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24 Thorburn Square,

Bermonds ey, S.E.

26 / 7 / 1916.

Dear Lansbury»

I have just been re-reading my article of this week and I 

feel that I owe you a debt of thanks. (Don’t think this is writ 

sarcastic, because it isn’t; I suppose I ought to be annoyed about 

your excisions, but I am not.) What strikes me about the article 

is its restraint, as compared with what I might have written on the 

same subject a couple of years ago. The style is better;the 

spirit is better.
1

The old Adam dies hard, I know, but it looks as though the 

milk of human kindness has taken the place of vitriol and this 4 
I owe to you. That’s why I feel impelled to write you this note. 

We shall never take exactly the same view of affirs, perhaps, but 

I think you ought to know - you who think that I’m quite an 

irresponsible person! - that this restraint, this by no means thorou 

inoculation of Christian charity, is due to yourself. You are 

somewhat disturbing with your simplicity. You make me doubt not 

only the cleverness of other " clever" people but even my own 

cleverness. I can’t quite understand it - I don’t suppose I shall 

understand it this side of the grave - but I felt that I ovghtto 

tell you.

Forgive my wasting your time like this but A feel heaps 

better for it!

Sincerely yours,



AWWW/IA

Guroth,woll. et
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Telegrama: —
" Increcoa Westrand, Len lon.

Telephone Gerrard 2181

Waller
14 Buckingham street_

Strand
London W C

Mr George Lansbury,
103 St Stephen’s Road, 

North Bow, E.

August 11th 1916

Dear George,

My mind keeps reverting to our little talk the other day 
when I handed hack to you the letter you gave me to read.

I am afraidyou think me a cantankerous ‘cuss' who dealt in whole- 
sale denunciations, and who was not constructively helpful. I think 
my real failing is that, after all these years of trying and hoping, I 
am impatient of anything that does not at once crystalize into action.

1 repeat to myself almost daily that we must live our ideals, or 
live them as nearly as all the surrounding restrictions of our present 
system will allow.

When I stop to think, I know - and you know • that we can really 
expect very little from our Cabinet Ministers and M. P.'s. They - poor 
devils - at any rate, many of them, go to the House expecting to be able 
to do something to better the lives of the masses, and find, when they 
get there, that they are up against the same barriers that encircle the 
poor workers: and most of them settle down at playing the tune their pay
masters - land monopoly and special privilege - call I

The people or class one mustMget at", reform or build up a new con
science in, and wake up to real consciousness of the terrible injustice 
in the world, is the class that lives a life of luxury, comfort and 
leisure through being able to live on the life-blood of the workers. I 
judge that many of our administrators would gladly welcome a change that 
would make their job a real and possible one; and honest, instead of dis
honest. At present, they are given, or take, jobs that God Almighty 
himself could not "make good" at without the restrictive barriers being 
first broken down. •

Individuals can do very little, if anything, in face of the out-of
sight, but ever-present power of the parasitic class that dominates the 
world. The terrible thing is that the parasitic class does not call 
itself parasitic: does not realise the awful injusticesimi perpetuates.

I take it that it is our job to make that class feel that they are 
only entitled to what they earn by their own effort of brain or muscle. 
We must capture that class - both of land and special privilege - to our 
faith !

I have of late been thinking very much about our English agricultur
al

1



agricultural question, and this war has forced upon me more than ever 
the fact that agriculture and all the fresh, clean,healthy life that 

- agriculture should stand for is more vital to this and all nations than 
the nations seem to recognise*

Joe, you and I have had some experience in attempting to improve 
+ the conditions of country life and work. Our attempts have been more 

or less failures because of the necessarily incomplete surrounding con
ditions; in other words, they have been restricted, and did not contain 
what one might call a full unit of country life. I have thought for 
some time that, to get a really complete and successful agricultural ex
periment, it would be necessary to have, say, from 3,000 to 5,000 acres 
of land on which is already established one or more villages with a good 
railway service. With such a laboratory unselfishly handled, and with 
proper organization, we ought to be able to make conditions of life in 
the country such as would tend to call labour to the land, instead of 
sending it flying to the towns !

Sir Horace Plunkett, I think, sees many possibilities in this di
rection. Only by such an experiment would it be possible to get the 
maximum benefits of work and social intercourse.

From what I have said above, you may think that I am going back on 
/the case for the taxation of land values. I don’t think I am. It is 

the realization of all these things, and of the need for us all working - 
| in any direction where we see the light that will, in my opinion, make 

- the principle of the taxation of land values easier of fulfilment. As 
you will remember, Henry George said - "It has the qualities of a true 

( reform, for it will make all other reforms easier”. I say, and con- 
| versely, all attempts at other reforms make the taxation of land values 
\ easier of realization. 2

. Yours -00/A Coo2—
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TE LEG RAMS, 
tayinloan. \hsmo SAJer % BALLURE, .

-maxarseorodin*"" 
TAYINLOAN, 

ARGYLLSHIRE, 

as from Bishopthorpe, YORK.

Sept. 20th, 1916. 

Private. ' c

My dear Lansbury,

I am ashamed to find that I never acknowledged the 

little book you sent me by Miles Malleson. I read it with great 

interest. You know I cannot agree with the attitude he takes 

about our duty in regard to the war. But I do heartily agree with 

him that the war has come as a judgement upon nineteenth century 
c 

civilization and that after its searching disipline we must all set 

to work to uphold and work for a higher ideal of the common life of 

the nation. I am much interested to hear that you are coming to 

Hull. I hope I may be able to be present but I have other engagements 

made before I knew about your meeting, which may make it impossible. 

If you can put some Christian idealism into the men of Hull you 

will do a good work.
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