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On the nineteenth of this month the Women’s Disabilities 
Removal Bill will again be submitted for second reading, 
and the long-deferred division will assuredly take place. 
For two years there has been no decisive test of the 
Parliamentary position and progress of the Bill, and 
during this interval, which measures nearly half the 
life of the Parliament, many and great changes have 
occurred in the composition of the House of Commons. 
The forthcoming division is, therefore, invested with pecu
liar interest and importance. We trust that our Par
liamentary friends will muster in their wonted strength, 
and that every supporter of the measure will make a 
point of being in his place on the nineteenth of June, in 
order to give his support to the Bill.

Meetings have been held in many districts during the 
month. At High Wycombe a meeting took place in the 
Town Hall; Mr. WYETH in the chair. Miss C. A. Biggs 
and Miss ANNIE YOUNG attended as a deputation from 
this Society. At Reading Town Hall there was a meeting 
presided over by the MAYOR (Mr. J. Silver), when a reso
lution in favour of the Bill was moved by Mr. GEORGE 
Palmer, now elected member for Reading. Miss C. A. 
Biggs and Miss HART also spoke. At Marlborough a 
meeting, under the presidency of the MAYOR, was held on 
May 2nd, which was addressed by Mrs. ASHWORTH Hallett 
and others. At Hereford a large and influential meeting 
was held in the Shire Hall, under the presidency of Mr.
0. ANTHONY, junr. The first resolution was moved by the 
selected Liberal candidate for the county, Major MEYSEY 
Clive, and the lady speakers were Miss BECKER, Miss 
STURGE, and Dr. ELIZA W. DUNBAR. At St George’s 
Hall, London, a meeting was held on May 23rd, under 
the presidency of Mr. Hibbert, M.P., which was addressed 
by Mrs. FAWCETT, Mr. HOPWOOD, M.P., Miss ToD, Mr. 
THOMAS HARE, Miss Becker, Professor W. B. HODGSON, 
Miss Downing, Col. HIGGINSON, and Mr. J. HINDE 
PALMER. At all these meetings the feeling was very 

strong in favour of the Bill, and the resolutions were 
carried with little or no opposition,

Drawing-room meetings have been held during the 

month at the houses of Mrs. MACDONNELL, The Myrtles, 
Beckenham; Mrs. THOS. TAYLOR, Hyde Park Gardens; 
Mrs. HALE, Eton College; and in Dublin at the house of 
Mr. GREER, Recorder of Derry.

The women householders of Boston have signed a 
memorial to the CHANCELLOR of the Exchequer repre
senting the injustice of taxing them for the expenses of 
the Royal Commission of Inquiry into the election, in 
which they had no vote, and praying that her Majesty’s 
Government will support the Bill. A similar memorial 
is in course of signature in Norwich.

Petitions have continued to be sent in. Among others 
we note petitions under their corporate seal from the 
Mayor, aldermen, and burgesses of Leeds, Scarborough, 
Neath, Sunderland, Northampton, Stockton-on-Tees, and 
Falmouth; from the Provost, magistrates, and Town 
Council of Paisley, Selkirk, Peebles, and Stromness ; from 
public meetings at Middlesborough, Redcar, Yarm-upon- 
Tees, Retford, West Hartlepool, Reading, Marlborough, 
Eston Mines, Batley, Kirkby Stephen, Boston, and Green
wich ; from drawing-room meetings at Edinburgh and 
Portobello; from Good Templar lodges at Bridgwater, 
Gillingham, Milverton, Yetminster, Yatton, Carlingcote, 
Wrington, Talke, Ellacombe, Lympstone, and Exeter; 
from 3,082 inhabitants of Ashton-under-Lyne ; from 35 
women householders of Bridge of Allan, from 31 women 
householders of Kelso, from 720 women of Clerkenwell, 
from 30 women of Kidderminster, from 164 women of 
Hampstead, from 76 women of Perth, from 38 women 
householders of Rothesay, from 17 women of Worcester, 
from 31 women householders of Largs, from 82 women 
householders of Kelso, from 342 women of Highgate ; 
from 104 women householders of St, Bernard’s Ward and 
from 170 women householders of St. Stephen’s Ward, 
Edinburgh; from a meeting of women at Batley; from 
the head mistress and teachers of the Gateshead High 
School for Girls ; from teachers in the Bath High School 
for Girls; from teachers in Croydon High School ; and from 
19 students of Newnham Hall, Cambridge. We have 
selected the foregoing from among the numerous petitions



T June 1,
L 1878.WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE JOURNAL. June1, 1 WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE JOURNAL.1o.°- •

85

presented during the month, in order to show that the 
movement for women’s suffrage is not limited to a 
district or a class, but that it extends widely over the 
country.

The time that remains is short, and we urge all our 
friends who have not already sent in their petitions to do 
so at once, and to send in a large and increasing number 
until the period of the second reading of the Bill.

THE New Supplemental Charter granted by Her MAJESTY 
to the University of London, empowering the University 
to grant degrees in all faculties to women, was laid on the 
table at the annual meeting of Convocation on May 14th. 
The Chairman of Convocation, Dr. J. STORRAR, stated that 
the Charter had been granted on the petition of himself 
and the CHANCELLOR of the UNIVERSITY (Earl Granville). 
He moved " that the University accepts the New Supple
mental Charter, dated the 4th day of May, 1878, which 
has been granted by Her Majesty to the University.” 
The motion was carried nem con.

Thus was consummated an act which is not only, as the 
Times observes, a " great revolution in the constitution of 
the University,” but a revolution in the academical and 
social status of the women of this realm. Women are 
now recognised by the QUEEN and by the University of 
London as intellectually the equals of men by being 
admitted to the same examinations, and entitled to the 
same recognition and rewards. It is impossible that this 
event should not carry with it important social and politi
cal consequences. The benefits of the recognition of the 
capacity of women for the highest academical honours will 
extend far beyond the persons who may be actually ad
mitted to these honours. An impetus will be given to 
the education of girls in every school throughout the land, 
and an inducement offered to substitute higher subjects 
for the superficial accomplishments which have hitherto 
occupied too large a portion of a girl’s school life. The 
artificial barrier which closed the vista of a girl’s path in 
the higher walks of knowledge is now removed, and the 
limit of future possibilities for her is now determined 
solely by her personal abilities or circumstances. The 
effect will be akin to that produced in the French army 
by the saying that every private soldier carried a marshal’s 
baton in his knapsack. If only one in a million gained 
the prize, the possibility of it raised each man in his own 
eyes, and spread a sense of self respect and mutual respect 
among all who were subject to it. Now that every girl 
scholar is a potential graduate, an increase of personal 

dignity will be felt by all students, and an increase of 
public consideration will be given to all girls’ schools.

In connection with this subject it is worth noticing that 
in the report of the Cambridge local examinations this 
year, it appears that while the number of girls among the 
candidates was nearly equal to the number of boys, the 
percentage of failures was lower among the girls than the 
boys. Among the junior boys the failures appear to have 
been 24} per cent, among the junior girls 22 percent. 
Of the seniors, 47 per cent of boys and 41 per cent of 
girls failed. The Syndicate appointed to conduct the 
local examinations find that the education of girls at 
school has made so great an advance within the last few 
years that they propose that an examination shall be held 
in every year for women.

The increasing prominence of facts like these will render 
it more and more difficult to maintain the classification of 
women with idiots and lunatics as persons unfit to exercise 
the political franchise.

AT the conferring of degrees and distribution of prizes at 
the close of the winter session of the University of Glasgow, 
the Very Reverend Principal CAIRD made some remarks 
on the injustice of the exclusion of women from the 
benefits of university education which are not only wise 
in themselves, but capable of a more extended application 
than the occasion which gave rise to them. After speak- 
ino of the character of the Scottish university as bringing 
the higher education within the reach of all classes of the 
community, the Very Rev. PRINCIPAL said: “Hitherto, 
however, it has, as I think, unfortunately, though not 
unaccountably, happened that while all other tests have 
been swept away, there is one.test of a very comprehensive 
character by which not less than one-half of the population 
has been rigidly excluded from a university education— 
I mean the test of sex. In no other case do we say to any 
intending student or class of students, I have a theory 
as to your mission in life, and the subordinate, or, at 
best, purely ornamental, r6le which Providence obviously 
intends for you; and therefore however clever and intelli
gent you may show yourself to be, however eager may be 
your desire for accurate scientific knowledge, my theory 
as to woman’s mission does not allow me to gratify it 
You may have the run of the circulating library, or get 
what scraps of science and philosophy you can pick up 
from popular lectures, but for you, I regret to say, wisdom 
at this entrance is quite shut out. In no other case have 
the professors of our higher schools of learning ever taken 

up this attitude, and I am happy to say that during the 
present session some of the professors of this University, 
under the sanction of the Senate, have shown that they 
regard it as a false and untenable one. I am persuaded 
that if this most rational and wholesome movement for 
the higher education of women proceed, as I have no 
doubt it will, much further than it has done, neither you 
nor any of us on this bench will have any cause to regret 
it. No one need fear that society will be injured by any 
of its members being made wiser and better informed; 
or, to take much lower ground, no one here, I think, need 
be apprehensive that his future domestic happiness will 
be disturbed by the too great intelligence of his actual or 
possible associates. And if either in man or woman a 
little knowledge is a dangerous thing, the true remedy is 
not ignorance but deeper knowledge.”

If these observations are true of the literary and 
scientific culture of women, they are equally true of 
political knowledge and patriotic spirit. If men have no 
moral right to hinder women in the pursuit of culture, 
neither have they a right to forbid them caring for or 
taking part in the affairs of the State of which they form 
an integral portion and to which they give services 
equivalent in value, if different in kind from those ren
dered by men.

Mr. Goldwin Smith, in a letter on the proposed employ
ment of Indian troops, describes an incident in the time 
of the mutiny as an example of the spirit he fears may 
be imparted to European warfare by contact with bar
barians. A British officer had been killed in a skirmish, 
and the infuriated Sikhs, assisted by some Englishmen, 
proceeded to take their revenge on one wretched man. 
After dragging him about by the legs and stabbing him 
in the face, they proceeded to what the narrator describes 
as " the worst.” They made a small pile of dry sticks, 
and held him upon the fire until life was extinct.

The point to which Mr. GOLDWIN SMITH says he 
desires specially to call attention is the participation of 
Englishmen in this hideous act, which some of them 
actually helped to perpetrate, while others, including the 
narrator, were looking on. Mr. Smith accounts for the 
cruelty of the Englishmen by assuming that “their 
nature had been altered by contact with barbarians, and 
by employment in savage war.” But if Mr. Smith would 
look over the columns of the daily papers, he would dis- 
cover that acts equally hideous are continually perpetrated 
by Englishmen who have never been in contact with any 

but native barbarians, and whose employment in " savage 
war " is limited to fighting in their own homes.

The very circumstance he cites can be paralleled in an 
instance of setting a wife on fire, which has come to hand 
just as we write. We learn that on May 18th a woman 
named Flannaghan, died at the Sheffield Infirmary from 
the effects of being set on fire by her husband. She had 
been in the infirmary two or three months. At the last 
Leeds assizes her husband was sentenced to twelve years’ 
penal servitude for attempting to murder her by setting 
her on fire. He locked her in the house, and then lighted 
her d/ress with a candle, holding her down in bed whilst 
her clothes were burning. We do not know whether he 
will be liable to a fresh indictment now that his attempt at 
murder has proved successful, but many men have suffered 
the extreme penalty of the law for less heinous offences.

We give instances of a few other deeds which have 
been perpetrated since the last issue of this Journal, the 
victims in each case being, not foemen engaged in warfare 
with the doers, but women engaged in ministering to 
their needs.

Beginning with the beginning of the month, we find 
that on May 2nd WILLIAM SPENCER was charged at 
Southwark with committing a savage assault on MARY 
ANN Bedford. The prosecutrix had lived with the 
prisoner fourteen years, and for a long time supported 
him by her own exertions. One morning she told him to 
get out of bed and look for work. This angered him, and 
he struck her a tremendous blow on the right eye. She 
felt her eye roll out. This result was probably uninten
tional, but the success of the blow appears to have 
delighted the ruffian so much that he threatened to knock 
her other eye out. But for this threat she would not 
have prosecuted, although he had injured her for life.

On May 3rd, THOMAS TAYLOR was charged at Bury 
with assaulting his wife. He had kicked her about the 
house “like a football,” and she was so fearfully injured 
that her life was in danger. On May 6th, GEORGE 
Morris was charged at Worship-street with assaulting 
his wife. He entered the house, and taking up the tongs, 
threatened to murder her if she did not leave the house. 
He struck her on the head with the tongs, knocking her 
down and cutting her head open. He chased her out 
into the yard, and because he could not catch her threw a 
brick at her. On May 6th, PATRICK MAHER was charged 
at Salford with having assaulted ANN WHITE, the wife of 
the man at whose house he lodged. He struck her over 
the eyebrow with a poker, and threatened to take her life.
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The woman sustained a severe wound. On May 7th, 
three cases of wife torture were brought before the Liver
pool magistrates. One was that of a cab-driver, who flew 
into a violent passion because his wife had only provided 
him with toast and milk for his supper. He made a 
savage attack on his wife, threw the basin at his son, 
inflicting a serious wound on the forehead, and threw the 
milk over his little daughter. On May 16th, PATRICK 
Birmingham was charged at Oldham with brutally as
saulting his wife. At one o’clock on Sunday morning be 
came home, saying he had lost all his money. He then 
kicked the table over and threw things about the house. 
After this he locked the door and kicked her about the 
house in a brutal manner, injuring her very much, and 
knocking two of her teeth out. He seized her by the 
hair, pulled her to the floor, and although she was 
approaching her confinement he kicked her three times 
in the abdomen. He was sentenced to six months'im- 
prisonment.

After these horrors, one is tempted to agree with the 
sentiments of WILLIAM REYNOLDS, who, being charged at 
Wakefield with neglecting his wife, starving, and beating 
her, admitted having given her a black eye, but said she 
had nothing to complain of compared to what some women 
have to put up with.

On the whole, a review of these cases might suggest 
the reflection that Mr. GOLDWIN Smith’s solicitude, lest 
Englishmen should be made more barbarous by contact with 
Indian troops may be misplaced, and that he should rather 
have feared that the morals of the Sikhs, whose fury was 
not, at any rate, vented on members of their own house
holds, might suffer if they were brought to this country, 
and shown the Conduct of the British husband and elector, 
while other Englishmen calmly look on.

All these ruffians have votes, while FRANCES POWER 
COBBE, Florence NIGHTINGALE, OCTAVIA HILL, and the 
noble army of women whose names are less conspicuous, 
but whose labours in the cause of humanity are not less 
self-devoted, are stigmatised as unfit to have the same 
privilege, denied the votes for which they ask, and deprived 
of the power and influence which the suffrage would afford 
in their efforts to stem the tide of human misery and 
crime, and raise the condition of the oppressed.

pesei

We record with extreme satisfaction the accomplishment 
of a reform in the law, which will give to unhappy wives 
now subjected to brutal assaults a way of escape from 
further violence at the hands of their husbands. The

amendments introduced by Lord PENZANCE into the 
Matrimonial Causes Acts Amendment Bill, and assented 
to by the House of Commons, enable a magistrate to give 
to a wife whose husband has been convicted of an 
aggravated assault upon her (1) the benefit of a judicial 
separation from her husband; (2) to secure to her the 
custody of her children under ten years of age; (3) to 
make an order upon the husband to contribute a weekly 
sum for her and their support while they are living apart 
from-him.

These provisions are in the main those which were 
devised by Miss FRANCES POWER Cobbe, and published 
by her in the April number of the Contemporary Review. 
They afford an eminent example of the benefits conferred 
upon poor and suffering women through the political 
wisdom and influence of able and philanthropic leaders of 
their own sex. So long ago as 1874 Mr. CROSS said, in 
answer to a question in the House of Commons from 
Colonel EGERTON Leigh respecting aggravated assaults 
on women, that the matter was under the consideration 
of the Government with a view to ascertain whether any 
measure could be introduced in regard to it. The 
problem seems to have been too hard for Her Majesty’s 
advisers, seeing that four years have elapsed and nothing 
came of their deliberations. It has been reserved for a 
woman to propound a really practical measure of reform, 
and to find it accepted and ratified by the Legislature.

A CORRESPONDENT, in expressing the thankfulness for the 
prospect of relief to outraged wives afforded by the 
measure which has now passed through Parliament, 
wonders whether it will apply to the following case, which 
she quotes as that of a near connection of her own. The 
wife supports herself and four children by keeping a 
school, her husband not giving anything—forcing himself 
to live with his wife, and partly living on what she earns. 
He is careful to keep within the law by not personally 
abusing her. He has never paid the rent, nor the ex
penses attendant on the birth of a child. He has had 
seven hundred pounds of his wife’s money, and her home 
has been broken and sold up three or four times. She 
can get no relief, and she dare not keep boarders for 
fear of him coming home intoxicated night or morning, 
and so she-is in a constant state of misery in trying to 
keep the home safe.

IN bis great speech at Manchester on April 30th, Mr. 
BRIGHT made an eloquent and passionate appeal to the 

whole people of England not to go to war. In his appeal 
he according to his wont, pointedly included women as well 
as men. But the policy of the country is controlled at 
the polling booths, and if women are to give any effective 
answer to an appeal to influence the action of Ministers 
or the complexion of a Parliamentary majority, the answer 
must be given through the ballot-box. It is idle mockery 
to ask women political questions, and to deny them the 
right to respond in the only manner in which an effective 
response can be given.

WE desire to call attention to the advertisement of the offer 
of £50 from a friend, on condition that £950 is subscribed 
by others. We trust that the whole sum of £1,000 may 
be subscribed, as it could be well utilised in the work we 
have in hand.

PUBLIC MEETINGS.
LONDON.

A public meeting was held on Thursday evening, May 23rd, 
at St. George’s Hall, Langham Place, in support of Mr. 
Courtney's Bill to remove the electoral disabilities of women. 
The chair was taken by J. T. Hibbert, Esq., M.P., and there 
were also present Mr. O’Sullivan, M.P., Mr. Blennerhasset, 
M.P., Mrs. Blennerhasset, Mr. O’Shaughnessy, M.P., Mr. C. 
B. Eastwick, C.B., and Mrs. Eastwick, Mrs. P. A. Taylor, 
Mrs. Pennington, Miss Arabella Shore, Mr. Hinde Palmer, 
Q.C., Miss Sharman Crawford, Mrs. Ewart, Miss Buss, Col. 
Higginson (U.S.), Dr. W. B. Hodgson, Mr. C. H. Hopwood, 
Q.C., M.P., Mrs. Cairns, Mr. Thomas Hare, Miss Becker, 
Miss Downing, Miss C. A. Biggs, Miss Tod, &c.

The CHAIRMAN, in opening the meeting, said that iu taking 
the chair he felt to some extent in a position of difficulty, for 
he had to make the confession to his numerous lady friends that 
this was the first time he had ever opened his mouth in favour 
of their proposal. He had, however, been a silent supporter 
and worker in the cause, and had on many occasions given his 
vote in favour of the Bill which they desired to see become an. 
Act of Parliament. (Applause.) He had the privilege of voting 
for it on the first occasion when it was brought forward by the 
late Mr. John Stuart Mill—(applause)—whose eloquent manner 
of introducing it must, he felt, have had a deep influence 
throughout the country generally. Ten or eleven years had now 
passed since the proposal was made, when the present Reform 
Act was in committee, to alter the word “man” into “person”— 
apparently a very simple thing to do—and leading men on both 
sides of the House had been found giving their support to the 
Bill which proposes to admit women to the suffrage. During 
the present session of Parliament something like 150 members 
voted in its favour, but that number did not fairly represent its 
supporters, some 200 having either voted or promised to vote 
for it. Great progress had also been made in respect to public 
opinion, for whereas in 1867 there were found to be only 
13,400 persons who signed petitions to Parliament in favour of 
the proposal, last year there were 268,400, or more than twenty 
times as many. Petitions came also from many of the great 
municipalities such as Birmingham, Edinburgh, Aberdeen r 
and Southampton. (Applause.) The vote had been given to 
women in municipalities, certainly one of the greatest steps I

that had ever been taken towards removing the exclusive privi
leges of whose existence women complained, and there are at 
the present time on the registers something like 108,000 
women voters, or one woman voter to every seven enfranchised 
male persons. That law had now been for some years in opera- 
tion, and had it been found to operate very injuriously we 
should more likely find the municipalities petitioning Parlia
ment against the vote than in favour of its extension, for Par
liamentary purposes. The Education Act, to a certain extent, 
enfranchised women, for it gave them the power to sit as members 
of School Boards, and there were doubtless many ladies in the 
room who were serving their districts well in this respect. One 
lady on his left, Miss Becker—(loud applause)—he knew to 
have accomplished very good work on the School Board of 
Manchester. (Applause.) Supporters of the movement had 
therefore no reason to be discouraged, and besides, it must be 
remembered that it always took a long time to pass anything 
like a good measure. It took a long time to remove the 
disabilities which in past years were placed upon various sec- 
tions of our countrymen, Roman Catholics, Nonconformists, 
and Jews; and it took a long time to extend the suffrage to 
the men of the country. It must be agreed that, if measures 
for the benefit of the male portion of the community were 
difficult to pass into law, still greater must be the difficulty 

-with any measure for the exclusive benefit of women, because, 
as he was sorry to say, women had not yet the same influence 
that men have. This question, though one of a very simple 
character, seemed to put in great fear and trepidation those 
who were opposed to it. They seemed to think that if women 
ratepayers were admitted to the franchise, almost a revolution, 
would immediately take place. He ventured to say that if 
that were the case, it would be one of a very satisfactory 
character. (Applause.) But there could be nothing like a 
revolution, as the greatest number of women householders who 
could be admitted would be something like one out of seven 
added to the present number of electors; but even their opera
tion would be intensely beneficial to the country in every 
way. It was said by the opponents of the measure that women 
had better attend to their home duties rather than meddle with 
questions of a political character. (Hear.) But there were 
home duties for men as well as for women—(hear, hear, and 
applause)—and he did not know that men were the worse for 
attending to their political duties as well as to their home duties. 
Unfortunately, in many cases, the charge was to be brought 
against them, that they do not attend to their home duties, 
particularly as regarded their wives and children. But as he 
had already observed, the Bill would not affect any very large 
proportion of the women of England. It did not propose to 
give votes to married women, but merely to women occupiers 
who are in other respects in just the same position as men who 
are occupiers. For his own part, he saw no distinction 
between a man occupier and a woman occupier, but thought 
the woman occupier as much called upon to vote as she 
was to perform other duties to her neighbourhood and to 
her country that men perform. (" No, no,” and " Question." ) 
He maintained that was the question. (Applause.) As a 
matter of justice, and to carry out the principles of the consti
tution, women occupiers ought to have votes. One of the 
principles of the constitution was that taxation and representa
tion should go together, but that was not carried out so far as 
concerned women occupiers in the matter of parliamentary 
representation. What were the reasons that awoman should not 
have a vote if she occupied a house and paid rates and taxes, 
just as well as a man ? It had been said that a woman would 
not be able to carry out all the responsibilities which she might, 
as a voter, be called upon to perform. That she could not, for 
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instance, be called upon to serve her country upon juries, or as 
a soldier upon the battle-field. (" Oh, oh.”) In regard to the 
question of juries, he thought that women would be very well 
and very advantageously placed as jurors in many cases that 
came before our courts of law. (A voice : “ In breaches of 
promise.” Laughter and applause.) They would come to, at 
least, as just and as proper, if not a more just and more proper 
conclusion than many of the juries of twelve men now called 
upon to give a verdict. But, without putting it in that extreme 
light, he would like to point out that at present there were great 
numbers of men who were excluded from serving on juries, 
perhaps because they were magistrates, or by reason of the 
profession they followed, who were yet allowed to vote for their 
representatives. (Applause.) As to women going into the 
battle-field, he did not suppose that anyone wished to see them 
as soldiers fighting our battles for us. But there were many 
positions in which women could serve their country in time of 
war. Florence Nightingale herself—(applause)—went out, if 
not to fight our battles, yet to fight against the disease and 
sickness suffered by those who did, and she was serving her 
country equally as well as any man who bled on the battle-field. 
(Applause.) And surely in the great question of peace and 
war women were equally able with ourselves to give an opinion. 
(Renewed applause.) It was said also that if the suffrage were 
given to women it would make them unfeminine, but, he would 
like to know, had the result of giving municipal suffrage 
to women been to make them less feminine than before ? 
(“Yes.”) It was very easy to say “yes.” (Laughter.) But 
as general elections only came round on an average once 
in every four or five years, he did not think that the fact 
of a lady or a woman giving her vote on such occasions 
could render her less feminine. (Laughter and applause.) 
He must think that the strength of a woman’s character was 
of a very uncertain kind if she could not stand a few months’ 
canvassing and the going up to give her vote, and of a kind 
that would hardly bear examination. (Laughter.) He had 
no fear that giving the voting power to a woman would render 
her less feminine. She would have her home duties to perform 
whether she voted or not, and that objection, therefore, must 
be regarded merely as a piece of sentiment, as were most of the 
other objections. Women in respect to the parliamentary 
franchise were in a different position from any other class of 
people in the country. If male suffrage were limited to in
comes of £1,000 per year it would no doubt be immensely 
restricted, but even the very poorest man by dint of hard 
labour and of economy might hope to attain to the position of 
a voter. But even that was denied to women. No efforts on 
their part to increase their income would admit them under 
such a law to the suffrage, and therefore they were in a position 
of exclusion different from any other class of the community. 
On these grounds, therefore, that women were unjustly ex
cluded from the franchise, and that the principles of the con
stitution demanded their admission, he came forward to-night 
to support the measure, and to express his sympathy and 
encouragement. He trusted his lady friends would have con
fidence, and go on as they had been doing, obtaining converts 
and making efforts all over the country. (Applause.) He was 
sure that it only required their sincere, their earnest, and their 
energetic efforts to succeed in admitting women householders 
within the constitution of the country. (Applause.)

Mrs. FAWCETT moved the first resolution, which was as 
follows: “That by the exclusion of women from the right of 
voting in the election of members of Parliament, a consider
able portion of the property, intelligence, and industry of the 
nation is deprived of representation in the House of Commons; 
and that the extension to women of political rights, by 

strengthening in them the sense of the responsibilities and 
duties of citizenship, would be conducive to the highest welfare 
of the state.” Every one, Mrs. Fawcett said, would agree that 
at least the first part of the resolution was a truism : that some 
part of the property, intelligence, and industry of the nation 
was vested in its female members. (Applause.) Of property 
it was needless to speak. Half-a-dozen names would at once 
arise in one’s mind of women possessed of vast wealth; and in 
every rank of life there were women possessing property of 
some kind or another. Then as to intelligence, not even the 
most violent denier of the rights of women would maintain 
that they did not possess at least some intelligence, however 
humble. (Laughter.) And as for the industry of the nation, 
one could not look around without seeing that women were 
employed in all parts of the country. In the cotton industry 
more than three-fifths of the persons employed were women, 
300,000 of them ; and in the whole textile trade of the United 
Kingdom two-thirds of the persons employed, or 611,000, were 
women. That part of the resolution, therefore, might be 
passed by, and she only wished that it had included one thing 
more, viz. : that by excluding women the great proportion of 
the law-abiding, good people, who are not dangerous to 
society, were omitted. (Laughter.) According to the criminal 
statistics in 1876, out of 16,000 persons committed for trial, 
only about 3,000 were women ; also the number of women in 
the country was about half-a-million in excess of the number 
of men. (Applause.) As a fact, then, for she did not bring 
the statement forward in the least as an argument, women 
were about four times more orderly than men. This question had 
to contend with the difficulties that always beset, in such a 
country as ours, every question that was new. People here 
would not adopt a new thing unless it were shown to be really 
valuable and good in itself. But this was a very good feature 
of our society, and one at which a woman should be the last 
to grumble at, as it was a great safeguard against rash, hasty, 

| and foolish legislation. It would also protect us from being run 
away with by the so-called logic of some people to the effect that 
if women were granted the vote to-day, they would be on the wool
sack and in command of the army to-morrow. (Laughter.) She 
trusted that the practical, sound sense of her countrymen would 
save us from these absurdities; and that it would be recognised 
that the granting of a reasonable request would place them in 
all the Stronger position to refuse at any future time a request 
which might be unreasonable. She wished also to point out 
that this was not a new question. True, this particular de
velopment of it, the demand of women for parliamentary 
suffrage was new; but the movement as a whole was as old as 
Christianity itself—the movement, that was, of men and women 
towards a higher life and greater freedom, which had charac
terised all countries as civilisation progressed. If we looked at 
the great national movements that had most strongly convulsed 
the nations of this and the last century, we should see that women 
had almost invariably played a part in them that had not 
been dishonourable to themselves. In the anti-slavery move
ment in America, women took an active and foremost part, 
and bore the brunt, to a great extent, of its most unpopular 
stages. In the great Italian movement for the freedom of the 
Unity of Italy, women again were not afraid to bleed and die 
for their country. A remarkable change had taken place in the 
position of women in the present, as compared with the last 
century. The chairman had already referred to the admission 
of women to the vote in municipalities, and of what they had 
accomplished in reference to the School Boards, but there were 
other subjects which might be mentioned. Take, for instance, 
the medical education of women. Ten years ago no woman 
could get on the medical register. That matter was now nearly 

settled, but the battle was not altogether won yet. (Applause.) 
Then in regard to general education, how much had been done 
during the last ten years ? Ten years ago the Schools Inquiry 
Commission issued its report, and what they had to say was 
that slovenliness and showy superficiality were the characteris
tics of girls’ education. Now the country is studded from one 
end to the other with good high schools and grammar schools, 
where girls receive sound education. The universities have 
opened their doors, and at the local examinations every year 
several thousands of girls are admitted by the universities of 
Oxford, Cambridge, and London—(applause)—and the London 
university examinations would soon be within the reach of all 
women of sufficient intellectual calibre to “go in" for them. 
There were also universities for women at Girton and Newton, 
where young women were at present enjoying the advantages 
of a university education, and judging from her knowledge of 
them the cause of women need have no more efficient mission
aries than they. Looking at these results they had reason to 
be well satisfied. (Applause.) If the cause made as much 
progress during the next decade as it had done in the past, 
they would not, she prophesied, be meeting together at the 
expiration of that period to advocate the admission of women 
to parliamentary suffrage. (Applause.) Many must have 
noticed that public men in their recent speeches had made 
appeals to the women of the country to exercise their influence 
in reference to so important a public matter as the Eastern 
Question—particularly Mr. Bright and Mr. Forster. (Ap
plause.) She was glad to see that recognition that women had 
political influence. Then why deny to women the right to 
exercise a direct influence on the election of members of Par
liament. (Hear, hear.) Was it for the good of the country 
that this power should always be used indirectly ? It was not 
likely, she thought, to be used with so much sense of responsi
bility and devotion to duty as if it were used directly. She 
did not say that was always the case, but she thought it was 
always likely to be so. (Hear, hear.) It was the duty of every 
woman who was making this claim for parliamentary suffrage 
to do something, every one of them, every day of their lives, to 
show that women were deserving of it. Some might ask, 
“How?, What can we do 1 We cannot be always making 
speeches.” That was not the way in which to work. What 
she specially would wish to see was that all women who are 
really in earnest on this question should study to make, their 
every-day lives a sample of the good work that women can 
do in whatever department of life they may find themselves 
called. Let them be good housekeepers, good needlewomen, 
good wives, good mothers. Let every one feel that in 
moving for this privilege, they are not at all under
valuing the duties of their home life. (Hear, hear.) They 
could also show that they are worthy of this trust by doing 
good work on School Boards ; by giving conscientious and 
faithful votes in electing members of School Boards. Evidence 
of the good work that was being done by the female school 
teachers of Ireland was to be found in a letter written to the 
Under Secretary of State for the sister country, which proved 
by statistics which had come to the writer’s knowledge that a 
larger sum per head of the capitation grant was earned by them 
than by the male teachers. The reason, probably, why the 
women had been more successful than the men was that there 
were fewer avocations open to them. If a man had special 
ability, he left his school for some more lucrative employment. 
She wished especially to remind young women that it was not 
by being bad needlewomen and bad housekeepers that they 
would show themselves worthy of the trust they claimed. It 
was just the contrary. They must do all that they were 
capable of doing as well as they were capable of doing it.

There were two instances which might be quoted to show that 
the admission of women to political privileges and to some kinds 
of public work had not, so far, produced a deteriorating effect 
upon their household work. There had been of late years a 
great enthusiasm among ladies in regard to needlework and 
cookery. Art needlework was no longer the fashion of the 
hour, but the intelligent pursuit of a large number of ladies. 
In regard to sewing, the requirements of the New Education 
Act were perfectly appalling to anyone brought up under the 
old regime. Schools of cookery also had been established all 
over the country, where young ladies were taught to make all 
kinds of delicacies; and they seemed to be imbued with the 
idea that if they were to be housekeepers, they ought, at least, 
to know something about it. (Applause.) This showed that 
if once women got the idea of wishing for excellence, they 
would carry it into the regions of housekeeping as well as of 
politics, and into every-day life. In regard to the question, 
then, of women’s sphere, she would say that she should seek to 
find the highest work that she was capable of doing, and do it 
with her whole soul and strength, at the same time not neglect
ing the humbler duties lying nearer to her hand. Women, if 
asked the extent of their aspirations, might, she thought, 
answer in the words of a modern writer : “ We trust that it 
yet may happen, that in the future no civilised man or woman 
will lack the opportunity of being physically and mentally the 
best that God has made them.” (Much applause.)

Mr. O. H. Hopwood, Q.C., M.P., seconded the resolution.
Miss Tod supported the resolution. The franchise was 

asked for, as the resolution said, for those women who held 
the necessary qualifications, in order that the property, industry, 
and intelligence of women at present unrepresented, might 
have fair representation. (Applause.)

Mc. Hare said he intended only to say a few words as to 
how the intelligence of the country could best be brought, to 
bear, and concentrated in the election of members of the House 
of Commons. Under the present system the expression of 
opinion of a large number of people was prevented. At least 
one-half of the population of the country was not represented. 
He thought that the bringing of the women into the voting 
power of the country would have a beneficial effect upon the 
men also.

Mr. William Francis HALE, a gentlemen, in the body of 
the meeting, who asked permission to address a few remarks, 
maintained that the ladies were not suffering any disabilities 
worth speaking of, and were fast getting all that they needed.

The resolution was then put and carried, there being but 
very few dissentients.

Miss BECKER moved: " That women being held equally 
with men responsible for the laws of the country, should 
therefore have a voice in electing those who make the laws; 
and that the chairman be authorised to sign on behalf 
of this meeting a petition in support of Mr. Courtney’s Bill 
to remove the electoral disabilities of women." Miss Becker 
contended that as women are amenable to the laws of their 
country, they had a very strong interest in making them. 
In conclusion, Miss Becker said she would take an 
illustration from one of the newest developments of science. 
At present the parliamentary ear was only attuned to loud 
voices, but there were others in the country—undertones of 
misery—and it was important that Parliament should hear 
these too. The marvels of scientific progress came upon us so 
quickly that we could hardly keep pace with them. There 
was a new instrument called the microphone, the object of 
which was to magnify sounds; and so powerful was it that the 
steps of a fly in its walk appeared to the listener like the tramp 
of a horse, and when it lifted up its proboscis the sound was 
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like the roar of an elephant. According to scientific men it 
was not impossible that by means of this they might hear the 
working of the molecular forces and thus obtain a deeper insight 
into the construction of the universe. This Woman’s Suffrage 
Bill was a parliamentary microphone which would enable Par
liament to hear the still small voices murmuring throughout 
the country. (Applause.) We were told by the great poet of 
France, M. Victor Hugo, that woman was the problem of the 
nineteenth century, as man was the problem of the eighteenth. 
It would have been impossible to settle the problem of man 
without the voice of man being heard; it would be equally 
impossible to settle this problem of woman unless the voices of 
women are heard.

Professor HODGSON, in reference to the objection to giving 
women the franchise on account of their being unable to 
fulfil all the duties which men were called upon to perform, 
dealt with the objection regarding their inability to serve in 
the army, and said that if this argument were carried to its 
legitimate and logical conclusion, the only persons entitled to 
the franchise would be those who had served in the army. 
Another fatal objection to this argument was that of all classes 
of the community the one exempted from the franchise was 
that engaged in military service. They being subjected to the 
orders of the Government of the day this, he thought, was very 
properly the case. (Applause.) To the objection that the 
enfranchisement of women would draw them away from the 
performance of domestic duties, the answers were manifold. 
In the first place married women would not have the votes, 
which would be given solely to women who are householders 
and ratepayers, and who, as such, were clearly entitled to 
exercise the same powers as men. Making a contrast between 
woman’s domestic pursuits on the one hand, and man’s intellec
tual or political pursuits on the other, Dr. Hodgson argued 
that some political knowledge on the part of the wife did not 
make her a less fit companion for her husband any more than 
a capacity for domestic enjoyment made the husband a less fit 
companion for his wife and family. There was no more 
necessity for her to neglect her domestic duties on account 
of her having the suffrage, than there was for the man 
to neglect his business on account of his having a wife 
and family. A distinguished woman of science, a Mrs. 
Somerville, one of the greatest mathematicians ever produced 
by this country, being observed one day by a friend 
apparently absorbed in thought, was asked what mathematical 
problem she was solving. “Well,” she replied, “ to tell you 
the truth I was thinking of a new bonnet.” (Laughter.) Miss 
Martineau, so eminent a woman and historian, was also eminent 
as a needlewoman. He (Professor Hodgson) had seen her 
carrying on a conversation by means of an ear trumpet, and at 
the same time never losing a stroke of her knitting-needle. All 
went on together. Feminine industries were carried on together 
with researches into philosophical and economical questions. 
In regard to domestic duties, he would say one tiling more. 
One would suppose to hear the outcry raised against this ques
tion of the franchise, that general elections came about at least 
once a week, and that voting for members of Parliament 
obviously occupied five or six hours. (Laughter.) It was not 
only proper that women should interest themselves in politics; 
it was of the utmost importance that they should do so. 
Politics, it had been well said, were " history in the making.” 
We talked of history as though it were simply a matter of the 
past; as if a wide and impassable gulf separated the past from 
the present. Every one of them, and members of Parliament 
especially, was making history. What they are doing now 
will be read by those who come afterwards, and will be found 
assuredly not less interesting than the French revolution at the 

close of the last century, and events still further back. Unless 
women were to be out off from the study of history, they must 
study politics. It was far more important that they should 
study the reign of Queen Victoria than the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth- or of Queen Anne. The great point of view in the 
study of history was that we might leave the world better than 
when we entered it. (Applause.) The one grand thing which 
women wanted was elevation of view—an enlargement of 
interests beyond the petty sphere in which it was the destiny 
and, we might say, the doom of very many of them to move, 
They needed enlargement of their interests so that they shall 
feel that they are members of a great community : that, in the 
words of the Scripture, they are citizens of “no mean city;” 
and that there rests upon them a great responsibility, which 
they can only discharge by acquiring the largest amount of 
knowledge and mental power which is within their capacity. 
(Much applause.)

Miss Downing supported the resolution.
Mr. HENRY Jones, who claimed to be an " intelligent 

opponent” of the movement, moved the following amend
ment : “ That in view of the present position to which 
woman has attained in the social and political systems of this 
country, it is unwise and inexpedient further to seek to disturb 
the satisfactory relations— (‘ Oh, oh,’) —which those condi
tions have called into existence.”

The Chairman : Does anyone second the amendment ?
Mr. James THOMPSON said that, although he did not altogether 

agree with the remarks of the mover of the amendment, he 
would second it, seeing that the meeting had been challenged 
by the chairman.

The amendment was then put and declared lost by a very 
large majority. The original motion was afterwards put and 
declared carried.

Colonel HIGGINSON (America) moved a vote of thanks to the 
chairman and to the speakers, and in the course of some pithy 
remarks he observed that he thought all the speeches delivered 
that evening had been eminently calculated to help forward the 
movement, and particularly the last speech from the gallery; 
(Applause.), —

Mr. HINDE Palmer, ex-M.P, for Lincoln, seconded the 
resolution. ' --

The response of the chairman brought this very successful 
meeting to a close.

HEREFORD.
On. Tuesday evening, May 21st, there was a public meeting 

in the Shire Hall, Hereford, with the object of considering, the 
question of women’s suffrage, with special reference to the 
extension of the parliamentary franchise to women house
holders. The meeting was held under the auspices of the 
National Society for the Promotion of Women’s Suffrage, at 
whose request the chair was taken by Mr. CHARLES ANTHONY, 
jun. The meeting was one of the largest ever held in Hereford, 
every single seat in the noble Shire Hall being occupied, while 
a great number of persons were turned from the doors un
able to obtain admission. The audience was a representative 
one, and all classes in the city and county furnished some 
representatives of both sexes and of both parties. The pro
ceedings throughout were of the most orderly character, and 
during the delivery of the speeches, to use a familiar expres
sion; “ a pin might have been heard to fall.” The two resolu
tions submitted to the meeting were carried almost unanimously, 
less than a dozen hands being held up against the first, and not 
more than half-a-dozen against the second.

The CHAIRMAN, in introducing the business of the meeting, 
asked for a full, a fair, and, without implying any agreement 
of views, a friendly hearing for the several speakers. As he 

occupied the position of chairman at the request of the friends 
of women’s suffrage, on account of the affirmative views he 
was known to hold, perhaps he might be allowed to occupy a 
few minutes of their time before entering upon the more 
interesting business of the evening, The claim for the enfran
chisement of women is a claim which touched so many questions 
all round the entire circle of social and political thought, that 
it was most difficult to approach it without feeling that they 
were only touching it with the tips of their fingers, and that they 
were in danger of damaging the cause they desired to serve by the 
ill choice or the inadequate choice of the facts which lie before 
them in the vast domain of reason, of experience, and of specu
lation. Although the subject of the enfranchisement of women 
no longer excited laughter and ridicule, as it did when ten 
years ago its advocacy in Parliament by the illustrious 
John Stuart Mill fixed the attention of the country, it 
was still a little staggering to find one’s self face to face 
with the necessity to support, in a few imperfect sentences, a 
principle which had been discussed in every conceivable form 
since the days of Plato, and which was interwoven not only 
with the best men’s thoughts but with all the more occult 
phases of the world’s history. How is it, he asked, that women 
do not already possess the franchise ? They, equally with men, 
were concerned in good government; and, in all that related to 
the suppression of violence, whether of blows or of domestic 
tyranny, they were even more concerned on account of their 
physical weakness. The answer had become stereotyped. Both 
the advocates and the opponents of women’s suffrage agreed 
that it was to be found deep down in physical force. (Applause.) 
But if it be might more than right which had so far been 
the ruling force of the world, was not the relative strength of 
those forces a very good measure of the civilisation of a country 
or of an epoch? And might not progressive civilisation be 
defined as the substitution for might of right, and as the sub- 
stitution for the rougher methods the higher and nobler warfare 
of man against nature, or rather the comprehension and adap
tation of the powers of nature by man to his use and elevation? 
(Applause.) It followed then that any exclusion of a weaker 
set by a stronger set afforded no proof or presumption that it 
was either just or beneficial. Pitt, Coleridge, and some Euro
pean statesmen of the last century opposed universal suffrage 
on the ground that it necessarily led to the enfranchisement 
of women. Talleyrand could not reconcile the exclusion of 
women on any abstract principles; de Tocqueville expressed 
the same opinion ; and it seemed to him (the Chairman) that 
the debates in Parliament during the present century on the 
extension of the suffrage to men were conclusively in favour of 
the extension of the suffrage to women. (Hear, hear.) It had 
been argued that the franchise should be placed on an educa
tional basis ; would that test exclude all women ? It had been 
argued that taxation and representation should go together; 
would that test exclude all women ? It had been argued that a 
certain rating or rental qualification should confer a vote ; would 
that test exclude all women ? It had been argued that habitual 
drunkenness or the conviction of any crime should disqualify for 
the franchise; would that test exclude all women? (Laughter 
and applause.) It had sometimes been argued that the sufficient 
reason why more than half the race was excluded from the 
franchise, although no one denied them an equal concern in the 

- laws, was that women do not thereby suffer any practical 
grievance. . But the legal disability was in itself a practical 
grievance of the very worst kind, and so long as human nature 
remains what it is, so long must the interests of the unenfran
chised suffer. (Hear, hear.) The suffering had been so real 
and substantial that in the words of Lord Brougham “there 
must be a total reconstruction of the law before women can 

have justice.” (Hear, hear.) Nor did recent measures which 
had slightly ameliorated her condition, and which were the 
direct result of the agitation by women for women, diminish 
the truth of that dictum, or of the yet more sweeping statement 
of Lord Macaulay, who said that “ even in those countries where 
women are best treated the laws are generally unfavourable to 
them with respect to almost all the points in which they are 
the most deeply interested.” (Applause.) These opinions 
were uttered without any reference to the question of women’s 
suffrage. Therefore they may be taken for what they are 
worth as the calm and judicial utterances of a great law 
reformer and a great historian, who had thus placed upon record 
their solemn conviction that the wrongs of woman—whatever 
their cause and whatever their remedy—were deep, organic, 
and universal. (Applause.) With regard to the two old 
questions which appeared to underlie all the rest, viz., What 
is the proper “sphere” of woman? which was only another 
form of the question, What is the “ nature ” of woman ? and 
Ought that “sphere” to be decided in any way except by 
leaving women, perfectly unfettered, and on a perfectly equal 
footing before the law, to decide for themselves ? He (the 
chairman) said that no one believed politics to be the sphere of 
all women any more than of all men. They ought not to try 
to map out woman’s sphere as they did a garden. It is action, 
not speculation, which reveals natural laws, and a woman’s 
ability is the measure of her sphere. Without any legal dis
ability, women should be allowed to judge for themselves what 
is their proper ‘ sphere,” whether of duty or of employment. 
(Applause.) He believed that the more they considered this 
question the more they would be disposed to think that the 
disability of women was founded more in might than in right, 
that it was maintained more by prejudice than by reason, and 
that what was commonly condemned as “ unnatural ” would 
often be found to be only “uncustomary.” (Applause.)

Mr. MEYSEY Clive said he had the honour of proposing the 
following resolution, viz., “ That by the exclusion of women 
from the right to vote in the election of members of Parliament, 
a considerable portion of the property, intelligence, and industry 
of the nation is deprived of representation, in the House of 
Commons, and in the opinion of this meeting the parliamentary 
suffrage should be given to women on the same conditions as it 
is granted to men." He urged that, in considering this ques
tion, all prejudices should be put on one side, and that while 
they might discard if they would the argument that women 
were entitled to the suffrage as a right, they might contend 
that they were entitled to it on the ground that it would be for 
the interest of the community at large ; and if it would be for 
the interest of the community at large, there could not be the 
slightest doubt that it was right that the suffrage should be 
granted to women. . (Applause.) He believed that the com
munity at large would benefit if women were permitted to have 
a vote, and that the interest of all, especially of women, would 
be promoted. That being so, he contended that it was for 
those who would exclude any portion of the community from 
exercising the franchise, to prove that the granting of the fran
chise would not be for the benefit of the community at large. 
More than one-half of the community were women. Some 
people said that the interests of women were identical with 
those of men, and therefore that it was quite unnecessary that 
they should have the suffrage. He considered that such an 
argument as that would not hold, water for a single instant. 
(Hear, hear.) , it was generally admitted, he believed, that 
there were many cases in which the interests of women were 
separate from those of men. The speaker alluded to an article 
by Miss Cobbe in the Contemporary Review, in advocacy of 
women’s suffrage, and quoted the opinion of John Stuart Mill, 
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as follows :—" The majority of women of any class are no 
likely to differ in opinion from men of the same class, unless 
the question is one in which the interests of women, as such, 
are involved; and if so, they ought to have the suffrage.’’ 
(Hear, hear.) If the intellectual argument were admitted 
to the fullest extent, no one would pretend to say that women 
were intellectually inferior to many of those men whom the 
legislature in its wisdom had seen fit to endow with the suffrage. 
(Applause.) All they were urging by the resolution which he 
proposed was, that women who had the same qualifications as 
men should be admitted to the exercise of electoral rights in 
parliamentary matters. (Hear, hear.)

The Rev. G. H. KIRWOOD seconded the resolution, and 
contended that there was not found a greater proportion of 
intelligence among men than among women. Some of the 
sweetest poetry was written by women, and some of the most 
beautiful language was written by women. They were suc
cessful in Universities, and in the Cambridge examinations; 
and therefore, without doubt or hesitancy, they had a great 
claim for women with regard to intelligence. (Hear, hear.) 
With regard to industry, he was bold to say that women worked 
not only quite as hard as men, but even a great deal harder; 
and when they remembered that in England and Wales, there 
were three millions of women who were earning their own 
living in a respectable way, without the help of men, they 
could not say that the whole nation was represented in the 
House of Commons, when so many persons were excluded from 
the Suffrage. The laws passed by the Legislature had as much 
to do with the women as they had to do with the peasant or 
the peer. Did they think that if the mind of woman had 
influenced the House of Commons, that they would have 
argued for twenty long years before they passed the Bill for the 
Abolition of Slavery ? Women were equal to men in intellect; 
they shared with men the happiness of wise laws, or had to 
bear with men the misery of bad legislation. (Hear, hear.)

Miss Becker supported the resolution, which was carried by 
a large majority, the dissentients numbering less than a dozen.

The Rev. J. 0. Hill proposed that a petition to the House 
of Commons be adopted and signed by the chairman on behalf 
of the meeting, and that memorials be sent to the members for 
the city and county of Hereford, and to the member for the 
borough of Leominster, asking them to support Mr. Courtney’s 
Bill to remove the electoral disabilities of women. ,

Mr. PHILIP RALPH (ex-Mayor of Hereford) seconded the 
resolution, and said he believed that if women were admitted 
to the Parliamentary franchise there would be no reason what
ever to regret the passing of the Bill. (Hear, hear.)

Miss Sturge and Dr. Eliza DUNBAR also supported the 
resolution, which was carried almost unanimously, only about 
half a dozen hands were held up against it.

On the motion of Mr. F. WILDING, seconded by the Rev. G. 
H. KIRWOOD, a vote of thanks was accorded to the ladies who 
had addressed the meeting.

Miss Becker acknowledged the compliment, and proposed a 
vote of thanks to the Chairman for presiding.

The Rev. W. D. V. DUNCOMBE, seconded. Carried unani
mously.

The CHAIRMAN acknowledged the compliment, and the 
meeting, which had lasted over two hours, then broke up.

HIGH WYCOMBE.
A meeting was held in the Wycombe Town Hall on April 

25th. The chair was occupied by Mr. Wyeth, and there were 
also on the platform Miss C. A. Biggs and Miss Annie Young, 
delegates from the National Society for Women’s Suffrage; 
Alderman Thurlow, Councillor Wootton, Mr. W. Butler, and 
Mr. D, Clarke.—The Chairman, in his opening remarks, spoke 

of the importance of any question that affected the representa
tion of the people, and expressed a strong opinion that taxation 
and representation should go together.—Councillor Wootton 
moved the first resolution, which was seconded by Alderman 
Thurlow, and carried unanimously.—Miss Annie Young and 
Miss Caroline Biggs also addressed the meeting in support of 
the movement, and a resolution was unanimously agreed to 
that a petition to Parliament should be adopted and signed by 
the chairman on behalf of the meeting, and that memorials to 
the members for the borough and the county requesting them 
to support Mr. Leonard Courtney’s “ Bill to Remove the 
Electoral Disabilities of Women” should by signed by the 
chairman and forwarded by him.

READING.
A public meeting- was held on May 2nd, in the Reading 

Town Hall, in support of the Bill for conferring the Parlia
mentary suffrage upon women householders. The Mayor (Mr. 
J. Silver) presided, and was supported on the platform by Mr. 
George Palmer (since elected member for Reading), the Rev. 
C. D. DuPort, the Rev. C. R. Honey, Lady Spokes, Mr. J. A. 
Brain, Mr. D. Clark, Miss 0. A. Biggs and Miss Hart (deputa
tion from the National Society of Women’s Suffrage), &c.

The CHAIRMAN said the question before them was a public, 
not a private or a party political question; and the text was 
• Is it right ?"

Mr. PALMER moved the first resolution—" That it is contrary 
to the principles of free constitutional government that any class 
or number of persons should be deprived of direct representation 
in Parliament; and this meeting is of opinion that the Parlia
mentary vote should be given to women on the same conditions 
as it is now given to men.” For some reason he could not explain 
why the question of women’s rights had been treated with 
ridicule by men who otherwise were very sensible. But there 
were women as hard-headed as men, as capable of defending 
their own position, who asked no favour, but were prepared to 
support their claim to the suffrage upon sound, logical grounds, 
as they thought, and as he also ventured to think. Having 
spoken of the influence exerted by women upon the progress of 
the race in all ages, he said the principle of giving equal rights 
to those who were upon an equality as to property and rateable 
value had already been conceded, whether by design or accident, 
in matters of local government. When women exercised their 
legitimate and natural right to interfere in the choice of Parlia- 
mentary representatives, questions would be brought to the 
surface which had been kept out of sight until now, but which 
nevertheless needed attention. (Applause.)

The Rev. C. D. DUPORT seconded the motion, which was 
supported by Miss 0. A. Biggs, and carried, with two or three 
dissentients.

Alderman Exall proposed a resolution requesting the mem
bers for the borough and county to support Mr. Courtney’s 
Bill, which was seconded by Miss Hart, and passed unani
mously.

A vote of thanks to the Mayor concluded the proceedings.
MARLBOROUGH.

On May 2nd a highly respectable audience assembled at the 
Town Hall, Marlborough, at a meeting called to promote the 
extension of the parliamentary franchise to women house
holders. The MAYOR of Marlborough presided, and was 
supported by Mrs. L. S. Ashworth Hallett and Rev. A. 0. 
Macpherson, who formed a deputation from Bristol.

The MAYOR said he had been asked to. preside over the 
meeting, and he agreed with the object, as he thought that 
those ladies who were householders or who were the owners of 
property should be allowed to give a vote.

The Rev. A. G. BLEECK moved the first resolution, which 
was to the usual effect. It was seconded by the Rev. A. C. 
MACPHERSON.

Mr. J. H. Harrison moved as an amendment—“ That 
this meeting, while approving of the extension of parlia
mentary franchise to women, condemns the agitation in favour 
of pushing women forward to fill every office now held by 
men.” The Mayor declined to accept the amendment as 
having anything to do with the meeting, which only dealt 
with the parliamentary franchise.

Mr. A. CHURCH begged to propose as the amendment “That 
this meeting does not consider it necessary to alter the law with 
regard to women’s suffrage.” Mr. J. A. HARRISON seconded 
the amendment.

Mrs. Ashworth Hallett seconded the resolution. The 
Mayor then took the sense of the meeting, and declared the 
resolution carried.

Mr. Hallett proposed a vote of thanks to the Mayor for 
presiding, and expressed himself extremely gratified with the 
support given that evening to the proposal for extending the 
franchise without distinction of sex.

The MAYOR, in reply, said it was a great pleasure to him to 
preside over a meeting which, although opinion was divided, 
had passed off so pleasantly.

MONAGHAN.
A lecture on " Women’s Rights ” was delivered by Miss Tod, 

of Belfast, in the Court House, on 25th April, which was 
largely attended. The chair was occupied by J. Buchanan 
Kose, Esq., president of the Young Men’s Improvement Associa
tion, by whose invitation the lecture was given. The Rev. J. 
Alison, Messrs. Little, Heatley, &c., took part in the proceed
ings, which were very cordial and unanimous.

LEGACURRY.
Miss Isabella M. S. Tod, of Belfast, gave a lecture at Lega- 

curry, near Lisburn, on " Women’s Rights from a Christian 
point of view,” in Legacurry Presbyterian Church, on Friday 
evening, for the benefit of the local Sunday School. The house 
was well filled with a respectable audience. The Rev. Mr. 
Brown introduced Miss Tod, who sustained for more than one 
hour the attention of her hearers. The address elicited warm 
applause, and the object in view was fully attained.—Northern 
Whig, .

LINLITHGOW.
A meeting was held in the County Rooms, Linlithgow, in 

April last, the deputation from Edinburgh being Mrs. Masson, 
Miss Louisa Stevenson, and Miss Kirkland. The Rev. Dr. 
Millar Nicolson in the chair. Mrs. Masson and Miss Louisa 
Stevenson gave short addresses, clearly explaining their views, 
and claiming equal rights for proprietors and ratepayers as 
proprietors and ratepayers. A petition in support of the Bill 
was adopted.

DRAWING ROOM MEETINGS.
LONDON.

On May 17th, Mrs. Thomas Taylor had at her residence, 1, 
Hyde Park Gardens, an " At Home,” which was very nume
rously attended, and at which a discussion took place on. 
“ Women’s Sphere, Political and Social.” Mr. Fitch, who filled 
the office of chairman, in some opening remarks alluded to 
several favourable symptoms with regard to the future of women, 
including the increased facilities for their higher education and 
the opportunities afforded for their entrance into honourable, 
useful; and remunerative employments, some being in the public 
service; and it would, he thought,' be a proper sequel to these 
social improvements to admit women to the exercise of political 
rights.—Miss Orme spoke to the same effect.—Mr. Whateley

Cooke Taylor, one of her Majesty’s factory inspectors, gave a 
brief history of factory legislation, in its bearing upon women.— 
Miss Tod and Miss C. A. Biggs continued the discussion.— 
The proceedings terminated with a vote of thanks to the chair
man, and one to the hostess, Mrs. Taylor.

ETON.
A drawing-room meeting was held at the residence of Mr. 

and Mrs. Hale, Eton. College, on the 18th May, which was 
addressed' by Mr. Fitch, Inspector of Schools, Miss Tod, and 
Miss Helen Taylor. An opportunity was then given for 
discussion, when a number of questions were asked by gentle
men present, which were answered by the speakers. A cordial 
vote of thanks was passed to Mr. and Mrs. Hale for their 
kindness in giving so many the opportunity of hearing the 
subject of women’s suffrage so fully treated. A petition to the 
House of Commons was signed by the Chairman (Mr. Hale) 
on behalf of the meeting.

[Several notices of meetings are postponed owing to want 
of space.]

CORRESPONDENCE.
To the Editor of the Women’s Suffrage Journal.

Dear Madam,—It has been represented to me that, as I was 
secretary of the London National Society for Women’s Suffrage, 
it may be useful for me to send you for insertion in your journal 
a short statement respecting the amalgamation of the London 
National Society with the National Society. This desirable 
result has been effected entirely through the instrumentality of 
our new leader in the House of Commons, Mr. Leonard 
Courtney. He, represented very strongly to the executive 
committees of both societies that the existence of the two 
societies in London, having the same object in view and working 
in the same groove, was a weakness to the cause which we all 
had at heart, and he advocated amalgamation. The London 
National Society were the more willing to follow his advice as 
they believed that the difference of opinion that had caused the 
separation some years ago had practically disappeared, and that 
both, societies were convinced of the desirability of confining 
their efforts to the obtaining the suffrage for women. This 
being so, there was no longer any reason for the existence of 
two societies in London, and thus Mr. Courtney found his work 
of reconciliation easy. The two societies are now united under 
the title of " The National Society for Women’s Suffrage,” and 
meetings of the joint committee have been held. I have only 
to add that I believe we are all heartily desirous of working 
together in the future so as to promote as efficiently as possible 
the success of our cause ; and I have no doubt that we shall 
find union to be strength.—I remain, Madam, yours faithfully,

Eliza 0. CAIRNES,
Hon, Sec. of the Central Committee of the National Society for 

Women’s Suffrage.
London, 20th May, 1878.

TAXATION AND REPRESENTATION.
To the Editor of the Women’s Suf rage Journal.

Madam,—I reside as below, and, as a householder, have a 
parliamentary vote. My neighbours of Nos. 4, 5, and 6, same 
sized houses, same rents, rates, taxes, &c., &c., have no vote, 
being women householders, widow ladies, though there husbands 
each had when living. Now, if “taxation without representa
tion. " be " tyranny " to me, surely it is equally so to my neigh
bours, females though they be.—Yours very truly,

3, St. Thomas’s Square, W. E. CORNER.
Hackney, London, May 8th, 1878.
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MANCHESTER NATIONAL SOCIETY 
FOR WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE.

SUBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS 
EECEIVED DURING MAY, 1878.

CENTRAL COMMITTEE.
SUBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS 

FROM APRIL 20 TO MAY 20, 1878.

Mr. E. Binney, F.R.S. (2 years) 
Mrs. Long ... ••• ••• ••• •••' 
Mr. M. M. Warburg..................  
Mrs. Thomas Taylor, London ... 
Mr. James Edmondson ... ... 
Mr. John Every.......................... 
Et. Hon. C. P. Villiers, M.F. ... 
Miss K. P. Hutchinson ..........  
Mrs. Chandler ... ... ..........
Mr. H. Woodhead, Manchester (2 yea 
Mr. Alderman Maltby, Bolton.. 
Mrs. Kenderdine........................... 
Mrs. Cooper, Norwich ...........
Mr. Alderman Baker, Stalybridge 
Mrs. H. C. Gerard ... ... ... 
Miss Dixon ... ... ■•• ••• -•:—* 
Mrs. Turner... ... - ..........  
Mr. Phillip H. Minshall ..........  
The Misses Cogan ..................  
Mr. J. Briggs, Ulverston..........  
Mrs. Adams... ... ••• ••■ >•• 
Mr. Smith, Hull ..........................
Mr. Alderman Bailey, Boston ... 
Mr. Henry Harris ... ... — 
Mr. John Christie ..........  —
Mr. John Johnson ..............  
Mr. Sam Parkinson ..............  
Miss Lizzie Taylor ..............  
Mrs. Duncan ... ... ... »»■ 

' Mrs. Wood, Skelton ..................
Miss Mary Jane Pool..................
Mrs. Mary Jones, Stockton

2
2 
i

s.
2
0
1

Mrs. Harrow ... ... :................
Mrs, Ida Thompson, Middlesborough 

SCARBOROUGH.

Mr. Joseph Petrie.................. . ■•• ■
Mrs. Rountree ...............................
Mr. J. Kountree "... ................  •
Mr. J. W. Teale, M.A........................
Miss Theedam ..........• ... ••• •
Dr. Cross ...........................  ••■ •
Dr. Pearson.......................................
Mrs. Marris......... . ••• ... .. •
Mr. S. Woodhouse ........... ■•• •
Mr. J. Hildyard ........... ................
Mr. J. Beckwith...............................
Mr. H. M. Cockerill .......................
Mr. Plummer Yeoman.......................
Mr. R. Murgatroyd ... ••• ... •
Mr. J. P. Baker ... ........... ... •
Mr. H. M. Cross ..............................

1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0 
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0 
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0 
0
0

1
1
1
1
0

10
10
10
10

5
5
5

5
5
3
2
2
2
2

2
2
2
2
1

i 
i

10

5
2
2

2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2
2

d.
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
6
6
6
6
0
0
0
0
0
6
6
6
6

o 
o
0 
0
6
6 
6
6
6
6 
6
6
6
6
6
6

£ s. d.
Mrs. F. Pennington.......................... 20 0 0
Mrs. S. A. Allen.................................. 2 2 0
Mr. Babb ...... ... ... ... — 1 1 0
Mr. Edrio Bayley .......................... 1 1 0
The Rev. A. G. L’Estrange .......... 110
Mr. Wm. Shaen................... ... -... - 1 1 0
Mrs. Askey ... ... .......................... * 0 0
The Hon. E. B. Canning.................. 1 0 0
Mrs. Clarke.........................  ■•• ... 10,0
Mr. Serjeant Cox................  ... ... 10 0
Miss Holland .................................. 1 0 0
Miss Newnham ... ... .................  10 0
Mrs. Mark Pattison .......................... 1 0 0
Miss Simcox... ... ........................... 1 0 0
Mrs. Abercrombie .......................... 0 10 0
Mrs. Donkin ................................  0 10 0
Mr. R. H. Household.......................... 010 0
Mrs. Howell.......................................... 0 10 0
Mrs. Leach ......................... . ........... 0 10 0
Miss Travers ................................. . 0 10 0
Mr. T. Wilson .............  • 0 10 0
Miss Baines ......................... • ... ••■ 0 5 0
Mr. Coulton.................. ■■■ ■■• ■•■ 0 5 0
Miss Donkin .........  ... . .......... 0 5 0
Mrs. Grundy ... .......................... 0 5 0
Mrs. Rose St. Barbe Haslam .......... 0 5 0
Mr. Alfred Jermyn ............................ 0 5 0
Dr. J. Lowe... ... ... ... ... ... 0 5 0
Miss Pang ... ... ... ... ... ..’ 0 5 0
Miss Bees .... ... ... ... ... 0 5 0
Mrs. Reid ..........." ... ... ... ... 0 5 0
Mr. J. W. Thew .. ........... ... ... 0 5 0
Miss F. 0. Albert ... ... ... ... 0 2 6
Miss Mary Albert ........................... 0 2 6
Mr. J. Connor ..........    0 2 6
Mrs. Jackman ..........  ...” ... ... 0 2 6
Mrs. Wade ... ... ... ... ... ... 0 2 6
Miss Wade .. ... ... ... ........... 0 2 6
Miss Carey......... . ... ................... 0 1 0
Mrs. Francis ... ... ... ... ... 0 1 0

PETITIONS.

£41 8 0

DUBLIN COMMITTEE.
SUBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS FROM

FIFTEENTH REPORT.
10 April—7 May, 1878.

Brought forward, Petitions 238—
Api. Signatures 52,370

JAN. TO MAY, 1878. £ s. d.
Mrs. Brooks... ... ... ... ........... 10 0
Charles Cobbe, Esq., D.L... ........... 1 0 0
Mr. Charles Eason ... ............... 10 0
Mrs. Charles Eason ...  ............. . 1 0 0
Mr. and Mrs. T. J. Haslam ... ... 10 0
Mr. Alfred Webb......... . .................. 1 0 0
S. M. Greer, Esq................................. 0 10 0
Mrs. Byrne ... .................................. 0 5 0
Mr. J. H. Reid ........... .................. 0 5 0
Miss E. Russell.................................. 0 5 0
Professor Mir AuladgAli, T.C.D. ... 0 2 6
Miss Geoghegan...; ................. ... 0 2 6
Miss M. F. Gough .......................... 0 2 6
Miss W. Webb ..." ................... ... 0 2 6
Miss Tobias.. ... ... ............ ... 0 2 0
Miss M’Dowell ... ' ... ... ... ... 0 1 0
Lady Murray ... ... ... ... ... 0 10

£7 19 0
Mrs. HASLAM, 91, Rathmines Road, ) Hon.
Miss McDowell, 45, Mespil Road, % Secs.

9314 10 BRIDGE OF ALLAN, Women
Householders (Mr. J. Bright) 35

9315 „ MANCHESTER (Mr. J. Bright)... 157
9318 „ MANCHESTER (Mr. J. Bright)... 474
9317 ,, Bkidgbof Allan (Mr. J.Bright) 168
9318 ,. BRIGHOUSE (Lord F. Cavendish) 14
9319 ,, COLDSTREAM(Mr. Baillie Hamil-

ton) ........ .............................. 54
9320 ,, TYLDESLEY and ATHERTON-CUM-

Chowbent (Mr. Hardcastle) 66
9321 „ BRIDGWATER, Members of the

Thompson Lodge, Indepen
dent Order of Good Templars 
(Major Lee)........ . ........... . 14

9322 „ BRIDGWATER (Major Lee)............ 22
9323 „ Batley (Mr. Serjeant Simon). 126
9324 ,, LEEDS, the Mayor, Aldermen,

and Burgesses (Mr. Wheel- 
house) ........    Seal 1

9325 „ LEEDS (Mr. Wheelhouse) ....... 201
9326 11 SCARBOROUGH, Mayor, Alder- 

men, and Burgesses (Sir C.
Legat'd)....................................Seal 2

9327 12 BRIGHTON (Mr. Ashbury)...... 1,531

9328

9329
9330

9331

9332

9333

9334
9335
9336

9337

9338

9339

9340

9341

9342

9343

9344

9345

9346

9347
9348
9349

9350

9351
9352
9353
9354

9355

9356

9357

9358

9359

9360
9361
9362
9363

•
9364
9365

12 Neath, Glamorganshire, the 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Bur- 
gesses (Mr. Dillwyn)............... Seal 2

„ Kelso (Sir George Douglas)... 208
Kelso. Woman Householders 

(Sir George Douglas)......... 31
„ SUNDERLAND, the Mayor, Alder- 

men, and Burgesses (Mr.
Gourley) ....................... ------ Seal 1

,, Paisley, the Provost, Magis
trates, and Town Council 
(Mr. John Holms).....Seal 1

„ Northampton, Members of the
- Municipal Corporation (Mr. 

Phipps)....... . Seal 1
„ BATLEY (Mr. Serjeant Simon). 139 
,, WESTMINSTER (Mr. W. Smith), 607

15 DENT, in the county of York 
(Viscount Helmsley).......... 47

„ YARM-UPON-TEES, county of 
York, public meeting, Isaac 
Smith, chairman (Viscount 

Helmsley) .. ............
„ LONDONDERRY (Mr. Charles

Lewis) .........    70
„ YARM-UPON-TEES, county of

York (Mr. Milbank) ......... 34
,, LAZENBY, public meeting, 

William Holmes, chairman 
(Mr. Milbank) .    1

,, LYMM, county of Chester (Mr.
Rylands) .............................. 120

„ BATLEY, county of York, 
public meeting, Maria Vere, 
chairwoman (Mr. Serjeant 
Simon) ............... ........  1

16 RETFORD, public meeting, 
John Antis, mayor, chair
man (Mr. William Beckett 
Denison) ........ .............. 1 

„ STOKE Newington and ISLING- 
ton (Sir Andrew Lusk).......  324

„ LEEDS (Mr. Wheelhouse) ...... 316
May .

6 WEST HARTLEPOOL, public 
meeting (name illegible), 
chairman (Mr Bell) .  1

,, MANCHESTER (Mr. Birley)...... 465
„ MANCHESTER(Mr. Jacob Bright) 240 
„ FARNWORTH (Mr. Algernon

Egerton) ........   40
„ J. A. KENNETT and others (Mr.

Forsyth) ..............................  17
„ MARYLEBONE (Mr. Forsyth) ... 29
„ MARYLEBONE (Mr. Forsyth)... 19
,, FALMOUTH(Mr. David Jenkins) 40
„ READING, public meeting,

James Silver, mayor, chair
man (Mr. Lefevre)............ 1

,, Beckenham and other places
(Sir Charles Mills)............... 80

„ West Wickham and other
places, county of Kent (Sir 
Charles Mills)........ . ............. 17

„ CHISLEHURST, county of Kent
(Sir Charles Mills)...............  14

,, BROMLEY, county of Kent (Sir
Charles Mills)  .................. 18

„ GILLINGHAM, county of Dorset, 
Members of the Gillingham 
Lodge (No. 1345) of Indepen
dent Order of Good Templars 
(Mr. Portman) ......... 33

„ WESTMINSTER (Sir C. Russell). 1,029 
,, Tower HAMLETS (Mr. Samuda) 943
„ CLERKENWELL (Mr. Torrens)... 282
„ „ . Female Inhabi

tants of (Mr. Torrens) ....... 720
„ HAWICK (Mr. Trevelyan) ....... 203
„ SELKIRK, Provost, Magistrates, 

and Town Council of (Mr.
Trevelyan) .............. ...................  Seal 5

9366 6 KIDDERMINSTER, Women of ... 80
9367 7 MANCHESTER (Mr. Birley)........  694
9368 „ GREENWICH (Mr. Boord). 801
9369 M MARLBOROUGH, public meeting,

William C. White, Mayor, 
chairman (Lord Chas. Bruce) 1

9370 h Sheffield (Mr. Courtney) ... 76
9371 „ Waterford „ ... 11
9372 „ West Wickham, and other

places, county of Kent (Mr.
Courtney)  ......   9

9373 „ H. A. NISBITT and others (Mr.
Courtney)................... . 13

9374 „ G. L. Frost and others (Mr.
Courtney)................. .  15

9375 „ H. WELD and others (Mr.
Courtney)....................  14

9376 „ EASTER Duddington, Porto- 
bello, drawing-room meeting 
held at the residence of Mrs. 
Hope, G. T. Jamieson, 
chairman (Mr. Grant) .  1

9377 „ Eston Mines, public meeting,
B. M'Dougall, chairman
(Mr. James)................ . 1

9378 „ BATLEY, Women of, public 
meeting, Emma Hodges, 
chairwoman (Mr. Serjeant
Simon) .....................  1

both Hunter, chairwoman 
(Mr. M'Laren)........ .......... 1

10264 9 AsHTON-UNDER-LYNE (Mr.

Mellor) ......................  3082
10265 ,, PEEBLES, Provost, Magis-

trates, and Town Council
(Sir Graham Montgomery) Seal 1

10266 „ Bristol, Bedminster (Mr.
Morley )..............................  649

10267 „ CLIFTON (Mr. Morley)............ 413
10268 ,, RATHMINES and neighbour

hood (Colonel Taylor).......  136
10269 10 WITHERIDGE and THEL-

BRIDGE, Devonshire (Sir 
Thomas Acland)............... —

10270 „ Glasgow (Mr. C. Cameron) 218
10271 „ CHELTENHAM (Mr. Agg-

. Gardner) ..........................  14
10272 „ ISLINGTON and other places

(Sir Andrew Lusk)........... 145
10273 „ Edinburgh, Women house

holders of St. Stephen’s 
Ward (Mr. M'Laren)......  149

Total No. of Petitions 336—Signatures 72,239

Total No. of Petitions 303—Signatures 63,053

SEVENTEENTH REPORT.
13—17 May, 1878.

Brought forward, Petitions 336—
Apl, Signatures 72,239

SIXTEENTH REPORT.
8—10 May, 1878.

Brought forward, Petitions 303—
May Signatures 63,053

10241 8 HEREFORD (Mr. Biddulph) ... 36
10242 „ Kilburn (Mr. Coope)..........  665
10243 „ Sir K. WILSON, Bart., and

others (Mr. Courtney) .. 11
10244 „ Mary MINSBIER and others

(Mr. Courtney) ............ 13
10245 „ STOCKTON-ON-TEES, members

of the Municipal Corpora- 
tion (Mr. Dodds).............. Seal.

10246 „ MARYLEBONE (Mr. Forsyth) 102
10247 „ TWERTON-ON-AVON( Mr. Hay

ter) ..........    572
10248 „ Bath, Teachers in the High

Street for Girls (Mr. Hay- 
ter) ..............    7

10249 „ Eston, Yorkshire (Viscount
Helmsley).........,.,........... 88

10250 „ EDINBURGH (Mr. M'Laren)... 297
10251 „ MIDDLESBOROUGH - ON - TEEs,

public meeting, E. Dun- 
can, chairman (Mr. Mil- 
bank);..............................  1

10252 „ REDCAR, public meeting, C.
Bell, chairman (Mr. Mil- 
bank)............. . ................... 1

10253 „ Leeds (Mr. Wheelhouse) ... 170
10254 9 BRIGHTON (Mr. Ashbury) ... 1015
10255 „ MANCHESTER (Sir T. Bazley) 478
10256 „ MANCHESTER (Sir T. Bazley) 190
10257 „ BRIDPORT (Colonel Digby) ... 1
10258 „ ECCLES (Mr. Hardcastle) ... 20
10259 „ Llanelly (Mr. Jones) ....... 694
10260 „ CORSTON (Mr. Gore Langton) —
10261 „ KELSTON and BITTON (Mr.

Gore Langton);............  9
10262 „ Croydon, Teachers in High

School (Sir T. Lawrence) 9
10263 „ EDINBURGH, drawing-room

meeting held at the resi
dence of Miss Hunter, 5, 
Gt. Stewart-street, Eliza-

10703 16 POCKLINGTON (Mr. Sykes) ... 33
May -

10704 13 Falmouth, Cornwall, Mem
bers of the Municipal Cor
poration of (Mr. Cole).........Seal 1

10703 „ HAMPSTEAD, Male Inhabitants
of (Lord G. Hamilton)....... 37

10706 „ HAMPSTEAD, Female Inhabi
tants of (Lord G. Hamilton) 164

1'0707 „ Bath (Mr. Hayter) ..........  26
10708 , Milverton and other places.

Members of the Independent 
Order of Good Templars
(Captain Hood).............  2

10709 ,, CAMBRIDGE, Students of Newn-
ham Hall (Mr. Marten) ... 19

10710 /, CHISLEHUEST (Mr. Mills) ........ 4
10711 ,7 BECKENHAM (Mr. Mills) ........ 8
10712 „ BRISTOL (Mr. Morley) ............. 112
10713 „ BEDMINSTER, Bristol (Mr.

Morley) ............................... 481
10714 „ Perth (Mr. Parker)................ 577
10715 „ Perth, Female Inhabitants

(Mr. Parker) ................... 76
10716 ,, YETMINSTER Lodge (No. 956)

of the Independent Order 
of Good Templars (Mr.
Portman) ............   17

10717 „ GLOUCESTER (Mr. Wait) ......... 573
10718 14 PORTISHEAD (Major Allen) ... 159
10719 „ YATTON, Members of Lodge

No. 1,583 of the Indepen
dent Order of Good Templars 
(Major Allen).....................

10720 ,, CARLINGCOTE, Members of
Lodge No. 3,178 of the In- 
dependent Order of Good 
Templars (Major Allen) ...

10721 „ WRINGTON, Members of Lodge
No. 1,721 of the Indepen
dent Order of Good Temp- 
lars (Major Allen)..............

10722 ,, Manchester (Sir T. Bazley).. 192
10723 „ ,, „ 246
10724 , ALLENDALE, drawing-room

meeting held at the house of 
Mrs. Glover, P. R. Glover, 
chairman (Mr. Coope) ...... 1

10725 „ REDBROOK (Mr. Cordes) ........ 1
10726 „ Monmouth (Mr. Cordes) ....... 96
10727 „ Rothesay, Bute, Women

Householders (Mr. Dal- 
rymple) ..........................  38

10728 „ ROTHESAY, Bute (Mr. Dal-
rymple) .........     148

10729 „ CAROLINE A. Biaas and others
(Sir Charles Dilke) ........... 18

10730 ,, CHELSEA (Sir Chas. Dilke) ... 1,484
10731 „ DANIEL KING and others (Mr.

Fawcett).................    40
10732 „ CORK (Mr. Goulding) ......... 15
10733 „ WORCESTER (Mr. Thomas

Hill) .........    17
10734 „ HIGHGATE (Sir A. Lusk) ........ 94
1073d „ LARGS (Mr. Montgomerie) ... 152
10736. „ LARGS, Women Householders

of (Mr. Montgomerie) ....... 31
10737 „ F. J. BRADLEY and others

(Mr. Balli) ......   96
10738 „ HIGHGATE and Crouch END

(Mr. Torrens)....................... 342
10739 ,, Leeds (Mr. Wheelhouse) ... 197
10740 „ ............................ ......................
10741 15 Alloa (Mr. Adam) ............... 167
10742 „ MANCHESTER (Mr. Birley) ... 92 3
10743 ,, Middlesborough - ON - Teeb

(Mr. Bolckow) ................... 1054
10744 „ Talks, Staffordshire, Inde

pendent Order of Good 
Templars, Templars on the 
Hill Lodge, No. 599 (Mr.
David Davies) ................... 11

10745 „ BERTHA STERLING and others
(Mr. Gordon)....................... 2004

10746 ,, DUNSE (Mr. Baillie Hamil
ton) ......   65

10747 n WORCESTER (Mr. R. Hill) ... 239
10748 ,, Boston, in public meeting

assembled (Mr. Ingram) ... 1
10749 „ GATESHEAD-ON-TYNE, Mem

bers of the Gateshead High 
School of Girls (Mr. James) 4

10750 „ REDCAR, York (Mr. Milbank) 38
10751 „ WESTMINSTER (Mr. W. Smith) 1289
10752 „ BELVEDERE (Mr. Wm. Ewart

Gladstone)........................... 165
10753 „ PLUMSTEAD (Mr. Wm. Ewart

Gladstone)............................... 1218
10754 ,, Kelso, Women Householders 82
10755 ,, HARROW (Mr. Coope) . .......... 25
10756 „ INVERARY and neighbourhood

(Sir William Cuninghame) 3
10757 16 London, Members of the

Patriotic Society’s Club, 
(Sir Andrew Lusk) ........... 1

10758 „ Exeter, Members of the In
dependent Order of Good 
Templars (Mr. Mills)....... 55

10759 , LYMPSTONE, Members of the
Independent Order of Good 
Templars (Mr. Mill)......... 16

10760 „ CRIEFF, Women Householders
(Colonel Moray) ........   2

10761 „ CRIEFF (Colonel Moray)........  21
10762 „ MUTHILL (Colonel Moray) ... 3
10763 „ ELLACOMBE, Members of the

Independent Order of Good 
Templars (Sir L. Palk) ... 31

10764 17 Leeds, Women Members of 
the Methodist Chapel, Vent- 
nor Street, Mary Bury, 
chairwoman (Mr. Barran).. 1

10765 „ LLANFAIR JUXTA HARLECH,
Merioneth (Mr. S. Holland) 7

10766 „ GATESHEAD.(Mr. James)......... 62
10767 „ LEEDS (Mr. Tennant) ............ 187
10768 ,, PAR, Cornwall (Mr. A. Vivian)
10769 „ SALFORD (Mr. O. Walker) ... 1,998

Total No. of Petitions 403—Signatures 87,408
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Is the most Durable 
and Satisfactory 

Trimming for Ladies’, 
Children’s, & Infants’ 

Wardrobes.

CASH’S
CAMBRIC

NONE ARE GENUINE 
WITHOUT THE NAME 

AND TRADE MARK 
OF J. & J. CASH.

FRILLING
TO BE HAD OF DRAPERS EVERYWHERE.

DO NOT UNTIMELY DIE!
Sore Throats Cured with One Dose- 

FENNINGS’ STOMACH MIXTURE.
BOWEL COMPLAINTS cured with One Dose. 
TYPHUS or LOW FEVER cured with Two Doses.
DIPHTHERIA cured with Three Doses.
SCARLET FEVER cured with Four Doses.
CHOLERA cured with Five Doses.

Sold in Bottles, 1s. 1 id. each, with full directions, by all Chemists.
None are genuine but those with the Proprietor's name, ALFRED 

FENNINGS,” printed on the Government Stamp, round each Bottle.

DO NOT LET YOUR CHILD DIE!
FENNINGS' Children’s Powders Prevent 

Convulsions,
ARE COOLING AND SOOTHING.

FENNINGS CHILDREN’S POWDERS
For Children Cutting their Teeth, to Prevent Convulsions.

Do not contain Calomel, Opium, Morphia* or anything injurious to a tender babe 
Sold in Stamped Boxes at 1s. 1}d., and 2s. 9d. (great saying), 
with full directions. Sent post free for 15 stamps. Direct to 
ALFRED FENNINGS, West Cowes, I.W.

Read Fennings' " Every Mother’s Book,” which contains valuable 
Hints on Feeding, Teething, Weaning, Sleeping, aec. Ask your 
Chemist for a free copy.

THE UNIVERSAL HOUSEHOLD REMEDIES!!!

HOLLOWAY'S PILLS & OINTMENT
‘These excellent Family Medicines are invaluable in the treatment of 
I all ailments incidental to every HOUSEHOLD. The PILLS PURIFY, REGULATE 
and STRENGTHEN the whole System, while the OINTMENT is unequalled for the removal of 
all muscular and outward complaints. Possessed of these REMEDIES, every Mother has at once 
the means of curing most complaints to which herself or Family is liable.

N.B.—Advice can be obtained, free of charge, at 533, Oxford Street, London, daily between the hours of .
11 and 4, or by letter.

By the use of which, during the last Forty Years many Thousands 
of Cures have been effected; numbers of which cases had been pronounced 
INCURABLE!

The numerous well-authenticated Testimonials in disorders of the HEAD, 
CHEST, BOWELS, LIVER, and KIDNEYS; also in RHEUMATISM, 
ULCERS, SOKES, and all SKIN DISEASES, are sufficient to prove the 
great value of this most useful Family Medicine, it being A DIRECT 
PURIFIER OF THE BLOOD and other fluids of the human body.

Many persons have found them of great service both in preventing and relieving 
SEA SICKNESS; and in warm climates they are very beneficial in all Bilious 
Complaints.- , : 2

STONS VECEn,
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A. I TRADE MARK. 6 . ‘

"RIFYING p^
Soldin boxes, price 74d., 1s. 14d., and 2s. 9d., by G. WHELPTON & SON, 3, Crane Court, Fleet-street, London, and by all 

Chemists and Medicine Vendors at home and abroad. Sent free by post in the United Kingdom for 8, 14, or 33 stamps.
Printed by A. Ireland & Co., Pall Mall, Manchester, for the Proprietors, and Published by Messrs. Triibner and Co.. 57 and 59, Ludgate Hill, London, and

Mr. John HEYWOOD, Manchester.—June 1, 1878.—Entered at Stationers’ Hall.


