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Publishers.

DIRECTORS —
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Covent Garden,

London, W.C.
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Che National Committee for the revention of Destitution.
President: The Very Rev, The Dean of Norwich.
Hon. Sec.: Mrs. Sidney Webb, D. Litt.

LEEDS AND DISTRICT BRANCH.
Hon. Sec.: ARTHUR GREENWOOD,

Nunscroft, —1880 -
Roundhay, Leeds.
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Deaconess.
SISTER Bessie.

Pastor and Superintendent.
REV. D. HAYES,

10, Wellington Road, Bow, E.

Honorary Directors.
H. Grattan Guinness, M.D.,P.R.G.S.
Rev. R. Wright Hay.
Rev. J. Stuart Holden, M.A.
George E. Morgan, Esq., M.A.
Dr. G. Campbell Morgan.
Rev. J. Gregory Mantle.

CHURCH Membership—440. 
SUNDAY School—1,500.
SUNDAY Services, 11 & 7.
Prayer Meetings.
P.S.A. for Men, 3.30.
Y.P.C.U. 
BIBLE Classes. 
Bible School. 
Gospel Temperance Meetings.
Tract Distribution. 
Testimony Meetings. 
Mothers’ Meetings. 
Band of Hope.
Brass Band and Choir 

Practice. 
Crusaders’ Band and OPEN- 

Air Work.
Cottage Prayer Meetings.
Sick Visitation.
FACTORY Girls’ Classes.
Soup Kitchen.
Branch of R.B.H.U.
LIME-LIGHT Lectures.
Hospital Visitation.
Self-Help Society.
Berger Men’s Club and 

Gymnasium.
Dinners to Starving Children 
Cocoa Breakfasts.
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THE INCORPORATED
NATIONAL UNION FOR CHRISTIAN SOCIAL SERVICE, 

cos ----------------- ——
TRAINING SCHOOLS FOR UNEMPLOYABLES: 

(Approved, by the Local Government Board.)

LINGFIELD, Surrey. BROW HEAD, Near Kendal. 
MARPLE DALE, Cheshire.

EPILEPTIC HOMES AND SCHOOLS: 
(Certified by the Board of Education.) 

LINGFIELD, Surrey. 
STARNTHWAITE, Westmoreland.

President:
The Rt. Hon. THE EARL OF MEATH, K.P.

Chairman of Council : 
THE LORD BISHOP OF HEREFORD.

Wice-Chairman of Council : 
The Rev. R. F. HORTON, M.A., D.D.

Chairman of Executibe:
The Very Rev. THE DEAN OF NORWICH

Wice-Chairman of Exerutibe:
Mr. D. F. BASDEN, F.C.A.

Jou. Treasurer:
Mr. W. M. OGILVIE.

Hun. Secretaries:
Mr. C. R. W. OFFEN, F.S.S.
Mr. H. CARUS-WILSON.

Registered Office:
27, CHANCERY LANE, LONDON, W.C.

Please Address all Communications to the Hon. Secretaries.

8th December, 1910*

Dear Mr. Lansbury»

Heartiest congratulations on your brilliant success of 

yesterday. Will you excuse me informing you that through my 

canvass yesterday I came across a very large number of Liberals 

whom I had the greatest difficulty in persuading to vote against 

the Tory candidate. I found them rather unfriendly towards 

yourself, and I could only get them to the Poll on the plea that 

they were voting against the Tory. Now that you are in I am -------------- . 3u 
certain with the exercise of considerable tack, added "oyour 
genial personality, these doubtful ones can be won over before 

the next election comes round, and pardon me for pressing the 

matter when I beg of you to lay yourself out to secure this 

happy result.

With best wishes and the kindest regards,

acorge Lansbury, Esq., M.P.,

Bow Road,

E.
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THE(OLD FORD, BOW & BROMLEY— — —7

Street Traders’, Costermongers’ & Shopkeepers’ Union
. ——

(MALE & FEMALE)

President (pro tem.)-H. DA COSTA, Esq. Vice-President—N. ROSE, Esq. Treasurer—H. WITMOND, Esq. Collector &-Steward—L. COSTA, Esq.

General Secretary:

SOL. SCHAVERIEN, 
17, Colmar Street, Alderney Road, Mile End, E. 

where all communications shall be 

addressed to.

Headquarters :

"DUKE OF CLARENCE,”

ALFRED Street, Bow, E.

London, Cecsectet— 8—-—— 1910
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United Kingdom Alliance.Aust =y*=*P—==ET"9**M"**s*trusumo “e, i.%e.
President:

LEIF JONES, Esq.

The Rt. Hon. Lord Shuttleworth.
The Rt. Hon. Lord Ilkeston.
The Rt. Rev. The Lord Bishop of Lincoln.
The Ven. Archdeacon Wilberforce, D.D. 
The Very Rev. The Dean of Carlisle.
The Hon. and Very Rev. Dean of Hereford.
The Very Rev. The Dean of. Durham.
The Countess of Carlisle.
The Hon. Mrs. Eliot Yorke.
The Lady Battersea.
The Hon. Lady Barlow.
Lady Biddulph of Ledbury. 
The Rt Hon. Thomas Burt, M.P. 
The Rt. Hon. Walter Runciman, M.P.
The Rt. Hon. John Burns, M.P.

Vice-Presidents :
The Rt. Hon. L. V. Harcourt, M.P.
The Rt. Hon. Sir T. P. Whittaker, M.P. 
Sir J. Herbert Roberts, Bart, M.P. 
Sir George White, M.P.
A. Cameron Corbett, Esq., M.P. 
Thomas R. FERNES, Esq., M.P.
H. J. Wilson, Esq., M.P.
Charles Roberts, Esq., M.P.
John M. McCallum, Esq., M.P. 
W. H. K. Redmond, Esq., M.P. 
Jonathan Samuel, Esq., M.P. 
John S. Higham, Esq., M.P. 
David Davies, Esq. M.P. 
H. G. Chancellor, Esq., M.P. 
Charles Leach, Esq., M.P.

Rev. C. Silvester Horne, M.P.
Rev. Father Hays, M.R. 
Sir William Markby, K.C.I.E. 
Joseph Rank, Esq.
Captain Richard Rigg, D.L., J.P.
Sir Algernon Coote, Bart, H.M.L.
Alderman G. B. Hunter, D.Sc., J.P.
Rev. J. H. Jowett, M.A., D.D.
Miss Agnes Weston, LL.D.
Sir Wilfrid Lawson, Bart.
Sir Victor Horsley, F.R.S.
Professor G. Sims Woodhead, M.A., M.D. 
Dr. V. H. Rutherford.
Richard Hartley, Esq. and others.

TREASURER :
Sir W. J. CROSSLEY, Bart., M.P.

ALEXANDER THOMSON,

Metropolitan Superintendent 
And Parliamentary Agent.

HON. SECRETARY: SECRETARY:
ROBERT B. BATTY, Esq. Mr. GEORGE B. WILSON, B.A.

20, Tothill Street, Westminster,
LONDON, S.W.

December 8 th., 1910.

G. Lansbury Esq., M.P.
103, St. Stephens Road, 

Bow, E,

8

Dear Sir,

I beg to offer you my heartiest congratulations on the 

important victory which you won yesterday.

It will be of immense value to us in our fight for 

freedom and Temperance in London.

I am, Yours faithfully,
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Office Hours: 9 to 11 a.m., and at 
other times by appointment.

77, Bridport Road,

Telephone—Tottenham, 114.
Nearest Station—Silver Street, G.E.R. 191 0

Upper Edmonton,







UK,

Carisbrooke

Chelmsford Road,

Woodford,

Essex.







GC SOCIAL ■ DEMOCRATIC PARTY.
(S.D.F.)

OBJECT.
The Socialisation of the Great Means of Production and Distribution under a Co-operative Commonwealth, the complete Emancipation of Labour by the 

abolition of Capitalism and Landlordism, and the establishment of Social and Economic Equality between the Sexes.

CENTRAL HALL AND OFFICE

London, W. C.

Secretary: 
H. W. LEE.

Treasurer: 
F. H. GORLE.

21a, Maiden Lane,

01216

Telephone No. 13877 Central.



THE LIBERAL-CHRIS TIAN LEAGUE. (13 1. wmeo"seqoaazuasass"crs) ■ ueayianpenenacetou)....... —----- _

President: Rev. R. J. CAMPBELL, M.A.
General Secretary: Mr. ROBERT STEWART. 

Travelling Secretary: Rev. F. R. SWAN. 
Treasurer: Mr. J. J. BOUTWOOD, J.P.

Official Organ: 
“THE LIBERAL-CHRISTIAN MONTHLY." 

Every month, price id.

3-

S-

8-

S-

Headquarters: KING'S WEIGH HOUSE, 
THOMAS ST., GROSVENOR SQ., W.

Telephone 9771 Gerrard.

1910
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Mr. George Lansburyn. Dec. LaAo
- Mr. George Lansbury, "who has won Bow and 

Bromley, was born fifty years ago in Suffolk, 
but has passed the greater part of his life in the 
East End, first in the coal trade, and afterwards 
at some veneer works, where he is now a part- 
ner. He has made four previous attempts to 
enter Parliament. He was a member of the 
Royal Commission on the Poor Law, and a party 
to the minority report.
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WAIT AND A

People are asking moldondamore, 
“Why on earth was there an Mection ? 
And no wonder. The voter may be by 
nature a trifle fickle, but he could not be 
expected to have changed his views very 
much from January to December, of the 
same year. And it is evident he has not 
done so, for the results of the polls come 
in with monotonous regularity .“ No 
change." And where there is a change it 
is not as a rule a very big one. The Libe- 
rals, for instance, told two seats in Lin- 
coinshire by small majorities—Gainsboro’ 
by 80, and Louth by 82. But what Mr. 
Asquith fancies he has gained by putting 
us all to this trouble and expense at an 
inconvenient time of the year we cannot 
tell. We must wait and see. At any 
rate, the fight has not been without its 
lessons. For instance, we have found a 
Minister of the Crown coquetting even 
more closely with Socialism than he had 
done before. Mr. George, Lansbury is in 
favour of abolishing the Monarchy. Mr. 
Lansbury, in his candidature for Bow and | 
Bromley, received the blessing and re- | 
commendation of Mr. Lloyd George./ Mr. 
Lansbury is now a Member of Parliament; L

with the strength 
- to carry through 

Revolution. In

Mr. Lloyd George is a Minister, of the 
Crown! Whatever may be the actual | 
figures of the new House of Commons, as 
finally constituted, one thing is certain. 
The Asquith Government cannot possibly 
return to Westminster 
and authority necessary 
a great Constitutional
other words,/ the Prime Minister has no 
mandate from the people to demand from 
the Crown those " guarantees/’ without 
which, he says, he will refuse to continue 
in office. Well, in that case, what next? 
Two courses would be open to Mr. 
Asquith: he could either resign the Pre- 
miership, carrying along with him Mr.
Lloyd George and the rest; or he could, 
advise another—and an immediate—Gene-"
ral Election. To remain at the head of a 
Government more dependent than ever on 
the favour of the Dollar Dictator would 
mean, as he is never tired of telling us. 
“ploughing the sands.” To resign would, 
of course, be the simplest way of escaping | 
from his self-created difficulties. But 
what would Mr. Asquith's colleagues in 
the Cabinet say to this? There are such 
trifling matters as " salaries" to be eon • 
sider ed. Of course, the above involves 
the unlikely assumption that the Radi
cals., even with the votes of their 
Separatist and other confederates, will 
come back with a majority at all. The 
bare prospect of such a national disaster 
ought to make every Unionist, every true 
Briton, every loyalist, every lover of his 
country, work his hardest in the elections 
yet to be decided. Not only is this a 
patriotic duty, but it is dictated by the 
most elementary laws of self-preservation. 
Political “deadlocks” are very bad for 
trade. They check and cripple enterprise, 
and they produce a feeling of unrest which 
affects our industrial and commercial life 
in a thousand ways. The way, then, to 
get rid of “ deadlocks " is to give a com
manding majority to the Unionists. , It 
can be done, and it ought to be done. * No I 
nation can possibly thrive on a series of | 
political " crises.” I



THE PROSPECT, 
HAY, 

HEREFORD.
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United Socialist and Labour Military
Affiliated to the London Socialist and Labour Musical Federation.

Band.

President:

H. M. HYNDMAN.
+3

Vice-Presidents:

W. THORNE, M.P.

G. LANSBURY^A
-—EC.c.

A. A. WATTS.
-*-3

Conductor:

S. W. SOUTH.

The Band is open for 
Engagements, 
GARDEN PARTIES, 
DANCES. 
DEMONSTRATIONS, 
&c.

183

For Terms apply to the 
Secretary,

H. CHESHIRE,

27, LEFEVRE ROAD, BOW, E.

1910

The United Socialist and Labour Military Band has been formed for the purpose of providing High-Class Music at any Socialist function 
where such would be considered an advantage to the movement.

All sympathisers with the object of the Band are invited to become members, either active or honorary. Particulars of the Secretary-
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FURDAYS:

E9AM. TO I PM.

GENERAL SECRETARY: 
JAS.MACPHERSON...

THE OLD ORDER CHANGETH 
YIELDING PLACE TO NEW

UNDER THE MODERN COMMERCIAL SYSTEM.
THE WORKERS CANNOT.WITHOUT ORGANISATION.

REMEDY THE SOCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL EVILS WHICH 
SURROUND THEM.

O REDUCE THE HOURS
OF LABOUR.

TO SECURE FAIR PAYMENT
FOR SERVICES RENDERED./

TO REGULATE THE RELATIONS
BETWEEN EMPLOYER * EMPLOYEE 

TO ASSIST MEMBERS
WHEN ILL OR UNEMPLOYED.

TO ASSIST MEMBERS 
TO OBTAIN EMPLOYMENT.

URS

bankers: 
NATIONAL PROVINCIAL 

BANK OF ENCLAND. 
Chequespayable lo the "Bvaswitr. ( 

solicitors:
MESSRS. CORBJ N, GREEN ER A CO 0 K.

F I NANCIAL SECRETAR Y
F.M.MATHER. ©
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CONISTON, 
HORNCHURCH, 

ESSEX.

WITH EVERY GOOD WISH

FOR CHRISTMAS AND

-e reu

THE NEW YEAR.

“Insist on yourself; never imitate. Your own gift you can 

present every moment with the cumulative force of a whole 

life’s cultivation; but of the adopted talent of another, you have 

only an extemporaneous, half possession. That which each can

do best, none but his Maker can teach him."

Ralph Waldo Emerson.

Christmas, 1910.



POOR RICHARD.

" Pray, father Abraham, what think you of the times ? Will 
not these heavy taxes quite ruin the country? How shall we 
be ever able to pay them? What would you advise us to?”

Father Abraham stood up and replied, “If you would have 
my advice, I will give it you in short; * for a word to the wise 
is enough,’ as poor Richard says.

* * * * * * *

" Friends,” says he, “ the taxes are indeed very heavy ; and, if 
those laid on by the Government were the only ones we had to 
pay, we might more easily discharge them; but we have many 
others, and much more grievous to some of us. We are taxed 
twice as much by our idleness, three times as much by our 
pride, and four times as much by our folly; and from these 
taxes the commissioners cannot ease or deliver us by allowing 
an abatement. However, let us hearken to good advice, and 
something may be done for us; • God helps them that help 
themselves,’ as poor Richard says.

“It would be thought a hard Government that should tax its 
people one-tenth part of their time to be employed in its service; 
but idleness taxes many of us much more: sloth, by bringing 
on diseases, absolutely shortens life. * Sloth, like rust, consumes 
faster than labour wears, while the used key is always bright,’ 
as poor Richard says. ‘ But dost thou love life, then do not 
squander time, for that is the stuff life is made of,’ as poor 
Richard says. How much more than is necessary do we spend 
in sleep; forgetting that * The sleeping fox catches no poultry,’ 
as poor Richard says.

“ ' If time be of all things the most precious, wasting time 
‘must be,’ as poor Richard says, ‘the greatest prodigality;’ 
since, as he elsewhere tells us ′ Lost time is never found again; 
and what we call time enough, always proves little enough.’ " 
* * * * * * “So what signifies wishing and hoping for 
better times? We can make these times better if we bestir 
ourselves.”







103, ST. Stephen’s Road,

Bow, E.

To my Comrades and Helpers in the Fight for Bow and Bromley.

Dear Comrade,

On the eve of Christmas and just during the pause in our campaign, 
I want to send you this little personal note, and to thank both you and 
your good wife for the very splendid manner in which you have rallied to 
our cause during the past 10 days. I am sure that in coming out as you 
have done your object has been not to add glory to my name, but to help 
the Labour and Socialist cause. All the same however, my wife and I wish 
in this way to recognise and to tell you how deeply we appreciate the 
kindly manner in which you have personally supported me. I am, of course, 
your standard-bearer in the fight, and without doubt by your aid, I am 
going to carry the flag to a triumphant victory. Christmas time is to all of 
us whatever our religious beliefs may be, a time when there is a softening 
in strife and when men and women’s feelings towards one another are 
kindlier than at any other time of the year. And I want to just take this 
opportunity of saying to you that it is this peace and brotherliness which 
you and I want all men and women to enjoy all the days of all the years 
all the time. We feel the good of it at Christmas time. We know the 
peace and the harmony that cessation from strife, both commercial and 
political brings to us, and you and I believe that this might always be so, 
and that is the object of our struggle here in Bow and Bromley. At the 
same time, we shall be remembering that outside our own family circles 
there are multitudes of men, women and children, destitute of the means 
of satisfying this world’s needs. We know that in thousands of homes the 
gaunt spectre of poverty and misery will stalk. We know also that many 
a business man will all through this festive season be harassed and worried 
by the cares and troubles of his business, and I at least believe that the 
song of Bethlehem whatever else it meant, really did mean a message of 
peace and goodwill from all this kind of strife and misery. And it is 
because I believe this that I ask you at this Christmas time, when we are 
shaking hands and wishing each other a happy time, I ask you just to 
spare a thought for those others to whom Christmas will bring no happiness 
at all, and to whom no day in the year brings happiness, and in our joy 
of peace and happiness at our own fireside, let us each remember that we 
have to consecrate our lives anew to the great fight before us, of which a 
Parliamentary Election is only a mere incident, that fight which embodies 
the true emancipation of the race.



I would therefore like you to keep in mind during the whole of the 
campaign those lines of Gerald Massey’s, which were written during the 
time of the great Chartist movement, and during the period of that move
ment when things looked rather black for its success. You and I know 
that the blackest day for the Chartist movement was only like the dark 
night which precedes the glorious dawn, and that in our own day we are 
reaping the result of the work of our fathers. It is for you and I, my 
comrades, to be quite certain that by our work and by our effort we hand 
on the torch to the hands of our children, that they too may have a 
better and a more glorious time than that which it has been our lot to 
secure.

Here are the lines :—

‘Tis weary watching wave by wave 
And yet the tide heaves onward, 

We climb like corals, grave by grave, 
To reach a pathway sunward.

We’re beaten back in many a fray, 
But newer strength we borrow, 

And where the vanguard camps to-day 
The rear will rest to-morrow.

Builds up heroic lives and all
Be like a sheathen sabre, 

Ready to flash at duty's call
Oh ! chivalry of labour, 

Triumph and toil are twins, though they
Be singly born to sorrow,

And ’tis the martyrdom to-day 
Brings victory to-morrow,

This world is full of beauty 
Like other worlds above, 

And if we did our duty 
It might be full of love : 

The few shall not for ever sway 
The many who toil in sorrow,

- The gates of hell are strong to-day, 
But Christ will rise to-morrow.

With all good wishes from my wife and myself to you and yours for 
Christmas, New Year, and always,

I remain,

Yours truly,

GEORGE LANSBURY.

Printed by E. H. WILLIAMS, (T.U.) 232 Devons Road, Bromley, and published by J. H. BANKS, 6 Campbell Road, Bow.









IL(2A}0 /

33/

p AULx AELECRAPH
• . ---- -- s U-mpneg" \ 
WORKHOUSE PANTOMIME.

1 Mr. George Lansbury, M.P., arranged two per- 
formances of a pantomime for the inmates of Poplar 
Borough Workhouse, and was present in the after- 
noon. At the matinee some 300 cripple inmates, 
men, women, and children, including children from 
the receiving home, were wheeled or carried in chairs 
to the dining-hall, where the fete was held, this being 

> the first time an attempt has been made to bring 
| the disabled inmates from their own quarters to 
| enjoy their share in the general amusement. 

Christmas decorations are still in the dining-hall, and 
the scene was most gratifying, for everybody heartily 

I enjoyed the pantomime, with its pretty scenes and 
| its good singing. In the evening 1,200 inmates were 
| made happy by a similar entertainment.

MORM NGB DER
MR. LANSBURY'SRNTERTAINMENT

Supplementing his usual Christmas enter
tainment to the inmates of Poplar Work
house, Mr. George Lansbury, M.P., arranged 
for two performances yesterday of the panto- 
mime ‘Aladdin ‘ in the large dining-hall.' 
The first performance, in the afternoon, was 

| witnessed by an audience of some 350, com- 
posed of cripples from the infirm wards and 
children from the receiving home. At the 
evening entertainment there were between 
1200 and 1,300 adult inmates present.

Both performances, for which Mr. Eier- 
ine’s company was responsible, were much 
appreciated. Mr. Lansbury is arranging 
another treat shortly in the form of a variety

I entertainment. --------



Enjoyable Workhouse Enter-
tainment.

The inmates of Poplar Workhouse had a plea, 
sant time on Friday afternoon and evening, when 
they were afforded the opportunity of witnessing 
a performance of the pantomime, “ Aladdin,” 
by Piering’s company of professional artists, on 
the invitation of Mr. G. Lansbury, M.P., and 
Mr. K. G. Hobday. The audience in the after- 
noon consisted of all the cripples in the house, 
who were carried down to the spacious dining 
hall in invalid chairs, and also the children from 
Langley House. Mr. Lansbury was present, and 
spoke, while Mr. F. T. Munnings (the chairman 
of the Board of Guardians), in a few well-chosen 
words, thanked him and Mr. Hobday for their 
kindness. In addition to those named, there 
were also present in the afternoon the Rev. H, 
Mosley, Mr, G. Crosse, Mrs. Scurr, Mrs. J. H. 
Banks, the Rev. O. Lawrie (Rector of All 
Saints), and others.

In the evening, the Mayor and Mrs. Sedgwick 
were present,! and addressed a few words to the 
assembled 1,200 inmates. In addition, there were 
present in the evening Mrs. and Miss Munnings, 
Mr. H. Heath, Mr. J. Milligan, Mrs. Symonds, 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Faulconbridge, Mr. J. Hunt, 
Mrs. Cadman, Mr. H. Moreton, Mr. J. Peckham, 
Miss Logan, and many other visitors. Mr. and 
Mrs. Ball (master and matron) and staff lent 
willing aid towards assisting the inmates to 
enjoy the evening’ proceedings.
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To George Lansbury, Esq.," M.P., from Dr.
T. J. Macnamara, M.P, 2/ot-in | 7

DEAR GEORGE,—

You are right, of course. An M.P. is only “ an ordinary 
man," like everyone else. But you shouldn’t give it away.

We older hands find it pays to give the impression that an 
M.P. is a sort of a little tin god on wheels. 

But you’ll catch the idea later.
Yours with encouragement, —1

T. J. MACNAMARA.

• Punch’s’ Comrade Lansbury.
Seeing- that a French journal has estab

lished a column in which all kinds of 
grievances are given an airing, " Mr. 
Punch" follows that example with the 
following, which purports to come from 
Mr. Lansbury, M.P. :—

“ There is no scandal to compare with 
the waste of time and energy in the House 
of Commons. I recently made a careful 
analysis of a day’s proceedings, and I 
found that, of the seven hours occupied in, 
speeches, two hours, twenty-five minutes, 
were given to idle forms of courtesy. Such 
a phrase as ‘ Honourable Member for So- 
and-so ’ makes me mad. None of us think 
other members honourable, and the sooner 
we cease to pretend that we do the better 
for England. The way to refer to another 
member is by his surname only. I am 
plain Lansbury, and I expect others to be 
the same. Again, there is the absurd 
tradition of catching the Speaker’s eye. 
Every man should have as much right to 
speak as another, and should not have to 
wait to be called. In short, the House is 
not a place of ‘legislation at all, but a 
museum of medievalism. Coming, now to 
the third, and, perhaps, worst scandal, I 
refer to the President of the Local Govern
ment Board—” [Not here.—Editor, 
" Punch."] ? yiq -
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MR LANSBURY AT MIDDLESBROUCH,

for 
of
in 

■iel.

SPEECH ON SOCIALISM AND-EVERY
DAY LIFE. □

Uto—1412
Mr George Lansbury, M.P. for Bow and

Bromley, and a former candidate in the 
Socialist interest for the Middlesbrough 
Division was the chief speaker at a meeting 
at All Saints’ Church Schoolroom, Middles 
brough, last evening, under the auspices 
of the Church Socialist League.
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The Rev. J. S. L. Burn, vicar of AU
Saints, presided, and commented upon the 
hopeless position in to which the industrial 
population of England was gradually 
falling. There were already ten millions 
living in great despair. A more pathetic 
sight than a holiday in Middlesbrough he 
did not know—-the men seemed to have lost 
all power and walked aimlessly about. He 
thought the hope of the nation lay in 
Socialism as practised by Mr Lansbury.

The Rev. T. 0. Gobat, vicar of St. James’s. 
Darlington, gave a short address, ano 
emphasised the fact that while one-eighth 
of the inhabitants were living in comfort, 
seven-eighths were in poverty, and the 
minority were living upon the fruits of the 
labour of the majority.

Turning to the consumption scourge, he 
said this could be extirpated if theydid n t 
think too much of their pockets. They 
should settle the land question and go in 
for housing reform. Then they would getin for housing reform, 

ry to the root of the evil.
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The Rev. C. Stuart Smith, organising 
secretary of the C.S.L., mentioned that the 
real business of the meeting was to form 
a branch of the League for Middlesbrough.

A cordial reception was given Mr Lans
bury, who expressed his pleasure that the 
Socialist movement in Middlesbrough still 
continued to go along. He was more, glad 
that the movement for the political emanci- 
pation of woman had also a decent hold in 
the town, and regarded it as a sign of the 
times that the Church of England seemed 
to be wakening up. He would Like them 
to force the attention of the Congress next 
week to things that really matter.

Middlesbrough was a modern town, 
grown up under modern conditions, and 
they should see how the poor have to live. 
He would like to take some of the well-to-do
women to spend a week in Middlesbrough 
in those districts near the furnaces, living 
on the same money as the poor did, and 
he would then be able to guarantee a great 
accession of strength to the women's move
ment before the end of next week. .He 
would like to do the same with some of 
the bishops.

The bishops, went on Mr Lansbury, mean 
to do the right thing, but they do not know 
what the right thing is. The Archbishop 
of York, too, when he was down in the 
East End, used to beregarded as rather 
favouring their cause. The trouble was, 
the Bishops did not realise the conditions 
under which the poor existed, and they 
would not realise until they experienced 
them.

te 
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When he had said that if he had to live 
in Middlesbrough " he would either drown 
himself in beer or in the Tees,” he meant 
it. Man was not meant to live under such 
conditions, and he wanted the Church to 
go down to the poor and tell them that it 
was a religious duty, a sacred duty, to re
volt against such conditions.

If it were possible for anybody who lived 
here 200 years' ago to come back, he would 
be entitled to ask, " What are you getting 
for it? What is society getting for it ?* 
His answer was that they were getting life 
destitute of the finer things of humanity.

Many men and women never knew what 
true life was. The sacrifice was not worth 
it if men and women should be con- 
demand so that a few people mightenjoy 
luxury, and all that luxury meant. The 
longer the Church tolerated that sort 61 
condition the longer would the common 
people have nothing to do with religion.

Self-interest was the dominating force in 
politics and everyday life. The question. 
‘What am I going to make out of it?" 

was continually arising. The real solution 
of the troubles seemed to lie, concluded 
Mr Lansbury, for them all to rise together. 
Men and women who would save their 
lives must lose their life and find it in the 
life of the community. But before the 
Socialistic movement made much progress 
they must have fervour. The movement 
needed the inspiration of a great ideal, and 
it was up to the Church and all professed 
Christians to be right in the forefront of 
the revolt.

The people must save, themselves, they 
(the Socialists) could not save them. There 

, was no other road to Socialism, no short 
I cu t to revolution.



M.P.’S. SERVE CHRISTMAS DINNER IN THE WORKHOUSE

M

Mr. Lansbury, M.P., cutting the Christmas pudding and Mr. Will Crooks, M.P., handing it to the inmates at the Poplar Work- 
house on Boxing Day. Mr. Crooks afterwards sang “The Rocky Road to Dublin ” and danced with the im mates.


