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THE WOMAN’S LEADER
AND 

COMMON CAUSE.

NOTES AND NEWS

A Consultative Committee in America.
' In spite of the differences in organisation among women 

voters in the United States and in this country to which we drew 
attention last week, there is one very interesting parallel which 
appears to have emerged in both countries. All the big national 
organisations in America, including the suffrage societies, 
women’s clubs, &c., &c., have for some time had ‘ legislative 
representatives” at Washington, corresponding to our tar- 
liamentary secretaries in London, who undertake lobbying when 
any Bill in which their society is interested comes before Con 
gress. These representatives have realised that there are 
advantages to be got from co-operation, and they have, there­
fore, recently formed a Consultative Committee on almost 
exactly the same lines as that inaugurated by Lady Astor over 
here. It is a consultative, not an executive, body ; but when­
ever measures come up, or should come up, on which any of the 
constituent societies are agreed, those, and those only, send out 
a joint memorandum (in addition to individual ones), by which 
the dissentients are in no way bound, stating that they represent 
a strength of “ x ” women ; and Congress is duly impressed. 
It is interesting to note that it is an official of the suffrage 
society who has been elected chairman of this Committee. The 
total strength represented by the Consultative Committee is 
estimated at 26 million women. No wonder the Congressmen 
tremble.

Cambridge- Comedy of Errors.
The May Term at Cambridge has ended, and the admission 

of women to membership of the University still stands post­
poned. The circumstances which led to the postponement are 
sufficiently grotesque. - The Council invited the Senate last 
winter to vote on a scheme for removing the present sex 
inequalities. The Senate rejected the scheme. Then the Council 
invited the Senate to vote on a scheme for linking the women s 
colleges (or trying to link them, which is different) into a sort 
of separate university. The Senate rejected that also. There 
came a pause, silence ; then whisperings. Exactly what hap­
pened during the pause is, at present, secret history.-. - But quite 
suddenly a new set of men were appointed to draft a new 
scheme, and were told they must be quick. They produced 

-their scheme—the so-called " Compromise ‘—and had it ready 
in good time to be voted on during the term. But the Council, 
for some mysterious reason, decided not to present the Com­
promise to the Senate as a single clear issue, but to couple with 
it, as an alternative scheme, a proposal for giving women the 
unacceptable “ titular” degrees. The Cambridge Council, 

. having little experience of these problems of procedure which 
our own National Union chairmen have so frequently solved, 
got itself into a hopeless tangle. It desired to put two proposals 
to the vote which were, in a sense, alternative to each other, 
yet not (as the Honours Lists have it) " bracketed equal.” The 
Compromise was to be regarded as No. 1, the Titular Degrees 
as No, 2. Votes for and against each proposal were to be given 
at the same time ; but the votes on No 2 were .to be disregarded 
and destroyed if No. 1 were carried. The advocates of No. 2 
made a great hubbub ; and the Council the other day, when 
trying to take a vote that its intended procedure for June 16th 
be approved, narrowly escaped defeat. Already alarmed and 
confused, the Council had sought a legal backing for its policy 
—but scarcely got it , In the view pit a distinguished counsel, 
to let a grace be carried and afterwards say the grace was 
invalid was not a correct proceeding. Counsel suggested, as a 
way round, that members of the Senate should be told before- 
hand that when they voted on proposal No. 2 they would be 
voting “ on the hypothesis that proposal No. 1 had been 
defeated.” By the time this opinion had been obtained, the 
May term was nearly over. The Antis had raised a further cry 

of protest against being brought up from the the country to vote 
when travelling was so difficult. Availing themselves of this 
objection, the Council determined to give themselves more time, 
and postponed the vote till October 20th.

Time is on Our Side.
The postponement will, we believe, prove advantageous to 

the women’s cause. It can certainly not favour that of our oppo­
nents. The opposition, in the great effort which it made to bring 
up all the forces of selfishness and ignorance to vote'against 
Scheme A last December, spent itself. And the more our oppo­
nents continue to talk about the women’s colleges being “ para- 

. sitical ivy plants,” and the more they sneer at educated women 
as “ graduate governesses,” the more they reveal the vulgarity 
and jealousy which inspire their own being.. We can only hope 
some of them will go before the Universities’ Commission and 
give evidence in this low-comedy strain. Meantime, we are 
confident that the Commission will reform the University if 
Cambridge should miss the fast chance of reforming itself.

Appointments at Oxford.
On May 31st Convocation appointed Miss Jourdain, Prin­

cipal of St. Hugh’s College, Public Examiner in Groups B2 and 
B5 (Faculty of Literse Humaniores). This is the first year that 
women have been eligible for such a position. On June 3rd, 
voting took place for Boards of Faculties. Six places had to 
be filled, and Miss Pope, of Somerville College, and Miss War- 
dale, of St. Hugh’s College, were both returned as members of 
the Board for Modern Languages—Miss Wardale., at the head 
of the poll. In both these cases the initiative came entirely from 
men. We wish we could congratulate Cambridge on being 
as progressive.

The Deceased Husband’s Brother.
Last week the Bill to enable a woman to marry her deceased 

husband’s brother passed its third reading in the House, and 
there is not much reason to fear great opposition from the Lords. 
The third reading was not altogether peaceful, for Lord Hugh 
Cecil’s amendment surprised the House into an exhibition of 
strong feeling, expressed by Captain Bowyer’s “ Never iri my 
short career have I felt so strongly about anything . . . there 
is such a lack of charity in the noble Lord’s implication." The 
amendment which provoked this feeling was that “ the Church 
should be allowed the option of determining whether a person 
contracting a marriage under the Bill should have a right to 
have it solemnised in church according to the form prescribed in 
the Prayer Book, or to receive Communion according to the 
use of the Church.” As various members pointed out, it is only 
notorious evil-livers who can at present be expelled from the 
Communion. The object of the Bill is to put the man who 
marries his deceased brother’s widow on exactly the same 
footing as the Act of 1907 put the man who married his deceased 
wife’s sister, and the amendment would have introduced con­
siderable differences, and would have imposed disabilities. 
Mr. Aneurin Williams, who supported the amendment, said he 
wanted to see as little mutual interference between State and 
Church as possible. The House, he said, was concerned with 

. civil marriage only, and had no right and no duty to interfere 
with religious marriage at all. Finally, however, Lord Hugh 
allowed his amendment to be negatived without a division. It 
was obvious that, in the case of a division, it would have 
attracted. few votes.

Income-Tax on Widows’ Pensions.
It was suggested in the House last week, by Mr. Thomson, 

that the relief from income-tax granted to disabled soldiers 
drawing*.wounds, disability or disablement pensions should be
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extended to their widows after their death. Sir Robert Horne 
explained that the widows’ pensions are subject to an allowance 
in respect of earned income, and that the cases are entirely 
different. We agree with Mr. Thomson that if it is equitable 
that a pensioner should be exempt from income-tax, his widow, 
who receives the same pension, should be exempt. The equity 
should be the same.

The Plumage Bill in Port.
The Plumage Bill, after six years’ vicissitudes, has been read 

a third time in the Commons, and has virtually become law. 
Its final form may, as Mr. Bartley Dennis says, possibly do 
more to protect the birds than the original Bill. Whether this 
is so or not, it is not only a well-intentioned, but a workmanlike 
measure. Students of our Parliamentary methods, and of the 
history of this Bill both upstairs and down, may well think that 
its triumph as an agreed measure verges upon the miraculous. 
That David should slay Goliath is less surprising than that the 
game of Quorums played in the passage outside the Committee- 
room should have resulted in useful legislation. But the Bill 
is unsmirched by the tactics. of its former opponents; it 
removes a reproach from a nation in the main humanitarian, and 
it may be the forerunner of an international agreement to protect 
bird-life.

Prophylactics.
The proceedings of the North European Conference on 

Venereal Diseases, is of especial . interest at this moment, 
because it permits of a reference to specific facts in support or 
disproof of the conflicting statements as to the efficacy of self­
disinfection which are heard in this country. This expedient, it 
appears, is considered of small importance in the prevention of 
venereal disease by experts of the countries which have tried it. 
It has been vigorously pursued as a policy in Germany, yet a 
medical authority states that 25,000 fresh infections occur 
annually in Berlin. The conference, we are glad to see, insisted 
upon the diagnosis and treatment of, these diseases forming an 
essential part of the. medical curriculum. It betrayed no tendency 
to recede from the position that regulation of professional prosti- 
tution is medically useless as a check on the spread of the infec­
tion. The findings are valuable at a moment when insidious 
efforts are being made to undermine the reforms which we con­
nect with the name of Josephine Butler, and when it is being 
hinted that the Red Cross might disclose facts favourable to 
toleration. The Red Cross has.spoken. We hope now that 
some of the others will stop.

Traffic in Women and Children.
Our readers will remember that we drew their attention last 

week to Lady Astor’s question about the British representative 
at the forthcoming conference iri Geneva on the traffic. in women 
and children. It was suggested that it would be advisable to 
appoint a woman as technical adviser. Mr. Shortt replied that 
the British Government would be represented by an official of 
the Home Office, but that it had not been considered necessary 
to appoint a woman as technical adviser, as two representatives 
of the National Vigilance Association, one of whom was a 
woman, had been invited to attend the conference in view of 
the special knowledge they have obtained of this question in its 
international aspect. The object of the conference is to co-ordi- 
nate the reports received from the Governments on the subject’ 
of the action, they have taken or are proposing to take with 
regard to this question, and to endeavour to secure a common 
understanding between the Governments with a view to future 
united action. The British representative will be instructed to 
promote this policy, but he will not be able to commit the 
Government to any new course of action without its previous 
approval. ■ The Reports which will be before the conference are 
the result of a questionnaire sent out by the League of Nations 
to the Governments of all countries within the League, in order 
to ascertain what legislation is at present in force with regard 
to the traffic in women and children, and the scope of the enquiry 
is quite deliberately not confined to the white slave traffic One 
section of the questionnaire is devoted to colonies ’ and 
dependencies, and it is stated that reports have been received 
that it is the practice in certain colonies for immigrant white 
men to, have native women and girls 'procured'for them for 
moral purposes, and that these women and girls are provided . 
for them by Chiefs or procurers. Another section concerns the 
practice of adopting, pawning or bartering children for immoral 
as as for industrial purposes. We hope that the child 
Slavery which exists in Hongkong, and to which we have drawn ur readers attention, will now come under the fiercer 1ie1 of 
European disapproval. In any case, the scope of the conference

and the information before it is definitely wider than any ccn- 
ference on the subject which has hitherto been held, and it is 

• hoped that much good may result from it.

Pensions for Policewomen.
The Police Pensions Bill passed through its Committee stage 

last week and was reported to the House. Mr. Shortt’s amend- ' 
meat bringing policewomen within the scope of the Bill, 
whether sworn in as constables or not, was agreed to. It is 
proposed that, by paying arrears of deductions, they will be 
entitled to service pensions: The days when the existence of 
women was habitually forgotten came to an end when the Repre­
sentation of the People Act became law.

The Indian Prison Scandal.
The Committee which the Government of India appointed in 

April, 1919, to examine the systems of prison administration in 
India have issued their report. The gaols in India itself have 

■ improved during the last thirty years, although there is still 
much overcrowding; in Bombay and the Punjab, and there is 
much to be desired on the reformative side. There has been a 
great reduction in corporal punishment, but the Committee think 
that the total abolition of this punishment is not yet possible 
although they consider a further reduction should be made, and 
corporal punishment should only be inflicted for certain offences. 
The real failure has been in connection with the Andamans 
The settlement at Port Blair was founded in 1858 with the idea 
that, after a period of penal labour, convicts should be released 
and settled with their families as free citizens. Port Blair 
proved to be excessively malarious, and nothing was done to 
make the colonisation successful, or to persuade the families of 
released convicts to join them. “Local marriages”' were 
allowed between self-supporting male convicts and the women ' 
convicts who had served a certain term, and since the women 

. were often bad characters, and there was an altogether inade­
quate number of female convicts, the immorality on the part of 
the women was widespread. The released convict, often utterly 
demoralised by ten years spent in the company of the corruptest 
convicts India, is let loose into a community where there is 
on an average, one woman to every six men, and where even the 
restrictions of caste have ceased to operate and public opinion is 
thoroughly corrupt; it is hardly likely, therefore, that successful 
colonisation will result. The Committee suggest that trans­
portation as a sentence should be abolished ; that deportation to 
the Andamans of female convicts and of the great majority of 
male convicts should cease as soon as possible, and the women 
now in the female gaol at Port Blair should be brought back to 
India. No doubt these recommendations are good, but here also 
there is much more to be done, and we wish there were a better • 

' fEg"T"CvoPL Yh“inZKE"Y employment " women in juduchal and

Factory Law Reform in India.
t (Sir Thomas Holland,member of the Government of India for 
Industries, has introduced a Bill to amend the Indian Factories 
Act, 1911, which will be discussed and voted upon in the September session. In the recent session, resolutions were 
passed generally approving the Washington Conventions, and the 
Bill embodies these Conventions so far as it is possible to give effect to them in India, and seeks to remedy defects in the S11 The upper age of children ’ ’ is raised from fourteen to fifteen 
and the minimum age is raised from nine to twelve, while the ■ 
maximum hours of work are fixed at the limit at present in force 
in textile- factories—six hours. For adult labour a ten-hours’ 

introduced by the provision of a maximum sixty-hours’ 
week, and a stipulation that no person is to be employed for 
more than twelve hours in any one day. A weekly 1818a. ? 
compulsory, as is an interval of one hour daily for adultsS is 
half-an-hour for all children working more than five h^urs Jt 

■ the custom at present for working women to bring their 
small children into the factories while they Work, and untH some 
adequate provision has been made for the safe custody of these 
children, the custom cannot be altered, although the Bill provides 
that inspectors may prohibit the admission of children to 
obviously dangerous or unhealthy places. A certain number of 
exemptions are provided for in the Bill, whose application is left 
to‘local Governments, subject to the control of the cen+eal 
Sovernment. Where any factory is exempted for special 
reasons from the sixty-hours provision, overtime must 
be paid for at a rate that shall be at least one and a-quarter S 
the normal rate. If this Bill is passed, we shall have 
improved the conditions of factory life in India, ana it % rally 
encouraging to see that the Washington Conventions are S 

paresed+"it 3" and are actually being effective i" some
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excluded by men’s trade unions. Men have, on the contrary,

not the same. In the trades where women are employed on the

supported women in the demand for equal pay, and as a rule 
equal pay is given for equal work, although the pay per hour is

political and municipal 
latter having been con-

There are now nine 
in the Lower House

Women in Denmark possess both 
suffrage on the same terms as men, the 

.ceded in 1908 and the former in 1915. 
women Members of Parliament, four

with
L fac-
same

[The views expressed in this column are those of our Par­
liamentary correspondent, and are not- our editorial opinion. 
Like so many other things in this paper they are expressly con­
troversial, and comment upon them will be welcomed.—Ed.]

but hitherto no woman has been appointed to the post of 
fessor at the University.

There is no special legislation for women in industry, 
the exception of the law prohibiting their employment in 
tones for four weeks after child-birth. They work on the :
terms as men, and there are no trades from which they are

The question of the future of women in the Civil Service, . 
which we have, often before discussed in these columns, has 
come to a state which it is impossible to call a crisis, and yet 
which is extremely critical. It cannot be called a crisis because 
it is so long drawn out ; but it is critical because with every 
week that passes the position grows steadily worse..

The Government, the Treasury, and the Whitley Councilhave 
all said that they intend to give to women a real opportunity in 
the Civil Service of the future. The thing remains at words, 
and the reconstruction which is going on is. proceeding 
apparently upon the notion that a little tiny bit of window dress- 
ing is all that is required. Even this, however, is so tiny that 
we can hardly see it, and it is time that something was done. •

We propose to give a few instances out of hundreds of 
what is going on, and we should welcome correspondence on 

■ the subject, for the more we know of the facts the more we shall 
be able to do. ’ ■ '0

The Civil Service at present consists of large numbers 0 
men and women, of whom thousands are " established,” that is 
to say, permanent and secure, with fixed salaries and pensions, 
and other thousands are "temporaries," that js, insecure, 
subject to a period of notice, and without pension rights- 
both these classes the women are having a terrible fight for 
existence.

The permanents, who are most numerous, in the Post Office, . 
were, of course, Civil Servants before the war. In those days 
the women were recruited by examination, and it was well 
known what their prospects would be. So high they could rise 
and no higher. All the top posts would be reserved for men. 
Nevertheless, a great many extremely able women entered the 
Service (prospects elsewhere being no better), and they soon 
established a record for good work which is actually te.ig 
against them now. They were so capable and so conscientious, 
and are so still, that they established a standard of supervision 
far higher than that of parallel male classes. One supervisor to 
every ten workers is all the women need : on to every four for 
the men.. And the net result is that there are fewer well-paid 
posts for women, even in proportion to their numbers, than 
there are for men. This state of affairs should, one would have 
thought, have led to the promotion or assimilation of a con- 
siderable number of these capable women into the higher grades 
of the Service when the present reorganisation began. The top 
women were “higher clerical" and the parallel men were so 
exactly parallel that during the war the work was often inter- 

■ changed Yet all the men went up a step on reorganisation, and 
not one single one of the women. The Treasury claims, under 
pressure, that they have not finished the business : that assimila­
tion is not complete. But they also admit that they have already 
promoted to the higher grade more men than the total number 
of posts ; so that the women stand a meagre chance. This is 
the position of the regular pre-war women Civil Servants. In 
addition there are the pre-war women’s sections : the women’s 
side of the Factory Department, the Trade Boards, and so on. 
In these, too, the pressure against the woman has become very 
strong. Wholesale reductions begin among the women, and by 
every door they are being pushed out. 1

Among the temporary women things are no better. The 
substitution of ex-Service men for women goes rapidly on, and 
although the clerical grades have had an opportunity of com- 
peting for permanent posts, no such chance seems to await the 
super-clerical ones. If there is not room for the permanent 
women, how is there going to be room for the temporaries? 
And yet the House of Commons has received the famous Regula- 
tions which are to govern their entrance examinations. It is 
meagre window dressing- if this is all.

And while this tide is flowing, the Treasury quietly announces 
a new open examination for the administrative class of the Home 
Civil Service (men) for the summer ; and produces another set 
of Regulations closing all diplomatic and foreign posts whatever 
to all women: and there we are. That window is not even 
dressed, and we can see through it into the “ mind ‘ of the 
Treasury.

And meanwhile, a significant little incident has taken place 
in the office of the Civil Service Commissioners.That others 
the one which regulates all the admissions into the Civil Service : 
it conducts the examinations, and sets up the selection boards 
and so forth. Last year it dealt with over fifteen thousand 
women. The Civil Service Commissioners: are all men, but they 
have had a responsible woman in their office up to now: She 
was a temporary officer, and, obviously, an important one. The 
Commisioners, we understand, applied for a permanent appoint- 
merit of a woman to do this work ; their reorganisation scheme 
included it, and they wanted it. The Treasury has turned it 
down. No responsible woman’s post has been sanctioned these, 
and the temporary officer has resigned as a protest. No person­
alities are involved : she has not resigned because she has not 
been appointed, but because no woman is to be put in charge 
of the admission of women. We trust this at least will not be 
allowed to stand. . .,

We could go on multiplying instances indefinitely, but per 
haps we have already said enough to show how critical the 
position is. Now what is our hope, for we have one ? It is this : 
that Parliament may be willing and able to force this matter 
back on to the right lines.

Our readers will remember how the position stands : how we 
have the promise of a full debate on the Regulations, and that 
the Government will abide by the result. It is, perhaps, not 
much of a hope, but it is all we have. .

On Monday of this week, Major Hills reminded Mr. Chamber- 
lain of the promise given by Mr.' Bonar Law, and asked if he 
could fix the date when the debate should take place. The 
Leader of the House, in answering, did not fix an exact date, 
but we have some reason to believe that it may take place at the 
end of this month, and in any case before the end of this session.. 
When it comes, we must strain every effort to make it lead to an 
effective and successful decision.

There are some who think that the insistence of the Joint 
Committee for Women in the Civil Service upon this Parlia- 
mentary policy has been a mistake. They contend that it has 
given the Departments, and particularly the Treasury,, the 
opportunity to hold everything up and to slip men quietly in to 
all the posts before the women get a chance, on the plea that the 

■ women’s conditions have not been settled by Parliament, and 
therefore they cannot take them in. For our, part, we do not 
agree with this criticism. Where there’s a will there’s a way : 
and in this case the will is so clearly lacking that we do not 
greatly care what excuse the Departments or the Treasury bring 
forward. Sometimes it is economy, sometimes ex-soldiers, 
.sometimes lavatory accommodation, and sometimes this pending 
Parliamentary discussion. It doesn’t matter which head of the 
monster you cut of: --the chances of these present women in our 
present Civil Service are, we think, equally thin whichever way 
you go about it. But there is one thing which does matter : one 
thing which is vital, and that is the future. There will not, we 
believe, be more or less women let in this year or next by the 
adoption of this policy or that, but there will be all the difference 
in the world in the future by the way they come in. Let us call 
it two women let in by open competition as against two women 
let in by secret selection. Either way you have only two : but 
how different a matter for the next batch ! That is the real thing 
we believe, and although, of course, it is tremendously important 
immediately to get as many good women into the Service as we 
can, and although it will be a crying shame if the good tem- 
poraries are not given a chance, we feel that the terms upon which 
women are to be employed will turn out in the long run to be more 
important still. If it were a choice between getting lots of 
women in by the back door and only a few the other way, we 
should, for our part, choose the few. But in this instance there 
is no such choice. It is, we fear, a few by the back door or a 
few by the front. But we ought to be able to make it many by 
the front. That is the thing we must aim at, and that is why, 
before this long-deferred debate takes place, we must see that, 
every Member hears from his own constituents about it. All our 
readers who want further details of the Parliamentary campaign 
should write to the Secretary, Joint Committee on Women in 

- the CivilService, 58, Victoria Street, London, S.W. i.

By OUR PARLIAMENTARY CORRESPONDENT.
Political interest has swung away from the House to the 

constituencies. The Government have lost two elections and 
look like losing a thirds Of the two which they have lost, one, 
St. George’s, Hanover Square, is a Conservative stronghold 
whose loss in normal times would have seemed incredible ; 
yet it has gone, and gone by a large majority. And, what is 
more significant still, only a fraction of the electorate took the 
trouble to vote.

Two months ago, when the coal dispute started, the Coalition 
were'undoubtedly popular. They were a Government, and they 
were governing.Their conduct throughout the trouble has 
been without reproach, the country has been peaceful, and 
comfortable to a degree quite unexpected during a coal stoppage. 
What has caused this sudden swing from popularity to dislike?

The causes are many. Probably the two which have had 
most weight are high prices and falling wages. It is an axiom 
of British politics that governments are blamed for misfortunes 
and praised for benefits with which they have nothing whatever ■ 
to do, and when the electorate is, in a certain psychological 
temper everything which goes wrong is put down to their door. 
Prices do not fall and wages do. From this you get a state of 
things in which anything may be expected.

Prophecy becomes unusually difficult, and there are many 
who think that an election is to be expected this autumn. This 
may be so, but, on the other'hand, there is a strong reason 
against it, and that is the wish of the Government, who want 
to prove conclusively that they are alive to the third and greatest 
weakness imputed to them—Government extravagance. On this 
there is no doubt that the Press campaign has been effective. 
The wide field of Government Departments, with their varied 
requirements and commitments, offer, no doubt, an easy mark, 
for it is not hard to pick out many an item which in itself seems 
indefensible. But, indeed, the evil lies deeper, and for a great 
deal of the clamour the Government themselves are to blame. It 
has often, been said in these notes that the Prime Minister dis­
likes economy. What he likes is expenditure, timely and 
spectacular, and all the thunder of the Treasury is turned aside 
by knowledge of this fact. Extravagance has not ceased and is 
not, ceasing. Indeed, no more pathetic confession of incom- 
petence could be imagined than the recent Treasury circular 
cutting down expenditure by 20 per cent. It shows, as does 
nothing else, that any attempt to compel Departments to spend 
on nothing except what is necessary has failed, and the only 
thing left is the crude method of cutting off one-fifth of their 
supplies.

But to come to the House itself. On Monday and Tuesday, 
June 6th and 7th, the Safeguarding of Industries Bill was 
debated at some length. Seeing that all conceivable arguments 
had already been used up on the preliminary discussions, an 
interesting struggle was not to be expected, and expectation was 
not disappointed. Speeches ran to quantity rather than quality, 
and in the end the Bill was carried by an immense majority. 
The Committee stage will be taken this week under somewhat 
severe closure.

Wednesday, June 8th, was a long day of small things, and 
a great many second-class measures were helped along their 
road. None of them calls for any notice except the Bill to 
amend unemployment insurance. This was introduced by Mr. 
Macnamara in a speech which was hardly worthy of the subject, 
but the Bill passed without difficulty.

On Thursday, June 9th, the long-expected Post Office vote 
was taken. Mr. Kellaway, new to the post, made an unex- 
pectedly good defence, and showed powers of debate hitherto 
unrevealed. He claimed that the deficit was due,to one cause, and 
one cause alone, the bonus paid to Post Office servants, and he 
went on to prove that they were entitled to it, and on both 
questions he made out a case which it was difficult to controvert. 
He was attacked by the economists, and, as is usual in economy • 
debates, the Government’s majority was comparatively small, 
for 118 voted against and only 196 supported ; but in spite of 
all this the Department came out of the tussle much better than 
was expected. True, this had to be paid for by concessions ; but 
the yielding on foreign postage for printed matter, and on 
Sunday posts, was timely and well received. .

(Folketing) and five in the Upper House (Landsting), and a good 
many women are members of Municipal Councils.

For many years past women have been employed in the Civil 
Service, in spite of a law passed in 1875 excluding them from 
the various offices, and in 1919, thanks to their own exertions, 1 
they received equal pay for equal work. They are now admitted 
to Government and Municipal offices on the same terms as men, 
and are permitted to retain their posts after marriage. Women 
may practice as doctors, lawyers, engineers, &c., and are quali- 
lied to act on juries and Royal Commissions, but not as judges, 
magistrates, or clergymen. A Bill proposing to throw open all 
State offices to women has been recently brought in, and has 
passed the Lower House, but it was only carried in the Upper 
House with an amendment excluding them from office in the 
Church. The Lower House could not agree to this, and there- 
fore the Bill has been referred to a Committee, of which Fru Elna 
Minch is the Chairman. This is the first instance of a woman 
having been appointed Chairman of a Parliamentary Committee. 
A woman is also a member of the Committee of Ways and 
Means. -

Elementary schools, higher schools, technical institutions and 
the university are open to women and girls on the same terms 
as to men and boys, and women are appointed to the higher 
posts in schools, and occasionally to the governing bodies. They 
are paid at the same rate and receive the same pensions as men,

same work as men, they belong to the same trade unions, some- 
times having special women’s sections, and are consequently 
affiliated to the great Central Organisations of the Co-operative 
Trade Unions. A considerable number of women employed in 
industry, particularly in the clothing trade, are home workers ; 
but there is practically no sweated work in Denmark, as the 
home workers are well organised and consequently well paid.

Under the new marriage laws a married woman is not sub- 
ject to any disabilities save that she may not trade under her 
own name. Her earnings are at her own disposal, she can dis­
pose of her property by will and has joint guardianship with her 
husband over the children of her marriage, without, however, 
being entitled to act as joint trustee in cases where the children 
have money. She must take the nationality of her husband and 
she has no legal claim to any part of his income. In the case of 
illegitimate children the mother is the sole guardian, the father 
being compelled to contribute three-fifths, and, in special cases, 
the whole, cost of maintenance, the amount being estimated 
according to the standard of the mother. The grounds for 
divorce are the same for men as, for women, namely, infidelity, 
desertion,, bigamy, and imprisonment for life.

As regards morals the laws apply equally to both sexes and 
are impartially administered. State regulation of prostitution 
has long since been abandoned, and treatment for venereal 
disease is compulsory both for men and women.
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BURNING QUESTIONS
We call the attention of our readers to the fact that In the topical and controversial matters which we treat under the 

heading of “ Burning Questions » we endeavour to present the principal views on each question held by differing groups of 
political thinkers. We do not ourselves express an editorial opinion, beyond this, that it is each woman's business first 
to be well-informed and then to come to her own opinion. •

THE CORN PRODUCTION ACT.*
By THE EARL

In 1916 Mr. Asquith appointed a Sub-Committee of the 
Reconstruction Committee, of which I was Chairman, with the 
following terms of reference : " Having regard to the need of 

‘ increasing home-grown food supplies in the interest of national 
security, to consider and report upon the methods of effecting 
such increase.” We were informed that the question asked us 
did not refer to war but to post-war conditions, and 1 do not 
think it is possible to put the case for the Corn Production Act 
better than by a marshalled series of extracts from the reports 
of that Sub-Committee.

At the beginning of the eighteenth century the United 
Kingdom relied upon its own production'of wheat to feed its 
population with bread. At the beginning of the nineteenth 
century it produced enough wheat to supply by far the greater 
part of its population, but had become dependent upon 
imports for supplying tih.e remainder. At the beginning 
of the twentieth century it had become dependent upon 
imported wheat to the extent of four-fifths of its consumption. 
In 1854 it was still very largely self-supporting in the matter of 
wheat, but the period between 1854 and 1874 was, on the whole, 
one of national prosperity, in which the population increased , 
rapidly, and the imports of food necessary to support it increased 
in proportion. The nation lost grip of the conviction which had 
been present to an earlier generation, that it was a matter of 
importance that the food which it ate should, as far as possible, be 
grown within its own borders, and not, to an undue proportion, 
be imported from overseas, and gradually the idea prevailed that 
the State had no more intimate concern in the methods by which 
a farmer farmed his land than it had in the designs which a 
jeweller adopted for his jewellery.

In the years following 1875, there commenced a period of 
agricultural depression which, in varying degrees of acuteness, 
lasted till1907. In the ‘seventies the average price of wheat 
had been over 50s. a quarter ; by 1885 wheat had fallen to 
32s. iod., and oats to 20s. 7d. a quarter in England and Wales ; 
in 1894 wheat fell to 22s. iod. a quarter, and in 1895 oats fell 
to 14s. 6d. It is doubtful whether enough attention had been 
given to this period of depression or its effects. The loss it 
entailed in the capital invested in the cultivation of the land of 
landowners and farmers, and of the wages of labourers, was 
prodigious. The Royal Commission on Agriculture appointed in 
1893 on the advice of the Right Hon. H. H. Asquith, M.P., 
when Home Secretary, reported that the Chairman of the Inland 
Revenue had calculated that between the years 1875 and 1894 
there had been a decline in the capital value of the agricultural 
land of Great Britain of £834,000,000, or 50 per cent. A great 
number of farmers became bankrupt ; the number of agricul- 
tural labourers steadily decreased, and the rate of wages fell. ■

The effect of the depression on arable cultivation was 
marked. Since the year 1870, something like 4,000,000 acres of 
land have been converted from arable to grass. It may be said 
that by 1907 the period of depression had begun to pass away, 
and there is no doubt that for several years before the war 
capable and energetic farmers of arable land, possessed of 
sufficient capital, were making their industry pay. But, never- 
theless, the process of conversion of arable land to pasture was 
interrupted only in the single year 1912, and, in 1913, the year 
immediately before the war, the diminution of the acreage of 
arable land in England and Wales was no less than 277,000 
acres. It is of great importance that this fact should be noted, 
and its significance understood. Notwithstanding- the proved 
possibility of obtaining good returns from arable land by good 
farming, the decrease of the arable land of the country was still 
going on at a disastrous rate.

British. agriculture was in this position when war broke out 
in August, 1914. In the previous year, 1913, the value of the 
foodstuffs (excluding sugar) which were imported into the

OF SELBORNE.
United Kingdom from overseas, though capable of production 
within these islands, was about £200,000,000.

We commend to the study of all interested in these questions 
the parliamentary paper (Cd. 8305), 1916, " The Recent Develop- 
ment of German Agriculture,” by Mr. T. H. Middleton, C.B., 
Assistant Secretary to the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries. 
It will be sufficient here to quote the following statements.:—

“ On each hundred acres of cultivated land —
“ 1. The British farmer feeds from 45 to 50 persons ; the 

German farmer feeds from 70 to 75 persons.
“2. The British farmer grows 15 tons of corn ; the German

"‘ 3.

“ 4.

farmer grows 33 tons.
The British farmer grows 11 tons of 
German farmer grows 55 tons.
The British farmer produces 4 tons 
German farmer produces 41 tons.
The British farmer produces 173 tons 
German farmer produces 28 tons.

potatoes ;

of meat ;

of milk ;

the

the

the

["Lord Selborne’s article was written before the recent announcement 
of the Government’s intention to repeal the Agriculture Act. In view 
of the controversy which the announcement has aroused, our readers 
will be interested in this article which puts the case for the control of 
agriculture so clearly.— ED.]

‘ ‘ 6. The British farmer produces a negligible quantity of 
sugar ; the German farmer produces 23 tons.”

And, " That the British farmer is much the more favoured 
by nature, and the view of leading German agriculturists is that 
their soils and climate are distinctly inferior to those of Britain,’’ 
and that, “ It is not possible to resist the conclusion that it was 
the economic policy adopted by his country that prevented the 
German from following the methods of the British farmer. The 
agricultural policy adopted by Germany was indeed extra- 
ordinarily successful in restoring confidence and emboldening 
farmers to resort to intensive cultivation.’Si

If stability was to be assured to British, agriculture, we 
recommended1, that the State should fix a minimum wage for the 
ordinary agricultural labourer in each county, guarantee to the 
farmer a minimum price for wheat and oats, and take steps to 
secure the increase of production which is the object of the 
guarantee. The cereal crops are the pivot of agriculture, and we 
did not consider that dairy and stock farming would in any way 
be prejudiced by our proposals. Moreover, these very important 
branches of the agricultural industry can be more, not less, 
advantageously conducted on arable land than on grass land.

It cannot be too often reaffirmed that the recommendations 
we made have never been asked for by landowners or 
farmers, and that they were made exclusively in the national 
interest and not in that of any individuals or class of individuals. 
We believed that elementary considerations of national 
insurance demand that this country should become self-supporting 
in the matter of foodstuffs in the event of any future emergency, 
and we showed how this could be done. We believed 
that it is an urgent problem of national welfare to increase the 
rural population, to give it a fuller sense of social unity, and to 
open out to the agricultural labourer the opportunity of intel- 
lectual and material advancement, and we have also shown how 
this could be done. But no one will be justified in picking out 
those of our recommendations with which he happens to agree, 
and in rejecting those which do not happen to fit in with his 
personal opinions, and then in expecting the mutilated policy 
to bear fruit.

We hope and pray that the greater sanity of nations, and 
their increased obedience to the Divine law, may save our 
country from any repetition of the hideous catastrophe which 
has to-day overwhelmed Europe, but we can feel no positive 
assurance that this will be the case, and we do not think that we 
should be faithful to our trust for our descendants if we omitted 
to take any practicable measures to increase the national safety 
in a future time of need. The argument, therefore, that “ if we 
cannot overtake and subdue the submarine menace we need not 
trouble ourselves to outline an agricultural or industrial or any 
other policy, we shall have to take our orders from Berlin,”

+ “ Cultivated ” includes grass and arable : the point of this comparison 
is that British production is mainly based on grass and the German on 
arable.

deserves an answer. The future menace to our overseas com- 
munications in war time arises from the potential developments 
of submarine and aerial warfare, and those developments will be 
available to all other nations as. well as to Germany. It does not 
follow that all our overseas communications will be closed. 
That is highly improbable so long as we maintain the Navy at 
the necessary strength and adequately develop our air fleet. 
But it does mean that it will probably be impossible to maintain 
such an overseas volume of trade in war time as would enable us 
ever again to finance our Allies as we have done in this war, 
and it does mean that it would be perfect madness to enter upon 
such a war in reliance upon overseas supplies of food or 
munitions of war. If we were self-supporting- in the essentials 
of national existence, in such circumstances the United Kingdom 
would be able to face such a struggle with equanimity, and the 
Navy would be freed for the work of keeping open the com- 
munications of the Empire, for the movement of troops, for the 
support of our armies, and, above all, for attacking- the enemy.

In this matter we naturally desired to be fortified with the 
opinion of the Admiralty. We accordingly wrote to them and 
drew their attention to the terms of the reference we received 
from Mr. Asquith, and said ‘‘ that any observations which the 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty were able to make in the

light of their subsequent experience would be of great assistance 
to the .Sub-Committee. ” The following is a paraphrase of the 
reply which we received, and which the Lords Commissioners of 
the Admiralty have passed as accurate and given us authority to 
reproduce in the report:—

. "The submarine attack on the overseas food supply of the 
United Kingdom has thrown a great additional strain upon the 
Navy in the present war. The Navy has so far been able to keep 
this submarine attack in check, but no means have yet been 
discovered to render sea-borne traffic immune from attack.

“ Consequently, any effective steps to make this country less 
dependent upon the importation of the necessities of life in the 
present war would result in a great reduction of anxiety.

‘ ‘ The certain development of the submarine may render 
such vessels still more formidable as weapons of attack against 
sea-borne commerce in a future war, and no justification exists 
for assuming that anything approaching entire immunity can 
be obtained. ' Therefore, the experience of the present war leads 
to the conclusion that any measures which resulted in rendering 
the United Kingdom less dependent on the importation of food- 
stuffs during the period of a future war, and so in reducing the 
volume of sea-borne traffic, would greatly relieve the strain upon 
the Navy, and add immensely to the national security.”

THE LEAGUE AND AFRICA (contd.)

By LEONARD WOOLF.
This brings me to the third and most important point with 

regard to the African mandates. I submit that it is absolutely 
essential if the League is sincere, and if the whole system is not 
to be a mockery, that the general obligations of the mandatory 
should be explicitly defined in the mandates. This is not the 
case in the draft mandates which have been published. The 
League has pledged itself to secure the well-being and develop- 
ment of the natives through the administration of its agent, the 
mandatory Power. How can it possibly carry out that pledge 
unless the obligations of the mandatory under the mandate, 
both to the inhabitants and to the League, are properly defined? 
The sketch which I gave of existing conditions in Africa, showed 
that there are three things upon which the well-being of the 
natives must depend absolutely ; first, the economic system, 
including land tenure ; secondly, education ; and, thirdly, mili- 
tarisation. I propose briefly to indicate the minimum obliga- 
tions which, in my opinion, should be imposed upon the manda­
tory under each of these heads.

There can be no well-being or development of the native if 
the League tolerates the existing system, by which the native is 
exploited and reduced to economic subjection. The process 
consists of taking his land and then compelling him to labour 
for wages fixed by his expropriators* The remedy consists first 
in giving to the native communities secure and inalienable rights 
in the land. The mandate must declare that the land is to be 
treated as the property of the native communities, and shall not 
be alienated to Europeans, and that, if land is leased to 
Europeans, it shall be only for short periods, with the consent 
of the native communities. I have several times mentioned the 
fact that the only part of Africa where the process of exploiting 
the native has not taken place is in some of the British West 
Coast possessions. The point to notice is that it is precisely in 
these British possessions that the administration has adopted 
these provisions with regard to land which I suggest for the man­
dated territory. If the League secures the native in his occupation 
of the land, and refuses to expropriate him in favour of settlers 
and joint-stock companies, it will only be doing what the British 
Government has done in Nigeria. The mandate should also 
contain a provision that the Mandatory shall assure to every 
native family sufficient land for its support. And if the mandate 
then adds that no discrimination shall be made between the 
native who works for wages and the native who does not work 
for wages, that no influence of any kind shall be brought to bear 
either by the Government or by headmen to induce natives to 
work for wages, and that all compulsory or forced labour shall 
be prohibited, then the economic foundations for the well-being 
of the natives will have been laid. You have only to compare 
these suggestions with the draft of the mandate for German East 
Africa to see how unsatisfactory the latter is.

Under this suggested system the native would be left in occu- 
pation of the land, and the administration should undertake the 
obligation of encouraging him to make the best use of it, and of

its economic riches. I know that many people will say that this 
is utopian, that the essence of the situation is that Africans are 
undeveloped people, unable to produce those agricultural pro- 
ducts and raw materials which the rest of the world requires, and 
which Africa can provide. Only European science, European 
brains, and European capital can really exploit the wealth of 
Africa, these people argue, and that is the justification of what 
is taking place in British East Africa and elsewhere. The 
argument is in complete contradiction with the facts. In British 
West Africa, where alone the system has been tried of keeping 
the land in the possession of the natives, and of encouraging 
and helping them to produce such commodities as palm kernels, 
cocoa, ground nuts, cotton, and rubber, the system has been 
a complete success, economically far more successful than the 
system of expropriation and forced labour adopted elsewhere 
in Africa. A single fact will show the truth of this statement. 
The exports from British West African possessions vary from 
los. to $5 per head of the population, from British East Coast 
possessions they vary from 2s. to 7s. Some allowance must be 
made for the superior fertility of the West Coast, but it is a 
significant fact that the native, when reduced - to economic 
slavery, produces exports valued at from 2s. to 7s., but that 
when he is left to work his own land he produces exports valued 
at between 10s. and £5. -

Neither well-being nor development is compatible with 
economic slavery. But having provided fair economic conditions 
for the native, the League will only have created the necessary 
conditions for well-being and progress. It will now have to 
attempt what hitherto no European Government has attempted, 
namely, to give to the African opportunities to educate himself, 
to acquire the knowledge without which it is impossible for him 
to develop or to deal with the problems which Western civilisa- 
tion has brought to Africa. Once more, if the words and pledges’ 
of Article 22 are sincere, then the League must aim at developing 
the African until he is able to take an active part in the govern- 
ment of his own country and live the life of a free man both 
economically and politically. I do not know whether it is old- 
fashioned to believe that this can only be attained by education. 
At any rate, that is my belief, and, if so, then it is necessary 
that an obligation shall be imposed upon the Mandatory by the 
League to provide education for the natives. The history of 
European administration in Africa shows that this will not be 
done, unless the obligation is stated in the mandate, but there is 
not a word with regard to such obligation in the draft mandates 
which have been published. What Africa needs is schools, 
sufficient elementary schools, so that every child can obtain 
education. That is the first necessity if the next generation of 
Africans is to have the knowledge to deal with its environment. 
Secondly, the mandatory should Undertake the obligation to 
educate, the native inhabitants so that they may make the most 
economic use of their land ; this implies agricultural instructors, 
agricultural education, model farms, and experimental stations.
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There remains the question of militarisation. Here we have 
a most interesting field of study of the League’s sincerity and 
international morality. The Covenant itself says that the 
Mandatory who accepts a B mandate must guarantee “the 
prevention of the establishment of fortifications or military and 
naval bases, and of military training of the natives for other than 
police purposes and the defence of territory." The last words 
are important: the Mandatory is, forbidden to train natives 
militarily, except for police purposes or the defence of territory. 
Most people would imagine that this meant that native armies' 
might only be raised for the defence of the mandated territory. 
But the ordinary person is no match for the casuists of inter­
national politics, and the ordinary person is ordinarily wrong. 
The French are determined to raise native armies for use outside 
Africa and they therefore refuse to admit this interpretation. 
They are claiming the right to raise native armies in French 
mandated territory and to use them outside that territory. They 
rely upon two methods of circumventing" the words of the. 
Covenant. In the first place they point out that the Covenant 
says that natives are to be trained only for the defence of terri­
tory—“of territory,” not " of the territory.” That means 
that the natives can be trained, and therefore used, to defend 
any territory, not merely mandated territory. But if this inter­
pretation fails, they have a second line of entrenchments to fall 
back upon. There are B mandates and there are C mandates. 
The C mandates, are to apply to particular territories, of which 
South-West Africa is specifically mentioned, and which are to be 
administered as integral parts of the territory of the Mandatory. 
The ordinary person who reads the Covenant would certainly 
imagine that Togo and Cameroon, which are assigned to France, 
are to be administered under B mandates and not C mandates. 
But in the French Chamber last year it was claimed, and the 
claim received the support of the Government, that all French 
mandates should be C mandates. The reason was clear : C 
mandates made the territory an integral part of French territory, 
to be administered under French laws, and, therefore, the con­
scription of natives would follow. It looks as if the League 
Council refused to agree to this extraordinary claim, because it 
is now said that the French have shifted their ground. They are 
claiming that there shall be two kinds of B mandates, one called 
B mandates and the other Bi mandates. And we may, perhaps, 
infer that B i mandates: are to be C mandates under another 
name, they are to be French mandates and will allow the con- 
scription of natives for the defence of territory, of any territory.

There are several other important points connected with 
Africa and the T eague, but the few questions which I have 
touched upon indicate the broad outlines of the problem- it is 
only part of the great problem of the relations-between the 
economic and political civilisation of Europe and the peoples of 
Africa and Asia. It is to be a test of the League’s sincerity. 
Well, the facts given here show, I think, that the present 
League and Council have signally failed in that test. The 
mandate system,' as interpreted during the last twelve months, is 
another name for conquest, imperialism, and the exploitation 
which follows imperial conquests. The question then arises, 
what should be one’s attitude in face of this cynical interpretation 
of the fine words of the Covenant? The inclination of many 
people is to shake the dust of the League and its Covenant off 
their shoes, to put the whole blame upon immoral Governments, 
statesmen, and Council, and to say : “ What else can you expect 
from this League?” That is the easy and obvious way of finding- 
a scapegoat for one’s own and other people’s sins. I believe it 
to be wrong just because it is so easy and so obvious. There is 
nothing so easy as to blame Governments and statesmen, because 
they are always blameworthy. But ultimately the sin is upon the 
people, upon you and me and the other forty millions. We have 
the Government and the statesmen we deserve, and we now have 
the League of Nations which we deserve. Article 22 of the 
Covenant is a real antidote to imperialism.; if translated with ■ 
sincerity into action it would introduce a new era into Africa 
and Asia. That is not being done, and will not be done by the 
existing League. But the ultimate blame, as it seems to me, 
rests not upon the League, the Council, or the Governments, but 
on the peoples who tolerate such Leagues, Council, and Govern- 
ments.

WOMEN JURORS FROM THE MORAL 
STANDPOINT.

It was a matter of the greatest satisfaction to every thinking 
woman when both sexes were at last included in the jury lists, 
and we were all agreed that it was essential that women 
should assist in the courts, and that it was especially unfair in 
cases brought against men, where women or young girls were 
the victims, that the jury should be composed only of men. 
But alas ! the actual result of the new Act has been most dis- 
appointing, and for two main reasons. First, the possibility 
that any counsel or magistrate may request women to withdraw ; 
and, second, the unexpected discovery that in many instances 
jurywomen themselves ask to be allowed to leave the court. 
From a careful study of cases connected with the first reason, 
it is apparent that the majority are those dealing with instances 
of incest, rape, or assault, where often quite young girls, almost 
children, are the innocent victims. The evidence in, such cases 
is supposed to be too horrible for the delicate susceptibilities of 
the female mind, and these children are therefore left entirely 
alone in a court full of men without one member of their own sex 
to support them. It really sounds so Early Victorian that one’s 
mind goes back to megrims and vapours, and to the far-off days 
when women were hedged round by a palisade of false senti- 
ment. Surely that is out of date now. Women who have taken 
an active part in a great war, and been face to face with un- 
mentionable horrors, should be able to listen to the hard facts of 
everyday life. But the second reason almost looks as if some 
of us were still under the shadow of the Victorian era, and really 
were afraid of the truth in its stark nakedness. Does this trouble 
perhaps arise partly from the fact that the right women are not 
under the present Act called to serve? We read of music-hall 
stars, society butterflies, and county ladies who rarely see life 
beyond their own park enclosures, undertaking such work, and, 
naturally, find hysterics and horror at details which to many 
of us are unfortunately only too familiar.

As one illustration among many which shows clearly the 
urgent need for women on juries, the following case, in which 
I am personally interested, may be cited. A charge of incest 
was recently heard at the Central Criminal Court, the two 
victims being girls of twenty-three and fourteen respectively, 
who were under my care while awaiting the trial. Two women 
were called on the jury, but at the request of the defendant’s 
counsel were asked to retire, and did so. No woman was allowed 
in court, and the father, defendant in the case, was discharged 
by a jury composed entirely of men, although apparently the 
evidence pointed strongly to his responsibility in the matter. 
The elder girl is now awaiting her child in one of our homes, but 
the younger is the paramount difficulty, as we are not yet certain 
whether we can retain custody. I need hardly say that I am 
working night and day to this end, as the prospect of her return 
to such a home is unthinkable. Such cases' can be easily multi­
plied by other workers, and I am now investigating a case of 
assault on a girl of fifteen, which was dismissed for want of 
corroborative evidence, although the child had clearly identified 
the man.

Until women definitely take up this question, and insist on 
proper representation, we shall never be sure that these poor 
girls will receive just and reasonable treatment. It must be 
made clear that women as a whole really wish to accept such 
service, and are not afraid of unpleasant evidence or un­
savoury details, for if this is once realised, and the consensus 
of opinion is sufficiently strong, we shall carry our point as we 
have so often done before.

If the Amending Act now under discussion becomes law, 
the present anomalies in the position of women jurors will be 
largely dispelled, as was outlined by Mr. Holford Knight in his 
excellent article last week. If once we can be assured that the 
presence of women will be required in all cases where women and 
children are concerned, and that neither the prosecution nor the 
defence will be entitled to exclude them on grounds of sex, then 
we shall really advance the whole question, and this Act should 
be strongly supported. One other point arises in this connec­
tion which I should like to bring- forward. Many of us are now 
disqualified owing to the fact that we are not householders, and 
yet are ready and willing to serve, and to offer our technical 
knowledge for the advantage of our sister women. It is more 
than time that all those who care for the girls who have gone 
under in the struggle with poverty and sin, should make an 

' earnest appeal for the right to assist at the courts when such 
cases are heard, and to protect these children in every possible 
way at a moment when their whole future lives can be made or

therefore, potential sufferers asbeen mumps-less,

Margaret Clare.
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MORE EXTRACTS FROM THE DIARY OF A WOMAN IN THE HOME

June ioth.
This is the day when the children usually stay at school for 

dinner and play games in the afternoon. I was surprised, there- 
fore, to see two melancholy little figures on the doorstep at about 
one o’clock. It seems that the cases of mumps in Ellie’s form 
have increased so as to constitute an epidemic. All children who 
halve not had the disease are requested to stay away from school 
for three weeks. This unexpected holiday would not, any way, 
be popular. It is turned into a disaster by the fact that the school 
sports were to have taken place on Thursday ; may any way 
take place among those fortunate individuals who have not got 
but have, in the past, had mumps. For those who have so far 

vehicles of infection, it is a melancholy business. The first after- 
noon has passed fairly well. Half the dolls have had mumps, 
and the other half have had sports and prizes. But how will 
twenty mornings at home go?—-I tremble to think of it! •

I must try to take the opportunity of reading- some Shake- 
speare with Ellie. But I shall have to give up the hope I had 
been cherishing of settling down to some quiet reading myself.

I wonder for what class of active workers regular reading is 
most necessary and most difficult. I am inclined to think 'for 
women in the home. Reading, like religion and friendship, is 
one of those necessaries of life which are not recognised as 
necessaries because the part of us that dies or does not come 
to life without them, is not the most visible one. Thousands of 
men and women (even more women than men, I think) never 
read. They have never been taught to read, and that part of 
them has, I suppose, never come alive. I do not mean, of 
course, that they have not been taught to recognise the letters 
of the alphabet, or to know what parts of language the printed 
symbols stand for. That is tile least part of reading. They have 
never realised that books matter, that they are the chief entrance 
to a world beyond the world of our senses. I do not quite know 
how this is taught, or whether it can be taught at all. It is 
perhaps communicated rather than taught by those who realise 
it themselves. Or perhaps the sense has to be there already, and 
then and then only can it be awakened. In some children it seems 
to awaken of itself. My mother was the only daughter and 
eldest child of a man whose great intellectual powers were, 
during the years of her childhood, absorbed in the study of 
science, and of his profession. Her mother was a woman whose 
energies were absorbed in human relations and in practical 
service for people. This was especially the case during my 
grandparents early years of married life, when he was struggling 
hard to support a family and make his career, and she to bring 
up their children on small means. My mother, therefore, met 
with no encouragement in her early desire to read. It was, 
I imagine, considered rather naughty for a little girl to read when 
she ought to be sewing or looking after the younger children. 
Long afterwards she used to remember the secret ecstacy of 
reading on two special occasions. One was - when the family 
were living in Belgium and used to visit a very aged Scottish 
friend, Miss Brown, who had a great number of books put away 
in an otherwise disused closet at the top of the house. When 
once the grown up people were absorbed in conversation, the little 
girl would creep away and hide herself in the cupboard with the 
books. She often remained there, for hours, reading anything 
she could lay hands on. The other occasion was during the years 
which she spent with some aunts in the country, and a number 
of little Anglo-Indian cousins whom they were educating. She 
found or was lent the Waverley novels, and used to get into 
trouble because she would withdraw into corners to read them 
and neglect her little brothers and little cousins. Sir Walter 
Scott opened a magic land to her. It was during this time with 
the aunts that she got the only encouragement for her literary 
tastes that seems to have dome to her while she was a child. 
A connection of theirs, a man who made his name as an explorer 
in Central Asia, came sometimes to stay, and when he did so, he 
used to take her out into the woods and read poetry to her. She 
never forgot his reading of Shelley’s lyrics, nor did she ever lose 
her enthusiasm for them. But her passion for history and 

literature must have been engrained, otherwise such rare en- 
couragement in an unfavourable world could hardly have drawn 
it out.. She communicated it to me so deliberately and per- 
sistently, that I do not know whether I had any of it in me 
beforehand or not. Ellie, I am almost sure, has it engrained, 
but of course I have always done my best to communicate it to 
her too. I think everybody who has it should try to communi­
cate it, for next to religion and friendship it is the chief joy of 
life.

This thought makes it horrible to reflect that even those who 
■ have acquired this, gift often lose it before they can pass it 

on to people of another generation. For it flourishes chiefly 
among the young. I remember, when I was at college, one of 

.my friends saying to me, with melancholy conviction, that no 
one over thirty ever read. 1 disputed this, and instanced one 
or two “ old” people who did seem to care about books, but
she maintained that they were exceptions, and since then I have 
often wondered whether there was not a good deal in what she 
said. For after we are thirty, and sometimes even before, the 
existence of needs and claims in which we struggle for life, does 
very often begin to press upon and overwhelm us, so that we are 

- fain to let go of everything- which we do not recognise as a 
necessity. ■ - ' . — . . ' ",

I am not sure whether the woman in the home is in a worse 
position than others, in this respect, but I am inclined to think 
she often is. Some struggles outside the home do use up as 
much nerve energy, and put as much strain upon that easily 
overstrained faculty, the imagination, as the effort to rear a 
family. It was very difficult, for instance, to read during the 
hardest years of the Suffrage struggle, though I know some who 
managed it. (I am not, of course, counting as reading the books 
which one imbibes merely as a sedative when one is too tired to 
do anything- else, or the horrible newspapers and pamphlets which 
one wades through as part of one’s work.) But the woman in the 
home, even when she is not overworked, is apt to suffer from the 
nature of her task. It is one that breaks up time a good deal and 
shuts her up with herself or with people of immature mind, and, 
above all, it is one that in a mild kind of way spreads out over 
all the time there is. A profession, even a political struggle, can, 
as a rule, only be carried on in certain hours of the day or night, 
but there is never an hour in which the woman in the home cannot 

. find some little task of mending, or tidying, or child-minding' to 
do. If there is nothing else, she can always do something to 
assist the family by writing letters to relations, or making the 
children clothes. And all these things are apt to seem more 
important than reading. Sometimes they may be so, but not as 
often as we are inclined to think. One does not grow by just 
grinding at tasks till one sinks into torpor, and to go on growing 
is terribly necessary for those who try to bring up children. 
Without growth one soon becomes a dead thing, and especially 
deadlyto the young. Reading is one of the means of growth. 
It is far from being the only one, but sometimes it is one of the 
very few within reach. Besides, this, if we do not read we shall 
not only be more deficient than need be in the knowledge that 
children are always expecting from us, and God knows our inevit­
able deficiencies in this respect are already glaring enough, but 
we shall lose all faculty whatever of guiding them into that 
enchanted country, which, once found, may be a refuge and a 
promise to them all their lives. It is surely less important to 
knit them jumpers than to tell them about Perseus and Andro­
meda, Jason and the Golden Fleece, Coeur de Lion, and Robin 
Hood, Robert the Bruce, and Joan of Arc, Queen Elizabeth and 
her seamtn, Cavaliers and Roundheads, and all the adventurers 
and adventures of all the ages. It is very important, indeed, to 
feed them with a due proportion of vitamines, but it is not less 
important to feed them with poetry and to see whether they are 
not. thrilled, as Ellie was, before she was six.years old, with

" Daffodils,
That come before the swallow dares, and take 
The winds of March with beauty; violets dim, 
But sweeter than the lids of Juno’s eyes.
Or Cytherea’s breath.”
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of the book will lie in the picture it gives of the mental
activities of one particular child'of five. It makesM. S.

By Philip Boswood Ballard, M.A., D.Litt.Tests.Mental A Young

writings of Olive Schreiner, you will probably

10

DRAMA

pale and tortured countenances are illuminated

D. B.

Sigmund
(Allen &

either as 
one wish

little social problems or as human beings, 
to visit the home.

' Mind " 
interest 
life and

reminded of the 
like this book."

M. D. S.

K. S.

say to our readers : “If you admire the works of Mrs. Ga. 
coigne Hartley,, and if you want to be faintly
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Freud. Translated by Eden and Cedar Paul. 
Unwin. 12s. 6d.)

Girl’s Diary. Prefaced with a letter by

ardent follower of Madame Montessori, though, like most 
English teachers, she is a heretic on the subject of fairy tales. 
She also gives a useful summary of Professor Terman’s book on 
“Mental Tests,” and includes chapters on " Unconscious 

and “ Sick Children ”; but for most readers the main

(Hodder & Stoughton. 6s.)
One aim of those careful and ingenious observers who have 

devised and improved schemes for measuring the powers and 
acquisitions of the mind, was no doubt to replace the ordinary 
ladder of educational examinations by tests more trustworthy.

EDUCATIONAL Experiments.
Montessori Experiments. By Mary Blackburn. (Constable.

6s. 6d.)
Educational Experiments in England. By Alice Woods. 

(Methuen. 7s. 6d.)
Five Years Old or Thereabouts. By Margaret Drummond.

(Edward Arnold. 5s.)
The books before us show some of the advantages of our 

educational administrative system. • Its fluidity permits and 
encourages a freedom of experiment invaluable for keeping edu­
cation a living force. Even the State schools, which in other 
countries are apt to become stereotyped, vary from county jo 
county and from borough to borough, and even, under a wise 
and liberal local education authority, from school to school. .

An example of the amount of freedom and initiative which 
can be shown in a council school is given in Miss Blackburn’s 
excellent book, “ Montessori Experiments.” Miss Blackburn is. 
the headmistress of a large infants’ school at Leeds, and for 
years has been experimenting with the Montessori method, in a 
way that would horrify a devout Montessorian, and delights 
Mr. Edmond Holmes, who has written an introduction to the 
book. Anyone who has visited the Kirkstall Road Infant School, 
and remembers the charming atmosphere of happy activity which 
pervades it, will be grateful to Miss Blackburn for telling us- ■ 
as far as can be told—how it was achieved. One of Miss Black- 
burn’s most inspired ideas was to abandon the old method of 
classifying the children according to age, and to have two 
divisions only—the Montessori classes consisting- of children 
from three to five and a-half, and the transition classes consist- 
ing of the children who were preparing to enter Standard I. at the 
end of the school year. The grouping was first adopted to 
economise the use of the apparatus, but it proved so successful 
from a social point of view that Miss Blackburn extended it right 
through the school. The idea seems a most interesting one, and 
some adaptation of it might perhaps be tried in schools with a 
wider range of age. We are not told on what principle the 
children are distributed in the four parallel Montessori classes. 
Now that so much work has been done on intelligence tests, it 
might be possible to base the grading on mental powers. 
“ Montessori Experiments ” should certainly be read by every 
infants’ teacher, for it contains an exact- and practical account 
of a really valuable experiment.

If Miss Blackburn’s book is an intensive study of an educa­
tional effort, Miss Woods’ is an extensive one. She deals mostly 
with private schools, for it is naturally among them that 
experiments, most flourish, and here we catch a glimpse of the 
defect of the quality that allows such freedom.

“ in a school where girls are trained for domestic service, the 
food is insufficient, and scarcely any green vegetables or fruit 
given to the children. The girls are not allowed to speak at 
meals, nor whilst engaged in household work. To this school 
the girls go from five years of age to fifteen arid sixteen, and 
during that time,, unless they go home, never speak to a boy or 
mix with other girls. In one case the girl remained in the home 
for ten years without once leaving it. . . . Girls make their outfit 
for service, but have to pay back a considerable sum for it when 
earning wages. One night, after a girl is in bed, a mistress 
packs her box,"and the girl is told in the morning that she is 
going to service. At the station, where she is seen off, she is told, 
her destination. She learns about her work on arrival;”

This, of course, can hardly be called “experimental educa­
tion ”,; that it is possible for such an institution to exist at all 
is the weakness of a system which encourages freedom for each 
individual who manages a school. This side of the problem is, 
however, barely touched on in Miss Woods’ book, which has 
been "designed as a means of bringing together, into one 
broader current the endless number of little- streams of enter­
prise throughout our country.” It is certainly surprising and 
encouraging to find what a number and variety of, these experi­
ments are being made.

Miss Drummond’s “ Five .Years Old or Thereabouts ” takes 
us back to the intensive method, for it is a study of one child, her 
little niece Margaret, at the age of five.. Miss Drummond is an

Now, it is, of course, true, that examinations as they exist, are, 
and must be, often fallible; yet it is not so much examinations 
themselves as the necessary course of preparation for them 
under which education is injured, and, therefore, any tests that 
are not actually more fallible than our existing examinations, and 
that do not require elaborate courses of special study, are to be 
welcomed. ild. a_--"

The outstanding merit of the system of tests devised by 
Binet, and developed by later practitioners, is that it provides 
a norm of measurement.

It seems clear that the system readily detects genuine mental 
deficiency among children, and also that similar methods serve 
to sort out, for practical purposes, the grades of competency 
among adults. But, in respect to non-defective children, the 
system may, perhaps, be not quite so trustworthy as its advo- 
cates believe. Obviously, it can, and does, establish the relative 
position of any given child at any given moment.

Nowadays, however, we know, from observation, that stages 
of mental development, especially in regard to different subjects, 
vary very much in different children, and that a child’s advance 
in any study depends greatly upon his taking, it up precisely 
when he is ready for it.

There are children, for instance, who will learn to read with 
perfect ease, even without teaching, at three years of age, but 
who, if their elders successfully circumvent this early eagerness, 
will learn only with difficulty and unwillingness at seven or eight.

Now the test does not help us to discover whether the child 
is in the most common stage, which at three years old or so is an 
inclination constantly to exercise the sense of touch, or whether 
it is on the brink of one of the less common early attractions 
towards reading or numbers or music.

Such .tendencies are still discoverable only by leaving the 
child a considerable freedom of choice, and observing carefully 
what path it takes ; nay, there is a real danger that the tests, if 
accepted too implicitly, may lead teachers to think of that 
changeable ebbing and flowing depth as something that can 
be mapped and calculated according to the measurements of one 
particular Monday morning.

This danger may become serious if the selection of children 
for higher education is to be made according to the grading of 
official mental tests.

It is not likely that the sieve will let through any real dullards; 
but it may possibly bar out the geniuses, who notoriously do not 
conform comfortably to patterns.

Existing examinations, of course, fail in the same way, and 
assuredly the Binet tests provide some valuable data that 
examinations do not provide.

In any case, the pursuit of varied methods of test and 
inspection should be encouraged and welcomed.

CLEMENTINA Black.

The Unrelated Family. By A. Vera G. Wright. (Jarrold. 5s.)
“ The Unrelated Family ” is an account of an interesting 

experiment in social service. A lady, called in the book Miss X., 
who was impressed by the disappointing results of the present 
methods of elementary education, determined to make a home for 
a few children who would otherwise have no chance. In the 
first place, the home was intended only for children who had been 

rescued from ill-treatment and neglect by police intervention ; 
afterwards, however, other cases offered, and every application 
was considered solely on the ground of the child’s need. No 
child over six, and no mentally deficient child, was admitted. The 
children were—or may we say are?—taught to consider them- 
selves a family, and brought up in the most modern methods of 
freedom.

The author of the book, Miss Vera Wright, was led by her 
interest in educational experiments to offer her services as a 
voluntary worker in the home. She was deeply impressed by 
what she saw, and has given a lively account of the methods 
employed by MissX., and of the individual children in her charge. 
The result is interesting to anyone who cares about children,.

“ A Young Girl’s Diary” is announced as being “ intended 
for the use of members of the Educational, Medical, and Legal 
Professions only," this, presumably, because it is considered 
“ unsuitable” for ordinary readers. it is true that the young 
girl who kept this diary, between the ages of eleven and fourteen, 
was full of curiosity about sex and the relations between men 
and women, and reports with amusing frankness the researches 
made by herself and her school friend into these mysterious sub- 
jects, but it is difficult to see what there could be in this to 
corrupt the ordinary grown-up man or woman. The information 
unearthed by Grete and her friend Hella from surreptitious ran- 
sacking of the encyclopedia (brilliantly explained to the parents, 
when remarked on, as due to a sudden interest in the longevity 
of elephants) and, more fruitful, but less innocent, from furtive 
talks with the servants, is an amazing jumble of facts and wild 
fabrications. The children’s attitude is uncertain, at once horri­
fied and fascinated, with a comic pride in the whole subject as 
being grand and grown-up. Romances with young men come into 
these little girls’ lives younger than is common here in England : 
girls in the higher forms have secret meetings with young 
officers on their way from school, and the younger ones act as 
enthusiastic go-betweens in the love affairs of their elder sisters ; 
but through the years in which this diary is written the writer 
herself, in spite of a passing interest in a student here or an

"The First and the Last,” by John Galsworthy, 
at the Aldwych Theatre.

Mr. Harold -Chapin’s "‘The New Morality,” which we 
reviewed a short time ago, when it was produced by the Play 
Actors, is now being given as a matinee at the Aldwych. It 
is followed by a short play in three scenes, by Mr. John 
Galsworthy, entitled “ The First and the Last.” The opening 
sentence of this little drama, addressed by a distinguished K.C. 
to his wastrel brother, who creeps into the lawyer’s study at 
midnight, is arresting but misleading. “ Come, man, have you 
killed anyone that you stand there like a fish? ” He has, of 
course. But the rest of the dialogue is not as amusing as 
this. It is, in fact, in Mr. Galsworthy’s most earnest style, and 
a trifle dreary, from sheer obviousness. Of course, from the first 
minute we know that the K.C., smug, self-righteous, and full of 
paltry ambitions, is going to embody the narrowness and cruelty 
and injustice of the world arranged by the upper classes for 
themselves. We are going to be shown that , the wastrel 
brother and the little Polish prostitute (prostitutes, to be ..sympa­
thetic must always remind us in some subtle way of Tolstoi and 
Dostoievsky, so we make them Slav, at any rate, if not Russian). 
are the really virtuous characters of, the piece; that if they 
commit murder it is entirely by accident and from the purest 
motives, and that they alone are capable of love, pity, and self­
sacrifice. So,, after the most touching scenes; in which their 

officer there, seems to have cared far more for one of her school- 
mistresses than for any young man.

So much emphasis is laid upon the sexual speculations and 
preoccupations which occur in this diary, that one tends to 
think of it as a work whose impropriety is its only recommenda- 
tion, but actually this is by no means the case. The same con- 

. vincing atmosphere of youngness which makes the charm of the 
Young Visiters is to be found here, especially in the diaries of the 
first two years. The whole family life is intensely vivid, par- 
ticularly Dora, who is seen through the merciless eyes of a 
younger sister, Dora putting on grown-up airs, affecting superior 
knowledge, finally turning good, and refusing to join any more 
in her sister’s speculations and renouncing her secret love affair 
—and all because she has suddenly “ found a real friend in her 
Mother "‘! “I must, say, though I am awfully awfully fond of 
Mother,” Grete comments, “ I really can’t imagine having her 
as a friend.' How can one have a true friendship with one’s 
own mother? Dora really can’t have the least idea what a true 
friendship means. There are some things it’s impossible for a 
girl to speak about to her mother. . . .”

All things considered, it might have been more reasonable to 
have included mothers along with members of the Legal, Medical, 
and Educational professions for whom this book was intended.

The New Horizon in Love and Life. By Mrs. Havelock Ellis.
(A. & C. Black. 10s. 6d.)

This book consists of a series of essays on the subject of love, 
marriage, maternity, and life in general, published after the 
author’s death. It is preceded by introductions in which Edward 
Carpenter and Marguerite Tracy tell us something of the 
writer’s life and interests. It is always a difficult and delicate 
task to review the work of a dead author, more especially so 
when it is preceded by the eulogies of personal friends. But this 
particular book is so difficult to review that we abandon the 
task in despair. The fact is that Mrs. Ellis writes in a semi- 
prophetic strain which either inspires or repels the reader; and 
we who were not born to understand such speech, are tempted to 
flee from it and hide under the nearest blue-book. We can only

day and night, with the most reckless prodigality, solely, we 
suppose, for the sake of this illumination), they take poison 
together at their supper table, which they have adorned with 
a bunch of white flowers, bought with his last pennies by the 
wastrel brother for the special, occasion. The wicked K.C. finds 
their corpses in the morning, stretched entwined upon the divan 
(rather an unsuitable piece of furniture for Wanda’s lodgings, 
but supplied, no doubt, by her unfailing intuition for the future 
harrowing of our souls). In an agonising scene of dumb show— 
for Mr. Galsworthy is far too modern to indulge in soliloquy 
further than a gurgled "My God!” or two, the K.C. tears up 
his brother’s confession of murder, thereby ensuring the execu- 
tion of an innocent old man the law has within its grip. Thus 
the tables are turned, and handy-dandy which is the K.C; and 
which is the murderer? The impressiveness. of this scene is 
greatly increased by the portentous shadow of an emissary of 
the law which is cast on the window blind by a burly policeman, 
who is presumably making- his rounds : outside—for Mr. 
Galsworthy is far too conscientious to neglect the realistic 
explanation of his dramatic and symbolic effects. The play was 
very well acted all round by Miss Meggie Albanesi as Wanda, 
Mr. Owen Nares as the wastrel brother, and Mr. Malcolm Keen 
as the K.C. But isn’t it really all more suitable for the film than 
for the serious drama? Mr. Galsworthy, on this occasion, has 
mistaken his vocation.
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is

first Resolution, 
.Section to the

the duty of the policeman was merely to keep order, but 
to prevent the men from entering the houses.

Mrs. Fawcett moved the second resolution as follows :—
2.—This meeting, in pursuance of the policy outlined in the 

calls upon the responsible authorities to add the following

WOMEN.
could get a list of the clergy 
" That this Conference agrees

of linking up with similar movements in other countries, and forming 
an international movement against war, pledged to work for complete 
disarmament in this and every country.

All interested are invited to communicate with the Secretary (fro tem.]}
Miss Beatrice C. M. Brown, 

A. FENNER BROCKWAY. 
W. J. Chamberlain.
Isabella O. FORD.
JOHN William GRAHAM.

COMPULSORY RENT.

MaurIce Hewlett.

LABOUR’S SHARE IN THE CONTROL OF INDUSTRY.

“MORAL ENVIRONMENT OF HIS MAJESTY’S FORCES.”

Madam,—In writing the 'article on the Share of Labour in Control, 
which appeared in your issue of the 3rd, I referred to certain “ Experi- 
meats in Industrial Organisation/’ described by Mt. Edward Cadbury 
in a volume bearing that title, published some eight or nine years ago. 
I am much interested to learn from a pamphlet entitled “A Works 
Council in Being," that the system has greatly developed at Bournville 
since those tentative beginnings. Not only have the functions of the 
Works Council and the Workers’ Committee considerably extended, but 
the method of election and representation is now much more democratic, 
the Shop Committee being elected directly by the members of a shop. 
Any of your readers who may wish to study the details of the scheme 
should apply to the Publication Department, Bournville Works, for a

Madam,—-Could you tell me where I
who voted for and against the resolution -
with the decision of the Lambeth Conference of Bishops, relating to the 
position of women in the councils and ministrationsof the Church "?

I have no doubt many women feel as I do that they would never 
care to listen to any of those men who voted against the resolution. .

revolution AND A CONSTRUCTIVE POLICY.
MADAM _It is expected that women exert an influence on politics, and 

a recent occurrence suggests one practical way of doing so.
A circular has reached me from a political party which is labelled 

“Poison,” and is an attempt to make us " think furiously." about the 
dangers of revolution. Money is asked for on the ground of the large 
number of persons (some of them distinguished men) who hold revolu- 
tionary views No Word is said of any means of preventing revolution : 
there is no mention of any constructive policy.

I think that women’s associations could have a great influence on 
politicians of all parties, if they would writeto each of their secretaries and 
ask for statements of constructive policy.

Helen G. KLAASSEN.

(Principal).

GEORGE LANSBURY.
ROBERT O. MENNELL.

a HAROLD J. MORLAND.
Helen Peile.
A. S. RASHLEIGH (Revd.).
Walter Walsh (Revd.). .

June 17, 1921. THE WOMAN’S LEADER

LEAGUE OF NATIONS UNION.
HYDE Park RALLY, JUNE 25TH, AT 3 P.M.

There will be eight processions through London, starting as 
follows :—

2:15 
1.45

MADAM,—Your note on " Compulsory Rent” must, I venture to think, 
be written in ignorance of recent educational changes. Pensions granted 
by the State are based on the average salary of the last five years of 
teaching service. Where, formerly, the headof a school received a salary 
and a residence free from rent, the head is now more likely to receive a 
larger salary and pay the difference as rent, pension being calculated 
on the larger salary. So what looks like a hardship is really a benefit.

Alice M. Stoneman.

THE STATUS OF THE ILLEGITIMATE CHILD.
Madam —The article in an issue of The Woman’s Leader on the " Status 

of Illegitimate Children in Austria,” by A. S. Levetus, thrusts upon 
one’s mind with still more force the terrible position in life of the so-called 
« illegitimate" children in our own country.

We are all God’s children, and come in the order of His creation. 
If, in accordance with the Church’s idea, we come into being out 01 
order > through the breaking of a material law, and punishment must be 
meted out, in common sense let the mode of punishment fall on the real 
offenders. The words “ illegitimate " and " bastard,” and the taking away 
of a child’s divine rights (a heritage of freedom) who is innocent of any 
offence, is a blot on Christianity and civilisation. .

People of to-day may rid themselves of the silly idea that all children 
of unmarried mothers are a " bad lot," and wrecks, morally and 
physically. Having known hundreds of people in my lifetime born out 
of wedlock, I can honestly say what splendid characters many of them 
had; and the good in them might have been much more widely 
distributed had they not been condemned by their fellow creatures.

Marriage is a right thing when people are spiritually minded, and 
only by the spiritual uplift of the individual is it sanctified. To think 
otherwise is a mistake. The punishment of an innocent babe because it 
is born is a senseless idea, though it seems that this is the distinction 
whereby we prove the sanctity of marriage.

AUTHOR of “ The CHILD She Bare.”

A meeting of paramount importance, convened by the Association for 
Moral and Social Hygiene, concerning the moral environment and health 
of His Majesty’s Forces and, incidentally, raising the questions of 
tolerated houses and prophylaxis, was held on Tuesday, June zth, in the 
Central Hall, Westminster.

The Chair was taken by Dr. Helen Wilson, and the speakers were 
Mrs. Henry Fawcett, LL.D., the Dean of Lincoln, Dr. Douglas White, 
and the Rev. B. C. Hopson (ex-Army Chaplain). •

Dr. Helen Wilson, in opening the proceedings, declared that this 
public meeting had been called, after repeated attempts had been made 
to induce the Prime Minister to receive a deputation on this important 
matter. Mr. Lloyd George had not definitely refused to receive the 
deputation, but had postponed seeing them so often, that the urgency 
of the question necessitated the facts being made public. She then called 
upon the Rev. B. C. Hopson to move the following resolution :—

L—This meeting, recognising the ready response which is always made 
by the British Forces to any genuine effort for the improvement of their social 
and moral environment, urges the responsible Naval, Military, and Air Force 
authorities to base their work against venereal diseases on the consistent 
upholding and expectation of a high moral standard, together with a generous 
provision for the legitimate social needs of men of all ranks.

In furtherance of this we call upon the Government to abandon all attempts 
to deal with the grave problem of venereal diseases in His Majesty’s Forces 
(or in the civil populations under His Majesty’s Government) by any methods 
such as— -

(a) The official recognition, toleration, encouragement, or advertisement of 
licensed or regulated brothels.

(b) The compulsory medical examination of alleged immoral, women.
• (c) The provision of prophylactic packets or routine instruction in self- 

disinfection;
since these methods must unworthily suggest to men that they are not expected 
to live clean and honourable lives.

Mr. Hopson, in moving the resolution, made public an Order, issued 
in February, 1919, which had come into his possession. . This military 
Order consisted of a list of addresses of licensed brothels in Cologne 
allotted for the use of troops, some bearing the words, " Officers Only," 
and others notified as opening on a specified date. About the same time, 
a notice appeared in The .Times, declaring that the Army Authorities 
wished it to be understood that all steps were being taken to safeguard 
the health of the troops, and including the statement that ‘ all brothels 
were placed out of bounds.” It is true that subsequently the Order was 
withdrawn, but the information had, of course, already been disseminated, 
and Mt. Hopson stated that he saw queues of men outside the houses, and, 
when he spoke to a military policeman on the subject, he was told that

4:
5.

1:45 
1.30

p.m., leaving Langham Place.
p.m., leaving Clarence Gate, Regent’s Park.
p.m., leaving. Hamilton Terrace, Maida Vale, 
p.m., leaving Holland Park.
p.m., leaving Warwick Gardens, Kensington.

6. 2 p.m., leaving Royal Avenue, Chelsea.
7. 1.30 p.m., leaving Embankment, Westminster Bridge.
8. 1.30 p.m., leaving Embankment, Charing Cross.
After the Archbishop of Canterbury has delivered an address 

of welcome, there will be a march past of the various 
units comprising the processions, and the Massed Meeting's 
will commence when the bugles sound at 3-30. Nine 
platforms will be provided at various points in the Park and will 
be decorated by the standards of the forty-eight countries of the 
League. Among those who have already consented to speak 
are : The Bishops of Birmingham, Kensington, and Chelmsford, 
the Right Hon. G. N. Barnes, the Right Hon. J. IT. Clynes, 
Lord Eustace Percy, Sir George Paish, Sir Samuel Hoare, 
General Gough, Major the Hon. Ormsby Gore, General Sir 
Frederic Maurice, Mrs. Philip Snowden, Mrs. Oliver Strachey, 
Mr. J. R. Griffin of the British Legion, Mr. Tom Sykes, the 
Chief of the Brotherhoods,Mr. Silas Hocking, the Rev. H. R. L. 
Sheppard of St. Martin’s-in-the-Fields, "Woodbine Willie,” 
the Rev. Hudson Shaw, Mr. and Mrs. Layton, Mr. Tom Wing, 
the Rev. Dr. Gillie, the President of the Free Church Council, 
Mrs. George Morgan, Mrs. Corbett Ashby, Miss Muriel Currey, 
O.B.E., and Mrs; Cannan.

Besides over fifty of the most distinguished speakers in 
Great Britain, there will be representatives of twelve foreign
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countries.
Mr. Lone 
Slovakia; 
Georgeia ;

Among these are Monsieur Cammerts, Belgium;
Liang, 
Mr. I

China; Mr. B. Pochobradsky, Czecho- 
Toivola, Finland; Mr. A. Gugushvili,

Mr. J. R. van Stuwe, Holland ; Mr. G. Manzi Fe,
Italy; Mr. Y, Matsumoto, Japan ; Hadji Mirza Ispahan!, 
Persia; Mr. F. Bauer Czarnomski, Poland; Mr 1D. Mitrany, 
Roumania ; Dr. J. Olesnitsky, Ukraine; M. Andra, France.

The services of many bands have been offered by the Boys’ 
and Girls’ Life Brigades, representatives of these bodies, as well 
as the newly formed British Legion, the Green Cross Corps, 
Boy Scouts and Girl Guides also rendering great assistance in 
acting as guides and stewards. The pageants will be presented 
in the natural amphitheatre of the Park. Here- the Guild of 
Citizenship will present a pageant entitled, " The Citizens of 
To-day and Tomorrow,” whilst national dances in costume will 
be performed by the members of the National Organisation of 
Girls’ Clubs. A symbolic ballet by Miss Elsie Lanchester’s 
dancers will also be given.

Tickets for this performance may be obtained at the 
League of Nations Union Offices, 15, Grosvenor Crescent,

NO MORE WAR.
Madam,— We, the undersigned, believing that the only effective pre­

ventive of war is that a sufficient»number of people in all lands should 
determine never to take part in war, beg to draw the attention of your 
readers to the following Affirmation Against War, which is being offered 
for signature in this country :—

“Believing that all war is wrong, and that the arming of the 
nations, whether by sea, land, or air, is treason to the spiritual unity . 
and intelligence of mankind, I declare it to be my intention never 
to take part in war, offensive on defensive, international or civil, 
whether by bearing arms, making or handling munitions, voluntarily 
subscribing to war loans, or 1 ing my labour for the purpose of 
setting others free for war service."

A number of representative signatures have already been obtained, and 
it is proposed that a Conference should shortly be called with the object

King's Regulations for all British Forces, and to take all necessary steps to 
ensure that the attention of Commanding Officers be specially drawn to such 
Section, and they be requested to see that the Section is put into effect:—

It is the duty of Commanding Officers to take an active interest in all 
measures which will conduce to the health of all under their. command. 
They will encourage the provision of such proper recreational and other 
facilities as will tend to promote physical, health and good habits. They 
will discourage drunkenness, immorality, obscenity, and all conduct, 
calculated to bring H.M. uniform into contempt, and they will impress on 
officers and N.C.O.'s the importance of setting a personal example in such 
matters. In furtherance of this, Commanding Officers will put out of bounds 
to all ranks all brothels and other resorts of a disorderly character. They 
will arrange, in conjunction with the Medical Officers when necessary, 
for all ranks to be instructed in the nature, causes and effects of venereal 
diseases; that continence is compatible with perfect health, is desirable 
in itself, and the only reliable preventive of these diseases.
She said she had first come into contact'with this question in Africa, 

where she had seen numbers of troops concentrated in camps there, with 
little, opportunity for reasonable amusement. She was much impressed 
with the kindness of heart and generosity of the average soldier. In her 
opinion the soldier was ‘ more sinned against than sinning,” and she 
thought that the authorities should have warned the soldier of the dangers 
attending him on entering countries where Regulation existed. She 
advocated reasonable recreational facilities for the men, and conditions 
as normally human as possible.

The Dean of Lincoln, in seconding the resolution, informed the 
meeting that he also had a copy of the Order referred to by Mr. Hopson, 
and that he had met one of his former pupils, who had received the . 

- Order, with a covering letter referring to the list - of brothels, and 
requesting that the covering letter should be destroyed. The Dean had 
received numbers of letters from individuals and bodies of men in His 
Majesty’s Forces, and these communications were at the disposal of the 
Association for Moral and Social Hygiene at any time they might be 
required.

The ‘ resolution was then put to the meeting, and carried with three 
dissentients, who merely objected to the form of wording, but agreed 

i entirely with the spirit of the resolution. A vote of thanks to the 
speakers was passed, with applause.

16, Golden Square, W. No tickets being sold in the 
before or at the performances.
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UNCRUSHABLE DRESS LINEN.
Uncrushable Dress Linen for Spring and Summer wear. 
We offer a large -variety of shades in this beautiful fabric 
for ladies’ and children’s . wear. It is made from 
all pure flax, dyed perfectly fast colours. We can 
supply it in the following shades: — White, ivory, 
Cream, Tussore, Pink, Cerise, Strawberry, Reseda, 
Myrtle, Saxe, Navy, Black, Grey, Hello, and Mauve. 
36 inches wide, 4/- per yard. To-day’s value, 6/6.

ROLLER TOWELS.
Irish Linen Roller Towels, extra strong, durable 
quality, size 17 inches x 22 yards, 3/11 each, or 3 
towels for 11/6. Six towels for 22/6.

IRISH LINEN TABLECLOTHS.
Very superior quality, fine double damask Irish Linen 
Tablecloths, slightly imperfect,

Size 2 x
,, 2 x
,, 2 x
,, 21 x

LINEN

2 yards, 32/6 each.
21 ,, 40/7 ,,
3 48/9 „
21 , 45/- „
TRAY CLOTHS.

Special lot of Hemstitched Irish Linen Tray Cloths, fine 
quality. Size 15 x 22 inches, 4 cloths for 6/6. Postage 6d.
Also embroidered in fine white embroidery, 15 x 22 
inches, 3/3 each, or 4 cloths for 12/-,

IRISH LINEN SHEETS.
Irish Linen Sheets, guaranteed all pure linen, superior 
quality. These beautiful sheets will last a lifetime.

Single bed size, 2 x 3 yards, 63/- per pair.
Double , . „ 2} X 3 „ 73 f - „ - ;,

For all orders under. 20/- add 9d. for postage.
Safe Delivery of Parcels Guaranteed.

OUR GUARANTEE.—Any goods not- approved can be 
returned to be exchanged, or money refunded.

Victoria Embankment, close to Charing Cross station, and all 
who intend to march should be there not later than 1.30 p.m. 
Mrs. Fawcett and Miss Eleanor Rathbone will lead it, and we 
earnestly hope that members of our London Societies and other 
friends will join in large numbers.

The N.U.S.E.G. platform in the Park will be No. 9, and 
Mrs. Fawcett will preside. The speakers will include : Mrs. 
Fawcett, J.P., LL.D, (late President of the N.U.W.S.S. 
Miss Eleanor F. Rathbone, J.P., C.C., Mrs. Philip Snowden, 
Mrs. Rackham, Mrs. Oliver Strachey, Mrs. Corbett Ashby, 
Miss Macadam, Miss Helen Ward, Mrs. Stocks, &c.

it is hoped that those who cannot possibly join the procession 
will rally in the Park. Volunteers are urgently wanted as soon 
as possible :—

(a) To hold banners in the procession.
(b) To hold banners at the platform.
(c) To help organise this section of the procession.

It is proposed to hold a meeting of all N.U.S.E.C. Pilgrim­
age and Procession Workers at 4.45 p.m., on Tuesday, June 21st, 
at the Women’s Institute, 92, Victoria Street, before the lecture 
on Parliamentary work. Names of those offering help should 
be sent immediately to Headquarters.

THE MALTHUSIAN LEAGUE
FOR

RATIONAL BIRTH CONTROL
This Society has carried on an educational campaign on this 

subject for the last forty years.
Since the end of 1913, when it also commenced a practical propa- 

ganda among the poor, it has sent out more than 35,000 practical 
leaflets to struggling parents who have applied for them.

It is now once more starting a campaign on this subject in the 
poorest districts of London.

Lectures with practical information will be held at 84, Blackfriars 
Road, S.E., from June 20th to 25th. Free medical advice will also be 
given in special cases. Two other weekly campaigns will be taken 
during July in different districts.

All particulars of the Society's work can be obtained from.
The Hon. Secretary,

124, Victoria Street, S.W.1.
SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS and mention THE WOMAN’S LEADER when ordering goods.
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Offices : Evelyn House, 62, Oxford Street, London, W. 1. Evening.
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conference will be held, starting
A. Alington, D.D. (Headmaster of

Knights- 
Aspect.” 
Maurice

7.30 p.m.

10.30 a.m.

WOMEN'S NATIONAL COMMITTEE TO SECURE STATE PURCHASE 
AND CONTROL OF THE LIQUOR TRADE.

O LET, two furnished rooms; sunny, overlooking Chelsea Rectory Garden; 
slot gas; rent 30s.—Apply, Cicely Hamilton, 44, Glebe Place, Chelsea? 

Tel., Kensington 4,605.

PARENTS’ NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL 
JUNE 21—23.

At Mortimer Hall, Mortimer Street, a 
on June 21st, at 2.30 p.m.

The Speakers will include the Rev. C.

ANTED, in private country house within 20 miles of London, by invalid lady 
and two daughters, two or three bedrooms, sitting-room (two rooms ground 

floor), attendance. Doctor's or Nurse’s house preferred.—B., 9, Campden Hill 
Court, W. 8.

ANTED, Unfurnished Studio or two rooms; Chelsea preferred; failing this, 
Camden Hill, or near.—Box 796, Woman’s LEADER, 62, Oxford-street, W. ‘

Telephone: Museum 6910.

BRITISH HIGH SCHOOL, JERUSALEM. 
APPEAL FOR £20,000.

WOMEN JURORS.
Chair: Miss Vera S. Laughton, M.B.E. Admission free. 

THE FRENCH INSTITUTE.

ANTED, August 25th till September, Furnished House; 5-6 bedrooms; tennis 
court if possible.; within 2 of an hour London • Bucks preferred_

A. Whitting, 4, Cheyne Gardens, S.W. 3. ,

JUNE 23.
At 3, Cromwell Gardens, at 9.15 p.m., Monsieur Valery Larbaud will lecture 

on "‘ Les Jeunes Poetes Franpais.”
Chair: Sir Robert A. Hadfield, Bt., F.R.S., D.Sc.
Mrs. Arnold Bennett will move a vote of thanks.

NATIONAL UNION OF SOCIETIES FOR EQUAL CITIZENSHIP.

ISLINGTON DENTAL SURGERY, 69, Upper Street, N.
MR. CHODWICK BROWN, Surgeon Dentist 

FREDK. G. BOUCHER, Asst. Dental Surgeon. Estd. 35 Years. 
Gas Administered Daily by Qualified Medical Man 

Nurse in attendance. Mechanical Work In all its Branches. 
Send Port Card for Pamphlet. N.B.—Noshow case at door.. 

CONSULTATION FREE. Telephone : North 3786.

Eton), Miss Pennethorne (Organising Secretary, P.N.E.U.), the 
Marchioness of Aberdeen and Temair, the Hon. Lily Montagu, J.P., 
Mr. Walter de la Mare,, Dean Inge, &c. Full particulars may be had 
from the Secretary, P.N.E.U., 26 Victoria Street, or during the confer- 
MO at Mortimer Hall. Single Session Tickets, 2s. Season Tickets, 5s.

CHILDREN’S GUEST HOUSE; Fully Trained Nurse, Massage, Remedial 
U Exercises. Special reform diet. Recommended for convalescent,, delicate 
or nervous children. Highest references; any age. — Jeffreys, Stoke Fleming. 
South Devon.O GENTLEWOMEN.—Courses in practical Gardening, Dairywork, and Poultry

Management under expert teachers. Beautiful old manor house and 
grounds in North Devon. Vacancies shortly.—Apply Principal, Lee House. 
Marwood, Barnstaple.

LADY CHICHESTER HOSPITAL.
JUNE 23.

LECTURES ON PARLIAMENTARY WORK.
There was an excellent attendance at the first lecture of this 

course, presided over by Mrs. Fawcett, when Captain Bowyer 
gave an admirable description of the inner workings of the House 
of Commons. He cleared up many points which are puzzling to 
the outsider, and described the innumerable ways by which legis­
lation may be deliberately obstructed. He related the adventures 
of his own private member’s Bill, in which the N.U.S.E.C. is so 
deeply interested, and the accident by which it secured its second 
reading. Mrs. Fawcett, seconded by Mrs. Hubback, moved a 
very warm vote of thanks to Captain Bowyer for his delightful 
address on a fascinating subject, and also for his support and help 
in a cause which all women have at heart.

The second lecture will be on Tuesday, June 21st, at 5-3° 
p.m., by Mrs. Oliver Strachey. "How to Conduct a Political 
Campaign outside Parliament ” will be the subject. Mrs. 
Strachey will deal with past methods of work within the con- 
stituency ; how to secure support from other organisations ; 
deputations ; memorials ; questions ; resolutions ; letters to 
Members of Parliament, &c.

LEAGUE OF NATIONS DEMONSTRATION.
At the last meeting of the Executive Committee it was 

decided to take part in the procession on June 25th, as well as to 
be responsible for Platform No. 9 in the Park. We urgently 
appeal to all our friends and members in London, who are able 
to do so, to join us in our march from the Embankment to Hyde 
Park. We have walked behind our banner in the past on many 
historic occasions, and we welcome this opportunity to demon- 
strate to the public that our ideas are not confined to matters 
narrowly affecting the interests of women, but that as a Union 
we stand for the League and the practical application of the 
principle of. Equal Opportunity for men and women within it.

Mrs. Fawcett, our ex-President, and Miss Eleanor Rathbone, 
our President, will lead the N.U.S.E.C. contingent. It is pro- 
posed to hold a meeting of all N.U.S.E.C. Pilgrimage and 
Procession workers at 4.45 p.m., on Tuesday, June 21st, at the 
Women’s Institute, 92, Victoria Street, before the lecture on 
Parliamentary work. Names of those offering help should be 
sent immediately to Headquarters. For fuller particulars of our 
arrangements see page 313.

BY-ELECTIONS.
Heywood and RADCLIFFE.—An interesting report has been 

received from our Organiser, Miss Hartop, on the Equality 
Campaign which was carried on throughout the by-election. 
Many of our former members rallied round the familiar colours, 
among whom must be especially mentioned Mrs. Lofthouse, and 
Miss Ashworth, Hon. Sec. of our Bury Society. All three candi­
dates replied favourably to our questions, though Colonel 
England, the Coalition candidate, made important reservations 
with regard to Equal Franchise and Equal Pay. Mr. Walter 
Halls, Labour candidate, who was successfully returned, has 
promised to give us his whole-hearted support in the House.

Three public meetings were held during the campaign, one 
of which, in the largest hall in the town, holding 850 people, was 
said to be the best meeting during the election, when hundreds 
were turned away.

-No greater comparison could be imagined than that between 
this Lancashire by-election campaign and that recently con- 
ducted by us in the aristocratic regions of Westminster/ In 
Lancashire there was great enthusiasm, and immediate response 
to our appeal. Our motor-car flying about the constituency, 
decorated with red, white and green, was greeted with cheers 
on all sides, and was hailed with “ You’se for the Women,” and 
"Lass, we’re glad you’ve come."’ , Imagine that at West- 
minster ! The outcome of this excellent piece of work has been, 
we hope, notonly the education of the candidates and the con- 
stituency, but the revival of three local societies.

FINANCE.
The Hon. Treasurer and Finance Committee have agreed 

that this is not the moment to inaugurate an appeal. But the 
financial position at headquarters is far from satisfactory; we 
have already been obliged to break into the legacy which it had 
been hoped to spread over several years’ work. We are, there- 
fore, all the more grateful for the unexpected gifts that reach 
us from time to time from Societies and individual friends. 
A very welcome donation of £10 was received recently from 
Mrs. Margoliouth, of which £5 was earmarked for our Equal 
Guardianship work.

An occasional source of supply, which naturally causes 
mixed feelings, comes from deceased societies. If, however, a 
Society feels that it must dissolve, we are glad to receive any 
balance which it may have to its credit, in order that it may be 
put to immediate good use, especially at the present time, when 
there is so much to be done and when money is hard to find. 
Better, however, " a live dog than a dead Indian,” and we 
would infinitely rather have even small societies, if keen and 
active, than bequests of this kind.

CHESTER WEEK-END SUMMER SCHOOL.
We have received a preliminary programme of the Week­

end School organised at Chester, from Friday, July 1st, to Mon- 
day, July 4th. Miss Helen Ward will represent the Executive 
Committee on this occasion, and lectures will be given by Miss 
Ward, Mrs. Paget, and others. An important conference on 
Parliamentary Work and Local Organisation will be held on 
Saturday morning, July 2nd. The special attention of Societies 
within convenient reach of Chester has been called to this 
school. Full particulars may be had from Mrs. ft F. Mott, 
Kingsley Hey, Newton Lane, Chester.

The following paragraph has been circulated to the Press :—
" A few cases have recently been reported in the Press where jury- 

women have taken advantage of the judge’s permission to leave the box, 
although the case to be tried was one especially calling for the presence 
of women jurors, because an injury to a woman or a child was at stake. 
In each case the judge has commented severely on their action and the 
Press has echoed his condemnation. ,

" The great ’ majority of thoughtful women will heartily endorse this 
attitude of disapproval. The woman who shirks a citizen’s duty because 
it is disagreeable is more contemptible than the man who runs away from 
the field of battle, because there is less ■ excuse for her.

" But in common justice we must protest against the tendency to fasten 
on the whole fourteen millions or so of adult women in this country the 
blame for the shortcomings of a stray woman here or there, who shows 
the white feather. Men pride themselves on their superior logical faculty, 
but surely, to generalise from the failings' of a few individuals to a whole 
sex shows a lack of logic as well as justice.”

CAMBRIDGE SAE.C.
, The Cambridge Standing Committee held their Annual Busi­

ness Meeting on May 24th at Mrs. Bethune-Baker’s, 23, Cran- 
m er Road. The-Hon. Sec. (Miss G. M. Johnson) presented a 
report showing that the Committee had held four meetings, 
including one at which Mrs. Hubback. had given an address. 
The principal activity of the Committee had been in connection 
with the Bastardy Bill and the Orders in Council for the Civil 
Service, about both of which resolutions had been sent to the 
local Members of Parliament. Further, a Draft Memorial on 
the subject of Equal Franchise had been sent, as requested by 
Headquarters, to the Government, in accordance with the reso- 
lutions carried at the conference of February 17th.

The Committee then received the reports of Mrs. Rootham 
and Mrs. Bagstaff, who had attended the N.U.S.E.C. Council 
as delegates. ■

LEAGUE OF NATIONS UNION.
JUNE 17.

At Brighton, the Dome.
Speaker : Rt. Hon. Lord Robert Cecil, K.C., M.P.
At Birmingham, Priory Rooms, Upper Priory.
Speaker: Frederick Whelen, Esq.

JUNE 18.
At Barnoldswick, Broughton Hall.
Speaker: Rev. G. A; Studdart Kennedy, M.C.

JUNE 19.
At Westcliffe-on-Sea, Concert Pavilion, Shoresfields Station Road.
Speaker: Neville Dixey, Esq.

JUNE 20^
At East Ham, Plashet Park Congregational Church.
Speaker: Miss Edith Johnson, M.B.E.

JUNE 20.
At Kensal Rise Women’s Adult School.
Subject: "‘State Purchase the Way to Local Option.”
Speaker : Miss M. Cotterell.

JUNE 21.
At Friends' Meeting House, St. Martin’s Lane.
Subject: " State Purchase as Solution of the Drink Problem."
Speaker : Miss M. Cotterell. ■

JUNE' 23.
At Bethnal Green Mothers’ Union.
Subject: | " State Purchase as Solution of the Drink Problem."
Speaker: Miss M. Cotterell.

JUNE 21 AND 28.
Course of Lectures on Parliamentary and Election Work.
Second Lecture at Women's Institute, 92, Victoria Street, on Tuesday, 

June 21st, at 5.30 p.m.
Speaker : Mrs. Oliver Strachey.
Subject: " How to Conduct a Political Campaign Outside Parliament."
Fee for Single Lecture, 2s.

THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN.
JUNE 21.

Public Service Sectional Committee.
A Drawing-Room Meeting will be held at 41, Berkeley Square, W. 1, 

at 3 p.m.
Subject: “ Juvenile Offenders.”
Speakers : W. Clarke Hall, Esq., J.P., on ‘ Juvenile Crime”; Mrs. Barrow 

Cadbury, J.P., on " Probation for Young Persons.”
Chair : The Countess of Selborne, J.P.

MALTHUSIAN LEAGUE.
JUNE 11.

At 124, Victoria Street, an ‘ At Home ” will be given at 4 p.m.
Speaker: Mr. Edward Cecil.
Subject.: “ Plain Common-sense about Birth Control.”
Chair: Dr. Mildred Thynne, L.R.C.P., M.R.C.S.
Tea at 3.30 p.m. Tickets can be obtained from 96, Victoria Street. ,

JU AD 20—25. ' '-----
The Malthusian League will hold a series of meetings for adults on “ Birth 

Control for Workers," at 84, Blackfriars Road. Meetings for women only 
each afternoon at 3 o’clock. , Meetings for adult men and women, 
Monday evening, 7.30 p.m., Tuesday evening, 7.30 p.m., Saturday after- 
noon, 3 p.m.

ASSOCIATION OF WRENS.
JUNE 23.

At the Morley Hall, 26, George Street, Hanover Square.
Speakers: Lady Massie Blomfield (British Empire Union), Mrs. Flora 

Drummond (Women’s Guild of Empire).

THE PIONEER CLUB.
JUNE 21.

Subject: ‘ Is London a Beautiful City ? "
Speaker : Mr. Percy Lovell.
Chair : Miss Beesley.

INTERNATIONAL FRANCHISE CLUB.
JUNE 22.

9, Grafton Street, Piccadilly, W.
Subject: “‘The Zionist Movement and Modern Palestine.” 
Speaker : Mrs. Blok, B.Sc.
Chairman : Colonel Patterson, D.S.O.

A meeting will be held in aid of the hospital at Kent House, 
bridge, at 3.30 p.m., on . Adolescence and its Psychological
The speakers will include Miss Clemence Dane, Sir ..culdo 
Craig, M.D., Dr. Helen Boyle, Miss Eva Moore. Chair: Hugh Walpole, 

■ Esq. Tickets (7s. 6d. and 10s. 6d.) can be obtained from Mrs. Athole 
Stewart, 6, Coulson Street, Chelsea, S.W. 3.

D ARTNER.—EDUCATED WOMAN, University or ex-administrative, required to 
— share office and duties in responsible work; small capital desired but not 
essential.—Write Econ., Box 801, WOMAN’S LEADER, 62, Oxford-street, W. 1.

()RGANISING SECRETARY, with experience and initiative, to take full charge 
. of office ol International Woman’s Organisation; French necessary.-Apply 
by letter only to Secretary, I.W.S.A., 11, Adam-street, W.C. 2.

Writing of modern institutions in Jerusalem to-day, Mrs. Henry 
Fawcett, in a recent article, described the British High School as 
follows :—

" Its 200 girls are drawn from at least 11 different nationalities— 
Arabs, Jews, Greeks, Russians, Armenians, Montenegrins, Persians, 
Bulgarians, women from France, England, and America. - The pupils 
range in age from five-year-olds' in the kindergarten, to students of 
over twenty, preparing for University examinations.. The school is 
distinctly and definitely Christian, and is supported by four missionary 
societies. The house it inhabits was formerly an orphanage for girls, 
run entirely by the German institution at Kaiser swerth. Its name, 
“ Talitha Cumi,” is singularly appropriate to its present use. In 1918 
the Military Government of Jerusalem asked the Syria and Palestine 
Relief Fund to take charge of “ Talitha Cumi ” and start it as a 
Christian School for girls of all races inhabiting Palestine. Thus it is, 
in itself, a sort of microcosm of the League of Nations. Here the. girls 
of many races and religions meet on terms of perfect equality and 
learn to know, respect and understand one another. The great building 
they inhabit must be returned to its German owners within three years. 
But the site for a new building in a splendid situation has been secured 
and funds are being raised to defray the necessarily high cost.”

The above description is in itself sufficient to show the unique 
opportunity of disseminating Christian influence throughout the Holy 
Land afforded by the British High School, and Christians at home are 
earnestly appealed to for help to raise the £20,000 required to provide 
the new School. Large and small contributions are needed, and should 
be sent to the Rev. Ei M. Bickersteth, 12, Warwick Square, London, 
S.W. 1, Secretary of the Joint Committee of the Co-operating Missionary 
Bodies. Cheques should be made payable to the British High School, 
Jerusalem, and crossed Messrs. Coutts & Co.

WOMEN’S FREEDOM LEAGUE
144, High Holborn.

“Women’s Procession for Peace with Ireland on 
the only Possible Basis of an agreed Settlement, 

with friendship and goodwill."
SATURDAY, JULY 2, 1921.

2 p.m. form up on Embankment
4 p.m. Trafalgar Square Mass Meeting 

Many Women and Men Speakers.
COME AND MARCH WITH US.

Detached COTTAGE TO LET, furnished, near Felixstowe; seven rooms, three 
bedrooms; newly decorated; nice garden.—Box 792, WOMAN’S LEADER, 62, 

Oxford-street, W.

TO LET, for four weeks from July 16th, small furnished house near Parliament
Square; 32 guineas only, including services of housekeeper.Box 800, 

WOMAN’S LEADER, 62, Oxford-street, W. 1.

WANTED.—The address of a recommended Pension on the Normandy Coast 
near Havre.—K. M. R., 98, Claremont-road, E. 7.
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FOR SALE AND WANTED.TYPEWRITING AND PRINTING

TEMPLAR PRINTING WORKS, BIRMINGHAM.

:

ANNOUNCEMENTS.

FOR REST AND HOLIDAYS.

To Women Citizens
Annual Subscription :

Abroad 17/4British Isles 17/4

ADVERTISEMENTS
Cut out and send in this form.Prepaid classified, id. per word Try it for 3 months.

Name'

Address

To Circulation Manager, THE WOMAN'S LEADER, 62, Oxford Street, W.1.

WHERE TO LIVE.

R. CROMBLEHOLMI, 
General Manager.

Printed by LoxLuY Brothers Limited (late the National Press Agency), Whitefriars House,Carmelite Street, London. E.Cfa for the. Proprietors, TEB Con 1 • CAUSE PUBLISHING Co., LTD., and Published by BRITISH PERIODIC" TFD., 170, Fleet Street, -ndon — *

ir MCLACHLAN and N. WHITWHAM—TYPISTS.—4, Chapel Walks, Manchester.
IL. Tel: 3402 City.

ENQUIRIES SOLICITED.

—ROOKLYN PRIVATE HOTEL, — Earl’s-court-square, S.W. 5 (Warwick-road Bcrer), finest centre all parts; 12 minutes' Piccadilly: quiet, separate 
tables; write or call for tariff; strictly inclusive terms; unequalled for comfort 
and attention; own private garage. B. and B., 7s. 6d. Tel. : Western 344.

h XCELLENT RESIDENTIAL , HOUSE for Ladies interested in Social and 
I Patriotic work; catering as desired.—Secretary, 17, Harrington-gardens,
South Kensington.

DOOMS and breakfast (Gentle women only); temporary or permanent; gasI stoved—Miss Kemp, 10, Endsleigh-street, W.G. 1.

HOSTEL FOR VISITORS AND WORKERS; terms from 4s. 6d. per night, or “ 18s. 6a. per week, room and breakfast.—Mrs. K. Wilkinson, 59, Albany: 
street. Regent’s Park, N.W.1.

Dean fobest, Severn-Wye Valleys, a Beautiful Holiday Home (600, ft. up) Fifty Rooms. Five acres, pretty grounds. Tennis, Croquet, Bowls Billiards. 
Motor excursions. Garage. Golf within 1 mile. Board residence, 47s. 6d. to 

63s. Prospectus.—Hallam, Littledean House, Littledean, .Glos.

- AVE DISTRICT. — Victoria Hotel, Buttermere. (Quiet and unlicensed). L wildest scenery. Best climbing centre. Heart of Lakeland. Trout fishing 
free. “Boating Sketching. Unconventional bathing. Vegetarians catered for. 
Guidebook sent gratis. Coaches from Keswick. Motor Bus from Cockermouth. 
Garage. Plenty of coal—Miss Windsor.

2 UESTS received in Country House; lovely holiday centre; historical district; ( Welsh border fishing; easy distance Hereford, Worcester, Shrewsbury; 
garage.—Smith, Marsh Court, Leominster.

GILVERDALE, LANCS.RESTHAVEN. Beautifully Situated. Near.See and> Golf Links. Ideal for Holidays or Rest. Terms moderate; Board Optional.

T OW GREEN HOUSE, Thoralby, Aysgarth, S.O. Yorks. Payingguests received;L also furnished cottage to let.—Particulars from Miss Smith:

C URREY, near Leith Hill; lovely scenery and walks.—Lady, receives paying S guest in her spotlessly clean house; every comfort; terms 3 guineas weekly, 
ch Cottage, Westcott, Surrey.

THE WOMAN’S LEADER 
and 

THE COMMON CAUSE.

each insertion.
Box number.

6d. extra for a 
These must be 

received at the office on or before 
Tuesday morning in each week.

All communications should be 
addressed to the Manager,

The WOMAN’S LEADER
62. Oxford Street, W. 1

THE WOMAN’S LEADER, UNE 17, 1921.

COSTUMES coats, furs, underwear, gentlemen’s and children’s clothing, house 
furnishings, wanted. .Specially good prices given.—Helene, 361, NewKing’s- 

road, Fulham, S.W.6. . - V < .=

HEENIC Scotch Woven UNDERWEAR. All sizes supplied in finest Wool, 
Silk and Wool, and Merino. Guaranteed UNSHRINKABLE. Write makers 

DIRECT for patterns and prices.—Dept. 10, Atheenic Mills, Hawick, Spotland.

SECOND-HAND CLOTHING wanted to buy for cash; costumes, skirts, boots, 
underclothes, curtains, lounge suits, trousers, and children’s clothing of 

every description; parcels sent will be valued, and cash sent by return. 
Mrs. Russell, 100, Baby-street, Newcastle-on-Tyne.

ISS GWYNNE-HOWELL, labour-saving specialist, gives advice on all household
-problems; consultations personal or written.—6, Redcliffe-road, S.W.

~ AN lad. recommend two reliable maids, or mother and daughter, to 
( undertake work of non-basement house, Kensington; delicate lady and 
gentleman; quietplace; early dinner; wages, $30 each.—Write Mrs. Bell, 6, Gress- 
well Gardens, South Kensington.

rr HE FELLOWSHIP SERVICES.—Eccleston Guild House, Eccleston Square, S.W.1 6.30, Miss Maude Koyden, " Dreams and Realities: 1Dreams:

— ROFESSIONAL WOMEN, Social Workers, Approved Society. Deposit 
I Contributors; Exemptions; New entrants cordially welcomed.—Secretary, 
16, Curzon-road, London, N. 10.

m HE PIONEER CLUB has re-opened at 12, Cavendish Place, W. Entrance fee 
I ir abeyance (pro. iem.). Town Members, £5 5s. Country and Professional,
£4 4s.

" —ORE MONEY O SPEND” (Income Tax Recovery and Adjustment).—Send M postcard[for this booklet to Mrs. Ayres Purdie, Women Taxpayers’ Agency, Hampden House, 3. Kingsway. ‘Phone, Central 6049.

i ADY'S CAB FOR HIRE; any period or distance at moderate fee—Miss Lewis, 
I j ex-Motor Transport Officer in the French Army, 23, Mount-avenue, Ealing, 
W. 5. ‘Phone : Ealing 158.

VICARS DILEMMA.” A story which deals with pros and cons of 1 question, “ Women and Holy Orders.” Is. 3d. post free. Atheneum Press, 
Bream’s Buildings, E.C.

THE WOMAN’S LEADER
gives Parliamentary news, expert discussions, notices of meetings, 
reports, etc., on all women’s questions, as well as news of 
women’s doings in other countries, and open discussions on 

current political and social problems.

Please send me THE WOMAN’S LEADER for three months, for 
which I enclose 414,


