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ANFIDENTIAL LEAGUE OF NaTIONS UNION La 12-6.36. ,

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE HELD
AT 14, GROSVENOR CRESCENT, LONDON, S.W. 1., ON THURSDAY, 

JUNE 11TH, 1936 AT 10.4$ A.M.

PRESENT: Professor Gilbert Murray (in the Chair), Lord ,
Allen, Sir Norman Angell, Miss Joyce Ansell, ,
P.J. Noel Baker, Lady Violet Bonham Carter, 
F.M. Burris, Major Anthony Buxton, Captain 
V.A. Cazalet, the Dean of Chichester, Admiral 
Drury-Lowe, Mrs. Dugdale, Miss Philippa 
Fawcett, Lady Hall, Sir John Harris, Dr. C.i.
Kimmins, Lady Layton, Lord Lytton, G. Ie M.
Mander, Mark Patrick, Lord Rhayader, Councillor | 
Shaw, Nowell Smith, Lord Wakehurst, Professor 
C.K. Webster, Mrs. Wilson-Fox, L.M. Wynch, 
together with the Secretary and the Deputy 
Secretary.

167. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from L.J. Cadbury, 
Lord Cecil, Sir Austen Chamberlain, Mrs. Corbett Ashby, |
Miss K.D. Courtney, Captain L.H. Green, General Temperley 
and Sir Alfred Zimmer n. I

168. REPORT OF COMMITTEE: i I
Finance Committee. (Professor Murray reported) I
Subject to the following decision on Minute 61, the I
Minutes of the Committee dated June 9th, 1936 were I
approved and adopted. I

/These Minutes included (57) Minutes; (58) 1
Financial Statement; (>9) Conditions to be I
fulfilled before salary Cuts Cun be Restored or I
Officers Reinstated; (60) Staff; (61) Composition I 
of Committee; (62) Auditor’s Fees; (63) Proposed | I 
Fund for New Film; (o4) Hlf-Yearly Revision of I
Wages and Salaries; (6>) No. 6 and No. 15a, I
Grosvenor Crescent; (66) Passing of Cneques for 1
Payment./ I

On Minute 61 - Composition of Committee, it was I

RESOLVED: (1) That members of the Executive who wish I
to suggest the names of other persons for a 
appointment to the Finance Committee be I 
asked to send such names in writing to I
the Secretary. I

(2) That it be left to the Secretary, in I
consultation with the Chairman, to invite I 
four persons from among the names |
suggested to join the Finance Committee. I

169* BRANCH RESOLUTIONS. Ta Executive received resolutions I
from the London Council of the Auxiliary Movement, the I
Penzance Branch, the Sussex Federal Council and the King I
Alfred’s College, Winchester, Branch of the B.U.L.N.S. I
It was P.T.O. 9
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RESOLVED: (1) That the London Council of the Auxiliary 
Movement be thanked for their resolution, 
and that they be invited to consider 
taking action on the lines suggested in 
Lord Cecil’s circular letter to Branch 
Secretaries of 27th May.

(2) That the Penzance Eranch and the King 
Alfred’s College, Winchester, Branch of 
the B.U.L.N.S. be thanked for their resolu­
tions .

(3) That the Sussex Federal Council be thanked 
for their resolutions and that, in regard 
to paragraph (2) the Secretary be asked to 
reply on the lines of the Executive’s dis­
cussion on the subject.

170. MINUTES. Subject to the following report and decision 
on Minutes 152(e) abd 156, the Minutes of the Committee 
dated May 28th, 1936 were confirmed as circulated.

On Minute 152(e) — 49 - Union Finances, the Chairman 
reported the receipt of a further communication dated 
June 10th from Dame Adelaide Livingstone, reminding him 
of the letter she had sent to him on May 29th in which 
she had offered her services to the Union free of 
charge

"until such time as the funds permit of a reinstate­
ment of cuts. It is, of course, understood that 
no new activity will be undertaken until this has 
happened.”

It was

RESOLVED: That Dame Adelaide Livingstone’s letters of 
May 29th and June 10th, together with the 
decisions contained in paragraphs 2(a) and 
(b) of the Executive’s Minute of Muy 28th 
(152 (c) 49) be referred to the Office Com­
mittee for consideration and report.

Off Minute 156 — (c) - Visit of Emperor of Ethiopia, 
the Chairman reported that in accordance with the 
Executive’s request he had sent a message of sympathy 
and welcome to the Emperor. He read to the Committee 
the following reply:

Please convey my sincere thanks League of 
Nations Union for their kind message of 
Sympathy and express my high esteem for their 
noble efforts in favour international justice 
and peace.

Haile Selassie.
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Ine Secretary reported that the Union had arranged 
for a Luncheon in honour of the Emperor to tie held 
at Grosvenor House on thau day (June 11th). More 
than two hundred and fifty persons would be present

The Secretary drew the attention of the Committee 
to a pamphlet entitled THE TRAGEDY OF ABYSSINIA which 
had been published by the Union at the instance and 
at the expense of Miss Eleanor Rathbone and of which 
she had sent copies to Members of Parliament. The 
pamphlet included recent expressions of feeling and 
opinion by British men and women in letters, articles, 
resolutions, speeches and cartoons.

171.

172.

173-

UNION FINANCES - SECRETARY’S REPORT ON ACTION TAKEN, 
The Secretary reported that two members of the Intelligence 
section, Mr. Macartney and Mr. Birch, had tendered their 
resignations from the Union, Mr. Macartney on election to 
an All Souls Fellowship at Oxford and Mr. Birch on obtain­
ing an appointment at Hollywood. Mr. Macartney’s resigna­
tion would take effect on July 25th and Mr. Birch’s on 
July 9th. The Office Committee had been asked to con­
sider a proposal by the Finance Committee in this connec­
tion. Another member of the Union's staff had accepted 
an appointment with the International Peace Campaign.

MINORITIES COMMIT!EE. On the motion of Major Buxton it

RESOLVED: That Mr. Macartney be invited to become a 
member of the Minorities Committee on the 
termination of his appointment as an officer 
of the Union.

AITBIBUTABLE TO THE APPLICATION 
1QN8» The Chairman reported enquiries 

-- yne Association of British Importers from Italy and 
nom.Mre N-dhar regarding the Union’s attitude on the 

Huei-o.O compensatioh for losses attributable to the 
ISh--cat-on 0 economic sanctions. The Executive were 
..luaed of the resolution passed by the Economic Com- 

March 29th, 1935 for the information of the 
but not for publication. After discussion it

mittee on 
Executive 
was

RESOLVED: That the Association of British Importers from 
Italy and Mr. V.J. Nadhar be informed that the 
Executive Committee has received the following 
resolution of its Economic Committee dated March 
29th, 1935:

The Economic Committee,

In view of the fact that the losses, in 
which different interests and economic groups 
might be involved by the use of economic 
pressure as an international sanction, would 
be very unequally distributed, and that they 
would be incurred on behalf of peace and to 
safeguard the nation as a whole against the 
incomparably greater losses of war, po
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Considers that losses clearly attributable 
to the application of economic sanctions 
should be compensated on an equitable basis 
by the community. The Committee is also of 
opinion that, if practicable, exceptional 
profits likewise. attributable to the sanctions 
regime should contribute to such compensation. 
The object is to secure that the sacrifices 
should be spread as fairly as possible.

that the Committee is sympathetic to the 
principle involved and has consulted the Board 
of Trade regarding its practicability."

174. BUSINESS OF THE EXECUTIVE CQvlMITTEE. The Committee con­
sidered a memorandum by Mr. Nowell Smith (S.G.8279) 
regarding the business of the Executive. Ine Chairman 
reminded the Committee of the decision contained in 
Minute 127 of April 30th that "as an experiment the 
Executive shall not take any controversial decision 
after 1.15 p.m. at a morning meeting unless there are 
at least twenty members present". It was

RESOLVED: That Mr. Nowell Smith be thanked for his memo- 
raudum; and that the Executive will bear in 
mind his suggestion, that, when an important 
question of policy has to be decided by the 
Committee, it should be debated fully by the 
Executive at one meeting and a decision taken 
at the following meeting.

75. ANNUAL MEETING OF GENERAL JXFTNGTP.. The Executive had 
4,-or- them the Final Agenda for the Annual Meeting of 
•he. General Council to be held in Scarborough from June 19th to 23rd. It was

RESOLVED: That the persons named below be invited to 
take charge of the following items in the 
Council’s Agenda, and that the following 
decisions be taken in regard to those items:

II .and III_.-----Procedure. Professor Murray.

."That.in the event of the recommendations in 
Appendix I of the Final Agenda being agreed, 
the Council be recommended to appoint Miss 
Courtney as the third member of the Procedure 
Committee.

IVe—MWjes of last meeting and Executive's report on 
action taken. Professor Murray.

Y ------£Xes^ntation of Annual Report. Professor Murray.

V L------ Roll_C-11. The Secretary of the Union.

— — —--SLection of Officers. Mr. Leonard Behrens of 
Manchester.
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VIII.----ElectionofExecuti ve_Commi ttee. Mr. Pritchard 
of London.

IX. Cooptstionsto General Council. Mr. Green of 
Skipton.

"That Sir Josiah Stamp be proposed for election 
as a Vice-President of the Union.•

X. _The Union's' Affairs.

1 .—PlaceofAnnual Meeting in 1937. Mr, Minto 
Liverpool.

2 .—£Xesentcj/tipn__of Audited Balance Sheet. Mr.
and Sir John Mann.

of

Syrett

3—TheUnion’ Budget. Clift of Manchester 
Sir John Mann.

and

——~ QQ-Pinance_s. Sir Arthur Haworth.
1=—Metj^cLof-glectlng.the Executive Committee. 

Professor Murray. ---------------

6.—Posters, sir Norman Angell.

Z.— Publications by Local orsanisations. Admiral
P ury-howe: t0 move the Executive's motion and 
to oppose the amendment of the Hull Branch.

CL.—Motions on World Affairs.

Peyelnaent_of_ the League of N-tions.
,1 •°e- baker: • To move the Executive’s motion 
and.to oppose the motion of the Ecsex Federal -vunclLo

9

11

12.

of 10. Collective Security.-ord Allen and Sir Norman Angell,

"That.the Procedure eommittee be asked to draft 
motamendme nt to motion 9 so as to make it embody 
motion 10 and the amendments proposed thereto."

-Tribunal-in Equity. Lord Cecil.

"phat.Lord Allen.be asked to consult with the 
of °cedure committee and with the representative 
or.the.elsh.National Council with a view to In- 
corporating the substance of the Welsh National 
on tboL” motion in the Executive's motion (No. 9) 
on the Prevention of war."

Ttelveand.Adyssinia. Lord Lytton: to support the 
amendment and to deal with the amend- 

“ent of the Oxford City Branch at his discretion.
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•That the Procedure Committee be asked to 
consider the possibility of combining the 
motions of -the Edinburgh Branch and the 
Waterloo and Crosby Branch with that of 
the Executive Committee."

13 . Refugees. Sir Archibald Sinclair.

"Inat the Procedure Committee be asked to 
consider the possibility of combining the 
motion of the East of Scotland District 
with that of the Executive Committee."

14 .__ Over-Population and Raw Materials. Sir Norman
Angell

15 .—Ratification of International Labour Conventions. 
Lady Hall. '

16 .__ Reduction of Hours of Work. Mr. Leslie or Mr.
Walkden

17 .—of Minister of Labour at International 
Labour Conference. Mr. Walkden, Mr. Leslie or 
Lady Hall.

18 .—Proposed International Conference. Lord Cecil; 
to oppose.

19 .—Re-armament. Professor Murray. To propose the
Executive’s motion and to move the substitution 
of the words ‘plan for increasing armaments' for 
the words ’re-armament plan’ in the second line 
of the third paragraph.

That the Sheffield Brunch and the Cheshire 
District Council be invited to withdraw 
their motions in view of the Executive’s 
motions on Re-armament and on the Prevention 
of War, neither of which was printed on the 
Preliminary Agenda.

20 .—International Police Force. Lord Allen: to remind 
the Council of the resolution adopted at Cambridge 
in June, 1935, and to move the previous question.

21,—sksret Agreements between Governments. Lady 
Layton.

22 .—International Negotiations Outside the L^^au. 
Lady Layton.

"That the Worthing Branch and the Cambridge 
University Brunch be invited to withdraw 
their motions (21 and 22) in favour of the 
statement on International Negotiations 
outside the League printed in Appendix 2 of 
the Final Agenda.®
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23. The R.r East. Lord Lytton: to move that the 

motion of the Worthing Branch be referred for 
consideration by the Mandates Committee of 
the Union.

24. Observance of Treaties. Professor Murray: to 
oppose.

176. NATIONAL PETITION FOB THE RETENTION ^0 STRENGTHENING OF 
THE LEAGUE OF NaTIONS. The Secretary reported a memo­
randum from the Bury Branch, suggesting that the Union 
should organise a National Petition for the Retention 
and Strengthening of the League of Nations and that the 
proposal should be considered at the Conference of Branch 
Secretaries and Workers to be held in connection with 
the Scarborough meeting of the General Council. It was 

RESOLVED: That the proposal of the Bury Branch be con­
sidered at the Conference of Branch Workers 
and Secretaries; but that, while the memorandum 
prepared by the Bury Branch be not circulated 
beforehand to delegates attending the Council, 
the Bury Branch be informed that the Executive 
sees no objection to their making copies 
available for members at the Conference.

177. CO-OPTaTIONS TO EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE FOR 1936/37. Iu was

RESOLVED: That the Co-optations Sub-Committee be asked 
to meet at 12 noon on Tuesday, June 16th for 
the purpose of considering and recommending the 
names of not more than twenty persons for co­
optation by the thirty elected members of the 
Executive at their meeting on July 2nd.

178. ADJOURNMENT. It was ■

RESOLVED: That the remaining items on the agenda be 
adjourned for consideration at the next meeting 
of the Committee on June 18th.
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MINUTES OF A Ma.TII OF rHE EXSCUTTVS COMMIrTEG HELD 
AT 14, GROSVENOR CRESCENT, LONDON, S.W.I. ON THURSDAY, 

JUNE 18 th, 1936 al 11 a.M.

PRESENT: Lord Cecil, followed by Professor Murray 
(In the Chair), Miss Joyce Ansell, 
W. Arnold -Forster , M. Barkway, Major Anthony 
Buxton, Captain V.A. Cazalet, Miss Courtney, 
Admiral Drury-Lowe, Mrs. Dugdale, Miss Fawcett 
Sir John Harris, Sir Arthur Haworth, Dr. C.W. 
Kimmins, G. Ie M. Mander, Nark Patrick, 
No wen Smith, Professor C. K. Weostor, 
Mrs. Wilson-Fox, L.M. Wynch, together with 
the Secretary and the Deputy Secretary.

179. fPOUyiwS FOR ABSENCE were received from L.J. Cadbury, 
the Dean of Onlchester, Mrs. Corbett Ashby, F.M. Burris. 
Captain Green, Sir Archibald Sinclair, General 
Temperley, and Sir Alfred Zimmern.

180. REPBRTS OF COMMITTEES.

(&.) Minorities Committee (Major Buxton reported) 
Subject to the following decision on minute 10, 
the minutes of the Comnittee dated June 10th, 
1936, were approved and adopted.

ZThese.minutes.inoluded: (10) The Views of 
u8sti8hpnelij1S8cP9rarysinornene-e8mHte 

pn Minute 10 - The Views of the Nationalities 
Congress on the Minorities Question, it was
RESOLVED: That this minute he received, and 

that the report of the discussion 
contained in the minute be com­
municated privately to the Foreign 
Office

(b) ameals Committee. (The Secretary reported) 
The Minutes of the Comittee dated June 10th. 
1936, were approved and adopted.

ZThese minutes included: (5) Minutes;
(6) Campaign for More Members and Money;
(7) Staff of Appeals Department; (8) 
Lecacies./

(c) Branches Committee. Subject to the following 
decision on minutes 48 and 49, the minutes 
of the Committee dated June 11th, 1936 were 
approved and adopted.

/These minutes included; (42) Minutes; 
(43) Branches; (44) Junior Branches and
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Sections; (45) Corporate Members; (46) 
Corporate Associates; (47) Industrial 
Associates; (45) Membership; (49) Aclga- 
ration of Committees; (50) National Canvass;
(51) Travelling and other Expenses of Members 
of the- Executive; (52) Peace Councils./

On Minute 48 - Membership', Sir John Harris asked 
that in future the membership returns should include 
not only the number of subscriptions paid but also 
the total amount of the subscriptions.

On Minute 49 — Amalgamation of Committees, after 
it had been suggested that the first meeting of the 
Administration Committee might be held at 3 p.m.
on Thursday, July 9th, it was

RESOLVED: "That the Secretary be asked to communi-
cute with Lord Lytton and arrange a 
suitable'date for the first meeting of 
the Administration Conmittee".

It was further

RESOLVED: "Thau if Mr. James MacDonald of Liverpool
is co-opted to the Executive Committeefor 
the year 1936/37, he be also invited 
to join the Administration Committee. "

(d) Mandates Committee That subject to minutes
5 (Peace Terms for Abyssinia) and A (The Situation 
in Palestine), being adjourned until the next 
meeting, the minutes of the Committee dated June 
16th, 1936 were, approved and adopted.

. /These minutes included: (4) Minutes;
. (5) Peace Terms for Abyssinia; (6)

. The Situation in Palestine; (7) New 
Guinea./ ;

BRANCH RESCLUTIC'NS. The Executive received resolutions 
from the Bournville Works Branch', Hampstead Garden Suburb 
and Golders Green Branch* Bexhill Branch, Wimbledon Branch, 
and Burnley Branch. It was

RESOLVED: (1) "That the Pournville Works Branch be thanked
.. for their resolution and be reminded of the 

. motions concerning Over-Population ano Raw 
Materials and a proposed world Conference 
to be discussed at the Scarborough meetings 
of the General Council when it: is hoped 
that a.representative of the Bournville works 
Branch will be-present."

( 2) "That the Hampstead Garden Suburb, Bexhill, 
Wimbledon and Burnley Branches be thanked 
for their- resolutions".
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182. MINUTES. Subject to the following decision on minute 
175, the minutes of the Committee dated June 11th, 
1936, were confirmed as circulated.

On Minute 175 — Annual Meeting of the General Council, 
it was suggested that the motion on Itly and Abyssinia 
should be considered at an early stage of* the General 
Council's meeting* Lord Cecil stated that, in his 
speech of welcome at the outset of the meeting, he would 
take the opportunity of speaking of the present crisis 
and he would ask the members of the Council to consider 
the matter carefully before the debate took place on 
the Executive's motion. It was

RESOLVED: (1) "That the General .Council be asked to
take the Executive's motion on Italy 
and Abyssinia as the first of the 
motions on World Affairs to be con­
sidered at the morning session on 
Monday, June 22nd."

The Secretary raised the question whether it was 
desirable for the Press to be present during the dis­
cussion of the Union's finances. He had made inquiries 
of the British Legion and had learned that it was 
their practice to admit the Press to all the business 
of the Legion's Annual Conference, including the 
financial report. It was

RESOLVED: (2) "That the Press be admitted to all the
sessions of the General Council".

183. UNION FINANCES. The Secretary reported on the present 
financial situation of the Union and stated that, 
mainly owing to the efforts of the Appeals Section, 
the Union's income had slightly exceeded its expenditure 
between Easter and June.

The Secretary reported a communication from 
the lessees of No. 6, Grosvenor Crescent offering to 
cancel the Union's lease on 1st July on payment of a 
sum of &)00 and on condition that the premises were 
restored to the condition in which the Union had taken 
them over. He estimated that this would cost about 
£100. The Secretary further reported that he had 
received an offer from the Automtic Savings Association 
to take over the lease of No. 6 Grosvenor Crescent immedi­
ately provided that the Union's licence to use the 
premises for office purposes could be transferred to 
them. Lord Lytton had been asked to use his influence 
with the Grosvenor Estates to get a satisfactory decision 
from them.

The Secretary further reported that Mr. Gibson 
had now obtained a temporary appointment outside the 
Union; that Miss Ewart had been appointed to fill an 
existing vacancy on the Union's staff; and that he 
hoped a further vacancy might be filled by Mr. Claxton 
-urner. Dr. Garnett asked for the help of the Executive
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in finding some employment for Miss Fraser (vvao was 
remaining with the Union until september) , M • Brooke 
Marvin, Mr. Rtchie and Mr. Gordon Dickson. He added 
that he had that morning learned that the A/6sinia 
Association were about to appoint a temporary 
organiser and he had strongly recommended Major Go, don 

' Dickson for this position.
(At this point in the proceedings the Chair 

was taken by Professor Murray)
184. CO____  1 , 1 e etary

tfc omug, , U --romang haW
■ Comnonwesith, asking whether Branches of tno Union 

Op nt be allowed th become Corporate Associate 
Members of the New Commonwealth.' The Committee were 
reminded of the resolution adopted. by the General 
Council at Bournemouth in June, 1934, on the subject 
of affiliation of Union Branches to other organizations.
It was
HOSOLVED: "That the Secretary be asked to obtain 

from the New Commonwealth particulars of 
the conditions attaching to Corporate 
Associate Membership and that, in the 
light of' this information, the request 
of the- New Conmonwealth be -further con­
sidered at the next ordinary meeting 
of the Executive". .

XXIH_PLENWYCONGRESSOETH RNATIONaL185. REPOKL---------- ----------- ,FDTTOI. The Executive received a report 
(8.0.8316) on the meetings of the lotto Plenary Con 

gress of the International Federation.

eporu

Admiral Drury-Lowe stated that the delegates to 
the Congress were cost enthusiastic about the. 
hospitality of their Scottish hosts,.ano particularly 
of the group of ladles who offered tea to. the 
delegates every afternoon, and it was ■

RCSCLV.D: (1) "That the sincere thanks of the executive 
Committee be conveyed to Miss Mina 
MacDonald and her colleagues for their 
most kind hospitality tomembers of the 
plenary Congress." f

Lord Cecil urged that at future meetings of the 
Congress steps should be taken to see that not only 

, the. hall in which the Congress would meet but also 
all the Committee rooms were acoustically Suilolle-

it was further
RESOLVED: (2) That the

XXth Plenary Congress
solutions adopted by the

to H.M. G.vernment so soon as 
printed text is available."

be communicated
the
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186. ITaL.Y._a1<D..£>3YSSINLA. The Executive discussed the I

speech delivered by Mr. Neville Chamberlain to the j
1900 Club on June 10th.

Professor Murray considered that the proposal 
to leave sanctions out of the League would mean the 
end of the whole international system. One of the most 
important things that the League now did was the passing 
01 a moral judgment by all the nations of tho Assembly 
on the action of one nation that was breaking the law. I |

Lord Cecil agreed with Professor Murray. He felt 
that, to the continental mind, to suggest a League 
without sanctions would simply be a proposal to 
abolish the League. He had found a most satisfactory 
attitude of mind among the people in France during his 
recent visit on behalf of the International Peace 
Campaign. They were very anxious to co-operate and 
to do everything they could in favour of vigorous action 
in regard to the Italo-Abyssinian dispute.

Mr. Arnold Forster and Miss Courtney suggested 
that the Union should do all in its power to make 
public opinion rellise that sanctions nave not been fully 
lriedout and, in SO far as they have been applied 
they have been remarkably successful. Mr. Arnold 
Forster went onto suggest that, if it became plain 
from the debate in the House of Commons or from the 
discussions at Geneva, that a proposal was to be made 
or the revision of the Covenant, especially Article 16, 

the Union should call upon the constituent societies of 
tne International Federation to appeal to their Govern­
ments on the lines of the principles affirmed by the I
-nuernstiona- Federation at its Glasgow Congress.

Lord Cecil, Mrs. Dugdale, Professor Webster I
and other members were of the opinion that since the 
Government had failed to carry out the pledges which I
it gave and was following a different policy, it ought I

81 tne electors an oDportunity of saying whether I
heySll have confidence in His Majesty's present I

advisers. I
Captain Cazalet reminded the Committee that ths i

pledge given by the Government was to act collectively. I
He felt therefore that H.M. Government had definite I
evidence that other nations were not prepared to go any I
further and were reluctant to continue the present I
sanctions. If an attack were made upon the British !
wavy m the Mediterranean or upon Malta, Great Britain I
—sone would have to bear the full brunt of the attack I
guring vhe first three or four weeks whatever assistance Itrance might subsequently be able to give. The I
argument would then have to be met that the Government I
naa deliberately thrown the country into an Anglo- I
-u“lian war. p, I
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Lord Cecil felt that the Union ought to go on 
pressing by every means in its power for the main­
tenance of sanctions. After further discussion it 
was, on the motion of Mr. Arnold Forster,

RESOLVED: (1) "That the League of Nations Union, 
continuing its pressure for the 
maintenance of sanctions in this 
present emergency, urges the 
foreign League of Nations Societies 
to take similar action."

(2) "That, if it becomes plain from to-day's 
debate in Parliament or from the coming 
discussions at Geneva, that reform of 
the Covenant is likely to be considered 
by a Commission of the League, the League 
of Nations Union should invite the 
foreign League of Nations Societies 
to mke representations to their 
Governments simultaneously with the 
•League of Nations Union, on the lines 
of the resolution adopted by the XXth 
Plenary Congress of the International 
Federation".
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LEAGUE OF NATIONS UNION

MINUTES OF A SPECIAL MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
HELD AT NO. 6 GROSVENOR CRESCENT, LONDON, S.W.I., ON

THURSDY, JUNL 25TH, 1936 AT 11 A.M.

PRESENT; The Viscountess Gladstone (In the Chair), 
Mrs. Corbett Ashby, Lady Violet Benham 
Carter, Miss Courtney, Lord Dickinson, 
Arnold Forster, Miss Megan Lloyd George, 
G. Ie M. Mander, Sir Archibald Sinclair, 
Nowell Smith, together with the Secretary 
and the Deputy Sesretary.

187.

188.

189.

190.

aPOLOGOES FOR ABSENCE were received from Maier 
Anthony Buxton, Admiral Drury-Lowe, Lady Layton, 
Professor Gilbert Murray, H.F. Shaw and Sir A3fred 
Zimmern.

PROFESSOR MURRAY. It was unanimously

RESOLVED: That the hearty congratulations of the 
Committee be conveyed to Professor Murray 
upon the Honorary Degree of Doctor of 
Civil Law conferred upon him yesterday 
by the University of Oxford."

LORD CECIL. It was unanimously

RESOLVED: That tne sincere sympathy of the Committee 
be conveyed to Lord Cecil in his bereavement 
by the death of his brother, the Lord Bishop of Exeter."

CO-OPTATIONS TO-------FOR 1936/37. The Executive 
considered the, of the Co-optations sub-Committee 
it was 6 ’ 936 ’ After considerable discussion

RESOLVED: (1) "That the following persons be invited 
to serve on the Executive Committee for 
the year 1936/37;

Captain Victor Cazalet, M.P. 
Dean of Chichester
Mr. Neville Dixey
Mrs. Dugdale
Miss Philippa Fawcett
Miss Marjorie Graves
Captain L.H. Green
Mr. Arthur Henderson, M.P.
Dr. C.W. Kimnins
Mr. James MacDonald
Captain H. MacMillan M.P.
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Mr. Mark Patrick, M.P.
Lord Eustace Percy, M.P.
Sir Arthur Salter
Mr. H.S. Syrett
Brig. General Temperley
Mr. Walkden
Professor C.K. Webster ."

(2) "That the National Youth Cammittee be invited 
to nominate a representative of the Youth 
Groups to serve on the Executive."

(3) "That among the names to be considered for 
the filling of further vacancies that 
still exist or may occur in the immediate 
future are the fellowing:

Mr. Michael Barkway
Miss Eleanor Rathbone, M.P.
Sir Malcolm Robertson
Tame Rachel Crowdy
A representative of the British Legion-*

(4) "That the Chairman be asked to write to those 
members of the late Committee who have 
not been re-elected or cp-opted to the 
Executive for the coming year."

191. YOUTH COMMITTEE. The Executive considered as a matter 
of urgency two minutes (49, World Youth Congress and 
21, International Peace Campaign) of the meeting dated 
June 13th, 1936. It was

RESOLVED: (1) "That in approving and adopting minute 49 
(World Youth Congress) the Executive 
expresses the hope that an effort will 
be made to obtain a reversal of the 
decision of the Organising Committee to 
give to each national delegation one 
vote instead of ten votes.

(2)"That minute 51 (International Peace 
Campaign) be approved and adopted."

192. SgNoRAL COUNCIL. The Chairman read to the Comnittee 
the resolutions on Prevention of War, Re-armament, 
and Italy and Abyssinia which had been adopted by 
the General Council at its annual meeting in Scarboroug! 
Members of the Committee expressed their warm approval 
of these resolutions.
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MINUTE3.0F A MeTTIG CP TH. EXCOUTIV. COMMIITTG HELD at 
14, URCJ-IUE Cat-SCaIr, LONDON, 5.w. 1. ON THIURSDAY. /

JULY 2ND, 1936 AT 11 A.U.

193.

PRESENT: Professor Gilbert Murray (in the Chair), Sir 
Norman Angell, Lord Allen, F.M. Burris, Major 
Anthony Buxton, Captain V.A. Cazalet, Lord 
Cecil, Miss K.D. Courtney, Lord Dickinson, 
Admiral Drury-Lowe, Mrs. Dugdale, Miss Fawcett, 
Miss Lloyd George, Lady Gladstone, Lady Hall, 
Arthur Henderson, Lord Lytton, James MacDonald. 
Mark Patrick, Sir Archibald Sinclair, Nowell 
Smith, H.S. Syrett, General Temperley, Major 
Lawrence Wright, together with the Secretary 
and Deputy Secretary.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSLCNCE were received from Mrs. Corbett 
Ashby, the Dean oi Chichester, Captain LH Green 
Sirarthur Haworth, G. Ie M. Mander, and Sir Alfred -uel I.

194. REPORTS OF COM^TTIj

(6.) Youth CoanittsR .on rim r \ Subject to the following decision 
,44. 49.3nd to the decision on Minute 48 recordea inminute 191 of the last meeting of the 

Execut1ve, tneuminutes of the Committee dated June I3tn, 1930 were approved and adopted.

Zhese Minutes included (41) Minutes; (42) 
Southern egton; (43) Eastern Region; (44) Mr 
Maryin; (45) Youth Groups; (4o) Y 1c • 47)Student christian Movemelt, (40) lorid Yth‘ 7 
9206r635i (49) British Youth Peace assembly; 
Meetl^tnfn+P°DalPeaoe canpaign; (51) Next 
Meeting of the National Youth Committee.7

On Minuts 44 larvin, it
RESOLVED: "That this Minute be approved and adopted, 

sunien* tn * .- 'sympathetic' being 
word 'preferential?

subject to the word
substituted for the 
in paragraph (3)."

On Minute 49 - British Youth Peace Assembly, it was
RESOLVED: "That this Minute be received."

(b) Liorarv-Cormittee.suhject to the following decision 
17th1198.15. Minutes of the Committee dated June

1 -73°, were approved and adopted.

4TnesevMinutes included (13) Minutes of Ut Meeting;

5952 or library (16) Report on(17) B0ok“Listgserence 01 the Liprary Association;
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On Minute 13 — Reduction of Library Budget, it was

RCSOLVCD: "That this Minute be received."

It was suggested that the Library Conmittee should con­
sider making an appeal to all users of the Library for 
donations to the Union.

(c) Education Committee. (Mr. Nowell Smith reported) Subject 
to the following decision cn Minutes 63(4)) and 69, the 
Minutes of the Committee dated June 1th, 1936 were 
approved and adopted.

/These Minutes included (62) Minutes; (63) Arising 
out of the Minutes; (64) Death of Miss I. Melian 
Stawell; (65) The Present International Situation;
(66) Membership of the Committee; (o() .Meetings for 
Teachers and Schools; (68) Report on work in Uni­
versities and Colleges; (69) Report of the Junior 
Branches Sub-Committee; (70) Membership of the Junior 
Branches Sub-Committee; (71) Jui 1 ches, (72) 
Junior Summer School, Geneva; (73) CupS for League 
of Nations Pioneers; (74) Appeal; (75) National 
Conference for Junior Branch Officers; (76) inter­
national Federation of League of Nations Societies;
(77) National Council on the Teaching of International 
Relations; (78) Geneva Institute and Teachers' Con­
ference; (79) Conference for Teachers in Central 
Schools; (80) Observance of Empire Day in the Schools; 
(81) Armistice Day Message;. (82) List of Books on 
International Relations; (83) Lectures for Schoolboys 
during the Christmas Vacation; (04) 25th annual 
Conference of Educational associations; (up) B.B.C. 
Talks to the Schools; (86) Posters for Children of 
Sunday School Age; (67) Co-operation with .the Rural 
Extension Scheme of the University College of the 
South-West; (88) National Association of Schoolmaster ; 
(89) Recognition of Junior Branches (90) (Educational) 
Corporate Members;/

On Minute 63 - 46 — Collection of School Textbooks for 
the League Library, it was suggested that the Library 
Committee should consider the desirability of asking the 
publishers of the school textbooks mentioned in this minute 
to present copies of the Union's Library.

On Minute 69 
it was

Report of the Junior Branches Sub-Committee

RESOLVED: "That the proposal in paragraph (d) be referred 
to the Finance Committee for consideration and 
report."

(d) Mandates Committee. Subj ct to the- following decisions on 
Minutes 5 and 6, the Minutes of the Committee dated June 
16th, 1936 were approved and adopted.

ZThese Minutes included (4) Minutes; (5) Peace Terms 
for Abyssinia; (6) The Situation in Palestine; (7) 
New Guinea./
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On Minute 5' - Peace Terms for Abyssinia, it was

FESCLVED: "That this Minute be received."

On Minute 6 — The Situation in Palestine, it was

RESOLVED: "That this Minute be approved and adopted 
subject to the resolution being amended to 
read as follows:

That if and when the Royal Commission is 
appointed, it should under take a full enquiry 
into the possibility of further development 
of the land, and especially of State Lands."1

(e) Religions and Ethics Committee. (Professor Murray re- 
ported) Subject to the following decision on Minute 18, 
the Minutes of the Committee dated June 16th, 1936 were 
approved and adopted.

/These Minutes included (15) Minutes; (16) World 
Fellowship of Faiths; (17) Youth Group Meetings; 
(18) Series of Lectures; (19) Resignation from Com­
mittee; _(20) New Members of Committee; (21) Corporate 
Members./

On Minute 18 - Series of Lectures, it was

RESOLVED; "That this Minute be approved and adopted subject 
to the deletion of the words Tn the autumn 
between Armistice Day and Christmas’ from the 
resolution.“

(f) Christian Organisations Ccnnnittee. Subject to the following 
decision on Minute 53, the Minutes of the Committee dated 
June 17th, 1936 were approved and adopted.

/These Minutes included (50) Minutes; (51) Campaign 
in the Churches; (52) International Peace Campaign; 
(53) Christian Principles in Politics; (4) World 
Youth Congress; (55) Armistice Literature; (50) New 
Member of the Committce; (57) Resolution of London 
Youth Groups; (78) Rgsolutions; (59) Applications for 
Corporate Membership./

On Minute 5^ — Christian Principles in Politics, it was

RESOLVED: “That, this Minute be approved and adopted sub­
ject to the insertion of the word ’also’ at 
the end of the fourth line."

(8) Overseas Committee. (Lady Gladstone reported) The 
Minutes of the Committee dated June 24th, 1936 were 
approved and adopted.

-These Minutes included (22) Minutes; (23) Letter from 
Captain Green; (24) Report of the Glasgow Congress;
(25) Autumn Meetings of the Federation; (26) Overseas 
Report./



On Minute 25 - Autumn Meetings of the Federation, Lady 
Gladstone said she would be glad to have the names of 
any members of the Executive Committee who were intending 
to be in Geneva immediately after the meeting of the 
Assembly.

(h) Opium Committee.

On Minute 1 - The Drug and Opium Traffic in North China, 
it was

RESOLVED: “That before any further action is taken the 
Secretary be asked to make enquiries of the 
Foreign Office in this matter."

Mr. MacDonald undertook to discuss the matter with 
Professor Roxby of Liverpool University.

(1) Women's Advisory Council. (Lady Gladstone reported) The 
Minutes of the Council dated June 25 th, 1936 were approved 
and adopted.

/These Minutes included (608) The Future of the League; 
(609) The Position of the Union; (610) International 
Peace Campaign; (611) XVIIth Assembly; (612) 
Applications for Corporate Associate ship./

BRANCH RESOLUTIONS. The Executive received resolutions from 
the East Anglian District Council, the Reading, Northallerton, 
Cranbrook and Southam Branches, the Surrey Federation and the 
Welsh National Council. It was

RESOLVED; (1) "That the Reading, Northallerton, Cranbrook, 
and Southam Branches, the Surrey Federation 
and the Welsh National council be thanked and 
be reminded of t’he resolutions adopted by the 
General Council at its Scarborough Meeting."

(2) "That the East Anglian District Council be 
thanked for their resolutions; that in regard 
to their resolutions suggesting the revision 
of Articles X and XVI, they be reminded of the 
Report on the Reform and Development of the

■ League of Nations which was commended by th 
General Council at Scarborough to the Branches 
for study; and that the attention of the East 
Anglian Council be also directed to M. Titulesco’s 
statement to the present meeting of the League's 
Council that the failure of the League to pre­
serve the territorial integrity and political 
independence of Abyssinia is not due to any 
defect in the Covenant but to lack of will on 
the part of the Governments who have to work it.

MINUTES. Subject to the following decision on Minute 190, the 
Minutes-of the last ordinary meeting dated June 18th and of Une special meeti ng dated June 25th, 1936 were confirmed as 
cirema+on ‘ 7 -
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On Minute 190 (1) - Co-optations to Executive for . 
.1930-37, the Chairman welcomed Mr. James MacDonald and 
Mr. Arthur Henderson. Dr. Garnett reported that the 
Committee's invitation had also been accepted by 
Captain Cazalet, Mrs. Dugdale, Miss Fawcett, Dr. Kimmins, 
Captain MacMillan, Mr. Patrick, Mr. Syrett and Pro- 
fessor Webster.

General Temperley said that, as he had stated in 
a letter to the Secretary, he was attending the present . 
meeting of the Executive in order to learn if there 
was to be any modification of the Union's policy in 
regard to sanctions in view of the inevitable decision 
at Geneva. Failing ’such alteration he feared he would 
have no option but to resign from the Executive. Lord 
Cecil and other members of the Committee said they 
would regard it as a profound loss to the Executive 
if General Temperley declined to serve. In regard to 
the question of sanctions Lord Cecil said that every­
thing he read in the papers regarding events at Geneva 
confirmed his view that a profound mistake was made by 
H.M. Government in dropping sanctions. But that issue 
was now closed. No one proposed to try and revive 
sanctions. One of the elementary principles of 
English public life was that one had to recognise a 
fait accompli; one could not go on working for a policy 
which had been definitely destroyed. General Temperley 
thanked the Committee for the kind way in which they 
had considered his point of view. He promised to 
think the matter over carefully and to write to the 
Secretary later.

Dr. Garnett also read to the Committee a letter he 
had received from Lord Eustace Percy and summarised 
letters from Sir Arthur Salter, Mr. Neville Dixey and 
Captain Green, all of whom had felt unable to accept the 
committee's invitation. It was

RESOLVED: (1) "That a letter be sent to Captain Green
urging him to postpone his decision to 
resign from the Executive until he had 
completely recovered from his recent 
illness.11

(2) "That Lord Eustace Percy and one young 
Conservative Member of Parliament, or, 
alternatively, two young Conservative 
Members of Parliament, be co-opted to the 
Executive. (The names of Mr. Richard
Law and Mr. Gerald Palmer were mentioned 
in this connection.)

(3) “That the following persons be also co- 
opted to the Executive:

Mr. Michael Bark way 
Dame Adelaide Livingstone 
Sir Frederick Maurice (or some other

L0..



representative leader of the British 
Legion whom Sir Frederick Maurice might 
surest if he himself is unable to accept 
the Committee’s invitation;

Lord Rhayader."

(4)"That the question of co-opting Sir Arthur 
Salter and Mr. Neville Dixey be recon­
sidered in December."

UNION FINANCES. The Secretary reported that the Union's 
. Bank overdraft which had amounted to £13,400 at the end 
of April had been reduced to £10,900 at the end of May 
and to £9,100 at the end of June. Donations amounting 
to some £1,400 had lately been received from individuals 
and approximately the same sum from Branches of the Union, 
in addition to donations amounting to £1,200 in cash 
obtained by the Appeals section.

The Secretary reported Lord Lytton's negotiations 
with the Grosvenor Estate in regard to sub-letting No. 6, 
Grosvenor Crescent. He added that an offer had that 
morning been received from the present lessor for the 
Union to retain until 21st July the option to pay him 
200 in return for the cancellation of the lease. It 

was hoped within that time that the Union would be able to 
sub-let the premises. Nevertheless, arrangements had 
been made for the members of the staff at present in No. 6 
to be transferred during the coming week-end to 15 and 
15a, Grosvenor Crescent.

The Secretary asked for the help of members of the 
Executive in finding employment for Mr. Brooke Marvin who 
would be leaving the Union's service on August 8th and 
had so far failed to secure another appointment. The 
secretary also asked the Executive to bear in mind the 
names of Mr. Ritchie and Mr. Gordon Dickson.

CgyMION OF H.M. KING EDWaRD VIIT. The Executive con­
sidered a proposal from the Withington Branch that the 
secrstary-Goneral of the League of Nations should be in­
vited to take part in the Coronation Procession. After 
discussion it was

RESOLVED: "That no action be taken."

THE NEW COMMONWEALTH. In the absence of Mr. Mandur it was

RESOLVED. “That this item be adjourned."

WILTSHIRE Gazette. Captain Cazalet drew the attention of 
nemeommittes to an erroneous statement appearing in the 
"-HIR GAZETTE concerning persons elected by postal 
caiiot to serve on the Union's Executive Committee. The 
secretary was asked to make enquiries in this matter.
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201. ITALY aND ABYSSINIA. The Chairman stated that he had had 
some talk with Mr. Eden when they both received Degrees 
at Oxford recently, and he had found him sympathetic with 
the Union's point of view.

Lord Allen suggested that, in order to clear their 
own minds and to be in a position to furnish information 
to Branches, the Executive should consider the preparation 
of a memorandum on the means by which the present trend 
towards war in Europe could best be arrested and reversed. 
The memorandum should be especially concerned with 
collective security and with the method of applying Annex 
F of the Treaty of Locarno. After discussion it was

RESOLVED: (1) “That a Sub-Committee, consisting of Lord 
Cecil, Lord Allen, Sir Norman Angell, Sir 
Arthur Salter and General Temperley, be 
asked to prepare a memorandum on the lines 
suggested."

(2) "That in order that the sub-Committee may 
have all points of view before them when 
drafting their memorandum, members of the 
Executive be invited to send in writing to 
the Secretary, not later than Thursday, 
June 9th, any questions which they would 
like to see answered in the Sub-Committee's 
memorandum. "

202.

203.

ANNUAL luuniING OE GJKj.v.L COUNCIL. Tne Executive received 
the resolutions adopted Dy the General Council at its 
Scarborough meeting from June 19th to 23rd. The Secretary 
reminded the Committee of the Executive's decision 
(Minute 31(d) of 30th Junuary, 1936) that the Union 'should 
send a deputation to wait upon the Foreign Minister in 
order to call his attention to the principal resolutions 
passed by the Council and to acquaint him with the Union's 
views on any questions in which the Union is particularly 
interested and which are to be discussed at the forth­
coming Assembly11. But after discussion it was

RESOLVED: “That the resoluti o adopted by the General 
Council on World Affairs be communicated to 
H.M. Government by letter."

In regard to the resolution on Italy and Abyssinia the 
Secretary was asked to inform the Branches that the policv 
expressed by the Council of trying to obtain a reversal 
or the Government's decision to abandon the use of sanc. 
-loni against Italy was intended, if possible, to prevent 
sanctions being lifted by the League's Assembly. But 

appeared inevitable that the Assembly would decide 
10 mt sanctions, that particular issue was closed.

SIVILAVIATTO. The Secretary reported a communication 
dated.vune lth from Mr. Innes 01 the London Region, roprat ion. suggesting that the Executive should consider 
hv th8 further action in regard to the resolution adopted 
y the General Council concerning the international
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control or internationalisation of civil aviation
(Minute 680 of December, 1935). It was

RESOLVED: "That consideration of Mr. Innes’ suggestion 
be adjourned until the autumn." .

204. INTERNATIONAL PEACE CaMPaIGN. The Minutes of the meeting 
of the International Peace Campaign dated June 9th, 1936 
were approved and adopted.

ZThese Minutes included (54) Minutes of last Meeting; 
(55) Finance; (56) Alteration in these Minutes;
(27) Date of Geneva Conference; (28) Publicity Sub­

committee; (59) French Appel; (b0) Statement to 
Organisations; (61) International Council Meeting; 
(62) Alms and Objects; (63) Proposals for Submission 
at Paris Meeting; (64) Direct Communication with 
Societies already formed in other Countries; (o5) 
Round Robin Letter from Sheffield; (0b) Report of 
Activities of Publicity Sub-Committee; (67) Press 
Campaign./

205. BY-ELECIIONS. The Secretary reported on the action being 
taken by the Union in connection with the By-Elections 
at Derby and Balham and Tooting. He further reported 
that ne had been invited to take the Chair at a meeting, 
organised by the Balham and Tooting Branch in co-operation 
with the Fellowship Branch, at which both candidates 
would be asked to speak. The Committee felt that, in 
Such a case, it would be preferable for the Chairman to 
be a resident in the constituency, and it was

RESOLVED: "That the Secretary.be asked not to accept the 
invitation.“
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MINUTES OF A MSTING OF THL EXBCU/IV2 COMMIITL3 HLLD 
AT 15. GROSVENOK CHLSCENT, LONDON, 3.W. 1., ON THUISDAY , 

‘ uvZ -0‘ m1 nJULY 161H, 193b AT 11 A.M.

PRZSENP: Lord Lytton (in the Chair), Vyvyan Adams,
Lord Allen, Sir Norman Angell, P.J. Noel Baker, 
Major Anthony Buxton, Lord Cecil, the Dean 
of Chichester, Miss K.D. Courtney, Lord 
Dickinson, Admiral Drury-Lowe, Mrs. Dugdale, 
Miss Philippa Fawcett, Miss M. Lloyd George, 
Lady Gladstone, Miss Marjorie Graves, Lady 
Hall, Sir John Harris, Arthur Henderson, 
Dr. C.N. himmins, Dame Adelaide Livingstone, 
Captain H. MacMillan, G. Ie M. Mander, Major 
Lawrence Wright, together with the Secretary 
and the Deputy Secretary.

APOLGGINS FOu ABSENCE were received from Mrs. Corbett 
Ashby, Lady Violet Bonham Carter, F.M. Burris, Captain 
V.A. Cazalet, Sir Arthur Haworth, James MacDonald, 
Professor Gilbert Murray, Nowell Smith, H.S. Syrett, 
General Temperley, A.G. walkden and Sir Alfred Zimmern.

20b. MF. INCH. The Chairman invited Mr. Inch, the Secretary 
of the Canadian League of Nations Society, to attend 
the meeting and extended to him a welcome from the 
Committee.

207. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES:

(a) Editorial Committee. (Lord Allen reported) The 
Minutes of the Committee dated July 2nd, 1936 were 
approved and adopted.

/These Minutes included (3b) Minutes; (37)
Arising cut of the Minutes — Hosiers; (38) 
Headway and News Sheet; (39) Leaflet on the 
I.L.O.; (40) Leaflet on the Assembly; (41) 
Recent Publications; (42) Posters Suitable 
for Sunday Schools; (43) Mr. Turner; (44) 
Lord Hugh Cecil's Letter to the Times; (45) 
Book List; (4b) Mrs. Crabb.7

Emperor of Abyssinia's speech to the Assembl.v. Sir 
John Harris asked the Executive to consider the 
desirability of publishing the speech delivered to 
the recent Assembly of the League by the Emperor of 
Abyssinia. The Committee were reminded that the 
speech had already been printed in THE ETHIOPIAN NEWS 
published by Miss Sylvia Pankhurst. After discussion 
during which it was suggested that the more important 
extracts from the speech might be reprinted in 
HEADWAY, it was

RCSOLVED: "That the Editorial Committee, in consulta­
tion with the Finance Committee, be asked 
to consider the question of publishing the 
Emperor of Abyssinia's speech to the 
Assembly.11 P.T.C.
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(n Administration Committee. Lord Lytton reported.
C0) 4 decision and report on

608 3, 15.12 and 24 the Minutes of the committee 
da?ed July 2nd and July 14th, 193b were approved and 
adopted.

/g., Minutes included (1) Committees and(3) Office accommodation,
(4) The Appeal of May 2&th; (5) Legacies, (6) & 
(1S) Branches, Corporate Members,-etc., (79,072,1 
Membership; 8)EXeHouse to House canvass; (9)&(23) 
Youth cormittee:(0-(1 Union Finances, I

onamninusenm2n028wcnomodnbone GBoEvEnBSPorted
RESOLVED: "That authority be given for the seal of the Unio to be affixed to the necessary 

documents surrendering the Union s lease 
of No. 6, Grosvenor Crescent.

Dame Adelaide Livingstone stated that the International 
Peace Campaign was prepared to pay/or the tnree 
rooms which had been reserved provisionally for their 
staff in No. 15a, Grosvenor Crescent.
On Minutes 12 and 24- International Peace Campaign, 
after considerable discussion it Was
ESOLVED: "That information regarding the International 

Peace Campaign and the World Congress be 
circulated to Branches of the Union after 
Lord Lytton’s appeal letter has seen des­
patched; and that it be left to Lord 
Lytton, Lord Cecil and the Secretary of 
the Union to decide which of the I.P.O s 
documents should be used for this purpose.

(c) Youth Committee. (Mr. Carritt reported) Subject to 
the following decision on Minutes 2) and 20, the 
Minutes of the Committee dated July 2n, 193° Were 
approved and adopted.

/These Minutes included (52) Minutes; (53) British 
Youth Peace Assembly; (54) World Youth Congress; 
(5,) Representation on the Executive; (5o) 
Recruiting; (57) Progress and Policy; (20) 
Branch Letters ; (59) Posters./

On Minute 55 — Representation on the Executive, 
Dr. Garnett reminded the Executive of the valuable 
voluntary service which Miss Corcoran was giving 
to the Union's Education and Youth sections. Alter 
he had reported a conversation with Miss Corcoran 
concerning the Youth Committee's recommendation it was

RESOLVED: "That, until such time as the Youth Com­
mittee is able to find another
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208

209

representative on the 
Corcoran should, as a 
invited to attend the 
not as a member."

Executive, Miss 
temporary measure, be 
Executive meetings but

On Minute 56 — Recruiting, it was

RESOLVED: "That the Minutes of the 
received.“

MINUTES. Subject to the following 
194(h) and 200, the Minutes of the

Youth Committee be

2nd, 1936 were confirmed as circulated

report on Minutes 
Committee dated July

On Minute 194(h) The Drug and Opium Traffic in
North China. It was reported that Professor i urrey had
written to Sir Malcolm Delevigne who, reply,
had stated that he would consult the Home Office 
representative on the Opium Committee.

On Minute 200 NILiSHIR the Secretary
reported a letter from Colonel Wyatt stating that he 
had supplied to a reporter from the WILTSHIRE GAZETTE 
a copy of the Union's Postal Ballot Paper together 
with the Final Agenda for the General Council's meeting 
containing the names of the persons elected in the
Ballot to serve on the cutive. The list of names.
published in the WILTSHIRE GAZETTE appeared to Colonel •Y33t to be ihe names of persons for whom the west 
Wiltshire Group hid voted in the B.1lo.

INTERNATIONAL PEACE CAMPAIGN. The Minutes of the meeting 
of the I.P.O, dated July 6th, 1936, were received.

UNION FINziNCES. The Secretary reported that some 83,500 
had now been received, divided equally between donations 
from Branches and donations from individuals. He again 
asked the Executive's help in finding employment for 
Mr. Gordon Dickson and Mr. Brooke Marvin.

A detailed report, showing the savings which were 
now being effected in the Union's expenditure, would be 
presented to the Finance Committee at its meeting on July 
20th and thereafter to the Executive.

CO-OPTATIONS. The Chairman welcomed Miss Marjorie Graves, 
Dame Adelaide Livingstone and Captain Harold MacMillan, 
who were taking their seats on the Executive for the 
first time.

The Secretary read to the Committee a letter he had 
received from Captain Green and reported letters from 
Lord Rhayader, Sir Frederick Maurice and General Temperley 
He also reported a -conversation he had had with Sir 
Thomas Inskip concerning the Executive's desire to
persuade Lord Eustace Percy to resume his place on the 
Executive and to get one of the younger Conservative 
Members of Parliament to serve with him or, if Lord Eustace 
could not be persuaded to serve, then to get two youngerMembers to join. Sir Thomas did not think the Union would
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do better than to get Mr. Gerald Palmer to serve on 
the Executive with Lord Eustace Percy or, if Lord Eustace 
did not accept the invitation, to get Mr. Palmer and Mr. 
Richard Law. After discussion it was

RESOLVED: (1) "That no action be taken in regard to 
filling the vacancy caused by Captain 
Green’s resignation until the Industrial 
Advisory Committee has appointed a new 
Chairman,"

(2) "That the Co-optations Sul-Cc itiee be 
asked to consider and make recommendations 
to the Executive for filling the remaining 
vacancies on the Committee, including the 
two places reserved for Conservative 
Members of Parliament.

Members of the Executive were invited to send in writing 
to the Secretary the names of any persons they wished 
the Co-optations S ub -Commit Ge e to consider.

212. THE NEW COMMONWEALTH. The Executive discussed a proposal 
by Mr. Mander that a liaison Committee of the Union and 
the New Commonwealth should be appointed to consider 
what practical steps could be taken for closer co-operation 
and co-ordination between the two bodies at the present 
grave crisis. After discussion it was 

RESOLVED: (1) "That, if the New Commonwealth agrees, a 
Liaison Committee, consisting of three 
members from the New Commonwealth and three 
members from the Union be appointed; and 
that it be left to Lord Lytton to nominate 
the Union's representatives on this 
Liaison Committee.1'

(i) Urges His Majesty’s Government, in 
view of the rumours now current, to 
make it clear that they will lend no 
support to any proposal to refuse 
admission to the delegation appointed 
to the Assembly of the League by the 
Emperor of Ethiopia, and that they 
will on no account recognise Italian 
sovereignty over Ethiopia;

(2) "That the Liaison Committee be invited to 
express an opinion upon the request of the 
New Commonwealth that Branches of the Union 
be allowed to become Corporate Associate 
Members of the New Commonwealth

211. ITALY AND ABYSSINIA. The Executive discussed the present 
situation in Abyssinia, and it was

RESOLVED; (1) “That the Executive Committee of the League 
of Nations Union,
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(11) Urges that members of the Abyssinian 

Government should be given facilities 
to return to Abyssinia through British 
territory as and when they may desire, 
and to import supplies into Abyssinia; 
and

Qiii) is of opinion that it is very desir­
able that more poison gas should not 
be sent for use in Abyssinia, and 
urges His Majesty’s Government to take 
any diplomatic or other measures open 
to them to. secure that result.

(2) That the above resolutions be communicated 
to H.M. Government and to the press.

It was further

RESOLVED: (3) "That an appeal should be made to the 
British Red Cross Society to use for Red 
Cross work in Abyssinia their fund of 
£10,000 raised by the Very Reverend H.R.L. 
Sheppard."

Sir John Harris understood that Sir Sydney Barton had 
prepared a full report on the state of affairs existing 
in Abyssinia up to the time of his leaving the country. 
This report had not yet been published, and he suggested 
that the Executive should urge the Foreign Office to 
publish immediately all the information which they felt 
they could issue regarding the state of affairs in 
Abyssinia. It was

RESOLVED: (4) "That H.M. Government be urged to publish 
immediately the report prepared by Sir 
Sydney Barton and any other Consular 
reports that may be available; and that 
the Secretary be asked to communicate with 
the Foreign Office on this subject."

214. DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS. It was

RESOLVED: "That two more meetings of the Executive 
Committee be held before the summer vacation, 
viz: at 11 a.m. on Friday, July 24th and at 
10.45 a.m. on Thursday, July 30th."
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MINUTESOFA MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE covMrro. HELD 
AT 14, GROSVENOR CRESCENT, s.W. 1., ON FRIDAY- JULY 

24TH, 193b AT 11 a.M.

215.

216.

217.

PRESENT: Lady Gladstone (in the Chair), vjvyan Adams, 
Atta pt’ Sir Norman Angell, Mrs. Corbett 
AshbycaRaa.Noe1 Baker, F.M. Burris, Captain 

r Cazalet, Lord Dickinson, Admiral Drurv- 
Lowe, Mrs: Dugdale, Miss P. Fawcett? Miss M 
Lloyd George, Sir John Harris, Dr. C.“ kimhins 
Lady Layton, James MacDonald, Mark Patrick ’ 
Councillor H.F. Shaw, General Temperley, ’ 
Major.Lawrence Wright together with the secretary and Deputy Secretary.

LSy°Viole ^Bonham' received w. Arnold-Forster,

15 12582088/
Tlze Committee heard 

MacFadyent and U was of tne Reverend Dr. Dugald
RESOLVED: "That the Secretary be asked 

pression of the Committee’s MacFadyen."

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.

to convey an ex­
sympathy to Mrs.

ZThese Minutes Included (92) Minutes- (02, 
Arising out of the Minutes; (94) The Present 
International Situation; (9.) Membe?shin of 
and Schools ;8; (97 )6fiepo?Jon3wSk 2858880

rasi 0100) Junior Branches Handbook; (101) Nuntor Summer School in Geneva; (102) Second Pationa1 Conference of Junior Branch Officers- (103) New Junior Branch Leaflet; (104) Pro ’ 
Bosossforerogsingvoney; ((1033 Genev Samner 

vacaurosfor.schoodoys during 8 hristmas) 
v -.u-on; (1O) Conference of Teachers in
Conpr1tcho1/,69109 British Broadcasting--P-re-ion, (.110) Miss Spaull's Roks. (111 

Sections ion‘of,yupior Branches; (112) junior
» (113) (educational) Corporate Members^7



On.Minute 106 — Armistice Day Message, Miss 
Fawcett expressed the hope that this year efforts 
would be made to prepare the Armistice Day Message 
earlier than in the past.

(b) Industrial Advisory Committee. The Minutes of the 
Committee dated July 16th, 1936, were approved and 
adopted.

/These Minutes included (54) Chairman; (55) 
Minutes; (56) Resignation of Chairan; (57) 
Election of Chairman; (58) composition of 
Committee ; (59) Conferences on the L.L.O.; 
(60) Visit of Mr. HoB. Butler; (61) I.L.O. 
Speakers Class; (62) XXth International 
Labour Conference; (63) Ratification of Con­
ventions; (o4) International Federation of 
League of Nations Societies; (op) Trades Union 
Congress, Plymouth; (66) Governing Body, I.L.O.; 
(67) Speakers on theI.L.0.; (66) Industrial 
Affiliations; (69) Mr. Cillinder’s Report;
(70) February Conference; (71) General council 
Pesolutions:/

(c) Finance Committee. (Major Lawrence Wright reported) 
Subject to the following report and decision on 
Minute 70, the Minutes of the Committee dated Jul.y 
20th, 1936 were approved and adopted.

Zlhese Minutes included (67) Minutes; (68) 
Composition of Committee; (69) No. 6, Grosvenor 
Crescent: (70) Financial Statement; (71) 
Economies; (72) Report of the Director of 
Appeals; (73) Communication from Edinburgh 
Branch; (74) Payment of Staff Insurance Premiums; 
(75) League of Nations Pioneers; (76) Youth 
Committee; (77) Emperor of Abyssinia’s Speech 
at the Assembly; (78) Union Finances; (79) 
Passing of Cheques for Payment^/

On.Minute 70 — Financial Statement, the Secretary 
reported that, since the meeting of the Finance 
Committee, promises of new money amounting to up­
wards of 83,000 spread over seven years, had been 
received. But he reminded the Executive that, 
while since Easter the Union's receipts and payments 
had balanced, we were now approaching the holiday 
period when receipts were necessarily smaller than 
usual. in the four months ending October 31st, 1.935 
and including the salaries and wages paid at the end 
of October, the excess of payments over receipts had 
amounted to more than £8,000. This year, owing to 
economies, the Union would be spending during this 
period some £2,300 less than last year. There was a 
margin at the Bank of £4,000 and if another £2,000 
could be obtained it would be sufficient to tide the 
Union over until the end of October. Dr. Garnett 
offered to place securities in the Bank for an 
additional overdraft of £1,000 for the next three 
months. If members of the Executive would guarantee
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another £2,000 no difficulty should arise during 
that period. The Committee expressed their apprecia­
tion of Dr. Garnett’s offer, but they felt that 
members of the Executive Committee ought to make 
themselves responsible for guaranteeing all the 
additional overdraft that might be required. Tt 
was

218.

219.

RESOLVED: "That the proposal that members of the 
Executive Committee be invited to share 
in guaranteeing any additional overdraft 
at the Bank which may be required before 
the end of October, be referred to the 
Finance Committee with power to act."

RESOLUTIONS. The Executive received resolutions from 
the Port Said Group, the National Council of Women, the 
Liberal Party Organisation, the Students Inter-Collegiate 
Committee of Selly Oak Colleges, and the Coventry Dis­
trict Committee. It was 
RESOLVED: (1) "That the Port Said Group, the National 

Council of Women and the Council of the 
Liberal Party Organisation be thanked for 
their resolutions and that their attention 
be directed to the similar sentiments 
expressed by the General Council at 
Scarborough."

(2) "That the Students Inter-Collegiate Com­
mittee of Seely Oak Colleges be thanked 
for their resolution."

(3) “That the Coventry District Committee be 
thanked for their resolution and informed 
that it has been considered by the Execu­
tive Committee."

MINUIES. Subject to the following report and decision 
on Minutes 207(b), 212 and 213, the Minutes of the Com­
mittee dated July 16th, 1936 were confirmed as circulated.

Qn Minute. 207(b) - 12 and 24 - International Peace 
Campaign, the Secretary reported that, pending a definite 
decision regarding the place of meeting for the World 
Congress, no action had been taken in regard to cir­
cularising the Union’s Branches on the subject of the

PC NoW that it had been decided that the Congress 
would meet in Brussels, Lord Cecil and Lord Lytton 
would settle the form of the communication to the 
Union's Branches.

Qn.„Minute 212 - The New Commonwealth, the Secretary re­
ported a communication from Lord Lytton and it was

RESOLVED: "That Lord Lytton, Lord Allen and Dr. Garnett 
be asked to represent the Union on the 
Liaison Committee with the New Commonwealth." 
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On_Minite 213_-_ItalvandAbyssinia, the Committee 
were Dcormed that the only report of Sir Sydney 
Barton’s which the Foreign Secretary had promised in 
Parliament (June 1.7th) should be printed as a White 
Paper had in fact been so printed in Command 521.3.

CO-OPTaTIONSTO_EXECUTIVL. Lady Gladstone presented a 
TePoro from the Co-optations Sub-Committee which had met on the previous day, and it was
RESOLVED: (1) That Mrs. Beale of Birmingham be co-opted 

as the Midlands representative on the 
Executive in place of Mr. L.J. Cadbury.»

(2) "That the following persons be co-opted to 
serve on the Executive for the year ending: 
June 30th, 1937:

Mr. Winston Churchill, M.P.
Mr. Gerald Palmer, M.P.
Miss Eleanor kethone, M.P.
Sir Frederick Whyte."

(3) "That a place on the Executive be reserved 
for a representative of the British 
Legion, and that the Secretary be asked 
to discuss this with Colonel Crosfield."

221. EEPOHK.ON.CILLECEIVLSCUEITY. The Executive considered 
bv .report onCoslective security (S.G,8409) submitted

Sub-Commitee appointed by the Executive on July 
! nd•It WaS reported that the Sub-Commit tee had con-' 
Siderd.various suggestions submitted by members of the 

Anlell iverrtonsther th.a crart report by Slr iorman A0e6h, In tne light of the sub-Committee’s discussion 
draft 8.10. Sir-Norman Angell had amended the 
arertureporo.nd1t Was now submitted to the Executive in 
11S revised form. Tae Executive proceeded to discuss 
rhearsport.paragraph Jb paragrapn. Suggested amendments 

irom Lord Cecil were read to the Committee.I U was
RESOLVED:

222.

-hatthe.reportas amended, from page 1 to the 
end O1 the first complete paragraph on page 24 
De PPTOVed and adopted subject to any minor * 
drafting changes which might commend them­
selves to Sir Norman Angell; and that the 
remainder of the report be considered bv the 
Executive at its next meeting on July 30th.

INTERNATIONAL PEz.CE CONGRESS. It was
RESOLVED: "That.the appointment of the Union’s delegation 

to the International Peace Congress at 
Brusselsbe left in the hands of Lady Gladstone and the Secretary."
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223. WORLD YOUTH CONGMSS. It was
RESOLVED: "Tnat the following persons be included as 

delegates or observers in the British con­
tingent to the World Youth Congress at Geneva 
in September:

Delegates.

Mr. G.J. Joyce

Miss N. Balfour 
Mr. Ted Willis 
Miss Harrod 
Mr. B. Leighton 
Miss S. Penn 
Mr, G.T. Hesketh

Mr. K.I. Henderson 
Miss D. Pickard

One member of the
Observers.

Methodist Social welfare Depart­
ment

Liberal National Organisation 
Labour League of Youth 
National Young Friends 
Catholic Social Guild 
Manchester Youth Peace Council 
Chairman, Cambridge Branch of 

the B.U.L.N.S.
Secretary " 11
Junior Treasurer, Manchester 

Branch of B.U.L.N.S.
Young Conservatives Union

B.U.L.N.S., New College, Oxford
B.U.L.N.S., Maria Grey Training

College, London.
Bedford College Peace Council
Leicester Youth Peace Council
Coventry " " u

u • a •

L.N.U. Youth Groups
Sheffield Youth Peace Council
Secretary, London Council of

Vocational Guidance.
L.N.U. Youth Groups
Young Conservatives Union

Mr. Gibson 
Miss Byworth) 
Miss Lewis ) 
Miss Higgs 
Miss Dougan 
Mr. Sidwell 
Mr. T. Jellis 
Miss Anne Sitwell 
Mr. Furness 
Miss Miller 

Miss Pice 
Two members of the

CLOSING OF OFFICE FOR AUGUST BANK HOLT IKY. It was

RESOLVED: "That the office be closed from 5.30 p.m. on
Friday, July 31st until 10 a.m. on Tuesday. 
August 4th."
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MINUIES OF A M.ETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMI ITLE HELD AT 
14, GROSVSNOR CRESCLNI, LONDON, S.W.l., ON THURSDAY,

JULY 301, 1936 AT 10.45 A.M

PRESENT: Lady Gladstone (in the Chair), Vyvyan Adams,
Lord alien, Sir Norman hngell, P.J. Noel Baker, 
Lady Violet Bonham Carter, Lord Dickinson, 
Admiral Drury-Lowe, Mrs. Dugdale , Miss Philippa 
Fawcett, Miss Megan Lloyd George, Miss Marjorie 
Graves, Lady Hall, Sir John Harris, Arthur 
Henderson, Lady Layton, James MucDonuld » 
G. le Mo Mander, Mark Patrick, Miss Eleanor 
Ruthbone, Councillor Shaw, Sir Archibald 
Sinclair. H.S. Syrett, General Temperley, 
together with the Secretary and the Deputy 
Secretary.

225, APOLOGIES. FOR ABSENCE were received from Michael Barkway, 
Mrs,"Beale, Captain Cazalet, Lord Cecil, the Dean of 
Chichester, Dame Adelaide Livingstone, Lord Lytton, 
Captain MacMillan, Dr. Gilbert Murray, Gerald Palmer, 
Nowell Smith, Major Lawrence Wright and Sir Alfred 
Zimmern.

226. DM3 ADELAIDE LIVINGSTONE. It was unanimously

RESOLVED: "That the Secretary be asked to write to
Dame Adelaide Livingstone, expressing the 
Committee’s sympathy with her in her illness 
and their earnest hope' for her speedy recovery?

227 REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

(a) Refugees. (Mrs. Dugdale- reported) Subject to the 
following report and decision on Minute 19, the 
Minutes of the committee dated July 20th, 1936, Were 
approved and adopted.

Z/These Minutes included (17) Minutes; (18) 
London Conference; (19) The assembly of the 
League and the Refugee Problem./

On Minute 19 — The Assembly of the League and the 
"Refugee Problem, it was

RESOLVED: "That, subject to the deletion of the
second and third Sentences from paragraph 
(b), the memorandum prepared by the 
Refugees Committee (S.G.0420) be approved 
and adopted; and that, in addition to 
being circulated in the manner recommended 
by the Committee, a copy be also sent to 
Lord Mes ton.11

The Executive congratulated Miss Marjorie Graves on 
her appointment as a substitute delegate to the forth­
coming Assembly. They asked that Miss Graves should
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be supplied with any further information on the 
, : , ' subject of refugees which was in the Union’s 

possession and was likely to be of use in her work 
- ‘ . on'the. Fifth Commission. Mrs. Dugdale undertook

to discuss the subject with Miss Graves.

(b-)-. Finance. Committee. (Dr. Garnett reported) The 
Minutes of the Committee dated July 29th, 1936 were 
approved and adopted.

/TneseMihutes included (81) Minutes; (82) 
■ Financial Statement; (83) Bank Overdraft;

(84) Union Finances; ,(85) Signing of Cheques;
(86) Passing of Cheques for Payment./

On Minute 82 — Financial Statement, after reporting 
, . on the present financial situation of the Union as

■ :.r set forth 1 the Finance Committee's Minute, the 
.'Secretary stated that 4,200 more new members had 
'"'been enrolled, so far this" year and 1,000 more 

renewal subscriptions had been paid than during the 
corresponding period a year -ago.

228. MINUTES. Subject to the following report-on Minute 220, 
the Minutes of the Committee dated July 24th, 1936 were 

- confirmed as circulated.

.Qn Minute 220 ^-Co-optations. the Chairman welcomed 
Miss Eleanor Pathbone who was attending the Executive 
for the first time.

The Secretary reported, that Mrs. Beale and Mr. 
Gerald Palmer had accepted-the invitation to join the 
Executive, but that no reply had yet-been received from 
Mr. Winston Churchill. Dr. Garnett read to the Com­
mittee a letter dated July 28th from Sir Frederick 
Whyte,j thanking the Committee for their kind invita­
tion but. stating that he preferred not to undertake 
the. duty since there were certain aspects of the 
Union's policy with which he was not in as full 
sympathy as a member of its Executive ought to be. 
Lady Gladstone expressed her willingness, if an 
opportunity offered, to discuss with Sir Feederick the 
Executive's invitation to him to join the Committee.

229» • iNTEPl^TjjoNriL. PEmCE CONGRESS. The Secretary reported 
. tht he had discussed with Lord Cecil on the previous 

i. : ’ day the composition of the Union's delegation to the 
I.P.O. Congress which would meet in Brussels from 
September/rd to 6th.

at the request of the Executive Mr. Noel Baker 
described the.aims of 'the Congress and the programme it 
was proposed to. follow. .’The Committee hoped that the 
Union's delegation to the Congress would be as representa­
tive as-possible, and it was
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RESOLVED: "That a letter be sent to every member of 
the Executive, asking them to notify the 
Secretary as soon as possible if they are 
able and willing to join the Union’s delega­
tion to the I.P.G. Congress at Brussels."

Mr. Noel Baker undertook to prepare a memorandum con­
cerning the Congress which could be sent to members of 
the Executive with the letter mentioned above.

The Secretary reported that at Lord Cecil's request 
he had submitted to him the draft of a letter to be 
sent to the Branches of the Union concerning the I.P.C.

230. LOCAL I.P.C, COMMITTEES AND LOCAL PEACE COUNCILS. The 
Secretary reported that he' was receiving letters from 
Branches of the Union from time to time stating that it 
had been suggested to them to form a local international 
Peace Campaign Committee and that the Branch proposed 
to be represented along with other bodies, on such a local 
I.P.C. Committee. The Secretary had dealt with these 
letters in the light of the resolution adopted by the 
General Council at Bournemouth in June, 1934. He under­
stood that it was the intention of the Executive that 
the local Branches of the Union should form the nucleus 
of the local activity of the I.P.C.

Sir Norman Angell drew the attention of the Execu­
tive to the local Peace Councils which were being formed 
in various parts of the country by the National Peace 
Council. He suggested that the Secretary should write 
to the Union’s Branches advising them not to accept the 
invitation of the National Peace Council. The Branches 
should be told that there would be no objection to a co­
ordinating body being formed with which they could co­
operate, but that there would be an objection to individual 
membership. After discussion it was

RESOLVED: "That the question of the formation of Local 
Peace Councils be further considered by the 
Executive Committee in the autumn, with the 
suggestion that Doctor Murray should be 
asked to discuss the matter with the Chairman 
of the National Peace. Council." -

231« REPORT ON COLLECTIVE SECURITY. The Executive resumed 
consideration of the draft Report on Collective Security 
(8.G,8409). Suggested amendments by Lord Cecil and Mr.

Arnold Forster were read to the meeting. After dis­
cussing the remainder of the Report paragraph by paragraph 
it was

RESOLVED: "That the draft Report, after being amended by 
Sir Norman Angell in the light of the Execu­
tive’s discussion, be circulated to all members 
of the Executive with the request that they 
should notify the Secretary within ten days of 
any amendments they wish to suggest; that
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theresfter it be left to Lord Allen. Sir

' Norman Angell, Lord Cecil, Lord Lytton, and 
Doctor Murray, in the light of such amend­
ments as may he received, to settle the 
final text of the Report for pudlication; 
and that, so soon as the Report is published, 
copies be communicated to H.M. Government 
and to the members of the British delegation 
to the League's Assembly."

On the motion of Lord Dickinson, it was further

RESOLVED: "That the cordial thanks of the Executive be 
conveyed to Sir Norman Angell for the very 
interesting and valuable report he had pre­
pared.

232. IIALY_AND ABYSSINIA. The Secretary reported a communica­
tion from Lord Noel Buxton, and it was

RESOLVED: “That the Secretary be asked to inform Lord 
Noel Buxton that the Executive Committee is 
averse from the granting of an Italian mandate 
over Abyssinia."

233. DRHLAND..OBIUM TRAFFIC IN NORTH CHINA. The Executive 
gave further consideration to a Minute of the Opium 
Committee dated June 25th in the light of a letter 
written by Sir Malcolm Delevingne to Doctor Murray 
on July 23rd. It was

234.

235.

236.

RESOLVED: "That no action be taken on the Opium Com­
mittee's Minute at the present time."

MNZIC-AND^IHE. LEAGUE. The Committee had before them a 
draft resolution (S.G.8426) and after discussion It was

RESOLVED; "That the Executive Committee hopes that His 
Majesty's Government will do all in their 
power to uphold the High Conmnissioner for 
Danzig in the execution of his duties.”

^^^N-WOaOHD^WELmiiNT OF THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS. 
The Execuive had before them copies of the Report on 
shs Reform and Development of the League of Nations which 
had.bee n.amended by the General Council at its Scarborough meeting and commended to the Branches for study. The 
seorexary called attention to the note on page 2 and 
stated that the Report was being printed and would be sent 
to Branches and Foundation Members within the next few days
RECRUITING. It was

RESOLVED: "That consideration of Mr. Manner's proposal 
concerning Minute 56 of the Youth Committee 
dated July 5th, 1936, be adjourned until the 
next meeting of the Executive."
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237.
ration FOR ASSEMBLY DBLaGKMS. The secretary reported 
that Lady Gladstone had offered to give a party in 
September at which members of the Executive would be in 
vited to meet the members of the British delegation to 
the League's Assembly. It was

RESOLVED: "That the cordial thanks of the Executive be 
conveyed to Lady Gladstone."

238. RECOGNITION QB’ BROICHES. It was

RESOLVED: "That the following Branch, 4 Corporate 
Associates and 8 Corporate Members be
recognised:
Branch. Sarnau (Merionethshire)

End Women's 
Iusultute;

; The Stours
CorporaGe Associates. Rotten 
Institute; Spofforth Women's 
stadhampton 'Women's Institute 
Women's Institute.
Corporate Members. Carr Road Methodist 
Church, Nelson; Divisional Labour Party, 
streatham; St. Andrew's Presbyterian 
Church, Battersea Rise; St. Mark s Church, 
Forest Gate; Trinity Methodist Church, 
Cleethorpes; Mansfield Road Women's 
Fellowship, Nottingham; Union Row Congre­
gational Church, Handsworth; Burlington 
Methodist Church, Bridlington."

(2) "That the appropriate certificates bearing 
the seal of the Union be issued."

239. DATE OF NEXT MEETING. It was
RESOLVED: "That the next ordinary meeting of the Executive 

be held at 11 a.m. on Thursday, September iftn; 
but that it be left to the Ciluirinan to call a 
special meeting at an earlier date if he 
thinks such a course desirable."
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MINUTES OF A MEBTING OF THE EXECUIV_ COMVVITTEE HELD 
ON THURSDAY, AUGUST 27Tli, 1936. AT 15, GROSVENOR

CRESCENT, s.w. 1., AT 3 PM
PRESENT: Dr. Gilbert Murray (in the Chair), Vyvyun 

Adams, Lord Cecil, Miss Philippa Fawcett, 
Mies M. Graves, Lady Hall, Sir Arthur Haworth, 
Lord Lytton, Miss Eleanor Rathbone, Councillor
H.F. Shaw,. Nowell. Smith, , together with the 
Secretary and the Deputy Secretary.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Mrs. Beale, 
Lady Violet Bonham Carter, F.M. Burris, Miss K.D.
Courtney, Mrs. Dugdale, Admiral Drury-Lowe, L-dy 
Gladstone, Miss M. Lloyd George, Arthur Henderson, 
Dr. C.W. Kimmins, Lady Layton, James MacDonald, Captain 
H. MacMillan, G. Ie M. Mander, Gerald Palmer, Sir 
Archibald Sinclair and General Temperley.

SPAIN.
(a) Mr. C^rritt. The Chairman reported that Mr. Corritt 
had attended a Youth Conference in Puris and that this 
Conference had agreed to send a Franco-British delegation 
to Sp.in for the purpose of securing information. _ Mr. 
Carritt had been appointed a member of the delegation 
and immediately communicated with Mr. G-untlett, the 
Chairman of the National Youth Committee, who agreed to 
his going, but he had not communicated with Dr. Murray 
or with the Secretary. Dr. Murray had since spoken to 
Mr. Carritt and reproved him for going on such a mission 
without first obteining his approval or that of the 
Secretary of the Union. The only difficulty now remaining 
was that Mr. Carritt had been billed to speak tt several 
meetings on the subjact of Spain, including one that 
evening at which the only, other speaker was a Communist. 
After considerable discussion it was ■ ;

RESOLVED. (1) " the Executive regrets that Mr. Carritt 
has undertaken to speuk on Spain -t the
meeting on August 27th and asks him not to 
make, any further speeches on this subject."

(2) . "That the Chairm n be asked to see him 
before the meeting."

(3) "That further considertion of the question 
of speeches by members of the staff on 
controversial subjects be adjourned till 
the next meeting."

it was also reported that although no circular letters 
could be issued from this Office without the permission 
of the Secretary or the Deputy Secretary, the Cnirmn 
of the Youth Committee had secured names und addresses 
from the Office and sent out a circulir from his private 
address. The Chairman said that he h-d spoken to



Mr. Guuntlett, who h.d tried to remedy his error by 
leaving out any reference to the Union on the handbills.

(b) The Present Situation. At the request of the Com­
mittee, the Chairman had invited Professor Castillejo, 
an eminent Spunish educ tionalist and u member of the 
I.C.I.C. who had recently arrived in London from Sp.in 
to spe-k to the Committee.

Professor Castillejo gave .n account of the terrible 
conditions in Sp-in Lnd mude two suggestions for their 
llevi tion. (1) That some .arrangement should be made 
through ... neutral country to enable the Spanish people 
to obtain information about their relations in other 
parts of the country in the hands of the opposing party, 
and, where possible, for the exchange of individu..ls;
(2) the creation of a.neutral zone to which women, children 
elderly .nd infirm people might go. He understood th..t 
the Government party would be quite willing to agree to 
these sugestions and he thought that tne other side 
would certainly gree to the first and most prob.b1y the 
second.

Lord Cecil thought these mutters could best be t.ken 
up by the Red Cross end after discussion it w.S

RESOLVED: "Th..t the Secretary and Professor C.stillejo 
discuss the mutter with the uthoritles of the 
Red Cross."

Sir Arthur Haworth suggested th t the situation 
might well be brought before the League under Article 11 
of the Covenant but it w.S generally considered that 
now th t the arms embargo h..d bcen imposed & meeting of 
the L‘8ue Council to discuss the matter would only arouse 
further animosity, particularly in view of the possible 
non-co-operation of Italy and the absence of Germany.

ABYSSINIA. The Committee h.d before them & report 
(dated 17th July, 1936) from Captain Brophil who had 
recently returned from Gore. At the request of the 
Committee, Captain Brophil was present during the dis­
cussion of his report. Lady Gladstone had askd the 
Committee to consider the question of publishing and 
sending to the subscribers to the aeroplane fund a precis 
of this report (S.G.8454) which she and Lord Lytton had 
prepared. Lord Lytton pointed out that the precis 
omitted all reference to the question of a mandate for 
Abyssinia S both he and Lady Gladstone felt th t it was 
inadvisable for any suggestion on this matter to be 
published in this country, A letter from General 
Temperley (dated August 25th) was read suggesting th.t it 
was unwise to mention the British Consul or the numes of 
the Abyssiniuns forming the Provisional Government. The 
Committee approved of General Temperley’s proposals, and 
it was ...greed that Lady Gladstone be so informed.
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The Committee discussed fully the question of . 

Tndate for estern Abyssini -nd the possibility of 
bringing the request of the G11 chiefs for such 0 
mondate.s reported ky Captin Bropnit, to the attention 
0ao08.H8.60e. The Committee wers unanimous in con- 
s1d2 ring.tht it W:s .impossible for the British Govern­ment to t-ke any Iction in this miter. r Murray 
read : letter (dated august 23rd) fromr.ir.CrYtt 
Ater hearing captain Brophil, the Committee

R-8OLV.D: That the Emperor nignt present to the League 
' memorandum setting out the fact tht only 
some-rirtn of Abyssinia is in occupation of 
the Italians ‘.nd that the Whole of the West 
EhiPrscotul nd being governed by the native

that with a view to minimising the sufferings 
ol his people, the Emperor should suggest 
In 0 "estorn Abyssinia be put under a mandate, 
the monantory being some Government not 
promanetmyconcerned with the present dispute 

The Emperor might add that he ha reason to 
believe that an arrangement of this kind would 
be acceptable to the native chiefs."

The Committee 
who mentioned

243.

244.

then heard - short report from Mr. Garrett, 
he relationship of the Sudan to Abysinic.

UOimCs.: Th Secretary .reported that of the 
--sO•O Which it hid been hoped to get by th. i s+ 

October more thn elqchid1recdybeen securst, 
put th »t only 230 hud been promised towards the nin_ 
tclnc fund of £11,000 a yer.

RAI.O.COLL-CEIV.SECUKITY. ‘ The secret.ry reported 
th ,t the Sub-Committee would meet towords the middle of 
September to make final arrangements for the public tlon 
oi this Report. It was

RESOLVED. “That Sir Arthur Salter be invited to serve 
on the suD-Cormitt.u to consider amendments 
proposed by different members of the Executive."

245. JcT^taiAiIOKuL RaaCE CONGRESS. It was reported th .t the 
following would represent the Executive Committee t the 
International- Pe ice Congress; ,

Lord Allan Dr. Garnett
Mr. Arnold-Forster, Lord Lytton
Mrs. Corbett Ashby, Miss Eleanor Rathbone
P.J. Noel Baker, Councillor H.F. Sh/w
Lord Cecil,
Miss Courtney,
Lord Dickinson (who would also be attending us 

the President of the World Alliance for Inter- 
national Friendship through the Churches.)
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In addition 87 representatives were attending from 51 
Branches.

Lord Cecil said th.t there had been a remarkable 
response from a large number of societies and he thought 
that about 500 delegates would be going from this country.

A communication from Lady Gladstone concerning the 
representation of the International Federation of League 
of Nations Societies was reported to the Committee and it 
was

RESOLVED: "That the Secretary be asked to inform Lady 
Gladstone that the Executive Committee is of 
opinion that it would be as well for the 
Federation to be represented at the Inter- 
national Peace Congress."

RECEPTION TO ASSEMBLY DELEGATES. It was reported that 
Mr. Eden had been unable to accept the invitation to 
attend the reception and that it had therefore been con­
sidered advisable not to hold it.

RESIGNATION OF LORD LUGARD FrOvi MANDATES COMMISSION. 
It was

RESOLVED: "That a letter of regret at his resign tion 
be sent to Lord Lug-rd"

■/VELSHPOOL Cz^iR rAfnijITY. It was reported that a boy, 
Ronald Randell, had been drowned at the Junior C.mp at 
Welshpool. The Chairman had written to the boy's father 
expressing the sympathy of the Union. In his reply
Mr. Randell acknowledged that the Union was not negligent.

STaFF .’UESTION8. The Secretary reported that he had 
received letters from Captain a.E.W. Thomas and Mr. F.E. 
Figgures resigning their appointments with the Union. It 
was

RESOLVED; (1) "That Captain Thomas be asked to reconsider 
his decision."

(2) "That Dr. Murray, Lord Lytton and the 
Secretary be asked to meet the Executive 
Committee of the British Universities 
League of Nations Society -nd discuss 
Mr. Figgures• resignation. "
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE HELD AT 
14, GROSVENOR CRESCENT, S.W. 1., ON THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 

17TH, 1936 AT 11 A.M.

PRESENT: Dr. Gilbert Murray (in the Chair), Vyvyan 
Adams, Sir Norman Angell, Mrs. Corbett Ashby, 
P.J. Noel Baker, Mrs. Beale, Captain V.A. 
Cazalet, Lord Cecil, Miss Judith Corcoran, 
Miss K.D, Courtney, Lord Dickinson, Mrs. 
Dugdale, Miss Philippa Fawcett, Lady Gladstone, 

. Lady Hall, Arthur Henderson, Miss Eleanor
Ks*rh.bald 5nlair Rathbone Nowell Smith, H.Se Syrett, Major 

Lawrence Wright together with the.Secretary 
and Deputy Secretary.

250. APOLOGIES-FOR ABSENCE were received from Lord Allen, 
Michael Barkway, Lady Violet Bonham Carter, Major 
Anthony Buxton, Admiral Drury-Lowe, Miss Graves, Sir 
Arthur Haworth, Miss M. Lloyd George, Dame Adelaide 
Livingstone, Lord Lytton, James MacDonald, Captain H. 
MacMillan, Gerald Palmer, Sir Alfred Zimmern.

251. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.

(a) Youth Committee. The Minutes of the Committee dated
23rd August, 1936 were approved and adopted.

/These Minutes included (61) Minutes; (62) Spain;
(63) Youth Groups Resolutions; (64) Youth Hostels 
Association; (65) Next National Council; (66) 
World Youth Congress./

(b) Finance Committee. (The Secretary reported) Subject 
to the decision on Minute 94 recorded in Minute 261 
below, the Minutes of the Finance Committee dated 
September 16th, 1936, were approved and adopted.

/These Minutes included (87) Minutes; (88) 
Financial Statement; (89) Maintenance Fund;
(90) Report of Director of Appeals; (91.) 
International Peace Banquet; (92) Payment of 
Staff Insurance Premiums; (93) Union Finances;
(94) International Peace Campaign; (93) Passing 
of Cheques for Payment./

252. BRANCH RESOLUTION. The Executive received a resolution 
from the East of Scotland District Council and it was 

RESOLVED; "That the East of Scotland District Council 
be thanked and be informed that a report on 
the subject of Sir Thomas Holland’s proposals 
in regard to the ’Mineral Sanction’ is in 
course of preparation by a sub-Committee of 
the Executive."
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253, MINUTDS. Subject to the following report on Minutes 226, 
241 and 244, the Minutes of the Committee dated July 
30th and August 27th, 193b, were confirmed as circulated.

On Minute 226 - Dame Adelaide Livingstone, the 
Executive were glad to learn from Lord Cecil that Dome 
Adelaide Livingstone was making a good recovery from 
her recent illness.

On Minute 241 - Spain, the Chairman reported that 
Professor Castlllejo was now in communication with the 
International Red Cross in regard to the two proposals 
he had outlined to the Executive at their last meeting. 
Professor Castlllejo had seen a member of the Foreign 
Office on the subject and was also in close touch with 
the Society of Friends.

Qn_M.inuta 244 — Report on Collective Security, it was 
reported that the sub-Conmittee was meeting that after­
noon to make a final revision of the pamphlet on 
Collective Security. Copies would be sent as soon as 
possible after the meeting to the press and to members 
of the British delegation to the Assembly.

Gn Minute 249 - Staff Questions, it was

RESOLVED; (1)

(2)

"That Captain h.E.W. Thomas' resignation 
be accepted with very deep regret;

"That a sub-Committee, consisting of 
Dr. Murray, Lord Lytton, Lady Gladstone, 
Mr. Syrett and Dr. Garnett, be appointed 
to consider the question of a successor 
to Captain Thomas and to make proposals 
for consideration by the Administration 
Committee."

254. CO-OPTATIONS. The Secretary read to the Committee a 
letter dated 22nd August from Mr. Winston-Churchill, 
thanking the Executive for their invitation to join the 
Committee- but regretting that he did not feel able to 
undertake the duty at the present time having regard to 
his other political and literary work. Mr. Churchill 
added that, as President of the New Commonwealth Society, 
he would be in close and amicable touch with the Executive’s 
proceedings. It was

RESOLVED: "That the Co-optations 
to meet and to make a 
to the Executive."

Sub-Committee be asked 
further rocomme ndation

The Chairman welcomed Mrs. Beale who was attending the 
Executive for the first time.

The names of the Duchess of Atholl and Mr. Harold 
Nicolson were suggested for consideration by the Sup- 
Conm.l Ite e.

Lady Gladstone reported that she had not yet had an 
opportunity of discussing with Sir Frederick Whyte, the
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Executive’s invitation to join the Committee, but she 
would endeavour to see him as soon as possible.

LLL.ANDABYSSINL6. The Executive had before them a 
copy 01 a statement issued by the Ethiopian Legation in 
regard to the present situation in Abyssinia (S.G,8482), 
from which it appeared that not only was the Italian 
occupation confined to a very small part of the country 
but that the Government at Gore was in constant touch 
with the Emperor.

The Executive considered a draft resolution sub­
mitted by Admiral.Drury-Lowe and Sir Arthur Haworth, as 
well as a resolution drafted by the Chairman. After 
discussion it — was

RESOLVED: (1)

(2)

"That the Executive Committee of the League 
of Nations Union trusts that H.M. Govern­
ment will resist any proposal that may be 
made for depriving Ethiopia of its right 
to be represented at the Assembly of the 
League of Nations."

“That a short communique be prepared giving 
the reasons for the Executive's decision, 
for circulation with the above resolution 
to the press." 

256.

257.

gyMgY AW. RUSSIA. Captain Cazalet gave the Executive 
anuinzerestins.account of the impressions he had received 
Rourn818 recent visit to Russia, Germany, Hungary and

SPAIN.oThe,Sccretary reported that a number of enquiries
-8 N ng him trim members of the Union concerning 

ths.Fxecutive S sttitude to the situation in Spain. He 
Mr borzhe Committec, he nad just received from 
ne ouraVie’f, one of the Union’s voluntary speakers. 
SHE8g6ing.thaf the Union should take the lead in support- ine spanish democracy and organising medical aid. At 
the i reguest of the Committee Lord Cecil drafted the following resolution:

The Executive Committee

1n .Recognising that a policy of non-intervention 
in the civil war in Spain is necessitated by the 
European situation, y

ppBelieves that such a policy must be made onsectivs in all countries concerned in order to be JSU, and

almUrees H.M. Government to use all means ofIplomatic pressure to induce Portugal to join the 
other countries in active non-intervention.

But after discussion it was
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RESOLVED: "That no formal resolution be adopted, but 
that the Secretary be asked to use the above 
draft as a general indication of the line to 
be taken in answering enquiries on the subject?

258. RECRUITING. In the absence of Mr. Mander it was

RESOLVED: "That consideration of this item be adjourned."

259. SPEECHES BY MEMBERS OF THE UNIONS STAFF ON CONTROVERSIAL 
SUBJECTS. It was

RESOLVED: “That consideration of this item be adjourned 
until the next meeting."

260. GENEVA WORLD YOUTH CONGRESS. Miss Corcoran presented to 
the Executive the following report on the first World 
Youth Congress held in Geneva from August 31st to 
September 7th:

1. (1) This first World Youth Congress was organised by 
the International Federation of League of Nations Societies. 
In most countries, as here, the League Society asked a 
co-ordinating committee of youth organisations to prepare 
the national delegation. as a consequence, many dele­
gates included representatives of every kind of opinion. 
The British delegation was particularly remarkable in this 
respect.

(2) There were present 740 delegates and observers 
from 36 nations and 11 international youth organisations.

German and Italian delegates were absent, although 
they had participated in the preparations of the inter­
national organising committee up to July 10th.

The French delegation at the Congress submitted an 
appeal to the German Youth to rejoin the permanent com­
mittee which was set up.

(3) . The Congress was a demonstration of support for 
the principles of international co-operation and collective 
defence. _ The reports submitted by the Commissions contain 
far-reaching political and economic proposals which were 
unanimously adopted after hard discussion. as the League 
interpreter remarked: "If only this were the real thing.'1

(4) COMMISSION I on "The Organisation of Peace" made 
the following report:

1. It is not the League which has failed, but the 
Governments have failed to fulfil their obligations 
under the Covenant. 11 

11. Therefore there should be a League of peoples 
acting as a consultative body and giving authority 
to the representatives of Governments.
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ill. Any reform of the League must be of such a nature • 
as to strengthen Its authority.

Iv. Such measures as: an automatic definition of an 
aggressor, and pacts of mutual assistance organised 
on a regional basis within the framework of the 
League, would strengthen confidence in collective 
defence

v. The organisation of peace requires the nationalisa­
tion of arms manufacture and the international 
control of the traffic in arms.

(5) CCWISSION II nn »Youth in the Economic and Social 
-rder condemned the policy of Economic Naturalism

1. as a cause of unemployment and malnutrition among 
young people and at the same time as a factor con­
tributing to the nationalist attitude which ex- 
plained all want and humiliation at home by pointing 
to the foreigner over the border.

11. On the basis of reports submitted by various 
national delegations Commission II proposed that a
Charter of the Hights of Youth" should be prepared 

and submitted to the I.L.O. and to all governments 
as well as to organisations of employers and employed.

his Charter should deal with such questions as 
-outh Unemployment, Hours and Conditions of Work. 
Training and Education, Holidays, etc.

ill. On the Colonial question, the Commission suggested 
that the mere transfer of colonies or mandates from 
one power to another would in no way solve the 
Pol1tical.and economic rivalries of the powers nor 
Sawasfy.tne demands of justice to the colonial and 

mandated people whose interests are the first concern.
(6) COMMISSION III.

Having agreed on the necessity and desirabilitv of cozoperation between organisa.t/on of fundamentally ‘an. 
128onistic.philosopnies (e.z. Catholics and Communists) 
onanmmediate issues concerning peace and social welfare. 
ProP osed a. number of practical measures for the organlsa- tion.o5 international understanding through publicity and educaulon •

(Z)—COMMISSION IV.__ "The International duty of Youth*

for The.task of this Commission was to formulate plans ror Ihe continuation of the work begun at the Congress. 
The.Plenarv.session or the Congress unanimously adopted 
corssolution.to 11 UP an International Youth Committee 
bodv10684.9o5 two representatives of each national liaison 
internationalating, together with one representative of each 
room in ton L? rsanisstion. The Committee will have a .oomin the offices of the Federation, and will work in close collaboration with it. “p.r o
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The main function of the International Youth Com­
mittee will be to give publicity to the findings of the 
Congress, organise another Congress within a few years 
and seek the co-operation of youth in countries not yet 
represented.

The final session passed a unanimous vote of 
thanks and appreciation to the International Federation 
of the League of Nations Societies for the great work 
it had performed in bringing together the leaders of 
the Youth peace movement of the world.

The Secretary stated that he had spoken with many 
members of the British delegation to the Congress. They 
all believed that it was the most successful enterprise ever 
undertaken by the International Federation.

261. INTERNATIONAL PEACE CiWAIGN. The Executive received with 
much interest the report on the Brussels Peace Congress con­
tained in the I.P.C. WEEKLY BULLETIN for September 10th.

Lord Cecil said that the Congress had manifested a 
passionate feeling, such as he had never seen in any other 
international gathering, that peace was essential and that 
the only possible form of peace was through the League. He 
urged that some action should be taken immediately to follow 
this up. He hoped that, in Great Britain, the local, 
organisations of the Union would show themselves in every 
respect friendly to the I.P.C. movement. The actual atti­
tude they took must depend partly on the local circumstances, 
but broadly speaking they should aim at taking the lead in 
the movement and be prepared to act as the convening body 
of any conference that might be called on the subject. Lord 
Cecil added that joint meetings of all the societies repre­
sented at the Congress might be desirable, but he hoped that 
political considerations on all sides would be ruled out. 
He suggested that a circular letter on these lines should be 
issued immediately to the Union’s Branches.

The question of funds for the I.P.C. was then raised and 
the Executive had before them Minute No. 94 of the Finance 
Committee of the previous day. Lord Cecil said that he 
regarded himself as entirely bound by the decision recorded 
in Minute 93 of the Executive Committee dated March 26th that 
the I.P.C. ’would find its own funds but would collect 
nothing in the United Kingdom except in consultation with 
the Union’s Appeals Committee’.

’ Mr. Syrett agreed with Lord Cecil’s statement but he 
felt that the new movement should be brought as far as possible 
into, the Union. There were, in his opinion, too many 
societies working throughout the country and there was great 
danger of the Union’s members being misled. In regard to 
finance, he felt that the Union should endeavour to work out 
some scheme which would give Lord-Cecil the money he needed 
for the I.P.C. But he despaired of ever-getting the 
finances of the Union on.to a stable foundation if special 
appeals of this kind were, to be issued on behalf of other 
movements by the President of the Union.
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Lord Cecil said he was all in favour of the I.P.C. 
working in the closest possible manner with the Union, 
but he urged that members should not allow any feeling 
of loyalty to the Union to make it impossible to have 
any new movements.

Mr. Henderson reported on the very successful 
demonstration held under the auspices of the French I.P,C. 
which he had attended in Paris on August 8th and at 
which all sections of opinion were represented.

After considerable discussion it was

RESOLVED: (1) "That it be left to Lord Cecil and Dr. 
Murray, together with the Secretary, to 
prepare a letter concerning the Inter­
national peace Campaign for circulation 
to the Union's Branches."

(2) "That, as recommended by the Finance Com­
mittee in Minute 94 of 16th September, con­
sideration of Lord Cecil’s memorandum on 
Post—Congress Work (8.G.8470) be referred 
to the Sub-Committee consisting of Mr. Noel 
Baker, Lord Cecil, Lady Gladstone, Lady 
Layton, Lord Lytton, Professor Murray and 
Mr. Syrett, appointed by the Executive on 
March 5th and 12th (Minutes 72(1) and 77).“

. Lady Gladstone stated that the relationship between 
the Federation and the I.P.C. was included on the agenda 
for the autumn meeting of the Federation to be held in 
Geneyaon.Sunday, 4th October. She asked any members of 
tn Executive who. expected to be in Geneva at that time 
with her. be willing to attend the meeting to communicate

that time

g Miss Rathbone raised the question of the co-operation 
that th bion.Pacirists with the I.P.C. It was suggested 

matter, as well as the co-operation of party 
political organisations, should be referred for consldera- 
alon.0y the Sub-Committee mentioned in resolution (2)

262. LOCAL. PLaCL COUNIOILS. It was

263.

R-SOLVED: “That the Sub-Committee appointed in Minute 261(2) 
above be also asked to consider the question of 
the formation of Local Peace Councils now 
taking place in various parts of the country and 
to recommend what action the Executive might 
take in regard to them."

MINUTE.OP, MEGTTNG OF GENERAL COUIOIL. The 
xocuive.nad,before.them the Minutes of the annul Meeting 

to 2ne.Generz1 Council held at Scarborough from June 19th 
-° f3rd, 1536. It was
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RESOLVED: "That it be left to the Chairman to refer to 

the appropriate sub-Committees for their 
consideration and report such resolutions of 
the General Council as require action by the 
Executive." -

264. VISS_VLOLET OAKLEY'S PREGEN MION TO LORD CEQTT, . M ss
Violet Oakley presented to Lord Cecil, as a mark of her 
deep faith in the League and of her great appreciation 
of Lord Cecil’s magnificent work for peace, a beautifully 
bound album containing reproductions of her drawings 
illustrative of THE LA.W TRIUMPHANT. Miss Oakley stated 
that her original drawings were to be given to the League 
of Nations Library at Geneva where they would be displayed.
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NFIDENIIAL LEAGUE OF NATIONS UNION 28.9.36.

MINUTES OF A MEEIING OF THE EXECUTIVL COLMIITEE HELD

AT 14, GROSVENOR CRESCENT, LONDON, S.W. 1., ON THURSDaY, 
SEPTEMBER 24TH, 193b, AT 11 A.M.

PRESENT: Dr. Gilbert Murray (in the Chair), Vyvyan 
Adams, Sir Norman Angell, Michael Barkway, 
F.M. Burris, Major Anthony Buxton, Lord Cecil, 
Miss Judith Corcoran, Mrs. Dugdale, Miss 
Philippa Fawcett, Lady Gladstone, Lady Hall, 
Dr. C.W. Kimmins, Lady Layton, Dame Adelaide 
Livingstone, Gerald Palmer, Miss Bleanor 
Rathbone, Major Lawrence Wright, together with 
the Secretary and Deputy Secretary.

26 $. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Mrs. Corbett 
Ashby, Mrs. Beale, Captain V.a. Cazalet, Admiral Drury- 
Lowe, Miss M. Lloyd George, Miss Marjorie Graves, 
Arthur Henderson, James MacDonald, Sir Archibald Sinclair, 
General Temperley and Sir Alfred Zirmern.

266. MINUTES. Subject to the following report on Minutes 255, 
260,261 and 262, the Minutes of the meeting dated 
September 17th, 1930, were confirmed as circulated.

On Minute 267 — Italy and Abyssinia, it was reported 
that the resolution had been broadcast and had also 
appeared in the press.

0„n Minute 260 — Geneva World Youth Congress, the 
Chairman reported that Dr. Schairer, one of the 
organisers of the International Student Service, had 
written to him in enthusiastic terms about the Youth 
Congress and had praised, in particular, the work of 
the English delegates.

On.Minutes 261 - International Peace Campaign, and 
2b2 - Local Peace Councils, the Executive had before 
them copies of the circular letter dated September 23rd 
which had been sent to all Branches of the Union in 
accordance with the Committee’s decision. Sir Norman 
Angell suggusted that there should be an informnal 
mooting between members of the Executive and, say, half 
a dozen secretaries of Branches who had beun confronted 
with the difficulty presented by the formation of Local 
Peace Councils.

267. CO-OPTATIONS. The Chairman welcomed Mr. Gerald palmer 
who was attending the Committee for the first time.

The Secretary remindad tn Executive that there wure 
at present two vacancies on the Committee, one of which 
was being reserved for a representative of the British 
Legion and about which h hoped to consult Colonel 
CrosTield in the near future. The Co-optations Sub­
committee had met earlier that morning and, on their recom­
mendation, it was
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RESOLVED; "That, for the present, no action be taken 
to fill the other vacancy on the Executive."

Mr. Vyvyan Adams suggested that the name of Brigadier- 
General Spears should be borne in mind when the vacancy 
was next being considered.

268.

269.

ITALLAND.ABYSSINIA. The Executive Committee noted with 
satisfaction that the Assembly had accepted the report 
of its Credentials Committee recommending the admission 
of the Abyssinian delegation. After discussion, in 
the course of which the Executive were reminded of the 
reference to the expulsion of Italy from the League con- 
talned in the resolution adopted at the Scarborough 

meeting of the General Council, it was

RESOLVED; (1) “That the Executive Committee of the League 
of Nations Union expresses its deep satis­
faction that, in the matter of the presence 
of the Abyssinian delegation, the Assembly 
of the League of Nations has come to a 
decision in accordance with just principles 

.and in disregard of temporary diplomatic 
convenience."

(2) "'.Chat this resolution be communicated to 
HoMe Government and to the press."

SPaT. TheSxecutive further considered the situation 
in Pulne Ihe Chairman thought that, juridicajy +h, mattar could bs orouent to < Le,gu!’uS!r Article in.
In sho,805en ce of Italy this might now usefully 05 done 
HS thoueht tae Union should view with the greatest concern 
of otheJ countries! strong Powers 1n th domestic affairs

pritMaJor.Buxtonfelt that France rat® than Great matt i shound..t ake the initiative In any action in this ' 
mt&u; Sir Norman Angell suggested that, as a first 
ap'lndlcatlon of arX should, to secure from Paris 
to teS. f thi 11 the French Government was likely

m . The Exocutiv. considered a proposal 
minted by the Austrian Leegu, of Nations 
discussion by the kuprosentauive Council 
national Federation at Geneva on October

(S.G.8493) sub- 
Society for 
of the Inter- 
4th. It was

RESOLVED Ta.t the Union's delegates be asked to deal 
with this matter at their discretion after 
consulting the French-delegation in the manner 
suggested by Sir Norman angull above."

asked to decl

270. y 1113 STAFF ON CONTitoVBRSTal--3-s: , Tho EXtcutivc Were reminded of the conditions uOder which members of the Union's secrotarlactgfe 
1s"ter sandartices for publication in the pros™ as k) 
-s.nhoaconditions under which members of the st .ff were cusouod ?? st,nd s.cmndid.tes for Parliament! Af^^dj cussion it was, on the motion of the Ch.irman,
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REPOKT OF A JOINT MEETING OF RRPRESZNTTTVES6/m9 ’ 
LEAGUE OF NATIONS INION WITH THE EXEC CCT
OF THE BRITISH UNIVERSITIES LEAGUE OF NATIONS NOCETY 
HELD AT 15, GROSVENOR CRESCENT, LONDON, S.W, 1., AT

3.30 F.M. ON THURSDAY, SCPT.MIBER 17TH, 1936.

There were present •

Representing the League. oLNations Union
Dr. Gilbert Murray (in the Chair) and Dr. Maxwell 
Garnett

Members of the Executive Committee _of_fthe B^U«LJ1&S.
271.

Mr. E.P. Wallis-Jones, Mr. B.F.C. Floud, Mr. R. Innes, 
Miss E, Worrall, Mr. Alexander Ross (Treasurer) and 
Mr. C.W. Judd (Honorary Secretary).

At the request of the Chairman, Mr. Wallis-Jones 
reported on an ‘informal meeting of those members of the 
Executive Committee of the B.U.L.N.S. who were present 
in Geneva, which had been held there on August 19th, and 
on a meeting of the Executive Committee of the Society 
held at 2 p.m. on Thursday, September 17th (immediately 
preceding the Joint Meeting).

272.

It was reported that, as a result of the informal 
meeting held in Geneva, Mr. Figgures had decided to 
resign,1 from October 1st, his positions as the Union’s 
Travelling Secretary for Universities and Colleges and 
Secretary of the British Universities League of Nations 
Society and that the Executive Committee of the Society 
had unanimously decided that Mr. Figgure’s resignation 
as Secretary of the B.U.L.N.S. be accepted.

After discussiont was agreed that the joint meeting 
should recommend (a) /the appointment of a new Travelling 
SecretaryforUniversities and Colleges by the League of 
NationsUnion and the election of a new Secretary by the 
British Universities'League of Nations Society, and 
(b) that a joint Selection Committee be constituted to 
interview applicants for these posts and to recommend 
one of them to both the Union and the B.U.L.N.S. It was 
agreed that the joint Selection Committee should consist 
of:

273.

Dr. Murray, Lord Lytton, Dr. Garnett and Miss 
Lloyd Evans (L.N.U. Education Committee), repre­
senting the League of Nations Union, and four 
representatives to be appointed by the Executive 
Committee of the B.U.L.N.S.

RESOLVED: "That members of the Union's staff, making 
public speeches, must abstain from subjects 
of party controversy, except in so far as 
is unavoidable in presenting and explaining 
the Union's policy."

Mr. Eppsteiu reported that a number of requests were 
reaching the Union for speakers on Spain. The Chairman 
urged that speakers should be reminded that the Union's 
policy is that of effective non-intervention. They 
were, of course, at liberty to speak in favour of Red 
Cross work and the supply of medical units.

BRITISH UNIVERSITIES LEaGUE OF NATIONS SOCIETY.
Dr. Garnett presented the /attached/ report of the joint 
meeting between representatives of the Union and of the 
Executive Committee of the B.U.LN.S. (8.G.8404) held on 
September 17th, 1.936. It was 

RESOLVED: "That the report of the joint meeting (S.G,8404) 
be approved and adopted."

THE’MINEIALSANCTION’ . The report of the Sub-Committee 
Gelva) appointed by the Executive on December 19th, 

1932, to consider and report upon the proposals contained 
1n Sr Thomas Holland's book on THE MINE.L.L SANCTION AS AN 

AID TO -nlumNAlLOIaL SECURITY, was considered. It was
RESOLVED: (1) “That the report of the Sub-Committee be 

approved and adopted, and be published as 
a Union pamphlet."

(2) "That the published report should contain 
a list of the names, together with a brief 
descriptive note, of the members of the Sub- 
Committee."

RiLiTIOLLaL • PEACE CAMPAIGN. Lord_ —---------—---MV. _Jlu Cecil read the
following memorandum (s3g.8498) on the Joint Working of 
tho -oneC and the Union. His memorandum had been pre- 
Pered for consideration by the Executive Committee and by 
the National Committee of the I.P.C.

The League of Nations Union has always recognised 
that it is part of its duty to assist approved inter­
national efforts in favour of the League of Nations. 
Accordingly, after careful consideration, the Executive 
Committee of thu Union decided to co-operate with the 
I.P.O, and to join the National Committee for this 
country.

. T National Committee has affiliated to 
it 229 organisations who desire to join for tno 
furtherance of the peace policy based on the four 
principles a copy of which is appended to this Memo­
randum.

The basis of co-operation was to be that the Union 
would recommend the T.P.C. to its Branches, and give , 
certain facilities to the National Committee, but would
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It was also agreed:

That the notice of proposed duties and terms of 
appointment, together with the application form, 
drawn up when this post was last vacant be re­
issued in a slightly amended form.
That notices of the appointment be sent to the Oxford, 
Cambridge and London University Appointments Boards, 
members and certain past members of the B.U.Lo.S. 
Executive Committee, the Branches of the Society in 
the Universities and Colleges, certain senior members 
of the Universities known to take a particular 
interest in the work of the Society, and the Secre­
taries of the National Union of Students, the student 
Christian Movement, the International Student 
Service and the Inter-University political federations.

That candidates be invited to submit their applications 
as soon as possible and that a meeting of the joint 
Selection Committee be convened so soon as several 
suitable candidates have applied.
That in choosing the new Secretary the joint Selection 
Committee should endeavour to find a candidate with 
good academic qualifications and, particularly, with 
proved ability to work among students, to organise 
and inspire their activities and to conduct discussions 
on international affairs.. 

not find any funds for it without a special vote 
of the Executive Committee. The National Committee 
undertook that any appeal for funds put forward by it 
should be made in concert with the Appeals Department 
of the Union.

The financial result of this arrangement has not 
been satisfactory.

It has been found, naturally enough, that the 
Appeals Department would only agree to appeals being made 
in quarters from which they had little hope of an 
immediate response. Some money was obtained from 
America for the general funds of the I.P.C., and a certain 
amount was also obtained in this country. But the whole 
of this is now exhausted, and if the National Committee 
is to go on, something like &5,000 a year will be needed 
as things stand to keep it going. In addition, the 
brltish.delegation to the Brussels Conference pledged 
itself to do its best to raise £100 per month for the 
International Office, if the National Committees of 
certain other countries, - e.g. France, the United States 
ana Russia - would do the same and the smaller countries 
would.make a proportionate contribution. I understand 
that the trench Committee have paid in their contribution 
to the end of the year.

I submit that the only proper way to obtain the 
money necessary for our National Committee and for our 
contribution to the international organisation is by con- 
tributions.from the bodies and societies which constitute the National Committee.

It would probably be possible to raise the sum 
renui nni by.anindependent appeal to the public, but that could only be done by putting an end to our existing 
pgrgementwiththe League of Nations Union, which would be vuij unuesiraDle.

.On the other hand, I do not know what sums we are 
likel,to,receive from the other organisations forming part of the National Committee. °

NotioTheunuestion to be considered is whether the League of Union prepared to contribute the whole or any part of the sum required, and if so, on what terms. I ‘ 
do not think it would be reasonable to ask for the whole. 
I suggest that the League of Nations Union should find half 
the sum needed (.e. £3,100 for one year) on the under- 
ihenrnfomag Eftie!nor ooc1es tand "de ther half> nd on

for thefNatlonal™^tteeast^fPJnSLe^ue°ofdNatlJnsn^ 
union premises.

f -The. Secretary, Miss Bell, should be made a member of.the.League 01 Nations Union staff with all the im­
plications which that position involves and especially
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should not take any action involving the moral or 
material responsibility of the Union without the 
approval of the Secretary, Dr. Garnett. He would 
act, as in all other matters, under the direction of 
the Chairman and the Executive Committee.

On the other hand, it is essential to the vitality 
of the I.P.C. that it should not be or appear to be a 
mere appendage to the League of Nations Union. The 
whole conception of it is that it seeks to make 
effective for peace, organisations which have other 
purposes for their main object.

The National Committee, in all its initiative and 
in so much of its action as does not interfere with 
the activities of the League of Nations Union, must be 
independent. In all such matters its staff must take 
their orders from the National Committee, though the 
Secretary of the League of Nations Union - through 
such machinery as may be approved — must be kept 
continually informed of what is being done, with a 
right to interpose the veto of the League of Nations 
Union if any action is proposed which is not consis­
tent with the Union’s policy.

Headquarters organisation on these lines would 
be satisfactory, provided the officials concerned were 
keen and convinced believers in both the League of 
Nations Union and the I.P.C.

In the country, similar principles should be 
carried out. Wherever possible, the local Branches 
or District Councils cf the Union should take the 
le'ad in the formation of Peace Assemblies or other 
propaganda. in this way, rivalry between the two 
organisations will be avoided, and, in particular, 
competitive appeals for financial support.

It follows that any communication between the 
National Committee and officials of the League of 
Nations Union at Headquarters or in the country must 
be made through the Channels approved by the Secretary 
of the Union.

The Four Principles

(1) Recognition of the Sanctity of Treaty Obligations.

(2) Reduction and limitation of armaments by inter­
national agreement and the suppression of profit 
from the manufacture and trade in arms.

(3) Strengthening of the League of Nations for the 
prevention and stopping of war by the organisation 
of collective security and mutual assistance.

(4) Establishment within the framework of the League of 
Nations of effective machinery for remedying inter­
national conditions which might lead to war,

P.T.O.
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In presenting the memorandum, Lord Cecil stated that the 
funds of the National Committee were now exhausted, but 
that by the generosity of Dame Adelaide Livingstone and 
her friends the expenses of the National Committee had 
been guaranteed until the end of October.

The Secretary expressed the opinion that, by 
accepting responsibility for the financing of the I.P.C. 
in the manner described in Lord Cecil's memorandum, the 
Union would avoid a loss of income far greater than the 

. additional'expenditure involved. He felt that the 
• finances of the Union and the financial prospects of 

every member of the Union’s staff would be increased by 
making such an agreement with the I.P.C. and thus 
avoiding the danger of competitive appeals for money 
which was the greatest of all the risks that faced the 
finances of the Union at the present time. By a com­
plete unification such as Lord Cecil had suggested, the 
danger of injury to the Union's membership by the growth 
of rival local organisations would also be avoided.

Dame Adelaide Livingstone suggested that if the 
other co-operating societies were to join with the Union 
in providing.money for the I.P.C., they were not likely 
to be satisfied with an arrangement whereby the Secretary 
of the I.P.C. became an officer of the Union. She 
urged that, in view of the fact that the I.P.C. had 
sufficient funds to carry them on to October, no decision 
should be taken by the Executive at the present meeting.

Lady Gladstone, Lady Hall, Mrs. Dugdale and other 
members of the Committee spoke of the undertaking given 
to members of the staff when the cut in salaries and 
Wa8eS.had been imposed in July last. Lady Hall felt 
that the consent of the staff should be obtained before 
the proposal was carried into effect. She further ex­
pressed the opinion that it would be to the advantage 
neither of the Union nor the I.P.C. for the Secretary of 
the I.P.C. to be made a member of the Union's staff.

Lord Cecil thought that everyone was agreed that 
the National I.P.C. Committee must be an independent body 
in the sense that it must have an independent activity. 
But it would be absurd for it to run without regard to 
the immense organisation possessed by the League of Nations 
Union, which included the very purpose for which the I.P.C. 
was brought into existence. Some sort of partnership had 
to be reached between the I.P.C. and the Union. The 
practical advantages of leaving the main initiative in the 
country in the hands of the Union were very great. But 
there would have to be some kind of responsibility to the 
Union for what was being done. The machinery of the Union 
could not be utilised without giving to the Union some kind 
of supervision. But it must be quite clear that the 
undertaking given to the staff was being faithfully 
observed.
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In reply to Mr. Burris, who reminded the Executive 
that the Union had already put a very heavy strain on 
the finances of the Branches, the Chairman suggested 
that enquiries should be made concerning the extent to 
which the other societies co-operating in the I.P.O, 
would respond to the appeal. If they responded with 
enthusiasm the difficulties in regard to the staff and 
to the Branches would largely disappear.

Major Lawrence Wright, speaking as a member of the 
Finance Committee, thought that the proposals in Lord 
Cecil’s memorandum should be accepted in principle.

After further discussion it was

RESOLVED; (1) "That general approval be given to Lord 
Cecil’s memorandum, subject to the recon­
sideration by the Executive Committee of 
the financial proposals in the light of 
any observations to be made by
(a) the sub-Cormittee, appointed in 

Minute 261 of the Executive and 
meeting on Tuesday, September 29th;

(b) the Finance Committee;

(c) the staff, to whom the Executive has 
pledged itself "to make every effort 
to incur no fresh expenditure which 
it is not satisfied is supremely 
important until salaries and wages are 
restored to at least their present 
level."

(2) "That Major Lawrence Wright and Miss Courtney 
be invited to join the Sub-Committee 
appointed in Minute 261 of the Executive."

Lady Layton hoped that the financial proposals in regard 
to the I.P.C. would be examined by the sub-Committee in 
detail.
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE HELD 
AT 14, GROSVENOR CRESCENT, LONDON, S.W, I ON THURSDAY 

OCTOBER 1ST, 1936, AT 11 A.M,
PRESENT: Dr. Gilbert Murray (in the Chair), vyvyan A.dams 

Lord Allen, Sir Norman Angell, Mrs. Coroett 
Ashby, PoJ. Noel Baker, Mrs. Beale, F.M. Burris 
Miss Judith Corcoran, Lord Dickinson, Mrs.
Dugdale, Miss Philippa Fawcett, Lady Gladstone, 
Lady Hall, Sir John Harris, Sir Arthur Haworth, 
Dr. C.W. Kimmins, Lady Layton, Lord Lyton, 
Gerald Palmer, Miss Eleanor Rathbone, Now Mi 
Smith, HoS. Syrett, Professor Webster, Major 
Lawrence Wright together with the Secretary and 
the Deputy Secretary.

APOLGGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Major Anthony 
Buxton, Captain V.a. Cazalet, Miss K.D. Courtney, admiral 
-ur-.—OWe, MLSS M. Lloyd George, Miss M. Graves, Dame 
Adelaide Livingstone, James MacDonald Councillor HF, 
snaw, General Temperley, and Sir Alfred Zimmern.

MINUTES. Subject to the inclusion of Mr. Nowell Smith’s 
name in the list of apologies for absence, and subject 
U9the.-ollowing report and decision on Minutes 269 and 
Kl, the Minutes of the Committee dated September 24th, 
1936 were confirmed as circulated.

On.Minute.269- Spain, the Secretary reported that he naa written to M. Prudhommeaux but had not yet received 
a reply. . He was, however, hoping to see representa­
tives of the French League of Nations Society in Geneva 
during the coming week-end.

^-Mi.mit£_27-2 - The ’Mineral Sanction', Lord Allen 
agreed with the Chairman and other members of the 
committee that the sub-Committee's report should be 
immediately published as a Union pamphlet unless the 
General editor saw strong reason to the contrary.

.CAMPAIGN. The Minutes of the British 
pational Committee of the I.P.C. held on August 25th and 
September 22nd were received.

The Executive resumed consideration of the rolatjon_ 
shiP the Union to the I.P.C. The Chairman reported 
that the Sub-Committee, appointed by the Executive in 
Minute 2l, had met on Tuesday, September 29th. But' 
Since Lord Cecil was unable to be present, no decision 
had been taken at the meeting. Later in the day Dr. 
Murray had addressed a meeting of the staff on the situa­
tion regarding the Union and the I.P.C.

Lord Lytton suggested that, in the light of the 
Executive s discussion, he and Dr. Murray should talk 
the whole matter over with Lord Cecil so soon as he 
rurnedand prepare the ground for a further discussion the next meeting of the Executive.
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Mr. Noel Baker, in reply to questions from members 

of the Committee, stated that of the twenty-five members 
representing national committees and certain inter­
national organisations on the International Committee 
of the I.P.Cone member - a Trade Unionist - was a 
Russian. It had also been arranged for a Communist 
deputy to replace Madame Malaterre Sellier if, as was 
unlikely, she was unable to represent France on the 
Committee. Subject to this there would be no Communist 
on the controlling body of the I.P.C. It was true that 
the leaders of the Trades Unions in this country were 
pot convinced that the I.P.C. was a sound movement 
because they feared the Communist danger. But this view 
was not shared on the Continent. At Brussels there 
were represented federated Trades Unions from twenty- 
one different countries, and many individual trade 
unionists from other countries were also present. Mr. 
Noel Baker went on to deal with the financial aspect of 
the I.P.C. and suggested methods by which funds might be 
raised, e.g, by a penny or twopenny supplement to member­
ship subscriptions, and by an international peace penny 
fund. He also suggested the organisation of Peace Weeks 
up and down the country.

. Mrs. Dugdale suggested that the Executive, before 
arriving at a decision in this matter, should consider 
the position carefully, not only from the point of view 
of the Trade Union movement but also of the Union’s 
right-wing supporters.

.. Lord Allen suggested that in discussing the subject 
with Lord Cecil, the question of certain organisations 
being allowed to make reservations in regard to the 
I.P.O.’s four-point programme should be considered.

At the invitation of the Chairman, the Secretary 
read a memorandum he had prepared, containing proposals 
for the consideration of the Executive in arriving at a 
decision in this matter.

The Chairman read to the Committee (1) a letter he 
had received from Captain Cazalet who was unable to 
attend the meeting, and (2) a resolution unanimously 
adopted at a meeting of the staff on September 29th. 
also drew the attention of the Committee to a note y 
pared by Mr. Eppstein, Mr. Ie Prevost and ’ 
(S.G.0514) outlining certain points which 

. their minds in regard to the I.P.C.

1, He
pre-

Mr. Porter Goff 
were disturbing

The Executive were reminded that the relationship 
of the International Federation to the I.P.C. would pro­
bably be discussed at the Federation’s meeting in Geneva 
during the coming week-end. The Secretary was asked to 
inform the Federation that the Executive had not yet made 
up its mind in regard to this matter and to use his efforts 
to prevent a decision being taken by the Federation at the 
present meeting.
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After further discussion it was
RLSOLVED: (1) "That Dr. Murray and Lord Lytton he asked 

to see Lord Cecil so soon as he returns 
to London and to talk the whole matter 
over with him in the light of the Execu­
tive 1s discussion.”

(2) "That a further meeting of the Executive 
he held on Thursday next, October kst,sth 
to consider and decide the principles of 
the Union’s relationship to the I.P.C."

(3) "That copies of the note prepared by
Mr. Eppstein, Mr. Ie Prevost and Mr. Porter 
Goff (3.G.8514) be circulated for the in­
formation of members of the Executive."

277. REPUTATION TO LORD HALIFAX. The Executive had before 
them a report of a deputation, consisting of Mrs. Corbett 
Ashby, Sir John Harris, Miss Courtney, Admiral Drury-Lowe, 
Mr. Mark Patrick, Miss Graves and other members of the 
Union, which had waited upon Lord Halifax in Geneva on 
September 22nd, concerning the admission of the Abyssinian 
delegation to the Assembly. The Secretary reported the 
circumstances in which the report of the deputation, 
which did not reach him until forty-eight hours after 
the event, had not been circulated from Grosvenor Crescent 
to the press. The Chairman felt that if Lord Halifax 
had approved the report and was willing for it to be 
published, there was no reason why it should not have been 
immediately circulated to the press from Geneva.

278. SPAIN. The Executive considered the present situation in 
regard to the Spanish Civil War. Mr. Noel Baker thought 
that the fact that certain countries were supplying arms 
and troops for use against the legitimate government of 
a country with which they were in diplomatic contact, con­
stituted a violation of Article 16 of the Covenant.

Miss Rathbone urged that in view of the admitted 
failure of the policy of non-intervention the Union should 
reconsider its attitude and that the whole question should 
be discussed by the Assembly at Geneva.

The Chairman felt that, in the absence of Lord Cecil 
and without a full discussion of the matter, it would be 
unwise for the Executive to take a decision at the present 
meeting and it was

RESOLVED: "That a special meeting be held at 11 a.m. on 
Tuesday, October 6th to consider the situa­
tion in Spain and the Union’s attitude in 
regard to it."
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MINUICS OF A SPECIAL MESTING OF IH EXLCUIIV. COMVMIIILE 
HELD AT 14, GROSVLNOR CRLSCENC, S.W. 1., ON IUS3DAY,

OCIOBEK oTH, 1936 Al 11 n,M.

PRESENI: Dr. Gilbert liurray (in the Chair), Lord 
Cecil, Miss K, J. Courtney, Mrs. Dugdale, 
Miss rhilippa Fawcett, Lady Gladstone, 
Lady Hall, Ludy Layton, Lord Lytton, Gerald
Palmer, Nowell Smith together with the 
Deputy Secretary.

279. APOLOGIOS FORABSLNCE were received from Mrs. Beale, 
Admiral Drury-Lowe, Miss Lloyd George, Miss Graves, 
Sir Arthur Haworth, James MacDonald, Sir Arcnibaid 
Sinclair and General lemperley.

280. SPAIN. Consideration was given to the present situation 
in regard to the Spanish civil war. The Committee had 
before them the following resolution which had been 
adopted by the Representative Council of the International 
Federation at its meeting in Geneva on October 4th:

"The Representative Council of the International 
Federation of League of Nations Societies'

Considering that the tragedy now being enacted 
in Spain has deeply moved and distressed all humanity 
and ought to be brought to an immediate end,

Believing that these events affect international 
relations and threaten to disturb international 
peace or the good understanding -between nations 
upon which peace depends,

Respectfully urges States Members of the League 
of Nations to avail themselves of every opportunity 
of friendly and collective action — with othur 
States if need be-to restore peace in Spain and to 
enable her soon to resume her part in international 
action for the organisation of peace."

The Chairman read a letter he had written to Mr.
Eden on October 1st, drawing attention to the dangerous 
consequences to the League which might result from the 
policy of so-called non-intervention.

The Executive also had before them copies of the 
Report and Findings of Committee of Enquiry into Breaches 
of International Law relating to Intervention in Spain, 
sent to them by Miss Rathbone.

Lord Cecil reminded the Committee that, prima facie, 
the League had no business to interfere in a matter of 
a rebellion. It could only interfere if it thought the 
rebellion had reached a condition, or was accomp.nicd by 
circumstances, which caused a danger to international peace. 
He was very anxious to avoid stretching the functions of
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the League beyond the Covenant. Moreover, he did not 
see what action the British representative could ask 
the Assembly to take in this matter.

Miss Courtney thought that if the Non-intervention 
Committee had been set up under the auspices of the 
League it might have worked more successfully. She 
felt that, in order to satisfy public opinion, H.M. 
Government should be asked to investigate the allegations 
concerning the failure of certain countries to obsrve 
the non-intervention agreement.

Lord Cecil suggested that a further letter might 
be writton to H.M. Government., stating that th. Executive 
Committee was disturbed by th. information which had 
reached them concerning the alleged failure of the non- 
intervention agreement, and, without going into the 
question of what the League should or should not do., 
the Committee would be grateful if H.M. Gov.rnment would 
indicat. what steps they felt able to take to investigate 
such allegations.

Lord Lytton understood that the reason why the. 
policy of non-intu rvention was adopted was to prevent 
the war in Spain leading to a war between ochr European 
nations, and in that ruspect the policy had succeeded* 
To make accusations now against Italy and Germany for 
failing to discharge the non-intervention agreement 
faithfully would be to incur the very danger which the 
existence of the policy was designed to prevent.

The attention of the Executive Ws drawn to com­
munications from the Kensington and oth.r Brunches asking 
for guidance from the Executive in regard to the Spanish 
situation.

_ After further discussion in which most members of 
the.Committee took part, it was

KESOLVED: "That Lord Cecil be asked to write to Sir Alec 
Cadogun, sending him a copy of the Report and 
Findings of the Committee of Enquiry into 
Brunchs of International Law relating to Inter­
vention in Spain, and asking what action His 
Majesty's Government proposed to take in regard 
to the allegations contained in the Report."

Dr. Murray expressed his willingness to draft a letter 
which could be used in response to enquiries concerning 
the Executive's attitude in regard to the situation in 
Spain.
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MINUTES GF a MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE HELD 
AT 14, GROSVENOR CRESCENT, LONDON, S.W. 1 ON THURSDAY. 

OCTOBER 8TH, 1930 AT 11 A.M.

PRESENT: Dr. Gilbert Murray (in the Chair), Vyvyan 
Adams, Lord Allen, Mrs. Corbett Ashby, 
Mrs. Beale, F.M. Burris, Captain V.A. 
Cazalet, Miss Judith Corcoran, Miss K.D. 
Courtney, Mrs. Dugdale,. Miss Philippa Fawcett, 
Lady Gladstone, Lady Hall, Sir John Harris, 
Dr. Kinmins, Lady Layton, Lord Lytton, James 
MacDonald, Gerald Palmer, Mark Patrick, 
Nowell Smith, General Temperley, Major Lawrence 
Wright together with the Secretary and the 
Deputy Secretary.

281. APOLOGIES.FOR ABSENCE were received from Admiral Drury- 
Lowe, Miss M. Lloyd George, Miss M. Graves, Sir Arthur 
Haworth, Dame Adelaide Livingstone and G. Ie M. Mander.

282. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.

(a) Religions_and Ethics Committee. (Dr. Murray reported) 
The Minutes of the Committee dated September 29th, 
1936 were approved and adopted.

/These Minutes included (23) Minutes; (24) 
Series of Lectures, 1937 ; (25) World Congress
of Faiths; (26) Youth Study Group; (27) 
New. Members of Committee; (28) Corporate 
Members./

(b) ghristian Organisations Committee. The Executive 
Committee considered, as a matter of urgency, he 
following resolution adopted by the Christian orgnisa- 
tions Committee on October 7th:

(1) That this Committee remains convinced 'that 
the machinery of international co-operation 
provided by the League of Nations, while not 
yet perfect, affords the best available means 
of applying the principles of the Gospel of 
Christ to stop war, to provide justice, and to 
organise peace'.

(2) That immediate steps to this end should include:

(a) The provision of reliable machinery for the 
revision of treaties and the removal of inter­
national discontents by a process of peaceful 
change;

(b) The limitation and reduction of national 
armaments by international agreement at the 
earliest possible moment;



(c) The making of League membership of 
immediate material advantage by the 
stabilisation of exchange and the freeing 
of trade and communications as between 
League members with the purpose of eventual 
extension to the whole world.

(d) The strengthening of loyalty to the League 
of Nations and to the whole world community.

(3) "That the way to bring this declaration to 
public notice be considered at the next meeting 
of the Committee, and that meanwhile it be 
sent to the appropriate Church authorities for 
their consideration and for such action as they 
may deem right."

After discussion it was

RESOLVED. "That the resolution of the Christian 
Organisations Committee be approved and 
adopted, subject to paragraph 2(c) 
being referred to the Economic Committee 
for consideration and report."

283. B a^CHJaE SOL ullONS. The Executive received resolutions
from the Whitstable and Tankerton Branch, and the

. heringham, Gresham's School, Cromer and Holt Branches.
' It was

RESOLVED: (1) "That the Whitstable and Tankerton Branch 
be thanked and be reminded of the resolu­
tion on r-armament which was adopted by 
the General Council at Scarborough and 
afterwards communicated to H.M. Government, 

, as well as of the action taken by the 
League at the present Assembly in regard 
to disarmament."

(2) “That the Sheringham, Gresham's School, 
Cromer and Holt Branches be thanked for 
their resolution."

284. MINUI.S. Subject to the following report on Minute 280, 
the Minutes of the last ordinary meeting dated October 
1st and of the special meeting dated October 6th were 
confirmed as circulated. .

On Minute 28c — Spain, It was reported that Lord 
Cecil Lad written to Sir Alexander Cadogan but had not 
yet received a reply. The Chairman stated that Lord 
Lytton hoped to see Lord Halifax during the coming 
week-end and to discuss the Spanish situation with him.-

285. CAPTaIN HAROLD MACMILLAN AND SIH /xLFRED ZIMMEHN. The 
Secretary reported letters from Captain Harold Macmillan 
and Sir Alfred Zimmern resigning their membership of the 
Executive owing to the difficulty they found in attending
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its meetings. Captain MacMillan had a meeting of his 
Board on three Thursday mornings in each month, and the 
duties of Sir Alfred Zimmern’s Chair made it impossible 
for him to keep closely in touch with the activities of 
the Union. It was

RESOLVED. (1) "That the resignations of Captain Harold 
MacMillan and Sir Alfred Zimmern be 
received with deep regret."

(2) “That the Co-optations Committee be asked to 
meet as soon as possible and to make recom­
mendations to the Executive for filling 
the vacancies caused by the resignation of 
Captain Harold MacMillan and Sir Alfred 
Zimmern.

286. INTERNATIONAL PEaCE CAMPAIGN. The Chairman stated that 
he and Lord Lytton had had a talk with Lord Cecil on 
the afternoon of October 6th. as a result of that dis­
cussion he hoped it would be possible to draw up a scheme 
which would promote the objects of the Union and at the 
same time give effective support to the I.P.C. He added 
that he had received four letters from Branches urging 
that no decision should be reached in regard to the 
Union's relationship to the I.P.C. without a special 
meeting of the General Council being called to consider it.

Lord Lytton thought it was quite impossible to summon 
a special meeting of the Council at a moment when the 
Executive itself was full of uncertainties and diffi­
culties and when the position had not been clarified. 
He felt confident, however, that, if the Executive was 
able to be entirely satisfied, they would have no diffi­
culty in satisfying the Council. Lord Cecil had promised 
to put in writing the plan which he and Lord Lytton and 
Dr. Murray had discussed, and when this had been agreed 
upon by the three parties it would be immediately presented 
to the Executive Committee..

The Secretary stated that if the joint memorandum 
could be available by Monday, October 12th, it could be 
considered by the Finance Committee at their meeting on 
that day.

Mr. Burris suggested that Lord Lytton, Lord Cecil 
and Dr. Murray should discuss the plan with members of 
the Regions Committee at their next meeting on October 21st.

Mr. Mark Patrick asked if the Executive Committee 
might be furnished with a list of the organisations co­
operating in the International Peace Campaign.

The attention of the Committee was drawn to the fact 
that Mr. Eppstein had sent copies of his memorandum 
(.S.G.8514) with a personal covering letter to certain of 
the Union's regional representatives and local organisa­
tions. it had also bensnt to other local organisations
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"with Mr. EDDStein’s compliments" but without a covering 
letter. The Chairman undertook to see Mr. Evpscoxneos 
soon as he returned from Geneva with a view to appro- 
priate action being taken. ‘

.. The Secretary stated that Lord Cecil had requested 
their con??' or the executive should be asked to return their copies of Mr. -pPStein‘8 memorandum.

after further discussion it was

ECSOLVED: "That the joint proposals of Lord Cecil, Lord 
Lytton and Dr. Murray be circulated to the 
Executive immediately they are available; 
ian.priminary consideration be given to the 
I °P0518 at.the next meeting of the Executive 

h? 0070097 15th;, and that a final decision 
be taken by the Executive at the following 
meeting on October 22nd." 5

287. AS?**WT,Y'■ Several members of the Executive

srorted tne impressions they had received from their 
V1511.t0 the assembly. The Chairman thought that the 
aresent, Assemoly had had ereat difficulty in taking Any or nite.action '-hen two important powers were outside, 
or acting in variance with, the League. There seemed 
to.be a great tendency for the assembly, before com 
some SfrtL?1* to anything definite, to try and obtain 
some sort of co-operation with Germany and Italy.

f onGeneralTemperley and Lord Allen reported conversa- 
5 "he- had recently had in high quarters in Germany.

288. Gpon. Pr. .Garnett read to the Committee a draft resolu- situation in Spain which had been warmly national d.Dy.m..rruanormeauz at the meeting of the Inter- 
nat1 ona1. ad erat ion.in Geneva. The resolution had sub- 
8eguonly.D een modifisd at the suggestion of M. Rene osin,and "as finally adopted in the form in which it 
ppeared in Minute 280 of the last meeting of the Executive

gThe Commit tee discussed the protest made by the 
Soviet Government in regard to the Non-Intervention 
Agreement ‘ Mrs. Corbett Ashby urged that the Executive should recommend H.M. Government in the Light o - 
circumstances to reconsider its policy of non-i 
and to allow the Spanish Government to buy arms 
country.

tion

G ne ral Tempe rley thought it was futile to supose 
thetby.apandonng the non-nterventio policy the military 
issue in Spain would be changed. The only effect of 
EemvnE the. present restriction on the export of ams to 
3 would De that the insurgents would receive an un- 
imi ted.suDply of var material at least three times greater 

it was ld reach the Spanish Government. After discussion
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RESOLVED: 'That no further action be taken, pending a 

report from Lord Cecil and Lord Lytton on 
their communications with Sir Alexander 
Cadogan and Lord Halifax.

(At this point in the proceedings Professor Murray 
had to leave the meeting and the Chair was taken by 
Lady Gladstone.)

289.

290.

THE FnR E.^SCENN CRISIS. The attention of the Committee 
was drawn to Mr. Henry L. Stimson’s book on THE FAR 
EASTERN CRISIS, published by the Royal Institute of Inter­
national Affairs. The Secretary suggested that a small 
committee of the Executive might be asked to consider 
Mr. Stimson’s revelations regarding communications 
between the American State Department and the British 
Foreign Office at the time of the Sino-Japanese dispute. 
After discussion it was

RESOLVED: "That members of the Executive Committee be 
recommended to read Mr. Stimson's book and 
that if, thereafter, any member desires a 
further discussion, the matter be again 
included on the agenda of the Executive

COMMUNICATION FROM THE KENSINGTON BRANCH. The Executive
considered a communication from the Kensington Branch, 
dated 30th September, 1936, suggesting that a special 
meeting of the General Council should be summoned in 
order to consider the present position of the League. 
It was

RESOLVED: "That consideration of the suggestion by the 
Kensington Branch be adjourned until the 
Executive has decided whether or not a special 
meeting of the Council shall be summoned to 
consider the Union's relationship to the I.P.C.

291. CIVIL AVIATION. Following upon the decision recorded 
in Minute 203 of July 2nd, 1936, the Executive further 
considered a suggestion by the London Regional Federation 
that further action should be taken by the Executive in 
regard to the resolution adopted by the General Council 
in December, 1935, concerning the international conirol 
or internationalisation of civil aviation. After dis­
cussion it was

RESOLVED: "That the Executive Committee, bearing in mind 
the action taken by the Assembly in regard to 
disarmament, be asked at their next meeting to 
consider the desirability of sending a further 
resolution to H.M. Government on the lines of 
the Council's resolution of last December."
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MINUTLS OF A MERING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE HELD 
nT 14, GROSVENOR CRESCENT, LONDON, S.W. 1., ON THURSDAY, 

OCTOBER 15 TH, 193b.
PRESENT: Dr. Gilbert Murray (in the Cnair), Lord Allen, 

Sir Norman engell, Mrs. Corbett hshby, P.J. Noel 
Baker, R.M. Burris, Major Anthony Buxton, 
Captain V.A. Cazalet, Lord Cecil, Miss K.D. 
Courtney, Miss J. Corcoran, Lord Dickinson, 
Admiral Drury-Lowe, Mrs. Dugdale, Miss Philippa 
Fawcett, Lady Gladstone, Lady Hall, Sir John ' 
Harris, Arthur Henderson, Dr. C.W. Kinmins, 
Lady Layton, Dame Adelaide Livingstone, Lord 
Lytton, J.mes Macdonald, G. Ie M. Mander, Mark 
Patrick, Nowell Smith, H.S. Syrett, Professor 
C.K. Webster, Major Lawrence Wright together 
with the Secretary and the Deputy Secretary.

292. aPGLlGIES FOr ABSENCE were received from Vyvyan Adams, 
Mrs. Beale, Miss Lloyd George, Miss Marjorie Graves, 
Sir Arthur Haworth, Sir Archibald Sinclair and General 
Temperley.

293. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.

(a) National Youth Committee. (Miss Corcoran reported). 
Subject to the approval of the Finance Committee on 
Minute 72, the Minutes of the Committee dated October 
3rd, 1936 were approved and adopted.

/These Minutes included (67) Minutes; (68) British 
Youth Peace Assembly; (69) World. Youth Congress; 
(70) Re-organisation of the National Youth Com­
mittee; (71) Progress and Policy; (72) Finance./

(b) Christian Organisations -Committee. (Admiral Drury- 
Lowe reported) -Subject to the decision on Minute 62 
recorded in Minute 282(b) of the last meeting of the 
Executive, the Minutes of the Committee dated October 
7th, 1936 were approved and adopted.

/These Minutes included (61) Minutus; (62)Memo- 
randum on Future Work of Committee; (o3) Applica­
tions for Corporate Membership:

(c) Administration Committee. (Lord Lytton rcport.d) 
Subject to the following decision on Minute 29(b), 
the Minutes of the Commit tel dated October 8th, 1936, ' 
were approved and adopted.

/These Minutes included (25) Minutes; (26) 
Composition of Committee, (27) Maintenance Fund; 
(28) House to House Canvass; (29) Staff, (30) 
Branches, Corporate Members, etc.; (31) Membership;

■ (32) New Commonwealth; (33) Peac. Pledges; (34) 
Youth Committee/7

P.1.0.
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un Minute 29 - Staff (b) Mr. Fleurys, it was

RESOLVED: "That this Minute be approved and adopted 
subject to the resolution in paragraph (D) 
being amended to read as follows:

’That the vacancy be advertised and 
that, in accordance with precedent, 
a sub-Committee consisting of Dr. 
Murray, Lord Lytton, Dr. Garnett, 
Miss Lloyd Evans and four members 
of the B.U.L.N.8. Executive consider 
the applications and make a recommenda­
tion.’11

(d) Finance Committee. (Major Wright reported) Subject 
to the decision on Minute 102 recorded in Minute 297 
below, the Minutes of the Committee dated October 12th, 
1936 were approved and adopted.

/These Minutes included (97) Minutes; (98) 
Federal Councils; (99) Re-assignment of Insurance 
Policies; (100) Passing of Cheques for payment; . 
(101) Financial Statement; (102) Budget for 1937-/

294. MINUTES. Subject to the following report on Minute 288, 
the Minutes of the meeting dated October 8th, 1938, 
were confirmed as circulated.

On Minute 288 - Spain, Lord Cecil reported that he 
was still awaiting a reply to his letter to Sir 
Alexander Cadogan.

295. CO-OPTaTIONS TO EXECUTIVE. After hearing a report from 
the Co-optations sub-Committee it was

RESOLVED. (1) "That the Hon. Harold Nicolson and 
Brigadier-General Spears be invited to 
join the Executive Committee."

(2) "That the name of Professor Brodetsky be 
considered when the remaining vacancies 
on the Committee are being filled."

The Secretary reported that he would be seeing Colonel 
Crosfield on the following day with a view to getting a 
representative member of the British Legion to serve on 
the Executive.

96. RECRUITING. The Executive resumed consideration of a 
proposal by Mr. Mander that the resolution on Recruiting, 
adopted by the Youth Committee on July 5th, should be 
referred back with the suggestion that there should be 
added an offer of willingness to serve in the armed forces, 
if it were quite clear that this was solely on behalf of 
the collective system of the League and the maintenance of 
world order. He thought the Executive might consider 
whether the Union should not organise a national campaign



on the lines of the peace ballot amongst persons able to 
render any form of service in the armed forces. Mr. 
Mander sugested two questions which might be used in 
such a ballot.

Mr. Burris, Mr. Syrett and other members of the 
Committee felt that it would be extremely dangerous at 
the present juncture for the Union to suggest to its 
members or to anyone else what their attitude should be 
in a time of crisis. After discussion it was
RLSOLVED: "Ihat the Youth Committee be asked to reconsider 

their resolution contained in Minute 56 of 
July 5th; and that Lord Lytton and Mr. Mander 
be asked to attend the meeting of the Youth 
Committee when the subject is under discussion."

INIERNAlIONAL PEACECMPAIGN. The Executive resumed 
consideration of the Union's relationship to the Inter­
national Peace Campaign. They had before them the 
joint proposals submitted by Lord Cecil, Dr. Murray and 
Lord Lytton (3.G.8533), a minute of the Finance Committee 
dated October 12th; and a note by Lord Cecil urging the 
Executive to take a decision in the matter at the present 
meeting (S.G.8534), After protracted discussion it was, 
with four dissentients, 
o- h «te-"‘, C+4kee Ca««Wl/ I^Jl, Aee 4 4eecceC. '

rtEGOLVED; (1) "That general approval be given to the 
following proposals submitted by Lord Cecil, 
Dr. Murray and Lord Lytton;

It is generally agreed that the 
dangers of European war in the relatively 
near future are considerable. It is also 
unfortunately true that the League of 
Nations has suffered so severely by recent 
international events that its power to 
prevent a serious outbreak of war is by no 
means certain.

Any collective system, such as that 
embodied in the Covenant of the League of 
Nations, requires for its success the 
existence of a collective will. Whenever 
there has been a collective will among the 
Governments of the States Members to imple­
ment the Covenant, the Covenant has proved 
effective. When the League has failed, it 
has always been because the collective will 
has been absent. The Council and Assembly 
of the League of Nations consists only of 
Governments, and we have no power to in­
fluence the action of any Government but our 
own. But if the collective will for peace 
of the peoples of the world can be organised, 
and directed towards a faithful fulfilment 
of the Covenant, there will be more likeli­
hood of the national Governments adhering 
to the pledges they have given.
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At a moment when the Governments have most con­

spicuously failed to show a collective will, and as a 
direct consequence of that failure, the will of the peoples 
in many countries has found expression in an almost ex­
plosive demand for collective action. That spontaneous 
popular outburst has led to the creation of the I.P.O 
It was not created by Communists, its organisation is’not 
in Communist hands or subject to Communist control, 
although it must be admitted that the Communists and other 
parties of the Left have welcomed it with greater en­
thusiasm than the parties of the Hight. The Peace Ballot 
ih.th1S country was a similar manifestation of the popular 

W1n topeace. that, too, was more enthusiastically 
Welcomed by the Labour and Liberal parties than by the 
Conservatives. But there was no justification for 
describing it as a Socialist movement, and the results 
which it achieved have been accepted, not merely through­
out the country but throughout the world, as a manifesta­
tion of the solidarity of the will for peace of the British 
people... The I.P.C. is the Continental counterpart to 
the British Puace Ballot. In our opinion it is wholly 
and absolutely welcome. The. problem which concerns us 
at the moment is how we can most effectively encourage it.

„ fact that it is primarily a Continental movement, 
combined with the fact that it is also very markedly a 
Left-wing movement, has aroused a great deal of suspicion 
ano criticism in this country, not only among Conserva- 
tiVesopinion but among our Trade' Unions’as well. In such 
circumstances, how- should we proceed so as not to antago­
nise our own Conservative or Trade Union supporters on 
the one hand, or to discourage this new and welcome

• continental enthusiasm on the other?

: We think it should be. recognised that there is no 
neeC for a new organisation in this country. Our own 
peace, opinion.is.already both instructed and organised.

We think it is of great importance that we should do M-1.WeCan tO support this new peace movement on the : continent...

. With this object, we recommend that for the > 
01 international co-operation, the Comnitte 
was established for the purpose of organising the 
delegation at the Brussels Conference, should cont 
un existence.. On this Committee, which is almost 
cal with the recent National Declaration Committc, 
National Societies are directly represented, an 
others are associated with it in the same mnne 
3,000 associate members of " ' " "

denti- 
45

-nd some 190
he L.N.U.

as the

. ich
. ish

Its principal objects should be:

(1) To obtain funds from its constituent national bodies 
lor the support of the International Office.

(2) To,2881st in-making the popular peace will of the world 
cugotiv and focussing it upon the four points of - Une lP.C.
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(3) To provide the International Office with information 
regarding the peace activities in this country, and 
to obtain and distribute to its constituent bodies 
information regarding the peace activities of other 
countries.

Ne think this should be done by means of an inter­
national Journal, and not by a specially edited 
English Journal.

(4) To co-ordinate, so far as this is not already done 
by the Union, the pence ectivities of its constituent 
bodies in this country.

This Committee will follow as closely as possible 
the analogy of the National Declaration Committee. It 
will be a Committee of the L.N.U. and its Secretary will 
be responsible to the General Secretary of the L.N.U. 
It will assist in the carrying out of any special activi­
ties which mey be agreed upon by its constituent bodies, 
including the L.N.U. It will have no functions that 
could be described as either redundant or competitive. 
The full title of the Committee would be "The British 
National Committee of the International Peace Campaign1’ 
(Commission Nationale Britannique du Rassemolrment 
Universal pour la Paix) , and its short title might be 
cither“Ihe National Committee" or "The I.P.C. Committee.

With regard to finance, the National Committee will 
be dependent upon contributions from its constituent 
National Societies. It would not raise money by any 
direct appeal for itself. It will require funds:

(1) For a contribution of £100 a month to the international 
Office.

(2) For its own administrative expenses.

(3) For the organisation of any special activity which it 
may be authorised to undertake.

If the conditions we have here suggested are accepted, 
we recommend that the L.N.U. should contribute £1000 per 
annum. The other Societies should be asked to contribute 
a like sum. If and when this has been done, we recommend 
that the Finance Committee, if it is satisfied that the 
expenditure is reasonable, should authorise a further con­
tribution of one pound for every pound contributed by the 
other societies up to a total limit of £4,000 (£2,000 from 
the Union, and £2,000 from the rest.) These proposals 
will, of course, have to be considered by the Finance 
Committee.

It remains to be considered how far such 
tions can be reconciled with the pledge which 
given to the staff of L.N.U.

recommonda- 
has been
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We are convinced that, as soon as the result of A 

the appeal we have made to our Branches is sufficient 
to justify it, a determined effort must be made to raise 
fresh funds, from the public. We are equally convinced 
that such an appeal will only be successful if it is 
accompanied by evidence of some new activity. The 
public will not subscribe more money for merely routine 
purposes.. Every agitation must be kept alive by activi­
ties which arouse enthusiasm and provide proof of 
vitality. We must therefore decide upon some special 
activity of this kind. If we show sufficient faith and 
sufficient energy, we are confident that it will succeed. 
But as any such activity will involve increased expendi­
ture, it will also involve the element of risk. We do 
not think it would be fair to ask our staff to bear this 
risk. It should be borne by ourselves. We therefore 
recommend that a definite date should be fixed in the 
coming year for the restoration in full of the cuts in 
the staff salaries, and by that date we should be ready 
to launch our new campaign. This would be necessary, 
even if the I.P.C. did not exist, but the existence of 
the I.P.C. should increase our chances of success, and the 
co-operation of the Societies represented on the National 
Committee will be of the greatest assistance , as it was 
in the case of the Peace Ballot.

We put forward these recommendations as a whole in 
the confident expectation that, if accepted by the 
Executive and the General Council of the Union, as well 
as by the Societies represented on the National Committee, 
they will remove most of the anxieties and suspicious 
which have been aroused, put fresh heart into the whole 
peace movement in this country and materially encourage 
the newly awakened enthusiasm among the workers for 
peace in other countries.

It was further

RLSOLVED: (2) That the Chairman be asked to summon an emergency 
meeting of the General Council as early as 
possible if the National Committee of the I.P.C. 
at their meeting on October 20th accept the 
proposals made by Lord Cecil, Dr. Murray and Lord 
Lytton concerning its relationship to the Union.

The Committee proceeded to consider the resolution of the 
Pinance Committee proposing that the General Council be asked 
tO Authorise the expenditure in 1937 by the Executive Committee 

32,40-- The Committee observed that this sum was made up 
832,31 as shown in the third column of figures below, 

together with £31> for the restoration of the 5 per cent cuts 
in salary, £1,320 for the restoration of two-thirds of the 10 
per cent cuts in salary, and £1,000, payable monthly, for 
the I.P.C. and &45C for contingencies, making the total of 
13 21 4•-• - Mr. Syrett stated'that the Finance Committee estimated 
that the Union's income for the year would not fall below this 
figure. The details of the estimated income are set out on 
Poper —•3.2179 annexed to these Minutes.
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Lord Cecil and Lord Lytton said that on October 13th they 
had met the staff and explained their proposals. The Secre­
tary reported that a large majority of the staff was now pre­
pared to accept the proposals on certain conditions. The 
Committee considered that the pledge given by the Executive 
Committee to the staff on May 14th, 1936:

“To make every effort to incur no fresh expehditure which 
it is not satisfied is supremely important until salaries 
and wages are restored to at least their present level"

should be literally fulfilled. In order to enable the 
salaries and wages to be restored in full as from January 1st, 
1937? Dr. Murray, Lord Lytton, Mr., Syrett, Major Wright and 
the Secretary thereupon guaranteed to provide the Union with 
an additional income of 8550 in 1937 in case the Union's other 
resources should prove insufficient to maintain salaries and 
wages at the higher level. It was then unanimously

RE3OLVED: (3) That the authorised expenditure for 1937 be 835,400 
made up as in the last column below, subject to 
the acceptance by the Union and by the I.P.C. of 
the report by Lord Cecil, Dr. Murray and Lord 
Lytton, and in particular of the following proposals

(1) That the I.P.C. Committee will be dependent upon 
contributions from its constituent national 
societies and will not raise money by any direct 
appeal;

(ii) That the expenditure of the I.P.C. Committee will 
be confined to

(a) a contribution of 870 a month (equivalent to 
£100 a month before the devaluation of the Swiss 
franc) to the international office;

(b) its own administrative expenses; and
(c) the organisation of any special activity which 

it may be authorised to undertake;
(iii) That any such special activity must be agreed upon 

by the L.N.U.
(iv) That the I.P.C. Committee will be a Committee of 

the L.N.U. and its Secretary will be responsible 
to the Secretary of the L.N.U.;

(v) That if these conditions are accepted and the 
other societies co-operating in the I.P.C. con­
tribute £1,000 per annum to its funds, and if the 
Union’s Finance Committee is satisfied that the 
expenditure is reasonable, the Union will further 
contribute £1 for every £1 contribution by the 
other societies up to a total of £2,000 from the 
Union and £2,000 from the other national societies, 
but that, if any of the proposals made in the report 
and enumerated above are not accepted by the Union 
or by the I.P.C., the last three items in the 
following estimated expenditure for 1937 be reC- 
considered.
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A Administration
B 1 Education
B 7 Youth
B 2 Universities and Colleges
B 3 Intelligence
B 4 Library
B 5 Overseas
B 6 International Federation of 

League of Nations Societies
C 1 Publicity
C 2 Public Meetings
C 3 Speakers and Meetings
F 1 Trade and Industry
F 2 Speakers (Industrial)
G 1 Branches and General
G 2 Regional Representatives and 

Offices (exclusive of London)
C 3 Religious Organisations
G 4 Women’s Organisations
G 5 Special Activities
G 6 Clerical Services
C 7 Accounts
Hl Office Maintenance
H 2 Stationery
H 3 Postages, etc.
H 4 Insurances
H 5 Audit, Bank and Legal Charges
H 6 Travel

Actual Ex- Ixpenditure Expenditure 
penditure Authorised proposed 
in 1935 to f or 1936 forl937 
neare st £

1,955 1,995 1,805
1,265 920j1,534

420 315 ..
652 650 650

2,111 2,160 1,490
670 670 495 '

1,042 1,185 795

349 400 225
2,113 2,455 1,695
1,160 1,200 900 .
2,601 2,280 1,385

889 940 845
580 610 545

2,108 2,280 2,020
5,817 6,425 5,675

448 455 415
560 555 495
697 600

4,360 4,250 3,575
1,347 1,370 1,280
4,019 4,015 3,770 '

750 750 675 ,
1,717 1,600 1,475

431 420 420 y
339 250 300 5
148 150 150 I

38,397 39,350 32,315 '

Restoration of all the (£2,305 less £550 guaranteed 
cuts in salary

I.P.C. — --
Contingencies

1,755, 1,000*

* pay ab l e mo nth ly _

330
£38,397 £39,500 £35,400
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1937 INCOME ESTIATE

D.S.2179 ‘©
12.10.36

Donations
already secured by H.Q.
estimated new donations for H.Q. in 1937
International Ball

7,030 A
6,240 B 

500 13,770
Council's Vote

from Branches
already secured by H.Q.
estimated amount of new money obtained 

by H.Q. in 1937 for Council's Vote

15,460 C
460 A

4,936 C 20,856
Maintenance Fund 

already promised 7,216
Subscriptions from H.Q. members 914 C
Publications, etc. 3,726 D
Bent receivable from the I.P.O. 150
Dividends on investments 558 C 40,700

Deduct
Cost of Appeals
L.R.F. 3,600 E

1,700 F 5,300
35,400

A No allowance made for money which may he secured in the last 
quarter of 1936 for use in 1937

B Half the amount of new money collected by H.G. in the first 9 
months of 1936 " ' “

C As in 1935

D £2,135 more than in 1935 (135 cuts and 2,000 less on printing as 
decided by the Executive)

E As in 1935 because though cuts will save £260 it is estimated 
that extra travel will come to the same amount

F This is only £10 (less than 1;’) less than was paid to the L.R.F. 
in 1934. The expenditure proposed for H.Q. in 1937 is 67 less 
than the actual H.Q. expenditure in 1934.

Staff salaries and expenses in connection with revenue producing department
Allowed Proposed
for 19 3S for 1937

G 8 Appeals 3,541 3,600
G 9 Travel Bureau ■ 551 484
D Publications 2,389 1,996
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MINUTES OF a LLErTIGOF T EXECUTIVE CONTTT HELD Ar 
1), GnOV-NOn Cn.C-NT, LONDON, 3.W. 1.9 ON IHURSDAY, 

CIOB.K 2210, 1930 AI 11 A.M.

FRESEIC; Dr. Gilbert urray (in the Ciair), Vyvyan 
Adams, Lord Allea, Sir Norman Angell”, Mrs. 
Corbett oshoy, P.J. Noel Baker, Mrs. Beale, 
F.M. Burris, Major Anthony Buxton, Lord Cecil, 
Miss K.D. Courtney, Admiral Drury-Lowe, Miss 
chilippa Fawcett, Lady Gladstone, Sir John 
Harris, Dr. C.w. Kimmins, Lady Layton, Dame 
Adelaide Livingstone, Lord Lytton, James 
Macdonald, Hon. Harold Nicolson, Miss leanor 
Rathbone, Nowell Smith, General Temperley, 
Major Lawrence Wright, together with the 
Secretary and the Deputy Secretary.

298. APOOGILsFURABSLNCG were received from Mrs. Dugdale, 
Lord Davies, Miss M. Lloyd George, Miss Graves, Lady Hall, 
Sir Arthur Haworth, Arthur Henderson, G. Ie M. Blander, 
Gerald Palmer and Sir Archibald Sinclair.

299. KEPCRISOE COMIITI.2 3.

(a) Library Committee.. (Dr. Kimmins reported) The 
Minutes of the Committee dated October 12th, 1920, 
were approved and adopted.

Zihese Minutes included (19) Death of the reverend 
Dugald Macfadyen; (20) Minutes of last meeting; 
(.21) Designation of Mr. Parley; (22) Economies 
Propod in View oz reduced budget; (23) Book

(b) Education Committre—.a,. (Dr. Kinmins reported) Subject 
19 F- folloving decision on Minute 123, the Minutes 
on.tne.Cemmitte3 dated October 12th, 1936 were approved au adopted.

/These Minutes Included (115) Minutes; (116) 
Arising out or tha Minutes; (117) Membership of 
the Committee; (116) Meetings for Teachers End 
8cn0ols, (119) British Universities League of 
Nations Society; (120) Int.rnation1 Peace Con- 
5r955i, 121 Summer Schools, Camps and conferences; 
1122) Co-operation mith the Carnegie Endowment 
for International Peace; (123) Armistice Day 
Message to the Schools; (124) British Broadcasting 
Curporation; (125) Cont.rence of Educational 

Associations; (126) Conference on Teaching the 
work of the I.L.O.; (127) Workers Educational 
Association: co-operation in the Scuth-Iest

9125/ Junior Branches; (129) junior 
(130) Educationcl Corporate Members.7

District;
Sections;



On Minute 12? — Armistice Day Message in. Schools, 
Miss Fawcett urged thau, in future, efforts snould 
be made to publish the Armistice Day Message at an 
earlier date. Ihe Secretary undertook to see that 
this was done.

(c) Editorial Committfe. (Sir Norman Angell reported) 
Subject to the following decision on Minute 4.9, the 
Minutes of the Committee dated October 15th, 193 
were approved and adopted.

Z-hese Minutes included (47) Minutes; (4b) 
Organising Peace, Suggested Tenth Edition;
(49) Report on Mineral Sanctions; (50 Co­
ordinating Committee for Posters; (51) 
Literature ./

On Minute 49 — The Report on Mineral Sanction, 
r. Burris reported that, since a resolution on the 

subject of the; Mineral Sanction was included in the 
Preliminary Agenda for the December meeting of the 
General Council, the Regions Committee, at their 
meeting on the previous day. had asked the Executive 
to prepare for the informition of the Branches a 
brief outline of Sir Thomas Holland’s proposals. 
Sir Norman Angeli reminded the Executive that the 
Editorial C-nmittee, when considering the question 
of new publications, endcuvour.d Uo conform with the 
limited budget at their disposal. Notwithstanding 
the recommendation of the Editorial Committee it was, 
after discussion

RESOLVED: "That, in accordance with the decision 
recorded in Minute 272 of the Executive 
Committee dated September 24th, the Report 
on Mineral Sanctions be printed immediately; 
and that, if the Finance Committee should 
withhold its consent, the cost of publica­
tion be guaranteed by individual members 
of. the Executive.”

It was suggested that the Report should be presented 
in • more popular form and, if possible, be related t 
the general problem of collective security.

(d) Industrial—Advisury Committee. With the exception 
of Minute 86, the Minutes cf the Committee dated 
October 15th, 1936 were adjourned for consideration 
at the next meeting of the Executive.

kAL-Minutu.. bb - General Council ReS; lutiens, it was 
reported that the Industrial Advisory Cummittse 
wished to withdraw their draft resolution for the 
General Council on ’Publicity fur the IL.O., and 
it was

RESOLVED; "Ihat, subject to the deletion of the draft 
resolution on Publicity for the I.L.O. 
this Minute be approved and adopted."
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300. MINUIES,
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------to the fencing report on Minute 295 
and 294(288), the Minutes of the Committee dated October 
15th, 1936 were confirmed as circulated.

-.294(288)-Spain, Lord Cecil reported that 
he had received a letter from Sir Alexander Cadogan 
on Uct.Qer 14th, and that it had been circulated to 
members of the Executive.

(anute 295 - Co-optations to Executive. the 
cnairman welcomed the Hn. Harold Nicolson who was 
attending the Executive for the first time.

The Secretary reported a letter from Brigadier- 
General Spears, thanking the Executive for their in­
vitation but asking to be allowed to defer accepting 
it until the General Council had reached a decision 
regarding the Union’s relationship to the I.P.C.

301. E—UIXL-ID-RRDGO-SGEMLTIIGUPGSERL -uni;..T considered the draft Preliminary
Aeendaner tne DecemD. r meeting of the General Council.- hIrsburris.reportcd.she action taken by in RgLon8 Com­
mittee at their meeting on the previous day, and it was

RLJOLVaD. (1) That a sml1 sub-Committee, consisting of 
--ri Cecil, Lord Lytton, Dr. Murray, Mr. 
Noel Baker and the Secretary be asked to 
meet at 11-30 a.m. on Tuesday, October 27th. 
"C.consider.the political resolutions sub- mtzed for the General Council's meeting 

aM to recommend wtat, if any, amendments or 
additional motions should be tabled by the EXecutive . "

(2) "That, in accordance with the decision of
•n- General Council, a Procedure Committee 
it -PPs-nted, consisting of Mr. Clift and 
aa Eriuchard, recommended by the tagions 
--mmittec, end Lady H.l1, nominated by the 
Executive Committee."

302. KHE.UNIONANDIHLINILKNAIIONALPACC CApg-AN r .

Sncoturgpprped.tnat the . atin1 Committee tad met n.-ctDer 20 uh and nad considered the proposg1s t.Which ths .Executive had gven general aroiyS\t their 
hst .moeting. Aftr lengthy discussion a gud-czoiit .
nad been appointed t. recommend such altraScw I? tta

them acceptable by the National
Lord Cecil phesanted to the

proposals as wculd r_nd. 
Committee of the L.P.C.

Committes, and stated that tn 
mast again on Monday. " 
ment.

oh-prop.Sals c.S amended by the sub-
---- -3 National Commit Lee wuuld 
N-Vember 2nd to consider the docu-

had mr-tBurrtguroportud.that LordCucil nd L-ra quaStLon of th un2nesdidonskhp PPVhes.p2.hna une 
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been discussed at great length. The Committee had had 
before them the revised pro csals drawn up by the sub­
committee of the I.P.C. Mr. Burris stated that the 
Regions Committee were unanimous with regard to the 
necessity for the I.P.C. from the international point of 
view; that there were doubts in the minds of individual 
members regarding the national I.P.C. Committee and 
organic connection between it and the Union; that many 
members considered there was no need for any new organisa­
tion in this country; and that, since many members had 
to leave before the meeting ended, no formal decision 
had been taken.

The Executive further considered the pr osal f.r a 
special meeting of the General Council to discuss the 
Union s relationship to the I.P.O. Mr. Burris and other
members of the Committee felt that, in view of the near 
approach of the normal meeting of the Council in December, 
lu would now b%**s- to summon a special meeting at an

2 Aftercousiderable discussiun, during which Lord 
-ec1 “Ssured Lord Lytton that no action would be taken 
in AnY locality by any persons in the name of the I.P.C. 
thatthe national I.P.C. Committee on which the Union 
Wouid02 represented would be the only executive body; 
sld that no activity would be carried cut without the 
"PproVal.of the Union, it was, on the motion Of L.rd 
hotoneaseconded by sir Norman angell, with two dissen­
tients and three abstentions

R-aOLVCD. That the revised proposals cencernin the 
relationship of the British N.tiunlComittj 
of the I.P.O. t. the Union be approved 8 
follows for suomiseicn to the general Council 
at its normal meeting in December:

e roCummend that for the purposes of 
intern tisnul cc-prati.n, the I.P.C. Com­
mittee wnich was established for the purpose 
of organising tne British delegation at the 
Brussels Conference, should continue in exist- 
once. On this Committee, which is almost 
identic..1 with the recent National Declaration 
Committee, 45 National Societies are directly 
represented, and some 190 others are asscintec 
with it in the same manner as the 3,000

Its principal objects should be:

(1) To obtain funds from its constituent 
national bodies for the support of the 
International Office.

(2) To assist in making the popular peace will 
of the world collective .nd focussing it 
upon the four points .f the I.P.C.
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(3) To provide the International Office with informa­
tion regarding the peace activities in this 
country, and to obtain and distribute to its 
constituent bodies, information regarding the 
peace activities of other countries.

We think this should be done by means of an 
International Journal, and not by a specially 
edited English Journal.

(4) To co-ordinate, so far as this is not already 
done by the Union, the peace activities of its 
constituent bodies in this country.

The Committee recognises the great success 
achieved by the National Declaration Committee and 
desires to profit by that experience. The 
Secretary of the National Committee shall be 
appointed jointly by the National Committee and the 
Executive Committee of the L.N.U. and shall be or 
become a member of the secretariat of the L.N.U. 
The National Committee shall assist in the organisa­
tion of any special activities which may be agreed 
upon by its constituent bodies, including the L.N.U. 
In carrying out these duties the National Committee 
will avoid any action which will injur the work for 
peace of any of its constituent organisations, Tne 
full title of the Committee would be "The British 
National Committee of the International Peace 
Campaign” (Commission Nationals Britannique du 
Rassemblement Universal pour la Paix), and its short 
title might be either "The National Committee " or 
"The I.P.O. Committee".

With regard to finance, the National Committee 
will be dependent upon contributions from its con­
stituent National Societies. It would not raise 
money by any direct appeal for itself. It will 
require funds;

(1) For a contribution of £100 a month to the inter­
national Office.

(2) For its own administrative expenses.

(3) For the organisation of any special activity 
which it may be authorised to undertake.

Each constituent society will ruise the money 
they require in any way they think proper. But in 
doing so they will endeavour, as far as possible to 
co-ordinate their appeal for these new funds so as not 
to injure the income of other societies working for 
peace.

If the conditions 'we have here suggested are 
accepted, we recommend that the L.N.U. should con­
tribute £1,000 per annum. The other societies should 
be asked to contribute a like sum. If and when 
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this has been done, we recommend that the Finance 
Committee, if it is satisfied that the expenditure 
is reasonable, should authorise a further contribu­
tion of one pound for every pound contributed by 
the other Societies up to a total limit of £4,000 
(£2,000 from the Union and £2,000 from the rest J 
Inese proposals will, of course, have to De considered 
by the Finance Committee.

Dr. Murray suggested that those members of the Executive 
who had dissented from, or abstained from voting for, 
the above resolution should consider what alternative 
policy they would like to see followed and draw up a 
scheme before the General Council met in December.

The Executive had before them the Minutes of the 
sub-Committee of the I..C. National Committee at which 
the revised proposals were drafted. After discussion, 
Lord Cecil undertook to omit from the Minut.S the 
following paragraph;

"It will be the duty of the Vice-Chairman, 
Dame Adelaide Livingstone, to carry out the arrange­
ment now come to and for that purpose to give the 
necessary orders to the Secretary, who will be 
responsible to her as representing the Committee, 
as well as to the L.N.U. for the discharge of her 
duties."

303.

304.

AUIUMILLIINGSOEINI.NN.IIONALF.DRTIOI • TheExecutive received with interest a report on the meetings 
of the International Federation of League of Nutions 
Societies held in Geneva on October 4th (S.G.826).

JOINT MEETING OF ROTARYvINTERNATIONAL AND THE UNION.
The Executive were informed that a joint meeting between 
Rotary International and the Union would be held on 
Wednesday, November 4th at 12 noon. It was

RESOLVED. "That the appointment of Union representatives 
on the Joint Committee be left in the hands of 
the Chairman."
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MINUTES OF A MELIING UN THS EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE HELD AT 
NO. 14, GKOSVLNOR C-ESCENI, LONDON, S.w. 1. ON THURSDAY, 

OCTOBER 291H, 1936 AT 11 h.M.

PRESENT; Dr. Gilbert Murray (in the Chair), Vyvyan 
Adams, Lord Allen, Sir Norman angell, Mrs. 
Corbett Ashby, P.J. Noel Baker, Michael 
Barkway, Mrs. Beale, F.M. Burris, Major a. 
Buxton, Captain V.h, Cazalet, Lord Cecil, 
Miss J. Corcoran, Miss K.D. Courtney, Admiral 
Drury-Lowe, Miss Philippa Fawcett, Lady 
Gladstone, Lady Hall, Sir Arthur Haworth, 
Lady Layton, Dame Adelaide Livingstone, 
Lord Lytton, James Macdonald, G. Ie M. 
Mander, Hon. Harold Nicolson, Mark Patrick, 
Miss Eleanor Rathbone, Nowell Smith, H.S. 
Syrett, General Temperley, Professor C.K. 
Webster, Major Lawrence Wright together with 
the Secretary and Deputy Secretary.

305. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from the Dean of 
Chichester, Mrs. Dugdale, Miss M. Lloyd George, Miss 
M. Graves and Dr. Klimins.

306. MINUTES. Subject to the following decision and report 
on Minutes 301 and 302 and 304, the Minutes of the last 
meeting dated October 22nd 1936 were confirmed as cir­
culated.

On Minute 301 — Preliminary Agenda 
Meeting of General Council, it was

for December

RESOLVED; "That, in future, the draft Preliminary 
Aoenda be submitted at the earliest 
possible moment to the Political Com­
mittee for consideration and report upon 
the political resolutions which are 
already on the agenda or which in that 
Committee’s opinion ought; to be proposed 
by the Executive."

On-Minute 302 — The Union and the International 
Peace Campaign, it was

RESOLVED; "That the word ’inadvisable’ be substituted 
for the word ’unwise’ in the third 
paragraph."

Oq Minute ^04 - Joint Meeting of Rotary International 
and the Union, the Secretary reported that it was 
hoped Mr. Mander, Admiral Drury-Lowe and Mr. Burris 
would represent the Executive and that Mr. Tanner 
would represent the Industrial Advisory Committee on 
the Joint Committec with R.I.B.I.

307. MilW MEED ING OF THE GENERAL COUNCIL. the Executive 
committee considered the draft Preliminary Agenda for the 
December meeting of the General Council, together with 



the report of the sub-Committee appointed by the 
Executive at its Last meeting to consider the political 
resolutions for the Council (S.G.8563).

The Secretary reported that the Cambridge 
University Branch, the County all Branch, the East of 
Scotland District Council, the Edinburgh Branch and the 
Horsham Branch had agreed to move their motions in tne 
amended form suggested by the subcommittee.

The Executive also considered two draft resolutions 
suggested by Miss Rathbone for submission by the Executive 
to the GeneraL CounciL (d.G.8567) . After discussion 
it was
RESOLVED: (1) "That the following motions be included 

in the Preliminary Agenda for the General 
Council in the name of the Executive 
Committee;

The General Council of the League of 
Nations Union

Deeply concerned by the shock to public 
confidence in the League of Nations since its 
failure to prevent the Italian aggression in 
Abyssinia;

Believing that this is due not to any 
defects in the Covenant but to the failure of 
the Members of the League to carry out their
obligations thereunder;

Considering that the present drift to 
war will continue until the Governments which 
are Members of thLeaguact resolutely to 
uphold the Covenant and the Briand-Kellogg 
Pact; .. ,

Believing that the joint strength of 
loyal Members of the League is sufficient if 
they are prepared to use it to detur possible 
aggression from any quarter;

"Noting the aspirations expressed by Mr. 
Eden in his speech to. the League's Assembly;

Urges H.M. Government to translate 
these, aspirations into actualit ies by making 
definite proposals designed to revive and re­
inforce the League of Nations by aiming par­
ticularly at:

(1) Recognition of the Sanctity of Treaty 
Obligations $
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(2) Reduction and limitation of armaments by 

international agrceuunt ;

(3) Strengthening the League’of Nations for the 
prevention and stopping Of War by tne organisa­
tion of Collective Security and Mutual 
Assistance;

(4) Establishment within the framework of the 
League of Nations of effective machinery for 
remedying international conditions which might 
lead to war.

(11) The Reform of the League.

The General Council of the League of Nations 
Union, '

Agrees with the statement made by His Majesty’s 
Government that any change in the’existing Covenant 
of the League of Nations should be- undertaken with 
caution;

Sees with satisfaction that almost without 
exception thu proposals made by othur Governments 
aim at strengthening, not relaxing, the powers of 
the League; and

Desires to stress the importance of an early 
adoption of the proposals already published by the 
Union on this subject, several of which, such as 

’. the making effective of Articles XI and XIX, have 
been advocated by the Foreign Secretary in his speech 
to the Assembly.

F"The Reform and Development of the League of Nations1 
(July 1936) and "The League and the Crisis" 
(September, 1936).

(Note.: the final wording of this resolution was 
lcft to the Chairman who settled it as 
above after the mecting.) .

(ill)ho-armament.

The General Council of the League of Nations 
Union,

While admitting with deep regret that in 
present circumstances an increase of national arma­
ments has become necessary;

Holds that no increase should be made except to 
enable us to discharge our duties under the Covenant; 
and

Urg^s H.M, Government to make it unmistekcably 
civor that their policy is one of collective security 
and international disarmament.---- --------- ---- --- ---- ---_ __
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o(iv) Di sarmame nt.

The General Council of the League of Nations 
Union,

Welcomes the re-appointment by the League 
Assembly of the Third Disarmament Commission and the 
decision to summon the Bureau of the Disarmament 
Conference;

Notes that the subjects recommended for 
immediate discussion are

(1) Publicity of Defence Expenditure, and
(2) Manufacture of and Trade in Arms; and

Urges H.M. Government to support the proposal 
of the French Government that the question of air 
disarmament should also be dealt with at an early 
date.

(v) Raw Materials.

The General Council of the League of Nations 
Union

Notes with satisfaction that the Committee of 
the League Assembly dealing with economic and 
financial questions emphasised the importance of a 
policy tending to restore the free exchange of 
goods and services as an indispensable corollary of 
the monetary adjustment.

It further welcomes the unanimous acceptance 
by the Assembly of the Committee's recommendation 
that the Council should appoint a special Committee 
to study the question of free commercial ascess to 
raw materials with the collaboration of the principal 
states, whether Members or non-Members of the Lague, 
having a special interest in the matter.

It was further

RESOLVED: (2) "That the resolutions contained in the 
Drafting Committee's report on

Advantages of L.agu. Membership; 
Mineral Sanctions; and
The League and Civil Wars Promoted from 

Outside;

together with the suggested amendment to 
the New Commonwealth’s motion on Develop­
ment of Collective Security, be approved 
and adopted for submission by the Executive 
to the General Council.
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308.

309.

310.

Having obtained the Chairman’s permission M;cg 
Ratnbongsg5ked tnu the second of her aras8 resolutions 
for i6"88sF0"58ad3-ie"dod 10 nor a 10 — --nc

ALOTOISCOLLLEC-J. The Minutes of the Committee dated 
October 21st, which Mr. Burris had reported orally to 
the Executive at their last meeting, wererecsived."

/These Minutes included (1) Minutes; (2) Methods 
95.Elecoine.th Executive; (3) General Council; 
U ADPlicntion of.the Principles of the Covenant; 
$5/ P ? Motion of the Executive on Re-armament; 
16 conference of Branch Secretaries and Workers; 
U Procedure Committee; (8) Relations of the 
Un1on with the 1.P.0,7

AIVILAVLaLIOII. The Executive resumed consideration of a 
Proposal made oy the London Regional iuduratlon that a 
further resolution should be sont by the Exocutiva “to" 
HaGov-rorent on gh. 110e8 of the General Council's 
resolution of December, 1935. after discussion it was-
RESOLVED (1) The Executive Committee of the League of 

Nations Union,

Bearing in mind the assurance, recently 
given by Mr. Eden to the League of Nations

at GceVa, of the full co-operation 01 his Majesty's Government in any attempt 
to reach international agreement for the 
limitation and reduction of armaments;

. Reaffirms its conviction that the only 
arrocpive.moans.of eliminating the danger of 
-nlu- attack lies in the abolition of 
national military air forces, together with 
ang international control of civil aviation;

UrgeS His Mu Ju sty's Government to 
press for a resumption at the earliest prac­
ticable date of negotiations for air dis­
armament, on the lines already laid down in 
trie British Draft Convention of March 1922 
and the Supplementary Memoraneum of January 
19341 .nd.1n tnis connection to indicate its own detailed proposals tor the international 
control or internationalisation of civil 
aviation.

(2) That the above resolution be communicated 
immediately to H.M. Government,"

REPOHISOPCCIMITTEES.

(a) InguatrilAdvigoryComnittge. (Lady Hall reported) 
8103007,60 th? decision on Minute 88 recorded in

• 299 (a) of the last meeting of the Executive, 
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the Minutes of the Conmittee dated October 15th, 
1936 were approved and adopted.

/These Minutes included (73) Ciirman) (74) 
Minutes; (72) Mr. C.h. Macartney; (76) 
Chairman of Committee; (77) The Forty Hour 
Week — Proposed Deputation to Minister of 
Labour; (78) Hours of Work; (79) New Factories 
Bill; (80) Conferences on the I.L.O.; (81) 
International Federation of League of Nations sie- 
ties Resolutlons;(82) Study of Comparative Legislation; 
(83) Questions in Parliament; (84) Mr. Gillinder’s 
Report; (05) Industrial hff illations and 
Deletions; (86) Conference on "The Shorter 
Working Week11; (87) Rotary International (Great 
Britain and Ireland); (88) General Council 
Resolutions./

On Minute 76 — Chairman of Committee. the Executive 
were glad to learn from Lady Hall that Mr. H.G.
Tanner had accepted the Chairmanship of the Conmittee 
at least for one year.

Women's Advisory Council. (Lady Gladstone reported) 
Subject to the following decision on Minute 620, 
the Minutes of the Council dated October 21st, 1936 
were approved and adopted.

/These Minutes included (614) Minutes; (615) 
Red Cross Aeroplane for Abyssinia; (616) Report 
of Sub-Committee; (617) Reports of Representa­
tives; (618) The I.P.C. and Women’s Organisa­
tions; (619) The 1936 Assembly; (620) Refugees; 
(b21) Applications for Corporate Associateship; 
(622) Annual Meeting./7

On Minute 620 - Refugees, it was

RESOLVED. "That this Minute be refurred to the 
Refugees sub-Committee for consideration 
and report."

Economic Committee. (The Secretary reported) 
Subject to the following decision on Minutes 10 and 
11, the Minutes of the Committee dated October 22nd, 
1936 be approved and adopted..

/These Minutes included (8) Minutes; (9) 
Material Advantages for League Membership;
(10) Overpopulation and Raw Materials;
(11) Devaluation and International Trade;
(12) Compensation for Losses attributable to 
Economic Sanctions; (13) Sir Arthur Pugh/7
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and Raw Materials, 

it was

RESOLV_D: "That this Minute be approved and adopted, 
subject to the resolution being amended 
to read as follows:

"Having carefully considered the recom­
mendation of the General Council, the 
Committee does not feel that it would be 
useful for the Union to do anything 
further in view of the various publica­
tions which are available on this 
subject.21

X
These publications include:

The Demand for Colonial Territories and Equality 
of Economic Opportunity -(Transport House, 
August 1936, price 4d.) .

The Demand for Colonies (L.N.U., price 6d.)
Colonies and Raw Materials (Chatham House, 

price 2s.6d.)

Notes for Conservative Workers, No. 10 for 
October, 1936 (Conservative Party Headquarters, 
Palace Chambers).

On Minute 11 - Devaluation and International Trade, 
it was

RESOLVED: "That this Minute be approved and adopted, 
subject to the insertion of the word 
'France’ after the word 'Britain' in the 
second paragraph of the resolution."

311. BRANCH RESOLUTIONS> The Executive received resolutions 
from the Waterloo and County Hall Branches and from the 
Scottish National Council. It was

RESOLVED: (1) "That the Waterloo, Crosby, Seaforth and 
Litherland Branch be thanked for their 
resolution."

(2) "That the Scottish National Council be 
thanked for their resolution; be informed 
that it represents the policy of the 
Executive Committee and be supplied with 
a copy of the Union's booklet entitled 
THE RLFOR AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE LEAGUE 
OF NTIONS containing constructive 
criticism and suggestions designed to 
restore and strengthen the League's 
authority."
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(3) "That the County Hull Branch be thanked 

for their resolutions; and that, in 
regard to the resolution on HEADWAY a 
detailed reply be sent on lines to be 
suggested by Dr. Murray.

312. TH^ UNION rkip IHE l.P.C. Lord Lytton gave notice that
at the next meeting of the Executive he would submit a 
resolution asking for the appointment of a small sub­
committee to consider and make recommendations to the 
Executive concerning the various suggestions that have 
been made with regard to future activities of the l.P.C 
It was
RESOLVED: "That Lord Lytton's proposal be included on

the agenda for the next meeting of the 
Executive."

The Chairman suggested that the proposed sub-Committee 
should include Lord Lytton, Lord Allen, Mr. Noel Baker, 
Sir Norman Angell, Miss Courtney, and Dr. Garnett.
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MVINUTE3 OP A MLIING OP IHE EXECUIIVE COvMIIIEE HELD 

AI 14, GROSVLNOR CREBCENT, LONDON, S.W. 1., ON IHURSDAY, 
NOVLMBER 51H, 1936 AI 11 A.M.

PReMt: Dr. Gilbert Murray (in the Chair), Vyvyan 
Adams, Lord Allen, Mrs. Corbett ashby, P.J. 
Noel Baker, Lady Violet Bonham Carter, 
F.M. Burris, Major anthony Buxton, Captain 
V.h, Cazalet, Miss k.D. Courtney, Lord 
Dickinson, Admiral Drury-Lowe, Mrs. Dugdale, 
Miss Philippa Fawcett, Miss Megan Lloyd 
George, Lady Gladstone, Lady Hall, Sir John 
Harris, Lady Layton, G. Ie M. Mander, Gerald 
Palmer, Mark Patrick, Miss Eleanor Ruthbone, 
Sir Archibald Sinclair, Nowell Smith, Professor 
C.K. Webster, Major Lawrence '//right together 
with the Secretary and the Deputy Secretary.

313. APOLOGIES FOk absence were received from Sir Norman 
j " Angell, Michael Barkway, Mrs. Beale, Lord Cecil, Sir

Arthur Haworth, Dr. C.W. Kirnmins, Dame Adelaide 
Livingstone,- Lord Lytton, James Macdonald, Hon. Harold 
Nicolson, H.S. Syrett and General Tumperley.

314. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.
(a) Overseas Committee. (Admiral Drury-Lowe reported) 

The Minutes of the Committee dated October 28th, 1936 
were approved and adopted.

/These Minutes included (28) Minutes; (29) 
Resignation of Sir Alfred Zinmern; (30) Report 
of the Autumn Meetings of the International 
Federation; (31) Resignation of the Overseas 
Secretary; (32) Overseas Report^/

(b) Editorial Conmittee. (Major Buxton reported) Subject 
to the following report on Minute 52 (49) the Minutes 
of the Committee dated October 29th, 193b were 
approved and adopted.

/These Minutes included (52) Minutes; (53) 
Organising Peace, Suggested Tenth Edition, 
(54) Resolution from Waterloo, Crosby and 
Seaforth Branch,

On Minute 52 - 49 — Mineral Sanctions Report, 
it was reported that the pamphlet containing the 
report of the Mineral Sanctions sub-Committee would 
be sold at twopence per copy but that a liberal 
discount would be offered to local organisations 
buying the pamphlet in quantities.

(c) Christian Organisations Committee. Admiral Drury-Lowe 
reported, as a matter of urgency, that the Christian 
Organisations Committee at its meeting on the 
following day had discussed the relationship between 
the Union and the I.P.O. and had resolved;

A J
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"That this Committee views with emv cacer the proposed 
connection between the League of Nations Union and 
the International Peace Campaign, but before ex-
pressing a definite 
Cecil would find an 
the Committee.11

opinion would be glad if Lord 
opportunity of conferring with

315

316.

317.

Lord Cecil had 
November 23rd.

on the subject

meet the Committee on Monday,

was made to a memorandum by Father O’Hea 
of the I.P.O. which had been circulated

to members of the Christian Organisations Committ 
and it was

RESOLVED: "T.at the memorandum by Father O’Hea be cir­
culated to the Executive along with the 
Minutes of the Christian Organisations Com­
mittee's meeting of November 4th."

LEVELLING SECRETARY FOR UNIVERSITIES djp COLLEGES AND
Secretary OF the B.JoL..w,S. Iu. Executive had before 
them the Minutes of the Joint Selection Committee dated 
November 3rd dealing with the appointment of. a League 
of Nations Union Travelling Secretary for Universities 
and Colleges and the election of a Secretary of the 
British Universities League of Nations Society. It was

RLSOLVED. "That the Minutes of the Joint 
Committee dated November 3rd, 
and adopted."

Selection
1936 be approved

/Ih.se Minutes included (1) Conditions of 
appointment; (2) Candidates; (3) 
Appointment.

MINUTES. Subject to the following decision on Minutes 
307 and 312, the Minutes of the Committee dated October 
29th, 1930 were confirmed as circulated.

Council, it was.

RESOLVED: "I.t the words ’resulting from’ be 
substituted for the word 'since' in the 
second paragraph of motion (i) (H.M. 
Government and the League)."

REPORT OF HU Yd, COm.Sd. 
aND TRADING IN rdd. .

PRIVATE OF

1

RESOLVED: "Int a pamphlet dealing with the Report of the 
Royal Commission on the Private Manufacture of 
and Trading in Arms be published by the Union 
as soon as possible; and that the preparation 
of this pumphlet be left in the hands of. a 
sub-Committee, consisting of Mr. Nod Bak.r, 

t Colonel Carnegie, Miss Courtney, Captain Cazalet, 
Mr. Syrett and General Tomperley

The Secretary reported that Mr. Eppstein was preparing a 
draft pamphlet for conside rution by the Sub-Committee.
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318. THE COLLECTIVE SYSTEM. The Executive considered a 

memorandum by Lord Allen S.G.576annexed to these 
Minutes/ Lord Allen, in presenting his paper, said 
that the Union had, over a long period of years, built 
up a great machine more successful than any other peace 
machine in this country in winning the confidence of the 
public and influencing the Government. It was perhaps 
not so strong to-day as it had been and the Union ought 
to be very jealous to preserve the influence it had so 
successfully exercised in the past. It was not 
sufficient for it to go on stating its objectives, how-

It must also give a very clearever important
indication of the procedure by which those objectives may 
now be reached.

After lengthy discussion it was

RESOLVED; (1) "That Lord Allen's memorandum (including 
Dr. Garnett's note) be referred for con­
sideration and report by a sub-Committee 
consisting of: Lord Allen, Sir Norman 
Angell, Captain Cazalet, Lord Cecil, Mrs 
Dugdale, Lord Lytton, Dr. Murray, Mr. 
Noel Baker, Miss Rathbone, Sir Archibald 
Sinclair and the Secretary.

(2) "That the sub-Committee be asked to meet at 
11 a.m. on Friday, November 13th.“

In regard to Dr. Garnett's note which was to be circulated 
with his memorandum Lord Allen observed that it was no 
use pressing for collective security irrespective of the 
circumstances in which it would be operating: we had to 
get back to circumstances which would enable collective 
security to work.

The Chairman asked that any members of the Executive 
who had other suggestions or criticisms to make in regard 
to Lord Allen's memorandum should-send them to the 
Secretary before Friday, November 13th in order that they 
might be considered by the sub-Committee.

In regard to the proposal contained in Lord Allen's 
memorandum for a series of lectures, Dr. Murray stated 
that the Religions and Ethics Committee of the Union had 
already arranged for a course of lectures to be given in 
the Conway Hall in the near future; and Professor 
Webster stated that arrangements were also being made for 
a course of eight public lectures on Peaceful Change to 
be delivered at the London School of Economics.,

319. THE UNION aND THE INTERNATIONAL PEaCE CAMPAIGN. In reply ' 
to a question by Captain Cazalet, the Secretary reported

• the circumstances in which a reprint of his article in 
the current number cf THE 'STUDENT CHRISTIAN MOVEMENT had 
been sent, in a slightly revised form and with the approval 
of Lord Cecil and Dr. Murray, to all the Union's Branches 
with the November circular letter. Captain Cazalet and 
Mr. Patrick suggested that, in view of the circulation of 
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this paper, those members of the Committee who had 
dissented from the resolutions adopted by the Executive 
on October 1th and October 22nd should be allowed to 
prepare a memorandum and perhaps to write an article in 
HLAuWn/ stating the arguments on the other side for sub­
mission to the branches before the December meeting of 
the Council. Captain Cazalet asked that, for this 
purpose, the authors of the memorandum should be given 
access to such material as was available in the 
secretariat. The Chairman agreed that a paper on the 
lines suggested should be prepared and that it should be 
circulated to the Executive for their information before 
being communicated to the Branches. Dr. Murray further 
expressed his willingness to place in the hands of Mr. 
Patrick and Captain Cazalet a number of protests he had 
lately received concerning the Union’s relation to the 
I.P.C.

The Executive had before them the Minutes of the 
National Committee of the I.P.C. dated November 2nd, and 
it was

RESOLVED: (1) "That the Minutes of the
National Committee of the I.P.C. be 
adjourned for Consideration at the next 
meeting of the Executive.“

Admiral Drury-Luwe pointed out that no reference was 
made in the-'Minutes of tie I.P.C. tu the fact that the 
agreement between the L.N.U.and the I.P.C. was subject 
to ratification by the General Council of the Union at 
its December meeting. Dr. Garnett promised to draw the 
attention of the Secretary of the I.P.C. Committee to 
this omission.

In reply to a Question, the Secretary stated that 
the agreement concerning appeals for funds made between 
the Executive and the I.P.C. on March 26th would remain 
in force'until the new agreement became operative. Mr. 
Noel. Baker agreed, with Dr. Gurnett’s statement and said 
that the I.P.C. had., he thought, sufficient funds to 

: carry them on'to the end of the year.

The Executive considered ' the'proposal,-of which 
Lord Lytton had given notice at the previous meeting, see 
Minute 312, that - sub-Conmittec be appointed to consider 
and advise"the Executive regarding suggestions for 
future activities of the I.P.C. Miss Courtney said that 

.she would be absent from London during the greater part 
fthe next few weeks. ; It was

RESOLVED: "That a sub-Committe, consisting of Lord
Allen, Sir'Norman Angell, Mr. Nad Baker, 
Mrs. Corbett 'Ashby, Lord Cecil,'Lord Lytton, 
Dr. Murray and Dr. Garnett, be appointed to 
consider and make recommendations to the 
Executive regarding future activities of the 
I.P.C."
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320. BIGOKMUGGULINI’GSPLLCHORIOVILER iST mhe 
ecretary suggested that, alchougn it nad never been the

pracnice or tne Executive to deplore or complain of any 
sction taken vritich Government, the attitude ofthe Union might be misunderstood if they made no protest 
in rsgard to Signor Mussolini's speech of November 1st. 
Dr. Murray thought it was difficult for the Union to 
protest against speeches made by foreign govaroments but after discussion it was governments,

n3OLV-D: "fhat the sub-Committee, appointed in Minute 
31o above, be asked to consider possible 
action by the Union in regard to the speech 
delivered by Signor Mussolini on November 1st.”

321. LODoomYOR‘S.S0u. The Secretary drew the attention of 
the Committee to a statement by the Manchester and 
sa1ror Joint Peace Committee, that they had. learned 
"with deep regret of the proposal that the suirepre- 
santation or peaceful activities is to be omitted from 
apart orhe Lord Mayor's Show in London in order that 2Partfrom the carriages of the civic representation, the.nhole of. the famous Show may become a military 
Parnde" The Joint Committee felt that it had no right thot it a.protest on 1ts own behalf but it suggested 5 tha5 its constituent bodies should communicate with their 
nond.or11ca5 in London urging them to make suitable representation in the matter. It was
RESOLVED; "That the statement of the Manchester and 

Pd-rord J°int Peace Committee be forwarded to 
Mr. Syrett for his comments u
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S.G.8576
2.11.36.

OFHURIWOOD
October 26th,1936.

I suggest that the time has come for the League of 
Nations Union to make a new offensive on the subject 
of the Collective System in order to meet defeatism 
amongst our own members, to keep distinct our own propa­
ganda from that of other peace bodies and to bring 
pressure upon the Government. I feel it is a mistake 
to criticise the vague aspirations of Mr. Eden, if we 
remain content with aspirations ourselves. What is 
now needed is a specific series of proposals for re­
building the League of Nations, it is only by stating 
the procedure towards a new Peace Settlement that we can 
re-establsih contact with public opinion, which remains 
as eager as ever to support the League method, if only 
it knew how to make it immediately realistic.

I therefore suggest that we should rake a renewed 
offensive which might take several forms simultaneously. 
The following are only intended as illustrations:

(1) A Manifesto to the nation and our own people (attached)

(2) A very influential deputation to the Prime Minister 
and Foreign Secretary pressing upon their attention 
the procedure outlined in the Manifesto.

(3) A simultaneous attack on the same lines in the House 
of Commons and House of Lords by a resolution, 
possibly in identical terms and sponsored by members 
of all parties, e.g.

House of Commons House of Lords
Attlee Cecil
Sinclair Snell
Austen Chamberlain Crewe
Winston Churchill Lytton
Lord Hugh Cecil archbishop of
Lloyd George CanterburyNoel Baker Rennell
Harold Nicolson Dickinson
Eustace Percy Allen.

(4) A deputation to the Churches asking for a declaration 
of policy from them on similar lines.

(5) A course of lectures in the Kingsway Han, London, 
dealing specifically with the principal intellectual 
difficulties that are still expressed even by some 
of our own friends on the subject of the League of 
Nations. (The Fabian Society has for many years 
organised most successfully a series of public lectures 
which have even brought them a large financial return. 
If the lectures were first-class they could be pro- 
duced later on as a book of essays like the Fabian essays.)

and I.feel. that We need to take these steps immediately 
T-p not.Wait either for our Council Meeting or for the 
-‘•* to galvanise the Peace Movement into Life.

ALLEN
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The League of Nations Jnion believes that the 
moment has come to call upon public opinion in Britain 
and in other nations, to reaffirm in the clearest manner 
its fidelity to the principle of collective action as 
expressed in the League of Nations, its determination 
to rebuild that League, and its wish that the League 
should be used without qualification for the sake of 
promoting justice and protecting peace.

The League of Nations Union is in no sense blind 
to the anxiety that threatens the security of every nation. 
But having considered every other method of promoting 
peace and ensuring national safety, it remains more con­
vinced than ever that there is no alternative available,, 
which can offer any hope of success in the immediate 
present, when danger is becoming almost daily more 
threatening. It has therefore considered with all care 
wherein lies the present difficulty, and what immediate 
steps are necessary to reconstruct the League, which is 
the only means left to our generation to protect us from 
the horrors of war or to organise the world for peace.

It believes that experience has proved that no 
headway can any longer be made towards a new Peace 
Settlement for Europe by the procedure of diplomatic 
exchanges directed to partial understandings, the solution 
of problems in isolation from each other, or the organisa­
tion of security in separate regions and areas in Europe.

It is aware that no League system for enforcing 
peace can succeed so long as the peace is felt in any 
quarter to be unjust, and no machinery offered to remedy 
that injustice.

The League of Nations Union therefore pleads with 
the British Government to take steps which may bring to 
an end the present state of obscurity, which enshrouds 
foreign policy, and -thereby hinders the reconstruction of 
the League. It believes that this obscurity is respon­
sible for the drift towards war.

The League of Nations Union begs the Government to 
state in the most explicit terms not some final solution 
for all the problems that threaten peace, but its pro­
posals for creating a more effective machinery of discus-- 
sion, which will enable those problems to be explored, 
grievances remedied and the membership of the League 
completed in Europe.

It therefore calls upon the Government:

(1) To declare publicly that there is no subject and 
no grievance, which any nation may wish should be dis­
cussed or explored, that Britain desires to withhold from 
the conference table. '
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(2) To invite every nation to join in setting up 
Commissions or other machinery to receive statements as 
to all grievances or proposals relating to:

(a) Colonial questions
(b) Access to raw materials
(c) Economic co-operation
(d) Trade revival
(e) Movements of population
(f) Territorial readjustments
(g) Revolutionary and counter-revolutionary propa­

ganda .

(3) To invite the American Government to assist 
and join in the work of these Commissions..

(4) To propose to each nation that having regard to 
this definite procedure, which would set up machinery 
for ascertaining the terms of a new and just Peace 
Settlement, all countries should agree to take no step 
leading to a forcible violation of the peace either by 
direct or indirect means.

NOTE BY THE SECRETARY OF THE UNION:-
Lord Allen allows me to suggest the addition 
•of a fifth paragraph to those enumerated above. 
The additional paragraph would read.

(5) To declare that, pending the general 
acceptance of a new and just peace 
settlement, H.M. Government in the 
United Kingdom still stand, with the 
League for the collective maintenance 
of the Covenant in its entirety and 
particularly for steady and collective 
resistance to all acts of unprovoked 
aggression.

The League of Nations Union believes that such an 
offer and such an initiative — precise and explicit in 
its terms — would enable a new Peace Settlement to be 
arrived at, thereby bringing to an end a regime of in­
equality of status between the nations and creating a 
renewal of confidence between countries now having con­
flicting ambitions.

It believes that this procedure, by removing the 
obscurity which now surrounds the foreign policy of all 
countries, would lead either to the strengthening of a 
League of Nations or to a clear knowledge as to which 
nation or nations are unwilling to co-operte in estab­
lishing a regime of law, justice and fair-dealing.

By such procedure it will then become possible to 
consider methods of organising security, protecting the new 
Agreement and reducing armaments.
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TENTATIVE SUGGESTIONS FOR A COURSE OF LEO 1 URES 
ON OUTSTANDING CRITICISMS OF THE COLLECTIVE 

SYSTEM.

1. Is National Sovereignty an overwhelming impediment 
to the success of the League Covenant?

2. Is the League Covenant incapable of providing 
machinery for making changes in the status quo?

3. Would the use of collective force under League 
auspices mean war? In other words, would the 
League make all wars into world wars?

4. Need the Capitalist system make the organisation a 
Peace through the League impossible? Can the 
League system work successfully while its member 
states are ruled under different social systems and 
by different types of regime?

5. Could the League operate collective force without 
elaborate staff preparations of all the nations 
concerned? In other words, can preponderant 
power be organised in advance of a crisis?

6. Can force be operated under the League by bringing 
together the military forces of separate sovereign 
states, at a time when a super-national police 
force is out of the question?

7. Can the League, in an armed world be content to be 
only an instrument for collective discussion?

8. Can the League assist in the prevention of war so 
long as the unanimity rule applies.

9. How can the League system be used to provide a basis 
for a new and just Peace Settlement and the removal 
of grievances. What kind of initiative should 
Britain take to bring the nations back to the Leagu 
table?
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c.13 
CONPIDNIIAL LLaGUE OF NATIONS UNION 24.ll.3t>.

MINUTLS OF A MLBIING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTCE HELD AT 
14, GKOSVENOK CrESCENT, S.W. 1., ON THURSDAY, NOVEMBLR 

1911, 1936, AT 11 A.M,

PRLSENI: Dr. Gilbert Murray (in the Chair), Lora Allen, 
Sir Norman Angell, P.J. Noel Buker, Michael 
Barkway, Mrs. Beale, Lady Violet Bonham Carter, 
F.M. Burris, Major Anthony Buxton, Captain 
v.A. Cazalet, Lord Cecil, the Dean of Chichester, 
Miss Judith Corcoran, Lord Dickinson, Admiral 
Drury-Lowe, Mrs. Dugdale, Miss Philippa Fawcett, 
Miss Megan Lloyd George, Lady Gladstone, Miss 
Marjorie Graves, Dr. Kimmins, Lady Layton, 
Dame Adelaide Livingstone, Lord Lytton, James 
Macdonald, G. Ie M. Mander, Hon. Harold Nicolson, ; 
Gerald Palmer, Mark Patrick, Miss Eleanor 
Rathbone, Sir Archibald Sinclair, Nowell Smith, 
General lemperley. Professor Webster, Major 
Lawrence Wright together with the Secretary and I . 
the Deputy Secretary.

322. OOLOGIES FC A ? C-CE were received from Mrs. Corbett 
Ashby and sir Arthur Haworth.

323. RLPOKIBUP_COMMIT:115.
(a) Christian Organisations Committee. (Admiral Drury- . 

Lowe reported) The Minutes of the Committee dated 
November 4th, 1936, were approved and adopted.

/These Minutes included (o5) Minutes; (6b) 
Rev. Bevill Close; (67) International Peace 
Campaign; (68) action on Resolution in Minute 
b2 of the last meeting; (69) Applications for 
Corporate Membership./

Gn Minute 67 - International Peace Campaign, the 
Executive had before them a note prepared by Lord 
Cecil for the information of the Christian Organisa­
tions Committee in reply to the memorandum by Father 
O ‘Hea.

Dr. Garnett reported that, when he lately 
addressed an Armistice meeting at Muswell Hill with 
representative clergy and ministers present on the 
platform, the Vicar, who moved the vote of thanks, 
had said that it was under the auspices of the League ; 
of Nations Union that the Churches in that district 
had first learned to co-operate for any purpose.

(b) Administration Committee (Admiral Drury-Lowe 
reported) Subject to the following decision and 
report on Minute 43, the Minutes of the Committee 
dated November 5th, 1936 were approved and adopted.
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/These Minutes included (35) Minutes: 
(lb) Composition of Committee; (372 Main-, tenance Fund; (38) House to House Canvass, 
759) Branches, Corporate Members, etc., 
(46) Membership; (41) Aal1ng PW Council, 
(42) Youth Committee; 43) r---e/

On Minute 43 - Secretary of Overseas Committee,
it was

$

nSOLVED. "That this Minute be approved and adopted, 
subject to the words 'through Mr.
Eppstein’ being deleted in the third 
sentence."

On Minute 43 C - Extraordinary Meeting, the.Chair- 
man reported that, after^onsultation with Mr 
Burris? who had presided over the meeting of the 
committee on November 5th, and in agreement with.. Lor L966on, he had decided that the extraordinary 
meeting of the Committee proposed for November 18th 
should not be summoned.

(c) National Youth committee. (Miss Corcoran reported) 
Subject to the following decision on Minutes 79moer 
and 80, the Minutes of the Committee dated ovemos 
7th, 1936 were approved and adopted.

/These Minutes included (74) Mnutes;,, (75), . 
Registration of New Groups; (76) B.U.L.N.b., 
(77) Fosters; (78) National Peace Council, 
(79) British Youth Peace assembly, Birmingham 
Conference; (80) Recruiting; (81) General 
Council of Union, December 15th and 16th, 
(82) Youth Groups Central Fund, (83) Junior 
Branches./

On Minute 79 - British Youth Peace assembly. 1t «as
SOLV.D. "That this Minute be approved and adopted, 

subject to the third paragraph in resolu­
tion (2) being referred to the Finance , 
Committee for consideration and report.

On Minute 80 - Recruiting, it was
.SOLVED. "That this Minute be received; and that _ 

it be left to the Youth Committee, as they 
orarer to move an amendment in the sense 
of their resolution on Recruiting at the 
meeting of the General Council, or to 
deal with the subject when speaking to 
their amendment on Motion 9 (Re-armament).

(d) T.lbrarv Committee. (or. Kimmins reported), 
to the following report on Minute 26, the Minutes 
of the Committee dated November 9th, 1936 "ore 
approved and adepted.
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Zfhese Minutes included (25) Minutes;
(26) Mutters arising out of Minutes;
(27) Book List; (28) Co-opting of 
Captain Thomas on to Library Commit tee.7

Qn Minuta. 26 -_ 22 — Economies Proposed in view of 
Reduced Budget, it was
RESOLVED: 'That the Finance Committee be asked to 

consider this Minute of the Library Com­
mittee with a view to suggesting means 
by which money might be raised for the 
use of the Library."

(e) Education Committee. (Dr. Kimmins reported) The 
Minutes of the Committee dated November 9th, 1936, 
were approved and adopted.

ZThese Minutes included (132) Minutes; (133) 
Arising out of the Minutes; (134) Membership 
of the Committee; (135) Meetings for Teachers 
and Schools; (13o) British Universities League 
of Nations Society; (137) Report of the Junior 
Branches Bub-Committee; (138) Membership of 
the Junior Branches Sub-Committee; (139) 
Junior Bummer School in Geneva; (140) Nansen 
Pioneer Camps; (141) Junior Branches Conference; 
(142) The League and the Protection of animals; 
(143) International Peace Campaign; (144) 
Armistice Day Message to the Schools; (145) 
International Federation of League of Nations 
Societies;. (146) Relations with Educationists 
in the U.S.S.R.; (147) Invitation_to Russian 
Educators; (148) Junior Branches./

324. MINURl. Subject to the following decision and report 
on Minutes 320 and 321, the Minutes of the meeting dated 
November 5th, 1936- were confirmed as circulated.

On Minute 920 - 
1st, it was

Signor Mussolini's Speech of November

RESOLVED; "That the words 'any foreign' be substituted 
for the words 'the British' in the fourth 
line."

It was reported that, owing to the shortness of time 
at their disposal, the sub-Committee had not considered 
this matter at their meeting on November 13th.

On, Minute 921 - Lord Mayor's Show, the Secretary 
reported that Mr. Syrett had made enquiries and had 
been assured by those responsible for the arrangements 
of the Lord Mayor's Show that the Show was a historical
pageant and could not be said to constitute a military 
parade or to boost militarism. In support of this 
contention Mr. Syrett had sent to Dr. Garnett a copy 
of the menu and programme of the Guildhall Banquet



which was animated by the same spirit as the Lord 
Mayor's Show. This admirable document had been 
forwarded, together with Mr. Syrett's comments, to 
the Secretary of the Union’s Manchester District.

325. LOKDaLLLN’SINIELSIO. The Executive considered a 
revised text (3,G.6616) of the memorandum as amended 
by Lord Allen in the light of suggestions made by the 
Political Sub-Committee at their meeting on November 13th. 
After discussing the document paragraph by paragraph, 
and considering amendments submitted by Lord Cecil, Miss 
Rathbone, Sir Archibald Sinclair and Professor Murray, 
it was

RESOLVED: (1) "That the manifesto be approved and adopted
in the following amended form:

. The League of Nations Union believes 
that the moment has come to call upon 
public opinion in Britain and in other 
nations to reaffirm in the clearest manner 
its fidelity to the principle of collective 
action as expressed in the League of Nations 
its determination to strengthen that League, 
and its wish that the League should be used 
without qualification for the sake of pro­
moting justice and protecting peace.

The tragic manner in which the Govern­
ment drew back from using the League to its 
fullest extent in the Abyssinian dispute 
has left behind a feeling of despair as to 
the power of the League which is in no way 
justified. The belief in collective 
security, then so rudely shaken, can and 
must be re-established. If it is once 
made clear, before a crisis, that an attack 
on any law-abiding member of the League 
will for certain be repelled by the united 
strength of the rest, it is as certain, as 
any system of defence can make it, that no 
attack will be launched. ’without some such 
assurance the fear of war will always be 
present, and while that fear persists it 
will be difficult to induce any nation to 
make any concession - however reasonable - 
which might weaken its own power of defence. 
Such a policy of joint defence to prevent 
aggression will make it easier for the 
nations to reach an agreement to limit and 
reduce their national armaments. That in 
its turn will make the system of collective 
security more reliable and effective.

The League of Nations Union is in no 
sense blind to the anxiety that now threatens 
the security of every nation. But having
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eemsieresevery other method of promoting peace 
and ensuring national safety, it remains more con­
vinced than ever that there is no alternative to 
the League available, which can offer any hope of 
success in the immediate present, when danger is 
becoming almost daily more threatening. It has 
therefore considered with all care wherein lies the 
present difficulty, and what immediate steps are 
necessary to strengthen the authority of the League, 
which is the only means left to our generation tn 
protect us from the horrors of war or to organise 
the world for peace.

It believes that experience has proved that no 
headway can any longer be made towards a new Peace 
Settlement for Europe by the procedure of diplomatic 
exchanges so long as they are directed to partial 
understandings, the solution of problems in isolation 
from each other, or the organisation of Security in 
separate regions and areas in - though retaining 
t-ae^evirii^r 1444^^ of-t-iu-feomb urc of the

■»-^1 'thj li.ro r~>r»Pt :hj strungth "gf 
“hemseee—---. Such a procedure can 
never be an adequate substitute for the collective 
system of the League Covenant.

The League of Nations Union is aware that no 
system for enforcing peace can succeed so long as the 
peace is felt in any quarter to be unjust, and no 
machinery set up to remedy that injustice.

It believes that the recent speeches of r. Eden 
snow that the Government is aware of the need for 
strengthening the League, and using it as an instrumer 
xor remedying grievances. It is most urgent that 
all British Ministers should show that they have the 
same purpose in mind.

Consequently the League of Nations Union calls 
upon the Government to take steps to put an end to 
the present obscurity which enshrouds foreign policy, 
and thereby hinders the reconstruction of the League, 
it believes that this obscurity is largely responsible 
for.the drift towards war.

The League of Nations Union begs the Government 
to lay before the League in the most explicit terms, 
not some final solution for all the problems that 
threaten peace, but its proposals for creating 
simultaneously a more effective machinery of collective 
resistance to aggression, and for the remedying of 
grievances, so that the membership of the League may 
De. made more complete.

It therefore; calls upon the Government;
(1) To state explicitly that this country will carry 

out unreservedly its obligations under the Covenant 
ior the prevention of war and collective resistance 
to any aggression. P.T.O.
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(2) i'o declare publicly that there is no subject 
concerned with international relationships, and no 
grievance, which any nation may wish to have dis­
cussed or explored, that Britain desires to withhold 
from the conference table.

(3) To cause an invitation to be sent to every 
nation, either through the League or in some other 
manner, requesting that their co-operation in 
setting up fact-finding Comissions, or other 
suitable machinery, to receive statements as to all 

'grievances or proposals relating to such problems 
ast access to raw materials; the opening of 
markets for trade; colonial questions; movements 
of population; and territorial readjustments.

(4) To welcome any co-oper_tion the United States 
overoment may feel able to-offer in the work of 

these Commissions.

The League of Nations Union believes that such 
an offer and such an initiative — precise and ex­
plicit in its terms — would enable a new Peace 
Settlement to be reached in which there will be no 
inequality of status between the nations and which 
will create a renewal of confidence between countries 
now having conflicting ambitions.

It believes that this procedure, by removing 
the obscurity which B€— surrounds the foreign policy 
of all countries, would lead either to the 
strengthening of a League of Nations with a great 
increase in its membership or to a clear knowledge as 
to which nation or nations ure unwilling to co- 
operate in establishing a regime of law, justice 
ana fair-dealing.

By such a procedure it will become possible to 
-XPedlte methods of organising security, protecting 
the new settlement and reducing armaments."

(Noter The final wording of certain passages in the 
manifesto was left to Lord Allen who settled 
it as above after the meeting.)

(2)Thut the manifesto be issued to the nation as well as 
, to the Union’s members.

(3) That an influential deputation (including repr-sent. 
tives of the Churches) be organised to wait upon the nr,me Minister and Foreign Secretary, if possible 
0qor2.the.middle of December, and to pr.ss upon their attention the procedure outlined in the manifesto.
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(4) That the public circulation of the mani­

festo coincide, if possible, with the 
deputation to H.M. Government.

(5) That a course of six weekly lectures be 
arranged in the Kingsway Hall, London, 
after'Christmas, dealing specifically with 
the principal intellectual oifficulties 
that are still expressed, even by some of 
the Union's own friends on the. subject of 
the League of Nations.

(6) That it be left to the Political sub­
committee to consider and recommend what 
parliamentary action shall be taken in 
regard to the manifesto.

326. aLHuiti’ mLL j^UxING. It was reported that the Chairman 
and Vice-Chairman had, as a matter of urgency, authorised 
the holding of a meeting, under the cuspices of the Union, 
in the Albert Hall on December 3rd in DEPLNCL OF FREEDOM 
AND PLaCL. The speakers would be Sir Walter Citrine 
(in the Chair), Lord Lytton, Mr. Winston Churchill, Lady 
Violet Bonham Carter and Mr. a.M. Wall. The purpose of 
the meeting was to advocate the principles set forth in 
the following memorandum, and at the same time to 
strengthen the Union by the enrolment of new members.

Defence of Freedom and Peace
Objects

To unite British citizens, irrespective of 
politics or creed,

In defence of Freedom, 
government and public law;

secured by democratic

In resistance to all efforts to diminish or 
destroy this Freedom by violence at home or attack 
from abroad; and

In support of our international duty to join 
with others in preserving peace and withstanding 
armed aggression.

Principles
The cause of ordered freedom is in danger.

Peace itself is in jeopardy. The foes of both are 
vocal, organised and strong. "Defence of Freedom 
and Pecco “ offers common ground to all who hold that
without peace freedom cannot be sure; and that with­
out freedom there can be no true peace.

The central mass of temperate, tolerant 
humanity must not be found feeble in action and 
leadership. Parliamentary governments of self­
ruling peoples need therefore to know they are 
upheld by the resolute will of citizens who cre 
ready to stand for the rights of man and for justice 
among the nations. F.1.0.
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he ideals enshrined in the League -ovenant 

and the Kellogg Pact grew out of man’s bitter need 
after uncountable sacrifice. - Those ideals alone 
stand between the world and nameless woe. Great 
Britain must be strong to bear her part in banning 
war from the life of nations, so that well-guarded 
peace may lighten the burden of the peoples and 
offer to states great and small just redress for 
proved wrong.

British leadership and action may yet save 
peace and civilisation. The aim of "Defence of 
Freedom and reace" is to prosper this work.

The cost of the meeting would be defrayed by the group 
who had prepared the above statement of principles, and 
its organisation would be undertaken by Mr. Richards 
(the organising secretary of the group) with the co­
operation of the Union’s officers.

Lord Lytton stated that before he agreed to address 
the meeting he wanted to be quite certain that the group 
were not seeking to establish a new nation-wide organisa­
tion, and he had therefore discussed the matter with Mr. 
Richards and with Mr. Winston Churchill. Lord Lytton 
had been assured that there was no intention of setting up 
any new organisation, and that immediately the Albert 
Hall meeting was over, the group, whose members were 
themselves already members of existing organisations, would 
discontinue their meetings. On this understanding, and 
provided the Union could find another speaker to take his 
place at a meeting he had promised to address in Blackpool 
on December 3rd, Lord Lytton had agreed to speak in the 
Albert Hall. It was

KLSOLVD. "That the action taken by the Chairman and 
Vice-Chairman be confirmed, and that the 
meeting be held in the Albert Hull on 
December 3rd under the auspices of the 
Union."

327. HUVIONANLIHLI.P.C. The Executive had before them 
a memorandum on the Union’s relation to the I.P.C. drafted
by Mr. Patrick, in accordance with Minute 319 and in con­
sultation with Major Buxton, Captain CaZalet, admiral 
Drury-Lowe, Mrs. Dugdale, Mr. Harold Nicolson and Mr. 
Gerald Palmer.

Lord Cecil stated that at the present moment, when 
the country was faced with a very serious national crisis, 
he did not want the seriousness of the position to be 
increased if it could be avoided, and he felt that a 
violent dispute in the Council of the Union might make a 
profound difference to national unity in face of the 
crisis. He was therefore prepared to recommend the with­
drawal of the motion now standing in the name of the 
Executive Committee and to substitute for it the following:
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The General Council of the League of Nations 
Union,

Approving of the four objects of the I.P.C. 
and believing that it would be best for it to 
pursue these objects without interfering with 
the work of the League of Nations Union or engaging 
its responsibility;

Decides that the League of Nations Union shall 
be represented on the National Committee of the 
i.P.C. on the same footing as other societies re­
presented thereon.

Lord Cecil added that, if the motion were carried in the 
above amended form, he was prepared to give an under­
taking, which he felt sure the National Committee of the 
I.P.C. would accept, that in any method of raising funds 
they would act ip^.-ceoo-rd’, as far as possible, with the 
authorities of the. Union and would only take such action 
as was considered least harmful to the Union.

after hearing Lord Cecil’s proposal, Dame Adelajde 
Livingstone asked leave to withdraw a memorandum (8. G. 8627) 
which she had submitted to the Executive containing pro­
posals for the relationship of the Union to the I.P.C.

Major Buxton, Sir Archibald Sinclair and Admiral 
Drury-Lowe welcomed Lord Cecil's proposal and expressed 
their thanks to him. Mr. Patrick stated that, Although 
he still had misgivings on the subject of the I.P.C., 
he did not wish to oppose Lord Cecil’s motion.

Captain Cazalet asked whether, under the proposed 
new arran ement, the sub-Commissions of the I.P.C. would 
have independent power to take action for which the Union
might be held responsible.

t n Lord Cecil stated that members of the national 
I.P.C. committee would not be bound by anything except 
with their own consent, and he expressed the hope that 
Dr. Garnett would be one of the Union's representatives 
on the National Committee.

Lord Lytton did not favour the new proposal. He 
reminded the Executive that all his efforts had been 
directed to preventing the creation of any new organis.- 
tion. He hoped the Committee would not assume that 
because opposition of one kind had been met, new opposi­
tion of another kind had not been created. ^pt .Pa 

•’■greed with-Lord Lytton..

Finally, after discussion, it was, on the motion of 
Lord Cecil seconded by Major Buxton, unanimously. nemne 
ConadclenQ

KUULVL•. "That the amended motion drafted by Lord Cecil 
and set out above be approved and adopted, and 
be included in the Final Agenda for the General 
Council in substitution for the motion approved 
by the Executive on October 22nd."
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MINUTES OF a ILETTNG OF THE BXtSlKIVL CcnaIrE HL.. 
MI 14 GROSVaNOR CRSCLT, s.. 1., ON THUUbDKY, DaCaB-E 

3kU, 1936, A.T 11 a-M.

PRESENT: Dr Gilbert Murray (In the Chair), Lord Allen, 
.3. Noel Baker, Michael Berkway, Mrs. Beale, 
id Violet Bonham Carter, Major Anthony Buxton, 
contain Cazalet, Lord Cecil, the Dean of 
Chichester, Miss J. Corcoran, Miss K.D. Courtney, 
Lord Dickinson, Admiral Drury-Lowe, Mrs.
Durdale, Miss PDilippa Fawcett, Miss Megan 
Lloyd EJce, Lady Gladstone, Sir John Harris, 
Sir-Arthur Haworth, Dr. Kimins, Lady Layton, 
Dame Adelaide Livingstone, Lord Lytton, Gerald 
Palmer, Mark Patrick, Miss Eleanor nathDone,, 
Sir Arenaoid Sinclair, Newell Smith, General 
Spears, H.S. Syrett, General Temperley, Major 

aright, together with the SecretaryLawrence

328.

329.

and the Deputy Secretary.
APOLOGIES on .asn6g were received from Mrs. Corbett 
Aenoy, Miss. Marjorie Graves, Lady Hall and James Macdonald.
brig-GENAaL SPEaas. The Chairman welcomed'Brig-General 
Spears who was attending the Executive Committee for the 
first time.

330. REPORTS OFCONIIIIEES

(a) Industrial Advisory .Coanittee. (Ur.Mills rsported), 
The Minutes of the Committee deted November 19oh, -73° 
were approved and adopted.

/These Minutes included (90) Chairman; (9D Minutes 
(92) New Factories Bill; (93) Conferences on the
.L.0.; (94) Constitution of Committee for 1937, 

(95) study of Comparative Legislation; ^®) 
proposed Deputation to Minister of Labour; ,20 ■' 
Conference.on “The Shorter Working Week ; (9°)

■ International Federation of-League of Nations 
Societies - Resolutions for Spring Meetings; 077 
Mr ciliinder’s Report: (10) Questions in parlia­
ment; (101) Industrial Affiliations; (102) 
Representation. o£ I..9: on the Overseas and 
Education Committee;- (103) ratification of Con­
ventions; (104) Visit of Mr. H.B. Butler-

(b) Christian Organisations Committee. (The Dean of a- 
Chichester reported) ' The Minutes o. the Cormittne - 
dated November 23rd, 193b, were-approved and adopted.

/These Minutes included (71) Minutes; (72) -. ..
International Peace Campaign; (73) Consideration 
of Resolution contained in Minute 021 । •030/
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(c) Committee. Subject to the following
decision on Minute 58, the Minutes of the Committee 
dated November 26th, 1936 were approved anddopted.

/These Minutes Included (56) Minutes; (57)

205,21 ^e®^"8. -oicatdond, Col)

CiNEvF8! inthe. Octoder number of EDAomYcuna an 
Dr. Murray r"nvemaerrsgmmzauaadsepaipdzeniqiterute

aSoSXi the Abyssinian delegation from the ABsemo1y was,entirely misleading, and he reported the acts aS he knew them. He thought that the p-g., impression p oduce a. , e public mind by thesgneral 
further stet>d°that besan.unforsunate one. Mr. Patrick 
sentence of the in his opinion, the second 
to objection^ sditortal Committee's minute was open

.. Lord Cecil thought that, having regard to te 
to bencoK!Hatonry“hanSt“bo 3678-5 -E.the Saon 
publications which it Issued" -1 ln the

practice Fxecutiveswereuremi nded sha.t 41 hud been the 
be Vetted' by a 87,11. the Union's pamphlets to 
I eX. - - email committee of three nrsons 

he 1’2 ra3-onoun2emona « “uU
and Mtr‘22s8P6,2,55a3106/02,%.32- c.dut-1 Editor

RE80LVED: "That the Editorial Committee be asked to 
consider the desirability of appointing A smaul.sud-Committee to whom all 010 
Puhlications would be submitted for approva before being issued."

"E2S2Shntttdi.ft‘saABEEor"s.Tbsaanut,)
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ZThese Minutes included (103) Minutes; (104)’ 
Financial Statement; (105) Budget for 1937; 
(106) Composition of Committee for 1937;
(107) Captain Thomas; (108) World Yonth Peace 
Congress Committee; (109) Funds for Library;
(110) Passing of Cheques for Payment.7

331. BRANCH RESOLUTIONS. The Executive received resolutions 
from the Hitchin, Rugby, county Hall (London) cnd Clacton 
Branches, as well as from the Executive Committee of the 
Welsh National Council and the Birmingham District Com­
mittee. It was

RESOLVED; (1) "That the Hitchin and Clacton Branches,
the Executive Committee of the Welsh 
National Council and the Birmingham 
District Committee, be thanked for their 
resolutions."

(2) "That the Rugby and County Hall (London) 
Branches be thanked for their resolutions 
and be informed of the action taken by 
the Executive in Minute 335 below."

332. MINUTES. Subject to the following decision on Minutes
322. end.327, the Minutes of the Committee dated November 19th, 1936, were confirmed as circulated.

Qn Minute 325 — kord Allenes Manifesto, it was

RESOLVED: "That this Minute be confirmed subject to
the following corrections being made: 

Page 5. 1st line. Substitute the word
’examined’ for the word 
'considered'.

Page 5. 2nd para., 7th line.. Insert a
full stop after the word 'Europe' 
and delete the remaining words 
in the sentence.

Page 6. 5th para., 2nd line.. Delete the 
word 'now'.

£n.Minute 327 - The Union and the I.p.c., it was 

RESOLVED: "That this Minute be confirmed subject to

the word 'consultation' being substituted 
for the Word 'accord' in the third 
Paragraph;

the words" 'On the contrary he much 
appreciated Lord Cecil's action' being 
inserted at the end of the fifth paragraph;
the words 'Captain Cazalet agreed with 
Lord Lytton' being deleted from the 
eighth paragraph; and P.T.0.
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the words ‘nemine contradicente ’ being 
substituted for the word ’unanimously1 
immediately preceding the resolution.

333 • j^liCaIIon of manifesto ^nd deputation to h.m, government 
The Executive discussed the publication of the' Manifesto 
and the deputation to. H.M. Government.

, , Miss.. Ra thbone : urged that a paragraph- should be in- 
.sorted in the mahifesto defining H.M. Goyernment’s

" 1'obligations under the' Covenant.- After. considerable 
discussion,, during which 'Lord ■ Cecil suggested that a small 
sub-Committee .should be appointed to prepare a statement 
for-the guidance of the deputation," explaining in as 
precise language as possible what,, in the Executive’s 
opinion, are the obligations-resting upon H.Ml Government 
under Articles 11..and 16 of the: Covenant, it was

.0 • RESLVLD: (1) "That the Manifesto, as amended in
Minute 332 above, be approved and adopted; 
and that a small, sub-Committee, consisting 
of Lord Allen, Lord Cecil, "Mr. Noel Baker 
and Dr. Murray. be .asked to prepare a state­
ment on the lines .suggested by Lord Cecil 
.for -the guidance of members of the deputa­
tion Whn presenting the manifesto to 
H.M. Government."

Lord Allen urged that the manifesto, when sent to the 
press, should be accompanied by a personal covering lotto 
to editors and leader writers. He hooed that the mani- 
testo would he issued not later than the middle of the 
following week. It was

KSOLVLD: (2) "That it de left to Lord Allen,' in con­
sultation with the Chairman and Secretary, 
to settle the date for publication of the 
Manifesto."

It was further

Fe8OLVaD: (3) That in view of the present constitutional 
crisis, H.M. Government be not immediately 
asked to receive a deputation from the 
Executive Committee."

334. WEBNAtional PEaCE campaign. The Secretary drew the 
attention of the Executive to an amendment submitted by 
tne.tondon Regional Federation to the Executive's motion 
mn.theLM.U. and the I.P.O. for the General Council meeting, regarding the question of a contribution to the 
-05*-* Dcino made out of the funds of the Union during 
stance Mr: Bhsker su1d that, in the present circum-
to t on v not expect the Lion 110 mAke a contribution 
SOonhez1.2aCa but he hoped thu.t they tight, be willing to 
byonmorssohemhe"nron! stamps could be purchased

At the suggestion of Mr. Syrett it was
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RESOLVED: “That the Finance Committee be asked, in 
consultation with Lord Cecil and Mr. Noel 
Baker, to consider and report on the amendment 
proposed by the London Regional Federation 
to the Executive's motion for the General 
Council."

SPAIN'. The Executive had before them two memoranda by 
Lord Cecil (S.G.8656) )and the Secretary (S.G.8648) con­
taining suggestions for action by the Executive, 
discussion it was

hfter

RESOLVED; (1) (A) 'The Executive Committee of the League 
of Nations Union urges

(1) That representatives of Germany and 
of the United States should be in- 
vited to take part in the delibera­
tions of the Council under Article 
11, and that the proceedings of the 
Council shall be held in public."

(2) That a Commission consisting of im­
partial and authoritative in­
dividuals should be appointed to 
enquire and report on the situation 
in Spain particularly with regard 
to the extent to which any and which 
countries have" furnished assistance 
to the Government or. to General 
Franco.

(3) The Commission should also report 
without delay whut, if anything, 
can be done to minimise the 
sufferings of the Spanish people, 
and to bring the fighting to an 
end, and to bring about a lasting 
settlement of the controversy.”

(B) "Having in view the recommendations of 
the British Members of Parliament now 
in Madrid,

The Executive Committee of the 
League of Nations Union urges His 
Majesty’s Government to propose to the 
Council of the League the appointment 
of a High Commissioner of the League
(a) to bring help to refugees;

(b) to endeavour to mitigate the 
sufferings of the civilian popula­
tion ;

(c) to consider the possibility of 
arranging for the safety of prisoners 
and if possible for their exchange."
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(2) "That the above resolution be communicated c
to H.M. Government and be circulated to 
the pre ss."

(Note. The final wording of paragraph (B) was left to 
Lord Cecil, Mr. Noel Buker and Sir Archibald 
Sinclair, who settltd it as above after the 
meeting.)

During the discussion on the above item, Dr. Murray 
had to leave the meeting and the Chair was taken 
by Lord Lytton.

336. XACAMCISS ON THL EXECUTIVE. The Committee were reminded 
that there were three vacancies now remaining on the 
executive, one of which was being reserved for a repre- 
sentative member of the British Legion. After several 
names had been suggested by the Secretary it was

RESOLVED: "That consideration of this matter be adjourned 
until the next meeting."

' 337 • D^-TES OF NEXT MEETINGS. It was

RESOLVED: "That, since the General Council is likely 
to be in session on December 17th, the 
next meeting of the Executive be held on 
-hursday, December 10th; that a further 
meeting be held on Friday, December 18th; 
and that thereafter the Committee adjourn 
until Thursday, January 14th, 1937."
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MINUIES OF A MEETING OF THE EXLCUIIVE COMIIIEL HELD AT 
1,, GROSVLNOK CKLSCENT, LONDON, S.N. 1., ON THURSDAY, 

DLCLIBER 10TH, 1936, AT 11 A.M.

Dr. Gilbert Murray (in the Chair), Lord allen. 
Sir Norman An_ell, Michael Burkway, Mrs. Beale, 
Lady Violet Bonham Carter, Major Anthony Buxton, 
Captain V.a. Cazalet, Lord Cecil, the Dean of 
Chichester, Miss K.D. Courtney, Lord Dickinson, 
Admiral Drury-Lowe, Mrs. Dugdale, Miss Philippa 
Fawcett, Miss Megan Lloyd George, Lady Gladstone, 
Lady Layton, Dame Adelaide Livingstone, Lord 
Lytton, James Macdonald, G. Ie M. Mander, 
Mark Patrick, Miss Eleanor Rathbone, Nowell 
Smith, General Spears, Professor W.oster, M.jor 
Lawrence Wright,together with the Secretary and 
the Deputy Secretary.

338. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Vyvyan Adams, 
Mrs. Corbett Ashby, P.J. Noel Baker, F.M. Burris, Lord 
Davies, Lady Hall, Sir Arthur Haworth, H.S. Syrett and 
General Temperley.

339. hEPORTo OF COMMITTEES.

(a) Administration Committee. (Miss Fawcett erported) 
Subject to the following decision on Minute 50 the 
Minutes of the Committee dated December 3rd, 1936, 
were approved and adlpted.

/These Minutes included (44) Minutes; (45) 
Branches, Corporate Members, etc.; (4o) 

embership; (47) House to House Canvass;
(40) Maintenance Fund; (49) Method of Dealing 
with Matters concerning the Staff; (50) Local 
Peace,Councils: (91) Composition of Committee Z (22) Youth Comnit ee; (33) Christmas Holidays//

On Minute 90 — Local Peace Councils, after discussion, 
during which copies of the agreement provisionally 
reached by Dr. Garnett and Mr. Gerald Bailey (D.S.2196) 
had been laid before members of the Executive, and 
attention had been drawn to the resolution adopted by 
the General Council at Bournemouth, it was
RESOLVED: (1) "That paragraph (a) of this Minute be 

adjourned for further consideration at 
the next meeting of the Executive,"

It was further

RESOLVED: (2) "That paragraph (b) be approved and 
adopted, subject to the following 
words being added to the resolution:

'but that the Branch may co-operate 
with the Leyton Peace Council in any 
activities which the Branch feels 
satisfied will increase public support 
for the League. ‘ pA
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(b) NationalYouthConmittee. The Executive Commiitee 
considered, as a matter of urgency, a Minute of the 

Youth Committee dated December th, concerning a 
letter which had been received from the spa nish 
Youth Committee, representing eighteen different Youth 
organisations, inviting members of the British Youth 
Comnmittee to attend a European Youth Conference on 

be held in Paris on December19 th

t 110 "ocolepdn,Sion of the Youth Com- 
Kittle that.hr. LereOcu and Nr. Guntlett 
or Cot should attend the Con- 
Turuoce as observers on behalf of the 
Committee be approved and adopted.H

•oinmittoe.......... . „ (Major-Lawrence Wright reported) 
ei.^cb to Une following decision .on Minute 121, the 
routes of the Committee dated December 7 th, 1936 
were approved and adopted.

Zhese Minutes included (112) Minutes; (113) 
Composition of Committee; (114) Appeal for 
^100,000; (115) International Peace or Coronation 
banquet and International Ban in 1937; (116) 
International Exhibition; (117) Ken 
Joint Committee; (116) Captain Fox;

(120) Office accommodation;
and Surrey
(119)
(121)L

R-SOLV-D: "That this Minute he
340. on Mi nut' --J--vvuu- following report and decision oominute 333:, the Minutes of the last meeting of the Comistee.daucd DuCeOcr 3rd, 1936 WdW conziragd 6 

--culuucG,

On. £_eul;llcatlaa_at Itanlfosto and Deputation 
.. n: the secrstary reported that advance 
hthi o. " aanJesto had been sent to all Branches
v- --c “.VO D- ^presented at the General Council as 
Wel1.a6.to co-opted members on Tuesday, December 8th, 
H- that, t. the request of Dr. Murray and Lord A.110N. 

the circulation of the Manifesto to the press had been 
deferred until the Executive Committee had had a further 
IPP ortunity of considering the dste for publication. * A-ter considerable discussion during which arguments 
Wers, and against the publication of the Manifesto in the immediate future, it was

F--OLV-D. (1) "That thu Manifesto be communicated 
immediatcly to tho Press for publication 
on Tuesday, December 15th, and that the 
-n--SUO De accompanied by personal 
letersfrom the Secrutary to the editors 

and leader writers requesting them not
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only to publish the Manifesto in full 
but also to give it editorial comment."

(2) "That the question of sending a deputation 
to H.M. Government be further considered 
at the next meeting of the Executive."

341.

342.

343.

HEPORI(NALB.RT_HLLIL.TIIG. Tle Secretary reported 
that some seven thousand people had attended the meeting 
in the Albert Hull on December 3rd and the gathering 
had been very successful. at the conclusion of the 
meeting Mr. Winston Churchill had expressed his willing­
ness to address one or two meetings of a similar nature 
in the provinces after Christmas, and this offer had been 
communicated to the Union’s district offices in Manchester, 
Glasgow and Leeds. Dr. Garnett reported that the West
of Scotland District Council were proposing to arrange 
a meeting for Mr. Churchill in St. Andrew’s Hall on 1st 
March, and that the Manchester Executive Committee would, 
in the course of a day or two, consider the question of 
holding a meeting in that city.

The Executive warmly congratulated Lady Violet Bonham 
Carter on her brilliant speech at the Albert Hull meeting, 
and expressed their regret that the speech had received 
such little publicity in the press. Ine Secretary 
reported that he had written privately to the Editor of 
THE TIMES on the subject and had sent him a further copy 
of the speech. It was suggested that Lady Violet’s 
address should be published in HEADWAY or be printed as a 
Union pamphlet, and it was

RESOLVED; "That the question of publishing Lady Violet 
Bonham Carter's speech be referred to the 
Editorial Committee."

VACANCIES ON COMMITTEE.. After considering recommendations 
from the Co-optations sub-Committee for filling the three 
vacancies at present remaining on the Executive, it was 
RESOLVED; "That one vacancy be reserved for a representa­

tive member of the British Legion; and th.t 
the following persons be invited in the order 
named below to fill the remaining two vacancies 
on the Executive:

Mr. Neville Dixey, 
The Earl of Stamford 
Sir John Power 
Lord Wakehurst 
Professor Brodetsky.

DECEMiAp MEETING ON GENEIAL COUNCIL. The Executive had 
before them the Pinal Agenda for the General Council's 
meeting to bu held on December 15th, 16th and, if necessary 
17th, in the Conway Hall. It was



RESOLVED: (1) "That the members named below be Invited 
to take charge of the following items in 
the Council's agenda and that the follow­
ing decisions be taken in regard to those 
items:

I. Welcome. Lord Cecil
II. Minutes. Dr. Murray

III. Roll Call. The Secretary.
IV.

1.Budget..for 1932. Mr. Syrett, Supported by Sir 
John Mann.

. R.HQuSsL.to House Canvass. Lord Lytton

3 .Method of Electing the Executive Committee.
Mr. Burris

Government and the League,. Lord Allen, to 
accept the amendment of the Nottinghamshire 
Federal Council, the first two amendments of 
the Kensington Branch, and the amendment of 
the Northamptonshire Federal Council.

5 .abqssinia and the League. Major Buxton: to 
support the motion of the Cambridge University 
Branch. •

o.The Reform of the League.

R-SOLVLD: (2) "That Dr. Murray be asked to draft 
an amendment to the last paragraph 
of the Executive's motion, bearing 
in mind the- amendment of the 
Manchester District Council; and 
that Mr. Noel Baker be asked to move 
the resolution in its amended form 
on behalf of the Executive and to 
oppose the amendment of the Montague 
Burton Branch."

7 .Regional Pacts.

RESOLVED: (3) “That Dr. Murray be asked to take 
charge of this motion and to pre­
pare an amendment for submission 
in the name of the Executive Com­
mittee."

8 .Daveippment of Collective Security. Lord Lytton: 
to move the Executive’s amendment.

9 .Collective Security and 'Peace Pledges'.

RESOLVED; (4) "That a sub-Committee, consisting of 
Lord Allen, Sir Norman Angell, Lord 
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Cecil, Lord Lytton, Dr. Murray and Miss 
Rathbone be askeu to consider the motion 
submitted by Miss Rathbone, together with 
the amendments of the Surrey Federation, 
Lord Allen of Hurtwood, the London 
Regional Federation, Cambridge University 
Branch, Fellowship Branch and the 
Southampton Branch, and to draft an amend­
ment for consideration by the Procedure 
Committee."

(5) "Ihau the General Council be recommended 
to discuss item No. 8 (Development of 
Collective Security) along with item 9 
(Collective Security and ’Peace Pledges')1'.

It was further
RESOLVED: (6) "That it be left to the Chairman to invite

members of the Executive to take charge of 
the remaining items on the Council's 
agenda."

344. H.EPOrd OF ROYjiL COMMISSION ON THE PRIVATE MaNU?--.CTURE QF 
aND TRaDING IN aHvIS. It was reported that the sub­
committee, appointed in Minute 317 of November 5th, had 
now prepared a draft pamphlet on the Report of the Royal 
Commission on Arms. The draft would be submitted to the 
Executive at its next meeting, but in the meantime the 
Royal Commission's report was the subject of a motion for 
discussion by the General Council. It was

RESOLVED: "That the sub-Committee’s draft pamphlet be
made available for members of the General 
Council with a note explaining that it has 
not yet been considered by the Executive."

345. SPaJN. Lord Oucil reported that on the previous day a 
number of distinguished foreigners had met at his house 
cod had discussed the Spanish situation. He read to the 
Executive a letter which he had written to H.M. Government 
after the meeting.

The Secretary read, to the Executive a letter from 
the International Federation stating that it was intended 
to communicate to the Council of the League the resolution 
adopted by the Representative Council of the Federation 
at its meeting in October. Resolutions from the Swiss 
Society and the French Society would also be transmitted to 
the Council. It was

RESOLVED: (1) "That the resolution adopted by the Execu­
tive Committee at its last meeting be also 
communicated to the Council of the League."

The Secretary further reported a resolution which 
had been adopted by the Manchester Executive Committee at 
its meeting on December 8th, and it was

P.T.O.
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ull elcome cn nettuko Co be represenl

346.

347 •

RESOLVED: (2) "That the Executive Committee of the 
Ranchester District Council be thanked 
for their resolution."

It was reported that many separate organisauions 
were issuing appeals for the purpose of giving medical 
or other help in relieving distress in Spain. But at 
present there existed no general appeal of a national 
and neutral character. To meet this need an organisation 
entitled "Gnneral Fund for Distressed Women and Children 
in Spain (non-political and non-denominational)" had been 
started under the patronage of the heads of all the 
Churches. Dr. Murray reported conversations which he 
and members of the Union’s secretariat had had with Mr. 
Wilfred Roberts, M.P., who had suggested that the Union 
should take the initiative in co-ordinating British 
efforts to relieve the sufferings of the Spanish people 
without waiting for the new organisation to get to work. 
After discussion it was

RESOLVED: (3) "That the Union Achould -bo reprysent-yd on 
the Council of the new 'General Fund'; 
should assist the Fund by mentioning it 
at public meetings, in HEADWAY and other­
wise ; and might act immediately on the 
Fund's behalf in order that the co­
ordination of relief work in Spain may 
not have to wait until the.massive machinery 
of the Fund has.all been cSSembleu and set 
in motion."

Miss.Rathbone suggested that the members of the 
Executive who are also Members of Parliament should take 
an early opportunity■of discussing'the situation in Spain 
with Members of the House of Commons who have recently 
returned from that country. It was also suggested that 
Mr. Wilfred Roberts should be invited to speak to the 
Executive Committee and perhaps also to the General Council 
on the subject.

JOINT MEETING OF ROTARY INTEi<NxCIONaL AND THE UNION. The 
Minutes of the Joint Meeting of Rotary International and 
the Union held on November 4th, 1936, were' received.

/These Minutes included (1) Minutes; (2),Arising 
out of Minutes ; (3-_Repor*S- (4). Inverat lona.
Labour Organisation; (5) Publlcity for League idea;

LLC SON COMMITTEE BETWEEN THE UNION AND .THE NEW CCMMON- 
WEaLTH. The Minutes of the first meeting of the Liaison 
Committee between the Union and the New Commonwealth held 
on December 2nd, 1936, were received.

/These Minutes included (1) Function of Liaison 
Committee; (2) Preliminary Discussions. '
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348. HERR VON OSSIEISKY. The Chairman drew the attention 
of the Executive to the letter from Lord Allen which 
was published in TH TIES that morning in regard to 
Herr von Ossietsky. Sir Norman Angell stated that 
he had informed the Nobel Peace Prize Committee of the 
strong feeling existing in this country that everything 
possible should be done to ensure that Herr Ossietsky 
received the Nobel Prize which had been awarded to him.
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MINUTES OF A iEEIING OF IHE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE HELD AT 
14, GROSVENOR CHES CENT, LONDON, S.W.l., ON FRIDhY, 

DECEMBER 18TH, 1936 AT 11 A.M.

PRESENT: Lord Lytton (in the Chair), Lord Allen, 
Mrs. Corbett Ashby, Lady Violet Bonham 
Carter, Miss Courtney, Captain Cazalet, 
Mrs. Dugdale, Miss Fawcett, Lady Gladstone, 
Lady Hall, Sir Arthur Haworth, Dr. Kimmins, 
Lady Layton, James Macdonald, Nowell Smith, 
Major-General A.C. Temperley, Major Lawrence 
Wright, together with the Secretary and the 
Deputy Secretary.

349.
Drury- Lowe

APOLOGIES Fuh ABSENCE were received from Michael Barkway, 
Mrs. Beale, F.M. Burris, Major Anthony Buxton, Neville 
Dixey,ame Adelaide Livingstone, Sir Archibald Sinclair, 
and General Spears.

350. REPORTS OF COi.MIT TEES
(a) National Youth Committee. (Miss Corcoran reported) 

With the exception of minute 88 (3) which was adopted 
by the Executive at its last meeting, and subject to 
the following decision on minute 87, the minutes of 
the Committee dated Decemrer 5th, 1936, were approved 
and adopted.

/These minutes included (85) Minutes; (8b) 
Registration of Groups; (87) Recruiting;
(88) Spain; (89) President and Vice-Presidents 
of Youth Groups; (90) Next meeting/7

On Minute 87 — Recruiting, it was
RESOLVED: "That this minute be received."

(b) Christian Organisations Committee. (Dr. Garnett 
reported). Subject U0 trie following decision on 
minute 76, the minutes of the Committee dated 
December 9th, 1936, were approved and adopted.

/These minutes included (75) Minutes; (76) 
Action on Resolution Contained in Minute 73, 
(77) International Conference - Bishop of 
Bristol's proposal, (78) Work of Christian 
Organisations Committee ih the provinces;
(79) Composition of Committee; (80) Geneva 
Cathedral .Service; (81) Call to Prayer; (82) 
Appeal to the Conscience of the World; (83) 
Quadrennial Conference of Students; (84) 
Collections for the Union at Armistice Services; 
(85) Resolutions; (86) Interview with Reverend 
W.B. Longhorst; (87) Applications for Corporate 
Membership; (88) Date of next meeting-7. P..O.
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On Minute 76 — Action on Resolution contained
in Minute 7^ it was
RESOWED: "That the resolution in paragraph (4) 

be approved and adopted, subject to the 
words 'invited to consider the desira­
bility of summoning' being substituted for 
the words 'asked to summon'.11

(C) Welcome Committee. (Lady Gladstone reported). Subject 
to the following decision on minute 14, the minutes 
of the Committee dated December 9 th, 1936, were 
approved and adopted.

/These minutes included (8) Minutes; (9) Secretary's 
Report; (10) Composition of Committee for 1937 5 
(11) Revision of Panel of Hostesses; (12) 'Welcome 
Committee Leaflet; (13) Communications from Lyceum 
Club; (14) New Herrlingen School; (15) Holiday 
Lectures on International Affairs for School Boys 
and Girls; (16) Westminster Branch Ball; (17) Day 
and Time of Future Meetings/.

On Minute 14 — New Herrlingen School, Mr. Macdonald 
suggested that not only the Kent, Sussex and Surrey 
Federations, as proposed by the Welcome Committee, but 
also other District Councils, particularly at Liver­
pool and Manchester, should be asked if any of the 
L.N.U. members in their districts would b willing to 
invite one or more foreign pupils from the School 
(Christian and Jewish children from Germany, Austria, 
Switzerland, Alsace and the J.S.A.) for the Easter 
holidays. It was also suggested that a letter 
from Lady Gladstone on the subject should be printed 
in HEADWAY. After discussion it was
RESOLVED: "That it be left to Lady Gladstone to 

take su«h action as she thinks right 
•in- this matter. *

(d) Industrial Advisory Committee, (Lady Hall reported) 
Subject to the following report on minute 107 and 109 
the minutes of the Committee dated December 10th, 1936, 
were approved and adopted.

/These minutes included: (106) Minutes; (107) Con­
stitution of Committee for 1937; (108) proposed 
Deputations; (109) Conference on "The Shorter 
Working Week"; (110) Mr. Gillinder's Report;
(111) L.N.U. Party to International Labour Con­
ference; (112) Date of Next Meeting/.

On Minute 107 — Constitution of Committee for 1937, 
Mr. Macdonald expressed his readiness to join the 
Industrial Advisory Committee.
On Minute 109 — Conference on "The Shorter Working 
Week", Lord Lytton regretted that absence abroad would 
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on February 16th, would prevent him from speaking 
at the Tea Reception at Bush House.

(e) Education Committee. (Dr. Kimins reported, as a 
matter of urgency, on minutes 153, 154, 164, 165 
and 166 of the meeting datec December 14th, 1930) 
Subject to the following decision on minute 153, 
these-minutes were approved and adopted.

/These minutes included: (153) National Conference 
of Teachers; (154) International Federation of 
League of Nations Societies; (164) Junior Branches; 
(165) Junior Sections; (166) Educational Cor­
porate Members/.

On Minute 15^ — 
it was

National Conference of Teachers,

RESOLVED: "That this minute be approved and adopted, 
subject to resolution (2) being amended 
to read as follows:

'That the Secretary be asked to make 
preliminary arrangements for the main 
Conference to be held either in London 
or in some South Coast uown and, in 
fixing the date of the Conference, to 
avoid the dates on which the Plenary 
Congress of the International Federa­
tion will be in session.''

351. MINUTES. Subject to the following decision and report 
on minutes 3+0, 342, and 345, the minutes of the last 
meeting dated December 10th were confirmed as circulated.

On Minute 340 - 3^3 - Publication of Manifesto and 
Deputation to H.M. Government, it was
RESOLVED: “That the Secretary be asked to ascertain 

when it would be convenient for H.M. 
Government to receive a deputation from 
the Executive Committee".

On Minute 342 — Vacancies on Committee, the Secretary 
reported that Mr. Neville Dixey had accepted the 
Executive's invitation to join the Committee as from 
January 1st. Dr. Garnett further reported a letter 
from Lord Stamford, stating that nothing wpuld give 
him greater pleasure than to serve on the Executive 
Committee at some future date, but that since hed 
had just been elected first Charter Mayor of Altrincham 
he was unable to accept the Committee's invitation at 
the present time. An invitation had accordingly Been 
sent to Sir John Power whose reply had not yet been 
received.
On Minute 34$ - Spain, after hearing reports from 
Captain Cazalet and from the Secretary it was
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THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS UNION AND PEACE COUNCILS.
Draft Agroement between Dr. Garnett

8 nd Mr. Gerald Bailey.

That the purposes of the L.N.U. include thatof, 
securing the wholehearted acceptance of the League 
of Nations by the British people. To this^end the 
Union's Branches have not only to enrol individual 
supporters of peace through th6 League but also to 
draw into the League of Nations movement, particu- 
1-ry through the system of corporate membership, 11 organisations hich. maxe1.28368 
through the League one of their objects,though not 
necessarily their primary object.
That the purpose of Local Peace Councils affiliated 
to the N p C is to co-ordinate peace activity on a 
basis other than strict support of the principles 
of the League of Nations.
That L..y. Branches should -pelcome the establish­
ment and the co-operation of Local Peace councils 
Well have been created for this Ru12066 ,,9 icn.8re affiliated to the National peace council and "nicn 
do not enrol individual members.
That L.N.U. Branches should maintain contact vith 
10- 00A1 Peace Councils and join with them in 

activities designed to increase quplisuucorkefor the League, but should not affiliate to Sun.-Cd- 
Peace Councils, and should not pay a fee to them 
but should pay for their share of activities under­
taken jointly by the Branch and the Council, and for 
goods received or services rendered.
That the National Peace Council will discourage the 
formation of Local Peace Councils in places there 
there does not exist a reasonable number of local bo!ies a!tl“ly interested in the peace question or 
where all peace activity is a!ready ,co-ordinatedgome whether by the local Branch of the L.N.U. or by some 
other means.
That the National Peace Council will discourage its 
affiliated Local Peace Councils from establishing anindividulmemberenp andintougsezinemoonsvead to recommend individual membership of the local 
Rranch of one or other of the lnalvlua- pede 
organisations, e.g., the League of Nations Union.

/Nothing in this agreement shall prevent the WipoiSe ®inc?ls.ha|tag availing list of 
individuals to whom information of.the activity of the Council and literature may be,senta,Pro- 
vided that in the opinion of the local Branch of the L.N.U? such a practice will not be pre- 
judicial to their own membersniP•

4

RESOLVED: "That, subject to the words 'would welcome 
an invitation to be represented on' being 
substituted for the words 'should be repre­
sented on' this minute be confirmed; but 
that no action other than giving publicity 
to the "General Fund" he taken until the 
Executive Committee, at its next meeting 
has received a full report on the con­
stitution and personnel of the General Fund 
for Distressed Women and Children in Spain 
and on the relief work now being undertaken 
by various other societies.

352. LOCao R^CE COUNCILS. The Executive further considered 
minute 50 of the Administration Committee dated December . 
3rd. After considerable discussion, during which Miss 
Courtney reported a communication she had received from 
lord Cecil on the subject, it was
RESOLVED: "That the Executive Committee notes the terms 

of the understanding provisionally reghced 
by Dr. Garnett and Mr. Gerald Bailey as a 
definition of the attitude of their respective 
organisations towards Local Peace Councils 
for the time being."

Lady Hall gave notice Nihat at the next meeting of the 
Executive she would ask for this matter to be further 
considered.

353 • GENERAL COUNCIL. The Executive had before them the 
text of the resolutions adopted by the General Council 
at its meeting on December 15th, 16th and 17th.

Lord Lytton read to the Executive a letter which 
he had received from Dr. Murray, concerning the Council’s 
resolution on Re-armament. Lr. Murray suggested that, 
in printing this resolution, the appropriate passage 
from Mr. Eden's recent speech at Leamington should appear 
as a footnote in order to show (1) the facts of the 
situation which the Union would otherwise be concealing, 
and (2) the effect that pressure from the Union has 
already had on H.M. Government. If the Executive simply 
published a resolution refusing to approve re-armament 
until the Government had given a pledge and did not 
mention the pledge that it had given, the Union would, 
in his opinion, be making a suggest! o falsi which would 
be hard to d efend.

Lord Lytton was asked to reply to Dr. Murray's letter 
stating that, the Executive Committee is of opinion that 
to print the resolution in the form suggested would not 
really serve tile purpose the Chairman had in mind.

Lord Allen thought that the resolution would do the 
Union incredible harm. To leave the issue where it was 
at the present moment would be to reduce the status ofth 
Union in the country to a hopeless position. He added 
that, had he not been obliged to leave the meeting of ne



Council before the motion was put to che vote, he 
would have submitted the following amendment for the
Council's consideration:

"This Council regrets that mistakes in policy have 
made an increase in national armaments necessary 
under presentcircumstances. It calls the Govern­
ment's attention to the fact that the success of 
recruiting, and the public endorsement of their 
armaments programme, depend upon the extent to 
which the Government makes it unmistakably clear 
that their policy is one of collective security 
and international disarmament."

Lady Layton, after stating her reasons for supportin 
-5 Youth Committee's amendment to the Executive Com­

mittee's motion, said that she would have been ready to 
support Lord Allen's amendment if it had been put to the 
Council. Miss Corcoran thought that the Youth Com­
mittee's representatives would also have accepted it.

T After further discussion it was, on the motion of Lord Allen,

RESOLVED: (1) "That a small sub-committcu of the Executive 
be appointed to consult with representative 
of the Youth Groups, and any other groups 
that may be relevant, on the subject of 
re-armament in consequence of the reso­
lution passed at the General Council's 
meeting. "

It was further

RESOLVED: (2) "That the resolutions on World Affairs, 
adopted by the General Council, including 
the resolution on re-armament, be immedi­
ately communicates to H.M. Government."

In reply to a question from the General Editor, it was 
agreed that the resolution on re-armament, Uogetner with 
certain other resolutions adopted by the Council, should 
be printed in the January HEnDWAY.

It was suggested that in printing the Council's 
resolutions in HEADWAY a note should be added where 
a decision V."S recorded after a count had been taken.

Lady hayton expressed regret that at the final 
session of the Council neither trie President of the Union, 
the Chairman nor the Vice-nairman of the Executive 
Committee, had been present to take the Chair. She 
congratulated Mr. Macdonald on the excellent manner in 
which he had carried out the duties of Chairman in very 
difficult circumstances.

Lord Lytton apologised for his own absence but 
explained that he had had no information that Lord Cecil 
and Dr. Murray would be absent.
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Lady Hall expressed the opinion that the proceedings 
of the General Council might have been more smoothly 
conducted if more use had been made of the machinery of th 
Procedure Committee. She suggested thut the functions 
and duties of the Procedure Committee should be re­
defined in detail for use at future meetings of the 
Council, and added that the Procedure Committee proposed 
to submit a report with this end in view. It Was
HEBOLVED: (3) "IhuU che report of the Procedure Committee, 

when it is available, be referred for
consideration by the Regions Committee.

354. INERNATIONAL_PEACLChIPAIGN. Lady Gladstone stated that 
a Committee of the Women's Advisory Council would be 
meeting later in the day to discuss the relationship of the 
Women's Advisory Council to the I.P.O. In view of the 
General Council's resolution she asked for guidance from 
the Executive Committee on the question whether the 
Women's Advisory Council should be regarded as the co­
ordinating body for women's organisations in carrying 
out the work of the I.P.O. After discussion it was

ISOLVED:

might hi 
Council

(2) "That when a particular form of activity
.. of the I.P.O. has received the approval

of the Executive Committee, the ^omen's 
Advisory Council of the Union should co­
ordinate the efforts of women's organisa­
tions in carrying out such activity."

356. DR. J. LIMBURG. It was

RESOLVED: "That the Secretary be asked, on behalf of the 
Union, to send a telegram of congratulation 
to Dr. Limburg, an e-President of the Inter­
national Federation of League of Nations 
Societies, on the occasion of his seventieth 
birthday."

356.I viLMORIaL 10 lHL LATE M, aRISTIDE BRIaND. The Secretary 
reported that a fund was being organised in Paris on an 
international basis for an official monument to the late 
M. Aristide Briand. Dr. Garnett reminded the Committee 
of the action that was taken by the Union in regard to the 
memorial to the late M. Albert Tuomas, and it was
RESOLVED: ."That contributions to the Priand Memorial 

Fund be invited in HEADWAY and in a note 
to be sent for general publication in the 
pre s s."

I .. -r------ --  . ________ ____ _______________
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357. G-L-LACEUG.ES. The Secret..ry stated that he under- 

stood that five Germans, who had helped Sir Geoffrey 
Knox in his work in the Su-r, were now living in 
Switzerland in distressing conditions. It was 
R-SOLV-D: "That the Refugees sub-Committee he

asked to consider this matter and to 
take such action as they see fit."
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DENTIAL LEAGUE OF NATIONS UNION I 11.1.37.
MINUTES OF AN EXIRAORDINARY MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE
COMVIIIEE HELE AT 14, GROSVENOR CRESCENT, S.W. 1., ON 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 7 TH, 1937 AT 3 P.M.

PRESENT: Dr. Gilbert Murray (in the Chair), Lord Allen, 
Mrs. Corbett Ashby, Lord Cecil, the Dean of 
Chichester, Miss K.D. Courtney, Miss Philippa 
Fawcett, Lady Hall, Lord Lytton, Jarres 
Macdonald, G. Ie M. Mander, Gerald Palmer, 
Miss Eleanor Rathbone, Nowell Smith together 
with the Secretary and the Deputy Secretary.

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Mrs. Beale, 
Lady Violet Bonham Carter, F.M. Burris, Admiral Drury- 
Lowe, Miss M. Lloyd George, Lady Gladstone, Sir John 
Harris, Arthur Henderson, Dame Adelaide Livingstone, 
Sir Archibald Sinclair, General Spears, General Temperley 
and Miss Corcoran.

2. MINUTES. Subject to the following decision and report 
on Minutes 351 (340), (342) and 354, the Minutes of 
the last meeting of the Committee dated December 18th, 
1936 were confirmed as circulated.

On Minute \51 - ^40 - Publication of Manifesto and 
Deputation to H.M. Government, the Secretary reported 
that he had written to Mr. Eden on D.cember 21st, but 
that owing to the Foreign Secretary’s absence from 
London it had not yet been found possible to fix a 
date for the Executive’s deputation.

On, Minute 342 - V:.cancies on Committee. the Secretary 
reported that Sir John Power, who was leaving shortly 
for South. Africa, was unableKto accept the invitation 
to rejoin the Executive Committee, arid that Lord 
Wakchurst's appointment as Governor of New South Wales 
would make it impossible for him to accept the Execu­
tive's invit tion. . The Committce were reminded that, 
although Sir Arthur Salter had been unable, owing to 
his lecture engagements at Oxford last term, to join 
the Executive when an invitation was sent to him lust 
June, he might now find it possible to accept member­
ship. It: was

RESOLVED: "That Sir Arthur Salter.be invited to fill 
the remaining vacancy on the Executive Com­
mittee; and that, if he is unable to 
accept, an invit:tion be sent to Professor 
Brodetsky."

On Minute 354 — International Peace campaign. it was

RESOLVED: "That, subject to the approval of Lady 
Gladstone,- this Minute be confirmed as 
circulated."
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RE-ARMAMENT. Dr. Murray, Lord Cecil, Lord Lytton and 
the Secretary reported the circumstances in which letters 
had been sent to Branch Secretaries and to the officers 
and co-opted members of the Council summoning an 
Emergency meeting of the General Council for Tuesday, 
February 2nd to reconsider the Union’s policy in regard 
to re-armamant and recruiting.

The Chairman reminded the Executive of the assurances 
contained in the Prime Minister's New Year Message to the 
Primrose League and the Foreign Secretary's recent speech 
at Leamington, that British arms would never be used for 
any purpose inconsistent with the Covenant. He thought 
that what was needed at the moment was a clear statement 
of policy by the Executive, prepared in consultation with 
representatives of Manchester and the Youth Groups, 
rather than a correction of the General Council's resolu­
tion.

Lord Cecil agreed with the Chairman and expressed 
the opinion that, partly owing to the circumstances in 
which the General Council's resolution had been drafted, 
it did not provide such a statement of policy on the 
subject of re-urmamont as the Executive Committee should 
be content to assume responsibility for. What was

• wanted was' not to make one particular view of the policy 
triumph over another, but to endeavour to obtain general 
agreement. among all the members of the Council on the 
--hions-ttitude-in regard to re-armament. He therefore 
hoped, that the sub -Commit tee, appointed by the Executive
• its last..meeting, would be asked to draw up a reasoned 

statement of policy for consideration by the Executive.
. .Mr. Gerald Palmer urged -that 'the proposed statement 

01 policy wnen adopted by the Executive- should be as 
widely circulated and receive as much publicity as the 
res.olut.lon adopted by.the General Council.

after considerable discussion' It wasi
RESOLVLD:. (1) "That the sub-Commi ttee , appointed by the 

Executive at its last-meeting, be asked to 
prepare for consideration by-theExecutive 
a draft statement of policy in regard to 
re-armament;

- a '■ Thut the following persons be invited to 
serve on the sub-Committee: Lord Allen, 

• ■ -Mr. Leonard Behrens (or another representa­
tive of Manchester), Lord Cecil, Miss 
Courtney, Miss Corcoran, Mr. Crousdell 
(or another representative of the B.U.L.N.S.), 
Mr. Raymond Guntlctt, Lord Lytton, Mr.

.■Macdonald, Mr* Manner, Dr. Murray end Mr.
• Gerald .'Palmer, together with the Secretary;



259 260
That the sub-Committee be asked to hold 
its first meeting at 3 p.'m. on Thursday, 
January 14th; and that Lord Allen be 
invited to prepare a draft statement for 
consideration by the sub-Committee at 
that meeting.0

(2)"That a letter be sent to the Secretaries 
of the Union’s Branches, stating that 
since the whole question of re-armament 
and recruiting is now being considered 
afresh by the Executive Committee, the 
emergency meeting of the General Council 
called for February 2nd will not take 
place."

4. SPAIN.

(a) .Relief Work. Miss Rathbone suggested that the Execu­
tive Committee should associate itself with the new Co­
ordinating Committee for Relief in Spain (of which the 
Duchess of Atholl is Chairman and three of the M.P.’s who 
recently visited Madrid are Honorary Secretaries) as well 
as with the 'General Fund for Distressed Women and 
Children in Spain'. The Executive were reminded that
an appeal on behalf of the 'General Fund' had been cir­
culated to the Union's Branches on December 21st; and 
that, in accordance with the Executive's request, a full 
report on th constitution and personnel of the 'General 
Bund and on the relief work now being undertaken by 
various other Societies would be circulated for considera­
tion at the next meeting. After discussion it was
RESOLVED: "That an appeal on.behalf of the new Co-ordinating 

Committee for Relief in Spain be also sent to 
the Union's Branches."

(D) Dvsunt Situation. The Executive considered the 
present situation in regard to the Spanish Civil War. 
-n.-.nhad before them recommendations contained in a motion 
which.was considered, but not adopted, by the General 
Council at its December meeting, together with a resolu­
tion adopted by a sub-Committee of. Leeds Branches.

Miss Rathbone suggested that the Executive should 
consider.the desirability of passing a resolution in 
favour of a blockade by Frunce und Britain of the Spanish CAAS+

Lord Cecil reminded the Committee of the enormous 
difficulties in the way of carrying out a blockade. In 
his opinion the most 'that could be done would be to gut the 
-rontlers Doth on the set coast and on land occupied by some kind of international garrison. This would be a 
tremendous task and he was extremely doubtful of its 
success if it were attempted. He thought.that the policy 
c-retdy.advoc-tedby the Executive of sending a League Commission to Spain wag the' right, one.

010



Mr. Mander and other members of the Committee 
that the method of dealing with the dispute should 
be transferred from the Non-Intervention Committee the League.

Oh
/~« urged °

now
to

Mr. Gerald Palmer hoped that the Executive would 
pass no resolution at the present time in view of +h‘ 
fact that the Non-Intervention Committee was still await­
ing replies from the German and Italian Governments. He 
personally was not fully convinced of the wisdom of 
referring the matter to the League Council at 
stage. the present

After further discussion it was

RESOLVED: (1) "The Executive Committee of the League of 
Nations Union,

Impressed by the imminent danger of 
war,re suiting from the present situation 
in Spain, and compelled to recognise the 
failure of the efforts of the existing 
Non-Intervention Committee;

. Urges H.M. Government to refer the 
whole situation to the League of Nations 
under Article XI at the'next meeting of 
the Council, and

Expresses its conviction that British 
PuD-lC opinion would support any ’wise and 
effectual action' organised by the League 
Powers with or without the co-operation of 
non-Members to prevent the entry into 
pain of arms, munitions and volunteers."

(Note. Thecctualtext of the above resolution was left to the Chairman who drafted it as 
above after the meeting.)

(2) "That noaction be taken cn the resolution 
of the Leeds Branches since the proposal
oandned.to one Heller Union has now been

(3) "Thotthecuthors of the motion which was 
considered, but not adopted, by the 
General Council be informed of the action 
-oyl “ the Executive in resolution (1)

PEACE WEEKS.— ..it....-• The Executive considered the following 
the T p nonsnadoptedhy ohe British National Commt08. the l.p.c. on December 14th, 1936- "00"

(1) Tht the representatives of the Co-operating 
SoC-tkes agree to urge their Societies to do their 
best to promote the success of Peace Weeks 
throughout the country.



(2) That a Peace Penny Collection form part of 
Peace Weeks where approved by the locality in 
which they take place,

Lord Cecil said that the object of the Peace Weeks would 
be primarily to support the four principles of the I.P.C. 
hut they might also advocate the Executive Committee's 
Manifesto or anything else consistent with the Covenant 
of the League and be used for promoting the membership 
of the Union. He hoped that the Executive Committee 
would urge Branches of the Union to take the initiative in 
organising Peace 'Weeks in their localities. After dis­
cussion it was

RESOLVED; (1) "That the proposal of the I.P.C. Committee 
to organise Peace Weeks throughout the 
country be approved and adopted; and that 
a letter be sent to the Secretaries of 
the Union's Branches as soon as possible 
informing them of this decision and asking 
them to take the initiative in the organisa 
tion of a Peace Week in their respective 
localities and, in any case, to do all they 
can to promote the success of the scheme."

(2) "That resolution (2) above regarding the 
proposed Peace Penny Collection be referred 
to the Finance Committee for consideration 
and report."

STaFF PARTY. The Chairman reminded the Executive that 
the Annual Staff Party would be held on the evening of 
Saturday, January l6th at the Conway Hull, Red Lion Square. 
The staff hoped that as many members of the Executive as 
possible would.attend the Party.



V c.13
I CONFIDENTIAL , lo. 1.3 7.1 - LEAGUE OF NATIONS UNION , J

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE HELD AT - 
14, GROSVENOR CRESCENT, LONDON, S.W. 1., ON THURSDAY, 

I JANUARY 14TH, 1937 AT 11 A.M.

PRESENT: Dr. Gilbert Murray (in the Chair), Lord Allen, 
Mrs. Corbett Ashby, Mrs. E.P. Beale, F.M. 
Burris, Major Anthony Buxton, the Dean of 
Chichester, Miss Judith Corcoran, Miss K,D. 
Courtney, Neville Dixey, Miss Philippa Fawcett, 
Lady Gladstone, Lady Hall, Sir John Harris, 
Sir Arthur Haworth, Dr. C.W. Kimmins, Lady 
Layton, Lord Lytton, G. Ie M. Mander, Miss 
Eleanor Rathbone, General Spears, General 
Temperley, Professor C.K. Webster, Major 
Lawrence Wright, together with the Secretary 
and Deputy Secretary.

7. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Vyvyan Adams, 
Lady Violet Bonham Carter, Lord Cecil, Admiral Drury-Lowe, 
Miss M. Lloyd George, Dame Adelaide Livingstone, James 
Macdonald, Hon. Harold Nicolson, Gerald Palmer, Sir 
Archibald Sinclair and H.S. Syrett.

8* MR. NEVILLE DIXEY. The Chairman welcomed Mr. Neville 
Dixey who was attending the Executive Committee for the 
first time.

9. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.

(a) Library Committee. (Dr. Kimmins reported) The 
n Minutes of the Committee dated December 14th, 193b,

were approved and adopted.

/These Minutes included (30) ..Minutes; (31) 
Matters Arising out of Minutes; (32) Book 
Li st;/

(to) Education Committee. Subject to the following 
decision on Minutes 159 and 161, and to the decision 
on Minute 153 recorded in the Executive's Minutes of 
December 18th, the Minutes of the Committee dated 
December 14th, 1936 were approved and adopted.

/'These Minutes included (150) Ninutes; (151) 
Lieut.-Colonel R.L. Hippisley; (152) Membership 
of the Committee; (153) National Conference of 
Teachers; (154) International Federation of 
League of Nations Societies; (155) British Uni­
versities League of Nations Society; (156) 
Armistice Day Message; (157) Report of the 
Junior Branches Sub-Committee; (158) Replies to 
the Junior Branch Questionnaire; (159) Magazine 
for Public and Secondary Schools; (160) Junior 
Branches in Scotland; (Ibl) Camps; (162) The 
Library (163) League Broadcasting; (164) Junior 
Branches; (165) Junior Sections; (166) Educa­
tional Corporate Members; (167) Re-appointment af 
Sub-Committees; (168) Meetings for Teachers and 
Schools./ D 0-"---
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On Minute 159 - Magazine for Public and Secondary 
Schools, it was

RESOLVLD: "Ihat this Minute be recommended to the
Editorial Committee for consideration and 
report.11

On Minute 161 — Camps, it was

RESOLVED: "That this Minute be referred to the Finance
Committee for consideration and report."

‘Holiday Lectures. Dr. Garnett drew the attention of 
the Executive tQ the great success of the course of 
holiday lectures which'the Education Committee had 
arranged for boys and girls between fifteen and nine­
teen years of age during the last three days.
Conference of Educational Associations. Dr. kimmins 
expressed the hope that the Union would publish in 
pamphlet form' the' address which Professor Brodetsky 
had delivered to the Union's session at the Conference 
of Educational Associations on the subject'of the 
LMPIRL AND THE LLaGUE OF NATIONS. It was

RESOLVED: "That-the' question of publishing Professor- U, u0--Yu yuU-llH8-OledSoI 
Brodetsky’s address be referred to the
Editorial Committee for consideration and 
report." . • -

10.- BRANCH RESOLUTIONS. The Executive Committeo received 
resolutions from the Eddington Branch, Marple, Mellor 
and Ludworth Branch, Withington Branch, Cambridge Town 
Branch, and the Cornwall District Council. It was

. RESOLVED:.. (1) “That the Cornwall District Council be
■; thanked for their resolution."

(2) "That the Executive Committee‘of the 
Marple,' Mllor and Ludworth Branch be 

. thanked for their resolution, and be 
reminded of the resolution adopted by the 
General Council at its Scarborough 
meeting and afterwards communicated to 
H.M. Government."

(3) “That th’Erdington Branch be thanked for 
their resolution and be reminded of the 
action taken by the Executive Committee at 
•its last meeting on January 7th."

(4) "That the Withington Branch be thanked, and 
be reminded of the resolution adopted by
the General Council at its meeting last' 
December."
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(5) "That the Executive Committee of the 
Cambridge Town Branch be thanked for their 
resolution; be reminded of the circum­
stances in which part of the Prime 
Minister's speech to the Canadian Pil­
grims was used for the Union’s Armistice 
Day Message; and be informed that it is 
hoped that next year's Message will be 
written specially for schoolboys and 
schoolgirls by General Smuts and that when 
Messages designed for boys and girls 
between sixteen and nineteen are unsuit­
able for younger children, a second 
Message may, as in some past years, be 
written for the latter."

11. MINUTES. Subject to the following decision and report on
Minute 2 (343) and (354) , the Minutes of the Committee 
dated January 7th, 1937 were confirmed as circulated.

On Minute 2 — ^42 — Vacancies on Committee, it was

RESOLVED: “That the words 'at the present moment' be 
inserted after the word ’unable' in the 
third line."

The Secretary reported that he had not yet received 
Sir Arthur Salter's reply to the Executive's invita­
tion to him.to join the Committee.
On Minute 2 — — International Peace Campaign. it
was on the motion of Lady Gladstone,

RESOLVED: That, subject to the deletion of paragraph 
(1), Minute 354 of the Committee dated 
December 18th, 1936 be confirmed."

12. BRITISH LEGION. The Secretary reported that on January 
11th he had talked with Major Fetherston-Godley and 
Colonel Heath, the Chairman and Secretary of the British 
Legion. Major Fetherston-Godley was prepared for a re­
presentative member of the British Legion to serve on the 
Executive Committee of the Union and suggested that the 
best person would, be Colonel Crosfield. Dr. Garnett had 
replied that Colonel Crosfield would be particularly 
welcome because he already had so many friends on the 
Executive and also .because of the help the Union would 
hope to get from him on its Overseas Committee and in the 
International Federation. Major Fetherston Godley had 
promised to speak, to Colonel Crosfield on the subject, and 
it was

RESOLVED: "That a cordial invitation to. serve on.the - 
Executive Committee be sent to Colonel Crosfield!

13 • DEPUTATION TO H.M, GOVERNMENT.- The Secretary reported 
that Mr. . Eden had consented: t o receive a deputation from 
the' Executive Committee at 12 noon on Friday, January 29th 

________ P.T.O. 
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in order to discuss the proposals contained in the 
Manifesto. Mr. Eden had suggested that “it would pro­
bably he convenient if the deputation could consist of 
a comparatively small number of persons".

The Committee were reminded that on some previous 
occasions when Members of H.M. Government had received 
small deputations from the Executive and had given them 
confidential information, the members of the deputation 
had experienced some embarrassment in making a private 
report of the proceedings to the next meeting of the 
Executive without revealing anything that had been told 
to them in confidence. It was

RESOLVED: (1) "That the Foreign Secretary be thanked for 
consenting to receive a deputation from 
the Executive on January 29th, and be 
asked to allow the deputation to include 
as many members of the Executive as are 
free to attend on that date."

The Executive were reminded that, at their meeting on 
December 3rd, they had appointed a small sub-Committee, 
consisting'of Lord Allen, Lord Cecil, Mr. Noel Baker and 
Dr. Murray to-prepare for the guidance of the deputation 
a statement explaining in as precise language as possible 
what, in the Executive’s opinion, are the obligations 
resting upon H.M. Government under Articles 11 and 16 of 
the Covenant. It was
RESOLVED: (2) "That since the small sub-Committee, 

appointed on December 3rd, had not yet met, 
the.decision to appoint it be rescinded; 
and that the Political Committe, at their 
meeting on Janu.ry 21st, be asked to pre­
pare a statement on the lines'suggested 
above for the guidance of the deputation."

The Dean of Chichester stated that, in reply to a 
communication which he had addressed to the Bishops, 
he had received several letters criticising the Execu­
tive's Manifesto. He read to the Committed the reply 
received from one of the Bishops.-

14. INTERNATIONAL DECLARATION QN COLLECTIVE SECURITY. The 
Executive Committee considered the recent statement on 
Collective Security which had been signed by leading 
members of the three political parties in Great Britain 
and by the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Murray and Lord 
Cecil,..as well as by prominent French statesmen and. 
others, nd which had received very wide publicity both 
in England and in France. After considerable discussion 
it was, on the motion of Miss Rathlone
RESOLVED: (1) "That the League of Nations Union approves 

and adopts the recent all-party Manifest* 
entitled SAVE THE LEAGUE - SAVE PEACE, mn- 
j?gfenoe-of Pg'.'.oo—and- Dcmoagaoy^ and proposes 
to secure for this Manifesto not millions of
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signatures but large numbers of representa­
tive signatures, e.g. from heads of politi-

Pq cal and non-political organisations, both
national and local, known names in litera­
ture, science, the Church, politics, etc., 
M.P’s, Mayors, Magistrates, ex-Civil 
servants, leaders in education, commerce 
and manufacture, and the like."

(2)."That this effort should include the writing 
of a letter from each large city over the 
signatures of representative persons (the 
Lord Mayor, the Bishop, the Chairman of the 
Free Church Council, the Vice-Chancellor 
of the University, the Chairman of the 
Chamber of Commerce, the Members of Parlia­
ment and the like) and from as many counties 
as possible to THE TIMES and other national 
newspapers as well as to their local press."

(3)"That the method of giving effect to these 
resolutions be referred to the Administra­
tion Committee for consideration and report; 
and that Miss Rathbone be invited to attend 
the meeting of the Administration Committee 
when this matter is under discussion."

(4)"That the National Committee of the I.P.C. 
be informed of the decisions recorded 
above and be invited to ask its other con­
stituent societies to co-operate with the 
Union in this matter."

15. PUBLIC ORDER BILL. The Secretary reported a communication 
from the County Hall (London) Branch drawing attention 
to Section 3 of the Public Order Bill under which they 
felt wide powers were given to the police for the diver­
sion and prohibition of processions and to section 6 under 
which it might be made extremely difficult or evenjmpossible 
to raise peace questions at public meetings. It was 
RESOLVED: "That the communication from the County Hall 

Branch be referred to the International Law 
Committee for consideration and report."

16. SPAIN.
(a) Relief Work. The Executive hud before them a report 
on Relief of Distress in Spain (S.G.8720) prepared in 
accordance with the Committee's request in Minute 35(345) 
of December 18th, 1936.

The Secretary reported a letter dated January 12th, 
1937> from the General Relief Fund for Distressed Women 
and Children, inviting the Executive to nominate a repre­
sentative to serve on their Committee. After the Execu­
tive had been reminded of their decision recorded in 
Minute 345 of December 10th, 1936, it was

------ ,—.......................................... ....................... ...................
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RESOLVED: (1) "That the invitation of the General Relief
Fund be accepted;

(2) "That the Union would welcome an invitation 
to be represented also on the National 
Joint Committee for Spanish Relief."

(b) Meeting of the League Council. The Secretary 
reported that the resolution adopted by the Executive at 
its last meeting had been immediately communicated to 
H.M. Government, and he read to the Committee the Foreign 
Secretary's reply of January 11th, 1937.

17. INTERNATIONAL PEACE CAMPAIGN. The Executive had before 
them the Minutes of the British National Committee of 
the I.P.C. dated December 14th, 1936.

/These Minutes included (151) Minutes of last Meeting; 
(152) Minutes of Executive Committee; (.153) Peace 
Weeks; (154) Conference on December 17th; (155) 
Finance; (156) International Committees; (157) 
Reservations on Four Points; (158) Meetings of 
National Committee./

It was
RESOLVED: (1) “That in the absence of a definite resolu­

tion of the Executive Committee approving 
and adopting a particular proposal by the 
I.P.C., the Executive be not bound by any 
decision recorded in the Minutes of the 
National Committee of the I.P.C."

It was further
RESOLVED: (2) "That any communications which the I.P.C.

may have to make to subordinate bodies of 
the Union (including sub-Committees or 
advisory committees of the Executive as well 
as the Branches and other local organisa­
tions) should not go direct but should be 
addressed to the Secretary of the Union for 
the Executive Committee in the first in­
stance."

(3) “That, subject to the decisions on para­
graphs (1) and (2) of Minute 153 recorded 
in Minute 5 of the last meeting of the 
Executive, and subject also to the proposal 
in paragraph (3) of Minute 153 for a peace 
Penny Collection being referred to the 
Finance Committee for consideration and 
report, the Minutes of the National Committee 
of the I.P.C. dated December 14th, 1936 be 
received.
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(b) Women‘s_Sub-Committee. Lady Gladstone reported on & 
the first meeting of the Women’s sub-Committee held on > 
December 18th, 1936. Jhe suggested that, since the
Women's advisory Council nonmally met only four times a 
year it would simplify procedure if the Minutes of the 
Women's sub-Conmittee could be sent direct to the Execu­
tive Committee for approval. after discussion it was

RESOLVED: (1) "That the Minutes of the Women's sub- 
Committee be approved and adopted, subject 
to the first line of the first resolution 
being amended to read 'That the ’Women's 
Advisory Council be invited to appoint a 
special sub-Committee'.

(2) "That the Women's Advisory Council be asked 
to make detailed proposals for considera­
tion by the Executive concerning the 
suggested organisation of a public meeting 
for women on the I.P.C."

(3) "That, subject to the approval of the 
Women's Advisory Council, the Minutes of 
the Women's sub-Committee be communicated 
direct to the Executive Committee.11

PRIVATE MaNUFaCTuRE 02 AND TRADING IN ARMS. The Executive 
had before them the draft pamphlet prepared by the sub­
committee containing a summary of, and observations upon, 
the Report of the Royal Commission on the Private Manu­
facture of and Trading in Arms. The Executive were 
reminded that the draft pamphlet had been set up in 
print in order that proof copies might be available for 
members of the General council at their December meeting.

General Temperley stated briefly the reasons for 
his reservations upon two points in the sub-Committee's 
report. After discussion it was
RESOLVED: (1) "That further consideration of the draft 

Report be adjourned until the next meeting 
of the Executive; and that, in the mean­
time, members of the Committee be asked to 
study the Report and to send to the 
Secretary in writing any amendments they 
may wish to suggest."

(2) "That a statement by General Temperley be 
included as an appendix to the draft Report."

19. SPRING MEETINGS OF THE INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION. Dr. 
Garnett stated that the International Federation would be 
holding their Spring meetings on February Sth and 7th. 
One of the questions which would be discussed on that occa­
sion would be the appointment of a successor to M.Ruyssen. 
Dr. Garnett reported a communication which, after con­
sultation with the Chairman of the Executive and with the 
Chairman of the Overseas.Committee, he had made to Senor 
de Madariaga in reply to a letter from him on this subject. 
After considerable discussion it was • -
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RESOLVED: "That the Overseas Committee, at their next 
meeting on January 19th, be asked to consider 
and make recommendations concerning the action 
to be taken by the Union's delegates at the 
meetings of the International Federation in 
regard to the appointment of a successor to 
M. Ruyssen."

Lady Gladstone- invited members of the Executive to send 
her as soon as possible any suggestions they might have 
to make on this subject for consideration by the Overseas 
Committee.

20. LOCAL PEaCE COUNCILS. On the motion of Lady Hall it was

RESOLVED: "That further consideration of this item be 
adjourned until the next meeting of the 
Executive."

21. INTERNATIONAL CU RRENC Y. The Executive considered the 
following resolution which was adopted by the General 
Council at its December meeting:

The General Council

Requests the Executive Committee to appoint 
a sub-Committee of economists to consider the 
desirability and possibility of introducing an 
international currency issued by the Bank of 
International Settlements against securities 
of national banks."

It was'

RESOLVED: "That the General Council's resolution be 
referred to the Economic Committee for 
consideration and report."
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pp. Dr Gilbert Murray (In the Chair), Mrs. Corbett ! 
PRESENT. AShbp.! N0ei Baker, Michael bargway,,

A M VBuFMis, Major Anthony Buxton, Lord Cecil, 
F; K D Courtney, Neville Dixey, Admiral 
Drury-Lowe, wk bgaleg Miss Philippa Fawcett, 
indv Gladstone, Lady Hall, Sir John Harris, 
-e C ? Kimmins, Lady Layton, James Macdonald, 
r ip M Ser, Gerald Palmer, Mark Patrick, 
Misseseanor Eindone, Sir Archibald Sinclair, 
General Spears, General- Temperley: Maotary 
Lawrence Wright, together with the secretary 
and the Deputy Secretary.

p, rr TPS FOR ABSENCE were received from Vyvy-n.Adams, s2r-NormnAng1l,Lady Violet Bonham Carter Miss M

Nicolson and Nowell Smith.
WORK OF COMMITTEES.
(a) Finance Cormittee. (Major Lawrence Wright reported^ 

The Minutes of the Committee dobed January ‘ ‘ 
were approved and.adopted.

Znese Minutes included (1) Minutes; (2) Compos 1-

■ 081)15)020-5* 07
e . : "883 1hz*Abg2t‘g-53c2-pa-g0;

. (9) Administration Cgmnittee; (10) Passing 01
_ oheques for Payment-/ ’ ...

/, ovorecis Committee. (Lady Gladstone reported)
BudGct‘to,tne 2ohignn5 reporsanmasdvorsnn Committee 

• : rS^Mh^Uy, 1931‘wef8pprova -nd -dopiso
/Ihese Minutes Included' (1) Minutes'; (2) Spring .
Meetings of the Federation, (3) oVarings.Begur ’(4) Relations between the I.P.C. and the Con 

of Nations Societies Abroad, (5) L.H.y. Con 
Pronce on the Shorter Working Week, W ttone 7 
of Next Meeting; (7) Dame Adelaide Livln0stoneV

on Minute 1- 30 - Report of the autumn Meetings of 

EaHththizsonlbederiifhhbe-tamnnzt,BBngaaraton 
to the matter, before undertaking to accept any invit 
tion which the International Federation might make t 

. him to become-one of its vice-presidents, pIn
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.QP. Minute 2 —Sj.rlngjteetlngg-.of the Federation. 4 1U was —— ----- ’

'RESOLVED: "That the Executive Committee earnestly 
hopes that Lady Cladstone Mil be able 
so.represent.the,Union at the forthcoming ' 
meetings or the International Federation; 
rut an 20, In the event of her being unable 
$0.0.02.1 oe lert to 6h Secretary to 
find another member of.the Executive to 
fake her place.", , i

MTNUTGS-,Sudject,tothe following report and decision on manute 6.11 ri’ 12, 14 and 16, the Minutes of the com- cSaSd Januery 14th, 1937 were confirmed as Cor- 
• uIC ed •

On Minute 11 (2) - Vacancies on Committeev ; ~ vacancitis on Committee, the 
Sneretary.reported.tha.t although Sir Arthur Salter, 

KTOmtimSI dsted January 15th, had accepted the 
written Vo’s.invitation to join the Committee, he had 
to lecture in on January 18 th stating that he had now 
raSll » was. way: y 

meetings. After discussion it was
RESOLVED: "That Sir Arthur Salter be urged to accept 

Ine ,ExecutiVe‘s invitation even though he will nou be able to attend the Committee's 
meetings until the present Oxford term is ended. •

ani^tterCrrom o ^rlllo^ Legion, the Secretary reported 
xhiater.from Colonel Crosrield dated January IBth, 

2xV121ning why,ne was to accept tne EXecutlve’s as was 100.10 Join the Committee, but adding that, if, £ likely, he was appointed Honorary Secretary of whoeconterno tlononscormistee °f Ei-serviceMen,he‘woula Un1o0e C10se.coneultation with the Secretary of the cnoon;ovaIn.reply toa request from Dr. Garnett, Colonel
- possibility of sX^the? “XsenSSve mSfcr^f the

EhEernos, Legion Lcceptig mamomrsHip’ote
On Minute 14security, miss RathbonetsoggdsDsdltnatjon.nn.collectiveminrsarstzon Committee would not be meeting until A
ooruary 4thand in view of-the urgency of the matter 

prepare 5ub-Committe. should be appointed at once to ’ 
ArParsvA.Plan.for obtaining representative signatures to the Manifesto. After discussion it was
RCSOLVED:"Thetitbeleft tothesscretary, ln con- 
; 3: c. Sultation with Miss Rathbone, Miss Courtney,-- Co ■ Mir: Burris and others, to take immediate
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action with a view to'giving effect to the 
proposal contained in Minute 14 (1) and (2) 
of the last meeting of the Executive, and to 
report to the next meeting of the Administra­
tion Committee.

On. Minute 16- Spain (a) Relief Work, Miss Rathbone 
stated that the National Joint Committee for Spanish 
Relief had not met since the last meeting of the 
Executive but that, after consulting the Honorary 
Secretary, she wished.orally to convey a cordial in­
vitation to the Executive to nominate a representative 
to serve on the Joint'Committee. It was

RESOLVED: "That Mr. L.M. Wynch be invited to represent
the Union on the General Relief Fund for 
Distressed Women, and children and on the
National Joint Committee for-Spanish Relief;
and that, if he, is unable to'accept, an 
invitation be sent to' Miss Fawcett."

25. INTERNATIONAL- PEaCE CAMPAIGN^ The Executive had before 
them a letter from General Spears (S.G.8737) con­
cerning the co-operation of the Union with the Inter­
national Peace Campaign, particularly in the organisation 
of Peace Weeks. In support of his letter General Spears 
reported recent correspondence he had had with Colonel 
Crosfield concerning the attitude of the British Legion 
towards the I.P.C. and with Colonel Crosfield's permission 
he read to the Executive an extract from his letter.

A memorandum by Lord Cecil in reply to General. 
Spears' criticism (3.G.8745) was also before the Executive.

Lady. Hall stated that, at Lord .Cecil's request, a 
questionnaire had.been sent to- certain organisations . 
represented on the I.P.C.' The replies which had so far 
been received Were completely satisfactory, and she 
offered to show these to. General. Spears. • ..

Mr. Noel Baker reported onhis recent visits to. ..'
• France, Belgium, Poland, Greece, Hungary and Austria, a nd 

.o0 the successful'work for peace which the I.P.C. was 
doing in those countries. '• '

26. ■ LOCAL PEaCE COUNCILS. The Executive Committee gave 
further consideration to the resolution adopted' at its 

; meeting on December 18th. noting "the terms of the under­
standing provisionally reached by- Dr. Garnett and Mr. 
Gerald Bailey as a definition of the attitude of their 
respective organisations towards Local'peace Councils, for 
the time being". It was

RESOLVED: "Thatthe resolution adopted by the Executive,
Committee in Minute 352 of December 18 th, 
1936 be re-affirmed."

•P.T.O.
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27. DEPUTATION TO H.M. GOVERNIvigNT. The Secretary read to the 
Committee a letter dated January 19th from Mr. Eden 
asking the Executive to postpone their deputation until 
12 noon on Friday, February 5th since the alteration in 
the date of the League Council made it unlikely that he 
would be back in London by January 29th. Mr. Eden had 
added that he had carefully and sympathetically thought 
over the question of numbers, but felt that it would be 
preferable for the deputation to be as small as possible 
and suggested that it should not consist of more than 
six members. He was sure it would be possible to arrange 
the manner in which informtion should be passed on to 
other members of the Executive.

After considerable discussion it was, on the motion 
of Mr. Macdonald seconded by Admiral Drury-Lowe, 
RESOLVED: "That the deputation to the Foreign Secretary 

should consist of not more than six persons; 
and that it be left to the Chairman to nominate 
the members of the deputation and to report 
to the Committee."

28. PRIVATE IuaNUFaCTURE OF aND TRADING IN ARMS. The Executive
resumed consideration of the draft pamphlet containing a 
summary of, and observations upon, the Report of the Royal 
Commission. The Committee also had before them reserva­
tions on the draft pamphlet by General Temperley (S .G.8734) 
and comments by General Spears (S.G.8736).

General Spears said that he would be content with 
any document to which General Temperley might agree after 
taking his (General Spears’) comments into consideration.

Sir Archibald Sinclair said that this was, not the 
occasion for reviving or re-affiming declarations of 
policy which relate to the private manufacture of arma­
ments but which differ from recommendations made by the 
Royal Commission. The Union would best serve the 
Objects it had in view if it would now concentrate its 
effort upon persuading the Government to carry.out all 
the recommendations of the Commission. He hoped that all 
the members of the Committee, including General Temperley, 
would agree to a report on these lines.

Lord Cecil suggested that, if the Executive could 
approve of some such paragraph as that included on page 12 
of the draft pamphlet, it might appear in the forefront 
of the pamphlet as the view of the Executive and be 
followed by the report of the sub-Committee.

After considerable discussion it was.

RESOLVED: "That the draft pamphlet be referred back
for further consideration by the sub-Committee 
in the light of the Executive’s discussion 
as well as of the reservations submitted
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by General Temperley and of the comments by 
General Spears, and in the hope of obtaining 
an agreed report on the lines suggested by 
Sir Archibald Sinclair."

Date OF NEXT MEETING. It was

RESOLVED: "That the next meeting of the Executive be 
held at 11 a.m. on Thursday, January -vth, 
1937."
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE HELD AT 
14 GROSVENOR CRESCENT, LONDON, S.W. 1., ON THURSDAY, 

JANUARY 28TH, 1937 AT 11 a.m.

PRESENT; Dr. Gilbert Murray (in the Chair), Mrs. Corbett 
Ashby, P.J. Noel Baker, Michael Barkway, 
Mrs. .P. Beale, Lady Violet Bonham Carter, 
F.M. Burris, Major Anthony Buxton, Captain 
V.a. Cazalet, Lord Cecil, the Dean of Chichester, 
Miss Judith Corcoran, Miss K.D. Courtney, 
Admiral Drury-Lowe, Mrs. Dugdale, Miss Philippa 
Fawcett, Lady Gladstone, Lady Hall, Sir John 
Harris, Dr. C.W. Kimmins, Lady Layton, G. Ie M, 
Mander, Gerald Palmer, Miss Eleanor Rathbone, 
Councillor H.F. Shaw, Sir Archibald Sinclair, 
General Spears, Major Lawrence Wright, together 
with the Secretary and the Deputy Secretary.

30. APOLOGIES FOR absence were received from Vyvyan Adams, 
Sir Norman Angell, Lord Davies, Miss M. Lloyd George, 
Miss Marjorie Graves, Sir Arthur Haworth, Dame Adelaide 
Livingstone, Lord Lytton, James Macdonald, Hon. Harold 
Nicolson, Nowell Smith, H.S. Syrett and General Temperley.

31. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.
(a) Refugees Committee. (Mrs. Dugdale reported) Subject 

to the following report and decision on Minute 7, the 
Minutes of the Committee dated January 19th, 1937 Were 
approved and adopted.

/nes Minutes included (1) Minutes; (2) British 
Ratification of the 1933 Convention; (3) Present 
State of the Refugee Problem; (4) Jewish organisa­
tions and the League’s Work for Refugees; (5) 
Proposed Liquidation of the Nansen Office; (6) 
Attitude of the Dominion Governments; (7) Women's 
Organisations; (8) German Officials of Former 
Saar Administration./

On Minute 7 — Women's Organisations, Lady Gladstone 
stated that she had informed the Women’s Advisory 
Council at their meeting on the previous day of the 
resolutions adopted by the Refugees Committee. The 
members of the. W.a.C. were extremely interested in 
the subject and were anxious to help in any Way they 
could. They would like to be furnished with a 
detailed statement of the Union's policy.

Dr. Murray suggested that the organisations re­
presented on the W.A.C. should be supplied with copies 
of the Survey of the present state of the refugee 
problem (S.G.8768) prepared by the Refugees Committee, 
together with certain of the Union’s earlier declara­
tions of policy on the subject.
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On Minute 8 - German Officials of Former.Saar 
Administration, it was
RESOLVZD: "That the- enquiries addressed to the Foreign 

Office he supplemented, by an attempt to 
find out from Sir Geoffrey Knox what he 

- 2 --------- f-- -heee fivethinks should now be done for these

Judge - Hanssen. - Mr. Eppstein reported..a letter from 
'Judge Hanssen, thanking the'Union for all that it nad 
done on behalf of Refugees and expressing a desire to 

. meet .the. Union's Committee 'in London .in the near 
future. . It was

' RESOLVED: "That-a cordial invitation be conveyed to 
.Judge Hanssen to meet. the members of the

. Refugees Comittee on.a date in the near 
future convenient to.himself."

(b) Christian Organisations 'Committee (Admiral Drury- 
Lowe reported). Subject to the following decision . 
on Minute 9, the Minutes of the Committee dated 
January 20th, 1937 were approved and adopted.

/These Minutes' included (1) Minutes ; (2) Appeal 
to the Conscience o'f the World; (3) Th Unjon s 
Manifesto; (4) Geneva cathedral Service; .2) 
Prayer for Peace; (6) Composition of-Committee;
(7) Resolutions; (8) Book Review in HEADWAY;
(9) Conference on .the Shorter 'Working WeeK, 

. Applications for Corporate MlembershiPi/
.On Minute 9 — Conference ,on the Shorter .Working Week, 
it was
RESOLVED. "That- this minute embodying Father O'Hea’s 

.' .' . suggestion be referred to. the industrial
, -advisory Committee for consideration and

. report." ;
. (c) Editorial Committee. (Dr. Murray reported) Subject ■ 

to the following report on Minutes i2. and 4, the 
Minutes of the Committee dated January 21st, 1937 were 
approved and adopted.. --

/Ehese Minutes included (2) Minutes; (3) Terminal 
Magazine-'for Public and Secondary Schools; (4) 
Reprint of Leaflets and Pamphlets; (2) NewS Sheet; 
(6) New Members of Committee./

On Minute 2 — Minute — 59.>.the: Executive expressed 
the hope that- -the new Youth Poster would be shown to 
them so soon as it was published. . - ;
On Minute 4 - Reprint of le'aflets. and./P^mphl-ets, Lord 
Cecil urged that a publication re-stating in-the light 
of present facs, the 'case-fop. the: League-was needed
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for adults as well as for young people. After 
discussion, during which the Committee were reminded 
of the pamphlet drafted by Sir Norman Angell on 
THE LEaGUE AND THE CRISIS and published by the Union 
in September last, it was

RESOLVED: "That the Editorial Committee be asked to 
consider the desirability of producing a 
further pamphlet on the lines suggested 
by Lord Cecil."

(d) Industrial advisory Committee. (Lady Hall reported) 
Subject to the following decision on Minute 4, the 
Minutes of the Committee dated January 21st, 1937 
were approved and adopted.

/These Minutes included (1) Minutes; (2) Welcome; 
(3) Constitution of Committee for 1937; (4) 
Conference on “The Shorter Working Week" ; (5) 
Deputation to Minister of Labour; (6) Ratifica­
tion of Conventions -- Report of Sub-Committee;
(7) Questions in Parliament; (8) L.N.U. party 
to International Labour Conference; (9) Mr. 
Gillinder's Report; (10) Industrial Affilia­
tions; (11) First World Youth Congress./

^.-llinute 4--- Conference on "The Shorter Working 
h.^.sk", after hearing statements by Lady Hall and Mr. 
Ie Prevost, and after discussion, during which the 
Committee were reminded that this was the first 
occasion on which a charge (2s.6d.) had been made 
for tickets for the Conference, it was
RESOLVED: "That paragraphs (1), (3) and (4) of this 

Minute be approved and adopted, and that 
paragraph (2) be received."

The hope was expressed that members of the Executive, 
in their speeches on Union platforms, would give 
more attention to the work of the I.L.O.

(e) Political Committee. Subject to the following deci­
sions, the Minutes of the Committee dated January 
21st, 1937 were approved and adopted.

/These Minutes included (1) Deputation to Foreign 
Secretary; (2) Special. Course of Lectures; (3) 
International Federation of League of Nations 
Societies./

On Minute 1 — Deputation to Foreign Secretary, af te r 
the attention of the Executive had been drawn to 
the Report of the League's Committee of Thirteen set 
up for the purpose of proposing measures to render 
the League Covenant more effective in the organisa­
tion of Collective Security, dated July 13th, 1935, 
it was
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(1) “That an endeavour be made to arrange 
a private luncheon in honour of Herr 
Sandler during his forthcoming visit 
to London, and also to arrange a 
meeting in the House of Commons which 
Herr Sandler should be invited to attend."

(2) Thtit be left to Lady Gladstone and 
0 2, "ome Committee, in consultation 
With Captoin Cazalet, to make arrange- 
mens for the luncheon."

see /n4 Lt l o /’ihruarij 4 tH)

RESOLVED: (1) "That a reference to the Report of the 
League's Committee be included in para­
graph (2) of the Statement for the 
Deputation; and that a sunmary of the 
Report be prepared and circulated to the 
Executive Committee for their information."

(2) "That a quotation from Mr. Eden's speech to 
the League's last assembly be inserted at 
the end of paragraph (1) of the statement 
for the Deputation."

Lady Layton expressed the hope that the deputation would 
deal explicitly with the question of consultation with 
other Powers in the matter of tariffs.

Major Buxton asked if the deputation would also deal 
with the recent trade agreement between the Northern 
countries.
On Minute 2 — Special Course of Lectures, a letter was 
read from Lord Allen, suggesting alternative titles for 
the proposed lectures. The Executive felt, however, 
that the titles should be kept as short as possible, and 
recommended no change.
On Minute - International Federation of League of 
Nations Societies, it was

RESOLVED: "That consideration of this Minute be adjourned 
until the next meeting."

32. E ESR SANDLER. The Executive were reminded that Hrr Sandler, 
the Swedish Foreign Minister, would be visiting. London in 
March, and it was _ ‘
-RESOLVED:A^rhat an endeavour-be.-mnd^. to-arrange a—lunche-en

■ ' &¥■■ dinner in'honour of Herr S-’.ndlor during his 
forthcopyng visit to, London..."

33. • BRANCH-RESOLUTIONS. The Executive received resolutions 
from the East Ham Branch, the Highgate Branch Committee 
and the Essex Federal Council Committee. In connection 
with the resolution from East Ham the .Executive were

- reminded of the decision t-ken by the General Council at 
Bournemouth in 1934 that "allresolutions, except such 
as are cleurly within the terms of the declared policy 
of the Union, intended for submission to any of H.M.

■Ministers, shall first be subnitted tothe Executive Com-
- mittee of the Union", and it was ; •

RESOLVED: (1) "That the resolution of the East Ham Brunch
• ■ '- be received."

(2) "That the Highgate Branch be thanked, and 
be reminded of the Manifesto which was 
adopted -by the Executive Committee on 
December 3rd and, which a deputation from

< - • the Executive is to discuss with the Foreign
Secretary on February 5th."
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(3) “That the Essex Federal Council be thanked 
and be reminded that the Executive Com­
mittee, through a .sub-Committee, is now 
engaged in drafting a statement on re­
armament for submission to- the General 
Council in June."

34. MINUTES. Subject to the following report and decision 
on Minute 2 and 27, the Minutes of the Committee dated 
January 21st, 1937 were confirmed as circulated.

On Minute 2 — Spring Meetings of the International 
Federation, the Executive were glad to learn that 
Lady Gladstone would attend the forthcoming meetings 
of the Federation.
On Minute 27 - Deputation to H.M, Government, the 
Chairman reported that, in accordance with the Execu­
tive's request, he had nominated the members of the 
deputation as follows: Lord Cecil, Lord Allen, Miss 

e Courtney, Mr. Burris, General Temperley, and himself.
The Secretary read to the Executive a letter from 
General Temperley explaining why he was unable to join 
the deputation, and it was
RESOLVED: "That Major Lawrence Wright be invited to 

serve on the deputation in place of General 
Temperley."

35. INTERNATIONAL PEaCE CAMPAIGN. The Minutes of the British 
National Committee of the I.P.C. dated January 19th, 1937 
were received.

The Executive had before them copies of a letter 
signed by certain Vice-Presidents of the Union in Scotland 
and published in the GLASGOW HERALD and THE SCOTSMAN on 
January 22nd. In reply to a question from General Spears, 
Lord Cecil said that he and Dr. Murray, in their personal 
capacities, were proposing to answer the letter through 
the press.

Lord Cecil stated that he understood that the question 
of the relationship of the International Federation of 
League of Nations Societies to the I.P.C. would be dis­
cussed by the Federation at its forthcoming meeting. He 
hoped that the Federation would resolve to work in close 
co-operation with the I.P.C. fh; wa, iMr)Od bu t"eruens & khu effuk w-e gu Co Eh ak“galks •) cl l(hioh, 

36. FETING OF LEAGUE COUNCIL.
(a) Alexandretta. It was

RESOLVED: "That the Chairman be asked to write to
Mr. Eden, congratulating him on his success 
in achieving a settlement of the dispute 
between France and Turkey in regard to 
Alexandretta."

P.T.O.
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(b) Danzig. The Executive discussed the situation in 
regard to Danzig. General Spears reported on a meeting 
of Conservative Members of Parliament which had been 
addressed by Herr Kunstler, a prominent international 
lawyer, in the House of Commons on the previous evening. 
Herr Kunstler had stated that, if nothing were done to 
protect those citizens of Danzig who had been loyal to 
the constitution of Danzig for which the League was 
responsible, the lives of at least two thousand people 
would be in grave danger. Herr Kunstler urged that as 
much publicity as possible should be given to the situa­
tion in order to show that the people of Great Britain 
were taking an interest in the matter. A resolution 
adopted by the meeting in the House of Commons had been 
forwarded to Lord Cranborne, and General Spears intended 
to ask a question on the subject in the House early next 
week.

Mr. Noel Baker suggested that the best action to take 
was to insist by every possible means inside the House 
of Commons and elsewhere that the guarantees of the con­
stitution in protection of minorities would in fact be 
upheld in future.

Sir Archibald Sinclair suggested, as a means of 
providing publicity, that members of the Conservative 
Party might give a lunc.h to Herr Kunstler at which the 
press should be invited to be present.

The Chairman suggested that, in the light of the 
reply given to General Spears' question in the House of 
Commons, the Executive should further consider the mat Ger 

, at their next meeting with a view to its being discussed 
when the deputation waits upon the Foreign Secretary on 
February 5th.

37• . PROCEDURE COMMITTEE. It was

RESOLVED: "That consideration of the proposals from the 
Procedure Committee (S.G.8747) be adjourned 
until the next meeting.11



FIDENIIAL LEAGUE OF NATIONS UNION c.13 
8.2.37.

MINUTES OF A VE.
■ 14:

... ’ING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE HELD AT 
GROSVLNOI CRESCENT, LONDON, S.W. 1., ON THURSDAY.

FEBRUARY 4TH, 1937 AT 11 A.M.
PRESENT: Lord Cecil (In the Chair), Lord Allen, Mrs. 

Beale, Lady Violet Bonham Carter, F.M. Burris, 
Major Anthony Buxton, Captain v.a. Cazalet, 
Miss Judith Corcoran, Miss K.D. Courtney, 
Neville Dixey, Admiral Drury-Lowe, Mrs. Dugdale, 
Miss Philippa Fawcett, Lady Gladstone, Sir 
John Harris, Arthur Henderson, Dr. C.W. Kimmins, 
James Macdonald, G. le K. Mander, Gerald Palmer, 
Mark Patrick, Nowell Smith, General Spears, 
H.S. Syrett, General Temperley, Professor 
Webster, Major Lawrence Wright together with 
the Secretary and the Deputy Secretary.

38 . Al’iXCGi^S FOR ABSENCE were received from Sir Norman Angell, 
Mrs. Corbett Ashby, P.J. Noel Baker, Michael Barkway, 
Miss.Marjorie. Graves, Sir Arthur Haworth, Lady Layton, 
Dame Adelaide Livingstone, Miss M. Lloyd George, Dr.

. Gilbert Murray, the Hon. Harold Nicolson, Miss Eleanor 
Rathbone and Sir Archibald Sinclair.

39 i REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.

(a) Youth Committee. (Miss Corcoran reported) The 
Minutes of the Committee dated January 16th, 1937 
were approved and adopted.

/These Minutes included (91) Minutes; (92) 
Registration of Groups; _(93) Rearmament Com­
mittee; (94) B.U.L.N.S.,

(b) Women's Advisory Council . (Lady Gladstone reported) 
>uDJect tO the following decision on Minutes 627 and 
630, the Minutes of the Council dated January 27th, 
1937 Were approved and adopted.

/These Minutes included (623) Minutes; (624) 
Report of the Sub-Committee; (625) Composition 
of Council for 1937; (626) Reports of Repre- 
SentetiVes; (627) International Peace Campaign; 
(82b) Spain; (629) Russian Refugees in Manchuria; 
(630) Applications for Corporate Associateship; 
(631) Dates of Future Meetings,/

On Minute 627 - International Peace Campaign, it was 
RESOLVED: "That this Minute be approved and adopted, 

subject to paragraph (b) of the resolution 
being amended to read as follows:

.'That, by way of exception to the 
practice of the Union, the Minutes 
of this sub-Committee be communicated 
for information to the National
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■ I.P .C. Committee at the next meeting of 

■ that Committee, even though they may not 
have been considered by the Women's

, . -advisory Council or by the Executive Com-
' mittee of the Union.'

. QO‘lnW._61Q__=__Applicatlons for Corporate Associate- 
ship,- the • Executive were disturbed to learn that 
despite the efforts made by the Cnairman and Secretary 
of the; Women’s Advisory Council, twelve Women's 
Institutes had failed to renew their Corporate 
Associateship with the Union.

. Itwas reported that Lady Denman, the President 
of the Federation of Women's Institutes, and other 
leading members, were to meet Lord Cecil, Dr. Murray, 
Lord Lytton and Lady Gladstone in the- near future in 
order to discuss the co-operation of Women's Institutes 
in the work of the Union.

Lord Cecil suggested that this matter might be 
discussed by the Conference of Branch Secretaries and 
workers which would be held in connection with the 
next meeting of the General Council in June. It was 
further suggested that enquiries might be made of the 
union s Regional Representatives on the subject of 
woen s Institutes and their co-operation with the

4°. PANCH.ROSOLUTIONS. The Executive received resolutions 
from the Hertfordshire District Council, the Richmond 
n-cneh and the Executive Committee of the Shropshire District Council. It was

RESOLVED: 'That the Hertfordshire District Council, 
the Richmond Branch, and the Executive 
Committee of the Shropshire District 
Council be thanked for their resolutions.”

41. ? Subject to the following decision on Minutes 
3 !’TV,’ 322,32 and 36, the Minutes of the Committee
dated January 28th, 1937 were confirmed as circulated.

~ 4 ~ Sprint of Leaflets and 
Pamphlets, Lord Cecil expressed his willingness to 
prepare a draft pamphlet re-stating, in the light 
of present facts, the case for the League.
Qn Minute ^2 — Herr Sandler. it was

RESOLVED: "That this Minute be confirmed subject to 
the resolution being amended to read:
(1) That,an endeavour be made to arrange 

a private luncheon in honour of Herr 
Sandler during his forthcoming visit 
to London, and also to arrange a 
meeting in the House of Commons which 
Herr Sandler should be invited to attend."
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(2) "That it be left to Lady Gladstone and 
the Welcome Committee, in consultation 
with Captain Cazalet, to make arrange­
ments for the luncheon."

On Minute 31 (e) — 1 — Deputation to Foreign 
Secretary, General Temperley, who had been prevented 
by illness from attending the last meeting of the 
Executive when the Statement for the Deputation was 
under discussion, drew attention to the last paragraph 
of the Statement which he thought went a long way 
beyond the normal interpretation of the Covenant, in 
that it committed the Union to press.for an under­
taking that Great Britain would join with other members 
of the League in resisting aggression on any country 
in Europe by military action if necessary.

Lord Cecil reminded the Committee that an obliga­
tion rested upon each Member State to do whatever it 
thought necessary in order to stop aggression. If 
it honestly thought that economic sanctions would be 
sufficient and military sanctions were not required 
then it was under no obligation to apply military 
sanctions. But the moment it was of opinion that, in 
order to czrry out its obligation of protecting the 
victim, something more than economic sanctions was 
necessary, then it was not entitled to refuse military 
aid.

General Temperley thought that if the present 
British Government or any other Government publicly 
placed that interpretation upon Article 16, public 
opinion generally would have a great shock. .

Mr. Mander expressed the hope that the deputation 
to the Foreign Secretary would feel able to support 
the interpretation of the obligations of Article 16 
which Lord Cecil had given.

Lord Cecil placed before the Executive a note 
(S.G.8775) summarising a statement which he proposed 
to make to the Foreign Secretary in the course of the 
deputation regarding the action which he would like to 
see taken by H.M. Government in the event of Germany 
and Italy sending an organised force into Spain.

Lord Allen expressed the hope that the deputa­
tion's discussion with Mr. Eden would not deal ex­
clusively with the prevention of aggression and inter­
vention by force. - He reminded the Committee that the 
manifesto which the deputation was to present to Mr. 
Eden was originally based on the question of arriving 
at a settlement for Europe and setting up machinery for 
removing grievances.

In the absence of Dr. Murray Lord Cecil said that 
he would lead the deputation; Lord Allen would speak 
after him; and the other members of the deputation 
would then add whatever they thought was desirable. It 
was . _ • P.T.0.



RESOLVED: "That in the absence of Dr. Murray Professor 
C.K. Webster be asked to join the deputation."

On Minute 3 6 (b) - Danzig, after Mr. Geoffrey Mander had 
stated that Herr Kunstler's name should not be mentioned 
publicly, it was agreed not to take any action on the 
proposal made in paragraph (3) of this Minute. But 
the Executive Committee hoped it might be possible for 
the deputation to Mr. Eden to draw attention to the 
subject and a letter by the Chairman to Mr. Eden of 
January 28th, expressing the hope that the Foreign 
Secretary would deal with the situation in Danzig when 
speaking to the Deputation was quoted.
On Minute 35 — International Peace Campaign, it was
RESOLVED: "That this Minute be confirmed subject to the 

following Sentence being added to the last 
paragraph:

'This was approved by the Executive and 
instructions to that effect were given 
to the delegates of the Union."'

Mr. Syrett druw attention to the appeal which had appeared 
in the press that morning for funds for the I.P.C., and 
he congratulated Lord Cecil on having obtained a large 
donation from the Nobel Association. Mr. Syrett 
suggested that it might avoid confusion in the public 
mind if Lord Cecil and the officers responsible for 
appeals on behalf of the I.P.C. would be good enough to 
consult the Union's Appeals officers or the Finance 
Committee before issuing appeals for the I.P.C. In view 
of the serious position,of the finances of the Union last 
year he was somewhat apprehensive with regard to the 
budget at the present time unless- the situation was 
clarified.

Lord Cecil promised to do his utmost to meet Mr. 
Syrett's views. He thought that if he and Mr. Syrett 
discussed the matter together they would find some way 
of overcoming the difficulties of the present situation 
He emphasied the necessity of goodwill on both sides.

2. PREPARATION FOR ;^D OPERATION OF ECONOMIC aND MILITARY
SANCTIONS. The Executive considered the following resolu­
tion proposed by Mr. Mander:

"That a Committee be appointed to consider the most 
effective practical steps that can be taken inter­
nationally for the preparation and putting into 
operation of sanctions both economic and military 
against an aggressor., and to what extent prior con­
sultation is desirable."

It was

RESOLVED: "That the proposal contained in the above resolu­
tion be referred to the Political Committee for
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consideration and report; and that Mr. 
Mander be Invited to join the Political 
Committee for this purpose."

43. PROCEDURE COMMITTEE. The Executive had before them 
proposals concerning thr duties of the Procedure Com­
mittee (8.G.0747) . In the absence of Lady Hall it was 

RESOLVED: "That consideration of these proposals be 
adjourned until Lady Hall is present at 
the Executive Committee."

44. SPAIN. Captain Cazalet reported on his recent visit to 
Spain, and stated that his investigations had led him to 
believe that the statements appearing in the press con­
cerning the number of German and Italian troops in Spain 
Were grossly exaggerated. He also said that publicity 
for the arguments and propaganda on General Franco’s side 
had been far from adequate or efficient, and he referred 
particularly to a broadcast by General Franco during the 
last week of which very little notice had been taken by 
the British press, apart from the DAILY MALL. He drew 
attention to the facts and arguments stated by him in his 
letter appearing in the TIMES that morning.

45. SPRING MEETINGS OF THE INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION. The 
Executive considered (adjourned) Minute 3 of the Political 
Committee dated January 21st, 1937. It was
RESOLVED: (1) "That the recommendations of the Political 

Committee be approved and adopted."
The Executive also had before them a resolution on 

Programme of Work for League of Nations Societies which 
had been included in the agenda for the forthcoming 
meetings of the Federation. It was

RESOLVED: (2) "That the resolution in its existing form 
be not supported by the Union's delegates."

Dr. Garnett reminded the Executive that the Union, 
as well S the International Federation, had for a long 
time past supported the League of Nutions in proposing a 
reform of the Calendar. Two alternative methods had been 
Suggested under the first of which the year would consist 
of four equal quarters, while the second would divide the 
year into thirteen equal months. The League had not 
yet decided between the two alternative plans, but had 
submitted them for study. Dr. Murray, with whom the 
Secretary had discussed the matter, hoped that the Executive 
would interpret the recommendutions contained in Minute 
2(2) of the Overseas Committee dated January 19th,1937, 
approved by the Executive on January 21st, 1937, as main­
taining this decision and not as binding the Union's dele­
gates to favour the equal quarters rather than the equcl 
months. It was
RESOLVED: (3) "That the recommendation of the Overseas Com­

mittee and the action of the Executive Com­
mittee thereon be so interpreted."
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE HELD AT 
14, GROSVENOR CRESCENT, LONDON, S.W. 1., ON THURSDAY, 

FEBRUARY 18th, 1937 AT 11 h.M.
PRESENT: Lord Cecil (in the Chair), Lord Allen, Mrs. 

Corbett Ashby, Michael Barkway, L.dy Violet 
Bonham Carter, F.M. Burris, Major Anthony 
Buxton, Captain V.a. Cazalet, the Dean of 
Chichester, Miss Judith Corcoran, Mrs. Dugdale, 
Miss Philippa Fawcett, Miss Megan Lloyd George, 
Lady Gladstone, Lady Hall, Sir John Harris, Sir 
Arthur,Haworth, Arthur Henderson, Dr. C.W. 
Kimmins, JJumes Macdonald, G. Ie M. Mander, 
Gerald Palmer, Councillor H.F. Shaw, Sir 
Archibald Sinclair, Nowell Smith, General 
Spears, H.S. Syrett, Professor Webster, Major 
Lawrence Wright together with the Secretary and 
Deputy Secretary.

46. APOLOGIES FOR rulSJNCE were received from Vyvjan Adams, 
Sir Norman Angell, Mrs. E.P. Beale, Miss Courtney, Neville 
Dixey, Admiral Drury-Lowe, Miss M. Graves, Lady Layton, 
Dame Adelaide Livingstone, Hon. Harold Nicolson, Miss 
Eleanor Rathbone and General Temperley.

47 • LORD LYTTON. The Committee were deeply grieved to learn 
of the death of Lord Lytton’s grand-daughter, and it was 
RESOLVED: "That the Chairman be asked to convey to Lord 

Lytton an expression of the Committee's profound 
sympathy."

48. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES:

(a) Administration (Lady Gladstone reported) Subject to 
the following decision on Minutes 11 and 12, the 
Minutes of the Committee dated February 4th, 1937 were 
approved and adopted..

/These Minutes. Included (1) Minutes; (2) 
Declaration - "Save the League: Save Peace"; 
(3) Maintenance Fund; (4) Headway; (;) 
Branches, Corporate Members, etc.; (b) Member­
ship; (7) House to House Canvass; (8) peace

. Weeks; (9) National Peace Congress; (10)
Youth Committe; (11) Eighteenth annual Meeting 
of the General Council; (12) B.B.C.; (13) 
Sub-Committee for Staff Matters; (14) Staff.

On Minute 11 - Eighteenth annual Meeting of the 
General, Council, Mr. Macdonald proposed that, in 
view of the urgent necessity of creating widespread 
interest in the work of the League and of the Union, 
the annual meetings of the. Council should, in future, 
be held in the larger centres of population. Lady 
Gladstone suggested that Mr. Macdonald's proposals 
should be considered at the next meeting of the 
-dminiStratton Committee.
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On Minute 12 — B,B.C., Mr. Burkway stated that some 
two years ago the B.B.C. had changed its motto from 
"Nation shall speak peace unto nation" to 
"Quaecunque" . The new motto was not inserted on 
the front cover of THE RADIO TIMES at that ime 
since it was thought better to wait untt] L- begin­
ning of the present year when new printers were to 
be employed and the whole lay-out of the jotunah 
was to be changed. After discussion it was, on 
the motion of Lord Cecil,

RESOLVED: "That enquiries be made of Sir John 
Reith concerning the reason for the 
change in the B.B.C's motto, and that 
he be asked whether there is any possi­
bility of the earlier motto being sub­
stituted for that at present in use."

(b) Office Committee. (Major Lawrence Wright reported) 
The Minutes of the Committee dated February 4th, 
1937 were approved and adopted.

/These Minutes included (1) Designation of 
Committee; (2) Mr. Claxton Turner; (3) Mrs. 
Downer; (4) Mr. Beaumont; (5) Mr. Archer; 
(6) Mr. le Prevost; (7) Library Staff;

(c) National Youth Committee. (Miss Corcoran reported) 
Subject to the following decision on Minutes 5, 6 and 
8, the Minutes of the Committee dated February 6th, 
1937 were approved and adopted.

/These Minutes included (1) Minutes; (2) 
Composition of the Committee; (3) Registra­
tion of Groups; (4) Youth Groups Public.tions; 
(2) Youth; (6) B.U.L.N.S. Speaking fours;
(7) Holidays and Camps; (8) B.Y.P.A./

On Minutes 5 and L-Youth Groups Publications and 
YOUTH, it was ~

RESOLVED; "That these Minute’s be referred to the 
Editorial Committee for consideration 
and report.’1.

On Minute 7 — Holidays and Camps, the Secretary 
suggested that it might be well if, in the list of 
tours to be organised by the Youth Groups, .including 
a tour to the U.S.S.R., mention could also be made 
of the tour to the U.S.A, now being planned by the 
Union's Travel section.

On Minute 8 - B.Y.P.a. it was

RESOLVED: "That consideration of this Minute be
• adjourned."
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(d) Library_Committee. (Dr, Kimmins reported) Subject 

to the following decision on Minute 4, the Mlinutes 
of the Conmittee dated February 8 th, 1937 were 
approved and adopted.

ZThese Minutes included (1) Captain Khems;
(2) Minutes; (3) Composition of Comniii ‘ 
for 1937; (4) Report on the Work of tho 
Library during 1936; (5) Resignation ot Miss
Lawrence: Appointment of an Assistant i,o the 
Librarian; (6) Education Committee 1 s pesolU- 
tion of December 14th, 1930 concerning 
Curtailment of Certain Library Services; (7) Book List./ ‘l‘

On. Minute 4 — Report of the 'Work of the Library 
during 1916, it was

RESOLVED: "That this Minute be referred to the Finance 
Committee for consideration and report."

(e) Educatjon.Committee. (Dr. Kimmins reported) Subject 
to the following decision on Minutes 5 and 10, the 
minutes of the Committee dated February 8tb, 1937 
were approved and adopted.

ZThese Minutes included (1) Minutes; (2) Death 
of Mr. John Russell; (3) Miss Jay; (4) Member- 
snip of the Committee; (5) Meetings for Teachers 
and Schools; (6) British Universities League of 
Mations Socicty; (7) Report ©f the Junior Branches 
SuD-Committec; (8) Letter to the Junior Branches; 
9) Record of Service Curd, Class A for World

Knowledge; (10) Pictorial Material; (11) Christmas 
HonidY Lectures; (12) National Conference of 
-eochersi (13) International Federation of League of Nitions Societies: Report of Spring Meetings; 
(14) New Eduction Fellowship; (15) YoungTehchers Conference (Geneva); (16) Easter School;(17) Empire Day, (18) National Union of Women 
-c-chersi (19) Report of the Youth Committee;
e-) •unior Branches; (21) Educational Corporate 

Members; (22) Ecole Internationale de G.leve.7
(On Minute 5 _
(On Minute 10 - .Meetings for Teachers and Schools, 

-Pictorial Material, it was
RESOLVED: That these Minutes be referred to the 

Editorial Committee for consideration 
and report."

Mr. M.cdoncla asked whether somathing 
ror. could .not De done with & View to retaining the 
interest of junior members of the Union after they 
► US?*1;- Dr. Kimmins sid that this matter would 
• urner discussed by the Education Committee.



(f) gln.ance_Commit.tee. (Major Lawrence Wright reported) 
suDJect to the following decision on Minutes 5 6 
and 10, the Minutes of the Committee dated February 
15n, 1937 were approved and adopted.

/These Minutes Included (1) Minutes; (2) F nincin1 
Statement; (3) Membership Subscriptions0
Mr. Hawkey's Report; (5) Films; (o) uni on Ad
I.P.C. Appeals; (7) Northamptonshire; /8
Camps; (9) Staff; (10) British Youth PlGe 
Assembly; (11) London Beglonal Federation; (12)
Passing of Cheques for Payment./

On Minute J - Films, Mujor Wright reported that the 
Union could, at a cost of £100, purchase a duplicate negative of the — on —- -u-
be possible for
as many further 
distribution.

proposed Geneva film. it would then 
the Union to make from the negative 
copies of the film as it required for 
it was

RESOLVED: "That the expenditure of £100 on a duplicate 
negative of the new Geneva film be approved 1

^n Minute 6 - Union and I.P.O, Appeals. in reply to 
A guestion Lord Cecil stated that, although an appoint­
ment hud been made for him to see Mr. Bevin on the 
oilowing morning, the appointment had been postponed.

~ Rr1t1 Youth Peace Assembly. after 
$tatgents.hadbeen made by Mrs. Dugdale, Dr. Garnett and Miss Glazebrook it was

RESOLVED: (1) “That this Minute be approved and 
adopted."

(2) That the Office Committee be asked to 
consider the whole question of accommo- 
cation for the Union's staff and to 
recommend, for consideration by the 
Finance Committee, what, if any, 
measures it considers necessary."

M from the Edgbaston and Hampstead Branches. It was
LVED: (1) That the Executive Committee of the Welsh 

National Council be thanked for their 
resolutions."

(2) That the Edgbaston Branch Committee be 
thanked for their resolution and be reminded 
that, following upon the decision taken by 
the General Council last December, the 
Executive Committee, in consultation with 
the New Commonwealth Society, will submit 
to the. next meeting of the Council in June a 
further recommendation for the substitution 
for national air forces of an International 
Air Police.Force



(3) 'That the Humpstead Branch he thanked and 
be reminded of the resolutions opted 
by the executive committee on December 
3rd and January 7n, wich were immediate' 
ly communicated to A.. Government,"

MINUTs. Subject to the following decision on wntte 42 
the Minutes of the last meeting dated February 410, 1934’ 
were confirmed as circulated. 1937

On Minute 42 — arationforand_Opertj on orAconomicendMilitarys-n ctions, Mr. iandersaid that, 
on.reflection, he did not feel that the Political Com’ mittee WaS the right body to consider the technical problem contained in the motion he submitted to the 
should^tins.or.the Sucunive. He suggested that it 
arid it wasrstorrud instead to the Services Committee

IESOLVED: That this Minute be confirmed subject to the 
ords. Services Committee" being substituted 

for the words "Political Committee" in the 
resolution."

Hu‘s .»=S
invitation to ur.salter had accepted the Executive's 
oMntapion 10 the Committee and hoped to attend the

Committee's meetings when his lectures were over.

myColone1 Crosfield had suggested the name of Colonel
2

maanospngt"oninrzzuami.-negzms
It was end 11 the Committee’s meetings regularly.

RESOLVED: (1) "That.an invitation be sent to Colonel 
"nsford to join the Executive committe

Mr. Mark Patrick he.d written to Dr Murr- v -
Enerusingaynasrutane,tht he hidHtely pdunManding it 
SicuzivrelHisih
joined the n5Famorts indeorrnesrev,ent ne ha recently soresign his ^r^S»C^lv^



Lord Cecil said that the Committee would feel Mr. 
Patrick's loss keenly. He had been a most valuable 
member of the Committee, always willing to do his utmost 
to help forward the work in which the Executive engaged 
and yet was ready to express his own point of view on 
the subject. It was
RESOLVED; (2) "That Captain Cazalet be asked to sou

Mr. Patrick and to urge him most : rot by 
to withdraw his resignation from tho 
Executive; but that, if Mr. Patrick is 
unwilling to do so, the Co-optations Com­
mittee be asked to consider and make 
recommendations for filling the vacancy."

Captain Cazalet suggested that if another vacancy occurred 
on the Executive the Co-optations Committee saoudcon- 
sider thc_nome of Sir Ronald Storrs. It was prpoccd 
that Sir ronald Storrs might, in the meanwhile, be invited 
to join the Political Committee.

52. DEPUTATION TO THE FOREIGN SECRETARY. Lord Cecil made a 
detailed report on the deputation which had waited upon 
Mr. Eden on Friday, February 5th. Lord Allen and Pro­
fessor Webster also gave their impressions of the inter­
view.

Lord Cecil said that the deputation, on leaving, had 
understood that the Foreign Office would issue a communique 
to the press. The Foreign Secretary had subsequently 
telephoned to say that he would prefer to leave it to 
Lord Cecil to make a confidential report orally to the 
Executive.

53. SPRING MEETINGS OF THE INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION. Lady 
Gladstone presented a report (S.G.8812) on the meeting 
of the International Feder tion which hud been held in 
Geneva on February 6th and 8th, 1937. It was 

RESOLVED: "That the report be received."

54. SECOND NATIONAL YOUTH GROUPS COUNCIL. Miss Corcoran re­
ported on the Minutes of the Second National Youth Groups 
Council held at Liverpool on January 16th and 17th, 1937.

/These Minutes included (1) Minutes; (2) Annual 
Report of Youth Committee; (3) Special Meeting;
(4) British Youth Peace Assembly; (5) The Charter 
for the Economic ahd Social Rights of Youth; (6) 
A Five Year Plan for Youth Groups; (7) Active Member­
ship; (8) Composition of Membership of Youth Groups;
(9) The Union's Work; (10) Youth; (11) Youth Group 
Posters; (12) Visits to Local Youth Groups by the 
Secretary of the National Youth Committee; (13) 
The B.B.C. and "The Radio Times"; (14) General 
Council of the Union; (15) President and Vice- 
Presidents; (16) Time und Place of the next meeting 
of the National Council; . (17) Minimum Policy of 
British Youth Peace Assembly; (18) Spain;
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(19) Recruiting and Rearmament; (20) Regional 
Pacts; (21) Manufacture of Arms; (22) Air Raid 
Precautions; (23) Colonies and Mandates; (21) 
Tribunal in Equity/

Minutes 1 (Minutes), 2 (Annual Report of Youth Coittee), 
3 (Special Meeting), 14 (General Council of ihe Union), 
15 (President and Vice-Presidents) and 16 (Time pnd 
Place of Next Meeting of the National Council) were 
received.

The Executive decided to act upon the recommendations 
of the Youth Group Council recorded in minutes A (British 
Youth Peace Assembly), 5 (The Charter for the Economic 
and Social Rights of Youth), 6 (A Five Year Plan for Youth 
Groups), 7 (Active Membership), 8 (Composition ofMember­
ship of Youth Groups), 9 (Thu Union's Work), 13 (The 
B.B.C. and THE RADIO TIMES), 17 (Minimum Policy of British 
Youth Peace Assembly) and 18 (Spain).

The Executive Committee were reminded that they had 
already acted upon the recommendation contained in Minute 
11 (Youth Group Posters).

On Minute 10 - YOUTH, it was

RESOLVED: "That this Minute be referred to the Editorial 
Committee for consideration and report."

Oil Minute 12 - Visits to Local Youth Groups by the 
Secretary of the National Youth Committee ( it was

RESOLVED: "That this Minute be approved in principle 
subject to the approval of -the Finance Com-' - 
mitte of the detailed arrangements for 
giving effect to the proposal."

On_Minute 19 — Recruiting and Ru-armament, it was

RESOLVED.: "That this Minute be adjourned pending the • ' 
Executive's consideration of the statement 
of policy in regard to re-armament prepared 
by its sub-Committee."

On Minute 21 - Manufacture of Arms, it was

RESOLVED: "That this Minute be adjourned, pending the 
Executive's consideration of the amended 
draft pamphlet prepared by its sub-Committee 
on the Report of the Royal Commission."

It’wag 1so

EESOLVED: "That the remaining Minutes (20, 22. 23 and 24) 
be adjourned for consideration at the next 
meeting of the Executive."

It was further
F.T.O.
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RESOLVED: "That the Youth Groups Council be requested, 
at future meetings, to make it clear to the 
press that resolutions adopted by the Council 
are 'recommendations to the Executive Committee 
of the Union’?

It was suggested that, in future, resolutions of the 
Youth Groups Council before being submitted to the Execu­
tive should first be considered by a small sub-Committee 
who should select for the special attention of the 
Executive those resolutions which were not in accordance 
with the decisions of the Executive or of the General 
Council, and should recommend what action the Executive 
should take on these selected resolutions.

It was suggested that, instead of a new sub-Committee 
being appointed, the President of the Union, and the 
Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Executive should be 
asked to make a recommendation in the light of a proposal 
which Dr. Garnett would prepare after consultation with 
the officers of the Youth Groups Council. It was 
RESOLVED; "That this suggestion be adopted."

55- PROCEDURE COMMITTEE. It was

RESOLVED: "That consideration of the proposals of the 
Procedure Committee be adjourned until the 
next meeting, and that they be included on 
the agenda immediately following the Minutes 
of the Executive."

56. BRITISH ARMAMENTS. In the absence of Lord Lytton it was

RESOLVED: "That consideration of the draft statement of 
policy in regard to re-armament be adjourned 
until the next meeting."

57. date OF NEXT MEETING. It was

RESOLVED: "Thut the next meeting of the Committee be held 
on Thursday, February 25th at 11 a.m.“
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JENTIAL league OF NATIONS UNION 1.3.37. L
1 MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITEE HELD AT 

14 GROSVENOR CRESCENT, LONDON, S.W. 1 ., ON THURSDAY, 
PLBKUARY 251h, 1937 AT 11 A.M.

PRESENT: Dr. Gilbert Murray (in the Chair), Lord Allen, 
Michael Barkway, Lady Violet Bonham Carter, 
Major Anthony Buxton, Captain V.a. Cazalet, 
Lord Cecil, Miss Judith Corcoran, Miss K.D. 
Courtney, Lord Dickinson, Mrs. Dugdale, Miss 
Philippa Fawcett, Miss Megan Lloyd George, 
Lady Gladstone, Lady Hall, Arthur Henderson, 
Dr. kimmjns. Lady Layton, Lord Lytton, James 
Macdonald, Miss Eleanor Rathbone, Councillor 
Shaw, Sir Archibald Sinclair, Nowell Smith, 
General Spears, H.S. Syrett, Major Lawrence 
Wright together with the Secretary and the 
Deputy Secretary.

58. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Vyvyan Adams, 
Sir Norman Angell, Mrs. Corbett Ashby, Mrs. Beale, the 
Dean of Chichester, Neville Dixey, Admiral Drury-Lowe, 
Miss M. Graves, Sir Arthur Haworth, Dame Adelaide 
Livingstone, Hon. Harold Nicolson, Gerald Palmer and 
General Temperley.

59. REPORTS OF COMMUTES.

(a) Women's Advisory Council Sub-Committee on the I.P.C. 
(Lady Glaustone reported) Subject to the alteration 
of the title of Minute 6 to read "Peace Stamps and 
Peace Pence", the Minutes of the Sub-Committee daued 
February 17th, 1937 were approved and adopted.

/These Minutes included (1) Terms of Reference;
(2) Relationship to the British National Committee 
of the International Peace Campaign; (3) Member­
ship of Sub-Committee; (4) Invitation to Co-
operate: (5) Peace Weeks; (b) Peace Penny 
Scheme./

(b) Christian Organisations Committee, The Minutes of 
the Committee dated February 17th, 1937, were approved 
and adopted.

/These Minutes included (12) Reverend W.B.Langhorst;
(13) Dr. Rushbrooke’s Visit to Rumania; (14) 
Minutes; (15) Chairman's Visit to Spain; (16) 
Prayer for Peace; (17) Action on Union's Manifesto;
(18) Life and Work Conference; (19) Composition 
of Committee; (20) Church and World Peace Pageant;
(21) Union’s Series of Lectures; (22) Applications 
for Corporate Membership;/

(c) Industrial Advisory Committee, (Lady Hall reported) 
Subject to the following report and decision on 
Minutes 14 and 17, the Minutes of-, the Committee dated 
February 18th, 1937 were approved and adopted.
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“"2 s1‘oont-rence 
to International' Ld0n Conference; ( Deputation 

to Minister of. Labour; (18) Conferences on the

T t o • (19) internasional Federation of League of 
Nations Societies; (20) General Council of L.N.U.; 
BlS. Guilder’s Report; (22) Speakers on the 
I.L.O.; (23) publicity for the I.L.O.; 4)
Industrial Affiliationsa/

On Minute 14 - Constitution of Committee for 193.7., 1 t 
was
KESOLVED: "That it be left to Lady Hall and the 

Chairman to invite two members of the 
Executive to serve on the Industrial 
Advisory Conmittee."

On Minute 17 - Deputation to Minister of Labour, Lady 
Hall reported a letter from the private secretary to 
the Minister of Labour, asking the Union to be good 
enough to inform the Minister of the specific points 
which the deputation wished to discuss with him and 
suggesting that, since Mr. Brown and the other Ministers 
whose presence was desired at the deputation were 
very fully occupied, it might be possible to deal with 
the points the Union wished to raise without a deputa­
tion. After discussion it was
RESOLVED: "That a mmmorandum be prepared and sent to 

the Minister of Labour outlining the points 
which the Union's deputation wishes to 
discuss with him; and that the Minister be 
informed that the Union most earnestly hopes 
that he will be good enough to receive the 
deputation."

(d) Editorial Committee. (Dr. Garnett reported) Subject 
to the following decision on Minutes 12 and 16 the . 
Minutes of the Committee dated ,February 18th, 1937 
were approved and adopted.
/These Minutes included (8) Minutes; (9) Leaflet 

by Lord Cecil; (10) Proposed New Publications; 
(11) Posters; (12) HLADWAY./

■On Minute 12 — HEADWAY, it was

-RESOLVED: "That this Minute be referred to the 
Administration Committee for consideration 
and report; and that members of the 
Editorial Committee,be■invited to attend 
the meeting of the 'Administration Committee, 
when the Minute is under discussion."

On Minute 16 - Posters,' Miss Fawcett stated that at 
a recent meeting of- the London Regional Federation 
exception was taken by several members to the last set 
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of three posters issued ty the Union, in which the 
central panel bore the words ARM THE LnW and the 
posters on either side contained quotations by Mr. 
Eden and Mr. Baldwin.

Copies of the posters were shown to the Executive 
Committee, and Mr. Ie Prevost stated they had been 
prepared after consultation with the Chairman and had 
been reported to the Editorial Committee.

The Chairman agreed that the wording of the centre 
poster might perhaps be amended and after discussion 
it was
RESOLVED: (1) "That the wording of the poster AHM THE

LaW be reconsidered before further 
copies are printed."

(2) "That the Editorial Committee be asked 
to reconsider the procedure at present 
followed in regard to the preparation 
and publication of posters, and to make 
a report to the Executive."

60. MINUTES. Subject to the following report on Minutes 47 
and 51, the Minutes of the Committee dated February 18th, 
1937 were confirmed as circulated.

On Minute 47 - Lord Lytton, Lord CeCil reported that 
he had written to Lord Lytton and he read to. the Execu­
tive the reply he had received.
On Minute SI - Vacancies on Committee, it was reported 
that, Captain Cazalet had seen Mr. Mark Patrick but that, 
while thanking the Executive for their very kind, message, 
Mr. Patrick regretted that it had become physically 
impossible for him to continue his membership of the 
Executive. .

A letter from Colonel Raynsford was reported, 
thanking the Executive for their kind invitation and 
stating that, while he hoped to join the Committee, he 
felt it necessary, in his capacity of Secretary of the 
Northamptonshire and Huntingdonshire Territorial Army 
Associations, to consult the Chairman of those Associa­
tions before accepting the Executive’s invitation.

On Minute 48 (b) 12 — B.B.C., Dr. Garnett stated that 
he was awaiting a reply from Sir John Reith,to the 
Union's enquiries concerning the change in the B.B.C.’s 
motto and reported a conversation he had recently'had 
with Mr. Coatman of the B.B.C. on the subject.

“1. 1,GENERAL COUNCIL) PROCEDURE COMMITTEE. Lady Hall presented
to the Executive proposals’Which had been drawn up by the 
members of the Procedure Committee at the December General 
Council concerning-the appointment and functions of future 
Procedure Committees.
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s.G.8747
22.1.37.

PROPOSALS CONCERNING THE PROCSDW caWlITTSE

The Executive shall appoint the Procedure Committee so soon 
as the Preliminary Agenda is published.

The duties of the Procedure Committee shall be;

1. To examine .the amendments received to motions in the 
Preliminary Agenda and, where possible, with the con­
sent of the movers to prepare agreed amendments for 
inclusion in the Final Agenda.

2. To attempt, at the time of the Council Meeting, in 
consultation with the proposers to reconcile various 
motions and amendments and, if possible, to bring 
forward agreed proposals and so save the time of the 
Council.

3. (a) To consider with the movers of the motions all 
applications for "urgency".

All applications for "urgency" shall stand 
referred to the Procedure Committee.

It shall be an instruction to the Committee not 
to consider applications made after the first 
day of the Council's meeting'if such applications 
could have been made on the first day.

In its report on such applications the Committee 
shall state:

(i) whether in its opinion the motion is 
urgent; and

(ii) Whether there was difficulty in the movers 
giving the formal notice required by Rule 29.

(b) To circulate to members of the Council the text of 
the motions for which "urgency" was asked on the 
first day, together with the Committee's report on 
the applications.

The question of "urgency" but not the substance 
of any motion shall be the first item of the 
Council's agenda on the second day.

4. To deal with any matter referred to it by the President 
or the Council or its Chairman.

5. To report to the President (or Chairman of the Council 
for the time being) action taken by the Committee to­
gether with its recommendations.

It was suggested that at the outset of meetings of 
the Council the Chairman should announce that it was pro­
posed, whenever any difficulty arose in regard to a 
particular motion on the agenda, that the Procedure 
Committee should be consulted immediately, and should ask 
members of the Council who had verbal amendments to 
propose to discuss such amendments with the Procedure 
Committee with a view to bringing forward an agreed 
proposal. It was
RESOLVED: "That the proposals of the Procedure Committee 

(S.G.8747) be approved and adopted."

TNT/RNATIONaL PEaCE CAMPAIGN. The Secretary reported a 
communication from Lady Hall, asking for the two following 
resolutions adopted by the I.P.C. Executive Committee on 
February 22nd to be brought before the Union's Executive:

(a) "That an urgent letter be sent to the co-operating 
organisations asking if they would co-operate in 
the promotion of an Albert Hall meeting to be held 
at the end of April, and to which foreign speakers 
would be invited."

(b) "That a National Conference on vocational lines be 
held, if possible, in September."

Lord Cecil hoped that if a meeting were held in the Albert 
Hall in April, eminent French, Belgian and other continen­
tal speakers would address the gathering. The object 
of the meeting would be to advocate the four principles 
of the I.P.C. to describe the work that is being done 
abroad, and to produce evidence of the support which 
exists in this country for the movement on the continent.

Miss Rathbone suggested that, instead of holding a 
meeting in the Albert Hall, it might be more effective 
from the point of view of publicity to organise two or 
three large meetings in big provincial centres.

Dr. Garnet! suggested that the Executive should ask 
Lord Cecil, the Chairman and the Vice-Chairman to consider 
the proposed albert Hall meeting at the same time as some 
other matters concerning relations between the L.N.U. and 
the I.P.C. and to report to the next meeting of the Execu­
tive. After discussion it was
RESOLVED: (1) “That this suggestion be adopted."

The Secretary further reported a letter from Lady 
Hall dated February 24th asking if the Union could transfer 
to the I.P.C. the files of the Peace Ballot. After Lord 
Cecil had reminded the Executive that the National Declara­
tion Committee was still technically in being, it was

RESOLVED; (2) "That the request of the I.P.C. be referred 
to the National Declaration Cormittee."



PRIVATE MANUFACTURE OF AND IRziDE IN ARMS. The Executive 
had before them draft amendments, upon which all the 
members of the sub-Committee had agreed, to the pamphlet 
dealing with the Report of the Royal Commission on the 
Private Manufacture of and Trade in Arms. It was
RESOLVED: "That the sub-Committee's pamphlet, as amended, 

be epr222d-22*—#e#*6*."

RE-aRMaMENT. The Executive considered the draft state­
ment of policy in regard to re-armament prepared by the 
sub-Committee appointed by the Executive on January 7 th. 
They also had before them amendments proposed by Lord 
Cecil, Miss Courtney, Mr. Gerald Palmer and Admiral Drury 
Lowe. After discussing the first three pages of the 
report paragraph by paragraph, it was
RESOLVED: "That the Chairman be asked to re-draft the 

first three pages of the report in the light 
of the Executive's discussion; and that the 
revised draft, together with the three appen­
dices, be considered by the Executive at its 
next meeting."
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NIIL LSnGUL OF NATIONS UNION 8.3.37.

MINUI.S Op A M.CTING OF TH EXECUIIVC CONMIIIEE HELD AT 
14 GHOSVENOR CRESCENI, LONDON, S.W, 1., ON THURSDAY, 

MARCH 4TH, 1937 Al 11 A.N.
PRLSONI: Dr. Gilbert Murray (in the Chair), P.J. Noel 

Baker, Lady Violet Bonham Carter, F.M. Burris, 
Major Anthony Buxton, Captain V.h, Cazalet, 
Lord Cecil, Miss Judith Corcoran, Miss K.D. 
Courtney, Lord Dickinson, Admiral Drury-Lowe, 
Mrs. Dugdale, Miss Philippa Fawcett, Lady 
Gladstone, Sir John Harris, Sir Arthur Haworth, 
Arthur Henderson, Lord Lytton, G. Ie M. Mander, 
Miss Eleanor Rathbone, Nowell Smith, Professor 
C.K. Webster together with the Secretary and 
the Deputy Secretary.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Sir Norman 
Angell, Mrs. Corbett Ashby, Mrs. Beale, the Dean of 
Chichester, Neville Dixey, Miss M. Graves, Lady Layton, 
Dame Adelaide Livingstone, James Macdonald, Hon. Harold 
Nicolson, General Spears, General Temperley and Major 
Lawrence Wright.
REPORTS' CF COMMITTEES.

(a) Overseas Committee. (Lady Gladstone reported) 
The Minutes of the Committee dated February 24th, 1937 
were approved and adopted.

/These Minutes Included (8) Minutes; (9) Report 
on the Spring Meetings; (10) Overseas Report; 
(11) Date of Next Meeting; (12) Meeting of the 
French League of Nations Association./

(b) Economic Committee. (Dr. Garnett reported) Subject 
to the following decision on Minutes 2, 4 and o, the 
Minutes of the Committee dated February 25th, 1937 
were approved and adopted.

/These Minutes included (1) Minutes; (2) Election 
of Cnairman; (3) Election of New Members of 
Committee; (4) International Currency; (5) 
The Colonial Problem; (6) pamphlets on Colonial 
Trade and on Armaments Statistics; (7) Address 
by Lord Halley; (8) Articles in HEADWAY^

On Minute 2 — Election of Chairman, it was

RESOLVED: “That the Chairman be asked to write to- 
Mr. Hartley Withers, expressing th. cordial 
thanks of the Executive for the valuable 
service he has rendered to the Union as 
Chairman of the Economic Committec."

On Minute 4 - International Currency, It was

RESOLVED: "That the Economic Committee be asked to 
prepare a short statement on the subject 
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of international currency for circulation 
to Members of the General Council at 
their next meeting."

'On Minute 5 — The Colonial Problem, and
On.Minute 6 — Pamphlets on Colonial Trade and on 
Armaments Statistics, Dr. Garnett stated that the 
Economic Committee proposed further to consider the 
Colonial problem at its next meeting and to invite 
members of the Mandates Committee to be present.

Sir .John Harris suggested that the proposed 
pamphlet on Colonial Trade, should also be considered 
by the joint meeting of the Economic and Mandates 
Committees. Such a pamphlet should, he thought, 
indicate the line of policy and lay down certain 
broad principles which the Union considered ought 
to be followed in any proposed transfer of responsi­
bility for colonial territories. Sir John added 
that, in addressing meetings for the Union up and 
down the country, he had found that great interest 
was taken by large numbers of people in the colonial 
question.

Dr. Murray expressed the opinion that States 
Members of the League should derive some definite 
advantage from their membership, and he suggested 
hut this question might be considered by the 

Economic Committee. after discussion it was
RESOLVOD: (1) "That, subject to the approval of the 

; .. Editorial Committee, a pamphlet not
, . .. exceeding sixteen pages be prepared
i) dealing with the Colonial problem;

and that the preparation of this 
pamphlet - be left in the hands of the 
Economic and Mandates Committees."

Dr. Garnett suggested that in dealing with the 
question of expenditure on armaments in which the 
situation- was constantly changing it would be bettc: 
up continue the .present practice of issuing roneod 

memoranda rather than to prepare a sixteen-page 
pamphlet -on the subject. It was °

K.JOLVLD: (2) "That a pamphlet dealing with ex­
penditure on armaments be not issued, 
but that the present practice of the 
Union in issuing roneod memoranda on 
this, subject be continued."

onMns; Subject to the following, report and decision on manut.5.60 and 63, the Minutes of the last meeting of 
as "cireuittea. on February 25th, 1937 were confirmed

On Minute 60 - 48 -• 77; ■ - -------- —D•2:U•, ur. (
tnenpnrosivenusnruugh Coauri.n -atatZment'Som 
tno Pumc Relations department of the B.B.C. to the 

Garnett reported that
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effect that at the beginning of the year the motto 
"Nation shall speak peace unto nation" had been 
dropped from the title puge of the RADIO 1IMES 
together with the B.B.C’s coat of arms in exchange 
for a simple device which had been introduced as one 
of a number of improvements in the lay-out of the 
paper. But there had been no change of policy what­
ever on the part of the B.B.C, in regard to peace 
and international affairs. Dr. Garnett understood 
that the coat of arms in the board room of the B.B.C. 
carried the word "Quaecunque", and that the old motto 
was not now to be found anywhere in the B.B.C. • 
building. He gathered that the use of the earlier 
motto had been quietly discontinued. Aftor discussion, 
during which it was suggested that a question should 
be asked in the House and that the Chairman should 
write a letter to THE TIME on the subject, it was
RSSOLVED: "That enquiries be made of Mr. Normun, 

Chairman of the B.B.C., as well as of 
Mr. Hh.L. Fisher and Mr. Mallon, concerning 
the change in the motto of the B.B.C."

Lord Lytton undertook to communicate with Mr. Norman, 
and Dr. Murray with Mr. H.A.L. Fisher and Mr. Mallon.

Qn_Minute o? - Private Manufacture of and Tr-de in 
Anns, it was

RESOLVED: "That this Minute be confirmed subject to 
the word 'printed* being substituted'for 
the words 'approved and adopted' in the 
resolution."

VACANCY ON COMMITTEE. Aftor receiving a report from the 
Co-optations. Sub-Committee it was

RESOLVED; (1) "That Mr. Anthony Crossley be invited to 
fill the vacancy on the Executive caused 
by the resignation of Mr. Mark Patrick."

The Chairman reported a letter from Mr. Gerald Palmer, 
stating that his duties on the Standing Committee for 
the Factories Bill would make it impossible for him to 
attend meetings of the Executive Committee for the next 
two or three months. It was suggested that a deputy 
member might be appointed to take Mr. Palmer’s place on 
the executive during his absence as had been done in 
the case of Sir Austen Chamberlain and Lord Eustace 
nercy• After discussion it weS

RESOLVED: (2) "That the Co-optations Committee be asked 
to consider the situation arising out of 
Mr. Palmer's inability, to. attend meetings 
of the Executive during the next few 
months and to recommend what, if any, 
action the Executive should tske."p
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69. HER SANDLER. The Secretary reported a letter from the 

foreign office stating that Herr Sandler would only be 
in London from March 15th to 18th and that the programme 
which had been arranged for his visit was already full. 
It was suggested that a letter should be sent to Herr

00 . .L ~emm;++A1e voco. + +hat it. will
IU WaD DU55-U-- -- ------------------------ -- —--------
Sandler, expressing the Committee’s regret that it will 
not have the opportunity of entertaining him during his

. TA ..... — ,tl • e-- e+AR +ha+visit to London. It was further suggested that 
enquiries should be made of the Swedish Minister with a 
view to arranging for Herr Sandler to receive a small 
deputation from the Executive.

70. ALBERT HaLL MEETING. Lord Cecil submitted to the Execu- 
tive proposals (S.G.8849) in regard to the Albert Hall 
meeting which he had prepared and which had received the 
general approval of Dr. Murray and Lord Lytton. After 
discussion during which the names of suitable speakers 
for the meeting were suggested, it was
RESOLVED: "That a public meeting be held in the Albert

un oc;c. nci i 20+h ndar t.he Union’sHall on Fridcy, April 30th under the Union’s 
auspices; that the organisation of the 
meeting be left in the hands of Dr. Garnett 
with such assistance as Miss Bell and the 
other societies co-operating in the I.P.C. are 
able to give; that the speakers should include 
two or three representatives of continental 
countries as well as a representative of the 
Dominions; and that the cost of the meeting 
should be guaranteed by the Union.

71. SITUATION IN ADDI3 aBOa. Lady Gladstone drew the 
attention of the Executive to recent events in Addis 
Ababa and stated that Sir Sydney Barton, with whom she 
had discussed the matter, was much disturbed by the situa­
tion. Mr. Henderson stated that two questions were to 
be asked in the House with a view to obtaining an official 
statement from H.M. Government. After discussion it was

RESOLVED: "That the Chairman be asked to write to Mr.
Eden expressing the anxiety felt by the Union 
at the reports appearing in the press concerning 
recent events in Addis Ababa, and asking for 
any further information that the Foreign 
Secretary may be able to supply on the subject."

72. DECLARATION ON '7aR G-.N BE AVERTED1. In reply to a 
question from Mr. Noel Baker the Secretary reported that 
he had obtained from all over the country many hundreds 
of names of people who might be asked to sign the Declara­
tion so soon as the county signatures had been obtained 
In many counties the Declaration had already been signed 
by leading personalities, and in Sheffield the list of 
signatories was already complete. A report would be 
presented to the Administration Committee at its meeting 
on March 11th.

I



73. RE-AkVIAM.NT. The 
Sub-Committee CS 
the discussion t 
together with the 
were proposed by 
text of the rupor
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Executive considered the report of the 
revised by Dr. Murray in the light of • 

the 1 st meeting of the Executive, 
three appendices. Further amendments 

several members of the Committee to the 
t.

It was suggested that the statements by H.M. 
Ministers in appendix II should be brought up to date, 
p-rticui-rly by quoting Lord Halifax and Lord Crunborne. 
if should also include the statements by the Foreign 
Secratry. the Prime Minister and Sir Thomas Inskip 
suggested in the amendments proposed by Mr. Gerald Palmer.

It was further suggested that Appendix III should, 
be omitted or greatly reduced; or alternatively that the 
Executive’s statement should begin with C reference to 
the General Council’s resolution of last December, to 
subsequent resolutions by the B.U.L.N.S. and by t ne 
National Youth Groups Council, and to the fact that -le1‘ 
had been several speeches by Members of the Government 
since these resolutions had been passed. The st -tement 
should go on to explain that, in these circumstances, 
the Executive hxd decided to prepare the present paper 
in the hope that the General Council would adopt it at 
their meeting in Torquay.

Miss Corcoran expressed the opinion that the revised 
statement now before the Executive was, from the point of 
view of the Youth Groups, a much less valuable document 
than the statement originally prepared by the sub-Committee. 
After further discussion it was

RESOLVED: "That the Chairman be asked further to amend 
the text of the sub-Committee’s report in the 
light of the Executive's discussion and after 
consultation with Miss Corcoran and Mr. Mander; 
and that the statement, as thus ..mended, be 
submitted to the sub-Committee for their con­
sideration before being communicated to the 
Executive."

74, SIR ARTHUR SALTER. It was

RESOLVED: "That the Chairman be asked to write to Sir 
Arthur Salter, congratulating him on his 
success in the Oxford University By-Election.

75. COWAUNT CATION FROM MR. MANDER. The Executive had before 
them a communication from Mr. Mander, drawing attention 
to two questions asked by the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
in the House of Commons on February 25th concerning the 
use of British armaments, and suggesting that the Execu­
tive should answer these questions as if they had been

* addressed to the League of Nations Union. It was
RESOLVED: "That Mr. Mander’s proposal be referred for 

consideration and report by the special sub- 
Committee on Re-armament."
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MINUTE J OF A MEETING OF THE EXECUTIV.
14, GROSVENOR CRESCENT, LONDON, S.W. 1., 

MARCH 181H, 1937 AT 11 A.m.

CCVMITTEE HELD AT 
ON THURSDAY,

PRESENT: Dr. Gilbert Murray (in the Chair), Vyvyan 
Adams, Mrs. Corbett Ashby, P.J. Noel Baker, 
Mrs. L.P. Beale, Major Anthony Buxton, 
Captain V.n. Cazalet, A.C. Crossley, Miss 
K.D. Courtney, Neville Dixey, Admiral Drury- 
Lowe, Mrs. Dugdale, Miss Philippa Fawcett, 
Miss Megan Lloyd George, Lady Gladstone, 
Lady Hall, Arthur Henderson, Dr. Kimmins,
Lord Lytton le M. Mander, Miss Eleanor
Rathbone, Sir Archibald Sinclair, Nowell 
Smith, H.S. Syrett, together with the 
Secretary and the Deputy Secretary.

76

4
77

aPOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Sir Norman 
Angell, Michael Barkway, F.M. Burris, Lord Cecil, Miss 
Judith Corcoran, Miss M. Graves, Sir Arthur Haworth, 
James Macdonald, the Hon. Harold Nicolson, Sir Arthur 
Salterand Major Lawrence Wright.
SIR AUSTEN CHaMBERLaIN, The Committee expressed their 
deep sorrow at the death of Sir Austen Chamberlain. 
The Chairman said that the Executive had valued very 
highly Sir Austen's presence on the Committee. Sir 
Austen had always shown a high degree of generosity, 
self-restraint and good temper as well as firmness in 
explaining his point of view, and had always stated 
his case with great cogency and clearness. Dr. Murray 
felt that in Sir husten the Union had lost a real friend, 
It was
RESOLVED: "That the Chairman be asked to send a message 

of condolence to Lady Chamberlain.11
The hope was expressed that members of the Executive 
Committee who were able to do so would attend the Memorial 
Service to be held at St. Margaret’s, Westminster, at
12.30 on Friday, March 19th. 
wreath on behalf of the Union

It was decided to send a

78. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

(a) Youth Committee. With the 
consideration of which was

exception of Minute 25(2) 
adjourned until the next

meeting of the Executive, the minutes of the Committee 
dated March 6th, 1937 were approved and adopted.

ZThese Minutes included (20) Minutes; (21) 
Co-optation; (22) Registrations and Deletions; 
(23) Resolution of Chelmsford Youth Group;
(24) Youth Groups Poster; (25) British Youth 
Peace Assembly; (26) Congress of Peace and 
Friendship with U.S.S.R. March 13th-14th; (27)

---- Memorandum on Re-armement./
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(b) ye7come_Commi ttee, (Lady'Gladstone reported) The 
minuces or the Committee dated March oth, 1937, were 
approved, and adopted.

/These Minutes included (3.8) Minutes; (19) Secretary’s 
Report; (20) Revised Leaflet; (21) Tea Party for 
Hostesses; (22) Hospitality for Coronation Visitors; 
(23) Visit of Members of Amerjcan League of Nations 
Association; (24) Time of meetings./

On Minute 18 (14) - New Herrlingen School, Mrs. Dugdale, 
speaking as’ a member of the Council of the New Herrlingen 
School, said that enthusiastic votes of thanks had been 
passed to Lady Gladstone, and to the Union as a whole for 
their very successful efforts to find holiday homes at 
Easter for children from the School.
On Minute 22 - Hospitality for Coronation Visitors, it 
was sug ested that , since many formal evening parties 

- had already been arranged in connection with the Corona­
tion celebrations, it might be found more practicable 
to hold a sherry party, say at 6 p.m., for foreign 
visitors to the Coronation.

(c) Edu cat ion Comm j ttee. (Dr. Kimmins reported) The Minutes 
of the Committee dated March 8th, 1937 were approved 
and adopted.

./These Minutes included (24) Minutes; (25) Arising 
out of-the Minutes; (26) Membership of the Committee; 
(27) Meetings for Teachers and Schools; (28) 
British Universities League of Nations Society; ■
(29) International Federation of League of Nations 
Societies; (30) Ecole Internationale de Geneve;
(31) Empire Day Leaflet; (32) Report on Conference 
of Junior Branch Leaders; (33) Public meeting of 
Teachers Pioneers Exchange Visit with Denmark;
(35) Easter School; (36). Arrangements for the Summer;
(37) Co-operation with the University College of the 
South-West; (39) Parents’ National Educational 
Union; (40) Report of the Youth Committee; (41) 
History Panel; (42) 18th Annual Meeting of the 
Union's General Council; (43) Crystal Palace Site;
(44) Young Woments Christian Association; (45) 
Junior Branches./

OOU-nute, 45 - Junior Branches, Miss Fawcett reported 
that between 1,000 and 1,500 children had attended the 
Junior Ral].y organised by the/.London Regional Federation 
in University College,on February 24th, and that the 
gathering had been most successful.

(d) Administration Committee. ' (Lord Lytton reported) Subject 
to the .following report and decision on Minutes 17, 20 
and 23, the Minutes of the Committee dated March 11th, 
1937 were approved and"'adopted.
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/These Minutes included (15) Minutes; (16)
B.B.C.; (17) Declaration; (18) HEADWAY;
(19) Peace Weeks; (20) Joint Demonstrations 
at Armistice Time; (21) The Union’s Birthday;
(22) Branches, Corporate Members, etc.; (23) 
Membership; (24) Air Raid Precautions; (25) 
Literature for House to House Canvassing;
(26) Place of Future Annual Meetings of the 
General Council; (27) Date of_Next Meeting;
(28) Dates of Future Meetings./

On Minute 17 - Declaration, the attention of the Execu­
tive was directed to the letter appearing in THE TIMES 
that morning over the signatures of leading citizens in 
the county of Nottingham. A similar letter from leading 
citizens in Sheffield had also been completed for publica­
tion.

Miss Rathbone.said that she would like to make a 
special effort to get a large number of representative 
signatures to the Declaration within the Universities 
and especially those included in her constituency. Such 
signatures would be confined to professors and heads of 
student organisations.

Lord Lytton said that the Committee would greatly 
welcome any help Miss Rathbone might be able to give in 
the Universities and elsewhere so long as her efforts 
did not overlap those already being made by the Union. 
He asked Miss Rathbone to discuss the action she proposed 
to take with Dr. Garnett.
On Minute 20 — Joint Demonstrations at Armistice Time, 
on the motion of Lord Lytton it was
RESOLVED: "That this minute be referred back for further 

consideration by the Administration Committee."
On Minute 23 -- Membership, Admiral Drury-Lowe submitted 
for the Executive's consideration a memorandum on "Union 
Policy and Membership" (S.G.8886). It was

RESOLVED:* "That consideration of Admiral Drury-Lowe's
memorandum be adjourned until the next meeting 
of the Executive."

(e) Women's Advisory Council Sub-Committee on the I.P.C. 
(Lady Gladstone reported). The Minutes of the Sub­
committee dated March 10th were approved and adopted.

/These Minutes included (8) Chairman; (9) Minutes;
(10) Invitation to co-operate; (11) Leaflets; (12)_ 
Suggestions to Societies; (13) Albert Hall Meeting./

(f) Committee. Mr. Syrett reported, as a matter of
urgency, that the Finance Committee at their meeting on 
March 16th had resolved:
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'That authority be given for gross payments to 
the amount of the estimate to be made on con­
dition that the subject of the meeting be 
announced as "Europe's Rally to the League and 
the Campaign for International Peace instead 
of "Europe's Rally to the League and the Inter- 
national Peace Campaign", and that neither the words 
'International Peace Campaign"1 nor the terms- of-the 
resolution robe put to the meeting be included in the 
handbill or the poster advertising the meeting."

Mr. Syrett stated that the members of the Finance Com- 
mittee felt very strongly that in the present State ° the “finances of the Union a large expenditure for this 
purpose ought not to be incurred unless under the con­
ditions laid down by the Finance Committee.

Lady Hall reminded the Executive of the resolution 
adopted by the British National Committee of the I.P.C. 
on February 22nd when the proposal to hold • meeting in 
the Albert Hall was first made.

Mr. Noel Baker said that if it would cause difficul­
ties for the Union to run the meeting, he felt sure that 
the British National Committee would be very glad to 
organise the meeting itself in just the same way as 
similar meetings had been organised in other countries. 
In such an event it would be explained in the speeches 
that the I.P.C. was not a rival organisation to the L.N.u. 
but was simply a special efforu for a particular purpose 
at a moment of grave crisis.

Dr. Murray said that in its campaign for international 
peace, the Union welcomed the action taken abroad by the 
R.U.P. as well as the co-operation of other societies in 
this country. But an unfortunate situation had arisen 
in which the I.P.C. seemed to be regarded as a rival 
organisation to the Union. He thought that the Union s 
position ought to be regulariseu and that the Executive 
Committee should reconsider its whole relation to the 
International Peace Campaign.

Lord Lytton stated that at the meeting of the 
Finance Committee he had been profoundly disturbed to 
learn of the effect on the Union’s finances of the I.P.C.‘8 
competitive appeal for funds. He did not see how it was 
possible for both the Union and the I.P.C. to ask in the 
name of Lord Cecil for donations from the same individuals 
on the same lines. Lord Lytton had asked the Finance 
Committee to discuss the financial difficulty with Lord 
Cecil and to find out from him how he himself would wish 
the two bodies to be financed. Lord Lytton understood 
that Lord Cecil would be able to meet representatives of 
the Finance Committee at 12 noon on Monday, March 29th.

After further discussion it was
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RESOLVED: “That Lord Lytton and Mr. Syrett .be asked to 
see Lord Cecil at 12 noon on Monday, March 
22nd and to discuss with him not only diffi­
culties caused to the Union by competitive 

3 appeals on behalf of the I.P.C., but also the
amendments suggested by the Finance Committee 
in the wording of the posters and handbills 
for the Albert Hall meeting, and that, on the 
latter question, the Executive accept whatever 
arrangement is agreed upon by Lord Lytton, Mr. 
Syrett and Lord Cecil.

78.9 BRANCH RESOLUTIONS. The Executive received resolutions 
from the St. John's Wood Branch Committee and from the 
Stockport Branch Committee. It was
RESOLVED: (1) "That the St. John's Wood Branch Committee 

be thanked for their resolution;, that their 
their attention be directed to the reprint 
of Dr. Gilbert Murray's article in the 
January HEADWAY on "The Good Work the League 
is doing" which will be circulated to all 
the Union's Branches; and that the Union's 
officers be asked to emphasise the League's 
positive constructive work in writing 
articles for the press.”

(2) “That Dr. Murray be asked to send a detailed 
reply to the resolution of the Stockport 
Branch Committee."

90
79. MINUTES. Subject to the following report on Minutes 

67 and 69, the Minutes of the Committee dated March 4th, 
1937 were confirmed as circulated.

On Minute 67 — 48 - B.B.C. Lord Lytton stated that 
he had written to Mr. Norman and hoped to be able to 
make a report to the next meeting of the Executive.

On Minute 69 — Herr Sandler, the Chairman stated that 
he had spoken with Herr Sandler on the previous day and 
had expressed the Executive's regret that they had been 
unable to meet him during his visit to London.

80. SECOND NATIONAL YOUTH GROUPS COUNCIL. The Executive had 
before them adjourned Minutes 19, 20, 21, 22, 23 and 24 
of the Second National Youth Groups Council held on 
January 16th and 17th, 1937- It was
RESOLVED; "That the Secretary be asked to prepared.a 

report for consideration by the Executive at 
its next meeting indicating the action which it is 
proposed the Executive Committee should take on 
the recommendations of the Youth Groups Council?
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82. MR, GERALD_PALMER. On the recommendation of the Co- 
opuationsSuo-Committe it was
RESOLVED; "That Commander Peter ngnew, M.P. be invited 

to join the Executive Committee as a temporary 
member during the absence of Mr. Gerald

I - Palmer."
h 82. CCMMUNIChTION FROM COLONELJBMSFORD. The Secretary
= reported a letter dated March bth from Colonel Raysford 

expressing his regret that in view of the increase in
r his Territorial duties and after consultation with the • 

t \ Chairen of his Territorial Associations, he was unable
N to accept the Executive's invitation to join the Committee. 

It was
RESOLVED: "That an invitation to serve on the Executive 

Committee be sent to Major Fetherston-Godley, 
the Chairman of the British Legion."

82. BRITISH NATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE I.P.O. It was
RESOLVED: "That the Minutes of the meeting of the British 

National Committee dated March 9th, 1937, be 
adjourned, for consideration at the next meeting 
of the Executive."

85. FILES OF NATIONAL DECLARATION i It was reported that the 
National Declaration Committee had met on Tuesday, March 
.9th and had resolved.;

"That. the National Declaration Committee files 
be handed over to the. British National Committee 
at 18, Grosvenor Crescent Mews."

Dr. Garnett stated that arrangements were being made for 
the transfer of the files' to the .office of the British 
National Committee. ..

86. ' ADDIS ABABA. The Chairman, reported, that, in accordance 
with the Executive' s re quest, he.’ had written to the 
Foreign Secretary on.March 4th. Mr . Eden in reply had 
referred to the answers given by Lord Cranborne to Pqrlia-

I mentary questions . on March 8th. Lord Cecil had subse-
I ' quently written to. the'Foreign. Secretary,, and Mr. Eden's
E ; reply was read to the Committee.

Miss Rathbone referred to a document issued by the
, Ethiopion Legation containing the text of a letter and

| manifesto sent by the Emperor of Abyssinia to the Secretary
General of the League asking for the appointment of a Com­
mission of Inquiry to investigate the horrors committed 
in Ethiopia by the Italian Government.

Mr. Baker hoped that the Executive would publicly 
i support the Emperor's request. He reminded the Committee 

that in 1922 when six Greek Ministers had been shot after 
trial, the British Government had withdrawn their Minister 
and for eighteen months had had only a charge d'affaires

. ’ ln Athens. .He thought there was a strong-case for
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u~ging the withdrawal of the British ambassador from 
Rome in the present circumstances.

Lord Lytton suggested that the Foreign Secretary 
should be asked to receive a deputation from the Executive 
and that the deputation should suggest the possibility of 
having the reports of the British and other Consuls con­
cerning recent events in Addis Ababa submitted for ex­
amination by some neutral persons and of an authoritative 

- • 1 ----- •7 - issued on the evidence thusstatement being subsequently 
produced.

Mrs. Corbett Ashby felt that from the' point of view 
other native populations, •of the effect on hfricun and ------ ----  . .

strong protest should be made by British public opinion
against the massacre .in Addis ADuba.

Miss Rathbone supported Lord Lytton's proposal for 
a deputation to the Foreign Secretary and urged that the 
deputation should ask Mr. Eden to consider whether action 
could not be taken by the League to ensure that the 
Emperor's request is fully considered and whether the 
request could not be supported by H.M. Government. After 
further discussion it was
RESOLVED: "That the Chairman be asked to write to Mr.

Eden and to request him to receive a deputa-
tion from the 
is convenient

Executive at 
to him."

as early a date as

SPAIN. The attention of the Executive was directed to
the request of the Spanish Government that attempts at 
intervention in the Spanish Civil War should be examined 
by the League. Dr. Garnett read to the Committee a 
letter on this subject from the Secretary of the Union's 
Branch at Worthing.

The Committee were reminded that Lord Cranborne 
had stated in.yesterday's debate that the Non-Intervention 
Committee would not cease its work until they had 
succeeded in removing from Spain all foreigners, of which 
there were large numbers on both sides.

The Committee were also reminded that Lord Cecil, 
speaking at Geneva, had stated that if the allegations 
in the Spanish Government's memorandum were true, it was 
certainly a matter which came within the competence of 
the League.

after further discussion it was
RESOLVED: "That if the Foreign Secretary is willing to 

the deputation suggested in Minute 85
above, the opportunity should be taken to dis­
cuss with him the situation arising out of the 
Spanish Government's memorandum; and that the 
Executive Committee, at its next meeting, 
should consider and decide the line it wishes 
the deputation to adopt in this matter."
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8g. Date of next mzetings, it was
RESOLVED: "That the Executive meet again on Tuesday, 

March 23rd at 11 a.m., and that the follow­
ing meeting of the Committee he held on 
Thursday, April 8th instead of April 1st at 
11 a.m."

89. PROCEDURE aT MEETINGS OF GENERAL COUNCIL. The Executive 
had before them observations and suggestions by the 
Executive Committee of the Edinburgh Branch concerning 
procedure at meetings of the General Council. It was 

RESOLVED: "That the observations and suggestions of the 
Edinburgh Branch Executive Committee be re­
ferred to the Administration Committee, or one 
of its sub-Committees, for consideration and 
report."

fo
$. CLOSING OF OFFICE aT EaSTER. It was

RESOLVED: "That the office be closed from 1 p.m. on 
Thursday, March 25th until 10 a.m. on 
Tuesday, March 30th."
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PIDSNIIAL LEAGUE OF NATIONS UNION

MINUTaS OF A ILEIING OF TH. EXLCUIIV. COMVMIIILL HELD 
AI 14, GKOSVLNOR CK-SC-NI , LONDON, S.N. 1., ON TUESDAY,

NRCH 23RD, 1937 Al 11 h.M.

PRLSENT: Dr. Gilbert Murray (in the Chair), Lord Allen,
Commander Agnew, Mrs. Corbett Ashby, P.J.
Noel Baker, Lady Violet Bonham Carter, Captain 
Cazalet, Lord Cecil, the Dean of Chichester, 
a.C. Crossley, Miss K.D. Courtney, Neville 
Dixey, Admiral Drury-Lowe, Miss Philippa Fawcett 
Miss Megan Lloyd George, Lady Gladstone, Lady 
Hall, Dame Adelaide Livingstone, Sir Archibald 
Sinclair, Nowell Smith, H.S. Syrett, together 
with the Secretary and Deputy Secretary.

91, APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Sir Norman 
Angell, Michael Barkway, Mrs. Beale, F.M. Burris, 
Major Anthony Buxton, Mrs. Dugdale, Miss M. Graves, 
Sir Arthur Haworth, James Macdonald, Hen. Harold Nicolson, 
General Spears, General Temperley and Major Lawrence Wrght-

92. REP ORT S OF COMMI T JEES.
(a) Finance"Committee (Mr. Syrett reported) Subject to 
the following report and decision on Minutes 15 and 16, 
the Minutes of the Committee dated March loth, 1937 were 
approved and adopted.

/These Minutes included (13) Minutes; (14) Financial 
Statement; (1$) £l0-,OC0 Appeal; (16) Albert Hall 
Meeting, April 30th; (17) Film; (18) Appeals. 
Department; (19) Youth Department; (20) Telephone 
Extension; (21) Library; (22) Advance to Member 
of the Staff; (23) Passing of Cheques for Payment/

On Minute 19 - Appeals. Mr. Syrett- reported that he and 
Lord Lytton had discussed with Lord Cecil on the previous 
day the financial situation of the Union and the I.P.C. 
They proposed that, in order to m at the difficulty of 
competitive appeals by, the Union and the I.P.C., a small 
Joint Committee should be appointed, consisting of two 
representatives .of the Union’s Finance Committee and two 
representatives of the I.P.C., with a neutral. Chairman. 
The Joint Committee would exercise control oVer appeals 
by the Union and the I.P.C., and, in particular, the use 
to be made of.Lord Cecil's name in connection with such 
appeals. Mr. Syrett added that Lord Lytton was willing 
to act as Chairman of the Joint Committee.

Lord Cecil said that it was proposed that, instead 
of the Union and the I.P.C. trying to raise separate 
funds independently of one another, the two funds should 
be raised jointly. He.suggested that the representatives 
of the I.P.C. on the Joint Committee should be Lady Hall, 
the Treasurer, and Miss Picton Turbervill.
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After discussion it was

RLSOLVED: "That the proposal to appoint a small Joint 
Committees for the purpose of considering the 
method of raising funds for the Union : nd the 
I.P.C. be approved; that Mr. dyretv -I Sir 
John Mann (or in his absence Mr. Neville Dixey) 
be invited to represent tec Union on the Joint 
Committee; and that Lord Lytton be invited to 
act as Chairman. "

Lady Hall stated that it would not be possible for her to 
attend a meeting of the Joint Committee before Easter.
It was suggested tha6 L wJy Hall, Mr. Syrett and the 
Secretary might have a preliminary discussion before the 
first meeting of the Joint, Committee was held.
On Minute lo - Albert JT11 Mesting, Mr. Syrett reported 
that'he and Lord Lytton had also discussed the Albe: t 
Hall meeting with Lord Cecil. It had been agreed to 
omit the terms of the resolution from the advertisements 
of the meeting. But Lord Cecil had felt strongly that, 
since the meeting was primarily to tell the public some­
thing about the work of the I.P.C., the words "Inter­
national Peace Campaign'1 should remain in the title of 
the meeting, and that the name of the Union should appear 
on the top of the poster and handbill.

It was reported that M. Hambro, Dr. Alice Masaryk 
and M. Rolin hud agreed to speak at tile meeting.
M. Paul Boncour had been invited to take the place of 
M. Herriot who was presented by ill health from accepting 
the invitation to speak at the meeting.
Honorary Tr ,usurer. It was unanimously

RESOLVED: "That Lord Lytton be invited to allow his name 
to be proposcd tn the General Council in June 
for clcciioh as Honorary Treasurer of the Union 
in succession to Lord ueenborougn. "

(b) Christian Orgunlsat ions Committee. (The Secretary 
reported) Subject to the following decision on Minute 
26, the Minutes of the Committee dated March 17th, 1937 
were approved and adopted.

/Ihese Minutes included (24) Minutes; (25) Reverend 
W.B. Langhorst; (26) Party for Delegates to -l- 
Conferences of Life and Work and Faith and Clu-r;
(27) Prayer for Peace; (28) Life and Work Conference;
(29) Faith and Order Conference; (30) Observance 
of Armistice Sunday; (31) a Christian Policy for 
Europa; (32) Composition of Committee; (33) Work in 
the Provinces; (34) Corporate Membership; (35) 
Applications for Corporate Membership^/
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On Minute'26 - Party for Delegates to the Con- 
ferences'of Life and Work and Faith and Order, 
it was reported that the party would cost between 
£10 and £12, and it was
RESOLVED: "That, subject to the approval of the 

■ 'Finance Cemmittee, this Minute be approved 
and adopted."

(c) Editorial Committee. The Minutes of the Committee 
dated March 18th, 1937 were approved and adopted.

/These Minutes included (14) Minutes; (15) 
Pictures for Schools; (16) Posters; (17) 
HEADWAY; (18). History of the Union./

(d) Industrial Advisory Committee. (Lady Hall reported) 
Subject to the following decision on Minute 32, the 
Minutes of the Committee dated March 18th, 1937 were 
approved and adopted.

/These Minutes included (26) Minutes; (27) Con­
stitution of Committee for 1937; (28) Speakers 
on the I.L.O.; (29) Publicity for the I.L.O.; 
(30) Conference on "The Shorter Working Week"; 
(31) L.N.U. Party to International Labour Con­
ference; (32) Deputation to Minister of Labour;

' (33)Conferences on the I.L.O.; (34) questions 
in Parliament; (35) M. Gillinder’s Report; 136) 

‘ General Council of the. League of Nations Union;
(37) Factories Bill Campaign Committee; (38) 
Trades Union Congress at Norwich; (39) Industrial 
Affiliations./

On Minute 12 — Deputation to Minister of Labour, 
it was
RESOLVED: "That Mr. Mills be asked to discuss with the 

Minister's Private Secretary the Union’s 
request that he should .receive a deputa­
tion; and. that consideration of the last 
resolution in Minute 32 of the Industrial 
Advisory Committee's meeting be. adjourned 
pending a report-of Mr. Mills' negotiations!!

MINUTE'S. Subject to the following repertand decision on 
Minutes 76, 83 and 86, the Minutes of the Committee dated 
March 18th, 1937 were confirmed as circulated.

On Minute 79 — Branch Resolutions, it was, on the 
motion of Admiral Drury-Lowe,
RESOLVED: (1) "That every opportunity be taken of 

giving publicity to the positive con­
structive work of the League of Nations 
and, in particular, that speakers be 
urged, through SPEAKERS NOTES, to em­
phasise this aspect of the League's work 
in their speeches." P.T.O.
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The chairman stated that on looking further into the 
correspondence with the Stockport Branch, he felt that 
it was unnecessary for him to send a detailed reply 
to their resolution, and it was
RSSOLVD: (2) "That the” decision recorded in paragraph 

(2) of Minute 79 he rescinded; and that 
the Secretary he asked to write to the 
Stockport Branch, thanking them for 
their resolution, informing them that 
the whole question of Re-armament is at 
present under consideration by the Execu­
tive Committee whose report will shortly 
he available; and asking them, in these 
circumstances, to reconsider their 
resolution in the light of the Execu­
tive's statement.

On Minute 83 - Communication from Cole- 1 as ford,
Dr. Garnett reported a letter aaccd March 19th from 
Major Fetherston-Gouley r.gr.tting that he was unable 
to accept the Executive‘s invitation; but stating that 
he would put the matter before the next meeting of tne 
.National Executive Council of the Legion and ask if 
one of the members of that body would join the Union s

.. Conmittce. ..

* On Minute’-86, - ad dis ixhaba, the Chairman reported 
that he had" written to Mr. Eden on March loth asking 
him if he would be good enough to receive a deputa­
tion from the Executive. Inu Foreign Secretary in 
reply had stated that he could not receive a deputation 
before Easter, and Dr. Murray was now in communication 
with Mr. Eden with a view to arranging a meeting after 
Easter.

SECOND NATIONAL YOUTH GROUPS COUNCIL. The Executive con- 
sidered-the' (ad journed) .Minutes of the Second National 

"Youth Groups Council held’on January loth and 1(Un, 1937 • 
They also had before.-them a note prepared by n- ~-cretary 

-indicating tne action- which it was proposed the Executive 
should take on the recommendations of the Youth Groups 
Council, together with a proccdur. recomn.l dod by Lord 
Cecil, Dr. Murray, Lord Lytton and the Youth Committee for 
dealing with future recommendations of the N.Y.G.C.
After discussion it was

on Minute 19 — Recruiting and Re-armament, and on 
Minute 20 — Regional pacts, 

4■ -
RESOLVED: That considurtion of the recommendation of 

the Youth Groups, Council be adjourned until 
the General Council has decided, in the light 
of the Executive's report now in course of 
preparation, what should be the Union's 
attitude'to British re-armament."
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On Minute 21 — Manufacture of Arms,

RESOLVED: “That, instead of reminding H.M. Government of 
the Peace Ballot majority in favour of pro­
hibiting by international agreement the 
private manufacture of arms, the Executive 
should, for the present, concentrate its 
effort upon getting the recommendations of the 
Royal Commission's Report adopted."

On Minute 22 - Air Raid Precautions,

RESOLVED; “That, while believing that it is better to 
concentrate the Union’s' efforts upon helping 
the Foreign Office to prevent the next war 
rather than upon condemning the Home Office 
for attempting to mitigate its consequences, 
the Executive should continue to press upon 
H.M. Government theneed for the abolition of 
all national military aircraft and.the inter­
national c ontrol or internationalisation of 
civil aviation as recommended by the General 
Council of the Union at Cambridge in 1935.

On_ Minute 22 — Military and Naval Dis plays < .

RESOLVED; "That the representatives of the National Youth 
Groups Council on the General Council of the 
Union be invited to make their proposals about 
military tattoos, navy weeks and the like to 
the General Council, since that body has already 
passed resolutions on the subject."

On Minute 2^ — Colonies and Mandates,

RESOLVED: "That this recommendation be adjourned for con­
sideration along with certain proposals likely 
to be made by the Christian Organisations Com­
mittee on the same subject in the near future.u

On Minute 24 - Tribunal -in Equity.

RESOLVED; "That the National Youth Groups Council be 
informed that the Executive is continuing its 
efforts to agree with the New Commonwealth upon 
a proposal to be submitted to the General 
Council at Torquay concerning the creation of a 
Permanent Tribunal in Equity."

It was further

RESOLVED: "That the following procedure for dealing with 
' future recommendations of the National Youth 

■ Groups Council, proposed by Lord Cecil, Dr.
-Murray, Lord Lytton and the Youth Committee in 
accordance with Minute 54 of the Executive 
Committee, be approved and adopted ; .
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The minutes of the N.Y.G.C., before 

being circulated to the Executive Committee, 
shall be submitted to the President, Chairman 
and Vice-Chairman, who will prepare a short 
report to accompany the Minutes to the Execu­
tive . The report will indicate how much 
of the minutes should be received, which of 
the recommendations to the Executive should be 
acted upon, and what should be a one about the 
other recommendations. With this short 
report before them, the Executive should have 
little difficulty in quickly reaching 
decisions."

95. UNION POLICY aND MEMBERSHIP. The Executive considered 
a memorandum (5.G.8086) by admiral Drury-Lowe on ’Union 
Policy and Membership'. He said that he had submitted 
his memorandum because of the concern caused to many 
people at the present time by the numerous resignations 
from the Union in different parts of the country. He 
suggested that, in framing resolutions, especially on 
subjects involving certain differences of opinion, it 
should be borne in mind that the main object of the Union 
was to increase public support for the League of Nations 
by all classes, irrespective of party political opinions.

Dr. Murray felt that although the League and the 
Union had been passing through a bad time, things were 
now on the up-grade and that, as the situation improved, 
the Union would regain the members it had lost. The 
Chairman spoke of the vast amount of work done by the Union 
to explain the League to the people of England generally 
and mentioned, in particular, the work of the Education 
and Christian Organisations Committees. But, like the 
constructive work of the League, he felt that the main 
educational work of the Union was apt to be rather over­
looked .

Lord Cecil expressed the opinion that the Union's 
course should be,' as it always had been, to welcome 
support from everybody but not to modify the essential 
views which it held. After further discussion it was 
RESOLVED: "That Admiral Drury-Lowe's memorandum be

received with thanks (see Minute 93(1) 
above)."

96. INTERNATIONAL PEaCE C^iMPAIGN. Lord Cecil reported on the 
recent Geneva meetings of the R.U.P. which had been 
attended by representatives of twenty-five countries, 
including Austria and Hungary, and by representatives of 
• number of international organisations, including the 
World Alliance of the Churches, C.I.A.M.A.C., the Co­
operative Women's Guild'and the Federation of League of 
Nations Societies and others.

It was suggested,that some information about the 
work of the R.U.P. should be given in HEADWAY and that 
extracts from the International Bulletin might be used 
for this purpose. It was suggested that copies of the 
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International Bulletin should he circulated to members 
of the Executive Committee for their information. Lord 
Cecil stated that he was writing an article for the April 
number of HLADn.

In reply to a question from Mrs. Corbett Ashby, the 
Secretary said that, in his next circular letter to Branch 
Secretaries of the Union, he would mention the PEACE WEEK 
HANDBOOK published by the I.P.C. Lady Hall asked 
whether copies of an illustrated leaflet describing the 
literature published by the I.?.C. for use in Peace Weeks 
could be sent to the Union’s Branches. The I.P.C. would 
supply the leaflets for this purpose. It was suggested 
that Lady Hall should discuss this matter with Dr. 
Garnett. It was
RESOLVED: “That the Minutes of the meeting of the British 

National Committee of the I.P.C. dated March 
9th, be received."

RE-ARMAMENI. Dr. Murray reported that, following the 
meeting of the ke-armament sub-Committee on Friday, March 
19th, a new draft report had been prepared and would be 
sent to all the members of the sub-Committee for their 
approval. He thought it would not be necessary to have 
another meeting of the sub-Committee and he hoped that the 
report would be circulated to the executive in time for 
consideration at their next meeting on April th.
ADDIS ABABA. The attention of the Executive was drawn to 
a letter appearing in TH 1IME3 that morning over the 
signatures of the Archbishop of York, Lord Cecil, Lord 
Lytton, Lord Allen, Mr. Lloyd George, Dr. Murray, Sir 
Arthur Salter, Mr. H.G. Wells, Sir Archibald Sinclair and 
others. It was proposed that the Executive Committee 
should associate itself publicly with that letter.

It was further suggested that the Union might appoint 
a small Committee to conduct an unofficial enquiry into 
recent events in Addis hbaba. The Chairman stated that 
he was hoping shortly to receive information from American 
sources and would prefer to defer any proposed enquiry 
until this information was available. Lady Gladstone 
suggested that a large amount of information could be ob­
tained through the French Railways.

After further discussion it was

RESOLVED: (1) "The Executive Committee of the League of 
Nations Union

Profoundly shocked by the apparently 
well-attested reports of massacres com­
mitted by the Italians in adis Abuba, 
feeling that such barbarities would con­
stitute a menace to the whole of our 
Christian civilisation and fearful of the 
effect which the condonation of them would 
produce on the relation of white and coloured 
peoples throughout the world,
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Trusts that H.M. Government will support 
the request of the Emperor of Abyssinia 
for a full and impartial enquiry into the 
facts by the League of Nations."

(2) "That this resolution be imrediately com­
municated to H.M. Government, to the press 
and to the Union’s Branches."

The Executive were distressed to learn of the death in 
Addis Ababa of the two sons of Dr. Martin, the Ethiopian 
Minister, and it was . .
RESOLVED: (3) "That the Chairman be asked to send a 

message of condolence to Dr. Martin.11

99. SPaIN. The Executive discussed the appeal of the Spanish 
Government to the League and it was
FSOLVD: (L)‘Ihat the situation arising out of the Spanish

Government's appeal to the League be further 
.considered by the Executive at its next ■ 
meeting." -

The Executive also considered (adjourned) Minute 8 
of the Youth Committee dated February 6th and Minute 25 ' 
dated. March’6 th. It was

RESOLVED: (2) “That, while. the Executive' regards the
resolution on Spain submitted to the Execu­
tive Committee of B.Y.P.h. as well worthy 
of discussion, the. resolution be not
officially supported by representatives of 
the Youth Committee at the Manchesterul1e -ouul -ollllUee U 

\ AS sembly of B.Y.P.A .
100, MEETINGS 0, CUIIVE. On the motion of Lord Cecil it was

RESOLVED; (1) "That, as a general rule, the Committee
shall meet on Thursdays; and that it is

' undesirable, that any change in this urrange- 
ment should be made without the authority 
of the Executive Committee."

(2) “That, in accordance with the decision con- 
tuined in Minute 88 of March loth, no ' 
meetings of the Executive take place on

101 CARLISLE peace WEEK. The Executive had before them an 
extract from the CUMBERLAND EVENING NEWS of March 15th, 
concerning a recent Peace Week in Carlisle', circulated at 
the request of Brig.-General Spears. J : the absence of 
General Spears it was .
RSOLVLD: "that consideration of this item he' adjourned 

until the next meeting." ■
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102.

103.

^CCMCMC C0-0Pru^ i TOH. Lord allen drew the 
azven 110 n.or theExecusuve 30 a deputation organised by the National Peace Council which had waited on Prime Minister on the previous day on the select one 
"Peace, and Economic Co-operation". Lord Allen suggested 
that the reply given by the Prime Minister to Theugesved 
deputation, which in his opinion was very nsatiSfactorv ^oKS.*0-‘s -conrmie 0.2156550202
RE3OLVGD: "That Lord Allen's suggestion be approved and 

Cu up bell .

C-ADIaNL--GULOBLNATICNSSOGTGrY. The Secretary read 
No.thaEx cubive , cablegram from the Canadian League of 
of on” of oc1et/,sk106 ••nether there was any possibility 
Annual” Union leaders being able to attend their
was 1 Conferonce to be held rrom May 2bth to 28th. It

RESOLVED: "That the Secretary be asked to ascertain
whetner any member of the Executive would be able to visit Canada at that time."
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104.

105.

106.

MINUTES OF A MEETING 01 
14, GROSVENOR CR_SCONT

LEAGUE OF NATIONS UNION. 4.37

ECUTIVE COVMIIIEE HELD AT 
, 8.W. 1., ON IHURSDAY,

PRESENT; Dr. Gilbert Murray (in the Chair), Vyvyun 
Adams, Commander P.G. Agnew, P.J. Noel Baker, 
Major Anthony Buxton, Captain V.A. Cazalet, 
Lord Cecil, Miss Judith Corcoran, a.C. Crossley, 
Miss K.D. Courtney, Lord Dickinson, Mrs.
Dugdale, Miss Philippa Fawcett, Lady Gladstone, 
Lady Hall, Sir John Harris, Lord Lytton, James 
Macdonald, Sir Arthur Salter, Councillor H.F. 
Shaw, Nowell Smith, General Spears, General 
Temperley, together with the Secretary and the 
Deputy Secretary.

riPOLCGIES FOR ABSENCE were received fromw. Arnold-Forster, 
Mrs. Beale, Lady Violet Bonham Carter, the Dean of 
Chichester, Admiral Drury-Lowe, Miss M. Graves, Sir Arthur 
Haworth, Sir Archibald Sinclair and Major Lawrence 
Wright.

SIR ARTHUR SaLTER. The Chairman welcomed Sir Arthur 
Salter who was attending the Executive Committee for the 
first time.

REPORTS OF COWiITTI

(a) Refugees Committee. (Mrs. Dugdale reported) The 
Minutes of the Committee dated March 18th, 1937 were 
approved and adopted.

/These Minutes included (10) Minutes; (11) 
Statement by the President of the Nansen 
Office; (12) Interview with Jewish Organisa­
tion; (13) Interview with the Russian Ambassa­
dor; (14) The Dominion Governments and the 
Refugees Problem; (15) Policy of the Union 
■and the International Federation of League of 
Nations Societies./

_Q-tion:>l Federation of League of Nations Societies,

General
Mrs. Dugdale expressed her willingness to move the 
resolution at the Annual Meeting of the ' 
Council at Torquay.

(b) Industrial Advisory Committee. (Minute 
It was reported that in accordance with 33 of 18.3.37) 

the Executive's 
Secretary to 
had stated that

request, Mr. Mills had seen the Private 
the Minister of Labour. The Secretary 
the Minister wished first to receive a memorandum on 
the points the Union's deputation wished to raise 
in order that he might decide whether it was necessary 

~ deputabion. me Minister was, however, 
excaedinely busy nt the prosent time and, even if he 
cnenged his mind, the Secretary did not think it would
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be possible for the Minister to receive the deputation 
for some weeks. Mr. Mills had asked whether the 
Minister would prefer that the Union should go direct 
to the Minister of Mines concerning the Coal Mines Con­
vention and to the Board of Trade concerning the Mari­
time Conventions. The Secretary had replied that the 
Ministry of Labour was glad to be used as the channel 
of communic tion concerning International Labour Con­
ventions, but he thought the question was one which the 
Minister himself would decide when the memoranda were 
submitted.

After discussion it was
RESOLVED ‘Ihet further consideration of this matter be 

adjourned for three weeks, and that, in the 
meantime, Sir John Harris be asked, if an 
opportunity presents itself, to discuss with 
the Minister of Labour the Executive's desire 
that he should receive a deputation."

107 BRANCH 1E30LUIIONS. The Executive received resolutions 
from the Battersea Branch, the Essex Federal Council und 
the Plymouth Branch. It was
RLSOLVED: (1) That the Battersea Branch be thanked for 

their resolution."
(2) “That the Essex Federal 

for their resolutions; 
to paragraph (3), they

Council be thanked 
and that, in regard 

be reminded of the
resolution adoptod by the Executive on 
March 23rd and immediately communicated to 
H.M. Government."

108.

(3) 'That since the report of the Investigation 
Committee to the General Council contains
a recommendation concerning the Union's 
.activities in regard to films * 
sideration of the resolution :
Plymouth Branch be adjourned 
receipt of the investigation 
report."

>, further con- 
from the 
pending the 
Committee's

MINUTES. Subject to the following decision 
and 103, the Minutes of the last meeting of the Committee 
held on March 23rd, 1937 were confirmed as circulated.

on Minutes 102

gn_Minute 102 - Peace and Economic Co-operation 
Sir Arthur Salter reported that a C^2 
National Peace Council was considering the reply 
81Ven by the Prime Minister to their deputation on 
Pence and Economic Co-operation", copies of which 

hdbesn circulated to the Executiv. for their in­
formation and to the Economic Committee for con­
sideration and report. The 
keep in close touch with Mr. 
matter.

Committee of the

Secretary- was asked to 
Gerald Bailey in this
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Sir Arthur Salter expressed his willingness to 

prepare a memorandum, suggesting action which the 
Union might take on the subject of the Prime Minister s 
reply to the National Peuce Council's deputation, 
for consideration by the Union's Economic Committee.

Cn Minute 103 — Canadian League of Nations Society., 
the Secretary reported that he had been unable to 
find any member of the Executive who would be able to 
visit Canada during the Annual Conference of the 
Canadian League of Nations Society from May 26th to 
28th. It was
RESOLVED: "That the Secretary be asked to enquire 

whether Sir Herbert Ames would be willing 
to represent the Union at the Canadian 
Society's Annual Conference."

109. B.B.C.'S MOTTO. Lord Lytton read to the Executive a 
letter dated March 23rd which he had received from Mr. 
R.C. Norman, the Chairman of the B.B.C. Mr. Norman. 
stated that there was no question of the B.B.C.’s going 
back on the League of Nations and changing its motto 
on that account as a matter of deliberate policy. 
"QUAECUNQUE" , which was suggested as long ago as 1931 and 
had been in use since 1933, had been adopted as an 
alternative and not as the B.B.C.'s sole motto. One of 
its merits was brevity. The "Nation shall speak" motto 
had the disadvantage of being very long for a motto and 
the further disadvantage that it was too narrow and even 
misleading in its impliction for it suggested that the 
B.B.C. was primarily an international service. It was

RESOLVED: "That no further action be taken."
I no. CARLISLE PEACE WEEK. The Executive had before them an 

extract from' the CUMBERLAND EVENING NEWS of March 15th 
on the subject of the Carlisle Peace Week and circulated 
at the request of General Spears.

Dr. Garnett reported that he understood from the 
Secretary of the local Branch at Carlisle that the Union 
had had no official connection with the Peace Week. Lord 
Cecil suggested that it would have been well if the local 
Branch had immediately sent note to the press to this 
effect.

Lady Hall drew the attention of the Executive to a 
paragraph in the April circular letter to Branch Secre­
taries on the subject of "Peace ’Weeks" and reported a 
letter she had received from Mr. Arnold Forster strongly 
expressing the view that no change in the name "Peace Week" 
such as that proposed in the circular letter should be made. 
Lurd Cecil also expressed the opinion that it would be 
better to continue the use of “Peace Week".
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111. tw^nmTTONAL PEACE CAMPAIGN. Lady Hall reported that 
+-gOint Appeals Committee between the Union and the 
I P.C. was holding its first meeting that afternoon. 
She hoped that by this means the Union and the I. P.C. 
would be able to overcome their financial difficulties. 
But there remained certain difficulties of organisation, 
and she suggested that the executive should consider 
appointing another small Committee to deal WitnSuen 
questions. Lady llall thought that such a. Committee 
would provide a means of promoting closer co-operation 
between the two bodies.

Dr. Garnett reminded the Committee that the Union 
was already represented on the Executive Committee of 
the I.P.C. .nd suggested that this representation might 
be strengthened if necessary.

Lord Cecil did not favour the setting up of another 
Committee and suggested that difficulties of organisa­
tion could be dealt with better by meetings between the 
officers of the I.P.C. and the Union. After discussion 
it was
RESOLVED: "That Lord Cecil's suggestion be adopted.”

112. BRITISH nHvlxIvlENTS. The Executive had before them a 
revised draft of the Report of the sub-Committee ..on 
British Armaments (S.G.8941) prepared by Dr. Murray 
in the light of suggestions made by members of the sub­
committee after their last meeting. The Committee ex­
pressed their gratitude to Dr. Murray for his careful 
preparation of the document.

Lord Lytton urged that, with a view to obtaining 
the sub-Committee's unanimous approval of the report, 
the revised draft should be referred back to them before 
being considered by the Executive,

Mr. Crossley expressed the hope that the sub­
committee would carefully consider the possibility of 
retaining the bracketed sentence on page 5 of the report 
which seemed to him to be the logical conclusion of the 
preceding argument. But Mr. Noel Baker and Mr. Macdonald 
stated that they would be unable to accept the document 
if the bracketed sentence were retained. After dis­
cussion it was
RESOLVED: "That the sub-Committee be asked to meet and 

. to. consider the revised draft Report before 
it is again submitted to the Executive on 
April 15th."

113. SPaIN. The Executive Committee further considered the 
Spanish Government's Note to the League.

Lord Cecil reminded the Executive that the Non- 
Intervention Committee could take no action except with 
the unanimous consent of all the members. If, therefore 
it was proposed to send a Commission of Enquiry into
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Spain he thought it would be better to do so through the 
League where all the necninery was available. The 
present situation was an immense danger to international 
affairs and a great scandal to civilisation. The proper 
body to take action was the League and the League ought» 
in the first place, to ascertain what was actually taking 
place by sending a Commission to both parts of Spain.

The Executive were reminded of the resolution which 
they adopted on December 3rd and which was endorsed by 
the General Council on December 17th.

General Spears and General Temperley supported Lord 
Cecil. But General Temperley spoke of the difficulty 
of getting not only the Spanish Government but also General 
Franco to accept the proposed Commission of Inquiry.

After further discussion it was, on the motion of 
Sir Arthur Salter, seconded by Mr. Macdonald, 

RESOLVED: (1) "Seeing that the intervention of foreign
powers in Spain appears to have reached 
dimensions which constitute not merely a 
gross breach of international law but an 
immediate danger to the peace of Europe; and

That the League of Nations, whose 
duty it is to deal with such dangers, has 
for the time being allowed its task to be 
entrusted to the Non-Intervention Com­
mittee, a body whose every action appears 
to be hampered or inhibited by diplomatic 
obstacles,

The Executive Committee of the League 
of Nations Union urges His Majesty’s 
Government to propose at the Council of the 
League that, unless the Non-Intervention 
Committee can, without delay, either put 

.a check on intervention or at least in­
stitute an impartial and effective enquiry 
into the facts of the case, the League 
itself should resume its normal duty and 

. send to both parts of Spain an impartial 
y commission to report on the existing situa­

tion and the best means of restoring peace.“

(Note. The wording of the resolution was 
left to the Chairman who drafted it as 
above after the meeting.)

(2) “That the above resolution be immediately 
communicated to H.M. Government and to the 
press."

114. ADDIS aBaBA. 
Executive to Sir John Harris drew the attention of the 

the propaganda continually being issued from• - . -— -FO- ------J •--ME oouEu -IUl 
2-e gD°ut the present situation in Abyssinia. He hoped 
xnat if a deputation from the Executive waited upon
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Mr. Eden it would not confine itself to dealing with 
the massacres in Addis Ababa but would urge the Govern­
ment to do what had been done frequently in the past 
and to publish- such portions as they felt able of their 
Consular Reports.

Dr. Murray stated that in his last letter to Mr.
Eden he had suggested that, in view of the obvious diffi­
culties in the way of publishing reports of the British 
Consul, it might be possible to have information from the 
British, American and French Consuls examined and 
published by some neutral body.

Mr. Noel Baker suggested that the Members of the 
League should be asked to submit their information con­
fidentially to a Commission of Inquiry who could then 
without compromising any individual Government, make a 
report on the basis of the information supplied to them. 
After further discussion it was
RESOLVED: (1) "That the Chairman be asked to write again 

to Mr. Eden, asking him to receive a de- 
putation from the Executive as soon as 
possible, and that, if he is unable to do 
so, a detailed memorandum setting forth 
the Executive’s views be prepared for 
communication to the Foreign Secretary."

(2) "That the Secretariat be asked to prepare 
a memorandum quoting the precedents in 
recent British history for the publication 
by H.M. Government of information concerning 
the present situation in Abyssinia."

CO-OPTATION.---- ~ ^-A'^iERS OF H.M. GOVERNMENT TO THE GENERAL
Ine Executive considered the following resolu­

tion adopted by the Executive Committee of the London 
Regional Federation on March 16th, 1937:

"That in future no member of a Government be 
eligible for co-optation to the League of Nations 
Union Council."

mhenExe of H t- had before them a list of appointments of 
members of Hi. Government made at the last meeting of 
the General Council in June, 1936. 6

intone tn Tawcett explained that the L.R.F. did not pntendstheir recommendation to include the Honorary 
did no? At Vicerrresidents of the Union. The L.R.F. 
ttev thoSht A eribic1sc any individual member, but 
mheytnouent.it would de better if members of the Govern- ment were not co-opted to the Council. Since the G ndr. 
Cnunpol.wos.the.body, which de termined in the last resort' hvo Pon 1X.or.the Union, they considered it undesirable to attend th? ? body members who could not be expected to
vtend the Council's meetings.
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The Executive were reminded that, with the 
exception of Dr. Burgin, all the members of the 
Government who had been co-opted members of the 
Council were ex-members of the Executive Committee* 
After discussion it was

RESOLVED: "That no action be taken on the resolu­
tion of the London Regional Federation 
Executive Committee."

116. DR. GaRNETT. The Chairman read to the Committee 
a cablegram which the Secretary had received from 
Sir Herbert Ames, inviting him, if satisfactory 
financial arrangements could be made, to attend 
a League of Nations Conference at the University 
of Virginia from July 12th to 18th. It was 

RESOLVED: "That the Secretary be granted three 
weeks'leave of absence in order to 
attend the Conference."
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CONFIDENTIAL LEaGUS OF N.TIONS UNION
C.13 -
19.4.37-

MINurs OF A MESTIIIG OF THE EXECUTIVE CONMITLEB HELD AT 
14 “AvEMQR ORESCENT, LONDON, s.1. 1., ON THIURSDnY, 

14 ’ APRIL 151H, 1937 AT 11 h.M.

PRESENT: Dr Gilbert Murray (in the Chair), Commander 
A-new. Lord Allen, Sir Norman Angell, Mrs. 
Corbett Ashby, P.J. Noel Baker, F.M. Burris, 
captain V.A. Cazalet, Lord Cecil, Miss Judith 
Corcoran, A.C. Crossley, Miss K.D. Courtney, 
Admiral Drury-Lowe, Mrs. Dugdale, Miss Philippa 
Fawcett, W. Arnold-Forster, Miss M. Lloyd 
George, Lady Gladstone, Lady Hall, Sir John 
Harris, Arthur Henderson, Dr. Kimmins, Sir 
Arthur Suiter, Sir Archibald Sinclair, Nowell 
Smith, General Spears, H.S. Syrett, Major 
Lawrence Wright together with the Secretary 
and the Deputy Secretary.

117. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Vyvyan Adams, 
Mrs. E.P. Beale, Major Anthony Buxton, the Dean of 
Chichester, Miss M. Graves, Sir Arthur Haworth, Lady 
Leyton, James Macdonald, Miss Eleanor Rathbone, and 
General Temperley.

118. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.
(a) Christian Organisations Committee. (Dr. Garnett 

reported). Subject.to the following decision on 
Minutes 38, 39 and 42, the Minutes of the Committee 
dated April 7th, 1937 were approved and adopted.

/These Minutes included (37) Minutes; (38) 
A Christian Policy for Europe; (39) Life and 
Work Conference; (40) Faith and Order Conference; 
(41) Party for Delegates to the Conferences of 
Life and Work ana Faith and Order;. (42) Report 
of Baptist Union on Peace and War; (43) Albert 
Hall Meeting; (44) Applications for Corporate 
Membership;/

On Minute ^8 - a Christian Policy for Europe, it was
RESOLVED; “That consideration of this Minute be ad­

journed until the next meeting of the 
Executive, and that, in the meantime, 
copies of the paper, GERMANY AND GENEVA, 
be circulated to the Committee."

On Minute ^9 - LIFE AND WORK Conference, it was

RESOLVED: "That consideration of this Minute be ad­
journed until the next meeting of the Execu 
tive, and that, in the meantime, copies 
of the statement prepared by the Dean of 
Chichester for the Oxford Conference on 
LIFE AND WORK be circulated to the Com­
mittee."
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On Minute 42 - Report of Baptist Union on Peace and 
War, the Chairman stated that the Secretary would be 
glad to. send a copy of the Baptist Union’s report to 
any members of the Executive who wished to have one.

(b) second National Youth Groups Council. It was

RESOLVED: "That Minute 23 of the Youth Groups
Council dated January 16/17th be 
adjourned for consideration at the next 
meeting of the Executive along with 
Minute 38 of the Christian Organisations 
Committee of April 7th."

119. BRANCH RESOLUTION, The Executive further considered a 
resolution received from the Plymouth Branch Committee 

- and it was

RESOLVED: "That the Plymouth Branch be thanked for their
resolution and be informed that the subject 
with which it deals is receiving,the attention 
of the Executive Committee'."

120. MINUTES. Subject to the following decision,and report 
on Minutes 108 and 114, the Minutes of the Committee 
dated April 8th, 1937 were confirmed as circulated.

■ On Minute 108 — 102 — Peace and Economic Co-operation, 
''Sir Arthur ■ Salter understood that at the last meeting 
it had been decided that the Executive should consider 
the action to.be taken on the-Prime Minister’s reply to 
the National Peace Council’s deputation without waiting 
for the. matter to be discussed by the Economic Com­
mittee. He understood that the Economic Committee 
would not be meeting until the end of April and he 
thought it difficult, after so long an interval, to pro­
duce a memorandum commenting on a Government statement 
of March 22nd. But in view of the record in the Execu­
tive’s minutes Sir Arthur Salter had prepared some 
comments on the Prime Minister's statement and had also 
supplied a memorandum on' "A New Opportunity for Foreign 

-Trade": which might be considered by the Economic Com­
mittee when drafting their statement.

- Sir Arthur .Salter said that he had also prepared 
some material for.the national Peace Council who were 
drafting a reply to the Prime Minister’s statement. 
He suggested that the Union might be able to associate 
itself with the communication of the National Peace 
Council. But he thought the Union should also consider 
communicating both to the Government and to the press 
another memorandum of its own. He doubted whether 
such a memorandum could go much further than to em- 
PhaSise the very great political advantage of effective 

-co-operation between the United States, this country and 
prance in enlarging the spheres of international trade.
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Mr. Arnold Forster reported conversations he had 

had recently with Mr. Cordell Hull and urged the im- 
dortance of obtaining some response from the British 
Government to the American initiative.

Lord Cecil expressed the opinion that from a 
political point of view nothing was more important than 
to secure broad co-operation between the United StteS 
and Great Britain. In regard to the particular economic 
question, he hoped the Union would make every effort to 
induce H.M. Government to support the eppeal of the United 
States and it was important that this should be done 
before the meeting of the Imperial Conference.

Dr. Murray suggested that the Executive should 
consider passing a general resolution, stressing the 
great importance of economic co-operation between this 
country, France and the United States, -nd th., in 
addition, the Economic Committee should be asked, in con­
sultation with Sir Arthur Salter, to prepare • detailed 
memorandum to which it might not be necessary to pledge 
the agreement of all members of the Executive. A-uer 
further discussion it was

121

122

RESOLVED: iTni.t a resolution framed in general terms be 
prepared for consider tion by the Executive 
at its next meeting; and that the Economic 
Committee, in consultation with: Sir Arthur 
Salter, be asked to meet immediately and to 
prepare a detailed memorandum for the Execu­
tive's consideration."

On Minute 114 - Addis Ababa, the Chairman reported that 
he had received a letter from Mr. Eden stating that he 
would like to receive a deputation from the Executive 
but that he was unable to fix a date at the moment.

BRITISH ARMAMENTS . The Executive hud before them the 
revised Statement on British hrmaments (8.G.0941a) which 
had been unanimously adopted by the sub-Committee at its 
meeting on April' 12th, 1937. After expressing their 
gratitude to Dr. Murray for all that he had done in the 
preparation of the statement, the Executive unanimously

RESOLVED: "That the /attached/ revised St.tement on
British Armaments (S.G. 894la) be accepted for 
submission to the General Council at its Annual 
Meeting in Torquay in June."

INVESTIGATION COMMITTEE. The Executive had before them 
the Interim Report of the Committee appointed at the 
request of the General. Council in June, 1936 to investigate 
the income and expenditure of the Union as a whole 
(D.S.2238). After the resolution of the General Council 
had been read and a report made by the. Secretary on the 
constitution of the Committee, it was, on the motion of 
Mr. Syrett,
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RESOLVED: (1) "That the Interim Report of the Investiga­
tion Committee be referred tothe Finance 
Committee for consideration'and report."

(2) "That notice be given in the Preliminary 
Agenda for the General Council that an 
Interim Report will be included in the 
Final Agenda."

123. LIAISON COMMITTEE BETWEEN THE UNION nND THE NEW COMMON- 
WEALTH. The Executive had before them the Minutes of 
the meeting of the Liaison Committee dated April 7th, 
1937. It was
RESOLVED: (1) “That the Minutes of the Liaison Committee 

dated April 5th, 1937 be approved and 
adopted."

(2) "That notice be given in the Preliminary 
Agenda for the General Council that a 
motion on Collective Security is now in 
course of preparation by the Union and the 
New Commonwealth, and that the text of the 
motion will be published in the Final 
Age n da."

124. INTERNATIONAL CUi<RENCY. The Executive had before them a 
statement^on International Currency (S.G.8950) prepared 
by the Economic Committee for submission to the General 
Council in accordance with the request made by the Council 
at its last meeting in December, 1936* It was
RESOLVED; "That the /attached/ statement on International 

Currency (S.G.8950) be approved and adopted for 
submission to the General Council,at its 
meeting in Torquay in June." \

125. SPAIN, ' The Executive considered the situation in Spain, 
but felt that there was no further action the Union could 
take at the present time.

The Secretary reported that the memorandum asked for 
in Minute 114 of the last meeting of the Executive was now 
in course of preparation and would, he hoped, be available 
at the next meeting of the Committee.

Mr. Noel Baker drew the attention of the Executive 
to a book recently published by Longman's entitled WAR 
IN SPAIN by Miss Freda White. The Secretary stated that 
copies were on sale in the Union’s Book Room, and the 
hope was expressed that the book would be reviewed in 
HEALWAY.

. 126. PREPARATION FOR aND operation of economic and military 
SANCTIONS. In the absence of General Temperley and at 
his request it was
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RESOLVED: "That reconsideration of the decision con­
tained in Minute 50(42) of the Executive
dated February 16th be adjourned until General 
Temperley can be present."

ABYSSINIANREDCHOSSAEROPLANE. On the motion of Lady 
Gladstone and at the request of the Union's Auditors, it 
was
RESOLVED: (1) "That expenditure amounting to approximately

£432 (for which it has naturally not been 
possible to produce formal vouchers or 
receipts) incurred by Captain Brophil and 
Count von Rosen in connection with the 
expedition in the Red Cross aeroplane 
undertaken on behalf of the League of Nation 
Nations Union to Western Abyssinia, be 
approved and charged against Donations etc. 
received for the expedition."

Lady Gladstone reported that the Fund had a balance in 
hand at the present time amounting to £467 und that, in 
addition, there still remained one aeroplane unsold. 
She proposed that the balance available when the fund was 
finally closed should be given to the Abyssinian Refugee 
Relief Fund which had just been inaugurated and whose 
Committee w is presided over by Sir Sydney Barton. It 
was, on the motion of Mr. Syrett,
RESOLVED. (2) “That the Executive Committee expresses its

high appreciation of Lady Gladstone's 
great services in this matter, and approves ‘ 
her proposal to pay to the Abyssinian 
Refugee Relief Fund the balance standing 
to the credit of her Red Cross Aeroplane 
Fund."

Lady Gladstone expressed her gratitude to the officers 
of the Union who had helped her with the administration 
of the aeroplane fund.

128. CLOSING OF OFFICE FOK THE CORONATION iiND WHITSUN, It was

RESOLVED: (1) "That the office be closed on Wednesday,
May 12th and from 5.30 p.m. on Friday, 
May 14th until 10 a.m. on Tuesday, May 18th?

(2) “That no meeting of the Executive be held 
on Thursday, May 13th."

. 129. DECLARATION. The attention of the Executive was drawn to
a letter published in THE TIMES of April 14th over the 
signatures of fifteen prominent persons in reply to the 
international Declaration which had been signed in Great 
Britain by leading members of the three political parties 
and by the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Murray and Lord 
Cecil and which appeared in THE TIMES on January 1st. Lord 
Cecil stated that he had already sent a reply to THE TIMES

P.T.O.
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Union.

Tord Allen felt that if the Union was to continue 
tn he a really effective force a carefully prepared reply

ss~ <“■»>“ 
shgaturesntonthe Declaration from prominent people 
throughout the country, and that Bh''nches should be g 
to stand by the principles in which the League has always believed with greater force than ever before.

Sir Archibald Sinclair suggested that instead of 
waiting to obtain the approval of a large number of 
signatories, a reply on the merits of the questions 
raised should be sent to THE TIMES over the spgnnorest 
of one or two office bearers oi the Union. H g 
that the reply should make atundantly clear that the 
Union agreed with the signatories of the letter of apr 
14th on the importance of economic disarmament and oi 
effective peaceful change.

Sir Norman Angell expressed the opinion, that the 
Union did not supply sufficient literature dealing wit 
the point of view of the absolute pacifist and with the 
philosophy of sanctions generally. He proposed to ask 
the Editorial committee to consider this matter in the 
near future..

Mr. Arnold Forster also urged that the Union should 
issue a paper giving a sympathetic answer to the 
’absolute pacifist’ position. He referred to Une 
pamphlet on ’Economic Sanctions’ which he had Prepared 
at the Executive’s request in 1932-

After further discussion it was
RESOLVED. "That it be left to Lord Cecil, in consultation 

with Sir Arthur Salter and Lord Allen, to pre­
pare a letter for publication in THE TIMES and 
that the twelve signatories of the original 
letter be invited to sign it." 
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BRITISH ARMAMENTS —
Revised Statement prepared by the Special Committee /

for submission to the General Council.*

INTRODUCTION
So soon as H.M. Government had begun in the autumn 

of 1936 to foreshadow their plans for the great programme 
of re-armament which has since been. laid before Parlia­
ment, it became clear that differences of opinion existed 
among members of the League of Nations Union concerning 
the necessity and the purpose of so large an increase in 
armaments at a time when the official policy of the 
League Powers still advocated reduction by international 
agreement. at the meeting of the General- Council of 
the Union in December, 1936, the subject provoked an 
animated discussion and finally the following resolution 
was adopted by a majority of those present:

The General Council of the League of Nations 
Union

Expresses the view that the Government will 
not have justified its demand for a large and in­
determinate increase in armaments until it has made 
clear that the purpose for which the Forces of the 
Crown are maintained is to fulfil our obligations 
under the Covenant of the League;

Hesitates to commit the Union and thereby the 
Youth Groups, whose members would be chiefly 
affected, to approval of the re-armament and re­
cruiting campaign until full assurance to that 
effect has been given by the Government ;

Urges H.M. Government immediately to initiate 
consultations with a view to ending the present 
dangerous competition in national armaments and 
to making it urmistakeably clear that their policy 
is one of collective security and international 
disarmament, and to take steps to make this policy 
clear in connection with any recruiting campaign.

This resolution and the critical spirit which it 
expresses evidently responded to the sentiments of 
important sections of the Union's supporters, and in 
particular among its younger members. This will be 
seen from the following resolutions adopted by a 
Conference of the British Universities League of 
Nations Society and the General Council of the League 
of Nations Union Youth Groups:

Resolution of a Conference of the British Universities 
League f nations Society, Oxford, January 10th, 1937.

This Conference of officers and representatives 
of the British Universities League of Nations Society, 
meeting at Oxford on January 10th, 1937 is opposed 
to the unilateral re-armament of Great Britain by a 
Government which has given no reason to believe that 
the armed forces of the Crown would be used for the 
defence of peace by collective action,

.  P. T. 0.

Note. Sections 1 and III to be. printed in smaller type.
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But the Conference would support such re- 
armament as might be proved necessary by inter­
national agreement through the League of nations 
if the Government would first show by action as 
well as by words that the armed forces will be 
used for the defence of world peace by collective 
action.
Resolution of the 2nd General Council of the League 
nf Nations Union Youth Groups, Liverpool, January 
16th-17th, 1937.

This Council viewing with concern the failure 
M Government to pursue unequivocably a League
I • . ,3. ........ ...... -e+ba V- i Acsn 4aof H.M. U O V e I" F — - 15

' nicy in the past, being aware of the widespread , 
recruiting campaign conducted, not only by 9fficials 
of H.M. Army, Navy, and Air Force, but by employers 
and Labour Exchanges, being epposed to any attempt 
at economic pressure on young men which is an en­
croachment on democratic rights;

Being determined te resist any attempt to 
scare young people out ®f their wits by talk 
of the unpreparedness of our armed forces or the 
uselessness of the collective system;

Welcomes the Resolution on Re-armament 
adopted by the December 1956 General Council of 
the League of Nations Union; urges the Executive 
Committee to instruct Youth Groups representing 
these members of the Union most directly con­
cerned to oppose the Government's Recrut-A8 
and Re-armament Campaign and respectfully in­
forms the Executive that Youth Groups cannot 
support that Campaign until such time as the 
Government has

(]) Attempted, by International agreement 
within the League, to determine the size and 
nature of the armaments required by this country 
for collective action in defence of peace;

(2) Made it unmistakably clear in joint 
consultation with other members of the League_ 
that, in accordance with the geographical posi­
tion and armed strength of this country, i0S 
armaments will be used to such an extent as may 
be necessary to re-enforce economic sanctions 
in order that aggression wherever it may occur 
shall be restrained by League action.

On the other hand a large part of the Executive 
Committee of the Union, and branches in all parts of 
the country, were seriously disturbed by the negative 
character of the resolution adopted by the General 
Council. It was generally recog­
nised that the question was"too largo and complex, to 
bo' sumndeup in . resolution, and the Exocut1V 
determined to draw up n.gen_r..l sntument of policy 
on the subject which might adequately express thv - 
fundamental agreement, which it bulijved to.exist.
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a special committee w^s set up, whose members repre­
sented as far as possible tie different points of view 
in the Executive Committee, uid included also delegates 
of the Manchester District Council, the Youth Committee 
and the British Universities League of Nations Society. 
The following report, after having been discussed and 
revised on several occasions, represents the unanimous 
conclusion of this committee, and as such is endorsed 
and commended by the Executive Committee to the General 
Council of the Union.

II

STATEMENT 0? POLICY

General Considerations of International Policy

There are two essential obligations in the Covenant 
of the League of Nations affecting the purpose and the 
extent of each member's armaments. In Article VIII 
members "recognise that the maintenance of peace requires 
the reduction of national armaments to the lowest 
point consistent with national safety and the enforce­
ment by common action of intern tional obligations". 
In Articles X and XVI they undertake to "preserve as 
against external aggression the territorial integrity 
and existing political independence of all Members 
of the League", and "mutually to support one another" 
in collective resistance to an aggressor by economic 
and, in certain cases, by military measures. Thus the 
extent of the armed forces available "to protect the 
covenants of the Leugue" must be proportional to the 
dangers with which it is faced.

The League of Nations Union has always advocated 
the reduction and limitation of armaments by general 
agreement, enforced by international supervision, as 
an indispensable condition of lasting peace. But dis­
armament depends on security, and is part of a whole 
system of international order which includes the 
acceptance, t least by the principal nations, of the 
substitution of law for war in the settlement of inter­
national disputes. The League has, of
course been hampered from the beginning by the absence 
of the United States, and by the absence at different 
times of Germany and Russia. Of late years, the failure 
of the Allied Powers to reduce their armamentsj the 
disastrous breakdown of the Disarmament Conference; 
the successful defiance of the League's authority by 
Japan, Italy and Germany; the intensive re-armament 
of these three nations and their open opposition to 
the whole Lengue system - all these developments 
have combined to create a position of extraordinary



de.nger both to the League itself and to its members 
individually. It is in the light of these circum- ' 
sin nce s that consideration should be given to the 
British Government’s programme of a vast expenditure 
on armaments.

League Policy.

What has ccntrilut d more than anything else to 
the progressive deterioration of international rela­
tions is the failure of Governments, not excluding 
the Government of the United Kingdom, to implement 
their obligations under the Covenant, especially 
since the authority of the League was first flagrantly 
challenged in 1931- The Covenant of the League of 
N ti ns affords a sufficient code of rules governing 
international relations, and what is required is not 
so much amendment of the Covenant as a sincere and con­
sistent fulfilment of the obligations of the Covenant.

Such a policy requires the readiness of each 
State Member invariubly to conduct its diplomacy in 
accordance with the principles of the League for the 
redress of genuine grievances and the composition of 
international differences, and an equal readiness to 
take whatever steps are necessary for the restraint 
of aggression, including the timely organisation and 
-pplic tion of diplomtic, financial and economic ■ 
sanctions supported, if necessary in the last resort, 
by armed force. The Council, in order to be .ble to 
take effective action uno er Article XVI, ought always 
to make sure that the League will have at its disposal 
forces sufficient to present an adequately deterrent 
obstacle to any aggressor or group cf aggressors - 
not because such force will necessarily be required, 
but because the knowledge that it is ready to be used 
is the surest way of preventing an outbreak of wur. 
Without this knowledge the aggressor may be tempted to 
tn-ten armed resistance, and the League Powers to 

‘-ct.ineffectively for fear of provoking it. On 
similar grounds the actual measures required should 
not be left to last minute improvisation. As soon 
as the danger of aggression is clear the Council 
ivu-d decide on the action necessary to prevent it, 
if possible, and if not to bring it to an end without 
delnV•. T. encble the Council to act with suitable 
SPeed it might be useful to set up permanent machinery 
at Geneva to collect the facts and figures needed to 
arrive at such decisions.

Zhe. responsibilities of Great Britain

The United Kingdom, like other members of the 
League, is expected in the Covenant to provide fur 

une enfcrcement by common action of international 
obligations. This includes whatever measures are 
necessary for its own "hutional safety". To pr.- 
t-de.fer the,sfety of this highly vulnerable island, 
+ 8cther. With Vs ea-borne trade and the scattered 

ritories under its charge, is in itself a difficult



k. while its world-wide responsibilities and its 
Nsment from the political and military rivalries 
ov make the full discharge of its “international 
oniilons" a matter of quite special importance to 
the cause of peace. It is not for the League of Nation 
Union'llo express opinions on the numerous technical 
problems involved in the discharge of this twofold 
duty,"but we have certain remarks to make on matters 
of policy.

(1) It must be remembered that our present troubles 
and dangers are the result of various past errors, 
attributable in diffident degrees to the greater 
Members of the League, notably those which contributed 
to the collapse of the Disarmament Conference, and the 
failure to protect China and Abyssinia. If peace is 
to be saved these errors must not be repeatedi on the 
contrary there is much lost ground to be regained. 1:

(2) Peace can only flourish in an atmosphere of 
justice; and in order to diminish the danger of 
aggression it is essential that means should exist for 

• the removal of conditions which, hy causing legitimate 
grievnces, furnish a pretext for aggression. It 
follows that the foreign policy of a Government, and 
in particular its armament policy, should he judged 
primarily by the contribution which it has made and 
is making to the maintenance of international justice 
and peace as a whole. In the present conditions of 
acute international anxiety and insecurity described 
above, one must ask what Great Britain is doing to 
restore the League's authority, to make collective 
defence a reality and to achieve a constructive 
European settlement. A satisfactory answer to this 
question must be given by any Government, if it is to 
justify a policy of re-armment.

(3) Apart from the pursuit of an active peace 
policy in every sphere of international life, it should 
be made unmistike.bly clear not only that British 
national forces will neter be used for any purpose 
inconsistent with the Covenant, but -Iso that they will 
if necessary, be used by the British Government "to 
co-operate loyally and effectively in support of the 
Covenant and in resistance to any act of aggression to 
an extent which is compatible with its military situa­
tion and takes its geographical position into account". 
Satisfactory assurances on the first of these points 
have been given with unusual emphasis by the Prime 
Minister, the Foreign Secretary and the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer.  in regard to the second point, I2

I See Annex F of the Treaty of Locarno '.
2 See Part III, Offici .1 St_tements of the Government.
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ministerial speeches have recently shown recognition 
of this necessity. But if there is to tie a united 
public opinion behind an agreed League policy, it is 
necessary to eliminate any confusion of ideas relating 
to it. It is neither consistent with the Covenant 
nor yet with common sense to say that we will fight 
for our own direct defence but n t for the support 
of the League. The only adequate defence is collec­
tive defence; and we cannot expect to receive 
collective defence ourselves if we refuse to contribute 
to the defence of others. Nor again is it practicable 
to confine the use of British forces to certain areas 
thought to be specially associated with "vital British 
interests”. The most vital British interest is the 
protection of peace, and the best means to that end 
is collective action.

(4) We consider that the Government of the day, 
when proposing to Parliament the measures necessary 
to enable this country both to protect its own terri­
tories and communications and to carry out its obliga­
tions under the Covenant, ought obviously to take into 
account the military strength, not only of those 
powers who may be found in opposition to the League, 
tut-also of those who in an emergency can reasonably 
be depended upon to join in defending it.

(5) The nation must never be allowed to forget 
that the permanent aim of British policy is and must 
be the drastic reduction and limitation of the arma­
ments of all nations, including the complete abolition 
of national air forces by international agreement.

We are aware that a substantial increase in 
British armaments has been accepted as a necessity by 
all but a very small section of the House of Commons, 
and has received a warm welcome from loyal Members of 
the League on the Continent; but, if a necessity, 
it remains a deplorable one. We believe that the 
opposition to the re-armament programme and the mis­
givings with which the Government’s recruiting campaign 
has been received in some quarters is largely due to 
suspicions based upon past disappointments, and would 
largely disappear if those suspicions could be removed. 
Confidence in the League has throughout the country been 
seriously weakened, and we believe that the Government 
could best restore the faith of.others by showing that 
it has not lost its own. For this it must convince 
the public by action as well as speech that 'British 
policy is neither timid nor vacillating, but resolutely 
directed, in all spheres, towards the full development 
of the League system and that British armed strength 
is only part of our national contribution towards that end.
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OFPICLLSCILMNTSOHLGOVLRNMENI 
( arrange J- incRrsnclogical order)

extract from debate in the House of Commons, Marc.h_26th>

Mr. Dalton: "What would be the attitude of the 
Government in the event of unprovoked aggression by Herr 
Hitler in either Czechoslovakia or Poland?

Mr. Neville Chamberlain: "An unprovoked aggression 
by Germany against any other neighbour ontheEastWou-d’, 
of course, immediately come under the notice of the League 
of Nations, and in that case we should be bound by our 
obligations under the League of Nations, which we have 
been ready to fulfil in company with our fellow-members 
of the League. That is the position we have always taken 
up, and the difference between that and Locarno is tnat, 
in addition to our obligation under the League, we also 
have obligations under the Treaty of Locarno which is 
intended to buttress the League in respect of this parti­
cular aim. I agree with the hon. Gentlemen opposite -neu 
you cannot divide peace in Europe. Under the League 
we are interested just as much in the preservation oi 
peace in the East of Europe as we are in the West, and 
our obligations under the League will apply equally 
whether aggression takes place on the Eastern or Western 
parts of Europe."
Extract from speech made by Sir John Simon in the House 
of Commons, June 23rd, 193b.

"The conclusion I reach is that as a matter of fact 
our action in this matter has got to be judged by con­
sidering the possibilities of the case, by facing the 
developments which have in fact taken place, and by 
judging whether the circumstances are such as will justify 
us joining with others to use force and reverse the 
decision. I do not think there is a single member of 
the League which is prepared to use force, and I say 
quite bluntly that this Government is not prepared to 
invite this country to engage itself by force in that 
quarrel. Very ridiculous things have been said in that 
connection by some critics. It has been implied with a 
sneer, '‘Are you afraid? Do you think the British Navy 
would be overwhelmed?" I have no doubt the British 
Navy would give a good account of itself, but thut is not 
the point. The point is that with the present situation 
in Europe and the great dangers surrounding us here at 
home I am not prepared to see a single ship sunk even in 
a successful naval battle in the cause of Abyssinian 
independence."



(3) ^xtr?ct_frcm a speech made by Mr. Eden at Leamington
3 QELfeai&r 20th, 1936. TfHE TIMES, November 21st, 1936)

wOur first task was to equip ourselves as a nation
so thoroughly and so strongly that the whole world might 
see that we meant what we said and that our conceptions 
of international order had behind them adequate force.

"There can be no doubt that attempts to uphold inter­
national law have not benefited from the comparative 
decline of British strength in arms which has existed in 
recent years. The equilibrium is now being restored - 
nokody but a would-be aggressor will complain. But, 
it may be asked, for what purpose will these arms be used? 
Let me once again make the position in this respect 
perfectly clear. These arms will never be used in a war 
of aggression. They will never be used for a purpose 
inconsistent with the Covenant of the League or the Pact 
of Paris. They may, and if the occasion arose they 
would, be used in our own defence and in defence of the 
territories of the British Commonwealth of Nations. They 
may, and if the occasion arose they would, be used in the 
defence of France and Belgium against unprovoked aggression 
in accordance with our existing obligations. They may, 
and, if a new Western European settlement can be reached, 
they would, be used in defence of Germany were she the 
victim of unprovoked aggression by any of the other 
signatories of such a settlement.

"Those, together with our Treaty of Alliance with 
Iraq and our projected treaty with Egypt, are our definite 
obligations. In addition our armaments may be used in 
bringing help to a victim of aggression in any case where, 
in our judgment, it would be proper under the provisions 
of the Covenant to do so. I use the word 'may' deliber­
ately, since in such an instance there is no automatic 
obligation to take military action. It is, moreover, 
right that this should be so, for nations cannot be 
expected to incur automatic military obligations save for 
areas where their vital interests are concerned."

(4) Extract from a speech made by Mr. Eden at Bradford on 
December 14th, 1936 (YORKSHIRE POST, December 16th,1930)

"If I were to say that Britain’s interests in peace 
are geographically limited I should be giving a false 
impression. If our vital interests are situated in 
certain clearly definable areas, our interest in peace 
is world-wide, and there is a simple reason for this.

"The world has now become so small — and. every day, 
with the march of science, it becomes smaller — that a 
spark in some sphere comparatively remote from our own 
interests, may become a conflagration sweeping a continent 4r- hemisphere . We must, therefore, be watchful at all 
times and in all places. We.cannot disinterest ourselves 
irom this or that part of the world in a vague hope that 
happenings in that area will not affect us.
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"We must neither mislead others nor be misled 
ourselves by any of those comfortable doctrines, that 
we can live secure in a Western European glass-house.

"It is for this reason that I have again and again 
insisted that the foreign policy of our country, with 
its many and comprehensive interests, must work for a 
comprehensive settlement. Nothing short of that will 
give us the peace and the confidence that we so 
ardently desire."

(5) Extract from a New Year Message sent to the Primrose 
League by the Prime Minister (TIMES 31st December, 1936)

"The disturbed condition of Europe in particular has, 
I believe, convinced most people that the Government's 
foreign policy is the only possible policy if this 
country is to be secure from attack and to retain its 
influence on the side of peace. Our re-armament pro­
gramme is, in face of the world situation and the rapid 
growth of armed forces in Europe, a necessity that no 
British Government dare ignore. Britain's armed forces 
will never be used for a purpose inconsistent with the 
Covenant of the League of Nations, and no foreign power 
need fear that this country has aggressive intentions. 
The National Government has done everything possible to 
secure a reduction of armaments by.international agreement, 
and only when it was obvious that all our efforts in this 
direction had failed did the Government decide to increase 
our own defensive equipment and strength. To delay any 
longer to do this would have been criminal folly. The 
critics of this policy had no practical alternative to 
suggest that is consistent either with national security 
or with our obligations under the Covenant of the League 
of Nations. To be defenceless is to invite attack and 
to encourage aggressors. “

(6) Extract from a speech by Mr, Eden in the House of 
Commons, January 19th, 1937.

"His Majesty's Government are at present engaged in 
the active prosecution of the re-equipment of their three 
lighting services. Though we are convinced that this is 
an indispensable means to our objective, it is not our ob­
jective. This remains, as I have previously stated, the 
negotiation of a European settlement and the strengthening 
it the authority of the League of Nations. We are pre- 
pared to, co-operate in the common work of political 
appeasement and economic co-operation. If this work is 
Co15ucce8d/ It needs the colladcrati n of all and, if that 
Shetmporatzon 1s forthcoming, there cannot be any doubt innae.anycne in this House or elsewhere that we can wetez better, saner and more prosperous Europe in a wonj at peace.
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"How is that to be done? Not only must the world 
reduce its expenditure on armaments, because it is already 
lowering its standard of life, but it has to learn the 
ways of economic co-operation so that the standard of 
life can be raised. Let us never forget that our ob­
jective in this country must be the prosperity of all, 
by which I mean the raising of the standard of life in 
the countries in which it is to-day low as well as its 
further improvement where it is to-day comparatively 
high. We are willing to help towards a further advance 
along the line of increased economic opportunity, but 
this should be in our view on one condition. Economic 
collaboration and political appeasement must go hand in 
hand. If economic and financial accommodation merely 
result in more armaments and more political disturbance,, 
the cause of peace will be hindered rather than helped."

(7 ) Extract from debate in the House of Commons, March 10th, 
1937.

Mr. Mander asked the Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs whether the Government adheres to 
the interpretation placed upon Article 16 of the 
Covenant of the League of Nations under Annex F to 
the Treaty of Locarno, to the effect that this article 
obliges each Member of the League to co-operate loyally 
and effectively in support of the Covenant, and in 
resistance to any act of aggression to an extent 
which is compatible with its military situation and 
takes its-geographical position into account?

Mr. Eden: Yes, Sir. ,
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Sf.tiTEM3NT ON INTERNATIONAL CURRENCY 9'4'37 ? °

prepared by the Economic Committee for submission 
to the General Council in accordance with the 
resolution adopted by the Council at its last meet­

ing in December, 1936."

For the proper functioning of an international 
currency it would be essential that the financial 
policies of banks throughout the world were co­
ordinated, that countries remained at peace with 
one another and that the final sovereignty over the 
financial policy of a nation, and therefore to some 
extent over its banking activities, passed from out 
of the direct control of the authorities of that 
country into the control of some international body 
which operated the international currency system.

At the present time countries are very loath 
to surrender even the smallest particle of their 
national sovereignty. Financial and monetary mani­
pulation is being used as a concomitant part of the 
foreign policies of certain countries, and is 
therefore based on other than purely financial or 
economic considerations, and these policies are not 
founded on pacific lines. Certain currencies are 
maintained for exchange purposes at artificial rates, 
and by methods of currency and exchange control 
such currencies are endowed with very different 
internal and external values.

In present conditions therefore any discussion 
of an international currency would be purely academic; 
but a detailed examination of the possibility of a 
wider extension of currency co-operation on the lines 
of the recent agreement between France, Great Britain 
and the United States might suggest important and 
practicable methods by which international exchange 
difficulties could be eased.

An international currency could only be operated 
in a world in which the closest economic and political 
co-operation already exists, and where peace is en­
sured. There is at present no means of imposing 
such co-operation or peaceful intentions.

The General Council's resolution reads as follows;

The General Council
Requests the Executive Committee to appoint a 

sub-Committee of economists to consider the desira­
bility and possibility of introducing an inter­
national currency issued by the Bank of International 
Settlements against securities of national banks.
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CONFIDENTIL LEAGUE o? nations UNION / 20.4.37•

MINUT3S OF A NETTING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMIITEE HELD
1 hT 14, GKO3V.NOR C..SUEI.L, LONDON, S.W. 1., ON IHURSDAY,
I APRIL 22ND, 1937 cT 11 A.M.

PRESENT: Dr. Gilbert Murray (In the Chair), Lord Allen, 
Commander P.G. hgnew, Mrs. Corbett Ashby, 
P.J. Noel Baker, Mrs. Beale, F.M. Burris, 
Captain V.A. Cazalet, Lord Cecil, Miss K.D. 
Courtney, A.C. Crossley, Admiral Drury-Lowe, 
Mrs. Dugdale, Miss Philippa Fawcett, Lady 
Gladstone, Lady Hall, Sir John Harris, 
Dr. C.W. Kimmins, Dame Adelaide Livingstone, 
Councillor H.F. Shaw, General Temperley, 
Professor Webster, Major Lawrence Wright, 
together with the Secretary and the Deputy 
Secretary.

130. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Lady Violet 
Bonham Carter, Major'Anthony Buxton, the Dean of Chichester 
Miss Judith Corcoran, Neville Dixey, Miss M. Graves, 
Sir Arthur Haworth, Lord Lytton, James Macdonald, Sir 
Arthur Salter, Nowell Smith, General Spears and H.S. 
Syrett.

» 131. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.

(a) Christian Organisations Committee. The Executive 
considered udjourneu minutes 38 and 39 of the meeting 
dated April 7th, 1937.

On Minute 38 - a Christian Policy for Europe, it was
RESOLVED: "T.at this Minute be received; tut that, 

in view of the decision contained in 
Minute 4(d) of the Political Committee, 
approved and adopted by the Executive in 
Minute 14(5) below, no further action be 
taken."

On Minute 39 — Life and Work Conference, it was

RESOLVED: "That this Minute be approved and adopted; 
and' that it be suggested to the Chairman 
of the Christian Organisations Committee 
that his statement should include a re­
ference to the Report of the Baptist Union 
on Peace and Wur."

(b) Second National Youth Groups Council. The Executive 
considered adjourned Minute 23 ■ ( C olon ie s and Mandates) 
of the Council dated January 16/17th, 1937, and it was

RESOLVED: "That the Youth Groups Council be informed 
that the Executive proposes to ask the 
General Council, at its forthcoming Annual 
Meeting, to approve and adopt the Manifesto 
which was adopted by the Executive on
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December 3rd last and which, while 
largely agreeing with the Youth Groups 
Council’s resolution,covers.a somewhat 
wider field."

(c) Youth Committee. (Dr. Garnett reported) Subject to 
the following decision and report on Minutes 21 and 
22, the Minutes of the Committee dated April 10th, 
1937 were approved and adopted.

/These Minutes included (18) Minutes; (19) 
Co-optation; (20) Registration of Groups; 
(21) General Council; (22) Minutes of the 
National Youth Groups Council; (23) Regional 
Representatives; (24) Tour in N.J. Scotland;
(25) Finance; (26) World Youth Congress Move­
ment; (27) Youth Groups Summer School; (28) 
Albert Hall Rally; (29) British Youth Peace 
Assembly./

On Minute 21 - General Council, Dr. Garnett reported 
that the Youth Committee, in the light of proposals 
which were already on the Preliminary Agenda for the 
General Council had withdrawn their motion in para­
graph (1).

In regatd to paragraph (2) it was
RESOLVED: "Thas this Minute be approved and adopted

subject to the insertion of the words 
"proposal to launch a' before the words 
'Youth Charter Campaign"*.

On Minute 22 - Minutes of the National Youth Groups 
Council, it was

RESOLVED: "That the Youth Committee be informed that
the Executive Committee proposes to move 
the following resolution at the annual 
meeting of the General Council in June; 
and that it be left to delegates from the 
Youth Committee to speak to this motion 
or to an amendment as they prefer at the 
Council Meeting:

"The General Council of the League of 
Nations Union

Pending the adoption by H.M. Government 
of a more drastic policy,

Reurirms the decision taken at its 
last meeting in. December, 193b, urging 
'H.M. Government to adopt without delay 
those recommendations of the Royal Com­
mission on the Private Manufacture of cnd 
Trading in Arms (1935-36) which, while 
falling short of the full policy advocated 
by the League of Nations Union, would 
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establish national and international 
control of the arms trade, and would 
thus in the opinion of the Council'go a 
long way towards remedying the abuses 
mentioned in the Report of the Royal 
Commission.'"

(d) Economic Committee. (Dr. Garnett reported) Subject 
to the following decision on Minute 10, the Minutes 
of the Committee dated April 20th, 1937, were approved 
and adopted.

/These Minutes included (9) Minutes; (10) State­
ment on International Economic Co-operation;/

On Minute 10 - Statement on International Economic 
Co-operation, the Executive also had before them a 
draft resolution prepared by Sir Arthur Salter 
(S.G.8998), and it was

RESOLVED: "That this Minute be approved and adoptsj 
subject to the.resolution being amended to 
read as follows:

'The Executive Committee of the League 
of Nations Union

Deeply impressed with the special im­
portance at this time of L renewed effort 
in conjunction with other countries, es­
pecially in the first instance, the U.S.A., 
France and the countries which recently met 
at Oslo, to extend the range of internatimal 
trade by the. removal or reduction of the 
obstructions-which now impede it;

Welcomes the appeal, made by Mr. Cordell 
Hull in his speech of April 5th, to the 
countries of the world to give up the 
present armaments race and join 'in u con­
certed effort to rebuild international 
political and economic relationships upon 
a basis of friendliness an.d co-operation'; 
and

Urges H.M. Government to seize every 
opportunity of co-operating with the United 
States in the interests of world peace and, 
in particular, to make a prompt and practical 
reply to this latest American initiative ;

Is convinced that all countries which 
re to participate in such an effort must 

make that contribution by modifications in 
their own policy;
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Feels that the contribution which this 

country could properly be expected to muke 
in such an effort should not be understated 
nor the relative responsibility of other 
countries for the present situation be over­
stated ;

Trusts that the consideration of detailed 
proposals will take full account not only of 
the immediate benefits, political and economic, 
of an agreement but also of the long term 
consequences;

Trusts therefore that the instructions 
which are given to those engaged in detailed 
negotiations will be based upon a broad con­
sideration by the Government of general 
policy as a whole, both economic and political."

(The final wording of this resolution was left to 
Lord Cecil, Dr. Murray and Sir Arthur Salter, who 
settled it as above after the meeting.)

132.

133.

BRANCH RESOLUTIONS. The Executive received resolutions 
from the Barnet Branch Annual General Meeting, the 
Edinburgh Branch Committee and the Paddington Branch. 
It was

RESOLVED. (1) "That the Barnet and District Branch be 
thanked for their resolution, and that a 
copy of the statement on British Armaments, 
accepted by the Executive at its last 
meeting for submission to the General 
Council, be sent to them."

(2) "That the Edinburgh Branch be thanked for 
their resolution."

(3) "That the Paddington Branch be thanked for 
their resolution, and that it be referred 
for consideration by the Joint Secretaries 
of the Parliamentary Committee."

MINUTES. Subject to the following report on Minute 129, 
the Minutes of the last meeting dated April 15th, 1937 
were confirmed as circulated.

On Minute 129 - Declaration, Lord Cecil reported that 
he had drafted a letter for publication in THE TIMES 
and that eight'or nine of the twelve signatories of 
the original letter, including the Archbishop of Canter­
bury, Mr. Attlee, Lord Lytton and Sir Archibald Sinclair, 
had already agreed to sign it.
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COUNCIL. The Executive had before them the
- -aa. -, A. £e. +L nn1 T M/+inc e +draft Preliminary Agenda for the Annual Meeting of the
Caer.l Council, together with a report from the Regions
Committee which had met on the previous day as well as
a report from the Political Committee dated April 20th, 
1937. It was

RESOLVED: (1) "That the last sentence of the notice 
recommended by the Regions Committee for
insertion at the end of page 1 of the 
draft Preliminary Agenda be referred to 
the Procedure Committee for consideration 
and report."

(2) "That the amendment proposed by the Regions 
Committee to the Executive’s motion on the 
I.L.O. he referred to the Industrial 
advisory Committee for consideration cnd 
report."

(3) “That the motion on Abyssinia suggested by 
the Regions Committee be included in the 
Preliminary Agenda for the General Council 
in the name of the Regions Committee if 
they so desire."

(4) "That in view of the recommendations con­
tained in paragraphs (h) and (i) of Minute. 
4 of the Political Committee, the recom­
mendation of the Regions Committee for a 
further motion on Spain be not adopted."

(5) “That, subject to the following decisions on 
paragraphs (d) and (j) of Minute 4, the 
Minutes of the Political committee dated 

.April 20th, 1937 be approved and adopted.

On paragraph (d) -- Prevention of War, 
it was

RESOLVED: "That Lord Cecil be asked to draft
a motion on "Prevention of War" 
for inclusion in his name in 
the Preliminary Agenda for the 
General Council."

On paragraph (.1) Addis Ababa Massacres, it 
was

RESOLVED: "That this Minute be approved and
adopted, subject to the inser­
tion of the words ’and other 
outrages’ after the word 
'massacres’ in the second line."



It was further

RESOLVED: (6) "That Lord 
motion on 
inclusion
Committee
the Council."

Cecil be asked to draft a 
the subject of Disarmament for 
in the name of the Executive 
in the Preliminary Agenda for

ALBERT HALL MEETING. The Executive received an oral 
report on the arrangements for the meeting in the h-Der- 
Hall on April 30th. Lord. Cecil stressed the importance 

everything possible being done to promote the success 
the gathering, and he asked members of the Committee 
send him any suggestions they might be able to make

of 
of 
to 
to this end.

Miss Fawcett asked whether notices of a meeting to 
be organised by the Spanish Relief Joint Committee on. 
May 7th could he placed on the seats in the Albert Hall. 
It was
RESOLVED; "That notices of the meeting be not distributee 

inside the Albert Hall on April 30th; but that 
notices be included with the next circular 
letter to the Secretaries of the Union's 
Branches in London and the Home Counties, pro­
vided that any extra cost involved is defrayed 
by the Spanish Relief Joint Committee."

AMERICAN LEAGUE OF NATIONS ASSOCIATION. Mrs. Corbett 
Ashby stated that she was shortly visiting New York and 
it was
RESOLVED: "That Mrs. Corbett Ashby be usked to convey 

the Union's .cordial greetings to the American 
League of Nations Association."
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4. Xc.13 '
LEAGUE OF NATIONS UNION 3.2.37.

minutes of a meeting of the executive committed held
AT 14, GROSVENOR CRESCENT, LONDON, S.W. I., ON THURSDAY,

APRIL 29TH, 1937 AT 11 A.M

PRESENT: Dr. Gilbert Murray (in the Chair), Vyvyan
Adams, Lord Allen, Lady Violet Bonham carter, 
Major Anthony Buxton, Lord Cecil, the Dean 
of Chichester, Miss K.D. Courtney, h.C. 
Crossley, Admiral Drury-Lowe, Mrs. Dugdale, 
Miss Philipva Fawcett, Miss Megan Lloyd 
George, Lady Gladstone, Lady Hall, sir John 
Harris, Sir Arthur Haworth, Arthur Henderson, 
Dr. C.W. Kimmins, Lady Layton, James 
Macdonald, Miss Eleanor Rathbone, Sir 
Arthur Salter, Sir Archibald Sinclair, H.S. 
Syrett, Professor C.K. Webster, Major 
Lawrence Wright together with the Secretary 
and the Deputy Secretary.

137. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Commander 
Agnew, Mrs. Corbett Ashby, P.J. Noel Baker, Mrs. E.P. 
Beale, F.M. Burris, Captain V.. Cazalet, Miss M. 
Graves, Dame Adelaide Livingstone, G. Ie M. Mander, 
General Spears and General Temperley.

138. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.

(a) Library Corrmittee (Dr. Kimmins reported) The 
Minutes of the Committee dated April 19th, 1937 
were approved and adopted.

/These Minutes included (9) Minutes of last 
meeting; (10) Appeal for Funds; (11) Book 
List; (12) Resignation of Librarian; (13) 
New Librarian; (14) Increasing Difficulty of 
Maintaining Adequate Service./

On Minute 12 — Resignation of Librarian, it was

RESOLVED: "That the Executive desires to associate
itself with the Library Committee in 
thanking Miss Finnis for the valuable 
service she has rendered to the Union as 
its Librarian and in wishing her every 
success in her new appointment."

On Minute 11 - Book List, Mrs. Dugdale said that 
she had recently read and enjoyed THE DESTINY OF 
FRANCE by A. Werth. She expressed the hope that 
a copy of the book would be made available in the 
Library.

(b) Women’s Advisory Council. (Lady Gladstone reported) 
Subject to the following decision on Minute 635, the 
Minutes of the Council dated April. 21st, 1937, were 
approved and adopted.-



/These Minutes included (632) Minutes;
(633) Composition of the Council; 34) 
Report of Standing Sub-Committee; (63b) 
Literature for Women’s Meetings; (o36) 
Report of Sub-Committee for the IP.C.;
(637) Reports of . tatives; (63)
Mui Tsai; (639) nddis Abuba Massacres;
(640) Spain; (o41) British Commonwealth;
LEAge -(642). Curporate Associate Applica- 
tions,/

On Minute 635 - Literature for Wcoan's Meetings, 
it was
RCSOLVLD: "That this Minute be approved and adopted

and. that it be referred for considera­
tion by the Editorial Committee at its 
next meeting."

On Minute 637 - Reports of Representatives, in 
reply to a question Lady Gladstone stated that 
the decision of the Y.W.C.h. not to renew the 
appeal to its Branches to join the union corporately 
had been taken for domestic reasons and had nothing 
to do with the Union's policy.
Editorial Committee. (Dr. Murray reported) Subject 
to -the following decision on Minute 23, the Minutes 
of the Committee-dated April 22nd, 1937 were approved 
and adopted.

‘/These Minutes included (20) Minutes; (21) 
Interim Report of Investigation Committee;
(22) New Schools Magazine; (23)_Proposed 
New Publications; (24) Posters./

On Minute 23 — Proposed New Publications, it was 

RESOLVED: "That this Minute be referred to the Ad­
ministration Committee for consideration 
and report."

Industrial Advisory Committee. (Lady Hall reported) 
Subject to the following decision on Minutes 44, 
48, 49 and 50, the Minutes of the Committee dated 
April 22nd, 1937 were approved and adopted.

/These Minutes included (41) Minutes; (42) 
Membership of Cormittee ; (43) L.N.U. Party 
to international Labour Conference; (44) 
General Council of the League of Nations Union; 
(4b) Film on the I.L.O.; (46) Deputation to 
Minister of Labour; (47) Coal Mines Convention; 
(48) Factories Bill; (49) Age of Entry into 
Employment; (50) International Federation of 
League of Nations Societies; (bl) Mr.
illinder’s Report; (52) Mr. Alec Wilson;

(53) Film Slides on the I.L.G. ; (54) Industrial 
Affiliations and Deletions./
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On Minute 48 - Factories Bill, it was

RSSOLVZD: "That this Minute he approved and adopted
subject to the substitution of the word 
"should" for the word "will" in the first 
line of the second paragraph".

On Minute 49 — Age of Entry into employment, it was 

HSOLVED: "That this Minute be adjourned for con­
sideration at the next meeting of the 
Executive."

On Minute 50 -- International Federation of League 
of Nations Societies, it was
RESOLVED: "That paragraph (a) be approved and

adopted, and that paragraph (b) be 
adjourned for consideration at the 
next meeting of the Executive."

On Minute 44 — General Council of the League of 
Nations union, it was
RESOLVED: "That the resolution as amended by the

Industrial Advisory Committee be sub­
mitted to the General Council in the 
name of the Executive; and that the
Regions Committee's form of the motion
be included in the Preliminary Agenda 
as an amendment in the name of that
Committee

(e) Joint Meeting of the Office and Library Committees. 
The Minutes of the Joint Meeting dated April 27th, 
1937 were approved and adopted.

/These Minutes included: Appointment of 
Librarian./

139* MINUTES. Subject to the following report on Minutes 
133(129) and 135, the Minutes of the last meeting of 
the Committee dated April 22nd, 1937 were approved 
and adopted.

On Minute 133 - 129 - Declaration, Lord Cecil 
stated that, in order to obtain the approval of 
the twelve signatories, it would take some time 
to adjust the wording of the proposed letter to 
THE TIMES. in these circumstances, and in view 
of the fact that the controversy in THE TIMES 
now appeared to have subsided, he had suggested 
to the signatories of the proposed letter that 
the matter should not be pressed tit the present 
time.

Sir Arthur Salter reminded the Executive that 
the presence of. the Dominion representatives at the 
Imperial Conference would be the occasion of 



important discussions which would not necessarily 
be formal discussions but which would nevertheless 
largely determine the direction in which British 
foreign policy moved afterwards. Lord Cecil 
hoped that the Executive would take some action to 
got in touch with the Colonial statesmen as soon as 
possible.

On Minute 116 — Albert Hall Meetingt Lord Cecil 
reported that the arrangements for the meeting in 
the Albert Hall on the following day were pro­
gressing satisfactorily and that the demand for 
seats had been somewhat larger than on previous 
occasions. Dr. Alice Masaryk, M. Pierre Cot and 
Mr. Hambro had already arrived in London.

Lord Cecil stated 
terms of the motion to

that a leaflet containing the 
be submitted to the meeting, 

together with a form of application for membership 
of the Union, would be placed on the seats in the 
Albert Hall.

REGTONS CCMMITIEZ. Subject to the following decision 
on Minute 4 as well as to the decisions contained in 
Minute 134 of the last meeting and in Minute 138(d) 
above, the Minutes of the meeting of the Regions com­
mittee dated April 21st, 1937 were received.

On Minute 4 — Procedure Committee. it was
RESOLVED: "That this Minute be approved and adopted; 

and that Lady Hall be invited to represent 
the Executive Committee on the Procedure 
Committee."

SPAIN. The Executive considered the situation arising 
out of the recent bombardment of Guernica and after 
discussion it was
RESOLVED. K1) “That H.M. Government be urged to protest 

against the use of terrorism as a method 
of warfare by_the indiscriminate bombing 
and burning of open towns and the

\ slaughter by machine guns of the fleeing
\ inhabitants.

That immediate steps should also be 
taken to invite all other civilised 
Governments to join in this protest and 
that, in addition, the question should be 
raised as soon as possible at the Council 
of the League."

It was further

RESOLVED: (2) "That the Chairman and Secretary be asked 
to convey the resolution personally to 
Mr. Eden or Lord Cranborne."
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(3) "That the resolution be also communicated 
to the press and to the International 
Federation of League of Nations Societies 
as well as to some of its constituent 
societies."

(4) "That Lord Cecil be asked to move a 
resolution on the lines of (1) above at 
the opening of the Albert Hall Meeting 
on April 30th."

Lord Cecil said that he would also communicate the 
resolution to the National and International Committees 
of the I.P.C., and he added that he hoped to raise the 
matter in the House of Lords that afternoon. It was 
suggested that the Christian Organ isctions Committee 
should consider the question of action being taken by 
the Churches throughout the country.

Y

Mr. Crossley spoke of the proposed evacuation of 
children from Bilbao and stated that the French Govern­
ment had, he believed, expressed their willingness to 
receive a large number of children if they could be 
evacuated. He understood that in this country the 
Home Secretary had not yet decided whether to admit a 
large influx of children into Great Britain. Mr. 
Crossley thought that in this purely refugee work 
H.M. Government should take an active part both in 
evacuating the children and in receiving and caring for 
them during their exile. Miss R.thbone suggested that : 
this matter might be raised when the Executive’s resolu­
tion- -was presented to Mr. Eden or Lord Crunboroe.

Miss Rathbone further suggested that at their 
next meeting and at an early stage in the agenda the 
Executive should further discuss the situation in Spain, 
and that, in the meantime, Sir Arthur Salter and other 
members of the Committee who had had personal experience 
of League machinery should consider what would be the 
most practicable way of bringing the matter to the . 
notice of the League.

Major Lawrence Wright drew the attention of the 
Executive to the articles concerning the bombardment 
of Guernica which had appeared in THE TIMES on April 
2oth and 29th. It was

REJOLVED: "That reprints of these articles from THE 
TIMES be obtained, and that copies be dis­
tributed at the Albert Hall meeting on April 

. 30th.!
142. f&iWlON FOR nN J OPERATION OF ECONOMIC nND MILITaRY 

SANCTIONS. It was

E-SOLVED: "That reconsideration of the decision con- 
tained in Minute 50(42) of the Executive Com­
mittee of February 18th, be adjourned until 
General Temperley and Mr. Mander can be 
present. DT-
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143. INTERNATIONAL ZCONCMIC CO-OPERATION^ The Executive had 
before them two papers submitted by the Economic Com­
mittee, (1) Notes-on—the Present Opportunity for Inter­
national Economic Co-operation drafted by Mr. Meade and 
(2) a Statement on the Present Position of International 
Economic Relations and the Prospects for their Improve­
ment drafted by Professor Robbins (.3.G 9012 and S.G.
9013). It was

RESOLVED: "That the two memoranda be received with 
thanks; and that they be communicated in 
the name of the Economic Committee to the 
press and to the Union’s Branches and 
speakers."

It was suggested that copies of the two memoranda 
together with the resolution adopted by the Executive 
at its last meeting should also be communicated to 
members of the House of Commons.

144. ABYSSINIA. The Executive had before them a note 
(8.G.8907) on the Publication of Consular Despatches 
prepared by the secretariat in accordance with the 
request contained in Minute 114 of the Executive.
Sir John Harris suggested that, if the Foreign Secretary 
was not able to receive a deputation from the Executive 
in the near future, a letter should be sent to him 
urging the publication of the reports of H.M. Consul at 
an early date.

145. £j^9(~)"'BRITISH DECLARATION. Lord Cecil expressed the 
opinion that the recent Franco-British declaration was 
one step nearer to reverting to the old system of 
alliances against the policy of international organisa­
tion, and as such it seemed to him a matter which the 
executive ought to consider very carefully. Sir 
Archibald Sinclair pointed out that the Locarno Treaty 
was a formal and permanent treaty whereas the present 
aeciaration merely embodied a temporary arrangement to 
triage.over the period between the re-occupation of 
pne mnineland, the collapse of the Locarno Treaty and 
the conclusion of a Western Pact. It was

RESOLVED: "That the Franco-British declaration be con­
sidered by the Executive at its next meeting."
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146.

NI-s OF A MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE HELD 
aT 14, GROSVENOR CRESCENT, LONDON, 3.W. 1., ON THURSDAY, 

MAY 6TH, 1937 at 11 A.M.

PRESENT: Dr. Gilbert Murray (in the Chair), Vyvyan 
Adams, Lord Allen, Commander Agnew, Lady 
Violet Bonham Carter, Major Anthony Buxton, 
Captain V.a. cazalet. Lord Cecil, Miss Judith 
Corcoran, Miss K.D. Courtney, Lord Dickinson, 
Admiral Drury-Lowe, Mrs. Dugdale, Miss 
Philippa Fawcett, W. Arnold-Forster, MiSS 
Megan Lloyd George, Lady Gladstone, Lady Hall, 
Sir Arthur Haworth, Dame Adelaide Livingstone, 
Lord Lytton, Miss Eleanor Rathbone, Sir Arthur 
Salter, Nowell Smith, General Spears, H.S. 
Syrett, Professor C.K. Webster and Major 
Lawrence Wright together with the Secretary 
and the Deputy Secretary.

a POLICIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Mrs. Corbett 
Ashby, Mrs. Beale, F.M. Burris, the Dean of Chichester, 
Miss M. Graves, Lady Layton, James Macdonald, Sir 
Archibald Sinclair and General Temperley.

II
I)

147. EPORTS OF COMMITTEES.
(a) Industrial Advisory Committee. The Executive 

further considered (adjourned) Minutes 49 and 20(D) 
of the meeting dated April 22nd, 1937 and it Was
RESOLVED; "That these minutes be approved and 

adopted."
(b) Overseas Committee. (Lady Gladstone reported) 

Subject to the decision on Minute 14(b) recorded 
in Minute 151 below, and to the following decision 
on Minute 18, the Minutes of the Committee dated 
April 28th, 1937 were approved and adopted.

/These Minutes included (13) Minutes; (14) 
XXIst Plenary Congress of the International 
Federation; (15) Report of the Meetings of 
the French League of Nations Society; (16) 
Proposal of the Austrian- League of Nations 
Society; (17) Invitation of the Hungarian 
League of Nations Society; (18) Overseas 
Report./

On Minute 18 — Overseas Report, it was

1!
1 'll

RESOLVED: "That, for the future, copies of the 
Overseas Report he circulated to the 
Executive with the Minutes of the 
Overseas Committee."

y I
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(c) Administration Committee. (Lord Lytton reported) 

subject to the following decision on Minutes 31 
and 34, the Minutes of the Committee dated April 
29th, 1937 were approved und adopted.

/These Minutes Included (29) Minutes; (30) 
Librarian; (3D Literature for House to House 
Canvassing; (32) Public Meetings at Armistice 
Time; (33) Ine union's Birthdaj; (34) The 
Attitude of Members of the Executive Towards

. H.M. Government; (35) Branches, Corporate 
Members, etc.; (36) Membership; (37) Peace 
Weeks; (38) Declaration; War Can Be Averted; 
(39) Procedure at General Council Meetings; 
(40) Youth Committee; (41) Conference of 
Branch Secretaries at Torquay./

On Minute 31 — Literature for House-to-House 
Canvassing, it was

RESOLVLD. "That the word 'purpose’ be substituted 
for the words "and other administrative 
purposes" in the first paragraph of 

. resolution (4); that, as thus amended, 
the Minute. be referred for consideration 
and report by a joint meeting of the 
Administration -nd Editorial Committees 
to be held as soon as possible; but 
that, in view of the special circumstances 
the pamphlet entitled MR. SILVERTOP SEEKS 
PEACE by Mr. Eric Keown be authorised 
for immediate publication so soon as the 
approval of Sir Norman Angell as well as 
of the Chairman and the three members of 
the sun-committee of the administration 
Committee has been obtained."

On Minute 33 — The Union's Birthday, Dame Adelaide 
Livingstone and Lady Hall reminded the Executive 
that the British National Committee of the I.P.O, 
had already decided to hold a Conference in London 
during the third week in September. Lord Cecil 
suggested that it might be possible to amalgamate 
the proposed efforts of the Union and the I.P.C. 
at that time.

On Minute 34 — The Attitude of Members of the Execu­
tive towards H.M, Government, it was

RESOLVED: "That each member of the Executive be asked 
whether he (or she) wishes to be classi­
fied politically in a confidential list 
of members of the Committee and, if so, 
to which party he (or she) belongs, on 
the understanding that the party affilia­
tions of members will not be disclosed 

: although.the number of members belonging 
to each party and to no .party may be made 
.public." •
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(d) National Youth Committee. The Executive considered 

as a matter of urgency a Minute of the meeting of 
the National Youth Committee dated May 1st, 1937, 
and it Was

RESOLVED: "That the proposal of the Youth Committee 
that Mr. Greer, Mr. Carri tt und another 
member of the London Youth Groups Regional
Council should represent the Youth Group 
Movement at the National Peace council's 
Congress on May 28th be approved and 
adopted."

(e) Finance Committee. (Mr. Syrett reported) The 
Minutes of the Committee dated May 3rd, 1937 were 
approved and adopted.

/These Minutes included (25) Minutes; (26) 
Financial Statement; (27) Audited Accounts 
for 1936; (28) Joint Appeals Committee of the 
I.P.O, and the Union; (29) Investigation Com­
mittee; (30) Report of Director of Appeals; 
(3D Conference of Teachers; (32) party for 
Delegates to Conferences on Life and Work and 
Faith and Order; (33) Albert Hull Meeting on 
April 30th; (34) Camps in 1936; (35) passing 
of Cheques for Puyment; (36) Future Meetings 
of the Committee./

148. BgSCLUTIONS. The Executive received resolutions from
the Pangbourne Branch Committee, the Western Area Com­
mittee and the Council of the National British Women’s 
Total Abstinence Union. It was

RESOLVED: (1) “That the Pangbourne Branch be thanked 
for their resolution."

(2) "That the Western Area Committee be thanked 
for their resolution, and that they be 
reminded of the Manifesto cd opted by the 
Executive Committee on December 3rd, 1936."

(3) "That the British Women's Total Abstinence 
.Union be thanked for their resolutions with 
which the Executive Committee is in entire 
agreement."

149. MINUTES. Subject to the following decision and report 
An Mnutes 140 and 141, the Minutes of the l.st meeting 
a~ted April 29th, 1937 were confirmed as circulated.

On Minute 140 - 4 — Procedure Committee, on the 
motion of Lord Cecil it was

RESOLVED: "That the Procedure Committee be asked to
meet as soon as possible to consider the 
Preliminary Agenda for the Annual Meeting 
of the General Council."
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On Minute 141 - Spain, the Chairman stated th.t he 
hid communic.ted the Executive!s resolution to Lord 
Cr-nborne on April 29th who had received it very 
sympatheticully and had promised to lcy it before 

Mr. Eden.

150. ALBERIHLLEOIING. Ine Executive received a report 
on the meeting held in the Albert Hall on April 30th. 
The Secretary stated that although the accounts had 
not yet been finally made up, it was unlikely that the 
nett cost of the meeting would exceed £200.

Disappointment was expressed that the meeting had 
received so little publicity in one section of the 
press, and particularly in IH TIMES. Dame Adelaide 
Livingstone said that M. Pierre Cot's speech, together 
with comments on the Albert Hall meeting, had been 
broadcast in France, and Mr. Ie Prevost stated that the 
greater part of M. Cot's speech would be printed in 
HEADWAY.

After further discussion it was

RESOLVED: "That the cordial thanks of the Executive 
Committee be conveyed to Miss Hollingworth 
(Mrs. Vndeleur Robinson) for her very ’ 
successful organisation of the Albert Hall 
meeting."

151, .RESOLUTIONS FOR SUBMISSION TO THE XXIST PLENaRY CONGRESS. 
The Executive considered resolutions for submission to 
the XIst Plenary Congress of the Internation'.I Federa­
tion, ind hao before tnem-proposals (S.G.9031) submitted 
by the Secretary, who explained that, by a misunder- 
starting on his part, he had drafted two of the five 
resolutions all of which should have been selected by 
Lady Gladstone and Mr. Figgures from among those recently 
adopted by the Union. After discussion it was
RESOLVED; (1) "That the resolution standing in the name 

of Lord Cecil on Prevention of War and the 
Executive's resolution on Disarmament in 
the Preliminary Agenda for the General 
Council be submitted mutatis mutandis to 
the XXIst Plenary Congress."

(2) "That the resolution adopted by the Execu­
tive on March 23rd, 1937 on the subject of 
Addis Ababa be submitted mut^tis mutandis 
to the XXIst Plenary Congress."

(3) "That the draft resolutions on a General 
settlement in Europe and on Spain be 
referred to a sub-Committee consisting 
of Lord Cecil, Dr. Murray, Lord Lytton 
and Lady Gladstone for revision and for 
submission, in their revised form, to the 
XXIst Plenary Congress."
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CONH"RSENCE OFIEACHORS. Dr. Garnett reported on the 
vry successful conference held in the Great Hall of 
University College on the previous evening when tne 
president of the Board of Education had presided and 
more than 1,200 people had been present.

Miss Courtney suggested that at future meetings 
of this kind in order to facilitate contact, repre­
sentatives of the Dominions should wear distinguishing 
badges. It was
RBSOLVBD: "That the cordial thanks of the executive 

Committee be conveyed to Mr. Judd and h1S 
assistants for their successful organisa­
tion of the Conference."

SPAIN. Miss Corcoran said that the Youth Committee at 
their recent meeting had suggested that the League of 
Nations should be asked to tuke over the whole problem 
of relief and evacuation of Spanish refugees and that 
the British Government, in common with other govern­
ments, should make a contribution towards the cost.

Mrs. Dugdale reminded the Executive that the 
question of Jewish Refugees from Germany WoS at the 
present moment as acute at it had been for the 1u2t 
two or three years. She did not wish tO oppose the 
Youth Committee's proposal, but she thought the pro­
blem of refugees should be considered -.S a whole.

Lord Cecil statea tnut in any case the League , 
could do nothing in this matter until the end of May 
when the meeting of the Council took place. He was, 
however, strongly in favour of urging action by the.. 
League as soon as possible although he hoped to avoid 
such insistence on League action as might lead H.M. 
Government to take no action pending the meeting of 
the Council. After further discussion it was, on 
the motion of Lord Cecil,
RESOLVED: the Executive Committee

Impressed by the terrible suffering 
resulting from the continued fighting in 
Spain,

Urges H.M. Government in this emergency 
to contribute in the most effective W-Y 
possible to saving Spanish refugees of every 
kind."

The Executive then discussed at length the present 
situation in regard to Spain.

Sir Arthur Salter suggested that H.M. Government 
should try to ascertain what are the facts in regard 
tothe despatch of foreign aeroplanes, to •p-in. He 
said that the Non-Intervention Committee should attempt
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to observe the arrival of aeroplanes as well as of 
other forms of war material and troops. If it 
then became clear that Germany was sending aeroplanes 
to Spain on a substantial scale, the question of non­
intervention would be raised in its most acute form 
and it would be well for Spain to appeal to the League 
of Nations.

Lord Allen said that whilst carefully pursuing 
every avenue to discover some course of action which 
could withstand further breaches of non-intervention, 
and prevent further aggression in Spain, we should 
carefully weigh the consequences of any such course 
of action on the situation in other parts of Europe, 
such as that between Germany and Czechoslovakia. He 
supported the policy that Britain should take the 
lead in proposing in precise terms the withdrawal of 
volunteers from Spain as being both the most practical 
proposal with some immediate chance of results and 
most likely to prove effective in opening the door 
to action by the League.

Miss Rathbone referred to the Spanish Govern­
ment's demand for an enquiry into the bombing of 
Guernica. She thought there was a case not only 
for an enquiry into this incident but also an enquiry 
into the general observance of the non-intervention 
pact by all countries, and that, with this end in 
view, H.M. Government should be asked to propose 
that the Non-Intervention Committee or the League 
should send an impartial Commission to Spain.

Lord Lytton agreed with Miss Rathbone but wished 
to see the non-intervention policy carried a step 
further with a view to the removal of all volunteers 
from Spain. He understood that at the present 
moment the Italian and German Governments were more 
disposed than they had yet been to withdraw from 
the Spanish situation if they had an opportunity of 
doing so.. : He thought that if an armistice could be 
proposed, perhaps internationall it would not only 
have the effect of preventing the continuance of the 
non-intervention policy with all its dangers and 
drawbacks and breaches, but it would do more than 
anything else to bring the war in Spain to an end.

Lord Cecil did not think there was any form of 
special enquiry which could be relied upon to as­
certain ,whether German aircraft had or had not 
recently gone into Spain. He'believed that the 
right policy was for a general enquiry into the 
whole situation in Spain to be carried out by inde­
pendent commissions. By this means it might be 
possible to ascertain broadly what assistance was 
being given by different countries outside, and it 
might conceivably open up some common ground which 
would make an approach to peace possible.
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After further discussion it W.S

RESOLVED: "Ihut Lord Lytton be asked to see the

Foreign Secretary IS soon S possible 
.nd to talk over with him privately the 
present situation in Spuin in the light 
of the executive’s discussion."

PROCEDURE aT EXECUTIVE MEETINGS. It was

RESOLVED: "That in order that adequate time may be
allowed for the discussion by the Execu­
tive of questions other than those sub­
mitted by the advisory sub-Cormittees, 
the Chairman be asked strictly to enforce 
the Committee’s rule whereby consideration 
of the reports of sub-Committees shall 
cease and the consideration of these 
other Questions begin not later than 
11.30 a.m."
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INUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 
al 14, GHOSOWa CRESCENT, I

XECUTIV COMITTE
LONDON HELD

IY 20TH, 1937 AT 11 A. 1., ON THURSDAY,

Dr. Gilbert Murray (In the Chair), Sir 
Norman Angell, P.J. Noel Baker, Michael 
Barkway, N.M. Burris, Lord Cecil, Miss 
Judith Corcoran, Miss K.D. Courtney, 
Mrs. Dugdale, Miss Philippa Fawcett, 
Lady Gladstone, Lady Hall, Sir Arthur 
Haworth, Lady Layton, Dame Adelaide 
Livingstone, Councillor H.F. Shaw, 
Nowell Smith, major Lawrence Wright 
together with the Secretary and the 
Deputy Secretary.

155. hno---SFORABS-NCE were received fronrs. Corbett 
Asnb, Mrs. Beale, Lady Violet Bonham Carter, Major 
Anthony Buxton, Captain V.A. Cazalet, Admiral Drury. 
Lowe, -r -•N. himmiud, James Macdonald» G. le M. 
Lander, miss Gleaner Rathbone, Sir Arthur Salter,

3yrett and General Temperley.
156. /MCmTS of committggs.

(a) Q/lics Cpmmi11ee. (Dr. Murray reported) The 
Minutes of the meeting dated May 11th, 1917 were 
approved and adopted.

/These Minutes included (8) Minutes; (9) 
Regional Representatives; (10) London 
Regional Federation; (11) Appointments to 
Administrative Posts ; (12) Accommodation 01 ~-a-si (13) Appeals Department./

Committee. (Miss Corcoran reported)
subject to the following .decision on Minute ,3, the 
minutes of the Committee dated May 1st, 1917 were 
approved and adopted. ‘3

/These Minutes included (41) Minutes; (42) 
egistration of Groups; (43)- General Council;

National Peace Congress; (45) Conference 
Federation of Zionist Youth; (4b) Abyssinia;

41) Declaration "War Can Be Averted14; (48) 
Pain; (49) HGucation Committee; (50) Next Meeting; (51) Youth,/

QiLMinute 41 - General Council, it was

resolved. "That paragraph (5) be received, and 
that the remainder of the Minute be 
approved and adopted."
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(c) Education Committee. (Dr. Garnett reported) The 
minutes of the Committee dated May 10th, 1937, were 
approved and adopted.

/These Minutes included (47) Minutes; (48) 
Arising out of the Minutes; (49) Membership 
of the Committee; (50) Meetings for Teachers 
and Schools; (51) British Universities League 
of Nations Society; (52) He port of the Junior 
Branches Sub-Committee; (53) Matters Arising 
from the Second National Conference of Junior 
Branch Leaders; (54) Exchange Visit with 
Denmark; (55) International Federation of 
League of Nations Societies; (56) The History 
Panel; (57) Observance of Empire J-y; (58) 
Teachers' International Meeting; (59) The 
Easter School; (60) Summer Schools; (61) 
Nansen Pioneer Camps; (62) Conference of 
the Association for Education in Citizenship; 
(63) Young Teachers' Conference; (o4) captain 
Cole; (65) The Citizen Activities of the 
Teachers in the Peace Movement; (66) Armistice 
Day Message; (67) Report of Youth Committee;

. (68) Welsh Children's Wireless Message;_ (69) 
Junior Branches; (70) Junior Sections./

On Minute 58 — Teachers* International Meeting, 
in reply to a question from Miss Fawcett, Dr. 
Garnett said that he would present to the next 
meeting a detailed statement of the expenditure 
incurred in connection with the teachers' con­
ference".

157 • RESOLUTIONS. The Executive received resolutions from 
the Executive Committee of the Welsh National council 
and from the Petts Wood Branch Committee. It was
RESOLVED: (1) "That the Executive Committee of the 

Welsh National Council be thanked for 
their resolutions; and that, in regard 
to resolution 3, a copy of the state­
ment prepared by the Economic Committee 
and of the resolution adopted by the 
Executive Committee on April 22nd last 
be sent to them."

(2) "That the Petts Wood Branch be thanked 
for sending their resolution, and that 
their attention be directed to the 
letter by Dr. Gilbert Murray published 
in THE TIMES of May 18th."

158. MUTES. The Minutes of the last meeting of the Com- 
ittee dated May 6th, 1937, were confirmed as circulated.



On Minute 147 (c) - V4 — The attitude of Members 
of the Executive towards H.m. Government, the 
Executive considered the form in which the proposed 
enquiry should be addressed to members of the Execu­
tive. Miss Courtney suggested that any public use 
which might be made of the information obtained in 
response to the enquiry should be accompanied by a 
statement that the Executive Committee is an all­
party body and that its members come together on 
the basis of their mutual support for the League of 
Nations and endeavour to sink as far as possible 
their party points of view.

dl a

5

On Minute 149 - 140 - 4 - Procedure Committee, 
the Secretary reported that, although he had hoped 
the Procedure Committee would meet on ’Wednesday,
May 19th, none of the members had been able to 
present on that date. A meeting had now been 
for Wednesday, May 26th.

be 
fixed

1
theOn Minute 151 -- Resolutions for submission to

XXIst Plenary Congress, the Executive had before them 
the text of the resolutions on a General Settlement 
in Europe and on Spain 'which had been drafted by the 
sub-Committee for submission to the XXIst Plenary 
Congress, and the former of which Lord Cecil had 
since amended by the addition, at the end of the 
first numbered paragraph, of the words "or hinder 
the development of any state".

159- SPaIN. 
in Spain.

The Executive considered the present situation 
. A letter from Miss Rathbone, dated May 19th,

H.

was read to the Commjttee. Miss Rathbone suggested
that the Executive should pass a resolution urging the 
appointment of an International Commission — preferably 
by the League but alternatively by the Non-Intervention 
Committee — to enquire into the working of the Non- 
Intervention Pact in Spain itself and to investigate 
allgad recent breaches of the pact; and (2) that the 
Non-Intervention Committee should reconsider the possi­
bility of extending the observation scheme to aircraft 
coming by air, by establishing observers in the aerodromes 
of the countries participating in the Pact and/or in the 
aerodromes in Spain on both sides. Lord Cecil said that 
the first business was to stop the fighting. He
believed that was by far the most effective way of 
stopping aggression from outside. The Executive also 
considered a proposal by Mr. Noel Baker that the Execu­
tive should enquire of H.M. Government what progress 
had been made concerning the evacuation of foreign 
troops from Spain, as well as the proposal for an enquiry 
into the re sponsibility for the bombardment of Guernica 
and the violations of the Non-Intervention Agreement. 
After prol onged discussion it was

The Executive also

ii

f 
i
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RESOLVED: (1) "The Executive Committee of the League of 

Nations Union

Seeing +hat the intervention of foreign 
Powers in Spain constitutes not merely a 
gross breach of international law but an 
immediate danger to the peace of Europe, 
and that the action of the Non-Interven* 
tion Committee esigned to put an end to 
these evils appears to be hampered or 
inhibited by diplomatic obstacles and 
has not achieved its object,

2

Urges that an international Commission 
consisting of independent individuals 
of high personal standing should be 
appointed by the Council of the League 
for the purpose of conducting an impartial 
enquiry in Spain into alleged breaches 
of the Non-Intervention Pact, the Com- 
mission to be furnished with the necessary 
technical assistance."

(2)"The Executive Committee of the League of 
Nations Union

■

i J

Seeing that the continuance of the war in 
Spain constitutes a grave danger to 
international peace,

(

Urges that the Council of the League be 
asked to appoint an international com­
mission drawn from nationalities which 
have not taken an active part in the 
fighting to enquire what can be done to 
bring the actual hostilities to an end 
and what proposals can be made for esta­
blishing a permanent peace."

It was also on the motion of Mr. Noel Baker 
RESOLVED. (3) 'The Executive. Committee .of the League of 

Nations Union,

(Note.

In view of press reports suggesting that 
certain of the attacking forces may be
preparing to use poison gas in 
offensive against Bilbao,

Urges His Majesty's Government 
tete the purchase of gas masks

their 11! 
i

to facili- 
and other

defensive substances by the Basque 
authorities and the despatch of this 

■ material to Bilbao."
The wording of this resolution was left to Mr. 
Noel Baker ano une Chairman who settled it as 
above after the meeting.)



It was further

RESOLVSD: (4) "That the above resolutions be communicated 
immediately to H.M. Government and to 
the press."

(5) "That resolutions (1) and (2) above form 
the basis of the motions to be submitted 
by the Executive to the General Council 
of the Union at Torquay and to the 
Plenary Congress of the International 
Federation at Bratislava, subject to 
whatever changes may be necessary in the 
light of the situation then existing."

ABYSSINIA. The Executive considered the question of the 
representation of Abyssinia at the meetings of the 
League's Assembly. Lord Cecil doubted whether dele­
gates accredited by the Emperor of Abyssinia were 
necessarily representative of Abyssinia. He suggested, 
however, that H.M. Government should be informed that 
the Executive would regard it as most unfortunate if, 
at the present stage, anything were done to repudiate 
the right of Abyssinia to be represented at the Assembly 
or, however indirectly, to recognise the Italian con­
quest of Abyssinia. After further discussion it was

RESOLVED; "That it be left to the Chairman, in consulta­
tion with Lord Cecil, to write a private 
letter in this sense to the Foreign Secretary."

The Executive decided to adjourn to the next' 
meeting further consideration of the proposed deputa­
tion to Mr. Eden.

FRANCO-BRITISH DECLARATION. The Executive discussed the 
Franco-British declaration of April 24th. Apprehension 
was expressed lest, unless Germany could be induced to 
join in such an undertaking, it might develop into an 
alliance, against the policy of international organisa­
tion.

PRIVATE MANUFACTURE OF AND TRADING IN aW. The Execu­
tive discussed the Statement of H.M. Government Relating 
to the Report of the Royal Commission on the Private 
Manufacture of and Trading in Arms (Cmd. 5451). It was
RESOLVED: "That the Secretary be asked to bring before 

the Executive at its next meeting, an amend­
ment to the resolution standing in the Execu­
tive's name on the agenda for the General 
Council's meeting."

OIqaRMAMENT CONFERENCE. The Secretary reported com­
munications from the London Regional Federation and 
-rom the Oxbridge Branch, and it was
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RESOLVED: "That these communications be adjourned for

consideration at the next meeting of the 
Executive."

164. NORTH WEST FRONTIER. The Secretary reported communica- 
tions from the Women's International League and from 
the Chairman of the Paddington Branch of the Union con­
cerning recent events on the North-West frontier. It 
was
RESOLVED: "That no action be taken."

165. IMPERIAL CONFERENCE. On the motion of Mr. Noel Baker 
it was

RESOLVED: "That copies of the Declaration on Collective
Security dated January 1st be sent to members 
of the Imperial Conference with a covering 
letter from the Chairman stating that the 
Declaration has the support of the Executive 
Committee."

166. LEAGUE FILMS. Dr. Garnett reported a conversation he 
had had on the previous day with Mr. Sanders of the 
League secretariat concerning the two League films of 
which the Union had agreed to purchase copies. He 
said that the second film ended with a short speech by 
Mr. Eden pledging the British Government to uphold 
and strengthen the authority of the League, and he added 
that he hoped to arrange for both films to be shown 
privately to the delegates attending the Imperial Con­
ference as well as at Torquay and at Bratislava.

167. BY-ELECTIONS. The Executive received a report on 
recent By-Elections at Stalybridge and Hyde, Wandsworth 
Central, East.Birmingham and York.
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MAY 27TH, 1937 AT 11 A.M.

5.37.

: HELD 
ON THURSDAY,

■168.

169.

170.

PRESENT; Dr. Gilbert Murray (in the Chair), Vyvyen 
Adams, Lord Allen, p.j. Noel Baker, Lady 
Violet boniialu Carter, F,M. Burris, Major 
Anthony Buxton, Captain V.a. Cazalet, Lord 
Cecil, Miss Judith Corcoran, Admiral Drury- 
Lone, Miss Philippa Fawcett, Lady Gladstone, 
Lady Hall, Sir John Harris, Arthur Henderson, 
Dr. C.w. Klimins, Dame Adelaide Livingstone 
Lord Lytton, James Macdonald, Miss Eleanor 
Rathhone, Sir Arthur Salter, Nowell Smith, 
General Spears, H.S. Syrett, Professor 
Webster and Major Lawrence Wright together 
with the Secretary and the Deputy Secretary.

APQLCEIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Mrs. Corbett 
Ashby, a,C. Crossley, Mrs. Dugdale, Miss M. Lloyd 
George and General Temperley.

MR. LILLISHOOK. The Chairman invited Mr. Lilliehook, 
President mlect of the Swedish League of Nations 
Society, to attend the meeting and extended to him a 
welcome from the Committee.
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.

(a) Editorial committee. (Dr. Murray reported) Subject 
to the following report on Minutes 26 and 29, the 
Minutes of the Committee dated May 20th, 1937 were 
approved and adopucd.

ZThese Minutes included (26) Report of Investi­
gation Committee; (27) Papers for Administra- 
7X8 V.588; (28) Proposed New Publications; (29) Union Literature./

Qu...Minutes 26 - Headway and 29 - Union Literature. 
ald suggested that it would serve a most 

usmfun. purpose irthe Editorial Committee could in El te 18 examination of possible improvements 
in HinD "Y and 1ts survey of the Union's publications 10.tima for the Committee's conclusions to be con- 
siaered by the Branch Secretaries Conference at -orquay.

(D) Hconemic Committee. (Dr. Garnett reported) subject 
of the Following decision on Minute 14, the Minutes 
and adopt™ 6 dated ay 25tn, 1937 approved

ZThese Minutes included (11) Minutes; (12) 
pstter from Sir Alan Anderson; (13) Draft Pamphlet on Statistics of Colonial trade; 
of A.Draft Resolutions of the Belgian League 

Nations Union; (15) Proposed Joint Meeting 
Aauconomac,auu mandates committees; (16) Lord — Rhayader; (17) Mr. G.H.D. ColeV
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On Ivlinubc 14 — Drai.u n'esolutions of the Belgian 
Lc^ue of Nations Union, it was’

RESOLVLD: "That this Minute he adjourned for con­
sideration at the next meeting of the 
Executive.11

1?1. BRANCH RESOLUTIONS. The Executive received resolutions 
from the Budleigh Salterton Branch Committee, the

’ Jarrow Branch Committee and the Ilford Branch Committee. 
It was

RESOLVED: (1) "That the Budleigh Salterton Branch he
thanked for their resolution."

(2) "That the Jarrow Branch he thanked and 
he reminded of the resolution adopted 
by the Executive an March 23rd, 1937 
and communicated to H.M. Government."

(3) "That the Ilford Branch be thanked and 
be reminded of the resclutions adopted 
by the Executive on April 29th and May 
20th, 1937 and communicated to H.M. 
Government."

172. MINUTES. Subject Lo uil following decision and report 
on Minutes 12 — 147 and 165 » the Minutes of the last 
meeting of the Committee dated May 20th, 1937 were con­
firmed as circulated..

Qn..Minute 158 — 147 — The Attitude of Members of 
the Executive towards H.M. Government, the Chairman 
referred to a letter from a member of the Executive 
Committee and stressed the importance of members 
endeavouring' to sink their party points of view at 
meetings of the Executive and to come together on 
the basis of their mutual support for the League.

On Minute.165 — Imperial Conference, it was, on the 
motion of Lord Allen,

RESOLVED: "That copies of the Manifesto, adopted by
the Executive Committee on December 3rd, 
1936, be also sent to delegates attending 
the Imperial Conference."

Pg^iCE WEEKS. It was, on the motion of Professor Webster, 

RESOLVED: "That the Executive.Committee suggests that,
for the future, any 'Peace Weeks’ with which 
the Union or the I.P.C. is concerned should 
De described ub’League of Nations Weeks'; 
and that Lord Cecil and Dame Adelaide 
Livingstone be asked to communicate this 
suggestion to the British National Committee 
o-ithe I.P.C. for their.consideration." 



DEPUCATION_IO.MINIOLROELBOUK. Sir John Harris spoke 
of the deputation which had waited on the Minister of 
Labour on the previous day. He thought it was unfor­
tunate that only six members of the Executive were able 
to be present and he suggested that if, as was probable, 
another deputation waited upon the Minister in the near 
future, some members of the General Council of the Union 
might also be invited to serve in order that the 
deputation might be as fully representative as possible. 
He further suggested that on a future occasion it would 
be of help to those taking part in the deputation if a 
short memorandum of the points that were to be raised 
could be supplied to them. The Executive were informed 
that a full report on the deputation would be presented 
to the Industrial advisory Committee at their meeting 
that afternoon.

GENERAL COUNCIL. Lady Hall presented a report (S.G.9074) 
from the Procedure Committee which had met on the 
previous day. It was

RESOLVED: (1) "That the resolution on A General Settle­
ment for Europe to be submitted by the 
Executive to the XIst Plenary Congress 
of the international Federation at 
Brauislova, be printed as an appendix 
to the Final Agenda. “

(2) “That the motion on a National Conference 
included in the Preliminary Agenda in 
Lord Lytton's name be submitted to the 
General Council in the name of the Execu­
tive, subject to the second paragraph 
being amended to read as follows:

"Requests the Executive Committee to 
consider the calling of a Conrerance 
of branch delegates and other members 
of the Union at the Albert Hall in 
October, to take counsel with one 
another and with the leaders of the 
Union;“

(3) "That the Executive's motion on The League 
and Civil Wars Promoted from Outside be 
amended to read as follows and be included 
in the Final hgenda immediately before the 
Executive's motion on Spain:

"The General Council of the League 
of Nations Union

Considers that the intervention 
of foreign Governments as such in the 
internal policies of other countries 
is a manifest danger to international 
peace and may easily become merely a 

— d-S8u1sed form of aggressive war, and
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Urges H.M. Government to be vigilant in 
detecting such interventions and bringing 
them before the League at the earliest possible 
moment for appropriate action under articles 
11, 1.5 and 16."

(4) ‘That the resolutions on Spain, adopted by the 
Executive at its last meeting for submission to 
the Council, be printed in the Final agenda as 
follows:

"The General Council of the League of 
Nations Union

Seeing that the intervention of foreign 
Powers in Spain constitutes not merely a gross 
breach of international law but an immediate 
danger to the peace of Europe,

Urges that the Council of the League 
should appoint two International Commissions’

The first to consist of independent 
individuals of high personal standing and 
to conduct an impartial enquiry in Spain 
into alleged breaches of the Non-Intervention 
Pact, being furnished with the necessary 
technical assistance;

The second to be drawn from nationalities 
which have not taken an active part in the 
fighting and to enquire what can be done to 
bring the actual hostilities to an end and 
what proposals can be made for establishing 
a permanent peace."

5) "That the Executive's motion on Disarmament be 
amended, in the light of the resolution adopted 
by the Executive Committee of the British National

. Committee of the I.P.C., to read as follows:

"The General Council of the League of 
Nations Union,

Welcomes the initiative of the French 
Government in asking for the Bureau of the 
Disarmament Conference to be summoned;

, Urges, as a first step towards the
Apolition 0 cll war, the necessity for the 
-O-lt-on O aerial warfare, the control of 
CiV- aviation and, if necessary for that 
PurPoSe, the formation of an international “-r police force; and
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Requests H.M. Government to move the 

Bureau of the Disarmament Conference to treat 
this question as of the first importance with 
a view to obtaining international action upon 
it.

At the same time the Council

Invites H.M. Government by all means in 
its power to promote international agreement 
for the reduction of armaments.1'

(Note. The wording of this amendment was left 
to the Chairman who settled it as above 
after the meeting.)

"That the Executive's motion on Traffic in Arms be 
amended to read as follows:

"The General Council of the League of 
Nations Union recalls:

(1) Its resolution of 1935 stating "That it 
is contrary to the public interest that 
the manufacture and sale of armaments 
should be carried on for private profit".

(2) Its resolution of 1936 urging the Govern­
ment to adopt without delay those recom­
mendations of the Royal Commission on the 
Private Manufacture of and the Trading in 
Arms which would establish national and 
international control of the arms trade.

The Council, therefore, deplores the reply 
of the Government to the report of the Royal 
Commission which, while endorsing the Commission's 
conclusion that the private manufacture of arms 
should not be abolished, ignores the accompanying 
proviso "that the industry should be strictly 
supervised", and sets aside the recommendations 
of the report for bringing the manufacture and 
sale of arms under national and international 
control.

_ The Council is convinced that public 
opinion will be profoundly disquieted by the 
refusal oi Uhie Government to adopt any measures 
to deal with the abuses connected with the arms 
+. “de, and urges it to reconsider its attitude 
pthe moderate suggestions for control put 
-orward by the Royal Commission.

That.the following motion be submitted to the 
uenera Council as a matter of urgency:
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"The General Council of the League 
of Nations Union

Reaffirming its resolution of 
December, 1936,

Urges H.M. Government to take no 
action implying recognition of Italian 
sovereignty over Abyssinia."

(8)"That the General Council be recommended to 
co-opt as a member of the Council under 
Bye-Law 6 (ill), Mr. Reginald Minto, late 
Secretary of the Liverpool and Merseyside 
District Council."

The Executive Committee also had before them a draft 
resolution proposed by the Liaison Committee of the 
Union and the New Commonwealth for submission to the 
General Council in accordance with the request of the 
Council at its last meeting. After amendments to the 
draft resolution had been suggested by Lord Allen, Dr. 
Murray and Lord Cecil, it was

RESOLVED: "That the Liaison Committee be asked to meet 
again as soon as possible and to reconsider 
the draft resolution in the light of the 
amendments now suggested."

(Note. The joint resolution, if amended as suggested 
above, would read as follows:

"That the General Council of the League of 
Nations Union

(1) Viewing with grave apprehension the new 
armaments race which is fast developing 
among European nations;

(2) Expresses its conviction th.t the only 
hope of world peace lies, not in competi­
tive national.firmaments but in their 
drastic reduction combined with the esta­
blishment of the supremacy of law in 
intu ro-tional nff airs;

(3) Urees the vital necessity of a pre- 
.organised system of sanctions whereby the 
tn s Members of the League can contribute 
+0 “.SVS tem of international policing as 
the most effective deterrent against 
aggression."
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176. LEAGUE ASSEMBLY. Mr. Noel Baker drew the Cormittee’g 
attention to the admirable speech made by the delegate 
from Mexico to the League’s Assembly on the previous 
dy, opposing the exclusion of Ethiopia from’the League, 
and suggested th t n message of Congratulation should 
be sent to him from the Executive. After discussion 
it was agreed that the Chairman should send a message 
in his Personal capacity.
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IU-S OF A MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE HELD AT 
17 CRRCSVENOR? C2:3CEI2, LONDON, S.W. 1., ON THURSDAY, 

' JUI 3RD, 1937 AT 11 A.M.
Dr. Gilbert Murray (in the Chair), Vyvyan 
adams. Commander Agnew, Lord Allen, Sir 
Norman Angell, P.J. Noel Baker, Lady Violet 
Bonham Carter, F.M. Burris, Major Anthony 
Buxton, Captain V.A. Cazalet, Lord Cecil, 
Miss Judith Corcoran, A.C. Crossley, Lord 
Dickinson, Admiral Drury-Lowe, Mrs. Dugdale, 
Miss Philippa, Fawcett, Miss Megan Lloyd George, 
Lady Gladstone, Lady Hall, Sir John Harris, 
Dr. C.W. Kimmins, Lady Layton, Dame Adelaide 
Livingstone, Jumes Macdonald, G. Ie M. Mander, 
Miss Eleanor Bathhone, Sir Arthur Salter, 
Sir Archibald Sinclair, Nowell Smith, General 
Spears, H.S. Syrett, Professor Webster, Major 
Lawrence Wright together with the Secretary and 
the Deputy Secretary.

I.S FOR S. CE were received from Mrs. E.P. Beale, 
the Dean of Chichester, Neville Dixey, Sir Arthur 
Haworth and General Tomperley.

REPOTS OF COMMITTEES

(a) Economic committee. The Executive considered ad­
journed Minute 14 of the Committee dated May 25th, 
1937, and it was

RESOLVED: (1) "That resolution (1) of Minute 14 of 
the Economic Committee be approved and 
adopted."

(2) "That the resolution of the Belgian 
Society on Colonies be supported, 
subject to the 5th, 6th and 7th para­
graphs being amended to read as 
follows :

'Considering that it is the opening 
up of colonial territories for uni­
versal participation rather than 
the redistribution of closed-door 
colonies which is desirable;'

and subject also to the last paragraph 
being amended to read:

'That there be placed on the agenda 
of the appropriate Standing Committee 
of the Federation all other questions 
concerning the administration of 
colonial territories, including ques­
tions of sovereignty, administration, 
economic and finance.'
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It was suggested that the report on Colonial 
Territories which the Executive had asked a joint 
meeting of the Economic and Mandates Committees to 
prepare should he sent to the Standing Committee 
of the Federation so soon as it was available.

(0) Finance Committee. (Mr. Syrett reported) The 
Minutes of the Committee dated May 25uh, 1937, were 
approved and adopted.

/These Minutes included (37) Minutes; (38) 
Financial Statement; (39) Report of Director 
of Appeals; (40) Conference of Teachers; 
(41)*Passing of Cheques for Payment!/

Queen's Hall Meeting. Mr. Syrett protested against 
holding the proposed meeting in the Queen's Hall 
on Monday, June 21st, with Lord Lytton, Dr. Murray, 
Mr. Noel Baker and Mr. Walter Nash (Finance 
Minister of New Zealand) as the speakers, on the 
ground that the Union could not afford the cost of 
it and that it had' not been authorised either by 
the Executive or by .the Finance Committee. After 
considerable discussion, during which the Secretary 
explained the circumstances in which the meeting 
had been called and the purpose for which it was 
being held, it was

RESOLVED: (1) “That arrangements for the meeting 
in the Queen's Hall on June 21st 
should proceed."

(2) "iau the Executive Committee regrets 
that the meeting in the Queen's 
Hall for 21st June was undertaken 
without its previous approval and 
directs that in future no activity 
of the kind should be embarked on 
without submission to the Finance 
Committee and the approval of the 
Executive Committee."

Miss Fawcett stated that the London Regional Federa­
tion were doing all they could to ensure the 
success of the meeting. Notices had been sent to 
all thei^momberg- and an advertisement had appeared 
in the LONDON BULLETIN.

(c) Christian Organisations Committee and Industrial 
Advisory Committee, it was
RESOLVED: "That consideration of the Minutes of the 

Christian Organisations Committee dated 
May 26th and of the Industrial Advisory 
Committee dated May 27th be adjourned 
until the next meeting of the Executive, 
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but that, in the meantime, it be left 
to the Chairman to approve such execu­
tive action as may be needed immediately']'

9. COLONIAL TERRITORIES. It was

RESOLVED: "That the joint meeting of the Economic and
Mandates Committee for the purpose of pre­
paring a paper on the Colonial Problem in 
accordance with Minute 66 of the Executive 
Committee dated March 4th, be given power to 
add to their number and that their terms of 
reference include questions of sovereignty, 
administration, economics and finance."

180. MINUTES. Subject to the following decision on Minute
173, the Minutes of the last meeting of the Committee 
held on May 27th, 1937 were confirmed as circulated.

On Minute 173 — Peace Weeks, it was reported that 
the Executive Committee of the British National com­
mittee of the I.P.C., at their meeting on the previous 
day, had been unable to adopt the Union' s suggestion 
that, for the future, any ’Peace Weeks’ with which 
the dedeHaezwtehe- I.P.O. is concerned should be 
described as ’League of Nations Weeks’. The I.P.C. 
Executive had suggested, as an alternative title, 
'Peace Policy Weeks'.

Lord Cecil suggeoved that there should be included 
in the next Branch Letter a reasoned statement to the 
effect that, in view of the attacks that have been 
made on the League of Nations and an attempt to draw 
distinctions between the cause of peace and the League, 
it is very important that the Union's Branches should, 
as far as possible, emphasise that they stand for the 
League of Nations and that therefore where possible 
the Week should be called 'League of Nations ’Week' . 
But the title was, of course, a matter which must be 
left to the localities to decide for themselves. 
After further discussion it was

RESOLVED: (1) "That this matter be referred for con­
sideration and report by a small sub­
committee to be appointed by the Chair­
man ."

(2) "That, in the meantime, a paragraph be 
included in the next Branch Letter on 
the lines suggested, by Lord Cecil."

pOR CONSERVATIVE WORKERS. Mr. Vyvyan Adams re- 
Rrred tO a paper issued by the Information Distributing 
h ®au OL.S0. Stephen's House, Westminster, which had 
had mentioned at the last meeting of the Executive. He

aSCertuined tnut ui.i. Buren was inler the direction uined that uiio Bureau was under the direction
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of the Anti-Socialist and Anti-Communist Union and bore 
no relation to the Conservative Central Office. Mr. 
vyvyan Adams further reported a conversation he had had 
with Mr. Percy Cohen of the Central Office concerning 
statements regarding the Union and the I.P.C. which were 
alleged to have uppeared in the Notes for Conservative 
speakers. He had been unable to trace any such state­
ments in the HINTS FOR SPEAKERS published by the Conserva- 
time Central Office, but he read to the Executive a 
number of questions and answers on the I.P.O. which were 
contained in the March issue of a less important (but 
concrete) document known as NOTES FOR CONSERVATIVE 
WORKERS. The Executive thanked Mr. Adams for the in­
formation he had given them.

RT. HON. NEVILLE CHAMBERLAIN. It was unanimously

RESOLVED; "That Lord Cecil be asked personally to convey 
to the Prime Minister a cordial invitation to 
him to become an Honorary President of the 
Union; and that, if the Prime Minister is 
willing to accept such office, the General 
Council be asked formally to make the election 
at Torquay."

ANNUAL LASTING Or1 COUNCIL. The Executive had
before them proof copies of the Final Agenda for the
Annual Meeting of the General Council at Torquay. It was

RESOLVED: (1) "That it be left to the Chairman to invite 
members of the Executive to take charge 
of the several items on the Council's 
agenda."

/ (2) "That the Executive's advice to the Council 
on the several items on the agenda be as 
follows :

- • Required to Secure adoption of Motions on 
world Affairs ; to: leave this motion to a free 
vote of the Council.

2 —Associations of Teachers: to support the 
Edinburgh amendment.

5 . Justice (I.L.O, and L, of N.)-. T.qriy Hall
reported that the Industrial Advisory Committee 
at their last meeting had recommended, that the 
Procedure Committee should be asked to meet the 
me8lons Committee and urge them to withdraw their 
amendment.

6 - ~^Mity for Council Decisions: to support the 
-8mte and Redhill amendment.

‘* ^^~i-_Cpmmunication. to Members of the Union: to 
PPort the Welsh National Council's motion.
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o^n Air tewiuffi. to support the motion of the 
Chelsea Branch.

h weekly (or Fortnightly) Journal: to oppose.

organisation of the 'Pe_acjLLMovg!!B°a: to oppose.
International FeaCgLCampaign: to oppose the Bury 
“Amendment

who have Renounced the Use of 
e this motion to a free voteinvitation to those

Violence: to leav
of the Council.

annual Meeting of General Council: to 
the recommendation of the Regions Corn-Place of 

support 
mittee..

Svening Session for General Council Meetings., in 
London: to oppose.

National Conference: to leave this motion to a 
a free vote of the Council; and to ask the 
Finance Committee to prepare an estimate of tne 
cost of the proposed Conference for the guidance 
of the General Council.

The League and Civil Wars: to oppose the 
Kensington amendment.

Spain: (1) if motion (a) is adopted, the motion 
of the Cardiff Central Branch, with the exception 
of the second paragraph, will be out of order.

(2) to act upon the advice of the Procedure Com­
mittee in regard to the granting of urgency for 
motion (c) of the Cambridge University Branch; 
and, if urgency is granted, to oppose the motion.

Abyssinia: (1) to oppose the amendment of the 
London Regional Federation and to support the 
amendment of the Settle Branch.
(2) to leave motion (c) of the Regions Committee 
to a free vote of the Council.

British Re-armament: to oppose theamendments of 
the Wes ton-super-Mare and Shipley Branches.

h General Settlement for Europe: to oppose the 
amendments of the London Regional Federation, 
the Edinburgh Branch, the Scarborough Dd District 
and treatnam oruuches.

Ireaty of Versailles; to leave the first part of 
the motion to a free vote of the Council and to 
oppose the latter part.



22. Disarmament: to ask Lord Cecil.to redraft the 
Executive’s motion in. the light of recent events, 
and particularly of the meeting and dispersal of 
the Disarmament Conference.

23. Private Manufacture of and Trade in Arms; to amend 
the last paragraph of the urgency motion to be 
moved by the Executive as follows:

’The Council further urges H.M. Government to 
reconsider its attitude to the moderate 
suggestions for control put forward by the 
Royal Commission.'

24. Total Disarmament of all States: to oppose

27. Application of Economic Sanctions: to oppose the 
motion of the Dundee Branch and the amendment of 
the Cambridge University Branch.

28. Peaceful settlement of Disputes: to oppose the 
motion of the Stockport Branch and the amendment 
of the Berkshire Federal Council on the ground 
that this question is dealt with in the Executive's 
Manifesto.

30. Development of the League: to oppose

31 • Recognition of Governments: Lord Cecil stated that 
he had been in communication with the Manchester 
District Council and thought the motion would not 
be pressed at the Council Meeting.

ABYSSINIA. The Executive had before them a draft resolu­
tion suggested by Dr. McNair for submission to the XXIst 
Plenary Congress of the International Federation. Lord 
-eci Suggested slight verbal changes in the last para­
graph of the resolution, and it was

RESOLVED: "That the draft resolution, as amended by Lord 
Cecil, be circulated to the Executiv.e for con­
sideration at their next meeting." •

Eh.gThe Executive had before them a resolution 
adopted at an emergency meeting of the County 

g-sBranch on May 31st. Lord Cecil and Dr. Murray
-de" to Send the following letter to the press:
.Pinion in this country has been profundly dis- 
mor by the bombing of the Deutschland and still 
of t by the Goran bombardment of Almeria. incidents 
ti.his kind are likely to recur as long as war con-
-nueS- We would therefore urge once again the full 

1S6.0f the machinery of the League of Nations to as- 
certain authoritatively what is the real situation



In sonin, and especilly what action is 
still being taken in the Civil War by 
outide Powers, and whether there is any 
possibility of bringing the fighting to 
an e nd.

We feel strongly that, so long as 
fighting goes on, the danger of its 
spreading through Europe remains, and 
that agreements merely for non-intervention 
are Inadequate safeguards against that 
danger."
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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE HELD AT 
15, GROSVENOR CRESCENT, LONDON, S.W.I. ON THURSDAY,

JUNE 10TH, 1937 AT 11 A.M.

PRESENT; Dr. Gilbert Murray (in the Chair), Lord Allen, 
Sir Norman Angell, P.J. Noel Baker, Major 
Anthony Buxton, Lord Cecil, Miss Judith 
Corcoran, Miss K.D. Courtney, A.C. Crossley,
Lo rd D1 cki nso n, Admi ral Dru ry-Lo we Dugdale,
Miss Philippa Fawcett, Miss Megan Lloyd George, 
Lady Gladstone, Lady Hall, Sir John Harris, 
Arthur Henderson, Dame Adelaide Livingstone, 
Lord Lytton, James Macdonald, G. le M. Mander, 
Hon. Harold Nicolson, Miss Eleanor Rathbone, 
Sir Arthur Salter, Sir Archibald Sinclair, 
Nowell Smith, General Spears, General Temperley 
and Major Lawrence Wright together with the 
Secretary and the Deputy Secretary.

186. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Vyvyan Adams, 
Mrs. Corbett Ashby, Mrs. E.P. Beale, Captain V.A. 
Cazalet, the Dean of Chichester, Neville Dixey, and 
H.S. Syrett.

187. REPORTS OF COMTTEES

(a) Christian Organisations Committee. (Mr. Porter Goff 
reported). Subject to the following report and 
decision on minutes 52, 54 and 56, the minutes of 
the Committee dated May 26th, 1937 were approved 
and adopted.

/These minutes included; (46) Minutes;
(47) A Christian Policy for Europe; (48) 
Life and Work Conference; (49) Faith and 
Order Conference; (50) Party for Delegates 
to the Conference; (%) Geneva Cathedral 
Service; (52) Peace Tnrough Prayer; (53) 
Work in American Churches; (54) Roman 
Catholics and the League To-day; (55) 
Resolutions; (56) Applications for Corporate 
Membership/

Through Prayer, it was reported 
wj• ln accordance with the suggestion of the Com- 

vtee,Lord Halifax had received and had accepted 
an invitation to preach, at the broadcast service 
-rom St. vartin-in- the-Fields on Sunday, July 11th.

QnVinute54——Catholics and the League To-day, une ensirmen drew the attention of. the Executiveto 
snarticle by Mr. Epp stein, stating the case for the 
11^5 from the Romen Catholic point of view and pub- 

sned in the current number of BLACKFRIARS, the 
— Dominican Magazine. Mr. Macdonald suggested that
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this article should be reprinted by the Union in 
order that copies might be supplied to local Branches. 
It was

RESOLVED: "That the question of reprinting
Mr, Eppstein’s article be referred 
to the Christian Organisations Com- 
mittec, in consultation with the 
General Editor, for consideration and 
report".

on‘Minute 56 — Applications for Corporate Membership, 
Mr. Porter Goff stated that, in paragraph (b), the 
figure '61' should read 159’, and that the total 
number of Corporate Members quoted in the following 
paragraph should read '1,474'.

(b) Industrial Advisory Committee. (Lady Hall reported) 
Subject to the following report on minutes 58 and 
59, the minutes of the Committee dated May 27th, 
1937 were approved and adopted.

ZThese minutes included: (56) Minutes; (57) 
Membership of Committee; (58) L.N.U. Party 
to International Labour Conference; (59) 
General Council of the League of Nations 
Union; (60) Film on the I.L.O.; (61) Mr. Alec 
Wilson; (62) International Federation of 
League of Nations Societies; (63) Deputation 
to Minister of Labour; (64) Questions in 
Parliament; (65) Trade Union Congress; (66) 
Mr. Gillinder’s Report; (67) Industrial 
Affiliations/

Qn.. MLnute 58 — L.N.U, Party to International 
Labour Conference., the Executive were pleased to 
learn that enrolments for the Party had now reached 
the record figure of 49.

■ P1L.Minute... 59 — General Council of the League of 
Nations Union, Lady Hall stated that she had dis- 
Aussed the Regions Committee's amendment to motion 5 
.0r the General Council with Mr. Burris, who thought 
we Committee would be prepared to withdraw their 
amendment.

(C) -MlSl^ns and Ethics Committee. (Dr. Murray re- 
Ported. Subject to the approval of the Editorial 
olittee on minute 5, the minutes of the Committee 
ated Jung 1st, 1937 were approved and adopted.

AThese minutes included: (1) Minutes;
>4) Lady Horsley; (3) Sir Francis Younghusband;
—4) Resignations from Committee; (5) Leaflet — 
THE LEAGUE SPIRIT; (6) Lectures ,1938; (7) Corporate 
Members; (8) Prayer at Meetings; (9) Youth 
study Group/
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rd) Youth Committee, Miss Corcoran reported as a 
matter ofurgency on two minutes of the Youth 
Comdittee dated June 5th. It was

on Minute 55 — The German Youth Trial

RESOLVED: "That this minute be approved 
and adopted".

On Mi nu te.
RESOLVED: (1) "That, with the exception of 

sub paragraph (b), this minute 
be approved and adopted".

(2) "That resolution (2) be re­
ferred to the Editorial 
Committee with power to act".

188. BRANCH RESOLUTIONS. The Executive received resolutions 
from the Burnley Branch, the Southampton Branch Com­
mittee, the Streathem Branch Committee, and the Yeadon 
Branch. It was

RESOLVED: (1) "That the Burnley and Southampton 
Branches be thanked .and be reminded of 
the resolutions on Spain recently 
adopted by the Executive Committee."

(2) "That the Streathem Branch be thanked 
for their resolution and be informed 
of the action taken by the Executive 
in minute 192(c) below".

(3) "That the Yeadon Branch be thanked for 
their resolution".

189. .MINUTES. Subject to the following decision on minutes 
178 (bj and 180, the minutes of the Committee dated 
June 3rd, 1937, were confirmed as circulated.

-QlL.Minute 178(b) — Queen's Hall Meeting, it was, 
on the motion of Miss Fawcett,

RESOLVED: "That in the last line but one of this 
minute the word 'members' be amended 
to read 'Branches' ",

The Chairman explained to the Executive the circum­
stances in which, following the discussion at the 
last meeting of the Committee, the title of the 
meeting in the Queen’s Hall on June 21st had been 
changed to HOW TO STOP THE WAR IN SPAIN. Professor 
dose Castillejo had also been invited to address the 
meeting, and Dr. Murrey had dravn up a statement 
of policy which he had submitted to’ some of the 
speakers for their comments.
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Mr. Noel Beker 684d that, when he consented 

to the change in the title, he had not been told 
that professor Castillejo was to be invited. 
(The decision to invite him had not then been 
taken). In the altered circumstances he might 
find it difficult to fulfil his promise to speak 
at the meeting. The Executive expressed their 
hope that Mr. Baker would not withdraw from the 
programme.

Lord Cecil had doubts regarding the wisdom 
of the new title and expressed regret that the 
title had been changed without further con­
sultation with the Executive Committee.

On Minute 180 — 171 — Peace Vfe~fks, the Secretary 
presented the following report of the small sub­
committee which was appointed by the Executive 
at its last meeting end which had met earlier in 
the morning:

The sub-Committee prefer the title 'League 
of Nations Weeks’, but would be content 
with 'League of Nations Peace Weeks'. To 
avoid confusion the words 'League of Nations' 
should in every case form part of the des­
cription of a local 'Week'.

It was

RESOLVED: "That the report of the sub-Committee 
be approved and adopted".

On Minute 182 —---- :—• Hon- Neville Chamb e rlain, 
tordpQesihureported thet although he nedseen’ 
mns Parliamentary Private Secretary to 
meezChemoerleinimmedietely after the lest meeting of the Executive, it had not vet been 

P ssible for him to speak with the Prime Minister.

Annual Meeting of General Council .

R3SOLVED: "That the Executive's advice to the 
Council on motions 6 and 21 be amended 
to read as follows:

gg. Motion 6 — Publicity for Council 
ffplsions: to support the motion of 
the London Regionel Federation and to 
oppose .tne amendments of the Reigate 
and Redhill Branch.

auction 21 - Treaty of Versailles;
« oppose the motion of Belham and ' 
looting Branch pointing out that the 
subject is dealt with in the Manifesto.
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Tn reply to-a question from Lord Allen it was 
reported that at the meeting of the Council it 
reg likely that the spokesman of the New Conmon- 
W881th would ask leave to withdraw the motlon.
788 26) standing in their name since the Liaison 
Cordttee was still at work on a joint motion.

.tzomem OF cTTR SOCIETIES. The Chairman referred 
190. LITSBATUSts°nIeN had been made by various societies,

rerfudlS the l“.cT for copies of their publications 
to be displayed on the Union's bookstalls at the 
General Council's meeting at Torquey. Lord Cecil 
suggested that whatever publications were put on the SUfni8 bookstall should first be read and approved 
by the Editorial Committee of the Union, After dis­
cussion, during which it was pointed out that the 
purpose of the Union's bookstall was not so much to 
sell literature as to provide a means of brineing 
the publications of the Union prominently before 
Branch delegates, it was

RESOLVED: "That all requests for the display on 
the Union’s bookstall of publications 
of other societies be referred to the 
Editorial Committee with power to act .

Miss Rathbone suggested that if the Editorial Committee 
recommended against the publications of other societies 
being displayed on the Union’s bookstall, arrangements 
could no doubt be made with a local bookseller to dis­
play and sell such publications.

191. PREPARATION FOR AND OPERATION OF ECONOMIC AND MILITARY 
SANCTIONS. The Executive reconsidered their decision 
contained in minute 50 (42) of February 18th that the 
Services Committee be asked to consider and report on 
"the most effective practical steps that can be taken 
internationally for the preparation and putting into 
operation of sanctions both economic and military 
against an aggressor and to what extent prior con­
sultation is desirable".

In

I

General Temperley pointed out that it would be an 
immense task to prepare a comprehensive scheme on the 
lines suggested, and he did not think any practical 
result would be achieved by referring the matter to 
the Services Committee which consisted of retired 
soldiers, sailors and airmen. Such a scheme could, 
in his opinion, only be drawn up at Geneva and by repre­
sentatives of Governments. General Temperley referred 
to a Committee of the New Commonwealth of which he 
was Chairman and which was at the present time engaged 
in investigating the practicability of an international 
air force.

Mr. Mander said that he had originally brought 
the proposal before the Executive since it was constantly 
De1ng urged that prior consultation was absolutely 



essential if collective security was to be suc- 
cesefully applied. He thought it very important 
that the matter should be examined. But, in view 
of what General Temperley had said, he suggested 
that, instead of referring the matter to the 
Services Committee, the Committee of the New 
Commonwealth of which General Temperley had spoken, 
should be asked to consider this aspect of the 
question during their present discussions.

Sir Arthur Salter said that he had reached two 
definite conclusions regarding economic sanctions. 
In the first place much could and should be done to 
prepare for putting economic sanctions into force 
when required without waste of time (e.g. ensuring 
that the Governments possessed the legal powers 
necessary for applying sarctions so soon as an 
occasion arose). In the second place, it was 
hopeless to expect the League Secretariat or any 
other international body to prepare plans for putting 
economic sanctions into force against particular 
hypothetical aggressors.

After further discussion it was

RESOLVED: "That the resolution contained in minute 
No. 50(42) of February 18th, 1937, be 
rescinded; and that a small sub-Com­
mittee, consisting of Lord Cecil, 
Admiral Drury-Lowe, Mr. Mande r, Sir 
Arthur Salter, and General Temperley, 
be appointed to draft, for considera­
tion by the Executive, a proposal to 
take the place of the rescinded reso­
lution".

192. ABYSSINIA.

(a) Mr. Justice Clausen's Judgment. The attention 
of the Executive was drawn to Mr. Justice Cleuson’s 
judgment in the case of the Bank of Ehtiopia versus 
the National Bank of Egypt and Liguori of May 11th, 
1937» and it was

RESOLVED: "That the International Law Committee be 
asked to consider this matter and to 
advise the Executive in regard to it."

(b) Proposed Deputation to Mr. Eden. The Committee 
were reminded of their decisions contained in minutes 
oo. and 114 of March 18th and April 8th last. The 
opinion was expressed that there was no advantage in 
sending a detailed memorandum setting forth the 
executive's views to the Foreign Secretary at the 
present time, and it was therefore
RESOLVED: "That the decisions contained in minutes 

> 86 and 114 be rescinded."
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peclution tor_jglgt Plenary Congress. The Executive

‘ H-dbefore them a draft resolution (S.G.9106), pre- 
prepared by Professor McNair and subsequently amended 
by Tord Cecil, which it was suggested should be sub­
mitted to the XXIst Plenary Congress. It was

RESOLVED: "That the following resolution be approved 
and adopted for submission to the XXIst 
Plenary Congress of the International 
Federation:

'The XXIst Plenary Congress of the Inter­
International Federation of League of 
Nations Societies urges the Assembly of
the

(11)

(Hl)

League

to re-affirm with special reference 
to Abyssinia its resolution of March 
11th, 1932, upon the duty of members 
of the League not to recognise any 
situation that may be brought about 
by means contrary to the Covenant of
the League of Nations or to 
of Paris:

to re-affirm its resolution 
4th, 1936, upon the duty of

the Pact

of July 
members

of the League not to recognise any 
territorial acquisitions resulting 
from force: and

to resolve further that it is incumbent 
upon members of the League not to 
recognise any means contrary to the 
Covenant and to the Pact of Paris as 
having had the effect of 'extinguishing 
the statehood of Abyssinia or as ter­
minating its League membership or as 
invalidating (or affecting) its right 
to continue to accredit representatives 
to the League of Nations'”

(d)

1193.

B6golutipii of Eccles Youth Group. The Executive had 
DSore them a resolution adopted by the Eccles Youth 
Group on th April, 1937 (S.G.9092). It was

RESOLVED: "That the Eccles Youth Group be thanked 
for sending their resolution, but that no 

. - ..further action be taken in regard to it3.

SrAI.i , Lord Cecil expressed regret that a more 
Ba~h-ouS protest had not been made concerning the 

of open towns. He would have liked 
itsEe 8.strongEy worded statement, recognising that 
to hmextremely difficult, and very likely impossible, 
oughuanise war, but that the whole civilised world 
partico, consider carefully recent events in Spain and eu-arly (1) whether there was any means of
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nontne their repetition, and (2) whether thoy did 

prevsuenSely strengthen the case for the abolition of 
n°ri-l warfare. He regretted that the issue had not deen raised freely at the League of Nations Council 
and Assembly.

Mr. Noel Baker supported Lord Cecil and expressed 
the hope that the Executive would try to stimulate the 
conscience of the country in the matter.

Mr. Crossley thought the use of bombing aeroplanes 
on both’sides was becoming gradually worse, and he urged 
that whatever action was taken should apply equally to 
both parties in the Spanish conflict.

The Executive were reminded of their resolution 
of 29th April, and it was suggested that an urgency 
resolution on this subject should be submitted to the 
General Council at Torquay.

Miss Rathbone stated that the Duchess of Atholl 
was sending a letter to the press, and suggested that 
the Executive might see its way to support it.

It was further proposed that H.M. Government should 
be asked to press for war vessels engaged in the coastal 
patrol around Spain to carry observers from countries 
participating in the Non-Intervention Pact other than 
those to which the war vessels belonged. Mr. Nicolson 
expressed his readiness to mention this proposal to 
members of the Government, and after further discussion 
it was

RESOLVED: "That a resolution on this subject be drafted 
for consideration by the Executive at its 
next meeting".

It was also, suggested that if the German and Italian 
representatives had rejoined the Non-Intervention Com­
mittee before the conclusion of the Council's meeting 
at Torquay, an urgency resolution containing the pro­
posal outlined above should be submitted to the Council.

194. I^ESRIAL CONFERENCE. The Executive received with 
interest a copy of a cablegram sent from the Canadian 
League of Nations Society to Mr. Mackenzie King, and a 
statement issued by the Council of the New South Wales 
Branch of the Australian League of Nations Union.

195. DATE.OF NEXT MEETING. It was

RBSOLVED: “That a special meeting of the thirty members 
of the Executive elected by the General 
Council be held on Tuesday, June 22nd, for 
the purpose of co-opting additional members 
of the Executive for the year 1937/38; and 
that the next ordinary meeting be held on 
Thursday, June 24th".
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CONFIDENTIAL L-GUL O: NATIONS UNION 10.6.37

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE co-OPTATIONS SUB-COMMITTEE 
H-LDAl 1), GROSVENOR CR.S .NT, 3.W. 1., ON TUESDAY, 

JUNE 8TH, 1937 AT 12 NOON.

minutes 
held AT

OF A SPECIAL Ml 
15, GROSVENOR ( 
TUESDAY , JUNE 4

PRESENT: Dr. Gilbert 
Adams, Lady

PRESENT: Dr. Gilbert Murray (in the Chair), P.J. Noel 
Baker, Mrs. Dugdale, Lady Glads tone.

QOrOPTz^Zl^S__rO.mCuTIVE COMMITTEE FOR 1937/38. The
Committee considered the names of those members of the
Executive Committee in 1936/37 who had not been re­
elected for the year 1937/38, together with other 
suggested names. After discussion it was

RESOLVED: (1) "That the Executive Committee, as elected 
at the annual Meeting of the General 
Council at Torquay, be recommended to 
co-opt the following members to serve 
on the Committee for the year 1937/38:

The Duchess of Atholl, M.P. 
Captain V.n. Cazalet, M.P. 
Dean of Chichester 
Miss Judith Corcoran 
Lord Dickinson 
Neville Dixey 
Mrs. Dugdale 
Miss Philippa Fawcett 
Miss Megan Lloyd George, M.P. 
Lady Hall 
Arthur Henderson, M.P.
Captain Liddell Hart 
Dame Adelaide Livingstone 
James Macdonald 
Gerald Palmer, M.P.
Sir John Power, M.P.
George Ridley, M.P. (or A.G.Walkden,M.P.) 
Sir Arthur Salter, M.P.
Brig.-General E.L. Spears, M.P.
H.S. Syrett
Major-General A.C. Temperley.

(2) "That the Executive be recommended to invite 
members of the Labour party to fill the. 
next two vacancies which occur on the 
Committee."

(3) "That the Chuirman continue to be regarded 
as an ex-officio member cf the Executive."

196

197

ILETING CF THE EXECUTIVE COMMIITEE 
CRESCENT, LONDON, S.W. 1., ON 
22ND, 1937 AT 11 a.M.

Murray (in the Chair), Vyvyan 
Violet Bonham Carter, Lord Cecil,

Admiral Drury-Lowe, Lady Gladstone, W.T. 
Pritchard, Miss Eleanor Rathbone, Major 
Lawrence Wright, together with the Secretary 
and Deputy Secretary.

aPOLCGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Mrs
Ashby, Mrs. Beale, Sir Arthur Haworth, G. . 
Hon. Harold Nicolson, Nowell Smith and F.W

le M.
Corbett
I. Mander,

leaver.

CO-OPTATIONS FOa 1937/38. The Executive considered the 
report of the Co-optations Sub-Committee dated June 
8th, 1937. After considerable discussion it was

RESOLVED: (1)

(2)

(3)

"That the following persons be invited 
to serve on the Executive Committee for 
the year 1937/38:

The Duchess of Atholl, M.P. 
Captain V.a. Cazalet’, M.P.
Dean 
Miss 
A.C. 
Lord 
Mrs. 
Miss 
Miss 
Lady

of Chichester
Judith Corcoran 
Crossley, M.P. 
Dickinson 
Dugdale
Philippa Fawcett
Megan Lloyd George, M.P

Arthur Henderson, M.P. 
Captain Liddell Hart 
Dr. C.W. Kimmins
Dame Adelaide Livingstone 
James Macdonald
Gerald Palmer, M.P 
Sir Arthur Suite r, 
Brig.-General E.L.

h.G.Talkden, M.P.

M.P. 
spears

Temperley

"That the Chairman continue 
as an ex-officio member of

'That the recommendation of 
Sub-Committee that members"

to be regarded 
the Executive.'

the Co-optations 
of the Labour

Party be invited to fill the next two 
vacancies which occur on the Committee, 
be received.
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MINUE33 OF A MEETTOP THE EXECUTIVE COWlSlEE HELD 
AT 14, GEOSVENOR CRESCENT, LONDON,.8,W, 1., ON THURSDAY

JUNE 2401, 1937 AT 11 A.M. ’

PRESENT: Dr. Gilbert Murray (In the Chair), Lord alien 
Sir Norman Angell, Mrs. Corbett Ashby, P. 
Noel Baker, Mrs. E.p| Beale, Lady Violet 
Bonham Carter, Major Anthony Buxton, Lord 
Cecil, the Dean of Chichester, Miss Judith 
Corcoran, Miss K.D. Courtney, Lord Dickinson, 
Admiral Drury-Lowe, Mrs. Dugdale, Miss Philippa 
Fawcett, Miss Megan Lloyd George, Lady 
Gladstone, Lady Hall, Sir John Harris, 
Arthur Henderson, Lady Layton, Dame Adelaide 
Livingstone, Lord Lytton, G. Ie M. Mander, 
Hon. Harold Nicolson, W.T. Pritchard, Miss 
Eleanor Rathbone, Nowell Smith, General 
Spears, Major Lawrence Wright together with 
the Secretary and the Deputy Secretary.

APOLOGIES FOR ABS.ajgE were received from Vyvyan adams. 
A0z.Crossley, r. C.w. Kimmins, James Macdonald, 
Gerald Palmer, Sir Archibald Sinclair and H.S. Syrett.

PROCEDURE a.T EXECUTIVE MEETINGS. Lord Cecil proposed:

mat each question coming before the Execu- 
five Committee should be disposed of by a 
resolution put expressly to the meeting and 
recorded in the Minutes, and that the Chair- 
man and Secretary should take the necessary 
measures with this object.

ThosChairmn expressed his agreement with Lord Cecil's PV POSCL .
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.

( ) office Committee (Professor Murray reported) 
th J° tne following report on Minute 15, 
1n6 Minutes of the Cormittee dated June 2nd, 
1971 were approved and adopted.

ZThese Minutes included (14) Minutes; (15) 
72-Yearly revision of Wages and Salaries;
2; ReElona1 Representatives; (17) over- 
S808.8ecrtary; (18) Superannuation; (19) 
mrri Lcave; (20) MrB. Schofield; (21) 
Restoration of Cuts in Salaries and Wug,6,7

SGibrjai^ ~ H&--i-Yearly Revision of Wages and 
1terv9r1t w28 understood that the proposal to 

servrndi or SParks’ grade was subject to the Ob- 
1926 t.h>-1 IIow executive‘8 decision of 4th November _ °‘unit should circumstances require a 
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departure from the grading without waiting for 
the required two years consideration the Staff 
Committee should be consulted before such de­
parture is actually made effective".

National Youth Committee. Subject to the decisions 
taken at the last meeting of the Executive on 
Minutes 55 and 56 as well as to the following 
decisions, the Minutes of the Committee dated June 
th, 1937 were approved and adopted.

/These Minutes included (52) Minutes; (53) 
Registration of Groups; (54) I.L.O. Summer 
School; (55) German Youth Trial; (56) Spain; 
(27) General Council; (58) Yguth Finance;
(59) National Peace Congressa/

On Minute 55 -- German Youth Trial, the Executive 
learned with great interest of the circumstances 
in which Mr. Carritt had attended and spoken at 
the trial on June 14th of the leaders of the 
Bundische Jugend Movement. It was, on the motion 
of Mrs. Dugdale, seconded by Miss Courtney, 

RESOLVED: "That the congratulations of the Execu­
tive Committee be conveyed to Mr. 
Carritt on his courageous action."

On Minute 56 — Spain, it was reported that, in 
accordance with the decision taken by the Executive 
at its last meeting (Minute 187(d)) the two 
leaflets RECENT BREACHES BY GEANY AND ITALY OF 
THE NON-INTERVENTION AGREEMENT and ITALIAN 
AGGRESSION IN SPAIN had been laid before the 
Editorial Committee at their last meeting. The 
Committee did not think that the leaflets should 
be circulated to Branches of the Union. It was, 
however,

RESOLVED: "That a notice be inserted in HEADWAY 
drawing the attention of readers to 
the two leaflets mentioned above."

Women’s Advisory Council Sub-Committee for I.P.C. 
(Lady Gladstone reported) The Minutes of the 
Committee dated June 7th, 1937 were approved and 
adopted.

/These Minutes included (15) Minutes; (16) 
Invitation to Co-operate; (17) "Women and 
Peace" Leaflet; (18) National Costumes;
(19) Speakers on the I.P.C.; (20) Peace 
Penny fiards; (21) Special Meeting for 
Women;/
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EducntionConmittee. The Minutes of the Committee 
dated June 7th, 1937 were approved and adopted.

/These Minutes included (71) Minutes; (72) 
Arising out of the Minutes; (73) Membership of 
the Committee; (74) Annual Conference of the 
National Association of Schoolmasters; (79) 
International Peace Campaign; (76) Summer 
Schools, Camps and Conferences; (77) Report 
of Book-List Sub-Committee; (78) New Film;
(79) Arrangements or-the Christmas Holidays;
(80) Junior branchese/

Mitorial Committee. Subject to the following
decision on Minute 33, the 
dated June 10th, 1937 were

/Ihese Minutes included 
Literature for Sale at

Minutes of the Committee 
approved and adopted.

(30) Minutes; (31) 
Council'Meeting, Torquay;

(32) HEADAY; (33) Memorandum on Report of 
Investigation Committee,; . (34) Posters; (32), 
Survey of Union Publications and Posters; (36) _ 
Leaflets for W.A.C. ; (37) History of the Union./

Cn Minute 33 - Memorandum on Report of Investigation 
Committee, it was

RESOLVED: "That this memorandum be adjourned for con­
sideration-at the next meeting when Sir 
Norman Angell can be present.'1

Administration Committee. Subject to the following 
report on Minute 46, the Minutes of the Committee 
dated June 10th, 1937 were approved and adopted.

Zlhose Minutes included (43) Minut (44) Public
Meetings at Armistice Time; (49) National Con­
ference; (46) Declaration: War can Be Averted 
(47) Literature for House to House Canvassing;
(48) The Union’s Publications; (49) UNION;
(90) Branches,. Corporate Members, etc.; (51) 
Membership; (52) Peace Weeks;. (93) Youth

I E

■QQ_Minute'46 - DECLARATION: War Can be Averted, 
16 Rathbone suggested that in the early autumn the

Executive should consider making a big effort to 
recreate belief in collective security.

Verseas Committec. (Lady Gladstone reported) Subject
n? tne following decision on Minute 21, the Minutes

the Committee dated July 21st, 1937 were approved
"-d adopted.

।
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/Ihese Minutes included (20) Minutes; (21) 
XXIst Plenary Congress of the International 
Federation; (22) Report on the Annual 
Congress of the Belgian League, of Nations 
Union; (23) Overseas Report/

On Minute 21 (b) - XXIst Plenary Congress of the 
International Federation, it was on

I.L,O, Economic and Social Questions.
11. Raw Materials and Colonies,

RESOLVED: "That the Union's delegates be asked to 
propose that this resolution be referred 
to the standing Committees of the con­
stituent Societies for further study.11

On paragraph (c), it was

RESOLVED: "That Mr. Arnold Forster be invited to 
serve in place of Captain Thomas as one 
of the Union's representatives on the 
Council of the Federation.0

(h) Christian Organisations Committee. The Executive 
considered as a matter of urgency the following 
resolutions adopted by the Committee at its meeting 
on June 23rd, 1937:

(1) “That the statement prepared by the Chairman 
of the Christian Organisations Committee be 
printed in pamphlet form to be sent to the 
delegates to the Conference on Life and Work 
at Oxford and to the Conference on Faith 
and Order at Edinburgh, and for subsequent 
use by the Committee."

(2) “That the pamphlet be issued in the name of 
the Committee.“

It was

RESOLVED: "That the above resolutions be approved 
and adopted, subject to the approval of 
the pamphlet by the Chairman of the 
Editorial Committee.a

201 £WCH RESOLUTIONS. The Executive received with interest 
ne resolutions adopted by the Welsh National Councilon June 5th, 1937, and it was

RESOLVED: "That tha Welsh National Council De thanked 
for their resolutions."
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of the meeting. It was

202

203

204.

MINUIaS. Subject to the following report on Minute 
189 - 182, the Minutes of the last meeting of the 
Committee dated June 10th, 1937 and of the special 
meeting dated June 22nd, 1937 were confirmed as cir­
culated.

On Minute 189 -- 182 — Rt.Hon. Neville Chamberlain, 
Lord Cecil stated that he hoped to be able to make 
a report to the next meeting of the Executive.

The
attention of the Executive was directed to a letter 
from Mr. Gerald Bailey, the Secretary of the National 
Peace Council, inviting the Union, the I.P.C., the 
Peace Pledge Union and the B.Y.P.A., to an informal 
conference with a view to achieving “the greatest 
possible unity of action in the peace movement and 
especially for a more effective collaboration between 
the headquarters of the major organisations concerned”. 
The Executive were reminded of the draft agreement 
(D.3.2196) between Dr. Garnett and Mr. Gerald Bailey 
which had been approved and adopted by the Executive 
on December 18th, 1936 and on January 21st, 1937, but 
which the National peace Council had been unable to 
accept. After considerable discussion during which 
Lord Cecil suggested that no decision should be taken 
by the Executive at its present meeting but that he 
should, on his own responsibility, invite Mr. Bailey 
to discuss with him in detail the proposal made in his 
letter of June 21st, it was

RESOLVED: "That Lord Cecil’s suggestion be approved 
and adopted, and that further considera­
tion of the communication from the National 
Peace Council be adjourned until the next 
meeting." 

^EEN'S HaLL MEETING. It was reported that the meeting 
neld in the Queen's Hall on June 21st had been a great 
success. The hall had been completely filled and some 
three hundred people were unable to gain admission, 
it was estimated that the proceeds of the collection 
and the receipts from the sale of tickets would more 
than cover the cost 
RE SOLVED: (1) "That the congratulations of the Execu­

tive be conveyed to Miss Hollingworth 
on her very successful organisation of 
the meeting."

That, subject to the approval of the 
Finance Committee, not less than twenty- 
five per cent of the gross receipts from 
the meeting be contributed to the Fund on 
behalf of the Basque children."
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Dame Adelaide Livingstone expressed regret that the 
press reports of the meeting had been so meagre. 
The Executive were reminded that the NEWS CHRONICLE 
had given much publicity to the meeting prior to the 
event as well as a short report on the following day, 
and that an excellent account of the proceedings had 
appeared in the MANCHESTEN GUARDIAN. Representatives 
of the Press Association had been present throughout 
the meeting.

It was suggested by several members of the Execu­
tive that the speeches at the meeting and particularly 
that of Mr. Walter Nash, should be made available in 
pamphlet form. After discussion it was

RESOLVED: "That this suggestion be referred for con-
sideration by Sir Norman Angeli and the 
General Editor, with power to act."

20$. ANMliL-MEETING OF GENERAL COUNCIL. The Executive had 
before them the text of the resolutions adopted by the 
General Council at its Torquay meeting. It was

RESOLVED: "That the resolutions of the General Council
be adjourned for consideration at the next 
meeting of the Executive, together with 
a note recommending the action the Executive 
should take in regard to the resolutions."

The Executive were informed that the General Council 
had resolved that the speech delivered by Lord Allen 
in presenting the Manifesto should be printed and made 
available for all Branches by July 1st. This was 
being done.

Miss Fawcett suggested that the text of the Mano- 
iesto should also be reprinted together with Lord Allen’s 
speech, and it was

RESOLVED: "That this suggestion be referred for con­
sideration by the Editorial Committee in 
consultation with Lord Allen.”

SECRETARIES AND OTHER WORKERS. The 
ecrUIVe had before them the text of recommendations 

r--vted Dy the Conference of Branch Secretaries which 
Id been held at the close of the General Council’s meeting, it was

RESOLVED: (1) "That recommendations (1), (2) and (3)
be referred to the Administration Com­
mittee for consideration and report."

(2) "That.reports made at the Conference in 
regard to Peace Weeks and other matters, 
as well as suggestions made at the con­
clusion of the Conference to Lady Hall
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on Branch organisation and the planning 
of Branch programmes he also referred 
to the Administration Committee."

'SPAIN. The Executive considered the present situation 
in Spain. They had before them the following draft 
resolution prepared in accordance with Minute 193 of 
the last meeting:

"The Executive Committee of the League of Nations 
Union urges His Majesty’s Government to press 

«= for war vessels engaged in coastal patrol around
Spain to carry observers from countries other 
than those to which the war vessels belong but 
participating in the Non-Intervention Pact."

' Mr. Nicolson said that he had discussed this proposal 
' with members of H.M. Government who favoured it in 
principle.

Lord Cecil hoped that the Executive would not adopt 
’ this resolution for two reasons. In the first place, 
he thought it rather dangerous for the Committee to 
make detailed suggestions on a technical matter of 
this nature; and secondly, he felt strongly that, in 
the light of recent events, the medium of the Non- 
Intervention Committee as an effective means of putting 
an end to the war should be abandoned and the whole 
matter referred back to the League.

The Dean of Chichester expressed the opinion that 
a great opportunity was now afforded for the Union to 
make a demarche in favour of the League.

The Executive Committee were reminded of their 
resolution of April 8th, 1987, and, after further 

•discussion, it was, on the motion of Lord Cecil,

RESOLVED: (1) "The Executive Committee of the League 
of Nations Union

In view of the recent difficulties in 
operating the Non-Intervention Committee 
coming after a long record of dilatory 
evasion,

Is of opinion that the whole question of 
intervention in Spain and the continuation 
of the war in that country should be forth­
with referred to the League of Nations, 
and that for that purpose an immediate 
meeting of the Council be called."

. (2) "That the above resolution be immediately 
communicated to H.M. Government and to 
the press."



(XMOICaTION FROM i'HE WOMEN’S INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE. 
The Secretary read to the Committee a letter senty 
rhe Women’s International League to the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer on June 14th, urging H.M. Government 
to follow the exampie of the French Government in making 
a grant to the Spanish Refugees. It was suggested 
that H.M. Government might give a £1 for £1 grant as 
was done in the case of Austrian relief in 1921. it 
was

RESOLVED: "That the Chairman be asked to write a letter 
to HloM, Government, supporting the request 
of the women’s International Leaguu.1'

IMP^RIaL COHERENCE AND A LEaGUE OF NATIONS POLICY. 
Reference was made to the recent proceedings of the 
Imperial Conference in regard to the League of Nations.

Lady Gladstone drew the attention of the Executive 
oo reports from the Dominions which were included in 
-h-.-V-rSeas.nports for May and June already circulated 
UO olle MxecuUlVe.

Dr. Murray said he was somewhat disturbed by 
various events recently, particularly by the article on 
Canada published in THE TIMES that morning.

Lord Cecil suggested that at some future date the 
EXiC ut J- ought to consider carefully a line of policv correlating the League with the Empire. Y

B---LECIIONS. The Executive received a renort on .L, 
ST Corbett By-Glcclon. the Committee congratulated 
m*, U “ ashDy on having increased her vote in th 
LomalHempstsad By-Election. They also congratulated Lord Dickinson on his daughter's success in thcontcSt.

local Srideatza/ie." t bt union's

RL8OLVED: "That the congratulations of the Executive 
be conveyed to Mr. Lipson."

? en. Executive received comattut of ththT mentins.of the British National
" oi the I.P.O. dated June 10th, 1937
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. __ LEACUE OF NATIONS UNION 5.7.37.—-
LDENILAL 1 )

coes OF A MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE HELD '... .
... CRESCENT, LONDON, S.W. 1., ON THURSDAY,
■ • JULY 1ST, 1937 AT 11 A,M.

UpsENT: Lord Cecil (in the Chair), Vyvyan Adams, 
Sir Norman Angell, P.J. Noel Baker, Lady 
Violet Bonham Carter, F.M. Burris, Major 
Anthony Buxton, Miss K.D. Courtney, A.C. 
Crossley, Lord Dickinson, Admiral Drury-Lowe, 
Miss Philippa Fawcett, Miss Megan Lloyd 
George, Lady Gladstone, Lady Hall, Sir John 
Harris, Arthur Henderson, Dr. C.W. Kimmins, 
Lady Layton, Dame Adelaide Livingstone, 
James Macdonald, G. Ie M. Mander, Gerald 
Palmer, W.T. Pritchard, Miss Eleanor Rathbone, I Nowell Smith, H.S. Syrett, General Temperley,
F.W. Weaver, Major Lawrence Wright together 
with the Deputy Secretary.

212. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Mrs. E.P. Beale, 
Captain Cazalet, Lord Lytton and General Spears.

■ 213. REPORTS OP1 COMMITTEES 6

• (a) Editorial Committee. The Executive considered 
(adjourned) Minute 33 of the meeting dated June 
10th, 1937, together with its accompanying 
memorandum. Sir Norman Angell, in presenting the 
memorandum on HEADWAY and the Union’s Publications 
(S.G.9112) suggested that the Editorial Committee 
should be asked carefully to consider the possi­
bility of obtaining an enlarged public sale for 
HEADWAY, the distribution being effected if possible 
through publishing firms.

In reply to Mr. Pritchard, who said that the 
Investigation Committee would welcome an opportunity 
of discussing the memorandum with the Editorial

9 Committee, Sir Norman Angell invited the members of
the Investigation Committee to meet his Committee at 
some convenient date in the near future.

Sir Norman reminded the Executive that the 
case for the League varied with changing circum­
stances and there was often a difference of opinion 
in regard to what ought to be presented to the public 
at a given moment. He suggested that one function 
of the Editorial Committee should be to arrange at 
fairly frequent intervals informal meetings between 
members of the Executive Committee and the officers 
responsible for the Union's publications.

Lord Cecil felt that it was not always easy to 
obtain rapid decisions from the Editorial Committee 
and asked whether it would be possible for the Com- 

__mlttee to appoint some smaller body, who would of
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i cc, report to the full Committee as soon as possible, 
"o wouj.d be able to take action in cases where it

I ge desired to issue a publication immediately. Lord
I grilrurther pointed out that it was probable that 

‘ny pcople who received HEADWAY automatically as part 
' of their subscription did not read it. He suggested 
- that if io some way, it could be impressed upon sub- 
l scribers of 3s.6d, and upwards that, out of their sub- 
-scription, they were paying 2s.6d. forHEADWNAY, they 
| might read the Journal more regularly.

After further discussion in which Sir Norman Angeli 
undertook that these suggestions should be considered 
it was
RESOLVED: "That Minute 33 of the Editorial Committee 

and its accompanying memorandum be approved 
and adopted."

(b) Christian Organisations Committee. (Admiral Drury-Lowe 
reported). Subject to the following decision on

K Minute 6) and to the decision on Minute 61 taken at 
the last meeting of the Executive, the Minutes of the 
Committee dated June 23rd, 1937 were approved and adopted.

/These Minutes included (58) Canon E.a. Berry; (59) 
Minutes; (60) A Christian Policy for Europe; (61) 
Conferences on Life and Work and Faith and Order; 
Statement for the Delegates; (62) Party for Dele- 
gates to the Conferences; (63) Peace through Prayer; 
(64) Service for Armistice Dey; (65) Communication 
from. Branches; (66) Co-operation of Brotherhood 
Societies; (67) Composition of Committee; (68) 
Resolutions; (69) Miss Violet Oakley's Picture;
(70) Burge Memorial Lecture; (71) Application for 
Corporate Membership./

On Minute 65 — Communication from Branches, it was

RESOLVED: "That this Minute- be referred to the Editorial 
Committee for consideration and report."

. BRANCH RESOLUTIONS. The Executive received with interest
\ resolutions from the Long Eaton, Ramsgate, Hinckley and 

Silsden Branches. It was

RESOLVED. (1) "That the Long Eaton Branch be thanked and be 
reminded of the resolution adopted by the 
General Council at its meeting in December, 
1936 on the subject of a House-to-House 
Canvass, the successful organisation of which, 
it is suggested, would achieve the result 
desired in the Branch's resolution."



(2)

(3)

(4)

"That the Ramsgate Branch he thanked and 
he reminded of the resolution adopted by 
the General Council at its Torquy 
meeting concerning the separation of the 
Covenant from the Peace Treaties.'1

"That the Hinckley Branch he thanked for 
their resolution and he reminded of the 
Statement on British Armaments and the 
Manifesto approved and adopted by the 
General 'Council at its Torquay meeting.

"That the Silsden Branch he thanked and 
he reminded of the resolutions on Spain 
and on the Bombing of Open Towns adopted 
by the General Council at its Torquay 
meeting.“

MINUTES. Subject to the following report on Minutes 
p00(b)_ 56, 204 and 205, the Minutes of the last 
meeting held on June 24th, 1937 were confirmed as 
circulated.

On Minute 200(b) - 56 - Spain, it was reported 
that there had not been time to include in the July 
HEADWAY a notice of the two leaflets, RECENT BREACHES 
BY GERIANY AND ITALY OF THE NON-INTERVENTION AGREE- 
MENI and ITALIAN AGGRESSION IN SPAIN, but that a 
notice would appear in the August number.
On Minute 204 - Queen's Hall Meeting, it was reported 
that Mr. Walter Nash had been asked to give his con­
sent for the printing of his speech at the Queen's 
Hall and to supply a manuscript.
On Minute 205 - Annual Meeting of General Council, 
it was reported that Lord Allen's speech to the 
General Council had been printed in leaflet form and 
was being sent to all Branches. HEADWAY contained. 
a notice that copies were available from Head Oflice; 
and if the leaflet met with a large demand, it would 
be reprinted so as to include the Manifesto.

MR. NEVILLE CHAMBERLAIN. Lord Cecil brought before the 
Executive a letter dated June 24th which he had received 
from the Prime Minister following his interview with 
him, together with the draft of a reply (3.G.9109) which 
he proposed to send to Mr. Chamberlain.

Lord Cecil referred to a further private letter 
which he had received from the Prime Minister forwarding 
certain charges in regard to a Peace Week recently held 
at Blackpool. Lord Cecil thought that a careful enquiry 
should be made in this matter. He said he would also 
write a letter to accompany the next circular letter to 
all Secretaries of the Union’s Branches, reminding them
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1 * .. Union must not be concerned in anything whichthat Un 1on - tSat the Branches ought, in the 
has A.PV view, to take the lead in all local Peace Executive 3 v ir bast 1o miks them a success; but

1 they found anything was sug2csbed which, in 
Sav Uomnant, might be regarded as a party move, 
thel the Union1 s Branch ought imnediately to withdraw
E all connection with it.

After prolonged discussion in which most members 
of the Executive took part, it was

fcsoiVED: "That Lord Cecil's letter be approved for 
communicat,ion to the Prime Minister in the 
Zttacneg/ form."

SPAIN. Miss Rathbone reminded the Executive that if , 
as seemed likely, Germany and Italy rejected the control 
scheme, a major crisis in the politics of this country 
would arise. H.M. Government would have to decide 
whether it proposed to continue with the Non-Intervention 
Committee and thus to prevent material reaching the 
Spanish Government forces while Germany und Italy were 
strongly joining in to attack the Government, or whether 
the Non-Intervention Committee should be wound up end 

- belligerent rights be granted to both sides. She urged 
that, in the face of such a crisis, the Executive should 
consider carefully the line of policy to be adopted by 
those who take the League view.

Mr. Henderson suggested that no value would be 
derived from the Executive's discussing a hypothetical 
situation. If, unhappily, H.M. Government decided or 
were compelled to withdraw from their participation 
in the Non-Intervention scheme, then of course a^very 
serious situation would arise and that would be the time 
to call an emergency meeting of the Executive.

Mr. Noel Baker asked whether the Executive could 
not adopt a resolution urging that, if the Non-interven­
tion control broke down, the case for immediate reference 
to the League would be stronger than before.

Sir Norman Angell suggested that 
of the resolution adopted at the last 

K Executive should be eiphasised to the 
I they should be asked to take whatever 
| advisable with a view to bringing the 

local Member of Parliament.

the significance 
meeting of the 
Branches, and that
action 
matter

they thought 
before their

After further discussion it was. on the motion of
M18s Rathbone, seconded by Lady Layton,

RESOLVED: (1) "That the resolution adopted at the last 
meeting of the Executive (Minute 207) 
be communicated to the Secretaries of the 
Union's Branches with a covering letter
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from Lord Cecil, calling their attention 
to the present critical situation and 
asking them to do their utmost to secure 
support and publicity for the resolution."

(2)"That it be left to the Secretary, in con­
sultation with the Chairman, to call a 
special meeting of the Executive before 
the next ordinary' meeting on July 8th if 
such a course appears desirable."

(Mr. Gerald Palmer asked that his dissent from (1) 
above should be recorded.)

218 ;CO-OPTATIONS. Lord Cecil welcomed Mr. Weaver who was
* attending the Executive Committee for the first time.

The Executive were glad to learn that the Duchess 
of Atholl and Captain Liddell Hart had accepted the 
invitation to join the Committee.

A letter dated June 24th from Sir Arthur Salter was
I reported and it was
I RESOLVED: "That Lord Cecil be asked to ’write to Sir 

Arthur Salter, urging him to remain a member 
of the Executive on the understanding that he 
would not be expected to attend except when 
he felt able to do so or when the Executive 
wished to have his advice on a particular 
matter under discussion."

219. NATIONAL PEACE COUNCIL. Lord Cecil reported that he had 
had a long talk with Mr. Gerald Bailey concerning his 
communication of 21st June. Mr. Bailey’s proposal was 
for a Conference to diminish divergent action between 
Peace Societies on some such basis as the following:

(1) Could a statement of principles be drawn up in 
which all the leading Peace Societies were agreed, 
together with a statement of those principles in 
which they were not agreed? (Mr. Bailey thought 
this was too crudely put’.)

(2) Should machinery be brought into existence - e.g. 
an emergency committee representing the principal 
Societies - to recommend common action in particular 
cases, as, for instance, reference back to the League 
of the Spanish question?

Lord Cecil also reported a further letter he had had from 
Mr. Bailey dated 30th June, 1937.

. Lord Cecil suggested that Mr. Bailey should be
• th ormed that, in the opinion of the Executive Committee, 
■ -he time is not ripe for any definite movement such as

| oo suggests, but that Lord Cecil would be very glad to 
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djscuss the matter further with him at any time with 
eview to seeing whether some step can he taken along 
the lines of Mr. Bailey’s suggestion. It was
PESOLVED: "That Lord Cecil's suggestion he adopted."

AIOITIAULSSSIING CF GENERAL COUNCIL. The Executive had 
before them the text of the resolutions adopted by the 
General Council at its Torquay meeting (SG.9155) 
together with a note of the action which it was suggested 
the' Executive should take in regard to them. It was 
ECOOLVSD: (1) "That resolution 5 (Social Justice/be 

referred to the Industrial Advisory Com­
mittee for consideration and report."

(2) "That resolutions 6 (publicity for Council 
Decisions), rj (Annual /Communication to 
Members of the Union) and 9 (A Weekly 
(or Fortnightly) Journal) ‘be referred to 
the Editorial Committee for consideration 
and report."

(3) "That resolutions 8 (Open Air Meetings), 
12 (Evening Session,for General Council 
Meetings.in London),and 13 (National Con- 
ference)vbe referred to the Administration 
Committee for consideration and report.

(4) "That resolutions numbered 14 to 23, as 
well as number 25, be communicated to 
His Majesty's Government.”

(5) "That the Editorial Committee be asked to 
consider the desirability of making 
resolution 23 (Prevention of war) available 
in leaflet form.”

(6) “That resolution 24 (Peaceful Settlement of 
Disputes )be referred to the Political 
Committee for consideration and report."

(7) "That the motions standing on the Final 
Agenda in the name of the London Regional 
Federation (Development of the League) and 
of the Manchester District Council 
(Recognition of Governments) be referred 
to the Political Committee who be asked 
to prepare a report for submission to the 
General Council in December on how best 
the object in view could be achieved."
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MINUTES OF AMEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE HELD AT 
15, GROSVENOR CRESCENT, LONDON, S.W. 1., ON THURSDAY

JULY 8lH, 1937, AT 11 A.M.

PRESENT: Lord Lytton (in the Chair), Mrs. Corbett Ashby, 
P.J. Noel Baker, Mrs. E.P. Beale, Lady Violet 
Bonham Carter, F.M, Burris, Major Anthony 
Buxton, Lord Cecil, Miss Judith Corcoran, 
Lord Dickinson, Admiral Drury-Lowe, Mrs.
Dugdale, Miss Philippa Fawcett, Lady Gladstone, 
Lady Hall, Sir John Harris, Arthur Henderson, 
Lady Layton, Captain B.H. Liddell Hart, Dame 
Adelaide Livingstone, G. Ie M. Mander, Gerald 
Palmer, Wa’s Pritchard, Miss Eleanor Rathbone, 
Nowell Smith, General Spears, F.W. Weaver, 
Major Lawrence Wright together with the 
Secretary and the Deputy Secretary.

221. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from the Duchess of 
Atholl, Captain Cazalet, Miss K.D. Courtney, A.C. Crossley, 
Sir Arthur Haworth, James Macdonald, Dr. Gilbert Murray, 
Sir Archibald Sinclair, H.S. Syrett and General 
Temperley.

222. REPORT OF COMMITTEE.

Editorial Committee. (Major Buxton reported) Subject 
to the following decision on Minute 41, the Minutes of 
the Committee dated July 5th, 1937, were approved and 
adopted.

/These Minutes included (38) Minutes; (39) 
Report of Investigation Committee; (40) 
Literature on the I.L.O.: (41) "Union"; 
(42) HEADWAY; (43) Payment for HEADWAY;
(44) Membership of Committee./

On Minute 41 - "UNION” - it was

RESOLVED: "That this Minute be referred to the 
Administration Committee as well as 
to the Finance Committee for considera­
tion and report."

, 223. CAPTAIN LIDDELL HART. The Vice-Chairman cordially 
welcomed Captain Liddell Hart who was attending the 
Executive Committee for the first time,

224. MINUTES. Subject to the following report on Minutes 
65 and 218, the Minutes of the last meeting held on 
-uV 1st, 1937 were confirmed as circulated.

Qn_Minute 216 - Mr. Neville Chamberlain, the 
Executive were pleased to learn that a large

1 4ount of publicity had been obtained, both in 
— the London and provincial press, for the
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correspondence between Lord Cecil and Mr. Neville 
chamberlain in.which he accepted the position of 
Honorary President of the Union.

On Minute 218 - Co-optations, Lord Cecil stated 
that he had spoken with Sir Arthur Salter and had 
subsequently written to him. Although Lord Cecil 
had not yet received a reply to his letter, he 
understood that Sir Arthur was willing to continue 
his membership of the Executive on the conditions 
suggested by the Committee.

.ORDTROFBUSNESS, Tho Executive considered a proposal 
by Lord Cecil:

"that questions dealing with Public Affairs 
should be placed on the agenda of each meeting 
of the Executive Committee next after the 
Minutes of its last meeting,, unless for special
reasons the Chairman, directs that they should

' It was suggested that matters arising out of the 
Executive’s Minutes which required a further report 

B .or discussion by the Committee should be included as 
separate items on the Agenda.

Lord Lytton.pointed but that adequate time should 
be allowed for consideration by the Executive.of urgent 

I and important domestic matters, as for example the 
preparation of the agenda for meetings of the General 

• • Council, which had to be dealt with in a limited time 
and in which the Union’s Branches were accustomed to 
look to the Executive for guidance. The agenda must 
in practice be determined by the Chairman, but he 
thought Lord Cecil’s motion might be accepted as a 
general rule. After further discussion it was

RESOLVED: "That Lord Cecil’s proposal be adopted as 
a general rule.”

226. SPAIN. 
. to the 

and to

L

Miss Rathbone drew the Executive’s attention 
present situation of the refugees at Santander 
the obstacles in the way of their evacuation.

She asked whether it would not be possible for H.M. 
Government to extend naval protection within the three- 
mile limit to British ships and others carrying refugees, 
and she read to the Committee a letter on this subject 
which she had prepared for publication in the press.

Lord Lytton reminded the Executive that H.M. Govern­
ment had stated their willingness to give protection on 
tne High seas and were escorting ships trading with 
Spanish ports up to the three-mile limit, but to extend 
their protection within the three mile limit up to

III

’Ml
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Santander itself-would, in the Government's view, be 
equivalent to landing an army to escort refugees into 
safety from an inland town.

Lord Cecil thought there was much to be said 
Against the theory of H.M. Government's policy, but 
be did not see on what ground they could be asked to 
make an exception in the particular case of Santander.

Captain Liddell Hart said that within the last few 
weeks he had received many criticisms of this country's 
breach of neutrality. In modern conditions of warfare 
the best chance of gaining a decision lay in starvation. 
In the last war the allied powers would never have 
gained a decision on military grounds, but it was 
achieved by starvation. If action were taken under 
present conditions to reduce the number of people involved, 
the chances of gaining a decision by starvation would 
be correspondingly lessened.

After further discussion, in the course of which 
Captain Liddell Hart, in reply to an invitation from 
Lord Lytton, expressed his willingness to prepare a 
paper on the extent to which non-combattants can be 
protected from the horrors of modern war for considera­
tion by the Executive at their next meeting, it was 

RESOLVED: "That this matter be adjourned for further 
discussion in the light of the memorandum 
to be prepared by Captain Liddell Hart."

Lord Lytton read to the Executive Mr. Eden's 
reply dated 3rd July to the letter written by Professor 
Murray on 24th June in accordance with the decision in 
Minute 208 of June 24th. The Foreign Secretary had 
stated that the Government felt that British refugees 
from Spain, many of whom were in dire straits, had the 
first call'on public funds. At the same time, the 
fact that the Government were unable to make a grant 
to the National Joint Committee should not be taken to 
mean that they would not be prepared to co-operate in 
an international scheme for relieving distress in Spain 
on a strictly impartial basis. Mr. Eden added that he 
had recently received from the International Red Cross 
Committee an appeal for funds to enable it to conti nue 
its work in Spain and a similar appeal had been addressed 
to the other signatories of the Red Cross convention. 
The Foreign Secretary felt that, if other Governments, 
would also come forward and provided that assistance in 
this form was acceptable to both parties in Spain, the 

.conditions he had mentioned above would be fulfilled 
and he was therefore considering the possibility of 
making an application to the Treasury for a grant from 
public funds t0 the Committee. The inquiry regarding 
the loan of war Office material was being forwarded to 

_the Secretary of state for War.
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It was

RESOLVED: "That a copy of the Foreign Secretary’s letter 
be sent to the Women's International League 
for their information."

227. DEPUTATION JOr?.niIkTE]LI^* Lady Hall reported 
that the Mi ister of Labour hd agreed to receive a 
further deputation from the Union on Tuesday, July 13th 
at 11 a.m. - to discuss the points raised in the memo- 
randum concerning the reduction of hours of work which 
the Minister had read to the Union’s last deputation on 
May 26th. Only six members of the Executive had so 
far expressed their readiness to Join the deputation, 
and since neither an employer nor a Trade Unionist was 
able to take part, Lady Hall suggested that the Minister 
should be asked to postpone receiving the deputation 
until, say, October. It was

RESOLVED: "That Lady Hall's suggestion be approved and 
adopted,11

228. XXIST PLENARY CONGRESS OF THE INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION. 
The Executive had before them the text of the resolutions 
adopted by the.XXIst Plenary Congress at Bratislava, 
together with a letter from Mr. Arnold Forster com­
menting on the meetings and a report prepared by the 
secretariat. Dr. Garnett also made an oral report on 
the proceedings of. the. Congress, and after discussion it 
was

i' W RESOLVED: "That all' the resolutions adopted by the XXIst 
Plenary Congress be referred to the Overseas 
Committee; and that, in addition, the 
resolutions on Education be referred to the 
Education CommitteeKand the resolutions on 
the I.L.O. to the Industrial advisory Com­
mittee."

■ 229. LEAGUE OF NATIONS FINANCE COMMITTEE. Major Buxton drew 
E the attention of the Executive to the fact that Sir 
■ Otto Niemeyer, Sir Henry Strakosch and Mr. C.E. ter 
E Meulen had recently resigned from the League's Financial 
|| Committee owing to a resolution which limited member-

I I ship of the Committee to a term of three years. Major 
Buxton regarded these resignations as a serious matter 

- from the point of view of the effective functioning 
| O5 the Committee, and he suggested that a question 

misht be asked in Parliament on the subject with the Ik object of inducing the British Government to take some 
4ction in the matter in order to retain the services of 

. these members. Sir John Harris referred to the comments 
1 on this subject which had appeared in the: financial 
[ -o-umns of THE TIMES that morning.



Mr. Noel Baker suggested that further considera­
tion of this matter should he adjourned until Sir 
Arthur Salter's advice could he obtained, and after 
discussion it was

RESOLVED.: "That Major Buxton be requested to consult 
Sir Arthur Salter and if, in his view the 
matter is one which should be raised in 
the House of Commons, to ascertain if he 
would be willing to ask a question/’

katTONRL YOUTH GROUPS COUNCIL. In accordance with the 
decision contained in Minute 94 of April th, 19372 
the Executive considered adjourned Minutes 19 and 2O 
of the Second National Youth Groups Council held on 
January loth and 17th, 1937. after discussion it was

On Minute 19 -- Recruiting and Re-armament,

RESOLVED: "That this Minute be received, and that 
the Youth Groups Council be reminded of 
the Statement on British Armaments adopted 
by the General Council at its Torquay 
meeting."

On Minute 20 - Regional pacts,

RESOLVED: "That this Minute be received, and that 
the Youth Groups Council be informed tnat 
the Executive has recently appointed a 
special sub-Committee to consider the 
question of preparation for and operation 
of economic and military sanctions.'
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NuE3 OF A MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE 
At 14 GROSVSIIOR CRESCENT, LONDON, S.

JULY 15TH, 1937 AT 11 A

CCMTTEs HELD
W. 1., ON THURSDAY, 
.M.

PRESENT: Lord Lytton (In the Chair), Vyvyan Adams, 
Mrs. Corbett Ashby, the Duchess of Atholl, 
P.J. Noel Baker, Lady Violet Bonham Carter, 
.. Burris, Miss Judith Corcoran, A.C.

Crossley, Lord Dickinson, Admiral Drury-Lowe, 
Mrs. Dugdale, Miss Philippa Fawcett, Lady 
Gladstone, Lady Hall, Arthur Henderson,_ 
Dr. C.W. kimmins. Lady Layton, Dame Adelaide 
Livingstone, James Macdonald, G. Ie M. Mander, 
Gerald Palmer, W.T. Pritchard, Miss Eleanor 
Rathbone, Sir Archibald Sinclair, Nowell 
Smith, General Spears, F.W. weaver. Major 
Lawrence Wright together with the secretary 
and the Deputy Secretary.

231.

232.

APOLOGIES FOR absence were received from Lord Allen, 
Mrs. Beale, Captain Cazalet-, Lord Cecil-, the Desn, o 
Chichester, Miss K.D. Courtney, Miss M. Lloyd George, 
Captain Liddell Hart, and Dr. Gilbert Murray.

REPORTS OF CCHBITiSaS.
(a) Youth Committee,. (Miss Corcoran reported) 

Subject to the following decision on Minute 
the Minutes of the Committee dated July 3rd, 1737 
were approved and adopted.

/(These Minutes included (61LMlnutes; (62) 
Registration and Deletion of Groups, (63) 
Youth Foodship Committee; (04) otudent 
Christian Movement Conference; (b5) National 
Youth Peace Day, (66) General Council, (97) 
The Bundlsche Jugend Trial; (bo) ranadce-

On Minute 61 — Minutes, after Miss Corcoran had 
explained that the draft for a Youth Charter pre 
pared by the B.Y.P.A. was not yet in its final form, 
it was
RESOLVED: .’That this Minute he referred back to the ( 

Youth Committee for a fuller explanation.

On. Minute 66 - General Council, seversl.mombers.of 
the Executive drew the Committee's attention to y e 
circumstances in which resolutions concerning 
Group affairs had been submitted to the laSt meeting 
of the General Council at Torquay. It was pointed 
out that the same facilities for speaking to tne 
Council were accorded to representatives of Youtn 
Groups as to other members of the Council.
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(b) Administration Committee. (Mr. Nowell Smith 
Agrted.) Subject to the following decision on 
Minute 64, the Minutes of the Committee dated July 
8th, 1937 were approved and adopted.

/These Minutes included (54) Minutes; (55) 
The Union’s Publications; (56) Branches,, 
Corporate Members, etc.; ($7) Membership;
(58) Peace Weeks; (59) Open Air Meetings;
(60) Evening Session at General Council meeting 
in London; (61) National conference in 1939$ 
(62) Conference of Branch Secretaries and other 
Workers; (63) Excursions in Connection with 
the Annual Meeting of the General Council;
(64) Public Dinners on the Occasion of the 
Annual Meeting of the General Council; (65) 
"Points” from the Conference of Branch Secre­
taries and Other Workers at Torquay; (66) 
Proposal for a Monthly “Sheet” and for the 
Appointment of a Sub-Committee for Membership 
Questions; (67) National Youth Committee:/

On Minute 64 - Public Dinners on the Occasion of 
the Annual Meeting of the General Council, it was 

RESOLVED: "That this Minute be approved and adopted 
subject to the insertion of the words 
’as a rule’ after the word ’held' in the 
first line."

Office Committee. (Lady Gladstone reported) The 
Minutes of the Committee dated July 12th, 1937, were 
approved and adopted.

/These Minutes included (22) Minutes; (23) 
B.U.L.N.S. Secretary; (24) Colonel Forty;
(25) Book Room; (26) Captain Thomas; (27)
Regional Representatives/

1

On Minute 26 - Captain Thomas, it was

RESOLVED: "That the Executive associates itself with 
the Office Committee in warmly congra­
tulating Captain A.E.W. Thomas on his 
appointment as Deputy Editor of THE 
LISTENER."

(d) Refugees Committee. (Mrs. Dugdale reported) The 
Minutes of the Committee dated July 13th, 1937 were 
approved and adopted.

ZThese Minutes included (16) Minutes; (17) 
British Dominions; (18) The Forthcoming 
Assembly of the League of Nations; (19) 
Deputation to H.M. Government; (20) Treat­
ment of Refugees in the United Kingdom./

I M

!!0
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WINIFSs. Subject to the following decision and report MINVintes 224(218), 227 and 228 and 229, the Minutes 
of the last meeting held on July Sth, 1937 were con- 
firmed as circulated.

On Minute 224 - 218 - Co-optations, the Executive 
ISe glad to'learn that Sir Arthur Salter had now 
accepted membership of the Conmnittee on the terms 
they had suggested.
On Minute 227 - Deputation to Minister of Labour, 
Lady Hall reported that the Minister of Labour had 
kindly agreed to postpone receiving the Union s 
deputation until the autumn;
On Minute 228 - XXIst Plenary Congress of the 
International Federation, it was

RESOLVED: "That this Minute be confirmed subject to 
the insertion of the words ’the political 
resolutions to the Political Committee’ 
after the words ’Education Committee ’

But having regard to the difficulty of holding a 
meeting of the Political Committee and getting its 
report considered by the Executive in the short 
interval now remaining before the summer vacation, 
it was further
RESOLVED: "That the political resolutions adopted 

by the XXIst Plenary Congress, instead of 
being referred to the Political Committee, 
be circulated to the Executive for dis­
cussion at their next meeting."

On Minute 229 - League of Nations Finance Committee, 
Mr. Mander reported that he had discussed this matter 
with Sir Arthur Salter and gathered that H.M. Govern­
ment, while Sympathising with the view expressed at 
the last meeting of the Executive Felt they could not 
interfere with the discretion of the Council, Mr. 
Arthur Henderson referred to an answer given to his 
question in the House of Commons on the previous day.

THE DUCHESS OF ATHOLL. Lord Lytton welcomed the 
Duchess of Atholl who was attending the Executive Com­
mittee for the first time.
SPAIN 

(a) Memorandum by Captain Liddell Hart. The Executive 
had before them a memorandum prepared by Captain Liddell 
Hart in response to their request oh "The Limitation 
of Warfare with reference to the Refugee Question in 
Spain" (S.G.9237). It was
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RESOLVED: (1) "That the cordial thanks of the Executive 
he conveyed to Captain Liddell Hart for 
his memorandum."

Mr. Weaver regretted that the Executive in its 
attitude to this matter seemed to accept the idea that 
war was inevitable. He asked whether it was the 
business of the Executive to discuss how conditions of 
war might be ameliorated and whether it was not rather 
their duty to devote all their efforts to the problem 
of how war might be prevented.

Lord Lytton agreed that the Union’s business was 
to prevent war and that it was a forlorn hope to 
imagine that when once war had broken out it could be 
kept within limits. But he reminded the Executive 
that, as a result of the discussion at the last meeting 
and particularly of opinions expressed by Captain Liddell 
Hart, there was at the same time a feeling that something 
was to be gained by maintaining a certain standard of 
warfare.

Dr. Garnett stated that members of the International 
Law Committee, at their meeting on July 13th, were given 
a copy of Captain Liddell Hart’s memorandum and it was 
left to the Chairman to summon a further meeting in 
the autumn if, in his opinion, the Law Committee could 
usefully advise the Executive in regard to the memorandum.

.It was suggested that a copy of Captain Liddell 
Hart's memorandum should be communicated to the Inter­
national Red Cross Society together with an inquiry (1) 
whether any steps.had been taken by that body to secure 
a Convention on the lines suggested, and (2) if not, 
what steps should in their opinion be taken to get the 
principle adopted by an international convention and 
what is the appropriate authority to take action in the 
matter.

After further discussion it was

RESOLVED: (2) “That the memorandum by Captain Liddell 
Hart be communicated to the International 
Red Cross Society as well as to-the Union’s 
International Law Committee and, through 
its Chairman, to the International Law 
Association; and that these bodies be

. . invited to advise the Executive in. regard
to the most appropriate steps which in 
their opinion might be taken in order to 
secure an international'convention 
governing the position of civilians in 
warfare."
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(I) 4 Government’s proposals. The Executive discussed -e Nitish Government’s latest proposals (Cmd.5521) for 
the reconstitution of the control scheme around Spain.

General Spears and other members of the Committee
3 urged that the Executive should not discuss the Govern­

ment's proposals in detail until they haa been considered 
by the Powers represented on the Non-Intervention Com-

I’ < mittee.
Mr. Burris stated that Branches of the Union would 

be looking to the Executive for guidance in regard to 
. the Government’s proposals.

Lord Lytton thought that branches of the Union who 
H asked for guidance should be informed that, in the

■ H opinion of the Executive, the mistake had been through­
out to ignore the League of Nations and to draw up 
other procedure to deal with international problems.

■ If the latest proposals of H.M. Government succeeded in 
» securing one of the Union’s main objects, i.e. the with­

drawal of the foreign troops now in Spain, the Union
L would welcome such a result. Otherwise, the whole 

matter should be referred to the League.

Mrs. Corbett Ashby referred to a resolution adopted
. at a meeting called by the National Peace Council on 
I July 13th at which representatives of the I.P.C., the 
w Peace Pledge Union, B.Y.P.A., the Parliamentary Pacifist 0o Group and the National Peace Council were present. She

i M expressed the hope that the Executive Committee would 
approve and adopt the resolution. It was

I RESOLVED: (3) "That the resolution be circulated for 
consideration by the Executive at its 
next meeting."

236. I THE FAR EAST. The Executive discussed recent events in
B 0 the Far East. Lord Lytton thought the situation was 

; extremely threatening. Here again, as in Spain, there 
.a was the same tendency to enter into pour-parleys with 

d particular Governments instead of referring the matter 
to the League. He suggested that the situation should 
at once be brought to the notice of the Council of the 
League under Article 11 as a situation endangering the 
peace of the world.

h -ord Lytton reported a conversation he had recently 
in W1th Reuter’s correspondent in China who had been 
-L,4ekin • fortnight ago and who expressed the opinion

: tan- recent events in the Far East had happened spon- yuculV and inadvertently, and that both sides were
" I-mni0us that they should not lead into open 

+-n-ltles between them. He thought that the situa- 
ol 8 unlikely to follow the lines of the Manchurian 
areg.Dt was very likely to become a second Shanghai 
v-n-,-n which after considerable fighting a settlement 

— — 0e reached. But that, in Lord Lytton's view,
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.uvded further ground for summoning a meeting of 
the League's Council to deal watn the situation.

Mr. Palmer considered that, although at a later 
stag it might be desirable to refer the situation to the League 8 such action ought not to be taken at present, 
the.skea whether the question could not better be solved 
H8 direct negotiations between China and Japan thin 
Dy Intervention by the League. Mr. Palmer also stressed 
the importance of securing the co-operation of the 
United states in any action relating to the Far East.

Mr. Noel Baker considered that the Chinese Govern­
ment would welcome action by the League if it thought 
such action would be supported.

Mr. Crossley agreed with Mr. Palmer and expressed 
the hope that no initiatory action would be taken by 
this country without the closest possible co-operation 
with the United States.

Sir Archibald Sinclair thought it would be a 
mistake for the executive to pass a resolution on this 
subject at the present juncture. He considered that 
its principal duty was to re-establish the position 
of the League and of the Union in this country. He 
urged the Executive not to seek out opportunities oi 
raising principles in circumstances in which their 
application was extraordinarily difficult and thus to 
retard the effort to make the Union once more a strong 
and powerful influence on public opinion in this country 
and to restore the strength of the League in the world*

After further discussion it was suggested that 
Lord Lytton might write a letter to THE TIMES on the 
lines of his statement to the Executive. Lord Lytton 
said he would consider ’ this suggestion.

PACIFISTS AND THE UNION. The attention of the Executive 
was drawn to a leaflet concerning a National Pacifist 
Convention organised by the Parliamentary pacifist Group, 
to be held in London on September 18th, 1937 and to be 
addressed by Mr. Lansbury, Lord Arnold, Lord Ponsonby< 
Canon Sheppard, the Reverend Henry Carter and others. 
Mr. Pritchard and Miss Fawcett explained the circum­
stances in which envelopes containing copies of this 
leaflet had been addressed and despatched from the 
London Regional Federation’s office in Russell Square. 
The following note from Mr. Innes was read:

“I find that we assisted to make this convention 
known by sending out a number of notices. The 
envelopes were supplied by the Organiser and the 
postage will be defrayed by him. The notices 
were not accompanied by anything of ours and the 
envelopes had no imprint."
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The Executive were reminded of their resolution 
9 of November 8th, 1934,. and it was

RESOLVED: (1) "That the Executive's. decision of 
November 8th, 1934 that “the names and 
addresses of the Union’s Branch Secre­
taries be used only for the purposes 
of the Union's administration", be com­
municated to the Union's County and 
District Offices."

■ The Executive proceeded to discuss the relation of the 
9 Union to pacifists and pacifist organisations. The 
■ resolution adopted by the General Council at Torquay

was read to the Committee and, after further discussion, 
it was

RESOLVED: (2) “That a resolution be drafted for con­
sideration by the Executive at its next 
meeting concerning the co-operation of 
Branches of the Union with organisations 
which are unable to advocate on their 
platforms the policy of the Union as set 
forth in its Royal Charter.

238. BX-ELECTIONS. The Executive received a report on the
recent BY-Elections at Ilford, St. Ives anu Holland- with-Boston.
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MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE HELD
AT 14, GROSVENOR CRESCENT, LONDON, S.W.1., ON THURSDAY,

JULY 22D, 1937

PRESENT: Lord Lytton (in the 
Mrs. Corbett Ashby, 
Mrs. Bcale, Captain

AT 11 A.M.

Chair). Vyvyan Adams, 
the Duchess of Atholl, 
Cazalet, Lord Cecil,

the Dean of Chichester, Miss Judith Corcoran, 
A.C. Crossley, Admiral Drury-Lowe, Miss 
Philippa Fawcett, Miss M. Lloyd George, 
Lady Gladstone, Sir Arthur Haworth, Dr.C.W. 
Kimmins, Lady Layton, Dame Adelaide Livingstone, 
G. Ie M. Mander, Gerald Palmer, W.T. Pritchard,
Miss Eleanor Rathbone, H.F. Shaw, Nowell
Smith, H.S. Syrett, Major-Generaf A.C. 
Temperley, Major Lawrence Wright, together 
with the Secretary and the Deputy Secretary.

239. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Lord Allen, 
. Lady Violet Bonham Carter, Miss K.D. Courtney, 

Captain Liddell Hart, James Macdonald, Sir Arthur
Salter, General Spears, 
and Dr. Gilbert Murray.

240. REPORTS OF COMMITTEES.

Walkden, F. W. Weaver

(a) Education Committee. (Dr. Kimmins 
Subject to the following decision

reported).
__ —, ------------- and report 

on minutes 93, 94 and 95, the minutes of the 
Committee dated July 12th, 1937 were approved 
and adopted.

I

ZThese minutes included: (82) Mirutes; (83) 
Arising out of the Minutes; (84) Membership 
of the Comittee; (85) Meetings for Teachers 
and Schools; (86) British Universities League 
of Nations Society; (87) Report of the Junior 
Branches Sub-Committee; (88) Membership of 
Junior Branches Sub-Committee; (89) Exchange 
visit with Denmark; (90) Examination for 
Record of Service Cards, Class A in Worid 
Knowledge; (91) Conference on International 
School Correspondence; (92) Poster Stamy 
Collecting Scheme; (93) International Federa­
tion of League of Nations Societies; (94) 
-nternational Peace Campaign; (95) Armistice 
78% ,688: (26) Arrangements for the Summer: 1977 Cheshire County Education Committee: (985 
Devon County Education Committee; (99) Annual 
Conferences; (100) Adult Education in the 
South West Region; (Ic1) The I.L.O. and the 
Schools; (102) Report of Youth Committee: (101) 
PrOP9881 from the London Teachers' Association;

Junior Branches; (10?) Junior Seddons; 
(106) (Educational) Corporate Memders.7

P.T.O.

gscsmau
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On Internationgl Federation ct
LGaguFo? Nations Sooi.eti.es, it was

RESOLVED; (1) "That tiie resolutions adopted by 
the XXIst Plenary Congress on 
‘Recommendatlons to Governments' 
and on 'A League of Nations Flag' 
be communicated to H.M. Government."

(2) "That Lord Cecil and Lord Lytton be 
asked personally to discuss the 
recommendations contained in reso­
lution B (Recommendations to League 
of Nations Societies) with members 
of the British delegation to the 
League’s Assembly so soon as the 
delegation have been appointed with 
a view to the British delegation doing 
all they can to get the necessary 
credits voted by the Assembly.

On Minute 94 — International Peace Campaign, after 
considerable discussion during which Mr. Nowell 
Smith stated that the Education Committee would be 
meeting again on October 11th to decide upon the 
proposal outlined in this minute, Lord Cecil under­
took, on behalf of the I.P.C. , to take no action 
in regard to the formation of a separate education

fEomesf i
retary reported the receipt of a cable from General 
Smuts stating that he would write the Armistice 
Day Message this year.

Qg-Mnut'.e_28_r=_Devon County Education Comnlttee, 
the Executive expressed their great satisfaction 
that ninety per cent. of the schools in Devonshire 
are giving regular instruction in League principles.

(b) International Law committee. (Lord Cecil reported) 
Subject to the following decision on minute 118, 
the minutes of the Commilttee dated July 13th, 1927. 
were approved and adopted.

ZThese minutes included: (117) Minutes; (118) 
Abyssinia; (119) Reporter to Executive; (120)

e Memorandum by Captain Liddell Hart/

Qn_Mlnute 118 — Abyssinia
(a) .Jue »»son' s Judgment, after a private

letter dated July 14th from Professor McNair 
had been read to the Executive, it was
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RESOLVED! "Thet this mimite he received, end that 

the International Law Committee be thanked 
for their advice".

The Chairmen asked members of the Executive to treat 
, the information contained in the Law Committee's 
C' minutes as confidential.

(c) Finance Conmlttee. (Mr. Syrett reported;. Subject 
to the following report and decision on minutes 46

I and 49, the minutes of the Comnittee dated July 13th, 
1937 were approved and adopted.

ZThese minutes included: (44) Financial Statement; 
(45) Membership; (47) Report of Director of 
Appeals; (47) Office Conitteg Minutes of June 
22nd and July 12 th; (48) "Union"; (49) qeen’s 
Hall Meeting; (50) Nottinghamshire Federal Council; 
(51) L.N.U. Devon Education Account; (52) 
Mr. Alec Wilson; (53) Passing of Cheques for 
Payment; (54) Signing of Chequeg.7

fin_Mnute 46 — Advisory Appeal Council. Mr. Syrett 
I reported that the first meeting of the Appeal Council, 

held at the Dorchester Hotel on the previous day, had 
been successful. At the conclusion of the meeting 
one of the members of the Council had promised 
Mr. Hawkey to give at least 81,000 to the Union.
Mr. Syrett paid tribute to the work being done by 
Mr. Hawkey and it was

RESOLVED: "That the congratulations of the Executive 
be conveyed to Mr. Hawkey and his 
assistants on their successful organisa­
tion of the Advisory Appeals Council".

9n-Minute49—0ieen‘sHallMgeting, Mr. Syrett 
Ihat a donor who wished to remain anonymous had 

It OU the Union the sum of 870 in order to enable the " to meke. 8 contribution of £60 to the Rund for 
on ths8efptrinnetdlde. t0 ake ecoe “e aetek

this ,‘228 SE? tasar "am thankc Fo:

td) Zomen‘g-4AvlggryCounc1l.(Lady Gladstone reported) 652 and 2,. decision on minutes 650. 651 , 
135780.6531 the minutes of the Council dated July 14th 
19371 were approved and adopted. ' meun,

Zhese “inutes included: (644) Minutes; (645) Composition of the Council; (646) Standing Sub- 
Commstee Repgrti (647) International Peale Pemp8leni (648) General Council — Annual Meeting; 6422182172565021 Tse1; (651) e Mineral 
sanction; (652) Refugees of Russian Origin in
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the Par East; (653) Conference with Woman 
Delegate to Assembly; (654) Applications 
for Corporate Accociateship^/

on.MLnute.650_—MLTssL, it was

RESOLVED: "That this minute be approved and adopted 
subject to the words ‘for a valuable con­
sideration/ being deleted from the reso- 
lutiot; and that, in its amended form, 
the resolution be comnunicated to H.M. 
Government o"

Qn Minute 65’1 ^n,grgl...Sanction, it was

RESOLVED; "That this minute be referred to the 
sub-Committee on Mineral Sanctions for 
consideration and report".

QnJ^nutg__6^2_.—..Refugees of Rissian Origin in the 
Far East, it was

RESOLVED: "That this resolution be communicated to 
H.M. Government".

On_M.mte 653 — Conference with Woman Delegate to 
Assembly, it was suggested that since the names of 
the British delegation to the forthcoming meeting 
of the League’s Assembly had net yet been announced, 
inquiries should be made of the Foreign Office.
Mro Gerald Palmer expressed his willingness to ask 
a question on this subject in the House of Commons.

241. MINUTES, Subject to ’the following report on Minute 
232(d), the minutes of the last meeting held on 
July 15th, 1937 were confirmed as cireulated.

242.

OnMinuted)—Refugees Committee, Lord 
Cecil reported Wat Lord Cranborne had agreed 
to receive a small deputation on Monday,
H-V,26that 1130 a.m. It was hoped that 

the Archbishop of Canterbury would’take part 
in the deputation.

SPAIN

had Inter-organisation Conference. The Executiv,e 
coneercore them Sorsport 01 the Inter-orgensatlon counerenos (3;09246) summoned by the National peee -ne1- on July 13th. Mrs. Corbett Ashby stated that 
she.and.Sir Norman Angell hed represented the Inter- 
nationel.Pesce.Campadgn at this conference. They 
noushtuthat.the consultetion nad deen valuable in fnab11ng different points of view to be brought morward, and suggested that if, as a result the 

Contingrit."as decided to set up a permanent informal con.erence between representatives of the diffprant s0c1epresgmtdwculdbenadvisabie forthe’gkecutrvetto 
c - epresented at such meetings.

c.eeo
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| After further discussion it v/as

RESOLVED: () "Tnat the Executive Committee is of 
opinion that no need .exists for the 
creation of a new Inter-organisation 
Committee".

The Executj.ve proceeded to consider a resolution
• on Spain (S.G.9247) adopted by the Inter-organisation 

Conference on July 13th. After recalling recent 
resolutions adopted by the Executive and the General 
Council it was
RESOLVED: (2) "Tnat the resolution adopted by the 

Inter-organisation Conference on 
Spain be received".

(b) Proposal_by_Lorg_Cecil. 1101,(3 Cecil reported 
to the Committee in”confidence a proposal which had 
recently been made to him that, under the Hague

1 Tribunal documents, an international mediatory body 
should be set up for Spain. Lord Cecil thought 
the situation was not yet ready for such a procedure, 
A further proposal had also been made to him that

1 British sympathisers of the Spanish Government and 
of General Franco should meet, under tne direction 
of a neutral Chairman, and consider whether they 
could agree on some form of new constitution for Spain 
which would give justice to all the different parties 
in that country and which, in a suitable way and at 
a suitable time they could be prepared to recommend. 
Lord Cecil asked the Executive to consider this 
proposal carefully in order that it might be further 
discussed at the next meeting of the Executive.

Lord Lytton hoped that at the next meeting 
LordCecil would make suggestions regarding suitable 
persons to be invited to take part in such a dis­
cussion.

The Duchess of Atholl considered that the pro­
posal was not consistent with the resolution adopted 
by the Executive Committee on June 24th. She thought 
it was essential that before any action was taken 
on the lines suggested in Lord Cecil's proposal, 
all volunteers should first be withdravn from Spain.

2 Lord Lytton stated that from every point of 
view it was essential that the war in Spain should 
DEroush to an end as rapidly as possible, and 
unau therefore any suggestion which might be made 
w that end ought to receive the careful consideration 

j 01 -he Executive Committee.

After further discussion it was
RESOLVED: "That the proposal put forward by Lord Cecil 

be further discussed at the next meeting 
of the Executive".

P.T.O,
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243. THE FAR EAST.. The Executive considered a proposal 
by Lord ©cell (3.G.9265) that a letter might be sent 
to the Foreign Secretary urging that the situation in 
the Far East should be brought before the Council of 
the League without delay.

Lord Lytton reminded the Executive that the 
present situation bore a close resemblance to the 
incident at Shanghei. In January to February, 1932. 
He agreed that there was a strong case for interven­
tion, but it must be authoritative intervention by 
the League. In the present case where there was a 
situation threatening war and where actual hostilities 
were taking place, the League had a duty under its 
Covenant to me0G at once and consider what action it 
could take. "

Mr. Crossley and Mr. Palmer expressed the opinion 
that H.M. Government ought not to bring the situation 
in the Far East before the League unless and until 
they could feel sure of the full collaboration of thefeel sure of the full collaboration of the
U.S.A,

After

RESOLVED:

further discussion it was

"That no formal resolution be adopted; but 
that the Chalrman be asked to write to the 
Foreign Secretary urging that the situation 
in the Far East should be brought before 
the Council of the League without delay, 
and that a SDall sub-Committee of the 
Council should be appointed to watch events; 
and that, in taking such action, H.M.
Government should seek the full co-operation 
of the United States of America".

244. PASUFISTS-AND.TTT.UNTON. Tne Executive considered a 
the 101010 +d rarted Dy Lord Lytton in accordance with the request contained in minute 237 of the last meeting.mA"-a:—ma -n m 
mirnnea samamhupans,

ton at the next meeting of the Executive
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together with any additional resolution 
which Lord‘Cecil may wish to propose;

"That the Union and its Branches should 
not take part in or assist meetings, 
the objects or posters of which are 
in conflict with the aims and objects 
of the.League of Nations as set forth 
in the Covenant" .

Mr. Gerald Palmer drew the attention of the
K. Executive to a leaflet, issued by the National Peace
■ Council and the Peace Pledge Union on the subject of 

Air Raid precautions, which was being distributed inI connection with, a Peace Week in Swindon. The Secretary
■ reminded the Executive of the resolution on this subject

I which they had adopted on the recommendation of the 
Administration Committee on March 18th last and stated 

Enet he had written to the Secretary of the Union's 
Brencn at Swindon on these lines. After discussion

RESOLVED: (2) "That it be left to Mr. Gerald Pelmer, 
if he so desires, to prepare a paper

I on this subject for consideration by
the Executive at its next meeting;

(3) That the Swindon Branch be informed 
that the Executive Comittee dis- 

. approves of the leaflet on Air Baid
Precautions issued by the N.P.C. and 
P.P.U., and asks its local Branches 
to refrain from'assisting in its 
distribution".

245. "IFFKLYMFETINOSOPEXECUTIV.
Lord Tv++AN;+ w -- --------------------Lord Lytton it was On the proposal of

246

FESOLVED: That a sub-Committee, consisting of Mr. Burris

ai a rnbmdM. an 
brumim"prEraan.E

r. WisF1 a.
P.T.O.
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247. RECOGNITION OF GOVERNMENTS. The Executive had before 5 them a memorandum prepared by Mr. Leonard Behrens on 
. M the subject of the resolution submitted by the Man-

I Chester District to the Torquay meeting of the Ceneral 
I Council but subsequently withdrawn on the understanding 
| that the Executive would consider the matter and report 

to the next meeting of the Council. It was
I RESOLVED: "That Mr. Leonard Behrens' memorandum be 

referred to the Political Committee for 
consideration and report".

248. MR, ARTHUR HENDERSON. It was reported that Mr. Arthur 
. Henderson had just left for a visit to Australia and 
, New Zealand, and it was
| RESOLVED: "That the cordial good wishes of the 

Executive be conveyed to Mr. Arthur 
Henderson for the success of his visit 
to Australia and New Zealand, and that 
he be asked to convey warm greetings 
from the Executive to the League of 
Nations Societies in those countries".

249. ORDER OF BUSINESS. It was

RESOLVED: "That at the next meeting of the Executive 
'Matters arising out of t e minutes' be 
included on the agenda immediately following 

m the minutes of the last meeting; that under
this heading should be considered only those 
matters.which require comment or the report 
of action taken; matters requiring further 
discussion should be put down as separate 
items on the Agenda, the order of the Agenda 

• to be determined by the Chairman in accord­
ance with the resolution of- the Executive

I • in minute 225 of July 8th.






