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Notes and News.
The Kingsway Hall Meeting and Madame Ver one.

A great demand for tickets for the Kingsway Hall Meeting 
on February 5th, is anticipated, as it is held in connection with 
the N.U.W.S.S. Council Meeting, at which important decisions 
will be made. Moreover, as our readers know, the audience will 
have the privilege of hearing, one of the most brilliant orators 
and distinguished Suffragists of this generation.. Madame Marie. 
Verone, whose portrait we publish this week, is a barrister of 
the Court of Appeal in France. She began her career as a 
professor, and undertook the editorship of the Fronde, the 
first daily paper exclusively composed, edited, and financed by 
women. She has for long been one of the leaders of the feminist 
movement in France, and has written in French and other papers 
on the subject. But her feminist sympathies have not induced 
any ill-feeling to men as men ; she is a member of the Central 
Committee of the French League for the Rights of Man, where, 
as she says, she frequently finds opportunities to plead the rights 
of women. She was admitted to the French Bar in 1907, and 
is especially known for the good work which she has done for 
the children, being the only woman member of the Committee 
for .the defence of children brought before a magistrate, and of 
the Commission for the compilation of a Children’s Code. 
In France, as in England, since war began, women have used 
their organisation to help to relieve the distress caused by the 
war, and the work in which Madame Verone has been most 
interested is that of workshop canteens, which have been opened 
for women, She therefore has undertaken the management of, 
two of them, which give employment and free meals to from. 
70 to 100 women. Generous owners of music-halls, closed since 
the beginning of the. war, have lent their premises, and in these' 
luxurious surroundings, the work has been carried on. The 
articles on show have sold to good advantage, a collection of 
dolls in historic or local costume, dressed by the workers, was 
bought by Mr. John Wanamaker, of New York, for3,200 francs.

Mrs. Fawcett Appeals for the N.U. .
. Under Notes from Headquarters we publish Mrs. Fawcett’s 

appeal for funds for the relief work of the N.U; . ■ . ■ .

The Meeting of Parliament.
Parliament meets on February 2nd, and itis already evident 

l that there will be some difficulty in interpreting the policy of 
“ truce ” to which all parties desire to adhere. According to 
The Daily News, a Home Rule Amending’ Bill will be introduced, 

| and the Plural Voting Bill will be proceeded with. If this is the 
case, it is difficult to see what is meant by a “ truce.” The 
Amending Bill may conceivably be “ an agreed Bill,” but how 
about the Plural Voting Bill? On the other hand, if the latter 
is not proceeded with, it loses all the advantage of having already 

, passed the House of Commons twice. ’ The position is clearly a 
difficult one. Meanwhile, we have to point out that both Bills 
raise the whole question of Women’s Suffrage.
Child Wage Earners.

We look with extreme uneasiness on the widespread desire 
. to get children exempted from school attendance at the age of 
: twelve, in order-that they may begin to work on the farms. In 
some-counties it is reported that children of twelve, and even 
eleven, are actually at work. It is useless to talk of their ‘ ‘ going 
back to school ” after the war. The time lost now will not be 
regained, and we trust this question will be raised in the House 
of Commons and not allowed to drop. There are women who 
could do farm-work, and we hope and believe they would, if they 
were given a chance, rather than allow the children to become 
premature wage-earners now.
The Payment of Pensions.

The Select Committee’s Report still lingers on the way. Pre
sumably the opening of Parliament will hurry it up. Meantime, 
we urge once more the importance of administration being largely 
in the hands of women.Of the various existing- bodies which 
have'been suggested for this work, probably, the most hopeful 

is the Old Age Pensions Committees, but if they are to be 
entrusted with it, a great change will be needed in their com- 
position. At present, they are empowered to co-opt women, but 

I not obliged to, and very few have done so. ■ Co-option should • 
be made compulsory, and at least half of the members should be 
women.. And the actual work of administration should be in 
the hands of women officials. Customs officers age no doubt 

| excellent people for the purpose for which they were appointed. • 
| They are entirely out of place in the difficult and delicate work 
| suddenly laid upon them, of deciding the questions which arise 
| about payments to soldiers' and sailors’ “ dependants.”
! The Rise in Prices.

■j . A Cabinet Committee has been appointed to consider the 
question of the rise: in prices, and for this we are thankful. 
Indeed, it was time. When it takes 24s. to buy what, before, 
the war, could be bought for 20s., we are already face to face 

j with tragedy. Tear,coal, and bread, are necessities even—indeed 
most of all—to those who live on a pound a week, and all these

I have gone up; ' If the rise is inevitable, we mustat least raise the 
i pensions to soldiers’families. ' If it is not, the case for Govern- 

ment action is cleara "en " ‘: ' .... ..
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“A Great Outcry.”
The Suffragist deputation which went to the War Office on 

January 26th to protest against the police surveillance of 
soldiers’ wives, did a very great service to us all. They not only 
registered an important protest, but (if Mr. Cubitt is correctly 
reported) they elicited from him a very interesting admission. 
Miss Boyle was objecting to the discrimination against women 
in certain orders, notably those issued at Cardiff, and the restric
tions placed on the sale of alcohol. Mr. Cubitt, Assistant Secre- 
tary to the War Office, asked what could be done ; and Miss 
Boyle justly replied—" Why not restrict men from drinking 
also? ” Mr. Cubitt answered that if that were done, there would 
be a great outcry. In other words, when public opinion demands 
that “ something be done,” the great object is to decide not what 
will be most effective, or who is the greatest sinner, but who can 
be made a scapegoat without “ a great outcry.” Such methods 
can do nothing but harm. They are not merely less than ideal, 
or merely ineffective : they are actively and positively harmful. 
They create in women a feeling of intense resentment, and in 
men' the belief that drunkenness is only an offence in women. 
We deal with the whole question in our leading article.

The Societies taking part in the deputation were the Women’s 
Freedom League, the Northern Men’s Federation for Women’s 
Suffrage, the East London Federation of Suffragettes, and the 
United Suffragists.

Women in the Civil Service.
It is really preposterous that at the present time the Civil 

Service does not throw open more of its posts to women. In 
April last, in the fourth. Report of the Royal Commission on the 
Civil Service, recommendations were made pointing out the 
desirability of throwing open more of the posts in that 
Department to women, and showing their eligibility for work 
in museums and libraries, and for Inspectorates in the Depart
ments of Education, Local Government, and Prisons. It was 
further recommended that a Commission of Inquiry should be 
formed to consider the question. At the present moment, when 
such vast numbers of men have been called away from their 
ordinary work, and when so many women have lost their em
ployment, Suffragists feel bound to urge the necessity of facing 
the whole question of the extension of employ merit to women in 
the Civil Service Department, rather than of postponing inquiry 
and action on. account of the war.

" Writing Assistants.”
Considerable dissatisfaction is felt among the women sorters 

and clerks employed in the Post Office with reference to the new 
proposals by the Postmaster-General. It is true that the increase 
of salaries recommended by the Holt Committee have been 
granted, and arrears due since last February have been paid. 
The point they regard as unsatisfactory is that, contrary to the 
recommendation in the Holt report, a new class has been created 
between women sorters and women clerks, to be called “ Writing 
Assistants.” This class is to be recruited by open competition, 
which will lessen the opportunities of promotion of the sorters.

India, “ Comrade and Friend.”
There is no aspect of the Woman’s Movement in which 

British Suffragists take a keener interest than that which con
cerns their sisters in India. They realise that women alone can 
reach the women of the East, and they realise also that towards 
the women of India they have a special responsibility. This 
responsibility will only be discharged rightly if we appreciate 
to the full the proud sensitiveness of the Indian races, and their 
deep sense of the age and beauty of their own civilisation. India 
is not, and has never considered herself, a conquered country. 
Recent events must surely have made the dullest of us realise 
that she is, and must be treated as, “ not a dependant, but a 
valued and trusted comrade and friend.” (India, January 22nd.) 
That our Government is realising this is shown by the fact that 
official recognition was, for the first time, accorded to the Indian 
National Congress, which held its twenty-ninth session at the 
close of last year. We notice with interest that in his opening 
speech, the President, Mr. Bhuperidranath Basu, referred with 
gratitude to the “ indefatigable labours of that veteran friend of 
India, Sir William Wedderburn. ” Sir William Wedderburn’s 
important article in The Common Cause of January 8th, will be 
in all our readers* memories.

America’s “ Women’s Peace Platform.”
Readers of our articles on the war and peace problem will 

be interested to hear that Miss Jane Addams has founded a 
“ movement for constructive peace ‘ in the United States, It

is right that the neutral countries should take a lead in this 
matter, and America, being the greatest of them, has a peculiar 
duty laid upon her. We are proud to know that the women are 
leading, and especially glad that Miss Jane Addams’s name 
should be associated with the movement, for it is one that stands 
for all that is constructive, sane, and gracious in public life, not 
only in her own country, but over all the world. Her pro
gramme, or (as our American cousins call it) her “ platform,” 
includes the following points :—

(1 ) The immediate calling of a convention of neutral nations 
in the interest of early peace. (2) Limitation of armaments and 
the nationalisation of their manufacture. (3) Organised opposi
tion to militarism in their own country. (4) Education of youth 
in the ideals of peace. (5) Democratic control of foreign policies. 
(6) The further humanising of governments by the extension of 
the franchise to women. (7) Concert of nations to supersede 
“ Balance of Powers.” (8) Action toward the gradual organi
sation of the world to substitute Law for War. (9) The substi
tution of an international police for rival armies and navies. 
(10) Removal of the economic causes of war. (11) The appoint
ment by our government of a commission of men and women, 
with an adequate appropriation, to promote international peace. 
It was adopted at a mass meeting in Washington, D.C., at 
which, besides Miss Addams, Mrs. Chapman Catt, Mrs. Perkins 
Gilman, Dr. Anna Shaw, Madame Rosika Schwimmer, and 
Mrs. Pethick Lawrence were present.

The Infectious Character of Women’s Suffrage.
In spite of wars and rumours of wars, and all the obstacles 

fate can invent, Women’s Suffrage grows and spreads. The 
great thing is to make a beginning ; when that is done, the 
good example is followed. Mrs. Chapman Catt points out that 
in America, the States which have granted the vote to women 
cover an area of 1,710,029 square miles, or more than 56.4 per 
cent, of the entire area of the United States. “ We are certain,’" 
she says, “ that a little more time, a little more effort, and a 
little more education, will bring the surrender of Eastern pre
judices to our demand for equal justice to men and women.”

Work of the Church League.
The Church League for Women’s Suffrage is doing a work 

for which all Suffragists, whether sharing- its creed or not, will 
be grateful, in holding services of intercession for its members 
and friends. At a time like the present, when political work is 
to a great extent necessarily suspended, the need for some other 
and deeper expression of the faith that is in us is,felt with peculiar 
keenness, and the services have been very largely attended. The 
second was held last Saturday (Jan. 23rd) at St. John’s, West- 
minster, by permission of Archdeacon Wilberforce, and was 
addressed by Rev. Percy Dearmer, D.D. The collection was 
given to Mrs. St. Clair Stobart’s Hospital.

A “Very Wonderful Lady.”
Those who saw a brief notice which appeared in the press last 

week, of the death of Miss Slesser, will read with interest the 
account of her life and work which we publish on page 686. 
Her name was probably quite unknown to the mass of her fellow 
countrymen, but it is impossible not to agree with Mrs. Bishop’s 
description of her, as a " very wonderful lady.”

Business Meeting for Federation Secretaries.
A Federation Hon. Secretary writes of the meeting pro

posed to be held before the Council meeting : “I very much 
hope that there will be a good response from Federation Hon. 
Secretaries to the invitation to meet next week at the N.U. 
Office. I feel very strongly the need at the present time that 
Federations should draw their bonds with Societies more closely 
together. It is true that local work is very absorbing, and that 
the claims of the N.U. are paramount; and it is easy, in a time 
of storm and stress, to let go this intermediate agency, which 
has neither the pressing and intimate claims of Societies nor 
the prestige and importance of the N.U., but it is just this com
paratively insignificant piece of machinery that keeps the whole 
organisation together. May I suggest that Federations should, 
if possible, arrange to send an organiser free of travelling' 
expense to visit every Society in its area to give help or advice 
to local Committees at a time when they are facing a crisis in 
our movement such as we have never known before? This is 
not with the idea of urging impossible propaganda work, but 
it requires all the united wisdom that can be brought to bear on 
the new problems that have arisen ; and a friendly visit or a 
little timely help would often be a great encouragement, especi
ally to small and young Societies.”

THE POSITION OF INDIAN WOMEN. I.

Before we talk of the present position of women in India it 
will be proper and necessary to see what is the position assigned 
to them by the religious works of the Hindus and 
Mohammedans, the bulk of Indians being either Hindus or 
Mohammedans. We take the Hindu scriptures first. The 
Hindu scriptures and the Hindu Law as administered and 
understood in India, before Buddha (500 b.c.) assign a very 
high position to women in the social economy of the nation. 
Difference of sex is no ground of inferiority. Man is treated 
as man and woman as woman, without any stigma of inferiority 
on the latter, unless the solicitude shown by the Hindu Sastras 
for the honour and care of the women by men, be considered 
such. Marriage is a necessary condition of life according to 
Hindu ideals. No man or woman can fulfill his or her destiny 
without marriage. Marriage only, makes them perfect. Un- 
married, they are only human units; married they are social 
units. Unmarried they are incomplete, by themselves, waiting 
to become complete wholes by marriage.

Marriage makes them citizens. Before marriage they are 
not supposed to be under any civic obligation. All the cere
monies or functions which they are required to go through, 
either to gain religious merit or to perform civic duties, must be 
performed by husband and wife together as one civic person. 
For example, when a child is to be given away in marriage, it 
must be given away by both. In fact the idea is so strong, that 
whenever it is impossible for the mother of the child being given 
away in marriage or the wife of a male relative who is officiating 
at the function, to be present at the ceremony by reason of death, 
illness, or other unavoidable cause, the validity of the ceremony 
is secured by fiction taking the place of fact. The place of the 
mother is filled by a figure or a piece of cloth representing her. 
This is by no means confined to this particular civic duty A 
Hindu has to perform many religious ceremonies called yajnas, 
in Hindu terminology, most of which are religio-social functions. 
Hindu scriptures and ancient Hindu law did not divide life into 
so many different compartments, as the modern civilised people 
do. They recognised the individuality of human souls, but they 
laid emphasis on their social affinity. With them life was one 
complete whole. Religious merit depended on social purity, 
social strength, social efficiency and willing and fraternal co- 
operation of the different social units.

Religious merit and social dutifulness were thus mixed up, 
and it was freely and fully recognised that man and woman or, 
say husband and wife, must join hands for either. The idea was 
that the married couple formed only one civic personality, liable 
to fulfil their religious and civic obligations together. The 
idea of the superiority in one and inferiority in the other, had 
no place in the ancient Hindu conception of married life. This 
is a supreme fact of ancient Hindu society which. stands 
pre-eminent in all Hindu literature free from Buddhistic or 
Islamic or Greek influences.

In the eyes of foreigners, the laws of Menu stand for Hindu 
conceptions of life. It is true that the Code of Menu is the 
best known code of Hindu law and is highly respected among 
the Hindus. It is equally true that there are certain articles in 
this code which lead to the inference that in the eyes of the 
authority that made those “ laws ” or the person who composed 
them, woman’s position is inferior to man’s, but it must not be 
forgotten that the Code of Menu as known to us to-day, is not 
the code which was known as such to the pre-Buddhist Aryas 
(Hindus). It is recognised by all scholars that the present code 
bears the marks of extraneous influences. It is a manual of 
decadent Hinduism. It is a work which evidently codified or. 
suggested compromise. The present code is believed to have 
been compiled about 200 b.c. i.e., after the Hindus had come 
in touch with the Greeks and after Buddhistic influence had 
permeated Hindu life. I do not say that the difference in the 
spirit of the Hindu Law as laid down in the Code of Menu in 
the matter of the position of women is necessarily due to these 
influences. It may be so or it may not be so. Yet we find that 
even the present code assigns a very high position to women 
and exhibits an extraordinary solicitude for their safety, for 
their welfare, for their purity, and for their honour. For 
example, Menu says (Chapter II., 33) that where the women 
are honoured, there alone the gods are pleased; but where they 
are dishonoured then all religious rites become fruitless. In 
another place he symbolises the love of a woman and says that 
the mouth of a woman is constantly pure and ranks with the 
running waters and the beams of the sun. Menu furthermore 

commands that whoever meets a woman, must make way for 
her just as he would if he were to meet the aged, the Brahmin, 
the King, and the bridegroom among men.

It is further provided that whoever accosts a woman, other 
than his own legally wedded wife, shall do so either by the title 
of sister or mother. In another place, expounding the laws of 
hospitality, Menu ordains that “ pregnant women, brides and 
damsels,” shall have precedence of all other guests whatever 
their rank or position in life. It is evident that children are 
not included in the list of guests in this provision, because in 
another place it is laid down, that in a household children must 
be served with food first and then the servants or dependants 
of the household and the master and the mistress should eat 
last. Another Hindu sage says : “ Strike not even with a 
blossom a wife (though) guilty of a hundred faults ”; “ a 
sentiment so delicate,” says Col. Tadd, “ that Rignold-de-Bow 
—the prince of troubadors—never uttered any more refined.” 
According to Col. Tadd, if devotion to the fair sex be admitted 
as a criterion of civilisation, the Rajput must rank very high. 
His susceptibility is extreme, and fires at the slightest offence 
to female delicacy, which he never forgives. A satirical im
promptu, offending against female delicacy, dissolved the coalition 
of the Rahtores and Cutchwoetias, and laid each prostrate 
before the Mahrattas, whom when united they had crushed; and 
a jest, apparently trivial, compromised the right of primogeniture 
to the throne of Chitar, and proved more disastrous in its conse
quences than the aims either of Moguls or Mahrattas. Pr.ofessor 
H. H. Wilson, another eminent authority on Hindu culture, adds 
his testimony in the following words :—“ And it may be con
fidently asserted that in no nation of antiquity were women held 
in so much esteem as amongst the Hindus.” The following 
provisions of the Hindu Law establish the equality of husband 
and wife in their marriage relationship, in the eyes of the law.

When Menu says that a husband must be revered by his wife 
he also says that a wife must be honoured by her husband. 
Under certain circumstances remarriage is allowed to either, for 
example, in case of death of either party, or desertion or irre
concilable aversion to each other, or the established immorality 
of either; to a wife if the husband be impotent; to a husband, 
if the wife be barren, and so on. I am not aware of any provision 
of Hindu Law as accepted in ancient times, by which a right 
given to husband, under certain given circumstances, is denied 
to wife under similar conditions. Yet it must not be forgotten 
that marriage is a sacrament under Hindu Law and ordinarily 
the tie is indissoluble. The dissolution of the marriage tie is 
so restricted by possible and impossible conditions as to make 
it a rarity. But all the same whenever a provision is made for 
such dissolution, under exceptional circumstances, it gives equal 
rights to either party.

It is said that the Hindu rules of inheritance imply the 
inferiority of a woman as such. I do not agree. A Hindu 
family may be joint or otherwise. The law presumes that the 
family is joint unless it is proved that it is not. In a joint Hindu 
family, no member of a family has any definite rights in the 
family property. Males and females all are subordinate to the 
head of the family who must, of course, be a male, as the family 
is patriarchal and not matriarchal. In other respects the legal 
position of woman in a joint Hindu family is much better than 
that of men. The first charge on joint family property is that of 
the maintenance of the ladies of the house, including unmarried 
girls. The men may starve; the law makes no provision for 
them if the liabilities of the family exceed its assets ; but not the 
women. No transfer of the family property is legal without 
providing for the maintenance of the ladies of the house. Every 
transfer, voluntary or involuntary, is subject to that charge. 
Even the head of the family has no right to destroy that charge.

Then while the separate property of the male members is 
liable for the debts of the family, after the family property has 
been disposed of, the private property of the ladies is not. In 
a joint Hindu family the ladies have, as a rule, more private 
property than the males. The married women have full and 
unrestricted control over the property gifted to them by parents, 
brothers, or other parental relatives, or even by the husbands’ 
family. The Stridham (or the private property of a Hindu lady) 
is sacred and cannot be touched except in the discharge of her 
own personal liabilities. She has full rights to add to her 
property, by skill or by prudent investment, or by good manage
ment or otherwise, and all additions and improvements exclusively 
belong to her. A woman may help her husband or husband’s
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family with her property; she might sacrifice her all to preserve 
the honour of the family (as women often do) but no one can Tors 
her to do so. . . .

Besides maintenance, the family property of a joint Hindu 
family is also liable for the education and marriage expenses 
of every unmarried girl. The marriage expenses of a gir are 
a legal charge on the family property, though not those of a 
boy. In all this the principle is to keep the mother function 
free of all anxieties and pecuniary cares. Every woman is a 
mother in embryo. That is her supreme function in life. That 
is her social mission. For the purposes of that function s e 
must have no monetary anxieties and must be secured against 
all contingencies. The distinction then is not based on the idea 
of any inferiority in her sex but on the superiority and sanctity 
of her mother function. She has no voice in the management 
of the family property, nor in its disposal, nor. at the time of 
partition, but her right to be maintained according to the rank 
and position of the family out of the family property is secured 
against all claims, internal or external. Then she is the full 
master of her private property and can dispose of it as she 
likes. In a divided family a woman is an heir under certain 
conditions. The widow of a sonless man succeeds to his estate 
on a life tenure to the exclusion of his brothers and other paren
tal relatives, male or female, and so does a mother in the absence 
of children, widows and brothers; a daughter succeeds where 
there are no sons, nor widow and so on. These distinctions 
are based on the notions of property peculiar to Hindu law 
just as succession to real estate in England is governed by similar 
notions of property peculiar to English conceptions of family 
life. . LAJPAT Rai.

(To be continued.)

THE LOT OF THE CHAIN-MAKER.*

In this interesting little book on the effect of the minimum 
wage in the Cradley Heath chain-making workshops, Mr. 
Tawney is careful to point out the difficulty of getting anything 
like an accurate estimate of its result on the rate earned by 
women workers, owing to a variety of causes, chief of which 
is the wide divergence between rates given by different 
employers. He explains that “ only the most meagre informa
tion exists as to the past and present weekly earnings of chain
makers, and what there is requires to be handled with great 
caution.’’ As far as men are concerned, Mr. Tawney’s tables 
show, among those cases examined, what he calls himself 
“ a very striking increase in wages.” Even here, however, a 
curious fact emerges, that of the 222 eases investigated in 
October, 1913, between one-fifth and one-sixth of these men 
workers were earning less than the 5d. an hour, the lowest 
minimum,fixed by the Trade Board for men making the smallest 
size of dollied and tommied chain. But the result of, the tables 
dealing with women’s earnings is even less encouraging. Out of 
588 cases examined in July, 1913, 118 were still earning under 
6s., and 113 under 7s. Earning between is. and 55. there were 
loi women. Those earning the higher rates (over 75. and under 
15s.) amounted to 255. Besides this, two were earning oyer 
15s. Thus it will be seen that the majority, 331, were earning 
under 7s. 221 een.

This enormous discrepancy between the maximum time rate 
fixed by the Board of 1 is. 3d. per week and the actual piece-work 
rate earned, is very disappointing. On the face of it, it seems 
as if it must be due to one of three causes. Either the minimum 
is not enforced, or a miscalculation has been made in the 
technical work of adjusting the actual piece-work fate to the 
standard fixed by the time rate; or else the employers have 
evaded the higher payments by decreasing the output of work, 
and the workers have thus been put on what is practically short 
time. Mr. Tawney suggests as a possible partial solution of 
this problem that the Trade Board may have omitted to allow 
for a rise in the price of coal. As the worker pays for coal 
out of her wages, he suggests that a rise in the price of the 
commodity would reduce the net result of the piece-work rate. 
But it is difficult to believe that such an obvious contingency 
could have escaped the vigilance of the workers’ representatives, 
and apart from this, it is hard to imagine why the amount of 
coal consumed should vary so enormously in different cases—or, 
indeed, that the difference caused by a rise in the price of coal 
should work out at over 6s. in 118 cases out of 588, and 5s. in 
113 cases.

Any considerable decrease in the amount of work given out

* “Minimum Rates in the Chain-Making Industry.” By R H 
Tawney. (G. Bell & Sons, London.)

Would, of course, easily account for the small amounts earned 
by the women, and it may be that the employers have taken 
this method of keeping wages down. Information is very scanty 
as to the amount of hours worked before and after the Trade 
Boards Act, partly because the hours varied so much then, as 
now, in different workshops. Still, in the 588 cases examined, 
it is noticeable that the majority of women, 311, are working 
between forty and sixty hours, 136 between thirty and forty, and 
128 under thirty hours. The most cursory comparison between 
the tables of wages and hours will show, however, that a 
majority of 331 are earning under 7s., a majority of 311 are 
working between forty and sixty hours. So that both long 
hours and low payment seem to be the lot of most.

The lowness of the practical rate earned is, of course, by far 
the most important matter to the workers in Cradley Heath 
itself, but Mr. Tawney has a few words of very just criticism 
for the lowness of even the theoretical rate of us. . 3d. He 
says : “ It is lower than the time rates fixed by any other of the 
three Boards established under the Act of 1909.” He explains 
the circumstances that led to the Board accepting 2}d.* an hour 
as an adequate wage for a woman. And he remarks that “ what 
the members of the Chain Trade Board did not perhaps suffici- 
ently realise was that, by fixing a low rate, they might be helping 
to keep down wages in other industries. The rate established by 
one Board is inevitably quoted when other Boards are fixing 
wages. One of the commonest objections to the rates of 3M. 
and 31d. proposed for Women in the clothing arid cardboard 
making industries respectively, was that the Chain Trade Board 
hard fixed a minimum of ajd.”

So far, speaking generally and judging roughly by past 
experiences of prices in Cradley Heath, it is impossible to shirk 
the conclusion that the Trade Board has not yet made any 
substantial increase to the amount of wages actually brought 
home at the week end by the women chain makers. The old, 
much-abused 5s. and 6s. rate is still, according to Mr. Tawney’s 
tables, predominant. The question is, a very serious one, as the 
chain-making- trade is in some ways a valuable one for women. 
The majority of the women employed work at home at their own 
hours. Mr. Tawney points out that “ as is natural in the ease 
of an industry which permits of domestic duties being combined 
with work at the trade, a very large proportion of the women 
working at home are married or widowed.” Industries carried 
on in small workshops, or, as they call them in Cradley, 
“ Brewhouses ” attached to the cottages, easily provide a 
solution for the problem of the employment of married women, 
by giving them the means of reconciling the claims of their 
home and of their industrial life. The work itself seems very 
skilled.; Though no doubt prices may. suffer from the distant 
menace of machinery, the workers seem to regard this danger 
as rather a “ bogey,” as so far machine-made chains have not 
been able to compete seriously with hand hammered-made ones. 
It is surely a very significant and serious fact, for anyone inter- 
ested in the industrial position of women, that these skilled 
workers are. Still unable to earn anything like a living wage for 
their work, that in fact three-quarters of the workers—74*09 per 
cent.—whose wages were investigated in July, 1913, were found 
to be earning under 21d. an hour.

Eva GORE-BOOTH.

NEWS FROM ABROAD.

SOUTH AFRICA.
Mrs. Fawcett sends us the following touching extract from a 

letter from South Africa—)
Here in South Africa there has been a great wave of sympathy for 

poor desolated Belgium, which has taken practical form in the making 
of many garments and collecting good second-hand clothes, besides liberal 
donations in money; even our coloured people have sold their eggs and 
vegetables, and had concerts, until in Stellenbosch alone they raised £50, 
a vast sum when you remember that they live from hand, to mouth on a 
few pence a day. But, as my old brown washer mammy said to me in 
the Dutch patois, when I asked her what made them do it: “ Why, the 
English made us free, and these are their friends." No whys and 
wherefores of history troubled old Salvina; just the big elemental fact 
that Britain had freed her slave parents.

NEW ZEALAND.
Jus Suffragii reports that the Legislative Council Bill has 

been amended by the House of Representatives by a large 
majority, so as to qualify women for election to the Council.

* The theoretical 21d. rate is in process of being altered to 23d., a 
gain of 1od. in a 40-hours week.

A CHANCE FOR THE “OUT-DOOR” WOMAN.

While in France women are filling the places of men in all 
sorts of occupations, and filling them remarkably well, in this 
country there are thousands of strong, capable women anxious 
to be of service, while no use is being made of their energy. 
A paragraph in The Times, of January 19th, calls attention to 
the lack of private chauffeurs, owing to the superior attractions 
of War Office service. Here is an opening for the " open-air ” 
woman, for whom office life has no attraction. In the same 
issue appears a letter from Lady Castlereagh, in answer to an 
article on the Dearth of Farm Workers, which suggested that 
the school age might be relaxed in order that ‘ ‘ boys from twelve 
to fourteen years old could be brought into service.” Lady 
Castlereagh writes i—.

“ Has not the fact been overlooked that there is a large reserve of 
women who are able and willing to take the place oi absent men? 
Anyone familiar with the Lowlands of Scotland knows how much work 
on the land is performed by women in many districts.

“Agricultural work should present no very great difficulties for the right 
sort of women, and to many open-air country life would be most congenial. 
Only last month I read with interest an article appearing in The Times 
describing the rural conditions of France 
during the war; the article laid particular 
stress on the good work the French women 
had rendered in connection with the harvest.
At a time like the present, the employment 
of women as farm workers is an experiment 
that should certainly be tried in England; 
the women would be proud to help ' in work 
that is of national importance and well with- 
in their capacity.' ”

MADAME VERONE.
Orator, Writer, Barrister, and Feminist (Speaking at 

the Kingsway Hall Meeting, February 5th).

Appeal of the Government to the 
Women of France.

Conditions in France are thus 
described by a correspondent from ‘ a 
small French village :—

" Not a man, only old ones'about, and yet 
you hear the harvest is splendid and the vin- 
tage the best there has been for forty years; 
that will tell you everything. Perhaps you 
read the appeal of the Government to the 
Women of France last August, how they must, 
keep agriculture going and feed the Army. 
It is hard work; they’ll do it all right. 
Only yesterday I was talking to a farmer’s 
wife here, and she said, * Well, madame, it 
was feasible this year, but next, if we have 
no oxen, what shall we do? You know that 
every horse under eighteen years of age, 
carts, and all motor-cars have been requisi
tioned, and hay and corn. Now the oxen 
are being taken."—Times, January 21st.

The Report issued by the Board of 
Trade on the state of unemployment in 
December, points out that there is 
likely to be a difficulty in getting 
the necessary agricultural done in the 
spring, even in districts where there is 
sufficient labour for winter needs.

the Wold district ofAlready shortage of labour is marked — -- 
Yorkshire, and in the Home Counties in the case of milkers and 
market gardeners. Yet no appeal is made by the Government to 
the women of England. .

When will our own Government begin to realise that the 
women of the nation can be an asset, not a burden? When will 
they cease to regard them as mere “ dependants," and make full 
use of them ? Frenchwomen may at present be more efficient 
for they are more accustomed to work side by side with their 
menfolk in commerce and agriculture, and to take responsibility 
—but if Englishwomen were trained and encouraged, instead of 
being made to feel themselves a drag upon the State, they could 
do as good work as the women of any Continental nation.

This should be the chance of the outdoor, athletic girl, of 
whose splendid physique little or no use is being made, while 
lads accustomed to a sedentary life, and none too robust, have 
joined the Army in thousands. In farming, gardening, driving 
(both horse and motor), as postmen—even as dock labourers, the 
dearth of whom is causing such congestion at our ports—the 
muscular young woman of the middle classes might do good 
service, if she were only allowed.

The price of firewood is going up, while many of our woods 
and forests need thinning. Here is a task which women accus
tomed to outdoor life could easily perform with a little training. 
There is a shortage of milkers, as dairy work, once performed 
almost entirely by the farmer’s wife or daughters, has now 

passed mainly into masculine hands, and so many milkmen have 
enlisted. Here, again, the athletic woman might make herself 
useful, and at the same time set an example to the “ genteel ” 
young person to be found in so many of our farms, who looks 
upon all kinds of dairy work as quite beneath her dignity, in 

•some districts women still do the milking, and it would be an. 
easy matter to arrange for girls to be taught before the shortage 
of workers becomes a really serious matter. They might also 
help as carters, who in some places are badly needed. In Liver
pool, though the horses taken by the army have been largely 
replaced, carters cannot be found.

Several funds have already been started for helping profes- 
sional women, and part of these might well be devoted to training 
suitable girls for outdoor work. Many well-to-do girls would no 
doubt be willing to pay for training, if they felt their services 
were really needed, and would be glad to give any money they 
might afterwards earn to help others less fortunately placed.

Queen’s Work for Women.

During the week just closed the 
London County. Council has entered 
into close co-operation with the Central 
Committee. In districts spread over 
London unemployed women could be 
seen every day going cheerily to school 
to learn, at L.O.C. Centres, cookery, 
laundry work, home dressmaking, and 
health hints. In one case the women's 
workroom has itself become an educa
tional centre with daily regular classes. 
The Council has also opened its trade 
classes to unemployed women belong- 
ing to a trade, or desirous of entering 
one, and at the Hammersmith Trade 
School unemployed women sent from 
the relief workrooms in neighbouring 
Boroughs are attending evening classes 
in trade upholstering, tailoring, dress
making, and millinery.

Prospect OF Good Wages.
We are glad to learn that the ios. a 

week wage to which we alluded in our 
last issue is not regarded as a full-time 
wage for trained workers, but as a part- 
time wage during training. The rate 
is 3d. an hour, and the workers are not 
employed more than forty hours a 
week. Their work also is of the nature 
of a training, and it is confidently ex- 
pected that they will command a higher 

wage when they return to the labour-market than they 
could before. Most of , the girls attending the classes 
recognise the fact that they will find it much easier to get places 
when they can say that they have learned their trade. If I 
could just say I’d been under a man,” said a girl who is deter- 
mined to learn tailoring thoroughly. The dressmakers generally 
see the advantage of going into the tailoring class, even with., 
only the view of being able to make good coats and tailored . 
skirts.

The milliners are each set to do what they have never done 
before in their limited knowledge of the trade. One girl who 
has been five years at the work is proudly making a “ block 
shape ” for the first time. A showroom assistant is learning 
the practical part of the work, for she said : “ If you can’t tell 
a customer what is wrong with a hat, you’re not much use.” The 
dressmakers are modelling bodices on dummy figures, taking 
their measurements from and copying the lines of a French 
pattern. They learn to fit as they go along, for they are told 
which lines may be interfered with, and which must be rigidly 
left alone. A girl who had been years in dressmaking had 
never had such an opportunity before. "‘ This kind of work was 
kept in the fitter’s hands,” she said. “I was just given collars 
to make and finishing to do, or making tucks in petticpats.”
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The Case of the Separated Wife.
Everyone knows that a Parliamentary Committee is sitting 

to consider what payments should be made to a wife while her 
husband is serving in the Army, and what pension should be 
paid to her in the event of his death. These are very difficult 
questions, and among the thousands of individual eases covered 
by them, I want to call attention to one particular class 
which has not received anything like justice hitherto- I refer to 
the women who have been obliged, through no, fault of their 
own, to go to the magistrates and get a separation order against 
their husbands. The lot of these women is hard enough in any 
case. They ate still wives, not allowed to marry again, but 
lacking almost all the advantages of a wife’s position, except 
the precarious subsistence money of 10s. a week, or whatever 
the sum may be, which the magistrates have ordered the husband 
to pay. Still, as long as the husband remains in civil life, the 
woman has her legal remedies against him if he does not pay. 
If, however, he joins the Army, as many such husbands have 
done during the present war, then the woman loses, for all 
practical purposes, her civil remedies.for recovering the money ; 
and as I shall show directly, the Army authorities offer her a 
miserable pittance of 3s. 6d. a week instead.

I am obliged to use the word “ separation ” in two quite 
different connections. First, there is the separation ordered by 
the magistrates, with the weekly payment of jos., or whatever 
it may be, consequent upon such “ separation order.” Secondly, 
there is what the Army regulations call “ separation allowance,” 
being the sum which the Government allows to a married woman 
during her husband’s absence on service, over and above any- 
thing she receives out of his pay. This Government separation 
allowance for the soldier’s wife amounts, in ordinary cases, 
to 9s. a week, and in addition she receives (except in some special 
'cases which I need not go into) 3s. 6d. a week, stopped out of her 
husband’s pay. This last is called compulsory allotment. Thus, 
altogether she receives Izs. 6d. a week. But in the case where 
the wife has been obliged to get a .magistrate’s separation order, 
and where the man has subsequently joined the Army, the Army 
authorities, while they stop 3s. 6d. a week out of his pay and 
send it to his wife, refuse to give her the 9s. separation allow
ance or any part thereof. The net result is that these wives (who 
were getting jos. a week, or some such sum, from their husbands) 
are now getting only 3s. 6d.; and they have no remedy.

The argument of the authorities, as far as I understand, is, 
that the man’s joining the Army has not in fact separated him 
from his wife, and that, therefore, the Army is not under any 
obligation to pay separation allowance. But the Army 
does not pay the ordinary wife 9s. a week simply for the loss of 
her husband’s society, but because the State by accepting the 
man’s services in the Army has deprived the woman of her 
bread-winner. The State, therefore, is under an obligation to 
make her compensation for that loss. Surely the same reasoning 
applies to the case of the woman who had been obliged to get a 
magistrate’s order against her husband. He was still her 
bread-winner, although his obligation in that respect was limited 
to ios. a week. The State, by accepting him as a soldier, has, 
therefore, deprived this woman of her breadwinner ; or rather, 
has reduced the 10s. a week to 3s. 6d., which the Army 
authorities compulsorily stop out of his pay. Her claim is that, 
as a wife she ought to receive from the Army the 9s. a week 
separation allowance which other soldiers’ wives receive; or 
at any rate such part thereof as may be necessary to bring up the 
3s. 6d. a week compulsory allotment to the IOS., or other sum, 
which the magistrate ordered that she should receive.

Aneurin Williams.
P.S.—The above was written some time ago, and correctly 

represented the practice of the authorities, so far as it could be 
ascertained up to the beginning of December. Then comes word 
from the War Office that “ If a soldier has been contributing; 
regularly to the support of his wife, who has been living apart 
from him, Separation Allowance may be issued to her as a 
dependant up to the amount ordinarily paid to the soldier, and 
within the limits laid down by the Regulations governing the 
issue of Separation Allowances to soldiers’ wives and families.” 
From this it appeared that the wives in question were at least to 
receive something in addition to the 3s. 6d. a week compulsory 
allotment.. It seemed, therefore, better to let the matter rest 
pending the decision of the Committee of Inquiry. It now, 
however, appears that these women are still,' at least in some 
cases, being refused any separation allowance whether as wives 
or dependants.—A. W. .

Correspondence.
It is necessary to remind our readers that there is no editorial 

responsibility for opinions expressed in the correspondence columns.

NATIONALISM AND INTERNATIONALISM.
Madam,—Your anonymous correspondent who “would be dumb” has 

a correct instinct, for it is better to be dumb than anonymously to darken 
counsel by words misrepresenting those with whom you disagree. In my 
letter of January 15th, I did not say that people who disapproved the 
idea of an international congress were more ignorant than we who 
approve. It is our own sense of our own ignorance which makes us 
wish to take all occasions of learning. I did not (i) advocate a congress 
to voice “ women’s opinion " ; nor (2) suggest that there were " recal- 
citrants ”; nor (3) that they were afraid of mines.

(1) We, Suffragists at least, know that there is no such thing as 
" women’s opinion.” But there are women (as there are men) who hold 
even in war time that national interests are not opposed to international, 
and that there is loss all round in the settling of differences by the crude 
arbitrament of brute force directed by nationalist partisanship. The 
Suffrage movement is not a movement of women; it is a movement of 
men and women with certain views of the right basis of government, 
and some Suffragists feel that this basis involves a certain development 
of international relations. It is these men and women who might fruit
fully meet in congress.

(2) The talk of “tyrannies, dogmas, formulas, shibboleths” is mere 
throwing up of dust, and so is the suggestion that anyone wishes to 
leave " recalcitrants” at home. Mrs. Fawcett herself wrote that nation- 
al ism was for the moment in the ascendant, and therefore a congress 
whose object it was to express internationalism would be a failure, owing 
to the risk of disputes. I replied that those who felt this opposition 
between nationalism and internationalism would have no inducement to 
attend an international congress. Why should they? Mrs. Fawcett, 
with that admirable frankness we expect of her, says she would not.

(3) The kind of accidental outbreaks of temper to which Mrs. Fawcett 
referred could only occur if a number of people attended the congress 
in an irresponsible mood. Those who disapproved would not come; those 
who are in the habit of attending congresses as a sort of superior picnic 
(and there are thousands of such people) would not encounter the risks 
and discomforts of travel. Busy people will only go if they think they 
can get and give some good.

One more word about my use of the word “ partisan." It is not a term 
of abuse; it is a word which precisely connotes the precise advocacy of 
the “national cause” to which Mrs. Fawcett alluded. Anyone who, 
because he believes the cause of his own country just, cannot exchange 
ideas and courtesies with one of an opposed country, is a partisan. Any
one who, believing the balance of right to be on the side of his own 
country, feels himself compelled to admit no right in the opponent and 
no wrong on his own side, is a partisan. There are many people (perhaps 
most, I do not know) who hold that without partisanship no one could 
fight. If so, that is one of the strongest reasons I have ever heard 
against ever fighting. But it is .possible to hold that a combination of 
Allies, with a high ideal like the abolition of militarism, is an approach 
to a more truly international enforcement of Public Right, and such a 
combination might fight without partisanship. Just as a judge, who 
uses the warder or the executioner to enforce the finding of the jury, 
altogether repudiates partisanship, so, it seems to me, might an Inter- 
national Court use and direct the force of armies. H. M. Swanwick.

AN EDUCATION POLICY.
Madam,—I rejoice that the subject of an education policy is being 

discussed in your columns. Splendid as is the work which Suffrage 
Societies are doing to meet the immediate needs of the nation during the 
war, they have a wider duty, and are specially called upon to consider 
the future. There are many women who think it is almost unpatriotic 
to look beyond the present moment, and yet peace will come some day 
and must not find us unprepared. Could not the N.U.W.S.S. arrange a 
series of addresses given by competent speakers on the social and internal 
political conditions of all the belligerent nations, including Germany? 
Some people say that they do not want to know anything about Germany 
because she is so wicked. If we could abolish Germany by ignoring her 
there might be some sense in that attitude, but as we cannot do this, surely 
it seems reasonable to try and know something about the inner life of our 
formidable opponent.

Many of the horrors which have befallen unhappy Belgium' are 
primarily due to German ignorance of the psychology of other nations, 
which has led them to commit acts which in the long run will be more 
harmful to themselves than are the guns of. their adversaries. If we 
succeed in invading Germany armed with no better knowledge than what 
we have gleaned from Bernhardi, selected fragments of Treitscke, and 
ill-digested spoonfuls of Nietzsche, varied by novelettes dealing with 
scandals in small garrison towns, we may also do things from sheer 
ignorance which will not conduce to a just and lasting settlement. Women 
do not always use their influence to counteract the evil effects of a 
sensational Press, but if they had knowledge they would realise their 
international responsibilities, even before they receive the rights of 
citizenship. Let no one think she is powerless; each individual may form 
a centre of enlightenment, the beneficial results of which she, cannot 
measure. MARION CHADWICK.

NATIONAL SERVICE.
Madam,—I am a regular reader of The Common Cause, and a great 

admirer of its clearly expressed broad-minded views, so please allow me 
to protest against the article called " National Service,” which is most 
reactionary. The writer tells us that even earlier than 1813 Prussia 
started Conscription or Personal Service, whichever you like. Surely 
this proves that if you train boys and men to military ideas they will 
grow into a military and aggressive nation, such as we see in the Ger- 
many of our present day.

There is the brute element in all of us, which can be cultivated or 
checked by education. It is surely time that this instinct of the savage 
should be repressed and the higher ideals of citizenship and regard for 
humanity encouraged. Instead of urging her young men to discipline 
themselves so that they can kill a greater quantity of other young men

who happen to be of another nationality, England should devote her 
strength to making an alliance of peace with America and her own 
Colonies. She should encourage the formation of a united navy for the 
safe-guarding of her own and their trade routes, and with this navy 
large armies would be unnecessary. It would be a bold power that would 
rise against America united to England and her Colonies. On the other 
hand, those at peace and free from fear of invasion could exert themselves 
to teach the rising generation what true freedom means, which certainly 
does not lie in conscription. It is childish to say that had we had a 
million more trained men, this war would not have occurred. Nations 
well-armed and trained for war will never lack an excuse to fight.

Democracy and internationalism are what we want now. Naturally, to 
the military mind, a better army than your neighbour is the ideal, but 
the military attitude is not democratic. It is because the world has been 
blinded by its conquerors, its Alexanders, its Caesars,^its Napoleons, and 
not listened to the voice of freedom that humanity to-day is struggling 
on the Continent.

We hear rumours of a United States of Europe, of the strengthening 
of the International Woman's Movement; may they one day become facts, 
till men and women of every shade from white to black will acknow- 
ledge each other’s humanity, and then there will be no need of armed 
peace. ' ' ' Helen Cotter.

[We have to remind our correspondent that the N.U.W.S.S. has not, 
up to the present, made any official pronouncement about war. It would 
not, therefore, be right for the organ of the N.U. to discuss, even in signed 
articles, one side of the problem only.—ED., " C.C.‘‘1

WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE IN AMERICA.
MADAM,—I notice that in your issue of the 22nd, you say in reference 

to the vote on Women Suffrage in the American House of Representatives 
that: “ This is the first time in history that such a vote has been taken 
. . . . as the policy of our friends in America has been to fight the 
Suffrage in each. State separately, and not . . . . in the Federal 
Legislature.” It may be interesting in this connection to note that the 
conditions in America are precisely the opposite of those in Australia. 
The American States are Sovereign States, and can act even in opposition 
to the Federal Legislature. It is probable therefore, that an amendment 
of the Constitutions may be necessary before the vote can be granted to 
the State Legislature. Before this can be effected, it is necessary that a 
majority of States and a majority of voters in each State should be in 
favour of the Amendment of the Constitution. Carrying the vote there- 
fore in each State is a necessary preliminary to carrying it in the 
Central Legislature. In Australia the vote was granted to women by the 
Federal Legislature before the question had been raised as a political 
issue in some of the States. Carrying the vote in one State means 
doubling the number of voters in that State, and under the present 
political conditions this acts as a powerful inducement to other States 
to go and do likewise. The question of carrying the vote in the American 
Congress is therefore one only of time. It will come about almost auto- 
matically when the majority of the States have pronounced in favour of it.

Geo. E. BOxALL.

INDIA’S HELP FOR BELGIUM.
Madam,—I should like to tell you of what our Treasurer, Miss 

Stehelin, a lady farmer} is doing to help at the present time the future 
need of poor devastated Belgium. She has sown quantities' of peas and 
tomatoes on her land near Debra Doon in the united provinces, by which 
she hopes to be able to raise quantities of good seed for sowing when the 
time of repatriation comes. In this country tomatoes especially are very 
easily grown in the open, and so the seed is not such an expensive item 
as it is in England. She also hopes to grow onions in large quantities 
for the Belgians, and in time to be able to send a consignment of seed. 
This should prove of real permanent benefit—probably other lady farmers 
are doing the same—for when this wronged people get back to their 
country, doubtless life will have to begin all over again. The soil will 
bear richly, though the fact of this only saddens one in thinking of 
the cause; still the land and its fertility will be an undoubted blessing, 
and what we want to do more than anything else is to make self-help 
possible.

I wish you could see our Indian-Belgium fields. I would our poor 
Belgian friends could see them. They would be glad to know how many 
hearts in far-away India are thinking of their terrible need, and seeking 
to minister to it. In Mussoorie over £200 has been sent to the Belgian 
Fund, and last week I sent the whole of the. balance in hand of our 
Mussoorie Suffrage Society for the Active Service Corps.

J. G. WEATHERLEY.
Hon. Sec., Mussoorie. Suffrage Society.

P.S.—Our President, Mrs. Hallowes, has also written a very important 
pamphlet, " Women and War: An Appeal to Women of All, Nations.” 
Headley Bros., 140, Bishopsgate, price 2d. It should be read by all 
women.

PLEASE SEND NO MORE !
MADAM,—The readers of The Common CAUSE will be glad to hear, I 

am sure, that the hundreds of bandages I have been able to send to 
H Company, R.A.M.C., the 46th and 69th Field Ambulances, and the 
71st F.A., have been acknowledged by the respective C.O.’s and N.C.O.’s 
in terms of great gratitude, and I have been asked to convey their thanks 
to the “kind ladies” who helped to supply the much-needed bandages. 
H Company has left Fleet for good, and as I have enough money in 
hand to supply several new ambulances expected to arrive shortly in a 
neighbouring camp, I earnestly beg the readers of The Common Cause 
not to send me any more money, or calico. DOROTHY Edwards.

WOMEN’S PATROL COMMITTEE.
Under the auspices of the National Union of Women Workers, 

a Women’s Patrol Committee has been formed in Leeds. A trained 
organiser spent three weeks in the city in December, and the work has 
been started under favourable conditions, as the good-will of the Chief 
Constable and the Watch Committee and much local influential support 
have been obtained. During the holidays the work was in abeyance, but 
an organising secretary and strong committee are now at work, and 
twenty-eight patrols on duty in two districts. Many more patrols are 
needed, so that the beats may be increased in number and adequately 
patrolled.

-DERRYOTOMS-
mo” KENSINGTON HIGH STREET - LONDONW

Last Week of Winter Sale
Final Reductions— M en ’s Wear

Sailors 
Mitts. 
Finally 

price

C.C.M.1.
Navy Wool Glove
Usual price 2/112.

reduced 1/114

C.C.M.2.
Khaki Fleecy Plush 
Sleeping Helmets, lined 

warm material.
Finally reduced 1 11 1 

price ...
22/> Dozen.

C.C.M.5.
Knitted Woollen Gloves 
in Heather Mixtures & 
Khaki, with dome fas
teners, or slip on wrists. 
Sale price 1 9 pair.

C.C.M.3.
Having a tremendous
Stock of heavy all-wool, 
woven cholera Belts, 
suitable for soldiers’ 
wear, we offer these at 
prices that should 
effect a speedy clear- 

. ance. 1 /
Sale price ... -1 •

Men’s 
Winter

C.C.M.4. 
Warm 
weight

Fleecy 
Pants

and Vests
Sale price 0|2 
(per garment)

6 Suits for 26/-

C.C.M.6.
Men’s super Ceylon 
Flannel Pyjamas in 

. good patterns.
Sale Al11 the
price F - 1 Suit,

or 3 Suits for 14/3. Usu- 
ally sold at 6/ 11 each.

JOHN BROWNING
(Incorporating R. S. NEUMANN.)

Medals, 1862.

SIGHT-TESTING 
AND 

MANUFACTURING 
OPTICIANS.

ESTABLISHED 1765.

Browning’s
Rimless Clip.

Since 1765 the name of JOHN BROWNING 
has been associated with all that is most distin
guished in the science and practice of Optics.

BROWNING’S method of Sight-Testing is based on 
many years’ Optical practice and an accumulated ex
perience extending over a CENTURY and A-HALF.

The Improved Method of Fitting adopted in 
BROWNINGS RIMLESS CLIP ensures the greatest 
amount of comfort in wear and the least possibility 
of breakage occurring.

Write or call for following Booklets (free):—

1. HINTS ON EYESIGHT.
2. MICROSCOPES, TELE- 

Scopes, SPECTRO- 
scopes, &c., &c.

3. OPERA & FIELD GLASSES

ADDRESS—

72, NEW OXFORD ST., W.C.
Between Tottenham Court Rd. & Bloomsbury St. 

AND

146, STRAND, W.C.
Opposite Gaiety Theatre,

LONDON.
HOURS : 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.

SATS. : 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Rimless Spectacles.

Lorgnettes.

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS and mention THE COMMON CAUSE when ordering goods.
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How Ought Women to Prepare for Invasion?
AN INFORMAL CONFERENOE

On this subject will be held in
The Lounge, CAXTOH HALL, Westminster, S.W. (iSl>Jume$'iPark Station),

On THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 4fh, at 8 p.m.
ADMISSION BY INVITATION TICKET.

For Particulars apply in writing (enclosing stamped addressed envelope) to 
Miss H. WARD, Lyceum Club, 128, Piccadilly, W.

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S FRANCHISE CLUB, 
O, Draft on St., Piccadilly, w. FOR MEN AND WOMEN.
Subscriptions: Country Members (England and Wales) per annum One Guinea. Ireland 
and Scotland, 10/6. Foreign (Resident abroad)10/6. No Entrance Fees. London Members 
(Resident withinrs miles Charing Cross) per annum One Guinea. Entrance Fee One Guinea. 
Valuable Lending and Reference library for Members. Non-members enrolled as 
Associates by paying 5/6 per annum. LUNCHEONS, 1/- & 1/6. DINNERS 1/-& 1/9.

ALL PARTICULARS—SECRETARY. TeL: MAYFAIR 3932.

TH E BETTERMENT BOOK ROOM.
40b, ROSSLYN HILL, N.W. TtUpfum,: Hampstead 1811.

To Country Roeder.-----UNIQUE GREETING CARDS
, , for all occasions from three-halfpence each.
Returnable packets sent on approval on receipt of P.O.O. to cover value. 

N. U. W. S. S. 1915 Diary, 1/1 post free. All N.U.W.S.S. Publications.
. Foreign Books obtained to order. 

Agent for the new HOUSEHOLDER’S COMPREHENSIVE POLICY 
„and all other forms of separate insurance at Lloyds. 
Prospectus for any individual proposed on application. 

The Catholic Suffragist
(Organ of the Catholic Women’s Suffrage Society).

Non In JANUARY^ Now Ready,
PUBLISHED MONTHLY. PRICE Id.

(Annual Subscription, post free, Is. 6d.)
Catholic Women's Suffrage Society, 57, Berners St., London, W.

Typewriting and Shorthand.
(Miss Mildred Ransom.)

Educated Women trained as Private Secretaries. 
Careful attention given to each pupil.

Second-hand Typewriters bought and sold.

Meetings reported; MSS. accurately 
copied. First-class work.

195-197, EDGWARE ROAD, LONDON, V.
Telephone - ■ 6302 Paddington.

HALF-PRICE DI TDDrDDVC 
BARGAINS AT DURDLAII

Until end of FEBRUARY.
TWEED BURBERRYS." 

Usual Price 4 and 5 Gns. SALE PRICE 42/- and 52/6.
ULSTER BURBERRYS.

Usual Price 6 and 7 Gns. SALE PRICE 63/* 
GABARDINE BURBERRYS.

Usual Price 3, 34, and 4 Gns. SALE PRICE 45/- 
BURBERRY CAPES in Solax, part lined Slimber.

Usual Price 6 Gns. SALE PRICE 63/-
TWEED BURBERRY GOWNS.

Usual Price 8, 9, and IO Gns. SALE PRICE 84/-and 105/.
CHILDREN’S BURBERRYS and URBITORS.

Usual Price from 35/- SALE PRICE from 21/.
For full list write for Sale Catalogue; Post Free.

BURBERRYS Haymarket LONDON

WILSONS’ SALE
Of "Deplo" LINENS, 4C„
will soon be over. Do not miss the 
Golden opportunity.
All Linens are advancing rapidly. 
Get our Pictured List and study the 
bargains.

68 CWilsons, Bond St 08
SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS and mention THE COMMON CAUSE when ordering goods.

THE COMMON CAUSE.
2, Robert Street, Tel. Address :

Adelphi, W.C. Price 1d. " Homosum, London.”
Telephone : Press Tels. .

1910 Gerrard. office Address.

POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES : 
British Isles, 6s. 6d. ABROAD, 8s. 8D. PER annum.

LITERARY CONTRIBUTIONS should be addressed to the Editor, The Common 
CAUSE, 2, Robert Street, Adelphi, W.C. The Editor, however '^ accepts 
no responsibility for unsolicited matter, and no manuscripts will be 

ydurned unless accompanied by a stamped addressed envelope.
All BUSINESS Communications to be addressed to The Manager 

The Common Cause, 2, Robert Street, Adelphi, W.C., and all 
Advertisements must reach the Office not later than first post on 
Tuesday, Advertisement Representative, S. R. Le Mare.

Notice.—This paper is obtainable at newsagents and bookstalls by mid- 
day on Friday. If any difficulty is. found in obtaining it locally, 
please communicate with The Manager, The COMMON Cause.

The National Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies being 
a body which exists to obtain the enfranchisement 
of women, holds no official view upon any other topic. 
Opinions expressed upon other subjects must not be 

regarded as necessarily those of the Union.

Double Standards.
War, with its clamant needs and pressing dangers, is always 

apt to have a reactionary effect on public opinion', for people, 
at its insistence, fly to panic remedies for pressing ills. In the 
present war the desire to suppress social diseases by violent 
cures has already shown itself several times, and there is an 
aspect of this danger with which women are specially concerned. 
It is that aspect of the case which hurries people into suppres
sive measures against one sex only, not because it is the greater 
sinner, but because it can less easily resist.

There is no subject on which Suffragists feel more deeply 
than that of the “ double standard of morality,” which such 
measures inevitably create or enforce. There is probably none 
which the outsider—whether man or woman—finds it more 
difficult to understand. And since (if we are right) this question 
is one of vital importance to the race, it is worth while to try 
many times to clear away the misunderstanding if possible.

1 o those who differ from us on this point, our rejection of the 
double standard seems like feminism gone mad. “ Why,” they 
ask, “ demand for women freedom to imitate the vices of 
men? Why not recognise that the higher standard is the 
greater honour ? If women are commonly expected to be more 
"chaste, more self-controlled, more temperate, and.-, more unsel
fish than men, they should be proud of the distinction, and think 
it not an injustice but a glory.” It is a pity, such critics 
would agree; that public opinion should expect comparatively 
little of men , but it is not the women who should complain. 
And a recent protest against the restrictions placed on the sale 
of alcohol to women only, drew forth, from a correspondent to 
this paper, the amazed inquiry why anyone should want women 
to have freedom to get drunk?

Such a question, it is true, implies a curious misunderstand
ing not only of our position, but of the meaning of the word 
freedom. One cannot be “ free " to be sober without also being 
free to get drunk. Compulsory sobriety is not freedom, though 
many people would prefer it ; and where " compulsion " is 
freely accepted (as in the ease of men or women who vote for 
prohibition) there is no difficulty in reconciling the two prin
ciples. In any case, we believe there are many women—perhaps 
the majority of women Suffragists—who would, at this time, 
welcome a measure of compulsion equally applied to both sexes. 
Women have everything to gain from temperance, and we hear 
of no complaints from France or Russia against the sweeping 
measures enforced there. Indeed, as readers of The Common 
CAUSE are aware, a considerable measure of prohibition had 
already been locally applied in Russia (before the abolition of 
the Government monopoly of vodka), and this “ local veto” 
had been supported by women’s votes.. Now La t^ran^aise. 
reports the prohibition of absinthe in France as a triumph for 
the women. Even without votes—local or national—they have 
been working for this reform: for years, and its achievement is 
their victory very largely.

It is not then from a desire for “ freedom to get drunk ‘ that 
women resent the distinction made between the sexes. It is 
from a consciousness, very present with Suffragists, that the 
double standard has Been disastrous to morality. It has not 
answered its purpose. It has .destroyed the standard it hoped 
to raise. To emphasise a virtue—no matter what—as' peculiarly 
necessary to one of the two sexes is to suggest that it is not 

necessary to the other. The suggestion is inevitable. And the | 
sex which dispenses with one or other virtue will fortify itself 
against criticism by pointing with pride to the splendour of its 
ideal for the other sex. Such vicarious virtue- is not moral, but 
demoralising.

We heard recently of a small boy who was allowed to break 
his sisters’ dolls, on the ground that this proceeding' taught 
the little girls to be unselfish. What about .the effect on the 
boy? We have all met men who felt their religious duties 
adequately discharged because their wives were regular at 
church ; and in few households is attendance at family prayers 
exacted from sons with the same zeal as from daughters What 
is the result ? The churches are emptying, family prayers fall into 
desuetude. The less not the more exacting standard prevails.

It has become a truism among Suffragists that in matters 
more urgent the double standard Kas been destructive of 
morality. Purity being demanded of women as the special virtue 
of their sex, men have tended to regard it as unnecessary or even 
impossible for theirs. The direct, logical, and inevitable result 
of this distinction has been the creation of a whole class of 
women, outcasts from society. And, again, the men who make 
that class necessary, pride themselves on the standard they 
demand from their own women. But can women any longer 
assent to such a “ morality” ? Or, when they denounce it, must 
they be supposed to be asking for freedom to be vicious?

Again, it is suggested, as we have said, to impose special 
restrictions on the sale of drink to women. If this special 
measure were designed to unify the standard of the sexes, there 
might be something to be said for it. But it is not. The most 
hostile critic could not prove, and has, indeed, not attempted to 
suggest, that women as a sex are more given to drunkenness 
than men. The case is notoriously the other way. Allowing for 
any possible margin of error, from secret drinking, the fact is 
still undisputed that men are far larger consumers of alcohol 
than women. If, then, special restriction on sex lines was 
required it would seem that it is the men who should be restricted. 
When women—the lesser sinners—are selected, what possible 
deduction can be drawn but that society accepts the double 
standard, and regards drunkenness in men as a venial offence?

The law, and the administrators of the law, can recognise or 
ignore a fault; can, in legal terms, make a vice into a “ crime.” 
It does not necessarily follow (though it is very apt to) that 
public opinion is affected by such recognition. Certain offences 
are regarded with extreme disgust which are not legally 
“ crimes.” There are, for example, many kinds of lies which 
would make the liar infinitely more contemned, if they were 
found out, than some- kinds of libel: yet the libel is a crime,- 
and the lie, quite likely, is not. Where it is admitted that the 
law is not the right kind of instrument to deal with certain 
offences, public hatred of them is not lessened by the absence 
of legal recognition. But if, by some legal or administrative 
order, it is admitted that the offence is one which the law may 
rightly recognise, then its application to one sex only must 
affect public opinion. If drunkenness is in this class, but the 
sale of alcohol to women only restricted, who can fail, con
sciously or unconsciously, to draw the conclusion that in women 
only is drunkenness blameworthy ? But against such a 
conclusion Suffragists will always contend.

Women, with the spread of education and the wider outlook 
that education brings with it, are realising with growing clear
ness the awful consequences of alcoholism to the race. They 
have seen, and they will never forget, what impurity has meant 
to women, to children, and to men. They have been forced to 
face the horrible results,’ and with that knowledge has come the 
knowledge that the double standard of morals which they so long 
accepted, if not with complacency at least with submission, 
involves these horrors as a necessary sequence. Now they are 
beginning to learn the facts about intemperance in alcohol also. 
They, know something of the consequences to children of alco
holism in a parent. They watch in the police-courts the inexor- 
able working-out of the connection between alcoholism and lust. 
They know now that it is not only (only !) a matter of submission 
to brutal treatment at the hands of a drunken husband, but of 
submission to something which affects them and their children 
and their children’s children, that is involved. Everywhere 
women are the enemies of intemperance, and in America the 
battle between the Suffragists and the liquor interest is openly 
joined. Whatever measures are taken to meet the different needs 
of different circumstances-and races, one thing is certain— 
women will be forward in this cause. But for this very reason 
they will consent to no measure which suggests that temperance 
is a virtue for one sex only, and drunkenness a venial sin in a 
man. They have seen what has come of specialising in virtues, 
and they will not consent again to this corruption of the moral 
standard.

"Si Pacem Vis—.”
[We published in preceding numbers, articles by 'DtAGol. Fi."Gunter on 

National Service. This week Mr. Fenner Brockwuv presents ithe case for the. 
other side. .Contributors are left free to empress their own views, as we 
believe it to be in the'public interest that such questions should be freely 
discussed. The articles, are signed, and must not be ta^n to represent the 
official views of the N.U.W .S.S.]

The Provincial Council of the National Union of Women's 
Suffrage Societies has endorsed the principles of peace laid down 
by Mr. Asquith in his historic speech at Dublin. Before a per- 
manent peace can be secured; he declared, there must come, 
“first and foremost, the clearing of the ground by the definite 
repudiation of militarism as the governing factor in the relation 
of States and of the future moulding of the European world.” 
Mr. Lloyd George was equally explicit in the address he delivered 
to Free Churchmen at the City Temple. “ We are all looking 
forward to a time when swords shall be beaten into plough- 
shares,1’ he said, “ and spears into pruning hooks, and nation 
cannot rise up against nation, and there will be no more war.

. The surest way of establishing a reign of peace upon 
earth is by making the way of the transgressor of the peace of 
the nations too hard for the rulers of men to tread it. That is 
what we are engaged in doing now.” “ We know that we can 
gain nothing from the war except two things,” Mr. Bonar Law 
stated on December 4th : “ Peace when it is over, and security, 
for peace in the future. ”

These pronouncements could be multiplied a hundredfold. 
The assertion that we are fighting to overthrow militarism and 
to establish a permanent condition of peace has been" made so 
repeatedly and by such representative authorities that it can be 
justly claimed to be our national policy.

To some of us, however, it has always been clear that those 
who are now concentrating their energies on “overthrowing 
militarism in Germany ” would have to turn their attention to the 
menace of militarism in their own land before the war was over 
if they really desired to be liberated from it. We, in Britain, have 
our Treitschke and Bernhardis and the like I hesitate to quote 
the late Lord Roberts now that lie has passed from us, but the 
danger to which I refer is illustrated in a passage of a speech he, 
delivered in Manchester in 1912. Speaking in favour of a system 
of compulsory military service, he said :— chpini pri

“ Germany strikes when Germany’s hour has struck. That is the time- 
honoured policy of her Foreign Office. That was the policy relentlessly 
pursued by Bismarck and Moltke in 1866 and 1870. It has been her policy 
at the present hour. And, gentlemen, it is. an excellent policy, It is - or 
should. be, the..policy of every nation prepared to,play.a great part in 
history." 0 . , c rI ■ 7; . " 5 -

Or, let me quote, from Major Stewart Murray, whom Lieut.- 
Colonel Edward Gunter instances in THE Common Cause, as one 
of the ablest writers on the subject of compulsory service. In life 
“ Peace of the Anglo-Saxons” he reveals a temper which is 
exactly what we have come to term “ Prussianism. ” “ In such 
dangerous things as war,” he says, “ the errors which proceed 
from a spirit of benevolence are just the worst,” and he continues 
thus :— -

“ Now this is an elementary fact which it is most desirable that those 
of our politicians and Exeter Hall preachers and numerous old women of 
both sexes who raise hideous cries about ‘ methods ofbarbarism, &c., 
every time we have a war should endeavour to learn. By their very out- 
cries-for moderation and weakness they clearly show that they know 
nothing about war. . - .

" And the worst of all is that such velvet-glove methods-of -barbarism 
politicians may be in power, or, if they be not in power, may influence 
those who are, when our next great war comes. Therefore, unless this 
vital error be extirpated before that war-comes upon us, there is too much 
reason to fear that it might be entered upon with this worst of all errors 
underlying its conduct.”

And, again :—
' “ Let us put aside at once as childish all talk of international law as 

any protection. There is no such thing as international law, for the thing 
so miscalled is merely international custom, and a new custom can be 
added at any time by any nation powerful enough. To break through 
so-called international law is no more than for an individual to break 
through the conventionalities of social intercourse. . . .

“ We ourselves have been the greatest offenders of all in breaking 
international conventionalities. We have frequently made use of our naval 
powers to attack other nations by surprise. In international intercourse 
nothing more unconventional has ever been done than our surprise of 
Denmark and seizure of the Danish fleet in 1817."

| Now, if Mr. Asquith and Mr. Lloyd George are right when 
they say we are fighting to overthrow military barbarism, and to 
vindicate international law, Major Stewart Murray and those 
who think like him ought to be in the camp of the enemy. If the 
issue is then peace and war, democracy and militarism, the power 
of the spirit and the power of force, then the advocates of com
pulsory service (or universal training, or conscription, or what- 
ever they may choose to term their system of training every
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young man in the art of killing) ought obviously to be on the 
other side. * ,

it is no use for them to argue that they desire peace, and 
that, conditions being what they are, universal military training 
is the best safeguard against war. The present conflict has 
shattered for ever the, argument that to prepare for war is the 
most effective method of preventing war. The fact is that every 
additional armed soldier in Europe, every additional gun con
structed, every additional warship built, made the conflagration 
more inevitable. Of such material the magazine which exploded 
in the early days of August was composed. Had Britain । 
announced that she. intended to train every man for military 
service the conflict would merely have-been precipitated. When 
Germany increased her army (after realising that France and 
Britain were co-operating against her), France retaliated by a 
Bill to extend her system of military service from two to three 
years. If Britain had adopted the proposals of the National 
Service League, Germany would have realised that her only 
chance lay in striking before the system was in effective opera
tion. To prepare for war is to produce war. Permanent peace 
will only come when we prepare, with equal zeal, for peace. .

But I admit readily enough that compulsory military service 
is the logical accompaniment of the foreign policy Britain has 
pursued during the last ten years. We have allowed ourselves 
to be entangled in continental quarrels, and, that being so, 
required a continental army. From 1906 onwards we have, to 
all intents and purposes, been committed to support France (and 
thus, more recently, Russia) in any war in which she became 
involved*, and, since the issues were bound to be decided 
primarily on land, such a policy demanded that we made our- 
selves a military as well as a naval power. If the present policy 
of alliances is continued after the war, conscription appears to 
me inevitable. The British navy is, first and foremost, a weapon 
of defence, and, although it is of enormous service to France 
in the present conflict in protecting her shores from attack and in 
keeping her trade routes open, an ally has the right to expect 
aggressive assistance also. For this reason I do not think it of 
much avail to argue the merits of compulsion and voluntaryism 
apart from other considerations. ..

If the nation is to be saved from the menace of militarism it 
must not be contented with defeating “ Prussianism ” in Ger- 
many. It must revolutionise its own foreign policy. It must 
revolutionise its own imperial policy. It must revolutionise its 
own policy of armaments’ construction.

We will hope that at the conclusion of this war Europe will 
no longer be divided into two armed camps, ranged provocatively 
one opposite another. We will hope that a League of Nations 
will be formed, and that arbitration will become the rule between 
them. But if this desirable goal is not reached, Britain would 
be far better advised to stand aside from European alliances in 
the future than to commit herself to one side or another. Boldly 
she should declare herself to be the friend of every Power which 
walks in the path of peace, the champion of every people sub
jected to tyranny and wrong, the sympathiser with every 
democracy struggling to be free. Had that been our policy 
during the last ten years, we could not have been indifferent now 
to the fate of Belgium (though it is probable this war would, 
under those circumstances, never have occurred), but neither 
could we have been indifferent to the fate of Persia when she was 
outraged by Russia, or to the fate of Morocco when she was 
outraged by France. And among the nations of the world we 
should have won a respect which would have been our surest 
shield against attack. . . . .

When this sorry war has concluded, a new opportunity will 
come to us. Are we ready to accept it ? I the paramount duty of 
the moment is that all who hate militarism and abhor war should 
unite to overthrow the dragon of Prussianism wherever it lifts 
its head. And that head has many masks.. Sometimes it appears 
under the disguise of Secret Diplomacy. Sometimes under the 
disguise of imperialism. Sometimes under the disguise of High 
Finance. Sometimes under the disguise of Compulsory Military 
Service. These masks must be torn from the face of the dragon 
and the fiery eyes and blood-red lips of War which hide behind 
them revealed to all. But if our State is ever to be rid of him, 
many changes must take place, not the least of which is the recog
nition of women’s power and place in the counsels of the land.

A. Fenner Brockway.

“THE COMMON CAUSE” SOLDIERS’ ROOMS.
An Example to be Followed. N.U. W.S.S. SCOTTISH WOMEN’S HOSPITAL.

[Next week “ The Prussieinisation of Germany," ly Cloudesley Brereton.]

* The "conversations” between the military authorities.of France and 
Britain which have been pursued for the last eight years, and the naval 
arrangement by which France withdrew her fleet to the Mediterranean, 
undeniably denote an understanding.
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The Lincoln W.S.S. decided to give expression to its belief 
in the value of natural comradeship between men and women 
by opening a mixed club for soldiers stationed in the city ; 
recreation rooms, to which they might bring their relatives and 
friends, and where they would be entertained by women 
Suffragists ! Rumours of this monstrous proposal reached the 
ears of the unbeliever before the scheme was very far advanced, 
arid our committee was deluged with “good advice”—grave 
warnings of the inevitable pandemonium that would ensue, and 
threats of the disapproval of all the military authorities from 
Lord Kitchener downwards! Nothing daunted, we took our 
proposal to the Colonel-in-Command. At once he gave it a 
warm welcome-—the men were too cramped, he said, and we 
might do much good ; he added, moreover, that he was a 
Suffragist himself. Then he recommended to us some of his most 
trusted men, N.C.O.’s and privates, and this nucleus has given 
invaluable help to our Committee in starting on the right lines.

By the generosity of a Nottingham firm, Messrs. Dixon & 
Parker, we were able to obtain most delightful rooms over their 
shop in the very centre of the city. The Corporation have granted 
us electric light, gas, and water at half-rates. The response 
from members and “ friends ” has been magnificent. Some gave 
or lent furniture and crockery, others provided coal, newspapers, 
writing materials, food, &c. ; others again subscribed money from 
one penny a week upwards. Everybody finds scope for his or her 
special talents in some form of personal service. Light refresh
ments are sold at cost price, and those of our members who 
belong to the W.C.G. devote their housewifely gifts to the work 
of catering and cooking. We pay for one day’s thorough clean- 
ing a week ; the rest the members do themselves.

There are two moderate sized rooms, one empty for dancing 
and entertainments, the other arranged for reading and writing ; 
there are also cloak rooms and a small room for serving food. 
The club is open every night, except Sunday, from six to ten. 
On Monday there is always an informal concert, on Wednesday 
there is dancing. On other nights our guests read, write 
letters, or play games, unless some special entertainment is pro
vided. There are other recreation rooms in the town, but the 
men say these rooms are so cosy and not too vast. The whole 
atmosphere is jolly' and friendly ; they are quite at home, but 
always courteous. The sergeants are especially, appreciative 
and tell us that it has made the different bodies—Yeomanry, 
Kitchener’s Army, Territorials, and Red X—mix up better.

The Common Cause is, of course, prominent among the 
papers provided, and it is read with deep interest by many of 
the men.' The name of our rooms may be taken to have more 
than one meaning, but it is soon to be displayed on a flag or 
signboard in N. U. colours, hung over the High Street.

“common cause” selling.
We wish to bring The Common Cause before a much larger public, 

in order'that they may know how women are helping their country and 
how they can do their part. No better way can be found than street 
selling. Will you help?

If you cannot sell yourself please send us some money so that we 
may employ out of work women to sell the paper. Donations should 
be sent to the Manager, "The Common Cause,” 2, Robert Street, 
Adelphi, W.C.

The following additional donations have been received for this pur
pose : Miss Rosa Button, 5s. (third monthly instalment); Mrs. Fyffe, £I 
(fourth and fifth monthly instalment); Mrs. J. Johnson, 10s.

Where to Sell.
A list of important London pitches is kept at the Shop, 50, Parliament 

Street, and at the “ C.C.” office, and we can do with any number of 
volunteers. Sellers are urgently needed for outside Hyde Park every 
Sunday afternoon. Copies can be obtained on that day between 2-3 p.m. 
from 44, Great Cumberland Place, W.

“Common Cause” Camp Fund.
Will the contributor who is kindly sending THE Common Cause to the 

Hatfield Camp (Y.M.C.A. room), kindly send instead to Mr. T. K. Banks, 
Y.M.C.A. Tent, The Barracks, Lichfield, as the Hatfield Camp has been 
moved. The following additional donations have been received towards our 
fund for supplying camps with the paper: Mr. Arthur Scott, 3s. 3d.; 
Miss Annie Cooke, 5s. (two months’ instalment of 2s. 6d.)

BELGIAN REFUGEES can be helped by your ordering

ENTENTE RECIPES French & Flemish.
Compiled by LOUISA F. PESEL ,

Assisted by M. E. DENIS (formerly Restaurateur a Louvain).
Price Is., post free from the publishers is. 3d.

The Profits arising from the Sale of this Book are devoted to the Belgian 
Compatriots Clothing Fund, Bradford.__________

Published by PERCY LUND, HUMPHRIES & Co., Ltd,,
3, Amen Corner, London; and Bradford.
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French Unit.
We have received the following description of the Hospital 

at the Abbaye de Royaumont from a correspondent who visited 
it just before the first patients arrived:—

" All at once we saw the Red Cross and then we knew we had really 
gained the object of our pilgrimage. A little peering along deserted 
pathways and into mysterious doors, and we found ourselves in a large 
and hospitable -kitchen where a homely looking French cook was making 
an ample meal. . She told us that the ‘ dames 6eossaises ’ were truly there, 
but they lived in another part of the building. . . . A few minutes 
more, and we passed through the beautiful cloisters of Royaumont, which 
surround the garden quadrangle, where the fountain still plays in the 
centre of little box-edged beds which should be blazing with flowers in 
summer time, but which for many years have been overgrown with moss 
and grass.

" I discovered the first member of our Unit cutting wood with a hatchet 
and making bed rests in a magnificent stone-vaulted hall, the old library 
of the monks. In a room—I think it was the refectory—further up the 
splendid old stone staircase, we found Dr. I vens and. Mrs. Owen. . . . 
Ever since their arrival, the nurses and orderlies had been busy cleaning 
down the Abbey, which had not been touched since the nuns were turned 
out ten years ago. We were taken through the huge stone-roofed halls, 
now white and spotless, which have been made into the most, admirable 
wards, well-lighted and ventilated. A hundred beds were already 
prepared, and we were told that there was room in the Abbey for 300 
patients. Each bed had the scarlet Scottish Hospital coverlet, and one 
ward was already, provided with a piano. Miss Ross was especially 
proud of the medical store room, and said that the equipment had travelled 
splendidly, ‘only one bottle of iodine broken.’ ”

, The X-Ray apparatus., our correspondent reports, was ready 
for immediate work ; water and electric light had been laid on 
throughout the building, and allseemed excellently prepared

“ The excitements of the week have includedthe arrival of our first 
patients who have been coming in pretty steadily since Wednesday. 
They all-seem glad to be here, poor things, having many of them 
been bandied about for weeks from one field hospital to another. We 
gather that Royaumont has already got a good reputation in the district; 
one new arrival told me last night with a cheerful grin that he had been 
told at Creil that hewould be most comfortable here—and our 
director’s report is that the local medical officials look upon the Scottish 
Women’s Hospital as something quite out of the ordinary. This 
encourages us—as I hope it will you.

"From a purely amateur point of view, the most interesting patients 
are our Turcos—one of whom doesn’t speak any French. Another had a 
serious disagreement with his next bed and went out and sat on the stairs, 
declaring that he or the next bed must immediately leave the hospital. I 
understand that he was enticed back to the ward by Miss Ivens with 
chocolate—of which, apparently, his race is inordinately fond.

“ To-day, being Sunday, we have had the usual influx of visitors. The 
people here love looking round—and they are most helpful in supplying 
our wants. I collected six bedsteads in Asnieres the other afternoons 
we are told to ask for what we want and, if it is in the place, someone 
will try to provide it. Nothing could be more friendly than the attitude 
of our neighbours ; and quite a lot of my time is taken up in compounding, 
in my best French, letters of thanks for their help and offers of service.

“The orderlies are all immensely happy now their real work has begun. 
They literally beam-—but I observe a certain rivalry among them as to 
the merits of their various patients. I spent some time in one of the 
wards yesterday, talking to the men; and was asked rather reproachfully, 
later on in the day, by the orderly of the opposite ward, why I hadn’t 
paid a visit to her men who were in every way more interesting."

The Scottish Red Cross, whose headquarters are in Glasgow, 
have made a valuable gift to the French Red Cross, earmarked 
for the Scottish Women’s Hospital, of a motor ambulance and 
motor lorry. These are now on their way to the Abbaye, the 
lorry loaded with additional stores—medical, surgical, and 
domestic.

Frement, Beaumont-sur-Oise.]
COURTYARD OF L’ ABBAYE DE ROYAUMONT. A CHAPEL, NOW UNUSED.

for the first patients. A short time before, the French General 
had inspected and reported on the hospital with the greatest 
appreciation. “ Les dames Anglaises sont si pratiques, si 
habiles ! ” Their equipment is magnificent. They have even 
thought of tooth-brushes for the soldiers.

There were, however, still some demands from Dr. Ivens, 
who said that she needed bed rests, cradles, and bed screens, 
and some large bath towels and bath mats.

Our correspondent continues :—
“ In the kitchen we found Miss Helga Gill, busy at her task of 

preparing tea for thirty-five people, and our eocher surrounded by a 
group of nurses, and whispering in a hoarse and mysterious voice tales 
of subterranean passages and disappearances of notable personages in 
former days. . . . Fighting was going on only some 36 or 40 miles to the 
east, and the guns, the nurses said, could be heard when the wind was 
in a certain direction. One of them thought she had even seen, the 
smoke of the firing from the top of a neighbouring hill. . . .

"It would be difficult to imagine a better and a more health-giving 
site for a hospital. The wind sweeps from the distant hills through the 
forests, and the sun pours into the wards, and though the war wages 
only 40 miles away the peace of the saints and the spirit of St. Louis 
still seem to linger in the old walls and in the chapel where he once 
prayed.”

The Radiographer of the Hospital writes how greatly de
lighted the Creil doctor was with all that he saw on his inspec
tion. “ He was enchanted,” she says, “ to find X-rays, as there 
is no X-ray installation in any hospital near here.” Later on, 
this doctor is to come to see examinations made in difficult cases, 
and he may send from Creil for X-rays.

A most welcome and generous gift of coal was made by Mr. 
Heyworth, father of one of the doctors, and its receipt has 
specially cheered the purse-bearer, who has been paying seventy- 
six francs a ton for this primal necessity of life!

The Secretary of the Unit, Miss Cicely, Hamilton, writes 
on January 17th :—

We have to announce with regret the resignation, from 
reasons of health, of the administrator, Mrs. Owen, to whom 
and to whose family, we are indebted for generous help of very 
varied kinds. The place of administrator is to be filled by Mrs. 
Harley (General French’s sister), of whom it is superfluous to 
speak at any length to readers of The Common Cause.

Calais. ,
There is no further news this week from the hospital at 

Calais, to which the Scottish Women’s Hospital supplied two 
doctors and ten nurses at the request of Dr. Depage. This 
hospital, of which an account by Dr. Alice Hutchison appeared 
in our last-issue, is under the ultimate control of Dr. Depage 
and the Belgian Red Cross, but the N.U.W.S.S. Hospital Fund 
pays the salaries of the doctors and nurses which it has supplied.

Serbian Unit.
A cable has arrived from Kraguievatz begging for further 

supplies of tea, butter, margerine, and various surgical neces
sities. How impossible it is for these to be obtained on the 
spot will be seen from this extract from the letter of a Serbian, 
lady to the Federation office this month: “ Kraguievatz is a 
small town—quite a small one, not having, perhaps, at this 
moment of war, the most ordinary things. I know one of the 
English nurses who is working in a hospital there was com- 
plaining not to be able to get in shops stockings for winter. I 
can quite understand it, as we have no factories, and the impor
tation of goods was absolutely stopped by this war. I suppose 
they will have a pretty good building- for their hospital, because 
all schools, male and female, are turned into hospitals for the 
present moment.” ’

A Serbian officer writes of the nurses of the N.U.W.S.S. 
Scottish Women’s Hospital :—

" They look very fit and capable lasses. Would there were more of 
them, for wounded are all over the place.”—Times, January 25th.
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On Monday Next, Feb. 1st,
at 9.30 a.m., and during the week,

WILLIAM OWEN
LIMITED,

Will offer for Sale 5 Lots of the

STOCK, GIBB, ROWETT&Co
(In Liquidation),

37, Castle Street East, W.,
AND THE

Limited,

Entire Stock of MAREK & CLAIRE
55, Conduit Street, W.

Messrs. WILLIAM OWEN have been declared 
the purchasers, through Messrs. H. J.Veitch & Co., 

of Lots 1, 3, 5, 6, 7,
of Messrs. GIBB, ROWETT & Co.’s Stock of

Very Rich Fancy Silks, Satins, Crepe de 
Chines, Crepe Charmant*, Rich Tinsel 
Brocades, Tinsel Crepe Ninons, Broche 
Charmants, Grenadine Satins, Satin Im
perials, Ninons, Velveteens, Ribbons, Laces, 
Flouncings, Embroideries, Trimmings, etc.,

AT A

Discount of 39 to 79 per cent 
off Wholesale Cost Prices,

Also, through Messrs. JOSELYNE MILES & Co.,

the Entire Stock of Messrs. MAREK & CLAIRE,

Consisting of Day and Evening Gowns and 
Wraps, and Tailor-made Coats and Skirts, at a

Discount of 78 ? off their Cost Prices.
On the THURSDAY, FRIDAY, and SATUR
DAY, previous to Feb. 1st, a representative 
portion of the Stocks will be shown in our 
front windows, but no goods can be taken out 
of windows or sold until Monday morning.

WILLIAM OWEN
LIMITED.

Westbourne Grove, W.

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS and mention
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Notes from Headquarters
The National Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies.

President: MRS. HENRY FAWCETT, LL.D.

Hon. Secretariet:
MISS K. D. COURTNEY.
Miss C. E. MARSHALL (Parliamentary).
Miss EMILY M. LEAF (Press).
MISS EVELYN Atkinson (Literature).

Hon. Treasurer:
Mbs. AUERBACH.

Secretary:
Miss CROOKENDEN.

Offices: Parliament Chambers, 14, Great Smith Street, Westminster, London, S.W.
Telegraphic Address—Voiceless, London. Telephone Number—1960 Victoria.

Council Meeting, February 4th, 5th, and 6th.
It is very desirable that there should be a full attendance at 

the Annual Council Meeting to be held next week. The agenda 
contains motions of great importance, and it is hoped that the 
Council will be in every sense representative of the National 
Union.

The future activities of the Union, as decided by the Council, 
will be announced at the public meeting to be held at the Kings- 
way Hall oil Friday, February 5th, at 8 p.m. The presence of 
Madame Marie Verone, the distinguished French barrister and 
orator, who is to be one of the speakers, gives additional interest 
to the. meeting.. Tickets, price 2s. 6d. and is.

Delegates to the Council are entitled to free tickets for the 
meeting. The last date for making application has been ex
tended from January 27th to Monday, February I St. Applica
tions should be sent to the Organiser, N.U.W.S.S., 50, Parlia
ment Street, Whitehall, London, S.W.

National Union Van.
The housing of ,the Van during the winter months is an ex

pensive item. Will anybody give it hospitality, and thus save a 
sum of money which might be much more profitably spent?

Appeal for Funds.
The National Union of Women Suffrage Societies has issued 

the following appeal, signed by Mrs. Fawcett, to members and 
friends to help with generous contributions,:-—

“ It is well known that the ordinary political activities of the 
Union have been suspended since the outbreak of war ; but we 
have nevertheless held it to be a patriotic duty to hold a watch
ing brief for women and to protest vigorously against recent 
attacks upon their personal liberties, of which the most con
spicuous was the Army order sanctioned by the Home Office 
placing soldiers’ wives under police surveillance.

The main work of the National Union since August 4th, which 
may be either modified or extended at the approaching' Council 
meeting, has been directed to various activities having for their 
object the sustaining of the vital energies of the nation during 
the present grave crisis—e.g.: F

1. The swelling of the general volume of employment, professional and 
industrial. ' — . ■ ... . . / I

2. The preservation of infant life by helping to organise assistance for 
necessitous mothers; the provision Of schools for mothers, baby clinics, &c.

3. The despatch of Hospital Units entirely officered by women to 
France and Serbia.

4. Help for the Belgian Refugees; the provision of hostels and the 
organisation of hospitality. .

5. The provision of recreation and refreshment tents and clubs in 
the Soldiers’ Camps.

6. Clubs for Soldiers’ and Sailors’ wives.
And in conjunction with other societies:— , I
7. The establishment of Women Patrols in the neighbourhood of 

camps.
8. The promotion among young girls of a higher standard of national 

responsibility.
The National Union has now in view a fresh scheme for 

helping women of the professional classes who, in consequence 
of the war, have had to face serious loss, amounting in too 
many instances to destitution. No adequate scheme in con
nection with the large funds under Government supervision has 
been initiated for the help of this class.

The National Union has also established a standing Com
mittee to guard against infringements of the personal liberties 
of women.

All these efforts, and others which may be decided upon at 
the Council, depend on the generous help afforded to us by our 
friends, and we ask you once more to show that the National 
Union not only has been in the past six months, but is capable 
of being in the future, a real power for good, helping the 
nation very substantially under the new conditions brought about 
by the war.

Subscriptions may be earmarked for the Central Funds or 
for any individual Federation or Society affiliated to the National 
Union. ’ ’
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Contributions to the General Fund.
£

Already acknowledged since 
November 1st, 1914 ...........

Received from January 11th 
to January 18th, 1915—

SUBSCRIPTIONS.

Mrs. Thomasson ... ... ..
Miss Cochrane ....................
Miss Blomfield .....................
Miss Mary N. Walker ...
Miss Ek M. Greg -.. , ...

DONATIONS.
R. J. H. ... ... ... ...
Miss R. Hovey ... o...

Affiliation FEES.
Manchester & District W.S.S.
Farnham & District 
Shoreham & Otford 
Liverpool W.S.S. ...

W.S.S.
W.S S.

Already acknowledged
Miss C. M. Forster

10

8. d.
6 9

0 
10
2

3 5

5
50

16

8

5

0 
0

5

Active
- . £

3,585 
(6th amonthly donation) ...........

Miss E. M. Duncan (5th don- 
ation ... ... ...

Staff and Pupils of Gloucester- 
shire School of Domestic
Science, for Belgians in 
Belgium ....................

Miss Anna H. Leonardeus ...
Miss E. Constance Kemp, 

Scottish Women’s Hospital
Dr. and Mrs. Edwards, Scottish 

Women’s Hospital ... ...
Richmond W.S.S., Scottish

Women’s Hospital ...........

We regret that owing to

20
20

0 
,0

6 
0
0

0
2

o 
0

0 
6
0 
6

Great Yarmouth W.S.S. 
Gerrards Cross W.S.S..............
East Herts W.S.S. -;-...,■ 
Beauly W.S.S. ............
Woodford W.S.S.......
Mal ton, Norton, & District

W.S.S. ■'... -.... ,...
Seaford W.S.S. ... .... ...
South Shields 'W.S.S. ...
Ealing W.S.S. ... ...
Hay and District W.S.S. 
Oldham W.S.S.- ...
London Society for W.S. 
Huddersfield W.S.S. ... 
Upton-on-Severn W.S.S., 1914

and 1915 ... ... .... ...
Camber ley & District W.S.S.
Scarborough W.S.S.................
Harrogate W.S.S.......................

Service Fund.
s. d.
8 1
2 6
0 0

£ 8. d.
12
13

2 13 
5

17
1 5

.6
12

2 13

56 
3

10 
7
9
2

1 0
1 0
2 10
1 9

0
9 
0
9
9 
6
9 
3
9 
6
9 
6
3 
9
0 
0

£594 7 9

Professional Women’s Patriotic 
Service Fund—

An American Sympathiser, 
per Mrs. Grant .........

£ s. d.

0
5

0 
0

Mrs. K. K.
Mrs. James 
Mrs. Frank

. Anonymous
Proportion

Kingsway

Taylor ... 
Stuart 
Keen
of Proceeds

1 0 
11

0 0
0
o

0
o

pressure

of
25 0

0 
0 
0 
0 
0

—_--- „ Hall Meeting.
October 20th, 1914...........

Proportion of Proceeds of
67 6 10

Knightsbridge Hotel, Meet- 
ing, November 3rd, 1914 43 12 8

3,768 8 1

_.. . • -. - . on our space we are obliged to hold
over till next week the list of donations, amounting to 244 15s. 6d., con- 
tributed to the Active Service Fund in response to the Annual Meeting 
appeal.

SCOTTISH WOMEN’S HOSPITAL FUND.
£Forward, as per list of January 

16th, 1915 ............. 7,817
Further contribution, Miss J.

G. Goodrich Candor, White- 
hall Road, Colwyn Bay

“ Forres “ Bed for the French 
Unit, from the Flag Day in 
Fortes—per R. B. Stephen, 
Esq., M.A., F.E.I.S., Rector, 
The Academy ......... ...

Members of Abernethy W.S.S., 
per Mrs. Williamson, £1;
Misses Johnston, £1; Misses 
Stevenson, 10s....... ...•

Avonbank Co-operative Society, 
per Wm. D. Hall, Sec., 10, 
Chapel Street, Rutherglen ...

Members Hockwold W.S.S., per 
Mrs. C. Tennant, Newton 
House, Cambridge .........

Miss Helen O’Brien, St. John’s, 
Fahan, Co. Donegal .........

Glenfarg W.S.S., per Mrs. J.
Seaton, Hon. Sec., Green- 
bank, Glenfarg ...... ...

Messrs. Duncan Flockhart & 
Son, Edinburgh..................

Further contribution, per 
Miss Morrison, Glas. W.S.S.: 
Mrs. Jas. F. Hunter, 2nd 
instalment, £1 5s. for hot 
water bags; Miss Campbell, 
2nd instalment, £2 ...........

John Si Wingate, Esq., Glen- 
fruin, Campbell Street, 
Greenock

Miss Joan H. Drew, Blatchfold, 
Chilwater, Surrey ...

Dreghorn Co-operative Society, 
per Mr. James Robertson ...

Kilbarchan Co-operative So- 
ciety, per A. Hall, Treas., 4, 
New Street, Kilbarchan

Miss R. Wyatt-Smith, 9, The 
Drive, Hove, Sussex.........

Per Miss Kemp, Edinburgh 
Women’s . and Children’s 
Hospital, Whitehouse Loan ...

Miss Mi Brownlie, 87, Spottis- 
woode Street, Edinburgh

Miss Mary E. Dalby, Hon.'Sec., 
Birkenhead and District W.S.S.
and Friends, 
head” Bed ... 

Towards the “
instalment, ]

for
Jean

‘ Birken-
Bed, 1st

per Miss - Jean
Montgomery, Nether Hall, 
Castle Douglas, N B................

0

25

2

10

s. d.
2 10

2 6

0 0

10

0

0 10
o

0

0

0
o

2 o o
io io

3

2
2
2

5
0

3

6

2
0
0

0
10

25

8

0

0

3

o

0

0
0
0

0
0

0

0

6

Per Miss Bury, proceeds of 
Flag Days. Three Beds for
six months, viz. : “ Elgin and
Lossiemouth ”‘ ’
and District "

Elgin W.S.S.

Bed, ” Elgin
Bed:—

£ si d .
Elgin Flag Day ... 
Lossiemouth Flag
Day...........

Findhorn Flag Day 
Pluscarden Flag
Day...........

Alves Flag Day ...
Kinloss Flag Day...

Less expenses ...

£ s. d.

10 4
34 12

5 
9

6

2

2
2
9
8

16
6
6

57 15 II
7 15 11

Anonymous ... . ... ...
Miss Helen Ludby, Avondale,

Sydney Road, Guildford
From " A Friend,” per the Rev.

D. McDonald, Boat of Garten 
Miss Pember, 35, Lawn Crescent,

Kew Gardens, London
Dr. Jas. Laurie, Red House, 

towards “Greenock” Bed ...
Miss May C. Fairbairn, 1, 

Ventnor Terrace, Edinburgh 
Auchterarder Literary Society, 

per Mr. Campbell McGregor, 
Messrs. Young & Kennedy, 
Solicitors, Auchterarder

Bradford W.S.S., per Miss Nach- 
lan, 136, Manningham Lane, 
Bradford ... ...

Mrs. Gulland, 8, Claremont 
Crescent, Edinburgh ........

Misses J.& H Lassalle, Swans- 
pool House, Wellingsborough, 
for Serbian Unit..................

Shetland W.S.S., per Miss 
Jamieson, Hon. Sec., Twagios, 
Lerwick , ... ...........

50
1

o
o

0 
0
3

io
o 5
2 2

0 2

15

17
5

5

7

0
0

0

12
Mrs. E. A. Tatham, Cloxby 

Rectory, Alford, Line. ...
Mrs. H. B. Paterson, Hon.

Treas., Teviot Lodge, Had- 
dington WS.S. ....... ...

Mrs. Bartholomew, Newington 
House, Edinburgh, for

10

8 10

“French” Bed ....................... 25 0

0 
0
o
o
0
0
6

9

0
0

0

0

0

0
£8,044 13 1

Further List of Beds, Named, for Hospitals.
Name of Bed

The “ Ascot ” W.S.S. Bed
The "‘Forres" Bed
The “ Birkenhead ” Bed
“ Elgin and Lossiemouth 
" Elgin and District" ...

Donor.
Ascot W.S.S.
Per Flag Day, Forres.
Birkenhead and District W.S.S. and 

Friends.
Per Flag Days, Elgin, etc. (as per lists.)
Per Flag Days, Elgin, etc. (as per lists.)
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Design 22 B1. Superior Glace Kid
Lace. Patent Cap or Self Cap.

Established 50 Years.

For Smartness & Comfort—WEAR

| BENDUBLE
BOOTS & SHOES

Guaranteed all British Manufacture
• " Benduble ” Walking Boots and Shoes combine the same

Telephone: BRIXTON 1852.

Exhibitor at British Silk Exhibition, 1912.
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443, WEST strand, LONDON, W.C.
(First Floor.) Hours 9.30 to 6 

(Saturdays 9.30 to 1.)

TESTIMONIALS AND RECOMMENDATIONS FROM ALL 
PARTS OF THE COUNTRY.

085

commendable and highly appreciated qualities of comfort, 
flexibility, smartness, daintiness, and economy, which charac- 
terise the " Benduble " Ward Shoes now so popular among 
the Nursing Profession. For real foot-comfort in walking 
and real reliability and economy in wearing, there is no 
boot or shoe equal to the “ Benduble.” They are British- 
made throughout from highest grade leather on the 
principle, and their sterling merits have gained 
for them a reputation which is world-wide.

MAXIMUM COMFORT 
AT MINIMUM COST.

In all sizes and half-sizes in two fittings, with 
narrow, medium, and hygienic-shaped toes.

CALL AT OUR SHOWROOM 
and see the wonderful value offered. If 
unable to call, write to-day for New 
Free Book, which gives full particulars 
of this ideal footwear and other 
“ Benduble ” Specialities. Perfect 
fit by post guaranteed.

THE "BENDUBLE” SHOE CO.,
(Dm. R.),

hand-sewn

Price 
13/6

Postage 4d,

SEND NOW FOR FREE

BENDUBLE BOOK

GEO. WEBB’S DYE WORKS,
S& 254, BRIXTON HILL, S.W.

We are celebrated for Cleaning and Dyeing
COURT DRESSES, DAY AND 
EVENING GOWNS, BLOUSES, 
CLOAKS, WRAPS, LACES, 
OSTRICH FEATHERS, FURS, 
:: :: AND GLOVES. :: ::

GENTLEMEN’S CLOTHING, 
HOUSEHOLD FURNISHINGS. 
WINDOW HANGINGS, 
CARPETS, RUGS, CHINTZES, 
" AND CRETONNES.

Special attention is given to Mourning orders.
Instructions by Post or Telephone 
command immediate attention.
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A WOMAN CONSUL.

A very remarkable woman passed from this 
world when Miss Mary M. Slessor died on 
January 13th at Old Calabar. She was born 
some sixty-five years since in Aberdeen, whence 
her parents removed to Dundee. There she 
worked for some time as a mill-girl, but later 
she was trained for the Mission Service of the 
United Presbyterian Church, and in 1876 she 
was sent to Old Calabar, where she lived for 
the rest of her life.

Miss Mary Kingsley, in her " Travels in West 
Africa,” gives an account of a visit she paid to 
“this very wonderful lady," who was then 
living in Okyon "alone, as far as white folks 
go ... . and ruling as a veritable, white 
chief over the entire Okyon district. Her great 
abilities, both physical and intellectual, have 
given her among the savage tribe a unique 
position; and won for her—from white and black 
who know her—a profound esteem. Her know- 
ledge of the native,, his language, his ways of 
thought, his diseases, his difficulties, and all 
that is his, is extraordinary, and the amount 
of good she has done no man can fully esti- 
mate.” She stamped out many evil customs, 
and restrained the perpetual internecine wars 
which had formerly made the people of Okyon 
the terror of their neighbours.

Captain Alan Boisragon, Commandant of the 
Niger Coast Protectorate Force, tells us* that 
one of these evil customs was the killing of 
twins—a “custom that seems to have, been in 
force for centuries, but which is . . . being 
stopped all over the Protectorate. The usual 
thing was, when a wretched woman gave birth 
to twins, for the babies to be killed or thrown 
into the bush to die, and the unfortunate mother 
to be driven away, never allowed to come near 
any town or. village, and most probably to die 
of starvation in the bush. The house in which 
the twins were born, and everything in it, was 
destroyed, and the father had to pay sacrifices 
of sheep and fowls by way of purifying the 
village again. After that he could take another 
wife, but could never have his former wife back, 
or even see her again." This custom seems to 
have prevailed all over the Protectorate, but it 
was, when Captain Boisragon wrote, being 
gradually put an end to, and the best work in 
that direction was that done by Miss Slessor. 
He says that in Okyon, " of which she is 
virtually queen,” her word is law, and the 
natives, who adore her, do nothing without con- 
suiting her." “When twins are born, Ma, as 
Miss Slessor is called by her people, is at once 
sent for. By washing the house and all its 
contents herself, she is considered to have re- 
purified it, and is allowed to save the woman 
and take the twins back to her own house—a 
house, by the way, that -she has more or less 
built with her own hands. All this she has 
done entirely by herself in a very large district, 
where, not many years ago, there was nothing 
but disorder and trouble,”

From the Times (January 19th) we learn that 
Miss Slessor’s work and influence were recog
nised some twenty-five years ago by Sir Claude 
Macdonald, then Governor of Southern Nigeria, 
who appointed her British Consul for Okoyong 
(Okyon) province. " For many years she was 
the only woman Consul in the Empire. About 
eighteen months ago Miss Slessor was enrolled 
as an honorary associate of the Order of St. 
John of Jerusalem.”

It is not long since Miss Slessor paid a visit 
to England, accompanied by some of the twins 
whom she had saved from an early death.

A. M. McK.

* " The Benin Massacre,” by Captain Alan Bois- 
ragon. Methuen & Co. 1897.

FOR PRESENTS.
You cannot give a more ACCEPTABLE 
GIFT than a “COMMON CAUSE ” FOUN
TAIN PEN. Non-leakable, can be carried 
in any position. Solid 14-carat gold nib. 
Packed in N.U. colours. Apply, sending 
P.O. for 3/8 (2d. being for postage), to the 
Manager, “Common Cause," 2, Robert 
Street, Adelphi, W.C. (State whether fine, 
medium, or broad nib required.)

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS and mention THE COMMON CAUSE when ordering goods.

What Some of Our Societies are 
Doing.

An East End Clothing Depot.
Members of the Walthamstow Branch have 

formed a Clothing Depot in a room very kindly 
lent by Trinity Congregational Church. About 
twenty of our members and friends are taking 
an active share in working for this Depfit, which 
is open two mornings and three afternoons each. 
week, to supply women, whose eases are known , 
to be authentic, with new and second-hand 
clothing at very low prices, or without charge 
in destitute cases.

We have already been able to assist seventy 
women and their families in this way, and with 
the money obtained we have supplied thirty 
pairs of new boots (generally sold for half the 
wholesale price). Also we have just bought a 
second bale of flannelette with which we are 
making strong new underclothing. We have 
also been able to pay two women for a little 
renovation work; and are having boots mended 
for the cost of leather by a woman who runs 
a small repairing business.

Boots of all sizes are badly needed and parcels 
will be very gratefully welcomed if sent to 
Trinity Schoolroom, West Avenue, Waltham- 
stow, carriage forward if so desired.

A Belgian Hostel.
In accordance with all other Branches of the 

Society, the South Kensington Branch at the 
beginning of the war, ceased all propaganda 
work and determined to use its organisation to 
the best of its power for help in the national 
crisis. It therefore started a hostel for Belgian 
refugees at 1, Argyll Road, High Street, 
Kensington, early in November, and the number 
assisted since that date has varied from nineteen 
to twenty-four. Mr. George Freeman kindly 
lent the premises, and the Mayor and Mayoress 
of Kensington gave the scheme their cordial 
sympathy. Taxes have been remitted or abated, 
and electricity and water supplied at half price. 
Thanks to the enthusiasm and industry of its 
founders and subscribers its pecuniary position 
is for the present assured. Gifts in kind are 
sent in daily and weekly by friends, and the 
tradespeople have given very practical and 
kindly help by reducing prices and giving 
goods. Christmas and New Year dinners, 
Christmas trees, and private hospitality have 
added to its resources.

A typical family came from Verviers in sad 
plight three weeks ago, father, mother, and little 
son. of six years old. They had tramped fifteen 
miles through the fields, guided by a peasant 
over the Belgian frontier, in constant danger of 
being shot by German sentries, who guarded 
all the roads. They were at once taken into 
the Hostel. The father and other men have 
found work in an armament factory. The 
mother helps in the household work, which is 

-shared by the other members. The little one 
has been kindly welcomed at the Infant School 
attached to the Convent of the Assumption in 
Kensington Square. The number in the Hostel 
at present is eighteen, of which five are under 
seventeen years old.

The Committee hope now to be in a position 
to extend the work already begun at the Hostel 
tv making garments for the wounded Belgian 
soldiers, for which there is urgent need. 
Trustworthy eye-witnesses state that these 
wounded are in need of the commonest neces- 
saries, for while our own. troops are in unbroken 
relation with their homes and can be aided 
therefrom, the Belgian soldiers have lost theirs, 
and their relatives are scattered and helpless. 
The scheme has the further recommendation, 
that the Belgian women are anxious to work for 
their own wounded, and such work does not 
interfere with the economic position of our 
own people. Gifts of money and material 
(natural coloured flannel only, not less than 30 
inches wide) will be gratefully received and 
acknowledged on behalf of the Committee if 
sent to (Mrs.) A. J. Felkin, Hon. Treasurer to 
the Committee of the Belgian Hostel, at 30B, 
Lexham Gardens, Kensington, S.W.

Rotherham Club for Soldiers' and Sailors' 
Wives and Mothers.

Sometime before Christmas the Rotherham 
N.U. asked Mrs. Oldham to organise a club 
for the soldiers’ wives. There was some delay 
in getting a room, as the Education Committee 
was unable to fulfil its promise to lend a dis- 
used schoolroom, owing to the civilian corps 
needing it for a rifle Tange. However, Mrs. 
Oldham succeeded in borrowing a schoolroom 
from the Masbro' Independent Chapel, and the

club was opened on Monday, January 18th. 
Mrs. Oldham is at the club daily from 2 to 
10, and every day there are some other helpers. 
The women find the club a great help; already 
Mrs. Oldham has written several letters for 
them, and one or two have availed themselves of 
the opportunity of writing letters at the club.

Songs and music are given every day. The 
fi rst day there was no piano, but before the club 
closed a piano had been lent. Gifts of money, 
chairs, hearthrugs, pictures, tea, sugar, maga- 
zines, and toys for the children have been forth- 
coming. One penny a week is charged for 
membership, and each day tea is served at 4 
o'clock, and cocoa at 8 o’clock at a charge of 
one halfpenny a cup.

The women bring their sewing, and there is 
a big table, that, can be used for cutting out. 
Mrs. Oldham reads or recites most days; she 
has read “ Mrs. Wiggs ” this week, and several of 
the women said, “ Doan’t you finish that book 
till I coom again. I'm coomin' to-morrow.”

This is the only club of the kind in Rother- 
ham, so it has excited much interest. Clergy
men, Army captains on leave, anti-Suffrage 
ladies, and all kinds of folk have called and 
promised help;

But, best of all, the women themselves want 
it to be a success; yesterday one of the soldiers’ 
wives brought some flowers, another some 
sugar; several have offered to sing, and all are 
interested. Mrs. Oldham had a donation of £6 
with which she is defraying the initial expenses 
of the club, but will, of course, need all the 
financial help she can get later on.

Redditch.
The N.U.W.S.S. undertook to get up a Christ- 

mas Tree on January 7th for the children of 
soldiers and sailors between the ages of. four 
and thirteen. We made an appeal in the local 
paper for funds, and through the generosity of 
Suffragists and others, over £20 was raised, 
and the whole entertainment arranged in ten 
days. The children, of whom there were 270, 
enjoyed themselves greatly, and thoroughly 
appreciated the conjuror whom we engaged, and 
also the toys, sweets, crackers, buns, and 
oranges they received.

John o’Groat’s Society.
A large number . of Marines are constantly 

passing through Thurso on their way to Scapa, 
and often have to wait hours for the boat. The 
John ©’Groat’s Society obtained the Territorial 
Hall, provided furniture, writing materials, 
newspapers, periodicals, &c., and engaged a 
woman as caretaker. Four ladies arranged to 
be present on alternate nights, and provided a 
musical programme nightly. The men are very 
grateful to the Society for providing them with 
so many comforts, and through their efforts the 
Admiralty has now taken the matter in hand.

Herne Bay.
Since the outbreak of war, members of this 

Society have become associated with all the 
patriotic and social schemes for the relief of 
distress in the neighbourhood, including the 
War Relief Committee and the local Belgian Re- 
lief Committee. Some of the members have fur- 
nished and opened a room which is used by 
Territorials as a reading, writing, and recrea
tion room.

Our President, Miss Pendered, has invented 
a game for children, which can be made easily 
by women in their spare hours. Our Treasurer, 
Miss Cross, is acting as matron for Dr. Vivian’s 
Hospital for wounded soldiers, and as secretary 
for nursing and ambulance classes, and is also 
on the Maternity Committee. Our Chairman is 

■ local representative of the Soldiers’ and Sailors’ 
Families Association, and of the Royal Patriotic 
Fund. She is also an Associate of the National 
Service League, a member of the Belgian Relief 
Committee, and a special constable. Assisting at 
the Hospital in Beltinge are five of our members. 
The Secretary herself is a member of most of 
the Relief Committees, nursing and ambulance 
classes. It seems as if the Herne Bay Society 
is nobly doing its duty in helping to lighter 
the burdens thrown on the town by the war.

Ramsgate Society
A successful social meeting was held here on 

Saturday, January 9th. The proceedings began 
with tea at 5 p.m., and an exhibition of garments 
made by members of the Suffrage Working 
Party, under “the direction of Mrs. Bacon, for 
local poor and for Belgian refugees. At 5.45 
Miss Philippa Fawcett gave a most interesting 
address on " Women’s Work in War Time" to 
a large and very attentive audience. Mrs. 
Townsend Sale took the chair, and speeches were

made by Mrs. Poole, Mrs. Molony, and Mr. 
Soans, who affirmed his unwavering support of 
the 'cause of Women’s Suffrage. The Hon. 
Secretary read a short report of the work of the 
Ramsgate Society during the months that have 
elapsed since the outbreak of war, and men- 
tioned that the Society had collected altogether 
£25 3s* 3d. for purposes of war relief.
Entertainment to Soldiers’ and Sailors* Children.

On New Year’s Day 210 children of soldiers 
and sailors of the Shipley, Saltaire, and 
Windhill District were entertained by members 
of the SHIPLEY W.S.S. After teagifts from a 
Christmas tree were distributed among the 
children, a few of the toys coming from the 
American Santa Claus Ship; the first Saltaire 
troup of Boy Scouts gave a performance of 
signalling and ambulance work, and conjuring 
tricks and a magic lantern added to the delights 
of the evening.

Wanted, a Workrorm.
The Ilkley Society needs a workroom for the 

benefit of the N.U.W.S.S. Women’s Hospitals 
for Foreign Service.

A “Tipperary Party.”
On December 17th, the Wallasey and WIRRALL 

Society gave a “ Tipperary Party "‘ as an open- 
ing to a Tipperary Club for wives. and mothers 
of soldiers and sailors in Seacombe (a district 
of Wallasey). There were 170 present, ■ 20 of 
whom volunteered to help in running the club. 
The Mayor of Wallasey gave a short address, 
letters were read from Lady Jellicoe and from 
Mrs. Harley, and after refreshments a short 
musical programme ended the evening.

" Box Cottage.”—One of the members of this 
Sociey, Mrs. Drewe, 299, Discard Road, Walla- 
spy, has this toy on sale for birthday gifts to 
children, and it has become quite popular 
amongst them.

Entertainment for Soldiers’ Wives.
In the Clubroom of the Derby W.S.S., a most 

successful happy hour meeting was held for the 
.wives of soldiers and sailors. Upwards of 100 
wives and children of our soldiers were present. 

. The children had a very jolly time, thanks to 
the untiring efforts of Mrs. R. Douglas Laurie 
and Mrs. E. R. Hart, who used every energy to 
promote their enjoyment. Mrs. Nash extended a 
hearty welcome to the visitors on behalf of the 
Committee, and Miss Grundy gave the women a 
hopeful and encouraging outlook. A capital 
musical programme had been arranged. Mrs. 
H. Darbyshire and Miss Gwen Townsend re- 
ceived repeated encores for their songs, as did 
Miss Mavsie Firth for her dramatic recitals. 
Mrs. E. R. Hart and Mrs. G. Richards were the 
accompanists. Every Wednesday, until further 
notice, at 6.30, a hearty welcome will be ex- 
tended to the soldiers’ and sailors’: wives and 
children of the district, at the Clubroom, 
N.U.W.S., 1, Green-lane.

Forthcoming Meetings.
JANUARY 29.

Bristol—Hamilton’s Rooms—Annual Meeting 
—Speakers, Miss Baker, Miss Baretti, Mrs.
Cross, Miss Tanner—Chair, Mrs. Stranger 2.45

Edinburgh—40, Shandwick Place—At Home— 
Dr. Elsie Inglis on “ The N.U.W.S.S. Scottish 
Women’s Hospital for Foreign Service ” ‘ 4.30 

Guildford—The Suffrage Office, 1A, Mount Street 
—Miss Vaughan on “ The War—and After"— 
Chair, Mrs. Swinburne 3

Purley—Lecture Hall, High Street—Annual 
Meeting—Speaker, Mrs. Swanwick 8.0

Stevenage—Publie Hall—Annual Meeting of 
Hitchin, Stevenage & District W.S.S.—Speaker, 
Miss K. D. Courtney 3.30

JANUARY S1.
Hyde Park—Near Reformers’ Tree—Meeting ′ 3.0 

FEBRUATtY 1.
Birmingham—Digbeth Institute—Speaker, Mrs. 

Ring 8.0
Bristol—40, Park Street—Working Party 3.0

THE NATIONAL UNION.
ACTIVE SERVICE FUND.
I enclose p. he“a., for £ ; s. d. for the Work organised by the National Union of

Women’s Suffrage Societies in relief of distress caused by the war.
Name _______ . _______ ___ __________________ _ ________________________

- • (Mrs., Miss, Esq., or other Title.)

A ddress. — , —______ —________- ______ _______ —______________________ _____ ___ ______________________
Cheques to be made payable to the Hon. Treasurer, Mrs. Auerbach, crossed London County and Westminster Bank, and sent

to the N.U.W.S.S., Parliament Chambers, 14, Great Smith Street, London, S.W.

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS and mention THE COMMON CAUSE when ordering goods. ,

Manchester—Hulme Suffrage Club, York Street, 
Temperance Hall, Chester Road, Meeting 7.30

FEBRUARY 2.
Birmingham—Duddeston Club—Speaker, Mrs. 

Ring 8.0
Bristol—5, Berkeley Square—French Class for 

Soldiers.
South Kensington—31, Bramham Gardens— 

Annual Meeting of Branch—Speakers, the Lady 
Frances Balfour, Mrs. Felkin, Miss Helen Ward 
—Chair; Mrs. Savory . 8.30

FEBRUARY 4.
Bristol—5, Berkeley Square—French Class for 

Soldiers.
Glasgow—202, Hope Street—Mr. J. H. Jones 

(the University) on "Trade and Commercial 
upheaval” 1 4.0

FEBRUARY 5. •
Kingsway Hall—N.U.W.S.S. Public Meeting— 

Speakers, Mme. Marie Verone, Mrs. F. D.
Acland and others—Chair, Mrs. Fawcett, LL.D. 8.0

WHY KEEP USELESS JEWELLERY?
The large London Market enables 
ROBINSON Bros. of

5, Hampstead Rd. (nr. Maple’s). W. & 127. Fenchurch St.E.C. 
To give belt prices for OLD GOLD and SILVER JEWEL
LERY. GOLD. SILVER, PLATINUM. DIAMONDS, 
PEARLS, EMERALDS,SILVERPLATEANTIQUES. 
&c., in any form, condition, or quantity. Licensed valuers and 
appraisers. Telephone, Museum 2036.

ALL PARCELS receive offer or cash, by return post.

PREPAID ADVERTISEMENTS.
Ton wordo, 9d. por insertion; story additional ton 

war do, 6d. por inoortion. All adoertitomonto should 
bo addrooood to Tho Nanaoor, Tho Common Cauoo 
Publishing Co., Limited, 3, Robert-st., Adelphi, W.C.

ANNOUNCEMENTS.

ISS MURIEL MATTERS’ Ibsen Lecture. Suffrage 
Club, 3, York-st., St. James’s, Tuesday, February 

2nd, 8 p.m. Tickets, 2 s. 6d., Is., and 6d. each, from 
The International Suffrage Shop, 5, Duke-st., Charing 
Cross. Note new address.

POSITIONS VACANT.

W ANTED to take entire supervision, gentlewoman 
as lady cook housekeeper, for one lady. Con- 

stant visitors in house. Housemaid waitress kept. 
—Apply Miss Lees, Peace Corner, Whalley Range.
W ANTED AT ONCE, a trustworthy and experienced 

person as general servant; able to do plain 
cooking.—Apply to Miss Clothier Wraxhill, Street, 
Somerset.

POSITIONS WANTED.
D NGLISHWOMAN SEEKS POST, salary. or « au 
I pair.” Fluent French, German, dancing, 
calisthenics, drawing, painting. Highest references. 
—24, Ranelagh-avenue, Barnes.
SECRETARYSHIP or Confidential Post wanted by 
I Englishwoman; organising and literary ability, 
efficient shorthand-typist; perfect French and Ger- 
man: several years’ literary and commercial ex- 
perience. Highest references—Apply " Capable,” 
Common CAUSE Office.

EDUCATIONAL ANB PROFESSIONAL.

ISLINGTON DENTAL SURGERY, 69, Upper Street, N.

MR. CHODWICK BROWN, Surgeon Dentist, 
Mr. FREDK. G. BOUCHER, Asst. Dental Surgeon. Esta. 35 Yrs.

Gas Administered Daily by Qualified Medical Man. 
Nurse in Attendance. Mechanical Work in all its Branches. 
Send Post Card for Pamphlet. N.B.—No show case at door. 

CONSULTATION FREE. Telephone: North 3795.

R8. AYRES PURDIE, A.L.A.A., recovers overpaid 
Income Tax, buys or sells Stocks and Shares, 

effects all kinds of Insurances and Annuities, Mort 
ages. Loans, or Reversions, or any business of a 
egal or financial nature.—Hampden House, 3, Kings 

way. ‘Phone: Central 6049.

MISS A. PRESTON
Teaches Motor Driving, “ Running Repairs,'1 
Country Pupils. Oltoislly roosmmondod by the R.A.O
2, ST. MARY ABBOTTS PLACE. KENSINGTON.

MARY McLACHLAN, Typist, 4, Chapel Walk, 
Manchester.

YPEWRITING, TRANSLATIONS. Bent work.
Special terms to Suffragists — Mrs. Marks, The 

Moorgate Typewriting Co., 63, Finsbury Pavement, 
E.C. Telephone, 5638 London Wall.
‘EMPLAR PRINTING WORKS, BIRMINGHAM.
1 R. Crombleholme, General Manager. Enquiries 
solicited. '

___________________ LAUNDRY.
USH HILL PARK STEAM LAUNDRY,19-20, Second, 
avenue,'Enfield. Proprietor, Miss M. B. Lattimer. 

Best family work, under personal supervision of 
trained experts. Open-air drying. Hand-aone shirts 
and collars. Specialities: flannels, silks, ne linen, 
laces. &c. Prompt attention to parcels sent by post.

DRESSMAKING, MILLINERY, &e.
I ACE cleaned, mended, transferred. Many testi- 
1. monials. — Beatrice. " C.C.” Office. (No postcards ) 

ERFECT FITTING Corsets made to order from 
12s. 6d. Also accurately copied to customers 

own patterns.—Emilie, 17, Burlington-arcade. Plccar 
dilly.___
TAILOR-MADE COSTUMES—Latest West-End and

1 Paris styles, from 3h guineas. Patterns sent on 
application.—H. NELISSEN, Ladies’ Tailor, 14, Great 
Titchfleld-st.. Oxford-st., W. (near Waring's).

FOR SALE AND WANTED.

ARTHUR’S STORES, 
114-120, WESTBOURNE GROVE, W.

GENERAL PROVISIONS HIGH-CLASS CONFECTIONERY. 
All Cakesand Pastries of finest ingredients by own Bakers

ARTIFICIAL TEETH (old) bought; we pay abso n lutely highest genuine prices—up to 58. 6d. per 
tooth pinned on vulcanite; 10b. on silver; 128 6d on 
gold; 35s. on platinum. Immediate cash. If offer 
not accepted, we return parcel post free. Satisfaction 
guaranteed.—S. Cann & Co., 69a, Market-st., Man- 
Chester. Bankers, Parrs. Mention “ C. C.”

ARVELLOUS SALE OPPORTUNITY ! Real Irish 
Pillow Linen in bundles of Remnants, sufficient 

for six full-size Pillow Cases, only 6s. 6d. Postage, 5d. 
Sale Catalogue Free,!—Write, HUTTON’S, 159, Larne, 
Ireland.
C ECOND-HAND CLOTHING wanted to buy ior cash; 

costumes, skirts, boots, underclothes, curtains, 
lounge suits, trousers, and children’s clothing of 
every description; parcels sent will be valued, and 
cash sent by return..—Mrs. Russell, 100, Raby-street, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.
TABLE POULTRY, NEW LAID EQGS.—Boet 
•quality; reasonable prices; carriage paid.— 

Misses DAVIES & JANES, Reed End Farm, Royston, 
Herts.

TO LET.
VURNISHED BEDROOM, board if desired, in 
I professional woman's house at Hampstead 
Garden Suburb. Terms moderate.—Apply, first by 
letter, to Box 3,925, Common Cause Office.
I ARGE Front Bed-sitting Room, . 12s.; ladies.—7, 
L: Stratford-rd., Kensington.
1 ADY wishes to let furnished bed-sitting room in 
IJ flat. Central position. Pleasant outlook.—Apply 
" C. F.,” Box 3,922, COMMON CAUSE Office.

WHERE TO LIVE.

Brooklyn private hotel.—Earl’s Court Square 
(Warwick Road corner), finest centre all parts;

12 minutes'Piccadilly; quiet, separate tables ; strictly 
inclusive terms from 5b. day, 31s. 6d. weekly, B. and 
B. 4s.; private sitting-rooms, 21s.; electric light 
throughout; own private garage free. Tel: 344 
Western.

Hostel FOR LADY WORKERS,, students, and 
others; central and convenient for all parts;

terms moderate.—Miss Sullivan, 59, Albany-st., 
Regent's-pk. (Portland-rd. Station, W.)

HOSTEL FOR STUDENTS, Professional Women, and
other Ladies. Near British Museum, University 

College and Women's School of Medicine. Central, 
quiet.—Miss H. Veitch-Brown, 6, Lansdowne-pl., 
Brunswick-sq., W.C.

PRIVATE HOTEL FOR LADIES. Very quiet and 
refined, 13, St. George’s-sq., Westminster. Bed. 

room, breakfast, bath, and attendance from 4s. 6d.-- 
Write, or wire. Miss Davies.
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THE NATIONAL UNION OF WOMEN’S 
SUFFRAGE SOCIETIES & THE WAR.

PUBLIC MEETING, 
KINGSWAY HALL 

(KINGSWAY, LONDON, w.c.),

Friday, February 5th’ at 8 p.m.

To announce 
The Position and Future Activities of the N.U.W.S.S. 
as determined at the Annual General Council of the Union, 

Meeting on February 4th and 5th.

Chairman: Mrs. HENRY FAWCETT, LL.D.

Speakers: Mdme. MARIE VERONE, 
The brilliant woman barrister and orator 

of France, 

Mrs. F. D. ACLAND,
AND

Speakers Representing the National Union.

Organist: MRS. MARY LAYTON, F.R.C.O.

ADMISSION FREE. 
Reserved and Numbered Seats 2/6 and 11- Tickets to be obtained from the 
special office of the National Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies, 50, Parliament 

Street, Whitehall, London, S.W. ’Phone: Victoria 6896.
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