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in such proceedings they would have to hear the cost. 

„„ He desired on behalf of his constituency to 
■ ''^ tender his thanks to the right hon. gentle

man for this long-expected measure, which would be 
cordially welcomed by all parts of London. (Hear, 
hear.)

A'r. BURNS (Battersea) joined with members on 
both sides of the House in congratulating the right 
hon. gentleman on the tone, character, and temper of 
the speech with which he had introduced the Bill. He 
welcomed that speech because it gave London an 
opportunity of hearing from the Leader of the House, 
on behalf of his party, the last of any desire to 
smash the County Council or in any way to impair and 

i undermine its efficiency. (Hear, hear.) The Bill was 
open to criticism on several points ; and he could have 
wished that the right hon. gentleman had amplified its 
relation to the probable development of the equalization 
of rates. He appealed to him not to allow anybody to 
interfere with the County Council, being, as it now was, 
the collector and distributor of the equalization of 
rates, and he trusted if anything was done it would be 
rather in the directon of developing the theory of 
equalization than of diminishing it. He was glad that 
the Bill simplified the rating, and urged that there 
should be some better system of assessment than that 
which now obtained. While the Bill might tend to 
increase interest in local life in the 16 municipalities 
to be created, he was afraid that some of the smallei- 
areas would regard it as an instrument fcr diminishing 
local life, increasing the apathy in the citizens, and 
destroying the incentive to that public spirit which wa.s 
so prevalent in some small areas. With regard to the 
title of mayor, if it would stimulate a dormant sense 
of duty and attract better men to the Council he 
should be glad of it, but ho tvas very doubtful that it, 
would have this result. He was sorry it had been cco-
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equaiizaticii or rates dates from the great Act of Mr. 
Gathcrne-Hardy, now Lord Cranbrook, in 1868. (Hear, 
hoar.) My hon. friend the member for the Strand Divi
sion has asked me whether I hope to take the second 
reading before Easter. Certainly, I hope to take it. 
IVe have got so much Supply to take that 1 cannot 
make an absolute pledge on the subject, but my Parlia- 
mentarj’ experience tells me that it is extremely incon- 
A cnient not to read the principal Bill of the Session a 
second time before the Easter holidays. (Hear, hear.) 
I shall regard it as a great misfortune if atc are not 
able to carry out that intention. I hope the House will 
now permit us to take the first reading of the Bill. 
(, Cheers.)

Mr. LOUGH desired to ask just one or two questions 
before the Bill was brought in. The first w'as in refer
ence to the position of women. Would they have seats 
on these new local bodies? (Some cries of “ No ” 
:’,ud laughter.) Did the 72 members which was to be 
the limit of the corporations include the aidermen or 
not ?

Mr. BALFOUR.—Yes.
Mr. LOUGH also desired to know whether these 

bodies would have the poAver of assessment a.s well as 
of rating, and Avhether the ve.stry elections would take 
place this year or not.

Mr. BALFOUR was understood to say that they 
would take place this year.

Mr. LOUGH.—And what about the women ? 
(Laughter.)

Mr. BilLPOUR made no audible reply to the 
question.

The Bill Avas then brought in by the First Lord of 
the Treasury and read a first time amid cheers. The 
second reading Avas put down for this day fortnight.


