


The question of obtaining the j 
vote for women has been much . 
discussed and agitated in 1906.

Premier and Woman Suffrage.—. 
The Prime Minister, receiving a deputation on 
May 20, 1906, of women representing suffrage 
and other societies, said he “ could assure them, 
sincerely, from the bottom of his heart; of his 
profound sympathy with the object they had in 
view.” “ They could not shut their eyes to the i 
fact that no party in the State, and no* Govern
ment that ever had been formed, was united * 
entirely upon this question. United in general . 
sympathy,- of course, they all were with the 
wants and necessities of women workers, but 
not united as to the expediency of taking the 
great political step that that deputation advo
cated. It would never do for him to make any ' 
definite statement or pledge on the subject in 
those circumstances. (Hisses.) They had only to 
be patient for ^ little (‘ No ’), and to do nothing 
to hinder the flowing tide by any indiscreet 
action, because this country was very easily 
stirred. It had been suggested that this matter i 
might be incorporated in the Bill introduced F 
against plurality of voting. He was afraid the 
rules of parliamentary procedure would not : 
allow it, and it would tend to mix up the two ; 
reforms.”

The Council of the Liberal Federation has 
passed a unanimous resolution in favour of • 
women’s suffrage, and both the Women’s < 
Liberal Federation and the Women’s Liberal 
Association are in favour of it. Out of 395 par- j 
liamentary candidates in 1906, 24.9 declared 
themselves in its favour. The Independent 
Labour Party is in favour of a Women’s En- ; 
franchisement Bill.

The National Union of Women’s - 
Suffrage Societies, of which Mrs. Fawcett : 
is President (25, Victoria Street, S.W.), seeks to 
“obtain the parliamentary franchise for women 
on the same terms as it is or may be granted to 
men,” Secretary, Miss Edith Palliser.

The Bill this Society endorsed was talked out * 
in 1905. Its terms were—

“ In all Acts relating to the qualificat ions and 
registration of voters or persons entitled or 
claiming to be registered and to vote in the ; 
election of Members of Parliament, wherever ’ 
words occur which import the masculine gender | 
the same shall be held to include women for all ! 
purposes connected with and having reference 
to the right to be registered as voters and to . 
vote in such election, any law or usage to the ' 
contrary notwithstanding.”

It was estimated that, this would add one 
xnllllon women to the electorate.

Woman's Suffrage in New Zea
land.—New Zealand has woman’s suffrage. ; 
In December 1905, out of 212,876 qualified 
women, 174,615 went to the poll.

A lady writing from New Zealand says: “ I ; 
would vote to-morrow for female i 
franchise to be erased from our j 
statute book. . . . While it has cer- i 
tainly not improved politics, it has by no means ! 
improved the social status of woman. Very * 
much the contrary. The gallant chivalry of old 
has departed to give room to the numerous 
social disabilities we are enduring through the



incoming of the vote. Whatever gain we may 
have hart through legislation—and there is every 
reason to believe that that same gain would 
have been ours irrespective of our vote—"has 
been more than counterbalanced by our loss 
socially, which has really made us largely the 
losers by the franchise—a loss many women in 
New Zealand are bitterly regretting to-day. 
This new order of things, while it does reflect 
upon our manhood, yet is the natural outcome 
of woman leaving her natural sphere of life and 
dabbling in public affairs.”

Victoria is now the only State in the 
Australian Commonwealth which has not en
franchised women.

Here are some expressions of opinion on the 
subject of woman’s suffrage :—

John Stuart IMCill: " The political suf
frage which men are everywhere demanding as 

> the sole means by which their other rights can 
be secured to them, we, for the same reason, 
and in the name of the same principles, demand 
for women too. We take our stand, therefore, 
on natural justice, and to appeal to that is to 
invoke a mighty power.”

The late Xiord Salisbury : *' I 
earnestly hope that the, day is not far distant 
when women also will bear their share in voting 
for members of Parliament and in determining 

’ the policy of the country. I can conceive no 
aigument by which they are excluded. It is 
obvious that they are abundantly as well fitted 
as many -who now possess the suffrage.”

Mr. John Morley, M.P.: "Politicians 
of both parties welcome the active aid of women 
in their political contests. They are all glad 
that women should help them in organisation, 
canvassing, and other of the least attractive 
details of electioneering. It is absurd, then, 
to pretend either that women are incapable of 
political interests and capacity, or that the 
power of voting on their own account must be 

. injurious to their womanhood.”
Mrs. Henry Fawcett, XiX.S. : " I 

advocate the extension of the franchise to women 
because I wish to strengthen true womanliness 
in woman, and because I want to .see the 
womanly and domestic side of things weigh 

, more and count for more in all public concerns. 
! It is told in Nehemiah that when the walls of 
Jerusalem were rebuilt after the captivity, 
women as well as men shared in the work. Our 

! i country now wants the hearts and brains of its 
daughter, as well as the hearts and brains of 
its sons, for the solution of many perplexing and 
difficult problems.”

Mr. A. J. Balfour, M.F.: “ We have 
! been told that to encourage women to take an 
I active part in politics is degrading to the sex. I 
' should think myself grossly inconsistent and 
most ungrateful if I suppoi ted that argument 
in this House, for I have myself taken the 
chair at Primrose League meetings, and urged 
to the best of my ability the women of this 
country to take a share in politics, and to do 
their best in their various localities to support 
the principles which I .believe to be sound in 
the interests of the country. After that, to 
come down to the House, and sa.v I have asked 
these women to do that which degrades them, 
appears to me to be most absurd.” . ,
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