
THE

CATHOLIC CITIZEN

VOLUME IX, 1923.

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE SOCIETY, 
55, BERNERS STREET, LONDON, W.I.



INDEX.
VOL. IX., 1923.

PAGE.

Alberti, Leonora de 
The Outlook for Our Bills ... ... ... 4 
Equal Franchise   ... ... ... 12 
Loss and Gain ... ... ... ... ... 22 
Work for 1923 ... ... ... ... ... 32 
The Guardianship of Infants Bill ... ... 40 
The Rome Congress     45 
Blessed Anna Maria Taigi   56
The Trevethin Report on Venereal Disease ... 64 
The Woman Doctor and Her Future ... ... 72
Our reply to the International Catholic 

Women’s League ... ... ... ... 80 
Women in the Factory   88 
The Lack of Servants   ... ... 96

American Women Celebrate Anniversary of First 
Equal Rights Conference ... ... ... 66

Anderson, Anne A.
Occupation Centres for Mentally Deficient 

Children ... ... ... ■■ ... 86
Annual Report, C.W.S.S ... .......................... 23
Annual Meeting ...............  35

Blessed Anna Maria Taigi. L. DE Alberti ... 56
Branch Notes. 

Edinburgh Branch... ...   7, 15, 21
Liverpool and District Branch ... ... 51, 67

A.C. Social Duties ... ............... ............... 58
Call to the Ninth Congress of the International 

Woman Suffrage Alliance ... ... ... 9
Catholic Women and Peace. NANCY Stewart 

Parnell, B.A 69
Catholic Women’s SUFFRAGE SOCIETY. 

Annual Report ... ... ... ... ... 23 
Annual Meeting ... ... ... ... ... 35 
Meeting at Miss Gorry’s ...   41
Dinner to Mrs. Rischbieth ... ............... 84
Women and Trade Unions... .............. ... 7

COHEN, Marjorie E.
The World’s Industrial Parliament ............... 90

Corbett Ashby, Margery I.
A Message from the new President of the 

International W. S. Alliance ... 58 

page.
CORRESPONDENCE. 

Family Endowment ... ... ... ... 19, 35 
Women and the Vote ... . . ... ... 74

CRAWFORD, Mbs. V. M.
A French Plea for the Vote .. ... ... 61 
The Semaine Sociale at Grenoble... ... ... 74 

[See also International Notes}.

Death of the Editor of the Catholic Times ... 9-
Deputation to the Home Secretary ... ... ... 67 

Equal Franchise. L. DE Alberti ... ... 12 
A Farewell. V. C. TURNBULL 29

FEDDEN, Marguerite. 
A Sane System ... ... ... ... ... 14 
Travelling Light ... ... ... ... ... 89 

The Feminist Goal in Politics. Vera S. LAUGH- 

TON, M.B.E.  

Fitzgerald, B.A., Kathleen. 
French Women and the Vote ... ... ... 49

A French Plea for the Vote. V. M. Crawford 61 
French Women and the Vote. Kathleen 

Fitzgerald, B.A 49 

Garden Fete at Hampstead ...  41, 47
Gill, Alice. 

In Memory of Alice Meynell ... ... ... 87
The Guardianship of Infants’ Bill. L. de 

Alberti ...     ... 40 

Help to Women Candidates... .. ... ... 94
Hughes, Helen C. 

The League and the Traffic in Women and 
Children... ■•■ ■■ ■■■ ■•• 17

The International Labour Conferences ... 75 
International Notes. V. M. CRAWFORD 6, 10, 21, 

34, 42, 48, 54, 62, 73, 82, 89, 95
St. Joan’s Social and Political Alliance and the 

Election ■ ■ ■ ■ • • ... ■ • ■ ■ • • 98

The Lack of Servants. L. DE Alberti ... ... 96
Laughton, Vera S. 

Service Women in Peace Time  30
The Feminist Goal in Politics.......................... 77

The League and the Traffic in Women and 
Children. Helen C. Hughes ........... 17



PAGE.

Loss and Gain. L. de Alberti ... ... 22

Mair, LUCY P. 
The Work of the Fourth Assembly ... ... 94

In Memory of Alice Meynell. ALICE G-LL ... 87
A Message from the new President of the Inter

national Woman Suffrage Alliance ... 58 

No More War ... ... ... ... ... 57 
Notes and Comments ... 3, 11, 19, 31, 39, 47, 58. 

63, 7b 79, 87, 95
Occupation Centres for Mentally Deficient Chil

dren. Anne A. Anderson ............... 86
Our Reply to the International Catholic 

Women’s League. L. de Alberti ... ... 80 
Ourselves and Our Work. Isabel Willis... ... 53 
The Outlook for Our Bills. L. DE Alberti ... 4 

Paris Conference ... ... ... ... ... 41
Parnell, Nancy Stewart. 

Catholic Women and Peace .. ... ... 69
The Political Vote and English Memories ... 50
The Position of Women under Ancient Native 

Rule in Ireland. Mary Wall   37
I he Problem of Prohibition. Magdalen 

Maewe Weale, M.A................................ 1
Reviews. 

Catholic Truth .. ... ... ... ... 13 
The Catholic Medical Guardian ... ... 13
The Church in England ..............   13 
Who's Who in the new Parliament................... ...... 13 
Lloyd’s A.B.C. of Careers for Girls...... ......... ...... 13 
Donna Luisa de Carvajal............. ........... ........... ...... 13 
Can these things be?...................... ........... ........... ...... 20 
The Maid of France ........... ....................... ... 43 
Economics for Christians........................................ 57
A City full of Boys and Girls........................... 50 
How to listen to Music ........... ........................... 50 
The New Poland ........... .......... .............. ........... ...... 50
Professional and Busines Women’s Hospital 

League ... ... ... ... ... 57 
The Plays of Roswitha ... ... ... ... 82
The Dr. Odette ... ... ... ............... 83 

page.
The Rome Congress. L. de Alberti ............... 45
The Rome Congress ... ... ... 3, 42, 46

A Sane System. Marguerite FEDDEN ..................... 14
Semaine Sociale at Grenoble .............. ... 74 
Semaines Sociales ........... ........... ........... ........... ... 67
Service Women in Peace Time. Vera S.

Laughton, M.B.E......................................................
Social Duties. A.C. ... ... ... ... 58

Traffic in Women and Children ... ... ... 70
Treasurer’s Note ... 7, 15, 20, 35, 51, 59. 67, 75, 

83. 9i
The Trevethin Report on Venereal Disease ... 64 
Turnbull, V. C. 

A Farewell ...   ... ... 20
Travelling Light. M.F......................................................

Uganda ... ... .......................... ............... 3

Wall, Mary.
The Position of Women under Ancient 

Native Rule in Ireland
Wayfarers’ Travel Agency
Weale, Magdalen Maewe.

The Problem of Prohibition 
Willis, Isabel.

Ourselves and Our Work
Woman Delegate for the League 
I he Woman Doctor and Her Future 
The Women’s Freedom League 
Women in the Factory
Women in the League.of Nations 
The Work of the Fourth Assembly of the 

League. LUCY p. Mair ...............
Work for 1923 ...

The World’s Industrial Parliament. Marjorie 
E. Cohen ........................................

53
65
72
78
88

THE

CATHOLIC CITIZEN
Organ of the Catholic Women's Suffrage Society, 55, Berners Street, London, W.1.

Vol. IX., No. 1. January \5th, 1923. Price Twopence.

Daughter of the ancient Eve,
We know the gifts ye gave and give;
Who knows the gifts which you shall give, 
Daughter of the newer Eve?

—Francis Thompson.

THE PROBLEM OF PROHIBITION.
By Magdalen Maeve Weale. M.A

As it is likely that some measure of Temper
ance Reform will be brought forward in the 
present Parliament, it is the duty of all of us 
carefully to consider the important question 
involved, and to examine thoughtfully the 
arguments brought for and against the reform 
known as Prohibition . The arguments against 
Prohibition, omitting such as the far- 
fetched argument of the symbolism of wine 
and which could have no significance in a 
whiskey or beer-drinking country, fall into 
two main classes.

There is the ethical aspect. Prohibition, 1. we are told, is immoral because it is an in- 
" fringement of the liberty of the individual. 

This argument presupposes’that the alterna
tive is one between liberty and restriction, 
whereas in reality it is a choice between two 
forms of restriction—the restriction of the 
drink of individuals and the restriction on the 
supply of food, clothing, shelter, light, air, 
health and even .life itself, to many human 
beings whom the self-indulgence of the drunk
ard robs of those all-important commodities. 
To this it may be answered that no one up- 
holds the right of a drunkard to get drunk if 
he choose, but that Prohibition would restrict 
the right of a man to the temperate use of 
alcohol. By all means, they say, prohibit 
drink to the drunkard, but why interfere with 
those that do not abuse it ? For the same 
reason why, in order to prevent the would-be 
murderer from obtaining arsenic, we must 
restrict the general sale--that neither the 
murderer nor the drunkard has any outward or 
visible sign by which we may know him. A 
good deal of nonsense is written in these days 
about Individual Liberty, and very often 
by people whose record in this respect is 
none too clean. The advertisements of the 

Drink Trade that shriek at us from the public 
hoardings that Liberty is in danger prompt 
the question whether the liberty in question 
is not that of unrestricted profit-making. 
The attitude of the Trade towards a measure 
of Local Option will be a good test of its 
motives, for such a bill will not be a Prohibi
tion measure, but will only ask that the people, 
including the drinkers, be allowed to decide 
for themselves what they will do in this 
matter.

An important part of the teaching of any 
Church is the claim to the right to impose and 
enforce a moral code as a. curb on the appetites 
and passions of its members. No one can 
claim that lie may eat and drink what lie 
likes, and there are penalties, spiritual and 
legal, for attempted suicide; no one may put 
or leave a dangerous thing like cocaine in the 
way of another, and wash his hands of the 
result, for “Lead us not into temptation” is 
a precept as well as a prayer, and is recognised 
as such by both the spiritual and the temporal 
powers. In a national emergency, the State 
will conscript life, and the cry that Liberty is 
in danger will meet with little response. This 
argument of course, does not prove that any 
form of conscription is right, but it does at 
least expose the insincerity or, at any rate, 
the muddled thinking of those who will 
accept the principle in the graver issue and 
deny it in the lesser. The principle as a 
principle is sound; its application is a different 
matter, and must depend on circumstances 
and the needs of the hour, and it is conceivable 
that conscription of life might be justified 
in a community where the prohibition of drink 
would be wrong because an unnecessary inter
ference with human liberty.

The Drink question is therefore not so much
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a question of principle as a matter for statis- 
tics, and its solution will lie in the careful 
scrutiny of the ravages caused by drink, and 
in the application of just so much restriction 
as is necessary to cope with it; in a word, in 
the nice adjustments of the rival claims of the 
pleasure of the individual and the general 
good.

No one whose social knowledge entitles him 
to an opinion on this matter will deny that 
the sin of drunkenness is a serious national 
danger; where there is likely to be difference 
of opinion is in the means to be taken to 
remedy it. Idealists, who are not also 
realists, will insist that this reform must be an 
individual one, that it must come from a change 
of heart and take the form of the voluntary 
submission of the lower appetites to the rule 
of religion and wisdom. Without wishing in 
any way to belittle this noble doctrine, hither- 
to the policy of Temperance Workers- for the 
spiritual value of even a small community 
working out in their lives a constructive 
policy of goodness is immense -we may truly 
say that it is not enough, for it fails to touch 
those most in need of reform. Just as a few 
hundred honest people cannot put down the 
wickedness of Sweated Labour by refusing to 
buy under-paid wares, for where one will re- 
fuse, ninety-nine will buy; just as a minority 
of good people will not succeed in stamping 
out cruelty to the helpless, merely by joining 
a League of Kindness, so it will need more 
than a Pledge to overcome the Drink evil, 
with the powerful Vested Interests that are 
behind it. We need a National negative 
policy as well as an Individual constructive 
religion. “For except all men were good, 
everything cannot be right, and that is a 
blessing that I do not at present hope to see,” 
is as true to-day as it was in the sixteenth 
century.

But there is yet another way - continues 
our idealist remove the economic causes of 
drink, and the evil will disappear; get rid of 
slums, poverty, over-crowding and misery, 
and the resulting happiness of men will do far 
more to remove the sin of drunkenness than 
any scheme of Prohibit ion. It is a consumma
tion devoutly to be wished! By all means, let 
us have Utopia in our midst, and, if we cannot 
have it in our time, let us work for its speedy 
advent, but until it comes, let us take the 
means to hand; it does not do to be too 
doctrinaire, we must not pull down our sana
toria or dismantle our hospitals until we have 

made sure that the slums are abolished: these 
establishments do an excellent work, although 
their sphere of influence would be greatly 
lessened in Utopia. This is no time to sit 
idle, dreaming of an unrealised millenium , the 
enemy is in our midst, we must be up and 
doing, and “he that is not with me is against 
me, ’ ’

Why- one may ask -should I give up an 
innocent pleasure or use for the sake of the 
drunkard? Am I my brother's keeper ? This 
may be best met by a further question. What 
should we think of one who is a swimmer who, 
seeing a fellow-creature struggling for life in 
the waters, goes on his way, leaving him to 
drown, because, forsooth, cold water is dis
tasteful to him ?

But the poets are against you—continues 
our visionary— are you prepared to quarrel 
with them in their praise of wine? Cer
tainly not; yet, while regarding with proper 
suspicion those who ‘would indict our very 
dreams,’ let us beware of confusing these 
dreams with reality. By all means let us 
continue to rejoice in the poet’s songs of 
ambrosia and nectar, food of the Gods, of the 
brimming mead-horn, of the wine cup with 
‘beaded bubbles winking at the brim, and 
purple-stained mouth, ’ for to the imaginative 
spirit, what has once been is for all time. 
But the poet has yet to be born who could 
find his inspiration in an East-end public 
house, or sing of the joys of arsenical beer. 
We are not going to keep those things—pace 
Professor Saintsbury- for the sake of another 
George Crabbe any more than we are going to 
tolerate War for the sake of future Iliads. 
Other subjects will arise, worthier of a poet's 
song, and the singer will not cease from 
singing, because drunkenness is no more. 
There is also the practical aspect of the prob- 
lem. Prohibition, we are told, has failed in 
America, and in support of this statement 
harrowing accounts are given us of the drink- 
fiend seeking what he may devour in the 
form of the stew from old rags and other 
delectable beverages. As if one could judge 
the efficiency of a hospital by the condition 
of its incurables! Even if Prohibition fail to 
save the dipsomaniac in spite of himself, it 
will be bringing up a new generation which 
will not know him, and which will not feel 
the need for drink. Doubtless the laws 
against bear-baiting were felt as a. hardship 
when first applied, but who troubles about 

(continued on page 5.)

NOTES and COMMENTS.
A few weeks ago Irishwomen were receiving 

congratulations on the passing of Article III. 
in the Constitution of the Irish Free State, by 
which the equality of men and women as 
citizens both as regards privileges and obliga
tions, is established by law. The further 
good news comes that four women are now 
members of the Senate. They are: The 
Dowager Countess of Desart, Mrs. Wyse 
Power, Mrs. Alice Stopford Green, and Mrs. 
Costello. We offer our warmest congratula
tions to Irishwomen on these happy events.

* * * *
We have to record with deep regret the death 

of our member, Mr. Raikes Bromage. He was 
one of our earliest members, and an ardent 
supporter. Mr. Raikes Bromage was present 
at the reception given by the C.W.S.S. to 
Monsignor Giesswein in July last. He always 
showed great interest in the work of the 
C.W.S.S. —R .1 .p.

* * * *
By the death of Mrs. Haslam, the Suffrage 

movement has lost one of its earliest pioneers. 
She was 93 and had worked for the suffrage 
for over seventy years. She was one of the 
twenty-five Irishwomen who signed the first 
petition for Woman’s Suffrage in 1866. She 
was a well known figure on Suffrage platforms 
in Great Britain, and was loved and honoured 
by all who knew her.- R.T.P.

UGANDA.
Some months ago we received private in

formation from Africa that the system of com
pulsory examination for venereal disease in 
Uganda to which we took exception in this 
paper last February, had been discontinued. 
Before issuing to our members this welcome 
news, the Catholic Women’s Suffrage Society 
applied to the Colonial Office for confirmation 
of it. The Colonial Office has now sent us a 
printed report from the Medical Authorities 
in Uganda.

The Acting Principal Medical Officer in a 
report dated August 22nd, 1922, says: “com
pulsory examinations are now being discon
tinued, as the Medical Officers specially 
employed in the work are satisfied with the 
present attendances. In this matter I concur 
in thinking that these examinations, in

Buganda, at any rate, are no longer necessary
I would like to add a general assur

ance that our aim is to place venereal disease 
measures on the voluntary basis at the earliest 
possible moment. ’ ’

A report from the Specialist Officer, Venereal 
Diseases states that “it is not proposed to 
continue compulsory examination in any 
parts where venereal disease clinics have 
actually been established. ” In this report 
he also states that “it is probable that the 
compulsory measures of Uganda are the most 
rigorous and far-reaching that have ever been 
enacted in any country in the world.”

The Colonial Office has also informed us 
“that steps are being taken to repeal Section 
180 of the Uganda Township Rules, 1916, 
which is the provision now current dealing 
with the compulsory examination of infected 
prostitutes, and that the question is being 
taken up with the native Government of 
Buganda of repealing the clause relating to 
prostitutes in the Native Law of 1913.”

The authorities appear to think that the 
native population is now sufficiently alive to 
the need of presenting themselves for cure.

It is perhaps unnecessary to state once again 
that the C.W.S.S. does believe in the impor
tance of educational methods, and the ade
quate provision of free treatment of venereal 
disease, without deterrent measures. We note 
that the report says ′ ‘wherever venereal disease 
clinics are not established.” Where per
manent clinics are not established we would 
suggest that it might be possible to have 
itinerant clinics.

We must acknowledge the courteous manner 
in which our representations have been met by 
the Colonial Office. We will watch with 
great interest the future development of this 
work in Uganda .

It will be remembered that this question 
of the treatment of Venereal Disease in 
Uganda was brought to our notice by our 
member Dr. Margaret Lamont,

The Rome Congress.
The date of the ninth Congress of the 

International Woman Suffrage Alliance, is 
fixed for May 12th to 19th. We shall return 
to the subject in our next issue.
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THE OUTLOOK FOR OUR BILLS,
To whatever party our readers belong, all 

will probably agree that Mr. Bonar Law’s 
attitude at the General Election towards the 
questions in which we are particularly inter
ested was not altogether satisfactory. True 
he declared that he bad always been a suppor
ter of woman suffrage, but his letter to the 
N.U.S.E.C., quoted in the “Woman’s 
Leader” of November 17th, does not appear 
to hold out great promise. He says:

“I have been a consistent supporter of 
woman’s suffrage, and even at the time the 
Franchise Bill of 1918 was passed I felt that 
the discrimination in age between men and 
women could not be permanent. I think so 
still. At the same time, T recognise that 
there is a strong national feeling that the 
Government should not attempt to make 
changes of a highly controversial character. 
The complete organisation of the franchise 
is undoubtedly a constitutional issue of far- 
reaching importance. And, therefore, I 
feel that I should not be justified in giving an 
undertaking that this will be carried into 
effect by the Government in the coming 
Parliament, if it should give rise to acute 
controversy. ’ ’
Meanwhile since his return to power, Mr. 

Bonar Law has refused to receive a deputation 
from the Women’s Freedom League, the 
purpose of which was to place before him the 
views of women under 30 years of age, many 
holding responsible positions, who are disfran
chised by our ridiculous franchise law.

There are many friends of Equal Franchise 
in Parliament, even so it will be a hard fight 
to get the reform carried.

Mrs. Clayton.
Miss Fedden,

Hon. Treasurer, “Catholic Citizen.” 
Miss Havers.
Miss Gabrielle JEFFERY, Hon. Treasurer.
Miss Vera S. Laughton, M.B.E.
Miss Isabel Willis, Hon. Press Secretary

On the question of pensions for mothers with 
dependent children, the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer has definitely stated, in reply to a 
question in the House, that it was estimated 
that the cost of any practicable scheme would 
be £50,000,000 a year, and the country could 
not afford it. Nor could he hold out, any hope 
that facilities would be provided for a discus
sion of the subject. The C.W.S.S. is pledged 
to the smaller measure of Widows’ Pensions.

The prospect for the re-establishment of 
Women Police seems more hopeful. In his 
letter to the N.U.S.E.C. quoted above, Mr. 
Bonar Law says: “I think it is essential that 
women should be employed in connection with 
police work in all those matters in which their 
knowledge and experience render them suit
able. The complete re-restab lishment of 
Women Police in London shall be considered 
and the final decision must be governed by 
the principle of how best to secure the main
tenance of law and order and the prevention of 
crime. ’ ’

Since then, the Home Secretary, in reply to 
a question by Major Kelly, has stated in the 
House that the matter is under consideration. 
Is it too sanguine to say that these formal 
words really do mean that the question of the 
re-establishment of Women Police is being 
seriously considered ?

As to the Legitimation Bill, the Mainten
ance and Separation Orders Bill, the Nation
ality of Married Women Bill, though no 
definite promise has been made, we may with 
pressure get even a Government pledged to 
tranquillity to pass them, indeed they may be 
driven to pass them even for tranquillity’s 
sake.

There remains the Guardianship of Infants 
Bill. We are glad to see that it is to be 
introduced into the House of Lords by Lord 
Askwith, and we believe its prospects are good. 
We will deal with it fully later on.

L. de Alberti.

(continued from page 2 .) 
them now? They have achieved their pur
pose so well that they have become a dead- 
letter in the process.

There is also the question of expense. If 
this nation is spending at the rate of 11 
million pounds daily on drink, as it did in 
1920, is it not at least possible that many more 
necessary and profitable forms of expenditure 
are being curtailed?

How comes it, it may be asked, that the 
Labour Party, which is conspicuously unafraid 
of Ideals. is opposed to Prohibition ? For this, 
two reasons may be advanced— the first is the 
natural distrust of the worker for anything that 
savours of prohibition, for he knows, only too 
well, that restrictive legislation weighs most 
heavily on the poor, whose luxuries, God 
knows, are already too few. The other, and 
this is the one real difficulty of the whole 
question, is the additional discomfort that 
would be imposed on the working-class family 
by the elimination of beer as an article of diet. 
It would mean for the harassed housewife the 
further cooking involved in the preparation of 
hot drinks, real discomfort for those engaged 
in “thirsty work,” and the removal of stimu
lants from the ill-clad, half-starved sufferer.

For these reasons the Labour Party does not 
adopt Prohibition as a policy, but it is far 
from satisfied with the present position of the 
Drink Trade. To-day, the Labour Party 
openly repudiates, as yesterday the Mediaeval 
Church openly repudiated, the practical 
application to business of the doctrine that 
profit-making is a law unto itself. The sale 
of alcohol, with its enormous power over 
men’s souls and bodies, is too dangerous 
to be left in private bands; it must cease 
to be a business run for profit, and must 
be placed in the control of responsible 
members of the community, who care more 
for the salvation of souls than for money
making, and who would see that the drink 
supplied was pure and its distribution freed 
from abuse.

The writer of these notes would much prefer 
that we should begin this reform with a policy 
of Nationalisation. We should then be run

ning the trade under circumstances that make 
for its use, rather than for its abuse. We are 
very curious to know—and we shall not accept 
the Trade’s figures—how much of the 11 
millions spent daily in 1920 was the 
fair price of drink supplied, and how much 
went to swell the profits of the owners. We 
should then be able to judge how much restric
tion in the sale of drink was necessary, and 
take steps accordingly. Meanwhile some such 
measure as the bill introduced by Lady Astor 
in the late Parliament will most probably be 
brought forward, and should, as a measure of 
partial popular control, receive the support 
of all who are interested in Temperance re- 
form. This was a bill to make it possible for 
boroughs and counties to vote periodically on 
the question. By it three alternatives were to 
be put before the voters: (1) No change, (2) 
re-organisation of the trade, by which control 
would be placed in the hands of a Board of 
Management, with powers over licenses, the 
age of buyers, and the regulation of compensa
tion to owners and to those put out of work as 
a result of the change, and (3) abolition of 
licenses. This last alone would constitute 
Prohibition in a limited area, but the bill 
itself allowed no alteration without a direct 
mandate from the inhabitants of the area in 
question, and it provided for periodical re
vision of this mandate. It was in fact a bill 
to allow the people to decide this question 
for themselves, and to give them some control 
over the profit-making of the publicans. Such 
a measure, in spite of its drawbacks, should 
receive the support of serious-minded people, 
as it will most certainly meet with the organ
ised opposition of the Drink Trade and its 
share-holders.

In the event of such a bill becoming law, 
we shall still be faced with the difficulties 
which beset this question, and shall need to 
give it all the more serious attention, because 
we shall then have the added burden of respon
sibility for our districts. For this we must 
prepare ourselves by a knowledge of the social 
needs of the particular locality in which we 
live, by an earnest inquiry as to which of the 
three alternatives will best meet the local 
needs, and, turning a deaf ear to self-interest, 
prejudice, and the propaganda of interested 
individuals, let us register our votes strictly 
according to conscience, knowing that the 
spiritual and temporal welfare of a great num
ber of our fellow-creatures is directly at stake.

M.M.W.



G THE CATHOLIC CITIZEN. THE CATHOLIC CITIZEN. 7
International Notes.

The defeat of the Woman Suffrage resolution 
in the French Senate with all its implications 
has naturally filled many columns of La 
Trancaise in the last month. Our French 
friends have accepted the blow calmly and 
with a determination to re-double their propa- 
ganda. As regards the future a wise decision 
has been come to. In order to avoid the delay 
which legally must have ensued before the 
same resolution could have been re-introduced, 
an entirely new Bill will be presented to the 
Chamber by M. Justin Godart, declaring 
simply that “on attaining the age of thirty 
every woman shall be placed on the electoral 
lists.” Presumably the belated age limit 
is introduced in the hope of placating the anti- 
suffrage ‘ ‘die-hards. ’ ’

** * *
The shortage of the wheat harvest in France 

together with the evil effect on the exchange of 
making heavy purchases of wheat abroad has 
provoked a national movement for reducing 
the enormous daily wastage of bread and 
farinaceous food that goes on at present. We 
note with pleasure that the chairmanship of 
one of the most important committees has 
been offered to Mme. Avril de Stc. Croix,

* * * *
The Catholic Amr POPULAIRE regrets that 

the French Senate “should have given to the 
whole world so melancholy an example of 
reaction and of an un-democratic spirit,” and 
goes on to argue truly that the question of the 
Suffrage is fundamentally one of justice and 
not of expediency.

* * * *
Our Belgian contemporary, Le Feminisms 

Chretien is strongly in favour of “a solid 
political organisation for Catholic women,” 
to be formed by federating existing societies 
with political aims. It is true women are 
already members of the powerful Union 
Catholique Beige, but it is felt that special 
feminine aspirations will never obtain ade
quate recognition in mixed associations and 
that it is only by having a representative 
organisation of their own that women can 
urge their rightful demands with effect. 
Melle. Van den Plas is, needless to say, one 
of the guiding spirits in this new forward 
movement.

* * * *
Signor Mussolini’s public assurance that he

is not opposed to Woman Suffrage leaves us 
somewhat cold in view of the fact that his 
whole “fascist” policy is based on force and 
on the over-riding of parliament, which, 
feeble as it is at present, in Italy, nevertheless 
represents the constitutional rights of the 
nation.

* * * *
Reports from Rome reach us of a brilliant 

afternoon reception given to the leading mem
bers of the International Suffrage Alliance who 
were all in Rome for a preliminary meeting in 
connection with the forthcoming Congress in 
Rome next May. Mrs. Chapman Catt was. 
of course, the guest of honour and was sup- 
ported amongst others by Mrs. Corbett Ashby 
who has the distinction of being as eloquent a 
speaker in French as in English, Numbers of 
Italian “intellectuals” of both sexes were 
present, including Dr. Ancona and various 
well-known Italian suffragists. Miss Dorman 
represented both ourselves and the women of 
S. Africa.

* * * *
Luxemburg is one of the few countries where 

the iniquitous law forbidding “la recherche 
de la paternite” still prevails, so we rejoice 
to read in the Luxemburger Frau the digni- 
fled and emphatic petition presented both to 
the Prime Minister and to the President of the 
Chamber by the Alliance Catholique des 
Femmes Luxembourgeoises urging the abro
gation of the law alike in the interests of the 
mother and child and of the moral standard 
of the nation.

People often question the actual utility of 
women barristers, but Melle. Moreau, one of 
the most brilliant of the women at the French 
bar, has no difficulty in justifying her legal 
existence. She has made a special study of 
the Code Napoleon in its relation to women, 
and she is never weary of exposing the unjust 
burdens it has laid for over a century on the 
women of France. Quite recently she deliv
ered two conferences on the subject in Luxem
burg to crowded audiences who were deeply 
impressed by her revelations. Incidentally 
Melle. Moreau holds that there would be fewer 
divorces in France if women were not in such 
legal subjection to their husbands.

* * * *
La Femme Belge describes (Nov.) how the 

Catholic syndicate of glove-makers was able 
to obtain an increase of from 60% to 70% in 

the wages paid in that industry. Glove- 
making is largely a home-industry, and the 
women-workers have been paid on such a 
miserable scale that they could only earn 3 frs. 
for a day of 14 hours. Lengthy negotiations 
were entered upon, but, as usually happens, a 
number of manufacturers took up a hostiel 
attitude and there was nothing for it but for 
the women to go out on strike early in October. 
As a result a fresh conference was called be
tween the syndicate and the employers and in 
the end a new wage-scale was agreed upon and 
made binding on the whole industry. It is a 
notable victory for the organised women of 
Belgium.

V.M.C.

Women in the League of Nations.
The Council for the Representation of Women in the 

League of Nations, to which the C.W.S.S. is affiliated, 
held its Annual Meeting on November 30th. The 
morning was devoted to the formal business of the 
Council, and resolutions were passed dealing with the 
Traffic in Women and Children; urging that the 
British delegates to the Assembly should at all times 
offer uncompromising opposition to State Regulation 
of Vice; protesting against the non-appointment of a 
woman on the British delegation to the International 
Labour Conference; urging for the appointment of 
more women on the Mandates Commission, in view 
of the omission in Mandates A. and B. of any refer
ence to the Convention on the Traffic in Women and 
Children. A vote of thanks to Mrs. Coombe Tennant 
and Mrs. Dale for their work in the Assembly of the 
League was passed with acclamation.

In the afternoon a public meeting v.as held, at 
which the chief speaker was Mrs. Coombe Tennant, 
who gave a most interesting report of her experience 
at Geneva. Mrs. Coombe Tennant, British Alternate 
Delegate, was entrusted with the task of presenting 
the report of the Fifth Commission to the Assembly of 
the League. She represented Great Britain on the 
Fifth Commission. Mr. Green, of the League of 
Nations Union, spoke with eloquence of the value of 
the League of Nations.

Mrs. Ogilvie Gordon, who presided, and who is 
President of the Council for the Representation of 
Women in the League of Nations, said that the aim 
of the Council was to press for the appointment of 
suitable women from any country. It was in no sense 
an anti-man organisation, but a movement to secure 
that the ideals of Peace and devotion to Humanity, 
for which women stood, should be expressed in the 
League of Nations.

A vote of thanks to the speakers was moved by 
Mrs. Fawcett, and seconded by Miss L. de Alberti, 
Hon. Secretary of the Council.

Catholic Women’s Suffrage Society.
On Friday, December 15th, Miss Donoghue (York 

Secretary of the C.W.S.S. and of the National Union 
of General Workers, Women’s Section) gave an inter
esting address on “ Women and Trade Unions,” at a 
meeting held by kind permission of Miss Gorry, at 
37, Woburn Square. The speaker emphasised the 

importance of the Trade Union movement to women 
and explained the benefits accruing to members— 
higher wages, better conditions, legal advice, etc., and 
the moral and educational value of organisation.

Miss Donoghue was in favour of organising women 
in unions of their own, as when belonging to the same 
union as the men, the women’s point of view tended 
to be ignored. For instance, women were far keener 
about the healthiness of the conditions under which 
they worked than the men, who chiefly concentrated 
on the securing of higher wages. Much had been done, 
but there was still a vast field untouched, and a great 
deal of raw material for the woman’s movement. 
It was the responsibility of every woman to under
stand and enlighten others as to the value of the 
Trade Union movement.

Edinburgh Branch.
Hon. Sec., Miss Casey, 3, Cambridge Street, 

Edinburgh.
A meeting was held in Lauriston Hall, on December 

12th, Mrs. Finlayson Gauld in the Chair. A very 
interesting and instructive lecture was given by Miss 
Bury, Secretary of the Edinburgh N.U.S.E.C., on 
" How to run a Society,” A proposal by the Chair
man to ask Miss Nan Browne to lecture on the 
" Passion Play at Oberammergau,” at the next meet
ing met with great approval. It was decided to 
hold the next meeting in January, the date to be 
fixed later. A few new members were enrolled.

Subscriptions and Donations to the 
Central Fund.

December 3RD—31ST, 1922.

/ s. d.
Barry, Miss F.......................................... 500
Carroll, Miss A. M....................................026
Fry, H. L. S., Esq................... ...056 
Henderson, Miss M. .......... .............. o 1 6 
Turner, Miss G. E. C...................... ...036
Minimum Annual Subscriptions ... o 2 o

5 15 o

Annual Subscriptions
We shall be most grateful if members of the 

C.W.S.S. and Subscribers to the “ Catholic Citizen. ” 
will pay their Annual Subscriptions this month. It 
takes much time and trouble to send out several 
individual reminders. There is a great deal of work 
to be done in the New Year and the subscriptions are 
urgently needed so that we may go forward.

G. Jeffery.

Annual Meeting.
The Annual Meeting will be held on March 17th ; 

the place will be announced later. Resolutions for 
Agenda and nominations for Committee, duly pro
posed and seconded, should reach the Secretary not 
later than February 5th. No nomination can be 
accepted unless the consent of the nominee shall have 
been previously obtained.
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INTERNATIONAL
WOMEN’S FRANCHISE CLUB, LTD.,

FOR MEN AND WOMEN.
President - The Right Hon. The Earl of Lytton.

Deputy President - The Lady Frances Balfour, 
LL .D., D .Litt .

9, GRAFTON STREET, PICCADILLY, W. 1.
Tel. : 3932 MAYFAIR.

Subscriptions: London Members, $2 2s. ; Country
Members, £1 5s. Irish, Scottish, and Foreign Mem
bers 10/6 per annum. Entrance Fee One Guinea.

LECTURES.
Wednesday, Jan. 17th, 8-15 p.m.—" The Economic defects of Socialism.” 

Mr. George W. Gough, M.A.
Wednesday, Jan. 24th, 8-15 p.m.—" Lunacy Reform.” Dr. Bernard 

Hollander,
Wednesday, Jan. 31st, 8-15 p.m.—“An Adventure in Social Service.” 

Miss Winifred N. Stark.
Wednesday, Feb 7th, 8-15 p.m.—" The Rome Congress" (by kind 

arrangement of the International Woman Suffrage Alliance), Mrs. 
Corbett Ashby. Miss Frances Stirling, Chairman, Mrs. 
Fawcett, J,P., LL.D.

Saturday, Feb. 18th, 5-30 p.m.— Reading-Recital : “ Paolo and Francesca.' 
Miss Clara Reed.

Wednesday. Feb. 14th. No lecture,
Luncheons, Teas and Dinners.
FULL PARTICULARS, SECRETARY.

WOMEN’S FREEDOM LEAGUE
LECTURES ON

FOREIGN POLITICS
on alternate Mondays, at 6 p .m ., in the

MINERVA CAFE
144, HIGH HOLBORN. W.C.

Jan, 29th. " The League of Nations." Speaker, Miss H, C. Hughes, M.A.
Feb. 12th. “The relations of this country with America, Speaker from 

the English Speaking Union.
Feb. 21st, “ The relations of this country with France." Speaker, The 

Lady Amherst of Hackney.
Admission Free. Reserved Seats Is. each.

Dinner and Reception to the Hon. Officials of the 
Women’s Freedom League, Friday, Feb. 2, at 7p.m., 
in the Minerva Club, Brunswick Square, W.C. (corner 
of Coram and Hunter Streets). Tickets for Dinner 
and Reception, 3/6 ; Reception only, 8 p .m., 1/-, from 
W.F.L. Office, 144, High Holborn, W.C.

Ube Catholic fDDedical Guardian.
The Quarterly Organ of the Guild of SS. Luke, Cosmas & Damian.

The Guild Established 1910,
Chief Objects and Aims,—Facilitating intercourse between Catholic Mem- 

beri of the Medical Profession and cognate Branches, and the Clergy and 
others interested, in Great Britain, Ireland, and the British Empire, for the 
study and discussion of medico-religious questions and those touching on 
Deontology (Ethics, Duty)--Investigating the re lations of medical theory and 
practice to Catholic theology and philosophy—Upholding the principles of 
Catholic faith and morality against an un-Christian and unscientific material- 
ism—Influencing public opinion on the above.

Publishers: Messrs Burns, Oates & Washbourne, Ltd., 28, Orchard St., 
W.1 —8-10, Paternoster Row, E C.4., and at Manchester, Birmingham and 
Glasgow. Price : Single copy, 1/4, post free- Annual Subscription, Five 
Shillings, post free.

LET, furnished rooms, with or with- 
out board, very central. For terms 

apply Miss Gorry, 37, Woburn Square, 
W.C.I.

THE CATHOLIC WOMEN’S
SUFFRAGE SOCIETY.

Office—55, Berners St., Oxford St., London, w.
Patron: Saint Joan of Arc. Colours: Blue, White & Gold

Organ—“ The Catholic Citizen,” 2d. monthly.

OBJECT.
To band together Catholics of both sexes, in order 

to secure the political, social and economic equality 
between men and women, and to further the work and 
usefulness of Catholic women as citizens.

METHODS.
1. Strictly non-party.
2. Active propaganda by political and educational 

means.

MEMBERSHIP,
All Catholic women are eligible as Members, who 

approve the object and methods, and will pay a minimum 
annual subscription of 1s. Men are invited to join as 
Associates, on the same conditions, with the exception 
that they may not elect or be elected to the Executive.

THE INTERNATIONAL 
WOMAN SUFFRAGE NEWS

The Monthly Organ of
The International Woman Suffrage Alliance.

Subscription : 6s. per annum, post free. 
At the present time “ Jus Suffragii ” forms a unique link between 
the women of all nations. It contains articles, reports and 
letters from all countries and constitutes a valuable record of 

woman’s activities.

Sample copies may be had free of charge on appi ica 
tion to the Office—

11, ADAM STREET, ADELPHI, W.C.

TAILOR MADES.
TO ORDER. Smart Cut. Perfect Tailoring. 

Tweed and Serge Costumes from 7 gns.

H. NELISSEN, Ladies' Tailor
62, GREAT PORTLAND STREET, W. 1- 

Personal Attention to every Garment.

CHARACTER FROM HANDWRITING. Inter
esting, true, helpful. Send letters and 1/8 to 
Grapho, c/o ‘‘ Catholic Citizen,” 55, Berners Street, 
London,W.1.

NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS.—All communications respecting advertisements to be 
addressed to THE MANAGER, MISS F. L. FULLER, 99, New Bond Street, W., 1.

Tel. 2421 Mayfair
Wadsmorth 6* Co., The Rydal Preis, Keighley.


