
at 52, Clare Court, 
W.C.l.

W« Strang Esq., 
The Foreign Office.

My dear Strong,

27th September 1938

1) Seeing there la the basis In fact for 
what Herr Hitler said last night about Monsieur 
Benes, charging him with responsibility for an 
initial "lie” regarding the population question, 
in the creation of Czechoslovakia, has everything 
possible been done, or can anything now be done, 
to acknowledge that fact to Herr Hitler

a) by M. Benes

b) by the British and French Ministers 
especially as regards our share of 
i^sponslbllity for the Initial mis
representation?

The same question applies, as regards M. Benes, 
to the misrepresentation of fact regarding the alleged 
Gezman mobilisation and alleged discontinuance of It 
under British and French pressure, in the summer, and 
also to the recent Czech assertion that the Czech 
mobilisation was officially advised by Britain and 
France,

I feel deeply that aeknowledgmnmst of these 
errors, to Hitler, as a man who is indignant and 
an^[*yi may be a vital necessity now for peace.

2) X feel that Hitler cannot withdraw before 
solemn warnings} his position, Ms personal and the 
national psychology, possibly his principles, prevent It. 
Some way must be found of saving peace by saving 
Hitler’s face.

p: OF



27th September 1958
W. Strang Esq., 
The Foreign Office* • 2 •

Can the Czechs make the following offer nowi

that before or on Saturday they 
will withdraw military, police, 
and administration from the 
Sudeten areas, relinquishing them 
to a mixed neutral force or to 
the British Legion or International 
Ex-Servloe men (Sir Ian Hamilton)?

Can the Germans be asked, on these terms, to 
halt their troops at the frontier or even to withdraw 
them a distance? Thio might be, to them, a march 
home after a bloodless victory. The thou^i came 
to me a few weeks ago "He will order his troops to 
march, but It will be In the opposite direction.”

Even If the Germans Insisted on marching in on 
Saturday this would not, with a neutral force of some 
kind in occupation, and the Czech forces withdrawn, be 
an invasion of Czechoslovakia. Could the Czech offer 
bo made In such a way that It la clear that even thia 
possibility, of the Germans going in, Is not finally 
rejected - or If not, could it be made now as a con
ditional offer as above?

You will understand that only under great constraint 
would I approach you In this manner.

With kindest regards and warmest 
thoughts for youroelf

Yours sincerely

/^ OF
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87th Soptwtber 1838

isy dear Strang,

Acting on a auggaatloa from George Lansbury, 

X an aaklng you ahether you vouM, If you feel 

It right to do so, bring the oontonta of ny 

letter to the Imedlate attention of the Prine 

Minister. I an thinking of his broadoast 

to-night, and of every possibility.

Last night Lansbury sent a nl^t-letter 

telegram to Dr. Benes, a eopy of Vhloh X enolose 

for your Interest^ «>*x o^ «^ - 

yours slneeroly

®a, Strang Fsq., 
The Foreign Office.
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JAMES

NOR BURY
Journalist

& LECTURER

15) StanhojJe Street, 
Levenshulme, 

MANCHESTER.

28th. September 1958-

The Rt. Hon. George Lansbury. M.P. 
House of Commons, 
LCJHHQM. W. I.

Dear George,

It is now many years since we first met and discussed 
together the ideals that we held in common. I, an^he group of 
fnends who have signed this letter, are co-operating in writing 
to asure you that the torch of peace is being held aloft in 
Manchester and will be kept burning no matter how dark the clouds 
may be or how difficult the days may become. The Peace Pledge 
Union must become a vital force in the present hour. It must 
be a life-giving fountain of strength and fellowship and inspiration 
to all who are striving to give uncomproBising fidelity to the 
cause of peace and fellowship and justice throughout the world. 
We will stand firm in the cause of constructive peace,

Yours fraternally.
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T6e Kev. Dr. IT. K Howard,,
(1«6« —'i^CJ

OAKFIELD,
FRIARY ROAD,

HANDSWORTH WOOD, 
BIRMINGHAM 20

Telephone : NOR. 0948

Oct.1,1938.

Tire Right Honourable

George Lansbury,Esq.,P.C.

Dear Mr Lansbury,

It has come to my knowledge that many members of the 

Representative Council of the Evangelical Free Churches of Birmingham 

are thinking of you at this tiijie of national rejoicing and hope, and are 

filled with gratitude at the remembrance of your devoted labours in the 

service of international peace and friendship.

They admire the splendid faith and hope which inspire 

you at your advanced age to undertake such heroic labours in bearing far 

and wide your witness to the belief that good will can bridge the widest 

and deepest gulfs that separate men and nations,and that under the divine 

guidance the world may be led out of thew ay of war into the joyful 

serenity of peace.

May I be allowed on behalf of very many others to assure 

you of the grateful affection in which you are held by men of all parties 

and of none? V/e pray that on you may fall the beatitude of the peace

maker,and that you may prove the truth of the scripture which declares 

'•And the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace for them that make peace" 

With warmest regards. 

Yours very

(President for 1938-9 of the Representative Council 

of the Evangelieal Free CSurohes of Birmingham)
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MOSLEY. COMWN li^^QLIST CHURCH, B00TH3T0W, MR. MANCHESTER. **

. 3ra. Octo’ber, 1938> 
aX^A5^ < ■

Dear Eciend,

Will you kindly consider the enclosed manifesto 

on the urgency of using the present situation for renewed 

efforts for world peace? Will-you kindly hring^t-trefore 

ywffi-Bihle—Classes, -€kjiid--^5-Cfeur€h-«rga35is®r^^ -tn gnmp 

-app]?epriarts-^way-? It was drawn up hy the signatories and 

signed hy 66 members of our little chapel on Sunday October 

2nd, following a discussion at the united Bible Classes on 

the urgency of a new and bigger effort of all Christians 

and other citizens for world peace.

The Classes appointed Mr. Leslie Hope, of 

28, New Row, Mosley Common, Boothstown, Nr. Manchester, 

as correspondence secretary, and all correspondence ^ould 

be directed to him.

We think that all Bible Classes, Guilds and 

similar meetings should consider these questions, and we 

shall be pleased to help by supply^-^^g ^a^npy^jyi-^ii^-Ry answer

ing questions, and we welcome suggestions and help from all.

Yours very sincerely,

(Signed) Bertrand 1. Coggle (Minister) 
William Johnson.
Oliver Howarth.
Edwin Roscoe.

Arthur Lloyd.

Leslie Hope. (Correspondenc e

Al <7 My



We declare that the Churches must not lose the opportunity, as they did in 1919, of rising 
to the challenge of a supreme opportunity of leading the nations to rebuild the life of the 

world upon sure foundations of justice and peace. We have all been on the edge of a terrible 

calamity. Our relief should not be dissipated in mere emotion but should lead to definite 

acts of peace making. We therefore call upon all those who call themselves Christians to 

make the most strenuous efforts to ensure that the Churches of which they are members give 

effective practical support to the following programme by teaching it and preaching it and by 

every other means which are likely to promote the programme.

□ □ □

I. The building of a system of international law and order.

2. International disarmament as a proof of the sincerity of the Hitler-Chamberlain pact.

3. The calling of a World Conference to secure justice and appeasement by removal 
of restrictions on trade according to the principles of the Van Zeeland report.

4. Generous and practical recompense should be given by Britain and France to relieve 
distress in Czecho-Slovakia.

5. The confession that war is contrary to God’s will, and that it is a crude weapon 
which does not always punish the guilty but injures the innocent.

6 Repentance for our own selfishness, pride and fear, both national and personal, and 
personal dedication to Christ’s way of life.
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5 1. COTTENHAM PARK ROaK..,

WIMBLEDON, S.W.2O.

3/10/38

Mr. George Lansbury, M.P., 
House of Commons, 

Westminster.

Dear Mr. Lansbury,

I suggest that now is the time to urge upon the 

Prague government a policy of complete and. permanent 

disarmament. It is apparent that for any small nation 

armaments are completely useless as a protection ,• ind.eed., 

their existence is more likely to provoke disaster than 

to prevent it. Their effective use must depend upon the 

collaboration of some more powerful neighbour, and the 

occasion for such collaboration - as events have shown - 

will be chosen by the neighbour without regard to the 

interests of the snail nation.

I am sure that Dr. Benes would see the logic 

of this if it were put to him.

Yours sincerely.

W.O.Bishop.

(P.P.U.)



AoAERUABVON BRAKGH j^ THE PFAGE PLEDGE IB IOH.
'• ■ .

'Bryn Heulog’, 
Segontiun Boevd, 

Caernarvon.
October 3rd, 1938. 

Dear Hr. Lansbury,

At a meeting of the Peace Pledge Union 

Branch at Caernarvon last night I was asked to convey to you 

our deep appreciation of the work you have done in the past 

months in preparing the tray to the solution of international 

problems through negotiation and not through war.

We sincerely hope that your efforts to call 

an International Conference to settle all disputes through 

peaceful negotiation and to remove the economic causes of v/ar 

will soon be realized.

We thank you for all your efforts in the past 

a.nd pray that you will have health and strength to lead s-nd to 

inspire all lovers of peace "until they all shall be one"

Yours respectfully,
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A meeting of ths pacifist Members of 

parliament, over which G-eorge Lansbury presided, 

decided to abstain from voting on Thursday and 

agreed on ths following statement:-

While appreciating the sincere efforts of 

the prime Minister and others to avert immediate 

war, a war made possible through the bankruptcy of 

European statesmanship, we remain convinced that 

violence and war cannot bring peace to the world. 

VJe, therefore, strongly oppose any intensification 

of the race in armaments and proposals made by 

eminent people for industrial and military conscrip

tion. peace will only be secured when nations are 

willing to co-operate in sharing the resources and 

markets of the world, and in a complete abandonment 

b37- all countries of imperial, economic and political 

domination. We whole-heartedly support the demand 

for a world conference of all nations to secure

economic co-operation and the removal of territorial

and other grievances.

Sth October, 1938.
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Home Office,
Whitehall,

S.W.l.

^^ Noveinber, 1938.

I have looked into the case of Mr. Leopold

Jellinek, about whom you wrote to Lloyd on the 

27th September, and you will be glad to hear that 

he has now been granted an extension to enable 

him to continue his studies in this country.

The Right Honourable
G. Lansbury, M.P.
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/

Home Office.
** ’^ Whitehall,

S.W.l.

3rd November, 1938.

Dear Private Secretary,

The Home Secretary asks me to express his 

regret that you. have not had an earlier reply to 

your letter of the 12th October about the case of 

Dr. V/ilhelm Solzbacher. An authorisation by telegram 

was, hov/ever, sent to the British Consul in Luxembourg 

on the 31st October under vjhich Dr. Solzbacher would be 

allowed to make a visit of two weeks to this country.

Yours faithfully.

Private Secretary.

The Private Secretary to
The Right Hon. 0. Lansbury, J.P., M.P.
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I EL E PHO NF.

Advance 3247

3 9 Bow Road 
London

E.3

?. Xi. K8.

His Excellexiey
the German •Ambassador,

9, Carlton House Terrace, S.w.i.

Hear Sir,

Hlease excuse this letter. I write under great 
pressure from friends who desire friendship v/ith your 
great nation, and who understand how difficult it i-: for 
you to act as we so often ask you to do. Hut friends 
who ha,ve relations in prison or concentration camps 
are terribly worried.

I think you may have heard of Hr. Max Wachstein, 
late of Vienna in which city he was born and liveS'*~alT* 
his life. He is, I am told, non political but has 
been sent to a camp at Weimar where he is detained even 
though he has a visa to this country en route to 
America. His friends are convinced that he cannot 
survive a v/inter in the Weimar camp, and at their 
request 1 have agreed to join my appeal on his behalf 
to any ;ou may have already received, and to express 
the fervent hope that the Puhrer will grant him his 
freedom.

'Will you very kindly do whatever is possible 
to get thiLs man’s case reviewed, and permission granted him 
to leave the country.

Yours very truly,


