
WOMAN’S LEADER
AND THE COMMON CAUSE

Vol. XVII. No. 25. One Penny.

CONTENTS.
WHAT IS FEMINISM ? .

PAGE

THE PUBLIC HEALTH BILL. ByW. J. Wormersley, M.P.

TWO SPRING VISITS TO PALESTINE, 1921, 1922. By ■
Millicent Garrett Fawcett, G.B.E., J.P., LL.D. .

GERMANY'S ADMISSION TO THE LEAGUE. By A. G.
Macdonell . .. . . . .

THE LAW AT WORK : EQUAL MORAL STANDARD
REVIEW: THE LITURGY IN ROME. By F. de.G. M.

196

196

197

197

Annual Subscription for Postal Subscribers : British Isles and 
Abroad, 6/6.

Common Cause Publishing Co., 15 Dean's Yard, Westminster, S.W. 1.

NOTES AND NEWS
Concessions on the Widows’, Orphans’, and Old Age 

Contributory Pensions Bill.
Exceptionally interesting discussions have taken place during 

the last three days of this Bill's committee stage this week, and 
big concessions have been made on points which we have had 
occasion to criticise. The plea put forward over and over again 
on behalf of the insured woman who could not continue 
in industry until the age of 65 have been met by an amendment 
moved by the Minister of Health providing, that where a woman 
of 55 or a man of 60 has been'continuously insured for 10 years, 
he or she shall be able to become a voluntary contributor, gaining 
all the benefits under both this Bill and the Health Insurance 
Act oil payment of 20 contributions per annum. In the case of 
women this works out at a weekly payment of something under 
fid. This will open the door of voluntary contribution to a very 
large number of those to whom it would otherwise have been 
prohibitive. A further concession on the same subject was put 
forward by Mr. Neville Chamberlain to meet the next hardship 
to which women’s organizations have drawn attention : the 
position of a woman, insured up to the time of her marriage with 
an uninsured man,who then loses all chance of getting any benefits 
for which she has been contributing if she leaves her work. 
It will be remembered that under the Bill a married woman is 
not allowed .to become a voluntary contributor. The new 
proposal, which offends our feminism, but nevertheless blunts 
ithe edge of the grievance, is that when such a woman marries 
her husband shall have the right to become a voluntary con- 
tributor by virtue of her former contributions. Gilbertian as it 
may sound, it. must be remembered that benefits which accrue 
to the wives (insured up to the time of their marriage) of insured 
men are paid for out of their joint contributions. Moreover, 
the difficulty of meeting this grievance by allowing the wives 
concerned to become voluntary contributors for the purposes of 
this Bill only was complicated by the fact that under the National 
Health Insurance Act they are not allowed to become voluntary 
contributors. From the point of view of the debate the most 
sensational triumph was the withdrawal of the subsection which, 
provides that if a widow is convicted of an offence in a Court of 
Law her pension may be cancelled or suspended by the Minister. 
Miss Wilkinson in a very able but moderate speech, pointed out 
the obvious difficulties and injustices involved in this proposal. 
The House rose almost like one man to support her. Ten 
or twelve Members were on their feet at a time from all sides of
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the House.. The Minister, after stating that he had waited in 
vain for one Member to support him, said he was bound to yield to 

.what could only be considered a " demonstration.” At the time 
of writing we do not know when the Report Stage will be taken, 
but presume- that it will be next week. When it does: come, it 
will be the occasion of new efforts to repair the omissions of 
Committee stage.

To Whom the Praise ?
To those who have anxiously haunted the lobbies' of the House 

during these long discussions of a highly complex and technical 
problem of administration and finance, two facts stand out. 
One upon which we have already commented, is the persistence, 
ability and good feminism which. Lady Astor and 
Miss Wilkinson have contributed to the business and the 
extent to, which these qualities have affected the issue. The 
second is the . spontaneous tribute which has been paid by 
members of all parties to the parliamentary work of the National 
Union of Societies for Equal Citizenship. The traditions of- 
19.18 appear to be in safe hands.

The “Dole”.
. The Government’s Unemployment Insurance Bill, which passed 

its second reading last week, and is now in Committee, is a 
curiously mixed affair. We intend it no disrespect by this phrase. 
Its own parent has described it as a stop-gap. It aims in the first 
place at securing, for the insurance fund a saving of some 
£6,500,000, by the twofold device of extending the "waiting 
period ” of qualification for unemployment benefits, and by 
re-investing the Minister with such powers of discretion as shall 
enable him to rule out certain categories of unemployed persons 
from the receipt of extended benefits. It is these two clauses 
which draw upon the Bill the heavy fire of Opposition abuse. 
It remains, of course, to be seen to what extent the insurance 
fund’s gain will be the ratepayer’s loss. That the Poor Law 
Guardians will feel the pinch of this latest economy there can 
be little doubt. The remaining clauses of the Bill are less con- 
troversial. Clause 2, with whose necessity all are agreed, con­
tinues until 30th June, 1926, certain rights to uncovenanted 
benefit which would otherwise have expired automatically on 
1st October, 1925. Clause 4 foreshadows as from 4th January, 
1926, certain readjustments in the rate of contribution whereby 
the burdens of employer and employed are lightened at the 
expense of the National Exchequer. The whole thing, however, 
carries us forward only till 30th June next, when the Government 
will have to undertake a complete overhaul of the whole 
machinery of unemployment insurance. We believe that there 
are still persons in this country who regard the so-called " dole ” 
as some form of public charity rather than as a sum analogous 
to what they themselves might receive from a Fire Insurance 
Company in compensation for a burned-out house. To such 
persons do we most emphatically recommend careful study of this 
Bill and of the conditions which discussion of its concluding stages 
will reveal.

A Married Woman Teacher Shows Fight.
We have had occasion over and over again during the last 

few months to deplore the consistent persecution by public 
authorities of their married women employees. This week we are 
happily in a position to chronicle the case of a married woman 
who has hit back. Mrs. Short, assistant certificated teacher under 
the Poole education authority, has brought an action against the 
Corporation of Poole for wrongful dismissal on the ground of 
marriage. Mr. Clausen, in developing the case for the plaintiff, 
on Tuesday of this week, argued that considerations of the 
domestic and financial conditions of teachers were “ wholly
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alien and irrelevant " to the statutory duty of an education 
authority to "maintain and keep efficient" the schools within 
its area. As we go to press the case is still sub judice. We will 
therefore delay further comment until judgment is given, con­
tenting ourselves only with the expression of hearty con- 
gratulations to Mrs. Short on her courageous action, and all 
good wishes for the prosperity of her cause—and ours,

A Triumph for Lady Astor.
On Wednesday, 8th July, Lady Astor introduced the Bill 

drafted by the Association of Moral and Social Hygiene, previously 
described in our columns. This Bill, under the title of Public 
Places (Order) Bill, consists of three clauses. The first clause 
repeals existing legislation. directed against the class of women 
described as " common prostitutes.” Clause 2 applies the 
same law to all persons, men or women, who wilfully cause 
annoyance in public places, and clause 3 provides that nobody 
can be taken into custody for causing an annoyance, except 
upon complaint by or on behalf of the person who is annoyed. 
In her speech Lady Astor pressed the importance of a Select 
committee on the subject, which could take evidence from Chief 
Constables, magistrates, social workers, and others with 
experience of the problems of the streets. The repeal of the 
present solicitation laws framed in 1824 and 1847 is long over­
due. In the light of modern ideas they are not only grossly 
unjust to women but they utterly fail to attain their object. 
And the chorus of applause which greeted Lady Astor’s speech 
was an emphatic symptom of the movement of public opinion. 
We are grateful to Lady Astor for raising this subject and believe 
that now that the sympathy of the House has been aroused 
reform will follow swiftly. In this issue in our column " The 
Law at Work ” we deal more fully with the subject.

The Unsocial Socialists,
A curious tangle,seems to have arisen recently in the Belgian 

Chamber over the question of granting votes to women in con­
nexion with the forthcoming provincial elections. The Govern­
ment is, it appears, assured of Socialist support provided it 
respects the Ministerial declaration, which contains no reference 
to women's suffrage. It is reported that, after a violent debate 
on the subject, the Government made it clear that its Catholic 
members would be left free to vote in favour of women's franchise 
if the issue were raised. This attitude on the part of the Belgian 
Socialists pains though it does not surprise us. It involves a 
very obvious conflict of interest which arose in this country 
and which arises in a far more marked degree in countries where 
the Catholic Church plays a definite part in the arena of party 
politics. The anti-clerical Belgian Socialist is faced with a 
choice between the abstract justice of a democratic principle 
which has always inspired the lip-service of Socialism, and the 
inexpediency of enfranchising a new class of persons whose ranks 
are likely to contain (for the immediate future at any rate) 
a relatively high proportion of persons who profess faithful 
adherence to Church teaching in social arid political as well 
as in spiritual matters. In our own country, and with our 
own Labour Party, the antithesis was very much less strongly 
marked since no clerical issue has ever been involved. But 
many members of our Labour Party believed before 1918 that 
new. voters, and especially politically uneducated voters, tend 
to be Conservative voters. That belief, though it had, doubtless, 
a damping effect upon the enthusiasm of some ardent members 
of the party, did not deter the party as a whole from making 
women’s'suffrage in its unpopular days a plank in the party 
programme, nor from reaching the momentous decision to. 
oppose all franchise- reforms from which women were excluded. 
We commend this example of disinterested political consistency 
to our Continental neighbours.

A Woman Delegate at the League of Nations ?
We sincerely hope that the rumour in the Yorkshire Post that 

the Duchess of Atholl will be the woman delegate at the League 
of Nations is true. We are not always in agreement with her 
views, nor she with ours, but we are convinced that she would, 
if appointed,, take pains to ascertain the views of the various 
women’s organizations on the questions which specially concern 
them, and that she would in all respects be a worthy 
representative of this country. Mrs. Swanwick last year, 
Dame Edith Lyttelton, and Mrs. Coombe Tennant, have each 
in turn earned our gratitude, and we believe that the Duchess of

Atholl would follow in their steps. As the only woman Member of 
the Government, it seems peculiarly fitting that she should repre- 
sent the country in international affairs;

Women and Juvenile Employment.
The Freedom League lias written to the President of the Board 

of Education and to the Minister of Labour urging them to see 
that suitable experienced women should be appointed to a new 
inter-departmental Committee to be appointed “to inquire 
into and advise upon the public system of education in England 
and Wales in relation to the requirements of trade and industry, 
with particular reference to the adequacy of the arrangements 
for enabling young persons to enter into and retain suitable 
employment.” The Freedom League points out that the interests 
of girls require attention as well as those of boys, and that at 
the present time the figures of unemployment are roughly 
32,000 unemployed girls to 36,000 unemployed boys. It would 
be easy to mention names of women who have special knowledge 
and personal experience on this subject, and we sincerely hope 
that the new Committee will have a fair proportion of women 
members.
Another Franchise Anomaly.

In a question in the House a Private Member the other day 
called the attention of the Home Secretary to the fact that 
inmates of almshouses under private benefactions in Birmingham 
are denied the right of being registered as either Parliamentary 
or Local Government electors. The reply was that the registra­
tion officer takes the view that the male inmates are entitled 
to registration as Parliamentary electors on. the residence 
qualification, but that as the inmates are not occupying owners 
or tenants they are not qualified for the Local Government 
franchise. This reminds us once again of a fact too often forgotten, 
the insecurity of the woman’s vote. The loss of her husband by 
death or the deprivation of her own home'and furniture through 
poverty deprives her at the same time of her rights of citizenship.

Questions in Parliament.
Nationality of Married Women.—Sir W. de Frece asked 

the Prime Minister on 8th July whether the Government will 
consider an amendment of the British Nationality Act to provide 
that a British woman shall not lose her British status by marriage 
until by the law of her husband's country she has acquired his 
nationality. The Under Secretary of State for the Home Depart­
ment replied that the question will be further considered when the 
views of the Dominions‘have been ascertained. In reply to a 
further question, the Under Secretary stated that he was in 
correspondence with the Dominions on the matter.

Maternity Benefit.—Colonel- England asked the Minister 
of Health whether his attention has been called to the statemen t 
of the late principal Medical Officer of the Ministry of Health 
attacking, the administration of the maternity benefit by the 
approved societies, and whether the preference expressed for its 
administration by local public health authorities is entertained 
by his present advisers. Mr. Chamberlain replied that the state­
ment referred to had been made by the former Medical Officer 
of the Local Government Board, and that the question was within 
the purview of the Royal Commission on National Health 
Insurance.

State Publications (Advertisements)—Lady Astor asked 
the Financial Secretary to the Treasury whether the Government 
intend in future to allow advertisements likely to stimulate the 
consumption of spirits to be published in State publications. The 
Financial Secretary replied that it had long been the practice to 
admit advertisements of manufacturers and distributors of 
alcoholic liquors ' to Government publications subject to 
exceptions in certain cases.

Midwives (Registration).- Mr. Bennett- asked the Minister 
of Health on 13th July whether representations had been made 
to him, and if so by whom, in favour of the elimination of 
unregistered practising midwives and the likelihood of obtaining 
an adequate number of registered midwives. Mr. Neville 
Chamberlain replied that he had received many such repre­
sentations from local supervising authorities and other bodies, 
and that lie is in favour of the elimination of unregistered 
midwives. He does not anticipate any difficulty in obtaining 
an adequate number of registered midwives. He proposes to deal 
with the matter in a Bill to amend the Midwives Act, which lie 
proposes to introduce when other commitments allow.

Almshouse Inmates Birmingham ■ (Franchise)..— See note 
above.

WHAT IS
Readers of the Morning Post were provided last week with a 

first-class diversion in the shape of six articles, three by 
Lord Ampthill and three by Miss Rose Macaulay, on the thesis 
“ Is Feminism a Failure ? ” Lord Ampthill said it was; 
Miss Macaulay said it wasn’t. Lord Ampthill led off down one 
side track after another : suffrage, free love, bobbed hair, and 
Oxford trousers. Miss Macaulay followed him down each and 
smote him on every count. Then Lord Ampthill turned round 
and complained that Miss Macaulay had led him astray on a 
devious " butterfly hunt "•—a clear and patent lie, since she had 
but followed where he led. Lord Ampthill said, quoting with 
•appreciation the works of an unnamed author more masculist 1 
than himself, that the advancement of women is conducive to 
the decline of the civilization under whose aegis they advance. 
In which Connexion he most unaccountably forgot that neither 
the Turks nor their “hundred per cent he-men "2 allies, the 
Germans, were victorious in the late war. This last point was 
not made by Miss Macaulay, but all others necessary to the 
unanswerable confutation of Lord Ampthill were. Let us only 
add that in these . articles, as in all her other works, 
Miss Macaulay’s keen and merry wit continually provokes the 
reader to laugh aloud—and the .devastation of Lord Ampthill’s 
case can be imagined without more words being wasted on it.

And now to a more- serious aspect of the matter.: 
Miss Macaulay’s definition of Feminism. Lord Ampthill opines 
at the outset of his thesis that it is unnecessary “ to attempt a 
definition of feminism." In this he assuredly errs; for, as 
Miss Macaulay points out; if you are going to argue about the 
merits or demerits of a thing it is clearly necessary to define 
exactly what it is you are arguing about. This oversight she 
therefore attempts to rectify by defining feminism very lucidly 
and precisely as " attempts of women to possess privileges {political, 
professional, economic, or other) which have previously been denied 
to them on account of their sex.” Now this, in our opinion, is not 
i nough. It is true that feminism involves these things en passant, 
and their denial is anti-feminist. But the mere throwing open to 
women of all privileges, political, professional, industrial, social, 
religious, in a social system designed by men for men is not going 
to carry us all the way to our feminist ideal. And what that 
ideal is, becomes clear when we define feminism as " the demand

THE PUBLIC HEALTH BILL.
By W. J. WOMERSLEY, M.P. for Grimsby.

The Public Health Bill, which has passed its third reading 
in the House of Commons, marks a new period in the history 
of local government in this country, and even in these days 
of keen political antagonism enjoys the support and blessing 
of all parties.

The Bill is really a Consolidating Bill, and consists of a collection 
of clauses which have been commonly allowed in local Acts 
passed since the last Consolidating Act .of 1907, but an attempt 
has been made to simplify the clauses and to bring them into 
a more suitable form for general legislation.

The Bill gives a wide range of powers to local ^authorities 
to deal with health matters, and many of the clauses are of 
special interest to that self-sacrificing band of women who are 
giving devoted service upon local committees dealing with 
the health and welfare of the women and children of the country. 
In the section relating to.streets and buildings, local authorities 
are given power to provide drinking fountains and seats.

The sanitary provisions give extended powers for dealing 
with many nuisances, and also with offensive tradesand businesses, 
whilst very drastic powers are conferred upon local authorities 
for dealing not only with verminous premises but also with 
verminous persons. Medical opinion is very decided in the 
fact that many infectious diseases are spread by vermin, and 
Medical Officers of Health will have power to deal effectively 
with this danger to the common good when this Bill becomes 
law.'

A clause which has received general approval gives county 
councils and local authorities power to make such arrangements 
as they may think necessary for. assisting in the prevention

1 We have not taken out a patent in this word, but we call our readers’ 
attention to the fact that it is our own invention.

2 We did not invent this phrase. We learned it from the Cinema.

FEMINISM ?
of women that the whole structure and movement of society shall 
reflect in a proportionate degree their experiences', their needs, 
and their aspirations.’’ For example, the feminist is not profoundly 
concerned with securing such modifications of the.National 
Sporting Club's rules as shall enable her to put a woman into the 
ring against Kid Lewis ; though if a woman arose who felt 
herself capable of beating Kid Lewis at his own game it would 
be an abominable piece of masculist tyranny to prevent her from 
trying to do it. She is, however, profoundly concerned with 
readjusting, the current standard of social values in such a way 
as to secure due recognition in deed as well as in word of an 
occupation—the occupation of motherhood—in which most 
women are at some time or another engaged, and which noman, 
however lengthy and strenuous his period of training, is capable 
of performing. Thus feminism has not merely a negative side, 
it has also a positive side. And as one by one the oldbarriers fall, 
and the old male monopolies are broken, the negative side 
becomes less important, the positive side more important. It 
was a long and painful business clearing away the barrier of 
disfranchisement and securing for women an equal voice and an 
established position in the counsels of the great political parties 
which determine the trend of legislation and the character of 
administration. And it is a job which is not finished yet. But it 
was, and is in the sense we have indicated, a manifestation of 
the negative aspect of feminism. It will doubtless be a still longer 
and more painful job to convince-those parties that women are 
not satisfied with the standard of human values which they find 
there, that the kind of work which is amenable to factory 
legislation and eight-hour days is not the only kind of work 
that is being done in the world, and that human life, though it 
cannot, like output of exchangeable property, be valued in money, 
has an equal claim, if not a superior claim, to be economically 
produced and legally protected. But such a job is, again in the 
sense we have already indicated, a manifestation of the positive 
side of feminism. But positive and negative are not quite the 
right words after all. There is not a feminist whose record dates 
back-to pre-suffrage days who is not well aware of the positive 
and constructive side of that greatest of feminist campaigns. 
Shall we substitute for " negative ” and " positive " the words 
" preparation " and “ fulfilment " ? 

of blindness. Already powers to assist blind persons are in 
.operation, but on the principle that prevention is better than 
cure these further powers are granted.

This is a most important matter, and if the local authorities 
throughout the country avail themselves of the privilege and 
carry out the scheme as outlined in the Bill many, children, will 
be saved from the terrible affliction of blindness.

Clauses for dealing with the scourge of tuberculosis are also 
included in the Bill and the medical members of Parliament 
have given unqualified support to these.

Clauses empowering local authorities to lay out grounds for 
sports and recreation grounds have had the powerful support 
of the Commons and Open Spaces Association.

These clauses are regarded as good for the health of the people, 
as they will give to all local authorities power to provide healthy 
outdoor recreation and entertainment for the people.

Clauses which were inserted at the request of the Royal 
Sanitary Institute allow Local authorities to arrange for the 
publication of information on questions of health or disease, 
and for the delivery of lectures and the display of pictures in 
which such questions are dealt with, and to defray the whole 
or a portion of the expenses so incurred.

Power is also given for the inspection and regulation of 
premises upon which the manufacture or sale of foodstuffs 
is carried on. The idea of this provision is to prevent. such 
businesses being carried on on dirty and insanitary premises. 
There are many other health matters dealt with in the Bill, 
and I- am proud to have had the honour of introducing the 
same into the House of Commons. Many of the clauses are 
adoptive and not compulsory, and I appeal to all those who have 
the interest of the health of the people at heart to urge the local 
authorities in their areas to adopt these provisions when the 
Bill becomes law.
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TWO SPRING VISITS TO PALESTINE, 1921, 
1922.

By MILLICENT GARRETT FAWCETT, G.B.E., J.P., LL.D.

Chapter XXVII.—What of THE FUTURE ?
This question is very much of a conundrum at present, and 

no one whose whole experience of the situation is limited to 
two short visits, can pretend to be confident how it should be 
answered. One is rather tempted, in-lieu of a reply, to quote 
the words of Banquo :

“ If you can look into the seeds of time.
And say which grains will grow and which will not.
Speak! ”

There are optimists and pessimists everywhere and I know 
I have to be on guard over my own unquenchable optimism, 
but I do think it is encouraging to find that optimism as to the 
future of Palestine under the British mandate is much more 
frequent than pessimism among those who are actually engaged 
in the hard and difficult task of setting up a civilized system of 
government and carrying it through all the perils of its infancy ; 
aiid this in a country which, for 400 years, has been under 
the corrupt and barbarous Turkish rule, and for more than 
2,000 years has had a series of military conquerors, and therefore 
none of the education and training which self-government 
affords. — ■ . • ' . . -----

The grounds of optimism have been indicated in what I have 
already written but I am tempted to try to draw up a sort of 
balance sheet and try to consider dispassionately the chances 
of a prosperous and happy future for a land which is so much 
beloved and reverenced all over the world.

Cr.
1. The substitution of 

an honest and upright ad- 
ministration based on the 
principles of representation, 
thus displacing the corrupt 
and corrupting tyranny of the 
Turks.

2. The high qualifica­
tions for the task they have 
undertaken shown by the 
High Commissioner and his 
chief advisers.

3 . The very great mental 
capacities of the Syrians as a 
race., whether Jew, Christian, 
or Arab, added to the fact 
that racially they are, speaking 
generally, identical.

4. The natural resources 
of the country, at present 
undeveloped.

■ 5. The genuine demand 
for education among the Arabs 
as well as among the Christians 
and Jews. _ #

6. The .growing improve­
ment in the position of 

Dr.
1. Poverty' widespread 

and intense ; - aggravated 
by few roads, few railways, 
and no good harbours.

2. The want of capital 
for developing the great 
natural resources of the 
country.

3. Ignorance so great 
among the masses of the 
people'that there is no fable 
so preposterous that it will 
not be believed if it fits in 
with preconceived notions.

4. The subjection of 
women, worst among the- 
Arabs, but very noticeable 
among non-Arabs also : thus 
materiallyreducing the 
number of effective citizens.

women.
I shall have something to say about the items in this balance 

sheet, but it is obvious at a glance that the overthrow of the 
Turkish Government and the substitution of an administration 
such as the present strengthens every item on the Credit side 
of the account and at the same time diminishes, some of the most 
important items, on the Debit side.

I have never met anyone with experience of Turkish rule 
who does not regard its overthrow as a good in itself. The 
crying material need of Palestine is for wisely used capital 
to develop its natural resources. The Turkish Government 
cut at the root of the accumulation and use of capital by depriving 
its owner of reasonable security that he would be allowed to 
enjoy its results. As Mr. Bailey says of Turkish methods in 
a recent volume1 of. essays : " Anyone who was visibly rich 
was instantly despoiled by the Government. . . Capital has not 
been accumulated because of the probability of its being con- 
fiscated, consequently the trading and manufacturing operations 
by which not merely the traders but their whole country would 
have been enriched have not come into existence.” Mr. Bailey

1 Political Ideas and Persons, p. 242.

is here not writing specifically of Palestine but of all tile regions 
of Western-Asia where, prior to 1917, the Turkish Government 
was in power. There is no exaggeration in this statement. 
It is a simple narrative of facts, the accuracy of which receives 
endless testimony in Palestine. I can give one example, told 
me by a resident of twenty-five years' standing. A native 
Syrian farmer, the possessor of a good olive orchard, receives 
a visitation from the tax collector, who informs him that he will 
be taxed on the possession of 120 olive trees : ■ the farmer 
expostulates that he has not 120 but only 80—the tax gatherer 
can come and count them. This prosaic suggestion meets 
with no response; except a repetition that the owner will be 
taxed on 120 trees, and that the collector and his retinue will 
squat on his land and live at his expense until the sum demanded 
has been paid. The farmer sees no possibility of escape, not 
only from the unjust tax but from a large indefinite increase 
of the cost to himself, and he has recourse to usurers to. enable 
him to pay the sum demanded, palpably unjust as it is, to enable 
him at any rate to get rid of his unwelcome guest.

In the place of this monstrous system of pillage, modified by 
baksheesh and-other forms of corruption, a civilized Government 
has been established. It is not always remembered how young 
this Government is. It came into existence on 1st July; 1920. 
The High Commissioner, Sir Herbert Samuel, almost immediately, 
i.e. from October 1st, 1920, had the assistance of an Advisory 
Council consisting of ten members of the Administration, and 
ten unofficial members of whom four were Moslems, three 
Christians, and three Jews : the non-official element was after- 
wards increased, the aim being to prepare the way for the 
ultimate goal, an elective representative Government. Nothing 
further in this direction could be done pending the confirmation 
of the Mandate of Great Britain in Palestine, and for almost 
exactly two years all the open and covert hostility to the National 
Home for the Jews was concentrated on preventing, or at least 
delaying, this confirmation. The opponents of the National 
Home succeeded in carrying a resolution in the House of Lords 
against it by 60 to 29 votes, on 21st June, 1922. All Lord 
Balfour’s prestige was not able to prevent this, although it 
being his first appearance in the Upper House and the subject 
one with which he was specially identified, this defeat could 
not be regarded as otherwise than a slight to him. However, 
the House of Commons quickly redressed the balance, and 
approval of the British Mandate in Palestine was carried there on 
4th July on a division by 292 to 35 or more than 8 to 1. A big 
majority in the House of Commons forms a sound foundation 
for further building, and the confirmation of the Mandate by the 
Council of the League was adopted unanimously just three weeks 
later.

GERMANY’S ADMISSION TO THE LEAGUE.
By A. G. MACDONELL.

A question which was often asked at the time of the German 
Presidential Election was : " Will Hindenburg’s election make 
Germany less likely to join the League of Nations ? ” and it is 
a question which is very difficult to answer. During the 
Presidential Election neither party put forward the League as 
a plank, either in favour or against it. Hindenburg therefore is 
not pledged against the League. The German Government did 
not change with the new President, and presumably its attitude 
is the same as it was before. It is fairly safe to say that while the 
election of Hindenburg has not. increased the chances of 
Germany's applying to join, yet it has not decreased them. 
The position of course will be altered if the old Field Marshal 
comes out with some rash and reactionary policy or speech. 
But so far, he has hardly opened his mouth in public. He will 
certainly be well advised to behave as Lord Kitchener always 
behaved, as a plain, blunt soldier who does not wish to interfere 
in politics..

This brings us back to the question why Germany has not 
already joined the League. When the League was first formed the 
Allies would not allow her to join. She had to show that she was 
going to carry out the Treaty of Versailles before she could apply 
to join. After two or three years it became clear that it would 
be to everyone's advantage if Germany joined. The difficulty 
then arose that the League cannot invite a country to join, while 
Germany was afraid to apply if there was a chance of being 
refused. She also would not apply until she was certain of being 
ranked as a Great Power with Britain, France, Italy, and Japan, 
and given a permanent seat on the League Council. The result 
of this was long diplomatic negotiations in secret until all the 

ten States represented on the Council had definitely promised 
not to oppose Germany’s admission to the League or her right to 
a permanent seat on the Council. Then the way seemed clear, 
but yet another complication appeared. One of the articles' of 
the Covenant pledges all members of the League to assist another 
member if it is attacked. Germany put up the following argument: 
" If Russia attacks Poland we should have to go to help Poland. 
We could not. do this because we have been disarmed by the 
Treaty. Therefore we could not fulfil our duty to the League. 
Furthermore, if French soldiers crossed Germany to help Poland 
we could not guarantee their safety from our people who dislike 
the French." So Germany asked to be excused from the duty 
of helping another member if attacked. But it is obviously 
impossible for the League to make exceptions. All members of 
the League have equal rights and equal duties. It is for this reason 
that the Allies in their last note to Germany stressed the 
impossibility of concluding a Pact with Germany until that 
country has joined the League and is shouldering the obligations 
of the Covenant. The world is now awaiting Germany’s answer. 
Will she accept the Protocol and register another milestone 
on the path of sanity ? Or will she refuse and with her refusal 
allow Pact, Security, and Europe to go tumbling back into the 
Slough of Despond ?

THE LAW AT WORK.
EQUAL MORAL STANDARD.

The Bill which Lady Astor introduced into the House of 
Commons last week, and the promise of a committee to inquire 
into the subject of solicitation, recall to our minds the question 
which forms the title of this article. It formed also the subject 
of a Conference of the British Commonwealth League last week 
at which speakers from-various countries in the Commonwealth 
dealt with it from different points of view. It is right that we 
should look at the equal moral standard from an international 
standpoint so that we may keep in mind that we need to apply 
the principle in the case of the coloured women of all nationalities 
just as strictly as we aspire to apply it in the ease of the white.

The position in Great Britain was dealt with by Miss Alison 
Neilans, who stressed the point that if there is to be an equal 
moral standard it is important that it should be a high one. 
Most people would agree that we were getting nearer to a single 
standard in this country : there is less professional prostitution ; 
in the streets of London at night there is-less obvious and glaring 
immorality than there was 20 or 30 years ago. This may be 
due partly to the fear of venereal disease which has been pressed 
upon the public mind by means of propaganda to such an extent 
that many men are reluctant to consort with regular prostitutes ; 
partly it may be due to a higher degree of comradeship between 
men and women which causes men to shrink from the sheer 
materialism of prostitution and • to find greater satisfaction 
in irregular intercourse with women with whom they have 
some mental companionship. It is probable, too, that a woman 
who resorts to occasional prostitution is less an outcast to-day 
than formerly, and therefore the line between the amateur 
and professional is less strictly drawn. Prostitution is an 
essential featlire of the double standard, and as we assimilate 
the standard of men and women it tends to diminish. Most 

' people would agree that no price was too high to pay for the 
lessening of so terrible and cruel a feature of social life, but at 
the same time we must urge how essential it is to see to it that 
we tend towards a high single standard and not a low one.

Some cases were quoted at the Conference to show how great 
is the temptation in all countries to treat a woman who is a 
prostitute with less than common justice, and -this always with 
a total ignoring of the men who to serve their own selfish ends 
have made her what she is. In Canada, for example, the age 
of consent is 18, but this protection is not extended to common 
prostitutes. When the age of consent was made 1.6 in this 
country there was the same attempt (happily unsuccessful) 
to exclude the child prostitute under that age from the protection 
of the law. Again, in some British Colonies the rule -is that 
no affiliation order shall be granted to a woman who is a prostitute 
even though she may have proved the paternity of her child. 
We know how in this country prostitutes are fined or sent to 
prison for street offences committed by them, and are in fact 
condemned as prostitutes though no such offence is known 
to the English law.

But the public conscience is aroused to-day against the 
unfairness of condemning these women for " soliciting to the 

annoyance of passengers ” without any evidence being produced 
from the person who is said to have been annoyed. As a result 
of this disapproval the numbers so charged are decreasing every, 
year. In Mr. Waddy’s book The Police Court and it's Work, which 
was reviewed in these columns recently, the figures for London 
are given as follows :—In 1921, 2,504 arrests for soliciting 
prostitution ; in .1922, 2,183 ; and in 1923, 538. This is not 
because in the last two years the state of the streets has so greatly 
improved, but because magistrates, stiffened by the opinion 
of the public and the Press, are reluctant to convict a woman 
on the sole word of a policeman, and the police either cannot 
or do not produce an independent witness. This is no remedy for 
the social evil, but it is a beginning in the work of securing to 
the prostitute the common justice which is her due and which 
she has never yet received.

REVIEW.
THE LITURGY IN ROME.

A new and revised edition of this book1 (which forms part of 
The Handbook to Christian and Ecclesiastical Rome by M. A. R. 
Tuker and Hope Malleson), has appeared in time for visitors to 
Rome in the " Holy Year ”. Those whose summer or autumn 
wanderings take them to other parts of Italy, to France, or 
Spain, will find it equally helpful and informing when they 
attend church functions in those countries. The reviewer 
had lately the experience of being asked half a dozen questions 
in a day which this book would have answered. Moreover, 
though planned so as to be a suitable handbook for use during 
the ceremonies, the scholarly tone and the wealth of historical 
knowledge shown in the treatment make the volume excellent 
reading for all who are in any way interested in liturgical matters. 
The Oriental rites to be seen in Rome are described, and in the 
appendix there is a list of the earliest accounts of the Christian 
liturgy, followed by special notes on the Ambrosian and other 
Western rites, and on those of Syria, Byzantium, and Alexandria, 
and by carefully compiled comparative tables. The excellent 
index completes the usefulness of a volume which comprises 
within its 300 pages the well-ordered results of learning. Not 
less evident than lie scholarship is Miss Taker’s close familiarity 
with the actual ceremonies described. F. de G. M.

WOMEN POLICE.
We would like to know more about the revolt at the Sheffield 

City Council over the question of women police. Apparently 
at a recent Council meeting. Councillor Mrs. Longden had 
succeeding in passing a motion in favour of four more women 
police in the teeth of the opposition of the Chairman of the Watch 
Committee. The Watch Committee, with two dissentients, 
ignored this decision, and stated that the Police Force Sub- 
Committee were of opinion that no additional police women were 
at present required. In moving the adoption of the minutes, 
the Chairman claimed that the Watch Committee had statutory 
authority to reject the recommendation of the Council. The 
Town Clerk, when asked for a legal ruling, stated that the Watch 
Committee had certain statutory powers over police control 
on which their decision was final. Ultimately, after a heated 
discussion, the minutes of the Watch Committee were rejected 
as a protest against their high-handed action.

GRANDMOTHERLY LEGISLATION.
A. storm which has arisen in the Liverpool War Pensions 

Committee beautifully illustrates the danger of certain clauses 
in the present Pensions Bill, against which so much criticism 
has appeared in these columns. It appears that the Committee 
or Sub-Committee which deals with delinquent war widows 
has for some time been protesting against the practice of the 
Ministry of Pensions of notifying the police of any complaint 
received, anonymously or otherwise, of a widow’s conduct and 
requiring them to investigate the charge. The result is that 
a perfectly innocent woman becomes subject to tire annoyance 
of a police visit and inquiries as to her relations with her meal 
lodgers or neighbours. The Liverpool Committee considers 
that its women members or women visitors are far more capable 
of investigating this soft of charge in a discreet and sympathetic 
fashion than a male policeman. Further, as was pointed out

1 The Liturgy in Rome, by M. A. R. Tuker. (A. & C. Black, 7s. 6d.)
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to a Press representative by a member of the Committee who 
is a magistrate, the practice of confiscating a widow s pension 
because of a moral lapse sometimes results in the widow living 
upon the children's pension, to the detriment of the latter. 
Opinions differ in the Committee as to whether forfeiture of 
pensions is justifiable in such cases, but there seems general 
agreement that the present procedure is objectionable.. This 
is significant, as clauses 6 and 21 in the present Bill are obviously 
modelled on war pensions procedure. Incidentally, the fact 
that the police are being used for such purposes all over the 
country—including the parts of it where there are probably 
no efficient committees with adequate representation of women— 
greatlystrengthensthealreadyoverwhelming'caseforwomen police.

THE METROPOLITAN ASYLUMS BOARD AND WOMEN
cooks.

We congratulate the Metropolitan Asylums Board on an 
innovation which will tend to dignify the science and art of 
cooking into a profession worthy of educated and highly qualified 
women. We read in The Times that the Board, holding the view 
that the inferior status in which domestic service is held is 
responsible for the dearth of domestic servants, proposes gradually 
to replace cooks and assistant cooks at its larger hospitals 
by kitchen superintendents and assistant superintendents. 
A kitchen superintendent will be paid a salary of £200 a year, 
rising to £220, and will be granted four weeks’ annual leave. 
We hope to hear more of this scheme. We hear a good deal of 
criticism of the food served in certain hospitals and the supple­
menting from patients' private resources which is sometimes 
required. In view of the importance of diet in the cure of 
disease this has always appeared to us unfortunate. This action 
on the part of the Metropolitan Asylums Board may have results 
which will spread beyond its own institutions. Every hospital, 
every residential institution indeed, and, not less, boarding schools 
of all kinds, should have properly qualified and adequately 
remunerated kitchen superintendents. We believe that in the 

appointments would be actually measures oflong run such 
economy.

ARBITRATION CAMP AI N AND PETITION TO THE BRITISH 
GOVERNMENT.

TEXT of the Petition.
« We the undersigned, with the Sixth Assembly of the League qf Nations 

in view,- urge the Government to accept forthwith, the principle of Arbitra­
tion in all international disputes and, as a first step, to sign at once the 
Clause for the obligatory submission [of certain classes of disputes to the 
Court of International Justice/’

Readers of the Woman’s LEADER will remember that the National 
Council for the Prevention of War and the League of Nations Union have 
been engaged upon a special Arbitration Campaign during the past two 
months, and in connexion with this a Petition, of which the text is given 
above, has been circulated and is being widely signed. The idea of the 
Petition came originally from the President of the Women’s International 
League, Mrs. H. M. Swanwick, and the W.I.L. has undertaken responsibility 
for getting into touch with women.

The work has been encouraging—even inspiring—and has proved that 
there is a large and growing body of opinion in this country that supports 
the principle of pacific settlement of international disputes and is ready 
for a decisive step forward on the road to peace. Workers who at first 

' hesitated to take petition forms, and doubted whether they could get 
the 25 signatures needed to complete one form, have found so ready 
a response that they are soon back for an additional supply.

The problem has been how to establish contact with the vast number of 
individuals necessary to make a Petition of effective proportions, and the 
ready help that has been given has been invaluable. On all hands we have 
come across the enthusiasm and enterprise that marked the later stages 
of the Suffrage movement, and it is interesting to find that so many of 
the keenest workers for peace served their apprenticeship in the suffrage 
cause. The same devotion, hopefulness, and confidence in the righteous- 
ness of the cause they are advocating animates them, and we are again 
using the same methods of reaching the people. Where we have branches 
we hear of open-air meetings, Petition shops are open, and door-to-door 
canvass is in progress. In country towns where there are isolated members 
a stall in the market is engaged, and buyer and seller pause in their business 
to give a thought to the question of peace. A worker in Darlington 
writes that she secured 600 signatures in less than a week, that 
the people were deeply interested in the Petition, that they read most 
carefully the posters with which the stall was decorated, took away 
leaflets, and in many cases went away to think about the matter, coming 
back later in the day to sign. Others carried forms back to their homes 
in the country, intending to bring back completed forms the following 
week.There are yet ten days in which this particular phase of the work can 
be-done, for the form must be returned to the National Council for the 
Prevention of War or to the League of Nations Union by 31st July. 
We will gladly send Petition forms and specimen of literature to any 
readers who apply to The Secretary, Women’s International League, 
55 Gower Street, W.C. 1.

JULY 17, 1925.

NATIONAL UNION OF SOCIETIES 
FOR EQUAL CITIZENSHIP.

Pr.sid.nt: Miss Eleanor Rathbone, C.C., J.P. Hon. Trtasurtr; Mrs. SODDY.
Parliamentary S.er.tary: Mrs. HUBBACK.

Offices : 15 Dean’s Yard, Westminster, S.W. 1.
Telephone : Victoria 6188.

GARDEN PARTY IN HONOUR OF DAME MILLICENT 
FAWCETT, G.B.E.

Among those who have promised to speak at the Garden 
Party to be held in honour of Dame Millicent Fawcett at Aubrey 
House on Thursday, 23rd July, are Viscountess Astor, M.P., the 
Lady Frances Balfour, Viscount Cecil of Chelwood (Parliamentary 
duties permitting), Mrs. Creighton, and Mrs. Oliver Strachey. 
Among the old friends of Dame Millicent’s who will be present 
are Captain Wedgwood -Benn, M.P., Lady Beilby, Dr. Janet 
Campbell, Mrs. George Cadbury, Lady Trustram Eve, Lord and 
Lady Emmott, the Right Hon. and Mrs. Arthur Henderson, 
Major Hills, J. Holford Knight, Esq., Lady Pollock, the 
Viscountess Rhondda, Dame Louise Samuel, D.B.E., 
Lady Shelley Rolls, Dr. Ethel Smyth, Mrs. Philip Snowden, and 
Dame Muriel Talbot. , , — ‘

The Entertainments Committee will be very grateful for any 
contributions of cakes, biscuits, etc., towards the tea. Will those 
who kindly contribute in this way specify the nature of their 
gift before 20th July, - to Mrs. Claude Taylor, 1 Pembroke 
Studios, W. 8, and send cakes, etc.', to Aubrey House, 1la 
Aubrey Walk, Kensington, W. 8, on the morning of 23rd July.

Tickets, price 2s. 6d., may be had from Lady Pares, 32 Belsize 
Park Gardens, N.W. 3, Mrs. Clement Davies, 11 Vicarage Gate, 
W. 8, or the Secretary, 15 Dean’s Yard, S.W. 1.

SUMMER SCHOOL.— 25th AUGUST 8th SEPTEMBER.
The following is a time-table of lectures to be held at the 

Summer School at St. Hilda’s Hall, Oxford: We should like to 
draw the attention of our readers to the exceptionally interesting 
subjects to be discussed. Application should be made to the 
Secretary, 15 Dean’s Yard, S.W. 1.

First Week.
26t) Aug.—Legal Aid for Poor Persons, Mrs. Rackham, J.P. Abolition 

of the Solicitation Laws, Mrs. Bethune-Baker, J.P. Liquor (Popular 
Control) Bill, Viscount Astor. ■

27th Aug.—-Treatment, Classification, and Psychology of Criminals, 
Mrs. L. Mesurier, R. Roper, Esq., Dr. Hamblin Smith. Capital 
Punishment, Miss Margery Fry, J.P.

28th Aug.—Recent Legislation on the Maintenance of Wives and Children, 
Miss Eleanor Rathbone, J.P. The Criminal Justice Bill. W. Clarke 
Hall, Esq., J.P. The Right of Private War, W. Arnold Forster, Esq.

29th Aug.—Smoke Abatement, Miss Marion Fitzgerald. The Licensing 
Laws, G. A. Bryson, Esq., J.P. Family Allowances, Miss Eleanor 
Rathbone, J.P. ', — — .

30th Aug-.—Women and the Ministry, Miss Picton-Turbervill. The Work 
of the International Labour Office, H. B. Butler, Esq C.B

31st Aug.—The Problem of Population, Professor Carr Saunders. 
Mrs. Stocks. Penal Reform and Experiments in other Countries, 
Mrs. Barrow Cadbury, J.P., Miss Margery Fry, J.P.

SECOND WEEK.

1st Sept.—Moneylending, Miss Caton. Women in Industry,. Miss Constance 
Smith. ' ' . ' . -

2nd Sept.—Restrictive Legislation of Women in Industry, Miss Helen 
Ward. The Function of Parties under Representative Government, 
Professor J. L. Stocks. . ■

3rd Sept.—Birth Control, Dr. Marie Stopes (in favour), Dr. Isabel Pulteney 
(against). The ideals of the Conservative Party. Dame Helen 
Gwynne-Vaughan, D.B.E. -d t,

4th Sept.—Social Insurance, J.L. Cohen, Esq. Widows’, Orphans’, and Old
Age Contributory Pensions Bill, Mrs. Hubback. The ideals of the 
Liberal Party, W. T. Layton, Esq. . -

5th Sept.—The Dawes Report and International Finance, W. T. Layton, 
Esq. Training for Social Work, Miss Macadam. The ideals of the 
Labour Party, H. N. Brailsford, Esq; -

6th Sept.—S&zwiiy. and the Pact, Mrs. W. T, Layton.
7th Sept.—The Carlisle Scheme of State Management of the Liquor Trade, 

Captain Reiss. Housing, Captain Reiss.

INSURANCE SERVICE FOR WOMEN.
Expert advice given on all classes of Insurance and Pensions. No fees payable. 

Miss KEY JONES, Organiser.

HALL & GLOVER, Incorporated Insurance Consultants, Bardon 
Chambers, LEEDS.
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THE BRITISH COMMONWEALTH LEAGUE CONFERENCE.
Although the B.C.L. for Equal Citizenship is still in its extreme youth— 

about two months old, as a matter of fact—it is a remarkable testimony 
to its infant vigour that one of the most intereting conferences of recent 
years was held under its auspices on 9th and 10th July at the Caxton Hall. 
Vital questions appertaining, to the Equal Citizenship of Women in the 
British Commonwealth of Nations were dealt with, and both British and 
Overseas women realized more and more as the conference proceeded how 
much they could learn from each other and how usefully they could co- 
operate to help where help is needed and to work together for our common 
aims. Mrs. Corbett, Ashby, President of the I.W.S.A., to whose able 
leadership the new League owes so much, presided at the opening session 
on the 9th, and a specially hearty welcome was given to that great states- 
man and old ally of the women’s movement, Viscount Cecil of Chelwood, 
who gave the conference a most able address on Imperial Co-operation. 
“Political Equality"—the subject of the following session, brought 
interesting speeches from Miss Ellen Wilkinson, M.P., and representatives 
from New Zealand (Miss Kane), Kenya Colony (Mrs. McGregor Ross), 
Irish Free State (Mrs. Despard), India (Mrs. Sen and Atiya Begum Fyzee 
Rahamin). Australia (Mrs. Jones), Bermuda (Captain Misick), South 
Africa (Mrs. Johnstone Scott).

The afternoon session, presided over by our good friend the 
Viscount Astor, saw the conference discussing'' An Equal Moral Standard," 
and from Miss Alison Neilans (Secretary of the Association for Moral and 
Social Hygiene) came a most interesting and comprehensive survey of 
such questions in the British Commonwealth, followed by contributions 
from India (Miss Lotika Basu), New Zealand (Miss England), Bermuda 
(Miss Seon), West Australia(Miss Birt). On the 10th, under the presidency 
of Mrs. Britomarte James, the Conference considered " The Nationality 
of Married Women."

The afternoon session, on " Economic Equality,” presided over by 
Viscountess Rhondda, brought contributions from Mrs. Oliver Strachey, 
Mr. Joshi, Miss Hamel Smith, MissCollisson, and Lady Chatterjee.

A very well attended luncheon was held between these sessions at the 
Criterion Restaurant, with our greatest leader, Dame Millicent Fawcett, 
C.B.E., in the Chair—the Guest of Honour—and speakers being the 
Rt. Hon. J. Ramsay MacDonald, M.P., the Viscountess Astor, M.P., 
Lord Meston, and Lady Chatterjee. Miss Collisson, to whose un- 
wearying work and organizing ability the undoubted success of the 
conference is clue,, rounded up the proceedings by an explanation of the 
aims and objects of the B.C.L., and an earnest appeal for support.

The office of the B.C.L. is at 17 Buckingham Street, Adelphi, W.C. 2 
(Telephone, Regent 4375).

On Monday a very successful garden party was held in the beautiful 
grounds of Bedford College for the members of the conference and friends, 
the speakers being Dame Millicent Fawcett, G.B.E., the Duchess of Atholl, 
M.P., and Miss Collisson.

CORRESPONDENCE.
STATE PURCHASE AT CARLISLE.

MADAM,—Having been absent from home, this is the first chance of 
replying to letters by R. L. Reiss and Mrs. Rackham, which appeared in 
your issue of 26th June.

In regard to the former’s inquiry—my knowledge comes not only 
from Government statistics, but also from friends—three of whom have 
made careful inspections of the State-owned houses at Carlisle this year, 
visiting many of the less well-known, and mingling unnoticed with the 
ordinary customers during evening hours. People on the spot are apt 
to merely compare their own area with itself in former days, and hastily 
conclude that the improvement made is unique, not being aware of the 
greater progress towards sobriety that has been made by other towns, and, 
when deputations are personally conducted on a tour of inspection, they 
are likely to see the most favourable houses and form their opinion 
accordingly—hence the advantage of informal and unexpected visits to 
those less often seen during evening hours.

Now that Government statistics for the past few years tell ag&^ist 
Carlisle, they are scornfully put aside by advocates of State Purchase, 
but Mr. Arthur Sherwell was formally reported as saying (when figures 
were more favourable to Carlisle) :" Taken over a term of years for a particular 
town where no change has been made in the policy of the Watch Committee, 
or of the Chief Constable, or of the Magistrates, the convictions for drunkenness 
do give an approximately true indication of the increase or diminution of 
drunkenness,r> and so long as it was thought they favoured nationalization 
they were confidently quoted by Sir Edgar Sanders (late General Manager 
of the Control Board) and other advocates.

As for the large profits, in spite of fewer houses, the accommodation in 
others has been increased, and large profits mean large sales, whether 
obtained from few or many houses, which confirms the statement that 
the sale of drink and drunkenness resulting is not necessarily lessened by 
closing some public-houses in an area if ifm} others are made'more attractive 
and apparently more respectable (especially as in the case of Carlisle, with its 
added prestige of State ownership). The Trade realized this fact when they 
offered to “improve some houses and scrap many others.” It is just a 
business proposition. The more perfect the spider’s web, the more flies it 
1s likely to catch.

No doubt meals are supplied at a few of the Carlisle improved public- 
houses, but Councillor Irving, of Workington, reported last year that he 
specially tested this point and found only eleven out of the fifty-seven 
actually provided food. When he inquired for it at the others, he was 
always referred elsewhere, and on 25 th April this year the Rev. Jeans 
Courtney, of Wigton, visited the St. Nicholas Arms (formerly Denman 
House, and then used by Trade Union and Temperance bodies, free from 
intoxicants, but turned into a drink shop by the Control Board), and when 
he asked for food, was only offered cheese and biscuits ! Is it because the 
profit from food is less than from alcohol that the supply of the former 
has gradually dwindled in the majority of houses that started by supplying 
it under Government ownership in Carlisle ?

In spite of assertions that the sale of drink is not pushed under State 
management, it is clear from the late General Manager’s letter of 3rd July,

1919, that sales have been a leading consideration, supplies to clubs of 
spirits and beer far exceeding the allowance nominally permitted, and it 
shows the sale of beer was pressed by this gentleman with all the keenness 
of an ordinary brewer.

Mrs. Rackham dwells much on the density of population in Carlisle as 
being a handicap for sobriety, but of the other county boroughs of England 
and Wales at least fifty-four of the more, sober boroughs were more densely 
crowded than Carlisle, yet a lower percentage of women were convicted of 
drunkenness for the three years 1921-23. " Young men and women are
apt to forget," as the Rev. Jeans Courtney remarks, " that sitting on a 
seat with G.R. marked on it does not make alcoholic liquors less 
intoxicating.”

MAISONS TOLEREES.
Madam,—In reply to Miss F. K. Powell’s letter, may I point out that 

Fiaux’s book on the maisons de tolerance was published nearly 40 years 
ago and that, so far as I am aware, there are no ‘ closed ” houses allowed 
in France to-day. Nor do I believe there is any evidence that France 

- - permits young girls to be shut up in these licensed houses.” So far as 
Strasburg is concerned, the women, far from being shut up in the houses, 
were rushing out, half-clad, into the streets telling the waiting queue 
of boy gymnasts (mostly aged between 16 and 18 and some of 13 to 15) 
to be " patient." That is what the State officially recognizes and permits 
when it allows rn/aisfms tolerees. Does it greatly matter whether the 
women in these houses are French or English ? The Abolitionist Federa­
tion is an international body and it gives us no particular satisfaction 
to know—if, indeed, it is true—that in French licensed houses there are 
now only Frenchwomen allowed.

Miss Powell seems to have missed the main point about the Strasburg 
scandal. May I emphasize it again ? By the French regulations, which 
lay down the conditions under which maisons tolerees may exist, no man 
under 18 is allowed to be received in such a house. The morals police 
were specially begged by citizens to enforce this order at Strasburg, yet 
for three nights not one policeman came near the street. Certain people 
have devised a new regulation—to prohibit the employment of foreign 
women in these houses—and France has accepted it. Does anyone who 
really knows the licensed house system suppose that this regulation is 
any more likely to be enforced than the one mentioned above if it proves 
inconvenient to any of the interests concerned ? Even if the regulation 
were effective, does Miss Powell seriously think that the exclusion of a few 
foreign women from licensed houses will destroy the houses ? France 
has gracefully yielded a point of no practical importance, but she has kept 
the licensed houses and the regulation system. To Abolitionists that is 
a defeat and not a victory.

I may add that the Woman’s Leader has kindly promised to publish 
next week some notes and a letter from this Association which deal in 
more detail with the question of the " foreign women ” regulation, which 
Hungary, Belgium, and France have adopted.

■ ALISON Neilans, 
Hon. Sec., Association for Moral and Social Hygiene.

WOMEN’S HOLIDAY FUND.
Madam,—Our appeal for the Women’s Holiday Fund this year is a very 

special one, as we are trying to raise enough money to buy a house in 
which to carry on efficiently that branch of our work which has hitherto 
been so eminently successful—-the Seaside Home for Mothers and Babies. 
This means an outlay which cannot be reckoned at less than (4,0 00.

If all those who are enjoying a holiday, or are eagerly looking forward 
to the moment when they can do so, will spare a small percentage of the 
money they propose to spend on. themselves for the sake of those who 
without their help will get no holiday at all, the money will soon be 
collected.

All contributions, great or small, will be gratefully acknowledged by 
our Secretary, Miss Cooper, Women’s Holiday Fund, 76 Denison House, 
Vauxhall Bridge Road, - S. W. 1.

Yours faithfully.
A. F. London.
MANUEL J. BIDWELL.
J. Scott Lidgett.
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A. Scott.

c

F. H. Champneys.
Helen A. POWNALL

(Chairman of Executive Committee).

The Faith of a Modern Churchman

CONFERENCE AT OXFORD 
24th to 31st ylugust. 

MEETINGS AT THE UNION.
Board and Lodging at Somerville and St. Hugh’s.

Further information from the Hon. Secretary, Miss Nussey, Upper Ewe 
Croft, Ilkley.

THE TOWN CRIER
The Magazine that helps to increase your income.

SEND FOR A FREE COPY.

THE MERCHANT ADVENTURERS, LTD.

190 Church Street, Kensington, W. 8.
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COMING EVENTS.

JULY 17, 1925.

GUILDHOUSE W.C.8.
JULY20. 3 p.m. Visit to Westminster Abbey.

INTERNATIONAL PRISON CONGRESS.
A UGUST 3-8. International Prison Congress in London. For particulars, apply Secretary 

to the Prison Commission, Home Office, Whitehall, S.W. I.

TYPEWRITING AND PRINTING, Etc

M McLachlan and n. whitwham—typists.—
4 Chapel Walks, Manchester. : 3402 City.

Typewriting executed promptly. Careful, intelligent 
work by expert lady. Very reasonable. terms.—Box 

1,176, Woman's Leader, 15 Dean’s Yard, Westminster, S.W.1.

TEMPLAR PRINTING WORKS, BIRMINGHAM 
SPECIALISTS IN WORK FOR NATIONAL 

SOCIETIES.
ENQUIRIES SOLICITED.

TO LET AND WANTED.

AYSGARTH, YORKS.—Board-residence in house well 
situated for exploring some of the most attractive moors 

and dales ; low terms May and June. — Miss Smith, Low Green 
House, Thoralby, Aysgarth.

Deal.—BOARD RESIDENCE. Sunny aspect; bathing 
from the house ; excellent cuisine ; separate tables; highly 

recommended ; terms moderate.— Mrs. Woodrooffe, Elgin 
Lodge, 32 Victoria Road.

HAMPSTEAD HEATH, near Golder’s Green Station.—
ROOM to let, furnished or unfurnished; service and 

meals available ; telephone ; use of bathroom; terms moderate.— 
Apply, Box 1,168, THE WOMAN’S LEADER, 15 Dean’s Yard, 
Westminster, S. W. I.

LAT to let in St. John’s Wood. Bedroom, parlour, bath- 
room, kitchen ;. newly decorated. Suit professional 

woman. Rent 100.— Miss Bell, 35 Abercorn Place.

COMFORTABLE BED-SITTING-ROOMS now vacant.
Pleasantly situated, overlooking gardens. Gas-fires, 

rings. Restaurant. Near tube and buses.—Telephone 1,201. 
Box 1,171, THE WOMAN’S LEADER, 15 Dean’s Yard, 
Westminster, S.W. 1.

O LET, unfurnished, two ROOMS in house on Embank- 
ment looking on river, S.W. 1. Rent £78 p.a., or 

separately £39 p.a. each. Also one room, St. George’s 
Square, S.W. 1, £42 p.a. Both houses bathrooms, telephones, 
restaurants. Rents include electric light. — Write, Box I, 70, 
THE WOMAN’S LEADER, 15 Dean’s Yard, Westminster, S.W. 1.

O LET, August, furnished FLAT; sitting-room, bedroom, 
kitchen, bathroom (constant hot water), restaurant; suit 

two; moderate.—Apply, I. S., 514 Clive Court, Maida Vale.

T. JOHN’S WOOD.— Unfurnished ROOM, with gas fire- 
ring, telephone, bath, kitchen ; 12s. 6d. Also well- 

furnished BED - SITTING - ROOM. — Box 1,173, THE 
WOMAN’S LEADER, 15 Dean’s Yard, Westminster, S. W. 1.

ARLEY STREET (near). — BEDROOM, partial board, 
for worker ; gas-fire ; lady’s quiet house ; stamp. — 

Box 1,174, THE WOMAN’S LEADER, 15 Dean’s Yard, 
Westminster, S.W. 1.

PROFESSIONAL NURSE wants to rent an UNFUR-
N I SHED ROOM, where there is a telephone and other 

workers. Swiss Cottage or Westbourne Grove district. Rent
moderate.— Box
Yard, Westminster, S.W.

THE WOMAN’S LEADER, 15 Dean’s

O LET (unfurnished), overlooking Battersea Park, FLAT, 
containing large sitting-room, 2 bedrooms, kitchen, and 

use of bathroom.—Box 1,177, THE WOMAN’S LEADER, 15 Dean’s 
Yard, Westminster, S. W. 1.

N FURNISHED ROOM TO LET, W.C. district. Three
windows overlooking gardens. Use of kitchen and bath- 

room. £1 weekly. Attendance available.— Box 1,178, THE 
WOMAN’S LEADER, 15 Dean’s Yard, Westminster, S.W. 1.

O LET, furnished, 4 weeks between Ist Aug. and 12th Sept., 
650 ft. up, Betchworth Hill, Surrey, tiny BUNGALOW ;

3 rooms, good verandah, kitchen; Elsan, splendid view; 
3 good beds ; £2 2s. per week. — Apply, C. Macmillan,

NATIONAL UNION OF SOCIETIES FOR EQUAL CITIZENSHIP.
fULY 4.40 p.m. Garden Party in honour of Dame Millicent Fawcett, G.B.E., at

Aubrey House, Ira Aubrey Walk, Kensington, W. 8 (by kind permission of the Misses 
Alexander). o - T

A UGUST 2<;-SEPTEMBER 8.— Summer School For Magistrates and Cuzensat St. Hilda’s 
Hall, Oxford. For particulars apply Secretary, N.U.S.E.C., 15 Dean sYard, Westminster, S.Wa.

Croydon w.C.A. JULY 29. Miss Beaumont on "All-in Insurance."

Quiet country DISTRICT.—Self-contained FLAT, 
attractively furnished, 2-3 bed, 1-2 sitting; bath, kitchen, 

electricity, gas. Telephone. Bl uthner grand. Lovely views. 
Use garden. Good bus, train service. Plate, linen. Daly 
help. End July-mid. September. Four guineas or good 
offer. — Write Marriott, 29 Sydenham Hill, S.E.

Fellowship services, Guildhouse, Eccleston
Square, S.W. i. Sunday, 19th July, 6.30 p.m., Dr. 

Herbert Gray.

POSTS VACANT.

TO PARENTS AND GUARDIANS.—A few vacancies 
in September in attractive house opened at 100 Grosvenor 

Road, Westminster, for girl students and women workers 
requiring a London home. Supervision if required by trained 
educationists.—Apply, 100 Grosvenor Road, .S.W. 1.

ANTED, in middle August, married couple or two friends 
as COOK and PARLOURMAID for small womens 

hostel in London (only 12) ; £85 to £oo p.a—— Box 1,172, THE 
Woman's Leader, 15 Dean’s Yard, Westminster, S.W. 1.

CHARGES FOR PREPAID CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISEMENTS.

INSERTIONS.

OCIAI. WORKER requires post by September next as
Club Leader or General Organiser. Settlemen t and secre- 

tarial training.—c/o Warden, 132 Newport Road, Middles- 
brough, Yorks.

ADY, willing to give assistance, light duties and companion- 
ship, for comfortable home for winter from September. 

Country, south. — Miss Sharpe, 4 Belmont Villas, Leicester.

12 Words
18 6
24
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One. Three.

PROFESSIONAL.

INCOME TAX RECOVERED AND ADJUSTED. 
1 Consult Miss H. M. Baker, 275 High Holborn, W.C. 1. 
Income Tax Returns, Super Tax Returns, Repayment Claims 
of all descriptions. Telephone: Holborn 377.

FOR SALE AND WANTED.

SALE.—LINEN HUCKABACK TOWELS — White Irish 
linen hemstitched huckaback towels, real good quality which 

we can recommend. Large size, 24 X 40 in., four towels for 
12s. 6d. Special cheap lot of fine quality linen huckaback 
hemstitched guest towels, size 15x22 in., four towels for 3s.id. 
or IIs. 6d. per dozen. Write for complete Summer Sale List— 
TO-DAY.—HUTTON'S, 41 Main Street, Larne, Ulster.

HE “OLIO" RECIPE BOOK cannot be beaten for 
Reliability, Cheapness, Goodness. Edition XIV enlarged 

to 1,776 Recipes and Hints. Paper as. 6d., cloth 45. All 
Booksellers.

SECOND-HAND CLOTHING wanted to buy for cash ;
costumes, skirts, boots, underclothes, curtains, lounge 

suits, trousers, and children’s clothing of every description ; 
parcels sent will be valued and cash sent by return.— 
Mrs. Russell, 100 Raby Street, Newcastle-on-Tyne. (Stamped
addressed envelope for reply.)

DRESS.

ROCKIITS." Mrs. Elborough, c/o Madame SAra, 163 
Ebury Street (5 min. Victoria Station). Tel., Ken. 3947. 

Children's Dresses of original and practical design. Coats, Caps, 
etc., etc. Smocks a speciality. Fancy Dresses. Open daily 
(Saturdays excepted) 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

| A CE. — All kinds mended, cleaned and restored; 
— embroidery undertaken; church work, monograms, 
initials.— Beatrice, Box 1,141, THE WOMAN’S LEADER, 
15 Dean’s Yard, Westminster, S.W. 1.

ANNOUNCEMENTS.

I ONDON SOCIETY FOR WOMEN'S SERVICE, 
— 35 Marsham Street, Westminster. Secretary, Miss P.

• Strachey. Information Bureau. Interviews, 10 to 1, except 
Saturdays. Members’ Centre open daily. Restaurant open 
to 7.30 (not Saturdays).
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per word.
PostalPayment may be made by postage stamps.

Orders and Cheques should be drawn to The Common
Cause Publishing Co., and crossed.

If a copy of the paper is required, postage should be 

sent.
Persons using a Box Office Number and requiring 

replies to be forwarded by post must send sixpence to 
cover expenses.

NATIONAL UNION OF SOCIETIES 
FOR EQUAL CITIZENSHIP,

15 DEAN’S YARD, LONDON, S.W. 1.

Edward Wright & Cavendish 
Bentinck Lending Libraries.
These libraries contain some three
thousand volumes, including sections on 
current political, economic and social matters 
of special interest to women as citizens, as 
well as a historical section of the Women’s 
Movement, which dates back to the 15th 
Century. Boxes containing approximately 
20 books are available for Societies, Study 
Circles, etc. 

SCALES OF CHARGES.

For individuals, 1 Os. 6d. per annum for two volumes 
at a time, or 4d. per volume per week.

For Societies of the N.U.S.E.C., £ 1 1s. per annum, 
or 7s. 6d. per box of books for three months.

For Societies other than those of the N.U.S.E.C., 
30s. per annum, or 10s. 6d. per box of books.

Inquiries should be addressed to the Honorary 
Librarian^ at the above address.

The Woman's Leader can be supplied direct from this Office for lid
postage. Send 6/6 to the Manager, WOMAN’S Leader, 15 Dean’s Yard,

including

Westminster, S.W. 1, and the
paper will be sent to you at any address for a whole year. Persuade your friends to do the same

Please send The WOMAN’S LEADER to me tor twelve months. I enclose
Name.

Address

616.

Printed by STEPIIEN AUSTIN & Sons, LTD., 5 Fore Street, Hertford, for the Proprietors AND PUBLISHERS, THE COMMON CAUSE Publishing Co., LTD., 15 Dean’s Yard, Westminster, S.W. 1 
to whom all communications should be addressed.


