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( . - , -) SEVASHRAMA,(181%   "I") ADVAR, I

Madras, 8.
January 3lst. 1917.

Dear Mr. Lansbury,
Many thanks to yourself and to your wife for the 

charming little card of greeting. It is indeed necessary in 
these times of disturbance to lay stress on hope.

I am fortunate to receive regularly the "Herald," for ’ 
it is the only paper which gives us any true insight into the con- 
dition of things in England. I am very glad that you are laying 
stress on the pension scandal, and also that you are showing up 
the treatment meted out to the conscientious objectors. As was to I 
be expected the military spirit, which we are supposed to be crush- I 
ing out elsewhere, is finding its way in its usual objectionable 
way into India. The people of this country are eager to offer 
their services voluntarily. They are eager to be responsible for 
the peace and safety of the land if the trained troops in the j 
country are urgently needed elsewhere, but a deaf ear is being 
turned to their offers of service, and instead the very dangerous | 
policy of arming every European is being contemplated. In other 
words, they want to introduce compulsory military service for 
Europeans in India, and I can imagine no more obvious expression ff 
a want of trust in the people which would, however, never be official| 
ly admitted. I have often written in our newspaper of the eager- 
ness of the Indian youth to have the opportunity of serving the. 
Empire as the youth of every other Nation has; there is most



SEVASHRAMA,
_ Adyar,

\ 6 1 7 . Qmadras, —* 

material available, but want of trust ever stands in the way. If 
you have the opportunity, you should press the claims of the youth 
of India to have their voluntary share in the defence of the Empire, 
and you should draw prominent attention to the very dangerous policy 
of compulsorily arming Europeans in the country and thus showing 
openly a want of trust which is at the root of India’s discontent. - 
This is all part of the fact that there are large number of Europeans 
in this country who have not the slightest voice in the decision to 
which the Viceroy comes. We often hear the cry "No taxation without 
representation. A more insistent cry at the present moment is 
"No compulsion without representation." It is at least to be said . 
for the Military Service Acts in England that the vast majority of 
of those conscripted were represented in Parliaments This cannot 
be said of Europeans in India.

I often think of you and of all the magnificent work you are
doing, and my loving wishes are ever with you.

Ever affectionately yous,



—419 36, KINGS ROAD, —
•Qure.U LEYTONSTONE, N.E.
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THE HERALDThe Nationat-Labour week,"
21 Tudor Street 
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67 ROMNEY STREET
SMITH SQUARE 

S.W.
Victoria
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Telephone : 2181 Gerrard.

Hon. Organising Director: 
E. OWEN GREENING. F.R.H.S.

hmy

Hon. Treasurer :
MURIEL, COUNTESS DE LA WARR.

0/ The Vacant Land Cultivation Society,
-.")-”..-‘".‘‘.""‘”----

14, BUCKINGHAM STREET,
Hon. Secretary :

JOHN GORMAN. STRAND, LONDON, W.C.
Superintendent and Instructor: 
GERALD W. BUTCHER.

Bankers : 
BROWN, SHIPLEY & Co., 

123, PALL MALL, S.W.















MINISTRY OF LABOUR

MONTAGU House,

Whitehall,

London, S.W

Telephone No.: 1
Victoria 8660*5 (6 links).

2nd June 1917.

Dear Miss Lansbury,

Thank you for your letter of 31st May informing 

me of the illness of Mr. George Lansbury. Please accept 

and convey to him my sympathy. I trust that he will have 

a rapid recovery and will before long be able to resume 

his seat on the National Mission Sub Committee.

Yours faithfully,

Miss W. Lansbury, 
Secretary, 

The Herald,
21, Tudor Street,

London 9

E.C.
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Telephone: Holborn 5880.

NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR ADULT SUFFRAGE
(Votes for all Men and Women) 

Hon. Secretaries (pro lem.): 
Miss K. D. Courtney. 
Mr. J. S. Middleton.

Secretary:
Miss M. M. Green.

The Council includes the following 
Members:—

(* = Executive Committee) 
Mr. W. A. Appleton.
Councillor Margaret'Ashton.
Mrs. Ayrton.

*Councillor W. Barber, J.P.
Mrs. Barton.
Mr. Arnold Bennett.

*Miss Margaret Bondfield.
Mr. H. N. Brailsford.

*Mr. Fred Bramley.
Rosalind, Countess of Carlisle.
Rev. John Clifford, D.D.
Mr. G. D. H. Cole.
Sir Francis Darwin.

*Miss M. Llewelyn Davies.
Muriel, Countess de la Warr.
Mr. Robert Donald.
Miss I. O. Ford.
Mrs. Found.

*Mr. A. G. Gardiner.
Mrs. Bruce Glasier.
Mr. G. P. Gooch.
Mr. Vernon Hartshorn.
Mr. St. George Heath.
The Right Rev. the Lord Bishop

of Hereford.
Professor C. H. Herford. 
Professor L. T. Hobhouse, 
Mr. J. A. Hobson.
Mr. Holford Knight.

*Mr. George Lansbury.
Mr. Pethick Lawrence.
Miss L. Susan Lawrence.

*Miss Mary Longman.
Mr. J. M. MacTavish.
Mr. J. J. Mallon.

*Miss Catherine Marshall.
Miss Anna Martin.

*Mr. H. W. Massingham.
The Right Hon. Sir William Mather.
Hon. Lily Montagu.
WSS-SYEVIATPANKHURST.

*Mrs. Walter Rea. /
*Miss A. Maude Royden.
Professor Michael Sadler.
Dr. Alfred Salter.
Mrs. Olive Schreiner.

*Miss Evelyn Sharp.
*Mr. Robert Smillie, J.P.
Mrs. Philip Snowden.
Mrs. Deane Streatfeild.
Mrs. Strickland.

*Mrs. H. M. Swanwick.
Dr. Barbara Tchaykovsky.
Rev. William Temple.
Councillor Ben Turner.
Dr. Jane Walker.
Mrs. E. Webb.
Dr. Ethel Williams.
Mr. Robert Williams.

*Mr. L. S. Woolf.
The Very Rev. the Dean 

of Worcester.
Mr. Robert Young.

27 CHANCERY LANE, LONDON, E.C. 
C%.

Vice-Presidents:
Mr. William Archer.
Mr. J. L. Garvin.
The Right Rev. the Lord Bishop of Lincoln.
The Rev. J. Scott Lidgett, D.D.
Miss Mary Macarthur.

Chairman: 
Mr. Henry W. Nevinson.

Hon. Treasurer: 
Mrs. Pethick Lawrence.

June 4th 1917.

Dear Mr. Lansbury,

The members of the Council were very sorry 

indeed to hear at bur meeting last Friday of your 

illness. They felt what a great loss it was not to 

have you at the meeting and that your help and advice 

would be greatly missed at the present critical time. 

I was instructed to express to you their regret at 

your illness, and their sincere wish for your speedy 

recovery.

Yours sincerely,

Honorary Secretary.

Mr. G. Lansbury.



Telephone; Museum 1429. Colours: Green, Gold and White.
Telegrams: Despard, Museum, 1429 London. Weekly Paper The Vote Id.

VOTES FOR WOMEN.

WOMEN’S FREEDOM LEAGUE
=— OBJECTS: To secure for Wommske Parliamentary Vote as it is or may be granted to men; 

to use the power thus obtained to establish equality of rights and opportunities between the sexes, and 
to promote the Social and Industrial well-being of the community.

President: Mrs. C. Despard.
Hon. Treasurer: Dr. E. Knight.
Hon. Organising Secretary: Miss Eunice Murray.*
Political and Militant Organiser : Miss C. Nina Boyle.
Secretary: Miss F. A. Underwood.
Auditor: Mrs. Ayres Purdie.
Bank: London & South Western.

OFFICES:

144 HIGH HOLBORN, 
LONDON, w.c.

.. ...... 4 th..June ,......  / 917.

Dear Mrs. Lansbury,
At the meeting of the National Executive Committee 

of the Women's Freedom League last Saturday a resolution was 
passed unanimously expressing the Committee’s deepest sym- 
pathy with Mr. Lansbury in his serious illness, and the most 
earnest wish of every one of us for his speedy recovery to 
health and strength. When Mr. Lansbury is will enough, will 
you very kindly give him this message? The Committee also 
asked me to send you their warmest sympathy in the grave 
anxiety you are experiencing through Mr. Lansbury's illness.
He is such a friend to us all that we have been most deeply 
concerned at the seriousness of his condition, and we whole— 
heartedly hope that the later news of the good progress he 
has been making will be continued, so that we shall have the 
pleasure of seeing and hearing him again before very long.

I am.
Yours very sincerely,



Telephone
Holborn 5724

Elel&K/o
16 John Street 
Bedford.Row W.C.









FROM F. W. PETHICK LAWRENCE.

87, Clement’s Inn, W.C. 2.

A, Coo” .19%
gc*20)7* 6th June, 1917. •*$** X

Dear Lansbury,

I am awfully sorry to hear that you are laid up and will 

not be well for some little time.

I rang up the "Herald" office and told them I would like 

to come and see you, but they said you were so overwhelmed with 

visitors at present that I had better leave it for a little while. 

I shall make another enquiry later on in the month.

Both my wife and I were at Leeds and enjoyed the 

Convention enormously. It was splendid to see such unanimity 

and enthusiasm. I am sending a little subscription along for 

it to the "Herald# office.

Please do not think of answering this letter.

I remain,

Yours ever,

Geo. Lansbury Esq., 
Nursing Home, 
Fitzroy House,

Fitzroy Square 
W. 1.

9
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The Plunder of the Poor

Th e proposal made by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and 
tentatively endorsed by Arthur Henderson, to tax wages, has crea

ted a good deal of discussion. Apparently this will 

for settlement whenever a Chancellor of the Exchequer,
come up

Liberal
or Tory, deems the time ripe

are told that it is necessary for every person in society
to hear his share of responsibility for the maintenance of society
This is VCYVV ell but another condition takes precedence of
th1B, and that is that society should be bound together the honds

of mutual interest RIi/1 that all theso.
such directions as

tan ce and right of every member

would secure quity and justice as the inheri

At present the masses are

6

not merely denied the elements r right of a Tull existenc
even th e meag re sub sis teno. ' they are able to secure, is relutively

more heavily taxed than the luxuries of the rich
the head of which is able to pay the super-t.x

in a more comfortable position than the seated seamstress who,
buying her tea at 1/2 a ound, pays 8d of this state.
or the bricklayer’s labourorx who is compelled to pay the Armen 
Insurance tax of 6ld a week, and 50% more for his beer, whom wife

18 obliged also to pay 8d a pound 9r the luxury o inkingtea

If the questi n of taxation is to be settled ecuitabl) some

discretion must be 
of taxing

notion hatxax±a>

used as to the sort of things to be tax The
DA incomesbecause they are large is absu:
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Either a person has a right to his income or he has not. Tr 
no has no right to it, the seno wag of dealing wit nim is to pre-, 

vent him Frombbtaining it. This can only be accom lished by 

the determination of the people th nt industry shall be orcanis.d 

in a dirre ent fashion from at present.
In the meantime however, taxes have to bo raised. e Fuce- 

ost to the workers that instond of eubmittine, withoutaPro teB : 

to thozezxtan sort of t axation at present being placed wontheir 
mnouldors, they shova demand that the whole natural resources of 
the country should be used for the paymen’ of -60 177, 
and in Fact, for the rayment of all necessary revenue.

some eay, whatever rom or government, or whatever organise- 

tion of industry there may be, re shall all re al ise much clearer, 
than at present, that the higher value of one piece of -nd °vor 

another, especially in the way of minerals, must be rutinto the 
common stock, to be used for the benefit of the whole nation. At 

this time when our men are "i hting for England, it woAAho as... 
well to omyhasizo the Fact by taking, for the benefit of all,
the natural resouroesi the coun TV*. j

Tor the present the workers will pay the wholo of the tori- 
that is quite certain. Tey will continue doing o, "S 
understand that this can be much more eanily raid by "ins" 
those thin s provided by nature for the uno of all, inatentof 
leaving thono things as now, inthe handsandunderthe control of 
few. —.
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The disaster which occurred in Sheeress Harbour a week ago, 

in which nearly 1000 livesxwere lost, is but an incident in the 
terrible warfare now being waged in Europe. The public mind 

ar 4e la nup 6) the
was shocked and dismayed for an instan twiion it first heard the 

A; but now those of us who remain at home, are going about our 

daily task sin the usual way, as though nothing un toward were hap-

pening every day.

Sir John French in another of his splendid Dispatches, dcals 

at length of the heroism and devotion to duty of the Army under 

his command, lavishing praise in a generous and unstinted "ashion 

upon officers and privates, terri to ri: 1 regiments and regulars 

alike. . -
Those of us pursue our ordinary course of life have time, in 

a sm ll way to realise what it all means. But the ominous sent- 

ences in which Sir John Trench tells us that our casualties were 

of course very heavy, conveys in a slight degree, the truth that 

the slaughter going on is of a terrible character, and that the 
900 men lost in tie Bulwark, is but a drop in the ocean, compared 

with the tens of. thousands who will cone no more either from the 

fields of Flanders or the snow clad hills and valleys of Poland.

This is war a i^rxm tracody, to re asure which is almost be- 

yond the wit of yen. So far I have only written of the actual 
ovcureed •

loss of life. But ano the " terrible factor is enterins —• One 
of the members of the Army Medical Corps, writing to the Times the 

other day, tells us that typhoid and typhus have apreared, and that 
very effective measures must he undertaken at once if these terrible 

diseases are to be arrested in their progress, not only through the 



Army but throughout the civil population of Belgium. To understand 

what this means it is acessary to be on the spot, dealing with it 
at close quarters. 

In addition to these evils of actual warfare, there remains 

the burden of weariness, and the heartsick hope deferre
W omll en,

known t

relations and friends of the men in the 

iffering is not to be deplored in itself, for it is well 
t without the discipline occasioned by sorrow, humanit

would be but a poor thing indeed At the cane time how

overwhelming mass of suffering which comes to but a part of the 
community is something which calls to all of us for sympathy and 

comfo r t •
We can admire, as indeed we all do, the splendid spirit which 

animates themen bo th in the North Sea and on the Continent. We 

can admire the stoical fortitude of the tens of thousands of women 

at home, and in a small way we can all, share in that. The best 

way in which ve can do this is by giving to h • soldier’s wire, 
to his parents and his children, that friendly sympathy which only 

comes when people rally suffer together. We can share their 

sorrows and their hopes, by taking advantae Of every opr ortunity. 
to be with them and to say the right thing and perform the richt 

deed, in the best possible spirit.
The silly talk conce ring the supposed drunkenness of the 

wiv s of soldiers can best be dissipated by our taking good care 

that so far as it • humanly roseible, no dependent of a soldier 
or sailor shall be left without a friend.
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On the material side of things.

worees

Parliament has da adjourned

leaving unsettled, and in confusion. the question of pay and pen

sions for the Army and Navy In a leisurely way Mr Lloyd George 

and his Committee are proceeding to investigatethe subject, which 
needs no investigation, the settlement of which is being left to 

a committee of people, man among whom is no single one actually 

conversant
It 18

with the conditions to be dealt with.
to be su posed that the nation would desire to do the

best possible for the dependents of those of whom Sir John French

speaks in such glowing terms.
feeling r rom being put into practical 
ing economists who manage our affairs 
ceive each year salaries ranging from

men who are preventing this

effect are those cheesepar-
Those men claim and Te-

$400 to £6,000. They, talk

glibly of the sacrifices of patriotism, bid the toilers join the 
colours, impose upon others the burden oftaxation, but for then- 

selves are content to dra- their salaries and at the same time

haggle as to whether the wives of 
for bar maintenance or 10/-.

soldiers shall receive 7/6 a week
is to the eternal shame and

disgrace of the British Parliament that in this time of crisis.

when the very existence of the nation is at stake, it should have
closed its doors, gone on holiday and left this question insettled

Surely the great Labour Movement which has held its Confer-, 

ences , its great demonstrations, passed its resolutions, will not

weary in well doing, but will continue to end its imperative de-

mand for every dependent of a man who loses his life during the

present war, shall be P at

than £1 a week for adults and

a standard of comfort not less 

for childran.Cowpled" 1 th



this must be the further demand that "dependents" shall include 

• fathers and mo thers, widows and orphans, and unmarried mothers. 
This demand is small enough in all conscience.In addition 

a contract must be given by those in authority that those men who 

return disabled shall be provided for, and those whoreturn able- 
A

bodied for whom the labour market has no room.
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Xr. George Lansbury,
16, Fitzroy Square, 

- v,0.

Dear George,

I am afraid I gave you the wrong. Regiment yesterday 

of Bert 8 yesterday. His correct desitnation is as follows :- 

Lee/Cpl. H. ". Sewell,
39844. B. Co., 

25th, Middlesex Regiment,
- ord KONG.‘/.

I hope you were not disturbed by the awful Raid yester- 

day. 1 am thankful to say that as far as 1 nan gather none of our 

friends suffered. <29

"ith all Good Wishes.

Yours sincerely.






