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Daughter of the ancient Eve, 
We know the gifts ye gave and give ; 
Who knows the gifts which you shall give, 
Daughter of the Newer Eve ?

— Francis Thompson.

Equal Pay for Equal Work
BY D. J. Aickman

(President, London Unit National Union of Women Teachers)

On Monday, November 25th, at 8 p.m. a 
I Mass Meeting, convened by the London Unit 
I of the National Union of Women Teachers, 
I and supported by prominent women’s organiza- 
I tions including St. Joan’s Social and Political 
I Alliance, will be held at the Friends’ House, 
I Euston Road, to demand Equal Pay for Equal 
I Work as between men and women in all trades 
I and professions.

The principle of Equal Pay for work of equal 
I value has for long been conceded a fundament- 
I ally sound one. The principle has been laid 
I down in Part XIII of the Treaty of Versailles 
I which states: “The following methods and 
I principles for regulating labour conditions seem 
I to the High Contracting Parties to be of spec- 
I ial and urgent importance . . . The principle 
I that men and women receive equal remunera- 
I tion for work of equal value.” It is of im- 

portance to remember that Great Britain is a 
I High Contracting Party. The House of Com- 
I mons on May 19th, 1920, affirmed its belief in 
■ the equity of Equal Pay in the Civil Service, 
| the resolution then passed declaring “That it 
| is expedient that women should . . . receive 
■ equal pay.” Women are still anxiously wait- 
1 ing for some small indication that these pledges 
| will be honoured.

Meanwhile, the gross under-payment of 
I women in State Services continues. In the 
I leaching Profession, equality of service is in- 
I disputably evident. The training of men and 
I woman teachers demands an equally long pro­

bation to obtain equal qualifications. Both men 
| and women work the same hours, teaching an 

equal number of scholars, who sit for the same 

examinations, and are expected to reach the 
same degree of proficiency. No one will now 
assert that the education of girls is of less value 
to the community and of less importance than 
that of boys. Bearing these facts in mind, it 
is hard to appreciate the reasons for paying a 
woman teacher only four-fifths of a man teach­
er’s salary, and for finally penalising her at the 
end of her career by awarding her a smaller 
pension, since, in this profession, pensions are 
based on the average salary for the last five 
years of service. Women teachers await with 
growing impatience a revision of salary scales 
with these disabilities removed.

In the Civil Service, the same salary dis­
abilities are evident. In spite of repeated trib­
utes to the efficiency of women from Business 
and Government Sources—tributes which 
frankly assert that there is little difference in 
the relative output of men and women—that, 
moreover, the introduction of women into the 
business life of the city has improved and facili­
tated business (an opinion delivered by Sir 
William Waterlow, a former Lord Mayor of 
London)—the standard rate of women’s pay 
in the Civil Service is considerably lower than 
that of their male colleagues. To this is added 
the further indignity that if she attains an ad­
ministrative post, a woman often receives less 
than the men who work under her. Women 
Civil Servants also wait with growing impati­
ence the coming of this long-delayed reform.

It is important to remember, however, that 
Equal Pay is the symbol of a movement much 
wider than its monetary aspect. It is assumed 
too often that the question is merely one of
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wage differentiation. Its antagonists bring for­
ward the old argument that women’s needs are 
not as great as men’s, assuming that women 
have no requirements beyond the strictest 
necessities of life; and, therefore, demanding 
that this entirely fictitious assumption should 
govern their rate of payment. Actually the 
monetary aspect of the problem is the lesser 
one. The real evil, apart from the grave in­
justice to the women concerned, lies in the 
effect this under-payment has upon men work­
ers, and potential workers in the same occupa­
tions. A large supply of cheap labour—in this 
case—-female labour, jeopardises the position of 
men, and reacts adversely upon wage stand­
ards; for, in all cases where a reserve of cheap 
labour is available, employers tend to give it 
preference, men’s positions become correspond­
ingly precarious, and any attempt to secure im­
provement in wages is defeated at the outset.

These facts must be forced home to men and 
women alike. The strength of the case for 
Equal Pay grows as women increasingly 
demonstrate their ability to do the same work 
as men, and to do it under similar conditions. 
The process is slow and gradual, but many of 
the results can already be seen to-day in the 
professions, and in the ever-growing absorp­
tion of women in industry. Conditions govern­
ing the employment of men and women are 
matters of public interest. The problem is a 
grave social one which cannot lightly be ig­
nored. Established custom, in this case, can 
and must be broken. The question of Equal 
Pay for Equal Work is a question confronting 
men no less than women.

<. JOSEP 
oare

Mill Hill Missionaries are 
winning souls to the Faith at 
the rate of over 50,000 yearly. 
Four hundred priests in the 
mission fields of India, Kenya, 
the Congo, Philippines, Cam- 
eroons, Borneo, New Zealand, 
Sarawak and Uganda.

MILL HILL
Seven hundred students are 
now training to take their part 
in this greatest of all works. 
We rely entirely upon the 
generosity of the faithful.

St. Joseph’s 
Foreign Missionary Society

Mill Hill, N.W.7

WOMEN CANDIDATES
UNIONIST —19

Viscountess Astor, Plymouth, Sutton; Duchess of 
Atholl, Perth and Kinross, Kinross and Western; Mrs. 
G. Beaumont, Yorks., West Riding, Rothwell; Miss 
T. Cazalet, Islington, East; Mrs. 1. Copeland, Stoke- 
on-Trent, Stoke; Miss M. G. Cowan, Edinburgh, 
East; Miss M. Graves, Hackney, South; Miss F. Hors, 
brugh, Dundee; Miss B. Jackson, Derby, Clay Cross; 
Miss D. Roddick, West Ham, Plaistow; Mrs. N. 
Runge, Bermondsey, Rotherhithe; Miss F. E. Scar­
borough, Monmouth, Ebbw Vale; Mrs. H. Shaw, 
Lanark, Bothwell; Mrs. D. Spearman, Poplar, South; 
Mrs. G. T. Stoneham, Glamorgan, Caerphilly; Mrs. 
H. B. Tate, Somerset, Frome; Mrs. E. Tennant, 
West Ham, Silvertown; Miss Irene Ward, Wallsend; 
Mrs. S. A. Ward, Stafford, Cannock.

LIBERAL—10
Mrs. Corbett Ashby, Hertford, Hemel Hempstead; 

Miss Barbara Bliss, Carlisle; Miss Hilda Buckmaster, 
Essex, Maldon; Miss F. L. Josephy, Wiltshire, 
Devizes; Mrs. C. A. Macdonald, Perth and Kinross, 
Kinross and Western; Miss A. Mackinnon, Yorks, 
East Riding, Holderness; Miss C. Macmillan, Edin­
burgh, North; Miss Dorothy Osborn, Sussex, Rye; 
Miss N. S. Parnell, Willesden, East; Mrs. M. Win- 
tringham, Buckinghamshire, Aylesbury.

INDEPENDENT LIBERAL —1
Miss M. Lloyd George, Anglesey.

labour —33
Mrs. Adamson, Kent, Dartford; Mrs. H. Bentwich, 

Middlesex, Harrow; Miss Margaret Bondfield, Walls­
end; Mrs. C. Borrett, Gloucester, Stroud; Miss A. 
Bulley, Chester, City of Chester, Miss G. Colman, 
Sheffield, Hallam; Mrs. F. Corbet, Lewisham, East; 
Miss Lucy Cox, Yorks., West Riding, Pudsey and 
Otley; Mrs. A. Fremantle, Westminster, St. George’s; 
Mrs. C. S. Ganley, Paddington, North; Mrs. B. 
Gould, Manchester, Hulme; Mrs. Jacobs, St. Mary- 
lebone; Mrs. F. Kerby, Lancaster, Darwen; Mrs. H. 
M. Keynes, Southend-on-Sea; Miss Susan Lawrence, 
Stockton-on-Tees; Mrs. Jean Mann, Renfrew, West­
ern; Mrs. L. Manning, Sunderland; Mrs. M. A. 
Mercer, Birkenhead, East; Lady Noel-Buxton, Nor­
folk, Northern; Mrs. E. Pakenham, Cheltenham, 
Mrs. G. Paling, Stafford, Burton; Mrs. M. Power, 
Hornsey; Mrs. C. Rackham, Essex, Saffron Walden; 
Mrs. E. V. Short, Westmorland; Dr. E. Summerskill, 
Bury; Mrs. C. M. Wadham, Hampshire, New Forest 
and Christchurch; Mrs. M. Wallhead-Nichol, Brad- 
ford, North; Miss M. Whately, Wandsworth, Clap­
ham; Mrs. Blanco White, Middlesex, Hendon; Miss 
M. M. Whitehead, Dorset, Northern; Miss Ellen Wil­
kinson, Durham, Jarrow; Mrs. B. Woodburn, Edin­
burgh, South; Miss D. Woodman, Middlesex' Wood 
Green.

I.L.P.—1
Mrs. A. Bevan, Lanark, Northern.

INDEPENDENT—1
Mrs. van der Elst, Wandsworth, Putney.

By request of the Alliance the 9 o’clock Mass 
on polling day, November 14th, was offered 
in the Lady Chapel at Westminster Cathedral, 
to beg Divine Guidance for the men and women 
electors.

Notes and
THE GENERAL ELECTION

By the time this number is in the hands of 
our readers the results of the General Election 
will be known.

On another page we publish the Election 
\ddress of the Equal Status of Women Com­

mittee on which our Alliance is represented.
St. Joan’s Alliance has its own questionnaire 

which has been sent to all our members for 
submission to Parliamentary Candidates. 
Besides questions on points dealt with in the 
Equal Status Manifesto, our questionnaire 
asked candidates if they would press for: Fair 
and adequate financial treatment for Catholic 
elementary and secondary schools; Adequate 
Maternity Services throughout the country; 
and if they would oppose any policy of the 
Ministry of Health designed to allow informa­
tion on artificial birth control to be given at 
centres and clinics maintained out of public 
funds, and the introduction of any legislation 
designed to promote the sterilisation of mental 
defectives.

We are not unmindful of the gravity of the 
present issues at stake, both in the national and 
international field, but it is essential that jus­
tice between men and women should form the 
basis of any national policy, and it is the work 
of our Alliance to press for equality.

As the Alliance is composed of members of 
all shades of political opinion, help was given 
to candidates pledged to our reforms irrespec­
tive of party. We publish elsewhere in this 
issue a list of women candidates which includes 
two of our members, Miss Nancy Stewart 
Parnell, B.A., a member of the Executive 
Committee, and Miss Monica Whately, one of 
the first members of the Catholic Women’s 
Suffrage Society. We congratulate Miss 
Eleanor Rathbone (Ind.) on her unopposed 
return for the Combined English Universities.

* * * *
. As reported in the Evening Standard, Sir 

Charles Higham speaking recently on “Women 
in Business” at a luncheon of the Association 
of Trade and Technical Advertisement man­
agers, said that women should get the same pay 
as a man for doing similar work.

Unfair prejudice still exists,” he said, 
men will use women in the home, doing un­

paid work for 12 hours a day. They will ask 
their advice in everything- artistic. They will 
allow them to control the world’s markets with 
their shopping baskets, they will allow them 
to rear them, bear them, prepare their food,

Comments
wash their clothes, so long as they will do so 
without an honest salary.

“A wife gets her keep. A maid gets her 
keep and wages. Why?”

* * * *

Readers should procure this quarter’s Sower 
(a journal of Catholic education published at 
Alton, Stoke-on-Trent) and read for themselves 
the excellent article on “Catholic Women at 
Oxford,” by our Committee member, Miss P. 
C. Challoner, M.A. This article pleads that 
the education of Catholic girls at Oxford should 
be taken seriously, and was written in reply to 
another article on the same subject which 
appeared in a previous Sower.

* * * *
In order to express appreciation to Mrs. Cor­

bett Ashby for her many years of devoted ser­
vice to international and feminist causes, it has 
been decided to make her a joint presentation. 
For this purpose a Committee has been formed 
representative of the many organizations 
whose work she has forwarded. Mrs. Seligman 
is Chairman and Viscountess Astor, M.P., Hon. 
Treasurer. A book containing the signatures 
of all those who have contributed to the fund 
(individual amounts not mentioned) will make 
part of the presentation. Contributions should 
be sent before December 14th and should be 
accompanied by a signature.

Letters (marked Presentation Fund) containing 
subscriptions with signatures, may be sent to: The 
Viscountess Astor, M.P. (Hon. Treasurer), Miss Anne 
Buchanan, Miss H. M. Todhunter (Joint Hon. Secre­
taries), 17 Buckingham Street, Adelphi, London, 
W.C.2. Cheques to be made payable to Corbett 
Ashby Presentation Fund.

* * * *

We offer warmest congratulations to our 
chairman, Mrs. Laughton Mathews, M.B.E., 
on her very fine speech made at the Mass Meet­
ing of Catholics which took place in the Albert 
Hall under the Chairmanship of His Grace the 
Archbishop of Westminster, on October 29th. 
Readers will find the speech on page 99.

* * * *
I he Woman’s Movement has lost a staunch 

supporter by the death of the Rt. Hon. Arthur 
Henderson, M.P., who was an advocate of the 
cause of woman suffrage in its early and un­
popular days. Miss Somers represented St. 
Joan’s Alliance at the Memorial Service in 
Westminster Abbey.

We ask the prayers of our readers for the 
repose of the soul of our member, Mrs. Walm- 
esley, who died recently. R.I.P. We offer 
deepest sympathy to her daughters, both mem­
bers of our Alliance.



96 THE C\IHOLIC CITIZEN 15th November, 1935 15th November, 1935 THE CATHOLIC CITIZEN 97

ST. JOAN’S SOCIAL AND POLITICAL ALLIANCE,
AND

Editorial Office oj “ Catholic Citizen ” :

55 Berners Street, London, W. i. Tel. Museum 4181 
Signed articles do not necessarily represent the opinions of the Society.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.
Mrs. Laughton Mathews, M.B.E., Chairman.
Miss Barry, Hon. Secretary.
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Miss I. M. Dickinson.
Miss FEDDEN.

GENERAL ELECTION, 1935
Election Address of the Equal Status of Women Committee

/ o the Men and Women of the Nation, the Political Parties, and to all Parliamentary 
Candidates

Although women now vote on the same 
terms as men, there are still injustices to be 
remedied and obstacles to be removed in order 
that they may have full political, economic and 
social equality and responsibility with men.

The Societies united in the Equal Status of 
Women Committee set forth in this Election 
Address a number of the reforms which are 
essential to the establishment of this complete 
equality, and call upon all men and women to 
co-operate in securing the speedy abolition of 
all disabilities imposed upon women, so that 
they may share fully with men the responsili- 
ties and rights of adult citizens.

1. EQUAL ECONOMIC STATUS
Emancipation of the Woman Earner

We demand recognition of a woman’s funda­
mental right to be regarded as an individual, of 
her right to contract, to earn, to receive equal 
pay for equal work, and to have equal oppor­
tunities with men for entry and promotion in 
her work.

We demand that a married woman shall be 
free to decide for herself whether or not she 
shall engage in paid work and that the Sex 
Disqualification (Removal) Act, which pur­
ported to throw open all posts to women irres­
pective of marriage, shall be made effective.

Government and Municipal Services
On the grounds of justice, efficiency and the 

maintenance of the standard of living‘s we de­

Miss Graham.
Mrs. Hand.
Miss Jeffery.
Mrs. O’Connor.
Miss Nancy Stewart Parnell, B.A.
Mrs. Shattock, M.B., B.S.
Miss Christine Spender, Hon. Editor.

mand that women Civil Servants, Teachers, 
and all other employees of Local Authorities, 
shall be paid at the same rate as men for 
similar or identical work.

Government Service.—The Diplomatic, Con­
sular, Indian and Colonial Services and the 
Trades Commissioner Service, arc closed to 
women by Order in Council under the Sex Dis­
qualification (Removal) Act.

Women Civil Servants are still paid at a 
lower rate than men in the same grade 
although resolutions in favour of equal pay 
were passed by the House of Commons in May, 
1920, and August, 1921.

We demand that these injustice be remedied.
The Teaching Profession.—Since the Edu­

cational Service is directed by Local Authori­
ties under the control of the Board of Educa­
tion and the Treasury, the Government is 
directly responsible for the present inequitable 
conditions under which women teachers, hav­
ing the same qualifications and performing the 
same duties as men, receive approximately 80 
per cent, of their men colleagues’ rate of 
salary. Also, since pensions are based on 
average salaries, women teachers are further 
penalised by receiving smaller pensions than 
men for the same length of service.

We call upon the Government returned to 
power to take immediate steps to establish 
equal pay for equal work in the teaching pro­
fession, and, further, we demand that 

appointments to the headships of mixed 
schools, to administrative posts and the inspec­
torate shall be open equally to men and women 
and that the best candidate, irrespective of sex, 
shall be appointed.

Equal Social Insurance
Women have been treated with gross injus­

tice in the Social Insurance schemes of the 
country.

In Unemployment Insurance women have 
taken far less out of the fund than have 
men, yet a much higher percentage of women 
have been disallowed benefit. They have been 
more severely dealt with than men under the 
means test, they get less than men proportion­
ately, and their funds have been taken to pay 
for some of the men’s dependents.

Under the Anomalies Act nearly a quarter 
of a million married women have lost their 
insurance rights—rights they have paid for— 
solely on the ground of marriage.

Under Health Insurance, because their 
claims were higher than those of men (but not 
higher than several groups of men) women 
have had their benefits lowered.

We demand that this exploitation of women 
in Insurance shall cease and that:

(a) the contributions payable by and on 
behalf of women be made the same as for 
men, and that the benefits be the same for 
women and men;

(b) the Anomalies Act shall be so amended 
as to restore to married women workers the 
right to obtain unemployment benefit on the 
same conditions as other workers.

Women in Industry
We demand that, in industry, any regulations 

and restrictions shall apply equally to men and 
women, that is to say, they should be based 
on the nature of the work, and not on the sex 
of the worker.

Restrictions on women’s work, which are not 
placed on men’s work, are not protection but 
are limitations of women’s right to contract 
and her wage earning opportunities; they en­
courage the exploitation of women in already 
over-crowded and under-paid trades.

At present the adult woman is classed in 
Labour Law with the young person and the 
child. The recognition of women, in such 
laws, as adult human beings with the same 
personal rights as adult men will be the first 
step towards the abolition of the present arti­
ficial division between men’s work and women’s 
work, and towards the abolition of the present 

artificial division of wage rates into a “male 
rate” and a “female rate” irrespective of the 
similarity or even the identity of the work done. 
The only real protection for wage earning 
women is equal status and equal pay.

We demand that the Government shall not 
ratify the new (Geneva) Night Work Conven- 
tion, and shall denounce all international con­
ventions imposing differential restrictions on 
women’s right to work.

Trade Boards
We demand that, when Trade Boards fix 

minimum rates of wages, these shall not be 
lower for women than for men.

Income Tax of Married Persons
We demand that the incomes of married 

persons shall be automatically assessed and 
taxed separately. Each spouse shall be en­
titled to the ordinary personal abatements on 
his or her separate income and shall share be­
tween them any marriage and children’s abate­
ments.

Women Police
We demand that women police shall be an 

integral part of every Police Force in the 
country, with equal training, equal status, 
equal pay, and equal opportunities for gaining 
wide practical experience of criminal procedure 
and of all branches of police work.

2. EQUAL MORAL RESPONSIBILITY
We demand that the laws of Great Britain 

shall uphold and maintain the principle of equal 
moral responsibility for men and women. We 
welcome the decision of the Court of Criminal 
Appeal in 1933, placing an equal responsibility 
under the Criminal Law upon women as upon 
men for indecent assault of any male or female 
person under 16.

But the existing laws dealing with solicitation 
by alleged “common prostitutes” are the nega­
tion of equal responsibility for both sexes. 
They are unjust as between men and women 
and make of a small group of women a class 
of legal outcasts. These laws, passed over 80 
years ago, are obsolete. They have been de­
clared unsatisfactory by the Departmental Com­
mittee on Street Offences which, in 1928, re­
commended their complete repeal.

We demand the repeal of all the existing 
laws of Great Britain dealing with solicitation 
by women, and the substitution of a genuinely 
equal law under which any person, whether 
man or woman, wilfully annoying or molesting 
any other person in any street, or public place, 
shall be guilty of an offence. We demand also
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that in all such cases the evidence of the person 
annoyed or molested shall be required before 
a conviction can be obtained.

3. EQUAL PERSONAL STATUS 
Nationality of Married Women

We demand that a British woman shall have 
restored to her the right of retaining her 
nationality on marriage with an alien, which 
was taken from her in 1870, and that, irres­
pective of marriage, she shall have the same 
right as a man to retain or change her 
nationality.

Women Peers
We demand that Peeresses in their own 

right shall sit and vote in the House of Lords 
and this before any other alteration in the con­
stitution of the Second Chamber, so that they 
may take part in the discussions on any fur­
ther reform of the House of Lords.

We demand that, in any such reform of the 
Second Chamber, men and women peers shall 
have equal eligibility and voting rights.

Purchase of Women: Marriage Contracts
We demand that in all territories under 

British jurisdiction it shall definitely be laid 
down that no woman, whatever her race, shall 
be sold by her father or alleged proprietor; that 
no marriage contract shall be made for any girl 
under 14 years, or for a girl over 14 years 
without her consent, and that there shall be no 
inheritance of a widow by her husband’s heirs.

4. EQUAL STATUS THE BASIS OF 
INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION

This country is committed to support the 
Covenant of the League of Nations; and to co- 
operation within the League to secure the peace 
of the world and to further various social and 
humanitarian reforms. In pursuing these aims 
the full and effective co-operation of women is 
essential. The League itself has sought it. But 
if Great Britain denies to its women the full 
equal status with men which is their right as 
adult persons it is hindering that co-operation. 
British women can neither take their right place 
nor assume a full responsibility so long as they 
suffer from the disabilities detailed in this 
manifesto, and we consider it a reflection on the 
British Government that, in 1935, women still 
have to waste time, energy and money plead­
ing for that equality of status which is the 
common right of any adult citizen.

On the grounds of international as well as 
national well-being we demand for the women 
of Great Britain a complete equality of status.

St, Joan's Meeting
On October 22nd at St. Patrick’s Club Room 

Soho, a meeting was held by St. Joan’s Alli- 
ance to hear the report of Mrs. Laughton 
Mathews, M.B.E., and Miss Flynn who had 
both represented the Alliance at Geneva during 
the XVIth Assembly of the League of Nations.

Lady Sanderson, in the Chair, pointed out 
how much of the most important work of the 
League is done by the Committees whose activ­
ities do not form the subject of press head­
lines; such for instance was the Advisory Com­
mission on Slavery, and here it was very neces­
sary that women should ensure that due regard 
was paid to the status of women.

Mrs. Laughton Mathews described how both 
she and Miss Flynn had taken part in the deli­
berations of the Liaison Committee of Women 's 
International Organisations whose busi­
ness it was to keep in touch with the League 
The Standing Joint Committee of International 
Womens’ Organizations, on which the Alliance 
is also represented, had held a reception for the 
women delegates to the League at which Mrs 
Laughton Mathews had spoken. Mrs. Laughton 
Mathews gave a vivid account of the good 
work achieved in Geneva, as reported in our 
last issue. She added illuminating pictures o 
the various personalities at the League.

Miss Margaret Flynn of Melbourne, to 
whose valuable assistance at Geneva Mrs 
Laughton Mathews had more than once 
referred, declared that for years she had been 
looking- for an association of Catholic women 
such as St. Joan’s. In her opinion the Alliance 
was missionary, and its members exerted a 
potent influence in the circles in which they 
moved. She then spoke of the pioneer Cath­
olic women of Australia. It was through women 
such as the famous Caroline Chisholm and 
through the nuns, assisted by their brothers 
of the religious Orders and the secular priests, 
that without any Government encouragement, 
the population of Australia to-day was 
between 20 per cent, and 25 per cent. Cath­
olic.

A vote of thanks was moved by Miss Nancy 
Stewart Parnell, B.A., and seconded by Miss 
Sylvia Terry.

On October 10th, Mrs. Laughton Mathews 
gave a short broadcast on the work and per­
sonalities of some of the women delegates to 
the XVIth Assembly of the League of Nations.

Moral Evils of the Day
4 Birth Control»—the Woman’s Point of View

Speech delivered by Mrs. Laughton Mathews, M.B.E.,at a Mass Meeting of the Westminster Catholic Fed­
eration, at the Albert Hall, London, on October 29th, His Grace the Archbishop of Westminster, pre- 

siding.
Ever since I came into this Hall I have been 

haunted by a ghost—there is a girl down there in the 
stalls, dressed in white—as a good ghost should be. 
a tall girl, yes, about the same height as me—and 
about half as broad! She is a steward at one of those 
wonderful demonstrations of the Woman Suffrage 
Movement which packed this great Hall more than 
twenty years ago. I can see her standing there so 
really, gazing earnestly up at the platform and drink­
ing in this new inspiring doctrine of the emancipa­
tion of women.

You may think this has nothing to do with my 
speech this evening, but I may tell you it has a great 
deal to do with it, for if that girl in white and hun­
dreds like her had not stood there twenty odd years 
ago, I should not be standing here now. Firstly, I 
don’t think it would ever have occurrred to the 
organisers of this great meeting to ask me or any other 
woman to address you on the difficult subject of 
morality in marriage. Secondly I should never have 
had the courage.

It is not an enviable task—to attempt to deal 
with such a subject from the woman’s point of view 
—but if we have been forced into the open to uphold 
the teaching of the Church before the world, it is 
no good at all doing so with folded hands and down­
cast eyes. I can assure you our opponents do not 
mince words and in that they have us at disadvan­
tage. So you must forgive me if I speak frankly.

Birth Control is a very difficult subject, and I speak 
to you in a spirit of deep humility knowing that I am 
not myself faced with the problems that many people 
have to face. But all the same the whole of life is 
so full of problems, some are more obvious than others 
but we none of us know the special difficulties and 
temptations which beset our neighbour in their inti­
mate personal life. However, we may be pretty 
sure—human nature being what we have made of it 
—that there are very few people who have not had 
problems of sex to cope with at some time.

St. Francis of Assissi says: "He who wishes to 
i remain pure must flee the world.”

St. Joan on the other hand—St. Joan whom some 
of us have adopted as our special patron, took the 
whole world to her heart and purity blossomed around 
her.

Well, here are we who cannot flee the world—it 
is too late to think of that solution. We have to live 
in the world and at the same time to endeavour to 
live up to the high moral standard laid down by 
Christ’s teaching. Heaven knows we all fall short at 
times but at least we Catholics don’t keep our stand­
ards on a level with our falls; we have a high ideal 
to aim at.

If only the Christian standard of morality—that 
there shall be no sexual relations outside the marriage 
state and that within marriage there shall be strict 
moderation—if only this ideal were always lived up 
to, many of the problems which some people outside 

Church think should be solved by the use of 
contraceptives, would never arise at all.

I said just now that we all have our problems. I 
should like to add that if some of us look into our 
own hearts we shall know to what extent our own 
past life has added to the difficulties with which we 
are now faced.

Self-control cannot be learnt in a day. You cannot 
expect for example a young man who has been spoilt 
as a child, who has always gratified his own desires 
in matters of food and drink and pleasure, who has 
not attempted to control his passions before marriage 
—to find self-control easy in marriage, even if it 
is a case of considering the health of his wife.

In the days of the Suffrage Movement one 
of the big forces in bringing women into the public 
arena—and to women who had led sheltered lives 
it called for immense courage—was the realisation 
of the double code of morals and the belief that 
women in public life could help in upholding a high 
and equal standard of morals for men and women.

Like the Church, the Woman’s Movement always 
stood firmly against the idea that it was impossible 
for men to lead chaste lives—but before the new 
generation of young men had grown up along came 
this doctrine of birth prevention, with its trail of 
corruption, broadcast everywhere among young 
people, of both sexes, and saying in effect that self 
control is impossible and that it must be made easy 
for them to escape from it. And as always when a 
line of least resistance offers, many gave up the good 
fight.

Chastity has always been expected of a girl—in the 
past loss of virtue was the unforgivable sin—and be­
cause of this rigid expectation of public opinion she 
accepted that certain things were not done and ac­
cepted it in a spirit which did not entail undue 
repression.

Unfortunately public opinion has not expected the 
same high standard of young men and we have had 
the extraordinary situation of an act which involves 
two people being considered natural for one and a 
grave moral lapse for the other. And what has been 
the result of this double standard of morality? Earlier 
in the evening His Grace, in referring to another 
subject (the relationship of employer and employed) 
used words which apply equally here. He said: 
“No human being has the right to use another 
as a commodity." From the double standard of 
morality has arisen what is the most hideous blight 
on the face of civilisation—the buying and selling 
of the bodies of young women—a commerce that in 
some countries is organised and regulated by the 
State itself. And to our shame be it said in some 
countries calling themselves Catholic.

We know of course that the Church does not com­
promise on the question of the equal moral standard, 
but 1 sometimes wonder when Catholic speakers and 
writers, even eminent ecclesiastics, are so insistent 
that women are the guardians of purity, if they are 
not unconsciously giving the impression that a lower 
standard of morals is expected of men.

Now I have a high opinion of men and I believe 
that both men and women will respond to a high 
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spiritual appeal if it is made to them, but the appeal 
of the birth prevention propagandists is made to their 
lower nature. And as a result of that appeal there is 
grave danger that instead of the moral standards of 
men being raised, the standards of women will be 
lowered.

I have stressed this point of an equal and high 
moral standard because I am quite certain that ante­
cedents are of paramount importance in the making 
of a good marriage.

Many young people do not realise, or realise too 
late, that marriage requires continuous self-restraint. 
The problem of too many children is lessened if self- 
control is practised from the beginning of marriage. 
It is when the early children have come too close 
together that difficulties become acute.

When speakers upholding birth prevention quote 
cases such as of a woman who has had a child every 
year for ten years—or the woman whom I heard, 
myself, on a public platform say that she had had 
four children (not twins) in 32 years, I always marvel 
that anyone can consider contraceptives a solution of 
such a state of affairs.

I do think that children should be spaced—but 
by natural methods.

We hear a lot about repression, of the danger to 
health, of the nervous strain. I can tell you some­
thing else that leads to nervous strain and poor health 

■—to be at war with one's own conscience, to be 
violating moral codes that are part of ourselves—in 
a word, not to be at peace with God.

Even advocates of birth prevention have agreed 
with me that the natural instinct of every right- 
thinking person is at first against this practice. 
Instinct they call it—or tradition or convention.

We know that it is the voice of conscience, the 
divine in man seeking expression, and what will be 
the result—not only spiritual but mental and physi­
cal—of continuously repressing the divine element.

Of course it is true that human nature is different 
and that what is not a very difficult matter for some, 
amounts to heroic virtue in others—but that is equally 
true of other forms of passion. Some people are 
naturally sweet-tempered while others have to make 
great efforts to keep their tempers within reasonable 
bounds—but that does not mean that they are given 
licence at intervals to throw the crockery about the 
house—and if in a fit of passion they should kill some­
one the law does not take their special difficulties into 
account. We know that human nature is prone to 
evil and must be corrected by self-denial. What 
hope should we ever have of peace in the world if 
the instincts of nature were uncontrolled?

We must not forget too the effect of birth pre­
vention propaganda on the unmarried. We are told 
that self-control is a more difficult problem for the 
married. Is it always I wonder? There are many 
people with no opportunity of marrying who are 
beset by acute sexual temptations which only a deep 
sense of religion can help them to overcome. No 
one in their senses believes that love is confined 
to the marriage state, and if the physical expression 
of love is to be divorced from the obligations and 
sacrifices which married people should undertake, 
then is it possible that the general standard of sex 
conduct should not be indefinitely lowered?

One of the most objectionable things about birth 
prevention propaganda is the undue emphasis that is 
always placed on the physical side of marriage: "that 
physical union which is the basis of married life” as 
one report has it.

That is simply not true. Love is the basis of 

married life—love which is many-sided, spiritual, 
mental and physical—and spiritual and mental affin­
ity are certainly as important, to my mind infinitely 
more important—than the physical relationship— 
especially in these days when the greater intellectual 
development of women has made possible a more 
perfect comradeship than in the past.

And the outward expression of marital love is 
children. Don’t you think some of us exaggerate the 
difficulties of bringing up a family? We want to do 
so much for our one or two children, and sometimes 
we deny them one of the greatest blessings in life, 
the companionship of brothers and sisters near their 
own age. The best education is not necessarily the 
most expensive and there is no better training ground 
for character than a good Catholic home where money 
is a bit scarce and self denial in the small things 
of everyday life is a necessity. The most selfish child­
ren are often those who have had every worldly ad­
vantage lavished on them.

And what nonsese is talked about “the wanted 
child.” How many households do we know in which 
the child unwanted before birth has come to be the 
most precious and dearly loved of all. The birth of 
a child is always a very serious event—it upsets one’s 
usual mode of life for a long period and may interfere 
with plans one thinks important. It affects the wife’s 
health and makes her run some measure of risk— 
it is always a financial burden. When one knows that 
a child is coming one fits one’s life to it—and how 
thankful one is afterwards, how worth while it all is— 
but if birth prevention were accepted as not being 
opposed to any deep moral principle—anyone who 
liked could persuade themselves, as indeed many 
do, that theirs is an exceptional case.

We are often told that birth prevention is an 
economic problem. I have not attempted to deal with 
it as such. Firstly because to attempt to cure our 
terrible social conditions by preventing children is 
obviously beginning at the wrong end; secondly, be­
cause no one would ever have dared to suggest to 
the poor as a solution of their miseries, a practice 
that for ages long had only been associated with 
prostitution, unless this practice had been first adop­
ted by the well to do and middle classes. So this 
question must be considered as a whole and the moral 
and social issues which are at stake.

As you know it is a question which has been de­
bated in women’s organisations, in public bodies, in 
Parliament itself. Catholic women who are now full 
citizens and equally responsible with men for the 
laws of the country, good and bad, have their duty 
clear. But it is no use rushing in at the last moment 
simply on a negative proposition—nobody will listen 
to you. To fight this problem as good citizens we 
must have shown ourselves to be good citizens; we 
must have been inside these bodies earning the right 
by our good work for legitimate reforms, to be heard 
and listened to when a question of Catholic prin­
ciple is involved.

And you must be prepared to uphold the Cath- 
olic teaching on high moral grounds. Many of our 
opponents are thoroughly good people—but they 
have not thought deeply enough.

That the Christian solution of this problem— 
whether it means a large family or limitation by 
natural methods—that the solution is one which calls 
for constant self denial and sacrifice, no one will 
deny.

But does anyone expect, or even desire, the Chris­
tian Life to be easy?

In the words of Thomas a Kempis: "Do what 
is in thy power, and God will be with thy good will

International Notes
We offer heartiest congratulations to Me. 

Clara Mulder van de Graaf de Bruijn of Holland, 
on the attainment of her 70th birthday. Me. 
Mulder is one of Holland’s most distinguished 
feminist workers. She was a member of the 
Board of the Dutch Suffrage Society as well 
as of the Dutch branch of the Women’s Inter­
national League for Peace and Freedom and 
for many years she served on the Executive 
Committee of the National Council of Women 
of the Netherlands. We are proud to count 
her a member of St. Joan’s Alliance and wish 
her many years of happiness.

* * * *
The Minutes of the 27th Session of the Per­

manent Mandates Commission contain details 
of a petition signed by a number of Moslems 
and presented to the Mandatory Power, protest­
ing against a French Maison Tolcrec in Hons. 
Hons is an almost entirely Moslem City and 
we rejoice at this stand the Moslems have 
taken against tolerated brothels.

* * * *
In Belgium the Order of January 23rd, 1935, 

fixing a lower basic salary for women teach­
ers, was repealed by a Royal Order of June 8th, 
1935, which fixed a new scale of salaries for 
primary schools based on equality between the 
sexes, but taking into account family responsi­
bilities. The Order of January 28th, 1935, 
reducing the salaries of women public servants, 
was repealed by a Royal Order of June 11th, 
1935. It is not saying too much that the firm 
stand and the protest of Belgian women’s organ­
isations of all political and religious shades 
have largely contributed to bring about this 
decision and we are glad to hear that the de­
cree of December 8th authorising the Minister 
of Labour to fix the proportional number of 
married and unmarried women who may be 
employed in industrial and commercial under­
takings, with a view to replacing them by un­
employed male workers has been temporarily 
suspended and it is unlikely that it will ever be 
put into force. The question has been referred 
back to a Study Committee, which, under the 
presidency of M. Vandervelde, will enquire into 
it with a view to safeguarding woman’s right 
to earn her living. (We take this information 
from the Bulletin of the I.C.W.)

* * * *
In Czechoslovakia five women have recently 

been returned to the Upper Chamber. Among 
them is Senator Me. F. Plaminkova, a parlia­

mentarian of many years standing and a mem­
ber of the Board of the International Woman’s 
Suffrage Alliance. To the Lower Chamber 
eight women have been returned.

At the recent elections in Canada out of fif­
teen women who stood for Parliament two were 
returned, one being Miss Agnes Macphail 
(Greybruce), who has had a seat in the Domin­
ion Parliament since 1921, the other being Mrs. 
George Black (Yukon).

There are now two women members of the 
Canadian Senate.

CHRISTMAS SALE
We are having a stall as usual at the Green, White 

and Gold Fair, organised by the Women's Freedom 
League. It is to be held at the Caxton Hall, West­
minster, on Friday and Saturday, November 15th 
and 16th, from 3 to 9 p.m.

As this falls just after the General Election the 
office will be very busy beforehand and will not be 
able to give as much time to the preparations as 
usual. We therefore rely on our members to make 
a special effort to support the sale in order that it 
may be a financial success. Please help us by coming 
to the sale and also by sending gifts either in money 
or kind to the office, and it will be a great help if 
the gifts are priced.

Mrs. Laughton Mathews is holding a Bridge Drive 
(Progressive Auction) in aid of the funds of the 

Alliance, on Wednesday, November 20th, at 7-45 p.m., 
at 57 Carlton Vale, N.W.8. (Tel. Maida Vale 1617.) 
Please get any bridge playing friends to come. 
Tickets 2s. 6d. (including refreshments).

P. M. BRANDT.

SUBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS
October 1st to November 1st

£ s. d.
Anon. . . . . . . . . . . . . 60 
Barry, Miss F. .. .. .. ..500 
Bodenham, Miss . . . . .. . . 20 
Brandt, Miss . . . . . . . . 5 0 
Crawford, Miss J. . . . . . . . . 3 0 
Ellingworth, Mrs. . . . . . . . . 26 
Flynn, Miss M. .. .. .. .. 42 
Grove, Miss L. .. .. .. .. 20 
Hughes, Mrs. A. J. . . . . . . 50 
Kresz, Mme de (per) . . . . 6 1 11 
Musson, Miss A. J. . . . . ..196 
O’Brien, Daniel, Esq. . . . . . . 26 
O’Connor, Mrs. . . . . . . . . 10 o 
Seabourne, Miss . . . . . . .. 20 
Shattock, Dr. . . . . . . ..100 
Tighe, Miss A.T. .. .. .. .. 26 
Van den Haute, S.J. Rev. . . . . . . 6 6 
Verrall, Mrs. . . . . . . . . . . 26
Minimum Annual Subscriptions .. . . 90

£16 16 1

Members are invited to a meeting on November 
19th, 5-30, at Livingstone Hall, Broadway, to re­
ceive reports and information concerning the 
present position of Russian Women Refugees in the 
Far East.
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ST. JOAN’S SOCIAL AND 
POLITICAL ALLIANCE.

NON-PARTY.
Office—55, Berners St., Oxford St., London, W.I.
Patron : Saint Joan of Arc. Colours : Blue, White & Gold

Organ—“The Catholic Citizen,” 2d. monthly.
OBJECT.

To band together Catholics of both sexes, in order 
to secure the political, social and economic equality 
between men and women, and to further the work and 
usefulness of Catholic women as citizens.

MEMBERSHIP.
All Catholic women are eligible as Members, who 

approve the object and methods, and will pay a minimum 
annual subscription of is. Men are invited to join as 
Associates, on the same conditions, with the exception 
that they may not elect or be elected to the Executive.

THE INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S NEWS
The Monthly Organ of

The International Alliance of Women
for SUFFRAGE and EQUAL Citizenship.

Subscription : 6s per annum, post free.
At the present time “ Jus Suffragii ” forms a unique link 
between the women of all nations. It contains articles, 
reports and letters from all countries and constitutes a 
valuable record of women’s activities. Sample copies 
may be had free of charge on application to the Offices, 
90 Vauxhall Bridge Road, S W.i.

VISITORS TO LONDON
Stay at the

WILTON HOTEL, Victoria, S.W.l. 
(opposite Victoria Station and Imperial Airways) 

Central. Convenient. Comfortable. Cathedral four 
minutes. Moderate tariff on application. ’Phone: 

Victoria 2026-7-8. Specially suitable for Ladies. 
Mention “Catholic Citizen.”

Also Royal Park Hotel, Knightsbridge, S.W.7. 

—®=

Help your 
own Hospital!

The

Hospital of St. John & St. Elizabeth
60 Grove End Road, N.W.8

DHB

THE CATHOLIC WOMEN'S LEAGUE CLUB
42 Emperor’s Gate, S.W.7.

A Residential Club for Professional Women and Students 
Visitors taken fog short periods.

Terms from £2 to £2 9s. partial board.
For further particulars apply—The Secretary 

Telephone: Western 3738.

GENEVA
Pension de Famille " Mon Chez Moi"

Splendid view of the Lake and Mont Blanc; 5 minutes 
walk from I.L.O. and League of Nations.

Rooms with or without Pension ; bath; telephone

Apply—
Mme Tonetti, 87—89 Rue de Lausanne, Geneva
Telephone: 2 7.04 3 and 27.044. Telegrams: Monchezmoi

An Important New Book for 
all Parents and Teachers

SOME ASPECTS OF 
CHILD HYGIENE
By MARY G. CARDWELL, M.D.

This book, by a prominent lecturer on Hygiene at 
a well-known R.C training college, sets out some 
pertinent facts regarding the physical and moral 
welfare and instruction of children. It is strongly 
recommended to parents, teachers, and all others who 
are responsible for the care ot young children 

82 pp., illustrated 3/- net.
“ A first-class piece of work.'’ 

Catholic Herald.

PITMAN, Parker St., Kingsway, W.C.2

If you enjoy a Good Meal come to the 
MINERVA CLUB RESTAURANT

Three-Course Lunch 1/3. Dinner 1/6 or a la Carte 
Teas.

Home Made Cakes and Scones for Sale.

Note the Address: 
MINERVA CLUB, BRUNSWICK SQUARE 

N.W. corner. (Corner of Hunter Street and Coram Street)

Catholic Gentlewomen’s Residence, 
53 Rosslyn Hill, N.W.3. Single Rooms, 
partial board 29/6 ; double 27/6. Spacious 
lounge for dancing and parties. Ham 3857.

Printed for the Publishers by S. WALKER, Catholic Printer, Hinckley, Leics.


