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—=orr,—It is an— e -— 
of yesterday’s scene in the rouse of Commons 
without showing the true dignity and manliness 
of Mr Lansbury’s conduct. Under such circum
stances the disgrace is -with those who can sit 
still. The story of how cultured and intel
lectual women are tortured to the point of 
insanity and death is evidently funny to these 
British gentlemen who are entrusted with the 
affairs of the nation, and it is left to a Labour 
member to do and say what the occasion de
mands. These women are in prison because 
of their principles. As Mr Asquith so naively 
told the House, they have only to promise to 
do as they are told and they would be free 
women. How many of the " honourable 
members ” (!) would show the same courage 
and faithfulness to their cause—whatever that 
might be ? I have hitherto been a peaceful 
and law-abiding woman; I have preached 
patience and constitutional methods. But 
to-day I see that the constitution offers no help 
to women. We have no direct constitutional 
methods, and the limit of our patience has 
been reached.

The days of the thumbscrew and the stake 
are here again, and we are driven to use the 
only means of protest left to us. As a nurse 
I know something of artificial feeding. It i- 
bad enough when done with the patient’s con
sent, but when done forcibly, and therefore 
more or less brutally, its horrors are increased 
tenfold. Mrs Pankhurst—now almost an old 
woman—and the Pethick Lawrences faced that 
ordeal after some days’ starvation as a protest 
against their followers still being treated as 
criminals. They themselves had been accorded 
the rights of political prisoners. When the 
prison doctors dare go no further these two 
ladies are released and removed in ambulances. 
But the others are still being tortured. What 
has happened to the men of our country that 
these things are tolerated for a single day? 
And there was “laughter in the House” over 
the attempted suicide at Holloway of Miss 
Davison!—I am, etc., *
AN Addition TO THE RANKS OF THE MILITANTS.

39 Fotheringe^ Road, Pollokshields, • 
June 26.

Sir,—I am indeed glad to see, in the light 
of Mr Lansbury’s outburst of indignation in 
the House of Commons, that we have at least 
one bravo man in that Assembly—one man 
who understands what real chivalry means— 
not a show of sickly sentimental deference 
towards a weaker (inferior) sex, but a cham
pionship of women’s interests by both word and 
deed, —di, |

Mr Asquith had the (possibly unconscious) 
effrontery to suggest that the imprisoned suf
fragists might gain their freedom by betraying I 
the cause for which they went there—by pro
mising to cease fighting an unjust and 
tyrannical Government. Of course Mr 
Lansbury was filled with indignation at this 
insult to womanhood, and vented his just anger 
upon the author of it. When women political 
offenders (as the jury at the conspiracy trial 
admitted them to be) are thrown into jail, and 
treated as common criminals, it is time to pro
test and not to mince matters

Mr Lansbury realises that these noble women 
are suffering vicariously; they have adopted 
the hunger-strike protest on behalf of their 
fellow-prisoners who are not receiving first divi
sion treatment. In so doing the leaders have 
shown the real Christ spirit, careless of personal 
pain if freedom can be won for the oppressed. 
No wonder Mr Lansbury is seething with 
resentment against those who treat our best 
women with such blind brutality. The wonder 
is that some of the other 600 odd members have 
not caught some of his noble rage and joined 
in his protest in spite of rules, and red tape. 
But they have chosen to maintain a dishonour
ing silence, and more shame to them, whether 
suffragists or not. Had the Government dealt 
with woman suffrage in a statesmanlike way, 
instead of burking and evading it as they have 
done, there would have been no window-break
ing, no violence of, any kind, and no need for 
Mr Lansbury to risk expulsion by his brave 
and chivalrous conduct.—I am, etc., 
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TELEPHONE
5209 GERRARD

i. YNEcut". ---------------------------------- 4

(63
FEMINIST
PUBLISHERS AND

BOOKSELLERS.

15 ADAM STREET, 
STRAND, 

(OPPOSITE ADELPHI THEATRE) 

LONDON, w.C.

June 28th 1912.

Dear Mr. Lansbury

Thank you very much indeed for your help 

on Wednesday night. I am very sorry that the audience 

was not much larger, but at thi 

you know it is very difficult to

time of the year as

get up a large meeting

I thank you also for your beautiful speech

Yours very truly.

George Lansbury Esq. , M.P., 
Bow. E.
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TIMES AND ‘MIRROR, MONDAY, J
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CORRESPONDENCE.
2

THE HOME SECRETARY’S 
" CONSISTENCY?’

Sir,—Will you or some of your readers 
kindly reconcile for me the following apparent 
contradictions in Mr. McKenna's statements 
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in this morning's paper 
SUFFRAGISTS.
Lord R. Cecil: Has 

the right hon. gentle- 
man considered the 
apparent injustice of 
giving to the leaders, 
in these regrettable 
occurrences, m uch 
more lenient treat
ment than is meted 
out to the followers, 
and does he not think 
from the point of 
view of, respect for the 
administration of jus
tice that it is very 
desirable indeed that 
any impression should 
be removed that there 
is any favouritism in 
the treatment of one 
set of prisoners as 
against another ?

Mr. McKenna: I, 
acted upon the advice 
of the judge who 
triedthe . three 
leaders, I, have 
always conceived it to. be my duty not to exercise any arbitrary 
discretion of my own, 
but to consult the 
judge; and as the 
judge in, the case of 
the other prisoners 
did, not recommend

MALATESTA.
Sir I. D. Rees 

asked the Home 
Secretary if he would 
say for what reason 
he had decided not to 
make an expulsion 
order against the pri
soner Malatesta.

Mr. McKenna: The 
sentence tof three 
months' imprisonment 
and the order to pay 
the costs of the prose- 
cution appeared to, be 
sufficient punishment 
for the offence of 
which Malatesta was 
convicted, and, hav- 
ing regard to the 
nature of the offence 
and the report which 
I have obtained of 
the character and 

- antecedents of the 
prisoner, .1 did not 
thinkthe expulsion 
order necessary in 
the public interests. .

Sir L. D. Rees: 
Does the right hon. 

gentleman occupy in 
this matter the posi
tion of a responsible 
Minister or of an 
irresponsible pasha ? 
Is it by caprice alone
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OIL MARKET

..... LONDON, Saturday.
The announcement that the litigation now 

proceding in the courts did not directly con- 
cern the Ural Caspian Company helped these 
shares to rally to 3 9-16, and strengthened 
other leading Oil shares, especially Shell 
Transports, which maintained an improve
ment of 3, at 55-16. Trinidad Oilfields were 
1-16 up, at 1 3-16, while General Props, were 
that fraction lower, at §. The leading 
Maikop shares were steady, incleding Maikop 
Pipeline at 11s. 9d. Maikop Spies were 
another 3d. down, at 7s. 6d.

LATEST CLOSING PRICES.

Ang-Cuban,10 3/6 4/0 Maikop Prop. %
Ang-Maikop.. % 7
Assam Oil...... ** % 
Baku N.. 10s. 3/9 4/3. 
Bibi-Eybat.... 0/6 1/6
Blk. sea Ord., 1 #
Blk Sea . ...... % %
Burmah Or... *3% 3%
California___  4%

Maikop P L....
Maikop Prem

. Mai. Spies.10s 
MexE.PL £/0/6 
Mid-European
N foundland 
N.Zealand,2s 
Pacific Oil......

11/3 12/3
«■ % 
7/0 8/0 
24 25
1A li 
1/69 2/6

0/6 1/0
X 4-e Prem. O. & P 18/0 19/0
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CORRESPONDENCE.

THE HOME SECRETARY’S
" CONSISTENCY?’

Sir,—Will you or some of your readers 
kindly reconcile for me the following apparent 
contradictions in Mr. McKenna’s statements
in this morning s 

SUFFRAGISTS. 
Lord R. Cecil; Has 

the right hon. gentle- 
man considered the 
apparent injustice of 
giving to the leaders, 
in these regrettable 
occurrences, m uch 
more lenient treat- 
ment than is meted 
out to the followers, 
and does he not think 
from the point of 
view of respect for the 
administration of jus
tice that it is very 
desirable indeed that 
any impression should 
be removed that there 
is any favouritism in 
the treatment of one 
set of prisoners as 
against another ?Mr. McKenna: L 
acted upon the advice 
of the judge . who 
tried the three 
leaders.J have
always conceived it to. 
be my duty not to 
exercise any arbitrary 
discretion of my own, 
but to consult the 
judge; and as the 
judge in. the case of 
the other prisoners 
did not recommend

MALATESTA.
Sir I. D. Rees 

asked the Home 
Secretary if he would 
say for what reason 
he had decided not to 
make an expulsion 
order against the pri
soner Malatesta.

Mr. McKenna : The 
sentence : of three 
months’ imprisonment 
and the order to pay 
the costs of the prose- 
cution appeared to, be 
sufficient punishment 
for the offence of 
which Malatesta was 
convicted, . and, hav- 
ing regard to the 
nature of the offence 
and the report which 
I have obtained of 
the - character and 

■ antecedents of the 
prisoner, I did not 
think ' the expulsion 
order necessary in 
the public interests. .

Sir "I. IT" Ttees: 
Does the right hon. 

gentleman occupy in 
this matter the posi
tion of a responsible 
Minister or of an 
irresponsible pasha? 
Is it by caprice alone
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TO OUR BELOVED LEADERS.

_ N.w.S.P.U .

A WELCOME HOME.
===========

Hail! Leaders great in thought and deed; 
Peerless in weal and woe: 

undaunted in our hour of need; 
Aye first to strike the blow. —

Menders of Laws
For Freedom’s Cause.

with purpose high, and many a DREAM, 
Protecting, gentle, strong: 

Beyond the vain, official scheme. 
Potent to Right the Wrong, 

And break the laws 
in Freedom’s cause

Avaunt! Offended friend and foe: 
These window fragments pass:

To broken hearts and souls aglow 
“The life is more than" - Glass! 

Reform the laws 
in Freedom’s Cause.

Oh! Hear our martyrs’ bitter moan!
See torture’s cruel tear!

But tyrants at a word alone
Will — trembling - disappear.

When nobler laws
Bless Freedom’s Cause*

Back from the unequal combat now;
Wounded in battle grim:

Sweet LOVE hath crowned each suffering brow
Vengeance Ye leave with HIM - 

FOUNDER of laws
in Free dom * s C ause •



"By Faith" Ye burst yon prison bars;
And Christendom shall own,. 

That WOMAN’S SHOUT hath moved the stars. 
And reached the Heavenly Throne, - 

Moulding our laws 
in Freedom ‘s Cause.

Vampires of vice and darkness cower. 
Beneath your conquering feet; 

While petty sycophants in power 
Have beat their swift retreat:- 

For purer laws 
Win Freedom’s Cause

Rest, weary champions of the fray:
Ye Loved and Honoured-- rest!

God works with them that wend His way: 
He offers You His Best:—

Diviner laws
For Freedom’s Cause*

On! Onward yet! The barriers fall:
Behold! Your Guerdon won!

A million million voices call: 
"WELL DONE" I GREAT CHIEFS, "WELL DONE#!

MAKERS OF LAWS
In Freedom’s Cause*
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