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the British Section, with power to scnd o substitute when she
is mnable to attend nectings. It woas agrecd that the British
Carpaign should be cnnounced et the nccting on ScpterborsQth,
ot which Miss Dotzer will be speaking.

With regard to finance, each country would be responsiblec
for cxpecnditurc within its own country, and would also be ask-
ed to help with the contral fund. It was suggested that cach
Scetion should appoint a Treasurcr for this purpose to corrcs-
pond with the Intcrnational Financc Cormiticc.

Miss Harrison suggestcd that Miss Wellborn night gct
into touch immediatcly with Miss Muricl Lester who is at pro-
sent in Chine, and will be going to Hapan and India within the
noxt few rnionths.

91l. ABYSSINIA. Formal acknowledgnents from the Governmnent for
the Reosolution passcd at the last Cormiittec were reported.

It was rcported that this resolution had not been cormwuni-
ceted to the League of Nations Union,

The Chairnon reported that at the suggestion of onc of our
riecribers, the following cable had becen sent to the Erpress of
Abyssinia in rcsponse to an appeal from her in the "Daily
Mdrror! of July 23rd:-

"Her imperial Ma jesty Empress Ouizero Menen, Addis Abeba.
British Section of Women's International League for

Peace and Freedom responds to appeal of Empress Menen with
warm sympathy Stop It supports all efforts for peace-

ful settlement of present dispute and earnestly hopes

war may be averted by measures consistent with peace ond
freedom in Abyssinia.™

This had been communicated to the "Daily Mirror" who printed it

on July 27th, Geneva 0ffice had also been informed of the ac-
tion token. Mrs. Payne now wrote asking us to approach other

women's orgomisations with o view to getting support for this
cable. It was AGREED that the action of the Officers be endorsed,
ond that 12 to 20 organisations be approached as suggested.

A letter forwarded by Dr. Royden from Brigadier-Genercl
Crozier, asking %he W.I.L. to suggest that the Abyssinians
should thke the line of passive resistance. AGREED to scnd a
letter to Dr. Royden saying that the Committecc was in agrce-
ment that pecaccful passive resistance was the right answer to
threats of aggression, but it did not feel it suitable to urge
such action on the Abyssinian Government at the present time.

Miss Marshall rcported on her investigations re the
Suez Coanal ond stated that cccording to the Convention of 1888
It mist be kept open at oll times, in times of war as in times
of pcnoe, to vessels of war as well as to merchant ships of all
nationalitics, and the only method of closing it was o block@de,
which would mcan thce use of Battleships and Aecroplanes. No
action was token in this matter.

4 lctter from Miss Harrison was reported in which she
suggested that the possibility of on unofficial group of pcople
should go out to Abyssinia fm investigate. Mr. Trevelyan and
Lord Noel Buxton were suggested as possible persons. It wcs
also suggestcd that Dr. Roydents Pcace Army or "Dick" Sheppard's
orgonisation might be able to undertake such work as this, It
was left to Miss Horrison to moke tentative inquiries on this
mattor. :




matter,
Miss Shccpshanks was asked to writc a letter to the

"Daily Mirror® on the Abyssinian situction.

92, AIR DISARMIMENT. Reported that Mr. Herbert Morrison had
been askecd to rcccive o Deputation to talk over the Air Raid
Precaution Circular, but had not scen his way to acecpt tho
Deputation, In view of thc information rcceived, and be-
cousc Mr, Morrison has clearly defined his position, it was
LGREED not to pursuc this matter further.

Dr. Clark and lMiss Pyc both submittcd draft Statcments
on the .4iir Raid Precaution Circular, and after much discussion
Dr. Clark and Miss Pye werc asked to compound their Stotoments,
bearing in mind that the Committec did not consider that to
ask for withdrawal would be cffective, but informing the Gov-
croment that many of our members would not co-operatc in any
way with such scrvices and propagandc, It was LGREED that
this Statement should be sent to the Government, thc Press
and the National Pcace Council.

Lt o spccilal meceting called by the National Peace Coun-
cil of intcrested organisations the following points were
recormended to the Exccutive of the Peace Council, and adopted
by it:-~

(L) That the Council should issuc at the earlicst nonentd,
a comprchensive statement of the case against the Government's
proposals (including a reaffirnation of the need for air dis-
armament as the right alternative), and should sccurc for it
the widest distribution through the Prcss, sending it to loecal
Luthoritics amd to all the appropricte organisations.

(8) That the Council should consider the possibility of
setting up o public inquiry to hcar tcchnical and scicntific
cvidcnec as to the efficacy or otherwisc of the mcasurcs Pro=-
posed by the Governrent.

(3) That the Council should ask for o stotement as to theoir
official attitude from the Nationol Exceutive of the Lobour
Party and the Gemerol Council of the Trades Union Congross.

93. FINLNCE. The attached approximate statement of accounts
for July was adopted. It was AGREED that Lady Unwin should
draft an appeal letter to be sent out either at the énd of
September or the beginning of October stating what work the
Wel.L. was undertoking during the Winter and giving sugges-
tions for money raising efforts. Miss Marshall promiscd to
help with suggestions.

94, WOMEN'S LDVISORY COUNCIL. Miss Shecpshanks and Dr. Clark
reported on the meeting with Miss Graves on July 26th, the
British Woman dclegate to the League ..sscmbly for 1935,

95. INDIL. Miss Harrison reported thot she had consulted
with Mrs, Lankester and they had cgrced not to send a letter
to the Secretary of Stote for India re the Quetta Ecrthquake.

The India Bill has now gone back to the Housc of Cormons
and will be an Lct of Parliament beforc the end of this week.
Meantime, the Congress and the Wonen's Movenent in India are
deciding what attitude they will tokce to the Lct.

It wos rcported that the daughter of tho Scerctary of the
L1l Indic Women's Movenient in Indio was visiting this country
in August, and a mecting would be held for her if possiblc in
the Office. Miss Pyc kindly suggested that it nmight be held
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(2) the "“"at Home" at 44 Upper Park Road on August l4th.
when Mrs. Ray, Hon Social Secxketary of All India Women's
Conference, described her impressions of a World Tour
through Japan, China and America, and explained further the
views as expressed in the Statement referred to above.

Mrs., Ray also spoke with great appreciation of the work of the
Liaison Group in India, and she explained the reasons which
had made the 4.I.W.C. express their objeotions toc the Govern-
ment of India so strongly in the Statement. Mrs, Ray and
Mrs. Lankester had had an interview with Sir Archibald Carter
at the India Ofifice with regard to the Statement, but he had
held out no hopes that the system of separate electorates

for the women's s&éats could be altered before the first
election, a point about which the Indian women feel most
strongly and on which the guestion of their co-operation

may depend. It might be advisable to get a Statement from the
Government to g question asked in the House when it meets
with regard to their own willingness to accede to a request
for joint electorates for women,;

(3) A letter from the Rajkumari Amrit Kaur on the same
subject.

(4) an invitation to attend this year's All India
Women's Conference had been sent to Mrs. Pethick Lawrence,
Miss Harrison and Mrs, Lankester, but nomie of them was able
to accept it. 4 suggestion had been sent that Miss Marjory
Fry might be a useful person to go, and also Miss Dalsy
Solomon, who would be prepared to go to India on her way back
from South Africa. It is probable that Miss Muriel Lester
will be there. UMrs. Margaret Sanger, and Mdlle Colin from
Geneva, had also been invited to Indis;

Miss Harrison reported that Mr. Chakravarty had cone
back fror "-rmany bringing grave news of the condition of
Mrs. Jawaharlsl-Nehru. Miss Harrison had immediately
approacheua the India Office with a view to getting the
release of her husband as she said the consequences would
be very grave if she were to die. It would be a great
gesture from this country if he were released, Miss
Harrison said that the British attitude had aroused great
indignation in Germany. ‘

112, BUaL RIGHT TREATY. Reported an gppeal for funds from
Miss Doty to carry on the work of the Women's Consultative
Commi ttee on Nationality. It was felt that a conrtribution
could not be made as the Committee was ddvided on the subject
of the Fqual Rights Treaty and the Equal Nationality Treaty,
but it was agreed that Miss McGachei of the Information
Section of the League of Nations should be asked if she

would explain the position and put the objective view before
a meeting, to be arranged in the Autumn.

113. CORRESPCNDENCE. Reported a letter from Mrs. Payne, a
wW.I.L. member containing suggestions for action re a Manifesto
to be sent to Geneva on September 4th, and to Mussolini
urging Women's insistence that the Italo-Abyssinian dispute
should be settled logically at Geneva. She recommended

such a Manifesto should be signed by representative .women

of every country - in this country by Gueen Mary if her
slgnature could be cbtained.

Agreed that this could not be undertaken, but that
Vrs. Payne should be informed of action the W.I.L. had
already taken.




















































It was reported that on October 28th. the Liaison
Committee of Women's International Organisations had adopted
a resolution suggesting "that the women's international
organisations should recommend to their national groups
that they confer with other mational associations, and
jointly prepare a Memorandum on the Status of Wonen in their
country for submission to the Government; the same to
include any proposals they may wish to make To secure equal
status of men and women in their laws and customs.”

Agreed to inform W.I.L.P.F. Headquarters that this
resolution had been tbrought to our notice ahd that we were
prepared to co~operate in a careful exanination of all sides
of the problen. Decided that the Report of the First
Cormittee to the sssermbly should be sent to members of the
Ixecutive,

134, FINANCE Miss Chick presented the attached Statement of
Accounts which was adopted. Ag a result of the appeal we

nad received about £200 from roughly 180 members, while the
cost of issuing the appeal was £4. 2. O, Several of the
Branches hope to send contributions before the end of the year.

135 INTSRNATION.L HOUSLE. Reported a balance in hand at the
beginning of the year of £509. 2. 8. and when the W.I.L. has
paid its rent there will be a balance of £507. 1.11. Next
gquarter the balance will be down as the temants who left in
September had paid their rent in advance.

The prcmises are still vacant, but a number of people
had been to sece then during the last fortnight. One definite
offer had been made through Alaway and Partners to rent the
Maisonette at £150. per annum on a yearly tenancy. The
suggestion was made that the rent should be higher for the
first year, the W.I.L. doing decorations. Miss Chick agreed
to call on the hgents at once with a view to negotiating and
taking up references. Later in the afternoon, Miss Chick
reported that, subject to the references being satisfactory,
she had nade a tentative offer to accept the tenants at a
rental of £150 per annun, the W.I.L. putting up a partition
to make the raisonette self-contained, and the tenant to be
responsible for the decorations of the rooms, such decorations
to be approved by the W.I.L. The Executive endorsed this
offer and the Agents were asked to put the matter in hand, the
tenant having expressed his acceptance of the proposal by
telephone while Miss Chick was with the agent.

1%6, ITALO aBYSSINIAN DISEUTE., It was agreed that for the time
being nothing further could be done, The Officers would oon-
tinue to watch the situation and take action if advisable.

Rcported a telephone message from Lady Gladstons that
an anonymous donor was giving an aeroplane to the Ethioplan
worien in response to their appeal to the Women's International
League. The Women's 4dvisory Council of the Leaguc of Nations
Union were interesting themselves in the matter.

137, WOMEN'S »DVISORY COUNCIL, LEAGUE OF NAITONS UNION. Dr.
Clark reported that on behalf of the W.I.L. she had moved an
amendrent to a resolution on the Italo-Bbyssinian Dispute at
the meeting of the Women's Advisory Council on 23rd.October.
She had proposed that the words "The whole force of the Lcague
should be used to stop the war" be deleted and the following
substituted:
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