


WOMEN’S SERVICE, LIBRARY
FAWCETT House., •: 

g WILFRED STREET, 
WESTMINSTER,S.W.1.



I UO-Cals

Aatraa{ Sou . Wra., JulAa.

1889 — (893







LIST OF

PARLIAMENTARY FRIENDS OF WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE,
APRIL, 1889. || n

_________ ________ ____ _______ l,. " L
Revised and Reprinted by permission from the Women’s Suffrage Journal. bu7

Divisions on the question of women’s suffrage have taken place 
in the House of Commons in 1867,1870 (2), 1871, 1872, 1873,1875, 
1876, 1878, 1879, 1883, 1884, 1886.

A memorial to Mr. Gladstone in favour of women’s suffrage was 
presented in 1883, signed by 110 Liberal members of Parliament. .

A memorial to Mr. AV. H. Smith, urging the Government to 
afford an opportunity for the discussion of the Bill, was signed 
July, 1887, by 152 members of Parliament. A similar memorial 
in 1888 was signed by 169 members of Parliament. A similar one 
was signed in 1889.

Action taken in favour of Women’s 
Politics, Name, an a Constituency. Suffrage.

GL Abraham, Wm., Glamorgan, Rhondda. Promised during’election ’85, 
. signed memorial ’87, ’88 ’89.

N Abraham, William, Limerick, West Voted’86, signed memorial’88, 
’89.

GL Acland, A. H. D., Rotherham ... ... Promised during election ’85.
O Addison, J. E. W., Q.C., Ashton-u.-L. Has spoken publicly in favour.
C Agg-Gardner, James T., Cheltenham.. Voted ’75, ’76, paired ‘78,, voted 

’79, ’86, signed memorial ’87, 
’88, ’89.

C Ainslie, W. G., Lancash. Jff., Lonsdale. Promised by letter, election ’85, 
signed memorial ’87, ’88.

C Anstruther, Gol., Woodbridge, Suff. ... Promised by letter to a con
stituent, election ’86, signed 
memorial ’88.

C Ashmead-Bartlett, E. (Civil Lord of Spoke in debate and voted ’83, 
the Admiralty), Sheffield, Eccleshall. voted ’84, ’86.

C Atkinson, H. J.', Boston ........... ... Has spoken publicly in favour 
and promised by letter, 
signed memorial ’87.

GL Austin, John, York, W.R., Osgoldcross. Signed memorial ’87, ’88, ’89.
C Balfour, Rt. Hon. A. J. (Chief Secre-

for Ireland), Manchester.................. Declared in favour by letter ’88.
C Balfour, Gerald W., Leeds, Central ... Promised by letter, election’85.

GL Balfour, J. Spencer, Burnley ......... . Paired’83, signed memorial’89,
G Banes, Major, West Ham, South ... Has spoken publicly in favour, 

signed memorial ’87, ’88, ’89.
GL Barbour, W. B., Paisley .... ... ... Promised by letter’85, voted’86, 

signed memorial ’87.
UL Barclay, J. W., Forfarshire .......... Voted ’73, ’78.
GL Barran, J., Yorks., W.R^East, Otley.. Voted’78, signed memorial’83.
UL Bass, H. A., Staffordshire, W. ...........Promised by letter, election’85, 

; signed memorial ’87, ’88,
C Beach, W. W. B., Hants, Andover ... Voted’67,’70,71,73,76,78,’84.

GL Beaufoy, Mark, Lambeth, Kennington Promised during the election
’89.
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C Bective, Earl of, Westmoreland, Kendal Voted ’83, :84, signed memorial 
’88.

C Bentinck, Lord Henry, Norfolk, N. W. Promised by letter.
N Biggar, J. G., Cavan, W.......... Voted 75, ‘76, 78, 79, ’83, ’84, 

’86, signed memorial ’87, 88.
C Birkbeck, Sir E., Norfolk, E. .......... Promised by letter, signed me

morial ’88, ’89.
C Bonsor, H. C. O., Surrey, Wimbledon. Promised during election ’85.
C Boord, T. W., Greenwich ......... Voted 75, 78, ‘79, paired ’83, 

voted ’84.
C Borthwick, Sir A., Bt., S. Kensington. Voted ’86, signed memorial ’87, 

’88.
GL Bradlaugh, Chas., Northampton ... Has spoken and written in 

favour, voted ’86, signed me
morial ’87, ’88, ’89.

C Bridgeman, Col. the Hon. F., Bolton. Promised during election ’85, 
signed memorial ’87.

GL Bright, Jacob, Manchester.................... Introduced Bill and teller 70, 
71, 72, 73, voted 76, intro
duced Bill 77, voted ’78, ’79, 
signed memorial, spoke in de
bate, and voted ’83, voted ’84, 
signed memorial ’87, ’88.

C Brooks, Sir W. C., Bt., Cheshire, Al- Voted ’83, ’84, signed memo- 
' trincham. ■ rial ’87.

UL Brown, A. H., Shropshire, Wellington. Voted ’70, ’73, ’75.
GL Brown, Alexander L., Hawick, &c. ... Signed memorial ’87, ’88, ’89.
GL Buchanan, T. L., Edinburgh ......... . Signed memorial ’89.
GL Burt, Thomas, Morpeth ..................Voted 75, ’76, ’78, 79, signed 

memorial and voted ’83, voted 
’86, signed memorial ’87, ’89.

GL Buxton, Sidney, Tower Hamlets, Poplar Paired‘83.
UL Caine, W. S., Barrow-in-Furness ... Signed memorial and paired’83, 

signed memorial ’87, ’88, ’89.
GL Cameron, Dr., Glasgow College ... Voted 75, ‘76, 78, 79, signed 

memorial and voted ’83, 
voted ’84, signed mem. ’87, 
’88, ’89, name on Bill ’88, ’89.

GL Cameron, J. M’Donald, Wick, &c. ... Signed memorial ’87, ’88, ’89.
C Campbell, SirArch., Bart.,Renfrew, W. Voted’86.
N Carew, J. L., Kildare..........................Voted ’86.

GL Channing, F. A., Northampton E. ... Has spokenin favour, voted ’86, 
signed memorial ’89.

G Charrington, Spencer, Tower Hamlets, Promised by letter, election ’85, 
Mile End. signed, memorial ’87, ’88.

N Clancy, J. J., Dublin Co...................... Signed memorial ’88.
GL Clark, Dr. G. B., Caithness-shire ... Promised by letter ’85, voted 

’86, signed memorial ’87, ’88, 
. ’89.

GL Cobb, Henry P., Warwick, S.E. ... Promised in election ’85, voted 
’86, signed memorial ’87, 88, 
’89.

C Cochrane, Baillie, E.W., St.Pancras,N. Promised by letter in elec., ’83.
UL Coghill, D. H., Newcastle-under-Lyme Promised by letter, election’86, 

signed memorial ’87.
GL Coleridge, Hon. B., Sheffield, Attercliffe Promised in election ’85, voted 

’86, signed memorial ’87, ’88, 
’89.

UL Collings, Jesse, Birmingham,Bordesley Signed memorial and voted ’83.

C Golomb, Capt. J. C.R., Bow & Bromley Promised by letter, election’85.
GL Compton, Earl, York, W.R., Barnsley Promised by letter, signed me

morial ’89.
C Compton, Francis, Hants, New Forest Voted ’84, signed memorial ’87.
N Conway, M., Leitrim, N.......... Voted ’86.

GL Conybeare, G. A., Cornwall, Camborne Spoke in debate and voted, ’86, 
signed memorial ’87, ’88, ’89.

N Corbet, W. J., Wicklow .................. Voted ’86.
UL Corbett, A. C., Glasgow, Tradeston ... Voted ’86.
UL Corbett, J., Worcestershire, Droitwich Voted 75, 76, signed memo

rial ’89.
C Cotton, Col. E. T. D., Ches., Wirral Promised in election ’85, voted 

’86, signed memorial ’87, ’88, 
’89.

UL Courtney, L. (Chairman of Commit- Spoke in debate’77, introduced " 
tees), Cornwall, Bodmin. Bill and teller 78, introduced 

resolution ands teller ’79, 
voted ’83, moved second read
ing of Bill and voted ’86, 
signed memorial ’87, ’88, ’89.

N Cox, J. R., Glare, E. ... .................. Voted ’86.
GL Craven, Joseph, York, W.R., Shipley. Promised in election ’85, voted 

’86, signed memorial ’87, ’88, 
’89.

GL Crawford, William, Durham, Mid. ... Voted’86, signed memorial’87, 
’88, ’89.

C Cross, H. Shepherd, Bolton......... Promised during election ’85.
‘GL Crossley, Ed., York, W.R., Sowerby ... Promised by letter’85, voted’86, 

signed memorial ’88, ’89,
UL Grossman, Gen. Sir R., Portsmouth .. Promised by letter ’85, voted 

’86, signed memorial ’87, ’88, 
’89.

C Cubitt, Kt. Hon. G., Surrey, Epsom... Voted ’70, ’71, 72, 73, ’75, 76, 
’78, paired’79, ’83, voted ’84.

UL Currie, Sir D., Perthshire, W....... Promised during election’85.
C Curzon, Viscount, Bucks, Wycombe ... Promised by letter, election’85.
C Darling, M. W. Stormont, Edinburgh 

and St. Andrew's Universities.............Promised during election ’85.
N Deasy, J., Mayo, W................ ... ... Signed memorial’88.
C De Gobain, Edw. S. W., Belfast, E. ... Promised during election ’85, 

signed memorial ’87, ’88.
C DeWorms,BaronH.(Sec.totheBoard Spoke in debate and voted ’83, 

of Trade), Liverpool, East Toxteth. teller ’84.
C Dickson, Major, Dover............ Voted ’71, ’73, paired ’78, 79, 

voted ’84, signed memorial 
’88.

N Dickson,Thos.A.,Dublin, St.Stephen's Voted 76, ’78, ’84, signed me- 
Green. morial ’88.

GL Dillwyn, L. Ll., Swansea Town.......... Voted 70, 73, 75,’ 76, 78, 79, 
signed memorial and p’d ’83, 
signed memorial ’88, ’89.

C Dimsdale, Baron R., Herts, Hitchin... Voted ’70, ’71, ’72, ’73, ’86, 
signed memorial ‘87, ’88, ‘89, 
had charge of Bill ’88. ’

UL Dixon, Geo., Birmingham, Edgbaston Voted’,’,’,’,’,’,’.
C Dixon-Hartland, F. D., Middlesex, Voted ’84, ’86, signed memorial 

Uxbridge. ’87, ’88, ’89.
C Donkin, R. S., Tynemouth ......... Promised by letter, election ’85, 

signed memorial ’88.
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C

C

Dorington, Sir J. E., Tewkesbury ... Promised by letter, election’86, 
signed memorial ’88.

C

0

Douglas, A. A. (Patronage Sec. to the
Treasury), Kent, St. Augustine's ...

Dugdale, J. S., Q.C., Warwickshire, 
Nuneaton.

Duncombe, A., York, E.B., Howdensh.

0

C

c

C
C 
c

GL

Dunsany, Lord, Gloucestershire, Thorn
burg

Egerton, Hon. A. J. F., Lancashire,
S.E., Eccles.........................................

Elcho, Lord, Ipswich ............
Elliot, Sir G., Monmouth Dist.............

C 
GL
C
N 

GL 
GL 
GL

G 
C

Voted ’84.
Promised by letter, election ’85. 

signed memorial ’87, ’88.
Promised during election ’85, 

signed memorial ’87, ’88, ’89.
Promised by letter, election ’85, 

voted ’86.

N
C

UL

Voted ’86.
Has spoken publicly in favour.
Voted 70, 71, 72, 73, 75, 76.

Elliot, G. W., Yorks., N.R., Richmond Voted 75, ’76.
Ellis, J. Edw., Nottingham, Rushcliffe Promised by letter’85,voted’86, 

V signed memorial ’88.
Ellis, Sir J. W., Bt., Surrey, Kingston Promised by letter, election’85.
Ellis, Thos. E., Merionethshire.......... Signed memorial ’87, ’88, ’89.
Elton, C. J., Somersets., W., Wellington Voted ’84.

C 
C

C

C

Esmonde, Sir T. G., Bt., Dublin Co., S.
Esslemont, Peter, Aberdeen, E...........  
Evans, F. H., Southampton.........
Evershed, Sydney, Staffsh., Burton ... 
Ewart, Sir W., Belfast, N. ........

C

Promised in elec. ’85, voted ’86.
Promised by letter ‘85,voted ’86.
Signed memorial ’88, ’89.
Signed memorial ’87, ’89.
Voted 79.

C

Ewing, Sir Arch. Orr, Bt., Dumbarton Voted 70, ’71, 72, ’73, ’75, 76, 
’79, paired ’83, voted ’84.

Eyre, Col. Henry, Lincolnsh., Gains- Has spoken in favour, signed 
borough.

GL

C
GL

0

memorial ’87, ’88, ’89. C

Farquharson, Dr. R., Aberdeensh., W. Voted ’83, signed memorial ’87, 
’88, ’89.

Farquharson, H. R., Dorset, West ... Promised by letter.
Fenwick, Charles, Northumberland, Voted ’86, and promised by 

Wansbeck. letter, signed memorial ’87, 
’88, ’89. ■

Fergusson, Rt. Hon. Sir J. (Under Sec. Promised at meeting of con-

C

C
GL

for Foreign Affairs), Manchester,N.E.
Finch, Geo. H., Rutland ......... 
Firth, J. F. B., Dundee .........

0 
C

stituents.
Voted ’84.
Voted ’83, signed memorial ’84, 

’88, ’89.
Fisher, W. Hays, Fulham ..

GL

... Promised by letter ’85, voted ’86.

C

Fitzgerald, R. U. Penrose, Cambridge. Named in election address ’85, 
voted ’86, signed memorial 
’88, ’89.

Fitz-Wygram, Gen. Sir Fred., Bt., Promised by letter ’85, voted 
Hants, Fareham.

C 
C
C 
C

GL

’86, signed memorial ’87, ’88,

GL
Fletcher, Sir Hy., Bt., Sussex, Lewes. Voted ’84, ’86.

N

Flower, Cyril, Bedford, Luton ..

Flynn, J. C., Cork, N...

.. ... Signed memorial and paired 83, 
voted ’84.

. ... Voted ’86, signed memorial ’88, 

N

GL

C

C
C

’89.
Foley, P. James, Galway, Connemara. Voted ’86, signed memorial’88, 

’89.
Forster, Sir Charles, Walsall ...... Voted ’71, ’72, ’75, ’76, ’78, ’79, 

signed mem. and paired ’83, 
signed memorial ’89.

Forwood, A. B. (Secretary to the Ad
miralty), Lane. Ormskirk...............Has spoken publicly in favour.

C
C

C 
GL

C
C

GL Fowler, Right Hon. H. H 
hampton, E.....................

Fowler, Sir R. N., Bt., London.

Wolver-
... Spoke in debate and voted ’83. 
... Votedin’70, ’71,’72, ’73, paired 

’83, voted ’84, teller ’86, 
name on Bill ’86, ’87, ’88, ’89, 
signed memorial ’87.

Fox, J. Francis, King's Co., Tullamore Voted ’86.

GL

Fraser, Lt.-Gen., Lambeth, N.
Fry, Lewis, Bristol, N..........

Fry, Theodore, Darlington ...

Gane, J. L., Q.C., Leeds, E.

... Signed memorial’88.

... Voted ’79, signed memorial and 
voted ’83 voted ‘86, signed 
memorial ’87, ’88, ’89.

... Signed memorial and voted’83, 
signed memorial ’87.

... Named in address, election ’85.
Gathorne-Hardy, Hon. A. E., Sussex,

East Grinstead ..................
Gathorne-Hardy, Hon. J. S.

Medway... .... ... ...........
Gedge, Sydney, Stockport ...

Promised by letter, election ’85.
Kent.

Giles, Alfred, Southampton ..

N
C

GL

Gilhooly, J., Cork, W. .........
Gilliat, J. S., Clapham .........
Gladstone, Herbert, Leeds, W. ..

... Voted ’84.

... Has spoken publicly in favour, 
promised by letter’85, signed 
memorial ’87, ’88, ’89.

... Voted ’83 ’84, signed memorial 
’89.

... Signed memorial ’88, ’89.
... Promised by letter ’89
... Promised by letter to vote for 

franchise for women house
holders.

Goldsworthy, M.-Gen. W. T., Ham- Promised at election meeting 
mersmith. , ’85, voted ’86. 

Gorst, Sir J. E. (Under Secretary Voted ’67, ’75, ‘76, spoke in. 
for India), Chatham.

GL Gourley, E. T., Sunderland...

debate and voted ’78, voted 
’79, paired ’83, voted ’84, ’86.

... Voted ’70, 71, 72, 73, 75, 76, 
’78, 79, signed memorial ’83, 
voted ’84, signed mem. ’87, 
’88, ’89.

Graham, R. C., Lanarksh., N.W. ... Promised by letter, election’85, 

Green, Sir E., Wakejield
signed memorial ’88, ’89.

. ... Promised during election ’85.
Greenall, Sir Gilbert, Bt., Warrington Voted 75, 76.
Grimston, Viscount, Herts, St. Albans Promised by letter’85,voted’86.
Grotrian, F. B., Hull, East ...........Promised by letter, election’85, 

signed memorial ’87, ’88.
Haldane, Rich. B., Haddington......... Promised at election meeting 

’85, voted ’86, signed me
morial, ’87, 89.

Hall, C., Q.C., Camb., Chesterton ... Promised by letter ’85.
Halsey, Thos. F., Herts, Watford ... Voted’84, ’86, signed memorial

’87.
Hambro, C. J. T., Dorset, South ... Voted ’71, has been out of Pari.
Hamilton, Col. C. E., ; Southwark, 

Rotherhithe ......................  Promised by letter ’85.
Hamilton, Lord Ernest, Tyrone, N... Signed memorial, ’87.
Hanbury-Tracy, Hon. FMontgomery promised by letter ’84, signed 

Dist. memorial ’88, ’89.
Hankey, F. A., Surrey, Chertsey ... Promised in elec.’85, voted’86
Hardcastle, F., Lane., Westhoughton Promised by letter’86.
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N Harrington, Edw., Kerry, W, ... Voted ’86.
N Harris, Matthew, Galway, E. ... Voted’86.

UL Hastings, Geo. W., Worcestershire, E. Paired. ’83.
N Hayden, Luke P., Leitrim, S. ... Voted ’86. 

GL Hayne, Chas. S., Devon, Ashburton ... Promised by letter ‘85, voted 
’86, signed memorial, ’87, So, 
’89.

N Healy, Maurice, Cork .......... ...........Voted ’86, signed memorial’87, 
’88, ’89.

N Healy, T. M., Longford N. .......... Voted ’86.
C Heath, Arthur R., Lincoln South ... Signed memorial’88.
C Heathcote, Capt. Edwards, Stafford- Promised by letter,, elec. 85, 

shire NW ' ’86, signed memorial 87, 80, 
’89, Co-Sec. Pari. Committee.

C Heaton, J. Henniker, Canterbury ... Promised by letter, voted 86.
C Hervey, Lord F., Bury St. Edmunds Voted 75, 76, 78, 79, ’86.
O Hill, A. Staveley, Staffordshire, King- Voted ’70, ’71, ’73, ’75, paired 

swinford ‘72, voted ’84, ’86, signed 
memorial ’87.

C Hill, Lord A. W. (Comptroller to the 
Household), Down, West.....Voted’84, ’86.

C Hill, Col., Bristol, S. ............................Promised during election ’86, 
signed memorial ’87.

UL Hingley, Benjamin, Worcestershire, N. Voted’86, signed memorial’87.
GL Holden, Isaac, York, W.R., Keighley Voted ’67, was out of Parlia

ment till ’82, signed mem. ’83, 
voted ’86, signed mem. ’87.

C Holloway, Geo., Gloucestersh., Stroud. Promised by letter, election 
’85, signed memorial ’87.

C Houldsworth, Sir W. H., Bt., Man- Voted’84,’86, name on the Bill 
Chester, N. W. ’86, ’87, ’88, ’89, signed me- 

. morial’87, ’88, ’89.
GL
C

C

C

C 
c 
c

GL 
GL

Howell, George, Bethnal Green, N.E.
Howorth, H. H., Salford, South

Hozier, J., Lanarkshire, South..........

Hughes, Edwin, Woolwich .........

Hulse, E. C., Salisbury ... ... ... 
Hunt, F. Seager, Marylebone, W. ... 
Hunter, Sir W. Guyer, Hackney,Central 
Hunter, W. A., Aberdeen, N. ..........  
Illingworth, Alfred, Bradford, W. ...

C

C

GL

Isaacs, Lewis H., Newington, Walworth

Isaacson, F. W., Tower Hamlets,
Stepney .................. ...

Jacoby, James A., Derbyshire,Mid ...

Promised to support.
Has spoken publicly in favour, 

name on Bill ’87, signed me
morial ’87, ’88, ’89.

Promised by letter ’86, signed 
memorial ’87, ’88, ’89.

Promised by letter, election ’85, 
signed memorial ’87, ’88.

Promised by letter, election ’86.
Promised to support.
Promised by letter, election ’85. 
Has spoken publicly in favour. 
Voted ’70, ’71, 72, signed me

morial and voted ’83, ’86, 
name on Bill ’86, ’87, ’88, ’89, 
signed memorial ’87, ’88, ’89.

Promised by letter ’85, voted 
’86, signed mem. ’87, ’88, ’89.

Promised by letter, election’85. 
Has spoken publicly in favour, 

voted ’86, signed memorial 
’87,’89.

C Jennings, Louis J., Stockport ... ... Promised by letter ’85, voted 
’86, signed memorial ’87, ’89.

o Johnston, William, s . . . . . Votech"”°uU"or2Fa,snnene, 
signed memorial ’87, ’88, ’89.

N Jordan, Jeremiah, Clare, W. ... ... Signed memorial ’87, 88 89
G Kenyon Hon. Geo. T., Denbigh ... Promised by letter, election 85.
C Kenyon-Slaney, Col., Shropshire N... Promised bx letter ’85’ at elec- UlOIl II.cCU.iS OUe
C Ker R W. Blackwood, Down, E. ... Promised during election’85. 
6 Kimber. Henry, Wandswoorth   "7,","

C King, Henry S., HnU, Central .......... Prorghsedaxlebtoni"AsAt4on3S5,

GL Kinloch, Sir John, Perthshire, East ... Promised by letter 1889. 
C Knightley, Sir R., Bt., Northants, S. Voted 72, 73, 76, 83, 84. 
G Laf one, A., Southwark, Bermondsey... Promised by letter slection ,83, - 0.3 , signed memorial ol, 00, Ov. 
N Lalor, R., Queen's Co., Leix   Voted ’83, signed memorial ’89. 
N Lane, W. J., Cork Co., E. Voted ’85, signed mem. 88, 89. 
C Laurie, Col., Bath Promised during election 85, 

— v, , signed memorial 87, oo. 
C Lawrance, J. C., Lincoln, Stamford... Voted ’84. 
C Lawrence, Sir J.T.,Bt.,Surrey,Reigate Voted ’84. 
0 LawrengW.F. LiverPool, .bel Promised by letter, election 785, 

GL Lawson, H. L. W., St. Fanerat, W. Pranassgattberss,cqormaitse, 
signed memorial ’87, ’88, ’89. 

GL Lawson, Sir W., CaMand, Cocker- XT3ncaid 

m'ou ‘ morial and voted ’83, spoke 
in debate and voted ’84, 
signed memorial ’88, ’89.

UL Lea, T., Londonderry, South ...........Voted ’70, 71, ’72, ’84. 
N Leahy, Jas., Kildare, S. -................Voted >83, signed memorial ’88, 

89.
GL Leake, Robt., Lane., S. E., Radcliffe... Voted ’83, ’86, signed mem. ’87, 

. oo, Ov.
C Lechmere, Sir E. H., Worcestershire, . 

Bewdley   Voted’83/84, signed memorial 
OOj 0J.

C Lees, Elliott, Oldham ... .................. Promised by letter, election’85.
C Lethbridge, Sir Roper, Kensington, N. Has spoken publicly in favour, 

voted ’86, signed memorial 
’88, ’89.

C Lewis, Sir Chas. E., Antrim, N. ... Has spoken publicly in favour, 
signed memoria. 87.

GL Lewis, Thomas, Anglesey .................. Signed memorial 87, ’88, 89.
C Llewellyn, Evan H., Somerset, N. ... Promised by letter, voted ’86.

GL Lock wood, Frank, Yoi-k ................. . Has spoken publicly in favour, 
voted ’86, signed mem. ’87, 
’88, ’89.

C Long, Walter H. (Secretary to the 
Local Government Board), Wilts, 
Devizes ............ ..... .-Voted’84.

C Low, Malcolm, Grantham ......... Promised by letter, election’85. 
C Lowther, Rt. Hon. J,, Kent, Thanet... Voted ’70, ’71. 
C Lowther, Hon. W., Westmoreland, . . . 

Appleby...  Voted’84, signed memorial’87.



GL Lyell, Leonard, Orkney and Shetland. Signed memorial ’87, ’89.
UL Lymington, Rt. Hon. Visct., Devon, 

South Molton .......................Voted ’84.
GL
N

UL

Macdonald, Roderick,Ross & Cromarty Named in election address, ’85. 
Macdonald, W. A., Queen's Co., Ossory Has spoken publicly in favour.
Mackintosh, C. F., Inverness-shire ... Voted ‘75, ’76, ’78, ’79, signed 

memorial and paired ’83, 
voted ‘84, signed mem. ’87, 
’88, ’89.

C

N
0

GL

Maclure, J. W., Lane,, Stretford

Mahoney, P., Meath, N. ... ...
Makins, Col. W. T., Essex, S. W.

McArthur, Alex., Leicester..........

.. Named in address, election ’85, 
name on Bill ’87, ’88, ’89, 
signed mem. ’87, ’88, ’89.

. Signed memorial ’88, ’89.

. Has spoken publicly in favour, 
signed memorial ’89.

. Voted 75, 76, ’78, 79, signed 
memorial and voted ’83, 
signed memorial ’87.

N MacNeill, J. G. S., Donegal. .......... Signed memorial ’88, ’89.
GL 

N
McArthur, W. A., Cornwall, St, Austell Signed memorial ’87, ’88, 89, 
McCarthy, Justin, Londonderry..........

McDonald, Peter, Sligo, N. ......
M'Kenna, Sir J. N., Monaghan, S. ...

M‘Lagan, P., Linlithgowshire ..........

N
N

GL

GL M'Laren, W. S. B., Cheshire, Crewe-..

C

GL 
C

GL
C

N
C

UL 
C
N

GL

L

GL

C
GL

Mallock, R., Devon, Torquay ..........

Mappin, W. T., York, W.R.,Hallamsh.
Marriott, Right Hon. Sir W. T., 

Brighton ..................... ..........
Mather, W., Lane., S.E., Gorton
Mattinson, Miles W., L'pool, Walton

Mayne, Thos., Tipperary Mid............. 
Mayne, Admiral, Pembroke dist..........  
Mildmay, F. B., Devon, Totnes........  
Mills, C. W., Kent, Sevenoaks ..........  
Molloy, Bernard C , King's Co., Birr. 
Montagu, S., Tower Hamlets, White

chapel.
Morgan, W. J. P., Merthyr ..........

Morgan, Octavius V., Battersea

Morgan, Col., Monmouthshire ..........  
Morley, Arnold, Nottingham, E... ...

Signed memorial and paired 
’83, voted ’84, ’86, signed 
memorial ’87, ’88, ’89.

Voted ’86.
Voted ’75, ’76, ’78, ’79, signed 

memorial ’83, ’87, ’88, ’89.
Voted 70, 71, 72, 73, 75, ‘76, 

’78, ’79, signed memorial and 
paired ’83, voted ’86, signed 
memorial ’88, ’89.

Named in address, election ’86, 
name on Bill and signed mem. 
’87, ’88, ’89, Co-Secretary to 
Parliamentary Committee. 

Promised during election ’85, 
signed mem. ’88.

Signed memorial and paired’83.

Promised to support ’89.
Promised during election ’89. 
Promised during election ’85, 

signed memorial ’88, ’89. 
Voted ’86, signed mem. ’89. 
Promised by letter, election ’85.
Promised by letter ’89.
Promised to support.
Promised to support.
Promised during election ’85, 

signed memorial ’87.
Promised during election ’88, 

signed memorial ’89. 
Promised during election ’85, 

signed memorial ’88, ’89. 
Voted ’83, ’84, signed mem. ’87, 
Voted ’83.

GL Morley, Rt. Hon. J .,Newcastle-on-Tyne Signed memorial and voted’83. 
UL Morrison, Walter, Yorkshire, Skipton Voted ’67. 
C Moss, Richard, Winchester.................... Voted ’84.

GL

C 
C

N 
GL

N

N
C 
C

c

N 
N
N
N
N
N

GL
N

Mundella, Kight Hon. A., Sheffield, 
Brightside.

Muntz, P. A., Warwick, Tamworth ...
Murdoch, C. T., Reading ..................

Voted 70, 71, ’72, ‘73, ’75, ’76, 
’78, paired ’79.

Promised by letter, election’85,
Promised by letter ’86, signed 

memorial ’87, ’88, ’89.
Murphy, W. M., Dublin, St. Patrick's Signed memorial ’83.
Newnes, Geo., Cambs., E., Newmarket Promised in elec. ’85, voted ’86.
Nolan, Col. J. P., Galway Co. N. ... Voted 75, ’76, 78, 79, ’83, ’84, 

signed memorial, oZ.
Nolan, Joseph, Louth, N.......... Voted ’86. . ,
Norris, E.S., Tower Hamlets, Limehouse Promised by letter, election ’85.
Northcote, Hon. H. S. (Surveyor-

General of the Ordnance), Exeter ... Voted 84, ob.
Norton, Robert, Kent, Tunbridge ... Promised by letter ’85, voted 

’86, signed memorial 88.
O’Brien, James F. X., Mayo, S. •• Voted ’86.
O’Brien, W., Cork Co., N.E. .......... Voted ’83.
O’Connor, Arthur, Donegal, E....... Voted ’83, ’84, ’86.
O’Connor, John, Tipperary, S. .......... Voted ’86.
O’Connor, T. P., Liverpool, Scotland... Signed mem. ’83, voted’84, ’86.
O'Gorman Mahon, The, Carlow Co.-.. Voted ’79, ’83.
Palmer, Sir C. M., Durham, Jarrow... Voted ’75.
Parnell, Chas. S., Cork............................ Voted 78, spoke in debate and

’ voted 79.
GL

GL

C

L
GL
UL 
GL

GL

C

GL

GL

N
C

GL
C

Paulton, J.M., Durham, BishopsAuck- 
land ............................................... Promised in election 85.

Pease, H. Fell, York, N.R. Cleveland Promised by letter, election’85, 
signed memorial ’87.

Pelly, M.-Gen. Sir L., K.C.B., Hack- Has spoken publicly in favour, 
ney, N. signed memorial ’88, ’89.

Phillips, J. W., Lanark, Mid....... Signed memorial ’89.
Pickersgill, E .H., Bethnal Green,S. W. Promised by letter, election ’85.
Pitt-Lewis, G., Devon, Barnstaple ... Promised during election, ’85.
Playfair, Rt. Hon. Sir L., Leeds, S.... Spoke in debate and voted ’70, 

3 ’ name on Bill ’71, 72, 73, 
voted 71,72, 73,75,76,78.

Plowden, Sir W., Wolverhampton, 

Pomfret, W. P., Kent, Ashford... 

Potter, T. B., Rochdale ..........  

Powell, Walter, Carmarthenshire, 

Power, Richard, Waterford..........  
Price, Capt. Geo., Devonport

Price, Thos. P., Monmouth, N.... 
Puleston, Sir J. H,, Devonport ...

W. Promised during election ’86, 
signed memorial ’88, ’89.

... Voted ’86, signed memorial ’87, 
’88, ’89.

... Paired ’67, voted 70, 71, ’72, 
73, 76, 78, 79, ’83.

W. Signed memorial and voted ’83, 
signed memorial ’87.

... Voted 75, 78, ’83.
... Voted’78,’84, signed memorial 

’87, ’88.
... Signed memorial ’87, ’88, ’89.
... Voted ’75, 76, ‘78, 79, ’83, ’84, 

’86, signed memorial ’87, ’88, 
’89.

GL Randell, David, Glamorgan, Gower... Promised during election ’88, 
signed memorial ’88, ’89.

C Rankin. J., Herefordshire, Leominster Voted’84, signed memorial’87, 
’88, ’89.

C Rasch, Major, Essex, S. E. ... ... ... Signed memorial’87, has spoken 
in favour.
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N 
N

GL

C

GL
- N
UL

GL

GL
C

C
GL

C

GL

C

GL

GL
C

UL

Redmond, John E., Wexford, N.
Redmond, W. H. K., Fermanagh, N.

Reed, Sir Edwd. J., K.C.B., Cardiff.

Reed, H. Byron, Bradford, E...........

Rendel, Stuart, Montgomeryshire
Reynolds, W. J., Tyrone East ..........
Richardson, Thomas, Hartlepool

•
Roberts, John, Flint, &c..........

Roberts, John, Bryn ............
Robertson, J. P. B. (Solicitor-General 

for Scotland), Bute ...... «.......
Robertson, W. Tindal, Brighton
Roe, Thomas, Derl>y ......... ...

Rollitt, Sir A., Islington, S. ..........

Roscoe, Sir H., Manchester, South ...

Hound, Jas., Essex, Harwich ... ...

Rowntree, J., Scarborough ... ...........

Russell, Sir Charles, Hackney, South... 
Russell, Sir G., Bt., Berks, Wokingham

Russell, T. W., Tyrone, S.....................

Voted ’86, signed memorial ’89.
Voted ’86, signed memorial’88, 

’89.
Voted 76, paired’79, and signed 

memorial ’83, 89.
Promised by letter, election ’85, 

signed memorial ’87, ’89.
Promised to support.
Promised by letter ’86.
Voted’75, signed memorial and 

voted ’83.
Voted ’83, signed memorial’88, 

’89.
Signed memorial ’89.

Voted ’86.
Signed memorial ’87.
Has spoken publicly in favour, 

voted’83, ’86,signed mem.’87, 
’88, ’89.

Spoke publicly in favour, elec
tion ’85, signed memorial ‘87, 
’88, ’89, name on Bill ’88, ’89.

Promised by letter ’86, signed 
memorial ’88.

Voted ’70, ’71, paired ’72, voted 
’73, ’75, ’76, paired ’78, voted 
’79, ’83, signed memorial ’87, 
’88, ’89.

Has spoken publicly in favour, 
signed memorial ’87, ’88.

Promised a constituent.
Promised by letter and voted 

’86, signed memorial ’87.
Has spoken publicly in favour, 

signed memorial ’87, ’88, ’89.

c Stephens H. C., Hornsey, Middlesex Promised by letter, signed me- 
- ’ ’ morial ’88.
L Stevenson, Francis S., Suffolk, Eye ... Signed memorial ’89.

GL Stansfeld, Kt. Hon. J., Halifax ... Voted "67647 7,‘72r073»5P%s, 

’79, ’83, signed memorial ’83, 
voted ’84, name on Bill ’76, 
77, 78, ’85, ’86, ’87, ’88, ’89, 
signed memorial ’87, ’88, ’89.

GL

GL
C

C
GL
GL

N

N
GL

GL

C

GL

UL

GL Samuelson, Sir B., Oxfordsh., Banbury Voted ’70, ’71, ’75.
GL Samuelson, G. B., Gloucestersh., Forest Promised during elections ’85, 

of Dean. ’86, signed memorial ’89.

N 
C

C

Stepney, Sir A. Cowell-, Bt., Car
marthen dist. ......... ............

Stewart, Halley, Lincolnsh., Spalding
Stewart, Mark John, Kirkcudbright, 

Stewartry of.
Stewart, M. H. Shaw, Renfrewshire, E.
Storey, Samuel, Sunderland ......
Stuart, James, Shoreditch, Hoxton ...

Sullivan, Donal, Westmeath, S............

Sullivan, T. D., Dublin, College 
Summers, Wm., Huddersfield ...

Sutherland, A., Sutherland...........

Swetenham, E., Carnarvon dist.

Swinburne, Sir J., Bt., Staffsh., Inch- 
field.

Talbot, C. R. M., Glamorganshire, 
Mid.

Signed memorial ’87.
Promised during election ’85.
Voted 75, 76, 78, 79, signed 

memorial ’89.
Promised during election ’85.
Signed memorial'’83, voted ’84.
Spoke in debate and teller ’86, 

signed memorial ’87.
Voted ’86, signed memorial ’88, 

’89.
Signed memorial ’88, ’89.
Voted and signed memorial ’83, 

signed memorial ’88, ’89.
Promised by letter, election ’85, 

signed memorial ’88, ’89.
Promised by letter, election ’85, 

signed memorial ’87, ’88.
Promised by letter ’85, voted 

’86, signed mem. ’87, ’88, ’89.
Voted ’67, 70, 71, 72, 73, ’78, 

and paired ’83, signed me
morial ’87.

C Saunderson, Major Edw., Armagh, N. Voted’86.
GL Schwann, Chas. E., Manchester, N.... Signed memorial’88, ’89.
G Selwin-Ibbetson,Rt. Hon. SirH.,Bt., Voted ’71, ’72, 73, ’75, signed 

Essex, Epping memorial ’89.
C Selwyn, Capt. C., Cambridgeshire, 

Wisbech.................. ... Promised by letter, election ’85.
C Seton-Karr, Henry; St. Helens ... ... Promised by letter, voted’86, 

signed memorial ’87, ’88, ’89.
GL Shaw, Thos., Halifax .................. ... Signed memorial’83, voted’83,

’86, signed memorial ’87, ’88.
N Sheehy, David, Galway, S.......... Voted ’86.
C Sidebottom, Tom Harrop, Stalybridge Has spoken publicly in favour, 

and promised by letter, 
signed memorial ’89.

C Sidebottom, Capt. W., Derbysh., High Promised by letter, election ’85, 
Peak. signed memorial ’89.

GL Spencer, Hon. C. R., Northants, Mid. Signed memorial and voted ’83.
C Spencer, Ernest, West Bromwich ... Signed memorial ’87, 88.
C Stanley, Ed. J., Somerset, Bridgwater Voted ’84, ’86.

GL 
GL

UL 
c 
c

GL

N 
C

UL

Tanner, Dr., Cork, Mid.......... Signed memorial ’88, ’89.
Tapling, Thos. K., Leicestershire, Mar- . . ,

borough.......... ..................................Signed memorial 87, 88, 89.
Temple, Sir Richard, Worcester, Has spoken publicly in favour, 

Evesham voted ’86, signed mem. ’87,
’88, ’89.

Thomas,David Alfred, Merthyr Tydvil Signed memorial ’88, ’89.
Thomas, Alfred, Glamorgan, E............Voted 86, signed memorial ’87, 

’88, ’89.
Thorburn, Walter, Peebles and Selkirk Signed memorial ’87, ’88, ’89.
Tollemache, H. J., Cheshire, Eddisbury Promised by letter, election ’85.
Townsend, Fred., Warwickshire, Strat

ford-on-Avon ............ . ...........Signed memorial ’87.
Trevelyan, Rt. Hon. Sir G. O., Glas- Paired ’67, voted 71, 72, 73, 

gow, Bridgeton. ‘75, ‘76, ‘78, ‘79.
Tuite, James, Westmeath, N. ...........Voted’86, signed mem. ’88, ’89.
Tyler, Sir Henry, Great Yarmouth ... Voted ’84.
Villiers, Rt. Hon. C. P., Wolverhamp- Voted 70, 71, ’72, 73, ’75, 76, 

ton s. ’78, paired ’79, signed me
morial and voted ’83.

C Vincent, C. E., Howard, Sheffield, Promised by letter, election 
Central. ‘85.

GL Wallace, R., Edinburgh, E.
C Walrond, Col. (Junior Lord 

Treasury), Devon, Tiverton 
GL Wardle, Henry, Derbyshire...

..........Promised at meeting, elec. ’86. 
of the
...........Voted ’83, ’84, ’86.
...........Promised to support.
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C Waring, Col. Thomas, Down, N. ... Voted ’86, signed memorial ’87. 
UL Watkin, Sir Edward, Bt., Hythi ... Voted ’67, ‘75, ’78, signed me

morial and voted ’83, signed 
memorial ’87, ’88, ’89.

C Watson, James, Shrewsbury .......... Promised by letter ’85, voted 
’86. .

L Watt, Hugh, Glasgow, Camlachie ... Signed memorial ’89.
GL Wayman, Thos., York, W.R., Eiland Promised by letter, election 

’85, signed memorial, ’87, ’88, 
’89.

C Webster, SirR. E.(Attorney-General), Promised by letter, election 
Isle of Wight. ’86.

C White, John Bazley, Gravesend...... Promised by letter, election’85, 
Signed memorial ’89.

O Whitmore, C. A., Chelsea ... ... ... Promised during election ’85.
GL Williams, Arthur John, Glamorgan, S. Spoken publicly in favour, 

GL Wilson, H. J„ York, W.R., 
firth.

GL Wilson, Chas. H., Hull, W.

GL Wilson, J„ Govan, Lanarkshire

C Wilson, Sir S., Portsmouth..................
C Winn, Hon. Rowland, Pontefract ... 

UL Wolmer, Viscount, Hants, Petersfield.

C Wood, Col. N., Durham, Houghton- 
le-Spring.

GL Woodall, W., Hanley ... ........... ...

voted ’86, signed mem. o(, 
’88, ’89.

Holm- Has spoken in public, voted 
’86, signed mem. ’88, ’89.

. Voted ’75, ’76, ’78, signed me
morial ’83, ’87. 

Promised during election ’89 > 
signed memorial ’89. 

Promised by letter, election ’86. 
Promised during election ’85. 
Has spoken publicly in favour, 

voted ’86. 
Promised by letter, election 

’85.
Signed memorial and voted ’83, 

moved amendment ’84, in
troduced Bill and voted ’86, 
introduced Bill, ’87, ’89, 
signed memorial’87, ’88, ’89.

Promised to support.
GL Woodhead, J., York, W.R., Spen 

Valley ....    ...
C Wortley, C. B. Stuart (Under Secre

tary for Home Department),. 
Sheffield, Hallam......... ... ... 

GL Wright, Caleb, Lane., S.W., Leigh...

C Wright, H. S., Nottingham, S.............

C Yerburgh, R. A., Chester ..................

Voted ’84, ’86.
Promised by letter, election 

’85, signed mem. 87, ’88, ’89. 
Promised during election ’85. 

signed memorial ’87, ’88, ’89.
Signed memorial ’88.

Published by the Central Corumittee of the National 
Society for Women’s Suffrage, Reconstructed under the 
Old Rules, 10, Great College Street, Westminster, 
S.W.

WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE.
Reasons for supporting the Proposed Extension of the

Parliamentary Franchise.

Because it is a recognised principle of the British Constitu
tion that representation andtaxation should go together.

Because it cannot be shown that women who possess every 
qualification required by law for the exercise of the Franchise 
except that of sex, are naturally disqualified by sex alone.

Because the exclusion of women, solely on the ground of 
sex, from their fair share in the government of the country, 
inflicts upon them an unjust disability and tends to lower 
them in general estimation.

Because the anomaly that a woman, while herself unable to 
vote, may as a householder or employer of labour be the 
means of conferring the vote on men employed in her 
service, is to be seen, not in a few isolated cases only, but on 
a large scale, and in all parts of the country.

Because exclusion from the Parliamentary Franchise is an 
authoritative expression of the view that women are not 
called upon to think and act as responsible citizens in public 
affairs.

Because this view is not now held by leading statesmen and 
other persons qualified to judge, and the law is therefore out 
of harmony with competent opinion.

Because while women are invited by all parties to take a 
prominent part in political agitation, those to whom such 
action is distasteful, being prevented by law from giving a 
quiet vote, are excluded from political influence.

Because the experiment of the exercise of voting power 
by women has been tried during a considerable period in 
municipal and School Board elections, and with such satis
factory results that the further concession of the vote for 
County Councils met with no opposition.

Because the measure is thus shown to be in accordance 
with justice, sound theory, and practical experience.

Central Committee of the National Society for

Women’s Suffrage.

10, Great College Street, Westminster, S.W.



OPINIONS
of

Conservative leaders
ON

WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE.

THE EARL OF BEACONSFIELD.
Mr. Disraeli addressed the following reply to a 

Memorial from upwards of eleven thousand women of 
Great Britain and Ireland, which was presented through 
Mr. Gore Langton, M.P., on April 29th, 1873:—

."DEAR Gore Langton,—I was much honoured by 
receiving from your hands the Memorial signed by eleven 
thousand women of England, among them some illustrious 
names, thanking me for my services in attempting to 
abolish the anomaly, that the Parliamentary franchise 
attached to a household or property qualification, when 
possessed by a woman, should not be exercised, though in 
all matters of local government, when similarly qualified, 
she exercises this right. As I believe this anomaly to be 
injurious to the best interests of the country, I trust to see 
it removed by the wisdom of Parliament.

" Yours sincerely,
"B. DISRAELI.”

[Mr. Disraeli voted for the second reading of the 
Women’s Disabilities Removal Bill in 1871; paired for it 
in 1872; and voted for it in 1873, 1875, and 1876, up to 
the time when he was created a peer.]

THE MARQUIS OF SALISBURY.
At a meeting convened by the Primrose League in the 

Lyceum Theatre, at Edinburgh, on November 29th, 1888 
Lord SALISBURY said:— ’ ‘

. " The old Conservative associations have done, and do 
still, an infinite amount of service, but in some respects



and for some purposes they were better fitted for the old 
suffrage, the old arrangements of party, than they were for 
those which now exist. The Primrose League is freer. It 
is more elastic. It brings classes more together, and I 
think its greateSt achievement of all is that it has brought 
the influence of women to bear on politics in a way that 
has never before been the case. Now, the Primrose League 
in that respect represents to my mind the modifications of 
our Constitution that have taken place in the past, and 
modifications that will probably take place in the future. 
In the past, as we know, there has been a large extension of 
the suffrage, and a very much larger proportion of the 
inhabitants of this country now take their share in the 
election of members, and in the framing of the policy by 
which the country is guided. By its more elastic rules and 
freer organisation, the Primrose League has adapted itself 
to this state of circumstances. I am now speaking for 
myself only, do not imagine that I am speaking for anyone 
else, but I do earnestly hope that the day is not far distant 
when women also will bear their share in voting for 
members of Parliament—(cheers)—and in determining the 
policy of the country. I can conceive no argument by 
which they are excluded. It is obvious that they are 
abundantly as well fitted as many who now possess the 
suffrage, by knowledge, by training, and by character, and 
that influence is likely to weigh in a direction which, in an 
age so material as ours, is exceedingly valuable—namely, 
in the direction of morality and religion.”

SIR MICHAEL HICKS BEACH.

In reply to a Deputation, at Clifton, on August 10th, 
1885, Sir Michael Hicks Beach said:—

“I think I may say this, that, if women are to be 
admitted to the franchise, it is only fair that they should 
be admitted in time to express an opinion on the great 
topics which the Parliament of the future may be invited 
to deal with, I agree that it is most desirable that Parliament 
should be called upon to consider this question at the 
earliest possible moment; and so far as it may be in my 
power to assist in securing that, I should be quite ready to 
do so.”

■

LORD CARNARVON.

On the motion to go into Committee on the Representa
tion of the People Bill, in the House of Lords, December 
4th, 1884, Lord Carnarvon said :—

"I agree that the time is rapidly approaching 
when the claims of this very important section of the 
community—duly qualified women—to exercise the franchise 
must receive the attention of Parliament. It is of no use 
to put the question aside by a bad joke. The matter is 
one which must be argued and decided on its merits. I 
consider that all the arguments that have been used, 
whether logical or practical, really point to the admission 
of duly qualified women. There is very little indeed to be 
said on behalf of the numerous class that you are now 
.about to enfranchise which cannot be said with equal, and 
in many cases with much greater, effect on behalf of duly 
qualified women.”

(The Late) LORD IDDESLEIGH.
In the Adjourned Debate on Mr. Woodall’s Clause, in 

the House of Commons, June 12th, 1884, SIR Stafford 
Northcote said:—

" The point upon which we lay stress is that upon 
which the late Lord Beaconsfield laid stress, and upon 
■which so much stress has been laid to-night, viz., that by 
■excluding women you are excluding a large portion of the 
property owners of this country from representation, and 
from their share in the legislation. You are now ask ed to 
introduce a certain number of women. We believe there 
will be 400,000 or 500,000 women who will be so admitted. 
The number is not difficult to recollect, because that is just 
the number of persons you are going to add in Ireland from 
the lowest population in that country. It is a moderate 
demand we make when we ask you to counter-balance the 
effect of admitting so large a body of men, as to whose 
qualifications you know so little, and who for the franchise 
you have no reason to believe have half as much knowledge of 
the real political questions of the day as most of the women 
of England have. And we invite you to say, when you are 
going to admit these people as capable citizens, is it 
unreasonable to demand that the same privilege shall be 
given to 400,000 or 500,000 women who are at the heads 
of households, and are managers of property in this 
country ? ”



THE DUKE OF RUTLAND (Lord John Manners).

In opening the Adjourned Debate on June 12th, 1884,
Lord John Manners said :—

" To me it is a very simple, a very plain, and almost 
a hum-drum question. It is simply this—Will you grant the 
Parliamentary franchise to a class of Her Majesty’s subjects, 
who have for many years past blamelessly, and with great 
advantage to the State, exercised the franchise with respect 
to Municipal, with respect to Poor Law, and with respect 
to School Board elections? I cannot make the question 
either greater or smaller than that. It is a simple, 
practical, and plain question, which really requires no- 
speculative skill to discuss or decide upon. Well, sir, if' 
that be so, can anyone allege that the female ratepayers 
of this country haveX shown themselves unworthy of the 
trust which it is proposed to repose in them from the 
manner in which they have discharged the functions which 
have already been entrusted to them ? I ventured, in 
some observations which I made upon the second reading 
of the Bill, to allude to one class of these female ratepayers 
—the female farmers of this country. By way of illustra
tion, I will again refer to that class, because, as a county 
member, I naturally have more knowledge of that class, 
and possibly more interest in them. But, I ask, can any
one allege that, from the manner in which during the 
period of time, now ranging over a great number of years, 
the female farmers have discharged the duties which have 
devolved on them, many and important as those duties are, 
there is the slightest ground for asserting that they are 
likely to prove themselves unworthy, unfit, or incapable of 
exercising the Parliamentary franchise ? "
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In laying before you a statement of the history of the move
ment during the past year, your Committee have first to 
report that, immediately on the opening of Parliament, the 
Parliamentary Committee held a meeting and resolved to rein
troduce the Women’s Franchise Bill in the same form as 
before, viz., that which had passed second reading in 1886.

The following is the text of the Bill, which is backed by 
Mr. Woodall, Dr. Cameron, Baron Dimsdale, Sir Robert 
Fowler, Sir William Houldsworth, Mr. Illingworth, Mr. 
Maclure, Sir Albert Rollit, and Mr. Stansfeld.

[52 Vict.] Parliamentary Franchise {Extension to Women).
A BILL to extend the Parliamentary Franchise to Women.

Be it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament 
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:— 

1. This act may be cited as the Representation of the 
People (Extension to Women) Act, 1889.

2. For all purposes of and incidental to the voting for 
members to serve in Parliament, women shall have the 
same rights as men, and all enactments relating to or con
cerned in such elections shall be construed accordingly.

Provided that nothing in this Act contained shall enable 
women under coverture to be registered or to vote at such 
elections,
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By the fortune of the Ballot the charge of the Bill devolved 
on Mr. Woodall, by whom it was set down for second reading 
on Wednesday, April 17th, the Wednesday before Good Friday. 
This was an unfortunate choice, as it is contrary to the 
ordinary custom of the House of Commons to sit later than 
the Tuesday before Good Friday. Nevertheless, it was 
hoped that an exception might be made in the case of so very 
important a measure as the Women’s Franchise Bill, and as 
the period approached for the adjournment, a memorial, 
asking that the House should sit on Wednesday, the 17th, was 
signed by 150 members and presented to Mr. W. H. Smith. 
The memorial was as follows:—
To the Right Hon. W. H. Smith, M.P., first Lord of 

the Treasury, &c., &c.
Sir,—We, the undersigned members of the House of Com

mons, beg to inform you that the first place on Wednesday, 
April 17th, has been secured for the Parliamentary Franchise 
(Extension to Women) Bill, this day being the Wednesday- 
before Good Friday.

This subject has not been discussed during the present 
Parliament, as, during the last two sessions, the days secured 
for this Bill were taken by Government for their business.

We therefore respectfully request that, in making the usual 
motion for the adjournment for Easter, you will ask the 
House to sit on Wednesday, the 17th of April.

A deputation, consisting of Mr. Woodall, Mr. M'Laren, Sir 
Richard Temple, Baron Dimsdale, and Captain Heathcote, 
waited on Mr. W. H. Smith in his private room at the 
House of Commons, on March 29th, for the purpose of pre- 
senting the memorial.

Mr. Smith said he thought the promoters of the Women’s 
Suffrage Bill had every claim to consideration. He was not 
in a position to make a definite statement on the subject on 
his own responsibility, but he would consult his colleagues, 
and would lay the memorial before them. He believed that 
another memorial was in course of signature, and this 
would have to be considered at the same time,
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Later in the evening Mr. Chaplin and Mr Baumann handed 
to Mr. Smith a second memorial, which urged the Govern
ment to fix the date of adjournment for Tuesday, the 16th 
April.

In announcing the intentions of the Government as to the 
Easter recess, Mr. Smith said he had endeavoured to gather 
the views of hon. members with regard to the Easter Holi
days, and he believed that only on one occasion in the last 
twenty years had the House not risen on the Tuesday morning 
before Easter ; and on that occasion it was because of circum
stances of extreme pressure of public business. This being 
so, and feeling that he was following the general wish of the 
House, he should move before Tuesday, the 16th, that the 
House adjourn after the morning sitting on Tuesday until 
the following Thursday week.

Mr. Woodall gave notice that on the motion for the adjourn
ment over Easter, he would call attention to the fact that the 
effect of the dates fixed was to confiscate the day fixed for 
the consideration of his motion on women’s suffrage.

Mr. W. H. Smith said he must call the hon. gentleman’s 
attention to the fact that he had fixed his resolution for a day 
upon which, with one exception, the House had not sat for 
twenty years.

The Bill, having now, at this late period of the session, no 
chance of coming forward, was withdrawn by Mr. Woodall on 
June 28th.

In December last, a general meeting of the subscribers to 
the, original Central Committee was held, at which the rules 
and constitution established in 1871 were abandoned, and 
the Society reconstituted on a fresh basis. Many members 
of the Committee and most of the Societies which had 
heretofore worked in association with it, disapproved of the 
new departure and resolved to continue the Central Com- 
mittee on the old lines and with the old constitution.

Resolutions to this effect were adopted, offices were taken 



at 10, Great College Street, Westminster, and since that time 
your Committee have carried on the work and the organisa
tion of the Central Committee on the original lines, in con
nection with the associated Societies of Manchester, Bristol, 
the North of Ireland, and Dublin.

Early in March, under the auspices of your Committee, a 
meeting was held at Westminster Town Hall. Colonel 
Cotton, M.P., presided, and the meeting was also addressed 
by Baron Dimsdale, M.P., Mr. Maclure, M.P., Mr. Penrose 
FitzGerald, M.P., Sir R. Fowler, M.P., the Earl of Camper
down, Mr. Lafone, M.P., Mr. Johnston, M.P., Mr. McLaren, 
M.P., and Mr. T. W. Russell, M.P.

A resolution in support of the Bill was unanimously carried, 
and the following memorial adopted:—

To the Most Noble the Marquis of Salisbury, K.G., 
ETC., ETC., ETC.

The Memorial of members and friends of the National Society 
for Women’s Suffrage, in public meeting assembled on 
March 7th, 1889, in the Town Hall, Westminster,

Sheweth,
That your memorialists earnestly desire to urge on the 

attention of Her Majesty’s Government the justice and ex
pediency of extending the Parliamentary franchise to women 
who possess the statutory qualification for the same.

They respectfully submit that women are entitled to the 
Parliamentary franchise on the same grounds of justice and 
expediency as those on which they have been admitted to the 
municipal, the School Board, and the County Council fran
chise, and that experience of the manner in which women have 
used the franchise in the elections in which they are entitled 
to vote warrants their claim to become Parliamentary voters.

That the principle of women’s suffrage has been affirmed by 
the House of Commons, inasmuch as a Bill to extend the 
Parliamentary franchise to women passed second reading in 
1886, but the forms of the House and the circumstances of 
the session prevented the further progress of the measure in 
that year.

That a Bill in the same form as that which passed second 

reading in 1886 has been introduced this session by Mr. 
Woodall, and awaits second reading on April 17th. Your 
memorialists pray that your lordship will, on behalf of Her 
Majesty’s Government, take measures to afford the support 
of the Government in the House of Commons to the said 
Bill, intituled “A Bill for extending the Parliamentary 
Franchise to Women.”

Another meeting, called with a view of still further support
ing the Bill, took place in the same Hall on the afternoon 
of April 9th. When the time arrived, however, it was 
known that the Bill was lost for the session; the resolution 
actually proposed was, therefore, one indicative of the future 
policy of the Society and its determination to promote the 
principle of Women’s Suffrage, as now established for 
unmarried women and widows in local elections, to 
Parliamentary elections. Mrs. Fawcett presided, and the 
following resolution, moved by Colonel Cotton, M.P., 
seconded by Miss Becker, and supported by Mr. Caine, 
M.P., and Mrs. Henry Sidgwick, was unanimously 
adopted:—

“That in the opinion of this meeting the principle of 
Women’s Suffrage as now established by common and 
statute law in local elections, should be extended to Parlia
mentary elections, and while regretting the loss for the 
session of the Bill introduced by Mr. Woodall, which would 
have effected this object, this meeting respectfully request 
their Parliamentary friends to take steps for the re-introduc
tion next year of the Bill in the same form as it now stands, 
and resolve to use every means in their power to promote its 
passing into law.”

In addition to the public meetings, several drawing-room 
meetings of an influential character have been held. The 
first was, by the invitation of Miss Emily Davies, held at 8, 
Harewood Square, on February 9th, and was addressed by the 
Rev. E. A. Abbott, D.D.,Miss F. Davenport Hill, Miss Vernon, 
and the Rev. J. Llewelyn Davies. Another was given by 
(Louisa) Lady Goldsmid on March 12th, when Colonel 
Cotton, M.P., Mr. Penrose FitzGerald, M.P., Mr. T. W
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Russell, M.P., and Mrs. Fawcett addressed the meeting. 
By the kindness of Lady Roberts an excellent meeting took 
place at 48, Westbourne Terrace, on March 15th, Sir Owen 
Roberts presiding, and was addressed by Miss Emily 
Davies, Mr. E. H. Carbutt and others.

A meeting kindly arranged by Miss Reid and Miss Guinness 
at their studio near Brook Green, on April 6th, Mr. Thomas 
Webster in the chair, was addressed by Mrs. Beddoe, Miss 
Mordan, and Miss Abney Walker. (Clara) Lady Rayleigh 
issued invitations for April nth, at 90, Onslow Gardens, 
when Mrs. Ashworth Hallett, and Mrs. Fawcett, addressed 
a large audience, the Hon. Charles Strutt presiding.

The Committee desire heartily to thank these ladies for 
the valuable help they have rendered. There is reason to 
believe that such meetings may be of great service in induc
ing women, who have not before seriously considered the 
subject, to give it their attention and to form an opinion upon 
it, and it is hoped that further work in this direction will be 
undertaken during the ensuing year. Valuable assistance is 
also rendered in the form of contributions to the public press, 
either by letters to newspapers or articles in magazines.

Your Committee have published and widely circulated a 
leaflet by Miss Caroline Ashurst Biggs " A Letter from an 
Englishwoman to Englishwomen,” also a leaflet, entitled 
“Women’s Suffrage—Reasons for supporting the Bill.” 
They have also published a list of Parliamentary friends, 
reprinted and revised from the Women's Suffrage Journal.

Notwithstanding the uncertainty attending the Bill, 186 
Petitions, containing 5,169 signatures, were sent up by 
members and friends of the various Women’s Suffrage 
Societies throughout the country, and many persons wrote 
to Members of Parliament to beg their support.

A protest against Women’s Suffrage, signed by 104 
ladies, appeared in the Nineteenth Century for June. It 
seemed desirable that a counter-declaration on the part

9

of women who believe Women’s Suffrage to be beneficial 
to women and to the State should be published. An arrange
ment was made with the Editor of the Fortnightly Review for 
the publication of this declaration, which appears in the July 
number of that Review. A circular for the collection of 
names was prepared, to which, in a short time, over 2000 
signatures were received. The limitations of space made it 
impossible to print so many, it was therefore necessary to 
omit many valuable names, but the six hundred which are 
printed are representative of all classes of society and of 
nearly every section of women’s work.

In concluding their Report your Committee earnestly appeal 
to friends of Women’s Suffrage for active support in their 
effort to press the question to an issue during the life of the 
existing Parliament. As an actual majority of the members 
of the present House of Commons have declared themselves 
in favour of Women’s Suffrage, it is of vital importance to 
obtain a decisive division before the next general election. 
Your Committee will spare no effort to support the action of 
the Parliamentary leaders, and should they be fortunate 
enough to secure a favourable day for the Bill next session, 
there is every reason to hope that at the next Annual 
Meeting of the Society your Committee may have the satis
faction of recording a substantial measure of success.



Annual General Meeting of the Central Committee, held 
at Westminster Town Hall, July 9th, 1889.

The COUNTESS of PORTSMOUTH in the Chair.

The Report of the Executive Committee and Statement of 
Accounts were presented.

Resolution 1:
Moved by Sir Richard Temple, Bt., M.P.
Seconded by the Right Hon. Sir Wm. Marriott, M.P.
Supported by Miss Emily Davies.

That this Meeting adopt the Report and Financial Statement and 
direct that they be printed for circulation.

Resolution 2:
Moved by Captain Edwards-Heathcote, M.P.
Seconded by Sir John Puleston, M.P.
Supported by Miss I. M. S. Tod.

That in the opinion of this meeting the principle of Women’s 
Suffrage as now established by common and statute law for unmarried 
women and widows in local elections should be extended to Parlia
mentary elections, this meeting therefore respectfully request their 
Parliamentary friends to take steps for the re-introduction of the 
Parliamentary Franchise extension to Women Bill in its present form 
at the earliest period of the next session and pledge themselves to 
support such action by every means in their power.

Resolution 3:
Moved by the Hon. Mrs. Colborne.
Seconded by the Rev. J. Verschoyle.

That the Executive Committee for the ensuing year consist of the 
following persons, with power to add to their number, and of dele
gates of Associated Societies :—

Professor Adamson, Mrs. Ashford, Mrs. S. A. Barnett, Miss Becker, 
Miss C. A. Biggs, Miss Helen Blackburn, Miss Jessie Boucherett, 
Miss Frances Power Cobbe, Colonel Cotton, M.P., Miss Courtenay, 
The Right Hon. Leonard Courtney, M.P., Miss F. Davenport-Hill, 
Miss Emily Davies, Captain Edwards-Heathcote, M.P., Mrs. Henry 
Fawcett, Louisa, Lady Goldsmid, Mrs. Hallett, The Viscountess 
Harberton, Mrs. Haslam, Miss Mordan, T. W. Russell, Esq., M.P., 
Mrs. Stephen Spring-Rice, Mrs. Sterling, and Miss Tod.

Resolution 4:
Moved by Mrs. Byers.
Seconded by Miss Mordan.

That the best thanks of this Meeting be given to the Countess of 
Portsmouth for presiding on the present occasion.
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SUBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS.

£ s. d.
Dons.

£ S.
Sul

d.
os.

Agg-Gardner, J. T., Esq., M.P. ... e%• 2 0 0
Allen, Mrs. Joseph eee 1 1 0
Anderson, Mrs. Hall 1 1 0
Ashford, Mrs. 1 1 0
Ashmore, Mrs. ee• 1 1 0
Aylmer, Miss a . . 1 1 0
Atkinson, Mrs. Beavington ... o 15 0 0 5 0
Anderson, Miss • • • 0 2 6
Boucherett, Miss J. eee 10 0 0
Babb, Miss I 0 0 2 2 0
Babb, J. Staines, Esq. oe6 1 1 0
Biggs, Miss C. A. eee 2 2 0
Biggs, Miss Ashurst 2 0 0
Biggs, Miss Maude 1 1 0
Biggs, Miss K. 0 5 0
Bell, Miss I 0 0 1 1 0
Bowring, Lady — 2 0 0
Bush, The Misses 2 2 0
Bird, Miss Lucy * « . I 0 0 0 5 0
Busk, E. H., Esq., 1 1 0
Busk, Mrs. E. H. 1 1 0
Brocklehurst, Miss ... 1 0 0
Booth, Miss 1 0 0
Becker, Miss
Baxter, Mrs. Fleming

... I 0 0
1 0 0

Bloomfield, The Lady 
Brodhurst, Mrs.

X 0 0
1 0 0

Bostock, Miss x 0 0
Bell, Miss A. E. I 0 0
Brandreth, H. S., Esq. eee I 0 0
Bailey, Miss o 10 0 0 10 0
Bewicke, Mrs. o 10 0
Brown, Misses A. & E. L. oee 0 to 0
Baily, J. S., Esq. ) 0 2 6
Borchardt, Miss ee• 0 0
Burrough, Mrs. o 4 0

-
Baily, Mrs. Richard 0 2 6
Burt, Miss N. S. 0 2 6
Brander, Miss A. E. L. 0 2 6
Courtenay, Miss 25 0 0
Cobbe, Miss F. Power 5 5 0
Coleridge-Kennard, J., Esq. 5 5 0
Cross, Mrs. Joseph 2 2 0
Culme-Seymour, Mrs. 2 2 0

£ s. d. 
Dons.

£ s. d. 
Subs.

Cotton, Colonel M.P. & Mrs. E. Cotton ... 2 0 0
Cotton, Mrs. G. ••• ••• I I 0
Courtney, Rt. Hon. L., M.P. ... ... 100 100

-TOCrook, Mrs. ••• ••• --
Chamberlain, Mrs. I. V. ... ... 100 110
Clark, Mrs. Benjamin • • • ••• 1 1 •

0
Crowe, Miss • • • • • • I

Connah, Miss Jessie 
Coxhead, Miss ..

0100
0 10 0

Cooper, Miss L. 050 050
—neA

Charlesworth, Mr. & Mrs. • • • ••• 05°

Christison, Mrs. Robert ••• ••• 050
Cooper, Mrs. (Reigate) 050

~~6Crowder, Miss eee • • •
UA

Crous, Mrs. • •• 0 1 0

Dimsdale, Baron, M.P. . • • • 3 3 0
Davenport-Hill, The Misses 2 0 0 220

Tin
Davies, Miss Emily- • •• ••• I L •

T T Ci
Dunn, Miss • • • • • • --
Darwin, Mrs. Francis ••• ••• 100
Dublin Committee . eee

10 0
Debenham, Mrs. William ... ... 0 10 0
Davies, Mrs. 050
Donkin, Miss eee eee

050

Eccles, Miss 500
Eve, Mrs. ... ... 0 10 0
Eastwick-Field, Mrs. 050
Edwards-Jones, Mrs. e • • • 0 2 0
Eland, Miss 0 2 0

Fawcett, Mrs. H. ... ... 5 0 0
Fawcett, Miss eee

IOO
Ford, Miss I. O. . eee

2 2 0
Fitzgerald, Mrs. P. F. ... ... 100
Goldsmid, Louisa, Lady ... ... 10 10 0 2 2 0
Garrett, Miss Agnes eee eee

2 0 0
Grimshawe, Mrs. . eee

110
Gurney, Miss M. eee • • •

1 0 0
Gurney, Miss A. ••• ••• O IO O
Godsell, Miss ... ... 0 10 0
Grove, Miss . ese

0 10 0
Gonino, Miss . eee

0 7 0
Gordon, Miss , ... ... 050 g
Goff, Miss ... ... 0 2 0

Holland, Mrs. Charles ... 10 0 0 2 0 0
Holland, Miss Mabel] ... ... 5 0 0 2 0 0
Hodgson, Mrs. C. H. 9 9 0 330
Hallett, Mr. & Mrs. 500
Hill, the late Miss Katherine, per C. A. B. 5 0 0



Dons. Subs.
Harberton, The Viscountess ... ... 400 100
Hankey, Mrs. H. A. ... 220
Hare, Thomas, Esq. 1 . 1 0 1 1 o
Hampden, Miss 110
Hill, Mrs. Frank 11 0
Heath, Mrs. W. Bayly . ... 100
Higginson, Mrs. • • • 10 0
Hill, Frederick, Esq. • • • 100
Hallwright, Mrs. ■ •« b 5 0
Hamilton, Miss • • • 050
Hardcastle, Miss Ida 050
Hart, Miss M. H. ... 050
Hubbard, Mrs. 050
Hamley, Miss • • • 026
Heberden, Mrs. ■ > a 026
Hill, Miss Emily- • • • 026
Hunt, Mrs. • •• 026
Innes, Mrs. • • • 026
Johnson, Miss Agnes • • • 100
Johnson, Miss Lucy ... 100
Jex-Blake, Dr. Sophia ... 1 00
Jeffcock, Mrs. • • • 0 5 0
Jones, Miss H. M. • •• 050
Kensington, Miss • •• 0 10 0
Little, A. J., Esq. ... 2 0 0
Little, Mrs. A. J. ... 2 0 0
Lafone, A., Esq., M.P. eee 220
Light, Miss ... 110
Lecky, Mrs. W. E. H. 100
Lloyd, Miss ... . ■. 100
Lloyd, Mrs. ... , 0 10 0
Lindsay, Mrs. 050
Lister, Miss Emma ... 050
Lewin, Miss ... • • • 026
Luton Committee ... 0 18 6
Per Luton Committee :—

Mrs. Alford 030
Mrs. Bigg e•• 050
Miss Bigg eee 2 2 0
Mrs. Boutwood eeo 0 16
Mrs. Butcher eee 0 2 6
Michael Cook, Esq. • •6 0 5 0
Mrs. Thurnham ... ese 0 2 6
Mrs. F. B. Webb eee 0 2 6
John Webdale, Esq. 0 5 0
Mrs. Webster 0 5 0
P. Wootton, Esq. eee 0 2 6
Mrs. Henry Wright eee 0 5 0

Dons. Subs.

Mordan, Miss ••• 10 0 c 1 0 
T T

0
0McLaren, Mrs. Eva

Manning, Miss E. A: eae

X -

I I 0
Mylne, Mrs. eee IOC •
Mysue, Miss
Mylne, Mrs. E. H.

ee• IOC )
0 10 0

eee o r 0McKerlie, Miss • • • — 0
Mozley, H. N., Esq. • • • 0 5 <5

6
Marjorie, Sister ... u - 

P 6Moore, Miss Ogle ... O -

Newman, Professor F. W. • •• I 0 0 
—

Notcutt, Miss • •• 0 5 O 
£

Nash, Miss Janet eee 0 2
Nathan, Mrs. Henry- 0 2 0

Osborne, Miss eee 1 1 0
O’Connor, Miss 
Onley, Miss

ee•

eee

0 5
0 2

0
6

Pfeiffer, Mrs. ••• 5 0 0
Paley, Hon. Mrs. eve 2 2 0
Passmore, Edwards, Mr. & Mrs. eee 2 2 0
Peck, Mrs. F. • •• 1 0 0
Phillott, Mrs. eee 0 10 0
Phillott, Miss Constance • • • 0 5 0
Phillott, Miss Edith • • • 0 5 0
Percival, Mrs. ... 0 2 o

Ruth, Miss ... 2 0 0 10 0
Roberts, Sir Owen & Lady ■ • • 2 2 0
Rayleigh, Clara, Lady e•• 2 0 0
Russell, T. W. Esq., M.P. eee 1 0 0
Russell, Mrs. • • • 0 5 0
Russell, Miss . • • • 0 5 0
Robertson, Miss • •• 1 0 0
Reeves, Miss 0 10 0
Reeves, Miss (Tramore) ece 0 5 0
Rawlings, Mrs. eee 0 5 0 -
Rawlings, Miss eee 0 2 0

Reid, Miss ••• 0 2 > 0

Sterling, Mrs. ... eee 5 0 0 20 0
Stone, Miss eee 5 0 0 20 0
Strange, Miss L. G. ee• 5 0 0 11 0
Swanwick, Miss Anna eee 3 3 0
Sidgwick, Professor & Mrs. H. e•e 2 2 0
Shaen, Mrs. ese 1 1 0
Spottiswoode, The Misses es• 1 0 0
Sanderson, Mr. & Mrs. e•• 1 1 0
Spring-Rice, Mrs. S. eee 1 0 0
Sterling, Miss F. eee 1 0 0 05 0



Scholefield, Mrs.
Smith, Mrs. K. Howard 
Shaen, Miss 
Sales, Mrs.
Streatfield, Mrs.
Sims, Mrs.
Shaw, Mr. & Mrs. J. J. 
Swynnerton, Mrs.
Smith, Mrs. P. F. 
Stopes, Mrs.
Singleton, Mrs.
Scott, Mrs.
Sieveking, Miss E. W. 
Stewart, Mrs. Hinton 
Smallwood, Mr. E.
Thomas, Miss Eliza 
Taylor, Mrs. Thomas 
Taylor, Mrs. (Chipchase Castle) 
Tapson, Mrs.
Thomas, Mrs. Charles 
Tatlock, Miss
Temple, Sir R., BL, M.P.
Tod, Miss 
Thorne, Mrs. 
Tabor, Miss 
Turner, Mrs. J. W. 
Turner, Mrs. (Havant) 
Tasker, Mrs. ...
Tasker, Miss
Vincent, Maria, Lady 
Vansittart, Mrs. Robert 
Vernon, Miss
Wellesley, Mrs. Gerald 
Wilkinson, Mrs. Eason 
Wilkinson, Miss F. R. 
Wilkinson, Miss L. M.
Watt, Mrs. Hugh 
Walker, Miss Abney- 
Welsh, Miss (Girton College) ... 
Willert, Mrs.
Walker, Mrs. Ingram 
Wedgwood, Miss Julia 
Wintle, Colonel 
Wainwright, Miss 
Youngman, Miss S.
Zimmermann, Miss Agnes

% S. d. 
Dons.

Si s. d.
Subs.

• • • TOO
• • • IOO
• • • 110
• • • 10 0
• • • 0 10 6
... o io 6
... O 10 0
• • • 050
• • • 0 5 0
• • • 0 5 0
• • ■ 0 2 6
... 026
... 026
• • • 0 10
... 0 2 0

5 0 o
... 2 0 0 110

2 0 0
• • • 2 2 0
• • • IIO
eve 10 0

IOO
10 0
0 15 0 0 5 0

050
050

• • • 026
026
026

... 1 0 0
• • • 050
... 026

2 0 0
• • • 1 1 0
• • • 1 10
• •• 110
• •• 110
• •• 100
• •• 1 0 0
... TOO
• • • 0 10 0
• • • 0 To 0
686 0 10 0
eee 0 5 0
666 050
eee IIO

GENERAL
Agg -Gardner, J. T., Esq., M.P. 
Collings,. Jesse, Esq., M.P.
Cotton, Col. E., M.P.
Courtney, the Rt. Hon. Leonard, 

M.P.
Dimsdale, Baron, M.P.
Dunsany, Lord, M.P. 
Edwards-Heathcote, Capt., M.P.
Ewart, Sir Wm.. Bart., M.P. 
FitzGerald, R. U. Penrose, Esq., 

M.P.
Fitzwy gram, Lt.-Gen. Sir F .,M .P. 
Fowler, Sir R. N., Bt., M.P. 
Fry, Lewis, Esq., M.P. 
Hanbury-Tracy, Hon. F. S.,M.P. 
Hughes, Edwin, Esq., M.P.

Abbott, Rev. Edwin A., D.D. 
Adamson, Professor 
Anderson, Mrs. Garrett, M.D. 
Anstruther, Dowager Lady 
Ashford, Mrs. (Birmingham) 
Babb, Miss C. E. 
Balfour, Eustace, Esq. 
Balfour, The Lady Frances 
Barnett, Mrs. S. A. 
Beddoe, John, Esq., M.D., F.R.S.
Beddoe, Mrs. (Clifton)
Becker, Miss
Bell, Miss Elizabeth 
Bell, Miss A. E.
Bigg, Miss Louisa, (Luton) 
Biggs, Miss Caroline A.
Biggs, Miss Ashurst 
Blackburn, Miss Helen 
Bostock, Miss 
Boucherett, Miss (Willingham) 
Boucherett, Miss Jessie 
Bowring, Lady (Exeter) 
Brodie-Hall, Miss L. W. (East- 

bourne) 
Buchan, Dowager Countess of 
Burrough, Mrs. (Eaton Bishop) 
Byers, Mrs. (Belfast) 
Chamberlain, V.I., Esq. 
Chamberlain, Mrs. V. I. 
Champneys, Basil, Esq.
Clark, Mrs. Benjamin 
Clough, Miss A. J. (Newnham 

College)

COMMITTEE.
Johnston, Wm., Esq., M.P. 
Kenyon, Hon. Geo., M.P. 
Lafone, Alfred, Esq., M.P. 
Laurie, Col,, M.P. 
Lethbridge, Sir Roper, M.P. 
Long, W. H., Esq., M.P. 
Maclure, J. W., Esq., M.P. 
McLagan, Peter, Esq., M.P. 
McLaren, Walter, Esq., M.P. 
Puleston, Sir J.H., M.P. 
Rollit, Sir A. K., M.P.
Round, James, Esq., M.P. 
Russell, T. W., Esq., M.P.
Temple, Sir Richard, Bt., M.P 
Wright, H. Smith, Esq., M.P.

Cobbe, Miss F. Power
Colborne, The Hon. Mrs. 
Colville, Col.
Cooper, Miss Laura
Cotton, Mrs. Edward 
Courtauld, Geo., Esq. 
Courtenay, Miss 
Crook, Mrs. (Bolton) 
Cross, Mrs. Joseph (Bolton)
Darwin, Mrs. Francis 
Davenport-Hill, Miss 
Davenport-Hill, Miss F. 
Davies, Rev. Llewelyn 
Davies, Miss Emily 
Donkin, Miss
Drew, Miss Catherine
Dunbar, Dr. Eliza W. (Bristol)
Dunn, T. W., Esq., M.A., (Bath

College)
Eastwick-Field, Mrs.
Eccles, Miss 
Edwards, Miss Amelia B. 
Eiloart, Mrs.
Ellaby, Miss, M.D.
Ellis, Miss 
Ewart, Lady 
Fawcett, Mrs. Henry 
FitzGerald, Mrs. Penrose 
FitzGerald, Miss Geraldine 

Penrose
FitzGerald, Miss (Valencia 

Island)
FitzGerald, Mrs. Robert (Tralee)
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Ford, Miss Isabella O. 
Forsyth, W., Esq., Q.C.
Forsyth, Miss Ethel 
Garrett, Miss Agnes 
Green, Rev. Charles (Beckenham) 
Gurney, Miss Mary 
Goldsmid, Louisa, Lady 
Hallett, Mrs. Ashworth 
Hallett, T. G. P., Esq.
Hamilton, Mrs. (Bray, Dublin) 
Hamilton, Miss Mary- 
Hankey, Mrs. H. A.
Harberton, Viscount 
Harberton, Viscountess 
Harcourt, A. Vernon, Esq,

(Oxford) 
Hare, Thos., Esq. 
Hart, Miss Mary H. 
Haslam, Mrs. (Dublin) 
Heath, Mrs. W. Bayly 
Herringham, Mrs. Wilmot 
Hill, Frederic, Esq. 
Hill, Mrs. Frank 
Holland, Mrs. Charles 
Hubbard, Miss L. M. 
Hunter, R., Esq. 
Hunter, Mrs. R. 
Jex Blake, Dr. Sophia 
Jones, Miss H. M. (Notting

High School) 
Kennard, J. Coleridge, Esq.. 
Kensington, Miss 
Kinnear, J. Boyd, Esq. 
Kinnear, Mrs. J. Boyd 
Knightley, Lady 
Lambert, Rev. Brooke 
Lecky, Mrs. W. E. H. 
Lethbridge, Lady

Hill

Lister, Miss Emma (Hampstead) 
Lynd, The Rev.' R. I., D.D. 

(Moderator, Irish {Presby- 
terian Church)

McLaren, Mrs. Eva
Manning, Miss E. Adelaide 
Marshall, Mrs. Mary, M.D. 
Marshall, Mrs. Emma
Marshall, Mrs. Stephen (Amble

side
Meath, The Countess of
Mele Barese, Princess
Mordan, Miss 
Mylne, Mrs.

Mylne, Mrs. Eltham 
Newman, Prof, F. W. 
Parry, Lady Maude 
Percival, Rev. J., D.D. (Rugby-

School)
Pfeiffer, Mrs. Emily 
Passmore-Edwards, J., Esq.
Portsmouth, The Countess of 
Prideaux, Miss S.
Rayleigh, Clara, Lady- 
Reeves, Miss
Reeves, Miss (Tramore) 
Ridley, Miss
Roberts, Sir Owen, F.S.A.
Roberts, Lady
Roberts, Miss Dorothea 
Robertson, Miss 
Russell, Mrs. T. W.
Sanderson, J. S., Esq., (Chisle- 

hurst)
Sawyer, Lady 
Scholefield, Mrs.
Severne, Mrs. (Shrewsbury) 
Shaen, Mrs.
Sidgwick, Prof. Henry, D.Litt.
Sidgwick, Mrs. Henry 
Spring Rice, Mrs. Stephen 
Still, Major-Gen. (Clifton) 
Sturge, Miss Emily (Bristol) 
Sturge, Miss M. C.
Sterling, Mrs.
Stone, Miss
Swan-Mller, E. B., Esq., M.A. 

(Manchester)
Swanwick, Miss Anna 
Tabor, Miss M. C.
Taylor, Mrs. (Chipchase Castle) 
Taylor, Mrs. Thos 
Taylour, Miss Janet 
Thomas, Mrs. Charles (Bristol) 
Thorne, Mrs. (Lewes) 
Tod, Miss (Belfast) 
Turner, Mrs. Hugh Thackeray 
Twining, Miss Louisa 
Vincent, Maria, Lady 
Ward, Mrs. E. M.
Wedgwood, Miss Julia 
Welsh, Miss (Girton College) 
Wilkinson, Mrs. Eason 
Wilkinson, Miss 
Wilkinson, Miss L. M. 
Wilks, Mark, Esq.

NATIONAL SOCIETY FOR WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE.
Central Committee.

The object of the Society is to obtain the Parliamentary Franchise 
for Women on the same conditions as it is, or may be granted to 
men.

The Society seeks to achieve this object—

1.

2.

3.

By acting as a centre for the collection and diffusion of 
information with regard to the progress of the movement 
in all parts of the country.

By holding Public Meetings in support of the repeal of the 
Electoral Disabilities of women.

By the publication of Pamphlets, Leaflets, and other 
Literature bearing upon the question.

RULES.

Passed at the General Meeting of the Central Committee 
and Subscribers to its Funds, held July 17th, 1872.

I. The Central Committee shall consist of the present members, 
and such others as the Executive Committee may, from time to time, 
elect.

2. The Executive Committee shall consist of members of the 
Central Committee, to be elected at the Annual General Meeting, 
and of single delegates, the same being members of Local Com- 
mittees, appointed by Local Associations to represent them ; the 
Executive Committee having power to add to the Central Committee, 
and to its own number, and to appoint the Officers.

3. A subscription of any amount constitutes membership of the 
National Society.

4. A General Meeting of the Central Committee shall be held once 
a year to appoint the Executive Committee, to receive the Annual 
Report and the Financial Statement and to transact any other 
business which may arise.

5. The Executive Committee shall, at its first meeting, appoint the 
Officers.

6. A Special General Meeting may be called by the Executive 
Committee at any time; or, at the written request of not less than 
twenty-five members of the Central Committee the Secretary or 
Secretaries shall call a Special General Meeting to discuss such 
matters only as are mentioned in the notice of such meeting.

7. Eight days’ public notice shall be given of all General Meetings.
8. The above Rules shall not be altered except at a General 

Meeting, after fourteen days’ notice of the proposed alteration 
given to the Executive Committee.

I*
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PUBLICATIONS ISSUED BY THE CENTRAL

COMMITTEE.

COUNTESS OF PORTSMOUTH

AT THE

Annual Meeting of the Central Committee 
op the National Society for Women’s Suffrage,

10, Great College Street, Westminster.

A List of Parliamentary Friends of Women’s Suffrage, 
reprinted from the Women's Suffrage Journal. Price id.

Declaration in Favour of Women’s Suffrage, being a 
complete list of the signatures received atpo, Great 
College Street, Westminster. Price 2d;

Opinions of Conservative Leaders. Leaflet 1/6 per 100.

Women’s Suffrage. Reasons for supporting the Extension 
of the Franchise. 1/- per 100.

Speech of the Countess of Portsmouth at the Annual 
Meeting, July gth, 1889. Price Id.

The Countess of Portsmouth said : Presiding as I 
have the honour to do at your annual meeting this day, I 
should not fail to remember that it is my duty to call upon 
others to address you, whom you will hear with pleasure 
and profit, and not to try to impose upon the meeting my 
own views at any length. And yet, by your kind indulgence, 
I should like to say something about the most recent 
procedure in the controversy upon women’s suffrage—I 
refer to the appeal which has lately appeared in one of 
the periodicals against the extension of the suffrage to 
women, an appeal to which are appended many feminine 
signatures. It is not the argument contained in that 
appeal upon which I would enter at all, but rather upon 
what appears to me a particular aspect which it would 
bear.

When I heard that there was such an appeal it seemed 
to me that a new departure had been begun, one which I 
was assured all the women on our side of the question 
would regard with considerable gravity as coming from other 
women, and one to which we would give, if grave
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still respectful consideration, 
are many arguments which 
upon, I am ready to confess, 

In the appeal itself there 
I will not specially touch 
frankly, that I should have

liked to have seen such a goodly array of honour
able and respected names cast conscientiously and 
cordially into the scale with us, instead of into that 
apparently against us. I use the word " apparently ” 
with some intention, for after reading and studying the 
appeal itself with a good deal of care, I came to the con
clusion that it was destined to afford another illustration of 
the truth of the adage which says, 11 Allthings come to 
him who knows how to wait. (Applause.) Certainly, you
on this side know how to wait. There are veterans in 
your ranks, men and women who have waited a great 
many years, are still waiting, and are prepared to wait 
a great deal longer yet without lowering their colours 
or forsaking their post. We all know that a cause which 
will not bear waiting, is a 
debating. (Hear, hear, and 
thought too strong a thing 
is no knowledge in life, not

cause which will not stand 
laughter.) Though it may be 
to say, I believe that there 
only so important, but which 

s
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bears the fruit of so much success, as the knowledge of how 
to wait. We have only to maintain and profit by this 
knowledge of patient waiting, fair, faithful, vigilant waiting, 
we have only to remain firm in the position we now hold 
in thought and debate on the matter, and those feminine 
opponents whom we would like to have on our side, 
and all who argue on the same lines, will come over to 
us. They are bound to do so, because they are on the 
same road. They have made a great deal of progress, 
and their progress means nothing more or less than the 
attainment of their present standpoint—the standpoint of the 
advocates of women’s suffrage.

When I first heard of the appeal, and before reading it, 
I felt certain of finding in it what would surely have been 
found in any such appeal twenty or thirty years ago. I

y1. • Arais 
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was convinced I should find a narrow definition—within 
hard and fast lines—of a woman’s duty, rights and privileges, 
and that I should sooner or later, in that appeal come across 
some severe denunciation of the principles by which, in the 
last few years, women have been invited to take a prominent 
part and have come forward and taken a prominent part in 
national work and national life and, through the medium of 
different organisations, most distinctly in political work. I 
thought I should find expressed regret, even strong regret, at 
the very much higher, wider, more liberal-minded and varied 
education which young women are now receiving in every 
part of the kingdom than formerly. Lastly, remembering 
what was written twenty or thirty years ago, one might 
expect some expression of opinion that politics were entirely 
unfitted to have any place or part in woman’s mind; that 
politics were wholly beyond and without her sphere, and 
that the “undersigned” would not imperil their womanliness 
by entering upon politics at all, either practical or specula
tive, either with the pen or voice.

. But in the year of grace 1889, and in the nineteenth 
century, the “undersigned” are themselves much too 
highly. educated for this. . They are too cultured, too 
liberal-minded, far too deeply imbued with the spirit of the 
age;to entertain any idea of this sort, or to make any 
declaration of the kind. Where one looked for narrowness 
one found width ; where one expected the severest denuncia- 
tion was found, on the one hand, very decided approval, and, 
on the other hand, absolute silence. Where one expected to 
find regret, there was welcome and rejoicing, and, from the 
beginning of the appeal to the end, there is the strongest 
evidence that the " undersigned ” think a great deal about 
politics, and express decided, opinions about political 
matters. (Applause.) If you will recall the appeal to 
.mind, you will remember that, after it is said that 
all questions of finance and commerce, of foreign and colonial 
policy, of grave constitutional change, are unfitted for women 

|



to decide so far as a vote goes, we are told that the 
question of women’s suffrage is not yet ripe for legislative 
solution; and, farther on, it is said that party considera
tions are always of a temporary nature; that great 
electoral changes have been made, that large masses have 
been added to the constituency, that the new element must 
be assimilated, and that the new voter must be trained to 
national work. Then the different component parts of the 
State proper are discussed, and the State whose aspect is 
financial, military, and administrative is decided to rest 
upon force. The very last words of the protest, which I 
look upon as a kind of summing up of the appeal, speak of 
ths mischief which would be done to the State by granting 
women’s suffrage. If it had been possible for such an appeal 
to have appeared in the beginning or the middle of the last 
century, no doubt it would have borne one of those quaint 
titles by which authors sought in those days to attract the 
public reader to any new treatise or pamphlet. It might 
now be described as " An appeal against political rights 
for women made by women on political grounds.” 
(Laughter.)

I am inclined to think that, whenever we wish to 
present or to form a sound doctrine upon relative sub
jects, we must do exactly as if we desired to solve 
correctly a problem in Euclid; we must remember the 
axiom that things equal to the same thing are equal to 
one another. And, though I would be the first to declare 
that the appeal contains eloquence, sentiment, and thought, 
yet it is in its nature illogical. Because I hold it to be 
illogical, I believe our cause has received at its hands 
the thrust only of a friendly and guarded foil, and not the 
deadly thrust of naked steel. The appeal itself is followed 
by a few sentences from the pen of the able and popular 
editor of the periodical in which it appeared. While unable 
to share the views of my old friend, Mr. Knowles, I can 
in a peculiar degree sympathise with his alarm that women’s 

suffrage might invade the sanctity or, as he calls it, the 
tranquillity of home life.

The zeal of converts is, as you know, proverbial. I 
was a convert to this cause, but of my zeal will say 
nothing at all. I wish to defend myself from the short- 
ness of memory proverbial of converts. When obliged 
to surrender the opinions I formerly held against women’s 
suffrage, I retained all the prejudices which generally 
accompany those opinions with unabated strength. I 
looked forward with a great deal of apprehension to the first 
meeting on the question which I attended—a private 
meeting held in a private house where I came in contact 
with women who were supporters of the cause. I thought, 
in my ignorance, that good sense and good taste would be 
outraged, and that I should be called upon to experience 
that pang which, though it might be short, is one of the 
sharpest men or women could endure—the pang that follows 
a severance even for a little time of one’s sympathy from 
one’s opinion. But I soon found that my fears were 
groundless. I found a number of women—young, middle- 
aged, old, married, and unmarried—of different fortunes and 
different education; but there was nothing dangerous, 
nothing alarming, in any of them. They were quiet in 
manner even to gentleness, though their perception was keen 
and clear enough upon the subject which had brought 
them together. Most of them belonged to the middle class 
and had suffered inconvenience—some of them at least—by 
the disability which the law imposed upon them. Their per
ception was keen and clear upon the subject of women’s 
suffrage; but their advocacy of it had in no way impaired 
their common sense or general intelligence. Upon inquiry 
there was not the slightest reason to believe that those 
women could not have produced records of domestic life as 
happy, as tender, as devoted, as useful as any other women 
in the world. (Applause.)

I do not mean to say that on the question of women’s
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suffrage as on every other question there have not been 
women who have written or spoken with violence or extrava
gance, women upon whom the saving grace of common sense 
has not yet descended, persons who have the misfortune to 
espouse a cause, and by their indiscretion and violence serve 
the other side. We know since the world began that there 
has never been a religious sect or political party which has 
not included members who did it more harm than good, but 
neither men nor women have possessed a monopoly of hot

7

continuance unless it rests upon the foundation of truthful-
ness and of courage. (Applause.) Power by indirect means
may be able to assume great proportions and be beneficent, 
but it is often destitute of these qualities. Direct power 
can always be tested for and by these qualities. In a word 
direct power is responsible power, which indirect can 
never be,

tempers and weak brains. (Laughter.) If it were just
possible to imagine that women .could never and had never 
committed a breach'of the common law of human nature, that 
they had always formed opinions with deliberation, expressed 
them with calmness, and carried them out with unvarying 
self-control and wisdom, why you would not be here nor 
would I be here to consider the extension of the suffrage 
to women, but we would be present, or ought to be present, 
seriously to consider whether the suffrage should not be
confined to women. (Laughter.) There is a keynote of
alarm running through all the appeal in the Nineteenth Century, 
from beginning to end, that, in giving the suffrage to 
women,, they would give them direct political power. I 
have always thought, and think still, that the term " direct 
power ” is not synonymous with greater power, and that it 
may even signify curtailed power. The pages of history 
teach us, and close observation confirms it, that women 
by indirect means have constantly been able to acquire 
very great political power, and that they now at times 
_ not so rarely as one might think—rule where men
only reign. I believe that direct power is good,
because its cause is simpler to trace ; and, I think, in 
the long run we shall always find its effects nobler. I 
am quite certain that direct power, conscientiously exercised, 
has more ennobling effects upon those who possess it. 
The superstructure of all character and ability whether in 
man or woman, can never be guaranteed for safety and Women’s Printing SOCIETY, Limited, 21b, Great College Street, Westminster s.W
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DECLARATION

IN FAVOUR OF

WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE,

BEING THE

SIGNATURES RECEIVED AT THE OFFICE OF THE 

CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE NATIONAL 

SOCIETY FOR WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE, 

10, GREAT COLLEGE STREET, 

WESTMINSTER.



It has been thought desirable to publish, for the use of those 
interested in the Women’s Suffrage Movement, a full list of the 
names of ladies received at this office, to a declaration in favour of 
the extension of the Parliamentary Suffrage to Women. This De
claration was called forth by an appeal against Women’s Suffrage 
which appeared in one of the monthly reviews. The reply, which was 
published in the "Fortnightly Review” for July, 1889, was supported 
by more than 2,000 ladies, but, owing to exigencies of space, only 
about 600 names could be printed. The complete list of signatures 
sent in to this Society is now given, including some which have been 
received since the publication in the " Fortnightly Review.”

For the convenience of readers the names are classified as 
follows:—

1. General List.
2. Wives of Clergymen and Church Dignitaries.
3. Poor-law Guardians and Members of School Boards and 

Schools and others engaged in Teaching.
4. Education: Founders and Officers of Colleges, Graduates 

and Degree-Certificated Students, Local Secretaries.
5. Registered Medical' Practitioners, Medical 'Students, &c,
6. Workers in Social and Philanthropic Movements.
7. Authors and Journalists.
8. Artists and Musicians.
9. Women engaged in business.

10, Landowners.

National Society for Women’s Suffrage,
Central Committee, 10, Great College Street, 

Westminster, August 1st, 1889.

The undersigned, desire to express their approval of the proposed 
extension of the Parliamentary Franchise to Women, which they believe 
would be beneficial both to them and. to the State:—

The Dowager Marchioness of Huntly 
The Lady Frances Balfour 
The Dowager Countess of Shrewsbury 
The Countess of Carlisle 
The Countess of Portsmouth
The Countess of Mar 
The Dowager Countess of Buchan 
The Countess of Meath.
The Countess of Camperdown
The Lady Maud Wolmer 
The Viscountess Harberton 
The Lady Dorothy Nevill
The Lady Maud Parry 
The Lady Agatha Russell 
The Lady Rachel Howard 
Clara, Lady Rayleigh.
The Lady Rayleigh
Margaret, Lady Sandhurst 
The Lady Mount Temple 
The Hon. Frances M. Drummond
The Hon. Mrs. Douglas Jones
The Hon. Mrs. Arthur Pelham
The Hon. Mrs. Paley
TheHon. Mrs. Vernon
The Hon. Lady Grey Egerton
The Hon. Mrs. A. T. Lyttelton
The Hon. Mrs. Edward Pereira
The Hon. Mrs. Arthur C. C. Plunket
The Hon. Mrs. Spring Rice
The Hon. Mrs. Gambier Parry
The Hon. Mrs. Colborne, Directress of

Needlework Department, Whitehall
The Hon. Mrs. Edward Lyttelton
Lady Trelawny, Trelawne 
Lady Bowyer

: Lady Knightley 
Louisa, Lady Goldsmid 
The Dowager Lady Waldie Griffith

■ Lady Jackson
Lady Colthurst
Lady Montagu-Pollock , 
The Dowager Lady Le Marchant 
Lady Matheson, Achanay and the Lews. 
Lady Wilson, Cambridge 
Lady Ewart
The Dowager Lady FitzGerald, Valencia 

? Island 
i Lady Bowring

Lady Carrington
Lady Cooper 
Lady Cumming, wife of Admiral Sir 

A. Cumming, K.O.B.
Lady Kirk
Lady Lethbridge
Lady Lockhart
Lady McKerlie
Lady Phear 
Lady Roberts, Westbourne Terrace 
Lady Sawyer, Birmingham

Mrs. Adams, The Observatory, Cambridge
Miss A. Albright, Birmingham •
Miss Arnold, Oxford
Mrs. Ashford, Bromsgrove
Mrs. H. 0. Arnold-Forster
Miss Austen Leigh
Mrs. Henry Adair, Oxford
Beatrice Adair, Oxford
Helen Adair, Oxford
Miss Mary Gray Allen, Londonderry
Mrs. J. H. Allen
M. A. Allpress, Reigate
Mrs. Hall Anderson
Miss Anderson
Marian Andrews, Belfast
Mrs. Armstrong, Sheffield Gardens
Miss Emma Avery, Reigate
Mrs. Fosse Andrew, Truro
Miss Isabel Andrews, Edinburgh
Mrs. Alexander, Girvan
Lucy Atkinson 
Mrs. Alston.

Miss Balfour, Carlton Gardens
Mrs. Bateson, Cambridge
Mrs. Eliz. Stuart Blackie, Edinburgh
Miss Julia Boyd, Moor House Court, 

Durham
Miss Edith. Brooke, Honley
Miss Octavia Brooke, Huddersfield
Mrs. Maurice Brooks, Dublin
Mrs. F. A. Blades, Shenston Lodge, Bedford
Miss Ashurst Biggs
Miss Lucy Bird
Miss Louisa Bigg, Luton
Mrs. Braysher, Westbury-on-Trym
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Mrs. Benham, Colchester
Mrs. Stewart-Brown, Liverpool
Mrs. Burn, Cambridge
Mrs. Bruce, Hyde Park Square 
Mrs. S. Budgett, Bristol
Miss Helena Born, Bristol
Mrs. Biddle, Wotton-under-Edge
Mrs. Louisa Blacker
Mary Backhouse, York 
Mary L. Backhouse, York 
Agnes C. Bacon, Brighton 
E. Bailbache, Hornsey- 
Mrs. J. S. Baily, Birmingham
Mrs. Lewis Balfour, Hanover Terrace 
Miss K. Balfour, Bromley 
Mary E. Balfour, Bruntsfield Crescent, 

Edinburgh
Mrs. T. Calverley Bewicke
Miss Katherine H. Bradley- 
Mrs. Beale, Phillimore Gardens
Mrs. Barber
Mrs. Barnett, Fopstone Road
Mrs Baxter, Reigate
Miss Adelaide Baxter, Reigate
Miss Ethel Baxter, Reigate
Miss Ellen S. Baxter, Reigate
Mrs. Fleming Baxter
Miss B. Bear
Miss Beddoe, Clifton
Miss E. A. Becker, Ryde, Isle of Wight 
Miss Emma C. Beilby, Slateford, N.B.
D. Bennett, St. Asaph.
M. E. Bennett, St. Asaph
E. Bennett, St. Asaph.
Mrs. Nevitt Bennett
Miss C. Birrell, Cupar
Mrs. Bishop, Llandovery
Mrs. W. Bleackley, Prestwich 
Margaret Booth, Burnham Gore 
Mrs. Bradford, Llandrindod 
Miss Bragg, Plymouth.
Mrs. F. D. Bridges, Gillingham
Mrs. Brimmell
Mrs. Brine, Teignmouth
Mrs. Brook, Harewood, Meltham
Mrs. Brook, Bexhill
Mrs. Alfred Brown, Canfield Gardens
Emily Brownfield, Winchester
Miss Emily Bruce, Hyde Park Square
Miss Kathleen Burke
Mrs. F. G. Byles, Shipley-
Miss Barclay, Falmouth.
Mrs. Barrett, Moreton, Taunton
Eliza Brewin, Cirencester
Miss Bullock, Palace Gardens Terrace
Mrs. Blenny, St. Mary, Truro
Mrs. H. Barrett, Truro
Mrs.Blackborne, Upper Norwood

Miss Lucy Black
Esther Blakey, Halifax
Mary Beale
S. A. Bell, Upper Norwood
Mrs. Bartleet, Egbaston
Mrs. S. E. Bowley, Lee
Mrs. Brewster, Henfield
Eleanor Briggs
Sarah Bangden, Barnet
Mrs. Robert Banner
Mrs. Mary Brown, Burnley
Mrs. Llewellyn-Baird, Edinburgh
Alice Boyd, Penkil Castle
Mrs. Beck, Isleworth
Misses Ellen and Edith Beck
Ann Barton, West Manse, Darwen
E. S. Burman
E. A. Bowring, Hampstead

Mrs. W. S. Caine
Mrs. Edward Caird, the University, Glasgow 
Mrs. Russell Lant Carpenter, Bridport
Mrs. W. S. Clark, Street, Somerset
Mrs. Colby, widow of General Colby, R.E.
Miss Courtenay, Brompton Square 
Mrs. Cairnes
Miss Caroline Cust
Mrs. Edward Carbutt, Hyde Park Gardens 
Mrs. Edward Cotton, Reaseheath Hall
Mrs. Leonard Courtney
Mrs. Jenkyn Brown, Birmingham
Mrs. Crosskey, Birmingham
Miss Agnes Craig, Edinburgh
Miss Courtney, Penzance
Mrs. Culme Seymour
Mrs. Courtenay Scott
Mrs. Basil Champneys
Mrs. Cumming, Foston Hall
Mrs. Henry Conant, Puckrup Hall, Tewkes

bury-
Miss Mary Cartwright
Lucy Cambridge, Croydon
Mrs. Cape, Dalston
Henrietta Carey, Nottingham
Mrs. V. I. Chamberlain
Miss Evelyn Chambers, York 
Isabel S. Chalmers, Slateford
Mrs. Chaning-Pearce, Ramsgate 
Phillis Chanter, Wotton-under-Edge
Miss Charlton, Hesleyside
Mrs. Cheesman, Buckingham
Miss Chickail, Kelvedon
Miss C. Chickall, Kelvedon.
Miss Child, Wotton-under-Edge
Mrs. C. Clarke, Addison Road
Mrs. C. Clothier, Street, Somerset
Miss 0. B. Clothier, Street, Somerset
Mrs. M. A. Clarke, Headington

kiss M E. B. Glarke, Headington
I Mrs. H. Cowen, Upper Phillimore Place
I Jane M. Cole, Bath

Mrs. Emma Cooper, Colville Gardens 
Mrs. Herbert Cowell,
C. A. M. Cotterell, York

-

Mrs. Costelloe
A. J. Cook, Hadley 
Annette Cowan, Southsea

j Mrs. E. Condy, Folkestone
I E. J. Condy, Folkestone
I Mrs. F. A. Cooke, Donnybrook
I Miss Agnes Cooke
I Harriet Cooke
I Miss H. Clemens, Truro
I Miss Ellen Cons
I Mrs. J. Crook, Bolton
I Miss Crosland, Worcester
I J. L. Cumming, Ambleside
I E. C. Cunningham, Dublin

Mrs. Campbell, Kelvedon
1 May H. Carson, Dublin
I Catherine Cope

Mrs. Carmichael, Liverpool
Sabrina Chaplin
Richarda Christy, Chelmsford 
Charlotte Christy, Chelmsford
Mrs. Campbell, College for the Blind, 
| Upper Norwood
Charlotte Cooper, Manchester
Bliss Edith Cooper
Miss Amy K. Cooper
Hannah Crawford, Newcastle-on-Tyne
Miss Sibella Crawford.
Caroline Cornwell, Chiltern Green, Bedford
Sara Carr
Miss Carson, Girvan
Miss Clachar, Girvan

Mrs. R,. W. Dale, Birmingham
Mrs. Francis Darwin, Cambridge
Mrs. George Dawson, Birmingham

I Mrs. Dent, Sudeley Castle
Mrs. Davis, wife of General Davis, Clifton
Mrs. Duthie, Aberdeen
Mrs. Augustus de Morgan
Mrs. Arthur Dixon, Birmingham
Mrs. Dawkins, Egginton House, Berks.
Miss W. M. Dalziel, Glenluce, N.B.
Emma Dearman, Brookside, Sale
Mary A. Dicksee
Margaret Dickson, Gordon Square
Mrs. Diplock, Falmouth
Mary Elizabeth Doewra, Greys, Kelvedon
E.L Douglas, Kirkaldy, N.B.

■ Miss Alice Dowson, The Park, Nottingham
■ Miss E. B. Drewry
I Mrs. Drinkwater, Cheyne Gardens

Miss Mary Duer, Esher
Miss Sarah Catherine Duer, Esher
Mrs. and Miss, Dymond Enfield
Mrs. Day, The Laurels, Highbury Park
Miss Leslie Dobie
Mrs. C. Du Port
Jane Davies, Craven Street
Jane Israel Davies, Bromley-
Miss Jane Davison
P. M. Darton
Ellen Dodd

Mrs. Earp, Melbourne, Derby
Mrs. Edwards-Heathcote, Apedale Hall
Misses Elder, Campden House
Mrs. H. W. Eve
Mrs. Fred Eastwood, Huddersfield
Miss C. Eastwood.
Mrs, Eccles, Cambridge
Miss Eccles, Dean’s Yard, Westminster
Emily E. Edgar, Stoke Pogis
Mrs. Joseph Edmondson, Halifax
Marian Ellis, Leicester
Agnes E. Ellis, Leicester
Anna Ely, Croydon
Emilie Ely, Croydon
Miss Estlin, Clifton
Constance H. Evans, Reigate
Mrs. and Miss Evers, Kelvedon
Miss Ethel G. Everest
Mrs. Edith Evans, Oxford
Charlotte Elsdon
Mary Elmslie, Liverpool

Mrs. Ferrers, Caius College Lodge, Cam
bridge

Mrs. R. U. Penrose FitzGerald,
Mrs. Robert FitzGerald, Tralee
Miss FitzGerald, Valencia Island 
Gertrude Ferabee, Brimscombe, Gloucester
Elizabeth Findlay, Glasgow
Mrs. Flower, Stratford-on-Avon
Isabella 0. Ford, Adel Grange, Leed 
Elizabeth, Helen Ford, Adel Grange, Leeds
Sophia L. Forrest, Oxton
Miss Fox
Emma A. Frampton
Fanny G. Frampton
Sarah M. Fryer, Wilmslow
Anne M. Fenwick, Oxford
Emma Garrett Fisher, Edinburgh
Mrs. Fullerton, Edinburgh.
Charlotte Foster
Mrs. Farmer, Alexandra Park, Notts.
Mrs. Farmer, Gainsboro’
Mrs. Fraser, Lee
Mrs. Fennell
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Miss Florence Fielding, Bradford 
Cecilia Francis
Miss Fenton

Mrs. G. S, Gibb, Heworth, York
Mrs. J. G. Grenfell
Misses Gambier Parry
Mrs. N. Garrett, Aldeburgh
Mary Priscilla Greg, Macclesfield
Mrs. Archer Gurney
Miss Amelia Gurney
Miss Galloway, Kensington
Mrs. Gen man. Sevenoaks
Mrs. Gillett, Stratford-on-Avon
M. S. Gilliland, Londonderry
Mrs. Ginsburg, Virginia Water 
"Mrs. Grant, Gloucester Square 
Miss A. J. Goold, Athea
Miss Alice T. Glyde, Shipley 
Sarah A. Gostling
Miss Gonino
Miss Elizabeth. Gordon, Upper Baker St.
Charlotte Gower, West Brighton 
Alice Gower
Jessie T. Grieg, Glasgow
Miss Guildford, Nottingham
E. K. Guthrie, Ambleside
Miss Isabel Gwynne
Miss H. E. Gilbody, Blackheath
Edith. Goldingham
Beatrice Goldingham
M. K, Gilliland, Darwen
Miss Ellen Gibson
Bertha M. Gardiner, Bromley 
Miss Lucy Goodenough.
Mrs. Glendinning, Girvan

Mrs. Rowan Hamilton, Shanganagh Castle
Mrs. Ashworth. Hallett, Bath
Miss Hampden
Mrs. Thomas Hare, Gosbury Hill
Mrs. W. Haslam, Bolton-le-Moors
Mrs. Wilmot Herringham
Mrs. Frank Hill
Miss Joanna Hill
Mrs. Birkbeck Hill, Oxford
Mrs. Luther Holden, Ipswich.
Mrs. Jonathan Hogg, Dublin
Mrs. Charles Holland and Miss Holland
Mrs. John Hollond
Mrs. F. Huddleston, Cambridge
Misses Hornby, Shrewsbury
Mrs. Hoskins, King Ina’s Palace, Petherton
Mrs. John Hullah
Mrs. Edward Huth, Huddersfield
Mrs. Arthur E. Haigh, Oxford
Emily and Louisa Haigh, Bath
M. A. Haines, Barnet

Mrs. Haines, Melbourne
Miss Alice M. Haines, Melbourne
Miss Jane C. Haines, Melbourne, Derby-
Mrs. Archer Hind, Cambridge
Mrs. Hale, Stoke Bishop, Bristol
Mrs. Harker, Dalston
Mrs. Henry Harrison, Chester Place, N.W.
E. Beatrice Harrison, Chester Place, N,W.
Mrs. Harrison, Vernon Terrace, Reigate
F. J. Heaton, Belvedere
Miss H. B. Heyn, Belfast
Miss E. M. Heyn, Belfast
Miss Marie Heyn, Belfast 
Mrs. Higginson, Bromley
Mrs. Hill, Wandsworth
Mrs. C. H. Hodgson, Belgrave Road
Mrs. W. B. Hodgson, Edinburgh
Mrs. Hollins, Pleasley Vale
Mrs. Hook-Watson, Wotton-under-Edge
Mrs. H. Hore, Oakley House, Shrewsbury-
Mrs. Stephenson Hunter, Oxford
Mrs. Hawkins, the Mayoress of Bedford
Mrs. Hawkins, Clifton
Mrs. Hamilton, Bedford
Mrs. W. Hammond, Nuneaton
Mrs. Hamilton, Norfolk Square
Mrs. G. Henderson, Treveare, Truro
Miss Mary Warren Holland, Truro, 
Miss Hawker, Hurstbourne Priory
Berta Hadwen, Kebroyde
Mrs. Harle, Falfield
Mrs. Hartley, York , .
Mrs. Hawley, Stratford-on-Avon
Mrs. Howitt, Heanor, Derbyshire
Sarah Haygarth, Clapham
Mrs. Hulse, Melbourne, Derby
Mrs. Hargrave, Stillorgan, Co. Dublin
Kate Hollins, Southport
Ada Hollins, Southport
Sarah Haworth, Darwen
Mrs. Hopwood, Darwen
Mrs. Harvey, Kenwyn
Mrs. Hoper, Linden Gardens 
Anna Hone, Dublin
Elizabeth. Hunter,. Edinburgh
M. Heald
Miss Rachel P. Hutchinson 
Caroline Hudson
Mrs. Harvey, Bromley Grove

Mrs. Imlach, Liverpool
Mrs. Ivey, Truro
Jane Ingham, Southport 
Elfrida Ionides

Mrs. Jack, The University, Glasgow
Mrs. W. Johnston, Ballykilbeg
Miss Johnston, Ballykilbeg

"Lilias M. Johnstone, Monyaff Manse Mrs. F. J. Josselyn, Banstead, BedfordMMiss Lucy Johnson, Chiselhurst
“Miss Agnes J ohnson
Bliss Johnstone, Moreton Rectory, Bucks.

Mrs. Viriamu Jones, CardiffMliss N. E. Jolliffe, East Cowes
Kiss E. J. Jolliffe, East Cowes

Sarah A. James, Darwen
Mrs. Georgina Jones, Darwen

I Irs. Jarvis, Chevelah House, Truro
I Anna L. Jackson, Garstang
l Irs. Thomas Jones, Swansea 

y. M. Johnston, Dublin
I Mrs. and Misses Jessop, Lower. Bebington 
| Miss Margaret Jamieson

harlotte King Kerr, Belfast

kiss Keane, Cappoquin, Ireland 
Sirs. Henry Kingsley

•Miss Kirkland
Irs. Kitson, Torquay

"Mrs. Kempson, Sudbury

Irs. King, Reigate
liss Emily King

BMrs. Knipe, Melbourne
MMiss E. C. Knipe, Malvern

Irs. Kenrick, Elsham Road

iss K. M. Lamb, Cambridge
•Mrs. H. W. Lawrence, Wimbledon
MMrs. Lawson, Upper Fitzwilliam Street,
I Dublin
Sarah Newton Lindsay-Forbes, Loamhead, I Midlothian

•Miss Emily Leslie, Bourdon House
EMrs. Lindsay, Glasgow

Tisses E. L. and A. V. Lister, Hampstead
Irs. Lyell, wife of L. Lyell, Esq., M.P.
iss Ludlow, Battle, Sussex

•Jane Lassell, Maidenhead
•Caroline Lassell, Maidenhead

liss S. Frances Latimer, Plymouth 
Rose M. Leaf, Marlborough
Wrs. and the Misses Lee, Clifton
Miss C. L’Estrange, Dublin 
Mrs. Lewin, Lower Bebington.
Francis A. Lewin, Birkdale
Susan Levinson
Mrs. Alice Longworth Dames, Dublin 
Miss Gertrude Light
Mrs. W. Livesay, Sudbury
Mrs. Lowe, Ettington
Mrs. J. W. Lowe, Ettington
Mrs. Shaw Lovell, Brighton
Mrs. D. Robert Lee, Edinburgh
Mrs. A. Laverton, Strangeways Terrace, 
I Truro

Mrs. Maude Lithgow, Weymouth.
Jessie Lithgow, Weymouth 
Agnes A. Lockie, Edinburgh 
Mrs. Lloyd
R. H. Lloyd
Jessie Lucas
E. Lalor
Miss Lloyd, Oxford Square

Mrs. Marshall, Derwent Island
Mrs. Stephen Marshall, Ambleside
Susan Martineau, Edgbaston
Jane S. Martineau, Edgbaston
Mrs. Duncan McLaren, Edinburgh.
Mrs. Walter McLaren
Mrs. McKinnel, Dumfries
Misses McDowell, Dublin
Mrs. and Miss Merrifield, Brighton
Mrs. Mller, Portland Place
Mrs. Miller Morrison, Ruthwell 
Misses Montague, Kensington 
Mrs. Mary C. Miall
H. Erskine Murray, Glasgow
Mrs. Middlemore, Birmingham
Mrs. Harvey St. John Mildmay
Misses Marriott, Bristol
Mrs. Macmillan-Scott, Pinnaclehill, Kelso.
Sarah E. Siddons Meir. Edinburgh
Agnes 0. Maitland, Liverpool
Mrs. Malleson, Croydon
Mrs. Malleson, Cheltenham
Mrs. McKendrick, Glasgow
E. M'Carthy, Governesses Assoc. of Ireland 
Miss Mary Constance Martineau, London 
Miss Alice L. Meinertzhagen, Wimbledon
Mrs. and Miss Millar, Edinburgh
Miss M. Millar, Cupar
Miss E. Millett, Teignmouth
Mrs. Chas. T. Mitchell
Mrs. and Miss Molesworth, Bath.
Miss Montefiore, Acton
Miss H. Ogle Moore
Mrs. Moore, Stratford-on-Avon
Susan Selena Monro, Bonchurch
Miss Mordan, Reigate
Mrs. Mordan, Surbiton.
Miss Mors, Acton
Miss Henrietta Mors, Acton
Miss F. Mors, Acton
Mrs. Monro, Hampstead.
Mrs. Mawson, Gateshead-on-Tyne
Miss Cameron Mawson, Gateshead-on-Tyne
Miss C. Morris, Truro
Miss Emma Moss, Blackheath
E. Clune Macqueen, Edinburgh
Mrs. Jane Murray, Dumfries
Isabella Middleton, Dumfries 
Miss Annie Mylne
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Mrs. Wm. Mein, Kelso
Mrs. and Miss McKean, Castle Blayney
Mrs. Mary Maillerd, Walthamstow 
M. Mathew, Upper Norwood
Mrs. Eliza Mitchell, Tooting 
Henrietta Morgan, Harborne 
M. Meadcroft, Colchester
Mrs. Mothersole, Colchester 
M. A. McCarthy, Dublin
Maly Macleod
The Misses McMaster, Girvan 
Helen Moffatt, Newcastle-on-Tyne 
Mrs. Mason, Harcourt Street, Dublin 
Mrs. Muff, Claremont, Bradford 
Susan Selina Monro, Bonchurch

Mrs. Nash, Churchwarden, Wallingford
Mrs. Eliz. Pease Nichol, Edinburgh 
Miss Newbery, Eversley Chase
Mrs. Herbert New, Evesham
Miss Alma L. Nettleton
Mrs. Newton-Robinson
Mrs. Nicholetts, Training Ship, Bristol 
M. E. Nicholson, Southport
Louisa Nodal, Sale
Annie Northrop, Manchester 
Mrs. Nussey, Chislehurst

Mrs. Orr, Tonn, Llandovery 
Mrs. Alfred Osler, Birmingham 
E. Geraldine Oxley Parr 
G. M. S. Osborne, Glasgow
Elizabeth Osborn, Leytonstone 
Mrs. O’Donnell, Regent’s Park 
Mrs. Ogle, Darwen.
Alice O’Hea
Mrs. Charles Owen, Tedworth Square

Miss Pease, Westbury-on-Trym
Miss Rosa E. Pease
Mrs. Percival, Kimsbury House 
Mrs. Paull, Truro
Miss Lillie Paull, Truro 
Mrs. Hodgson Pratt
Mrs. Guy Pym
Julia Peacock, Brighton 
Anna Pigott, Reigate 
G. F. Pigott, Havant
Mrs. Arthur Phillott 
Miss E. F. Phillott
C. Leslie Powell, Blackheath
Mrs. Lewis Paine, Enfield
Mrs. Ponsonby, Roscrea
Miss Melita Ponsonby, Wilton Crescent 
Miss Julia Ponsonby 
Mrs. Pilcher, Oxford
Ellen Josephine Philips, Sutton Oak, Mac 

clesfield

Mrs. Park, Scarisbrick Street, Southport 
Mrs. Pennington, Broome Hall 
Mrs. J. H. Perry, Bristol
K. Pringle, Edinburgh.
Mary Anne Pearce, Maidenhead 
Clara E. Peters
M. B. Place
Mrs. J. Prince, Foston
Miss Perrein, Wotton-under-Edge
A. F. Proctor, Kensington
E. M. Piper and E. H. Piper, Hampstead 
Mrs. Priestman, Manningham Lodge, Brad

ford
Henrietta Priestman

Miss Robertson
Mrs. Ravenstein
Mrs. Ryland, Birmingham
Mrs. Rendell, wife of Principal Rendell, 

Liverpool
Mrs. Rhys, Oxford.
Mrs. Robson, wife of Rev. Dr. Robson, 

Aberdeen
Mrs. T. W. Russell
Mrs. Rogers
Mrs. Thorold Rogers
Mrs. Robertson, Netherseall Hall 
Miss H. Robson, Cornwall Gardens 
Miss Harriette Rigbye, Monk Coniston
Miss Rooker, Plymouth
Julia Rendall, Bridport
E. M. Renshaw, Lindenholme, Sale
Frances A. Rawnsley, Oxford
Adah Reith, Glasgow
Gertrude S. Rowntree, York
D. Rowntree, York
Miss Reeves, Putney
Miss A. Ridley, Belsize Park
Mrs. Rowe and Miss Rowe, Kelvedon
Mrs. and Miss De Rheims, Plumstead
Mrs. Ritchie, Amberley
Mrs. Reid, Edgbaston
Miss Ruth
Miss Ross, Southport
Mary F. Reerden, Dublin

Mrs. Shuckburgh, Cambridge
Mrs. Henry Smith, wife of Prof. Henry

Smith, King’s College Hospital
Mrs. Parker Smith, Jordan Hill
Mrs. Wm. Sturge, Bristol
Miss Helen M. Sturge, Bristol
Mrs. Henry Sturge, Penzance
Miss Eliza M. Sturge, Bewdley
Miss Rosalind Shore Smith.
Mrs. Robert Somerville, Dalkeith
Mrs. Charles E. Schwann
Mrs. Arthur Sidgwick, Oxford

Mrs. Severne, Shrewsbury
Mrs John Slagg
Mrs. C. E. Salmon, Bury St. Edmunds

"YrS. George Murray Smith, Queen s Gate
■ Gardens
Mrs. Sollas, wife of Prof. Sollas, Dublin
Mrs. Stephen Spring Rice
Miss Agnes Spring Rice
Miss Evelyn M. Spring Rice
Miss Margaret Spring Rice
Mrs. Sykes, AlmondburyMrs. Stannus, wife of Gen. Stannus

Hrs. Streatfield, Streatham
Mrs. Stevenson, HarrogateMiss Eliza C. Stevenson, Edinburgh

"Mrs. Sterling
.Miss Gulielma Stephens, Bridport

E. A. Sidebottom.
Miss A. E. Scholefield, Reigate
Mrs. Scholefield, Newcastle-on-Tyne
Miss Scholefield, Newcastle-on-Tyne

"Mrs. Scholefield, Gosforth
Miss A. Beatrice Swinton, Clifton
Miss Surrage, Clifton
Mrs. Swift, Clifton
Mrs. Spoor, Cheltenham
Mrs. Isla Sitwell, West Kensington, W.
Mrs. George Smith, Treliske, Truro
Mrs. H. Pearsall Smith.
Emily Sissison, Wandsworth.

IEliza Sissison, Wandsworth.
Henrietta Mary Stodart, Edinburgh
P. S. B. Smith, Berners Street
Georgina Smith, Berners Street

"Mrs. Francis Storr
Miss Eleanor Stacey, Stratford-on-Avon 
Mrs. Stoker, Rathgar Road, Dublin

Sirs. Shorrock, Sudell House, Darwen
Mrs. Shorrock, Bank House, Darwen 

"Miss Shorrock, Moss Bridge
Sirs. Simmonds, Wotton-under-Edge
Mrs. Howard Smith, Edgbaston
Mrs. C.W.T. Smith, Clifton Hall, Askbourne 
Miss Millicent S. Sims
Miss C. Stokes, Hereford
Miss Elizabeth Sunter, Nottingham 
Mrs. J. J. Shaw, Dublin

rs. and Miss Shedden, East Cowes
rs. Shedden, Titchmarsh, N. Hants

The Misses Southall, Leominster
Sophia Margaret Steel, Oxford
Marion F. Steel, Oxford
Mrs. Scott, South Hill, Hampstead
Miss Emmelina Scott, Upper NorwoodE. and S. J. Sibbald, S. Margaret Road, 
■ Edinburgh
Christina R. Smith, Bruntsfield Crescent, 
I Edinburgh 

O

Clara Sephton, Huskisson Street, Liverpool 
Mrs. and Miss M. Stacpoole
R. A. Sondan, Edinburgh
Misses E. B. and A. M. Stanley, Dublin
Eliza Simpson, Sale
Amelia Simpson, Nottingham
Violet Solly, Bridport
P. Spencer
Mrs. J. S. Sponner
Mrs. Sadler, Hampstead 
Mrs. Mary Simpson.

Mrs. Arthur Tennyson
Mrs. Herbert Thomas, Bristol
Miss Jane E. Taylour
Miss Tanner, Bristol
Miss Agnes and Catherine Tanner
Mrs. P. A. Taylor
Mrs. Thomas Taylor, Chipchase Castle
Mrs. Thomas Taylor, Aston Rowant
Mrs. W. Taylor, Edgbaston
Mrs. Tapson, Clapham.
Miss M. J. Tennant
Mrs. Teschemacher, Dawlish
Mrs. Tasker, Melbourne, Derby
Miss Tasker, Melbourne, Derby
Alice E. Tacey, Holland Villas Road, Ken

sington, W.
Annie Tacey, Holland Villas Road, Ken

sington, W.
Mrs. Turner, Hayling
Miss Truell, Ardingly
Mrs. Tudor, Southsea
Mrs. J. Milton Tarbolton, Harborne
Miss Jane Tweedy, Truro
Mrs. Tom, Truro
Mrs. Thompson, Dringcote
Miss Thompson, Bridgwater
Mrs. Thompson and Misses Agnes and

Louisa Thompson, Gainsboro’
Miss M. D. Tothill, Bristol
Mrs. Graham Toler
Mrs. Troughton, Blackwater, Hants.
Miss F. Thompson, Melbourne
Helen M. Tyndall, Edgbaston
Mrs. Tyndall, Edgbaston
Mrs. Henry Witton Tyndall
Eugenie Todd, Edinburgh.
Ada Lang Todd, Edinburgh 
Mary Todd, Edinburgh.
Emma and Fanny Tuthill, Dublin 
Mrs. Whately Cooke Taylor

Mrs. Robert Vansittart 
Mrs. Venn, Cambridge 
The Misses Venning, Bristol 
Mrs. Glynn Vivian 
Elizabeth Unwin, Oxford
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E. M. Vaughan, Upper Norwood

Mrs. Gerald Wellesley-
Miss Spence Watson, Gateshead
Mrs. Wellstood, Edinburgh
Mrs. Eugene Wason, of Blair 
Mrs. Wm. Wrigley, Meltham 
Mrs. Willert, Oxford 
Mrs. Whitwill,- Weston-super-Mare 
Mrs. E. P. Wills, Stoke Bishop 
Mrs. Charles A. Winder, Sheffield 
Mrs. J. G. Williams, Pendley Manor 
Miss Lucy Wilson
Miss Abney Walker, Putney 
Sarah Webster, Luton 
Adeline Waddy, Maidenhead 
Mrs. Jessy Williams, Aberystwyth 
Miss K. T. Williams, Clifton 
Mrs. Williams, Truro 
Mrs. Lewis Williams, Oxford 
E. A. and Mary R. Williams, Bath 
Mrs. Wallich, Addison Road North
Miss Williams, Pontarfrau, Brecon 
Miss Adelaide Williams, Pontarfrau, Brecon 
Miss E. Williams, Pontarfrau, Brecon 
Miss Edith Walkington, Strandtown, Bel

fast
Jane Walkinshaw, Gateshead
Mrs. Westbury, Newcastle, Staf.
Frances A. Wright, Rochester 
Mrs. Willmot, Bath.
Mrs. Waite, Halifax 
Mrs. Wilmore 
M. H. Webb
Alice Romain Wright, Colchester 
Sarah Louisa Wright, Colchester 
Mary H. Willmott, Hulme 
Miss Wright Girvan
Miss Louisa Wright, Mansfield
Misses L. M. and Catherine Woods
Mrs. John Ward, Colchester
Mrs. and Miss Wallace, Kilburn 
Julia White

Mrs. Young, wife of Prof. Young, Glasgow 
Emily S. Young, Barnet

WIVES OF CLERGYMEN AND 
CHURCH DIGNITARIES.

Mrs. Benson, Lambeth Palace
Mrs. Thomson, Bishopsthorpe, York 
Mrs. Temple, Fulham Palace
Mrs. Goodwin, Rose Castle, Carlisle 
Mrs. Atlay, The Palace, Hereford 
Mrs. Bathurst, Holwell Rectory 
Mrs. Llewelyn Davies

LAW GUARDIANS.

Mrs. Edwin Abbott
Mrs. Saffern, St. Mark’s Rectory, Belfast 
Mrs. Thomas, The Vicarage, St. Asaph 
Mrs. Tait, St. Edmund’s Rectory, Salisbury 
Mrs. Andrews, Teffont Rectory, Salisbury 
Mrs. Jellett, widow of late Provost of 

Trinity College, Dublin
Mrs. Babington, widow of Rev. Churchill 

Babington, D.D.
Mrs. Brown, The Vicarage, Barnard Castle 
Mrs. P. Barker, St. John’s Parsonage

Bromley
Mrs. Morse, widow of the late Vicar of St.

Mary’s, Nottingham
Mrs. Green, Rectory, Carrigaline 
Mrs. Pilkington, Rectory, Upper Heyford 
Mrs. W. T. Bullock
Mrs. Pitcairn, Eccles Vicarage
Mrs. Kitchin, The Deanery, Winchester

POOR-LAW GUARDIANS.
Miss Catherine Bigg, Brighton
Miss Anna E. L. Brander, Pirbright
Miss Mary Burton, St. Cuthbert’s Paro

chial Board, Edinburgh
Mrs. Amelia Charles, Paddington 
Mrs. Cheyne, Bedford 
Miss Clifford, Barton Regis, Bristol 
Miss F. Davenport Hill, Hampstead 
Mrs. Dickinson, Wandsworth 
Mrs. M. N. C. Evans, Strand Union 
Miss Feugh, Ormskirk Union 
Miss F. E. Fullagar, Leicester
Miss Isabel Goldsmid, St. George’s, Hano

ver Square
Mrs. Haycraft, Brighton 
Mrs. Holland, Ormskirk Union 
Miss L. E. Hollins, Ormskirk Union 
Miss Mary G. Hopkins, Scarboro' 
Mrs. Lawrie, St. George’s, Hanover Square 
Miss Anna Lloyd, West Bromwich 
Mrs. McIlquham, Boddington Union 
Miss Sara Mosley, Hastings 
Miss Margaret Painton, Strand Union 
Miss S. J. Pedder, Bedminster Union 
Mrs. Poulden, Wandsworth. Union 
Mrs. Shaen, Kensington 
Miss Siddon, Honley
Miss Elizabeth Smith, Hyde
Miss Agatha Stacey, Birmingham
Miss Louisa Stevenson, St. Cuthbert’s 

Parochial Board, Edinburgh
Mrs. Terrell, Barton Regis Union 
Mrs. Teschemacher, Ormskirk Union 
Miss Louisa Twining, Kensington 
Miss Florence Wimbush, Barnet 
Miss C. M. Wyld, Holborn Union

I members of school boards. ■
Miss Lydia E. Becker, Manchester 

iss R. Davenport Hill, London 
iss Flora Stevenson, Edinburgh

—Miss Emily Sturge, Bristol 
Mrs. Swan, Bristol

rs. Wintringham, Great Grimsby
rs. Wycliffe Wilson, Sheffield
rs. Johnston, Tavistock 
rs. Cowen, Nottingham

Mrs. F. H. Evans, Rochester
Biss Heppel, B.A., Bromley
Mrs. Jarvis, Kirkliston
■ rs. Metcalfe, Vicarage, Teignmouth
■ iss Edith M. Shaw, Torrington
■ rs. J. J. M. Blair, Girvan
■ iss A. J. Davies, Liverpool
Ess Louisa Innes Lumsden, Chairman 

School Board of Rhynie
•

EDUCATION.
Mrs. Wm. Grey
Miss Emily Shirref

.Miss Emily Davies
Miss Bostock, Bedford College, Reid 
■Trustee
Miss Smith (Oxford), Bedford College, 
■Reid Trustee
Miss Notcutt, Bedford College, Reid 
■Trustee
Mrs. Croom Robertson, Bursar, Girton 
■ College, Cambridge
Miss Kensington, Sec., Girton College
Miss Welsh, Mistress of Girton College
Miss F. B. Ward, Vice-Mistress of Girton 
■ College
Miss Anelay, Resident Lecturer in Natural

—Science, Girton
Miss M. Daniel, Resident Lecturer on
■Classics, Girton College
Miss E. C. Constance Jones, Resident 

Lecturer on Moral Science, Girton College 
iss Meyer, Resident Lecturer on Mathe- 
matics, Girton College

—Miss J. E. Kennedy, Lecturer on Anglo- 
■ Saxon, Girton College
Miss McArthur, Lecturer on History, 

^■Girton College
Miss A. J. Clough, Principal of Newnham 
■ College

.Mrs. Henry Sidgwick, Treasurer of Newn- 
wham CollegeMiss M. G. Kennedy, Hon. Sec. Newnham
■ College
Mrs. Henry Fawcett, Member of Council, 
■ Newnham College

FOUNDERS AND OFFICERS OF COLLEGES. 11

Mrs. Peile, Member of Council, Newnham 
College

Miss Agnes Bell Collier, Lecturer in Mathe
matics, Newnham College

Miss Anna Bateson, Lecturer in Natural 
Science, Newnham College

Miss Mary Bateson, Lecturer in History, 
Newnham College

Miss Alice Johnson, Demonstator in Biology, 
Newnham College

Miss Eliza Rhodes, Sec. to Correspondence 
Classes, Newnham College

Mrs. Verrall, Lecturer in Classics, Newn- 
ham College

Mrs. J. Ward, Lecturer on Moral Science, 
Newnham College

Miss Maitland, Principal-Elect of Somer
ville Hall, Oxford

Miss C. L. Maynard, Principal Westfield 
College, Hampstead

Miss Mabel Theodora Beloe, B.A. Lond., 
Resident Lecturer in Mathematics, West
field College

Miss Josephine Willoughby, Resident Lec
turer in Science, Westfield College

Miss F. Ralph Gray, Visiting Lecturer in 
Classics, Westfield College

Miss K. E. Dixon, Visiting Lecturer in 
Classics, Westfield College

Mrs. Clark, M.A., Visiting Lecturer in 
English, Westfield College

Miss Croudace, Lady Resident, Queen’s 
College, Harley Street

Miss Eleanor Grove, Principal of College 
Hall, Byng Place

Miss Morison, Lady Superintendent of 
Women Students, University College, 
London

Miss Agnes T. Ward, Maria Grey Training 
College

Mrs. Beddoe, one of the Governors of Red 
Maids’ School, Bristol

Miss Kate B. Thomas, one of the Governors 
of Red Maids’ School, Bristol

Miss Fawcett, one of the Governors of 
Godolphin School, Salisbury

Mrs. Simpson, one of. the Governors of 
United Endowed School, Gloucester

Miss Mary Gurney, Member of Council of 
‘ Gr.P.D.S.C.
Mrs. W. E. H. Lecky, Member of Council 

of Gr.P.D.S.C.
Miss A. R. Bramston, Hon. Sec., High. 

School, Winchester
Miss Louisa Goold, Superintendent of Col

lege for Men and Women, Queen’s 
Square, London, W.C.
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PRINCIPALS OF SCHOOLS.

Miss Dorothea Beale, Principal of Chelten
ham Ladies’ College

Miss Buss, Head Mistress of North Lon
don Collegiate School for Girls

Mrs. Byers, Principal, Victoria College, 
Belfast

Miss Andrews, Head Mistress, Maida Vale 
High School

Miss M. S. Benton, Head Mistress, South 
Hampstead High School

Miss C. Bettany, Head Mistress, Girls’ 
Endowed School, Dulwich.

Miss M. M. Blackmore, Head Mistress, 
Roan School, Greenwich

Miss E. C. Bowen, Head Mistress, Red 
Maids’ School, Bristol

Miss Byles, Head Mistress, High School, 
Saltaire

Miss Madeline Ward, Head Mistress, High 
School, York

C. M. Calthrop, Head Mistress, Reading 
High. School

Miss Cooks, Head Mistress, Redland, 
Bristol.

Miss Creak, B.A. Lord., Head Mistress, 
King Edward's High School, Birmingham

Miss F. A. Crosland, Head Mistress, Girls’ 
Grammar School, Mansfield

Miss C. E. Disney, Head Mistress, Girls’ 
High School, Berkhampstead

Miss Dove, Head Mistress, St. Leonard’s 
School, St. Andrews

Miss Edge, Head Mistress, High School, 
Leicester

Miss M. E. Findlay, B.A. Lon., Head Mis
tress, High School, Stockton-on-Tees

Barbara Foxley, Head Mistress of the 
Church High School, Dewsbury-

Miss Marian Greene, Head Mistress, High 
School, Blackburn

Miss Frances A. Gilbert, Lady Principal, 
Ladies’ College, Guernsey

Miss Isabel Graves, Head Mistress, High. 
School, Birkenhead

Miss S. J. Hamm, Head Mistress, Langton 
Schools, Canterbury

Mrs. Hills, B.A., Principal, Girls’ College, 
Bishop Stortford

Miss M. L. Huckwell, Head Mistress, High. 
School, Leamington

Miss S. M. Huckwell, Head Mistress, Liver
pool High School

Miss G. Kinnear, Head Mistress, Park 
School, Glasgow

Miss F. Johnson, Head Mistress, Girls’ 
High School, Bolton

OF SCHOOLS.

Miss H. M. Jones, Head Mistress, Notting 
Hill High. School

Miss Fanny J. Lawford, Head Mistress I 
Camden School, N.W.

Miss F. J. McCallum, Head Mistress, Girls I 
High. School, Woolwich.

Miss Grace J. Masson, Head Mistress, 
High School, Middlesborough

Miss Mary A. A. Minasi, Head Mistress, 
Highbury High School

Miss Moberly, Head Mistress, Tunbridge! 
Wells High. School

Miss Lucy Margaret Monro, Head Mistress, I 
High School, Stamford

Miss Mowbray, Head Mistress, Winchester I 
High School

Miss Mulvany, B.A., R.U.I., Head Mistress, 
Alexandra School, Dublin

Miss Agnes A. O'Connor, Head Mistress, 
Clapham High School

Miss Porter, Head Mistress, Girls’ Modern! 
School, Bedford

Miss Mitchell, Head Mistress of the “Har i 
pur Trust” Girls’ Elementary School, 
Bedford

Miss E. Roberts, Principal, Ladies’ College,! 
Jersey

Miss Mortimer-Bowdon, Head Mistress,! 
West Ham High School

Miss M. E. Skeel, Head Mistress, High 
School, Nottingham

Miss Tovey, Head Mistress, Streatham I 
High School

Miss Winscombe, Principal, Broomshill 
Court, Stroud

Miss Wilson, Lady Principal, Torquay High 
School for Girls

Miss Mary A. Woods, Head Mistress, 
Clifton High School

Miss Alice Woods, Head Mistress, Chiswick! 
High School

Miss S. Youngman, Head Mistress, Ipswich 
High School

Miss Emily M. Lord, Principal of Kinder- 
garten Training College

Miss Sims, Head Mistress of the Bedford
. Kindergarten and Training College
Miss Calver, Head Mistress, High School, 

Preparatory Dep., Middlesboro'.
Miss Bailey, Doreck College, Kensington 

Gardens Square
J. Brych, L.R.A.M., and Mrs. Marshall, 

Solihull
The Misses Evans, Newtown, North. Wales 
Mrs. Gilzean Colchester House, Bristol
Miss d'Esterre Hughes, Lee Road
Miss Fricker Hall, Bonham House, St. 

Leonards- on- Sea

PRINCIPALS AND LADIES

rs. E. M. Hensley, Tavistock
Frs' w. H. Hall, Aldeburgh
Mrs. Hills, B.A., Principal East of England
[ Girls’ College
kiss Kendall, Plymouth
Miss Nops and Mrs. Ramsay, Surbiton 
the Misses Lawrence, Lewes Crescent, 
I Brighton
Mrs. Priestley, Avonbrooke, Tewkesbury
Miss E. B. Redpath, Co-Principal South-
1 West London College
The Misses Robinson, Rutland House,

_ Blundell Sands
Miss E. Semple, Rathgar Road, Dublin
Miss Tullis, St. Catherine’s, Cardiff
Mrs Maries Thomas, Principal, Girls’
f Collegiate School, Carmarthen
Miss Louisa Drewry, Teacher of English
I Language and Literature
(Miss Nash, 43 years a Teacher, Clifton 
Annie T. H. Rogers, Classical Tutor, Oxford
Miss Mary W. Shill eto, Visiting Tutor and
I Private Coach, Birkenhead
E. C. Fullicks, L.C.P., Tutor
Miss Florence Staepoole, Lecturer to Na- 
J tional Health Society
Miss Mary Charlotte Sturge, Lecturer
Miss Alice Gruner
Mrs. Corbett, Examiner of Schools

(Miss A. R. Bramston, Hon. Sec. of the
[ High School, Winchester
Mrs. Bruce, Head Mistress, Elementary
I School

Bliss Amy Forster, Head Mistress, Ele-
I mentary School

I Victoria College, Belfast—
Miss Anne Matter, Eng. Teacher
Miss Wilhelmina Mitchell, Eng.

Teacher
High School, Birkenhead—

Georgina Laing, Painting Mistress
Lily Ross
Mina Jones : .. :
Amy Stone
May Powell

I King Edward School, Birmingham—
Edith Gardner
Rose Womersley
Margaret Roger’s

Church of England School,.Edgbaston— 
Florence Lefroy

I Giris’ High School, Bolton—
F. S. Jervis

I Grammar School, Bradford—
Lucy Ward

Ladies' College, Cheltenham—-
Agnes Kilgour
Constance C. Andrews

ENGAGED IN TEACHING. 13

St. Mary’s Hall, Cheltenham—
Flora H. Bird, Superintendent
Alice Reynolds
Clara E. R. Tarbuck
Sarah J. Hale

High School, Croydon—
Theodora Clark

High School, Dolgelly—
Edith. M. Doubleday
Lucy M. Thompson

The Park School, Glasgow—
Isabel C. Fortey, Science Mistress
Margaret P. Young, Classical Mistress
Kerstine Forsman

Boan School, Greenwich—
Blanche Butterfield
Annie M. Colsell
Grace Ellen Wayte

Ladies’ College, Guernsey—
R. Bose
Ellen M. Graham
Louisa Turner
M. J. Swift

Ladies’ College, Jersey—
J. A. Roberts
A. Benest
S. Francis
J. E. Basford
F. Voisin

High School, Ipswich— 
Evelyn Birt
E. Joanna Notcutt
A. W. Lance

Liverpool High School—
L. Silcox

Grammar School for Girls, Maidstone-—
E. Cripps

Manchester High School— 
Helen Murray
M. Rome
Amy Adamson
C. A. Simon
Annie Lawton 
Ludovika Gaffron 

High School, Middlesborough— 
L. Craps
J. Fitzgerald
E. S. Turner
Magdalena Werner

High School, Highgate—
N. Dixon

High School, Newcastle, Staff.— 
Amy Westbury
S. E. Shufflebotom
S. Rhead
Mary F. Markie
S. M. Peake
T. K. Poole
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High School, Notting Hill—
Miss Beevor
Miss M. K. Wallas
Lilia d’Esterre Keeling
Miss C. C. Clark
Miss Mabel Wild
Miss Anna M. Jones
Miss Edith Aitken
Miss Kate Andrews
Miss Olivie R. Harris
Miss Amy G. Lefroy
Miss M. L. Shedlock
Miss A. Macaulay
Miss C. M. Lawder

Sheffield High School—
Helen D. Heatley
Charlotte A. Denne, Kindergarten 

Mistress
E. E. Lawrence
L. Phillips

York High School— 
Ella Mostyn

High School, Stamford— 
Jessie Twemlow 
Marion A. Blair 
G. W. Hay

High School, Southsea—
Agnes J. Rooke 
Emma Wilkinson 
Eliza F. Worship

3 Annie Lole, Music Mistress 
Annie Douglas

3 Emma Scott 
romshill Court, Stroud—

E. A. Thompson
M. E. Ross
J. J. Ross

Tunbridge Wells High School— 
Mary Kennedy 
Emily Straker

W. Hoskins Abrahall, Bath
M. A. Ainsworth, Darwen 
Margaret G. Appleby, Sale 
K. M. Baines, Balham
E. M. Barret 
Helen Bayes, York
H. Best, Winchester 
Katherine Blake, Bristol 
M. Buchan, Darwen 
Mary Anne Brett, York 
Katherine S. Brett, York 
Isabel Cassell, Streatham 
E. B. Cassell, Streatham 
Emma Cawthorn 
A. L. Codner, Southport
E. D. Cookson, Middlesbro’
L. M. Coombs
M. E. Crompton

E. J. C. Dingwall, Clapham
N. Dixon, Highgate 
Madame Vogel Drouet, York
E. M. Easterby, St. Asaph
M. E. Easterby, St. Asaph
F. Franks
Mrs. Frost, Stratford-on-Avon 
Edith Frost, Stratford-on-Avon 
Rose Frost, Stratford-on-Avon 
Mary Gardner 
Una M. Godwin, Oxford 
Mary M. Gostling, Colchester
K. Penrose Hammond, Salisbury 
Margaret L. Hann
Mrs. Bowman Hart, Nottingham 
Elizabeth Healy, Clapham 
B. A. Holme, Manchester 
Margaret F. A. Husband 
M. James, Highbury
H. M. Johnson, Cambridge 
Mabel Jones, Croydon 
Aerona Jones, Darwen 
E. Jones, Middlesboro’
M. Jones, Middlesboro’ 
Margaret D. Kerr, Brixton
Edith. Kiack, St. Leonard’s-on-Sea
E. Krabbe, Blackheath 
Julie Kraus, Clapham 
Rhoda V. Malleson, Croydon 
Helen Martin, Sunderland 
Elizabeth Martyn, Edinburgh 
Mary Matthison, Brondesbury 
Mrs. Alice H. Miall
Kate Kiers Moakes, Teacher of Music 
Maria C. Mondy 
Margaret Nivet
Julia Powis, Middlesbro’
E. S. Preedy
Pauline de Ratomska, Canonbury Place 
Gertrude E. Rendall, Canonbury Place 
Alice Ritchie, Brixton
Anna Rowlands, Bangor 
H. Robertson
Edith. Robinson, Teacher of Drawing, 

Tunbridge Wells
E. E. Rolfe
Emily Sedgwick, Darwen 
A. M. Semple, Southport 
Emily Stanway, Taunton 
Mrs. J. Stocker, Bradford 
L. Carr Shaw
Annie Shepperd, Middlesbro’
Edith Simpson
Therese C. Simpson, Portobello 
Clara Smith, Nottingham
R. A. Sondan, Edinburgh 
Emily Swan, Eppleby 
Annie Townsend, Harley Street

I
 LOCAL SECRETARIES

•Mary A. Unthank, Middlesbro’
A. C. Watt, Southport
S.H. Whiting, Ramsgate
Charlotte Wilson, ClaphamA. C. Winney, Birmingham

Barah L. Williams, Bangor

i
iss Arnott, Teacher of Cookery, Clifton 
iss Bessie Wright, Teacher of Dress
making, Merchant Venturers’ School, 
Bristol

iss Katherine Willis, Merchant Venturers’ 
School, Bristol

iss Marian Walpole, Teacher of Gym
nastics, Dublin

SECRETARIES TO LOCAL 
EXAMINATIONS.Miss S. A. Bragg, Plymouth

IMiss M. M. Calder, Liverpool
Miss L. Collinson, Ealing

.Miss Hinds Howell, Norwich
-Miss Janion, Southport

IMrs, Jeffery, Bath
Mrs. Kyle, Coatham
Mrs. Leech, Bury St. Edmund’s

.Miss G. Nash, Bishop Stortford
Hrs. Reid, Swansea
Miss J. T. Ridley, Regent’s Park
Mrs. A. Russell, Willesden

IMiss Stables, Leeds
Miss Swan, St. John’s Wood
Mrs. Tubbs, Hastings
Mrs. E. A. Wyse, Dover

GRADUATES AND DEGREE- 
CERTIFICATED STUDENTS.

Mary M. Adamson, B.Sc., Lond.
Bessie Anderson, B.A., E.U.I.
Miss Edith. Aitkin, Girton.
Mrs. Ayrton, GirtonG. M. Bedford, B.A. Lond.
Mary Amelia Bennett, Girton
Sarah Birch, B.A. Viet. Univ.

.Anna Birt, B.A. Loud.
Malvina H. J. Borchardt, Girton
M. L. Bostock, B.A. Lond.
Alice Browne, B.A. Lond.
Mrs._ Bryant, D.Sc. Loud.
Marian Busk, B.Sc. Lond.
Sara A. Bur stall, B.A. Loud.
Laura E. Cadwalladr, B.A. Lond.
Jessie Mary Chambers, B.Sc. Lond.
Eleanor M. Chew, B.A.Ada B. Clark, B.A. Lond.

Amy Clark,.M.A, Lond.
Helena Coburn, B.A., R.U.I.
Sarah Coburn, B.A., R.U.I. 
Clara E. Collet, M.A. Lond. 
Edith S. Collet, B.A. Loud. 
Mary Collin, B.A. Lond. 
Josephine Conan, B.A., R.U.I. 
E. Cooke, B.A. Lond.
Lilian A. Cowell, Girton 
A. Dawe, B.A. Lond. 
Annie K. Dawson, B.A,, R.U.I. 
Edith M. Dukes, B.A. Loud. 
Annie E. Eastwood, B.A. Lond. 
Florence Eves, B.Sc. Loud.
Susan Emily Findon, B.A. Lond.
J. S. Gill, Girton 
Janet Greener, B.A. 
Joan A. Gruner, Girton 
M. Hanbidge, B.A. Lond. 
Fanny Harrison, Girton 
Annie W. Haslett, M.A., R.U.I. 
E. Dora Higginson, B.A. Lond. 
Emmeline Hurst, B.Sc.
Adela Kensington, Girton 
Margaret S. Ker, Girton 
Mary Stewart Kilgour, Girton 
M. L. Johnson, B.A. Lond.
S. G. Julyan, Girton 
Elizabeth Lawdor, Girton 
Marion Ledward, B.A. Viet. Univ. 
Alice E. Lee, B.A., B.Sc. Lond. 
Florence Kate Lee, B.A. Lond. 
J. Little, B.A., R.U.I.
Beatrice Lindsay, Girton
M. A. Lyster, M.A., R.U.I.
M. MacDermott, B.A., R.U.I. 
Louisa Macdonald, M.A. Lond. 
Louisa McIntosh, B.A., R.U.I. 
Sophie Elise Marshall, B.Sc. Load. 
Ada S. Miall, B.A. Lond.
E. H. Major, Girton
Ellen Maddin, M.A. Lond.
Alice Mitchell, B.Sc. Lond. 
Caroline A. Moffett, B.A. Lond. 
Elizabeth. Jane Moffett, B.Sc. Loud. 
Ethel Montague, B.A. Lond.
Lucy F. Morland, B.A. Lond. 
F. Henrietta Mller, Girton 
Margaret Jane Nimmo, B.A. 
Alice Oldham, B.A., R.U.I. 
L. C. Payne, Girton 
Emily Peace, B.A. Lond. 
H. Perry, B.A.
Mary L. G. Petrie, B.A. Loud.
Miss Pilcher, B.Sc.
Alice B. Reid, B.A. Lond. 
M. E. Rayson, B.A. Lond. 
Mary A. Rendall, B.A. Loud.
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Mary W. Robertson, M.A., R.U.I. 
Annie Robertson, B.A.
M. Robertson, B.A. Lond.
Mrs. Ross, M.A. (nee Hamilton). 
Florence Routledge, B.A. Lond. 
Hilda C. Smith, B.A. Lond.
E. G. M. Story, M.A., R.U.I.
Eliz. H. Sturge, B.A. Lond. 
Alice M. E. Sutton, B.A.
Marian A. Taylor, B.A. Lond.
Mabel M. Taylor, Girton 
Elizabeth F. Toone, B.Sc. Lond. 
M. S. Walker, B.A. Lond. 
Letitia Walkington, M.A., R.U.I. 
K. T. Wallas, Girton 
Ellen S. Watson, B.A. Lond. 
Mary Wilson, B.A., R.U.I. 
Georgina Wishart, B.A. Lond. 
Mrs. R. H. Withiel, B.A. Loud.
Mrs. Wm. Noel Woods, B.A. Load.
Alice Zimmern, Girton

REGISTERED MEDICAL PRAC- 
TITIONERS.

Mrs. Garrett-Anderson, M.D. Paris
Elizabeth Blackwell, M.D.
Clarinda Boddy, M.D. Bern, L.K.Q.C.P.I.
Annie E. Clark, M.D. Bern, L.K.Q.C.P.I. 
Julia Cook, L.K.Q.C.P.I.
Lucy E. Cradock, L.K.Q.C.P.I.
Annie de la Cherois, M.D., L.K.Q.C.P.I.
Eliza W. Dunbar, M.D., L.K.Q.C.P.I. 
Charlotte Ellaby, M.D.
0. Honoria Graham, M.D. Bern, L.K.Q.C.P.I. 

and L.M.
Sarah Gray, L.R.C.P. and S. Glas.
Edith A. Huntley, M.D. Brussels, 

L.K.Q.C.P.I.
Sophia Jex-Blake, M.D. Bera, L.K.Q.C.P.I.
Alice J. S. Ker, M.D. Bern, L.K.Q.C.P.I.
Annie McCall, M.D. Bern, L.K.Q.C.P.I. 
Agnes McLaren, M.D.
Mary Marshall, M.D. Paris.
Julia Mitchell, L.K.Q.C.P.I. 
J. M. Rushbrook, L.K.Q.C.P.I. 
Mrs. Scharlieb, M.B. and Bs. Lond. 
Edith Shove, M.B. London 
Jane H. Walker, L.K.Q.C.P.I.
Helen Webb, M.B. London

MEDICAL STUDENTS, ETC.

Elizabeth A. Baker, Edinburgh
M. K. Barclay, Edinburgh 
Dorothea Came 
Susan Campbell

Elizabeth. Christie, Edinburgh
E. L. Dove
Ellen M. Farrer
M. A. Handson
Isabel W. Harper, Dublin
Jane B. Henderson, Portobello
B. M. Harrison, Royal Free Hospital 
Marion Hunter
Elsie Inglis, Edinburgh.
Annie W. Jagannadham, Edinburgh
Minnie L. C. Madgtson
J. Marsh, Edinburgh
Nora O’Flaherty, Edinburgh
Margaret Pearse, Edinburgh 
Jean S. Robertson, Edinburgh.
Rosa M. Skinner
Caroline Sturge, London
Margaret G. Todd, Edinburgh
Ethel N. Williams
E. Winifred Dickson, Dublin
J. Black, Sec. School of Medicine, Surgeon 

Square, Edinburgh.
Mrs. Thorne
Mrs. E. Bolton Lacey, Surgeon-Dentist 
Mary J. Hall, M.D.
S. H. Crawford, Dispenser, Hospital for 

Women and Children, Edinburgh
Marian Field, Dispenser
Miss E. M. Mansell, Superintendent Met.

National Nursing Association.
Miss L. Osborne, Superintendent Met. 

National Nursing Association
Miss Hallawell, Nurse Matron, Cottage 

Hospital, Bridport
Mrs. Jane E. Gerson, Lady Midwife
Mary Leslie Wright, Nurse, Colchester 
Mary Ann Seamark, District Nurse, Brid

port
Sarah Watson, Medical Nurse
E. Musgrave, Nurse
A. Deane, Hospital Nurse
Katherine Eliza Elphick, Hospital Nurse 
Rachel Frances -Lumsden, Hon. Supt., 

Royal Infirmary, Aberdeen
Katherine M. Lumsden, Hon. Supt. Hos- 

. pital for Sick Children, Aberdeen

LITERATURE.

Miss Anna Swanwick
Mrs. Richmond Ritchie
Mrs. Pfeiffer
Miss Lizzie Aldridge
Mrs. G. Linnaeus Banks
Miss A. W. Buckland
Miss Anna Buckland
Miss Elizabeth Rachel Chapman

LITERATURE■
Miss Frances Power Cobbe

• Mrs. Emily Crawford, Paris
Miss Sophia Dobson Collett1 Miss Amelia B. EdwardsI Miss Matilda Betham-Edwards

IMrs. Eiloart
I Miss Caroline Fothergill 

Miss Jessie Fothergill4 , Mrs. Hartley (ne'e Laffan)IP Mrs. A. W. Hunt
■ Miss Henrietta Keddie (Sarah Tytler)
■ Mrs. Craig Knox ■
■ Miss Leroy (Esme Stuart)
•Mrs. Emma Marshall
■ Mrs. F. E. M. Notley

■ Miss Charlotte Grace O’Brien
■ Miss Dorothea Roberts
I Miss Adeline Sergeant
I Miss Arabella Shore

■ Miss Louisa Shore
S Miss Edith. Simcox
■ Mrs. Frank Snoad
■ Mrs. J. K. Spender1. Miss Emily Spender

? ■ Miss Mary C. Tabor
I Mrs. Stopes

H Miss Katherine Tynan
I Miss Edith. Thompson

(Mrs. Augusta Webster 
Miss Julia Wedgwood.

| ■ Miss Florence Armstrong
■ Miss E. L. Browne
■ Phyllis Browne
H Mrs. Carey-Hobson
V Miss Louisa Clayton
9 Miss Susan Carpenter 

IM'Elise Cooper
■ Miss Mary De MorganI Miss Catherine DrewI Mrs. Furley

I Mrs. J. E. French, Southsea
I Miss Gill
■ Harriet E. S. Hatton

I Miss Emily Hill
■ Miss Georgina Hill
■ Miss Edith HillI Miss Constance Howell1 Miss Catherine Impey

I Mrs. Innes
) Miss Ethel Johnson. 
fl Miss Rose Kavanagh
I Mrs. Barrett Lennard
■ Miss Frances Lord
• Miss Helen G. McKerlie
■ Miss Beatrice E. de Jersey Moore1 Miss Honor Morten y Miss Mary Onley
■ Mrs. Horae Payne

Mrs. Tabor Stephenson
Miss H. B. Temple
Miss M. King Roberts
Miss Sophie F. F. Veitch.
Mrs. Robert A. Watson, Aberdeen
Miss Bramston

ART AND MUSIC.

Madame Antoinette Sterling
Miss Agnes Zimmerman.
Mrs. E. M. Ward
Miss Sophia Beale
Madame Louisa Starr Canziaui
Miss F. W. Currey, Lismore
Miss S. Isabel Dacre
Mrs. William de Morgan (Miss Evelyn

Pickering) .
Miss Margaret T. Dicksee
Mrs. L. Stackpoole Haycraft
Miss A. P. Hullah, Musician
Mrs. Jopling
Miss M. J. Toler Kingsley
Miss Jessie Macgregor
Mrs. Felix Moscheles
Miss Osborn, Artist
Miss Constance Phillott, A.R.W.S.
Miss Mary Redmond, Sculptress
Mrs. S. B. Bancroft
Mrs. Roeckel (Jules de Sivrai), Composer

and Professor of Music
Mrs. Villiers, Professor of Singing, Clifton
Mrs. Swynnerton
Miss Louisa M. Wilkinson
Miss. Emily Ford
Miss Ethel Webling
Mrs. Bellot
Miss Charlotte E. Babb
Miss Mary Beechcroft
Esther Maria Bakewell
Ella M. Bedford
Sarah Birch, Brighton
Miss Burrow, Addison Road
Alice Mary Chambers
Miss Marion Chase
Miss Jessie Chase
Elizabeth M. Chettle, Bedford
Miss Eleanor Clifford, Newport
Miss Alice Clinton, Professor of Music
Henrietta Cresswell
Catherine Gertrude Cruiekshank
Emma Cooper
Miss Anna Dabis, Sculptor
Mrs. Earnshaw
Miss Celia Davis, York 
Eliza Elwes
Maud Earl
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Miss Emily Susan Ford
Lydia Gay, Sculptor
Miss M. J. Gibson
Miss Elizabeth. Guinness
A. Jane Harrison, Newcastle Staff
S. C. Harrison
Gertrude Homan
Bertha Jeffreys
Victoria Levin.
Miss Susan Lecky
Miss Emily Lees
Ethel Lewis, Violinist
Mary Leyton, Musician
Miss Alice Manly
Miss Eleanor Manly
Marianne Mansell
Lisie Morgan, Organist
Nessy Naylor, St. Leonard’s
Miss Catherine Maude Nichols, Warwick
Miss Mary O’Hea, Actress, Dublin
Lucy Peck, Hendon
Miss Emma Phipson, Woodcarver
Ethel J. Rosenberg
Miss Augusta M. Reid.
Miss Elizabeth Rhodes, Musician.
Mi’s. Madox Rossetti, Historical Painter
Miss Kate Sadler
Alice N. Scott
H. E. Smith
Mrs. Carlton Smith
Lillian C. Smythe, Etcher
Miss Turek
Mabel S. Townsend, York
Kate Calder Tylee
Mary L. Waller
Annie Ward, Croydon
Miss Annie Wardlow
Miss Marie A. Wardlow
Josephine Webb, Dublin.
Kate M. Whitley, Leicester.

SOCIAL AND PHILANTHROPIC 
WORKERS.

Miss Jessie Boucherett
Miss L. M. Hubbard
Miss E. A. Manning, National Indian Asso

ciation
Miss A. P. Irby
Mrs. Salis Schwabe
Mrs. J. G. Fitch
Mrs. S. A. Barnett
Miss Marianne Donkin
Miss Caroline Ashurst Biggs
Mrs. Sheldon Amos
Mrs. Percy Bunting

Miss Lidgett
Mrs. Booth, Salvation Army
Mrs. Bramwell Booth, Salvation Army
Mrs. Booth-Tucker, Salvation Army .
Mrs. Lucas, President British Women’s

Temperance Association
Mrs. Walker, Vice-Pres. British Women’s

Temperance Association, Scottish C. IT.
Mrs. Westlake
Mrs. Hilton, Bow
Miss Charlotte Mason,Home of Rest,Kilburn
Miss Lee, Bath.
Miss Bridges, Bath
Miss L. F. March Phillipps, Cheltenham
Miss Emma Cons
Mrs. Manning Prentice, Bristol
Miss I. M.S. Tod, Belfast
Mrs. Butler, The Close, 'Winchester
Mrs. Steward, Ongar
Miss Gertrude Dutton, Deaconess
Mrs. Sims
Mrs. S, Woolcot Browne
Miss Annie Leigh. Browne
Miss Annette Bear
Mrs. Heberden
Miss L. M. Cooper
Mrs. Beavington-Atkinson
Miss Llewelyn Davies
Mrs. Humphry, Cambridge
Miss Emma Miller, Cambridge
Mrs. Rose Mary Crawshay
Madame Parkes Belloc
Mrs. Haslam, Dublin
Mrs. Edmundson, Prison Gate Mission,

Dublin
Mrs. Webb, Killiney, Dublin
Miss Deborah Webb, Dublin
Mrs. Wigham, Killiney, Dublin
Miss Cusack, Dublin
Mrs. Jane B. Gough, Dublin
Mrs. Murphy, Templeogue
Miss Lucy Smithson, Sanitary Association, 

Dublin
Mrs. Dowden Allman, Hon. Sec. Boarding-

out Committee, Cork
Mrs. Barry, Reviera, Cork
Mrs. Healy, Homeville, Cork
Miss Hannah E. White, Cork

■ Mrs. Harvey, Grange, Waterford
Miss M. H. Hart
Miss Ethel Forsyth, Managing Director, 

Forsyth Technical College
Miss Littlejohn, Hon. Sec. Boarding-out 

Committee, Clifton
Miss Catherine Sturge, Treas.Pres. Mission, 

Bristol
Miss Matilda Sturge
Miss Elizabeth Sturge

WOMEN IN

Mrs. Forster, Agent for Bristol Emigration
■ Society

Misses Skinner, Babbacombe, Torquay
Katherine Porter, Senior Female Officer,

Glamorgan Co. Asylum
kiss Mayo, Superintendent, Certified Home
| for Girls, Ealing
Miss Steer, Director, Bridge of Hope
[ Refuge, Ratcliffe Highway-
kiss Mary Burnett, St. Mary’s Training
| Home, Notting Hill
Mrs. Jane Anne Keene, Hon. Seo. Belmont
1 Home
Mrs. Helps, Hampstead
Mrs. Edwardes Jones
Mrs. J. E. Mylne
Miss Blanche Medhurst
Mrs. Annie Percival, C.O.S. Seo., Canon-
[ bury
Misses Pritchard, Canonbury
Miss Elizabeth. A. Tournier, Chelsea
Miss Hobarts, Hampstead
kiss Jane Wilson
Miss Adeline Dickson, Bath
Miss E. G. Hopkins, Matron, Girls’ Home,
J Bath
Mrs. Blower, Mission Woman, Melbourne
Miss Maria S. Lee, Thame
Miss Catherine Temple, Oxford
Miss Harriet Thomas, Oxford
Mrs. Spence Watson, Gateshead
hrs. Hannah. Turner, Matron of Training
! Home, Sunderland
Mrs. W. H. Turner, Hon. Sec. Mourning
[ Reform Association
kiss Mary Watson, Clifton
Miss S. Courtenay Boyle, Whitechapel
Miss Vernon
Miss Annie Young, Maidenhead
Miss Lucy Bligh, Brighton

WOMEN ENGAGED IN BUSINESS.

Miss Amy E. Bell
Miss Jessie Connah, Auditor
Miss Harris Smith, Accountant
Miss Helen Clegg, Accountant
Mrs. Cooper Oakley, Milliner
Miss Edith A. Davis, Director of the Lady
[ Guides’ Association
Miss Dyer, Milliner, Bristol
Miss Agnes Garrett, House Decorator
Miss Mary Hamilton
Miss M. H. Hart, Oxford Street

IMrs. Curling Hope, Stationer, Hastings
—Miss A. Smith, Stationer, Nottingham

BUSINESS. 19

Mrs. Mitchell, Sussex Ware Manufacturer, 
Rye

Mrs. Lomas, Umbrella Manufacturer, 
Stockport

Mrs. Dowden Varian, Brush Manufacturer, 
Dublin

Mrs. Jane Waller, Lace Manufacturer, 
Stapleford.

Miss Fanny Eason Wilkinson, Landscape 
Gardener

Mrs. Impey, Jam Manufacturer, Somerset
Miss Impey, Seed Grower, Somerset
Miss Nunney, Queen’s Hotel, Bristol
Mrs. J. Spencer, Farmer, Sturton-by-Stow
Miss d’Arenberg, Great Russell Street
Mrs. Galbraith, Lodging House Keeper, 

Chester Terrace
Mary A. Law, Confectioner, Darwen’
Margaret Milligan, Milliner, Darwen
Eliza Julia McFarlane, Clerk
Emily Paterson, Secretary, Westbury-on- 

Trym
Miss F. Margaret Smith, L.L.A., Type 

Writer
Mrs. Reynolds, Draper, Bridport
Jane Russell, Secretary, Crowndale Road
Mrs. and Misses Windsor, Drapers
Miss Parsons, Draper, Wotton-under-Edge
Mary Somerville, Lady’s Maid
Miss Truscott, Postmistress, Launceston
Miss Weede, Printer
Maria Williams, Temperance Hotel Pro

prietor
Mrs. Anna Weeks, Lodging House Keeper, 

Chester Terrace
Mrs. H. Walker, Fishmonger, King’s Road
Mary Alice and Ann Ainsworth, Con

fectioners
Anne Baker, Clerk
Miss Ethelrinda Hadwen, Type Writer, 

Edinburgh.
Minnie Baker, Typist
Miss Elizabeth. B. Fleming, Type Writer, 

Edinburgh
E. Caldon, Book Keeper
P. Hodge, Book Keeper, Ruthin
F. Bowdley, Dress Maker
Jane B. Weale, Dress Maker, Girvan
M. Girvan, Milliner, Girvan
Mrs. Donald
Miss Whyte
B. McKennar, Girvan

’ Mrs. Toombs, Taplow
Mrs. Longhurst, Taplow
Mrs. Brewster, Housekeeper
Martha Ann Moss, Hyde 
Ada Wilson, Hyde
Sarah Sandbach, Hyde
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LANDOWNERS.

Miss Anthony, Much. Hadham
Miss Aylmer, Donadea Castle
Miss Atkinson, Sale
Miss Frances Baynes, Manor House, Bucks
Miss Boucherett, Lady of the Manor of 

Willingham, and Stallingborough, Lin
colnshire

Miss Susan Maria ffarrington. Lady of the 
Manors of Leyland-cum-Ulms Walton 
and Pennartham

Mrs, Brigstock, Blaenpant
Mrs. Brookes, Somerset Street, W.
Mrs. Joseph Cross, Bolton-le-Moors
Miss Margaret Child, Offcote Hurst
Miss De Burgh.
Mary Anne Jones, Royston
Miss Lloyd, Dolgelly
Miss Ewart, Coneyhurst
Mrs. Grimshawe, Goldington Grange, Beds.
Misses Harvey, Goldington Hall 
F. A. Jolliffe, East Cowes
Miss Elizabeth. Tachbrook Landor, Lea

mington.
Mrs. Massingberd, Gunby, Lincolnshire
Miss Morgan, Brecknock

Mrs. Pierrepont Mundy, Thornbury House
Gloucester

Mrs. R. Peek, Sussex
Miss E. J. Webley Parry, Cardigan
Mrs. Richards, Caerynwch
Miss Schaw - Protheroe, Glyntaf House, 

South, Wales
Mrs. George Rooke, Sale
Miss Emma M. Thomas, Alloa
Miss Eliza Williams, Henlys
Miss Caroline Williams, Kensington
Mrs. Blake, Renvyle
Miss Wilson, Coolcarrigan
Miss A. A. Butler, Dublin
Mrs. Lock-Roe, Representative of the 

Lynton Manors
Mrs. J. P. Bell, Waverley House, Hull
Mrs. L. A. Soulby, Lady of the Manor of

East Keal
Miss Laura Calmady, Knighton
Miss H. H. Tatlock, Halesworth
Mrs. Dirom, Annan
Miss Caroline Richardson, Grasmere
Mrs. Upton-Cottrell-Dormer, Ingmire Hall, 

Sedburgh
Madame Bodichon
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And Delegates of

Miss Emily Davies.
Captain Edwards-Heathcote, M.P.
Mrs. Henry Fawcett.
Louisa Lady GOLDSMID.

Mrs. Hallett.
The Viscountess HARBERTON.
Mrs. Haslam. - 
Miss MORDAN.
T. W. Russell, Esq., M.P.
Mrs. Stephen Spring-Rice.
Mrs. Sterling.
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In addition to the above the following names have been received :—
Mrs. Simpson, Kilton Cottage; Miss Harriet Ronald, Mrs. Julia Price, Miss Helen 

E. Ronald, Battersea.
Mrs. Agnes Johnston, Mrs. Catherine Oughton, Mrs. Janet Nelson, Mrs. Mary Ann 

Clark, Mrs. Eleanor Brewin, Dumfries.
Margaret and Elizabeth and Mary Robb, Emma Morisset, Mary Grierson, Teachers. 

Mary Kirkpatrick, Jessie Lockhart, Dumfries.
Mrs. Annie Richmond, Mrs. Margaret Selkirk, Mrs. Margaret Roberts, Mrs. 
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Fanny Cheadle, Alice and Kate Dallman, A. Worrall, M. Whittington, A. Kendall, 
L. Hastings, E. Collyer, A. Bradshaw, Melbourne.

Mrs. E. Frise, Caroline Fryman, Ellen Garson, Sarah Henley, E. Vennall, Ann 
Vennall.

Mrs. Wolseley, Mrs. R. C. Hunt, Miss G. M. Jones, Mrs. Weale, Miss Forster, 
Mrs. Grace White, Bedford.

Miss Mary Reeves, Miss Susanna T. Reeves and Miss H. Reeves, Douglas, Cork.
Miss Greatorex, Cumberland Place.
Elizabeth Threlfall, Annie Threlfall, Clara S. E. Cox.
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Treasurer: Professor Adamson.
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Dalton Street, Manchester.
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NORTH OF IRELAND BRANCH OF

THE NATIONAL SOCIETY FOR
WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE.

Established 1871.

Hon. Secretary : Miss Isabella Tod, 
40, University Road, Belfast.
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A List of Parliamentary Friends of Women’s Suffrage, 
reprinted from the Women’s Suffrage Journal. Price ld.

Declaration in Favour OF Women’s SUFFRAGE, being a 
complete List of the Signatures received at 10, Great 
College Street, Westminster. Price 2d.

Opinions of Conservative Leaders. Leaflet, is. Qd. per 100.

Women’s Suffrage. Reasons for supporting the Extension of 
the Franchise. Is. per 100.

A Letter from an Englishwoman to Englishwomen. Is. 6d. 
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Speech of the Countess of Portsmouth at the Annual 
Meeting, July 9th, 1889, Price Id,
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Clara Lady Rayleigh.
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Mrs. Stephen Spring-Rice.
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ASSOCIATED SOCIETIES.

Manchester National Society for Women’s Suffrage.—
Established 1867.

Honorary Secretary :
Treasurer : Professor ADAMSON.

Office : Queen’s Chambers, 5, John Dalton Street, Manchester.

Bristol and West of England BRANCH of the National Society
for Women’s Suffrage.—Established 1868.
President: The COUNTESS OF PORTSMOUTH.

Hon. Secretary and Treasurer : Mrs. ASHWORTH HALLETT.

Secretary: Miss BLACKBURN.

Office: 69, Park Street, Bristol.

North of Ireland Branch of the National Society for Women’s
Suffrage.—Established 1871.

Hon. Secretary : Miss ISABELLA TOD, 16, Mount Charles, Belfast.

Dublin Society.—Established 1874.
Hen. Secretaries : Mrs. HASLAM, 91, Rathmines Road, Dublin.

Miss MacDowell.
Luton Committee—Established 1880. Hon. Sec.: Miss Louisa Bigg.

Leeds National Society for Women’s Suffrage.—
Established 1889.

Hon Sec.: Mrs. Rawlinson Ford, Weetwood, Leeds.

The Report which your Committee have to-day to present 
is negative as far as regards action in the House of Commons, 
notwithstanding various indications of the growth of favour
able public opinion.

On the first day of the session the Parliamentary Com
mittee in favour of Women’s Suffrage met to arrange for the 
introduction of a Bill, but the best place drawn in the ballot 

that obtained by Mr. C. E. Schwann—stood fiftieth in 
rotation, a quite hopeless position ; Mr. Walter McLaren 
had, however, drawn a first place for a Resolution on M arch 
4th., Consequently the Parliamentary Committee decided 
to abandon the intention of introducing a Bill this session 
and to proceed by Resolution, supporting that of which Mr. 
McLaren gave notice in the following terms:—

" To call attention to the exclusion of women from the Parliamen
tary franchise; and to move, That the exclusion of women, otherwise 
legally qualified, from voting in elections of members of Parliament 
is injurious to those excluded, and contrary to the principle of just 
representation and to that of the laws now in force regulating the 
bodsus” of town and county councils, and other local representative

Mr. Samuel Smith gave notice that he would move as a 
amendment:—
o"Toleave out from the word ‘ That ’ to the end of the Question, in 
order to add the words this House views with apprehension so great 
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a change in our political system as would be involved in the 
admission of women to the Parliamentary franchise and declines to 
entertain the proposal.”

As March 4th drew near it became apparent that the 
debate on the Parnell Commission would occupy the attention 
of the House to the exclusion of all motions by private 
members. Mr. McLaren continued to ballot for another 
date and obtained a place on April 25th. It must be 
remembered that by the rules of the House of Commons only 
one division can be taken on a motion by a private member on 
Friday evenings'. Mr. McLaren held a second place only, but 
shortly before the day arrived there seemed every probability 
that the preceding motion would be dropped, and expectations 
were reasonably entertained that a division might be taken 
on the Women’s Suffrage Resolution. This expectation was 
however, disappointed, and Mr. McLaren, unwilling to bring 
forward the Resolution without a reasonable prospect of a 
division, withdrew his notice.

Hope was shortly again roused by the fact that Mr. 
Caleb Wright had secured a first place on June 3rd—the 
Tuesday after Whitsuntide recess—for a Resolution identical 
with that of Mr. M’Laren, and that Baron Dimsdalehad also 
obtained a first place on Friday, June 6th, for a Resolution of 
similar import, which ran as follows :—

"That in the opinion of this House it is injurious to the best 
interests of the country that women who are entitled to vote at 
municipal, parochial, school board, and county council elections 
should be disabled from voting at Parliamentary elections, though 
possessed of the necessary statutory qualification, and that it is desirable 
that this disability should be forthwith repealed.”

Again, however, the pressure on the House after Whitsun
tide threatened both motions. The Parliamentary Committee 
held another meeting on May 19th and appointed a deputation 
to wait on the First Lord of the Treasury and press for a 
discussion on the 3rd or 6th of June. Mr. W. H. Smith 
accorded the deputation an immediate interview and expressed 
his desire that the judgment of the House should be taken on 
the question, and his 'willingness to do his best to save the 
day, but at the same time stated that he could give no definite 
promise.

On May 23rd, Mr. W. H. Smith moved that govern
ment business should have priority on Tuesdays and 
Fridays after Whitsuntide. Mr. McLaren moved an 
amendment to except Tuesday, June 3rd, and was supported 
by Mr. Alfred Webb, and Sir Rainald Knightley. The 
amendment was lost by a majority of 113. This division 
however, being taken on a side issue, cannot be in any sense 
regarded as a test of the opinion of the House of Commons 
on the general question.

The following members voted in the minority :—
Abraham, William (Limerick) 
Allison, Robert Andrew 
Austin, John
Blane, Alexander
Bradlaugh, Charles
Charrington, Spencer 
Cobb, Henry Peyton 
Condon, Thomas Joseph 
Corbett, Archibald (Glasgow) 
Courtney, Rt. Hon. Leonard H. 
Dimsdale, Baron Robert 
Esslemont, Peter
Evans, Samuel T. (Glamorgan) 
Graham, Robert Cunninghame 
Grotrian, Frederick Brent
Hunter, Wm. Alex. (Aberdeen)

Knightley, Sir Rainald
Lawson, Sir Wilfrid (Cumberland) 
Leake, Robert
Morton, Alpheus Cleophas.
Nolan, Colonel (Galway, N.) 
Northcote, Hon. Sir H. Stafford. 
O’Connor, Arthur (Donegal) 
Rowlands, W. Bowen (Card’sh) 
Rowntree, Joshua 
Schwann, Charles E. 
Stevenson, Francis S. (Suffolk) 
Stewart, Halley (Lincolnshire) 
Summers. William 
Sutherland, A. (Sutherlandshire) 
Thomas, David Alfred (Merthyr) 
Wilson, Henry J. (York, W.R.)

Tellers for'the Ayes, Mr. Walter M’Laren and Mr. Webb.

The disappointment naturally felt at the collapse of each 
successive opportunity that has appeared this session may, 
however, be mitigated by the reflection that the prospect of a 
debate on an abstract Resolution does not arouse the interest 
felt for a debate on a Bill. It is difficult to bring members 
together for a debate leading to no immediate action, 
more could be done during the session, and your Committee 
trust that whenever the Parliamentary Committee are able to 
obtain the judgment of the House on the question it may be 
on a Bill rather than on an abstract Resolution.

The following are the members who constitute the 
Parliamentary Committee :—
Addison, J. E. W. 
Agg-Gardner, J. T. 
Ainslie, W. G.
Borthwick, Sir A. Bart.
Bradlaugh, Charles 
Bridgman, Col.
Cameron, Dr.
Collings, Jesse 
Clark, Dr. G. B.
Cotton, Col.
Courtney, Right Hon. L.
Craven, J.
Dimsdale, Baron 
Duncombe, Arthur 
Dunsany, Lord 
Edwards-Heathcote, Captain 
Eyre, Col.
Fitzgerald, R. U. Penrose 
Fitzwygram, Sir F., Bart. 
Fowler, Sir R. W., Bart.

Gedge, Sydney 
Grotrian, F. B. 
Haldane, R.
Hill, A. Staveley 
Houldsworth, Sir W. H. Bart. 
Howorth, H. H.
Hughes, Col. Edwin 
Illingworth, Alfred 
Johnston, W. 
Kenyon, Hon. G. T. 
Knightley, Sir R. 
Lafone, A. 
Laurie, C. A.
Lawson, Sir Wilfrid, Bart. 
Lawson, H. L. W.
Llewellyn, E. H.
Lowther, H. W.
McArthur, A.
McCarthy, Justin 
McClure, J. W.



McLaren, W. S. B. 
Murdoch, C. T. 
Plowden, Sir W. 
Puleston, Sir J. H. 
Rasch, Major 
Reed, H. Byron 
Rollit, Sir A. K. 
Round, Jas. 
Russell, Sir Geo. 
Russell, T. W. 
Schwann, C. E. 
Seal-Hayne, Charles 
Shaw, Thomas

Sidebottom, Col. W.
Stansfeld, Rt. Hon. James 
Stuart, James 
Summers, W. 
Temple, Sir Richard, Bart. 
Watkin, Sir E. W., Bart.
Williams, A. J.
Wilson, H. J.
Wolmer, Viscount 
Woodall, Wm.
Wright, Caleb 
Wright, H. Smith

Your committee have throughout the past year steadily 
adhered to the policy of endeavouring to obtain the Par
liamentary Franchise for duly qualified women, independently 
of party considerations or side issues however interesting or 
important.

A Parliamentary return issued last March, shews that in 
England and Wales 441,754 women are qualified to vote for 
County Councils and 243,448 for Town Councils, making a 
total of 685,202. Including other Franchises, the number of 
women who would be qualified as Parliamentary voters, 
would probably amount to about 900,000, in England and 
Wales, being a proportion of about fifteen and a half per cent, 
of the whole electorate.*

Taking into consideration the vast number of petitions 
which have been presented to Parliament year after year 
since this movement began, your committee took no steps to 
promote general petitions this year, but adopted a fresh line

QUALIFICATIONS OF ELECTORS.
'Counties .Only.

Freehold of 40s. annual value (rent charges excepted). Act 
of 1429.

Copyholds of £5 annual value. Act of 1744. 
'Leaseholds (over 20 years) of {50 annual value. Act of 1832.
Leaseholds (oyer 60 years) of 45 annual value. Act of 1867.

U) 
□

Counties and Boroughs.
Occupation of any dwelling house. Act of 1867 for boroughs; 

extended to Counties, 1884.
Occupation of land or tenement, including-warehouse, count

ing house, shop, office, chambers of1o annual value. Act of 
1867 for boroughs ; extended to Counties, 1884.

Lodgers occupying apartments of the annual value of {1o, 
unfurnished, (claims to be renewed each year). Act of 1867 
for boroughs ; extended to counties, 1884.

Service Franchise. Any person who separately inhabits a 
dwelling house by virtue of any office, service or employ
ment whether he pay rates or not, Act of 1884,

of action in asking their friends to send memorials to their 
representatives in Parliament, signed respectively by electors 
and by women, praying their support to a measure for the en
franchisement of unmarried women and widows. Memorials 
of this kind were extensively signed in certain of the Metro
politan boroughs and proved a means of interesting many 
persons in the question, by whom it had not before been 
seriously considered. One petition was, however, forwarded 
through the instrumentality of your committee, to which the 
names were attached of women who had signed the petition 
presented in 1866. by Mr. John Stuart Mill, the first petition 
ever presented in connection with the present movement.

The signatures appended showed the long enduring in
terest felt by leading workers in many directions, as well 
as those working in connection with this society.*

Your Committee desire to thank Miss Esther M. Bakewell 
for an influential meeting arranged at her studio in Hampstead, 
on May 31st, Mr. J. S. Fletcher in the chair, which was 
addressed by Sir Richard Temple, Mrs. Fawcett, Mr. F. E. 
Garrett, and Miss Mordan. A meeting was also held during

"The humble Petition of the undersigned Survivors of the Signa
tories to the Petition presented in favour of Women’s Suffrage by Mr. 
John Stuart Mill, in 1866.

Sheweth,
That twenty-three years ago, we, the undersigned, together with 

other women, signed a Petition to your honourable House in the 
following terms :

" That it having been expressly laid down by high authorities 
that the possession of property in this country carries with it 
the right to vote in the election of representatives in 
Parliament, it is an evident anomaly that some holders of 
property are allowed to use this right, while others forming 
no less a constituent part of the nation, and equally qualified 
by law to hold property, are not able to exercise this privilege.

" That the participation of women in the government is con- 
sistent with the principles of the British Constitution, 
inasmuch as women in these islands have always been held 
capable of sovereignty, and women are eligible for various 
public offices.”*,

" Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray your honourable House 
to consider the expediency of providing for the representa
tion of all householders, without distinction of sex, who 
possess such property or rental qualification as your 
honourable House may determine.”

That these terms appeal with even greater cogency in 1890 than in 
1866,. inasmuch as the franchise has since then, on two separate 
occasions, been widened to include large additional bodies of men.

Your Petitioners therefore pray that your honourable House will 
grant speedy fulfilment to the prayer aforesaid, by passing a Bill for 
the extension of the parliamentary franchise to women.
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And your Petitioners will ever pray.
The petition received the signatures of the following ladies

I

May, at 18, Sheffield Terrace, by the kindness of Mrs. Sterling, 
when Mrs. Beddoe (of Clifton) presided; Captain James, 
Miss Emily Davies, Miss Mordan and others took part.

The work of the year closed with a conference held, by 
kind permission of Col. and Mrs. Cotton, at their house, 18, 
Wilton Crescent, in order to consider methods of developing 
the work of this Society, and your Committee gratefully 
acknowledge the support given in convening the conference 
by Louisa Lady Anstruther, the Lady Frances Balfour, the

I I 
| t. ' + v 8 3 y 1
K I

5, 
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Anderson, Mrs. Garrett, M.D.
Anderson, Mrs. Hall 
Anderson, Miss Sarah 
Anthony, Miss Hannah H. 
Babb, Miss C. E.
Beddoe, Mrs.
Belloc, Madame 'Parkes 
Biggs, Miss Elizabeth Ashurst 
Bigg, Mrs. Heather 
Bodichon, Madame 
Boucherett, Miss E. J.

- Brown, Mrs. Helen 
Buss, Miss 
Clayton, Mrs. (Peterborough) 
Clark, Mrs. Helen Bright 
Clark, Dr. Annie 
Cobbe, Miss F. Power 
Colman, Mrs. Mill 
Craig, Miss Agnes 
Cross, Mrs. Joseph 
Davenport-Hill, Miss F. 
Davies, Miss Emily 
D’Avigdor, Countess 
De Morgan, Mrs. Augustus 
Donkin, Miss Maryanne 
Drewry, Miss Louisa 
Drewry, Miss E. B.
Edwards, Miss Matilda Betham 
Fitch, Mrs. J. G.
Fox, Mrs. Bridell 
Garrett, Mrs. Newsom 
Goldsmid, Louisa Lady 
Gonino, Miss 
Gough, Miss Susanna J. 
Grey, Mrs. William 
Hallett, Mrs. Ashworth 
Haslam, Mrs. (Dublin) 
Hele, Mrs. H. (Aldeburgh) 
Hickson, Mrs. (Highbury)

It is of interest to recall

Hill, Miss Joanna M. 
Impey, Mrs. (Street). 
Impey, Miss Mary Hannah 
Jackson, Elizabeth Lady 
Knox, Mrs. Craig 
Kyllman, Mrs. Max.
Lamb, Miss Mary Anne (Edin.) 
Lamb, Miss Isabella 
McLaren, Mrs. Duncan 
Manning, Miss E. A.
Martin, Mrs. C. (Aldeburgh) 
Millar, Mrs. Grant
Moore, Mrs. Rebecca 
Nichol, Mrs. Eliza Pease

• Oldham, Miss Eliza (Rochdale) 
Oldham, Miss Hannah 
Phillott, Mrs. Arthur 
Priestman, Miss 
Priestman, Miss Mary 
Ramsden, Mrs. (nee Hill) 
Ronniger, Mrs.
Scott, Miss Catherine 
Shirreff, Miss Emily- 
Sladen, Mrs-Charlotte (Rochdale) 
Slatter, Miss Jane (Canterbury) 
Sloane, Miss Jane A. (Edin.) 
Sloane, Miss Joanna (Edin.) 
Stevenson, Miss Eliza 
Stone, Miss Ellen 
Tanner, Mrs. Arthur
Taylor, Mrs. Thomas (Tetsworth)
Taylor, Miss Helen 
Ticehurst, Miss (Battle) 
Webster, Mrs. Augusta
Weller, Miss C. (Battle)
Weller, Miss E. (Battle)
Westlake, Mrs.
Wigham, Miss Eliza

that the original petition bore the 
signatures of Mrs. Somerville, Miss Harriet Martineau, Mrs. Grote, 
Mrs. Mary Howitt, Lady, Anna Gore Langten.

Hon. Lady Grey Egerton, the Countess of Portsmouth, Clara 
Lady Rayleigh and Mrs. Henry’Sidgwick. Addresses were 
given at the conference by Baron Dimsdale, M.P., and Miss 
Tod, followed by discussion on practical work.

The past year has been marked by the death of several of 
the earliest friends of the movement; above all your Com
mittee have reason to deplore the death of Miss C. A. Biggs, 
which took place in September last and deprived the cause 
of one of its earliest and most indefatigable workers, and 
your Committee of one of their most trusted advisers. Mrs. 
Lucas, who died in March, was also one whose interest in 
Women’s Suffrage dated from the earliest beginning to cease 
only with her life. The death of Mr. Talbot, M.P., removes 
an old supporter from the House of Commons, one of 
those who had voted with Mr. John Stuart Mill in the first 
division on the question in 1867. In Mrs. Pfeiffer your 
Society has lost, a valued member. .

The rapidly increasing activity of women in connection 
with all sides of party politics, betokens that a great change 
has been wrought in the public mind which is fast dissipating 
the once favourite objection that " women have nothing to do 
with politics.” It is with fresh hope that your Committee 
appeal to the public to support a society whose object is to 
obtain a lateral extension of the already existing Parlia
mentary Franchises and thus to remove an anomaly and an 
injustice from our representative institutions.

alt Zttemtoriant
LYDIA ERNESTINE BECKER

Died at Geneva, July i8th, 1890.

Since, the Report was printed the Committee have 
been deeply grieved to receive the news of the very 
great loss they have sustained in the death of their 
friend and colleague, Miss Becker.

Her long experience, her intimate knowledge of all 
matters bearing on the claims of women to represen
tation, her sagacity and her devotion to the work of 
the Society make her loss one that is most keenly- 
felt and deeply deplored.

The best tribute which all who respect and mourn 
her can pay to her memory will be to work more 
zealously in bringing about the speedy accomplish
ment of the object to which her life was devoted.

9
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. NATIONAL SOCIETY FOR WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE.

General Annual Meeting of the Central Committee.
Westminster Town Hall, July i^th, 1890.

THE EARL OF CAMPERDOWN in the Chair.

The Secretary presented the Report and Financial Statement.

Resolution I:
That this Meeting adopt the Report and Financial Statement 

and direct that they be printed for circulation.

Moved by Viscount Wolmer, M.P.
Seconded by Lady Knightley.

Resolution II: .
That n the opinion of this meeting the principle of Women’s 

Suffrage as now established by common and statute law for unmarried 
women and widows in local elections, should be extended to Parlia
mentary elections, this meeting therefore respectfully requests its 
Parliamentary friends to take steps for the introduction of a Bill 
to that effect at the earliest period of the next session and pledges 
itself to support such action by every means in its power.

Moved by Miss I. M. S. Tod.
Seconded by Mr. Alfred Lafone, M.P.
Supported by Col. Cotton, M.P.

„ „ Mrs. Fawcett.

Resolution III:
That the Executive Committee for the ensuing year consist 

of the following persons, with power to add to their number, and of 
delegates of Associated Societies :—

Professor Adamson, Miss Gertrude Andrews, Mrs. Ashford, 
Miss Becker, Miss Helen Blackburn, Miss Jessie Boucherett, Miss 
Frances Power Cobbe, Colonel Cotton, M.P., Miss Courtenay, 
The Right Hon. Leonard Courtney, M.P., Miss F. Davenport-Hill, 
Miss Emily Davies, Captain Edwards-Heathcote, M.P., Mrs. Henry- 
Fawcett, Louisa Lady Goldsmid, Mrs. Hallett, Mrs. Haslam, Miss 
Mordan, Clara Lady Rayleigh, T. W. Russell, Esq., M.P., Mrs. 
Stephen Spring-Rice, Mrs. Sterling, and Miss Tod.

Moved by the Hon. Lady Grey Egerton.
Seconded by Miss Emily Davies.

Resolution IV:
That the best thanks of this Meeting be given to the Earl of 

Camperdown for presiding on the present occasion.
Moved by Miss Blackburn.
Seconded by Miss F. Davenport-Hill*



SUBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS.
£ S.

Dons
d.

Adair, Mrs. H. (1889-90) -

„ „ collected by
Allen, Miss

0 8 6

Anderson, Mrs. Garrett, M.D. - 2
Anderson, Mrs. Hall
Anderson, Miss -
Antrobus, Miss (per Miss Mordan)
Ashmore, Mrs.
Atkin, Edward, Esq.
Atkinson, Mrs. Beavington
Aylmer, Miss
Babb, Miss -
Babb, J. Staines, Esq.
Baily, J. T. H., Esq. - - -
Baily, Mrs. Richard -
Bakewell, Miss E. M.

2 0

„ collected by
Balfour, Mrs. Lewis 
Baxter, Mrs. Fleming 
Baxter, Miss 
Beechcroft, Miss 
Bell, Miss

0 9 0

Bell, Miss A. E. 1 0 0
Bewicke, Mrs. Cal ver ley 
Biggs, Miss Ashurst 
Biggs, Miss Maude 
Biggs, Miss Kate 
Bird, Miss Lucy

0 10 0

Blacker, Mrs. Lewis - .
Blackmore, Miss
Borchardt, Miss
Bostock, Miss

0 10 0

Boucherett, Miss J. 10 0 0
„ „ (second donation) - 10

Brander, Miss -
Bridges,-Mrs. -
Brodhurst, Mrs. - -
Brown, Miss E. L. -
Brumgate, Miss
Buchan, Dowager Countess
Buckland, Miss - -

0 0

Bullock, Mrs.
Burt, Miss N. S.
Bush, Misses
Calthorp, Miss
Channing-Pearce, Mrs. - 
Charlesworth, Mrs.
Chickall, Miss

0 5 0

Colborne, Hon. Mrs.
Cooper, Miss L.

0 10 0

Connah, Miss Jessie 
Cotton, Mrs. G.

0 10 0

Courtauld, George, Esq. 
Coxhead, Miss •

2 2 0

Crawshay, Mrs.
Crook, Mrs.

I 0 0

£ s. d.
Subs.

0 10 0

10 0

110 
026 
026 
0 10 0 
050 
050 
110 
2 2 0
110 
0 2 6
0 2 6 
0 10, 0

10 0
10 0
050 
026
0 10 0

2 2 0 
IIO 
0 5 0 
0 5 0

0 5 0 
0 5 0 
IOO

0 2 6 
10 0
0 10 0
026 
026
2 2 0
0 2 6

0 2 6 
2 2 O'
0 5 0
0 5 0
0 5 0
0 2 6

0 5 0 
O IO 0 
10 0

0 10 0

1 0 0

Dons. Subs.
Crowe, Miss 100
Crump, Miss -- - 0 10 0
Culme-Seymour, Mrs. - 1 1 •
Curry, Miss 050
Darwin, Mrs. Francis 100
Davenport Hill, Miss 110
Davenport-Hill, Miss F. - - 100 110

„ (second donation) 300
Davies, Miss Emily- 110
Davies, Mrs. 050
Debenham, Mrs. William - " 0 10 0
Dimsdale, Baron, M.P. - - 330
Donkin, Miss 050
Dublin Committee - - 10 0
Duer, Misses - - - 0 10 0
Dymond, Mrs. George 050
Eaton, Mrs. Lauder - - 026
Eccles, Miss - - 10 0 0 500
Edge, Miss -
Edwards-Jones, Mrs.

0 2 0
0 2 6

Eland, Mrs. - 026
Ely, Miss Emily - - . - 050
Ely, Miss - 050
Evans, Miss 010 0
Eve, Mrs. 100
Fawcett, Mrs. Henry - 500 500
Fawcett, Miss - 100
Fennell, Mrs, 0 2 0
Field, Mrs. Eastwick - 0 5 0
Findlay, Miss - - 0 2 6
Ford, Miss J. O. - - “ 2 2 0
Ford, Mrs. Rawlinson - 050
Fullerton, Mrs. - 0 5 0
Friend, per Mrs. Bridges - . 100
Garrett, Miss Agnes 2 0 0
Goff, Miss - - - 0 2 6

. Goldsmid, Louisa, Lady - 10 0 c1 2 2 0
Gonino, Miss - -- 0 2 6
Gordon, Miss. - - - 0 5 0
Green, Miss E. H - 10 0
Griffith, Dowager Lady Waldie 3 3 c )

, „ (second donation) 2 0 c)
Grimshawe, Mrs. - 110
Grove, Miss - 0 10 0

„ collected by
Miss Macdonald 0 2 (
Miss Mander 0 2 (
Miss Morrison 0 5 c )
Miss M. L. Sprigg 0 5 <2
Miss Ethel Tribe . 0 2 (
Miss H. M. Wilson 0 2 <

Gurney, Miss M. 1 . 0 0
Gurney, Miss A. 0 10 0
Gwynne, Miss 0 10 0
Hallett, T. G. P., Esq., and Mrs. Hallett 5 0 « >
Hamilton, Miss ■ - 050
Hamley, Miss 026
Hampden, Miss 110
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£ s.

Don
d.

s.. ■
£ S. d. 

Subs.
Harberton, Viscountess - I o 0
Harcourt, Hon. A. V. 0 10 0
Hardie, Miss 026
Hare, Thomas, Esq. 110
Hart, Hiss M. H. - 050
Heath, Mrs. Bayly - - 10 0
Higginson, Mrs. - - 100
Hill, the late Miss Katherine, per Miss F.D. Hill 2 0 o
Hill, Miss Emily- - - 026
Hill, Miss Georgina - 026
Hill, Mrs. Frank .. 110
Hill, Frederick, Esq. 10 0
Hodgson, Mrs. C. H. - 2 2 o

„ „ (second donation) IO 0 o
,, ,, (third donation) 3 3 o

Holland, Mrs. Charles .. 2 2 0
Holland, Miss Mabel 2 0 0
Hubbard, Mrs. oso
Humphrey, Mrs. - —

•
026

Innes, Mrs. 026
Jeffcock, Mrs. 0 5 0
Jex-Blake, Dr. Sophia - 100
Johnson, Miss Agnes - • 100
Johnson, Miss Lucy - I o 0 110

» „ (second donation) I o o
Jones, Miss Constance 10 0
Jones, Miss H. M. 050
Kensington, Miss - 0 10 0
Kuhlmann, Mrs. Richardson - 0100
Lafone, Alfred, Esq., M.P. - 2 2 0
Lawrence, Miss D. 110
Lawrence, Miss M. — 110
Lawrence, Miss P. - 110
Lecky, Mrs. Hartpole * 10 0
Lewin, Miss a 0 2 6Lewis, Mrs. Geo. * 110Light, Miss 110Lister, Miss Emma - 050Lloyd, Miss S' 0 10 0
Lord, Miss Frances - - 2 0 o
Lovell, Mrs. - = 0 2 6
Ludlow, Miss a - to 0
Per Luton Committee.'—

Mrs. Alford a. 6a
Mrs. Baily — J —

0 2 0Mrs. Bigg OFo
Miss Bigg = ••

2 2 0Mrs. Boutwood Ol6
Michael Cook, Esq. - O0
Mrs. Hall 0K
Mrs. Thurnham U2•

0 s A
Mrs. F. B. Webb - •-

0 2 6John Webdale, Esq. OF
Mrs. Webster = a. •

i - A

Mrs. Wootton * X • 5 • 
06

Mrs. Henry Wright & a- OFMcKerlie, Miss Helen D—
A

Manning, Miss E. A. > • 5 O
10 0

15
£

D
s. d.
ons.

Si s. d. 
Subs.

Marshall, Mrs. Stephen - 
Marshall, Miss A. G.
Martineau, Miss L. E. - 
Matheson, Lady 
Moore, Miss Ogle 
Mordan, Miss

-

10 0 0

2 0 0 
0 5 0 
IOO 
IOO 
0 2 6
5 0 0

, (second donation) -
Mordan, Angustus, Esq. -
Mosley, Miss M.
Muller, Mrs.
Mylne, Mrs. E. H.
Nash, Miss Janet
Nathan, Mrs. Henry
Newman, Prof. F. W.
Notcutt, Miss
Onley, Miss

„ collected by

-

10

0

0

2

0

6

110 
0 2 6 
110 
0 10 0 
026 
026 
10 0
050 
026

Paley, Hon. Mrs.
Percival, Mrs.
Pereira, Hon. Mrs.
Phillott, Mrs.
Phillott, Miss Constance - 
Phillott, Miss Edith
Porter, Miss
Poyser, Mrs.
Pym, Mrs. Guy 
Rayleigh, Clara Lady 1 1 0

2 2 0
0 2 6
2 2 0
0 10 0
0 5 0
0 5 0
0 5 0
0 2 6
IIO
IIO

Rawlings, Mrs.
Rawlings, Miss
Reeves, Miss
Richardson, Miss
Robartes, Miss
Roberts, Sir Owen and Lady
Roberts, Miss Dorothea -
Roberts, T. R., Esq.
Robertson, Miss
Robson, Miss H., collected by

Miss Maria Brown

- ■

2

0

O

2

0

6

0 5 0
0 2 6
0 10 0 
IOO 
0 2 6
2 2 0

0 10 . 6 
IOO

Smaller sums - - O 6 0
Rowdon, Miss Mortimer 
Ruth, Miss 1 0 0

1 1 O
IOO

(second donation) - 1 0 0
Sales, Mrs.
Sanderson, J. S., Esq.
Scholefield, Mrs.
Seakins, Mrs. f
Shaen, Mrs. |
Shaen, Miss
Shedden, Mrs. E. C.
Shedden, Mrs. R. -
Sidgwick, Prof, and Mrs. Henry
Sieveking, Miss E. W.
Sims, Mrs.
Singleton, Mrs.
Smith, Mrs. St. Osythe Eustace
Smith, Mrs. P. F.
Smith, Miss M. Harris
Snoad, Mrs. Frank 10 0 0

10 0 
110 
100 
026 
110 
110 
026 
026 
2 2 0
0 2 6 
0 2 6 
0 2 6
10 0
0 5 0
0 10 6
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£ s. d. £ 5. d.

Dons. Subs.
Snoad, Mrs. Frank, Collected by

Miss Lizzie Aldridge 0 2 6
Dr. Ernest Clarke 0 5 0
Miss d’Esterre Hughes - 0 2 6
Miss Fraser 0 2 6
Miss Keene 0 2 6
F. P. 0 2 6
Miss Town Smith 0 2 6
A Friend 0 2 6

Spottiswoode, The Misses - - 1 0 0
Spring-Rice, Mrs. S. 1 1 0

„ „ Collected by
S. Spring-Rice, Esq. 0 2 6
Small Sums 0 8 0

Sterling, Mrs. - 2 0 0
Sterling, Miss F. O 5 0
Stone, Miss 2 0 0
Storr, Mrs. Francis - _ _ 1 0 0
Stopes, Mrs. 0 5 0
Strange, Miss L. G. 1 1 0
Streatfield, Mrs. - I 1 0
Swanwick, Miss Anna 2 2 0
Tabor, Miss M. C. O F 0
Tacey, Miss 1 0 0
Tacey, Miss Alice - I 0 0
Tacey, Miss Anne - I 0 0
Tapson, Mrs. - 2 2 0
Tatlock, Miss - 1 0 0
Taylor, Mrs. Thomas - I 1 0
Temple, Sir Richard, Bart., M.P. - I O 0
Thomas, Mrs. Eliza - - - 10 0 0
Thomas, Mrs. Charles I 1 0
Thorne, Mrs. - O F 0
Tomkins, Mrs. - [ 0 0
Turner, Mrs. J. W. - - - O 5 0
Vansittart, Mrs. Robert - - - 0

J
5 0

Vickery, Dr. Alice - 0
J

5 0
„ ,, (second year) 0 10 0

Wainwright, Miss - 0 5 0
Walker, Miss Abney 1

j

0 0
» „ Collected by - 0 9 0

Walker, Mrs. Ingram - 0 10 6
Ward, Miss F. B. 0 2 6
Wearmouth, Miss - 0 2 0
Wedgwood, Miss Julia - - - 0 10 0
Wellesley, Mrs. Gerald -• 1 O 0
Welsh, Miss - _ - 1 0 0
Westlake, John, Esq., Q.C. 0 10 0
Westlake, Mrs. - - 0 10 0
Wilkinson, Miss F. R. 1 1 0
Wilkinson, Miss L. M. 1 1 0
Willert, Mrs. 0 10 0
Willson, Miss H. - - 0 5 0
Wintie, Col. -

-
0 10 0

Youngman, Miss S. 0 0
Zimmermann, Miss Agnes 1 1 0
Various small sums . 0 10 5

GENERAL COMMITTEE.

Agg-Gardner, J' T.,Esq., M.P.
Collings, Jesse, Esq., M.P.
Cotton, Col. E., M.P.
Courtney, the Rt. Hon. Leonard, 

M.P.
Dimsdale, Baron, M.P.
Dunsany, Lord, M.P. 
Edwards-Heathcote, Capt., M.P.
FitzGerald, R. U. Penrose, Esq., 

M.P.
Fitzwygram, Lt-Gen. SirF.,M.P.
Fowler, Sir R. N., Bt., M.P. 
Fry, Lewis, Esq., M.P. 
Hanbury-Tracy,Hon. F. S., M.P. 
Hughes, Edwin, Esq., M.P.

Abbott, Rev. Edwin A., D.D. 
Adamson, Professor 
Andrews, Miss Gertrude 
Anderson, Mrs. Garrett, M.D. 
Anstruther, Louisa Lady 
Ashford, Mrs. (Birmingham) 
Babb, Miss C.E. 
Balfour, Eustace, Esq. 
Balfour, The Lady Frances 
Barnett, Mrs. S.A. 
Beddoe, John, Esq., M.D.,F.R.S. 
Beddoe, Mrs. (Clifton) 
Bell, Miss Elizabeth 
Bell, Miss A. E.
Bigg, Miss Louisa, (Luton) 
Biggs, Miss Ashurst 
Blackburn, Miss Helen 
Bostock, Miss 
Boucherett, Miss (Willingham) 
Boucherett, Miss Jessie 
Bowring, Lady (Exeter) 
Brodie-Hall, Miss L. W. (East 

bourne) 
Buchan, Dowager Countess of 
Burrough, Mrs. (Eaton Bishop) 
Byers, Mrs. (Belfast) 
Chamberlain, V. I., Esq. 
Chamberlain, Mrs. V. I. 
Champneys, Basil, Esq. 
Clark, Mrs. Benjamin 
Clough, Miss A. J. (Newnham 

College) 
Cobbe, Miss F. Power

Johnston, Wm., Esq., M.P. 
Kenyon, Hon. Geo., M. P. 
Lafone, Alfred, Esq., M.P. 
Laurie, Col., M.P. 
Lethbridge, Sir Roper, M.P. 
Long, W. H., Esq., M.P. 
Maclure, J. W., Esq., M.P. 
McLagan, Peter, Esq., M.P. 
McLaren, Walter, Esq., M.P. 
Puleston, Sir J. H., M.P. 
Rollit, Sir A. K., M.P. 
Round, James, Esq,, M.P. 
Russell, T. W., Esq., M.P. 
Temple, Sir Richard, Bt., M.P. 
Wright, H. Smith, Esq., M.P.

Colborne, The Hon. Mrs.
Colville, Col.
Cooper, Miss Laura 
Cotton, Mrs. Edward 
Courtauld, Geo., Esq. 
Courtenay, Miss 
Crook, Mrs. (Bolton) 
Cross, Mrs. Joseph (Bolton) 
Darwin, Mrs. Francis 
Davenport-Hill,Miss 
Davenport-Hill, Miss F.
Davies, Rev. Llewelyn 
Davies, Miss Emily 
Donkin, Miss
Drew, Miss Catherine 
Dunbar, Dr. Eliza W. (Bristol) 
Dunn, T. W., Esq., M.A. (Bath

College)
Eastwick-Field, Mrs.
Eccles, Miss 
Edwards, Miss Amelia B. 
Eiloart, Mrs.
Ellaby, Miss, M.D.
Ellis, Miss 
Ewart, Lady 
Fawcett, Mrs. Henry 
FitzGerald, Mrs. Penrose 
FitzGerald, Miss Geraldine 

Penrose
FitzGerald, Miss (Valencia 

Island
FitzGerald, Mrs. Robert (Tralee) 
Fletcher, J. S., Esq.



Ford, Mrs. Rawlinson (Leeds) 
Ford, Miss Isabella O.
Forsyth, W., Esq., Q.C. 
Forsyth, Miss Ethel 
Garrett, Miss Agnes 
Green, Rev. Charles (Beckenham) 
Grimshaw, Mrs. (Goldington

Grange)
Gurney, Miss Mary 
Goldsmid, Louisa, Lady 
Hallett, Mrs. Ashworth 
Hallett, T. G. P., Esq., 
Hamilton, Mrs. (Bray, Dublin) 
Hamilton, Miss Mary 
Hankey, Mrs. H. A.
Harberton, Viscount 
Harberton, Viscountess 
Harcourt, A. Vernon, Esq., 

(Oxford)
Hare, Thos., Esq. 
Hare, Miss Mary H. 
Haslam, Mrs. (Dublin) 
Heath, Mrs. W. Bayly 
Herringham, Mrs. Wilmot 
Higgins, Mrs. Napier 
Hill, Frederic, Esq., 
Hill, Mrs. Frank 
Hodgson, Mrs. C. H.
Holland, Mrs. Charles 
Hunter, R., Esq., 
Hunter, Mrs. R.
James, Captain 
Jex Blake, Dr. Sophia 
Jones, Miss H. M. (Notting Hill

High School) 
Kennard, J. Coleridge, Esq. 
Kensington, Miss 
Kinnear, J. Boyd, Esq., 
Kinnear, Mrs. J. Boyd 
Knightley, Lady- 
Lambert, Rev. Brooke 
Lecky, Mrs. W. E. H. 
Lethbridge, Lady- 
Lister, Miss Emma (Hampstead) 
Lynd, The Rev. R. I., D. D.

(Moderator, Irish Presby
terian Church)

McLaren, Mrs. Eva 
Manning, Miss E. Adelaide 
Marshall, Mrs. Mary, M.D. 
Marshall, Mrs. Emma 
Marshall, Mrs. John (Derwent

Island)
Marshall, Mrs. Stephen (Amble

side)
Meath, The Countess of

Mele Barese, Princess 
Mordan, Miss 
Mylne, Mrs.
Muller, E. B. Ivan, Esq., Man

chester
Mylne, Mrs. Eltham 
Newman, Prof. F. W. 
Parry, Lady Maude 
Percival, Rev. J., D.D. (Rugby

School)
Passmore-Edwards, J., Esq. 
Pereira, The Hon. Mrs.
Portsmouth, The Countess of 
Prideaux, Miss S.
Pym, Guy, Esq.
Pym, Mrs. Guy 
Rayleigh, Clara, Lady 
Reeves, Miss
Reeves, Miss (Tramore) 
Ridley, Miss
Roberts, Sir Owen, F.S.A.
Roberts, Lady
Roberts, Miss Dorothea 
Robertson, Miss 
Russell, Mrs. T. W.
Sanderson, J. S., Esq., (Chisle- 

hurst)
Sawyer, Lady 
Scholefield, Mrs.
Severne, Mrs. (Shrewsbury) 
Shaen, Mrs.
Sidgwick, Prof. Henry, D.Litt 
Sidgwick, Mrs. Henry- 
Spring Rice, Mrs. Stephen 
Still, Major-Gen. (Clifton) 
Sturge, Miss Emily (Bristol) 
Sturge, Miss M. C.
Sterling, Mrs.
Stone, Miss
Swanwick, Miss Anna 
Tabor, Miss M. C.
Taylor, Mrs. (Chipchase Castle) 
Taylor, Mrs. Thos.
Taylour, Miss Janet
Thomas, Mrs. Charles (Bristol) 
Thorne, Mrs. (Lewes) 
Tod, Miss (Belfast)
Turner, Mrs. Hugh Thackeray 
Twining, Miss Louisa 
Vincent, Maria, Lady- 
Ward, Mrs. E. M.
Wedgwood, Miss Julia 
Welsh, Miss (Girton College) 
Wilkinson, Miss 
Wilkinson, Miss L. M.
Wilks, Mark, Esq.

NATIONAL SOCIETY FOR WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE.

Central Committee.

The object of the Society is to obtain the Parliamentary Franchise 
for Women on the same conditions as it is, or may be granted to 
men.

The Society seeks to achieve this object—
i. By acting as a centre for the collection and diffusion of 

information with regard to the progress of the movement 
in all parts of the country.

2. By holding Public Meetings in support of the repeal of the 
Electoral Disabilities of women.

3. By the publication of Pamphlets, Leaflets, and other 
Literature bearing upon the question.

RULES.

Passed at the General Meeting of the Central Committee 

and Subscribers to its Funds, held July 17TH, 1872,

1. The Central Committee shall consist of the present members 
and such others as the Executive Committee may, from time to time, 
elect.

2. The Executive Committee shall consist of members of the 
Central Committee, to be elected at the Annual General Meeting, 
and of single delegates, the same being members of Local Com
mittees, appointed by Local Associations to represent them; the. 
Executive Committee having power to add to the Central Committee, 
.and to its own number, and to appoint the Officers.

3. A subscription of any amount constitutes membership of the 
National Society.

4. A General Meeting of the Central Committee shall be held once 
a'year to appoint the Executive Committee, to receive the Annual 
Report and the Financial Statement and to transact any other 
business which may arise.

5. The Executive Committee shall, at its first meeting, appoint the 
Officers.

6. A Special General Meeting may be called by the Executive 
Committee at any time ; or, at the written request of not less than 
twenty-five members of the Central Committee the Secretary or 
Secretaries shall call a Special General Meeting to discuss such 
matters only as are mentioned in the notice of such meeting.

7. Eight days’ public notice shall be given of all General Meetings.
8. The above Rules shall not be altered except at a General 

Meeting, after fourteen days’ notice of the proposed alteration 
given to the Executive Committee.



THEISSUED BYPUBLICATIONS

. Opinions of Conservative Leaders. Leaflet 1/6 per 100.

A List of Parliamentary Friends of Women’s Suffrage 
reprinted from the Women's Suffrage Journal. Price id.

Declaration in Favour of Women’s Suffrage, being a 
complete list of the signatures received at 10, Great 
College Street, Wesiminster. Price 2d.

COMMITTEE.

CENTRAL

MEMORIAL
to

THE MOST HONOURABLE THE MARQUIS 

OF SALISBURY, K.G.,

AND

THE RIGHT HONOURABLE W. H. SMITH, 

M.P., FIRST LORD OF THE TREASURY.

Women’s Suffrage. Reasons for supporting the Extension 
of the Franchise. 1/- per 100.

Speech of the Countess of Portsmouth at the Annual
Meeting, ffuly 9th, 1889. Price id.

Central Committee of the National Society for

Women’s Suffrage,
10, Great College Street, Westminster.

1891.



MEMORIAL
TO

THE MOST HONOURABLE THE MARQUIS OF 
SALISBURY, K.G.,

AND

THE RIGHT HONOURABLE W. H. SMITH, M.P., 
FIRST LORD OF THE TREASURY.

The difficulty of obtaining a day for Second 
Reading of the Bill for the Extension of the Par
liamentary Franchise to Women has pursued that 
measure through each Session of the present Par- 
liament, and your Memorialists hear with concern 
that fears are entertained that the day obtained 
for Second Reading of that Bill, viz., Wednesday, 
May 13th, may be sacrificed to the Whitsuntide 
recess.

In face of such a possibility, your Memorialists 
desire to urge on Her Majesty’s Government that 
a representative mass of public opinion has ac
cumulated at the back of that measure, such as 
entitles it to claim that opportunity be afforded 
for a vote to be taken during the present Par
liament.

The accompanying memorandum shews that 
the principle of the extension of the franchise to
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women ratepayers has been affirmed, and usually 
by very large majorities, by the following electoral 
bodies, representing both the great parties of the 
State. The resolutions are arranged in chrono- 
logical order.

The Parliamentary Reform Conference, held 
in Leeds on October 17th, 1883, representing the 
united bodies of the London and Counties Union, 
the National Liberal Federation, and the National 
Reform Union.

The National Liberal Federation, Annual 
Meeting at Bristol, November, 1883.

The National Reform Union, Annual Con- 
ference, Manchester, January, 1884.

The National Union of Conservative Asso- 
ciations of Scotland, Annual Conference, Glasgow, 
1887.

Conference of National Union of Conservative 
and Constitutional Associations, Oxford, November, 
1887.

Welsh Division of the National Union of 
Conservative Associations, Swansea, February, 
1888.

National Reform Union, Annual Conference, 
Manchester, 1889, January.

Conference of the Conservative party of North 
Devon, Barnstaple, May, 1889.

Council of the Lancashire and Cheshire 
Division of the National Union of Conservative 
Associations, Lancaster, June, 1889.

Northern Union of Conservative Associations, 
Annual Meeting, Newcastle-on-Tyne, November, 
1889.

National Union of Conservative Associations 
of Scotland, Conference at Dundee, November, 
1890. .

Thus the most representative gatherings that 
have taken place during the past seven years have 
affirmed the principle of Women’s Suffrage. Never
theless the present Parliament is the only Par
liament, since the first Bill was introduced in 1870, 
in which no debate has taken place on this question 
_ while on the last occasion when it was debated, 
just before the dissolution of 1886, the Bill passed 
Second Reading without a division.

Your Memorialists pray that these facts be 
taken into consideration, and that Her Majesty’s 
Government will reserve the day appointed for the 
discussion of a measure which suffers under the 
special disadvantage that those whom it chiefly 
concerns have no voting power with which to fortify 
their claim.

The Memorials have been signed by—
Agg-Gardner, J. T., M.P.
Anstruther, Col. M.P.
Anstruther, Louisa, Lady
Abbott, Edwin A., D.D., formerly Head Master of

the City of London School
Adamson, Prof.



Atlay, Mrs. (The Palace, Hereford)
Anderson, Mrs. Garrett, M.D.

Borthwick, Sir Algernon, Bart., M.P.
Balfour, The Lady Frances
Balfour, Miss
Beddoe, Mrs., Vice-President Bristol and West of

England Women’s Suffrage Society
Benson, Mrs. (Lambeth Palace)
Buss, Miss, N. Load. Collegiate School
Bryant, Mrs., D.Sc.
Byers, Mrs., Victoria College, Belfast

Camperdown, Earl of
Cameron, Sir Charles A., President British Public

Health Medical Society
Courtney, Right Hon. Leonard, M.P.
Crossman, General Sir W., M.P.
Clough, Miss A. J.
Colborne, The Hon. Mrs. (Directress of Needle

work, Education Department)
Colston, Edward
Cooper, Miss Elise
Courtenay, Miss
Culme-Seymour, Mrs.
Currey, Miss (Lismore)

De Cobain, Edward W., M.P.
Dixon, George, M.P.
Duncombe, Arthur, M.P.
Dunsany, Lord, M.P.

Davies, Rev. J. Llewelyn, Vicar of Kirkby Lonsdale
Davies, Miss Emily
Dent, Mrs.
Dicey, Prof. A. V.

Edwards, Heathcote, Capt., M.P.
Edwards, Miss Amelia B., Vice-President and Hon.

Sec. Egyptian Exploration Fund.
Egerton, Hon. Lady Grey
Ewart, Dowager Lady
Ewart, Sir W. Q., Bart.

FitzGerald, R. U. Penrose, M.P.
Fowler, Sir R. N., Bart., M.P.
Fry, Lewis, M.P.
Feilding, Lord
Fawcett, Mrs.‘Henry
Ford, Mrs. Rawlinson (Leeds)
Fox, John. (Vice-President Bristol Board of Arbi

tration)

Goldsmid, Louisa, Lady
Goldsmid, Miss Isabel
Grey, Mrs. Wm.

Hill, Col., M.P.
Houldsworth, Sir W. H., Bart., M.P.
Harberton, Viscount
Harberton, Viscountess
Hallett, T. G. P. (Claverton Lodge, Bath)
Hallett, Mrs. Ashworth
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Lyttelton, Hon. Mrs. A.

i

4i.

Kimber, Henry, Esq., M.P. 
Keane, Miss (Cappoquin) 
Knightley, Lady

l
Mi

Illingworth, Alfred, M.P.

Lafone, Alfred, M.P.
Lethbridge, Sir Roper, M.P.
Lockwood, Frank, M.P.

I }

deasdi ■■

Haslam, Mrs. (Dublin) 
Haslett, Sir James H., J.P. 
Higgins, J. Napier, Q.C. 
Higgins, Mrs. Napier 
Hill, Frederick, Esq.
Hill, Miss Florence Davenport
Hill, Miss Davenport 
Houstoun, Major J. F.

Johnston, Wm., M.P.
James, Capt. Walter H.
Johnston, W. J., J.P., Aiderman City of Belfast

Meath, Earl of
Meath, Countess of
Maclure, J. W., M.P.
McLagan, Peter, M.P.
McLaren, Walter S. B., M.P.
Montagu, Samuel, M.P.
Montagu, Lady

MacDonnell, Miss (Dublin)
MacGeagh, Robert, J.P., President Ulster Liberal

Unionist Association
Martin, Miss Violet, Ross, Galway
Mason, Miss M. (Local Government Board

Inspector)
Matheson, Lady
Murphy, Andrew Charles D. W., Belfast
Musgrave, James, J.P., Chairman Harbour Com

missioners, Belfast

Northcote, Sir Stafford, Bart., M.P.
Newman, Francis William, M. Asiat. S., Emeritus

Prof.

O’Hara, Helen, Porstewart, Co. Derry
Osler, Alfred C., Vice-President Birmingham Lib.

Assoc.

Portsmouth, The Countess of
Puleston, Sir John H., M.P.
Paley, John, Esq.
Paley, Hon. Mrs.
Patterson, Richard, J.P., Holy wood, Co. Down
Ponsonby, Miss Melita
Pym, Guy, Esq.

Rayleigh, Lord
Rayleigh, Lady
Rayleigh, Clara, Lady
Rankin, James, M.P.
Rollit, Sir A. K., M.P.
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Round, James, M.P.
Russell, T. W., M.P.
Richardson, Anne Wakefield, B.A., Moyallen

House, Gilford, Co. Down
Riddel, Mrs., Ardgrenan, Belfast

Selwin Ibbetson, Sir J., Bart., M.P.
Somerset, Lady Henry-
Sawyer, Sir James
Sawyer, Lady
Severne, Mrs.
Shaw, John C., Salisbury Chambers, Union Street,

Birmingham
Shirreff, Miss Emily
Shore, Miss Arabella
Shore, Miss Louisa
Sidgwick, Prof. Henry
Sidgwick, Mrs.
Sinclair, Wm., J.P., Belfast
Skrine, H.D., Bath
Somerville, Adelaide Drishane,
Somerville, Edith A. ■ Skibbereen, 
Somerville, Hildegarde A. Co. Cork.
Still, Major-General

Tweeddale, The Marchioness of 
Temple, Sir Richard, Bart, M.P.
Temple, Mrs. (The Palace, Fulham) 
Trelawney, Lady
Thompson, Henry, J.P., Belfast

Thompson, Mrs., Belfast
Tod, Miss, Belfast

Villiers, Rt.-Hon. C. P., M.P.
Vassar-Smith, R. V.

Watkin, Sir E. W., Bart., M.P.
Wolmer, Viscount, M.P.
Woodall, Wm., M.P.
Wainwright, H. H., late Conservative Candidate 

for B arrow
Ward, Francis, J.P., M.R.I.A.
Watson, Dr. Robert Spence
Welsh, Miss (Girton College) 
Westlake, Mrs.
Westlake, J., Q.C.
Wigham, John, J.P., Dublin

Zimmerman, Miss Agnes

EDINBURGH—

Alison, John, D.D.
Bartholomew, John George 
Bell, Anne
Black, Rev. Charles M., B.A.
Bruce, James
Burton, Miss Mary 
Calderwood, H., Prof. Moral Philosophy 
Clark, Sir Thomas, Bart.
Clark, Lady
Craig, Miss Agnes



Fisher, Emma Garrett
Glasse, John, M.A.
Guthrie, Charles J.
Hill, Mrs. Amelia R.
Kemp, Agnes
Kirkland, Miss
Lees, T. Cameron, D.D., LL.D., Dean of the

Chapel Royal
Livingston, Josiah, J.P.
Lindsey-Forbes, S. N.
McLaren, Mrs. Priscilla Bright
Martyn, Elizabeth
Masson, David (Prof, of Literature)
Murray, John (Councillor)
Muir, Rev. Pearson McAdam
Nelson, Thomas
Nelson, Jessie K.
Nichol, Mrs. Pease
Paulin, David
Rose, Hugh, J.P.
Stevenson, Miss Louisa, Member St. Cuthbert’s

Combination Parochial Board
Stevenson, Miss Flora C., Member of the Edin

burgh School Board 
Smith, R. Addison
Smith, Walter, D.D., LL.D.
Teape. Rev. Dr, Charles R.
Wellstood, Mrs.
Wigham, Miss Eliza

REPRESENTAT

1883. October 17th.—Leeds. J
PARLIAMENTARY REFORM CONFI

Union, the National Liberal
Carried by a large majorii 

« That, in the 
" extension of the st 
" who, possessing th 
" now the right of vi 

1883. November 25th.—BRISI
NATIONAL LIBER

Carried:—
« That, in the

" extension of the s) 
" who, possessing th 
" now the right of v

1884. January 25th.—-MANCH
Nahonal Reform Union (J

Carried by a large majors 
« That, in the | 

" the qualifications | 
" qualified on the gi
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Fisher, Emma Garrett
Glasse, John, M.A.
Guthrie, Charles J.
Hill, Mrs. Amelia R.
Kemp, Agnes
Kirkland, Miss
Lees, T. Cameron, D.D., LL.D., Dean of the

Chapel Royal
Livingston, Josiah, J.P.
Lindsey-Forbes, S. N.
McLaren, Mrs. Priscilla Bright
Martyn, Elizabeth
Masson, David (Prof, of Literature) 
Murray, John (Councillor)
Muir, Rev. Pearson McAdam
Nelson, Thomas 
Nelson, Jessie K.
Nichol, Mrs. Pease
Paulin, David 
Rose, Hugh, J.P.
Stevenson, Miss Louisa, Member St. Cuthbert’s

Combination Parochial Board 
Stevenson, Miss Flora O., Member of the Edin

burgh School Board
Smith, R. Addison
Smith, Walter, D.D., LL.D.
Teape. Rev. Dr. Charles R.
Wellstood, Mrs.
Wigham, Miss Eliza

RESOLUTIONS
PASSED BY

REPRESENTATIVE ELECTORAL BODIES.

1883. October 17th.—Leeds.
Parliamentary Reform Conference (convened by the Lon 

Union, the National Liberal Federation, and the National
Carried by a large majority :—

" That, in the opinion of this meeting, any 
" extension of the suffrage should confer the franchise upon women 
" who, possessing the qualifications which entitle Imen to vote, have 
" now the right of voting 'in all matters of local government.”

1883. November 25th.—BRISTOL.

National LIBERAL Federation (Annual Meeti 
Carried:—

" That, in the opinion of this meeting, any | measure for the 
" extension of the suffrage should confer the franchise upon women 
" who, possessing the qualifications which entitle linen to vote, have
" now the right of voting in all matters of local go 

don and Counties 
Reform Union).

measure for the

ng).

vernment.''

1884. January 25th.—Manchester.

National REFORM Union (Annual Meeting—Conference o
Reform). |

Carried by a large majority, only twenty voting against:

n Parliamentary

" That, in the opinion of this conference, women who possess 
" the qualifications which entitle men to vote should not be dis- 
" qualified on the ground of sex.”

VACHIER & Sons, Printers, Westminster.



1887. October 27 th,—Glasgow.
NATIONAL UN

TON OF CONSERVATIVE ASSOCIATIONS OF SCOTLAND (Annual
d g

Carried by a 
ecrl 

« franc-’

Conference).
large majority :—

’hat, in the opinion of this conference, the Parliamentary 
ise should be extended to female ratepayers."

!

1889. May.—Barnstaple.
Conference of the Conservative Party of North Devon.

Resolved by an overwhelming majority :— ,
« That, in the opinion of this conference, the time has arrived 

« when the privilege of voting for Members of Parliament should be 
« extended to women ratepayers.»

1887. November 23rd.—Oxford.
NATIONAL UNTON or Conservative and Constitutional ASSOCIATIONS

(Annual Conference).
Resolved:—

cc if • In the opinion of this conference the time has now come 
when, the Parliamentary franchise may, with perfect safety, be 
extenided to female householders.»

1889. June 29th.—Lancaster.
Council of the Lancashire and CHESHIRE DIVISION of the National Union 

of Conservative and CONSTITUTIONAL ASSOCIATIONS.

Carried, with one dissentient:—
« That this meeting desires to express its opinion that the time

« has arrived when the Parliamentary franchise should be extended 
« to women householders R

1888. February 224th.—Swansea.
Welsh PITSTON or the National Union of Conservative ASSOCIATIONS.

Carried wcit/] two dissentients only :— _
c rr ’ • . .What in the opinion of this conference the time has come 

when- the principle of suffrage for women ratepayers in their own 
n8nT, should be recognised."

l

1889. November 15th.—NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.

Northern Union of Conservative Associations (Annual Meeting).

Resolved :—
" That, in the opinion of this meeting, the time has now arrived 

c when the Parliamentary franchise should be extended to duly 
" qualified women."

1889. May 22nd
5

.—Manchester.
National RrrorN Union (Annual Meeting of General Council). 

Tlesolved:— |

" be re

That the exclusion from the Parliamentary franchise of duly 
fled women is unjust and inexpedient, and should therefore
moved with as little delay as possible."

1890. November 14th.—Dundee.
National Union of CONSERVATIVE ASSOCIATIONS of Scotland (Conference).

Carried by a very large majority :—
" That, in the opinion of this conference, it is desirable that the 

ee Parliamentary franchise be extended to female ratepayers prior to 
c the next General Election.22
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NOTES OF THE SESSION.

The Central Committee consider that it may be use- 
ful and desirable to present to their friends and sub
scribers a brief narrative of the events of the past few 
weeks, especially the circumstances which led up to the 
loss of the day for the second reading of the Parliamen
tary Franchise Extension to Women Bill.

It was generally understood that Mr. Woodall had 
obtained a first place for the Parliamentary Franchise 
Extension to Women Bill on May 13th. Fears were, 
however, entertained that this date might be absorbed 
by the Whitsuntide holidays. Mr. Haldane subse
quently obtained a place for a resolution on the ques
tion on April 24th. It thus appeared that a debate 
either on Bill or resolution was ensured during the 
Session.

A vote on a resolution is, however, no more than the 
expression of an abstract opinion; the Central Com
mittee, therefore, had, early in the Session, resolved to 
leave no effort untried to secure a division on the Bill 
rather than a resolution, and to this end a memorial, 
with many influential signatures appended, had been 
prepared, and a request made to the First Lord of the 
Treasury to receive this at the hands of a small deputa
tion of ladies. Mr. W. H. Smith named April 20th as 
the date on which to receive the deputation, which was 
introduced by Viscount Wolmer, M.P., and consisted 
of Louisa Lady Goldsmid, Mrs. Fawcett, Miss Emily 
Davies, and Miss Helen Blackburn.

Mr. W. H. Smith, in acknowledging the memorial 
presented by the deputation, gave the assurance that 
the House would not adjourn until after May 13th, and 
that, unforeseen contingencies apart, the Government

1 +

1?

8

I

I
1

|



had no intention of taking the day for Government 
business.

The Parliamentary Committee met later in the same 
day, when the result of the deputation was communi
cated to them. The following members were present: 
Mr. Ainslie, Col. Cotton- Jodrell, Baron Dimsdale, Mr. 
Penrose Fitzgerald, Mr. Sydney Gedge, Mr. Haldane, 
Capt. Edwards Heathcote, Mr. Johnstone, Sir Rainaid 
Knightley, Mr. Lafone, Mr. McLaren, Mr. Round, Sir 
Richard Temple, Sir Edward Watkin, Mr. Alfred 
Webb, Viscount Wolmer, Mr. Woodall.

On hearing the tenour of Mr. Smith’s reply, it was 
agreed to proceed' with the Bill, and Mr. Haldane 
accordingly withdrew his resolution.

The various Women’s Suffrage Committees at once 
commenced preparations for vigorous work in view of a 
division on May 13th. The opponents were equally on 
the alert; notice to move that the Bill be read that day 
six months appeared on the papers of the House from 
no less than four different members, viz., Mr. Radcliffe 
Cooke (Newington, West), Mr. de Lisle (Leicestershire, 
Mid.), Mr. Samuel Smith (Flint.), Mr. Asquith (Fife, 
East), and schemes were laid for its destruction.

On April 30th, Mr. Smith moved that certain specified 
days should be appropriated to Government business. 
Mr. Gladstone immediately rose to lead the Opposition, 
but instead of objecting, as is usually the case, to the 
time of private members being appropriated, he insisted 
that Mr. Smith should be ‘perfectly uniform in the 
application of his rule,’ and include all Wednes
days before Whitsuntide. Mr. Gladstone’s proposal 
afforded a manifest opening for shelving the Bill for 
the Enfranchisement of Women, which the opponents 
of the measure were quick to perceive. A debate of 
nearly an hour followed, of which a full report is given 
in these pages. Mr. Smith declared himself unable to 
take the day for Government business after the expec
tations which had been aroused. Mr. Stuart and Mr. 
Bryce thereupon pressed the claim of Wednesday the

8th to be equally exempted for the Access to Moun- 
tains Bill. Mr. Labouchere scouted the idea of giving 
a day to " female franchise, or some folly of that sort.” 
Mr. Courtney defended Mr. Smith’s proposal. Finally 
Sir Henry James moved an amendment to take all days 
to Whitsuntide. This was opposed by Lord Wolmer, 
supported by Sir Wm. Harcourt, and finally carried by 
a division of 218 to 159; and thus the Government, 
for probably the first time in Parliamentary history, 
had a day forced upon them.

The division list, which is given on another page, is 
worthy of careful study. By that list we find that 
there voted

Conservatives,
Majority.

79
Minority. 

128
Liberal Unionists, 25 13
Gladstonian Liberals, 90 27
Nationalists, 25 2

218 159

and more than this, we find that fourteen known oppo
nents, including several members of the Government, 
voted in the minority to give a fair opportunity of dis
cussion of the question, while eighty-six who were 
supposed to be friends voted in the majority, viz., 
twenty-six Conservatives, one Liberal Unionist, forty 
Gladstonian Liberals, thirteen Nationalists.

Further, the absence of many steady friends is also 
to be noted, due to the snatch nature of the vote, and 
showing that the division, however instructive, is not 
decisive of the genuine opinion of the House of Com
mons.

There is at least one member whose courageous 
consistency should be fully recognised. When Mr. 
Haldane placed his resolution on the paper, Mr. 
de Lisle gave notice to move as an amendment to 
leave out all after " that " and insert ?4 the exclusion of 
women from voting in elections of Members of Par
liament is beneficial to the peace and prosperity of the
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State, being in accord with the fundamental principle 
of the good government of mankind and that the 
laws now in force regulating the election of town and 
county councils and other local representative bodies 
require examination in order to determine whether the 
legal qualifications of women are in accord with the 
natural.”

Mr. Samuel Smith and Mr. Radcliffe Cooke also gave 
notices of amendments.

PARLIAMENTARY INTELLIGENCE.

House of Commons, Thursday, April 30th.
The Business of the Session.

Mr. Gladstone : I wish to put a question to the leader of the 
House, the answer to which may in a certain sense, I think, possibly 
tend to shorten the conversation upon the motion which the right 
hon. gentleman is about to make. First of all, is it his intention to 
ask for the particular preference he desires to have on behalf of the 
Irish Land Bill exclusively; and, secondly, is it his intention to 
apply the power which he seeks to obtain without making any ex
ception in favour of any particular measure, so that it shall be per- 
fectly equal in its application ?

Mr. W. H. Smith : I appreciate the spirit in which the right hon. 
gentleman has put the question. The preference which we ask for 
has reference to the Irish Land Bill at the present time. We con
ceive that that Bill should be pressed forward with all reasonable 
speed. It has unfortunately lagged greatly in Committee during 
the last few days. I suppose the question of the right hon. gentle
man is directed specially to the Wednesdays. So far as other days 
of the week are concerned, we do not propose to make any excep
tion whatever. The Government do not think it would be possible 
to make an exception in favour of one motion or proposal without 
making an exception in favour of others, so far as Wednesdays are 
concerned. One difficulty in which we are placed is that an hon. 
gentleman opposite had.a motion on the paper for last Friday, and 
removed it under the impression that I had given a pledge that the 
13th of May should be reserved for its consideration. I did not 
give that pledge. I did not give that pledge unreservedly; I 
merely stated that, so far as the Government were concerned, they 
would not propose that there should be an adjournment for Whit
suntide before that Wednesday; and if no unforeseen event oc
curred they would not propose to take that day. However, it has 
been translated into a pledge, and therefore I am afraid I should 

not be able to take that day for Government business. After 
Whitsuntide there are Bills of private members which would be in 
progress, and under Standing. Order No. 12 those Bills would be 
entitled to precedence before any other orders. But it would be a 
strong measure on my part to deprive those Bills of the position 
they have obtained until absolute necessity compels me to do so. 
It would be held to be exercising the rights of the majority rather 
severely upon hon. gentlemen who had charge of other Bills, and 
therefore it is not the intention of the Government to take the first 
three or four Wednesdays after Whitsuntide so far as Bills in pro
gress are concerned. Therefore it comes to this. The proposition 
of the Government is that the time of the House shall be given on 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays, without reservation, 
for the Land Purchase Bill. Next Wednesday shall be given for 
that purpose, but the first three or four Wednesdays after Whitsun
tide will not be given until fair progress has been made with the 
Bills which are in Committee.

Mr. J. Stuart asked whether it was open to the right hon. gentle- 
man to reconsider the decision to take next Wednesday, when a 
most important Bill was down.

Mr. Bryce inquired whether, seeing the right hon. gentleman took 
a night in February last, on which he had a motion down with 
reference to the access to mountains in Scotland, he did not intend 
to make an exception now in favour of that motion, which was 
down for May 8.

Mr. W. H. Smith : It would, I think, be more convenient that I 
should enter into these questions, in regard to which I have had 
more notices than one, when I make the motion for precedence. I 
express my regret if by any motion of mine I have deprived the 
right hon. gentleman of any opportunity of bringing forward his 
motion.

The Speaker then, upon formal notice from the First Lord of the 
Treasury, proceeded to read the motion on the paper, but, in 
response to Opposition cries of " Move,”

Mr. W. H. Smith again rose and moved, " That, whenever the 
Purchase of Land and Congested Districts (Ireland) Bill is ap
pointed for Tuesday or Friday the House do meet at 3 o’clock, and 
that the proceedings on that Bill have precedence over all orders of 
the day and notices of motion; and that the said Bill have pre
cedence on Wednesday, if it be appointed for that day.” He then 
proceeded to describe the obstruction to which the Irish Land Pur
chase Bill had been subject.

Mr. Gladstone, after commenting on the general business affected 
by the motion, added : There is only one other point on which I 
■wish to say a word, and that is with regard to the reference which 
the right hon. gentleman made to me in connection with next 
Wednesday. He said that if I expressed a certain opinion with 
regard to next Wednesday he would not be disposed to take it. I 
am disposed to speak in the opposite sense. If the right hon. 
gentleman thinks it necessary to interfere with, the course of busi
ness in the House and with the rights of private members, particu
larly in circumstances so remarkable as these, when he has taken 
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the night of the motion of my hon. friend the member for Aberdeen, 
in which so much interest is taken in Scotland, in my opinion his 
only safety is to insist on that on which, he has often insisted on 
previous occasions, and to be perfectly uniform in the application 
of his rule. I do not look to the contents of the Bills, or to any- 
thing that may be called a matter of immediate urgency which I 
might conceive would be a possible subject for exception, but, 
taking these measures as measures, they are all well entitled to dis
cussion, and I think the motion of my hon. friend the member for 
Aberdeen is better entitled than any other motion, on account of 
what has formerly happened. I may press on her Majesty’s Govern
ment that they should not make two bites at a cherry, but should 
make a fair and uniform practice, and therefore avoid all occasion 
for giving ground for special complaint on the part of those who 
may be interested in any particular measure.

Mr. W. H. Smith : Am I to understand that the right hon. 
gentleman is inviting me to take all Wednesdays after Whitsun
tide ?

Mr. Gladstone : I thought that we were discussing absolutely 
the question of all days until Whitsuntide, and then after that of 
the days on which the Land Purchase Bill was down.

Mr. LABOUCHERE, who was received with ironical cheers, said 
that as the right hon. gentleman was in a somewhat prophetic mood 
as to what was going to take place in the present year, he was sorry 
that he had not said when there was going to be a dissolution. 
With regard to the motion of the right hon. gentleman, it seemed 
to him that he was always expected to play lamb to the right hon. 
gentleman’s wolf. The right hon. gentleman turned on him as if 
he were the fans et origo of all obstruction in the House. In one 
sense he was—in the right sense of the word obstruction. The 
Conservative party and Ministers had extraordinary notions as to 
the duties of that House. He further objected to the proposal of 
the Government to take the time of private members, because it 
introduced a new element into the demands on the public time. By 
means of it Ministers were able to say in effect what Bills they ap
proved or disapproved. They would take one Wednesday when 
Bills which they disapproved were to be brought on, but not the 
next, because then a Bill favoured by their supporters was to be 
brought on—a Bill about female franchise or some folly of that 
sort. In those matters let them at least be fair. What was sauce 
for the gander was sauce for the goose also. Let the Government 
take all the Wednesdays or none.

Mr. Bryce moved an amendment to except Friday, the 8th of 
May, from the operation of the resolution. He said he could under
stand the action of the right hon. gentleman if it had been uniform, 
but to select days in a particular way and practically in favour of 
particular Bills was scarcely fair to the House. He should not have 
moved his amendment if the right hon. gentleman had taken all the 
time of private members, and if he had not intimated that the 
Government would not take Wednesday, the 13th ; but under the 
circumstances he felt bound in duty to his constituents and to the 
people of Scotland to take the course he had done.

Mr. Courtney said the hon. member for Aberdeen had candidly 
confessed that his principal motive of action was to except 
Wednesday, the 13th of May, not that he loved the Access to 
Mountains Bill so much as he hated the Women’s Franchise Bill.

Mr. Bryce said that what he stated was that he desired absolute 
equality in the matter.

Mr. Courtney said the hon. member distinctly stated that he 
should not have moved his amendment if the right lion, gentleman 
the First Lord of the Treasury had not intimated that he would not 
take Wednesday, the 13th. Therefore, he had not unfairly inter
preted what the hon. member said. Now, as to the question that 
was to come on on the 13th of May. Last Friday week the first 
notice of amendment on going into Committee of Supply stood in 
the name of the hon. member for Haddington relative to‘the politi
cal disabilities of women. That could not have been brought on if 
the Bill of the 13th of May still stood on the paper, and it was a 
question with those members interested in the subject whether that 
motion should be proceeded with or whether the chance of the 13th 
of May should be retained. A deputation went to the right hon. 
gentleman to ascertain the intentions of the Government with 
respect to that day, and the right hon. gentleman had frankly 
repeated what he said to the deputation—that it was not intended to 
adjourn the House before the 13th of May, and that in the absence 
of unforeseen circumstances the Government had no intention to 
take that day. Well, had anything unforeseen happened ?

Mr. LABOUCHERE.—Yes, surely. The First Lord of the Treasury 
bases his claim to the days of private members on the fact that the 
unforeseen has happened—that the . Land Purchase Bill is ob
structed.

Mr. Courtney said that had not happened since the time referred 
to, and was not unforeseen. On all grounds it was impossible for 
the right hon. gentleman to depart now from the engagement he 
had made. The engagement of the right hon. gentleman was known 
to every member of the House; it was known to the hon. member 
for Northampton. Before sitting down he would like to say that 
his right hon. friend was a little obscure with respect to the 
Wednesdays subsequent to Whitsuntide. With regard to Bills 
■which had been considered before Whitsuntide, which had passed a 
second reading, and which were set down for progress after Whit
suntide, if the opportunity of further progress was taken away they 
would put a stop to all legislation by private members and would 
make such legislation before. Whitsuntide a farce. He entirely 
agreed with the right hon. gentleman as to the necessity of reserving 
those Wednesdays for such Bills. He protested against the con
tention of the hon. member for Northampton and the hon. member 
for Aberdeen that Wednesday, the 13th, should be taken.

The Speaker reminded the House that the amendment before it 
was a limited one.

Sir H. James appealed to the member for Aberdeen to withdraw 
his amendment, and he would then ask leave to amend the motion so 
that it should read after the word " Bill,” in the last line but one, 
" shall also have precedence on Wednesdays until said Bill has 
passed through Committee of the House,”
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Mr. Bryce said that on that understanding he was willing to 
withdraw his amendment.

Sir H. James said that if there were any ambiguity in the views 
of the hon. member for Aberdeen, there was no ambiguity in those 
of the right hon. gentleman the Chairman of Committees. What
ever might be the inconvenience to members of that House, and 
however desirable it might be that their time should be occupied by 
useful legislation, all that, according to the right hon. gentleman, 
ought to give way to what would be an abstract discussion on the 
right of female suffrage. The effect of the amendment which he 
begged leave to move was that until the Irish Land Bill passed 
through Committee all the Wednesdays should be taken up by that 
Bill. In that case they might hope that the Bill would be through 
Committee before the Whitsuntide recess, and if it were fewer 
Wednesdays would be taken by the Government after Whitsuntide. 
Anything which should interfere with the progress of that Bill 
through Committee would be detrimental to the public interest.’ 
What did the right hon. gentleman the Chairman of Committees 
ask? He asked that the Bill should be suspended, and that prece
dence should be given to the second reading of the Bill for confer
ring the suffrage upon women. Did the right hon. gentleman hope 
that there was any possibility of that Bill passing through the 
House? The House had still to deal with the Bill for marriage of a 
diseased wife’s sister, with the Rating of Machinery Bill, with the 
Bill which would give a close time for hares. All those Bills had 
vested interests, and ought to be dealt, with practically by the 
House. If they now said that they would not take away the 
Wednesday in question, but would give it for the pleasure of hearing 
the eloquence- of his right hon. friend they must take more days 
after Whitsuntide, and all for an abstract proposition which they 
had already discussed eight or ten times in that House. There was 
only one argument which had been used in favour of that course_  
namely, that the right hon. gentleman had given a pledge. But 
this was a question for the House itself. They had to consider how 
they should best do what was useful for carrying on the public 
business. They should not be able to leave that House in the 
month of July if these days were not taken, and the Session would 
have to be further prolonged. The right hon. gentleman the leader 
of the House did not anticipate when he gave what had been called 
a pledge that eleven days would have been taken up with three 
clauses of the Irish Land Bill. He begged to move the amendment.

Viscount WOLMIER said that the First Lord of the Treasury stated 
that he did not intend to move the adjournment of the House before 
the13th of May, and that he would not take that day for the 
business ,of the Government unless some " wholly unforeseen 
emergency” had arisen, He would like to ask if any wholly un
foreseen emergency had since arisen.

Sir W. Harcourt said he did not know what the leader of the 
House would do. The right hon. gentleman was asking the House 
to make a sacrifice of its time for the purpose of carrying the Irish 
Land Bill through Committee. With regard to the pledge which 
had been referred to, the right hon. gentleman said that he had not 

given a pledge, and it was a curious thing that a man should be 
bound, not by what he acknowledged to be a pledge, but by what 
other people understood to be a pledge. He thought that the pro
posal of the right hon. member for Bury was one which they ought 
to accept. The arrangement that all Wednesdays should he taken 
need hardly be broken into for the grand field day of the right hon. 
member for Liskeard and the noble lord the member for the Peters- 
field Division, whom in other circumstances they would be even 
more pleased to hear on the subject of female suffrage than they 
would be to hear the right hon. gentleman.

Mr. Courtney.—Why?
Sir W. Harcourt.—He is younger.
Mr. W. H. Smith trusted that the House would not consider it 

necessary to prolong the debate. The question before them was a 
very narrow one. It was whether the understanding that had been 
come to with reference to May 13th should or should not be ob
served. For himself he felt bound not to depart from that under
standing, but it was for the House to decide what course should be 
taken.

Mr. Woodall thanked the First Lord of the Treasury for the 
loyalty with which he had adhered to the understanding with refer
ence to May 13th. He suggested that, as there were now only two 
Wednesdays before Whitsuntide, it would be just and equitable to 
exclude them from the operation of the resolution.

Mr. W. H. Smith said that, in answer to a question addressed to 
him by the right hon. member for Mid Lothian, he bad expressed 
willingness to forego Wednesdays altogether, but since his doing so 
the Wednesdays had been pressed upon the Government, and those 
who were responsible for the conduct of public business could 
hardly refrain from accepting facilities of that kind when they were 
offered.

Mr. Haldane complained that if May 13th were taken by the 
Government it would be unfair treatment, for he had abstained 
last Friday from moving his resolution on female suffrage on the 
understanding that the Bill dealing with the subject would come up 
for discussion on Wednesday, the 13th.

Mr. J. Rowlands protested against the proposal to take May 6th, 
for which day the Town Holdings Bill stood at present as the first 
order.

The House then divided on Sir H. James’s amendment, when 
there voted—

For the amendment ... ... ... ... . 218
Against ..................................................... 159

Majority... ... ... .............. _59
There was much cheering when the Clerk placed the voting paper 

in Sir Henry James’s hand and the figures were announced.
A consequential amendment to strike out the words at the end of 

the motion, " if it be appointed on that day,” was accepted by Mr. 
W. H. Smith and agreed to.
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The Division List.
Thursday, 30th April, 1891.

Numb. 162.—Business of the House (Proceedings on the Purchase 
of Land and Congested Districts (Ireland) Bill.—Motion made, 
and Question proposed, “That, whenever the Purchase of 
Land and Congested Districts (Ireland') Bill is appointed for 
Tuesday or Friday, the House do meet at Three o’clock, and 
that the proceedings on that Bill have precedence over all 
Orders of the Day and Notices of Motion ; and that the said 
Bill have precedence on Wednesday if it be appointed for that 
day ; ”—(Mr. William Henry Smith:)—

Amendment proposed, in line 5, after the word " Wed
nesday,” to insert the words “until it shall have passed 
through Committee —(Sir Henry James:)—

Question put, " That those words be there inserted : ’’-—The 
House divided; Ayes 218, Noes 159.

AYES.

Abraham, Wm. (Glamorgan). 
Abraham, William (Limerick).
Asher, Alexander.
Austin, John. 
Bailey, Sir Joseph R. 
Baird, John George Alexander.
Balfour, Rt.Hn. J.Blair (Clackm.).
Balfour, J. Spencer (Burnley). 
Ballantine, Wm. Henry Walter.
Barclay, James William. 
Baring, Viscount. 
Barnes, Alfred. 
Barr an, John. 
Baumann, Arthur Antony. 
Beckett, Ernest William. 
Bickford-Smith, William.
Bigwood, James.O'
Blane, Alexander.
Blundell, Col. Hen. Blundell 
Bolitho, Thomas Bedford.

H.

Bolton, Jos. Cheney (Stirlingsh.). 
Bowles, Capt. Henry Ferryman. 
Bright, John A. (Birmingham). 
Bristowe, Thomas Lynn. 
Brown, Alex. H. (Salop). 
Bruce, Gainsford (Finsbury). 
Brunner, John Tomlinson. 
Bryce, James. 
Burdett-Coutts, W. 
Burghley, Lord. 
Buxton, Sydney Charles. 
Caldwell, J.

Campbell, Sir Arch.(Renfrewsh.).
Campbell, Sir Geo. (Kirkcaldy). 
Campbell-Bannerman, Rt. Hn.H. 
Carew, James Laurence. 
Cavan, Earl of. 
Colman, Jeremiah James. 
Crawford, Donald. 
Cremer, William Randal. 
Crilly, Daniel. 
Davenport, W. Bromley. 
Davey, Sir Horace. 
Dawnay, Col. Hon. L. P. 
Deasy, John.
De Lisle, Edwin. 
Dickson, Thomas A. (Dublin). 
Dillwyn, Lewis Llewelyn. 
Donkin, Richard Sim. 
Duff, Robert William. 
Duncan, James Archibald. 
Elcho, Lord. 
Elliot, Hn.Art.R.D.(Roxburghs.). 
Elliot, Geo. Wm. (Yorks, N.R.). 
Esslemont, Peter.
Evans, Francis H.(Southampton). 
Evans, Samuel T. (Glamorgan). 
Evershed, Sydney.
Ewing, Sir Archibald Orr. 
Ferguson, R. C. Munro (Leith).
Finch, George H. 
higher, William Hayes. 
Fitzgerald, J. Gubbins (Longford).
Fitzwilliam. Hon. W. H. W.

Fletcher, Sir Henry. 
Flynn, James Christopher. 
Foljambe, Cecil G. S. 
Fowler, Rt.Hn.H.H.(Wolverh‘n). 
Fry, Theodore (Darlington). 
Fulton, James Forrest. 
Furness, Christopher. 
Gardner, Herbert. 
Gathorne-Hardy,Hn. J. S. (Kent). 
Gladstone, Rt. Hon. W. E.
Gladstone, Herbert J. (Leeds). 
Goldsmid, Sir Julian.
Gower, Geo. Granville Leveson. 
Hall, Sir Charles (Cambridgesh.). 
Halsey, Thomas Frederick. 
Hanbury, Robert William. 
Hanbury-Tracy, Hon. F. S. A. 
Harcourt, Rt. Hon. Sir William. 
Hardcastle, Edward (Salford). 
Hardcastle, Frank (Lane. S.E.). 
Havelock-Allan, Sir Henry M. 
Heath, Arthur Raymond. 
Heneage, Rt. Hon. Edward. 
Hinckes, Harry Tichborne. 
Hoare, Ed w. Brodie (Hampstead). 
Howard, Joseph. 
Howell, George. 
Hunter, Wm. Alex. (Aberdeen). 
Illingworth, Alfred. 
Isaacs, Lewis Henry. 
Jarvis, Alexander Weston. 
Joicey, James. 
Kay-Shuttleworth, Rt. Hn. Sir U. 
Keay, John Seymour. 
Kennaway, Sir John Henry. 
Kimber, Henry.
King, Henry Seymour (Hull). 
Knatchbull-Hugessen,E. (Roch.). 
Knatchbull-Hugessen, H. (Kent). 
Knox, Edmund Francis Vesey. 
Labouchere, Henry. 
Lafone, Alfred.
Lane, William John.
Laurie, Col. Robert Peter. 
Lawrence, Sir Trevor (Surrey). 
Lawrence, W. F. (Liverpool). 
Lea, Thomas (Londonderry). 
Lees, Elliott.
Lefevre, Rt. Hon. George Shaw. 
Leighton, Stanley. 
Leng, John.
Lewis, Thomas P. (Anglesey).

Lloyd-George, David.
Loder, Gerald Walter Erskine.
Long, Walter Hume. 
Lyell, Leonard. 
Macartney, W. G. Ellison. 
Macinnes, Miles. 
Maclean, James Mackenzie. 
M’Calmont, Capt. James. 
M‘Cartan, Michael. 
M‘Carthy, Justin (Londonderry). 
MEwan, William. 
Maguire, James Rochfort. 
Mahony, Pierce.
Malcolm, Col. John Wingfield. 
Mappin, Sir Frederick Thorpe. 
Marjoribanks, Rt. Hon. Edward. 
Maskelyne, M. H. Story-.
Mildmay, Francis Bingham. 
Milvain, Thomas.
More, Robert Jasper. 
Morgan,Rt. Hn.G.O.(Denbighs.).
Morgan, J. Lloyd (Carmarthen). 
Morgan, W. Pritchard (Merthyr). 
Morley, Arnold (Nottingham). 
Morley, Rt. Hon. J. (Newcastle). 
Morrison, Walter.
Morton, Alpheus Cleophas. 
Mowbray,Rt.Hn.Sir J. (Oxfd. U.). 
Mowbray, R. G. C. (Lane. S.E.). 
Muncaster, Lord. 
Neville, Ralph. 
Newark, Viscount. 
O’Brien, P. J. (Tipperary). 
O’Connor, Arthur (Donegal). 
O’Connor, T. P. (Liverpool). 
Oldroyd, Mark.
O’Neill, Hon. Robert Torrens. 
Paget, Sir Richard Horner. 
Palmer, Sir Charles Mark. 
Parker, Hon. F rancis (Oxfordsh.). 
Paulton, James Mellor. 
Pease, Alfred E. (York). 
Pease, Henry Fell (Yorks. N.R.). 
Picton, James Alianson. 
Playfair, Rt. Hon. Sir Lyon. 
Powell, Francis Sharp. 
Priestley, Briggs.
Reed, Sir Edw. James (Cardiff). 
Reid, Robt. Threshie (Dumfries). 
Rendel, Stuart.
Ridley, Sir Matthew White. 
Roberts, John (Flint Burghs).
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Robertson, Edmund (Dundee). 
Robinson, Thomas (Gloucester). 
Roe, Thomas.
Rothschild, Baron F. James de. 
Rowlands, James (Finsbury). 
Russell, Sir George (Berkshire). 
Samuelson, Sir B. (Oxford, N.). 
Sexton, Thomas.
Shaw-Stewart, M. H. (Renfrew). 
Sheehan, Jeremiah Daniel. 
Sidebottom, T.Harrop(Stalybr.). 
Sidebottom, William (Derbysh.). 
Sinclair, William Pirrie.
Smith, James Parker (Lanarks.). 
Spencer, Hn.C.R. (Northampton). 
Stack, John.
Stewart, Halley (Lincolnshire). 
Stokes, Sir George Gabriel. 
Sullivan, Donal (Westmeath). 
Sullivan, T. D. (Dublin). 
Sutherland, A. (Sutherlandsh.). 
Tanner, Charles Kearns.
Thomas, David Alfred (Merthyr). 
Tomlinson, Wm. Edw. Murray.
Trevelyan, Rt. Hn. Sir Geo. Otto.

Tellers for the Ayes, Sir Henry James and Colonel Saunderson.

Noes.
Ainslie, William George. 
Allison, Robert Andrew. 
Allsopp, Hon. Geo. (Worcester). 
Allsopp, Hon. Percy (Taunton). 
Anstruther, H. T. (St. Andrews). 
Anstruther, Col. Lloyd (Suffolk). 
Ashmead-Bartlett, Ellis. 
Baden-Powell, Sir Geo. Smyth. 
Balfour, Rt. Hon. A. J. (Manch'r). 
Balfour, Gerald William (Leeds). 
Bartley, George C. T. 
Bazley-White, J.
Beach, W. W. Bramston (Plants.). 
Beaufoy, Mark Hanbury. 
Bentinck, Lord H. C. (Norfolk). 
Bethell, Commander. 
Biddulph, Michael. 
Birkbeck; Sir Edward. 
Birrell, Augustine. 
Boord, Thomas William. 
Bridgeman, Col. Hon. Francis C. 
Brodrick, Hon. St. John. 
Buchanan, Thomas Ry burn.

Tuite, James.
Vivian, Sir Henry Hussey. 
Wallace, Robert. 
Waring, Col. Thomas. 
Watson, James. 
Watt, Hugh.
Wayman, Thomas. 
Webb, Alfred.
Webster, R. G. (St. Pancras). 
Wharton, John Lloyd.
Whitley, Edward.
Whitmore, Charles Algernon. 
Wiggin, Henry.
Will, John Shiress.
Williams, Joseph Powell- (Birm.) 
Williamson, J. (Lane, N.).
Williamson, Steph. (Kilmsuock) 
Wilson, Charles Henry (Hull). 
Wilson, John (Lanark).
Wilson, Sir Samuel (Portsmouth) 
Winterbotham, Arthur Brend. 
Wodehouse, Edmond Robert. 
Wroughton, Philip.
Yer burgh, Robert Armstrong.
Young, Charles Edward Baring.

Burt, Thomas.
Cameron, Charles (Glasgow). 
Campbell, James A. (Glas. Univ.) 
Chaplin, Rt. Hon. Henry. 
Charrington, Spencer.
Clark, Dr. G. B. (Caithness-sh.). 
Clarke, Sir Edward (Plymouth). 
Golomb, Sir John Chas. Ready. 
Compton, Francis (New Forest). 
Corbett, John (Worcestershire).
Cornwallis, F. S. Wykeham. 
Cotton- Jodrell, Col. Edw. T. D. 
Courtney, Rt. Hou. Leonard H. 
Cubitt, Kt. Hon. George. 
Cust, Henry John Cokayne. 
Dalrymple, Sir Charles.
De Worms, Rt.Hon. Baron Henry. 
Dixon, George (Birmingham). 
Dixon-Hartland, Fred. Dixon. 
Dugdale, John Stratford. 
Dyke, Rt. Hon. Sir William Hart. 
Egerton, Hon. Tatton.
Elliot, Sir George (Monmouth).

Ellis, Sir J. Whittaker (Surrey). 
Farquharson, Dr. R. (Aberd’sh.). 
Feilden, Lieut.-Gen. (Lane. N.). 
Fellowes, Ailwyn Edward. 
Fenwick, Charles.
Fergusson, Rt.Hn. Sir J.(Manc’r). 
Forwood, Arthur Bower. 
Fowler, Sir Robert N. (London). 
Fraser, Gen. Charles Craufurd. 
Gedge, Sydney.
Giles, Alfred.
Godson, Augustus Frederick. 
Goldsworthy, Major-General. 
Gorst, Rt. Hn. Sir John Eldon. 
Goschen, Rt. Hon. Geo. Joachim. 
Grimston, Viscount.
Grove, Sir Thomas Fraser. 
Gunter, Colonel.
Gurdon, Robert Thornhagh. 
Haldane, Richard Burdon. 
Hamilton.Col. Chas.E. (South’k). 
Harland, Sir Edward James. 
Heathcote, Captain Edwards. 
Herbert, Hon. Sidney. 
Hill,Rt.Hn.Lord Arthur (Down). 
Hill, Col. Edwd. Stock (Bristol). 
Hoare, Samuel (Norwich). 
Holloway, George. 
Houldsworth, Sir Wm. Henry. 
Howorth, Henry Hoyle. 
Hozier, James Henry Cecil. 
Hughes, Colonel Edwin. 
Hunt, Frederick Seager. 
Hunter, Sir Guyer (Hackney). 
Isaacson, Frederick Wootton. 
Jackson, Rt. Hon. Wm. Lawies. 
Jeffreys, Arthur Frederick. 
Johnston, William.
Kenyon, Hon. George Thomas. 
Knightley, Sir Rainaid. 
Leahy, James (Kildare). 
Lechmere, Sir Edmund A. H. 
Legh, Thos. Wodehouse (Lane.). 
Lennox, Lord Walter C. Gordon. 
Lewisham, Viscount.; 
Llewellyn, Evan Henry. 
Lockwood, Frank. 
Low, Malcolm. 
Lowther.Hn.Wm.(We3tm’land). 
Lymington, Viscount. 
Mackintosh, Charles Frazer. 
Maclure, John William.

M’Donald, Dr. Roderick. 
M'Lagan, Peter.
M’Laren, Walter S. B. 
Madden, Dodgson Hamilton. 
Marriott, Rt. Hon. Sir W. T. 
Matthews, lit. Hon. Henry. 
Maxwell, Sir Herbert E. 
Montagu, Samuel.
Morgan (Octavius V. Battersea}. 
Morrell, George Herbert. 
Mount, William George. 
Mulholland, Henry Lyle. 
Murdoch, Charles Townshend. 
Nolan, Colonel (Galway, N.). 
Norris, Edward Samuel. 
Northcote, Hon. Sir H. Stafford. 
Norton, Robert.
Pearson, Sir Charles John. 
Pelly, Sir Lewis.
Philipps, John Wynford. 
Pickersgill, Edward Hare. 
Plowden, Sir William' Chichele. 
Plunket, Rt. Hon. David R. 
Pomfret, William Pomfret. 
Price, Captain (Devonport). 
Rankin, James.
Heed, Henry Byron (Bradford).' 
Ritchie, Rt. Hon. Chas. Thomson. 
Robertson,Rt. Hon. J.P.B. (Bute). 
Robinson, Brooke (Dudley). 
Round, James.
Rountree, Joshua.
Russell, T. W. (Tyrone). 
Selwyn, Capt. Charles William. 
Smith, Abel (Herts).
Smith, Rt. Hn. Wm. H. (Strand). 
Stanhope,Rt. Hn. E. (Lincolnsh.) 
Summers, William.
Sykes, Christopher. 
Talbot, John Gilbert. 
Taylor, Francis. 
Temple, Sir Richard. 
Theobald, James. 
Thorburn, Walter.
Tyler, Sir Henry Whatley. 
Vernon, Hon. Greville Richard. 
Vincent, Chas. Edw. Howard. 
Walsh, Hn. Arthur Henry John. 
Webster, Sir R.E.(Isle of Wight). 
West, W. Cornwallis.
Weston, Sir Joseph Dodge. 
Weymouth, Viscount.
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Williams Arthur (Glamorgan).
Wilson, Henry J. (York, W. K.).
Winn, Hon. Rowland.
Wolmer, Viscount.
Wood, Nicholas.

Woodall, William.
Wortley, Charles Beilby Stuart.
Wright, Caleb (Lane. S. W.) 
Wright, H. Smith (Nottingham).

Tellers for the Noes, Mr. Akers-Douglas and Sir William Walrond

CUNVERSAZIONE.

In view of the expected debate on May 13th, a conversazione was 
arranged to take place in the galleries of the Royal Institution of 
Painters in Water Colours, Piccadilly, on the evening of Monday, 
11th. Invitations were issued to supporters of Mr. Woodall’s Bill, in 
the names of the following ladies, who kindly consented to form a 
Reception Committee :—The Lady Frances Balfour, Mrs. Leonard 
Courtney, Miss Courtenay, Mrs. Fawcett, Louisa Lady Goldsmid, 
Miss Davenport-Hill, Lady Lethbridge, Lady Matheson, Mrs. Penrose 
FitzGerald, the Countess of Portsmouth, Mrs. Temple, Mrs. Westlake, 
the Lady Maude Wolmer. , Amongst the earliest arrivals were, the 
Lady Frances Balfour, Dr. Storey (of Roseneath), Louisa Lady Gold- 
smid,Mrs. Fawcett, Miss Davies, Mrs. Garrett Anderson,Mr. Anderson, 
the Misses Anderson, Mrs. Leonard Courtney, Miss Courtney, Lord 
and Lady George Campbell, Lady Matheson, Major and Mrs. Hous
ton, Mr. and Mrs. Hallett, Rev. Donald Fraser, Miss Garrett, Miss 
Gurney, Mr. McLaren, M.P., Mr. Woodall, M.P., Mr. and Mrs. 
Moberley Bell, Mrs. Sheldon Amos, Mr. and Miss Amos, Miss 
Dorothea Roberts, Mrs. Shaen, Mrs. Rowland Williams, Mr. and 
Mrs. Stopes, Colonel Wintie, Mrs. Miller Morrison, Mr. B. Black
burn, Mrs. Eowe Bennett, Miss Catherine Drew, Mr. Atkins, Mrs. 
H. W. Lawrence, and Mrs. Coffey, Airs. Bateson, Mrs. Bathurst, 
Mrs. and Miss Henn Collins, Mrs. Culme Seymour, Captain James, 
Mr. Glutton, Miss Edith Phillott, Miss McKerlie, Miss A. E. Bell, 
Miss Gertrude Andrews, Mr. Tod, Misses Hill, Mrs. Earnshaw, 
Miss Ellaby, M.D., Miss Spring Rice, Misses Butcher, Mr. and Mrs. 
Shore Smith. Miss Hubbard, Mrs. Wynford Philipps, Miss Cicely 
Philipps,’Miss L. M. Wilkinson, Miss F. R. Wilkinson, Miss Green
hill, Lady Weston, Miss Zimmerman, Mr. and the Lady Ida Lowe, 
Mrs. Gerald Wellesley, Mr. and Mrs. Hugh Watt, Miss Vernon, Mrs. 
and Miss Sterling, Mr. Stone and Miss Stone, Mr. and Mrs. 
Stanger. Mrs. S. W. Rea, Miss Eccles, Mr. and Mrs. E. R. Pease, 
Major and Mrs. Jordan, Mrs. W. Debenham, MissM. H. Hart, Mrs. 
Kyllmann, Misses Vernon Harcourt, Miss Robson, Mrs. Alexander 
Koss, Mrs. Mylne, Miss W alker, M.D., Mr. and Miss Dryhurst, Mr. 
F. E. Garrett, &c., &c.

Letters regretting unavoidable absence were received from the 
Countess of Portsmouth, Mrs. Temple, Mr. Rankin, M.P., Sir 
Albert Rollit, M.P., &c. Lady Maude Wolmer was prevented by 

illness from being present, also Miss Tod, Mr. T. W. Russell, M.P., 
Misses Davenport-Hill, and several others.

The Committee had, in the first instance, contemplated a gather
ing mainly social in character, but after the change wrought in the 
political position by the division on Sir Henry James’ amendment on 
April 30th, it was determined to introduce a more political element, 
and speeches were accordingly arranged to be given between ten and 
eleven o’clock in the Eastern Gallery, by Mrs. Garrett Anderson, 
M.D., the Lady Frances Balfour, Mrs. Ashworth Hallett, Rev. 
Donald Fraser, D.D., Mr. McLaren, M.P., and Mr. Woodall, M.P.

Mr. McLaren was voted to the chair, and after reviewing the cir
cumstances by which the Bill had been set aside, he went on to say 
it was of course open to the House of Commons to discuss, or de
cline to discuss, any measure that might come before it, but no mea- 
sure had been treated with such injustice as this one—despite all the 
efforts their friends could put forth. Two years before, when a 
debate was expected, they had been cheated out of their day by a 
conspiracy between the Radicals, Mr. Labouchere being chief in
triguer, and the Conservatives’ Whips. This year it had not been 
possible for the intriguers to enter into negotiations with the Govern
ment, because Mr. W. H. Smith had given an assurance to the 
deputation of ladies who had waited on him, that the day for second 
reading should not be absorbed. They had been obliged, therefore, 
to adopt more open proceedings, and attention had thus been drawn 
to the manner in which the Women’s Suffrage party had been 
cheated.

Many members though in favour of the measure, had not the 
courage to oppose its being set aside. They tried to get all they 
could from women and would give nothing in return. If women would 
take a bold stand, and make it clear to candidates and members that 
they would not receive their help unless they pledged themselves 
to support Women’s Suffrage they would, in a year or two, have the 
fulfilment of their hopes. But so long as it was treated only in an 
academic way, they would be cheated in the future as they had been 
in the past. He trusted that all women interested in this subject 
would do their best so to organise in the constituencies as to press 
this matter forward at every election.

The Lady Frances Balfour being then called upon to speak, said 
she did not know why she should be asked to speak first, unless it 
were because she was the youngest of the recruits. In a lively 
manner she described the fears that were felt when it was known 
that the Government intended to take private members days, how 
Mr. W. H. Smith stated that he had given something in the nature 
of a pledge that the 13th should not be taken, and now after all the 
day for the Suffrage Bill was lost. When they considered the posi
tion the question occupied now and compared it with that it occupied 
fifteen years ago, they had no cause for anything but cheerfulness. 
They had only to go straight forward, for they had come to be re
garded seriously; they had only to go on trying to strengthen 
members of Parliament, and in a short time they would gain all they 
wanted.

Mr. Woodall, M.P., after some preliminary comments on the 
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fate of the Bill, went on to say that now they must dismiss all illu
sions. They had been accustomed to think of Women’s Suffrage as 
having been voted for on its own merits. They had seen women 
taking their part so well in Municipal elections, School Board and 
Poor Law Guardian work, that if by a stroke of the pen their work 
and influence could be eliminated it would be to annul a great power 
from among the motive forces which, are now being brought to bear 
on the administrative work of the day and on social problems. They 
had taken it for granted that the battle was over when they might 
count on a majority in the present Parliament. Thus a fallacious 
opinion had grown up that the academic feeling in favour of their 
claim was strong enough to assure them a vote of the majority of 
the House. It was only of recent years that all political parties had 
come to acknowledge the importance of the co-operation of women, 
yet all had misgivings, lest they should spoil their calculations by 
the introduction of this new element. They needed to impress 
members with the conviction that women are in earnest; that they 
desire the vote for the uses they can put it to. They must make 
earnest effort. He believed there was a general feeling even amongst 
opponents that their ultimate triumph was certain.

Mrs. Garrett Anderson, who was very cordially received, said 
she wished to express how very important she thought the present 
crisis to be. They must throw their hearts into this work if they 
meant to bring it to a successful issue. People were not yet 
sufficiently convinced that women do care for this thing. A great 
deal of activity ought to be their's before the next general election, 
and she would be glad to see a large sum raised, for propagandism 
is expensive. When they heard a person like Mr. Labouchere say 
that the suffrage is no more likely to be given to women than to 
rabbits, that ought to be brought up against him on every occasion. 
It was a scandal for a man who called himself a man to say such a 
thing.

Mrs. Ashworth Hallett said that it was in 1870 that the 
Women’s Suffrage Bill was first introduced into Parliament, and 
there were some present that evening who had never ceased to 
work for the question during that long period of years. In the 
early days of the movement they had endured the scoff and sneers 
of opponents with becoming meekness. They were supported by 
the belief that they had got hold of a truth which, in the progress of 
events, would have to be acknowledged. They had seen political 
power gradually extended to thousands of " capable ” illiterate men. 
Statesmen had now to reckon with a vast unwieldy electorate 
swayed by emotion and sentiment, and in their difficulties they 
were entreating women to lend their aid to lead and guide this 
incalculable host. Women having no voice in forming the laws 
were asked to help to form the ideas of the new law makers. No 
longer were politics outside women’s sphere. If women, to quote 
Mr. Gladstone, have " a real part to play in Party politics,” then 
it was clear that the bottom had been knocked out of all the 
arguments, ancient and modern, against giving them responsible 
political power. The women who are asking for the franchise 
are the only voters representing property who are left outside the

Constitution. They are already included in the local electoral roll, 
and when added to the Parliamentary register they would bring 
some balance of intelligence to set against the ignorance that 
abounded. She believed that the votes of women would be on the 
side of strong Government, on the side of law and order, of reli
gion and morality. They asked for the franchise for women because 
they believed it would add a new power and virtue to the State, 
and that in the future, as in the past, every act which helped to 
raise the status of women would add to the well-being of the 
world.

The Rev. Donald Fraser was next asked to address the, audience, 
and began by saying that this was his maiden speech on the subject, 
though he had been a convinced adherent for over twenty years. 
His profession had taken him from political discussions, yet in his 
quiet room he had often felt indignant that a question of such im
portance should be balked year by year hy provoking delays, nor did 
he think it creditable to men that it had to be pressed so much. 
He had no fear that its supporters would lose heart or hope, for as 
it has been said, " our desires are increased by our difficulties.”

It is the voice of the dunce that says " women do not understand 
public affairs,” the dunce.is afraid of the woman who has enlarged 
her mind by these questions. The real objection is that men think 
women very dangerous persons. They are so easily humbugged, 
men say, and so fond of hobbies. But that is about the most in
correct fallacy they can utter. Women are not so sentimental as 
men, for they are much more practical, and in so far as they have 
been intrusted with the public affairs of the country it is not they 
who have set up fads and hobbies. This question was not one that 
should be only pushed by women; men should push it also. 
Women, when they have the power of the vote, would see through 
a good many men who are cajoling the masses. They would put 
their bodkins into a good many windbags. It would not be possible 
to subtract from the number of voters, but it would be possible 
to make a wise and reasonable addition, one that would bring intelli
gence and a new point of view into the whole sphere of politics, and 
would help the moral amelioration of the people.

Mrs. Fawcett then proposed a vote of thanks to the Chairman, 
and the company, which had collected during the speeches in 
the Eastern Gallery, dispersed through the various rooms, taking 
leave towards midnight.

OPINIONS OF THE PRESS.

Times.
" The Woman’s Franchise Bill belongs to a class of measures which 

are a scandal to representative institutions—measures which, by the 
insistence of a noisy and importunate minority acting upon the 
cowardice and flabbiness of candidates for seats in the House of 
Commons, gradually secure the perfunctory support of numbers who 
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are thoroughly opposed to them, and sometimes become law in 
defiance of the true opinion of the House and the country. Men 
in quest of seats are addicted to the immoral practice of promising 
their support to measures which they know to be bad, and of sooth
ing their conscience with the argument that the measures are too 
bad ever to pass. There is no measure too bad or too ridiculous to 
be passed by an Assembly in which this form of dishonesty is preva
lent. A moment arrives when the number of those who are bound 
by these dissolute pledges becomes so great that the obstacle in 
which they put their trust, even while doing all that lay in their own 
power to overthrow it, is finally swept away. This is bad enough 
even in matters of minor importance. But in this country we have 
no written Constitution and no organic statutes of any kind. 
Nothing is safe from a chance vote of the House of Commons, and, 
unless that House is inspired by a high sense of public duty, the 
tactics we have described may be as easily used to effect the most 
profound as the most superficial changes. The admission of women 
to equal political power with men is a wild experiment from which 
the most advanced democracies in all ages have shrunk. Yet to 
that experiment we are so nearly committed, in the teeth of reason, 
experience, and the sober conviction of an overwhelming majority, 
that the House of Commons is glad to snatch at the somewhat 
ignominious expedient of preventing the question from being put to 
the vote.”

Globe.
" Women’s Franchise is not a burning question, but it is of very 

much more importance, in respect both of justice and of expediency, 
than many which emulate temporary volcanoes; and to treat it as 
an intrusion upon the serious business of the country is to virtually 
admit ignorance of its whole character and bearing. Moreover, a 
considerable number of pledges have been given that it shall be 
fairly considered; and we do not take for granted that election 
pledges are made only to be broken, or else given under the tacit 
condition that the measure in respect of which they are given shall 
have no chance of becoming law. Mr. W. H. Smith only gave evi
dence of his care for the reputation of the House, as well as of his 
right estimate of a great question when he insisted upon giving 
advocates of women’s suffrage their single opportunity during the 
present session. For once, the temper of the House of Commons 
appears to be sufficiently cool and unpreoccupied to consider it on 
its merits; and—though such appearances are deceptive—it is re- 
grettable that the opportunity should have been refused.”

Pall Mall Gazette.
“The great movement which is teaching women to think, and 

enabling them to act, for themselves, which is encouraging them to 
possess character and individuality, and to put those qualities into 
careers, will but receive a slender tributary when a Woman’s Suf- 
frage Bill is read for the third time and has sustained but little 
check from yesterday’s jockeying.

“ Meanwhile, there is one practical good which should arise from 

yesterday’s double shuffle. It ought to teach the Liberal lady poli
ticians that they are being humbugged; that from the Liberal Party, 
as a party, they, as women, have nothing to look for.”

'Western Morning News.
“Women already vote for Municipal Councils, for Boards of 

Guardians, and for School Boards. Nobody has suggested that they 
have unsexed themselves. But when it is proposed that the Par
liamentary privilege shall be extended to them, then the bulk of the 
Liberal Party will not so much as discuss the matter. So much, the 
worse for the Liberal Party. If the Conservatives are to have on 
their side all that is most intelligent and aspiring amongst educated 
English women, we may depend upon it that the Conservative 
Party will soon be moved by yet stronger and stronger desires for 
social improvement, and that in the end it will become popular by 
good deeds which can never be extinguished. Services like those 
performed by the main body of the Conservatives last night 
towards women will be paid, not so much by women’s support, as 
by women’s influence. We wish we could claim more Liberal 
Unionists, but we have some of the best of them.”

Punch.
" Thursday.—A pretty little game on to-night. Old Morality 

moved his Resolution taking power to appropriate Tuesdays and 
Fridays evening sittings, and all Wednesdays for Irish Land Bill. In 
ordinary circumstances there would have been stormy protest led 
from Front Opposition Bench against this inroad on time of private 
Members. Other fish to fry to-night. Wednesday week assigned 
for Second Reading of Woman’s Suffrage Bill; if Government take 
that day for Irish Land Bill, obviously can’t be utilised for further
ance of Woman’s Rights. This is an awkward question for some 
Members ; don’t like it, but daren’t vote against it. Here’s oppor
tunity of getting rid of it by side-wind. Not necessary in arrang
ing proceedings to mention Suffrage Bill, or even Wednesday, 13th 
of May. It ■was principle for which Members struggled; the 
‘ principle of uniformity,’ as Mr. G. beautifully put it. ‘ Let us,’ 
he said, though perhaps not quite in this phrase, ' go the whole hog 
or none; take all the Wednesdays, or leave them.’

" Pretty to see Old Morality protesting against this unprecedented 
access of generosity. The very picture, as McEwan said, of a good 
man struggling with the adversity of overwhelming good fortune. 
Was prepared to take a Wednesday here and there ; but, really, too 
much to appropriate every one. ‘ Not at all—not at all,’ said Mr. G.

" But it was only under compulsion of a Division that he consented 
to accept the endowment. In meanwhile, the Woman’s Suffrage 
debate on Wednesday week snuffed out, and final opportunity of 
Session lost.

“‘I’m inclined,’ said WM. Woodall, ‘as a rule, to take kindly 
views of my fellow men, to put the best construction upon their 
actions ; but, upon my word, I’m not satisfied in my own mind that 



we advocates of Woman’s Rights have not been made the victims of 
deep and dastardly design.’

“ ‘ Order! Order ! ’ said Courtney ; ' no more am I.’
“ Business done.—Woman’s Rights men dished.”

Truth.
u Had the House of Commons had an opportunity to vote upon the 

proposal, the ladies would have discovered that the Legislature is as 
likely to give them votes as to give votes to rabbits, for it would 
have been defeated by a very large majority.”

Methodist Times.
« The way in which the House of Commons sneaked out of the ne- 

cessity of recording its opinion for or against the Female Franchise 
Bill was not creditable to the male sex. If Members of Parliament 
do not believe in extending the vote to women, let them at least have 
the courage to say so, and then we shall know where we are. It is 
to be feared that some advocates of the Female Suffrage have im
perilled their cause by making extreme demands. Not satisfied with 
giving votes to such women as are ratepayers, they wish to confer the 
vote upon every woman at once, which would effect at a stroke such 
a complete revolution in the distribution of political power that even 
the friends of the gradual recognition of Female Suffrage might hesi
tate to concede it. The frequently expressed argument that the vote 
should be resisted on the ground that all women are Conservativesis 
too contemptible for discussion. If women are entitled to the suf
frage the way they are likely to vote has nothing to do with it. As 
to the argument that they are likely to be influenced by the parsons, 
it comes with ill grace from men who have been often influenced by 
the publicans, and of the two we prefer the parsons. We quite 
admit that the question is a grave one, but it ought to be discussed 
on its merits and not meanly dismissed by aside wind.”

Speaker.
« Certain forms of female suffrage are already in force in this 

country, and practical politicians have had an opportunity of seeing 
for themselves how they answer. It is true that the extension of the 
franchise to women which has already taken place is in itself un
objectionable. But the equity of the change which gave certain' 
women a vote in municipal affairs is independent of the manner in 
which they have used that vote. Unfortunately experience has 
taught all who are concerned in municipal elections that the working 
of the female franchise has not been satisfactory. Whether rightly 
or wrongly, the fact remains that the great majority of female 
voters have the strangest dislike for independence. There are, of 
course, striking exceptions to the rule; but these exceptions only 
seem to make the rule more conspicuous. The majority of the ladies 
who now enjoy a vote in municipal affairs vote as they are told. 
That is to say, they place themselves in the hands of some trusted, 
friend, and their ballot-paper is marked as that friend advises. By- 
and-by this may all be changed ; the idea of the independence of

woman, which now possesses so strongly the minds of a few, may per- 
meate the whole mass of the female sex. But clearly that is not the 
case at present, and will hardly be the case for a generation to come. 
What happens now is that certain favoured persons—clergymen 
being conspicuous among their number—though they are not allowed 
a plurality of wives, are permitted to enjoy a plurality of votes; 
and in more cases than we care to dwell upon, the votes of women in 
municipal contests have been cast against useful and necessary 
measures of reform, merely for the sake of pleasing their spiritual or 
medical advisers.”

Note.—The following letters furnish an appropriate commentary on 
the above passage.

The first is from Miss Sanders, Cardiff.
" My father (Mr. Alderman Sanders, of Cardiff) wishes me to say that 

he thinks few men have a wider or more continued experience of munici
pal contests than he has had, which experience extends over more than 
thirty years. It may be perfectly true that some women vote as they 
are told, but not the majority. It is equally true that many men vote 
as they are told, but on the whole he is convinced that the majority of 
women voters use their suffrage with a higher and nobler purpose than 
do the majority of the other sex.”

The next letter is from Mr. S. Hayward, Bath, who writes :_ « An 
experience of thirty years in municipal elections in Bath (where the 
women voters comprise 1,700 out of 7,000) enables me confidently to 
contradict the assertion of the writer in the Speaker, ‘ that the great 
majority of female voters have the strongest dislike for indepen
dence.’ The municipal elections here have generally been fought on 
political grounds (I think unfortunately), and hence both male and 
female voters have been influenced in various ways ; but I have found 
that the women voters have generally attached more importance than 
the men to the personal moral character and social usefulness of a 
candidate ; and certainly have shown more independence than the 
majority of the lower class of male voters.”

FUTURE EFFORTS.

The Executive Committee have received many sug
gestions as to the best methods of concentrating the 
strength of the movement which has for quarter of a 
century being steadily increasing in force.

The effort to obtain a fair hearing for the question 
has now received the aid of the Government. This 
combined with the approach of a General Election 
makes the present a time peculiarly calling for ener
getic action.

In regard to the necessary sinews of war, the Com-
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mittee have received the following letter from a lady, 
whose name if she would permit its publication, would 
carry weight. They commend it to the attention of 
their supporters :—

" I advise raising a good sum to spend in working 
up the country during the next three years. I will 
contribute £100 a year for three years on condition 
that £900 a year more is promised.

" I think 1,000 a year is not in the least too much 
to spend just now.

" Would it be worth while to have a Self-denial 
Suffrage Week, say in November or December, of 
each year, in which friends all over the country shall 
deny themselves all luxuries and put the proceeds into 
our fund ? ... We must find ways of making it 
recognised that we care very much on the subject.”

The aid of women is constantly invoked in election 
contests, and it is surely reasonable to ask those who 
desire such help to take part in obtaining for women 
the right to exercise quietly by their votes the political 
power which they are urged by all parties in turn to 
exert in their favour by canvassing or other more 
conspicuous methods.

Women are called on now more imperatively than 
they have ever been called on before to make their 
views known to the men who are likely to have the 
power of carrying them out, and by this means lend 
the most effective form of co-operation to the efforts of 
their friends in the House of Commons as well as to 
the efforts of the Committee, who will do their utmost 
to secure the introduction of a Bill next session.
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It falls to your Committee this year to present a Report with 
more than the average alternations of hopes and disappoint
ments, checks and encouragements.

On the meeting of Parliament on November 25th several 
Members ballotted for a day for the Parliamentary Franchise 
Extension to Women Bill. Mr. Woodall secured the least 
unfavourable place and accordingly put down the Bill for May 
13th, the only day on which a first place was available.

Fears were, however, entertained lest, owing to its proximity 
to Whitsuntide, that day should be absorbed in the holidays. 
Some of the Parliamentary supporters in order to secure a 
debate and division sought to obtain a day for a Resolution. 
Your Committee feeling strongly that a Resolution at this 
stage of the question is of no practical value, resolved to make 
an effort to ensure a debate on the Bill. A memorial was 
prepared with many influential signatures attached,* which the 
first Lord of the Treasury consented to receive from a small 
deputation of ladies,-appointing the 20th April for the purpose.

The text of the memorial, and a complete list of signatures has been 
published in pamphlet form.
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*

* A full report of the debate and division list was given in an Occasional 
paper issued by your Committee on June’ist.

uhedidii

Lord Wolmer having introduced the deputation, Mrs. Fawcett 
briefly brought forward certain points for consideration. Mr. 
Smith stated in reply that he had every reason to believe that 
May 13th would be available for the Bill. He added that that 
day would certainly not be included in the Whitsuntide holidays, 
that there was no intention of taking the day for Government 
business, and that every effort would be made to keep the day 
open for the Bill.

Meantime Mr. Haldane had secured a first place for a 
Resolution on April 24th. The Parliamentary Committee on 
hearing the result of the deputation resolved to proceed with 
the Bill. Mr. Haldane accordingly withdrew his Resolution.*

Your Committee and the other affiliated Committees at once 
entered on preparations for the expected division. Mr. Radcliffe 
Cooke and Mr. Samuel Smith had already given notice of 
opposition. Mr. De Lisle and Mr. Asquith now also gave notice 
to move that the Bill be read that day six months. On April 
30th, Mr. W. H. Smith moved—" That, whenever the Purchase 
of Land and Congested Districts (Ireland) Bill is appointed for 
Tuesday or Friday, the House do meet at 3 o’clock, and that 
the proceedings on that Bill have precedence over all orders of 

* The text of Mr. Haldane’s Resolution was as follows;—That the exclusion 
of women, otherwise legally qualified, from voting in elections of Members of 
Parliament is injurious to those excluded, contrary to the principle of just 
representation, and to that of the laws now in force regulating the election of 
town and county councils and other local representative bodies.”'

To this the following notices of amendments were given Mr. Samuel 
Smith,—As an Amendment to Mr, Haldane’s Motion, leave out all after 
“ That,” and insert “ this House views with apprehension so grave a change 
in our political system as would be involved in the admission of women to the 
Parliamentary Franchise, and declines to entertain the proposal.” 1

Mr. Radcliffe Cooke,—As an Amendment to Mr. Haldane’s Motion, leave 
out all after " the ’ and insert “ alteration of the Laws which exclude women 
from voting in elections of / Members of Parliament would not be expedient 
until some public demand should arise for the change, and until (in the event 
of such a demand arising) the change could be effected without injustice to 
male voters."

Mr. De Lisle,—As an Amendment to Mr. Haldane’s resolution,’ leave out all 
after “ that ” and insert “ the exclusion of women from voting in elections of 
Members of Parliament is beneficial to the peace and prosperity of the State, 
being in accord with the fundamental principle of the good government of man
kind ; and that the laws now in force regulating the election of town and county 
councils and other local representative bodies require examination in order to 
determine whether the legal qualifications of women are in accord with the 
natural,”

the day and notices of motion; and that the said Bill have 
precedence on Wednesday, if it be appointed for that day.”

A debate then ensued of a very unusual character led by 
Mr. Gladstone, who advised that all Wednesdays be taken by 
the Government; Mr. Bryce and Mr. Labouchere also spoke in 
the same sense and Sir Henry James proposed to amend the 
motion so that it should read after the word " Bill,” in the last 
line but one, “shall also have precedence on Wednesdays until 
said Bill has passed through Committee of the House.”

On a division being taken the votes were—for the amendment 
218, against 159, majority 59. Mr. Akers Douglas and Col. 
Walrond, the Government Tellers, were tellers for the minority; 
neither the debate nor the division lists turned on the merits 
of the Bill.* The following tabular statement will indicate 
the mixed character of the voting on this occasion :—

Some known opponents voted with the minority to support 
Mr. W. H. Smith; some who had been counted on as friends 
voted with the majorityin order to further the Irish Land Bill. 
Be the motives what they might, and they were no doubt 
various, the effect remains the same.

On April 13th, a public meeting was held in the Westminster
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Miss Davenport-Hill, Lady Lethbridge, Lady
Mrs.

Goldsmid,
Matheson, Penrose Fitz-Gerald, the Countess of

“That in view of the many social questions involving home and domestic 
interests which will claim the attention of the Legislature in the near future, 
the inexpediency and injustice of excluding women from all representation has 
become more serious than at any previous period.

“This Meeting therefore respectfully urges on the Members of Her 
Majesty’s Government, and on Members of the House of Commons, the 
importance of no longer deferring such extension of the Franchise as shall 
enable duly qualified women to be placed on the Register before the next 
General Election.”

Town Hall, in support of the Parliamentary Franchise Extension 
to Women Bill. In the unavoidable absence of Mr. Penrose 
FitzGerald, M.P., the chair was taken by Sir Richard Temple, 
Bart., M.P. The meeting was addressed by Mrs. Ashford, 
Mr. Henry Kimber, M.P., the Rev. Harry Jones and Mrs. 
Fawcett; the following resolution was passed

In view of the expected debate on May 13th, your Committee 
arranged a conversazione in the galleries of the Royal Institution 
of Painters in Water Colours, Piccadilly, for the evening of 
Monday, 11th. Invitations were issued in the names of 
the following ladies, who kindly consented to form a Recep
tion Committee:—The Lady Frances Balfour, Mrs. Leonard 
Courtney, Miss Courtenay, Mrs. Fawcett, Louisa Lady

Portsmouth, Mrs. Temple, Mrs. Westlake, the Lady Maud 
Wolmer. Between ten and eleven o’clock a large assembly 
which had gathered in the Eastern Gallery were addressed by 
Mrs. Garrett Anderson, M.D., the Lady Frances Balfour, Mrs. 
Ashworth Hallett, Rev. Donald Fraser, D.D., Mr. McLaren, 
M.P., and Mr. Woodall, M.P.

Your Committee desire to express their cordial thanks to Mrs. 
Napier Higgins for a numerously attended drawing-room meet
ing held at her residence, Percy Cross House, Fulham, in 
November; Mr. Napier Higgins, Q.C., presided. They 
would also thank Miss Reid and Miss Guinness for a dis
cussion meeting held in their studio, Augustine Road, Brook 
Green, and Mrs. Ormsby Sherrard for a meeting held by her 
kind invitation at 3, Berkeley Square. . They are much 
indebted to Mrs. Louis Blacker, for a well attended meeting 

held by her kind invitation at 13, Queensborough Terrace, 
Col. Birch in the chair, and to Miss Greenhill for inviting a 
meeting, on May 9th, at her studio, Abdale Road, Shepherd’s 
Bush ; Mr. Sharp in the chair; also to Mrs. Shaen, Mrs. Oliver, 
Miss Abney Walker, Miss Lord and Miss Petrie, for kind help 
in addressing these meetings.

Two Petitions of a somewhat special character were presented 
in the House of Commons through the instrumentality of the 
friends and members of this Society; one signed by 774 pro
fessional women including the Heads of Girton and Newnham 
Colleges, Cambridge; Somerville Hall, Oxford; College Hall, 
London; Aberdare Hall, Cardiff; and many Head mistresses 
of schools, together with a large number of artists, authors, 
journalists, &c. This petition was presented by Sir John 
Lubbock. The other was signed by 472 women engaged in 
social work of various kinds, and was presented by the Right 
Hon. C. T. Ritchie, M.P.

In December last your Committee offered two prizes in connec
tion with the Educational Council of the southern section of the 
Co-operative Union for the best essay on " The bearing of Co
operative Experience on the Question of Women’s Suffrage.” The 
first prize was awarded to Mr. F. Rockell, whose essay your Com
mittee propose to publish. The second prize was not awarded.

A letter, calling attention to the importance of the Suffrage 
for Women, which was extensively circulated amongst ladies 
engaged in political work, was signed by :—Clara, Lady Rayleigh- 
Miss Balfour (Chief Secretary’s Lodge), the Hon. Lady Grey, 
Egerton, Lady Knightley, Mrs. Cotton-Jodrell, Mrs. Atlay, (The 
Palace, Hereford), Mrs. Culme-Seymour, Mrs. C. H. Hodgson, 
(74; Belgrave Road, London), Mrs. Vansittart, Mrs. Dent 
(Sudeley Castle), the Hon. Mrs. Paley, Lady Rayleigh, and 
Mrs. Penrose-FitzGerald.

The year that has just closed will be marked in the 
history of the Suffrage movement for the death of Miss Lydia 
E. Becker, which took place at Geneva on July 18th, only three 
days after the last Annual Meeting. Her clear and vigorous 
mind held a firm grasp of the political bearings of the question,
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and as a pioneer in the early and difficult years of the agitation 
and leader in its councils, the memory of her master mind will 
ever be associated with its history.

A still earlier advocate of measures for improving the condition 
of women, Barbara Leigh Smith, Madame Bodichon, breathed 
her last at Scalands Gate, Sussex, on June 11th. A pamphlet, 
published by her in 1855, entitled " A Brief Summary of the 
most important laws of England concerning Women,” may be 
considered to have opened the way for the Married Women’s 
Property Acts. She took an active part in promoting the 
petition for Women’s Suffrage, presented by Mr. J. S. Mill in 
1866, and a Paper by her on " Reasons for and against Women’s 
Suffrage ” was read at the Social Science Congress in Manchester 
in the same year. Later she largely shared in founding the college 
for women now known as Girton College, Cambridge. Though 
ill-health had compelled her withdrawal for many years from 
active life, she lived to see her most ardent aspirations more 
or less fully realized in the passing of the Married Women’s 
Property Acts, the growth of the Women’s Suffrage movement, 
and the success of Girton College

Your Committee have to record the loss, at the close of last 
year, of Mr. Coleridge J. Kennard, who had been an earnest 
supporter of their cause, both in and out of Parliament ; of 
Lord Deramore, who as Sir Thomas Bateson, M.P. for Devizes, 
voted steadily for the enfranchisement of women; and of 
Mr. Bradlaugh, M.P., who had proved himself a most 
consistent and disinterested supporter of Women’s Suffrage.

In the past few weeks your Society has lost an old and valued 
member in Sir Robert N. Fowler, M.P.; he had voted in favour 
as Member for Penryn in 1871, and his name was on the back 
of the Bill when it passed second reading in 1886. Another of 
the most valued members of the Society has passed away in Mr. 
Thomas Hare, who was for many years a member of the Execu
tive Committee, and who throughout his long life had always 
been a staunch friend of the cause of women.

The death of Sir J. A. Macdonald removes a powerful supporter 
from the ranks of our colonial statesmen, and in the general

regret for his loss, your Committee gratefully remember that he 
introduced provisions for the enfranchisement of women in the 
Canadian Electoral Bill of 1885.

Your Committee have received an offer of {10o a year for 
three years, provided that another {90 be raised annually. 
They earnestly appeal to the friends of the movement to enable 
them to profit by this offer. They would also invite application
for lecturers and for literature from associations desirous 
information on the subject.

Amidst the many reforms which press for consideration 
the present day, your Committee entreat their friends never

of

at 
to

lose sight of this question, and to embrace every opportunity of 
urging on members of Parliament and Candidates for election, 
that sex cannot be treated as a bar to enfranchisement without 
risk of injury to all legislation affecting the moral and social 
condition of the country.

In conclusion your Committee are resolved to leave no effort 
untried to procure the passing of a measure of enfranchisement 
during the life of the present Parliament—or failing this to be 
fully prepared to meet the General Election.
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NATIONAL SOCIETY FOR WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE.

General Annual Meeting of the Central Committee. 
Westminster Town Hall, July i^th, 1891.

SIR ALBERT ROLLIT, M.P., in the Chair.

I he Secretary presented the Report and Financial Statement. 
Resolution I:

That this Meeting adopt the Report and Financial Statement 
and direct that they be printed for circulation.

Moved by Miss Tod.
Seconded by Baron DIMISDALE, M.P.

Resolution 11 :
That in view of the approaching General Election this Meeting 

is of opinion that a Bill should be introduced next Session to extend the 
Parliamentary Franchise to women who already possess the local 
franchises.

Moved by Col. Jodrell, M.P.
Seconded by Mrs. Fawcett.

Resolution III :
That the Executive Committee for the ensuing year consist 

of the following persons, with power to add to their number, and of 
delegates of Associated Societies : —

Professor Adamson, Miss Gertrude Andrews, Mrs. Ashford, 
Miss Baker, Miss Helen Blackburn, Miss Jessie Boucherett, Miss 
Frances Power Cobbe, Colonel Cotton-Jodrell, M.P., Miss Courtenay 
T'he Right Hon. Leonard Courtney, M.P., Miss F. Davenport-Hill 
Miss Emily Davies, Captain Edwards-Heathcote, M.P., Mrs. Henry 
Fawcett, Louisa Lady Goldsmid, Mrs. Hallett, Mrs. Haslam, Miss Lucy 
Johnson, Mrs. E. J. Mylne, Miss Mordan, Clara Lady Rayleigh, T. W. 
Russell, Esq., M.P., Mrs. Stephen Spring-Rice, Mrs. Sterling, Miss Tod, 
and Miss Vernon.

Moved by ' Mrs. SHAEN.

Seconded by Rev; J. C. Kirby (S. Australian W. S. Committee). 
Resolution IV :

That the best thanks of this Meeting be given to Sir Albert. 
Rollit for presiding on the present occasion.

Moved by Miss Emily. Davies.
Seconded by Mrs. Penrose FitzGerald.
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SUBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS.

£ s. d. £ s d.
Dons. Subs.

Adams, Mrs. - -- - ion
Addison, Mrs. - - . _ 0 26
Adair, Mrs. H. - . - 050
Allen, Miss - - . . 100
Anderson, Mrs. Hall - - - - 1 1 o
Anderson, Miss - -- .. 026
Atkins, Edward,, Esq. - - - 050
Atkinson, Mrs. Beavington - . . - „
Aylmer, Miss - - _ . I I 0
Babb, Miss - - - _ 220
Babb, J. Staines, Esq., - - . I1 0
Baker, Miss - - - - o 2 6
Bailey, Miss - - - - 0 10 0
Baxter, Mrs. Fleming - - , I o 0
Baxter, Miss - - _ 050
Beechcroft, Miss - - - _ 02 6
Biggs, Miss Ashurst - -- 1 1 0
Biggs, Miss Maude - - _ I o o
Bishop, Mrs. (Dolycarrig) - - - 026
Blacker, Mrs. Louis - - . 0 10 0 0 10 0
Blackmore, Miss - . - o - o
Borchardt, Miss - - _ 2-
Bostock, Miss - - - . s 1 0 0
Boucherett, Miss Jessie - - 50 0 0
Brandreth. H. S., Esq. - - I o 0 1 0 0
Bridges, Mrs. - I 00
Brodhurst, Mrs. - - - - 0 10 0
Brown, Miss E. L. - - . 026
Brumgate, Miss - - 2
Buchan, Dowager Countess - - 200 220
Buckland, Miss - - - . 026
Burne, Miss - - - - 0 ■ 0

„ Collected by Mrs. Burne - - 0 2 6
Thomas Burne, Esq. - 0’2 6
Miss S. M. Gardiner - 0‘.2 6
Miss de Natorp - 0-50
Smaller Sums - 030

Burt, Miss X. 8. - - - o . 6
Bush, Misses - - - - 2 2 0
Calthorpe, Miss - - . . 0 - 0
Camperdown, the Earl of • ' - 5 0 0
Channing-Pearce, Mrs. - ‘ - - o - o
Charlesworth, Mrs. - - - o 0
Clarke, Mrs. Benjamin - - - 1 0 o
Cheeseman, Mrs. - . - 0 2 6
Chickall, Miss - - - _ 0 . (
Clutton, R. G., Esq. - . - 5 5 0
Cobbe, Miss F. Power - . . 500
Chickall, Miss - - - . 026
Colborne, Hon. Mrs. - - - 0 10 0
Cotton, Mrs. -' - _ _ _
Cowell, Mrs. H. - . . 100
Courtney, Rt. Hon, Leonard, M.P. - - 10 0
Courtenay, Miss - - . - 10 0 0
Coxhead, Miss - - _ 0 10 o

I
£ s. d. £ s. d. 

Dons. Subs.
Crook, Mrs. - - - - 1 1 o
Crowe, Miss - - - - 100
Crump, Miss - - 0 10 0
Culme-Seymour, Mrs. - - 5 0 0 100
Curry, Miss F. W. - - 050
Darwin, Mrs. Francis - - 100
Davenport-Hill, Miss ) - - 1 1 0
Davenport-Hill, Miss F. - 10 00 110

,, , „ (second donation) - 100
Davies, Miss Emily ” - - - 1 1 o
Davies, Mrs. - - - - 050
Davis, Miss M. H. - - 0 2 6
Debenham, Mrs. Wm. - - - 0 10 0
Dimsdale, Baron, M.P. - - - 3 3 0
Donkin, Miss - - - - 050
Dougal, Miss L. - - - 02 6
Dublin Committee - - - 100
Duer, Misses - - - - 0 10 0
Dunn, Miss - -- - 1 1 0
Eaton, Mrs. Lauder - - - 050
Eccles, Miss - - - 10 0 0 500
Edge, Miss - - - - 026
Edmunds, Miss - - - -100
Ely, Miss Emily - - - 050
Evans, Miss - - - 0 10 0
Eve, Mrs. - - - - 0100 0100
Ewart, Miss - - - - 200
Fawcett, Mrs. Henry - - -10 00 500
Fawcett, Miss - - - - 100
Field, Mrs. Eastwick - - - 050
Ford, Miss E. H, - - - 500 300
Ford, Miss I. O. - - - 500
Ford, Rawlinson, Esq. - - - 1 1 0
Ford, Mrs. Rawlinson - - - 0100 1 1 0
Friend, A (Windsor) - - - 0 10 0
Friends, Several, per Miss Lucy Johnson - 500
Garrett, Miss Agnes - - - 220.
Goff, Miss - - -- 026
Goldsmid, Louisa, Lady - - - 500 220

„ „ „ (second donation) - 5 0 0
Gordon, Miss - - - . 0 50
Green, Miss E. H. - - - ' 100
Grey, Mrs. Wm. - - - 220
Grove, Miss -- - - 0 10 0
Gurney Miss M. - - - - 100
Gurney,Miss A.-- - • - 0 10 0
Gwynne, Miss ' - 0 to 0
Hallett, T G. P., Esq., and Mrs. Hallett - 500
Hamilton, Miss - - - 050
Hamley, Miss -- - - 026
Hallwright, Mrs. - - - 050
Harberton, Viscountess - - - 100
Hardie, Miss - - - - 026
Hare, Thomas, Esq., (the late) - - 1 1 o
Harrison, Mrs. - - - 100
Hart, Miss M. H. - - 050
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£ s. d £ s. d.

Dons. Subs.
Harvey, Miss , - - 026
Heath, Mrs. Bayly - - - 1 1 0
Heberden, Mrs. - - - 026
Higgins, Mrs. Napier - ' - 200
Higginson, Mrs. - - 1 0 0
Hill, Miss Emily - - - . .026
Hill, Miss Georgiana - - - 026
Hill, Frederick, Esq. - - I 0 0
Hodgson, Mrs. C. H. - - - 330

„ ,, (second donation) - 50 0
„ „ (third donation) 3 3 0

Holland, Mrs. Charles - - - jo 0 0 2 2 6
Holland, Miss Mabel - - - 2.00
Howse, Mrs. - - - , 0 10 0
Hubbard, Mrs. - - - 050
J.LA. - - 100
Jex-Blake. Dr. Sophia - - - 100
Jodrell, Col. Cotton, M.P. - - 3 0 0
Johnson, Miss Agnes - - - 11 0
Johnson, Miss Lucy - - - I I o
Jones, Miss Constance - - - 110
Jones, Miss H. M. - - - 050
Kensington, Miss - - - 0 5 0
Lafone, Alfred, Esq., M.P. - - 220
Lawrence, Miss D. - - - IIO
Lawrence, Miss M. - - - 11 0
Lawrence, Miss - - - I I 0
" Left Hand" - - - 2 0 0
Lewin, Miss - - - - 040
Light, Miss - - - - j 1 0
Link, F., Esq. - - - - 0 5 0
Lister, Miss Emma - - . 050
Lloyd, Miss -- - - 0 10 0
Ludlow, Miss - - - -100
Lyttelton, Hon. and Rev. Edward - - 1 1 0
Lyttelton, Hon. Mrs. Edward - - 1 1 o
Per Luton Committee :— ■

Mrs. Alford - - . 030
Mrs. Baily - - , , 016
Miss Bigg - - - . 220
Mrs. Boutwood - - - - 026
Mrs. Hall - - - - 0 2 6
Mrs. F. B. Webb - - " . 026
John Webdale, Esq. - - o 5 0
Mrs. Webster - - . 05
Mrs. Wootton - - - 026
Mrs. Henry Wright - - - 050*
The Committee - 026

McKerlie, Miss Helen - - - 050
Mackovski, Stainslaus - - - 1 I 0
Manning, Miss E. A. - - - 1 1 0
Marshall, Dr. Mary - - 1 1 0 .
Marshall, John, Esq. - - - 1 1 o
Marshall, Mrs. John - - 1 1 0

„ „ „ per Miss von Herder - 050
, », » » Miss Beevor - 026
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( 15 )
4 s. d. A s. d. 

Dons. Subs.
Marshall, Mrs. Stephen -- - 20
Martineau, Miss L. E. - - - 100
Meinertzhagen, Miss - - - 050
Mitchell, Mrs. J. F. - - I
Moore, Miss Ogle -- - 026
Mordan, Miss - - - / 500
Mordan, Augustus, Esq. - - - 100
Morris, Mr. George - - 0 7 6
Mosley, Miss M. - - - 026

„ „ Collected by
Miss E. S. Clarke - 026
Mrs. Curling Hope - 026
Miss E. G. Pierpoint - 026
Mrs. Maguire - 026

Muller, Mrs. - - - - 1 1 0
Mylne, Mrs. E. J. - - - 0100
Newman, Prof. F. W. - - - 100
Norris, Miss - - - -03.0
Notcutt, Miss - - - - 050
O’Connor, Miss - - - - 050
Oliver, Mrs. - - I 1 0
Paley, Hon. Mrs. - - - 200
Paine, Mrs. Lewis (two years) - - 0100
Pereira, Hon. Mrs. - - - 220
Phillott, Mrs. - - - 050
Phillott, Miss Constance - - - 050
Phillott, Miss Edith - - - 050
Pochin, H. D., Esq. - - - 5 0 0
Pochin, Mrs. - - - - 5 0 0
Ponsonby, Hon. Mrs. - - - 050
Porter, Miss - - - - 050
Poyser, Mrs. - - - 026
Pym, Mrs. Guy - - 1 1 0
Rayleigh, Clara, Lady - - - 1 0. 0
Reeves, Miss - - - 0 10 0
Reid, Miss - - - 026
Roberts, Sir Owen and Lady - - 220
Robertson, Miss - , - - ' 100
Robson, Miss H. - - - 0100
Rolleston, Miss - - - 010
Russell, T. W., Esq., M.P., and Mrs. - 0100
Ruth, Miss (2 years) - - - 200
Sales, Mrs. - ) - - 100
Sanderson, J. S., Esq. - 1 - I 1 0
Scholefield, Mrs. , -- - 1 1 o
Seakins, Mrs. - - - 050
Shaen, Mrs. - - - 1 x 0
Shaen, Miss - - - 1 1 0
Shedden, Mrs. E. C. - - - 0 2 6
Shedden, Mrs. R. - - - 026
Shurmer, Miss Ada ' - - 050
Sidgwick, Prof, and Mrs. Henry - - 220
Sieveking, Miss E. W. - - - 026
Singleton, Mrs. - - - 026
Smith, Mrs. Murray - - - 5 0 0
Smith, Mrs. F. P. - - - 050
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Smith, Miss M. Harris
Smith, Mrs. Macleod
Snoad, Mrs. Frank, Collected by

Miss E. M. Phillips
Mrs. De Rheims
Small sums

Spring-Rice, Mrs. S. -
„ Collected by

Spring-Rice, Miss A.
Spring-Rice, Hon. Mrs. F., Collected by
Stansfield, Miss
Sterling, Mrs.
Sterling, Miss 
Stopes, Mrs. 
Strange, Miss L. G. 
Streatfield, Mrs.
Tabor, Miss M. C.
Tacey, Miss )
Tacey, Miss Alice -
Tacey, Miss Anne )
Tatlock, Miss
Taylor, Mrs. Thomas
Thomas, Mrs. Charles
Thomas, Mrs. Elizabeth
Thorne, Mrs.
Toynbee, Miss
Tubbs, Mrs.
Turner, Mrs. J. W.
Twining, Miss Louisa
Venning, Miss Rosamond
Wainwright, Miss
Walker, Miss Abney-
Walker, Edward, Esq.
Walker, Miss Ethel
Walker, Mrs. Ingram
Ward, Miss F. B.
Waterman., Miss -
Wedgwood, Miss Julia
Wellesley, Mrs. Gerald
Welsh, Miss
Westlake, John, Esq., Q.C.
Westlake, Mrs. - - ,
Wilkinson, Miss F. R.
Wilkinson, Miss L. M.
Wodehouse, Mrs. E. H.
Wolmer, The Lady Maud
Wordale, Rev. J. - -
Zimmermann, Miss Agnes -
Various small sums
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Agg Gardner, J. T., Esq., M.P. 
Collings, Jesse, Esq., M.P, 
Cotton-Jodrell, Col., M.P.
Courtney, the Rt. Hon.

M.P.

Johnston, Wm., Esq., M.P. 
Kenyon, Hon. Geo., M.P. 
Lafone, Alfred, Esq., M.P.

Leonard, Laurie, Col., M.P.

Dimsdale, Baron, M.P.
Dunsany, Lord, M.P.
Edwards-Heathcote, Capt., M.P.

Lethbridge, Sir Roper, M.P. 
Maclure, J. W., Esq., M.P. 
Manfield, M.P., Esq., M.P.
McLagan, Peter, Esq., M.P.

FitzGerald, R. U. Penrose, Esq., McLaren, Walter, Esq., M.P. M.P. - . -------------------- .
Fitzwygram, Lt-Gen. Sir F., M.P.
Fowler, Sir R. N., Bt., M.P.
Fry, Lewis, Esq., M.P.
Hanbury-Tracy, Hon. F. S., M.P.
Hughes, Edwin, Esq., M.P.

Puleston, Sir J. H., M.P. 
Rollit, Sir A. K., M.P. 
Round, James, Esq., M.P. 
Russell, T. W., Esq., M.P. 
Temple, Sir Richard, Bt., M.P. 
Wright, H. Smith, Esq., M.P.
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Mrs. Jeffcock
Mrs. Frank Hill 
Mr. Michael Cook 
Miss Lucy Bird 
Mrs. Tapson

o 
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0
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o
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0

Abbott, Rev. Edwin A., D.D. 
Adamson, Professor 
Andrews, Miss Gertrude 
Anderson, Mrs. Garrett, M.D. 
Anstruther, Louisa Lady 
Ashford, Mrs. (Birmingham) 
Atkinson, Miss (Manchester) 
Babb, Miss C. E.
Baker, Miss G.
Balfour, Eustace, Esq.
Balfour, The Lady Frances 
Barnett, Mrs. S.A.
Beddoe, John, Esq., M.D., F.R.S. 
Beddoe, Mrs. (Clifton) 
Bell, Miss Elizabeth
Bell, Miss A. E.
Bigg, Miss Louisa (Luton) 
Biggs, Miss Ashurst 
Blackburn, Miss Helen 
Bostock, Miss
Boucherett, Miss (Willingham) 
Boucherett, Miss Jessie
Bowring, Lady (Exeter)

Cobbe, Miss F. Power 
Colborne, The Hon. Mrs. 
Colville, Col.
Cooper, Miss Laura 
Cotton-Jodrell, Mrs.
Courtauld, Geo., Esq.
Courtenay, Miss
Crook, Mrs. (Bolton)
Cross, Mrs. Joseph (Bolton) 
Darwin, Mrs. Francis 
Davenport-Hill, Miss 
Davenport-Hill, Miss F.
Davies, Rev. Llewelyn
Davies, Miss Emily
Donkin, Miss
Drew, Miss Catherine
Dunbar, Dr. Eliza W. (Bristol)
Dunn, T. W., Esq., M.A. (Bath Coll).
Eastwick-Field, Mrs.
Eccles, Miss
Edwards, Miss Amelia B.
Egerton, Hon. Lady Grey

J ) Eiloart, Mrs.
Brodie-Hall, Miss L. W. (East- Ellaby, Miss, M.D. 

bourne)
Buchan, Dowager Countess of 
Burrough, Mrs. (Eaton Bishop) 
Byers, Mrs. (Belfast) 
Chamberlain, V. I., Esq. 
Chamberlain, Mrs. V. I.
Champneys, Basil, Esq. 
Clark, Mrs. Benjamin
Clough, Miss A. J, (Newnham 

College)

Ellis, Miss
Ewart, Lady
Fawcett, Mrs. Henry
FitzGerald, Mrs Penrose
FitzGerald, Miss Geraldine

Penrose
FitzGerald, Miss (Valencia

Island)
FitzGerald, Mrs. Robert (Tralee)
Fletcher, J. S., Esq.
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Ford, Mrs. Rawlinson (Leeds) 
Ford, Miss Isabella O.
Forsyth, W., Esq., Q.C. 
Forsyth, Miss Ethel 
Garrett, Miss Agnes 
Green, Rev. Charles (Beckenham) 
Grimshaw, —rs. (Goldington

Grange) 
Gurney, Miss Mary 
Goldsmid, Louisa, Lady 
Hallett, Mrs. Ashworth. 
Hallett, T. G. P., Esq. 
Hamilton, Mrs. (Bray, Dublin) 
Hamilton, Miss Marv 
Hankey, Mrs. H. Asi 
Harberton, Viscount.
Harberton, Viscountess 
Harcourt, A. Vernon, Esq. (Oxon) 
Hare, Miss Mary H.
Haslam, Mrs. (Dublin) 
Heath, Mrs. W. Bayly 
Herringham, Mrs. Wilmot 
Higgins, Mrs. Napier 
Hill, Frederic, Esq.
Hill, Mrs. Frank 
Hodgson, Mrs. C. H. 
Holland, Mrs. Charles 
Hunter, R., Esq. 
Hunter, Mrs. R.
James, Captain 
Jex Blake, Dr. Sophia 
Johnson, Miss Lucy 
Jones, Rev. Harry.
Jones, Miss H. M. (Notting Hill

High School) 
Kensington, Miss 
Kinnear, J. Boyd, Esq. 
Kinnear, Mrs. J. Boyd 
Knightley, Lady 
Lambert, Rev. Brooke 
Lecky, Mrs. W. E. H. 
Lethbridge, Lady 
Lister, Miss Emma (Hampstead) 
Lynd, The Rev. R. I., D. D.

(Moderator, Irish Presb.Churc 
McLaren, Mrs. Eva 
Manning, Miss E. Adelaide 
Marshall, Mrs. Mary, M.D. 
Marshall, Mrs. Emma 
Marshall, Mrs. John (Derwent

Island)
Marshall, Mrs. Stephen (Amble

side)
Meath, The Countess of 
Mele Barese, Princess

Mordan, Miss 
Mylne, Mrs.
Muller, E. B. Ivan, Esq., Manchester
Mylne, Mrs. Eltham
Newman, Prof. F. W.
Oliver R., Esq.
Oliver, Mrs.
Parry, Lady Maude
Percival; Rev. J., D.'D. (Rugby)
Passmore-Edwards, J., Esq.
Pereira, The Hon. Mrs.
Portsmouth, the Countess of 
Prideaux, Miss S.
Pym, Guy, Esq.
Rayleigh, Clara, Lady
Reeves, Miss
Reeves, Miss (Tramore)
Ridley, Miss
Roberts, Sir Owen, P'.S.A.
Roberts, Lady
Roberts, Miss Dorothea 
Robertson, Miss 
Russell, Mrs. T. W.
Sanderson, J. S., Esq., (Chislehurst)
Sawyer, Lady 
Scholefield, Mrs.
Severne, Mrs. (Shrewsbury) 
Shaen, Mrs.
Sidgwick, Prof. Henry, D.Litt.
Sidgwick, Mrs. Henry
Spring Rice, Mrs. Stephen
Still, Major-Gen. (Clifton)
Sturge, Miss Emily (Bristol) 
Sturge, Miss M. C.
Sterling, Mrs.
Stone, Miss
Swanwick, Miss Anna 
Tabor, Miss M. C.
Taylor, Mrs. (Chipchase Castle) 
Taylor, Mrs. Thos.
Tay lour, Miss Janet
Thomas, Mrs. Charles (Bristol) 
Thorne, Mrs. (Lewes) 
Tod, Miss (Belfast) 

h) Toynbee, Miss
Turner, Mrs. Hugh Thackeray 
Twining, Miss Louisa
Vernon, Miss
Vincent, Maria, Lady 
Ward, Mrs. E. M. 
Wedgwood, Miss Julia 
Welsh, Miss (Girton College) 
Wilkinson, Miss 
Wilkinson, Miss L. M.
Wilks, Mark, Esq.

NATIONAL SOCIETY FOR WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE.
Central Committee.

The object of the Society is to obtain the Parliamentary Franchise 
for Women on the same conditions as it is, or may be granted to 
men.

The Society seeks to achieve this object—*
i. By acting as a centre for the collection and diffusion of 

information with regard to the progress of the movement 
in all parts of the country.

2. By holding Public Meetings in support of the repeal of the 
Electoral Disabilities of women.

3. By the publication of Pamphlets, Leaflets, and other 
Literature bearing upon the question.

RULES.

Passed at the General Meeting of the Central Committee 

and Subscribers to its Funds, held July 17TH, 1872.

1. The Central Committee shall consist of the 'present members 
and such others as the Executive Committee may, from time to time, 
elect.

2. The Executive Committee shall consist of members of the 
Central Committee, to be elected at the Annual General Meeting, 
and of single delegates, the same being members of Local Committees, 
appointed by Local Associations to represent them ; the Executive 
Committee having power to add to the Central Committee, and to its own 
number, and to appoint the Officers.

3. A subscription of any amount constitutes membership of the 
National Society.

4. A General Meeting of the Central Committee shall be held once 
a year to appoint the Executive Committee, to receive the Annual 
Report and the Financial Statement and to transact any other business 
which may arise.

5. The Executive Committee shall, at its first meeting, appoint the 
Officers.

6. A Special General Meetingmay be called by the Executive 
Committee at any time ; or, at the written request of not less than 
twenty-five members of the Central Committee 'the Secretary or 
Secretaries shall call a Special General Meeting to discuss such matters 
only as are mentioned in the notice of such meeting.

7. Eight days’ public notice shall be given of all General Meetings.
8. The above rules shall not be altered except at a General Meeting’ 

after fourteen days’ notice of the proposed alteration given to the 
Executive Committee.



NATIONAL SOCIETY FOR WOMEN’S 
SUFFRAGE.

PUBLICATIONS ISSUED BY THE CENTRAL

COMMITTEE.
OCCASIONAL PAPER,

Issued by the Central Committee, 10, Great College Street, 
Westminster.

Memorial to the Marquis of Salisbury and the Rt. Hon. W. H., 
Smith. Price id.

Occasional Paper issued June 1st, 1891.
Contents—Notes of the Session, Debate in the House of 
Commons onSir Henry James’ Amendment, Division List, 
Opinions of the Press, &c. Price id.

Resolutions passed by Representative Electoral Bodies. 
Leaflet is. 6d. per 100

Declaration in Favour of Women’s Suffrage, being a 
complete list of the signatures received at 10, Great College 
Street/Westminster. Price 2d.

Opinions of Conservative Leaders. Leaflet is. 6d. per 100.

Women’s Suffrage. Reasons for supporting the Extension of 
the Franchise, is. per 100.

CONTENTS. page 

Current Notes . . ... . . . ..3
Parliamentary INTELLIGENCE (Text of the Bill) . . .6

Statistics of Women Voters . . . . . .7 
Recent Meetings . .. . \ . 7 
Women’s Suffrage IN New Zealand and South Australia . 14

25th March, 1892.

Zondon:
PRINTED BY VACHER & SONS, WESTMINSTER.



EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. OCCASIONAL PAPER,
23th March, 1892.

Professor Adamson.
Miss Gertrude Andrews.
Mrs. Ashford.
Miss Baker.
The Lady Frances Balfour.
Miss Helen Blackburn.
Miss Jessie BOUCHERETT.

Miss Frances Power Cobbe.
Colonel Cotton- JODRELL, M.P.
Miss Courtenay.
The Right Hon. Leonard 

Courtney, M.P.
Miss Emily Davies, 
Captain Edwards-Heathcote, 

M.P.

Mrs. Henry Fawcett.
Louisa Lady GOLDSMID.
Mrs. Ashworth Hallett.
Mrs. Haslam.
Miss Lucy Johnson.
Miss MORDAN.

Mrs. E. J. MYLNE.

Clara Lady Rayleigh.
T. W. Russell, Esq., M.P.
Mrs. Stephen Spring-Rice.
Mrs. STERLING.

Miss M. C. Sturge.
Miss Tod.

I Miss Vernon.

And Delegates of Associated Societies.

Hon. Treasurer-—Miss Vernon.

Hon. Secretary—Mrs. Fawcett.

Cubrent Notes.
With the introduction of a new Bill (the text 

of which has just been printed), the Executive Com
mittee desire to place a brief statement of the present 
position and prospects of the Women’s Suffrage 
question before their members and friends.

The announcement appeared early in January, 
that Sir Algernon Borthwick, Bart., M.P., had con- 
sen ted to bring in a Bill this Session for the extension 
of the Parliamentary franchise to women. The effect 
of the Bill would be to enfranchise those women who 
already vote in County Council, School Board, Town 
Council, and Board of Guardians elections.

This announcement caused a great increase of 
hope that some definite step might be achieved in the 
Session of 1892.

Secretary—Miss Blackburn.

Bankers—-LONDON AND COUNTY Bank— HOLBORN Branch, New 
Oxford Street.

Office—10, Great College Street, WESTMINSTER, London, S.W.

On the first day of the Session the Parliamentary 
Committee, consisting of Members of Parliament 
supporters of Women's Suffrage, hield a meeting in 
one of the Committee rooms of the House of Com
mons, to consider the best steps for promoting the 
Bill for the Enfranchisement of Women. The 
Members present were Mr. Woodall (in the chair), 
Sir Algernon Borthwick, Baron Dimsdale, Mr. Lewis



Fry, Mr. Penrose FitzGerald, Mr. Haldane, Mr. W. 
Johnston, Mr. M’Laren, Mr. Byron Reed, Mr. T. W. 
Russell, Mr. Ernest Spencer, Mr. A. Williams, Viscount 
Wolmer.

It was resolved to support Sir Algernon Borthwick 
in introducing his Bill, and agreed that a number of 
Members should ballot for a day for the second 
reading.

In the subsequent ballot, the best place was drawn 
by Sir Albert Rollit, who stood eleventh on the list. 
Sir Albert Rollit has secured Wednesday, April 27th, 
for the second reading of the Bill, which stands first 
on the orders of the day, and is backed by Sir Algernon 
Borthwick, Viscount Wolmer, Mr. Walter M’Laren, 
Mr. Penrose FitzGerald, Mr. T. D. Sullivan, Mr. 
T. W. Russell, Mr. Burt, and Mr. Ernest Spencer.

Mr. Walter M’LAREN obtained the next place, and 
has also set down a Bill for second reading on May 
18th, which is backed by Sir Algernon Borthwick, 
Sir Wilfrid Lawson, Mr. T. D. Sullivan, Sir Edward 
Watkin, Baron Dimsdale, Dr. Cameron, Sir Albert 
Rollit, Mr. Lewis Fry, Mr. Webb, Mr. Byron Reed, 
and Mr. Maclure.

Thebe are thus two Bills before the House; one 
introduced by a Conservative, the other by a Liberal, 
and each backed by Members of all parties. The text 
of Sir Albert Rollit’s Bill will be found below.

At a Special Meeting of the Executive Committee, 
held at 10, Great College Street, Westminster, on

February 11th, it was resolved:—•" That this Com- 
mittee rejoices to hear that a favourable day has been 
secured for the second reading of the Bill for extend- 
ing the Parliamentary Franchise to Women. They 
will do their utmost to further the Bill introduced 
under the auspices of Sir Albert Rollit and Sir 
Algernon Borthwick, and they cordially thank all 
those Members who took part in the ballot.”

The effect of the Bill thus brought forward by 
Sir Albert Rollit will be to place on the Parliamentary 
register all those women who now vote in the various 
local elections. It will thus enfranchise those women 
who are already accustomed to voting, and whose 
numbers can be accurately ascertained.

The Committee desire to remind their members 
and friends that the most valuable help that can be 
rendered to the movement between the present time 
and the date for the second reading, is to bring the 
question before the consideration of Members, either by 
means of letters or petitions, or by questions at 
meetings, or in conversation. They also would urge 
the value of keeping the subject before the attention of 
candidates, especially those candidates who seek for the 
help of women in canvassing and other political work 
preparatory to the General Election, yet would ignore 
their claim to the instrument by which, the most 
effective political aid can be given, the quiet and 
silent instrument of the vote.
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Text of the Women’s Franchise Bill.

[55 VICT.] Parliamentary Franchise (Extension to 
Women).

BILL
TO

a.d. 1892. Extend the Parliamentary Franchise to Women.

BE it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent 
Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of 

the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in 
this present Parliament assembled, and by the authority 
of the same, as follows :

• Shozt 1. This Act may be cited as the Parliamentary 
Franchise (Women) Act, 1892.

Extension 2. Every woman who—or parlia- "
mentary (1) In Great Britain is registered or entitled to be 

registered as an elector for any town council or 
county council; or

(2) In Ireland is a ratepayer entitled to vote at an 
election for guardians of the poor; 

shall be entitled to be registered as a parliamentary 
elector, and when registered to vote at any parlia- 
mentary election for the county, borough, or division 
wherein the qualifying property is situate.

(Prepared and brought in by Sir Albert Rollit, Sir A. Borth- 
wick, Viscount Woimer, Air. W. M‘Laren, Air. Penrose 
Fitzgerald, Air. T. D. Sullivan, Air. T. W. Russell, 
Mr. Burt and Air. Ernest Spencer J

. Notice of opposition, that the Bill be read this day 
six months, has been given by Mr. Samuel Smith, by 
Mr. John Kelly, and by Mr. Radcliffe Cooke.

STATISTICS OF WOMEN VOTERS.

The following table shews the number of women on the 
registers for the election of Town and County Councillors :—

England 7 
Wales J 
Scotland

Town.

243,448
34,678

County.
/ 412,340
1 29,414

61,445

Total . 298126 503,199

The above voters consist of occupiers in either borough or 
county divisions, who are entered on the rate books as having 
paid their rates, and who have occupied a house, shop, warehouse 
or other tenement in the parish for twelve months previous to 
July 15th, 1891.

Note.—Occupier’s of flats and joint occupiers are included in 
the above, also occupiers of part of a house, when occupied 
separately for carrying on any trade, profession or 
business.

For instance, a house might be occupied by a shopkeeper on 
the ground floor, a milliner on the first floor, and a photo
grapher on the upper floors, each, carrying on a quite 
separate business, and if the landlord were not resident 
on the premises each could be registered as a voter.

Owners or tenants of land of a clear yearly value of £10. 
Joint owners can vote when the value is sufficient, if divided, 
to give £10 to each. For instance, three sisters owning land or 
houses of the rental of £30 can each be registered as a voter.

There are no returns available by which to calculate the 
number of women ratepayers in Ireland. It is however probable 
that it would be somewhat less than in Scotland.

RECENT MEETINGS.

Several meetings have taken place since the opening of 
Parliament, the most important being those held in Birmingham, 
in Prince’s Hall, Piccadilly, and in Bristol.

Birmingham.

A meeting was held in the Masonic Hall, New Street, on



February 23rd, under the auspices of the Birmingham Society for 
Women’s Suffrage, in support of the Women’s Suffrage Bill now 
before Parliament. Mrs. Ashford presided ; and among those 
present were Lady Sawyer, Lady Foster, Mrs. R. W. Dale, Mrs. 
A. C. Osler, Mrs. J. K. Reid, Mrs; Arthur Dixon, Mrs. W. H. 
Ryland, Mrs. Sonnenschein, Mrs. Barrow, Mrs. C. E. Mathews, 
Mrs. Fellowes, Mrs. Farrow, Mrs. Fred. Impey, Mrs. E. L. Tyndall, 
Mrs. G. C. Elkington, Mrs. C. D. Sturge, Mrs. C. Dixon, &c. 
Apologies for absence were announced from the Marchioness of 
Hertford, the Dowager Countess of Aylesford, the Countess of 
Aylesford, Lady Knightley, Mrs. C. Mallet, Mrs. H. G. Reid, Mrs. 
H. Chamberlain, Dr. and Mrs. Crosskey, &c. The President, at 
the commencement of the proceedings, proposed a vote of con
dolence with the Prince and Princess of Wales, the Queen, and the 

• Royal Family in the loss they had sustained by the death, of the 
Duke of Clarence. Lady Foster seconded the resolution which 
was carried in silence.—The President said that every lady present 
had been invited to attend that meeting, because it was known 
that she took an interest in the social problems of the day. A 
large majority of them, no doubt, had worked in some of the 
various elections in the city and neighbourhood, sometimes side by 
side, and sometimes on opposite sides. At the conclusion of her 
speech she proposed, " That this meeting heartily approves and 
supports the Women’s Suffrage Bill introduced into the House of 
Commons by Sir A. Rollit, for the second reading of which he has 
secured the first place on April 27th, and calls upon those present 
to unite in urging on their various political associations the desira
bility of supporting this measure of justice to women.” Mrs. C. E. 
Mathews seconded the resolution, which was supported by Mrs. 
Sheldon Amos and Mrs. Fawcett, who remarked that it was very 
natural that those who had been called upon in some measure 
to take up active political work should feel keenly the absurdity 
of their present position, and they also felt keenly the absur
dity of the position of the men who asked them to do various 
kinds of hard and rough work connected with the conduct of an 
election, yet said in effect were not fit to quietly enter a polling 
booth and vote. All sides invited them to work for them, speak 
for them, do hard rough work for them, and help to find the money 
to conduct the political fights, but neither party as a party had yet 
thought fit to take up the question of the enfranchisement of 
women. The result was that platform-women had their full share, 
perhaps, of political power; but the quiet and typical domestic 
women, to whom an appearance on the platform was distasteful, 
and who felt that they could not take up active political life, were 
entirely excluded from any influence, in political affairs. Lady 
Sawyer and Mrs. A. Osler supported the resolution, which was 
carried.

London.

A large meeting in support of the extension of the Parlia- 
mentary franchise to women was held in Prince’s Hall, Piccadilly, 
on February 26th, under the auspices of the Central National 
Society for Women’s Suffrage, 29, Parliament Street. A full 
report of this meeting appeared in the Women's Herald. The 
following is the speech of the Right Hon. Leonard Courtney, M.P., 
who presided.

Mr. Courtney said the friends of Women’s Suffrage stood that 
day in a position upon which they might congratulate themselves 
(cheers). They had a good position from the Parliamentary point 
of view. They had been for several sessions now somewhat un
lucky. The wisdom of Parliament was not always shown in its 
own procedure, and it was certainly a remarkable fact that the 
question what subjects it should take up and discuss, and what 
persons it should hear, should, for half of its sittings—those 
specially which are given over for the benefit of private members 
—be determined by pure chance. Luck and not selection rule the 
House. There might be some subject that a very large section, 
even a majority of the House of Commons, would wish to dismiss; 
but if the persons who have put their names in the lucky box for 
the discussion of that question, do not get their names drawn in 
the first select few, all chance of discussion is gone. But now the 
wheel of fortune seemed to have turned, and two good places had 
been secured by two good friends of the cause, Mr. Walter McLaren 
(cheers) whom we saw there that night, and Sir Albert Rollit 
(cheers) whom he had the pleasure of seeing in the House of 
Commons just before he left, and who charged him to convey his 
regret that he was not able to come here. He did not think the 
malice of enemies could well take away both those days, and. he 
thought the difficulty of taking away both would probably prevent 
all intrigues to take away either. It was, no doubt, true, that in 
one sense the Parliamentary future is doubtful. The lives of its 
members were numbered. The " blind Fury with the abhorred 
shears ” might at any moment intervene and cut through the thin 
span of life. But even, he ventured to believe, the possibility of a 
Dissolution might be lost sight of when they looked to the days 
they had secured. The probability was great that they would be 
able to bring on the question; that they would get a good vote of 
the House of Commons upon it, and. he was not without hopes that 
action would be carried farther, and that before that event happens, 
something may be done to secure to women votes in the approach
ing crisis. (Cheers.)

Though they had been thus unfortunate in trying the chances 
of Parliament during the last two or three years, there were 
compensating circumstances which cannot be overlooked. Those 
years had not been unfruitful. They had been remarkable 
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in a very extraordinary degree by the increase of the political 
activity of women. (Cheers.) Even before the present Parlia
ment began, women had votes in the election of Town Coun- 
cillors. They had votes in the election of School Boards; they 
had votes in the election of Boards of Guardians, and they might 
even sit upon School Boards and Boards of Guardians. Well, it 
was a pretty strong thing to say that women were qualified to vote 
in all these elections, but were not qualified to vote for Members 
of Parliament. It was an obvious remark that Members of Parlia
ment had some interest in the last vote, and perhaps the gaiety of 
heart with which they enfranchised women in respect of other 
elections deserted them a little when their own particular prospects 
were involved. (Laughter, and hear, hear.) He never could see 
any reasonable defence of the anomaly; but so it stood at the 
commencement of this Parliament. They had added to that line 
of argument by giving women votes for County Councils, and in 
the Bill now before Parliament, giving County Councils to Ireland, 
the same principle was involved. But they had done much more. 
There was now no section of political life which had not enlisted 
the active co-operation of women. All had asked for their work; 
all had asked for their help; all had enlisted their zeal. The 
Primrose League was the first in the field, and dated before the 
present Parliament. But they had now Women’s Liberal Associa
tions and Women's Liberal Unionist Associations (cheers), and 
whenever there was an election, entreaties came faster and faster 
to the organisers of those associations to " Send the ladies down " 
to the district or districts where the elections are taking place, to 
aid. in educating the voters and in bringing them to the poll. Now 
what does this amount to ? It might not have been done with, the 
hearty good will of every politician of every party, but it amounted 
to a confession by the leaders of each political party, that women 
are able at least to form an opinion upon political questions. They 
are able to do more. So excellent is their judgment that they may 
be trusted to guide others in the formation of their opinions 
(cheers), and they had now the singular spectacle, on the part of 
some politicians, of asserting that women may be trusted to 
instruct others how to vote; but they are not to be trusted to 
instruct themselves. Now, had they ever heard of such a contra- 
diction as that ? Generally those who teach are most expert in 
practising what they teach. Could they imagine a person teaching 
swimming who did not know how to swim, or teaching the rudi
ments of horsemanship who was entirely ignorant of riding ? But 
here are the women sought for, and women’s meetings held, and 
women appealed to, to " come here,” and " send there; ” " give us 
your literature,” “give us your arguments,” “give us your can
vassers.” But there the matter stopped. They could not add 
“give us your votes,”

He believed it would be impossible to withstand the argu
ment afforded by the experience of recent years, and now that 
all parties were indebted to the political co-operation of women, 
there was no ground for denying them participation in electoral 
rights. (Hear, hear.) There was only one suggestion, he thought, 
which could be raised; and that suggestion was sometimes, but 
rarely, avowed. Generally, it was almost indignantly disavowed. 
There was a feeling, no doubt, on the part of some persons, that if 
women had votes, those votes would be exercised against the party 
to which they belong. Well, if there were persons who held this 
opinion—and he knew, privately, at least, that there were a few— 
it was held privately by most, because it was an opinion people 
were ashamed to confess. (Hear, hear.) That women capable of 
voting, qualified to vote, having all the interests involved in a 
political crisis at heart, and being concerned in all questions of 
national welfare, should be denied their vote because it was 
thought the opinion of the majority of them might be adverse to 
this or that political party, was a doctrine too shameful to be 
openly avowed, and he hoped too cynical to be secretly acted upon. 
(Loud cheers). But to reason with such persons on their own 
ground, he ventured to express the opinion that they were entirely 
deluded in their opinions. There was no reason for supposing, as 
between political parties, that the action of women would prevail 
more in favour of one than the other. They had seen something 
of it in municipal elections. They had seen more of it in School 
Board elections. In the questions which are dearest to women, 
he believed it was impossible for the keenest of party managers to 
say on which side the majority of women’s votes are cast in the 
matter of those elections, and he did not believe that any person 
could speak with any confidence of the future as to the way women 
would vote with the majority,—Conservatives, or Liberals, or 
Nationalists, or Liberal Unionists, or in any other connection. 
Women were divided in their political opinions as men are. The 
one thing in which he thought they would be united, and with 
which they had in the past united, was something quite inde- 
pendent of party; a determination on their part to secure men of 
probity, of integrity, and of honour (cheers), to whatever political 
party they might belong. It was in the influence of the character 
of Parliamentary candidates and of Parliamentary representatives, 
that he believed the influence of women would tell; and he hailed, 
and was sure they would all hail, that influence if it was so 
exercised. (Cheers.) The reflex action upon women themselves lie 
would not enter upon. It was a matter which to him had always 
been the prime motive for advocating this enfranchisement of 
women. To give them the vote would do something to enlarge the 
range of their sympathies, to raise the level of their character, and 
they, in their turn, would do much to elevate and purify political 
life. (Cheers.)
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BRISTOL.

The annual meeting of the Bristol and West of England Society 
for Women’s Suffrage was held at the offices of the society, 69, Park 
street, on February 27th. There was a good attendance- The 
chair was taken by Mrs. Beddoe, who, in opening the meeting, said 
it seemed that the crisis for which they had been working and 
waiting was now close at hand ; it behoved them more than ever to 
put their shoulders to the wheel, and do their utmost to bring to 
the goal this measure which could no longer, at all events, be 
reproached as being a novelty (applause). In the ancient town to 
which she had now the honour of belonging, much interest was 
taken in the subject, as indeed there ought to be, for in the olden 
days it was not distrustful of women and of what are called their 
rights. History told them that for 500 years the affairs of Brad- 
ford-on-Avon were managed, and evidently very satisfactorily 
managed, by the Abbesses of Shaftesbury (hear hear.) Such a 
condition of things might well give courage to those timid politi
cians to whom the bare idea that at some unknown and remote 
period a woman might perchance sit in Parliament was such a 
bogie that they gave this as a reason for not doing the thing that 
was right and just; and within the last few days two debates had 
taken place in Parliament on matters of special interest to women. 
In one of these, a member, an opponent of women’s suffrage, though, 
a man they much respected, had carefully prepared statistics show
ing the attendance, in Liverpool and elsewhere, in Welsh Episcopal 
churches, also in Welsh Nonconformist churches. Now it would 
be different to what is usually the case if a majority of their 
worshippers were not women; yet Mr. Samuel. Smith is one of 
those who would have them believe that politics do not concern 
women. Then, referring to Air. Provand’s Shop Hours Regulation 
Bill, she remarked that: If every place of business had to be 
closed at an appointed hour, it might be necessary to return to the 
Curfew Bell. But the question that concerned them was the pro
posal to legislate for the labour’ of adult women without giving 
women any voice in the matter. Some years ago she had had a 
good deal to do with the opening of a dwelling for day workers. 
Women and girls of all branches of industry in that had inter
viewed her, but the one stipulation that all made was that there 
should be no interference between them and their employers. 
They said “you ladies mean kindly, but we best understand our 
own affairs."

After the annual report had been read by the Secretary, Miss 
Blackburn, and adopted, Mrs. Harle moved, and the Rev. A. C. 
Macpherson seconded:—" That this meeting has heard with great 
satisfaction that Sir Albert Rollit has secured the 27th April for 
the second reading of the Women’s Suffrage Bill, and earnestly 
trusts that the Bill may receive the support of the Government.”

This was supported by Mrs. Ashworth Hallett, who said 
that the Prime Minister and Mr. Balfour were both in favour of 
this measure. She reminded the meeting that the Conservative 
Associations throughout the country, as represented by the dele
gates at the great Conference at Birmingham, were practically 
unanimous in favour of the change. Mrs. Hallett went on to refer 
to Mr. Provand’s Bill for shortening the hours of labour of adult 
women in shops. Mr. Provand, in moving the second reading of 
his Bill, said it was " simply to bring women within the provisions 
of the Act,” and the Daily News, in its comments, expressed satis
faction that as only women were included " the vexed question of 
regulating men’s labour was not raised.” Following in the same 
line the Pall Mall remarked that " all that this Bill discussed is a 
provision bringing adult women within the scope of the law.” To 
read these statements people might suppose that to interfere with 
the bread-earning power of women was a matter of no consequence 
at all, and that to lessen their chances of employment was not a 
" vexed question ” at all. Everyone who had considered the sub
ject knew that the first result of such interference would be to drive 
women out of shops, replacing them by men, in London probably 
by foreigners. During the debate, members of Parliament said that 
they thought it absurd to defer such interference until women were 
enfranchised, seeing that such interference was for the benefit of 
women. But this was the whole vexed question. They had to 
determine whether such interference was or was not for the " benefit 
of women,” and she (Mrs. Hallett) contended that until women 
were constituents of members of Parliament, it was impossible to 
secure serious and earnest investigation of subjects relating to their 
interests. They owed, a debt of gratitude to the Home Secretary,. 
Lord Cranborne, and Mr. Balfour, for their valuable speeches on 
this question, which, speeches assured them that although the Bill 
had been permitted to pass a second reading, the clauses relating to 
adult women would have to be expunged. She concluded by 
urging that the friends of the Women’s Suffrage Bill should exert 
themselves to secure the support of members of Parliament when 
the division took place on April 27th.

Brief mention may also be made of other meetings, including 
one at Broadway Hall, Hammersmith, the Rev. Prebendary 
Snowden in the chair ; land in the Town Hall, Bradford-bn-Avon, 
Canon the Hon. Sidney Meade in the chair. These were both 
addressed by Mrs. Fawcett, as also one at Southend-on-Sea Manor 
Rasch, M.P., in the chair. ’ J

A numerously attended drawing room meeting was held, by 
kind invitation of Captain and Mrs. James, at Lexham Gardens ; 
and meetings of a similar character have been held in Porchester 
Terrace and at Wandsworth, by invitation of Miss Bell and Mrs 
Shillington.
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COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE.

New Zealand.

On August 24th Sir John Hall moved the second reading of 
his Women’s Suffrage Bill, which provides that " In all purposes 
connected with and having reference to the right of voting in the 
election of the House of Representatives laws and Acts providing 
for the representation of the people importing the masculine gender 
shall include women." He concluded a forcible speech by saying 
that the principle had been affirmed in that House in 1880. It 
was again affirmed during the Premiership of Sir Robert Stoat, on 
the motion of Sir Julius Vogel. In 1890 again there had been 
a lai’ge majority. On many occasions the principle had been 
affirmed, but they had been doomed to disappointment when it 
came to the practical application. He believed they were now 
near the end of their disappointment.

Mr. Pinkerton seconded the motion, which was opposed by 
Mr. Fish at great length, and a prolonged debate ensued, at the 
close of which the second reading was carried by 32 to 8 — majority 
in favour 25. There were 12 pairs.

The Bill then went into Committee on September 3rd, when 
Mr. Cairncross moved the addition of the following clause :—" Every 
woman registered as an elector shall be qualified to be elected a 
member of the House of Representatives for any electoreal 
district.” This was carried by 30 to 24. ■ The division was a curious 
one, seven of the eight member's who had formed the minority against 
the second reading voting in favour of the new clause, and fifteen of 
those who had voted for the second reading voting against the 
addition. This is of itself sufficient to shew that the new clause 
was added with sinister intent; but if there were any doubt on the 
subject that is removed by the admission of Mr. Cairncross him
self, in the subsequent proceedings of the Committee, that, 
" Although he had proposed the new clause which had just been 
inserted in the Bill, he intended, should there be a division, to go 
into the lobby against the third reading of the measure. He might 
be told this was an inconsistent vote. Probably it was ; but he 
admitted his intention was to render the Bill still more distasteful 
to the country than it already was.” The Bill was then read a 
third time without a division.

On September 9th it was introduced in the Legislative Council 
by Mr. Fulton, and after an adjourned debate on the following 
day was thrown out—the " ayes ” being 15, " noes ” 17; majority 
against, 2. It is noticeable that the two Maori members of the 
Legislative Council both voted against the Bill.

South Australia.
The Hon. J. Warren, on July 22nd, moved the second reading 

of the Constitution Act Amendment Bill, for placing women in the 
same position as men in the matter of voting for the Legislative 
Council. He pointed out that the Bill had passed in the Assembly- 
in 1890, and also in the Council, and would have become law had 
it not been that some of the members of the Legislative Council 
were unavoidably absent on account of illness and other causes. 
He believed a large majority of the Council were in favour of the 
measure, which would place women possessed of property exactly 
on the same footing as men with a similar qualification.

The debate on the Bill was adjourned to 29th July, and again 
to August 5th, 12th and 26th, when the second reading was 
carried by 14 to 3. On September 2nd it went into Committee, 
when the Hon. W. Haslam moved to omit clauses 3, 4 and 5, and 
insert “In the Constitution Act and Electoral Act, 1879, and all 
other Acts amending the same respectively, the word man shall be 
taken to include woman, provided no woman shall be qualified or 
entitled to be elected as a member of either House of Parliament.”

This was carried by 12 to 8, two of the Noes of the previous 
division voting with the Ayes, and four of the previous Ayes 
(including the introducer of the Bill, the Hon. J. Warren) with 
the Noes.

The third reading was passed on September 16th, by 10 to 9, 
when the President declared that inasmuch as there was not an 
absolute majority of the Council, the Bill did not pass.
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MR. SAMUEL SMITH, M.P., ON WOMEN’S

SUFFRAGE.

Mr. Samuel Smith, M.P. for Flintshire, has given notice 
of his intention to move the rejection of Sir Albert Rollit’s 
Women’s Suffrage Bill, which is down for second reading on 
April 27th. It seems, therefore, not inopportune to consider 
some of the objections urged by Mr. Smith against women’s 
suffrage, which were printed and widely circulated among 
members of parliament and the public during last session.

It is obvious at the first glance that Mr. Samuel Smith’s 
criticisms do not apply to either of the Bills introduced by Sir 
Albert Rollit or Mr. McLaren, but to an entirely different 
measure which exists only in the clouds. Mr. Smith’s 
objections apply to a Bill which would have the effect of en
franchising eleven millions of women ; he recurs to the figures 
again and again : 11,000,000 women, he says, would be 
enfranchised, and we regret to notice that his experience of 
women leads him to believe that they would be animated by 
a practically unanimous desire to destroy the commerce, the 
credit, the empire and the greatness of England. Against 
this horde of 11,000,000 malignant women, he says that the 
fortress of the constitution would only be defended by 
10,000,000 men; and the inevitable consequence, in his 
opinion, would be that " the splendid fabric of centuries will 
totter to its fall ”. Trust women with the franchise, he says, 
in effect, and their first act will be one of matricide.

" This blessed plot, this earth, this realm, this England, 
This land of such dear souls, this dear, dear land, 
Dear for her reputation through the world”

is according to Mr. Samuel Smith worthily served by her 
sons, but would be hated and betrayed by her daughters. 
He says that our success as a nation is due to the “inherited 
instinct for government which centuries of freedom have de
veloped ” ; but he appears to believe that this « inherited 
instinct ” is strictly tied up in tail male. He does not, how
ever, explain why he thinks women would be insensible to the 
claims of patriotism, for he claims for women superiority in 
matters where heart and the power of affection enter, and 
also says that " woman has a finer and more highly strung
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constitution than man”. Now patriotism is very much a 
matter of the heart, and of susceptibility to the emotion of 
gratitude and the sense of indebtedness to what others have 
wrought for us. It is therefore to be expected that if women 
are really more developed on the side of the affections, and if 
they really have finer and more highly strung constitutions, 
they would be more susceptible to love of country, and more 
keenly sensitive in regard to those actions which might prove 
either injurious or beneficial to national interests.

The curious mixture in Mr. S. Smith’s mind of sentimental 
homage and practical contempt for, and distrust of, women, 
must not, however, lead us aside from combating the funda
mental error upon which the whole structure of his argument 
is founded. He assumes throughout that universal woman
hood suffrage is what is aimed at; and that every political 
disability of women will be swept away. Having made this 
fundamental (and false) assumption, he is able to conjure up 
at will his horrific pictures of the 11,000,000 women destroy
ing the constitution ; wives being brought up to vote against 
their husbands; wives and mothers neglecting their babies 
and their husbands’ suppers to attend clubs and political 
meetings; the physical health of unborn generations being 
destroyed by " febrile excitement” on politics on the part of 
mothers, and all the rest of it. It could hardly be believed, 
if it were not a patent fact, that all these things are said in 
criticism of a practical proposal which, if carried out, would 
enfranchise not 11,000,000 but less than 1,000,000 women, 
heads of households, ratepayers and property owners, who 
have already exercised, during some twenty-two years, all the 
various local franchises without producing any symptom, 
however infinitesimal, of the evils Mr. Smith so confidently 
predicts. It is true that Mr. Smith says that if once Par
liament enfranchises women householders, it must necessarily 
80 on to universal womanhood suffrage. But that is not for 
Mr. Smith nor any of us to decide ; the decision as to how far 
exactly future Parliaments will go in the direction of female 
enfranchisement is one for those Parliaments, or rather for 
the nation as then constituted, to determine. All that can 
be with certainty predicted is perhaps that Parliaments in 
the future, like Parliaments in the past, will be more in
fluenced by practical considerations than by any desire to 
attain exact logical consistency. That is really the strength 
of the women’s suffrage question at the present moment; we 
are not asking Parliament to give legislative expression to 
any theory or doctrine of equality between the sexes, but we 
ask Parliament to weigh the practical expediency of giving 
Parliamentary representation to a certain class of women who,

as heads of households and ratepayers, have already had ex- 
perience of voting in other elections, where much good and no 
harm whatever has resulted from including them in the lists 
of persons entitled to vote.

Mr. Smith confesses at the commencement of his letter that 
he was once in favour of extending the parliamentary suffrage 
to women householders, but that his opinion has changed for 
two reasons the first is that " the injustices from which 
women formerly suffered have been remedied ”, and the second 
is that if there is women s suffrage at all, it must be universal 
womanhood suffrage.

I have already attempted to show that the English Parlia
ment can stop just when it chooses to stop, or rather, just 
when the constituencies choose to stop, in the process of 
enfranchisement. The principle of popular election has 
existed in England for some six hundred years without as yet 
landing us in universal suffrage. Parliament does not, as a 
matter of fact, labour under the necessity of riding to death 
any principle which it sees fit to adopt. When Catholic 
emancipation was carried, certain exceptions were made. 
Three of the highest offices of State were reserved and cannot 
be held by Catholics. To some minds this may be illogical; 
but it commends itself to the judgment of the majority of 
Englishmen as a reasonable precaution, and the reservation 
will be maintained, logic or no logic, as long as the political 
safety of England appears to require it. In the same spirit, 
it may be confidently anticipated, Parliament will act in re
gard to the political emancipation of women ; it will enfran
chise the nine hundred thousand women householders and 
property owners without being bound therefore to go on and 
enfranchise the whole adult female population of England. 
In a country where for so many hundred years women 
have been allowed to reign but not to vote, no mere 
logical exigency will control the freedom of Parliament. 
It is true that most of the advocates of women’s suffrage hope 
and believe that additional experience of it may encourage 
future Parliaments to go further in the direction of enfran
chisement than this Parliament is asked to go ; but this hope 
and expectation is a very different thing from an assertion 
that future Parliaments will be bound to go on to universal 
womanhood suffrage, no matter what experience may teach 
us as to the effects of a more limited measure.

There is a very curious inconsistency in Mr. S. Smith’s 
position in regard to manhood suffrage. He says that he is 
opposed to it; that he wishes to prevent it; that he believes 
household suffrage to be a sounder basis for Government than 
manhood suffrage. Holding these views, it might be ex-



pected, especially from one who thinks legislation is controlled 
by logical necessity, that he would endeavour to strengthen 
household suffrage by making it a reality, and including as 
householders, whether men or women. If he did this and 
helped to secure the enfranchisement of women householders, 
he would then be in a position logically to use all those argu
ments based on the numerical majority of women in this 
country, which he now attempts to apply, although they 
are totally irrelevant, to the practical question raised by the 
Bills before the House.

Let us now glance at the other reason which Mr. Smith 
gives for changing his views on the question of women’s 
suffrage. “ Women,” he says, used to be " subject to some 
injustices, which men seemed unwilling to remedy”; but these 
injustices he apprehends, have been remedied one after 
another, therefore he thinks there is no reason to give women 
the protection of representation. Mr. Smith’s calm assump
tion that the legal injustices under which women labour have 
all been removed, is an instance of the fortitude with which 
one of the kindest of men is prepared to endure the misfor
tunes of others. It is hardly an exaggeration to say that 
there is scarcely an instance in which the supposed interests 
of men and women come into conflict in which the state of 
the law is not flagrantly unjust to women. The law in re
gard to the relation of parents to their children appears to 
have been framed in practical infidelity to the, Divine law 
which gives to every child two parents, a father and a mother. 
The man-made law regards this as more than enough, and it 
therefore endeavours, in a bungling way, to deprive each child of 
one of its natural protectors. Where the birth of a child is legiti
mate, that is where it brings nothing but happiness and credit 
with it, the sole parent, the sole fountain of authority in the 
eye of the law, is the father; but where the child is illegiti
mate, where the birth means disgrace and shame, the sole 
parent recognised by the law, except under special conditions 
which it is easy for the father to evade, is the mother. The 
inequality of the divorce law is well known and need not be 
expatiated on. The law in regard to the protection of children 
and women from criminal immorality is studded with pro
visions which seem framed with the express purpose of 
protecting the criminal and making his detection and punish
ment far more difficult than they ought to' be. The law for 
the protection of property (e.g., the protection of infants from 
money-lenders), is tenfold more stringent and more vigilantly 
executed than the. law for the protection of the persons of 
young girls and women from the pursuit of vicious men. The 
law at present deals most inadequately with persons who 

trade in vice. Parents who bring up their children to send 
them on the streets in order to live on the proceeds of their 
infamy, are well known in every town and in many villages. 
Little or no effectual attempt is made by our law-makers to 
restrain them. Husbands send their wives on the streets by 
actual personal violence or by threats of it, and are hardly 
touched by the law unless they happen to complicate their vil
lainy by mixing it with blackmailing oftheir male victims. Every 
man is a possible victim of blackmailing, and everything that 
law can do to stop it has, very properly, been done. What 
we wish to see is equal vigilance for the repression of offences 
of which every woman is a possible victim. The law in all 
cases deprives a divorced wife from access to her children, 
but a divorced husband is not invariably treated in the same 
way ; the heir to a ducal house was taken away a few years 
back from his innocent mother and made over to the charge 
of his guilty father, although it must have been obvious that 
the best hopes of moulding the child’s character for good were 
thereby seriously endangered.

Many cases might be mentioned in which English law 
is unjust to women or grossly inefficient. A leading 
member of the late government at Melbourne, writing the 
other day about his probable return to this country, concludes 
his letter by saying, " I shall try to keep my Victorian 
domicile for the sake of my daughters. I hope if they marry 
they will have good husbands, but if one of them is unlucky 
I should not like her to be under the tender mercies of the 
English law.’' And yet Mr. Smith flatters himself that all 
the injustices which he appears to have been aware of a short 
time ago have been removed, or are rapidly being removed 
by the action of Parliament.

With regard to avenues of remunerative employment, 
every woman of the professional classes who has to get her 
own living knows that every profession that can be closed to 
women is closed. The medical profession has been at last 
opened after years of conflict; but the opportunities for pro
fessional study in it are very much more restricted and 
hampered than they are in the case of men. The older 
universities admit women to their examinations, but rigidly 
exclude them from any kind of membership. The Vice- 
Chancellor’s certificate that women have passed tripos or 
other honour examinations gives them no status whatever in 
the university. Of course no university prizes or positions 
are open to them; they are permitted to use the museums 
and libraries of the universities only on sufferance, and they 
are liable at any moment to be turned out of them.

The way in which women of the industrial class are re-
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stricted in their choice of employments by the rules and politi
cal power of trades’ unions is well known. Hardly a session 
passes without new legislative restrictions on the labour of 
women. The efforts of trades’ unions are constantly being 
directed against women’s labour :—" Female labour is not at 
present a crying evil in our trade: it would be worse than 
folly to allow it to become so ”, is a passage from the report 
of one of the London Bookbinders’ Unions of 1891. This 
union succeeded in turning women out of the employment of 
gilding and marbling the edges of books in which they had 
been employed for many years. Among the working class 
the opinion is almost universal that it is justifiable to forbid by
law or forcibly prevent the labour of women wherever their 
labour comes into competition with that of men. A witness 
before the Labour Commission was describing a strike that 
had taken place against employing women in one of the Army 
Clothing factories in Ireland. Mr. Courtney asked the 
question : " Have not the women the privilege of living ? ” to 
which the witness replied, " They have the privilege of living 
as long as they do not interfere with the men ”.

What this witness was guileless enough to put into words 
is the spirit that animates nearly the whole of men’s trades’ 
unions. They exert themselves to keep women out of all 
except the most unskilled and worst paid trades: they com
bine to prevent the natural growth of industrial efficiency 
among women : and in so far as they are able to do this, they 
swell that great army of " fallen women ” whose ranks are so 
much recruited by industrial inefficiency and want of steady 
employment. The Rev. G. P. Merrick, late chaplain of 
Millbank, in an address recently published (Ward, Lock & Co.) 
made an analysis of the life-history of 16,022 " fallen 
women ” who had passed under his care; he speaks of 
“ want of industrial efficiency ” as being very prominent among 
the causes of a vicious life among women. He also says, " I 
am continually coming across cases where the street is 
resorted to only during the time when more reputable work 
fails. . . . When their trade revives they gladly forsake 
the streets.” Those engaged in rescue work constantly refer 
to the necessity for an increase of female industrial employ
ment, and to the difficulties presented by the low wages of 
women in ordinary industry.

It cannot for a moment be doubted that the possession of 
Parliamentary representation would immensely strengthen 
the position of women industrially. We have only to look at 
what the possession of the Parliamentary franchise has 
already done for the agricultural labourer, to be sure that if 
women had votes, all parties would be eager to prove their

9

zeal in remedying any legal, educational or industrial incapa- 
city from which they may suffer.

Mr. Smith in one passage of his letter appeals to the 
religious argument and to the authority of St. Paul. In this 
matter we appeal from Paul to a greater than Paul, to Christ. 
No words ever fell from His lips which were inconsistent with 

y that elevation of womanhood which is so marked a feature of 
/ practical Christianity. That women were among the last at 
| the cross, that they were the first at the tomb, that when all 

forsook Him and fled, they remained faithful; that our 
Saviour honoured them by specially addressing to them 
several of His most important conversations; that He pro
claimed, what the world has not yet accepted, that there is 
but one moral law for the man and the woman ; all these 
things afford indications that work for the uplifting of the 
lives of women from a position of subordination is in accord- 

A ance with the spirit of His teaching. With regard to St. 
Paul, we may remember this :—that if we take his teaching 

• about women with its context, it is obvious that he was 
expressing to the best of his capacity his judgment about the 
circumstances of his own time ; and he particularly and 
definitely asserts in more than one place that this is so. « I 
have no commandment of the Lord, yet I give my judgment.” 
Much therefore, of St. Paul’s teaching about the position of 
women and other social matters is not accepted by any 
Christian Church as a practical guide for conduct at the 
present time. St. Paul taught and believed that celibacy was 
a higher state than marriage, both for men and women; but 
I do not think that even in the Roman Catholic Church 
celibacy is recommended, except for the priesthood and for 
sisterhoods. St. Paul thought it unseemly for a woman to 
pray with her head uncovered; but I have never heard of 
any one regarding this as having any application at the 
present time, and the most devout Christian women attend 
and conduct family worship bareheaded, just as they braid 
their hair, wear gold, pearls and costly array on fitting 
occasions without any inward accusations of conscience in 
the matter. If we are now to be tied by the exact letter of 
St. Paul’s opinions on the social questions of his own time, 
we may expect Mr. Smith and those members of Parliament 
who agree with him to move, when the education estimates 
come on, to reduce the vote by the amount of the salaries of 
the women teachers, for St. Paul said, " I suffer not a woman 
to teach ”. It is no exaggeration to say that one who did so 
would be considered very near the confines which separate 
sanity from insanity. Then why in other social matters, 
must we not merely accept St. Paul’s words in their simple 



natural meaning as expressing his best judgment in the 
special circumstances of his own time, but twist them into 
something quite different, viz., into an argument for voting 
against the second reading of Sir Albert Rollit’s Bill for 
enabling women ratepayers to vote for members of Parlia
ment ?

I have already encroached too much on the limits of your 
space, but Mr. S. Smith makes such an astounding statement 
about women’s suffrage in Wyoming and in the British 
Colonies, that I must trespass a little further on the patience 
of your readers. He says, “ the idea ” of women’s suffrage “is 
scouted in these countries”. A women’s suffrage Bill was 
carried last autumn in New Zealand by large majorities in 
the Chamber of Representatives, and was only lost in the 
Upper House by the narrow majority of two. It is not a 
little instructive that two Maories voted in this majority, and 
.therefore it may be said that they turned the scale against 
women’s enfranchisement. Those long resident in the colony 
inform me that in their opinion women's suffrage is abso
lutely certain to become law there within a very few years. 
Women’s suffrage has been supported by a majority several 
times in the South Australian legislature, but the majorities 
'have not been sufficiently large, as an absolute majority of 
the whole House is required there for any law amending the 
constitution. In 1890, the women’s suffrage measure only 
failed at the third reading by one vote of this sufficient 
majority. In Victoria and New South Wales the promoters 
of women’s suffrage have more than once come very near 
success. It is supported in New South Wales by Sir Henry 
Parkes, probably the most influential of our colonial states
men. He embodied women’s suffrage as an integral part of 
his scheme for the confederation of the Australian colonies. 
And yet Mr. Samuel Smith boldly asserts that the idea of 
women’s suffrage is “scouted ” in the Australian colonies. One 
is tempted to imagine that, like Mr. Brooke in " Middlemarch ”, 
his pen runs away with him sometimes. Now for the scout
ing of women’s suffrage in Wyoming:—Mr. Smith quotes Mr. 
Bryce as having said in his book on the American Common
wealth that it was adopted there by accident, and is looked 
upon as a practical joke by the rest of the country. It is true 
that people who have had no practical experience of women’s 
suffrage are apt to regard it as a joke and to produce ancient 
Joe Millerisms in reference to it, such as that if women’s 
suffrage were restricted to women over forty, not a single woman 
would be found to claim it; but these very humorous com- 
ments do not generally survive practical experience of 
women’s suffrage. The people of Wyoming, having seen it at 

work for twenty-five years, take it quite seriously, and recently 
confirmed it (though they were told that their adhesion to it 
would imperil the success of their claim to be admitted as a 
State of the Union,) by a majority of 8 to 1.

Mr. Smith has lately taken a prominent part in favour of 
Church Disestablishment. I do not do him the injustice of 
supposing that in opposing women’s suffrage he is influenced by 
the impression that the majority of women would be against him 
on this question. As Mr. Courtney said the other day, such a 
reason for opposing a measure of enfranchisement is too 
shameful to be avowed, and, he hoped, too cynical to be 
secretly acted upon. The importance of the question of 
Church Disestablishment gives a fresh weight to the claim of 
women to enfranchisement. Whether we are for establish
ment or for disestablishment, surely this is a question in which 
women are as vitally interested as men, and have at least 
as great a claim to be heard. In his last speech to his con
stituents, my husband, himself a supporter of disestablishment, 
placed this issue plainly before them. " If the Church is to 
be disestablished”, he said, “the wishes of women on such a 
question are entitled to the fullest consideration ”. Mr. Glad
stone has said that to withhold the franchise from any section 
of the community on the ground that their political views 
may not be in accordance with our own is a " sin against first 
principles ”. I therefore earnestly hope no one will be guilty 
of this sin on the 27th April, but that all who believe that a 
case for the enfranchisement of women householders has been 
made out, will vote for Sir Albert Rollit’s Bill.

Millicent Garrett Fawcett.
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After an interval of six years there has once more 
been a debate and division in the House of Commons, on 
the merits of Women’s Suffrage. The advocates of the 
question have therefore the advantage of now knowing 
certainly whom they can reckon upon as friends, and 
whom they must class as opponents.

The opposition was on this occasion strenuous beyond 
all precedent. A whip was sent out by Mr. Labouchere, 
signed by ten Members on the Ministerialist side of the 
House and ten on the Opposition side, with names so 
widely divergent as those of Sir Michael Hicks-Beach, 
Mr. Carew, Lord Randolph Churchill, Sir W. Vernon 
Harcourt, Mr. Chamberlain, and Mr. Labouchere. More
over Mr. Gladstone threw the full force of his resistance 
against the measure by a letter addressed to Mr. Samuel 
Smith, and diligently circulated in the form of a pamphlet 
a few days before the debate.

Under these circumstances the supporters of the 
movement felt they went in with the chances doubly 
arrayed against them, Mr. Gladstone’s dictum being* in 
itself sufficient to decide any half-hearted supporters on 
the Opposition benches.

The narrow majority of 23, by which the motion was 
lost, came as a dismay to the opponents—who had
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counted, some on 60, some on 100,—and with a corres
ponding gratification to the supporters of the Bill.

Sir Ai bert ROLLIT introduced the Bill with a 
singularly powerful statement of the question as a whole, 
and a practical presentment of the special points which 
distinguished the present from previous Bills. The re- 
jection was moved by Mr. Samuel Smith in a long 
vaticinatory speech, and seconded by Colonel Barttelot in 
a speech infused with the sentimental temperature of a 
much earlier season. Mr. Woodall briefly and apprecia
tively seconded the Bill.

Prof. Bryce continued the debate, and strove to show 
the whole idea to be futile and void of any practical good.

Mr. Wyndham followed in favour of the Bill, and 
contended that in order to minimize the effect of the 
women’s vote it was necessary greatly to exaggerate the 
capacity of the ordinary male voter.

Mr. Asquith brought some freshness into the well- 
worn physical force argument, and dilated on the 
anomalies which the proposed measure would leave in our 
representative system.

Mr. Courtney continued on the lines of the Bill, 
throwing the onus of their own arguments for extending 
the franchise to men on the opponents of the present 
measure. Sir Henry James again took up his old style of 
argument, his being in truth the only speech which 
recalled the lower tone of the debates of the early years 
of the agitation.

The division hour was now close at hand; however, 
the Right Hon. A. J. Balfour found time, with a few 
masterly strokes, to depict the utter inconsistency of those 
who seek and receive the help of women in political work 
and refuse them responsibility. He concluded with the 
important political declaration, that when any further 
alteration of the franchise was brought up, " they would 
have to face and deal with the problem of women’s 
suffrage, and deal with it in a complete fashion.”

I
 Of the comments, which have appeared in unusual 

numbers, in the daily and weekly Press, few have been 
absolutely hostile, and very many have been decidedly 
favourable. Among the latter may be enumerated The 
Morning Post, Globe, Pall Mall Gazette, St. James's 
Gazette, Birmingham Gazette, Bradford Observer, Liver- 
pool Mercury, Manchester Examiner, Manchester Courier, 
Nottingham Guardian, Nottingham Post, Western Morning 
News, South Wales Daily News, Scotsman, Scottish Leader, 
Aberdeen Free Press, Tablet, Independent, National Reformer, 
Workmen's Times, Christian Million, London Figaro, Sala's 
Journal, &c., &c.

The evening: before the debate a conversazione of 
those interested in the Women’s Suffrage Bill was held at 
the Galleries of the Royal Institute of Painters in Water 
Colours, Piccadilly.

The following ladies formed the Committee of Re
ception :—

The Lady Frances Balfour, Mrs. Leonard Courtney, Miss 
Courtenay, Mrs. Culme Seymour, Miss Davenport-Hill, Mrs. Fawcett,



Lady Matheson, Mrs. Penrose Fitzgerald, The Lady Rayleigh, Mrs. 
Henry Sidgwick, Mrs. Temple, Mrs. Westlake and The Lady Maude 
Wolmer.

The new law in Guernsey, giving women the right to 
vote in parochial assemblies, was put in force for the 
first time on March 23rd, when a meeting of the rate
payers of St. Peter-Port was held in the Ozanne Hall 
and several ladies voted on the various questions under 
discussion. The Rector, the Rev. G. E. Lee, occupied the 
chair, and remarked with congratulation that he now for 
the first time addressed the meeting as Messieurs et 
Mesdames.

AN important step has been made forward by the 
State of New York, where a Bill “to prevent dis- 
crimination on account of sex at elections ” passed the 
House of Assembly, by a vote of 69 to 34, on April 15th. 
The Bill provided that every citizen, irrespective of sex, 
should be entitled to vote for every officer to be elected 
in the State; but owing to the adjournment of the 
Senate, which had been fixed for the following week, the 
Bill has not been able to proceed to its further stages.

The movement is also making way in the Dominion 
of Canada, where, on May 4th, the Premier, the Hon. J. J. 
Abbott, received a deputation of ladies at Ottawa, in 
favour of extending the Parliamentary suffrage to women. 
The Premier assured his hearers that it would not be 
long before women were accorded the full rights of 
citizenship in Canada, although he could not promise 
Government legislation on the subject this session.

PARLIAMENTARY FRANCHISE EXTENSION 
(WOMEN) BILL.—No. 36.)*

second READING.

Order for Second Reading read.
Sir Albert Kaye Hollit (Islington, S.): The subject of the Bill 

of which I now move the second reading is no new one to the House 
of Commons. For upwards of a quarter of a century it has been 
debated upon Bills and resolutions. This gives the House the 
advantage of familiarity with the question; but it has some disadvantage 
for myself, since it forces upon me a too conscious contrast with those 
more able men who have on previous occasions introduced this matter 
to the House of Commons, the benefit of whose assistance I am olad, 
in many cases, to have to-day. All I can hope to do is to contribute 
some municipal experience, which, however, may be useful, since the 
the Bill is based on municipal precedents and example, which have been 
too much ignored in previous debates. (Hear, hear.) One new aspect 
is, indeed, given to the question by the Open Letter which has been 
addressed to the hon. member opposite (Mr. S. Smith) by the right 
hon. gentleman the member for Midlothian (Mr. W. E. Gladstone). 
I realise that such a communication is naturally very forcible, and I 
shall of course treat it with respect; but if I may make one criticism 
upon it, it is that I think it does not discuss the proposal from the 
standpoint from which it is now made, but seems to be based rather 
upon communications of a similar character' addressed to the news
papers, and also, I think, to a constituent, by the hon. member for 
Flint (Mr. S. Smith), and to be a reflection of his opinions rather than 
a discussion of the principles of the present proposal. (Hear, hear.) 
But, at any rate, that Pamphlet has had one benefit. If this subject— 
which I cannot conceive—has not, as the writer argues, already received 
sufficient public attention, the letter has itself secured it. (Hear, hear). 
There is another, and even a greater advantage attaching to the Pamphlet, 
in that it invites, and sets the example of, a more serious discussion of 
the subject, and I trust the tone and language of the letter will not in 
this respect be lost sight of. (Hear, hear.) I have said the subject is 
not new to the House of Commons, but I am glad to day to be free 
from one reproach which has, on former occasions, been addressed to 
those who have stood in my present position—namely, that the Bill 
has. been brought before one and the same Parliament session after 
session. Now, it may be said that the measure has not been before 
this Parliament at all; and when I recall the fact that in the last 
Parliament the Bill had the advantage of the advocacy of the hon. 
member for Hanley (Mr. Woodall), and passed the House without a 
division, I think I am justified in bespeaking for it to-day more 

* This report is chiefly taken from the Parliamentary Reports—authorised edition.
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statesmanlike consideration. (Hear, hear.) A further change in the 
position is that the Bill has quite a new form. So much so, that one 
of my correspondents—who have been numerous and sometimes 
humorous—(laughter)—has referred to it, in ladylike language, as a 
“modest Bill.” (Laughter.) I have carefully read the debates and 
the criticisms passed upon former measures; and, if I may venture to 
say so, I think those discussions and criticisms have generally been of a 
too high-pitched and abstract character, and I do not recognise them as 
applicable to the proposal in its present practical shape. (Hear, hear.( 
They seem to me—those criticisms—to have exaggerated and distorted 
both the object of the proposal and the objections to it; and I repeat 
that even in the case of the recent Letter to which I have referred, the 
new basis of our proposals seem to have been overlooked, and the same 
old ground to have been taken once again, viz., that, in the words of the 
hon. member opposite, this is a proposal “revolutionary in character,” and 

‘ a reversal of the order of nature,” that it is " such a change as has 
never been made since the Creation,” and is now " put forward for the 
first time in the world’s history.” (Laughter.) And all these ex
pressions are actually addressed to the proposal to confer upon duly 
qualified and capable women citizens a vote in Parliamentary elections 
which they have long exercised, and exercised with advantage, in 
relation to municipal government! It is the old case of the roof coming 
down because a few cobwebs are to be swept away ! (Laughter.) 
Revolutionary ! Why, Sir, this proposal is not even an innovation; 
for, if I remember my history correctly, the franchise, both parliamentary 
and municipal, was possessed by women in former times on identically 
the same lines as those I suggest to-day—at any rate it was so exercised 
by women from time to time in the election of knights of the shire for 
Yorkshire and elsewhere. (Hear, hear.) If I wanted to found myself 
on good constitutional and ancient authority, I would remind the House 
that this was so in the days of the Plantagenets, and certainly of the 
Tudors, and that ought to be good enough for hon. gentlemen on this 
side of the House. (Laughter.) Then, on the other hand, to influence 
hon. gentlemen . opposite, I might say that this state of affairs was put 
an end to by judge-made law; and, having in mind expressions of 
opinion upon judge-made law during the recent debate upon the Law 
of Conspiracy, I commend that fact to the consideration of such hon. 
gentlemen. (Laughter.) It is also a coincidence that may strike both 
sides of the House that, while this judge-made law emanated from a mem
ber for Liskeard (Coke), we shall to-day have the advantage of the aid of 
another member for Liskeard (Mr. Courtney) in favour of its restitution. 
(Hear, hear.) And, if this privilege of voting by women was extinguished 
because of its disuse, I must remind the House that the cessation was 
due to the association of the vote with services in kind, and that those 
services have since been commuted to a money payment, with the result, 

which meets the oft-repeated physical force argument,—that qualified 

women do just as much for the Army as most men—namely, help to 
pay for it. (Applause.) But these criticisms, however forcibly they 
may have applied to former measures, can have no application to this 
Bill, which aims, as I say, at a practical—and the only present 
practicable—solution of the question, and which is based distinctly on 
the natural, and ultimately inevitable, development of our applied 
principles of representative government. If I may quote the highest 
political authority for this, I should use the words of Sir Henry Maine, 
who, in his Early History of Institutions, says—

“The civilised societies of the West, in steadily enlarging the personal 
and proprietary independence of women, and even in granting to them 
political privileges, are only carrying out still further a law of development 
which they have been obeying for many centuries."

May I now remind the House that this is an age of successive and 
successful franchises,—successive notwithstanding the same arguments 
as are now used, viz., that the votes are not wanted, that the-unen
franchised classes are indirectly represented, and that their enfranchise
ment will lead us no one knows where,—and successful, especially, in 
securing attention to, and proper precedence in the consideration of, 
the interests of the classes on whom the votes have been conferred ? 
(Applause.) And so we hope this extension will secure proper regard 
for the interests of those who are now unrepresented among the electorate. 
(Hear, hear.) It was once said by the right hon. gentleman the 
member for Midlothian, speaking of a large class of men, « They have 
no votes, and so may be safely neglected.” I heartily accept this 
expression as applicable to those with which this measure deals. And 
illustrations of such neglect are not wanting. The middle-class Parlia
ment formed in 1832 did nothing for popular education, or very 
little ; but the election of the Household Suffrage Parliament of 1867 
was followed by the passing of the Education Act of 1870 and the 
Labour Statutes of 1875, which have so materially improved the 
conditions of life of the labouring classes. So, too, the gift of the County 
Franchise has been quickly followed by the Allotments Acts and 
by the Bills which are at the present time before the House for dis
cussion, one of which is to confer upon labourers in the rural districts 
the advantage of acquiring small holdings. (Hear, hear.) Thus has 
enfranchisement, whatever else may be said for or against it, been 
followed by remedial legislation,—yet qualified women have no vote 
and therefore no such security (hear, hear). Again, enfranchisement 
has hitherto proceeded on two great main lines :—the possession 
of qualifying property and contribution to taxation. Time was 
when taxation without representation was spoken of as tyranny. 
That was then the tyranny of Kings, but the tyranny is not the less if 
it is the tyranny of a multitude ; it is then but a multiplied tyranny. 
(Applause.) On the ground of representation with taxation, therefore, 
these votes are asked for. For the principle upon which the franchise 
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has been extended is the possession of evidence of citizenship; mere 
manhood is not sufficient; a man must have, even in the minor cases 
of the lodger and service votes, a house of some description and con
tribute, directiy or indirectly, to the payment of rates and taxes. 
(Hear, hear.) Whether a different principle may be adopted in the 
future we cannot say. The basis of the franchise, now, is the household 
and some contribution to the national burdens, and, upon that basis, 
we claim the extension of it to duly qualified women. (Applause.) 
Manhood suffrage may, or may not, come; that is a matter, after all, 
only of opinion; speculations based upon it are irrelevant to the 
present question; and we must leave their solution to future Parlia
ments. (Hear, hear.) We must not, as I think the hon. member for 
Flint (Mr. S. Smith) suggests, treat future Parliaments as automatic 
machines to carry out the behests of the Parliament of to-day. We 
must have sufficient faith in future Parliaments to know that they will 
act rightly and with the advantage of a knowledge of the circumstances 
and conditions of their time ; that they will do what is just and 
expedient, as we do what is just and expedient to-day. We cannot 
bind future Parliaments; we cannot phophecy what they may do; we 
must do our duty by giving the franchise where it is right and due, and 
we must rely on future Parliaments doing their duty in protecting that 
privilege, and in the maintenance of good government, not carrying the 
principle to illogical and improper conclusions. (Hear, hear.) We must 
not, therefore, on the faith of any such speculative assumptions, refuse 
to fulfil the franchise of citizenship by admitting to it qualified and 
capable women citizens; we must not decline to do right because others 
may seek to do wrong; we must do our duty in the conviction that our 
successors will do theirs and no more than theirs (cheers) ; and indeed, 
judging from the present state of local electoral law, the fear is, not 
that Parliaments will push mattei-s to too logical conclusions, but 
that they may be only too well trusted to retain any number of 
illogicalities and anomalies. (Laughter.) Yet, we are told that this 
proposal to confer the franchise on qualified women is, to use 
the word of my hon. friend, " revolutionary.” We are asked when 
and where was such a change ever made; and the practice in 
former debates has been to quote instances where such a franchise 
has been conferred. It has been asserted that there has been 
a partial exercise of such a suffrage in Italy, and reference 
has also been made to Denmark, and to the existence of the 
female franchise in the territory of Wyoming and other places. 
I will not dwell on these instances, though I may mention that 
Wyoming is now a State, that the user of the female franchise has the 
approval of high official authority, and that the right to vote there 
carries with it the right to hold any public office in the United States. 
But I pass to an illustration nearer home. I have a letter from a 
member of The States of Guernsey, and my correspondent mentions 

that a Bill has recently passed the island Parliament, and is now law, 
giving a vote to women householders—who pay rates and taxes as 
householders—on the very lines of this Bill. Women, my corre
spondent adds, are not eligible for any office, nor can they be members 
of the States. There you have the principles, in both respects, upon 
which this Bill is based ; but the right to vote carries with it no right 
_ . . ------ -------- (Hear, hear.) The measure,to hold office or to sit in Parliament.
I am imformed, works very well in Guernsey. I might also refer to 
the case of the Isle of Man, ■where female freeholders have a similar
franchise. The Colonial Confederation Scheme of Sir Harry Parkes con
templated such an extension of the suffrage, and some colonies, including 
South Australia, have nearly passed such a measure. It is suggested 
to me, for instance, that in New Zealand the proposal was only dfeated 
by the votes of two Maoris. I mention this because my hon. friend 
opposite has imaginatively pictured the battle of our eleven millions of 
women against our ten millions of men, and the defeat of the latter; 
and if that be possible, one may also imagine Macaulay’s New 
Zealander contemplating from London Bridge not the last man_ but 
the last woman. (Loud laughter.) I do not rely, however, on these 
instances or on these illustrations as arguments ; we have for our safe 
guidance ample practical experience in the United Kingdom, in our 
own municipal and county council elections; and, seeing the 
development of our constitution, I would ask where should we look for 
such a completed franchise if not to our own country, the home of 
representative institutions, from which, as such, this franchise is asked 
for qualified women,—so much, and no more, and for such and such 
only? (Loud cheers.) Next, much has been said of the manner in 
which this proposal has been advocated, and I am not concerned to 
defend all those .methods. But the arguments of our opponents are 
too often contradictions in terms. (Hear, hear.) If women press for 
this extension, then " they are agitators, and their demand should not 
be complied with ; ” if they do not agitate, then " they are indifferent 
to the subject.” If many petitions are presented, then « they are got 
up by organisation;’’ if the petitions are few, then d you see 
women do not want this extension.” If the platform is occupied, then 

there is reason to fear the invasion of Parliament by the advocates 
of female suffrage; ” if the platform is not resorted to, then « there is 
no popular feeling in favour of the proposal.” (Laughter and cheers.) 
Ine allegation that it is not wanted has invariably been urged against 
the extension of the franchise to any class. It is based on the fallacy 
ot universality. It is not true to say that women do not want the 
franchise, though some may be indifferent or opposed to it. The only 
true proposition is, as in most other cases, that many do and some 
don t wish for votes, and the exercise of the franchise will be optional 
—there is no obligation to use the vote or to follow the example set 
» those who think it gives the proper protection of their own interests,
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and those who do desire it ought not to be debarred from it for the
sake of those who need not exercise it. (Hear, hear.) With regard
to the methods by which the present proposal has been advocated, all 
I can say is I have taken no part in any agitation. I have attended 
no meetings on the subject; happily, not one of those held last night, 
the proceedings of which I thoroughly disapprove (Hear, hear ) 
Very many petitions have been presented—some, no doubt, open to 
the criticisms which can always be directed against this form of 
expression of opinion. These petitions have emanated frequently 
from bodies of people, and are signed officially by presidents and 
others, who represent very large constituencies. They have been 
signed by those who belong to all classes, and very many of whom are
obviously in humble positions. (Hear, hear.) Resolutions have, at
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one time or another, been passed by the great political organisations of 
both parties, at Leeds, at Birmingham, and elsewhere; and though it 
may be said that women should not take part in political campaigns, 
they have been urged to do so by the leaders of both parties; their 
assistance has been welcome, and most of us, unlike some others, are 
grateful for it. (Cheers.) Petitions have been presented from some 
160 branches of the Women’s Liberal Federation, some of them this 
morning. The attitude of the press towards the proposal has in 
London been critical but just, and not unfavourable in many cases ; the 
provincial press has been eminently favourable, especially in Scotland, 
and I do not hesitate to say that from the provincial press we get a 
good index of the public opinion of the country and of ibs probable 
development. (Hear, hear) This, therefore, is a constitutional 
concession constitutionally asked. (Hear, hear.) And, though I have 
incidentally referred to parties, let me say, as emphatically as possible, 
that this is in no sense a party matter, as the names attached to the 
Bill conclusively show. The tendency of the influence of women 
voters will, it is to be hoped, be to modify party feeling, which, 
however necessary under our existing system, is, in my opinion, too 
often a disfigurement of our national life ; and I hope for the time when 
it will be more generally felt that he does best for his party who does his 
best for the State. (Oh.) On the other hand, woman's interests must not 
be sacrificed to party exigency; and I trust that they may be the hope 
of each party, the prey of neither, and the sport of none. (Cheers.) 
I gladly leave this part of my remarks for the moment in order to 
tell the House, how the Bill carries out the principles under which it is 
introduced, for it appears there is much misapprehension in some minds 
as to what the Bill does and as to what it does not do—It enacts that—

" Every woman who in Great Britian is registered or entitled to be 
registered as an elector for a town council or county council, or who in 
Ireland is a ratepayer entitled to vote in the election of guardians of the 
poor, shall be entitled to be registered as a Parliamentary elector, and 
when registered to vote at any Parliamentary election for the county, 
borough, or division wherein the qualifying property is situate.”

These words " qualifying property " follow the Municipal Corporations 
Act of 1882, and this is the basis of the existing female franchise. 
What, then, will be the effect of accepting this 1 And what will be the 
results—not by mere prophecy, but by necessary inference? In 
England and Scotland, under the municipal corporations and county 
councils electors Acts, every inhabitant occupier—that is, every 
householder who for twelve months has been rated and has paid 
rates—is qualified for, and entitled to, the franchise ; and the effect will 
be to give just the same, no less and no more, to a woman who is 
similarly qualified, subject to two exceptions which I will deal with in 
a moment. In Ireland, where there is not yet a Local Government 
Act, but where we hope that, under the auspices of one party 
or the other, there soon will be, it will then be easy to apply 
the same principle for conferring the franchise on women, and 
I think the Local Government Bill for Ireland contains that 
provision. Meanwhile, the closest analogous Statute which includes 
women voters, viz., the Poor Law Act for Ireland (1 and 2 Vic., c. 56), 
has been taken as giving the nearest approach to the franchise to be 
conferred on women in this country, and it will thus be given to all 
those who are duly qualified as ratepayers, or (if no rate has been laid) 
as county cesspayers, to vote for the election of guardians of the poor. 
The Bill, if passed, would thus add about a million to the electorate, 
as against some 300,000 to 400,000 under previous Bills—a million of 
women who have had a long experience in the exercise of the franchise. 
(Hear, hear.) And if it be said by my hon. friend opposite that 
this will be a large number as opposed to men who are similarly 
qualified, let me tell the House that they will only be a seventh or an 
eighth of the constituencies, subject, moreover, to a large deduction for 
those who are said not to wish for the franchise and who presumably will 
not vote. In the event, therefore, of such a pitched battle as he anticipates 
the forces will be pretty unequally matched, with all the advantage to 
mankind of some millions and also of his leadership on that side. 
(Laughter.) A million will be added and no more. And now what 
will the Bill not do, for I have heard attributed to it a great deal which 
is not within its purview. It will not " disfranchise " a single person— 
it is an enabling, not a disabling Bill; it accepts the existing 
Parliamentary lines, the lines of experience and usage under the 
municipal, educational, and other franchise Acts. It leaves the 
franchise law exactly as it is, and follows those parliamentary lines 
under which the woman suffrage has hitherto been wisely and safely 
exercised. (Hear, hear.) At present married women are not registered 
as voters for municipal elections, nor can they vote for school boards. 
If, therefore, it be said there is an inconsistency and an anomaly in that 
this Bill does not confer the vote upon married women, it is an anomaly 
which is the creation of Parliament itself. If it be said, as it has been 
said by the right hon. gentleman (Mr. Gladstone), that this proposal
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is " halting and inconsistent,” then I reply that the halting and 
inconsistency are the halting and inconsistency of Parliament and of 
the Governments of the right hon. gentleman which conferred the 
municipal franchise in 1869 and 1882, thus creating and training a special 
class, and qualifying its members for further similar privileges, any undue 
excess of which may well be left to future Parliaments, which will be 
governed, like ourselves, by practical considerations. (Hear, hear.) 
May I also point out that the criticisms upon the non-inclusion of 
married women are generally put in a somewhat illogical way ? It is 
said, first, that the principle of including women in the franchise is 
objectionable ; but, again, it is said, " If you include married women a 
great objection to the measure will be removed.” In fact, the argument 
is, first, that we should not include any women; and, secondly, that we 
should include more than we do. (Laughter.) This is too often the 
reasoning not of sincere friends, but of enemies—sowing tares and 
tempting us to go further in the hope that we may fare worse. 
(Laughter.) There is no inconsistency on our part; we accept the 
position as Parliament has made it, and we are quite willing, if 
Parliament thinks fit hereafter to consider the assimilation of the 
municipal and Parliamentary franchise, to leave that open for future 
legislation. (Hear, hear.) By an historical accident the municipal and 
Parliamentary registers slightly differ in some few respects. Among 
these, the municipal register does not include married women or lodgers, 
and the municipal register is taken as the basis of this Bill, because 
of the experience of its working, which offers a strong argument in our 
support, for we can say that those who have had the municipal franchise 
have exercised it with such advantage that they are entitled 
also to the parliamentary suffrage. (Hear, hear.) We accept the 
present law and existing experience as a basis, and it has at least 
this advantage, in that it enables us to avoid the rocks on which 
previous measures have struck, to escape such differences as those as to 
the duplication of votes, or differences and discord in the home, the 
creation of faggot votes, and the like, by accepting the law just as it is, 
and by not touching such matters of controversy. (Cheers.) In Scot- 
land, again, the law gives the vote to married women who are living, as 
the expression is, " not in family with their husbands,” and we take the 
law of Scotland as we find it and as indicating what is in accordance with 
the general opinion and experience of Scotland; and a similar observation 
may be made in regard to the enfranchisement of the female trader, 
whether living with her husband or not, under the custom of the City 
of London. As I have said, the underlying principle of the Bill is that 
it accepts and utilises the law as it stands, whether by statute or 
custom, for a still further development of the franchise. That being 
so, we are able to say the Bill goes past the differences which have 
hitherto divided the House, and we escape criticisms which are not 
applicable to the present measure, however they may have applied to 

previous proposals. (Cheers.) We also claim that we proceed on the 
old constitutional principle of advancing step by step, so often resorted 
to in the legislation of this country, and which, if it has produced some 
anomalies, is at least a safe system. (Hear, hear.) What Parliament 
may hereafter do is a wholly different matter; but if we look at the 
manifold complexities and illogicalities in Acts conferring local 
franchises, it cannot fairly be said that the apparent anomaly here 
presents an obstacle to this measure. Similarly, in relation to women 
lodgers the Bill follows the lines of experience and of least resistance ; 
it does what is at present practicable and possible; and though, as in 
the case of married women, we concede that much, very much, may be 
said on each side, as also that many arguments which have been used 
are based on mere assumptions, still the facts remain and justify us 
that the municipal and other registers on which we are proceeding do 
not include married women or lodgers, that the Bill enfranchises large 
numbers of women, that it gives additional security for the consideration 
of the interests of all women, from the woman’s own point of view, and 
that other points may well await what would undoubtedly be a public 
advantage—namely, the unification of the municipal and Parliamentary 
registers. (Cheers.) In former debates local experience of a parochial 
character was chiefly resorted to in support of the claims of women, such 
as the right to vote for overseers, and better, the right to vote for local 
boards, and still better, the right to vote for school boards and to 
serve on school boards. I mention the boards of guardians and 
school boards to point out that when Parliament intended to confer 
the right to sit and serve, as well as to vote in elections, Parliament 
has had the courage to give that sanction by Statute. (Hear, hear.) 
But recourse to parochial elections is now comparatively unnecessary. 
The Statute of 1869, passed under the Government of the right hon. 
gentleman (Mr. W. E. Gladstone), gave the right to women to vote at 
municipal elections, or I should rather say, that right was then revived, 
for it had previously existed, and was ignored by the Municipal Corpora
tions Act of 1835. In previous debates it has been said that this right of 
women to vote at municipal elections was given by accident—“ by a 
slip”—"when the House was asleep at three o’clock in the morning,” and, 
said a former member for Huddersfield, " You will not catch us napping 
a second time.” (Laughter.) This means, if anything, that the opponents 
of the Parliamentary suffrage for women would, if they had the oppor
tunity, oppose municipal suffrage for women, and would on the same 
grounds—grounds of prophecy which have been falsified by experience— 
deprive the country of the advantage which that Act of 1869 is generally 
admitted to have conceded. This shews that they are not very 
prescient guides. (Hear, hear.) The provision was, in fact, discussed 
in the Lords in 1869, and had the able advocacy of Lord Cairns, and, 
I think, the Home Secretary, Lord Aberdare spoke for it even in the 
Commons, and it was advisedly accepted. The Municipal Corporations
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Act of 1882, having incorporated 
and conceded the principle, while 
if there is to be any debate now it 

the same provision, adopted 
practice has approved it, and 
can only be as to the applica-

tion of the principle—not to the principle itself—of the right of 
women to vote. (Hear, hear.) Experience, now for a quarter of a 
century, completely supports the way in which that franchise has been 
exercised, aud municipal elections have been generally conducted in a 
manner highly creditable to all concerned, including women. Indeed, 
any misbehaviour has been, so far as the cases disclose, only on the part 
of the men. (Laughter.) If there had been any objection, either on 
principle or in practice, to women’s votes in municipalities certainly my 
connection, as president, with the Municipal Corporations Association 
would have brought such arguments to my knowledge. (Hear, hear.) 
But experience rebuts nearly every one of the speculations of my hon. 
friend opposite. The proportion of women voters in municipal elections 
is from 15 to 17 per cent., made up of women of all classes, and two- 
thirds or three-fourths of whom are women occupying houses rated 
below £20. Let me refer to a letter I have received from the 
neighbourhood of Huddersfield. My correspondent says : —

" Many women in this neighbourhood would be enfranchised by such 
an Act as you propose, and especially widows of respectable working 
men, who have made such provision for them that they continue to rent 
the houses they occupied during their husbands’ lifetime.” (Hear, hear.) 

This is important testimony to the fact that this proposal will not 
enfranchise an exclusive class; that it will include a large body of 
working women, and I have many other similar letters. (Hear, hear.) 
Then, much has been said as to the desire or otherwise of women to exer
cise this franchise, and the answer is, from practice and statistics, that 
women do exercise the suffrage now at municipal elections in about the 
same proportion as men, and that the exercise of the vote by women is 
increasing, especially in Scotland, which is strongly in favour of the 
present proposal. (Hear, hear.) Moreover, women do not vote in that 
solid mass which has been suggested, but, on the contrary, the votes are 
very materially divided. The recent county council elections, for instance, 
show that such is the case. And the reason is that women are associated 
with all the relations of life, and that with this extension there would 
be no transfer of voting power from one class to another, such as has 
accompanied previous enlargements of the franchise. (Hear, hear.) 
Then there is the argument from disorder and from the supposed 
difficulty in women recording their votes at Parliamentary elections. 
But where can be the difficulty in women, once in some four or five 
years, doing that which, in municipal elections, they do annually, 
viz., placing a voting paper in the ballot box? Municipal elections 
have, in fact, been conducted very much on political lines; political 
considerations enter largely into them ; and if there is question of 
disorder, I should look for that disorder in those small boroughs 

where strong party, and personal feeling frequently run high, and 
yet where women are able to record their franchise without any 
difficulty whatever, and add an element of courtesy to such contests. 
(Hear, hear.) But the fact is that, so far from having an unfeminine 
tendency, this Bill will enable the quiet and unassuming women to 
vote, as distinguished from the more active aspirants to the platform, 
the former, but not the latter, being now excluded from all political 
influence. (Hear, hear.) I refer to the exercise of the municipal 
franchise for one purpose more, and only for one purpose—that is to 
say, that the municipal vote has not been, followed by any general or 
practical demand for seats in town councils or claims’ to public office. 
(Hear’, hear.) I should be far from endorsing any such claims, and 
have declined to present them to this House. There is a distinct 
and legally recognised difference between the right to vote and the 
right to sit in a deliberative assembly; the disqualification for the 
latter has been decided to exist as to women, and it has long subsisted 
in the case of the clergy and the Civil Service, so I deny the inference 
that because the right to vote is accorded it must be followed by the 
right to sit or to hold office. (Cheers.) With regard to the right to 
vote, I may point out to the House that it is one that has been exercised 
under the conditions I have mentioned without difficulty ; and I do not 
know that there has been any real complaint as to the manner in which 
the constitutional privilege of the municipal franchise has been exercised 
by women. I believe the late Mr. Beresford Hope and the former 
member for Huddersfield said, now many years ago, " it has not been a 
success,” and one of them added that it had been "a mistake.” But I 
quote the right hon. gentleman the member for Midlothian (Mr. W. E. 
Gladstone), who has said " they have exercised the franchise without 
detriment and with great advantage.” (Cheers.) And yet the same 
right hon. gentleman has just published that this municipal experience 
is, after all, but a " plausible shadow" ! It is coupled by him 
subordinately with the right to enter the Universities, with the right to 
intellectual culture; and yet the fact is ignored that women have taken 
an active and useful and unpretentious part in the public affairs of the 
country and in the localities, and have earned the appreciative 
expressions of the right hon. gentleman himself, (Hear, hear.) 
Shadows ! It is the criticism which is shadowy, and under the light of 
experience it is shown to have no substance. (Cheers.) There is just one 
other subject to which I should like to refer, and that is this : that there 
has been in fact an actual neglect of the j ust requirements of women in 
dealing with the subjects, in which they are interested. (Hear, hear.) 
I notice that one statesman (Mr. W. E. Gladstone) has said, and I 
think he has said with great truth, that—

" Men have often been the most unfaithful guardians of women’s rights 
to social and moral equality.”

But it is contended that these grievances have been remedied, and no
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doubt a great deal has been done for the protection of women and so for 
the benefit of the nation; for instance, in regard to the conditions of 
their labour in mines and at the loom. (Cheers.) Nevertheless, a 
former able advocate of women’s suffrage, the right hon. gentleman the 
member for Wolverhampton (Mr. H. H. Fowler), said at Wolverhamp
ton only the other night what is certainly true, that—

" The need for reform is as great to-day as ever, and every day 
develops new claims.”

And I should like to call attention to one or two matters in which this 
concession on the part of Parliament is eminently necessary for the 
benefit and improvement of the position of women. In relation to their 
Property, the right to which is absolute even in such a country as 
Russia, much has been done; but it took a quarter of a century’s 
fighting to do it, and there are anomalies which still remain to be 
removed. (Hear, hear.) No doubt Parliament has been rather 
generous; in some respects even too gallant, for it has given women 
their property and left men their debts. (Loud laughter.) Perhaps 
more prudent administration in this House—perhaps the expression of 
the wishes of women from their own point of view—may lead us to be 
a little more cautious in relation to legislation of that description. 
(Hear, hear.) In regard to the Guardianship of children and the pro
tection of The Home something has been done; but the Bill in relation 
to the former was greatly modified in its passage through the House, and 
there is still room for much improvement. (Hear-, hear.) In Education 
men have taken most and the best of the endowments, and have left 
little for women. There, again, there have been improvements, but 
there is still much to do in opening the older Universities, in establish
ing new ones—as in London—in the work of University extension, in 
supplying the dearth of teachers—for if we want our education to be 
great we must make our educators great—(hear, hear), and in technical 
and industrial training for the army of women who have to earn their 
own livings and fight their own battle in life. (Cheers.) Yet women, 
despite difficulty and disability, have shown themselves highly capable 
in all the records of human thought and achievement. The percentage 
of rejections at the first examination of the University of London, 
which is close and severe, shews that women fulfil the test quite as well 
as men competitors; and therefore I need no longer, seeing what has 
been accomplished, point to those great exceptional cases, which have 
been sneered at, but which have been, the triumphs of the few for the 
benefit of the many, and which have opened the door for the vast 
numbers that have followed in their wake. (Loud cheers.) Then the 
Laws of Divorce, which were discussed here only last night, are still 
unequal, and women’s views could be expressed upon them with advan- 
tage. (Hear, hear.) There is, too, the perennial question of the 
Deceased Wife’s Sister, and, intermingled with her, the deceased husband’s 
brother-. We hear much of the one, but little of the other. (Laughter.)

Breach of Promise of Marriage has been proposed to be abolished, but 
women’s petitions have been presented against it. Surely one of their 
direct representatives might be allowed to express his views upon that 
subject. (Hear, hear.) In relation to the great question of the 
Land, the House, perhaps, hardly realises how many cultivators 
are in the unfortunate position of having lost their husbands, 
and are yet carrying on their farms, employing numbers of labourers 
who have votes, while they, though more qualified in every respect , 
have none, simply and only because they are women ! Few know 
how many women are farmers and graziers—some 20,000—and 
few, perhaps, realise that the agricultural interest loses through this 
cause something like 140,000 votes. (Hear, hear.) On questions 
affecting The Home, from which springs the nation ; on questions as to 
the Sanitation of the house and workshop ; the improvement of the 
social condition of the people in relation to Vaccination, and Sanitary 
matters; as to the administration of the Poor Laws, the Housing of the 
poor, and as to Pensions in old age; as to the Status of women in 
relation to industry and trade; as to the Hours of work in factories and 
shops; as to the legislation which must follow the result of the Royal 
Commissions on Labour, and on Sweating, in which women are very 
deeply interested; and as to the Payment of Members of Parliament, 
to which they will have to contribute, but upon which they are not to 
be heard; on all these and many other questions, women have not, 
but ought to have, a voice through their representatives in Parliament. 
(Loud cheers.) Surely these are considerations which should appeal 
strongly to this House and induce it to accord the vote which we ask it 
to confer upon women. (Hear, hear.) It may be said, finally, as has 
been said by my hon. friend opposite, that this vote is beyond the 
sphere of women’s intelligence and beyond the range of her knowledge 
of Imperial, as distinguished from municipal, politics. I reply that 
there is really no inherent distinction. and no true difference as betweer 
the two cases; and the sphere of eachis becoming yearly more intermixed, 
owing to extensions of local government, to devolution, and to transfers of 
powers, which is the tendency of the age. (Hear, hear.) The frequent 
resort, too, to the permissive principle in Acts of Parliament and so to 
local option, constantly gives to localities the quasi-right of legislation; 
and, indeed, it may almost be said now, as was said by Cicero, that 
administration is quite as important and quite as difficult as legislation. 
So important as this is the duty which you have entrusted to women ! 
yet you refuse them, when equally qualified, scarcely a higher function. 
(Hear, hear.) And so, also, the objection on the score of range of 
knowledge is no less a fallacy. In former debates it was usual to meet 
it by saying that women are not less informed than the agricultural 
labourer, or the illiterate voter, for whom you have taken such pains 
that he may record his valuable vote. (Laughter.) But, in truth, we 
need not go so far afield as that agriculturist. It is sufficient to ask 
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who in this House is qualified to undergo any such test as that upon 
which it is sought to exclude women from the franchise. (Hear, hear.) 
Who of us is, or ever can be, versed in the whole range of modern 
politics ? However we may flatter ourselves, most of such matters are 
really determined by the few experts on each, experts which the House 
delights to listen to, and, upon some such social subjects as I have 
specified women are the experts of experts. (Loud cheers.) And if 
they help us in these, or some of them, we can well spare them from 
‘■'scientific frontiers” and the Eastern Question, and from juries and 
the army, and the police force—which one honourable member cited as 
a disqualification. (Laughter.) It is not necessary that women should 
know—it is not possible that they —or we—or anyone—can know the 
whole range of politics at the present time. What we ask is only that they 
should be permitted to choose some representative, who would be able to 
consider these matters, and record their views on their behalf. Yet my 
hon. friend opposite seriously proposes to apply to women a fancy fran
chise test which is even higher than any applied to mankind. He says, 
" What do they know about Fair Trade ?" Of course they are " fair 
traders if they are in trade at all. (Laughter.) He asks, " What do 
they know about proportional representation ? " Why, who knows 
anything about proportional representation ?—except the right hon. 
member for Liskeard (Mr. Courtney). (Loud laughter.) He 
says " they will be socialistic and vote for eight-hours’ Bills.” 
Well many men are doing the same, though women have probably 
the longer hours of the two, and are yet comparatively silent. (Hear, 
hear.) How, he asks, can women understand the mysteries of 
bi-metallism ? Why, that is a subject no man can understand. 
(Loud laughter.) That is the sort of test the hon. member 
for Flintshire (Mr. S. Smith) proposes by his letters to apply to women! 
I think that is carrying the argument much too far and reduces it to 
an absurdity. (Hear, hear.) What women can, and do, understand 
better than men can understand for them is their own interests, 
which is the chief justification of a wide suffrage. (Cheers.) There are 
also some subjects to the solution of which they can contribute, perhaps, 
more than any others—namely, a practical view of those social questions, 
mostly the subjects of the day, in which their experience would be 
most useful, while, without it, Parliament is not fully competent to. solve 
such problems. (Hear, hear.) I am sure I have trespassed far too long 
upon the attention of the House in endeavouring to show what I feel, 
viz., that this is a very proper and safe development of the principle of 
the franchise, based on safe experience, and itself a corollary of our 
household suffrage, which, in order best to meet a demand for 
manhood suffrage, we ought to srengthen by inclusion rather than 
weaken by exclusiveness. (Cheers.) And I ask this on behalf of 
qualified women, for reasons which may be stated finally in a very few 
words. They are : That it will be an advantage to Women, to

Parliament, and to the State—to women themselves by securing the 
expression of their views from their own standpoint, and through those 
who may be entrusted with the safeguarding of their interests, for 
political influence is the only guarantee of legislative justice. (Cheers.) 
It will, we are convinced, also improve the social and economical 
position of women, and so in the end lessen undue and unfair com
petition with men. (Hear, hear.) It will raise, as we believe, the 
general moral and intellectual tone of society, and even conduce to a 
more advanced position than that which women, by their own efforts, 
have already occupied. We believe, too, that it will be of advantage 
to Parliament, because it is undesirable that this House, which loses 
by disabilities, and which should always be adapted to new social and 
industrial conditions, should fail in the expression of the views of any 
large portion of the community, or in the representation of the thought 
and industry of any part of the population. (Cheers.) And lastly, we 
acknowledge that, after all, the object of legislation should be—as we 
believe would be the achievement of this Bill—good government. We 
believe that if we give the vote to women it will contribute to that good 
government; and, at least, that it will save them from misgovernment. 
(Hear, hear.) And, in that belief, and agreeing, as we do, with Lord 
Beaconsfield, that “the exclusion of the votes of women has been injurious 
to the best interests of the country,” we offer the remedy of this Bill,— 
which, though it may not do all that is desired by some, will certainly 
accomplish much for many,—and confidently ask Parliament to sanction 
that which we believe to be justified by considerations of justice, 
experience, and expediency. (Loud cheers.)

Mr. S. Smith (Flintshire) : In rising to move the rejection of this 
Bill, I wish to pay my tribute of respect to my hon. colleague. I have 
listened with, great interest to his speech, and I think I may say 
with truth that I never heard the case of women put forward in a 
more fair and reasonable manner. I wish also to say that I 
entertain a very deep respect for the purity of the motives of those 
who are the leaders in this movement. I believe they have a deep 
and earnest desire to raise the position of women, and that they 
believe the franchise to be the most potent instrument for so doing. 
This movement represents a great amount of genuine philanthropy, 
and has secured the support of many of the best men and. women of 
the country. It deserves to be treated with great respect, not only 
from the purity of their motives, but for the great ability of its 
advocates; and I hope that I shall use noarguments against it which 
are not both honest and respectful to my opponents. I conceive that 
no issue of equal importance has been submitted to Parliament in our 
time. This measure, if passed, will carry consequences far-reaching 
and momentous—consequences which none here can adequately 
realise. I readily admit there is weight in the arguments in favour 
of the measure ; but I hope to convince the House that there is still
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greater weight in the arguments against it. I will make the admission 
that the Bill now before us gives the irreducible minimum of women’s 
demands; it professes only to give the Parliamentary franchise to 
those women who already possess it for municipal and county councils. 
It excludes lodgers and the service franchise. The hon. gentleman 
says that it will enfranchise one million voters. I thought, from such 
investigation as I have been able to make, that the number it would 
enfranchise would lie between 800,000 and 900,000.

Sir A. ROLLIT : That is, strictly, more accurate.
Mr. S. Smith : I am glad of that explanation. It professes to 

give the Parliamentary franchise to 800,000 or 900,000 female house
holders in the United Kingdom, who are nearly all spinsters or 
widows; and I will allow that, if this concession would finally settle 
the question, there is much to be said for it. No doubt it seems 
rather illogical to give the franchise for local government and not 
for imperial purposes, but I remind those who think this to be 
conclusive, that the admission of women to local franchises was very 
much the result of an accident. It was never properly discussed in 
this House, and no one foresaw at the time how it would be used as a 
lever to obtain Parliamentary franchise. Had this been foreseen, I 
doubt whether this women’s local franchise would have been given, 
or this agitation have attained its present proportions. There is, 
however, an enormous difference between the two franchises. The 
local franchise is a very limited one, and for objects strictly defined 
by Act of Parliament ; then, the local franchise may be altered or 
cancelled as Parliament thinks right. Besides, local bodies possess 
merely administrative and no law-making powers, but the Imperial 
Parliament possesses absolute authority over the lives and property 
of all within the realm, and indirectly governs 300 millions of people 
outside the United Kingdom. No legislative body that I know of 
possesses such unlimited powers as the British Parliament. The 
Legislature in the United States is bound and limited by the written 
Constitution; and if it act ultra vires can be called to account by the 
Supreme Court, and its decisions nullified. All the Legislatures in 
the British Colonies are more or less restrained by statutory obliga
tions, but the British Parliament is as absolute as the Czar of all the 
Russias, and nothing but the practical good sense of the people 
prevents it becoming an instrument of tyranny. But the electors are 
the makers of Parliament; therefore, in the last resort they wield 
this tremendous power, and no nation was ever so dependent upon a 
practised and trained electorate. The case for Parliamentary franchise 
is, therefore, altogether different from that of a local one, and must be 
justified by far more weighty arguments. The attention of the House 
should be called to the fact that the previous female franchise Bills 
introduced were altogether different to this one; they claimed that—

- " For all purposes of, and incidental to, the voting for members to 
serve in Parliament, women shall have the same rights as men, and all 

enactments relating to or concerned in such elections shall be construed 
accordingly.”

Another Bill goes even further. It claims that—
“No person shall be disqualified from being elected to, or from filling 

or holding, any office or position merely by reason that such, person is a 
woman, or being a woman, is under coverture."

That is to say, women are to be eligible to sit in Parliament, to 
hold office under the Crown as Ministers of State, to become judges, 
bishops, or even Commanders of the Forces. Now, I want to know 
whether the advocates of female suffrage, in this House or out of it, 
have abandoned these claims in favour of the more moderate proposals 
of the Bill now before us ? I believe that, with one voice, all the 
leaders of this agitation will claim absolute equality as between men and 
women; this is the goal at which they are aiming, and nothing less 
will satisfy them. Most of those who will vote for this Bill intend at 
the first opportunity to widen it so as to equalise the franchise as 
between men and women; and should Parliament pass this Bill, what 
will be our position at the first general election at which women 
vote ? The country will be overrun with female orators inciting 
women to remove the stigma placed on their sex; the 800,000 or 
900,000 female electors will be urged to vote only for those candidates 
who will promise to put men and women on an equal footing ; they 
will be told that we make marriage a disqualification, and so insult all 
married women; and it will be found that hardly a candidate will 
refuse the pledge, for in almost every constituency the large female 
vote will turn the scale. There is not one trained politician in this 
House who does not know that the grant of the franchise claimed by 
this Bill will necessitate in the following Parliament the further grant 
of absolute political equality as between men and women. That must 
mean before very long universal suffrage of both men and women. 
Those who read the signs of the times know well that manhood suffrage 
must arrive here as it has done everywhere else. I do not wish to see it. 
I believe that most members here do not wish to see it; yet it will 
come by the force of the Zeitgeist—that spirit of1 the age which, 
carries all before it; and as sure as it comes will womanhood suffrage 
come along with it; and the world will see the first instance in history 
of a great empire ruled by women, for, as everyone knows, women 
largely preponderate in number. It may be estimated that when 
allowance is made for the far larger number of men who are from 
home—as soldiers, sailors, and in other capacities—the available 
woman vote under universal suffrage will exceed that of men by 
about one million, or ten per cent. No one who has watched this 
agitation can doubt that women will then claim and enforce their 
right to sit in Parliament, and we shall then see not only the Mrs. 
Fawcetts and the Miss Cobdens of the future, but the Mrs. Besants 
and the Miss Helen Taylors sitting on these benches. I cannot com
prehend the mental altitude of those who say we should only look at 



24 25

the first step we take, and shut our eyes to its inevitable consequences; 
as well might a man drive a coach down a steep incline with a 
precipice at the bottom, and say that he had no business to consider 
the precipice. I insist that the House should view this question as a 
whole, and not be deceived into swallowing in separate doses what it 
would reject if given as a single draught. Consider’ the vastness of 
the change that is proposed. Our electorate at present consists of 
about six millions of men, nearly all householders and heads of 
families; it will ultimately become, if this Bill passes into law, 
twenty millions of persons, of which increased numbers between nine 
and ten millions will be men and between ten and eleven millions 
women. What will be the qualifications of this large mass ? When 
were such responsible duties entrusted to such an incompetent body ? 
Never since the world began. Many of the men are ignorant enough, 
and the risks run from nine or ten millions of male electors would not 
be small; but if you add ten or eleven millions of women, it would be 
overwhelming. Men, as a rule, gain a rough experience of the world ; 
they mix in workshops and clubs, and discuss the politics of the day, 
and in a rough sort of way make up their minds on the current topics. 
Nearly all of them read newspapers and attend public meetings, but 
how few women have either the taste or opportunity of doing this ? 
How few women take an interest in politics, or read speeches, or 
attend meetings ? It is doubtful whether out of the ten or el even millions 
of adult women even one million ever read a political speech, or care 
the least about politics. What are the vast majority of these women ? 
Several millions of them are wives and mothers ; the great majority 
of them are wives of working men, struggling with families of small 
children from early morning till late at night, utterly unable to study 
the complicated questions which come before Parliament. What 
they do read is mostly the religious serial, or the cheap novel, and it 
is impossible for them to frequent clubs and public meetings without 
ruin to their children. Of the women who are not married the vast 
majority are domestic servants,, shop girls, factory girls, sempstresses, 
barmaids, &c., and I ask this House what knowledge of politics do 
they possess ? If a census could be taken of their reading, I verily 
believe that not one in ten would be found ever to read a speech or 
care a rush about politics. The clever political women who really 
study politics are a mere handful, perhaps not one per cent, of the 
whole women of this country, and for their sakes we are asked to 
revolutionise our Government. In arguing this question we have to 
deal with women in the mass as with men in the mass. It is no valid 
argument to say that it is a shame to deny the franchise to a clever 
intelligent lady, and give it to her coachman or her butler. That is 
not the question before us. The real question is whether women as a 
whole are as fit to exercise the franchise as men as a whole, and I 
deny that they are, or can ever be. But we are told that political 
education follows the gift of the franchise, and that just as the agri

cultural labourer is learning politics because he now can vote, so his 
wife and daughter's will equally learn as soon as they get the vote. 
I hold that this is one of those half truths more dangerous than whole 
error’s. Men, as a class, naturally take to politics when they get a 
chance; but women will not, because the bent of their minds is 
different. They live—that is, the great bulk of them do—by the 
heart more than the head, and the enfranchised servant girl will con
tinue to prefer the novelette to the Times or the Daily News. There are 
certain professions and occupations that women can never fill so well as 
men. They never will make soldiers, or sailors, or policemen, or 
judges, or clergymen, though there are occasionally women who can 
do all those things ; and they will never become politicians, because 
their minds recoil from it. I claim in support of my views the great 
father of modern Radicalism, Jeremy Bentham. That illustrious 
philosopher, whose writings have coloured the entire legislation of this 
century, decides against giving the franchise to women. The House 
would probably like to hear his acute estimate of the relative capacity 
of the sexes; a more just estimate could not be given of their 
respective characteristics—

" The sensibility of women seems to be greater than that of men. 
Their health is more delicate. They are generally inferior in strength, of 
body, knowledge, the intellectual faculties, and firmness of soul. Their 
moral and religious sensibility is more lively; sympathies and antipathies 
have a greater empire over them. The religion of a woman more easily 
deviates towards superstition—that is, towards minute observances. Her 
affections for her own children are stronger during their whole life, and 
especially during their early youth. Women are more compassionate for 
the sufferings of those they see ; and the very pains they take to relieve 
them form a new bond of attachment. But their benevolence is locked 
up in a narrower circle, and is less governed by the principle of utility. 
It is rare that they embrace in their affections the well-being of their 
country much less that of mankind; and the interest ■which, they take in 
a party depends almost always upon some private sympathy. There 
enters into all their attachments and antipathies more of caprice and 
imagination; while men have more regard to personal interests or public 
utility. Their habitual amusements are more quiet and sedentary. On 
the whole, woman is better fitted for the family, and man for matters out 
of doors. The domestic economy is best placed in the hands of the women; 
the principal management of affairs in those of the men.”

What is this but an expansion of Milton’s well-known lines—•
" For contemplation he and valour form’d;

For softness she, and sweet attractive grace; 
He for God only, she for God in him " ?

Our opponents do us the great injustice of thinking that we 
underrate women’s powers, and disparage their character. So far 
from that I freely admit that women possess a finer organisation 
than men—they are more affectionate and unselfish, and, generally 
speaking, more moral and religious ; but I hold that if we wish to 
preserve these beautiful traits of character, we must not unsex them.
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We must not force them into an unnatural competition with men, and 
endanger the real virtues they possess in pursuit of Utopias. Let me 
remind the House that this agitation in its essence contemplates not 
merely political equality, but absolute equality between the sexes in 
all the relations of life. Some of the leaders of this movement take 
strong objections to the existing marriage law and the relation of the 
sexes as laid down in Scripture and upheld by all branches of the 
Church. Mrs. Fawcett, in a manifesto she has recently issued 
repudiates the authority of St. Paul on this question. She says—

" Much, therefore, of St. Paul’s teaching about the position of women 
and other social matters is not accepted by any Christian Church as a 
practical guide for conduct at the present time.”

Many of the leaders of this movement resent the marriage 
service of the Church of England where the woman responds in the 
affirmative to the following question :—

“Wilt thou have this man to be thy wedded husband, to live together 
after God’s ordinance in the holy estate of matrimony ? Wilt thou obey 
him, and serve him, love, honour, and keep him in sickness and in health; 
and, forsaking all other, keep thee only unto him, so long as ye both shall 
live ? "

This form of service is based npon the most express statements of 
Holy Scripture. From begining to end the Bible teaches in the 
most explicit form the subordination of woman to man, specially in 
the marriage state.

" The husband is the head of the wife, as Christ is the Head of the 
Church.”

is the uniform language of Scripture, repeated in one form or 
another hundreds of times. Could a greater calamity befall the 
human race than to undermine this sacred institution? I much, doubt 
that with female franchise will arise an agitation for substituting 
perfect equality as between husband and wife, and, should that be 
successful, a time of social chaos would ensue. Since the time of 
John Stuart Mill, who repudiated the marriage law of the New 
Testament, an agitation has arisen for what is called the emancipation 
of women. I look with dread upon this movement. It is at bottom 
directed against those organic laws for the guidance of the sexes 
which, the Creator has laid down. Europe has had one instance of the 
effects of the emancipation of women from those natural restraints 
which God and nature have placed upon them. In the most corrupt 
times of the Roman empire there was a movement for absolute 
equality between the sexes, and all laws were repealed which recog
nised any superiority on the part of man. Will the House allow me 
to quote an extract from the great historian Gibbon, showing the 
effects of this legislation. ?

' “ When the' Roman matrons became the equal and voluntary com
panions of their lords, a new jurisprudence was introduced, that marriage 
like other partnerships, might be dissolved by the abdication of one of the

associates. In three centuries of prosperity and corruption this, principle 
was enlarged to frequent practice and pernicious abuse. Passion, interest, 
or caprice suggested daily motives for the dissolution of a marriage; a 
word, assign, a message, a letter, the mandate of a freedman declared the 
separation; the most tender of human connections was degraded to a 
transient society of profit or pleasure.”

Under this state of things it was not unusual for a wife to have 
twenty husbands in succession, and a husband as many wives. I 
must express my deepest conviction that it is perilous in the last 
degree to tamper with those Divine laws which, govern the relations 
of the sexes. Out of this movement for absolute political equality 
between men and women may develop at a later date another move
ment to replace the marriage law of Christianity by one giving 
absolute equality to the wife; and I much fear that experiments may
be tried which will not tend to the welfare of mankind. No one can 
doubt that J ohn Stuart Mill aimed at something of this kind, and he 
may be said to be the father of this movement for women’s suffrage. 
It may be granted that the great majority of those who aro moving 
in this matter have not at present the slightest wish, for such, changes, 
but my argument is that they are feeding a movement which contains 
them in its bosom, and out of which they will ultimately grow. 
Another argument to be considered is this, and I appeal to hon. 
gentlemen in this House who are historians. I see the Leader of the 
House in his place, and as I know he is one who studies human nature 
very closely, I wish to lay before the right hon. gentleman the cir
cumstance that universal history is opposed to the movement; no free 
country in the world has ever tried the experiment. I am not one of 
those who decry the formula quod semper, quod ubique, quod ab 
omnibus. They take a tremendous responsibility who deride the 
universal experience of mankind. The mover of this Bill faintly 
shadowed some attempt in the historical past in which women were 
allowed to vote. I have never come across it, and I imagine it never 
assumed importance. My hon. friend (Sir A. Rollit) has made a 
great deal of one little experiment tried in that remote territory 
called Wyoming. As regards Wyoming, I admit the testimony is 
conflicting, and I quite admit that there are some who give a good 
account of its operation. But I am going to ask the House to listen 
to the opinion of the hon. member for Aberdeen. This newly formed. 
State on the outskirts of civilisation does duty at every women’s 
franchise meeting. It got female franchise by an accident when its 
population—now 60,000, or about one-thousandth part the popula
tion of the United States—was a few thousands, yet none of the other 
forty-three States in the Union have followed its example, or seem 
likely to do so. It stands alone. As to its working there my lion, 
friend (Mr. Bryce), in his standard book on the American Common
wealth, the best and ablest ever written, says—

“As regards Wyoming alone the experiment has been longest at work
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both as regards full suffrage and jury service. The balance of such 
evidence as I could collect seems to be unfavourable.”

He quotes from one of his most trustworthy authorities, as follows
" After the first excitement is over it is impossible to get respectable 

women out to vote except every two or three years on some purely 
emotional question, like prohibition or other temperance legislation. The 
eSect on family life seems to be nil, certainly not bad, but, after a year or 
two, it is found that the women of the worst classes are those that most 
regularly go to the polls.”

As to the general feeling of the United States on the subject, 
Mr. Bryce writes—

" There is a widespread apprehension, that to bring women into politics 
might lower their social position, diminish men’s deference for them, 
harden and roughen them, and, as it is expressed, ‘ brush the bloom of the 
flowers.’ This feeling is at least as strong among women as among men. 
Of the many American ladies whose opinion I inquired, the enormous 
majority expressed themselves hostile.”

The House will allow that the United States is the most democratic 
Republic in existence ; the one where human rights are most fully- 
acknowledged ; yet it is undoubted that its judgment is quite against 
women's suffrage; and the same is true of all other existing 
Republics—such, for instance, as France and Switzerland. Yet in 
all those countries the problems of life are far simpler than with us. 
They could make experiments with much, less danger. No country 
ever had so complicated a system of government as ours, with such 
prodigious duties and responsibilities cast upon it; and surely 
common-sense would indicate that we should not be the first to turn 
upside down the experience of humanity for thousands of years. If 
this revolutionary change is to take place, let it be tried by some 
other countries first, and let us profit by their experience. One 
strange feature of this movement is that it is most favoured by the 
Conservative party. (No.) My hon. friend says " No,” but I 
think the voting to-day will show that I am right. The Conservative 
party once made what was called " a leap in the dark,” but that leap 
is nothing compared to this. One would think that all their tradi
tions were opposed to such leaps in the dark. The motive which 
probably influences them is the belief that women are more Conserva
tive than men. This may be true as regards the upper classes, and 
perhaps as regards the majority of the women householders; but let 
me ask hon. gentlemen opposite if by their means the upper tier of 
women, if I may use the expression, are enfranchised, and add to the 
strength of their party, how long would it be fill the Liberal party 
sought a counterpoise by emancipating a lower stratum ? My own 
belief is that neither of our great historical parties will derive 
strength from the enfranchisement of women. If I might venture a 
poediction, there are two movements which will be powerfully re
inforced by female suffrage, the one is Clericalism and the other

Socialism. In Roman Catholic countries womanhood suffrage would 
mean the undisputed sway of the priests. In France, Italy, and I 
think I may say the Catholic part of Ireland, the women would vote 
as their father confessors directed, them, and the Pope’s supremacy 
would be made absolute, not merely in the realm of religion, but in 
that of politics as well. Is that a result which members of this 
House, even of the Roman Catholic communion, would regard with 
satisfaction ? In Ireland you would give undisputed control to the 
priests.

Mr. T. W. Russell (Tyrone, S.) : They have got it now.
Mr. S. Smith : I would ask the hon. member for Tyrone (Mr. 

T. W. Russell), whether three-quarters of Ireland would not be com
pletely under the sway of the Roman Catholic priests ?

Mr. T. W. Russell : Just as now with the men—absolutely.
Mr. S. Smith : As to that, I do not agree with my hon. friend at 

all. In Protestant countries, like Great Britain, clerical influence 
would be less; still it would be considerable. This cannot recom- 
mend female suffrage to the Liberal and Radical sections of the 
House; but it may not dismay the Conservative party. Let me, 
however, point out that in England, at least, womanhood suffrage 
would emancipate masses of women utterly impervious to clerical 
influences, but very amenable to the politics of John Burns, Ben 
Tillett, and Mrs. Besant. The programme of the Fabian Society 
would have immense charms for millions of sempstresses, factory 
girls, domestic servants, and working men’s wives. It is entirely a 
matter of speculation; but I cannot help thinking that we should see 
representatives of the strongest opinions sent to this House under 
such a suffrage. A Socialist party led by Ben Tillett and Mrs. 
Besant would not add to the dignity of this House, or make the 
government of our vast Empire an easy matter. In many political 
questions the truth, may be said to lie at the bottom of a well. The 
superficial fallacy is far more attractive than the sound deductions of 
experience. Long controversies, like Free Trade, have been settled 
by hard and close argument protracted for a generation. How do 
you know that those settlements may not be reversed when submitted 
again to the verdict of a preponderating female vote, intensely and 
hopelessly ignorant of the issues involved ? No one could be certain 
that a single result of centuries of experience, whether political, 
financial, or commercial, could stand the test of so entire a revolution 
of political power. Everything would be thrown afresh into the 
melting pot, and no human being could predict what would emerge 
from the chaldron. But my main objection to this and all similar 
Bills is my dread of its effects on the home life of the nation. I hope 
the House will weigh, well the pregnant words of the right hon. 
member for Midlothian—

" I am not without the fear lest, beginning with the State, we should 
eventually be found to have intruded into what is yet more fundamental
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and more sacred, the precinct of the family; and should dislocate or 
injuriously modify the relations of domestic life.”

I believe those words are perfectly true, and they weigh more with 
me than all other objections combined. A peaceful and pure home life 
is the true foundation of all national well-being. That happy home 
life can only be found when wives and mothers make the family the 
centre of their being. All that tends to draw them from this is 
pernicious. The outside attractions are already too strong in this 
restless age. Why add to them enormously by pushing women into 
the maelstrom of politics ? Already there is a dangerous disinclina
tion to marriage among young men. The decline in the marriage 
rate is an ominous feature of the times. For the decade ending 1860 
it was 16'9 per thousand annually, for the decade ending 1890 it was 
only 14'9, being a decline of twelve and a-half per cent. I much fear 
that under womanhood suffrage a still further decline will occur. Most 
men hate a noisy turbulent home life; they do not wish wives that 
claim equality, and fight for their rights. A silent distaste for 
marriage might be one of the results of what is falsely called the 
emancipation of women. I say that it is falsely so called, for it is 
really a diversion of women from their natural sphere of wifehood 
and motherhood. I believe the ultimate effect of pushing them in 
the maelstrom of politics will be to produce an increasing silent 
distaste for married life, with all the enormous evils accompanying it. 
I must apologise for having detained the House so long, and wish to 
say, in conclusion, that the vast majority of the women of this 
country do not want the franchise, or care one pin about it; the active 
spirits of this movement are a mere handfull; and it would be a 
strange thing, as Mr. Gladstone well shows in his weighty letter on 
this subject, were we to confer a franchise which most of the 
recipients did not value. Those women who care for politics are 
already free to exercise their gifts in every way they choose, except 
going to the poll. In no country are women accorded greater liberty 
than here; nowhere do they use the press and the platform more 
freely. Some of them have splendid gifts ; and no one grudges them 
a sphere for their use; but why should they insist upon forcing the 
franchise on their ■unwilling sisters ? A clever woman can wield a 
thousand times more influence by speech and writings than by a vote. 
Remember, that when once given it will be difficult for any woman 
to abstain; she will be- canvassed incessantly, and get no peace till 
she pledges herself. And elections will be far more frequent in the 
future than in the past. In the United States they are, and it will 
be the same here as democracy progresses. Fancy a wife receiving a 
crowd of canvassers in her husband’s absence, and probably going 
with her political associates to one meeting, and her husband to 
another. How long would domestic life stand such a strain? I ask 
the House to pause before taking this terrible leap in the dark. It is 
the most revolutionary proposal of our time. If it prove a mistake it 

will be irretrievable ; once given it cannot be reversed. In my judg
ment, it will be the commencement of national decline. In any case, 
it is a desperate experiment. We have too much at stake to make 
rash experiments. We are trustees for the greatest Empire the world 
ever saw, and we cannot afford to sap its foundations by reckless 
innovations. I beg to move the Bill be read this day six months.

Sir W. B. BARTTELOT (Sussex, North-West), in seconding the 
amendment, said : Mr. Speaker, I wish to make a few remarks upon 
perhaps the most important question that could possibly be brought 
before the House of Commons. I give all those who may advocate 
this measure every credit for the feelings which they may possess, 
believing, as they do, that they are simply going to do justice to the 
women of this country. But I must point out, and point out most 
distinctly, that before even those who are most anxious for the 
passing of this measure can arrive at a satisfactory conclusion, far 
more trouble should be taken to find out what the views and opinions 
of women are with regard to this question. My hon. friend, the 
member for South Islington (Sir A. Rollit) introduced this Bill in a 
most moderate and fair speech, bringing forward all those arguments 
which lay within his reach, and stating many things which are no 
doubt absolutely correct, but at the same time leaving out a great 
number of things that he should have introduced. I will ask the 
House whether, supposing this Bill, which is called a moderate 
measure, is passed into law, they think they are going to stop there; 
and whether, having started the ball rolling, they will not find it 
increases its pace ; and whether, before very long, we shall not only- 
have all the widows and spinsters with votes, but whether we shall 
not find married women asking to have votes also, especially those 
with property ? And when we get there, what will be the next 
thing? We have a right to look ahead, and not be guided by 
present circumstances alone. Our bounden duty is to see what the 
eventual consequences of a measure of this kind will be. Manhood 
suffrage may, and very likely will, be given at some future time, and 
we shall then find, in the case of this Bill being passed, that woman
hood suffrage cannot be neglected. The result would be more 
women voters than men voters, and I should like to ask the House 
what the position of this great country would be if placed in that 
peculiar position ? Well, Sir, I for one, feel strongly on this question. 
I have talked to many ladies about it. I may also say I have taken 
part in nearly every division upon the question. I am sorry to see 
that my right hon. and learned friend the member for Bury (Sir H. 
James) has gone out, because I was going to say that I have never 
listened to speeches that have impressed me more than the speeches 
of my right hon. and learned friend. He has clearly pointed out 
that there is something far beyond what is contained in this small 
Bill now before us, and the difficulties and responsibilities of citizen
ship which a woman will acquire if she gets the franchise. What I 



should like to ask the House is, How can she perform all the duties 
and bear all the responsibilities men are called upon to undertake ? 
I will venture to say that such can never be the case. Another thing 
I should like to point out is that those who feel that woman, having 
got the franchise, would not advocate coming into this House, are 
miserably mistaken, and even you, Mr. Speaker, might have an 
opponent in a lady, supposing women were admitted to this House. 
And I will venture to say that we should infinitely prefer to have one 
with your sound judgment and unbiased mind, and one whom we can 
most thoroughly trust. Although there may be some women 
masculine in all their ways, yet the majority of women—those loving 
and sympathetic women whom we all so much respect and admire— 
we have to protect, and I, for one, will not place upon them a burden 
they are unfit and unable to bear. I have said that womanhood 
suffrage will be asked for if manhood suffrage is given. Look at the 
meeting held last night. A resolution was put forward there calling 
what is proposed to be granted by the Bill now before the House 
class legislation, and asking that it should be extended and that 
every woman should have a vote. Well, so long as I feel I am in 
the right, and that I am acting in the best interests of the country, 
I will never pander to these views from whomsoever they may come, 
and whatever form the Bill introducing them may take. I am afraid 
I am speaking strongly upon this question, but my excuse is that I 
feel strongly upon it. I am not going to detain the House at any 
great length, but I may say that I read with the greatest interest the 
letter of the right hon. gentleman the member for Midlothian (Mr. 
AV. E. Gladstone), and I will take the liberty of reading one par
ticular paragraph of that letter, because I think it is one we should 
bear in mind in considering this great question. The right hon. 
gentleman says—

" There are very special reasons for circumspection in this paiticular 
case. There has never, within my knowledge, been a case in which the 
franchise has been extended to a large body of persons generally indifferent 
about receiving it. But here, in addition to a widespread indifference, 
there is on the part of large numbers of women who have considered the 
matter for themselves the most positive objection and strong disapproba
tion. Is it not clear to every unbiased mind that before forcing on them 
what they conceive to be a fundamental change in their whole social 
function, that is to say, in their Providential calling, at least it should be 
ascertained that the womanly mind of the country, at present so largely 
strange to the subject, is in overwhelming proportion, and with deliberate 
purpose, set upon securing it ?”

I will venture to say that my hon. friend (Mr. S. Smith) who moved 
the rejection of this Bill was absolutely correct in stating that a 
large proportion of the women of this country are against receiving the 
franchise. Well, let us look for a moment at one point which has 
never been mentioned, but which I hope will be carefully considered. 
You are going to put women in antagonism with men. That is a very 

serious question to be borne in mind. You are going to put them in a 
relation of life which we have been taught should never exist. They 
are going to be put in the position of men, and very likely, if the wife 
is of a different opinion from her husband, the most unpleasant con
sequences may ensue in that particular family. In this House you 
shut the ladies up with a grill before them, and do not allow them to 
look at you if it can be helped, in order that your attention should not 
be distracted. Do you suppose for a moment that if the ladies got the 
vote they would not claim to be, hi the other gallery, and indeed in 
every part of the House where strangers are now allowed to sit ? These 
are small considerations for the moment, but they are considerations 
that deserve serious thought. But, Sir, there is something much more 
important than this. I should like to ask the House whether they 
think women would be the most fitting persons to manage this great 
Empire in times of danger, of anxiety, of panic, and of trouble of all 
sorts. Well, I will only say that, as far as I can judge, it would be 
most unwise, and a terrible thing to place them in that position. The 
real question before us does not require to be elaborated by me. It has 
been well elaborated by my hon. friend who moved the rejection of 
this Bill. It will be unfair of me to go too much into this question, as 
there are many who wish to speak upon it, but there are three con
siderations which I think I might mention. The first is the social 
question, and I will venture to say this is the most important matter 
foi every member of this House to consider. Whether it will be for 
the happiness of women to have all the privileges some are asking for 
is not for me to say. But this much I will say : What would you think 
of a woman—and we all know there are women of that class who 
would leave their families and all they hold most dear and . sacred and 
go into the public arena, and make speeches, and take part in questions 
about which, perhaps, they know little or nothing ? The second con
sideration is the Parliamentary question. Tn at I certainly need not go 
into; but, believe me, they will never be satisfied if they do not have 
all the privileges we men now enjoy as members of this House. . But 
there is something beyond that, and that is the great constitutional 
question ; and looking at that question as a whole, I say what can be 
more unwise than to place the future destinies of this country in their 
hands ? The hon. Member (Mr. S. Smith) has said that with woman
hood suffrage and manhood suffrage there would be 10,500,000 women 
with votes, as against only 9,500,000 of men voters. I will ask the 
House to consider what position this country would be in if at any 
great crisis, with, perhaps, peace and war trembling in the balance, we 
had to depend upon the vote of the women of this country. Well, Sir, 
I will not go any further into this question. I should like, however, 
to say that, taking women as a whole, we all know and acknowledge 
the useful work they are doing from one end of England to the other. 
Talking of that useful work, I am reminded of a story which I think I 
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may mention, the lady being in favour of the Bill. A very pretty 
widow lady wrote to a member of this House, and she said_  ‘

" I cannot sit down and knit, and I do not like visiting the poor. I 
must do something, and, I think, therefore, your Bill will be a great help 
to me; and I should like to enter into that sort of life if this Bill will give 
me the opportunity.” 8.

That, I believe, is not the view of the large majority of the women 
of this country. They have other duties to perform, and they know it 
and they perform them to the satisfaction of those to whom they are 
united. All I can say is that if you pass this Bill you will place 
women in a position for which they are unfitted, and I believe the 
effect would be most mischievous to women themselves.

Amendment proposed, to leave out the word 
end of the question to add the words « 
(Mr. S. Smith.)

now,” and at the
upon this day six months.”_
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Question proposed, " That the word ‘ now ’ stand part of the 
question.”

Mr. Woodall (Hanley) : Those who, like myself, have had any 
responsibility for the Parliamentary conduct of this question, must feel 
that great service has been rendered to it to-day by the very admirable 
manner in which it has been presented to the House by the hon 
member for South Islington (Sir A. Rollit). I offer him that acknow
ledgment the more readily, because, as he knows perfectly well, I have 
myself felt that after the disastrous defeat last session, and because of 
the fact that this moribund Parliament is on the eve of dissolution, the 
raising of the question at the present moment is so inopportune that I 
declined to take the responsibility of it. But as the question has been 
raised I shall have no hesitation in following my hon. friend into the 
lobby in support of the second reading. We are confronted by an 
extraordinary combination of forces against this Bill, and I cannot but 
feel that this is an acknowledgment of the meritorious position which 
has been reached, and as a testimony for which, perhaps, we ought to 
be most grateful that we have passed out of the region of abstract 
discussion, and that the question is now recognised by all parties 
concerned as a measure of practical politics. We have been reminded 
to-day of divisions and dissensions in the ranks of the supporters of 
woman suffrage, and reference has been more than once made to a 
particular meeting last night. I regret exceedingly that anything 
should have occurred to give force to the argument of dissension - but 
if we recollect previous movements for the enfranchisement of the 
people, I think it will be remembered that they have all been accom
panied by trouble of a similar kind. Those of us who can remember the 
struggles for household suffrage, know how we were then hampered and 
our task made infinitely more difficult by the more extreme advocates 
of universal suffrage. I regard the Bill now before the House as 
excellently devised; amongst other reasons, from the fact that it is

another step towards a universal register. In the making up of an 
ordinary register women are left on for local purposes, and subsequently 
eliminated from the register for Parliamentary purposes; and I say that 
in that respect, as in many others, my hon. friend has been happy in the 
form in which he has drafted this Bill. We have listened to an 
extremely interesting speech from the hon. member for Flintshire (Mr. 
S. Smith), in the course of which he protested that it was unwise to 
prophesy; but surely no speech has ever been delivered in this House 
which was so ’ full of prophecy and of dolorous prediction, and three 
times he warned us against taking a leap in the dark. As I listened to 
him it appeared as if he had been living for some time past upon the 
literature of the discussions on former measures of enfranchisement. 
The measure conferring the franchise upon the working men in the 
boroughs was opposed on both sides of the House. It was opposed on 
one side by the extreme friends of manhood suffrage because it did not 
go far enough ; and by those who feared the measure and disliked it, it 
was opposed in the same sense in which my hon. friend has spoken to
day as an indication of the danger of the thin edge of the wedge, as a 
step in the direction of manhood suffrage, from which I think we are as 
far off to-day as we were then. In the speech of the hon. baronet who 
preceded me the arguments against this measure were stated with great 
force; but I am bound to say, with all respect, that none of these 
arguments are new. We are told, for instance, that many women would 
protest against a measure which would expose them to some incon
venience. My hon. friend reminded the House that in the discussion, 
with regard to the abolition of slavery it was contended that the negroes 
themselves did not desire the liberty which it was proposed to give 
them; and I think I can recollect the fact that when the proposals were 
made to confer the franchise upon the agricultural labourers we were 
assured over and over again that the franchise was undesirable and 
undesired by them. But we say that there are a large number of 
women who do desire it, who have petitioned for it, and have given 
every conceivable testimony of the earnestness of their desire ; and 
why should they be denied that which we insist is right, because a 
certain number of others, to whom the privilege will be given, 
are indifferent or hostile? The women in whose interests we are 
speaking to-day might very well plead that they are not excused 
from any of the obligations of citizenship which they are capable 
of performing. We are warned not to intrude upon the delicacy 
and purity and refinement of women’s lives. But when these 
arguments are used, it should be remembered how very large a 
proportion of women citizens have to struggle for their maintenance, 
to work for their livelihood, to labour under conditions of extreme 
hardship ; they work even in factories, and they are forming associations 
and combinations very much as men do for the bettering of their con
dition and improvement of their remuneration. I was astonished to 
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may mention, the lady being in favour of the Bill. A very pretty- 
widow lady wrote to a member of this House, and she said—

“I cannot sit down and knit, and I do not like visiting the poor. I 
must do something, and, I think, therefore, your Bill will be a great help 
to me; and I should like to enter into that sort of life if this Bill will give 
me the opportunity.”

That, I believe, is not the view of the large majority of the women 
of this country. They have other duties to perform, and they know it 
and they perform them to the satisfaction of those to whom they are 
united. All I can say is that if you pass this Bill you will place 
women in a position for which they are unfitted, and I believe the 
effect would be most mischievous to women themselves.

Amendment proposed, to leave out the word " now,” and at the 
end of the question to add the words “upon this day six months ”_  
(Mr. S. Smith.)

Question proposed, "That the word ‘now’ stand part of the 
question.”

Mr. Woodall (Hanley) : Those who, like myself, have had any 
responsibility for the Parliamentary conduct of this question, must feel 
that great service has been rendered to it to-day by the very admirable 
manner in which it has been presented to the House by the hon. 
member for South Islington (Sir A. Rollit). I offer him that acknow
ledgment the more readily, because, as he knows perfectly well, I have 
myself felt that after the disastrous defeat last session, and because of 
the fact that this moribund Parliament is on the eve of dissolution, the 
raising of the question at the present moment is so inopportune that I 
declined to take the responsibility of it. But as the question has been 
raised I shall have no hesitation in following my hon. friend into the 
lobby in support of the second reading. We are confronted by an 
extraordinary combination of forces against this Bill, and I cannot but 
feel that this is an acknowledgment of the meritorious position which 
has been reached, and as a testimony for which, perhaps, we ought to 
be most grateful that we have passed out of the region of abstract 
discussion, and that the question is now recognised by all parties 
concerned its a measure of practical politics. We have been reminded 
to-day of divisions and dissensions in the ranks of the supporters of 
woman suffrage, and reference has been more than once made to a 
particular meeting last night. I regret exceedingly that anything 
should have occurred to give force to the argument of dissension • but 
if we recollect previous movements for the enfranchisement of the 
people, I think it will be remembered that they have all been accom
panied by trouble of a similar kind. Those of us who can remember the 
struggles for household suffrage, know how we were then hampered and 
our task made infinitely more difficult by the more extreme advocates 
of universal suffrage. I regard the Bill now before the House as 
excellently devised; amongst other reasons, from the fact that it is 

another step towards a universal register. In the making up of an 
ordinary register women are left on for local purposes, and subsequently 
eliminated from the register for Parliamentary purposes; and I say that 
in that respect, as in many others, my hon. friend has been happy in the 
form in which he has drafted this Bill. We have listened to an 
extremely interesting speech from the hon. member for Flintshire (Mr. 
S. Smith), in'the course of which he protested that it was unwise to 
prophesy; but surely no speech has ever been delivered in this House 
which was so ’ full of prophecy and of dolorous prediction, and three 
times he warned us against taking a leap in the dark. As I listened to 
him it appeared as if he had been living for some time past upon the 
literature of the discussions on former measures of enfranchisement. 
The measure conferring the franchise upon the working men in the 
boroughs was opposed on both sides of the House. It was opposed on 
one side by the extreme friends of manhood suffrage because it did not 
go far enough; and by those who feared the measure and disliked it, it 
was opposed in the same sense in which my hon. friend has spoken to
day as an indication of the danger of the thin edge of the wedge, as a 
step in the direction of manhood suffrage, from which I think we are as 
far off to-day as we were then. In the speech of the hon. baronet who 
preceded mo the arguments against this measure were stated with great 
force; but I am bound to say, with all respect, that none of these 
arguments are new. We are told, for instance, that many women would 
protest against a measure which would expose them to some incon
venience. My hon. friend reminded the House that in the discussion 
with regard to the abolition of slavery it was contended that the negroes 
themselves did not desire the liberty which it was proposed to give 
them; and I think I can recollect the fact that when the proposals were 
made to confer the franchise upon the agricultural labourers we were 
assured over and over again, that the franchise was undesirable and 
undesired by them. But we say that there are a large number of 
women who do desire it, who have petitioned for it, and have given 
every conceivable testimony of the earnestness of their desire ; and 
why should they be denied that which we insist is right, because a 
certain number of others, to whom the privilege will be given, 
are indifferent or hostile ? The women in whose interests we are 
speaking to-day might very well plead that they are not excused 
from any of the obligations of citizenship which they are capable 
of performing. We are warned not to intrude upon the delicacy 
and purity and refinement of women’s lives. But when these 
arguments are used, it should be remembered how very large a 
proportion of women citizens have to struggle for their maintenance, 
to work for their livelihood, to labour under conditions of extreme 
hardship ; they work even in factories, and they are forming associations 
and combinations very much as men do for the bettering of their con
dition and improvement of their remuneration. I was astonished to
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hear the -terms in which my hon. friend spoke in his reference to Mrs. 
Fawcett, who combated the assertion that what St. Paul wrote in his 
own day is of equal force now, and whose chief contention was against 
the apparent preference of the Apostle for celibacy as more honourable 
than marriage. I wish it were not inconvenient to submit some of the 
passages Mrs. Fawcett wrote ; but perhaps it is sufficient that attention 
has been called to one of the most admirable and able arguments ever 
put forward on this question, and I venture to think that Mrs. Fawcett’s 
contention is much stronger and much more practical than that of my 
hon. friend. Amongst other things, St. Paul would not suffer women 
to teach. We have a large army of women workers who are invaluable 
in our educational work. We find that women are handicapped su 
every form of industry, in the matter of wages and remuneration. We 
find their access to the professions impeded by unfair conditions. They 
have been deprived and defrauded of their fair share of educational 
privileges and emoluments ; and, in truth, what the right hon. gentle
man the member for Midlothian (Mr. W. E. Gladstone) said twenty 
years ago is nearly as true to-day, that Parliament has dealt with women 
with less than justice. One of the advantages of the motion now before 
the House is that it proposes to confer the franchise upon a class of 
electors who have gone through an apprenticeship. They certainly 
cannot be considered inexperienced, and yet I may recall the fact to the 
House that when we extended the franchise to the Irish cottiers and the 
agricultural labourers we gave the vote to a class who had had no 
experience at all in local voting. But here, on the other hand, we have 
the advantage of a trained electorate who have been in the habit for a 
number of years of going steadily, even annually, to the poll, and who 
probably know the way of marking their paper as well as any of 
their male friends. The right lion, gentleman the member for 
Midlothian, in a speech he made in 1870 or 1871, admitted that if the 
ballot should be adopted by Parliament it would remove one of the 
most serious difficulties in the way of women taking part in popular 
elections. I venture to think that our experience of the Ballot Act is 
that it has introduced a quieter method of taking votes, and that it has 
fulfilled the expectations which were formed of it. The irony of the 
situation is that while so many hon. members hesitate to confer the 
vote upon women they are willing to have them associated with them in 
the rough work of political contests, acting on electoral committees, 
undertaking the work of canvassing, and persuading men how they are 
to vote, and in the course of which women have displayed the very 
highest kind of political acumen, almost amounting to that of professional 
experts. I shall be very sorry to find, in such a division as that we 
shall take to-day, the members of my own political party less strong in 
support of this measure than those who sit on the other side of the 
House. It has always been to the great honour of the Liberal party to 
have initiated measures of enfranchisement; and recalling as we do the 

enormous advances which have been made in that direction, I confess 
it is a great dissapointment that we have not the advantage of the con
currence and vote of the member for Midlothian. Some of my friends 
seem to be alarmed at the zeal with which certain hon. gentlemen 
opposite are supporting this particular measure of enfranchisement. 
I can only say, however, that I cannot reproach hon. gentlemen opposite 
who may not be in the abstract in favour of the measure for supporting 
what they think may give them a tactical advantage, any more than I 
can approve hon. members behind me who believe in the justice of the 
claim, but hesitate to grant it because it may possibly work against 
them. We admit that a considerable number of the women who would 
be enfranchised under this Bill have not yet been trained in practical 
politics; they are still in that respect only the equals of a very large 
number of the early voters, and in a large degree also of those who have 
been most recently enfranchised. I should like to ask those hon. 
members who say that women do not desire a vote what has been the 
experience of the use made by women of the vote in municipal affairs ? 
We find that they vote in something like the same proportion as the 
male voters. Some of my friends fear that the votes of women would 
be given against them ; but cases can be quoted in many parts of the 
country where the Parliamentary representative, for whom the women 
do not vote, is Conservative, whilst the local councils are largely 
Liberal. When one comes to analyse the great programme of Liberal 
measures on which the Liberal party is now addressing itself to the 
country, I cannot but feel that many of those measures of social reform, 
such as the improvement of the dwellings of the poor, temperance 
reform, education, and the incidence of taxation, are questions which 
appeal directly to women; and we shall have in them, when the time 
comes, invaluable allies in forwarding the progress of these measures. 
We are asking for this Bill for women themselves, not only in order that 
they may profit by it as the industrial classes and the agricultural 
labourers have done by the redressing of their grievances through pos
sessing the franchise, but also we claim it for them because it would be 
an advantage to the whole community and to the best interests of 
humanity.

Mr. BRYCE (Aberdeen, S.) : I am very reluctant to address the 
House, but the question is one of so much gravity that I feel bound 
to state the reasons for the opinions that I hold. Those opinions are 
far from being hostile to the claims of women to the fullest social 
equality and the freest entrance into all professions and occupations. 
Perhaps the House will permit me, in order to justify my own 
position, to say that it is more than 25 years since I began to work in the 
cause of women’s education. I laboured for some years on behalf of 
the Married Women’s Property Act; I had charge for three years of 
the Bill which ultimately became an Act for extending the rights of 
women to the guardianship of their children, and I have always 
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advocated the claims of women to a much larger share of educational 
endowment in connection with, schools and Universities. I should 
like to say that I do not at all associate myself with, a good many of 
the arguments which are used against this measure, and I will say 
that I think the question whether the same number of women attain 
to as high, intellectual excellence as men has nothing to do with the 
matter. I believe the intellectual capabilities of women are amply 
sufficient to put them for purposes of elections on a level with men. 
I am far from denying that there are many women fit for the 
franchise. Again, I desire altogether to repudiate the notion that 
this question cannot be viewed apart from party consequences. If 
women have the franchise it must be given them as a measure of 
justice, irrespective of whether they will vote for Liberals or Tories. 
We must deal with this question rather more from the political than 
from the social point of view. It is the political interests of the 
country that we have to study. My first objection to the proposal is 
that women do not want the franchise. I am well aware that there 
are a good many ladies, active politicians, who do desire it. Some of 
them desire it because they think it will further political or social 
objects they have at heart—the cause of temperance for instance. 
Others go further, and look upon it as a step towards complete 
equality in all things. One lady went so far in conversation with a 
friend of mirin as to say that what we want is to get rid of the 
English idea of a home. That is a very extreme expression, and I 
have no doubt goes far beyond the ideas of the advocates of this 
measure. But, as far as our own observation goes, I think the 
women who desire the franchise are a very small minority of the 
women of the country. We know that petitions have been presented 
in favour of this measure, but how many women would be entitled 
to the franchise ? We are dealing now with the enfranchisement of 
all the women of England, which is more than is contemplated by 
this measure. At present I suppose there are about eleven millions 
of women of mature age in this country who would be entitled tu the 
franchise if we came down to womanhood suffrage. What proportion 
of these have petitioned this House ? The percentage could hardly 
be expressed without going into decimal fractions. Let us take our 
own personal knowledge, because that is, after all, the only test we 
can apply to the matter. Let any hon. member ask himself, out of 
those ladies whom he knows, how many are in favour of receiving the 
franchise, and I do not think he will find the number to be more 
than one in five ; and I appeal in aid of my argument to the very 
remarkable protest published a few years ago in one of the monthly 
magazines, in which there appeared a number of names of women 
eminently intellectual, which, I think, far outweighs the authority, 
high as it is, of the intellectual women ■brought to bear on behalf of 
the proposition. Why did these women object to it ? Because they 
thought it would injure their own position. No proof has been given 

that it will either benefit women or benefit the State. It is not for 
us to prove that the measure would work ill; it is for the supporters 
of the measure to prove that it would work some good; and that, I 
contend, they have utterly failed to do. I have listened to the 
arguments that have been used in support of the measure, and I find 
no sufficient ground except the appeal to the fact that women have 
already exercised the franchise on local affairs without injury to the 
community. But it is not alleged by my hon. friend that they have 
exercised the franchise either with any benefit to the community or 
to themselves. What are the grounds upon which the franchise has 
usually been extended? They are mainly two. One was that the 
Constitution would be stronger and the Government more stable if 
we included the largest possible number of citizens within the 
boundaries of the Constitution. Nobody argues now that our policy- 
will be any more firmly based if women were admitted to the 
Parliamentary franchise, or that there is any substantial discontent in 
connection with an existing disability on the part of women. 
Therefore, we may dismiss that at once. The other argument is that 
the interests of no class will be properly enforced and secured by 
legislation unless that class is represented. I take it, on the whole, 
that this is the strongest fact which is advanced by those who are in 
favour of the change; but my objection is that it rests upon the 
fallacy of assuming that women are a class. Women are not a class. 
Who are the women of this country ? They are our mothers, our 
sisters, and our wives. They are not a class, but are members of the 
class to which their husbands, brothers, and sons belong, and their 
interests are the same. I think there has been some confusion in 
this matter. My hon. friend referred just now to the agricultural 
labourers ; they are a class indeed. They had interests which were 
not the same, and were generally supposed to be opposed to the 
interests of the farmers and the interests of the landlords; and no 
one can doubt that the interests of the agricultural labourers have 
been more carefully regarded by this Parliament than by any previous 
Parliament, because the labourers now have votes. But the wives 
and daughters and sisters of agricultural labourers do not form a 
distinct class, but are part of the same class. Whatever class you 
take, you will find that the interests of the women belonging to that 
class are substantially the same as the interests of the men. There 
is no such, antagonism between men and women in this or any other 
country as makes women a distinct class. I may be told that there 
is some unjust legislation applied to women in which, their interests 
being divergent, the interests of women would be better looked 
after if they had the franchise. How much unjnst legislation, 
is there conceived in the interests of men as against the interests 
of women ? There was a Bill before the House last night for 
making the English Law of Divorce the same as that of Scotland by 
establishing equality between the offences of men and women. I
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voted for that Bill, and I hope it will be passed. I conceive that 
some people will represent that as a case where the interests of men 
are opposed to those of women. I do not think it raises that issue. 
Questions of divorce are of the utmost possible difficulty, and are 
questions in which the interests of the whole community are involved 
and they must not be considered as questions between men and 
women, and I do not believe Parliament looked upon them in that 
light. In Scotland that rule has existed for 300 years, because the 
people believed it to be the fairest and most just law. Doubtless 
there is much to be said against the Divorce Law of the United States, 
but they have equality between men and women; and in no part of 
the United States, except Wyoming, do women enjoy the franchise. 
Therefore, it is not necessary for women to have the franchise to 
enjoy equal laws. There are other cognate questions, but when they 
are looked into as a whole they will be found to depend not on the 
antagonism of men and women, but on social questions of great 
difficulty on which the most ardent friends of women may hold very 
different opinions. Then there are some restrictions on the labour of 
women which do not apply to men, and some hon. members complain 
bitterly on the restrictions imposed by legislation on the labour of 
women, and that they have no voice in determining these restrictions. 
But these restrictions are not imposed in the interests of men as 
against women, but in the interests of women themselves, and the 
feeling of women is divided upon them. So on the point you are not 
entitled to say that women are a class who require special represen
tation. It is said that in some industrial matters women are exposod 
to greater disadvantages than men; they get lower wages in some 
trades, and the men’s trade unions have shown themselves hostile to and 
have oppressed the women’s trade unions. I sincerely regret that, but 
these are matters which legislation cannot deal with ; they depend upon 
the supply of labour and the amount of competition there is. I doubt, 
Mr. Speaker, if any considerable grievance is left which can bo pointed 
to as a grievanec between men and women which the political power of 
women is required to remedy. Those who rest their case on this 
point entirely ignore what has been done done for women during the 
last 25 years. We have had the Married Women’s Property Act, the 
Guardianship of Infants Act—not in so complete a form as I should 
like, being a believer in the absolute equality of the rights of father 
and mother yet in a form to remove four-fifths of the grievances 
under which they suffered. They have a large share of endowments ; 
they have been admitted to the teaching at the Universities; they 
are making their way in the professions, and their trades unions 
ar s making good. their position in another direction. When reviewing 
what has been done in 25 years without the suffrage, I have great 
confidence that women will get the further privileges and. advantages 
they desire without legislative power, and that the good, feeling, 
justice and sympathy which has helped them before will in the future 

have their perfect work. It is said that women would be socially 
elevated if engaged in political work with men. That is the opinion 
of my hon. friend, but others hold a different opinion, and neither he 
nor I can prove it. So far from believing that women will benefit 
by politics, or politics be benefited by them, I believe politics will do 
them more harm than good. Political work is exposed to serious 
temptations, and there are certain things in the constitution of women 
which make them more liable to succumb to those temptations than 
men. I do not lay stress on that part of the argument; but if I am 
asked to state my opinion, I believe that the participation of women 
in voting’, and that which must follow voting1—sitting in this House, 
and; the participation in all the active work of governing—will ulti
mately lead to a revolution in the social relations of the two sexes 
which will be not only momentous, but, so far as we can see, 
disastrous. I come now to the last ground on which I object 
to this Bill. It is a very bold experiment. It is recom m en d ed 
by certain abstract theories, by certain shadowy notions of benefits 
to be conferred on women politically, morally and socially, by giving 
them a share in the political work of men. I notice that th© com m on 
argument used is, Why not? We want something better than a 
“ Why not ” in this matter; we want a positive reason. All reforms 
in the franchise have been introduced to remedy or cure some existing 
defect in our system, and we have been able to apportion the change 
we made to the cure we desired to effect. Here we are asked to make 
this great change on pure abstract theory. There is nothing more 
pernicious in politics than abstract doctrine, and no worse habit can a 
country contract than that of yielding to abstract doctrine. Why 
should we make such an experiment, which can have no other effect 
than to double our constituencies ? This little Bill only proposes to 
admit about a million women, but we know perfectly well the matter 
cannot stop there. Many ladies object to the Bill because it refuses 
the franchise to married women. Why should marriage be made a 
reason for not granting it ? The enfranchisement of all women was 
supported by strong and even physical arguments at St. James’s Hall 
last night. Shall we not be asked in any future extension of the 
franchise to men to extend it in like manner to women ? We are 
within measurable distance of manhood suffrage, and I say that for 
this reason neither party in the State is much concerned to oppose it; 
nobody can tell which party may be benefited by it, and it is as likely 
as not to come from the party opposite as from the party to which I 
belong. I ask the House to assume that we are within measurable 
distance of manhood suffrage, and I submit that if you concede that 
you cannot refuse womanhood suffrage also. The distinction between 
the suffrage of men as men and the suffrage of women as women is a 
clear and well-marked distinction, and rests on rational grounds. 
It we once admit the principle of women suffrage at all, we put 
ourselves on an inclined plane on which there is no stopping until we
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are landed in universal suffrage—manhood and womanhood alike. If I 
were asked whether I think worn an suffrage would work well,and whether 
the eleven million adult women in this country—including, of course, 
domestic servants, who in some London constituencies would form the 
majority of the voters—are fitted for the franchise, I should reply to 
the question with an unqualified negative. I should say that in every- 
class of the community women know less about politics than men do; 
and whatever class of the community my hon. friend looks to, he will 
find that the women are immeasurably behind the men in political 
knowledge and interest. This is no disparagement of women; it 
results from the circumstances of their lives, in which circum
stances the interests of their lives are profoundly bound up. How 
many of the ladies in our own circles are in the habit of reading the 
political intelligence in the newspapers, or of going to public meetings ? 
We can in this way see the difference between the political capacity 
of men in any given class and. the present political capacity of women 
in the same class. I may be told that the franchise will be an 
education, and that women will rise to the functions given to them. 
I think that argument has been pushed too far, and I could show 
instances in which it has completely broken down. Let that edu
cation make some progress before we try the experiment. The argu
ments I have put forward must have some weight, because they are 
found to prevail in all democratic parts of the world. There are other 
countries more democratic than ourselves ; there is Switzerland, why 
does she not try it ? Why does not democratic France try it ? Our 
Colonies are democratic in the highest degree: why do they not try 
it ? In any of the 44 States of America where there is the most 
unlimited facility for trying experiments— why has not somebody been 
trying the experiment ? I shall probably be reminded of Wyoming. 
That is a very interesting little State; it has a population of 
60,000 spread over an area nearly double that of England, and 
the biggest town has only 9,000 inhabitants. Wyoming has 
adopted woman suffrage, but I do not think that example—which 
may be compared with. Ross and Cromartie—will have much 
weight with the House. There is another case more in point. 
The State of Washington had woman suffrage for about four years, 
but when it enacted its Constitution in 1889 it rejected woman 
suffrage by 35,000 to 16,000. Washington is a wealthy and flourish
ing State with, a population of 350,000, and I think that example will 
have more weight on one side than Wyoming will have on the other. 
I feel some little doubt as to prediction in this matter ; I do not 
associate myself with the predictions of my hon. friend, for the results 
in changes of this kind are often totally unlike those we expect. I 
think every memler of the House will admit that as experiment may 
probably result in the addition of eleven millions to the electorate it 
is a very large experiment, from which great results may be expected, 
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country. This is an experiment so large and bold. that it ought to be 
tried by some other country first. Lam bound to say we have made 
changes enough of late in the franchise. We enlarged it in lb67, 
and again in 1885 ; let us wait a little while before we make another 
change. There is, I believe, a very large and momentous change, 
which is dictated to us by the highest considerations of public policy, 
which we shall have to enter on in the next Parliament, and which 
will affect the Constitution of the three kingdoms. We have the 
prospect of a period of passionate controversy over these proposals of 
change; and I cannot think, with, this prospect before us, that this 
is a very happy time to embark on so bold an experiment. I will 
appeal even to those who are in favour of the proposal to let us wait 
until the weather is a little more settled before they ask us to launch 
out into an unknown sea.

Mr. Wyndham (Dover) : The lion, gentleman has dissociated him
self from the apocalyptic prophecies uttered by those who have preceded 
him in this debate. He does not join in the sheer terror with which 
the hon. member for Flintshire (Mr. S. Smith) views the possibility of 
the destinies of this country being governed by ladies who prefer serial 
novels to the works of Jeremy Bentham and Gibbon, of Juvenal and 
John Stuart Mill:—the rather strangely-assorted library which we are 
led to infer now guides the agricultural labourer in casting his vote. 
But at the end of his speech he was unable to refrain from adding a 
third, though a milder one, to the gloomy prognostications to which we 
have been treated this afternoon. If he does not fear to be governed 
by women he is desperately afraid of any further move in the direction 
of reform. We have been much interested in watching the faces of 
some of his colleagues while he preached the gospel of caution in 
sentences which, had the word peasant been substituted for the word 
woman, might well have been delivered in this House in 1832. The 
hon. gentleman addressed three arguments to the House. The third 
and last argument, to which I have just referred, was one of caution 
against any advance until somebody else had had the courage of their 
convictions. But I will leave that part of his speech. I do not see 
why on this occasion we should depart from the invariable usage of this 
House, and endeavour to frighten ourselves with the possible yet remote 
consequences of an action the immediate results of which we can gauge 
by reading this Bill. The second argument of the hon. gentleman was 
that the franchise would rather do harm than good to the women who 
receive it. That he delivered, I believe, as a pious opinion. Other 
speakers had told us that, though women may take the active interest 
they do in politics, for them to have the privilege of bringing their 
opinions to bear on candidates would in some strange way degrade 
them and do away with that refinement and purity which we are glad 
to think they now possess. That is a pious opinion, and a pious opinion 
it must always remain. Yet this we know, that in other spheres of 
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life—in hospital wards, for instance—women have shown a higher 
power than men to transcend the' brutalities and degradations of their 
surroundings. I cannot, therefore, doubt that conferring the franchise 
on women may tend more to sweeten and elevate the atmosphere 
of political life than to work any degradation to the women who 
will wield that power. The first argument of the hon. gentleman, 
and the one on which I wish more particularly to dwell, is that 
for this reform no such case of urgency or need has been made 
out as for every other reform which has preceded it. It is said 
that the fallacy under which we are labouring is that women are a class. 
We are told that in past times the franchise has always been extended 
to a class to add stability to the State, or to defend the recipients from 
injury, but that since women are not a class they will add no stability 
to the State, and do not need any special protection. In connection 
with that I noted one sentence about " the home.” The hon. gentle
man said it would imperil home life as understood in England, or 
quoted and deplored the sentiment of some lady who wished to see 
that home life materially altered. The hon. gentleman must be aware 
that a great many women have no home, and can have no home; that 
the whole status of women—whether we like it or not—is altered; 
that the daughters, as well as the sons, in many families, have to seek 
employment and to be independent of the protection of their male 
relatives, which 60 or 100 years ago was doubtless extended to them in 
every case. It is for these women we appeal. We believe they 
constitute a class, in need of protection, and will continue to do so, 
until the same political privileges are extended to women as men now 
enjoy. They are, indeed, a class labouring under special disabilities. 
Because the last Reform Act ostensibly gave a vote to every house
holder ; that was substantially the object of the right lion, gentleman 
the member for Midlothian (Mr. W. E. Gladstone), who introduced 
the Bill. But from these householders a class was excluded, the class 
of women householders, who were left without a vote. What we wish 
to do is to complete the right hon. gentleman’s measure ; to approach 
nearer to that ideal which was his ideal, for in the speech in which he 
introduced the Bill he said—" If we endeavour to attain an ideal 
franchise we may be led to giving women suffrage or minority repre
sentation.” So that the right hon. gentleman, when he contemplated 
an ideal franchise in 1884, contemplated a franchise providing for 
women suffrage and also, by the way, for the representation of 
minorities—why did he not then include women householders, as well 
as men householders 1 For a very good reason. He objected to what 
he called " deck-loading ” his Bill. He declared that to admit that 
reform then would but imperil the measure; but does anybody say now 
when the ship has been sailing safely for eight years, when the cargo 
has been securely stowed all that time, there is any danger in our 
rounding off and completing his scheme of franchise by removing the

disabilities which now lie upon women householders and upon women 
householders alone? What led the right hon. gentleman to select 
householders as, broadly speaking, the political unit in this country ? 
He did that because he laid it down that every citizen capable of using 
the vote for his own benefit and for the benefit of the country was 
entitled to have the vote ; and he said that the class of householders 
although they might exclude some persons who had that capacity at 
any rate would include very few who had not that capacity. There
fore, if women householders are to be excluded and other householders 
are to be maintained, it can only be because they are incapable of 
exercising the vote for their own benefit, and for the benefit of the 
country Why are they incapable? We have had some arguments 
advanced to prove that because women, at the last resource are 
possessed of Tess physical force than men, therefore they are not 
entitled to the vote. But physical force is not everything, even in 
the more ordinary and more obvious pursuits of life; and in such an 
elaborate and complicated function of society as the exercise of the 
franchise, physical force is nothing at all. Physical force, unless pr0- 
pe led by the emotions and directed by the mind, achieves nothing in 
politics; and even supposing the whole fabric of society were to 
crumble about our ears, physical force amid the wreck of civilization 
would still be of little avail unless so propelled and so directed. And 
therefore if we do not find that women stand on a lower level in moral 
and intellectual capacity we are not entitled to reject their claim on 
the ground that physically they are weaker than men. There is 
another argument or another assertion of the incapacity of women” 
namely,, that they jack judgment, that they are not such good judges 
of political questions as men are. Surely, when we use such mi 

argument we exaggerate not only the ability but the demands made upon the ability of our fellow voters in this country. It needs no 
Solon to vote for one man or the other when only two are pre
sented for choice; but letting that pass, even if a great quality of 
judgment were required, and even if women possessed less judgment 
than men that would not invalidate their claim to the vote, for the 
argument for every reform has been not so much to increase the 
power ° discernment, and to obtain a more accurate view from one 
standpoint, as to multiply the points of view. Then, in fine, we have 
only consider whether the point of view of these women who are 
independently earning their livelihood is a point of view which we can 
afford to ignore. That is the sole question left for us to answer • and 
in reply to that it has been argued that a great deal of legTsixeic has 
been passed for their benefit in recent years, and that they are pretty 
of those who were opposed to the extension of the franchise to the 
sgricultural labourers It was pointed out that the lot of English 
peasants was cast in happy places; and yet, now we are told that
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without allotments, small holdings, and free education, their lives will 
be no better than those of slaves. I think we must, on both sides, 
attribute this opening of our eyes in England to the fact that the 
labourer has been given a vote. Is it then not only possible, but 
probable, that if the women householders had a vote and obtained a 
voice for their sisters who are not householders, we should find, forth
with, even in the legislation which we so kindly introduced and passed 
on their behalf, that we had wounded their feelings, missed their true 
welfare, and lost by our self-satisfied neglect the guidance which we 
might have received at their hands ? I concede that no doubt the old 
ideal was a good one in its day. Undoubtedly the position of women 
in the home was not only tolerable but necessary at a time when the 
persons and property of women were not safe in England; just as the 
position of the serf was not only tolerable but perhaps necessary in the 
days of feudal anarchy when his life could only be protected by service
- ' But now that is changed in the case of women, as in the 

case of the peasant. Both having achieved liberty, and foregone 
protection as the price of subordination, demand the right to protect 
themselves. I hold it, therefore, certain that just as the abolition of 
feudalism in the relation of the lord to his vassal led at last, but led 
inevitably, to the enfranchisement of the labourers of England, so the 
abolition of feudalism in the relation of man and woman must inevitably 
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lead to the enfranchisement of women in this country.
Mr. Asquith (Fife, E.) : The House always listens with pleasure 

and instruction to the hon. member for Dover, and I think I may 
congratulate him on the present occasion upon having contributed in a 
very difficult case new arguments to a well-worn discussion. In the 
first place, the hon. gentleman informs us of what I for one certainly 
never imagined before, that his new zeal and that of many hon. 
gentlemen on the other side of the House who are going to support 
this Bill is due to the very disinterested desire to “roundoff” the 
system of enfranchisement introduced by the right hon. gentleman 
the member for Midlothian in 1884. I hope that the hon. gentleman 
and his friends will not allow their logical enthusiasm for the 
development of Liberal policy to evaporate at this point, but that when 
we present to the House some other consequences which, in our 
opinion, are much more legitimate deductions from the. principles of 
that measure of 1884—for instance, when a measure is introduced 
providing for « one man one vote" we shall be able to count on the 
hon. gentleman’s support. The other argument which the hon. 
gentleman used, and which, so far as I know, has not been anticipated, 
is that there are a very large number of women in this country, who 
are without homes—clerks, servants, and persons of that description • 
who therefore cannot be regarded as represented by the male relatives 
under whose protection they live, and for whom, and in whose interest, 
it is desirable to provide separate representation. But has the hon.
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gentleman read the Bill, in support of which the speech which we have 
just heard has been delivered ? If he has, he has no need to be 
reminded that, so far as the class he has mentioned are concerned, 
this Bill will not produce the least effect in the world. This Bill 
excludes from its operation every lodger; and I suppose that persons 
without homes who are pursuing their occupation, whether as clerks or 
servants, would certainly in 99 cases out of 100 fall within the category 
of lodgers. Therefore, whatever force there may be in that argument 
it is entirely irrelevant to the measure now before the House. I 
confess I think both the House and the country ought to be con
gratulated that they have at last got an opportunity for determining 
with precision, as the division to-day will enable us to do, whether 
this movement for the so-called enfranchisement of women has advanced 
or receded within the last ten years. Among all the social and political 
agitations of our time, it is a movement which has enjoyed, and does 
enjoy, exceptional advantages. It has been recommended to the 
country by names of great and just authority. It has been engineered 
and advertised with a skill and a pertinacity which show, to my mind 
at any rate, that we have among us at the present day women who 
even without the vote, can in that department of political activity teach 
us many lessons, and whom we can teach very little. And while I do 
not wish in the least to disparage the genuine enthusiasm which is felt 
in some quarters for this Bill and for kindred schemes, I am bound to 
add that, so far as I can form a judgment, it has been very largely 
accepted not from. conviction, but without mature examination or 
inquiry; in that spirit of flaccid fatalism by which people persuade 
themselves that a thing must come if only it is shouted for loud 
enongh, if only it drapes and clothes itself in a democratic disguise. ' I 
trust that, after this afternoon, we shall examine this question on its 
merits.. I observe in the press and in speeches which have been made 
by outside supporters of this movement that they are'approaching the 
division to-day with unusual heaviness of heart. They are lamenting 
and lamenting somewhat publicly, the backslidings and fallingsaway 
ot eminent persons who in bygone times used to vote for their Bill 
and even advocated actively their cause. They know their own tactics 
best - but I confess I should not have thought that that was the best way of recommending .their claims to the attention of the House and 
cne country. But 1 suppose, when yon have got no proselytes to boast 

‘ the only thing you can do is to denounce the perverts whom you 
nave lost—I say, when you have no proselytes to boast of. I must 
admit that I rather agree with my hon friend the member for 
Aberdeen that some of the arguments both for and against this measure 
were pitched in rather too high a key. So far from thinking that it

1 lead to fhe political millennium which has been described in such 
graceful and elaborate language by the hon. member for Dover I 
regard it, for reasons which I shall shortly state to the House, as upon

in



been no case hitherto in our constitutional experience where the franchise 
has been extended to a class without clear proof to demonstration being 
given that that class was, if not unanimously, at least in immensely 
preponderating numbers, and by an emphatic and clear voice demanding 
the boon that was to be offered. Now, what is the case in relation to 
women ? It is true that there are some of the best women who are 
strongly in favour of women’s suffrage. It is also true that there are 
some—I will not say a majority—of the best women who are strongly 
opposed to it. But as to the great mass of the sex, the only thing that 
can be asserted with truth is that they are watching with 
languid and imperturbable indifference the struggle for their 
own emancipation. Again, there has been no previous extension 
of the suffrage except where it has been capable of proof, and where 
it has been proved, that the class excluded, and whom it was sought to 
admit, are persons capable of performing, and actually performing, the 
duties, bearing the burdens, and liable to the calls of active citizenship. 
That was the case with the £10 occupier, and with the urban and rural 
householder. They were all men liable to be called upon in the last 
resort for the defence of their country. They were men to whom, 
before they got the franchise, most positions of public emolument and 
trust were already open. They were men for whom the duty and the 
burden of carrying out, and being actively responsible for, the policy 
and legislation of the country, existed, and who had no voice in direct
ing or deciding that policy. The hon. gentleman opposite has spoken 
with contempt of the argument derived from physical force. But in 
the last resort, not living in an ideal state of things, the sanction of the 
law is force; and the law which rests on the opinion of a majority of 
voices, but which cannot summon to its aid, in case of difficulty and 
danger', the active assistance of the physical force of the country—that 
is a law which is made to be broken, and for the performance of which 
there is no practical or adequate security. I say, therefore, that you 
are asking for the first time for the introduction into the constitution of 
a new and a privileged class. You are asking the House to give . 
women a vote and the power to count head for head with men in the 
making of laws, in the determining of policy, in the supervision of 
national administration; and yet, at the same time, you are not casting 
upon them—-because nature does not allow it—the burden which is cast 
upon every male citizen. I go now to a further point. I say that 
there is no case in which the franchise has been enlarged where it has 
not been shown that there was an actual grievance of which the 
excluded class had a right to complain. One of the worst effects of a 
limited suffrage has been its tendency to produce class legislation; and 
it can be shown to demonstration that every extension of the suffrage 
has led directly, as an almost immediate consequence, to the remedying 
of grievances and the redress of injustice, or to the opening out of new 
opportunities, in respect of the class which was then for the first time

the whole a mischievous and injurious scheme; but, on the other 
hand, I cannot associate myself with all the gloomy predictions which 
we hear from the hon. member for Flintshire and others, who seem to 
imagine that we are passing a measure which will lead to a complete and 
speedy disintegration of the social fabric. I believe that for some years 
its consequences would be slight and almost imperceptible. But we 
have got to consider and to deal, not with its immediate results, but 
its ultimate tendency. It is admitted that we have in this matter no 
relevant experience to guide us. There is no civilised country in the 
world, living mid nr conditions similar or even approximating to those 
which prevail in Great Britain, which has ever made the experiment of 
giving women the vote. As to the case dealt with by my hon. friend 
the member for Aberdeen, the solitary case of Wyoming in the western 
part of America, I need not repeat what has been already said by my 
hon. friend. It will be sufficient to point out that it is impossible to 
argue seriously from the experience of a rudimentary community, with 
a sparse population, thinly scattered over what they call in America 
« magnificent distances,” to the case of an ancient, complex, and highly 
organised society such as our own. Nor is more light to be gained 
from our experience of municipal elections. The women’s vote there 
may have done good or harm. There is no evidence upon which to 
pronounce an opinion one way or the other; and the reason for that is 
that the result has been infinitesimal, either for good or for harm. 
No doubt there is a great and growing interest in these municipal con
tests ; but we should be shutting our eyes to facts not to recognise that 
they are for the most part determined by local and personal considera
tions. The position of women voters in such contests is fundamentally 
different from what it would be if, through their instrumentality, an 
immense addition were made to the Parliamentary register, and if, when 
a great election was coming on, where every vote was a matter of almost 
national importance, this large body of untried and susceptible opinion 
were to be exposed to the influences, solicitation and pressure which 
cannot be withdrawn from a Parliamentary election. As we have no 
experience to guide us one way or the other, this change must be 
recommended on purely abstract grounds; and I do not think I am 
doing any injustice to the argument of the promoters of this Bill when 
I say that the main weight of their case rests on the assumption that 
in a democratic community such as ours, to exclude from the franchise 
any class of persons—especially persons who pay rates and possess 
property—is an indefensible anomaly, and a negation of the principle 
of popular representation. In other words, this Bill is recommended, 
as the hon. member for Dover has said, as the logical development and 
completion of previous extensions of the suffrage. That is a position 
which, in its length and breadth, I entirely traverse. I assert that, in 
many essential particulars, the present proposal differs from all other 
previous enlargements of the franchise. In the first place, there as
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admitted to electoral rights. It was so in 1832, when the £10 occupier 
was admitted. That led to the opening of the Municipal Corporations 
and to Free Trade. It was so in 1867, when the urban householder 
was admitted. That led to the scheme of national education. It has 
been still more conspicuous in the case of the last enlargement For 
there is no doubt that, but for the enfranchisement of the rural labourer, 
the country would never have heard of allotments or small holdings, or 
any part of that large and varied programme of social and agrarian 
reform which is to be spread before the eyes of the country voter at the 
next general election. I have taken these instances for the purpose of 
challenging any hon. member who may follow me to show that, in 
respect of sex, there is, or there has been for the last 30 years, a case of 
provable injustice in the legislation of the Imperial Parliament. The 
hon member for Aberdeen has dealt with the efforts of Parliament to 
put married and single women on the same footing in relation to con
tract and property, and to deal fairly between men and women with 
regard to the care of children. Is there any case now where the law 
weighs unfairly on women, and to which the attention of Parliament is 
not just as likely to be invoked successfully under the present suffrage 
as under a suffrage which would include women ? I do not believe that 
any such case can be cited. It is the framers of this half-hearted and 
illogical Bill who are going to introduce distinctions between women 
and women, and between men and women. They are creating distinc
tions between women and women because, whereas a Parliament of 
men have removed every distinction and disability with respect to 
contract and ownership of property as between married and 
single women, the movers of this Bill ask the House, to affirm 
that a woman is perfectly qualified and competent by intelligence and 
experience to exercise a vote ; but that the moment she approaches the 
altar she constructs for herself a disability which Parliament ought to 
recognise as thenceforward disqualifying her for a vote. That is not the 
only distinction; for while it is sought to enfranchise women for the 
particular and limited purpose of giving a Parliamentary vote, the 
movers of this Bill at the same time refuse to take the next step—a 
step which, if their premises are right, would logically follow—and give 
them the capacity to sit in Parliament and hold important offices in the 
State. As the right hon. gentleman the member for Midlothian has 
pointed out, there is to be a new class of voters, privileged in one sense, 
as taking no part in the execution of the law, but in another sense 
disabled, because, while they may vote, they may not sit in the House 
of Commons or hold any public office. Now, that is a state of anomalies 
and inequalities which no legislative body, in which male opinion 
predominates, would ever be guilty of putting on the Statute Book. 
The question has been asked with considerable force, or at any rate 
with great superficial plausibility,,whether the opponents of the Bill are 
prepared to assert that there are no women fit for the exercise of the 

franchise. They have been asked, by way of illustration, whether’ they 
will assert that a woman of genius like " George Eliot ” was unfit for 
the vote which was given to her butler and her footman. But 
legislation must be framed to deal not with exceptions and portents, but 
with average cases and normal conditions; and when this question of 
fitness is raised it is incumbent to realise oneself, and to remind others, 
that fitness is a relative term. We have not only to ask whether the 
average woman is fit for the franchise, but, if I may use such an 
expression, whether the franchise is fit for her I demur to the doctrine 
that women are unrepresented, or that they contribute nothing to our 
political life at the present moment. They contribute through their 
own appropriate agencies quite as much as men. do. They contribute to 
it imagination, insight, sympathy, a host of moral and intellectual 
qualities, which are impossible to analyse and difficult to classify, but 
all of which have this common property—that they operate by personal 
influence, and not by associated or representative action, and that their 
natural sphere is not the turmoil and dust of politics, but the circle of 
social and domestic life. I do not say that if this measure were passed 
women would cease to exercise that influence ; on the contrary, I believe 
they would still exercise it. But exactly, to the extent to which the 
temptations offered by this measure were operative, in that degree they 
would tend to draw women from the sphere in which they are really 
powerful, and transplant them to another, where they would play a 
subordinate, a secondary, and an inappropriate part. I have heard 
this measure recommended in the name of democracy. But it is not a 
democratic measure. The doctrine of democracy demands that we should 
equalise where inequality exists among things fundamentally alike, but 
not that we should identify where things are fundamentally unlike. 
The inequalities which democracy requires that we should fight against 
and remove are the unearned privileges and the artificial distinction 
which man has made, and which man can unmake. They are not those 
indeliable differences of faculty and function by which nature herself 
has given diversity and richness to human society.

Mr. Courtney (Cornwall, Bodmin) : My hon. and learned friend 
(Mr. Asquith) has made such, a very powerful speech that I feel 
considerable diffidence in rising to follow him ; and especially so, as I 
am aware there are others who desire to join in the debate. I will, 
however, briefly deal with one or two arguments lie has advanced. 
My hon. friend has said this will be an occasion for taking the 
measure of the progress of opinion on the subject dealt with, by 
the Bill, and he seemed.' already to congratulate himself that the 
division would show a dwindling force into its support. I do not 
inquire what result to the Bill the immediate decision may be. 
Whether it be for or against the second reading I shall receive the 
result with an equally unmoved temper, because I am persuaded 
that this measure, small as it is, is a part of the great movement 
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which, in spite of all the rallying of the opposition, is bound to 
persevere, bound to go on, and must very soon prevail. The hon. 
member for Fife (Mr. Asquith), referring to the extremely able 
speech of the hon. member for Dover (Mr. Wyndham), said that the 
hon. member advanced a new argument against the Bill. The hon. 
member for Dover referred to a large section of the women, popu
lation of this country who, in consequence of the alteration of 
economic and social conditions, are now themselves forced to earn 
their own living and are more or less self-dependent, and he argued 
that was a class whose interests at least deserved consideration, and 
were liable to be forgotten by this Imperial Parliament so long as 
women were not represented by this Parliament. But, says the 
hon. member for Fife, " this Bill does not enfranchise women of that 
character.” It is, however, a Bill which will undoubtedly enfranchise 
something like eight or nine hundred thousand women, most of them 
closely associated with the working women of whom I have spoken, 
and who will share their hopes, their fortunes, and know the 
particular wants of women, and the particular wants which require 
attention. It may be possible that not many of these working 
women who are self-dependent will get the franchise under this Bill, 
although I think there are more than the hon. member for Fife 
suspects; but this Bill if passed will establish the great principle 
that women not only economically and socially but politically must 
be regarded as persons who are more or less capable of self
dependence. And, the influence which already operates to a large 
extent will, from the political operation of the vote, still more.be 
strengthened and confirmed, so that woman in the future working 
out her own position and dependent upon her own exertions would 
fortify the Legislature and render it more responsible to her wants. 
It is said that women have no particular claim to protection at the 
hands of the Legislature. And it is curious to note that the class 
proposed to be enfranchised has always already received careful and 
full attention from the Legislature, but when it becomes enfranchised 
it is found that its members have a considerable right to ask attention 
which up to that time has been neglected. During the speech of my 
hon. and learned friend the member for Fife, and his argument about 
women, and still more during the speech of the hon. member for 
Flintshire (Mr. S. Smith), who fears the terrors of what will happen 
if eleven million women are admitted to the franchise, I was 
reminded of an incident which occurred in this House during the 
debate on the Household Suffrage Bill. Some member on the 
Conservative side dilated on the frightful consequences which would 
come if the working classes were admitted to the franchise en masse, 
and the right hon. member for Midlothian (Mr. W. E. Gladstone), 
animated by a just resentment of that kind of argument, said—

“ You talk of these persons as if they were wholly removed from us; 
as if they were persons who would vote against us. Are they not also our 
own flesh and blood ? ”

I venture to say of women—" Are they not also our own flesh and 
blood?” Have not they got some sort of interest in what we do, 
in the laws we proclaim; are they not interested as men are 
interested; and from that point of view, are we to assume with, the 
hon. member for Flintshire that the final effect of this movement, if 
now adopted, will be to enfranchise eleven million enemies ? It 
is said that women have no special merits, no special needs. But 
I would recommend for consideration the action of women in 
connection with the representative institutions they could influence. 
Why, Sir, experience of the action of women as electors in repre
sentative assemblies has shown that women are very keenly interested 
in the character and the conduct of the persons they choose, and they 
are very keenly interested, too, in the kind of social legislation which 
affects the happiness of the home, and affects the relations of the 
wage earner of the home. And who can doubt that if women do 
get the vote, even under the limited form of this Bill, there will be 
a considerable addition to the strength of the demand for temperance 
legislation. As to the needs of women, I have had some small 
experience as a member of the Labour Commission, which at least 
shows there are some wants of women which have not been hitherto 
attended to, and which I think would receive ampler attention, and 
more immediate attention, if women had an active voice in the 
Legislature. There is, for example, such a small matter as the 
inspection of factories. The mass of workers in the textile factories 
are women, not men; and they are universally agreed in their 
demand for women inspectors, and yet they do not get women 
inspectors to help them in any degree. I think if the Home 
Secretary had women voters at his back he would soon have to come 
to the House of Commons to ask for an increased inspectorate, and 
to allow women to inspect the conditions of work in our factories as 
well as men. Then there is the matter of educational endowment, 
which has also been referred to, and under which women have not 
had their fair share. There is also the question of the divorce laws, 
and. the subject of the custody of children still remains in a most 
incomplete form, inflicting great injury and injustice on the mother. 
For example, a husband may treat his wife so badly that it is im
possible for her to live with him, and,yet if the wife separates from 

he husband the latter has complete control of the children. This 
Bill is a very narrow and simple Bill. It proposes to declare this— 
that a woman already entitled to the municipal vote or county 
council vote should also be entitled to the Parliamentary vote. 
" Oh, said the hon. and learned member for Fife (Mr. Asquith), 

1 on are creating' a new class with, exemptions ; you do not give the 
vote to the married women.” We, however, take the situation as we 
find it. We do not cut out the married women at all. To ths 
women who have a vote we give a vote; and if the hon. member for
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Fife is so anxious to remove the disability of coverture there is no 
reason why he should not endeavour to do so. It is not we 
who have created the disability; we accept the disability simply 
as it stands, and we propose to extend the Parliamentary franchise 
in accordance with the conditions regulating the municipal 
franchise. I have said this is a very small measure in itself, but 
it is part of a great movement, which may be pregnant with im
portant consequences. If adopted it will initiate this principle— 
that woman is a citizen as well as man, and that woman, self- 
dependent, has the same right to be represented in this House as 
man. And, in that respect—aye, small as the matter is—-I accept it 
as one dictated by common-sense and the plain principles of justice, 
and supported by the experience we have had ; and whatever may be 
the ultimate consequences to which we are moving—I am not bold 
enough, to prophecy-—I am satisfied with. the movement itself. No 
doubt we have gone through an age of the emancipation of women. 
From the time when men, in the plenitude of their strength, put to 
death the surplus female infants who were not wanted, because they 
were drags upon their action and limitation to their power, from 
that time to the present we have made great advances, and no doubt 
there are greater advances yet to be made. What may be the 
ultimate position of men and women in the society of two or three 
centuries hence I do not pretend to know. I am satisfied with this 
one step. This step is a simple one, and it is a just one. This one 
step is dictated io us by experience. This one step is recommended 
by the past. The future may take care of itself. This one step we 
are emboldened to take, because we see in it a step onward in the 
progress which has been made in the development of woman as a 
factor in our social system. I am, therefore, induced to give this Bill 
my support, and I hope the House will give it their support also 
when it goes to a division.

Sir H. James (Bury, Lancashire): It is some 21 years ago since I 
first took part in the discussion of a Bill somewhat similar to the one 
now before the House. Since then I have so often expressed my views 
upon the subject, that perhaps those who have followed the discussions 
on this question will feel I am unduly intruding myself upon their 
attention. But the sound of my right hon. friend’s voice has aroused 
me. He has recalled some struggles he and I have had on this subject 
before. Well, Sir, I admit the skill of his rhetoric and his power in 
debate have not afforded me many opportunities for answering him this 
evening. Yet, at the same time, there are some topics upon which an 
answer should be given. Mr. Speaker, my view is that my right lion. 
friend has misconceived the nature of this Bill. I did not enjoy the
opportunity of hearing the hon. gentleman (Sir" A. Rollit) who 
introduced this Bill, explain the strange and fantastic character of it, 
and the circumstances under which he felt justified in presenting it to 
this House. I have always understood that one of the principal 

rounds upon which this measure is based is that women shall be placed 
upon an equality with men. Some have said they support the Bill 
because men have been hostile to women. Both the grounds I believe
to be untenable. If the hon. gentleman who introduced the Bill is 
asking for the political equality of women with men, will he, in his 
reply, state why be shrank from approaching that subject ? My right 
hon friend says he supports the Bill in order that redress .for women’s 
grievances may be obtained. If so, why does he shrink from Parlia
mentary equality ? The attempted explanation of my right hon.. friend 
is one entirely devoid of logic. By this Bill it is sought to give to 
Parliamentary women—if I may use the term—a municipal franchise, 
while we retain to men the Parliamentary franchise. The municipal 
franchise proceeds on certain grounds. In dealing with municipal 
matters you have to deal essentially with the imposition of rates, and 
the application of those rates. Therefore, in the municipal franchise 
you have to deal wholly with a rateable franchise. You will not 
extend it beyond the rateable franchise. You will not allow the 40s. 
freeholder to vote in the municipality, nor will you allow the lodger 
franchise to be extended to the municipal voter, nor will you allow the 
service voter to vote for one and the same reason—that is, because 
they are not rated. Thus, when in 1888 the House had to deal with 
this question in the Local Government Bill, they always kept the dis
tinction clear between the Parliamentary voter and the municipal voter 
with a rating franchise. The promoters of this Bill, whilst extending 
the Parliamentary franchise to women, yet keep her within the muni
cipal rating area, and refuse to give her the 40s freehold vote, the 
lodger vote, or the service vote. You are thus erring exactly in the 
wrong direction. I listened just now to the eloquent language of the 
hon. member for Dover (Mr. Wyndham), who drew a picture of a 
lonely woman, with no one to guide her, without a husband to protect 
her, and with no paternal roof to cover her. o she wandered into— 
where ? Lodgings, I presume. That homeless lady, the particular friend 
of the hon. member, is thus shut out from the franchise of this Bill. 
You refuse to give Parliamentary equality to that homeless person who 
needs a vote to redress her grievances, for the simple reason that you 
are endeavouring, as a matter of tactics, to say that what you are going 
to give is to be given because it has been given before without any con- 
sideration of the reasonableness or the unreasonableness of the different 
qualifications now existing. Now, Sir, one word more with regard to my 
right hon. friend the member for Bodmin (Mr. Courtney). He says that 
although this is but a partial measure, he accepts it, and does not care 
to what it will lead. Should that be the view of any man who desires 
to take part in public life—that he will look only to the immediate 
effect of a particular Bill, without considering whether its natural result 
must be for good or for evil ? I say the man who sets the stone rolling at 
the summit of the hill is bound to see what effect will be produced in 
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the valley. And, Sir, as has been pointed out in the course of this 
debate, the House is bound to contemplate the time when, in conse
quence of the spread of education and the increase of intelligence and 
political knowledge, which must be factors in the progress of this 
country, we shall put on one side those evidences of fitness by property 
qualifications, and ask that every man shall have a vote. I do not con
template whether the time will be sooner or later when that condition 
of affairs is reached; but it is in that direction the political forces of the 
time are drifting. When that day is reached, no one will hear of this 
timid shrinking from political equality. If you give universal suffrage 
to men, with the admission by this Bill that you are seeking to obtain 
Parliamentary equality, then you must give it also to women. Well, Sir, 
we have 900,000 more females than males in the United Kingdom. That 
is the proportion of the two sexes, I do not say of adults, and we 
should, consequently, have a large majority of female voters over male 
voters. What I ask is, are you prepared to say that the destinies of 
this country shall be governed and controlled by that preponderating 
majority ? Are you prepared to say that this majority shall have the 
power of directing a policy which, as my hon. and learned friend the 
member for Fife (Mr. Asquith) has pointed out, they never can be 
called upon to carry out ? Mr. Speaker, there is also one practical view 
of this question. AV hat do our politics consist of1? Men may be 
eloquent upon subjects, especially imperial subjects, from an abstract or 
theoretical point of view ; but in the main our politics are composed of 
practical subjects, and they must depend for their decision upon practical 
knowledge. We hear discussed here questions affecting the control of 
the army, and we listen to military men on the subject. Naval 
questions are also discussed, and we have the opinions of naval men to 
guide us. Commercial life is represented by commercial men, and even 
legal matters are represented by lawyers. Now, upon none of these 
subjects can we receive practical assistance from any woman, she not 
being a member of any of these professions. Yet it is proposed to give 
the preponderating influence to women, who are unskilled from lack of 
practical knowledge, while at the polling booth, as well as in Parliament, 
women will be allowed to take the same share as men in deliberating on 
and determining questions of which they are totally ignorant. The 
House must look to the consequences of such a proposal as this. 
Logically hon. members must accept the proposition that if women have 
equal power of voting with men they should also have a seat in Parlia
ment, and should have the privilege of filling many offices. That is the 
view of the supporters of this Bill. The hon. and learned member for 
Haddington (Mr. Haldane) has introduced a Bill in which he proposes 
to make it almost a duty of the State to appoint a woman as Archbishop 
of Canterbury, Prime Minister, and Commander-in-Chief, whether she 
be competent or not. If the principle of Parliamentary equality is 
established, all the positions of this House must be open for women,

even that of being a " Whip,” and I have no doubt she would administer 
that office against us with great efficiency. The result is that we should 
be regarded as a nation of women instead of a nation of men. Sir, 
there is one argument I should have shrunk from if it had not been for 
some remarks that fell from my right hon. friend (Mr. Courtney), and 
that is as to the fitness of women for this measure. It has been said 
that one becomes personal if he states that a woman is more unfit than 
a man to exercise the franchise; but I confess, if I were not afraid of

I
 the consequences, I should be disposed to express that view strongly. 

My right hon friend the member for Bodmin (Mr. Courtney) on one 
occasion made a statement on which I may rely in confirmation of my 
opinion that women are not so fit as men to exercise the franchise. This 
is the opinion of my right hon. friend the member for Bodmin, who, in 
moving the introduction of the Bill, said:—

" The narrowness of women’s range of ideas is absolutely deleterious 
in its effects.”

My right hon. friend went on—
“ Our earliest lessons are received from them. Are they not often 

lessons that we have afterwards to unlearn with great difficulty? We often 
find a difficulty in freeing ourselves from them, and in emancipating our
selves from the errors of our earliest days.”

My right hon. friend has passed on from the days of infancy to what I 
hope are happier days.

Mr. Courtney : Read a little further.
Sir H. James: Certainly I am about to follow my right hon. friend 

into his later life. Again, he says—
“ Of those who enter into the married relation of life, how constantly 

does it happen that the man’s freedom of intellect is hampered, and he is 
incapable of imparting to the woman with, whom so much of his life is 
spent any conception of his thoughts.”

It is true my right lion, friend uttered these words many years ago, 
but he goes on to say—

" He does not find in her any companionship, but, on the contrary, 
a drag upon his aspirations.”

I My right hon. friend, referring to women individually, declared that, 
speaking on behalf of his country, he is willing to give to such women, 
who have taught us these evil lessons in our youth, the franchise. 
But at what expense ? What time of probation is a woman to go 
through, and what price are we to pay for this school of treatment 1 
It is at the expense of the Government of this country that this 
instruction will be given : the nursery will be the polling booth, and 
the schoolroom this House of Commons. But does it occur to him 
that there are men who take a different view of the subject, and who 
believe that those first lessons have not been deleterious to us. There 
are men who believe that such instincts for good as they have they 
received from their mother’s teaching. It may be that teaching was 
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not always logical, but to that teaching of the child could, oftentimes, 
be traced all the lessons for good that were applied in manhood. 
And these women who gave these lessons are women who 
never had the vote, and who did not spend their time on the platforms 
of the country. Upon the second subject on which my right hon, 
friend touched, the subject of married life, it certainly is a strange 
anomaly that whilst my right hon. friend wishes to teach the mother 
and make her a better mother he would not extend the benefit of the 
lesson to the wife. He will allow the drag to continue on an imaginary 
husband ; he will still allow the deleterious effect of the narrow range 
of ideas to affect a learned husband. If it is the intention of my right 
hon. friend to give married women the vote let him say so ; let the 
mover of this Bill say so. Do not let them take advantage of us by 
saying that this is a simple and harmless measure, and then say that 
they are willing to give the vote to married women. If this Bill 
passes, the natural consequence must be that the married women must 
have a vote as well as the unmarried women. It is an absurdity 
otherwise. Whilst men have their professions women have only one, 
and that is marriage, and yet we are asked to impose a disability upon 
her as soon as she is successful. The last time I referred to this subject 
there was great dissent from the view that a woman’s destiny in life 
was controlled by the profession of marriage, and I believe an echo of 
that dissent was heard from a source which is invisible, though it may 
be audible (the Ladies’ Gallery). But my foundation for the statement 
is that when Lord Herschel brought a Bill into this House to abolish 
actions for breach of promise of marriage the women of England, 
under the handwriting of Miss Lydia Becker, protested against the 
measure, because they said that women’s profession, in which she alone 
could succeed, was marriage, and they objected that the right to bring 
an action for breach of promise of marriage should be taken away 
from them. What is the absurdity of this proposition ? The timid 
supporters of this measure would allow a woman, who has been un
successful in her profession, to retain the vote ; but the one who has 
gifts and qualities of mind to attract, and becomes successful in that 
which those ladies termed their profession, the moment she attains the 
crown she is to be deprived, by her success, of the vote, and dis
franchisement is to follow. These are, indeed, strange arguments 
upon which to found a Bill which is' to appeal to the intelligence and 
logic of men. We are no enemies of women who seek to prevent their 
inroads into public life. It was a gifted woman who said that the 
woman who rocks the cradle rules the world, and she who has the 
power in the homes of England, she who can influence men, she who 
can, notwithstanding my right hon. friend’s view, enter into the 
thoughts and guide the actions of men, is a power irresistible in its 
force. But if she seeks for another mode of action, if she is asking 
through her advocates for a different power, she must pay the cost of it 

by losing those influences which proceed from her very inability to 
enter into the contentions and rough struggles of public life. When
ever she does this she will yield up real forces and influences for good, 
she will fail to maintain her higher power when she struggles against 
man, but she will not fail in producing influences which will be 
destructive and disastrous to the very best hopes and interests of this 
country.

The FIRST Lord of the Treasury (Mr. A. J. Balfour, Man
chester, E.) : I should not have thought it necessary or entirely for the 
convenience of the debate to have intervened if it were not that I 
find myself in opposition to the greater number of friends of mine 
who sit on these benches, and with whom I am in the habit of acting 
in the closest agreement on all political matters; and knowing, also, 
that the opinions I am about to express are not shared by a large 
number of gentlemen, who sit on this side of the House, I am unwilling 
to give a vote without very briefly stating some of the reasons which 
influence me in taking that course. The debate has been an extremely 
able and interesting one, and the burden of the attack upon the Bill 
introduced by the hon. member for South Islington has been borne by 
two gentlemen sitting on the other side of the House, the right hon. 
gentleman who has just sat down, and the hon. member for Fife. 
The right hon. gentleman the member for Bury, though he made 
a very able and interesting speech, laboured under two or three 
disadvantages. He laboured, amongst other things, under the dis
advantage of having replied to a speech which he had not heard, and 
he attacked my hon. friend who moved the second reading of this 
Bill on grounds which he never advanced at all. He supposed that 
this Bill was introduced in order to produce absolute equality and 
symmetry in the position of men and women in regard to politics. 
My hon. friend would have been guilty of the greatest absurdity if he 
had advanced arguments of that kind in .support of a Bill which, on 
the very face of it, does not profess to produce that equality. And 
many of those who are going to support this Bill do not support it on 
any ground of abstract right or equality, or on any abstract right at 
all. We support it for practical reasons which I will endeavour 
shortly to state to the House. Another argument put forward by 
the member for Bury was, if he will permit me to say so, funda
mentally inconsistent with the arguments advanced by the member 
for Fife. The right hon. gentleman drew a picture of what the 
condition of England would be when eleven million women had a 
vote, and only ten million men had a vote. He said—

“You will then be under the subjection of women. Women will 
control the policy of this country, and we shall be a nation of women and 
children.”

That implies that the women are all going to vote on one side and the 
men on the other’, and that women would outvote the men. In other
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words, it pre-supposes that there is a class distinction and cleavage 
between women and men in matters political which would put all the 
women on one side and all the men on the other’. That is altogether 
and wholly inconsistent with the argument of the member for Fife 
who told us that to consider this question as one of class distinction 
was altogether to misconceive the conditions of modern society. 
Turning from the right hon. gentleman to the learned gentleman 
behind him (Mr. Asquith), he gave us a very good Tory speech of the 
old tune upon the question of Reform Bills in general, and, in fact, 
there has been an unexpected vein of Toryism, or, at all events, what 
is described as Toryism by Liberal critics, in the speeches of gentle
men who sit on the opposite benches on this question. As the 
member for Dover (Mr. Wyndham) has pointed out, had the words 
“agricultural labourer” been substituted for “women,” some of those 
speeches were such as might have been heard from the small knot of 
gentlemen who were opposed to the Reform Bill of 1885, and precisely 
the same arguments have been used with respect to the incompetence 
of the class to be admitted, and as to the interests of that class having 
been hitherto fully considered. These are arguments with which we 
are all familiar, and have been familiar from time immemorial, the 
only difference being that they have much less justification in the 
present case than, I think, they had on previous Reform Bills. The 
hon. and learned gentleman mentioned three points in which this 
particular alteration of the franchise differed from any previous 
alteration of the franchise that had over been proposed. He said that 
in every previous case the class to be enfranchised had shown their 
very great anxiety to obtain the franchise, and that in this case no 
such, anxiety had been shown. I differ from the hon. and learned 
gentleman. I think those who wished to be enfranchised have used 
the only methods they could use in the matter. That is to say, they 
have expressed their desire to obtain the vote on platforms and by 
public meetings, and by whatever other means were open to them. 
The hon. gentleman appears to think that there was a widespread 
desire on the part of agricultural labourers to claim the franchise in 
1885. I do not believe the desire existed, and I am sure it was never 
demonstrated. I am sure it could not be demonstrated; there were 
no means of demonstrating it except the means which, have been used 
in the present case—platform speeches, public meetings, petitions, 
votes, and resolutions. Then, Sir, the second point on which the hon. 
gentleman says this Reform Bill differs from every other Reform Bill 
is that the class to be enfranchised on this occasion are not capable of 
performing the duties of active citizenship as the classes which were 
previously enfranchised had been. What duties ? So far as I know, 
the main one to which the hon. gentleman alluded, is that of fighting 
for their country. That duty cannot be performed with efficiency by 
gentlemen over 60 years of age. At all events, I am not aware that

I
 the severest conscription in any country requires any person over 60 

years of age to serve under any contingency whatever, and yet I do 
not think the hon. and learned gentleman desires to disfranchise 
them. The posse comitatus does not go out and fight the enemy; the 
enemy is fought by the disciplined forces of the country, and the 
chief duty of the ordinary citizen consists not in shouldering a rifle 
and going off to the frontier; it consists in paying the bill. 
That is a duty which, the people desired to be enfranchised by 
this Bill can perform; it is a duty they are obliged to perform; 
and the mere fact that they cannot enrol themselves in volunteer 
corps does not appear to be an adequate reason for refusing them 
some control over the policy by which the foreign relations of our 
country are conducted and means of defence are to be secured. The 
third argument of the hon. and learned gentleman was that in the 
case of every previous Reform Bill there had been a grievance of the 
class to be enfranchised which required to be redressed, and which, 
could not, and would not, be redressed until the franchise was given 
to them, and he pointed out with great force that in connection with 
each of the great Reform Bills the grievances of the enfranchised 
class came to the front. But when did they come to the front ? Did 
they come to the front before the enfranchised class received the vote 
or after it ? The hon. and learned gentleman has only to consider 
the list of cases he has himself given, and he will discover that it was 
only after the vote was conferred that it was discovered that this 
House really had a function to perform in modifying legislation in this 
country in the interests of the new class of voters. Now, Sir, leaving 
the speech of the hon. and. learned gentleman, and referring to the 
general course of the debate, there is one argument which has been 
used which I desire directly to traverse. We have been told that to 
encourage women to take an active part in politics is degrading to the 
sex, and that received the assent of an lion, friend of mine below the 
Gangway. It has received the assent of almost every speaker to-day. 
I should think myself grossly inconsistent and most ungrateful if I 
supported that argument in this House, for I have myself taken the 
chair at Primrose League meetings, and urged to the best of my 
ability the women of this country to take a share in politics, and to 
do their best in their various localities to support the principles which. 
I believe to be sound in the interests of the country. After that, to 
come down to the House, and say I have asked these women to do 
that which, degrades them appears to me to be most absurd. I do not 
know much about these matters, but I understand that there are other 
associations of the kind, of which women are members, and I have 
heard of a Liberal-Unionist Women’s Association ; I do not know if 
it has given my right hon. and learned friend the member for Bury 
(Sir H. James) that valuable assistance they are always ready to give. 
There is also, I think, a Women’s Liberal Federation. I daresay the 
learned member for Fife (Mr. Asquith) has taken part in its meetings.
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Mr. Asquith : Never.
Mr. McLaren (Cheshire, Crewe) : Mrs. Gladstone is president.
Mr. A J. Balfour : The House will understand that I do not 

wish to introduce personal questions at all, but I think I may take it 
that every section in this House is only too glad to use the services 
of women when they think they can profit by them, and it does not 
lie in the mouths of any of us to say that taking a part in framing 
the policy of the Empire is degrading to the sex. In any other 
department of human thought than politics such an argument would 
be described by no milder word than “cant.” Cant it undoubtedly 
is. The argument which appealed most, I am convinced, to those 
who oppose this Bill is not an objection of this character, but the 
conviction—the ill-founded conviction, I think—that it must neces
sarily carry with it, as what they call a logical consequence, the 
result that women must have a seat in this House, in the Cabinet, 
and should in all respects, so far as public offices are concerned, be 
placed on an equality with. men. I do not believe a word of that 
argument. I can quite agree that it is very difficult to stop in such 
a course—to fix an arbitrary point and say there you will stop—if 
the arguments for going further are precisely those which made you 
travel thus far. The point, therefore, for us to consider is, Can the 
arguments that are brought forward in favour of this Bill he also 
brought forward in favour of women having a seat in this House ? 
No, Sir; they cannot. There is no fundamental distinction between 
giving women the right to vote in municipal affairs and giving them the 
right to vote in Imperial affairs, and yet, though there is no distinction, 
you have resisted the change for 20 years, and according to the hon. 
member for Fife, you are going to resist it for 20 years more. How 
easy it would be to resist a change which involved a new 
departure—a new principle! Everybody must assent to the pro
position of the hon. gentlemen the member for Flintshire (Mr. S. 
Smith) that women cannot engage on an equality with men in a large 
number of professions. They cannot; and I quite agree that the 
profession of politics is one of these. In my opinion women could not 
with advantage to themselves, or to the community, take part in the 
labours of a great deliberative assembly like this. That is a reason 
for not giving them a seat in this House, but is it a reason for not 
giving them an opportunity of expressing an opinion and giving a 
vote every four or five years ? I do not know what the average 
duration of Parliament has been during the last 100 years, but I think 
in the future it will probably not be so long. If you want to prevent 
further progress you ought to stop at a point where defence is possible, 
but at the present point logical defence is not possible. Therefore, 
those who are greatly moved by logical consistency should, I think, 
move on till they come to a point where further change could be 
successfully resisted. The debate has now almost reached its natural 
termination, and all I will say is that the matter which surprises me 

in this debate is the position taken up by hon. gentlemen. opposite. 
I understand that part of their programme is a great alteration of the 
franchise, in spite of what fell from the hon. member for Aberdeen 
(Mr. Bryce). I understand one plank of the Newcastle platform was 
one man one vote. When that is. brought forward I believe we shall 
have all the old flesh-and-blood arguments urged again, all the old 
arguments for political liberty, and the whole train of commonplaces 
again thrust before us for our acceptance, by which, each successive 
change in the franchise has been accepted, and yet the very gentlemen 
who say they are going to bring forward that programme at this 
moment absolutely refuse to admit the validity of a single. one of 
these arguments when they are directed towards enfranchising not 
the least worthy class of the community, but what I believe to be one 
of the worthiest classes. You will give a vote to a man who con
tributes nothing to taxation but what he pays on his beer, while you 
refuse enfranchisement to a woman because she is a woman, whatever 
her contribution to the State may be. She has sufficient ability to 
look after lighting and paving, but is not so fitted to look after the 
interests of the Empire as a man who cannot point out on the map 
the parts of the world of which that Empire is composed. I think 
from all I can hear that this Bill is not likely to be successful on this 
occasion ; but, depend upon it, if any further alteration of the fran
chise is brought forward as a practical measure, this qnestion will 
again arise, menacing and ripe for solution, and it will not be possible 
for this House to set it aside as a mere speculative plan advocated by 
a body of faddists. Then you will have to deal with the problem of 
woman suffrage, and to deal with it in a complete fashion.

Question put.
The House divided:—Ayes 152 ; Noes 175.— (Div. List, No 86.)
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T HE DIVISION L I S T.

Wednesday, 27 th April, 1892.

Numb. 86.
Parliamentary Franchise (Extension to Women) Bill.

•—Order for Second Reading read;
Motion made, and question proposed, " That the Bill 

be now read a second time.”
Amendment proposed, to leave out the word " now,” 

and at the end of the question to add the words 
“upon this day six months.”—(Mr. Samuel Smith.}

Question put, " That the word ‘ now ‘ stand part of 
the question."—The House divided; Ayes 152, 
Noes 175.
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Paget, Sir Richard Horner 
Palmer, Sir Charles Mark 
Paulton, James Mellor 
Pease, Alfred E. (York) 
Pease, Henry Fell (Yorks. N.R.) 
Pease, Sir Joseph W. (Durham)
Penn, John
Penton, Capt. Frederick Thomas 
Picton, James Allanson
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Plunket, Rt. Hon. David R. 
Portman, Hon. Edwin B.
Potter, Thomas Bayley 
Powell, Francis Sharp 
Priestley, Briggs
Quilter, William Cuthbert 
Reed, Sir Edw. James (Cardiff) 
Reid, Robt. Threshie (Dumfries) 
Rendel, Stuart 
Robertson, Edmund
Robinson, Thomas (Gloucester) 
Roe, Thomas
Roscoe, Sir H. Enfield 
Rothschild, Baron F. James de 
Rowlands, James (Finsbury) 
Samuelson, Sir B. (Oxford, N.) 
Samuelson, G. Blundell (Gloucs.) 
Sidebotham, J. W. (Cheshire) 
Sinclair, William Pirrie
Smith, Samuel (Flint) 
Stephens, Henry Charles

Stern, Sydney James 
Stevenson, Jas. C. (S. Shields) 
Sutherland, SirThos. (Greenock) 
Talbot, John Gilbort
Tanner, Charles Kearns
Taylor, Francis
Theobald, James
Tollemache, Henry James
Waddy, Samuel Danks 
Warmington, Cornelius M. 
Watson, James
Watt, Hugh
Weymouth., Viscount
Whitbread, Samuel
Will, John Shiress
Williamson, Steph. (Kilm’nock) 
Wilson, Sir Samuel (Portsm’th) 
Winterbotham, Arthur Brend 
Woodhead, Joseph
Young, Charles Edward Baring

FOR.
Rt. Hon. J. Stansfeld 
W. Mather
Col. Cornwallis West
Col. Hill
T. R. Maguire

AGAINST.
Lord R. Churchill 
Thos. Wayman 
Sir Saville Crossley 
Col. Sandys 
W. E. Macartney

Tellers for the Noes, Sir Walter BARTTELOT and Mr. Asquith.

for.
Sir W. Marriott
S. Hoare
Rt. Hon. A. Forwood
P. A. Muntz
A. Duncombe
Col. Cotton Jodrell
Sir E. Lechmere
J. Collings
Thos. Lea
W. G. Ainslie
H. Fisher
S. Storey
Sir E. Birkbeck
Geo. Dixon
G. Pitt-Lewis
F. F. Halsey
J. Bazley-White
J. T. Agg-Gardner
Col. Eyre
Capt. Grice Hutchinson

PAIRS.
AGAINST.

J. S. Gathorne Hardy
P. Wroughton
C. Acland.
J. G. Mowbray
Hon. P. Stanhope
A. M. Brookfield
Wilson Noble
Sir U. Kay-Shuttleworth
C. J. Darling
W. E. M. Tomlinson
E. Stanhope
Forrest Fulton
D. H. Coghill
H. Wiggin
Sir H. Fletcher
W. H. Long
B. G . Webster
Sir M. Hicks-Beach
Alex. Asher
F. S. W. Cornwallis

ANALYSIS OF THE DIVISION LIST.
(Pairs and Tellers included.)
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Conservatives 73 16 3 92 4b 35 9 84

Liberal Unionists . 13 5 — 18 16 10 1 27

Gladstonian Liberals 43 14 — 57 31 31 22 84

Nationalists . . . 7 5 — 12 — 6 1 7

Totals. . . 136 40 3 179 87 82 33 202
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CONVERSAZIONE.

The numerous company who assembled on the 
evening of Tuesday, the 26th, at the Galleries of the 
Royal Institute of Painters in Water Colours, Piccadilly, 
included:—

Mrs. Penrose Fitzgerald, Mrs. Culme Seymour, Clara, Lady 
Rayleigh, The Lady Frances Balfour, Sir James Bain, M.P., Mrs. 
Fawcett, Miss Garrett, Miss Atkinson and Miss Lee (Manchester), 
Miss L. M. Hubbard, Miss Emily Davies, Mr. and Miss Babb, Miss 
Phillott, Mr. and Mrs. Hallett, Mrs. Shaen, Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin 
Clark, Mrs. and Miss Sheldon Amos, Mrs. Foote Crowe (Iowa, U.S.A.), 
The Hon. Mrs. Colborne, The Lady Maude Wolmer, Sir Richard 
Temple, M.P., Rt. Hon. Leonard Courtney, M.P., Mrs. and Miss 
Ashford, Mrs. and Miss Garrett Anderson, Mrs. and Miss Penrose, 
Lady Pearce, Mr. and Mrs. Beazeley, Mrs. Louis Blacker, Miss Tod 
and Miss Andrews, Colonel Birch, Miss M. C. Sturge and Mr. Clement 
Sturge, Mrs. Goodbody, Miss Maude Biggs, Miss Younghusband, 
Mrs. Vansittart, Mr. and Mrs. S. Spring Rice, The Hon. Mrs. 
Ponsonby, Miss Catherine Drew, Dr. Helen Webb, Mrs. Clayton East, 
Mrs. W. E. Lecky, Mrs. Magnussen, Miss Kingsley, Miss Reid and 
Miss Guinness, Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Sargeant, Mrs. W. G. Rea, Mr. 
J. T. H. Bailey, Mr. W. P. Snell, Miss Borchardt and Miss Helena 
Borchardt, Miss Belloc, Mrs. Earnshaw, Miss Stacpoole, Mr. A. E. 
Southall, Colonel and Mrs. Ronald Taylour, Mr. and Mrs. Russell 
Cooke, Mrs. and Miss Sterling, Mr. and Miss Stone, Miss M. H. Hart, 
Dr. Ellaby, Miss O’Connor Eccles, Miss Malcolm, Miss Helen 
McKerlie, Dr. Clarinda Boddy, Miss Musson, Miss Grove, Miss 
Morrison, Miss Mack Wall, Miss Lyall, Mr. W. W. Marshall, Rev. 
E. T. and Mrs. Gurney, Mr. J. J. Gurney, Miss Mary Gurney, Miss 
Hamley, Mrs. Parker Smith, Rev. H. and Mrs. Hawies, Mr. a,nd Mrs. 
Rowe Bennett, Mr. and Mrs. Calverley Bewicke, Rev. Marmaduke 
Brown, Rev. John Penfold, Mr. Michael Cook (Luton), Mr. Alexander 
Coote, Mrs. C. G. Newton Robinson, Miss Rosalind Paget, Mr. and 
Mrs. Wilkinson, Mr. and Mrs. Charles McLaren, &c., &c., &c.

In the course of the evening addresses were given by 
Mrs. Fawcett and Miss Tod.

Mrs. Fawcett said she thought she might answer the question, 
" What was the present situation”? by saying "We have no 
new enemies and they have no new arguments.” Their enemies were 
the old enemies; in the main they were the official wire-pullers and

“old Parliamentary hands ” of the Liberal party. Up to the present 
their hostility had been veiled and secret, now they had been obliged 
to drop the mask and come out into the open. She, for one, did not 
regret the change. Their enemies were the same who in 1884 issued 
a five-lined whip against Mr. Wcodall’s amendment in the Reform 
Bill of that year; they were the same who in 1886 stopped all further 
progress being made in the Women’s Suffrage Bill after the second, 
reading had been carried; and they were the same who in the present 
Parliament had succeeded in preventing any discussion of the subject. 
At last one move had been won in the game, and a place had been secured 
for discussion of the Women’s Suffrage Bill; and she attributed the 
failure of all attempts to take the day to the fact that for the first 
time for many years the Leader of the House of Commons was 
favourable to the claims of women to representation.

The securing a day for the Bill was a great gain in itself. They 
had everything to gain by discussion. The more the question was 
debated, the more evident became the strength of its position and the 
weakness of the position of their opponents. Just as the ladies’ 
protest in 1889 against women’s suffrage became a source of strength 
to their movement, because so many people said, " If this is all that 
some of the cleverest women and most practised writers in England 
have to say against women’s suffrage, they must indeed have a poor 
case,” so at the present time people were saying about Mr. Gladstone’s 
pamphlet, " If this is all that the ablest tactician and most dexterous 
debater of the present century can say against women’s suffrage, his 
case must be a very poor one.”

Although their foes were not new foes, there was something 
rather novel in their combination and position—Mr. Labouchere 
leading, Mr. Gladstone following. Mr. Labouchere doubtless felt 
that voting would " trespass upon the delicacy, refinement, purity and 
elevation of women.” (Laughter.) She thought they shared in her 
view that they need not trouble themselves much about Mr. 
Labouchere. To quote James Smetham and apply his words to the 
member for Northampton, “We need not trouble about him, he will 
very soon have rushed violently down a steep place.”

The keep of the castle they were besieging was represented by 
Mr. Gladstone and his pamphlet, and when they came to look at it, 
there was nothing very terrifying about the pamphlet except the 
signature at the end of it, and even this signature suggested some 
consolatory reflections. Their first consolation was derived from the 
fact that Mr. Gladstone had at one time or another in his life 
denounced almost every political change that he had finally led to 
success. Secondly, there was reason to believe that the causes which 
had sometimes produced these rapid changes were still, operative. 
The explanation had been given us in Mr. Gladstone’s own words in 
the Review of Reviews. With the courage and candour for which the 
editor of that periodical was so well known, he had asked Mr.
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Gladstone to explain his remarkable change of front on so many 
important political questions. Mr. Gladstone had replied, " One great 
fact ... is the key to these changes. I was educated to regard liberty 
as an evil, I have learned to regard it as a good. . . . Liberty is a good 
in itself.” The progress of Mr. Gladstone’s mind in freeing himself 
from the errors of his education was evidently not yet complete. He 
still regarded liberty for women as an evil. If his life should be 
prolonged, as she was sure they all hoped it would, be, there was little 
doubt he would come to regard it as a good. The process of his 
education on other subjects had been hastened by explosions and 
assassinations, and the fact that they were not likely to stimulate his 
mental activity in that way was the only thing that gave her any 
doubt that he would be converted to women’s suffrage in time to 
carry it to a triumphant success.

If they looked seriously at his pamphlet, one of the first things 
that most women would object to was the curious assumption that 
only married women, or especially married women, have " a life-long 
habit of responsible action.” Women are not born married, and surely 
of the many women who have a life-long habit,—a habit that is dating 
from early childhood,—of responsible action, some marry and. some do 
not. Again, the married woman—with a life-long habit of responsible 
action—may become a widow. Does she, with the loss of her husband, 
lose her life-long habit ? She (Mrs. Fawcett) would have thought 
the motives for responsibility would have been strengthened rather 
than weakened by her misfortune. When she stands alone, in many 
instances with a family to maintain and educate, is not her respon
sibility greater than in the happier days when her husband shared it 
with her ?

Another curious passage was that in which Mr. Gladstone ex
pressed his fear that voting would trespass upon the delicacy, the 
purity, the refinement, the elevation of the womanly character. He

1 thought the quiet placing of a paper in a ballot box would be open 
to these risks, but that no similar danger was to be feared from women 
taking an active part in the canvassing,* speaking, and other political 
work of a contested election. Just before the contest of 1880 he 
addressed the women of Midlothian at the Foresters’ Hall, Dalkeith, 
and urged them to take an active part in the impending election. 
" So far from involving any departure from your character as women,” 
he said, this active political work would " be associated with the ful
filment of that character and the performance of that duty.” Neglect 
of this opportunity of political work would, he added, be a source of 
pain- and mortification, whilst its accomplishment would " serve to 
gild their future years with sweet remembrances.” The contrast 
between the two sentiments was rather striking. Mr. Gladstone’s 
mind on the subject seemed to resolve itself into this :—if you work 
politically for me, that is womanly ; but if you vote, possibly, against 
me, that is unwomanly.

Mrs. Fawcett added that she could not conclude without a few 
words of hearty thanks to the women of the Women’s Liberal Federa
tion who had lately made so firm a stand for their convictions in 
regard to women s suffrage. They had been true to their principles 
in a position of great difficulty, and they honoured them for if. Their 
example drew them all closer together and made them desirous 
always to be for women first and party afterwards. Many of those 
present might have asked themselves “How should I behave under 
the excitement of great, physical danger, in a fire or shipwreck ? ” 
The chances of behaving well in these emergencies were much 
strengthened by habit, example, and. inherited tradition. Ina moment 
of vry considerable moral stress the majority in the Women ‘s Liberal 
Federation had given them a good example, and made it easier for 
them to do the right thing if they were placed in similar circumstances. 
Their action would be an immense source of strength to the women’s 
suffrage movement, and she most cordially, in the name of those with 
whom she worked, thanked them for it.

Miss Tod said: —Mrs. Fawcett had given them a most practical 
address.. She would like to look back to the past. The arguments 
used against them now were precisely what they were at the begin
ning; they were founded upon ignorance, and it might have been 
thought they would have died away before this. It was rather a 
remarkable thing that there should be a recrudescence of these old 
arguments now. One or two leading men had given encouragement 
to opponents, but what they had to do was to show that they had a 
larger number of the good men with, them th.an had their opponents. 
The majority of the men who cared about the well-being of their 
fellow creatures were on the side of women’s suffrage, and pains 
ought to be taken to make that known. The number of women who 
make themselves heard on this question of the suffrage was com
paratively small, and without the encouragement of men the vast 
army of silent women would not have the courage to make themselves 
heard and felt. Women were stirred up already, but they needed a little 
more courage and strength to speak out. There was not a political 
party which ventured to go to the country without the help of women. 
Every party had invited women to come to their assistance, and it 
would be a very serious thing indeed for the party whom the women 
deserted. They were told that the pressure of business was such that 
their friends were unable to give them the attention they would at 
another time. No wonder they were afraid to lose the help of women, 
there was not one great question before Parliament in which women 
had not the same vital interest as men. For some of them, life, 
liberty, everything that makes life worth having, was at stake. If 
ever there was a time when women ought to press their claims, it was 
precisely now, and she trusted women would feel this great duty that 
was laid upon them to appeal to every member of the House of 
commons to give women the constitutional right to vote on the great
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questions which concern the country. Law will and must be brought 
into harmony with, their deepest convictions, and was it not desirable 
that they should make themselves heard before the law was passed ? 
There would always be a number of women who would have much 
influence ; those who can make themselves heard by voice or pen will 
always have influence, but they asked for the protection and power of 
the vote on behalf of the large number of women who cannot do either. 
The householders are carrying on a hard struggle for life They 
ought to make themselves felt by their votes when they cannot do so 
in an any more conspicuous way. She did not feel discouraged, for 
they could not really be thrown back. Only they must not rest on 
this ; they must feel that success would only come when each woman 
was doing her duty, and she trusted each woman there was prepared 
to do her duty. (Applause.)
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the growing force

I

Your Committee have this year the satisfaction of recording a 
debate and division on the second reading of a Women’s Suffrage 
Bill, for the first time in the life of the present Parliament.
The result has indicated a marked advance in 
of the movement.

The steps which led up to this debate may 
In anticipation of the important Conference 

be briefly stated, 
of the National

Union of Conservative Associations, which was held in Birming
ham last November, your Committee in the autumn took 
counsel with some of the influential Conservative supporters of 
Women’s Suffrage with a view to the inclusion of Women’s 
Suffrage in the questions for deliberation At the Conference: as 
a result of these negotiations Viscount Feilding (now Lord 
Denbigh) introduced the following Resolution, which was 
seconded by Mr. Rankin, M.P.:—-

“ That this Conference is of opinion that when the question of representa- 
tion of the people is re-opened in Parliament, serious consideration should be 
given to the claims of women to be admitted to the franchise when entitled 
by ownership or occupation.”

An invitation was conveyed by the Chairman to Mrs. Fawcett 
from the Conference of Delegates asking her to address a few 
words to them on the question. The Resolution when put to 
the meeting was carried by a very large majority amid much 
enthusiasm, In the afternoon of the same day a ladies’ confer-
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OF THE
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OF THE
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Your Committee have this year the satisfaction of recording a 
debate and division on the second reading of a Women’s Suffrage 
Bill, for the first time in the life of the present Parliament. 
The result has indicated a marked advance in the growing force 
of the movement.

The steps which led up to this debate may be briefly stated.
In anticipation of the important Conference of the National 
Union of Conservative Associations, which was held in Birming
ham last November, your Committee in the autumn took 
counsel with some of the influential Conservative supporters of 
Women’s Suffrage with a view to the inclusion of Women’s 
Suffrage in the questions for deliberation at the Conference: as 
a result of these negotiations Viscount Feilding (now Lord 
Denbigh) introduced the following Resolution, which was 
seconded by Mr. Rankin, M.P.:—

That this Conference is of opinion that when the question of representa
tion of the people is re-opened in Parliament, serious consideration should be 
given to the claims of women to be admitted to the franchise when entitled 
by ownership or occupation.”

An invitation was conveyed by the Chairman to Mrs. Fawcett 
from the Conference of Delegates asking her to address a few 
words to them on the question. The Resolution when put to 
the meeting was carried by a very large majority amid much 
enthusiasm, in the afternoon of the same day a ladies’ confer-
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ence in connection with the National Union of Conservative 
Societies was held, presided over by Lady Windsor, and attended 
among others by the Marchioness of Salisbury and Lady 
Gwendolen Cecil. Mrs. Fawcett and Mr. Dixon Hartland, 
M.P., addressed this meeting on the importance of extending 
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the Parliamentary Franchise to women.
In December a deputation from your Committee 

on Sir A. Borthwick to lay before him an earnest 
that he would undertake to introduce a Bill into 
ment this session for extending the Franchise to those 
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who already possess the various local franchises. After care
fully considering the request of your Committee, Sir Algernon 
Borthwick most kindly promised to take charge of the Bill and 
do all in his power to get it passed.

On the opening of Parliament a considerable number of M.P.’s 
ballotted for a day for the second reading of the Bill. ' Sir 
Albert Rollit was fortunate in securing the earliest place, and 
according to the custom of Parliament, the Bill was then passed 
to his charge. April 27th was secured for the second reading, 
being the first Wednesday after the Easter recess.

Notice of opposition was immediately given by Mr. Samuel 
Smith, also by Mr. De Lisle, Mr. Radcliffe Cooke, and Mr. John 
Kelly.

The text of the Bill was prepared, after much careful con
sideration and consultation with experienced parliamentary 
draughtsmen, in a form which your Committee could heartily 
support, and immediately after it was printed,* they began

* Text of the Women’s Franchise Bill [55 Viet.] Parliamentary Franchise 
(Extension to Women). ' .

A Bill to extend the Parliamentary Franchise to Women. Be it enacted, 
by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parlia
ment assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows :—1. This Act 
may be cited as the Parliamentary Franchise (Women) Act; 1892. 2. Every 
woman who—(1) In Great Britain is registered or entitled to be registered 
as an elector for any town council or county council; or (2) In Ireland is a 
ratepayer entitled to vote at an election for guardians of the poor ; shall be 
entitled to be registered as a parliamentary elector, and when registered to 
vote at any parliamentary election for the county, borough, or division -wherein 
the qualifying property is situate.

(Prepared and brought in by Sir Albert Rollit, Sir A, Borthwick, Viscount 

active preparation in its support. In addition to the whip sent 
out by the Parliamentary Leaders, a joint' whip, signed by the 
officers of your Committee and the. Committees of the Central 
National, Manchester, Bristol, Birmingham, Nottingham, Leeds, 
Edinburgh, Dublin, and' Belfast Societies, was sent to all 
Members of Parliament not known to be opponents. A letter, 
written by Mrs. Fawcett in reply to Mr. Samuel Smith’s 
pamphlet, was sent to the newspapers immediately on the rising 
of Parliament for the Easter recess. This letter appeared in full 
in the Morning Post, Morning Advertiser, Manchester Examiner, 
Leicester Post, and several other papers, while many more gave 
extracts or comments.

Meantime the opponents were exerting themselves to a quite 
unprecedented extent against the Bill. First an attempt was 
made to prolong the Easter recess over the 27th. This, how
ever, met with no encouragement from the Leader of the House 
of Commons. An adverse whip* was then issued, signed by twenty 
members drawn equally from each side of the House. Finally, 
the week before the day fixed for second reading, Mr. Gladstone 
addressed a letter to Mr. Samuel Smith, which was widely circu
lated in pamphlet form, and which urged Parliament to decline 
giving a second reading to the Bill.,

This action on the part of the Leader of Her Majesty’s Opposi
tion doubtless determined the action of many wavering Liberals 
against the Bill, while the speech of the Leader of the House 
in its support may have determined some waverers on the 
Conservative side to vote in its favour. All shades of party- 
are represented amongst both the ayes and the noes.

Wolmer, Mr. W. M’Laren, Mr. Penrose Fitzgerald, Mr. T. D. Sullivan,' Mr. T. 
W. Russell, Mr. Burt and Mr. Ernest Spencer.) Notice of opposition, that 
the Bill be read this day six months/ has been given by Mr. Samuel Smith, 
by Mr. John Kelly, and by Mr. Radcliffe Cooke.

* The whip issued against the Bill was as follows Women’s Suffrage 
Bill. The second reading of this Bill will be moved on April 27th. You are 
earnestly requested to be present in the House of Commons, not later than 
4:30, for the purpose of opposing the motion. H. H. Asquith, W. B. Barttelot, 
M. Hicks-Beach, J. L. Carew, J. Chamberlain, H. Chaplin, R. Churchill, 
Geo. N. Curzon, T. G. Esmonde, H. H. Fowler, Geo. Hamilton, W. G. V. 
Harcourt, Henry James, H. Labouchere, J. R. Mowbray, A. f. Mundella, T 
W. Pease, J. A. Picton,'Edward J. Reed, M. W. Ridley.
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before the debate aThe evening
interested in the Woman’s Suffrage

Mrs. Fawcett, Lady Matheson, Mrs. Penrose Fitzgerald, 
Lady Rayleigh, Mrs. Henry Sidgwick, Mrs. Temple, 
Westlake, The Lady Maude Wolmer.

Short addresses were given during the evening by 
Fawcett and Miss Tod.

Galleries of the Royal Institute of Painters in Water Colours, 
Piccadilly, and brought together a numerous and influential 
company. The following ladies formed the Committee of Re
ception :—The Lady Frances Balfour, Mrs. Leonard Courtney, 
Miss Courtenay, Mrs. Culme Seymour, Miss Davenport-Hill,

The second reading of the Bill was moved by Sir Albert 
Rollit in a speech of unusual force and value. Its rejection was 
moved by Mr. Samuel Smith, and the debate was continued by 
Mr. Woodall, Mr. Wyndham, Mr. Courtney, and Mr. Balfour, who 
spoke in its support; whilst Col. Barttelot, Professor Bryce, Mr. 
Asquith and Sir Henry James spoke in opposition. The debate 
was marked by an unusually high standard of excellence both 
in the power and the tone of the speeches, so that the question 
may be said to have been raised by the debate of 1892 to a higher 
level than it had ever before reached. The extremely important 
speech of the Right Hon. A. J. Balfour has given the question 
a distinct place amongst the practical measures of the near 
future.

The division showed 152 for, 175 against majority against, 
23 ; there were 25 pairs. A full report of the speeches and the 
division list has been issued by your Committee and circulated 

who voted there wereto their subscribers. Of the members 
(including tellers and pairs):—

For. Against.
English, 133 164
Welsh, 8 6
Scotch, 20 23
Irish, 18 9

179 202
conversazione of those 
Bill was held at the

The 
Mrs.

Mrs.

Successful drawing-room meetings have been held this spring, 
by the kind invitation of Captain and Mrs. James, in Lexham 
Gardens ; of Miss Bell, in Bayswater, the Rev. J. C. Ridgway 
presiding; of Misses Gurney in Kensington, Mr. Lafone, 
M.P., presiding ; and of Mrs. Shillington, in Wandsworth. In 
February Miss Reid kindly arranged a meeting in Hammersmith, 
Prebendary Snowden in the Chair.

Mrs. Fawcett, in November, addressed a meeting at Coventry, 
by invitation of the Coventry Primrose League, Mr. C. H. 
Richards presiding ; and in February at Southend-on-Sea, by 
invitation of the Conservative Association of that town, Major 
Rasch, M.P., presiding. Mrs. Fawcett has also addressed 
meetings at Birmingham and Southport, in connection with 
the Women’s Suffrage Societies of the respective districts. She 
has spoken on the political work of women at Liverpool, Man
chester, Cambridge, and Thrapstone, and has addressed debating 
societies in Lewisham, Norwood, and Bloomsbury, and at 
Toynbee Hall. She also addressed a meeting at Bradford-on- 
Avon, Wilts, presided over by the Hon. Canon Meade, which 
meeting was also addressed by Mrs. Beddoe and Mrs. Hallett.

Miss Mordan has addressed debating societies at Wands
worth, Woodbury Down, and a Primrose League meeting at 
Ingham/

The thanks of your Committee are due to Miss Petrie, B.A., 
Mrs. Benjamin Clarke and Mrs. Stopes for speaking at Debates.

Periodical meetings of friends actively helping the work have 
been held at the Society’s office during the winter, which your 
Committee believe have been useful in suggesting and extend
ing work, especially in regard to private discussion parties and 
circulation of literature.

The requests for literature which have been received at your 
office during the past year have been much more numerous than 
in any preceding year, which’in itself is an indication of growing 

B ft

interest in the subject.
Your Committee have to record with 

Miss A. J. Clough, which removes from 
sorrow the death of 
their General Com-
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mittee an ever ready sympathizer in all their efforts. The 
death of Mrs. Charles Holland has taken one of their earliest 
and most generous supporters—the list of donations in this 
report includes her name as a donor of £100. Yet another 
valued member has passed away in Miss Amelia B. Edwards. 
They also regret to record the death of Miss Lucy Wilson, one 
of the early band of workers in the cause of women’s progress. 
Miss E. L. Browne, Mrs. Hall Anderson, Mrs. Sims, all 
workers of early days, have also passed away. :

Your Committee received the following letter in acknowledg
ment of a resolution of condolence sent to their Royal High
nesses the Prince and Princess of Wales on the occasion of the 
lamented death of the Duke of Clarence and Avondale :—

Sandringham, Norfolk.
“ Sir Francis Knollys is desired to convey to the Members of the Central 

Committee of the National Society for Women’s Suffrage the sincere thanks 
of the Prince and Princess of Wales for the warm sympathy they have 
expressed on the occasion of their Royal Highnesses’ bereavement.”

A letter was also received from the Duchess of Teck in reply 
to a resolution of a, similar character addressed to herself and 
the Princess May.

Turning now to future action—a General Election is at hand 
and all political parties are inviting the active participation of 
women in the contest, as canvassers or speakers.' It is earnestly 
hoped that all women who are thus asked to undertake political 
work will question the candidate they are invited to support as 
to his views on Women’s Suffrage. The old prejudice, that 
women have nothing to do with politics, has been completely 
broken down, in the face of the political work which women are 
encouraged to do. This is in itself a great gain for the cause of 
their political enfranchisement. If women are fitted to canvass 
and to influence the votes of others by political argument, they 
cannot be unfit to vote themselves. All candidates should be 
pressed to define the ground on which they stand upon the ques
tion of Women’s Suffrage; and members and friends of this 
society are requested to report to this office the opinion of the 
candidates whom they have questioned on the subject of the 

admission of the women householders and ratepayers to the 
Parliamentary Franchise.

In conclusion, your Committee make an earnest appeal to all 
friends of Women’s Suffrage to come forward and help them 
with funds. Money is always a necessity for the successful 
carrying on of the work, but the increased activity called 
for by the approach of the General Election makes the 
question of finance even more important than in an ordinary 
year. A special fund has been opened for donations for elec- 
tioneering work. Some of the old friends of the Society have 
once more come forward, and it is hoped that a consider- 
able sum will be entrusted to the Committee to enable them to 
carry on active work during the next four months.

The following sums have already been promised :—
E. G.. A.
A Friend
Mrs. Sterling
Mrs. Fawcett
Miss Courtenay - 
Misses Tacey 
Miss Mordan

£100
25
10
10
IO
5
5



II

General Annual Meeting of the Central Committee. 

Westminster Town Hall, May 31st, 1892.
SIR ALGERNON BORTHWICK, Bart., M.P., in the Chair.

Resolution I:
That this Meeting adopt the Report and Financial Statement and 

direct that they be printed for circulation.

Moved by Sir A. Borthwick, Bart., M.P.
Seconded by Mr. George Wyndham, M.P.
Supported by Prof. Jebb, M.P.

Resolution II:
That this Meeting offers its hearty thanks to Sir Albert Rollit, and 

all members who support his Bill, and affirms its great satisfaction at the 
rapid progress towards success which has recently been made by the 
Women’s Suffrage movement, and pledges itself to use all legitimate means 
to press the subject forward during the coming General Election.

Moved by, Miss Tod.
Seconded by Mrs. Fawcett.

Resolution III:
That the Executive Committee for the ensuing year consist of the 

following persons, with power to add to their number, and of delegates of 
Associated Societies:—
» , Professor Adamson, Miss Gertrude Andrews, Mrs. Ashford, Miss 
Baker, The Lady Frances Balfour, Miss Helen Blackburn, Miss Jessie 
Boucherett, Miss Frances Power Cobbe, Colonel Cotton-Jodrell, M.P., Miss 
Courtenay, The Eight Hon. Leonard Courtney, M.P., Miss Emily Davies 
captain Edwards-Heathcote, M.P., Mrs. Henry Fawcett, Louisa L«dy 

Goldsmid, Mrs. Hallett, Mrs. Haslam, Miss Lucy Johnson, Mrs. E. J.
y ne, Miss Mordan, Clara Lady Rayleigh, T. W. Russell, Esq., M P Mrs

£verosTice, Mrs. Sterling, Miss M. Sturge, Miss Tod, and
Moved by Lady Knightley. -
Seconded by Col. Howard Vincent, M.P.

Resolution IV :

That the best thanks of this Meeting be given to Sir Algernon 
Borthwick, for presiding on the present occasion.

Moved by Miss Emily Davies,
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SUBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS.

£ S. d.
Dons.

E. G. A.
Adair, Mrs. H.

... 100 0 0

Alien, Miss, 
Anderson, Mrs. Hall (the late)

"*

Anderson, Miss 
Anderson, Miss A. 
Anderson, Miss J. C. 
Anthony, Miss
Ashford, Mrs.
Atkinson, Mrs. Beavington

• • •

Aylmer, Miss 
Babb, Miss

•••

Babb, J. Staines, Esq. ...
Bailey, Miss ...
Baily, J. T. H., Esq. ...
Bakewell, Miss E. M.
Barratt, Mrs. F. • ••
Baxter, Mrs. Fleming
Baxter, Miss
Beechcroft, Miss

... »

Biggs, Miss Ashurst 
Beggs, Miss Maude
Bird, Miss Lucy (two years) ,
Black, Mrs.
Blacker, Miss
Blackmore, Miss

... 030

Boddy, Dr. Clarinda 
Borchardt, Miss

• ••

Bostock, Miss ...
Bridges, Mrs.
Brodhurst, Mrs.

... 400

Buchan, Dowager Countess
Buckland, Miss ' ...

10 0 0

Burne, Miss
Burt, Miss N. S. ...

...

Bush, Misses 
Byers, Mrs. 
"Castle Townsend"

• • •

Charlesworth, Mrs.
Clarke, Mrs. P.

... TOO

Clark, Miss Stanley • ••
Chickali, Miss • ••

£ s. d. 
Subs.

o 10 0 
1 o o 
IIO 
0. 2 6 
0 2 6 
o 2 6 
040 
110 
050 
110 
2 2 0
IIO 
O 10 0
0 5 0 
0 10 0 
TOO 
IOO 
0 5 0
0 2 6 
2 2 0
110 
10 0

0 2 6 
0 5 0
0 5° 
0 3 6 
10 0
2 0 0
0 10 0

026 
050 
026 
2 2 0
0 5 0
05° 
050 
0 50 
026 
026

Colborne, Hon. Mrs.
Cook, Michael Esq.
Cooper, Miss 
Cotton, Mrs. 
Cowell, Mrs. H. ■ ...
Courtney, Rt. Hon. Leonard, M.P. 
Coxhead, Miss 
■Cozens, Miss ...
Crawshay, Mrs.' R. M.
Crawford, Miss Sibella 
Crook, Mrs. 
Crowe, Miss 
Culme-Seymour, Mrs. 
Currey, Miss F. W.
Darwin, Mrs. Francis 
Davenport-Hill, Miss 
Davenport-Hill, Miss F. ... 
Davies, Miss Emily- 
Davies, Mrs.
Davis, Mrs. Israel
Debenham, Mrs. Wm.
Dimsdale, Baron, M.P.
Donkin, Miss 
Dougal, Miss L. 
Dublin Committee 
Duer, Misses 
Dunn, Miss 
Eaton, Mrs. Lauder 
Eccles, Miss 
Edmunds, Miss 
Ely, Miss ... .
live, Mrs.
Egerton, Hon. Lady Grey 
Fawcett, Mrs. Henry- 
Fawcett, Miss 
Field, Mrs. Eastwick 
Ford, Miss E. H.
Ford, Miss I. O.
Ford, Rawlinson, Esq.
Tord, Mrs. Rawlinson 
Fitzgerald, Miss ■ ...
Fitzgerald, Miss Frances • 
Gilliatt, Mrs.
Goff, Miss -N
Goldsmid, Louisa, Lady |( 
Gordon, Miss 7 .1 ... 
Graves, Mrs.
Green, Miss E. H.
Grey, Mrs. Wm.

•Griffith, Dowager Lady Waldie 
•Grove, Miss

£ s. d. 
Dons.

500

0 5 0

110
1 i o

10 0 0

25 0 0

400

£ s. d. 
Subs.
0 10 0 
050 
026 
I l o 
too 
100 
0 10 0 
050

050 
I I o 
10 0 
IIO 
050 
100 
110 
I I 0 
I X o 
050 
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
330 
050 
026 
100 
0 10 0 
110 
050 
5 0 0 
110 
050 
0 10 0 
2 0 0
5 0 0 
1 0 0
o 5 0 
300 
5,0 0 
110 
110 
026 
026 
1 10
026 
2 2 0
0 10 0 
026 
100 
2 2 0 
2 0 0 
0 10 0
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Grimshawe, Mrs.
Gurney, Miss M.
Gurney, Miss A.
Gwynne, Miss
Hallett, T. G. P., Esq., and Mrs. Hallett
Hamilton, Miss ...
Hamley, Miss
Hallwright, Mrs.
Harberton, Viscountess
Harrison, Mrs.
Hart, Miss M. H.
Heath, Mrs. Bayly-
Heberden, Mrs.
Higgins, Mrs. Napier
Higginson, Mrs.
Hill, Miss Emily
Hill, Miss Georgiana
Hill, Mrs.
Hodgson, Mrs. C. H.
Holland, Mrs. Charles (the late)
Holland, Miss Mabel
Hope, Mrs. Curling
Hope, Miss
Hubbard, Mrs.
Jeffcock, Mrs.
Jex-Blake, Dr. Sophia
Johnson, Miss Agnes
Johnson, Miss Lucy
Jones, Miss Constance
Jones, Miss H. M. ...
Jordan, Mrs.
Joy, Mr. and Mrs. A.
Judd, Mrs..
Kensington, Miss ...
L. A. J.

„ (second don.)
„ (third don.)

Lacey, Mrs. Bolton ... •
Lafone, Alfred, Esq., M.P.
Lawrence, Miss D.
Lawrence, Miss M.
Lawrence, Miss P.
Layland, Miss
Lewin, Miss
Light, Miss
Lister, Miss Emma
Lyttelton, Hon. and Rev. Edward
Lyttelton, Hon. Mrs. Edward ...
McKerlie, Miss Helen
Manning, Miss E. A.
Marshall, Dr. Mary

A S. d. £ s. d. 
Dons. Subs.

Io 
100 
i o o 
o IO 0

500
050 
026
0 50 
100 
TOO 
050
1 I o 
026
I o o 
100 
026 
026
O I O' 
330

100 O 0
200 
026’

0 2 0
0 5 0 
050
I O O’ 
IIO

10 O O I I O’ 
110 
050 

0 2 0 
050

050 
050

10 0 
100 
too

0100 
2 2 o
110 
1 l 0
110 

0 5 0
04O 
I I O' 
o 5 o 
1 1 0 
IIO’ 
050 
1 1 o 
050

Marshall, John, Esq.
Marshall, Mrs. John
Martineau, Miss L. E. .
Massey, Miss
Matheson, Lady 
Meinertzhagen, Miss 
Mitchell. Mrs. J. F. ' 
Moore, Miss Ogle 
Mordan, Miss 
Mordan, Augustus, Esq.
Mosley, Miss M. .
Muller, Mrs.
Mylne, Mrs. J. E.
Nathan, Mrs. Henry 
Newman, Prof. F. W. 
Notcutt, Miss 
O’Connor, Miss 
Onley, Miss 
Paley, Hon. Mrs.
Paine, Mrs. Lewis 
Paull, Miss Lillie 
Pereira, Hon. Mrs. 
Phillott, Mrs.
Phillott, Miss Constance 
Phillott, Miss Edith 
Pierpoint, Miss 
Ponsonby, Hon. Mrs.
Porter, Miss
Pym, Mrs. Guy
Rayleigh, Clara, Lady
Reid, Miss
Roberts, Sir Owen and Lady
Robertson, Miss
Rolleston, Miss
Ruth, Miss
Schaw-Protheroe, Miss
Scott, Mrs.
Scott, Miss Louisa B.
Seakins, Mrs.
Shaen, Mrs.
Shaen, Miss
Shanks, Mrs.
Shedden, Mrs. E. C.
Shedden, Mrs. R. ..
Sidgwick, Mrs. Henry

Singleton, Mrs. ...
Smith, Mrs. F. P. ..
Smith, Mrs. St. Osythe Eustace 
Smith, Miss M. Harris 
Spring-Rice, Mrs. S.
Spriggs, Miss

£ s. d. £ s. d. 
Dons. Subs.

IIo 
i i o 
100 
050

10 0 0
050 
110 
026 
500 
100 
026 
100

500 0 10 o
0 2 6 
100 
050 
05° 
026 
200 
050 
026
220 
050 
050 
050 
026 
050 
050 
110 
2 0 0 
0 2 6
2 2 0 
IOO 
OIO 
IOO 

5 0 0 
0 10 6 

050
050 
110 
110 
026 
026 
026

25 0 0
026 
050 
110 

0 10 6 0 10 6
110

050
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Stansfield, Miss 
Sterling, Mrs. 
Sterling, Miss 
Stone, Miss 
Strange, Miss L. G. 
Streatfield, Mrs. 
Tabor, Miss M. C. 
Tacey, Miss 
Tacey, Miss Alice 
Tacey, Miss Anne 
Tapson, Mrs. 
Tatlock, Miss 
Taylor, Mrs. Thomas 
Thomas, Mrs. Charles 
Thomas, Mrs. Elizabeth 
Thorne, Mrs.
Topham, Mrs. 
Toynbee, Miss 
Twining, Miss Louisa 
Vansittart, Mrs.
Vernon, Miss
Vickery, Dr. Alice 
Wainwright, Miss 
Walker, Miss Abney 
Walker, Miss J. H. 
Walker, Mrs. Ingram 
Wall, Miss Mack 
Waterman, Miss 
Wedgwood, Miss Julia 
Wellesley, Mrs. Gerald 
Welsh, Miss 
Westlake, John, Esq., Q.C. 
Westlake, Mrs.
Wildey, Mrs.' 
Wilkinson, Miss F. R. 
Wilson, Miss Dupr 
Wilson, Miss A. E.
Wolmer, The Lady Maud 
Wordale, Rev. J.
Wright, Mrs. A.
The York Committee 
Zimmermann, Miss Agnes 
Various small sums

Received

Mrs. Scholefield
Miss Reeves
Mr. Stanislaus Makovski
Mrs. Makovski
Miss Baker
Mrs. Robert Christison

Dons.
£ s. d.

1 0 0

30 0 0

1 1 0

1 0 0

1 0 0

2 0 0
1 0 0
1 10 0

Books made UP.

Subs.
£ s. d. 
o 10 o
2 0 0
2 0 0 
i o o
1 10 
2 2 0
0 5 0
2 0 0 
2 0 0
2 0 0
2 2 0
O 10 0 
0 5 0 
10 0

050 
0'2 6
0 5 0

050 
0 10 6
0 5 0 
050
1 0 0 
1 1 0
0 10 0
0 10 0

0 10 0 
10 0 
10 0
0 10 0 
0 10 0 
110
1 1 0

0 2 6 
110

1 10
050

0 10 0 
0 10 0 
100 
1 0 0
050
0 2 6

GENERAL COMMITTEE.

Agg-Gardner, J. T., Esq., M.P. 
Bain, Sir James, M.P.
Collings, Jesse, Esq., M.P. 
Cotton-Jodrell, Col., M.P. 
Courtney, Rt. Hon. Leonard, M.P. 
Dimsdale, Baron, M.P. 
Dunsany, Lord, M.P. 
Edwards-Heathcote, Capt., M.P. 
FitzGerald, R. U. Penrose, Esq.,

M.P.
Fitzwygram, Lt-Gen. Sir F., M.P., 
Fry, Lewis, Esq., M.P. 
Hanbury-Tracy, Hon. F. S., M.P. 
Hughes, Edwin, Esq., M.P. 
Johnston, Win., Esq., M.P.

Abbott, Rev. Edwin A., D.D. 
Adamson, Professor 
Andrews, Miss Gertrude 
Anderson, Mrs. Garrett, M.D. 
Anstruther, Louisa Lady 
Ashford, Mrs. (Birmingham) 
Atkinson, Miss (Manchester) 
Babb, Miss C. E. 
Baker, Miss M. 
Balfour, Eustace, Esq. 
Balfour, The Lady Frances 
Barnett, Mrs. S. A. , 
Beddoe, John, Esq., M.D., F.R.S. 
Beddoe, Mrs. (Clifton) 
Bell, Miss Elizabeth 
Bell, Miss A. E.
Bigg, Miss Louisa (Luton) 
Biggs, Miss Ashurst 
Blackburn, Miss Helen 
Bostock, Miss 
Boucherett, Miss (Willingham) 
Boucherett, Miss Jessie 
Bowring, Lady (Exeter) 
Brodie-Hall, Miss L. W. 
Buchan, Dowager Countess of 
Burrough, Mrs. (Eaton Bishop) 
Byers, Mrs. (Belfast) 
Chamberlain, V. I., Esq. 
Chamberlain. Mrs. V. I. 
Champneys, Basil, Esq. 
Clark, Mrs. Benjamin

Kenyon, Hon. Geo., M. P.
Lafone, Alfred, Esq., M.P.
Laurie, Col., M.P.
Lethbridge, Sir Roper, M.P.
Maclure, J. W., Esq., M.P.
Madden, Rt. Hon. D. H., M.P. 
Manfield, M. P., Esq., M.P.
McLagan, Peter, Esq., M.P. 
McLaren, Walter, Esq., M.P. 
Puleston, Sir J. H., M.P. 
Rollit, Sir A. K., M.P.
Round, James, Esq., M.P.
Russell, T. W., Esq., M.P.
Temple, Sir Richard, Bt., M.P. 
Wright, H. Smith, Esq., M.P.

Cobbe, Miss F. Power
Colborne, The Hon. Mrs. 
Colville, Col.
Cooper, Miss Laura 
Cotton-Jodrell, Mrs. 
Courtauld, Geo., Esq.
Courtenay, Miss 
Crook, Mrs. (Bolton) 
Cross, Mrs. Joseph (Bolton) 
Darwin, Mrs. Francis 
Davenport-Hill, Miss 
Davenport-Hill, Miss F.
Davies, Rev. Llewelyn
Davies, Miss Emily- 
Donkin, Miss
Drew, Miss Catherine
Dunbar, Dr. Eliza W. (Bristol)
Dunn, T. W., Esq., M.A. (Bath Coll.)
East wick-Field, Mrs.
Eccles, Miss
Egerton, Hon. Lady Grey
Eiloart, Mrs.
Ellaby, Miss, M.D.
Ellis, Miss
Ewart, Lady
Fawcett, Mrs. Henry
FitzGerald, Mrs. Penrose
FitzGerald, Miss Geraldine Penrose 
FitzGerald, Miss (Valencia Island) 
FitzGerald, Mrs. Robert (Tralee) 
Fletcher, J. S., Esq.



Ford, Mrs. Rawlinson (Leeds) 
Ford, Miss Isabella O.
Forsyth, W., Esq., Q.C. 
Forsyth, Miss Ethel 
Garrett, Miss Agnes 
Green, Rev. Charles (Beckenham) 
Grimshawe, Mrs. (Goldington

Grange) 
Gurney, Miss Mary 
Goldsmid, Louisa, Lady 
Hallett, Mrs. Ashworth 
Hallett, T. G. P., Esq. 
Hamilton, Mrs. (Bray, Dublin) 
Hamilton, Miss Mary 
Hankey, Mrs. H. A.
Harberton, Viscount 
Harberton, Viscountess 
Harcourt, A. Vernon, Esq. (Oxon) 
Hart, Miss Mary H. 
Hasam, Mrs. (Dublin) 
Heath, Mrs. W. Bayly 
Herringham, Mrs. Wilmot 
Higgins, Mrs. Napier 
Hill, Frederic, Esq. 
Hill, Mrs. Frank 
Hodgson, Mrs. C. H. 
Hunter, R., Esq. 
Hunter, Mrs. R.
James, Captain 
Jex Blake, Dr. Sophia 
Johnson, Miss Lucy 
Jones, Rev. Harry- 
Jones, Miss H. M. (Notting Hill

High School) 
Kensington, Miss 
Kinnear, J. Boyd, Esq. 
Kinnear, Mrs. J. Boyd 
Knightley, Lady- 
Lambert, Rev. Brooke, 
Lecky, Mrs. W. E. H. 
Lethbridge, Lady- 
Lister, Miss Emma (Hampstead) 
Lynd, The Rev. R. L, D. D.

Thomas, Mrs. Charles (Bristol) 
Thorne, Mrs. (Lewes) 
Tod, Miss (Belfast)
Toynbee, Miss 

(Moderator, Irish Presb. Church), Mrs. Hugh Thackeray
McLaren, Mrs. Eva ‘ Twining, Miss Louisa
Manning, Miss E. Adelaide 
Marshall, Mrs. Mary, M.D. 
Marshall, Mrs. Emma 
Marshall, Mrs. John (Derwent

Island) Welsh, Miss (Girton College)
Marshall, Mrs. Stephen (Ambleside) Wilkinson, Miss 
Meath, The Countess of
Mele Barese, Princess

- Mordan, Miss
Muller, E. B. Ivan, Esq., Manchester.
Mylne, Mrs. J. E.

, Newman, Prof. F. W.
Oliver, R., Esq.
Oliver, Mrs.
Parry, The Lady Maude
Percival, Rev. J., D.D. (Rugby) 
Passmore Edwards, J., Esq.
Pereira, The Hon. Mrs.
Portsmouth, Evelyn Countess of 
Prideaux, Miss S.
Pym, Guy, Esq.
Rayleigh, Clara, Lady
Reeves, Miss
Reeves, Miss (Tramore)
Ridley, Miss
Roberts, Sir Owen, F.S.A.
Roberts, Lady 
Roberts, Miss Dorothea 
Robertson, Miss 
Russell, Mrs. T. W.
Sanderson, J. S., Esq. (Chislehurst)
Sawyer, Lady 
Scholefield, Mrs.
Severne, Mrs. (Shrewsbury) 
Shaen, Mrs.
Sidgwick, Prof. Henry, D.Litt.
Sidgwick, Mrs. Henry-
Spring Rice, Mrs. Stephen 
Still, Major-Gen, (Clifton) 
Sturge, Miss M. C. 
Sterling, Mrs.
Stone, Miss
Swanwick, Miss Anna 
Tabor, Miss M. C.
Taylor, Mrs. (Chipchase Castle) 
Taylor, Mrs. Thos.
Taylour, Miss Jane E

Vernon, Miss
Vincent, Maria, Lady- 
Ward, Mrs. E. M.
Wedgwood, Miss Julia

Wilkinson, Miss L. M. 
Wilks, Mark, Esq.

NATIONAL SOCIETY FOR WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE. 
Central Committee.

The object of the Society is to obtain the Parliamentary Franchise 
for Women on the same conditions as.it is, or may be granted to men.

The Society seeks to achieve this object— 1

1. By acting as a centre for the collection and diffusion of 
information with regard to the progress of the movement 
in all parts of the country.

2. By holding Public Meetings in support of the repeal of the 
Electoral Disabilities of women.

3. By the publication of Pamphlets, Leaflets, and other Literature 
bearing upon the question.

RULES.

Passed at the General Meeting of the Central Committee 

and Subscribers to its Funds, held July 17TH, 1872.

1. The Central Committee shall consist of the present members 
and such others as the Executive Committee may, from time to time, 
elect. . '

2. The Executive Committee shall consist of, members of the Central 
Committee, to be elected at the Annual General .Meeting, and of 
single delegates, the same being members of Local Committees, 
appointed by Local Associations to represent them ; the Executive 
Committee having power to add to the Central Committee, and to its own 
number, and to appoint the Officers.

3. A subscription of any amount constitutes membership of the 
National Society.

4. A General Meeting of the Central Committee shall be held once 
a year to appoint the Executive Committee, to receive the Annual 
Report and the Financial Statement and to transact any other business 
which may arise.

5. The Executive Committee shall, at its first meeting, appoint the 
Officers.

6. A Special General Meeting may be called by the Executive 
Committee at any time; or, at the written request of not less than 
twenty-five members of the Central Committee the Secretary or 
Secretaries shall call a Special General Meeting to discuss such matters 
only as are mentioned in the nptice of such meeting.

7- Eight days’ public notice shall be given of all General Meetings.
8. The above rules shall not be altered except at a General Meeting 

after fourteen days’ notice of the proposed alteration given to the 
Executive Committee.



APPENDIX TO ANNUAL REPORT.

UClomen’s Suffrage Candidates
FOR THE

General Elertion
Of whose opinions. information has reached the Committee up to 

date of issue.

Those candidates who as Members of the present or of 
previous Parliaments have voted in support of Women’s 
Suffrage are printed in capitals, those who voted for Sir 
Albert Rollit's Bill being distinguished by an *.

Of new candidates, those who have replied in the affirmative 
to the enquiry whether they would support a measure for ex- 
tending the Parliamentary Franchise to women who already 
possess the various local franchises are distinguished by a §. 
Others have spoken in public or otherwise shewn themselves 
in favour.

*Abraham, W.
* Acland, A. H. Dyke
*Addison, J. E.
*AGG-GARDNER, J. T.
Aird, John 
Allen, Egerton 
Allison, R. A.

§Annand, J.
*ANSTRUTHER, C. L.
Arnold, Arthur

§ Arnold, Alfred 
Ashmead-Bartlett, E.

§ Askew, W. Robertson

§ Bagot, Capt
*BAIN, Sir James
*BALFOUR, Rt. Hon. A. J.

Nat. Limerick, West.
G. L. Yorks, Rotherham.
C. A shton-under-Lyne.
C. Cheltenham.
C. Paddington, North.
G. L. Pembroke District.
G. L. Cumberland, Eskdale.
G. L. Tynemouth.
C. Suffolk, Woodbridge.
G. L. Dorset, North.
C. Halifax.
C. Sheffield, Eccleshall.
C. Northumberland, Ber-

wick-on-Tweed.
C. Westmoreland, South.
C. Cumberland, Whitehavt
C. Manchester, East.

BALFOUR, G. W.
*Balfour, J. S.
*BANES, Major
Baptie, J. Proctor 

*Beach, W. W. B.
*BEAUFOY, Mark
Begg, Faithfull 

*Bentinck, Lord H.
*BIGWOOD, J.
*BIRKBECK, Sir E.
*BIRRELL, Augustine
*Bolitho, T. B.
Boord, T. W.

■’’'Borthwick, Sir A., Bt. 
§Bousfield, W. R., Q.C.
Brand, Capt. Hon. T. S.

*BRIDGEMAN, Hon. Col.
Bright, Jacob
Bunting, Percy 

*BUCHANAN, T. B.
*Burt, Thos.
Caine, W. S.

*Cameron, Dr. Charles
§ Cartwright, T. L. M.
Channing, F. A.

§ Chesney, Gen. Sir G.
CLARK, Dr. Gavin

§ Clarke, Sir Andrew
§ Clare, O. Leigh
Clay den, Arthur 

§Clayton, N. G. 
§Clough, W. O.
Cohen, B. L.

*Coleridge, Hon. B.
* Collings, Jesse
Collins, R. C.

§Colston, E.
Compton, Earl 

*CoNYBEARE, G. A. V. 
*Corbett A. Cameron
Costelloe, B. T.

*COTTON-JODRELL, Col. ' 
*COURTNEY, Rt. Hon. L. 
*COzENS-HARDY, H. H.

§ Crosland, Sir Joseph 
Cunliffe, Sir R. A., Br.

C. Leeds, Central.
G. L. Burnley.
C. West Ham, South.
G. L. Bath.
C. Hants, Andover.
G. L. Kennington.
C. Kennington.
C. Norfolk, North West.
C. Middlesex, Brentford.
C. Norfolk, East.
G. L. Fife, West.
L. U. Cornwall, St. Ives.
C. Greenwich.
C. Kensington, South.
C. Hackney, North.
G. L. Sussex; Eastbourne.
C. Bolton.
G. L. Manchester, South West
G. L. Islington, East.
G. L. Edinburgh, West.
G. L. Morpeth.
G. L. Bradford, East.
G. L. Glasgow, College.
C. Northampton, South.
G. L. Northamptonshire, East.
C. Oxford.
G. L. Caithness.
G. L. Chatham j
C. Lancashire, Eccles.
G. L. Camberwell, Dulwich.
C. N'humberland^ Hexham.
G. L. Portsmouth.
C. Islington, East.
G. L. - Sheffield, Attercliffe.
L. U. Birmingham, Bardesley.
C. Devon, Ashburton.
C. Gloucester, Thornbury.
G. L. York Barnsley.
G. L. Cornwall, Camborne.
L. U. Glasgow, Tradeston.
G. L. Chelsea.
C. Cheshire, Wirrall.
L. U. Cornwall, Bodmin.
G. L. Norfolk, North.
C. Huddersfield.
L. U. Flintshire.
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§Debenham, Frank G. L. Cheltenham.
*DIXON, George L. U. Birmingham, Edgbaston.
*DIxON-HARTLAND, F. D. C. Middlesex, Uxbridge.
§Duke, Col. Oliver T. C. Bedford, Luton.
§Duncan, S. W. C. Cambridge, Wisbeach.
*Dunn, W. G. L. Paisley.

*Elcho, Lord C. Ipswich.
*Elliot, Sir George C. Monmouth, District.
*ESSLEMONT, Peter G. L. Aberdeen, East.
§Everett, R. L. G. L. Suffolk, Woodbridge.
*EYRE, Col. C. Lincoln, Gainsborough.
*Farquharson, Dr. G. L. Aberdeen, West.
*Finch, G. H. C. Rutland.
Finch-Hatton, H. H. C. Nottingham, East.

*FISHER, W. Hayes C. Fulham.
*Fitzgerald, R. U. P. C. Cambridge.
*FITZWYGRAM, Sir F. C. Hants, Fareham.
*FORWOOD, Rt. Hon. A. B. C. Lancashire, Newton.
§Foster, S. P. C. Carlisle.

FRY, Lewis, L. U. Bristol, North.
*Gane, Lawrence G. L. Leeds, Central.
*GATHORNE-HARDY,HON. A. C. Sussex, East Grinstead.
*Giles, Alfred C. Southampton.
*GODSON, A. F. C. Kidderminster.
*GOLDSWORTHY, Gen. C. Hammersmith.
*Gorst, Rt. Hon. J. G. C. Cambridge University.
*Gourley, E. T. G. L. Sunderland.
§ Graham, Harry R. U. St. Pancras, North.

GRAHAM, CUNINGHAME G. L. Glasgow, Camlochie.
§ Greenwood, Arthur C. York.
*Grotrian, F. B. C. Hull, East.
§Gunn, John L. U. Cardiff
*HALDANE, R. B. G. L. Haddington, East

Lothian.
^Halsey, F. T. C. Herts, Watford.
*HARRISON, Henry Nat. Tipperary Mid.
Harvey, Robert C. Devonport.

§Hatch, E. C. Lancashire, Gorton.
Haysman, J. G. L. Mile End.
Hayne, C. Seale G. L. Devon, Ashburton.

*Heaton, J. Henniker C. Canterbury.
*HERVEY, Lord F. C. B^try St. Edmunds.
Hibbert, J. T. G. L. Oldham.

§ Hickman, Sir A. C. Wolverhdmpton, West.
A. S., Q.C. C. Stafford, Kingswinford.
Rt. Hon. Lord A. C. Down.

*HILL, Col. Sir E. C.
§ Hoare, E. Hugh G. L.
*Hoare, S. C.
§Hodgson, C. D. G. L.
*HOLLOWAY, Geo. C.
Hopwood, C. H., Q.C. G. L.

*HOULDSWORTH, Sir W. C.
Howard, E. Stafford G. L.

*Hutchinson,Capt.Grice C.
^Holden, Isaac C.
Howorth, H. H. C.

*HOZIER, James H. C. C.
*Hughes, Col. C.
Hudson, G. B. C.

*Hunter, W. A. G. L.
§Hulton, Harrington C.
Hume, Major M.A.S. L. U.

*Illingworth, Alfred G. L.
*ISAACS, Major C.
*Isaacson, F. W. C.
Jacoby, J. A. G. L.

*Jebb, Prof. R. C. C.
Jenkins, Sir J. Jones L. U.
Jennings, L. J. C.

* Johnston, William C.
§Judd, G. G. L.
*Keay, J. Seymour G. L.
Kenyon, Hon. G. T. C.

*Kerans, F. H. C.
*Kimber, H. C.
*King, H. Seymour C.
*Lafone, Alfred C.
Laverton, W. H. C.

*LAWRENCE, Sir Trevor C.
*LAWSON, Sir W., Bt. G. L.

Lea, Thomas L. U.
*Leahy, J. Nat.
*LEAKE, R. G. L.

*LECHMERE, Sir E., Bt. C.
§Leeke, Samuel C.
Lever, W. H. G. L.
Lidgett, Geo. G. L.
Lile, J. H. G. L.

Bristol, South.
Cambridge, Chesterton. 
Norwich.
Surrey, Kingston. 
Gloucester, Stroud.
Lancaster, Middleton. 
Manchester, N. W. 
Gloucester, Thornbury. 
Aston Manor.
Yorkshire, Keighley.
Salford, South. 
Lanark, South. 
Woolwich.
Herts, Hitchin. 
Aberdeen, N. 
Lincoln, Bosworth. 
Stockport.
Bradford, West.
Newington, Walworth. 
Tower Hamlets, Stepney.

Derby, Mid.
Cambridge University. 
Carmarthen District.
Stockport.
Belfast, S.
Hants, Basingstoke.
Elgin Group.
Denbigh District. 
Lincoln.
Wandsworth.
Hull, Central.

Southwark, Bermondsey. 
'Wilts, Westbury.
Surrey, Reigate.
Cumberland, Cocker

mouth.
Londonderry, South.
Kildare, South.
Lancashire, Radcliffe- 

cum-Farnham.
Worcester, Evesham.
Derby, Ilkeston. 
Birkenhead.
Plymouth.
Cornwall, St. Ives.
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*LLEWELLYN, E. H. C.
Lockhart, R. A. L. U.

§Lockwood, Col. C.
*LOCKWOOD, Frank G. L.
*Logan, J. W. G. L.
*Lubbock, Sir John, Bt. L. U.
Lush, A. H. G. L.
McArthur, W. A. G. L.

*McCARTHY, Justin Nat.
§ Macdonald, A. J. Murray G. L.
§ Macdona, Cumming C.
*McKENNA, Sir J. Nat.
*McLagan, Peter G. L.
*McLAREN, W. S. B. G. L.
McLaren, C. B. G. L.
Maclure, J. W. C.

*MADEN, J. H. , G. L.
*Madden, Rt. Hon. H. D. C.
*Maguire, T. R. Nat.
*Mallock, Richard C.
*Manfield, M. P. G. L.
*MARRIOTT, Rt. Hon.

Sir W. C.
*MATHER,W. G. L.
*MAXWELL, Sir H. E. • C.

Meates, T. A. G. L.
§Meredyth, W. H. C.
*Mildmay, F. B. L. U.
*Montagu, S. G. L.

Morgan, Col.
*MORGAN, O. V.
Moulton, J. Fletcher

*MUNTZ, P. A.
Murray, Col. Wyndham 

§Mytton, Capt. D. H.
§Napier, Major Scott

C.
G. L.
G. L.
C.
C.
C.
C.

*Nolan, Col.
*NORTHCOTE, Hon. Sir

S., Bt.
*O’Brien, Wm.
*O’Brien, Patrick
§ Otter, Francis,
Pavey, Capt.
Pearse, Sir W.

Nat.

C.
Nat.
Nat.
G. L.
G. L.
C.

Somerset, North.
Montrose Group.' 
Essex, Epping.
York.
Leicester, Harborough.
London University.
Devon, Totnes.
Cornwall, St. Austell.
Londonderry.
Bow (3 Bromley.
Southwark, Rotherhithe.
Monaghan South.
Linlithgow, W.Lothian.
Cheshire, Crewe. 
Leicester, Bosworth. 
Lancashire, Stratford. 
Lancashire, Rossendale.
Dublin University.
Donegal, North.
Devon, Torquay.
Northampton.

Brighton.
Lancashire, Gorton.
Wigtonshire.
Hackney, North.
Monmouth, West.
Devon, Totnes.
Tower Hamlets, White

chapel.
Monmouth, North.
A shton-under-Lyne.
Notts, South.
Waiwich, Tanmouth. 
Bath.
Mon tgomeryshire.
Cumberland, Cocker

mouth.
Galway, North.

Exeter.
Cork, North East.
Monaghan.
Lincoln, Horncastle.
Kent, Tunbridge, 
Plymouth.

Pearson, Sir Charles C. St. Andrew's University.
§Phillips, Sir C. E. G. C. Pembrokeshire.
*PHILIPPS, J. Wynford
*PLAYFAIR, Rt. Hon. Sir

G. L. Lanark.

Lyon G. L. Leeds, South.
PLOWDEN, Sir Wm.' G. L. Wolverhampton, W.
Pollard, Dr. G. L. Southport.
PRICE, Capt. C. Devonport.

§Pryce-Jones, Sir Pryce C. Montgomery District.
PULESTON, Sir J. C. Carnarvon.

§Purvis, R. C. Peterborough.
Pym, Guy C. Bedford.

*QUIN, Thomas Nat. Kilkenny.
* Ran kin, J. C. Hereford, Leominster.
*RASCH, Major C. Essex, South East.
*Reed, Byron C.' Bradford, East.
§ Richardson, J. M. C. , Lincolnshire, Brigg.
§ Richardson, T. L. U. Hartlepool.
Richards, H. C. C. N orthampton.

*ROBY, J. H. G. L. Lancashire, Eccles.
^Robinson, Brooke C. Dudley.
*ROLLIT, Sir A. K. C. Islington, South.
*Round, JAMES C. Essex, Harwich.
*ROUNTREE, Joshua G. L. Scarborough.
*ROWLANDS, Bowen G. L. Cardiganshire.
'^Russell, Sir George C. Berkshire, Wokingham.
*RUSSELL, T. W. L. U. Tyrone, North.
§ Samuel, H. S. - C. Tower Hamlets, Lime

house.
*Sanderson, Col. C. Armagh.
Saunders, W. G. L. Newington, Walworth. 

Westmoreland, Appleby§ Savory, Sir Joseph C.
*SCHWANN, C. E. G. L. Manchester, North.
Scott, C. P. G. L. Manchester, North East.
Serena, Arthur G. L. Falmouth.

§ Shadwell, Lucas C. Finsbury.
*Shaw, Thomas G. L. Halifax.
*SIDEBOTTOM, A. W. C. Derby, High Peak.
Souttar, R. G. L. Oxford.

*Smith, Abel C. Hertfordshire.
*STANSFELD, Rt. Hon. J. G. L. Halifax.

Smith, P. Vernon C. Essex-Saffron, Walden. 
Hackney Central.Stewart, J. F. G. L.

* Storey, S. G. L. Sunderland.
*Stuart, James G. L. Shoreditch, Hoxton.
Sturt, Hon. H, C, Dorset, East,
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Summers, W. , G. L.
*SULLIVAN, Donal Nat.
Sullivan, T. D. Nat.

§Tallents, G. W. C.
*TEIIPLE, Sir R., Bt. C.
Terry, Imbert C.
Terrell, T. G. L.

*Thomas, Abel G. L.
Thompson, Whittaker C.

*THORBURN, Walter L. U.
Townsend, Charles G. L.

*Tyler, Sir Henry C.
Verdon, Dr. G. L.

*VILLIERS, Rt. Hon.C. P . L. U.
*VINCENT, Col. Howard C.
*West, Gol. Cornwallis L. U.
Wainwright, H. H. C.

§ Walker, Thomas G. L.
*WALROND, Sir W. C.
*WATKIN, Sir E., Bt. L. U.
*WEBB, Alfred Nat.
* Weston, Sir J. G. L.
Westlake, J., Q.C. L. U.

§ White, Leedham L. U.
§Whiteley, Geo. C.
Whiteley, G. C. G. L.

*WHITMORE, C. C.
§ Williams, J. Carvell G. L.
*WOLMER, Viscount L. U.
*Wood Nicholas C.

*Woodall, W. g: l.
*WORTLEY, C. Stuart C.
* Wright, Caleb G. L.
Wright, H. Smith C.

*Wright, T. L. U.
*Wyndham, Geo. C.
§Yates, J. M. C.
§Yoxall, J. H. G. L.

Huddersfield. 
Westminster.
Dublin, College Green.
Newington, West. 
Surrey, Kingston. 
Somerset, South. 
Paddington, North. 
Carmarthen, East. 
Yorkshire, Shipley. 
Peebles, Selkirk. 
Bristol, North. 
Great Yarmouth.
Norwood.
Wolverhampton, South. 
Shefiield, Central.
Denbigh, West. 
South Shields.
Lancashire, Blackpool. 
Devon, Tiverton.
Hythe.
Waterford, West. 
Bristol, West. 
Cornwall, St. Austell. 
Devon, Barnstaple. 
Cheshire, Northwich. 
Greenwich.
Chelsea.
Notts., Mansfield. 
Edinburgh, West. 
Durham, Houghton-le-

Spring.
Hanley.
Shefiield, Hallam. 
Lancashire, Leigh. 
Nottingham, South. 
Leicester.
Dover.
Manchester, North. 
Notts, Bassetlaw.

PUBLICATIONS ISSUED BY THE CENTRAL

COMMITTEE.

Occasional Paper issued May, 1892,
Contents—Debates in the House of Commons, Division List, 
Table of Former Debates, etc. Price 3d.

A Reply to THE Letter of Mr. Smith, M.P., on Women’s 
Suffrage, by Mrs. Fawcett. Price id.

In Preparation.

Speech of Sir Albert Kaye ROLLIT, M.P., in the House of 
Commons.

Speech of Professor Jebb, M.P., at the Annual Meeting.

Speech of Mr. George Wyndham, M.P., at the Annual Meeting.

Address of Thanks to M.P.’s

Resolutions passed by Representative Electoral Bodies.
Leaflet is. 6d. per 100.

Opinions of Conservative Leaders. Leaflet is. 6d. per 100.

Women’s Suffrage. Reasons for supporting the Extension of 
the Franchise, is. per 100.

ELECTION PLACARDS.
Large posters may be obtained on application to the Secretary.
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Appendix to the A nnual Report of the Central Committee of the 
National Society for Women's Suffrage, 10, Great College 
Street, Westminster.

SECOND AND ENLARGED EDITION.

Clomen’s Suffrage Candidates
FOR THE

GBeneral (Elertion of 1892.

Note.—In issuing this list the Committee wish it to be understood 
that it does not claim to be exhaustive, they believe that many Candi
dates of whose opinions information has not been forwarded to them, 
have expressed themselves more or less favourably to their constituents.

Capitals denote those Members of the present or of 
previous Parliaments who have voted in support of Women’s 
Suffrage.

An asterisk denotes those who voted for Sir Albert 
Rollit’s Bill.

§ denotes new candidates, who have replied in the 
affirmative, to the enquiry whether they would support a 
measure for extending the Parliamentary Franchise to 
women who already possess the various local franchises.

Others have spoken in public or otherwise shewn themselves 
in favour.

*ACLAND, A. H. Dyke G. L. Yorks, Rotherham.
* Addison, J. E. C. A shton-under-Lyne.
*AGG-GARDNER, J. T. C. Cheltenham.
Aird, John C. Paddington, North.
Allen, Egerton G. L. Pembroke District.
Allison, R. A. G. L. Cumberland, Eskdale.

§Annand, J. G. L. Tynemouth.
*ANSTRUTHER, Col. C. Suffolk, Woodbridge.
Arnold, Arthur G. L. Dorset, North.

§ Arnold, Alfred C. ' Halifax.
Ashmead-Bartlett, E. C. Sheffield, Eccleshall.

§Askew, W. Robertson C. N orthumberland, Ber-
wick-on-Tweed.

§ Bagot, Capt C. Westmoreland, South.



*BAIN, Sir James C. Cumberland, Whitehaven.'
*BALFOUR, Rt. Hon. A. J. C. Manchester, East.
*Balfour, G. W. C. Leeds, Central.
^Balfour, J. S. G. L. Burnley.
*Banes, Major C. West Ham, South.
Baptie, J. Proctor G. L. Bath.
Barnes, F. E. G. L. Surrey, Reigate.
Bayley, Thomas Labour Finsbury, Holborn.
Bateman, J. G. L. Derby, Chesterfield.

*Beach, W. W. B. C. Hants, Andover.
Beale, E. J. G. L. St. Pancras, South.

*Beaufoy, Mark G. L. Kennington.
Begg, Faithfull C. Kennington.
Bell, W. A. L. U. Leith.

*BENTINCK, Lord H. C. Norfolk, North West.
*Bigwood, J. C. Middlesex, Brentford.

Billson, A. G. L. Devon, Barnstaple.
*BIRKBECK, Sir E. C. Norfolk, East. "
*BIRRELL, AUGUSTINE ' G. L. Fife, West.
*BOLITHO, T. B. L. U. Cornwall, St. Ives.
Boord, T. W. C. Greenwich. /

*BORTHWICK, Sir A., Bt. C. Kensington, South.
§Boscawen, A. 'G. C. Kent, Tunbridge Wells.
§Bousfield, W. R., Q.C. C. Hackney, North.
§Bowring, W. B. G. L. Liverpool, Abercrombie.
Brand, Capt. Hon. T. S. G. L. Sussex, Eastbourne.

*BRIDGEMAN, Hon. Col. C. Bolton.
Bright, Jacob G. L. Manchester, South\West.
Broad, H. J. E. G. L. Derby, South.
Bunting, Percy G. L. Islington, East.
Burns, John Lab. Battersea.

*BUCHANAN, T. B. G. L. Edinburgh, West.
*Burt, Thos. G. L. Morpeth. '
Caine, W. S. G. L. Bradford, East.

*Cameron, Dr. Charles G. L. Glasgow, College.
§ Cartwright, T. L. M. C. Northampton, South.
Channing, F. A. G. L. Northamptonshire, East.

§ Chesney, Gen. Sir G. C. Oxford.
*Clark, Dr. Gavin G. L. Caithness.
§ Clarke, Sir Andrew ' G. L. Chatham
§ Clare, O. Leigh C. Lancashire, Eccles,

Clayden, Arthur G. L. Camberwell, Dulwich.
§Clayton, N. G. , C. N'humberland, Hexham.
§Clough, W. 0. G. L. Portsmouth.
Cohen, B. L. C. Islington, East.
Coldstream, L. P. G. L. Wigtonshire.

*Coleridge, Hon. B. G. L. Sheffield, Attercliffe,
*COLLINGS, Jesse L. U. Birmingham, Bardesley.

Collins, R. C. C. Devon, Ashburton.
Colomb, Sir John C. Tower Hamlets, Bromley.

§Colston, E. C. Gloucester, Thornbury.
Compton, Earl G. L. York, Barnsley.

*CONYBEARE, C. A. V. G. L. Cornwall, Camborne.
*Corbett A. Cameron L. U. Glasgow, Tradeston.
Costelloe, B. T. G. L. Chelsea.

*COTTON-JODRELL, Col. C. Cheshire, Wirrall.
*Courtney, Rt. Hon. L. L. U. Cornwall, Bodmin.
Crook, Wm. G. L. Wandsworth.

*COzENS-HARDY, H. H. G. L. Norfolk, North.
§ Crosland, Sir Joseph C. Huddersfield.
Dane, R. M. C. Fermanagh, North.

§Debenham, Frank G. L. Cheltenham.
De Worms, Baron C. Liverpool, East Toxteth.

*Dixon, George L. U. Birmingham, Edgbaston.
*DIXON-HARTLAND, F. D. C. Middlesex, Uxbridge.
Drucker, A. G. C. Northampton.

§Duke, Col. Oliver T. C. Bedford, Luton.
§Duncan, S. W. C. Cambridge, Wisbeach.
*Dunn, W. G. L. Paisley.
*ELCHO, Lord C. Ipswich.
*ELLIOT, Sir George Bt. C. Monmouth, District.
*ESSLEMONT, Peter G. L. Aberdeen, East.
§ Everett, R. L. G. L. Suffolk, Woodbridge.
*Eyre, Col. C. Lincoln, Gainsborough.
*Farquharson, Dr. G. L. Aberdeen, West.
Farrer, A; ( .' , Westmoreland, Kendal.

*FINCH, G. H. C. Rutland.
Finch-Hatton, H. H. C. Nottingham, East.

^Fisher, W. Hayes C. Fulham.
§ Fitzgerald, Vesy C. Liverpool, Scotland.
*FITZGERALD, R. U. P. C. Cambridge.

FITZMAURICE, Lord E. G. L. Deptford.
*FITZWYGRAM, Sir F. C. Hants, Fareham.
*FORWOOD, Rt. Hon. A. B. C. Lancashire, Newton.
§ Forster, Henry W. C. Kent, West.
§ Foster, S. P. C. Carlisle.
*FRY, Lewis, L. U. Bristol, North.
Frye, F. C. G. L. Kensington, North.

*Gane, Lawrence G. L. Leeds, East.
*GATHORNE-HARDY,HON. A. C. Sussex, East Grinstead.
§Giffard, Henry A., Q.C. C. Cambridge, Newmarket.
*GILLIATT, J. S. C. Lancashire, Widnes.
*Giles, Alfred C. Southampton.'
*GODSON, A. F. C. Kidderminster.
*GOLDSWORTHY, Gen. C. Hammersmith.
*Gorst, Rt. Hon. J. G. C. Cam bridge University.
*GOURLEY, E. T. G. L. Sunderland.
§Graham, Harry R. U. St. Pancras, North.
‘GRAHAM, CUNINGHAME G. L. Glasgow, Camlochie.
§ Greenwood, Arthur C. York.



*GREY, Sir Edward G. L. Northumberland, Ber- 
wick-vn-T weed.

*GROTRIAN, F. B. 
§Gunn, John

C. Hull, East.
L. U. Cardiff

*Haldane, R. B. G. L. Haddington, East 
Lothian.

Hallifax, Sydney G. L. Kent, Faversham.
*Halsey, F. T. C. Herts, Watford.
*Hanbury, Robt. W. C. Lancashire, Preston.
Hardie, James Keir Labour West Ham, South.

*HARRISON, Henry Nat. Tipperary Mid.
Harvey, Robert C. Devonport.

§Haslam, Sir Alfred S. L. U. Derby.
§Hatch, E. C. Lancashire, Gorton.
Haysman, J. G. L. Mile End.
Hayne, C. Seale. G. L. . Devon, Ashburton.

*Heaton, J. Henniker C. Canterbury.
*Hervey, Lord F. ,C. Bury St. Edmunds.
Hibbert, Rt. Hon. J. T 

§ Hickman,’ Sir A.
. G. L. Oldham.
C. Wolverhampton, West.

A. S., Q.C. C. Stafford, Kingswinford.
*Hill, Rt. Hon. Lord A. C. Down.
*HILL, Col. Sir E. C. Bristol, South.
§ Hoare, E. H ugh G. L. Cambridge, Chesterton.
*Hoare, S. C. Norwich.
§ Hodgson, C. D. G. L. Surrey, Kingston.

HOLLOWAY, Geo. C. Gloucester, Stroud.
Hope, Captain T. C. West Lothian.
Hopkinson, Prof. L. U. Manchester, South.
Hopwood, C. H., Q.C. G. L. Lancaster, Middleton.

*HOULDSWORTH, Sir W. C. Manchester, N. W.
Howard, E. Stafford G. L. Gloucester, Thornbury.

^Hutchinson, Capt. Grice C. Aston Manor.
*HOLDEN, Isaac G. L. Yorkshire, 'Keighley.

HOwORTH, H. H. C. Salford, South.
*HOZIER, James H. C. c’ Lanark, South.
*HUGHES, Col. C. Woolwich.

Hudson, G. B.
§ Hunter, C. E.

C. Herts, Hitchin.
C. Durham, Mid.

HUNTER, W. A. G. L. Aberdeen, N.
§Hulton, Harrington C. Lincoln, Bosworth.
Hume, Major M.A.S. L. U. Stockport.

*ILLINGWORTH, Alfred G. L. Bradford, West.
’'Isaacs, Major C. Newington, Walworth.
*ISAACSON, F. W. C. ( Tower Hamlets, Stepney
Jacoby, J. A. G. L. Derby, Mid.

*Jebb, Prof. R. C. C. Cambridge University. -
Jenkins, Sir J. Jones L. U. Carmarthen District.
Jennings, L. J. C. Stockport.

§Jones, W. C. C. Lancashire, Louth.

Jones, Dr. Sydenham
*Johnston, William 
Josse, Henri

§Judd, G.

G. L.
C.
G. L.
G. L.

Middlesex, Hornsey.
Belfast, S.
Grimsby.
Hants, Basingstoke.

*Keay, J. Seymour G. L. Elgin Group.
Kenyon, Hon. G. T. C. Denbigh District.

^Kerans, F. H. C. Lineoln.
*KIMBER, H. C. Wandsworth.
*King, H. Seymour C. Hull, Central.
*Lafone, Alfred C. Southwark, Bermondsey.
La verton, W. H. C. Wilts, Westbury.

§ Laurie, General C. Pembroke District.
*Lawson, Sir W., Bt. G. L. Cumberland, Cocker- 

mouth.
Lea, Thomas L. U. Londonderry, South.

* Leahy, J. Nat. Kildare, South.
*LEAKE, R. G. L. L ancashire, Radcliffe- 

cum-Farnham,
§Lease, J. F. G. L. Lancashire, Accrington.
*LECHMERE, Sir E., Bt. C. Worcester, Evesham.
§Leeke, Samuel C. Derby, Ilkeston.
Lever, W. H. G. L. Birkenhead.
Lidgett, Geo. G. L. Plymouth.
Lile, J. H. G. L. Cornwall, St. Ives.

*LLEWELLYN, E. H. C. Somerset, North.
Lockhart, R. A. L. U. Montrose Group.

§Lockwood, Col. C. Essex, Epping.
*LOCKWOOD, Frank G. L. York.
*Logan, J. W. G. L. Leicester, Harborough.
§Lowe, Frank W. C. Leicester, Harborough.
*Lubbock, Sir John, Bt. 

Lush, A. H.
L. U. London University.
G. L. Devon, Totnes.

McArthur, W. A. G. L. Cornwall, St. Austell.
*McCarthy, Tustin Nat. - Londonderry.
§Macdonald, A. J. Murray G. L. Bow'&= Bromley.
§ Macdona, Cumming C. Southwark, Rotherhithe.
*McKenna, Sir J. Nat. Monaghan South.
*McLagan, Peter G. L. Linlithgow, W. Lothian.
*McLAREN, W. S. B. G. L. Cheshire, Crewe.
McLaren, C. B. G. L. Leicester, Bosworth.
MACLURE, J. W. C. Lancashire, Stratford.

*MADEN, J. H. G. L. Lancashire, Rossendale.
§Maddison, F. B. G. L. Rochester.
*Maguire, T. R. Nat. Donegal, North.
*Mallock, Richard C. • Devon, Torquay.
*Manfield, M. P.
* Marriott, Rt. Hon.

G. L. N orthampton.

Sir W. C. Brighton.
*MATHER, W. G. L. L ancashire, Gorton.
Maxwell, W. A. L. U. Dumfrieshire.



Morice, Beaumont G. L. Somerset, Wells.
MAXWELL, Sir H. E. C. Wigtonshire.
Meates, T. A. G. L. Wimbledon, North East

§Meredyth, W. H. C. Monmouth, West.
*Mildmay, F. B.
*MONTAGU, S.

L. U. Devon, Totnes.
G. L. Tower Hamlets, White

*MORRELL, G. H.
chapel.

C‘. Oxford, Woodstock.
Morgan, Col. C. Monmouth, North.

*Morgan, O. V. G. L. A shton-under-Lyne.
Morgan, Sir Morgan 
Moulton, J. Fletcher

C. Glamorgan, South. •
G. L. Notts, South.

*MUNTZ, P. A.
Murray, Col. Wyndham

C. Warwick, Tamworth.
C. Bath.

§Mytton, Capt. D. H. C. M ontgomery shire.
§Napier, Major Scott C. Cumberland, Cocker -

mouth.
Nicholson, Joshua O. G. L. Staffordshire, Kings-

*Nolan, Col.
winford.

Nat. Galway, North.
*NORTHCOTE, Hon. Sir

S., Bt.
Norton, Captain

C. Exeter.
G. L. Kennington, West.

*O‘BRIEN, Wm. Nat. Cork, North East.
*O’Brien, Patrick Nat. Limerick.

Ogilvie, A. Graeme G. L. S iffolk, Sudbury.
§ Otter, Francis, G. L. Lincoln, Horncastle.
Owen, Thomas G. L. Cornwall, Launceston.
Palmer, D. C. Gravesend.
Paul, Herbert C. Edinburgh, South.

§Pavey, Capt.
Pearse, Sir W.

G. L.
G.

Kent, Tunbridge.
Plymouth.

*Pearson, Sir Charles C. St. Andrew's University.
§Philipps, Sir C. E. G. C. Pembrokeshire..
*Philipps, J. Wynford 
Playfair, RT. Hon. Sir

G. L. Lanark. ' ,

Lyon G. L. Leeds, South.
^'Plowden, Sir Wm. G. L. Wolverhampton, W.
Pollard, Dr. G. L. Southport.

*PRICE, Capt. C. Devonport.
§Pryce-Jones, Sir Pryce C. Montgomery District.
*Puleston, Sir J. C. Carnarvon.
§ Purvis, R. C. Peterborough.
Pym, Guy C. Bedford.
QUIN, Thomas Nat. Kilkenny.

* Randell, David G. L. Glamorganshire.
*RANKIN, J. G. Hereford, Leominster.

RASCH, Major C. Essex, South East.
*Reed, Byron C. Bradford, East.

Renshaw, C. B. C. Renfrewshire.
§ Richardson, J. M. C. Lincolnshire, Brigg.
§ Richardson, T. L. u. Hartlepool.
Richards, H. C. C. Northampton.

*ROBY, J. A. G. L. Lancashire, Eccles.
*ROBINSON, Brooke C. Dudley.
*Rollit, Sir A. K. C. Islington, South.
Rolls, J. A. C. Monmouth, North.
Ross, J., Q.C. C. Londonderry City.

*Round, James C. Essex, Harwich.
*Rountree, Joshua G. L. Scarborough.
*ROWLANDS, Bowen G. L. Cardiganshire.
*RUSSELL, Sir George C. Berkshire, Wokingham.
*RUSSELL, T. W. L. U. Tyrone, North.
§Sam.uel, H. S. C. Tower Hamlets, Lime

house.
*Sanderson, Col. C. Armagh.
Saunders, W. G. L. Newington, Walworth.

§ Savory, Sir Joseph C. Westmoreland, Appleby
Schwann, C. E. G. L. Manchester, North.
Scott, C. P. G. L. Manchester, North East.
Serena, Arthur G. L. , Falmouth.

*SETON-KERR, Henry C. St. Helens.
§ Shadwell, Lucas C. Finsbury.
Sharp, W. C. Kensington, North.

*Shaw, Thomas G. L. Halifax.
*SlDEBOTTOM, A. W. C. Derby, High Peak.
Sitwell, Sir Geo. C. Scarborough.
Souttar, R. G. L. Oxford.

*Smith, Abel C. Hertfordshire.
Spencer, J. E. C. West Bromwich.

*Stansfeld, Rt. Hon. J. G. L. Halifax.
Smith, Clarence G. L. Hull.
Smith, Frank G. L. Hammersmith.
Smith, P. Vernon C. Essex-Saffron, Walden.

*Stanley, E. J. C. Somerset, Bridgwater.
Stapley, R. G. L. Lambeth, West.

§ Sparrow, Arthur G. L. U. Lancashire, Rossendale.
Stewart, J. F. G. L. Hackney Central.

^Storey, S. G. L. Sunderland.
*Stuart, James G. L. Shoreditch, Hoxton.
Sturt, Hon. H. C. Dorset, East.
Summers, W. G. L. Huddersfield.

*SULLIVAN, Donal Nat. 'Westminster.
Sullivan, T. D. Nat. Dublin, College Green.

§Tallents, G. W. C. Newington, West.
*Temple, Sir R., Bt. C. Surrey, Kingston.
Terry, H. M. Imbert C. Somerset, South.
Terrell, T. G. L. Paddington, North.

*Thomas, Abel G. L. Carmarthen, East.
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Thompson, Whittaker C. Yorkshire, Shipley.
*THORBURN, Walter 
Townsend, Charles

L. U. Peebles, Selkirk.
G. L. Bristol, North.

Tritton, Charles E. C. Lambeth, Norwood.
*Tyler, Sir Henry C. Great Yarmouth.
Ure, Alexander . G. L. Perthshire.
Verdon, Dr. G. L. Norwood.

*Villiers, Rt. Hon.C. P. L. U. Wolverhampton, South.
*VINCENT, Col. Howard C. Sheffield, Central.
§ Warner, H. Lee G. L. Norfolk, South West.
§Walter, Sampson C. Stafford, Stoke-on-Trent.
*West, Col. Cornwallis L. U. Denbigh, West.
Wainwright, H. H., C. South Shields.

§ Walker, Thomas G. L. Lancashire, Blackpool. .
*WALROND, Sir W. C. Devon, Tiverton.
*Watkin, Sir E., Bt. 
Watson, Robt.

L. U. Hythe.
L. U. Harwich Group.

Wauchope, Col. C. Midlothian.
*Webb, Alfred Nat. Waterford, West.
*Weston, Sir J. G. L. Bristol, West.
Westlake, J., Q.C. L. U. Cornwall, St. Austell.
Wickham, M. C. Hants, Petersfield-.

§ White, Leedham L. U. Devon, Barnstaple.
§ Whiteley, Geo. C. Cheshire, Northwich.
Whiteley, G. C. G. L. Greenwich.

*Whitmore, C. C. Chelsea.
Williams, A. J. G. L. Glamorgan, South.

§Williams, J. Carvell G. L. Notts., Mansfield.
' Wills, W. H. G. L. Bristol, South.
Wilson, H. J. G. L. Yorkshire, Holmfirth.
Wright, J. Macer G. L. Stalybridge,

*WOLMER, Viscount L. U. Edinburgh, West.
*Wood Nicholas C. Durham, Houghton-le-

Spring.
* Woodall, W. G. L. Hanley.
*Wortley, C. Stuart C. Sheffield, Hallam.
*Wright, Caleb G. L. Lancashire, Leigh.
Wright, H. Smith C. Nottingham, South.

*Wright, T. L. U. Leicester.
§ Wyn,Sir W. Williams,Bt.C. Denbigh, East.
*WYNDHAM, Geo. C. Dover.
§Yates, J. M. C. Manchester, North.
§Yoxall, J. H. G. L. Notts, Bassetlaw.

BY

PROF. R. C. JEBB, M.P.,

At the Annual Meeting of the Central Committee of the National 

Society for Women’s Suffrage, May 31st, 1892.

In supporting this resolution, I am glad to have an oppor
tunity of indicating the reasons which led me to vote for Sir 
Albert Rollit’s Bill on April 27th. The debate was an able 
one on both sides. Will you allow me to estimate, as- 
concisely as possible, the position in which, as I conceive, it 
has left this great question ?

The characteristic of Sir A. Rollit’s Bill is that it affirms a 
general principle, but applies-this principle only within certain 
limits, recommended by experience and convenience. The 
principle is that a woman should not be disqualified, merely 
because she is a woman, from exercising the rights of 
citizenship. The limits are those of the Municipal franchise, 
as already possessed by women.

The arguments used against the Bill were chiefly of two 
classes—those which impugned the general principle, and 
those which impugned the special form proposed for its 
application.

Among the arguments against the principle, the first was 
that which is derived from the physical constitution of women. 
This argument was urged in two forms. First : that the 
ultimate sanction of the law is physical force. But we reply 
that in civilised communities the exercise of this ultimate 
sanction is assigned to a certain portion of the community, 
specially organised and trained for that purpose, viz., the 
police, and, in the last resort, the military. Secondly : it was 
said that among the active duties of citizenship is that of fight
ing, at need, in defence of one’s country. But there are great 
numbers of men who would be completely useless for that 
purpose ; and yet no one proposes to disfranchise them.

The next argument was founded on the intellectual and 
moral characteristics of women. No one went so far as to say 
that women are intellectually incapable of exercising the 
franchise aright. But it was said that most women lack the 
requisite knowledge. Might not the same thing have been

?
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said of the average rural labourer ? Then, more generally, it 
was said that the nature of women is such that it would be 
deteriorated by bringing them into the turmoil of public life. 
But already large numbers of women take part in canvassing 
for Parliamentary candidates, in the business of committees, 
and in other electioneering work. Candidates of all opinions 
have been only too glad to avail themselves of such services. 
If women can do all this without degradation, they can also 
support the ordeal of being canvassed, and of recording a 
vote. It cannot be reasonably maintained that the tempera
ment of women, however much it may normally differ from 
that of men, affords any ground for excluding them from the 
franchise. Gloomy prophecies were uttered as to the 
probable effects on domestic life ; but no serious attempt was 
made to show exactly how such effects would be produced by 
the possession of a vote. Prophecies of a similar kind were 
equally rife at the time when women first obtained control 
over their own property ; but they have not been realised.

I turn now from the arguments against the principle to 
the arguments against the limited form proposed for its 
application. It was urged, first, that there is no proper 
analogy between the Municipal and the Parliamentary 
franchise. It is true that the Municipal franchise rests on 
a distinct ground, the payment, of rates. But the difference 
between the function of the Municipal voter and that of the 
Parliamentary voter is a difference merely of degree, not of 
kind; it depends on the fact that the questions submitted to 
the Parliamentary voter are more various and more impor
tant. If the possessor of the Municipal vote is capable 
of using the Parliamentary vote aright, the fact that the 
Municipal franchise rests on the payment of rates is not, in 
itself, a reason against conferring the higher franchise. 
It was further objected that, on the Municipal basis,, the 
Parliamentary franchise would still be withheld from a large 
class of self-dependent women who are not householders but 
merely lodgers. In reply it may be pointed out that the 
women householders whom it is proposed to enfranchise would 
be very largely in sympathy with the needs of their unenfran
chised sisters, and would be able to make those needs understood. 
The reason for taking the Municipal basis is that it represents 
a limit within which Parliament has already given a vote to 
women, and within which a trained electorate of women 
exists. This area also coincides roughly with that category 
of women whose claim to the franchise is most obviously 
just, viz., self-dependent women householders, who bear the 
burdens of citizenship, while they are excluded from repre
sentative rights. , . _

The argument which told most against the Bill was un
doubtedly the argument from “the inclined plane.” It was 

said that this Bill would initiate a process which must 
ultimately lead to womanhood suffrage—when the women 
voters would outnumber the men—and to women sitting in 
Parliament. I fully admit that legislators are bound to con
sider such ulterior consequences of their present action as can 
be shown to be either necessary or strongly probable. But 
in this case we must distinguish between two kinds of possible 
consequences, which opponents of the Bill confused. First, 
with regard to possible future extension of women’s franchise 
beyond the Municipal basis. Here it is enough to reply that 
the Municipal basis is a well-defined limit which we are now- 
justified in adopting, and which could be defended at any 
future time by the same reasons which justify it now. It is 
impossible to foresee all the circumstances under which a 
further extension of the male franchise may hereafter be 
urged, or the modifications in the area of the franchise of 
women which might then be suggested : but it is precisely 
one advantage of the Municipal basis of the concession, as 
now proposed, that it does not by any logical necessity commit 
us to ulterior developments: we leave the circumstances of the 
future to the discretion of those who will have to deal with 
them. A fallacy sometimes lurks in a metaphor, and the. 
inclined plane is here a metaphor of that sort. The process 
really represented by the proposed measure is not that of 
setting a ball rolling down a slope ; it is rather that of taking 
in part of a wide field, by setting up a barrier which those 
who come after us will be perfectly able to maintain if they 
choose. Now, as to the other kind of consequence fore
shadowed by opponents of the Bill—that women will claim seats 
in Parliament, will hold office, and sit in the Cabinet: the 
answer is that there is a fundamental difference between 
having a voice in the election of persons who are to exercise 
certain functions, and being admitted to the exercise of those 
functions. Clergymen can vote for members of Parliament, 
but cannot sit in the House of Commons. It is wholly un
warrantable to say that women’s enfranchisement would 
logically lead to their being made eligible for seats in Parlia
ment. The reasons against women sitting in Parliament are 
absolutely independent of the arguments for or against giving 
them the franchise.

Lastly, certain arguments were employed which had a wider 
scope, since they might equally be used against extending the 
franchise to a new category of men. It was alleged that 
women have no longer any grievances which make it desir
able that any of them should obtain the franchise. On 
this point three things may be said. First, experience shows 
that the extension of the franchise is apt to be followed by the 
revelation of needs and desires deeply felt by those to whom 
it is extended, but not disclosed or fully appreciated before.



Thus the enfranchisement of the £1O occupier in 1832 led to 
the opening of the Municipal Corporations ; the enfranchise
ment of the urban householder in 1867 led to National 
Education ; the enfranchisement of the rural labourer in 1885 
has led to allotments and small holdings. Secondly, even 
now women are known to have some causes' of complaint 
which are not likely to be removed until some women have 
votes. It is enough to mention the Divorce Laws, the law 
relating to the custody of children, and—to take an instance 
affecting many thousands of poor working women—the need 
for women inspectors in the textile factories. Thirdly, in all 
those social questions which concern women there is a great 
difference between direct and indirect Parliamentary repre
sentation. Only when women have some direct voice in 
Parliamentary elections can we be sure that we shall have 
these questions put before us from those points of view from 
which women themselves regard them. Then there is the 
often repeated assertion that women themselves do not desire 
the franchise. Before 1885, did any unanimous prayer for 
enfranchisement go up from agricultural labourers ? Nay, 
did they evince anything like such an active desire for it as 
has been evinced by great numbers of women all over the 
country ? What have women left undone, to show this desire, 
that it was possible for them to do ? They have organised 
committees, they have held meetings, they have spoken and 
written. It is not a relevant answer that many other women 
are apathetic or adverse.

If I might conclude with a word of counsel, though I feel 
diffidence in offering anything of the kind to such a meeting 
as this, it would be that the friends of this movement should 
subordinate all minor differences, and concentrate their efforts 
on an endeavour to pass into law a measure on the lines laid 
down in the Bill which lately came so near to success.

Duress
of
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WE, the undersigned women of Great

Britain and Ireland, desire to express

the deep gratitude we feel to Sir Albert

Kaye Rollit, and the Members of Parlia

ment who spoke, voted or paired in favour

of the Bill for the Extension of the

Parliamentary Franchise to Women on

April 27th, 1892.

The steady support shewn by these

friends of the movement is a further

encouragement to us to persevere in the

effort to obtain for women that right of

direct representation essential to truly

constitutional Government, and we 

tender our sincere and earnest thanks to 

those who have carried our cause onward

by their recent action.

[4050 Signatures, sent between May 8th and May 31st from about
200 towns and many^ country places and colleges, to the Central 
Committee of the National Society for Women's Suffrage, 10, Great 
College Street, Westminster.]

Mrs. Adair, Miss Beatrice and Miss Helen Mary Adair, Oxford.
Mrs. Adam, Cambridge.
Hon. Mrs. Holmes A’Court.
Mary C. Alderson.
Mrs. Garrett Anderson, M.D.
Mrs. Allingham, R.W.S.
Mrs. Sheldon Amos and Miss Amos
Miss Hannah H. Anthony;
Mrs. Ashford, Birmingham.
Mrs. Atlay, The Palace, Hereford.
Miss Jane Atkinson, Manchester.
Miss Austen Leigh.
Miss Anderson, Peckham.
Miss Caroline M. Aylmer, Donadea Castle.
Miss Anna C. Andrews, H.M. High School, Maida Vale.
Miss Lizzie Aldridge.

Fanny M. Adams, Rosvear, Falmouth ; Maria Addis ; Charlotte 
D. Avery ; Sarah A. Allbrook ; Mary Allbrook ; Miss L. G. Anderson ; 
Miss Adelaide Anderson ; Miss J. C. Anderson ; Miss Blanche E. 
Anderson ; R. Anderson, E. M. Aldis, A. M. Allen, Girton College ; 
Miss H. C. Hoskyns-Abrahall ; M. Alexander, Bromley; Jane 
Abbeore ; Miss Anna M. Abbott, Cork ; Edith Abbott; E. T. Ackins, 
B.A.; Kate Alden ; Miss M. A. Allpress, Reigate ; Ellen Ashley, 
M. A. Ashley; Mary Lang Atkinson, Evelyn Mary Lang Atkinson, 
Portesbery Hill; M. O. Abraham; C. M. Agar; M. Gray Allen, 
Londonderry ; Janet Angus, Edinburgh; Mrs. Angus, Aberystwyth ; 
Kate Allwyl • E. C. A. Ball Acton ; Mary A. Anstey, Alice Mary 
Anstey, C. M. Anstey; Elizabeth J. Arthurs; Mrs. Ashbee; K. 
Ashbee ; Kate Ash bee ; Mrs. Ashby, Eglwysbach ; Miss Amy Adam
son, Manchester; Rebecca Aistrop ; Fannie J. Augan; Mrs. 
Atherton ; Mrs. Atkinson ; Sister Augusta; Rosetta Elizabeth 
Adams ; Mrs. H. Antrobus; Miss C. T. Antrobus ; Agnes Adams ; 
Louisa Adams; S. Andrews ; May P. Allen ; Ethel M. Arnold ; 
Annie Ayling ; Mrs. Abbott; H. A. Anderson, Edinburgh ; Bella 
Anderson, Helensburgh ; Louisa Adey ; M. Allen ; A. S. Acton ; L. 
Acton ; Louise Allen, Dublin ; Margaret Anderson ; L. Y. Ashington; 
E. V. Annesley ; Rebecca Artrey; Rebecca K. Ashey; E. M. 
Andrews ; Mrs. E. P. Ash ; S. M. Armstrong ; Harriet J. G. Alder ; 
Louisa Attwell ; M. F. Andrews ; E. Anderson, School of Cookery, 
Southport; Sara Apsey ; Edith O. G. Auffray ; Adeline Anning ; Mrs. 
Andrew; Mrs. Allen ; Susan Ashbourne; Anna and Margaret 
Anderson, Montrose ; F. Anthony ; Jessie Archer; Renee Ayres; E. 
Harper Ashwin ; L. H. and H. Ashwin, Sedgeberrow, and M. Isabel 
E. Atkins; Mrs. A. H. Atkinson; Mrs. Almond; Miss A. Andrew, 
Musselburgh; Isabella Andrews, Montrose ; Anna N. Abbott; M. A. 
Ashlin; Fanny Ansell; M. Walker Anrott; L. Seymour Austin;
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Nellie Anderson ; Hannah Attrill; E. Alsbury ; Fanny Andy ; Louise 
Andrero; Emma Allen; M. E. Armsti ng R. M. Amos; L. B. 
Aldridge-Blake ; Miss Aves ; Ada Ayres , Sophia Anderson.

Mrs. Benson, Lambeth Palace.
The Lady Frances Balfour.
The Dowager Countess of Buchan.
Honble. Florence E. Bethell.
The Lady Julia Bouwens, Miss Bouwens.
Lady Bowring.
Miss Jessie Boucherett.
Miss Charlotte E. Babb.
Mrs. S. A. Barnett.
Miss Dorothea Beale, Ladies’ College, Cheltenham.
Mrs. Beddoe.
Miss Sophia Beddoe.
Miss Amy E. Bell.
Mrs. Beke.
Madame Belloc, Miss Belloc.
Miss Borchardt, Miss M. Borchardt.
Mrs. S. Woolcott Browne.
Miss A. L. Browne.
Mrs. Percy Bunting.
Miss Frances M. Buss, N. London Collegiate School for Girls.
Mrs. F. Bathurst, Miss Bathurst, Holwell Rectory.
Miss Ashurst Biggs, Miss Maud A. Biggs.
Miss Louisa Bigg, Luton.
Mrs. Bidder, Miss Ina and Annie Bidder, Ravensbury Park.
Miss Lucy Bird.
Miss L. E. Blacker, Castle Martin.
Mrs. Louis Blacker.
Miss Clementina Black.
Miss A. Bosanquet, L.R.C.P.I., etc.
Katherine H. Bradley.
Miss Bramston.
Miss F. P. Brodie Hall.
Mrs. Brigstocke, Blaenpant.
M. E. Brock, Swansea.
Mrs. W. H. Budgett.
Miss A. W. Buckland.
Miss P. T. P. Bushe.
Mrs. Josephine Butler.
Mrs. Byers, Victoria College.

Florence L. Barber, C. Ethel Barber, Leeds ; Edith Baines ; Mrs. 
Francis Barratt; Miss Isabella Barclay; Mrs. Edith Barry; Mrs. De 
Blaquiere; Miss Margaret Bateson ; May M. Bagster; Mrs. Bailhache; 
Katherine Balfour ; Mrs. Sarah W. Balfour ; Miss M. M. Blackmore, 
H.M., Roan School; Miss Helen Black : Miss Emily F. Black ; A. 
Blackley; Mrs. Blackhall; Miss Evelyn E. Bayes ; N. G. Bacon ; 
Kate A. Barnes; M. D. Barlow; Marion Banks; Eliza Banks, Lily 
Banks ; Mrs. Barrett; K. M. Baines ; Laura Baines ; Miss Madeline 
Eliza Baker; Florence Baker, Clifton; Miss Florence M. Baker, 
Henbury ; Kate E. Baker, E. M, Bancroft, B.A., High School, Redland ; 
Judith Ann Baker; Annie Baker ; Mrs. A. Baker; Mrs. Harry Eccles 
Baker; Janet Black (Sec. Sch. Medicine, Edinburgh) : Emma 
F. A. Bailey; Mary M. C. Black, M.S.B., Girvan ; M. A. Baily;

Emma G. Baily, Haverstock Hill; Georgina Barnfather, Luton; 
Lavinia Barry; Georgina Blanning; Annie Barber; E. H. and 
P. Barker, Saffron Walden; Amy Bramwell; Bertha F. Baines; 
Emma Baldock; K. M. Brackenbury ; Emily Barlow, Pitsmoor ; 
Clara L. Blake; Dora Annie Bradford; A. Baskett; A. Badham, 
Edith F. Badham; Rose E. Bale; Clara Bailey; Adelaide Baly; 
Mrs. Rowena Baldwin; Mrs.' S. Ball, Redditch; Mary Barley; 
Mrs. Baylis, Bredon House; Blanche Cowper Baines; Mrs. Bacon, 
Miss C. Bacon, Upper Clapton; Mary Ann Bath ; Sarah Ann Ball ; 
Mrs. Backhouse, Miss Sarah Backhouse ; Elizabeth Barton ; Miss A. 
G. Bartle, Miss M. E. Bartle, Southport; Ellen G. Band, Preston; 
Dora Bannister, Elizabeth Bannister ; Mary Ann Barnley ; Mary Barker, 
Longsight; Annette M. Banson ; Harriett Bassett; Mrs. H. Barker ; 
B. C. Baren ; Christina Bailey; J. Ballantye; C. E. Baldwin ; Edith 
Bass ; Miss Baxter, Miss Ellen and Kate Baxter, Reigate; Eliza 
Barker, Birkdale ; A. E. Baker ; A. V. Blandy, Maud Blandy ; H. Brand ; 
Mary J. Bramwell; Priscilla Bradley, Mary King Bradley ; Theo. 
Bradley ; Nellie Blake ; Lucy Black ; Fanny Bland ; Margaret Bragg, 
Susan Anna Bragg, Plymouth ; Mary Barry ; Mrs. Blackburn, Miss H. 
Beatrice and Miss Dora K. Blackburn ; Maggie Blane ; M. H. Braid ; 
Jessie Balderston ; Mary M. C. Blan ; S. M. Barnyard; Mrs. Bar ; 
A. H. Barclay; Jane Hay Barclay ; Annie L. Black; Helen Bat well; 
Harriet Baker; Louisa M. Barringer; Annie T. Bartlett; Mrs. and 
the two Misses Bradev; W. C. and Matilda Baker; Emma M. 
Bastian ; L. M. and S. A. Balfour ; M. J. Baron.

Miss Esther Becker; Mrs. Benjamin, Bath; Mrs. Rowe 
Bennett Laura Beale, Sophia Beale; Mrs. Beard, Gloucester; 
Miss B. Bettany, Allen’s Girls’ School, Dulwich ; Mrs. Henry 
Bell, Miss Kathleen Bell ; Constance M. Bell, Newnham ; Miss 
Elizabeth F. Bell; Mrs. Bell, Chirnside ; Mrs. T. C. Bell; Mrs. Bellot 
Susan Bengough ; Mrs. Benham, Colchester ; Ellen Bennett, Emily 
Bennett, Falfield ; C. S. Bremner; Miss M. Beachcroft, East Sheen ; 
E. Gertrude Bevan ; E. G. Bentley, Ledbury; Miss S. A. Bedding ; 
Miss C. B. Berrill, Miss C. M. Berrill ; Ann E. Belt; Cecilia Buckler ; 
Miss Eleanor M. Beeby; Ethel Bentham ; M. S. Bentas • Marion 
Berkam ; C. Bethetts ; Annie R. Bellot; J. Rose Beaton ; Miss Edith 
Nevitt-Bennett ; Caroline Beswick Rose Bettie ; Mrs. Benkert, 
Edith A. Benkert; Catherine E. Berridge; M. Beaty; Mrs. M. 
Beacham ; Lily Bennett; Mary Berry ; Kate Breach ; Ellerson Brett; 
L. Brechin ; M. T. Bevan, E. Gertrude Bevan; Ada J. Besemeres; 
M. J. Brenner ; Maria Ann Brett; Bertha Brewster ; Miss Blanche 
G. Breeze ; Gabrielle Breeze ; Mrs. Ellen E. Bewes, H. M. Bewes, Mary 
Bewes ; Emily E. Besent; Annie Beam ; H. Beasley ; F. E Bevan ; 
Miss H. Beard ; Chrissie, Emily, and Jessie Beecroft, Luton ; Cordelia 
Beer, D. Beer, Redruth ; A. Blenkinson, Saffron Walden ; F. A. Beech ; 
Mrs. Benzeley ; H. Beck ; Mrs. Benstead ; Mary Bennett ; S.E. Bennett; 
M. S. M. Beard ; Adeline E. Bell ; Pollie Brent ; A. R. Bevine ; A.
R. Belf; Amy Beevor ; Mrs. Benina ; E. Breeze ; Annette M. Benson, 
M.B., B.Sc. ; Mrs. Beilby.

Mrs. Bridges ; Edith S. Bright; Mrs. Biddle ; Miss M. E. Briggs, 
Miss Alice Briggs ; Mrs. Bishop, Misses Isabella, Anna Mary, Sarah 
E., and Caroline A. Bishop, Plymouth; E. Bird ; Eunice Bliss ; Emma 
M. Britton ; Mrs. Bishop, Edgbaston ; Anna Birt, Evelyn Birt; Miss 
P. H. Bridges ; M. A. Bridges ; Eleanor Briggs ; E. Brien ; E. Bishop ; 
MissC. Bishop ; S. Birch, Halifax ; Emma Bickers, D. Bickers ; Sarah



6 7
Birch, Lucy Birch ; E. Sybella Bird ; C. R. Bicknell; Annie Bickham ; 
Margaret Binns; Alice Brindle; Miss Adelaide L. Bermingham • 
S. Bingham ; Miss Birrell.

Miss Bowen, Pembrokeshire ; Mrs. Brook, Meltham ; Miss Edith 
Brooki; Marianne Brocklehurst, Bagstones; Mrs. Brocklebank ; Miss 
Fanny Bolus, Hon. Sec. Leicester W.L.A. ; Mrs. Brooke, Simla; M. 
Bourden; Miss Boyle-Meyer; Mrs. Brownsword; M. Brownsword • 
Ellen Brown ; Mildred A. Brown, M. E. Brown ; S. C. Brown ; Helen 
Brown; A. E. Brown; Mrs. Brown, May Brown, Murray Place 
Edinburgh; Miss Blomfield ; M. E. Brooke; Mary Elizabeth 
Brough ; M. Brodrick ; Ann Brown, Agnes Brown, Sun wick ; Frances 
Brocklehurst; E. A. Brown; Emily Brown, Emma Brown ; M. E. 
Brown; Miss Emily Brown ; Miss Agnes Brown, Broadstone; A. 
Helen A. Boyle ; S. Boyle ; S. D. Booth ; Emma D. Bourne ; Mary 
Bontein ; Annie Boneham, A. Boneham ; Eliza Brooks ; Sarah Bloore • 
Margaret A. Broster; Kate C. Bott; Eleanor M. Boyd; M. A. 
Bowring; M. L. Boorne, F. Boorne; M. A. Body; C. Jane 
Bodenham ; Mary Duer Breck ; Mary Boxall; W. S. Boys-Smith • 
Mary I. Booth, Macclesfield ; N. V. Boobier ; E. A. Bond' • Marian 
Bowman; E. M. Booth, L. E. Booth; Alice E. Brown; Henrietta 
Brown ; Mrs. Boyd, Miss Boyd, Edinburgh; Emily St. C. Bower; 
Alice M. Bonhood ; Ann Brown ; Mary W. Brown ; Isabel M. Brown • 
Kezia Brough ; Edtih M. Brock ; Miss M. Annie Irene Blower; Miss 
Maria L. Browne; Margaret Brown ; Mrs. Boutwood; Miss H 
Boutwood ; Mrs. A. Boutwood; Mrs. Brodie ; C. Boure ; M. Botheras ; 
Mrs S. E. Bowley, Ada L. D. and May Bowleyj Elizabeth Boulting: 
Helen Boyles ; Annie Boyle ; B. Bowie; Frances L. Boult: Rosa 
Broadhurst; R. E. Brown; Frances Brocklehurst.

Miss Clara M. Bulkley, Clifton ; Miss Eva de Burgh ; Miss Mary 
SBurt ; Mary Burton, President W.E.B. Liberal Association, 
Edinburgh; Mrs. Bulkeley, A. E. Bulkeley; Mrs. Brunton : Mary 
Burroughs; Mary Burton, Boston ; Miss Evelyn Bunting : Miss 
Emma Bunting; Mrs. Busk; Mrs. John Burns, Edinburgh- Mrs 
Henry Blundell; Mrs. P. Blundell; K. Burke ; Mrs. Burdon, Miss 
Burdon ; Alice M. Bucknall; M. Burnett • Mary Burley ; Alice M 
Pushby iA.F. Bushnell; Constance Buxton, Helen Wilmot Buxton ; 
Isabella M. Burgess, Sophie Louisa Burgen ; J. S. A. Dudley Buxton • 
Roscoe Bullock; Maria Bull; B. Bullerfield; Katharine L. Burtt } 
u wentworth Buller ! Mrs. Bruce, Roland Gardens ; Mrs. Bruce 
Hyde Park Square ; Mrs. Rice Byrne; Louisa Byron ; Mrs. Blyth, 
M.B. Liberal Association, Edinburgh ; Dorothy Blythe ; K. Bucks ; 
Mrs. Brunton ’ Mrs. Bushrod ; Bessie Buton ; Ellen M. Bryan : Eliza 
Blyth; H. R. Buchanan; Mrs. E. Budden; Miss F. Butler : Anne 
Burgess; Emma Burgess; Mrs. A. O. Bullock; Mrs. H. Bullock. 
Dorothy Butler; Florence Buckland; Catherine Bulley • Mrs S 
Burdon Sanderson ; F. N. Butlin ; Caroline Bullock: Miss E. C. 
Bruce; Hannah E. Bury; Emma Burton; Clara J. Burton; Constance, 
Sarah and Edith Bury. ’

Lady Carrington, Julia C. Carrington, Agnes Jane Carrington, Bath. 
Miss ~aura Calmady.
Madame Starr Canziani.
Miss Margaret M. Calder.
Miss Alice Bonham Carter.
Miss Elizabeth Rachael Chapman.
Miss F. Power Cobbe.

Jane Cobden (Mrs. Fisher Unwin).
M. E. Champion (Dame Pres. P.L., on behalf of the P. L. Habitation,

No. 1 116.)
Mrs. Cotton Jodrell.
Mrs. Leonard Courtney.
Miss Courtney.
Miss Courtenay.
The Hon. Mrs. Colborne.
Louisa, Lady Cunynghame.
Mrs. Culme Seymour.
Miss Margaret Anne Courtney.
Mrs. Colenso, Miss H. E. Colenso, Miss A. M. Colenso.
Miss B. A. Coghill.
Miss Emma Cons, Miss Ellen Cons.
Miss Talbot-Crosbie.
Miss Fanny W. Currey.
Julia Cock, M.D.
Miss Cocks, H.M., High School, Redland.

Annie E. Clarke, M. D.; Mrs. Amelia Charles ; Mrs. Mary Charles
worth ; Mrs. Stanley Carey ; Bertha Stanley Carey, Cecilia Stanley 
Carey; Mrs. Tupper Carey ; Grace R. Cadell, L.R.C.P. and S.E. and 
G. Cadell; Eliza C. Cairnes; Miss F. M. Cave; Miss Sophia 
Caulfield; Miss Sibella Crawford; Mrs. E. Clarke, Eva M. Clarke; 
Miss E. M. Clark ; Albenia Carr ; Mrs. Clayton ; E. H. Cadwallader, 
Frances L. Cadwallader; Mrs. Chapman, Shepherd’s Bush ; Mrs, 
J. V. Chamberlain; Julie Cameron; Miss Susan Carpenter; E. 
Chaning-Pearce, A. M. Catchpool, L. M. Chesney, A. C. E. Carthen, 
Girton College; Mary Carmichael ; Mary Campbell ; Lottie Clark ; 
E. Clarke; Jane Craig ; Matilda Clark Eleanor E. Cann ; D. H. 
Campbell; Elizabeth Cattell ; Carrie Clayden ; Annie Chalkley ; M. 
A. Carter ; Sarah Carter ; Jane Mary Craig, Margaret Craig ; J. H. 
Crawford; L. Crawford; F. M. Clackson ; E. A. Clarke ; Rosina 
Chamberlain ; Mrs. Benjamin Clark; Miss Jane H. Clark ; Evelyn 
G. M. Clarke ; Evelyn Stanley Clarke; Jane Clarke ; Alice Clark ; 
Sarah Anne Clark ; Lydia S. Clark ; Miss Jane E. Clarke ; Mrs. 
Clayton East, Mrs. J. Clayton East; Ada B. Clark ; Annie Clarke ; 
A. H. Clark ; S. P. Claydon ; Ethel Claremont; Margery Clark ; 
Lilian J. Clarke; M. M. Chadburn ; Lydia Chandler; Mrs. Chapman, 
Yalding; Mary L. Chase; M. Chart, E. C. Chart ; Mrs. N. W. 
Chadwick; Miss Marie K. Chaine ; E. G. Chamberlain; Mary 
Charman; Agnes M. Chatfield ; Miss Rebecca Chambers; Kate 
Chambers; Margaret Charnley, Sarah Crane; Mary E. Champion ; 
Elizabeth B. Capell; Fanny Campbell; Maude E. Calvert; Eliza J. 
Cartwright; Mrs. C. Forbes Calland ; Mary C. Capell; Maria Carter; 
Margaret Castling; Mary Cattanache; Harriet L. Carson; Maria 
Carter ; Jane Garson ; A. Cautillon ; Mary Campbell; E. A. Carpenter; 
Rosa Carter ; Naomi Caiman ; Miss Mary Carver ; Mrs. C. J. Carter ; 
Mary J. Candler; E. J. Carey ; Sarah Carr; Mrs. J. Campbell J 
Albenia Augusta Carr; Elizabeth Cragg • P. M. Catmore; Annie 
Chapple; Bessie A. Cape ; J. Clacher ; R. Chapman ; Emma Clarke ; 
Mrs. I. C. Clarke ; C. C. Clarke ; E. L. Carroll; Olga Casserley; Mrs. 
Edith L. Chamberlain; E. L. Carroll ; A. I. Case ; Ellen and Lucy- 
Ellen Caterall ; Catherine E. Clarke ; . Miss M. E. Chapman ; Mrs. and 
the two Misses Craven ; Rosa Cassling ; May L. Chase ; Margaretta 
Carter; E. Channing-Pearce; Mary Lovett Cameron, M. A. Strutt- 
Cavell.
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Mrs. Cheesman ; Mrs. Hamilton Cleave ; Clara Cleowen ; Mary 
Cleghorn; Mrs. Cheatle ; Bessie Cherry; Bessie Rita Cenci; Lucy 
Chenall Catharine Cleary; Mary Chester; Mary Clements; C. M. 
Cegar; Mrs. Cresswell; L. Cresswell ; L. W. Chesney ; J. Cheshunt.

Mrs. Robert Christison ; Edith Christison ; Miss Clarissa Chickali, 
Miss Ellen Chickali ; Miss M. G. Child ; Mrs. Clinker, Miss E. M. 
Clinker: Mrs. Chinn; J. A. Christie; Emily H. jB. Cripps ; 
Edith Clinton ; E. Clifford ; Mary Ann Chicken ; Edith Chidlaw ; 
Maude Chilvers ; Mrs. Crichton ; Mrs. E. Mary Chinn.

Mrs. Herbert Cowell; Mrs. Joseph Cross ; Miss C. Conner; 
Mrs. Evelyn Coningham; Miss Emily Conybeare ; Miss Catherine 
Cope; Miss Agnes S. Cooper, Plymouth ; Mrs. Jane Clothier; 
Maria Colby ; Mrs. Crook ; Mrs. Cronkshaw ; Margaret Cronkshaw ; 
Miss F. A. Crosland, Grammar School, Mansfield ; Josephine Conan, 
B.A.; E. A. Cope; Elizabeth Cochrane, Isabella Cochrane, Mary 
Cochrane; M. Cordery : Mary Cook ; Mary Maud Cook; Alice S. 
Cowell ; Laura E. Cowell; A. C. Coleman; L. Cowell; Hetty 
Cottingham; Anne Conchie ; Mary Ann Cross; M. E. Conder; 
Mrs. F. Croft ; M. J. Crocker ; Mrs. H. T. Crook ; Georgiana 
Crosfield ; Miss Mary W. Cropper; E. L. Cross ; E. Cross ; 
Helen S. Cross; Ellen Crook; M. De la C. Crommelin; Mrs. 
Crop; Sarah Cross; C. L. Cooper; L. A. Cowell; Miss Elise 
Cooper; Mary Collisen ; Amelia Cockerill ; Mary Ann Cox • 
Miss J. I. Corneille; Miss Clara Ellen Cole; E. H. Cooper, R. 
C. Cooper, Tunbridge Wells; E. I. Condy; Katharine Corbould, 
Royall Carbould; Edith Cooper, Reigate; Annie Coles; M. A. 
Cowell ; Louie Cowell; Mrs. Common ; Mary Cotton ; Miss Mary 
Cozens ; Eliza Cooper; Mrs. Cooke ; Miss Louisa Coome ; Miss Susan 
Coome, Weston-super-Mare ; Anna Cole ; Mrs. Congreve ; Elizabeth 
Collier; E. A. Cooper ; E. Cowen ; Ellen Cook; Miss Edith M. 
Couchman ; Emily Cook; Lncy E. Cox, Mary Constance Cox, Emily 
Cox, Manchester ; Ann Cox; Sophie Collis ; Milly Collings ; F. M. 
Coud ; Bessie A. Elmer Cole ; Marian Spencer Coleman ; Alice E. 
Cockerell; Louisa Cookman ; E. L. Colbrook ; Aline F. Corbett; S. 
Coldicytt; Agnes G. Cooper ; C. Crinston, J. Crinston ; Henrietta 
Coleman; S. J. Coker; F. Chorley; F. Cotterill, E. Cotterill; 
Susannah Cowell; Mrs. Coxon, Kidderminster; Mrs. M. E. Coxon ; 
Mrs. H. A. Coxon ; M. C. Cooke Taylor; Penelope Cholmeley ; 
Constance M. Cholmeley; Jessie Connah; Miss Helena Coburn, 
B.A.; Amy M. Cooke ; Elizabeth Cooke; Jemima Cobb ; Jane S. 
Collison; Ellen Collett ; E. Crommery; Annie D. Crozier ; Naomi 
Colman ; L. N. Courtnail ; Nora Daly Cocking ; M. Cornwall.

Annette W. Cunnington; Miss M. A. Curtois; E. M. Curtis ; 
Emily Cubley • Wilhelmina Cuthbertson ; Ada Louise Cunningham ; 
M. K. Curtis ; Mary Currant; Agnes Cuddeford ; E. Cullen ; F. A. 
Cullen ; A. Clubb ; Louisa Clutterbuck; Edith Church ; So 
Church; Isa Curie; Lilie J. Chudleigh ; A. G. Curra ; May A- 
Curra ; E. Cumming; Helen Cumming; Isabella Anna and Rosa 
Cliff; E. K Cubitt ; Edith E. Cuthell.

Miss R. Davenport-Hill, M.L.S.B.
Miss Florence Davenport-Hill.
Miss Emily Davies.
Mrs. Francis Darwin.
Mrs. Daubeney.

Miss’S. 1. Dacre.
Mrs. De la Cherois, M.D.
Miss Donkin.
Miss Catherine Drew.
Lady Durrant.
Lady Dryden.
Matilda Duthie, Aberdeen.

Annie K. Dawson, B.A. ; Miss L. E. D’Arenberg ; Miss C. M. 
D’Arenberg ; Fernanda Dahl; A. Drake ; Miss P. M. Darton ; Mrs. 
Israel Davis ; Mrs. Read Davies, West Dulwich ; Mrs. Day, Highbury 
Park ; Frances Day, Saffron Walden ; Gertrude Danby ; E. Darby ; Miss 
Annie Dawe ; Eliza Davy; A. E. Davis ; Margaret Davison ; Jane 
Davison ; Ada Davies ; E. Davey ; L. I. Davidson ; Caroline Dawson ; 
Elizabeth Davy; Georgiana M. Davison; Ellen Darling; N. N. 
Davidson ; Mary Daly; Sarah Davis ; E. Davies ; Annie Davies ; 
Elizabeth Dalten ; Mary Davies ; Margaret E. Davies; Katherine A. 
Daniell ; Jeanie Davies ; Miss Eliza H. Davis ; C. Davies ; Mary E. 
Dalby, Rachael Dalby, Birkenhead ; A. C. Dando ; M. Darbishire ; 
Miss J. K. Davis; Ellen Drayton • M. A. Drayton, Saffron Walden ; 
L. Davey; Lizzie Drank; Margaret Davies; Lily A. Davies ; Mary 
Davies, Newtown ; Maggie Davies; Bessie Daddon ; Anne Davis ; 
Mary Jane Davies ; Jane Daddon ; Fanny Daniel; Elizabeth Darker ; 
S. Dare ; Elizabeth Davies, S. Andrews ; M. Danmel ; S. A. Drausfield ; 
Mrs. Dansey; A. M. Dalton; L. I. Davidson; Frances Davis ; Mrs. 
Lily McDawson ; Mrs. J. Darley.

Mrs. Charles Dee; M. M. Drewitt; Evelyn Elise Drew ; Fanny 
Macready Drew ; Ellen Dennis ; Miss C. L. Desson ; Frances Deer ; 
J. A. Deane ; Kate Deverent; Harriet M. Dennis's, Julia Denniss, 
Julia G. Denniss; Mrs. Dewar; A. H. Dellann ; Gertrude J. 
Denington, Sarah Acland ■ N. St. Leger Deazeley; E. Deards ; 
Elizabeth Dew; Nellie Deighton ; Mary Drew; Louisa Devey, Rose 
Devey ; F. Geraldine Delf.

Mrs. Dimsdale; Mrs. Dickinson, Annie J. Dickinson; Maud 
Dighton ; Madeleine Dixon ; E. Jean Christie Dingwall ; Ellen Dick ; 
Hannah Dimmery; Agnes Dippie; Mrs. K. F. Dilley; K. F. 
Dickson, Anna Osborne Dickson ; Mary E. Divett; Edith Dimock ; 
Miss Anne A. and Florence Dismore ; Miss E. E. Dickinson; N. H. 
Dickson ; Floriss Dightman ; R. Dick ; E. S. Dickinson ; Mary Jane 
Ditchfield.

Miss Emily Louisa Dove, M.B. ; Mrs. Langdon-Down ; Mrs. Dore; 
Hammersmith ; Mrs. Dore ; Nellie Dore ; Annie Dodds; Mrs, 
Downs; L. F. Douglas.; Celia M. Dowall C. H. Dowson; Mary 
Dods ; Lizzie Doran ; J. Doggett ; S. E. Dove, M. S. Dove ; Lucy 
Docwra, Mary Jesup Doewra ; Mrs. Dolphin ; Miss A. E. Donaldson ; 
Ellen M. McDougall, Lucy and Janie McDougall; R. M. Donald ; 
Ellen Douglas, Saffron Walden ; J. F. Dove, St. Leonard’s School; 
Margaret Dott; Bessy Dooby; Mrs. Allen E. Douglas; M. E. 
Douglas ; Susannah Dover.

Miss L. Katharine Duer, Miss Mary Duer; Jessie M. Dunlop ; 
Isabel Duggan; Elizabeth Dunning; Mrs. Adam Dunn; A. Lilia 
Dunlop ; Mary Durham, Lina and M. Edith and F. Hermia Durham, 
F. R. Durham, Girton ; Janet M. Duncanson; Miss Dundas; Jane 
H. Duman ; H. Duffy ; Mrs. Dungey ; Mrs. Duggins ; G. M. Dulley ; 
Josephine Drury; Mary Harriet Drury; F. R. Durham ; Mrs. 
Jane V. Dyke; Lavinia Dyer : Alice G. Dyer ; S. M. Du Pre; Eliza-
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beth Dunn ; N. B. Dunscombe; N. P. Dysart ; May Durrant • 
Harriet Dudney ; Henrietta Durrant; Mrs. Du Port.
Miss Margaret Elliot.
Mrs. Eiloart, Miss Eiloart, Miss Edith Eiloart.
Miss Ewart.
Miss Katherine E. Eagleton.
Mary Ewing, P.L.G., Leicester.
Miss Estlin, Clifton.
Miss Charlotte O’Conor Eccles, Miss Mary O’Conor Eccles.
Alice Everett, M.A.
Mrs. H. W. Eve.
Charlotte Ellaby, M.D.
Florence,Eves, B. Sc. Lond.
Miss V. C. England.

Mrs. Evans; P.L.G.; Ellen C. Ellaby; Mrs. Lawder Eaton • 
C. M. Edwards; Mrs. W. Evans; M. I. Evans; E. S. and M M. 
Evans, Newtown ; Mary Ann Edwards; Julia Mina Eardley; Eliza- 
abeth Eades; Gertrude I. Essam ; Nellie Edwards ; Agnes Evans ■ 
Ada Earl ; Mrs. Ewart; Annie B. Ewan ; L. A. Evans ; Annie G. 
Evans ; Mary Evans ; Miss Sarah Evans; Edith Evans ; Bessie 
Evans; Lucy Evans; Sophia Elams ; Miss Maud Eland ; Zulie 
Ehrmann; Mrs. Edwards; Eleanor Wynne Edwards; B. Edwards; 
Marie L. Eckhard ; Rebecca Eagle ; Alice M. Eaves; Emilie L 
Easton; Julia Mina Eardley ; F. Theodora Eastwood ; Maria Earl • 
Mary A. Edwards ; Susan Evans ; May Evans; May E. Evans! 
Edith Eames ; Katy Elsner.

Mrs. Margaret Eccles ; Elizabeth Eccles; Horatia K. F. Eden ■ 
Miss Margaret A. Eve; Mrs. Edmonds; Mrs. Joseph Edmondson' 
Mary Edmunds; Miss Joyce Edmunds; Emma Louisa Elliott' 
Annie Elliott, B.A.; Mabel F. L. Elliott, B.A.; F. Elliott • Miss Jane 
Ellis, Miss Margaret'and Charlotte Ellis ; Mrs. M. A. English . 
Nora Elmslie; Susan Ann Evens; Jessie A. Emmerson • B C 
Enderby; Charlotte Elsden Mary Ann Elderkin; L Ellerbeck; 
Mary L. Egerton; Frances Ede ; Annie S. C. Eccles ; Agnes Elder ‘ 
Isabel C. Ellis ; J. Eddis ; Miss Louisa D. Ellis ; Henrietta D Ellis • 
Ann Ellis ; Mary Elliott; Harriett Elliott; Edith M. Ellis ; Elizabeth 
Eiis ; Isabella N. Egem; S. S. Ewens ; Jessie Everett, Edith M 
Everett; Miss Ethel Gertrude Everest; Annie J. Eddison, Leeds ; 
Ewin Ely ; Caroline S. Eckert, Jane Eckert; Agnes Earnshaw and 
Agnes Earnshaw, junr.; Mary Jane, Martha Anne, Alice and May 
Keeles ; Nancy Entwistle ; Leah Entwistle ; M. Ely.

Julia, Lady FitzGerald, Miss FitzGerald, Glanleam, Miss Frances 
FitzGerald.

Mrs. Penrose FitzGerald.
Mrs. J. G. Fitch.
Miss Fawcett, Salisbury.
Miss ffarington.
Mrs. Ferrers, Cambridge.
Mrs. Forsyth, Rutland Gate.
Mrs. H. O. Arnold Forster.
Mrs. Bridell Fox.

Mrs. Farrow, Birmingham ; Mrs. Frank, Ashbourne Hall: Misses 
Louisa Frampton, Fanny J. Frampton, and Emma A. Frampton ■ 
Mrs. Frankland ; M. Frazer, M. A. Frazer; Mrs. Fraser ; Elizabeth

II

Flack; M. A. Fairhurst; Gertrude Facer; Caroline S. Falding, 
Florence E. Falding (L.L.A. St. Andrew’s) ; Isa Fair ; Alice Fair
bourne ; Martha Fallowfield ; Elizabeth Farmer ; Mrs. Farmer, Freda 
E. Farmer, Cicely Farmer • Helen D. Fagan; Catherine Farmer ; 
Ellen Frazer.

Mrs. Fellows, Harborne ; MissM. Feugh ,P.L.G., Southport; Mrs. 
Fitz Herbert; Agnes Feltche ; Mrs. I. A. Fellows, Kidderminster ; E. 
Fellows ; Mary C. Fellows, Eleanor Caroline Fellows ; Nellie E.. 
Frewin ; Anna Frere ; M. E. Freese ; Philippa Fletcher ; I. Fletcher ; 
Louisa Ferguson ; A. Felton ; Martha Fearfield, Elizabeth Fearfield; 
C. Ferris ; N. Ferguson; K. Ferry; Mrs. Fennell, Misses Celia and 
Marie Fennell ; Constance Ferguson ; Ellen Fletcher, A. M. Fletcher ; 
F. Fennan ; Avice Fletcher ; A. Freer.

Mrs. FitzGerald, Eaton Square ; Mrs. FitzSimon; Emma Finch; 
Ada Fiddian ; K. M. Fisher ; M rgaret F. Fisher ; H. Fish ; C. A. S. 
Fitter; Mrs. Fitzroy; Man ha Fielding; A. Fielder; S. Field; 
Nellie A. Field, Edith J. Field ; Susan Findlay ; Miss Ellen Fitch, 
Miss Rebecca Fitch, Surbiton; Mabel E. Figg; Marie Fricke ; 
Constance L. Fripp ; Sophia Fricke.

Mrs. Rawlinson Ford, Quarrydene ; Miss Isabella O. Ford, Miss 
Elizabeth Helen Ford, Miss Emily S. Ford, Adel Grange ; Mrs. Ford, 
Lower, Bentham ; Mary J. Foster, B. A.; Miss Mary Fowler ; Ada 
S. Frost; Eliza Froud ; Mary Ann Fort ; E. Fonnaw ; Janet Forman ; 
Margaret Foster, Emily M. Foster, Edgbaston; Mary Foster ; C. J. 
Foster, Rye; Mrs. Harriet Fowler ; Mrs. Ford; E. L. Flower; 
Kate Fiorenza ; Alice Foord ; Maria L. Foord ; Laura Ford ; D. E. 
Fox ; Annie Fox ; R. Fooks ; Mrs. Lindsay Forbes, Drydon Bank ; M. 
Foule ; Isabel C. Fortey ; M. L. Foulis, Cupar; Helen Forsyth.

Fanny F. Fullagar, P.L.G.; Katharine Fullagar ; Mrs. Fullerton ; 
Wilhelma M. Fullerton ; Miss Fullerton ; Mrs. S. Fuller; Mrs. Fuller, 
Miss Fuller ; M. S. Fulton ; Maggie Fryer, Elizabeth Fryer; Mrs. 
Fryman, C. A. Fryman ; Alice Fry ; M. Fry.

Mrs. Newson Garrett, Aldeburgh.
Miss Agnes Garrett.
Miss Eleanor Grove, College Hall.
Mrs. Wm. Grey.
Miss Amelia Gurney, Miss Mary Gurney.
Miss F. A. Gilbert, Ladies’ College, Guernsey.
Mrs. Gubbins.
Mrs. Gilliat.
Miss Edith Gittins.
Miss Isabel Graves, Birkenhead.
Miss Alice Lydia Graves, Bradenham.
Maxwell Gray.

Mrs. Samuel Garrett; Miss Ruby Garrett; Miss Alison L. 
Garland; Miss Charlotte Gay, Miss S. E. Gay ; Mrs. M. F. Graves ; 
Ethel Gavin, Hilda Gavin; Jane Garstang; Janet Grant ; S. A. 
Galbraith; Georgiana Gates; Elizabeth Gray; Jeanne Adele 
Glatz; L. Glascodine; Ann Gaterell ; Sarah Garton; Rebecca 
Garish, Ann Garish; Kate R. Garraway ; M. A. Harriet Gard; 
Beatrice Garvie ; Elspeth J. Garvie ; Mrs. Gardiner ; Miss Frances 
Gardner ; Marjorie Gardner ; Emilie B. Grant, L.R.A.M. ; E. M. 
Gange ; Mrs. Granger, Miss Granger ; Miss Anna Grant; Barbara
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Graham; J. B. Grant ; Mary Grant; Wilhelmina Graham; E. 
Gardiner ; Ann Godleman ; Annie and Florence Glover; E. Galer ; 
Matilda Gatwarce ; K. and P. Gatwarce ; H. Gamman ; A. T. Gamman ; 
M. Gamman ; Jane Gray ; Mary Gladding; Helen Grahame ; Jessie 
Gray; E. Gayler ; Ethel Gates; Edith M. Grave ; Janet Grant.

Mrs. R. Gregg, Miss Gregg, Cork ; Miss M. E. Greenhill ; Mrs. 
Genn ; Beatrice Grey; E. L. Greene ; Edith Helen Green ; C. M. 
Green ; Mabel Green ; Rosa Gibbard ; Mrs. McGeachy; Alethea 
Geyler ; Lizzie Glen ; Dora T. Greenfield ; Lilian Green ; Marion 
Greenwood; Ella Greer; Margaret Gress well; Eliza G. Greene; 
Martha Grey; Harriet Green ; Mary A. Green ; Lizzie Greer.

Mrs. Gilzean ; Miss J. S. Gill ; Alice Maud Gimson ; Mrs. L. M. 
Gibbons ; Mrs. Gillet ; Lillian M. Gillett ; Mrs. Griffin ; F. K. 
Griffiths; Susannah Griffin; Mrs. Griffiths; Martha Griffin; Mrs. 
Grice ; A. Grierson, K. A. Giles, B. M. Gilford, A. W. Griffith ; L. 
C. Grimes ; Mrs. Mary Grimes ; A. M. Griffin, Girton ; Elizabeth 
Griffiths ; Elizabeth Griffiths, Bradenham ; Georgiana L. Griffiths ; 

Maria Griffiths; Winnie Griffiths; Annie E. Griffiths; R. 
Griffiths; Miss E. Griffiths, Putloe ; Miss Gill ; Eleanor Giles; E. 
M. Gibson, Shotley ; C. E. Gibbins ; Miss Gill; Mary Gillis ; Edith 
Giddy ; Louisa Gibson, Helena Gibson; Maria Girt; Mrs. Giles, 
Edith J. F. Giles ; Miss Harriet E. Gilbody; M. Blanche Gill ; 
Nannie Gilpin ; Mary Jane Gibbs ; Sarah M. Gilfillan ; Emma Giblin ; 
Catherine Griffiths ; A. Gittins ; Elizabeth Githus ; Mary Griffiths ; 
Sarah A. Griffiths ; Mrs. Arthur Giles; Miss Sarah Gwilliam ; M. 
Girvan ; Rebecca Green ; Marian Gill ; Selina H. Gardiner; H. L. 
Grasett.

Miss Annie Goff; Harriet Grove, Mary Ann Grove, Louisa Grove ; 
Miss Elizabeth Gordan ; Miriam Gorham ; Elizabeth Goodearl; 
Eleanor Goodchild, Emma Goodchild, Miriam Goodchild; Christina 
Grover; E. Groome; Mary Grose; E. A. Groom; Mrs. George 
Grossmith ; N. O. Goatby ; Mrs. Grundy ; Rachel Goldberg; Rowena 
Goldberg, Johanna Goldberg; LizzieGornall; Agnes Gore ; E. Goodall; 
Eleanor F. Godfrey ; Mary Godsall; Miss Hannah A. Goldsmith ; 
Mary Goodfellow ; Elizabeth O. Gordon ; Mary C. Gorham ; Marie 
Gould; Grace W. Goodall; Lizzie Groat; H. 1. and S. Godfrey; 
Annie M. Goss; Sarah Goodwin ; Sarah Elizabeth Goodwin ; H. 
Gosling ; Maud Gordon ; A. Gertrude Grogan, B. A. ; F. M. Godfrey ; 
E. Groom ; Sophia B. Gower; Annie Golding ; Martha Goodchild; 
Mrs. Grover ; Annie Golding ; Jane Godfrey.

Miss E. S. Guinness; Mrs. H. Goulding, Mrs. G. Grubb : Mrs. 
Gwynne, Miss Isabel Gwynne ; Miss Margaret Su. Gwyn ; Mary A. 
Guthrie ; Mrs. Guernsey ; E. Gurnley: Edith Glich ; Jessie Hannah 
Gunner; Miss Joan F. Gruner, Miss Alice Gruner; Elizabeth 
Gunter; Kate C. Glynn ; Madeleine Grub ; Minnie Gwynne; Alice 
Gundry.
Mrs. Alers Hankey.
Mrs. Harle.
Mrs. Hallam.
Mrs. Harvey.
Mrs. Haslam, Dublin.
Mrs. Haslam, Bolton.
Miss Mary H. Hart.
Mrs. Haycraft, P.L.G.
Mrs. Haweis,

Mary Hayden, M.A.
Mrs. Frank Hill.
Mrs. John Hullah.
Mrs. Carey Hobson.
Mrs. Hodding, Salisbury.
Mrs. C. Hodgson.
Miss Heppel, B.A.
Mrs. Hollins, Pleasley Vale.
Mrs. Jonathan Hogg.
Emilie A. Holyoake.
Mrs. Homan, M.L.S.B. 
Miss E. C. Hornby, Miss Mary Hornby. 
Helen M. Hutton.
Mrs. F. Huddlestone.
Mary Humphrey.
Marian Huth.
Mrs. Peter Hussey.

Mrs. Hallwright ; Miss Sarah A. Hanson ; Isabel W. Harper, 
Eliza Harper ; Agnes L. A. Harrison, and Julia Stracey Harrison, 
Stoke Bishop; Mrs. Stephenson Harrison; K. E. Harrison, 
S. C. Harrison, Chester Place; Mrs. Haigh ; E. Hall; S. E Hall ; 
Mrs. Harmer ; E. J. B. Hamilton ; M. A. Hall, Edith E. Hall; Rose 
Hatfield ; Mary J. Hallewell ; Lucy Hardwicke; Annie Halliday i 
Mrs. L. Hastings ; Miss Leith Hay ; Katie Hartung ; H. Harden ; Emily 
Hawkins; Fannie Hawkis Janet E. Hayes; Charlotte Haggi.. 
Hart; Emily Harris ; Rebecca Harris; Miss H. Harokes ; Gracie 
Hair ■ Ann Halsey; Jessie E. Hanbury; A. C. Hope Hall; Annie 
Hall ; E. A. Hawkes ; Elizabeth Hayes ; Elizabeth Hardcastle ; Anna 
M. Harvey; Isabella Haliday; Elizabeth Halliday ; E. M. Harmer; 
Jannette Harding; Miss L. Hardyman ; Ellen Haslehurst ; S. 
Hawken ; Lily Harrison ; Emma Harries; E. Rosa Haslam ; MaryE. 
Haslehurst, Ethel W. Haslehurst, Jane H. V. T. Haslehurst; Cecilia 
Harrison ; Isabel I. Hall; Margaret Haworth, Florence Haworth, Lizzie 
M. Haworth ; Jane Hargreaves, Elizabeth Hargreaves ; Mrs. Haworth, 
Miss Haworth ; Sarah Ann Hawksley; Julia Hawker; Mary E. 
Hawker ; Charlotte Hayward ; Mrs. E. Hankin ; Frances Hardcastle ; 
•Constance Hall, Florence Hall, Evelyn Hall; Mary Ann Hawkins ; 
Winifred E. Harlin ; Lucy M. Haslam ; Annie Harding; Katharine 
Harrison ; A. E. Hall; Mary Elizabeth Harriot; Emily Hall ; E. A. 
Hartley; E. L. Hall; C. Hales; E. F. C. Hartmann; Edith Hart; 
Miss F. Haynes ; Mrs. John Halls; Catharine Hanrott; Anne 
Hardcastle ; Jane Hall; H. Halbed; A. M. Hammond; M. L. 
Hack well; Mrs. Harvey; Charlotte Hathaway; Edith Hancock; 
Gulie Harlock ; Annie Harlock ; Margaret Haig ; Elizabeth Harris ; 
Janet Hannah ; Mary Hannah; Lydia Halls ; Gladys P. Hartey ; 
Miss Eleanor M. Harris : Mrs. Handley ; J. Hay ; Ada Hadley ; Mrs. 
Hallowes j Frances H. Harris ; Olive R. Harris ; Frances Hawtayne ; 
Laura Hamlyn; Eva W. Harlein ; M. A. Handson ; Miss Ethel 
Hare; Mary S. Hamlyn ; A. V. Hallam ; Annie Halliday; Frances 
Hardcastle, Girton ; Agnes H. Hatch ; Lilly Hay ; Miss M. Hardie, 
Miss E. Hardie ; Mrs. Elizabeth Hardie ; Mrs. Laura R. Harmer ; 
Frances H. Harris; L. Harvey; E. Harvey; Rose Hatfield; T. 
Beatrice and L. Ethel M. Harrison ; Elizabeth Harris; E. M. Alers 
Hankey; Margaret Pratt Hallett; T. M. Hayward ; Louisa Hartas ; 
Alice A. and May J. Harewood ; Ada Hall; A. Hawkes ; E.G. Harward.

-
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Mrs. Bayly Heath ; Eleanor Heathcote ; Maud Heathcote • E M 
Heathcote ; Mrs. Heberden ; Mary Henderson, Helen Henderson • Amv 
C. Herford; Edith M. Henwood ; Alice Heathershaw ; S. G. Heaton • 
K. Hensman; Rebecca Heron ; Christine Henderson • E v‘ 
Henwood ; Alice Maud Hephorn ; Blanche E. Hepburn • ‘ Ruth E 
Hewlmgs ; E. M. Heutsch ; Lilian Henderson ; Hannah Herbert • 
Ann Herbert; Jame Grattan Headley; Miss Kate Heaps: Margaret 
Henderson ; M L. Hetherton; C. Henderson ; Jane Hepburn • Eva 
Hesse, Mary Hesse; Mrs. C. H. Hemming; Elizabeth Hewlett - 
Miss Emma Elizabeth Healy • Lily Henbery • Miss F. Lily Hentlev ‘ 
Jessie Keytei Sara Keeping ; J. E. Henderson; Susie Herbert.

Mrs. Hill, Court Moat Stone; Mrs. Hirst, Meltham - R A 
Hindley Emily and Georgina Hill; May Kingston; Mary Ann 
Hibbert ; Miss Maria Hilles, Miss Winifred Hilles ; Miss Agnes M. 
Hitchcock; S. Hilton; E. S. Hilton; Susan Hicks; Bessie H 
1188s ; . P. M. Higgins ; Ann Higgs ; Mary Kingston; Diana 
Hilbers ; Mary Anna Hicks ; E. J. G. Hibbert; A. Hillson ; Alice 
Tillieri J. Hide; Lucy A. 1High, Mary Pigott High, Hannah High 
Hannah High (sen.), Elizabeth High, Holt; Annie E. Hinmery - 
Mrs Higginson, Miss E. D. Higginson ; Mrs. W. Hills ; Margaret 
E. Hills ; Annie Hill ; Hills; F. Hill; Emily Hill } Dorothea 
Hickson J. Hill ; Kate Hilder ; C. Hill; Sylvia Hill; L. Hill; C. E. A. 
Hill; Mabel Hime ; Henrietta P. Hillyer ; E. L. Hickson ; Mary Hill; 
Margaret Hickson ; Janet Hinde ; Sarah Hinde; Frances S. Hicks • Al 
Hillier. ’

Mrs. Hodgson, Manchester ; Mrs. Horsley, Gloucester : Miss Hinds. 
Howell; Violette C. Holyoake; Sarah Horsley; T. Hodge • Anne 
Hodge; Ruth Holdstock; Stella Louisa How ; L. A Hopkins • 
Margaret Housden ; I. E. Hobbs ; Sarah How ; Elizabeth Jane Hocking ‘ 
Susan Hoare Mrs. Horrocks ; K. Howard; M. A. Holmes; Fanny 
Hoare ; Mrs. Holland ; Mrs. Hoper ; E. A. Hore ; Mary Hooper ; A. 
Holland ; Louisa Hoisnaill ; Lydia Hodges ; R. Holbrook ; Miss L Hood • 
Jane and Gertrude Homan; Gertrude K. Howell: Miss Marv d’ 
Howard; Mrs. Holmes; M. Holdsworth; Louisa Hoar; Susan 
Howard ; Miss R. E. Hoare ; Elizabeth Hoare ; Josephine L. Hough • 
Margaret M. Houldsworth ; Hilda M. Howard ; Mrs. Howell, AdaPR! 
Howell; Mrs. Hodgkinson; E. M. Horton; A. Blanche HOdgetts 
M; G Home; Mary Hope ; Charlotte Hope ; Miss Louisa C. Hope 
Miss Caroline J. Hope ; Miss Evelyn Hope ; Margaret M. Hope } 
Helen Hogg, H J Hogg; Agnes Hogg ; Elizabeth Hogg; Mrs. 
Anderson Hogg ; Elizabeth Houston ; Lydia Hope; Margaret Howarth: 
parah, Hannah, Jane and Alice Howarth; E. P. Howarth - Miss 
Howard ; MissM.E. Howard ; Mrs. Laura M. Howell, Miss Ada R. 
Howell ; May Holloway; Ann Holden.

Mrs. Hubbard ; Mrs. Hudson ; Miss May Hughes : Miss E. P 
Hughes ; Helen M. Hutton;, Miss A. Hughes; Annie Hurst - M 
Hurst; Beatrice Lee Hurrey; O. M. Hughes ; A. Hughes • Harriet F Hutchin; Mary Hull; Edith J. Hughes; Mary Hmphreyss.T: 
Husband A. E. Hurrell ; G. H. Hurrell; A. C. Hurrell; Grace 
Hughes ; Madeline Hudson ; Ada A. Hum ; Miss Rhoda Hunt; E. 
S. Hughes; M.F. A. Husband; G. Hudd; Mary E.Huddy; Mary 
Hunter Mary Hunter (junior), Christina Hunter; Mrs. Huntley- 
Ellen Hughes; Matilda Hudson; Helen E. Hubbard: Ada B 
Hurrell; K. Marian Hunter; Mary W. Hutchinson - Catherine I. 
Huli Jeanie Hutchin; Laura Hutchin; S. Hutton - S Hudson-

J. Humphrey ; E. I. Hutchins; |A. Grace Hyett; Mary C. Hyett.
H. Hvnes.

rs. Impey, Miss M. H. Impey, Miss Catherine Impey, Street;
W. S. Ives, Llanelly ; Eleanor C. Impey ; Isabella C. Impey, Oxford ; 
Miss Impey, East Sheen ; M. Innes ; H. B. Ingleton ; Sarah Ingleby ; 
Elsie Inglis ; Mary F. Irwin ; Minnie Irons; Florence Irving ; Fanny 
Isitt ; Jane Ireland ; Mrs. Walter Idyl.

Lady Jackson.
Mrs.‘ Eliot James, Dame President, signed on behalf of members of

the Brighton Dames (Habitation 308) P.L.
Dr. Sophia Jex Blake.
Miss L. A. Jenner.
Miss Lucy Johnson, Miss Agnes Johnson.
Mrs. Johnston, Ballykilbeg.
Margaret K. Johnston, B.A.
Miss Johnson, Earlsfort Irvan.
Bertha J. Johnson, Oxford.
Mrs. Elias Jones, Neath.
Miss E. E. Constance Jones.
Miss M. Frederica Jones, Hereford.
Miss H. M. Jones.
Mrs. Jopling.
Mrs. Algernon Joy.

Edith A. Jackson, B.A.; Helena S. Jackson, High School, Cork ; 
Mrs. Frank James, Misses Ethel, Edith and M. J. James, 
Cowbridge; Constance James, Florence James, Annie James, 
Cowbridge ; Margaret James, Clifton ; Lizzie James, Luton ; Elizabeth 
Jackson ; E. Lilian James ; Georgina Jackson ; M. P. Janan ; Mrs. H. 
Jarvis; Edith James ; C. I. James ; Mrs. Jamieson; Emily L. 
Jannaway ; Ada Nugent Jackson ; Lucy Jameson, J. Agnes Jameson ; 
Martha James, Bradenham ; Florence Jackson ; Anne Jackson, 
Liverpool ; L. Jackson ; I. H. Jackson, Girton : H. Jackson, Mansfield 
Hospital ; J. H. Jackson, Girton ; M. Winfield Jackson.

Katharine Jex Blake ; Kathleen Jellico, Rebecca Jellico, Eliza 
Jellico, Mountmellick ; A. Jenner ; E. Jenkinson ; C. P. Jeffs ; S. 
Wyatt Jefferies ; J. Jeffrey ; Kate Jeffery ; Jane Jenkin ; Annie 
Jeffery; L. C. Jeffery; L. Jeff's; Margaret Jeffrey; Bertha H. 
Jenkins; S. Jephson ; Prudence A. Jephson; Mrs. Jessop, Miss 
Madeleine Jessop, Miss Fiorella Jessop; F. J. Jennings ; Sarah 
Jefferies; Mary Jepson; Laura E. Jessup; Anna M. Jones; Miss 
S. A. Johnson; Eliza Jones; Madeline E. Jennings ; Mrs. Jebb; 
Mrs. Sophia Jerningham ; Alice Jepson.

Mrs. Thomas Jones, Swansea ; Edith Lydia Johns, M.A. ; M. A.. 
Joachim ; S. A. Johnson, Holt; M. L. Jones, Swansea ; Mrs. Morgan 
Jones, Aberystwyth ; Elizabeth Jones ; Sarah Jones ; Jane S. Joyce ; 
A. H. Joyce; Marion Johnston, Sunwick; Miss L. Agnes Jones; 
Miss Jane Eliza Jourdan; Kate Jones. Jane Jones ; E. Spencer 
Johnson; Lydia Jones, Wallop ; Caroline Emily Jones ; Louise 
Jones; Mary Johnson’,' Saffron Walden ; Lucy Jones ; Mrs. Jones, 
Lyddyn Daw ; Gwen Jones, Doffryn ; Ellen Parry Jones, Tyny 
Eelyn ; Elizabeth Johns ; Harriet Johnson ; Mrs. Johnston, Cupar ; 
Mrs. Johnson ; Eveline Jones ; Elizabeth Jordan; M. Jones ; Mrs. 
J. C. Jones ; Georgiana Jones ; E. Lodwig Jones ; Desponia Jones ; 
H. M. Jones; A. L. Jones; Sarah Jones; Ellen Jones; Margaret
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Jones ; Elizabeth Anna Jones ; Mabel Jones ; Annie M. Jones ; Mary- 
Johnson ; Mary A. Johnson; G, M. Johnson ; Eliza Johnson; 
Charlotte E. Johnson ; Mrs. Harrett Johnson; Florence A. Johnson } 
Louisa M. Jones, Mansfield ; S. E. Johnson ; Eliza Jones ; Elizabeth 
Johns ; L. Gilian ; Mrs. Judd, Miss Edith Judd.

Mrs. Craig Knox and Miss Margaret Knox.
Miss Kendall, Plymouth.
Miss Keane, Cappoquin.
Miss Gertrude I. King.
Miss Kingsley.
Mrs. Henry Kingsley.
Eleanor M. King-King.
Mrs. Money Kyrle.

Mrs. Kensington ; Miss Frances Kensington ; Eliz. Kay ; Sophia 
Knapton ; Jane Kennedy, Luton ; Lily Keverne ; S. E. Kent; Mrs. 
A. Killick ; Mary Emily Kersey ; Martha Kersey ; Jeanie Kerr ; Miss 
A. Keir; Mrs. Keir, Musselburgh ; Caroline Keith ; M. Johnston 
Kerr, Marion Johnston Kerr, junr.; Margaret D. Kerr; Edith 
Keating, Mary Keating ; Frances Kennion ; Mary Kennedy ; E. M. 
Kennard ; Mrs. Kentwell ; Sarah Ann Kennedy ; Florrie Kenyon ; 
•Caroline E. Keloey; Elizabeth Mary Key; M. M. Krey; Marv 
Kennion ; Bessie Kenward, Emma Kenward ; Gertrude Kempthorne; 
B. L. Kennett; Mrs. Kensit; Alice Kenyon; Jean E. Kennedy; 
Henrietta Kelly; Mrs. Caroline Kent; Amy Kent; Alice Kelly • 
Julia and Emily Elliott Kendall; Emily E. Knee; Sarah Kershaw.

Miss Agnes Kilgour ; Miss M. Kingslev ; Emilie Kimmins ; Mrs. 
Knight-Bruce ; S. King; M. J. Kingston . A. Frances Kirby; Sarah 
Kingham; Frances M. Kirby; M. G. King, Cromhall Christina M. 
Kirkwood ; Miss Kinsman ; Euphemia Kilgour ; Elizabeth Kilgour, 
'Cupar; Georgina Kinnear ; Edith Knight; M. L. Knight; Mary 
Knight; Rachael H. Knight; F. Knight; Elizabeth Knight ; Emma 
Knight ; Mrs. Knight, Stanhope Gardens ; Dora Knight ; Mrs. 
Kilners ; Miss Jessie King ; E. King, Harriet King; Madge King ; 
Mary G. King ■ Mary King ; Kate King; Mrs. H. Kierchin ; Frances 
Mary Kirby ; Jessie M. Meade King; Annie King ; Alice Kilby; Mrs. 
M. A. Kinchlea ; Mrs. H. Kinchlea ; Katherine Kitching; Nora Kirk ; 
M.E. Knowles; Elizabeth Knowles; Miss A. Knott; Emily M. Keightley.

Mrs. Max Kyllmann, Miss Kyllmann ; Mrs. Richardson-Kuhlmann ; 
Mary R Klugh ; Mme. Kuhlke ; Emily E. Kurr ; Mathilde Kuhlke.

The Hon. Mrs. A. Lyttelton.
The Hon. Mrs. E. Lyttelton.
Lady Le Marchant.
Mrs. W. E. H. Lecky.
Miss Sarah Lewin.
Miss K. M. Lamb.
Miss Frances Latimer, Plymouth.
Miss Lee, Bath.
Miss Frances Lord.
Miss Elizabeth S. Lidgett.
Miss Emma L. Lister.
Miss Lloyd (Hengwert).
Mrs. Lougheed, L.R.C.P.I., etc.

Mrs. Bolton Lacey; Florence D. P. Lakeman ; Jane Lakeman •
Misses P., M., T. and D. Lawrence ; Christabel Lawrence; Misses
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E., L. and J. Layland; Georgiana J. Lambert; A. Layden ; S. H. 
Layden ; Mary E. Lander ; Bessie Latham ; Emily Langley; Lucy 
Lawman • M. A. Larkins ; A. Lawrence ; Miss Mary Layton ; Rosa 
Lawrence; Elizabeth Lambert; Miss Caroline Lassell, Miss Jane 
Lassell; Frances G. La Touche ; K. J. Lacey ; Esther H. Lansdell ; 
Mrs. Latchmore; M. Latchmore ; A. Wilmot Lance ; Ellen D. Lake ; 
Miss Marion Lambon ; Miss' E. Last; Mary Lane ; Emma Langdale ; 
Susan Lancaster ; AmyE. Laybourne ; M. Lawford ; Annie Langdale ; 
E. Lawder ; H. A. Lawson ; Rosina Larner ; E. Lawder ; Minnie E. 
Lacey : Annie Marie Lambert; Georgiana Larner, Augusta Larner ; 
Miss H. and Elizabeth J. Law; Julie Lawrence-Levi ; B. Lacey.

Mrs. Barratt-Lennard; H. B. Lewis; A. G. Lefroy; Maria 
Ledsam ; Helen D. Lewis, Mary J. Lewis, Helen Lewis ; Edith L. 
Leis ; Ellen Lewendon ; Agnes Leadbetter ; Elizabeth. Lee; 
Susannah Lee ; Louisa Lee ; J. L. Lewis ; Agnes Leach ; Elizabeth 
B. Lee ; Florence Lee, B. A.; Mary J. Lewis ; Annette Lees ; A. M. 
Lean ; Helen E. Legge ; Mrs. Leakey ; A. Leakey, M. Leakey ; Lilly 
Lewellin ; Annie Lewer ; B. L. Lefroy ; Dora Leppington, Blanche 
Leppington ; Miss Lizzie Lee; Miss Mary Lewellin; Miss Louisa 
Lewellin; Mary Lewis; Catharine M. Lewis; Mrs. Lett; Kate 
Lemon; Susan Leake; S. A. Leworthy; Eva E. Lewis; Ada M.

I Lewis ; Mrs. Lewin ; Stephanie Lee, Mary W. Lee ; E. Lewis ; Maria 
S. Lee; Laura K. Lewis; A. C. Leroy; Elizabeth Lewin; Frances 
A. Lewin ; Mrs. Lewes, Miss Lewes; Miss Lee; Constance .B. 
Lenhouse; Edith S. Lees ; Mabel Le Francois ; Ethel Jane Lewis, 
Annie Louisa Lee ; Agnes Levett.

MissA. V. Lister; Miss Gertrude Light; Mrs. Little, W.L.A., 
Edinburgh ; Mrs. Livingstone, Moffat; Linda Lindsay ; E. Liddle; 
E. L. Lidbetter; Miss Hilda S. Lidgett; Agnes Liver; Emma 
Lightbook; L. Linton ; M. Lister; Fanny Lissons ; Sarah E. 
Liddiard ; M. E. Lingley; Julia E. E. Lindesay ; Maude Litton; R. 
Livingston ; Eleanor Livesey ; Elizabeth N., Minnie and N. Light- 
bown.

Catherine Eliott Lockhart; M. Lovick ; Mary Ann Lovelock ; 
Mrs. Lloyd ; Katharine Lloyd ; C. C. Longfield ; Anne Lowerbutts ; 
Mary Louch ; J. E. F. Long ; Leah Lockwood ; Mrs. Lovell; Kate 
Lodge; Maria Loane; Ann Lowndes; Mary Lowndes; Miss 
Elizabeth Long; Miss Jane Lord; Mrs. Lowe ; A. Loewe; Jane 
Loomes; Sarah Longmate ; F. Lord, L. Lord; Agnes A. Looker; 
Rachel Lockhart; Emily J. Lockhart, Pollockshills; Mary Lone; 
E. A. Lovibond ; Alice Lovelock ; Bessie Lockyer ; F. D. Loring ; I. 
E. Lomax; Mrs. F. M. Lloyd ; Mary C. W. Lloyd ; Annie J. Lowe ; 
Miss Longmire.

Miss Marion Luxmoore ; Mrs. Lyons ; Alice Lyster, M.A.; Sarah 
J. Lury ; Mary Lyme ; Mrs. E. Lucas ; Mrs. Lyon ; A. Lyle ; E. M. 
Lumley; Margaret Lupton ; E. J. Luker ; R. Livingston; M. A. 
Luke; E. L. Lusty; Jessie C. Lucas and Angelina Lucas ; Edith 
Evelyn ; R. M. Lynham.
The Countess of Mar.
The Lady Montagu of Beaulieu.
Agnes C. Maitland, Somerville Hall.
Miss Elizabeth Adelaide Manning.
Mrs. Malleson.
Mrs. McIlquham.

Mrs. Martin and Miss Violet Martin, Ross,
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Miss Jessie McGregor.
Lady McKerlie, Miss Helen McKerlie
Miss Harriet A. Martin, Cork.
Mary A. Marshall, M.D.
Miss L. E. Martineau.
Lucas Malet.
E. N. Maitland.
Charlotte Mason.
Marion H. Mason.
Mrs. Massingberd.
Dr. Kate Mitchell. ■
Dr. Julia Mitchell.
Mrs. St. John Mildmay.
Mrs. R. R. Moore.
MissClara Evelyn Mordan.
Miss Gwenllian E. F. Morgan.
Mrs. Miller Morrison.
Mrs. Frank Morrison.
Miss Rosa Morison.
Mrs. Felix Moscheles.
Mrs. Muller.
Miss Mller.
Mrs. Pierrepoint Mundy.
Miss Mulvany, B. A., Alexandra School.

A. M. McAdams, Weston-super-Mare; Catherine Masters, St. 
Albans; Miss Helen E. Maddin, M.A.; Mrs. L. T. Mallet; M. F. 
Mallet ; Katherine M. McEwen, Louisa McIntosh; Euphemia 
McGwen, B.A. ;Mrs. M. E. Maclaverty ; A. M. Mackenzie ; Therese 
McGlade; Mabel C. Malleson, Hope Malleson, Dixton Manor; B. S. 
Macan; Eliza McCarthy; Lizzie M. Matthews ; Mrs. R. Martin • 
A. M. Mayes; Lydia Mansell; Ellen Marshall; H. E. Maskell • 
Elizabeth Marshall; Jane Mason ; Minnie M. Mallet ; Jane McConnell; 
Miss Henrietta Maltbey ; Mrs. MacFarlan, Galway ; Mrs. McDougal; 
Mrs. Maccall, Miss Maccall; Miss Adela Mackechnie; Mrs. L. f’ 
Maccall; Evelyn Marsh ; B. S. Macan ; R. A. McWilliam ; Isabella 
Massey, Sarah H. Massey ; Miss Sarah Siddons Mair ; Mrs. M’Crindle ; 
Arabella McClure ; Florence Matthews ; H. Mayles ; E. Mayles ; S. A. 
Mayes ; Mary Marsh ; A. Massingham • E. J. Mayles ; M. McEwan ; M. 
J. McBryde; Elizabeth McCartney; Janet McLimont; Mary McKenna; 
S. McCaig; M. McKenna ; Miss T. Story Maskelyne ; Katherine A. 
McLaren ; E. Macdonald, Girton; Mrs. Martin ; Miss E. M. Mansell; M. 
L. Mainwaring; Ellen Matthews ; E. J. Macgowan ; M. A. Martin • 
Laura McCutchey ; E. M. MacGregor ; Mabel F. Mallet; Gertrude L. 
Mallet; S. E. H. Martin ; Florence Martin ; Abbie B. C. Matthews; 
Caroline Matthews, Annie G. Matthews ; Constance J. Marks ; Blanche 
Maniprise ; Emily Marlove ; Elizabeth Martin ; Amy B. McDowall; 
Georgina Mayton ; Anna Macasting; Elizabeth Mackenzie • A. E 
McMurdi • Agnes Mall; Mrs. E. A. Mann; Lilian Mackenzie, L. A. 
Mackenzie, Alice Mackenzie ; Helen Manton ; H. Maude Mardyn; 
Persis Martin; Sophia E. Macaulay; Elizabeth Maclachlan; Mrs. 
Mason ; Miss Agnes Mawson ; Lucy. A. Mason ; Mrs. Mack ; Mary H. 
McDowall; Jane Marshall; Mrs.. Carlo Martin; Winifred McKenil • 
Eva McKinnel ; Effie McIntosh; Elizabeth McGregor • Mrs. 
McKinnel ; M. A. Magie; Eva Mackness; Dagmar Mackness; 
Miss C. Massey; Elizabeth McDowll; Elizabeth Mathews; 
Louisa — J. Menzies; Mrs, MacMichael ; Miss Cecilia Marshall,

Ethel, May, Jane and Grace Marsden; Elizabeth Marshall, St. 
Leonards ; Elizabeth Mathews ; May E. Mayo ; Mrs. McFall ; R. L. 
MacAndrew ; E. M. MacDonald ; May H. McDowall, Bridge of Allan 
Dagmar and Eva Mackness.

Mrs. Gertrude E. Menzies; Mannela Meinertzhagen ; Rosina 
Membry ; A. L. Mellish ; E. A. Meyer ; Annie Meadows ; Eleanor 
Meason, Helen Meason; Emma G. Mear; A. Medlock; Mary 
Merryweather Mrs. Melia; Dorothy Meadows ; Eleanor A. Meares.

Mrs. Mitchell, Rye; Mrs. Miller, W.L.A., Edinburgh; Ethilda 
M. Michael; E. Michaelis; M. Michaelis; Miss Marion Mills; Miss 
Sarah Mills ; E. L. Mitcheson; Miss Eleanor Millet, Miss Georgiana 
Millet; Mrs. E. M. Micholls ; Eliza Pauline Michaud, C. C. A. 
Michaud; F. Mil ward; Margaret Milne; H. Mingay; Isabella 
Middleton; Miss L. Milton; E. J. Mitchell; Louisa K. Milne; 
Annie Mills, Jane Mills; Gertrude Miller; M. Millard; Mary D. 
Midgley; M. Millar; Emma Minedeh; Harriet S. Miller, Edith 
Miller, Emma Miller, Cambridge ; Martha Michaels ; Emma Middle
mass ; Anne T. Mills ; Alice E. Mitchell; Mrs. Miller, Weir House ; 
M. Mitchell.

Mrs. Morgan-Browne; Miss Mary Mosley, Hastings; Hon. Mrs. 
Monson ; Mrs. Edmund Morgan ; Stella Morgan ; Miss Sophia Moss ; 
Mary Mordan; Mary Monteith; Maggie Moodie; Annie Moss; 
Edith Morris; Mrs. Arthur Moor; Esther Mothersole; Mrs. 
Cunningham Moncrief; Henrietta Moritz; Mrs. Moore; Madge 
Moore ; Miss A. Gertrude Moore ; Miss Beatrice E. De Jersey Moore ; 
D. M. Morton ; F. L. Morier, Agneta C. Morier; Mrs. Moorhouse ; 
Eleanor A. Montgomery ; Mrs. Monkton ; ‘ H. A. Morgan ; L. 
Morgan ; A. Morgan ; M. Morley; K. Morgan; M. E. Morgan ; C. 
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E. Webb Ethel M. Webb; Lizzie Whelan; Miss Wheeler: 
Allumia wherry ; Mrs. B. Weber ; Mabel Webb; Miss A. Werner • 
Marywerner;Anna Westmacott; A. Wells; Sarah Webb ‘ 
— A. Welch i Ellen M. Wellbeloved ; Louisa W. Wells, Marion Wells ;

Eliza S. R. Webster ; Fanny West ; Elizabeth A. Weston ; H. H. 
Weatherhill ; C. L. Weetman ; W. A. Westlake ; Mrs. Wren ; Emma 
Wearn; Evangeline Webb; Margaret Webb; Emmie Wedd; Miss 
Edith Wetton ; Mary West; Mabel Weld ; Mrs. Weale ; Miss Weede.

Miss Louise M. Wilkinson, Miss Fanny R. Wilkinson ; Mary 
Wright; Miss K. T. Williams ; Miss Bessie M. Whitwill, Miss Edith 
Beatrice Whitwill; Mrs. Monkton White ; Miss J. Wilson ; Miss 
Catharine M. Whitehead; Mrs. Willert ; Mrs. William Williams, 
Aberystwith ; Miss Alice E. Willson ; Mrs. Wienholt; Marion Withiel; 
Eliza Whitmore ; Maud M. Whitmore ; Winifred M. Whitmore ; Mrs. 
Caroline Whitehead; Alice Whitlock; Sarah H. White, Waterford ; 
Eliza White ; Alice Wills ; Lydia Wilkins ; Miss E. A. White ; Jane 
Williams ; Mary Williams ; A. H. Wright; Miss M. Willard; K. A. 
Wilding ; Miss Constance Williams ; Elizabeth T. Wilkinson, Alice G. 
T. Wilkinson; Florence Willoughby; Bessie Williams; Jeannie 
H. Willmer; Laura Willmer! Elizabeth Eldon Wilson; Miss 
Charlotte Willner ; Jane Willcox; Jane Willcox; Anne Susan 
Williams; E. Williams, Brockley; Emma Wigmore ; Miss 
Bessie Wright; Miss Katherine I. Willis ; Anna Witmore; Agnes 
G. Windsor, Laura A. Windsor; Charlotte Wilson; E. Williams; 
Emily Williams, Annie Williams; Isabel Jane Wilcox; L. H. 
Wilczgrricka; Edith Witheret ; Miss C. H. Wild; C. Williams; 
Miss Annie Wilkinson, York ; Miss Mary T. Wilkinson, Leeds ; Sarah 
H. White ; Mrs. Whinfield ; Mary S. Whiting ; H. White ; Ada 
Whitfield ; E. A. Whittle ; Miss Annie B. Whiston ; Miss R. 
Whitelegge, Miss E. N. Whitelegge ; H. M. White; Isabella 
Wightwick ; Frances A. Whitehead ; E. R. White ; Harriett White ; 
Emma White ; Winifred White ; M. Wrightson ; M. W. Wilson ; 
Jane E. Wilson ; Mary H. S. Wright; Jane Winder ; Emma Winder ; 
Mary Willshire ; Mrs. Wrigley, Miss Maria L. Wrigley ; L. Wilson- 
Jones ; Harriet A. Wilson; A. Wilkinson, Saffron Walden; A. 
Whiffen ; H. E. Winters ; M. E. Winters ; A. Williams ; Alice 
Whiting; C. E. Williams ; Mary Williams ; Edith M. Wright, Annie 
A. Wright; Louisa Wright, Mansfield; I. T. Wright; Martha 
Willett; Elizabeth Willcock ; Jessie Wiseman ; Georgina Wishart, 
B.A.; Elizabeth White ; Harriet Wickenden ; E. C. Wills, Anna M. 
Witt; E. Wilson ; Lydia Wilkins ; E. H. Williamson ; T. K. Wicks ; 
Rachel Wilkinson ; Mrs. Whinfield, Mrs. Wilson, St. Ronans.

Miss Margaret Woodcock ; Lizzie M. Woods ; Emma Wood ; 
Elizabeth Wootton ; C. E. Wood ; Emily Woolnough ; M. Woolley ; 
Edith Woolley; L. E. Wormell; K. L. Wormell ; Marian Wootton ; 
F. M. Wood; Mrs. Woodman; E. Wooll; Florence M. Woodman; 
Sarah Wooster ; Mary Ann Wooster; Agnes Wood • Sarah Jane 
Wood; Mary Woodforde; A. Woodhatch; Edith Angell Wood; 
Anna Louisa Woodward ; Mary L. Worley ; Gertrude M. Woodward ; 
Mary Wofindon ; E. L J. Worn; Miss E. E. M. Wolff; Marion B. 
Wodehouse; Mrs. Woolmer; Mary C. Woolmer; G. Woods; Susan 
E. Wood; Gertrude Wood; Louisa Woolley; M. A. Wood, 
Blackheath.

Eleanor Whyte, Sec. Women Bookbinders ; Mrs.' J. D. Whyte ; 
Miss A. Whyte; Mrs. Wyld ; Fanny A. Wynne, Alice Wynne ; 
Emma Wright.

Miss Annie Young; Miss Sophia Youngman; Elizabeth Yeates;
L. J. Yates ; H. M. Yelverton; Dorinda Young; J. C. Young; 
Rosa Young ; Ernestine C. Young ; A. C. Young ; Julia Young.

Miss Agnes Zimmermann ; Alice Zimmern.
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NOTES OF THE SESSION.

The Central Committee believe the present is a 
fitting time at which to send their members and friends 
some account of the present prospects of the movement. 
They accordingly offer the following brief summary of 
the actual facts of the position.

IMMEDIATELY after the General Election steps were 
taken to secure the services of a leader, who should be 
a centre to the movement in the House of Commons, 
and the assent of Viscount Wolmer (M.P. for Edin- 
burgh West), to take charge of their interests in the 
House of Commons, was a source of great satisfaction to 
all connected with the work of the Central Committee.

When the opening of the Session approached, com- 
munications were entered into with numerous M.P.’s 
with a view to their taking part in the ballot for a day.

Mr. Walter McLaren called a meeting of friendly 
M.P.’s at the House of Commons, which was attended 
by Mr. Bousfield, Sir George Chesney, Mr. C. W. Cayzer, 
Prof. Jebb, Mr. Charles McLaren, Viscount Wolmer, &c. 
Several promises of balloting were then given.

The result was that a considerable number of 
Members, including Mr. Bolitho, Mr. Cohen, Mr. 
Courtney, Col. Cotton-Jodrell, and Sir Richard Temple 
tried their fortune. The best number was drawn by Mr.
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Charles McLaren, who came out twenty-fifth. As there 
are not more than twelve good days for private Members’ 
Bills, no one who draws a late number can secure a 
first place.

Mr. McLaren set the Bill down second on the order 
of the day for Wednesday, March 8. But inasmuch as 
the Bill which preceded it—the Rating of Machinery 
Bill—was one involving large interests to the manu
facturing towns, it was felt from the first that the 
chances for Mr. McLaren’s Bill were very slight.

Meantime, it was hoped that the Registration Bill 
which the Government were pledged to bring forward, 
might afford an opportunity for an amendment on 
Women Suffrage. In his speech introducing that Bill 
Mr. H. H. Fowler said that “he hoped the time would 
soon come when there would be only one register for 
Parliamentary, Municipal, and School Board elections.” 
The Bill, however, contained no clause for the actual 
carrying out of his hope. An amendment was accord-, 
ingly given notice of by Mr. Maclure as follows:—

On the Second Reading of Registration of Electors 
Amendment Bill, to move, " That no Bill will be 
satisfactory to this House which does not provide for 
the registration of women ratepayers to vote at 
Parliamentary elections as in elections for municipal 
authorities and guardians of the poor and other local 
authorities.”

We are, however, informed by our Parliamentary 
friends that this amendment will probably be ruled out 

of order, as the Bill contains no clauses of an 
enfranchising character.

In this connection it is to be remembered that on the 
occasion of the Annual Conference of the National Union 
of Conservative Associations, held at Sheffield in 
December, a cordial reception was given to the 
remarks made by Sir Albert Rollit in favour of the 
inclusion of women on the Parliamentary register, 
when advocating the adoption of the municipal register 
for Parliamentary and other purposes.

On March 8th the debate and division on the 
Rating of Machinery Bill concluded at 5.25. It is 
against the rules of the House that any contentious Bill 
be taken after 5.30 on a Wednesday. When Sir Henry 
James rose to move that the Women’s Suffrage Bill be 
adjourned—it was clearly the inevitable course. The Bill 
was, in fact, crowded out ; in technical phrase "it stands 
adjourned,” i.e., will remain on the order book till 
discharged by the member who introduced it, but 
without any prospect of coming forward.

There yet remains another possibility should the 
Government proceed this Session with their promised 
“Plural Voting Bill,” popularly known as the “One 
Man One Vote Bill.” This measure is the next step 
in the direction of electoral change for which any body 
of men are striving. Strenuous steps should be taken
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to rouse public feeling in favour of the enfranchisement 
of duly qualified women, so that the accompaniment 
to " one man one vote " may not be one woman no vote.

As soon as arrangements can be made the Central 
Committee propose to invite a conference of workers to 
consider steps for raising up a united and strong appeal 
from the women of the country.

Bare as the promise of the Session has been within 
the House of Commons, signs of life outside have not 
been lacking. One such sign is the ready response to 
a fund started by the generous offer of a friend to give 
£100 if £200 more were raised within a month. That 
sum has been very nearly reached within the time stipu- 
lated, and the original donor has waived the exact 
fulfilment of the condition.

Another sign of the progress of public feeling is 
the fact that the Local Option Bill, introduced by Sir 
William Harcourt, who is no friend of women’s 
suffrage, O " would confer the right of voting on the 
subject of the continuance or the closing of public 
houses on female as well as on male ratepayers.

A further sign of life is the satisfactory response to 
the request circulated amongst County Councillors in 
many parts of the country to sign a petition in favour 
of women’s suffrage, particulars of which are given 
below.

PARLIAMENTARY INTELLIGENCE.
*

March Sth.
Parliamentary Franchise (Women) Bill.

Upon the motion for Second Reading of this Bill, 
Sir Henry James said that in view of the fact that this 
was a new Parliament, also looking to the hour (.5.25), 
he moved that the debate be now adjourned.

This was agreed to and the debate stood adjourned.

I
1

I
Text of the Bill.

The Bill as introduced by Mr. Charles McLaren was as follows: 
[56VIcT.] Parliamehtary Franchise (JFomen).

A BILL TO
Extend the Parliamentary Franchise to Women.

B
E it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and 
with the advice and eonsent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 

and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the 
authority, of the same as follows:
1. This Act may be cited as the Representation of the People 

(Extension to Women) Act, 1893.
2. In all Acts relating to the qualification and registration of 

voters or persons entitled or claiming to be registered and to vote in 
the election of members of Parliament, wherever words occur which 
1mport the masculine gender, the same shall include women for all 
purposes connected with and having reference to the right to be 
registered as voters and to vote in such election.

It will be seen that the above Bill is wider in its 
compass than that introduced by Sir Albert Rollit last 
year, in that it would embrace both the lodger and the 
service franchise. While the aim of Sir Albert
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Rollit’s Bill was to enfranchise a more limited but 
distinctly defined number of women—women whom all 
who approve of women’s suffrage, whether from a more 
restricted or a more general point of view, are agreed 
ought to be enfranchised. His Bill thus presented 
fewer points of resistance than any previous Bill.

It may be well to give the text of that Bill also—

[55 Vict.] Parliamentary Franchise ^Extension to Women).

A BILL TO
Extend the Parliamentary Franchise to W omen.

B
E it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 

Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the authority 
of the same, as follows.
1. This Act may be cited as the Parliamentary Franchise 

(Women) Act, 1892.
2. Every woman who—

(1) In Great Britain is registered or entitled to be registered 
as an elector for any town council or county council; or

(2) In Ireland is a ratepayer entitled to vote at an election 
for guardians of the poor;

shall be entitled to be registered as a parliamentary elector, and when 
registered to vote at any parliamentary election for the county, 
borough, or division wherein the qualifying property is situate.

The following letter was sent to the Parliamentary supporters of Women's 
Suffrage, in anticipation of a possibe debate on March Sth:

SI R •
We would venture to remind you that the Bill for the 

Extension of the Parliamentary Franchise to Women, introduced by 
Mr Charles McLaren, and backed by Mr. Courtney, Sir Wilfrid 
Lawson, Vicount Wolmer, Mr. Webb, Mr. Carvell Williams, Sir

Algernon Borthwick, Mr. James Stuart, Sir Albert Rollit and
Mr Jebb, stands for Second Reading on Wednesday, March 8 th, 
when it stands second on the Orders of the day.

We earnestly beg you to make it convenient to be present to 
record your vote in favour of the Bill, in case it should be reached.

Signed on behalf of—
The Central Committee of the National Society for Women's Suffrage. 

MILLICENT GARRETT Fawcett, Hon. Sec.
Helen Blackburn, Secretary.

The Central National Society for Women's Suffrage.
Gertrude Stewart, Secretary.

The Manchester National Society for Women's Suffrage.
Jane Atkinson, Hon. Sec.

1 he Bristol and West of England Society for Women's Suffrage.
Liltas Ashworth
Eva Tribe,

Hallett, ) Tr .? Hon. bees.

The Birmingham Society for Women's Suffrage,
Eliza Ashford, President.

National Society for Women's Suffrage (Notts. Branch).
Ann Cowen, Hon. Sec.

Leeds National Society for Women's Suffrage.
Florence Lea Barber, Secretary.

Luton Women's Franchise Association.
Louisa Bigg, Hon. Sec.

Cambridge Association for Women's Suffrage.
Mary Bateson, Hon. Sec.

Edinburgh National Society for Women's Suffrage.
Priscilla Bright McLaren, President.
Eliza Wigham, ). .> Secretaries.Eliza Scott Kirkland, J

The Dublin Women's Suffrage Society.
Anna M. Haslam, ) rT .7 Hon. Secs.Rose McDowell, J

The North of Ireland Society.
Isabella M. S. Tod, Hon. Sec.
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PETITIONS.
A Petition was presented in the House of Commons by Viscount Wolmer. 

M.P., on March 10th, exclusively signed by Members of County Councils. The 
signatures, which numbered 034, came from many different parts of the country. 
From some counties the proportion was very large, especially from Northum
berland, whence Mrs. Taylor, of Chipchase Castle, forwarded 67 out of a total of 
80 County Councillors. From Somerset and from Monmouth, whence Mrs. 
Luttrell and Mrs. Mitchell respectively forwarded about half the whole number 
for their counties. From Oxford also a large proportion were received from 
Mrs. Adair.

The Petition ran as follows:—
The Humble Petition of the undersigned Members of County Councils.

Sheweth that the undersigned Members of County Councils, having had 
experience of the effects of Women’s Suffrage in County Council Elections, 
consider that their enfranchisement has been of advantage to the community, 
and that the extension of the right to vote in Parliamentary Elections to the 
same women would similarly be attended with beneficial results.

Your Petitioners therefore pray that your Honourable House will 
pass a measure to extend the Parliamentary Franchise to such 
Women.

And your Petitioners will ever pray, &c.
Signatures continue to come in, and it is expected that another Petition 

of a similar character will be presented after Easter.
A Petition has been presented from the Luton Town Council, to whom 

Miss Bigg, Hon. Sec. of the Luton Women’s Franchise Association, had written, 
submitting a memorial on Women’s Franchise. Alderman Blundell moved 
that the Clerk be instructed to prepare the ■ Petition. He said the franchise 
exercised by women in the past had undoubtedly resulted in an intelligent vote, 
and women had regarded their vote in a manner much freer from the necessity 
of pressure than that which has been made sometimes in the case of men. 
When women were taxpayers it seemed to him a direct contradiction of things 
that they should be excluded from a voice in the choice of those who made the 
laws (hear, hear.) It had, he added, been recognised as a principle that taxa
tion should be coincident with representation. Mr. Smith seconded. He 
thought they in Luton had full sense of the meaning of the proposal. They 
had a large number of lady ratepayers who had a municipal vote, and he 
thought it only right that they should have a share in the Parliamentary vote 
as well as pay Parliamentary taxes. Mr. Johnson, Mr. Randall, Mr. Stafford, 
and Alderman Oakley supported, and the motion was carried.

The Parliamentary Reports on Petitions also report Petitions in favour of 
Women’s Suffrage, sent by the Women’s Liberal Associations of Aberystwith, 
Bristol (West), Cardigan, Cheddar, Glasgow (Bridgton), Idle, Islington (East), 
Nantwich, Pembroke Dock, Penge, Salford (North), Sittingbourne, Wolls, 

AV olverhampton, and others.

RECENT MEETINGS.
HAGGERSTON.

Under the auspices of the Haggerston Liberal Unionist Council, a meeting 
was held on February 14th, in the Shoreditch Town Hall, where, to quote the 
Hackney Mercury, one of the largest and most stirring gatherings ever held 
in the district assembled to hear a lecture on " Women’s Suffrage,” by Mrs

Fawcett. The chair was taken by Mr. John Lowles (Unionist candidate for 
Haggerston), who was supported by the Hon. Claude G. Hay (Unionist candi
date for Roxton); the Rev. M. Scott, Mr. Walter Johnson, Mr. Lewis W. 
Potts, Mr. J. A. Clark, Mr. R. Muir, Mr. R. A. Reeve, Mr. H. Belstead, Mr. 
J. H. Bernard, Mr. G. Barrett, and others, a large number of ladies being 
also present, including Mrs. Lowles and Miss Beatrice Lowles. The Chairman 
said to his mind, the question of the extension of the Parliamentary franchise 
to women deserved to rank among the foremost questions of the day, and 
should no longer be left outside the range of immediate practical politics. 
(Hear, hear.) The air, as they knew, was charged with proposals for reform 
of a more or less practical character, many of them questions in which women 
were as deeply and as personally interested as men, some of them distinctly • 
within the sphere of women’s knowledge and work, and yet women, qualified 
in every constitutional particular equally with men, were shut out of the con- ' 
stitutional privileges extended to the very lowest class of the male sex, simply 
because they were women ! (“Shame ! ”) Yes, it was a shame. For nearly 
twenty-five years women ratepayers had exercised the franchise in School 
Board Elections, for a long period they had taken part in municipal contests, 
and since the creation of the'County Councils they had voted for members of 
those bodies. He challenged anyone to point to anything but good arising 
from the participation of women in those contests.

In the course of her address, Mrs. Fawcett commented on the change that 
had taken place in the position and sphere of women. They were now gaining ' 
intellectual independence, economic independence, and political power, and- 
the extension of the suffrage was only an adjustment of their political position 
to changes that had already taken place in their social status. The words 
" Whom God hath joined together, let no man put asunder,” should- apply not 
only to marriage, but to the whole of social and political life ; that men and 
women were intended to work together, and that those societies only were on 
the right road to progress which were gradually taking down the barriers 
which at one time in nearly every country held an entire sex in subjugation 
and repression. (Loud and prolonged cheering ) .

The Hon. Claude G. Hay (Unionist candidate for Hoxton) moved the first ' 
resolution as follows :—•

" That this public meeting of residents of Shoreditch desires to record-' 
its conviction that the extension of the Parliamentary franchise: 
to women is of urgent national importance, and calls for the ' 
immediate attention of the Legislature.”

The resolution was carried by an overwhelming majority, the Chairman ’ 
being authorised to forward copies to the Prime Minister, the President of the ’ 
Local Government Board, Lord Salisbury, and Mr. Balfour.

Luton.
In connection with the Luton Women’s Franchise Association, an eloquent 

address was given by Mr. J. A. Rentoul, M.P., in the Town Hall of Luton, on . 
January 16 th.

Belfast.
A meeting organised by the West Belfast Unionist Association in the 

Agnes Street Orange Hall, on February 27th, passed a resolution in favour of ’ 
women’s suffrage.

The meeting, which was crowded to excess, was presided over by Sir James 
II. Haslett. Towards the close of the proceedings, the Chairman referred to the 
question of conferring upon women the privilege of voting for members of Par
liament. The principle which was embodied in the resolution which would be 
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submitted for their consideration was that those who paid taxes, whether they 
were male or female, should have the right of representation. (Hear, hear.)

Mr., Thus. E. Carlisle then moved—“That, in the opinion of this meeting, 
it is desirable that in any future alteration of the franchise that ladies paying 
or responsible for the payment of rates should be allowed to vote for members 
of the Imperial Parliament.”

‘This was seconded by Mr. H. I. McBride and carried.

NATIONAL SOCIETY FOR WOMEN'S

SUFFRAGE.
Since the new year, Mrs. Fawcett has addressed large Unionist meetings 

in Darlington, Glasgow and Liverpool, at each of which reference to women’s 
suffrage was favourably received. Reports of many debates have been received, 
for which space does not admit further notice.

THE WORK OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE.
SPECIAL FUND OF £300.

Towards the end of February the Committee circulated an 
appeal to raise a Special Fund of £300 in order to enable them 
to organise active work when the " one man one vote ” question 
comes on, to get the claim of women to representation recognised. A SKETCH.

A friend offered £100 if 
within the next fortnight.

the other £200 could be raised

The Committee gratefully- 
received or promised :—

acknowledge the following sums

£
The Dowager Countess Buchan 20 
Miss J. Boucherett. , .20
Mrs. Fawcett. . . .20
Miss Courtenay . . .10
Lady Goldsmid . . .10
Mrs. Ashworth Hallett . . 10
Mrs. Shaen . . . .10
Prof, and Mrs. Sidgwick. . 10 
The Misses Davenport-Hill . 5
Miss Alice Bonham Carter . 5
Mr. R. G. Clutton . . .5
The Misses Gurney . 5
Clara, Lady Rayleigh . . 5
Mrs. Mylne . . .5
Mr. and Mrs. John Marshall . 5

e. d. 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0

Mrs. Cotton-Jodrell 
The Hon. Mrs. Paley 
Mrs. Murray Smith 
Mrs. St. Osyth Eustace Smith 
Mrs. Westlake 
The Misses Tacey .
Mrs. Culme Seymour 
Miss Brodie Hall .
Mrs. Wm. Grey 
Mr. Frederic Hill . 
Miss Julia Wedgwood 
Mrs. Eve
Mrs. Napier Higgins 
Mrs. Guy Pym 
Mrs. C. T. Mitchell

£ s. d.
5 0 0
5 0 0
5 0 0
5 0 0
5 0 0
3 0 0
2 2 0
2 2 0
2 0 0
2 0 0
2 0 0
10 0
1 0 0
1 1 0
0 10 0

11 The general distribution of political -bower necessitates 

the giving a share to women, because any extension of 

the franchise to classes hitherto excluded, lowers and 

weakens the status of the classes which remain out of 

the pale.',—Miss Lydia Becker.

VACHER & Sons, Printers, Westminster.
io, Great College Street, Westminster,

1893
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WORK OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE 
NATIONAL SOCIETY FOR WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE.

i 469

The Central Committee of the National Society 
for Women’s Suffrage has one clear definite aim, viz., 
to have the principle recognised by Statutory Law 
that sex shall no longer be a bar to the power of 
voting for Members of Parliament.

The period of twenty-six years which has elapsed 
since the Parliamentary history of the Women’s 
Suffrage movement began may be said to fall into 
three divisions.

The first from 1867, when Mr. J. S. Mill introduced 
his amendment on the Reform Bill of that year, to 
the year 1872, when the Central Committee was 
formed.

The second from 1872 to the end of the Parliament 
of 1886. '

The third from the General Election of August, 
1886. Each period has a character of its own, 
indicative of advancing stages in the constitutional 
contest.

The first period may be described as one of general 
reconnoitring. During that period the House of
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Commons had rejected 
leave out “man” and 

}
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Mr. J. S. Mill’s motion (to
insert person ") by which

women would have been included in the Reform Act 
of that year, by 196 to 83. After this the Revising 
Barristers in different parts of the Country expressed 
diverse views as to their power to include women on 
the registers and a test case was brought before the 
Court of Common Pleas, and an adverse ruling was 
given. After that decision of the Court, committees 
were formed in the chief towns of the United Kingdom. 
Mr. Jacob Bright in 1870 introduced his Bill to 
remove the Electoral Disabilities of women.

In 1872 the Central Committee was formed in 
London to act as a common centre for all the Societies. 
The organisation with which this sketch is concerned 
dates therefore from 1872 and introduces what may 
be designated as the period of concentrated effort.

Year by year Bills were introduced, backed by 
equal numbers of Liberal and Conservative members ; 
year by year large meetings were held in London 
during the Parliamentary Session attended by 
representatives of the provincial Societies. Through
out the year, year after year, meetings, lectures, 
petitions were organised in all parts of the country, 
the Women's Suffrage Journal, edited by Miss Becker, 
was widely circulated, and much other literature 
disseminated.

As the Reform Bill which was to enfranchise the 
Agricultural Labourers approached, efforts were 
concentrated on Mass Meetings of women.
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The first, planned by. Miss Becker in the " Free 
Trade Hall/’ Manchester, was presently followed by 
others in London, Bristol, Birmingham, Edinburgh, 
etc. These demonstrations not only drew together 
a very large number of the women who had worked 
or spoken on the question, but created great interest 
and enthusiasm amongst the women of the great 
towns where they were held.*

In 1883 a resolution introduced by Mr. Hugh 
Mason was lost by the narrow majority of sixteen.

On the death of Mr Mason, Mr. Woodall took 
charge of the measure in the House of Commons, 
and moved an amendment on the Reform Bill of 
1884, that words importing the masculine gender 
should include women, when Mr. Gladstone declared 
he would renounce all responsibility for the Bill were 
the amendment carried; it was lost by a majority
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On the first occasion when the Bill came forward 
after the General Election which followed the Reform 
Act of 1884—viz., in February, 1886, the second 
reading was passed without a division, a Dissolution 
of Parliament however took place before the further 
stages were reached.

* These were :—
Manchester 
London ... 
Bristol 
Nottingham 
Birmingham 
Bradford ... 
Glasgow ...
Edinburgh

Free Trade Hall. 
St. James’ Hall. 
Colston Hall; 
Albert Hall. 
Town Hall.
St. George’s Hall. 
St. Andrew’s Hall. 
Synod Hall.
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At the General Election which followed in July of 
1886, a majority of the Candidates returned to 
Parliament had expressed themselves in favour of 
the principle of Women’s Suffrage ;* and now begins 
the third period of the agitation, which may be 
described as one of diffused activity.

Session after session of that Parliament every effort 
to obtain a hearing for the Women’s Franchise Bill 
was met by disappointment from the crowded state 
of public business.

Without the definite central point of a Bill to work 
for, many workers turned their attention to side 
issues. The deep party cleavage which followed on 
the question of Home Rule for Ireland, contributed 
to this. The Primrose League, the Women’s 
Liberal Federation, and the Women’s Liberal 
Unionist Association, drawing the women of 
their respective parties into political party activity; 
while other questions of public interest,—such as the 
promotion of the return of women as Poor Law 
Guardians, and the share women should take in the 
work of the newly constituted County Councils—- 
absorbed the energies of many.

Thus a tendency- was set up to follow side 
issues which ultimately brought about some sub
division and re-organization in the Women’s Suffrage 
Societies, many of the more recent workers

* The number of Members who during this Parliament expressed 
approval of Women’s Suffrage was 355—being a majority of 40 in the 
whole House; viz., 176 Conservatives, 108 Liberals, 27 Liberal 
Unionists, 44 Irish Nationalists. 

preferring to work on more general lines, most of the 
older workers abiding by the old policy of 
concentration.

However, in 1892, in the last year of the life of the 
Parliament elected in 1886, a debate at length took 
place, and both sets of forces united in support of the 
Bill which had fallen into the able hands of Sir 
Albert Rollit. The strength of the support brought 
out unwonted activity on the part of the opponents, 
the most remarkable indication being a letter from 
Mr. Gladstone in which he urged Members not to 
vote for the Bill. But the hostile majority was 
nevertheless no larger than 23-

The General Election of last July did not afford as 
clear evidence of the opinions of Candidates as that 
of 1886 had done, many being unwilling to declare 
themselves in favour of a measure of the effect of 
which on their own party,— whichever that might 
be—they could not form a clear opinion. But if 
many declined to commit themselves in favour, a 
very minute fraction went so far as to commit them
selves against the principle of Women’s Suffrage.

The introduction by the Government in the 
Session of 1893, of a measure to facilitate Regis
tration but which at the same time would admit 
a large additional number of voters to the 
Register, holds out an opportunity to again bring 
forward an amendment for the enfranchisement of 
women on a Government Bill. This Bill therefore is 
at present the object of anxious attention on the part
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of the Central Committee, who are doing their 
utmost to support the notice given by Viscount 
Wolmer to provide for the inclusion of women in the 
Committee stage of that Bill.

To sum up briefly it may be pointed out that the 
work of this Committee is in a very different position 
in 1893 from what it was in 1872. Then no other 
political Societies of any kind existed in which 
women took part; now each political party lays eager 
claim to the help of women in its organisation.

Then no Society advocated Women’s Suffrage 
except those expressly formed for that object; now 
Women’s Suffrage is introduced on the programme: 
of many Societies, following both social and political 
aims.

Thus the tide of interest in the question has flowed 
beyond the limits of any special organisation and 
permeated the energies of others. Nevertheless the 
existence of a strong central body which maintains a 
strictly uniform, definite and non-party policy is not 
less, but rather in some respects more important now 
than when the Central Committee originated in 1872, 
and the Committee earnestly urge on all, whether 
working for side issues or not, to give their support 
to the present effort to combine women in a general 
appeal for women’s enfranchisement.
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The record your Committee have this year to present, deals 
more with signs of growth without than within the House of 
Commons. The Parliamentary leaders of the movement 
have been on the watch to seize any occasion that might 
occur, for raising the question of Women’s Suffrage, but, up 
to the present time, no opportunity has arisen for bringing 
the matter forward, in the present Parliament. .

The attention given to other political questions of absorbing 
interest during the General Election, last July, deterred many 
supporters of Women’s Suffrage from pressing the subject 
prominently forward. The result of the Election has, how
ever, been to return very few members avowedly opposed to 
Women’s Suffrage and very many who acquiesce in the general 
principle that women should not be debarred from direct 
representation.

Immediately after the Election, your Committee took steps 
to secure the services of a Member of Parliament, who should 
be a centre to the movement in the House of Commons.

They are glad to be able to state that such a leader has 
been found in Viscount Wolmer, who has been unremittingly 
watchful for the interests of the question during the session.

On the first day of the session, Mr. W. McLaren, M.P., 
summoned a meeting, in one of the committee rooms of the 
House of Commons, of Parliamentary friends of Women’s 
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Suffrage, a considerable number of whom proceeded at once 
to ballot for a day for a Bill. The best number was drawn 
by Mr. Charles McLaren, M.P. ; but this was not suffi
ciently good to secure a day when the Bill would be certain 
to come on. The best available place for the Bill was as 
second order on Wednesday, March 8th. The first order on 
that day was the Rating of Machinery Bill, which absorbed 
the whole of the afternoon.

The Registration of Electors Bill, introduced on behalf of 
the Government by the Rt. Hon. H. H. Fowler, was not at 
first expected to yield opportunity for any enfranchising 
amendment. But when it appeared that the effects of the 
Bill were not limited to the simplification of registration, but 
that its provisions would place a large number of new voters 
on the Parliamentary Register, the Speaker ruled that en
franchising amendments would be in order. Accordingly 
Viscount Wolmer gave notice to move, after second reading 
of Registration of Electors Amendment Bill—

" That it be an instruction to the Committee that they 
have power to provide for the registration of duly qualified 
women, to vote at Parliamentary elections.”

Viscount Wolmer also gave notice of a similar instruction 
on the Scotch Registration Bill, introduced by Sir George

Although the English Registration Bill passed second 
reading on April 26th, it has not yet been brought into Com
mittee, and at the present late period of the session, the 
prospects of its reaching that stage are very uncertain.

A Petition in favour of Women’s Suffrage, signed by 643 
members of County Councils, was presented by Lord Wolmer 
in March, and subsequently a second petition with 263 signa
tures was forwarded to him.

Your Committee desire to cordially thank the Mayor of 
Northampton, for his kindness in granting the use of the 
Town Hall for a meeting in support of Women’s Suffrage on 
December 12th, and for presiding on the occasion. They 

would also thank Mrs. Butterfield, and the ladies who joined 
with her in making the meeting the success it proved. The 
meeting was addressed by Mr. Manfield, M.P., Mr. J. Barry, 
Mrs. Pender, Mrs. Fawcett, and Mrs. Ashford.

The Luton Women’s Franchise Committee have worked 
with much energy during the past year. A public meeting 
was held in the Town Hall on November 24th, Mr. Michael 
Cook in the chair. Mrs. Ashford and Miss Mordan attended 
on behalf of your Committee. This meeting had been pre
ceded by a Conference of local supporters, held at the house 
of the Hon. Sec., Miss Bigg, and was followed, on January 
16th, by a lecture on Women and Politics, by Mr. J. A 
Rentoul, M.P.

Your Committee desire to thank Mr. and Mrs. John 
Marshall for a meeting arranged by them at Keswick in 
October, which was addressed by your Hon. Sec., Mrs. 
Fawcett. Mrs. Fawcett also addressed a large gather
ing at 69, Park Street, Bristol, by invitation of the Bristo 
and West of England Society, during the meeting of the 
Central Council of Women Workers in that city in November. 
She also spoke at the Annual Meeting of the Man
chester Society in November. On February 14th, a meeting 
in support of Women’s Suffrage, arranged by the Haggerston 
Liberal Unionist Association, was addressed by Mrs. Fawcett, 
Mr. Lowles presiding, and a resolution affirming the import
ance of extending the franchise to women, was unanimously 
adopted.

Miss Mordan has addressed Debating Societies at White
chapel and Kilburn ; Miss Davies at Bramham Gardens ; Miss 
Staepoole has addressed a meeting of the Westminster De
bating Society. The thanks of your Committee are due to 
Mrs. Crisp for a drawing-room meeting, kindly arranged by 
her, at her house in Coningham Road, Shepherd’s Bush. 
The demand for literature during the past year, for purposes 
of debate, has been quite beyond precedent, and shows that 
thought on the subject continues to extend.

ad
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Your Committee forwarded a paper, by request, to the 
American Branch of the International Council of Women, at 
the World’s Fair, Chicago, on the work of the Central Com
mittee ; they have since published this, with slight modi
fications, as a pamphlet. They also sent a diagram repre
senting the progress of women in the last 50 years, to the 
Handicrafts’ Section of the Women’s Work Committee, (in 
connection with the Royal Commission for Chicago). This 
was executed in colours in a decorative style by Miss A. M. 
Reid.

Your Committee deeply regret to record the death of the 
Dowager Countess of Buchan, which occurred suddenly at 
the end of April. Notwithstanding her advanced age, Lady 
Buchan had continued to the last, her warm interest in all 
that pertains to the advancement of women, and the progress 
of the Suffrage movement, with which she had been asso
ciated from the first.

In view of the pending legislation dealing with the Elec
toral Law, your Committee in February last raised a fund 
of £300 to enable them to organise active work. When it 
became apparent that no legislation was likely to be under
taken in the present session, they convened a Conference of 
members of the general and associated Committees of this 
Society, with a view to organising a general appeal to Mem
bers of the House of Commons from women of all parties and 
all classes. The Conference met on June 1st, at the Com- 
mittee Room, the Westminster Town Hall, Miss Florence 
Davenport Hill presiding. The attendance included :—Mrs. 
H. Adair (Oxford), Mrs. Roberts - Austen, Miss Jessie 
Boucherett, Miss Babb, Mrs. Stewart Browne (Liverpool), 
Miss Bigg (Luton), Miss Blackburn, Mrs. N. G. Clayton 
(Hexham), Miss Emily Davies, Miss Catherine Drew, Hon. 
Lady Grey Egerton, Miss Eccles, Mrs. Lauder Eaton 
(Falmouth), Mrs. Penrose Fitzgerald, Mrs. Fawcett, Miss 
I. O. Ford (Leeds), Mrs. C. H. Hodgson, Lady Knightley of 
Fawsley, Miss Lee (Manchester), Miss Mordan, Miss Ogle 

Moore, Clara Lady Rayleigh, Miss A. M. Reid, Mrs. T. 
W. Russell (Dublin), Mrs. Singleton (Derbyshire), Mrs. 
Severne (Salop), Mrs. J. K. Spender (Bath), Mrs. and Miss 
Sterling, Miss Stone, Mrs. Thomas Taylor (Chipchase Castle), 
Miss Tod (Belfast), Miss Vernon, &c., &c.

The following resolution was unanimously carried :—
“ That this Conference appoves the plan of a general appeal from 

women in favour of Women’s Suffrage and the members here pre 
sent undertake to promote the dissemination of the Appeal through 
out the kingdom.”

In order to secure as wide a circle of co-operation as possi
ble in working this Appeal, your Committee invited ladies 
connected with the chief organisations amongst women 
to join a Special Appeal Committee and thus act as links 
with the associations to which they respectively belong. 
This Special Appeal Committee has accordingly been 
formed as follows, Mrs. Fawcett, President, Mrs. Frank 
Morrison, Treasurer :—

The Lady Frances Balfour
Miss Balfour
Miss Blackburn
Mrs. Leonard Courtney
Mrs. Fawcett

Miss Mordan
Mrs. Wynford Philipps
Mrs. Broadley Reid
The Lady Henry Somerset
Mrs. Taylor of (Chipchase

The Lady Knightley Castle).
Mrs. Eva McLaren Miss Vernon
Mrs. Massingberd
Offices for the work of the Appeal have been secured at 

47, Victoria Street, Westminster, and Miss Julia Cameron 
appointed Secretary.

Your Committee earnestly invite all their members and 
friends to give such help as they may be able, whether by 
money or work, to make this a strong and united effort from 
women throughout the kingdom, in furtherance of their just 
and constitutional claim.
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NATIONAL SOCIETY FOR WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE.

General Annual Meeting of the Central Committee, Westminster-

Town Hall, July 11th, 1893.

Viscount Wolmer, M.P., in the Chair.
Resolution I.

« That this Meeting adopt the Report and Financial State
ment and direct that they be printed and circulated.”

- Moved by Viscount Wolmer, M.P.
Seconded by Mrs. Fawcett.

Resolution II. 1
“That the Executive Committee for the ensuing year con 

sist of the following persons, with power to add to their 
number, and of delegates of Associated Societies

« Professor Adamson, Miss Gertrude Andrews, Mrs. Ashford, 
The Lady Frances Balfour, Miss Helen Blackburn, 
Miss Jessie Boucherett, Miss Frances Power Cobbe, 
Colonel Cotton-Jodrell, M.P., Miss Courtney, The 
Right Hon. Leonard Courtney, M.P., Miss Emily 
Davies, Miss F. Davenport-Hill, Captain Edwards- 
Heathcote, Mrs. Henry Fawcett, Louisa Lady Gold- 
smid, Mrs. Hallett, Mrs. Haslam, Mrs. J. E. Mylne, 
Miss Mordan, Clara Lady Rayleigh, T. W. Russell, 
Esq., M.P., Mrs. Stephen Spring-Rice, Mrs. Sterling, 
Miss M. C. Sturge, Miss Tod, and Miss Vernon.”

Moved by Sir Wilfrid Lawson, Bart., M.P.
Seconded by Rev. C. J. Ridgway.

Resolution III.
“That this Meeting, while deeply regretting that the 

exigencies of public business have so far this session 
prevented any action in Parliament, urge on all friends 
of Women’s Suffrage to strengthen the hands of their 
Parliamentary leaders by united effort to make the 
Appeal in favour of Women’s Suffrage a truly national 
expression of opinion from women throughout the 
United Kingdom.”

Moved by Knightley. 
Seconded by Miss Mordan.

Resolution IV.
“ That the best thanks of this Meeting be given to Viscount 

Wolmer for presiding on the present occasion.”
Moved by Miss Emily Davies./
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Adams, Mrs. 
E. G. A.
Addison, Mrs.
Allen, Miss Gray 
Anderson, Miss 
Anthony, Miss 
Ashford, Mrs.
Atkin, Edward, Esq., 
Atkinson, Mrs. Beavington 
Austen, Mrs. Roberts 
Aylmer, Miss

Babb, Miss
Babb, J. Staines, Esq.
Bailey, Miss
Balfour, The Lady Frances
Barnard, Stanley, Esq. (two years)
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Baxter, Miss
Beale, Miss E. A.
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Wright, Mrs. Henry

Luttrell, Mrs. A.
Lyttelton, .the Hon. and Rev. Edward 
Lyttelton, the Hon. Mrs. Edward

Mackintosh, Mrs.
Mac-Swinney, Mrs. R. - 
Maguire, Mrs.
Makovski, Stanislaus, Esq.
Makovski, Mrs.
Manning, Miss E. A. .
Marshall, Mr. and Mrs. John 
Marshall, Miss A.
Marshall, Miss C.
Martineau, Miss L. E.
Massey, Miss
Matheson, Lady
Meinertzhagen, Miss
Mitchell, Mrs. (Llanfrechfa) 
Mitchell, Mrs. (Kensington) 
Moore, Miss Ogle 
Mordan, Miss ' - 
Mordan, Augustus, Esq. 
Mosley, Miss 
Mylne, Mrs. J. E. 
Muller, Mrs.

Newman, Professor
Notcutt, Miss - ■

O’Connor, Miss

Paine, Mrs., Lewis 
Paley, Hon. Mrs. 
Paull, Miss Lillie 
Peters, Mrs. Ada B. S. - 
Pierpont, Miss 
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Pym, Mrs. Guy
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Russell, Mrs. T. W. 
Ruth, Miss

Sanderson, J., Esq.
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Singleton, Mrs.
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Smith, Mrs. Murray
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Tacey, Miss Alice
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Temple, Sir Richard, Bt., M.P, 
Thomas, Mrs. Charles 
Thompson, Mrs. Percy 
Thorne, Mrs.
Topham, Mrs. Alfred
Vansittart, Mrs.
Vickery, Dr. Alice 
Vernon, Miss
Wainwright, Miss 
Walker, Miss Abney 
Walker, Miss J. H. 
Walker, Mrs. Ingram 
Wall, Miss Mack 
Ward, Miss F. B. 
Wedgwood, Miss Julia 
Welsh, Miss 
Westlake, Mrs.
Wilkinson, Miss L. M. 
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Abbott, Rev. Edwin A., D.D. 
Adair, Mrs. H. (Oxford) 
Adamson, Professor 
Agg-Gardner, J. T., Esq., M.P. 
Allen, Miss Gray (Londonderry) 
Andrews, Miss Gertrude 
Anderson, Mrs. Garrett, M.D. 
Anstruther, Louisa Lady 
Ashford, Mrs. (Birmingham) 
Atkinson, Miss (Manchester) 
Austen, Mrs. Roberts- 
Babb, Miss C. E.
Bain, Sir James 
Baker, Miss M. 
Balfour, Eustace, Esq. 
Balfour, The Lady Frances 
Barnett, Mrs. S. A.
Beddoe, John, Esq., M.D., F.R.S. 
Beddoe, Mrs.
Bell, Miss Elizabeth 
Bell, Miss A. E. 
Bevan, Mrs. Wm. 
Bigg, Miss Louisa (Luton) 
Biggs, Miss Ashurst 
Blacker, Mrs. Louis 
Blackburn, Miss Helen 
Bostock, Miss 
Boucherett, Miss (Willingham) 
Boucherett, Miss Jessie 
Bousfield, W. R. Esq., M.P. 
Bousfield, Mrs. (Bedford) 
Bowring, Lady 
Bridges, Miss (Bath) 
Brodie-Hall, Miss L. W. 
Brook, Mrs. (Harewood Lodge, 

Meltham) 
Burrough, Mrs. 
Butterfield, Mrs. (Northampton) 
Byers, Mrs. (Belfast) 
Cayzer, C. W. Esq., M.P. 
Chamberlain, V. L, Esq. 
Chamberlain, Mrs. V. I. 
Champneys, Basil, Esq. 
Clarke, Mrs. Benjamin 
Clayton, N. G., Esq. (Hexham) 
Clayton, Mrs. N. G. (Hexham)

COMMITTEE.

|
Cobbe, Miss F. Power
Cohen, B. L., Esq., M.P. 
Colborne, The Hon. Mrs. 
Collings, Jesse, Esq., M.P. 
Colville, Col.
Cooper, Miss Laura 
Cotton-Jodrell, Col., M.P. 
Cotton-Jodrell, Mrs.
Courtauld, Geo., Esq.
Courtenay, Miss
Courtney, Rt. Hon. Leonard, M.P.
Crook, Mrs. (Bolton) 
Cross, Mrs. Joseph
Darwin, Mrs. Francis
Davenport-Hill, Miss 
Davenport-Hill, Miss F. 
Davies, Rev. Llewelyn 
Davies, Miss Emily 
Dimsdale, Baron, 
Donkin, Miss
Drew, Miss Catherine 
Dunbar, Dr. Eliza W.
Dunn,T. W., Esq., M.A. (Bath Coll.
Dunsany, Lord 
Eastwick-Field, Mrs.
Eaton, Mrs. Lauder (Falmouth) 
Eccles, Miss
Edwards-Heathcote, Capt.
Egerton, The Hon. Lady Grey 
Eiloart, Mrs.
Ellaby, Miss, M.D.
Ellis, Miss
Ewart, Lady (Belfast) 
Fawcett, Mrs. Henry 
FitzGerald, R.U. Penrose, Esq., M.P. 
FitzGerald, Mrs. Penrose 
FitzGerald, Miss Geraldine Penrose 
FitzGerald, Miss (Valencia Island) 
FitzGerald, Mrs. Robert (Tralee) 
Fitzwygram, Lt.-Gen, Sir F., M.P. 
Fletcher, J. S., Esq.
Ford, Mrs.' Rawlinson (Leeds) 
Ford, Miss Isabella O.
Forsyth, W., Esq., Q.C.
Forsyth, Miss Ethel 
Fry, Lewis, Esq.

Maclure, J. W., Esq., M.P. 
Maclure, Mrs. J. W.
McLagan, Peter, Esq.
McLaren, Walter, Esq., M.P. 
McLaren, Mrs. Eva 
Madden, Rt. Hon. D. H.
Manfield, M.P., Esq., M.P. 
Manning, Miss E. Adelaide 
Marshall, Mrs'. Mary, M.D. 
Marshall, Mrs. Emma 
Marshall, Mrs. John (Derwent Is.) 
Marshall, Mrs. Stephen 
Meath, The Countess of 
Mele Barese, Princess 
Mitchell, Mrs. (Llanfrechfa) 
Mordan, Miss
Muller, E. B. Ivan, Esq. 
Mylne, Mrs. J. E.
Newman, Prof. F. W.
Oliver, R., Esq. 
Oliver, Mrs. 
Paley, The Hon. Mrs. 
Parry, The Lady Maude 
Percival, Rev. J., D.D. Rugby 
Passmore Edwards, J., Esq. 
Pereira, The Hon. Mrs.
Ponsonby, The Hon. Mrs. Chambre 
Portsmouth, Evelyn Countess of 
Prideaux, Miss S.
Puleston, Sir J. H.
Pym, Guy, Esq. 
Pym, Mrs. Guy 
Rayleigh, Clara, Lady 
Reeves, Miss 
Reeves, Miss (Tramore) 
Reid, Miss A. M. (Hammersmith) 
Ridley, Miss
Ridgway, Rev. C. J.
Roberts, Sir Owen, F.S.A.
Roberts, Lady
Roberts, Miss Dorothea 
Robertson, Miss 
Rollit, Sir A. K., M.P. 
Round, James, Esq , M.P. 
Russell, T. W., Esq., M.P. 
Russell, Mrs. T. W. 
Sanderson, J. S., Esq.
Sawyer, Lady 
Scholefield, Mrs. 
Severne, Mrs.

1. Shaen, Mrs.
Sidgwick, Prof. Henry, D.Litt. 
Sidgwick, Mrs. Henry

Garrett, Miss Agnes A
Gilliland, Miss ■ N
Green, Rev. Charles (Beckenham) N 
Grimshawe, Mrs. M
Gurney, Miss Mary
Goldsmid, Louisa, Lady I
Hallett, Mrs. Ashworth (Bath) 
Hallett, T. G. P., Esq. Bath) 1
Hamilton, Mrs. (Bray) 1
Hamilton, Miss Mary 
Hanbury-Tracey, Hon. F. S.
Hankey, Mrs. H. A. 1
Harberton, Viscount -
Harberton, Viscountess 
Harcourt, A. Vernon, Esq.
Hart, Miss Mary H. 
Haslam, Mrs. (Dublin) 
Heath, Mrs. W. Bayly 
Herringham, Mrs. Wilmot 
Higgins, Mrs. Napier 
Hill, Frederic, Esq.
Hill, Mrs. Frank 
Hodgson, Mrs. C. H. 
Hughes, Edwin, Esq., M.P. 
Hunter, R., Esq.
Hunter, Mrs. R. 
James, Captain 
Jex Blake, Dr. Sophia 
Johnson, Miss Lucy (Chislehurst) 
Johnson, Mrs. Arthur H. (Oxford) 
Johnston, Wm., Esq., M.P.
Jones, Rev. Harry-
Jones, Miss H. M. (Notting Hill 

High School)
Kensington, Miss 
Kenyon, Hon. Geo., M.P. 
Kerr, Miss Malcolm 
Kinnear, J. Boyd, Esq. 
Kinnear Mrs. J. Boyd 
Knightley, The Lady (of Fawsley) 
Lafone, Alfred, Esq.
Lambert, Rev. Brooke 
Laurie, Col.
Lecky, Mrs. W. E. H.
Lee, Miss (Bath) 
Lee, Miss (Sale) 
Lethbridge, Sir Roper 
Lethbridge, Lady 
Lister, Miss Emma 
Lynd, The Rev. R.I., D.D. 
Lyttelton, The Hon. and Rev. Ed. 
Lyttelton, The Hon. Mrs. Ed. 
Macdona, J. Cuming, Esq., M.P.
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Singleton, Mrs. (Derby) 
Spender, Mrs. J. K. (Bath) 
Spring Rice, Mrs. Stephen 
Still, Major-Gen.
Sturge, Miss M. Carta 
Sterling, Mrs.

Thorne, Mrs. (Lewes) 
Tod, Miss Isabella
Toynbee, Miss
Tribe, Miss Eva (Bristol) 
Turner, Mrs. Hugh Thackeray-

.. Twining, Miss Louisa
Stevenson, Miss Flora (Edinburgh) Vernon, Miss
Stevenson, Miss Louisa (Edinburgh) Vincent, Maria, Lady 
Stone, Miss
Swanwick, Miss Anna 
Tabor, Miss M. C.
Taylor, Mrs. (Chipchase Castle)
Taylor, Mrs. Thos.
Taylour, Miss Jane E.
Thew, Mrs. A. (Birkdale) 
Temple, Sir Richard, Bt., M.P. 
Thomas, Mrs. Charles (Bristol)

Ward, Mrs. E. M.
Wedgwood, Miss Julia
Welsh, Miss (Girton College)
White, Miss (Alexandra College) 
Wilkinson, Miss
Wilkinson, Miss L. M.
Wilks, Mark, Esq.
Wright, H Smith, Esq., M.P

NATIONAL SOCIETY FOR WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE.
Central Committee.

The object of the Society is to obtain the Parliamentary Franchise 
for Women on the same conditions as it is, or may be granted to 
men.

The Society seeks to achieve this object:—
1. By acting as a centre for the collection and diffusion of 

information with regard to the progress of the move
ment in all parts of the country.

2. By holding Public Meetings in support of the repeal of 
the Electoral Disabilities of women.

3. By the publication of Pamphlets, Leaflets, and other 
Literature bearing upon the question.

RULES.

Passed at the General Meeting of the Central Committee 

and Subscribers to its Funds, held July 17TH, 1872.

1. The Central Committee shall consist of the present members 
and such others as the Executive Committee may, from time to 
time, elect.

2. The Executive Committee shall consist of members of the 
Central Committee, to be-elected at the Annual General Meeting, 
and of single delegates, the same being members of Local Com
mittees, appointed by Local Associations to represent them; the 
Executive Committee having power to add to the Central Com
mittee, and to its own number,and to appoint the Officers.

3. A subscription of any amount constitutes membership of the 
National Society.

4. A General Meeting of the Central Committee shall be held 
once a year to appoint the Executive Committee, to receive the 
Annual Report and the Financial Statement, and to transact any 
other business which may arise.

5. The Executive Committee shall, at its first meeting, appoint 
the Officers.

6. A Special General Meeting may be called by the Executive 
Committee at any time ; or, at the written request of not less than 
twenty-five members of the Central Committee the Secretary or 
Secretaries shall call a .Special General Meeting to discuss such 
matters only as are mentioned in the notice of such meeting.

7. Eight days’ p ublic notice shall be given of all General 
Meetings.

8. , The above rules shall not be altered except at a General 
Meeting, after fourteen days’ notice of the proposed alteration given 
to the Executive Committee.



SOME PUBLICATIONS

issued by the Central, Committee.

Occasional Paper containing the Debate in the House of 

Commons, April 27th, 1892. Price 3d.

Speech of the Right Hon. A. J. Balfour, M.P., in the 

House of Commons. Price 1d.

Speech of Sir Albert Kaye Rollit, M.P., in the House of 

Commons. Price 1d.

A Reply to the Letter of Mr. Smith, M.P., on Women’s 

Suffrage, by Mrs. Fawcett. Price 1d.

The Work of the CENTRAL Committee. ASketch. Price 1d.

Women’s Suffrage. Reasons for supporting the Extension

of the Franchise. Price 1s. per 100.






