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24th October, 1954

Dear Miss Strachey,

Women reblows of the Royal Society

On Friday ftiss Norton looked out the information for which you 

asked.

It was in October, 1944, that the Council of the Royal Society 
amended its statutes so that women could be elected to the Felloirship of 
the Society. The President then was Sir Henry Dale.

The first women to be elected were Kathleen Lonsdale, D.Sc. (now 
a member of the Fawcett Society) and the late Miss Marjory Stephenson, the 
Cambridge bio-chemist. That was in March 1945. ^® President of the Royal 
Society for 1945-50 was Sir Robert Robinson, but I do not know when the 
Society’s year begins. But Sir Henry Dale was obviously responsible when 
the statutes were amended to make their election possible.

When the change in the statutes was reported the Manchester 
Guardian referred to the attempt made, unsuccessfully, in 1902 to got 
Hertha Ayrton elected a Fellow.

It was reported that the change in the statutes was made to make it 
clear that, since the passing of the Sex Disqualification (Removal)Act there 
is no barrier to the admission of women. But it took them 25 years to do thisi

Tours sincerely.

fnji4tin

Secretary


