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THE NEW BAPTIST CHURCH AT EARLSFIELD.

(Opened, by Dr. Maclaven, on Tuesday last.)
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DR. McLAREN ON ‘CHRISTIAN HOPE’ ! ‘ é//z AL C. N / ﬁ ; > ) / — e i
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BAPTIST EXTENSION AT EARLSFIELD. > |

Chrotion Y ibl—  Irayy7- /09 | P (S & : s e / '
TrEnew Baptist chapel at Earlsfield, erected | - =t v ‘4%"‘ /z; ‘ lrz€ <Zcrwe 7y %‘- W el ré/ ar |

by the London Baptist Association, and opened V7
onTuesday by Dr.Alexander McLaren, is another L 2
o

-~ d ;Z o5 A

P, A ¢ o - 5

of the BExtension movements by which the P ? 4] Oc . %4474 ‘,Z P LA (,L.Q__Q < ,{A , 15 18 :

Baptist denomination is endeavouring to keep ( /W"&é 2 oe(
pace with the growth ﬁf the outer suburbs of 2 / > £

London. Harlsfield lies between Clapham- £‘7 sl t o , B "’? _
junction and Wimbledon. The population has { ¥ M % «
sprung up rapidly, and building operations are

still in progress on a large scale.  The church
is a substantial brick building in the Gothic style,
standing close to Karlsfield Station. The
cost,h including  the . Sitt}f’ ] WéﬁChB was o o -

bought some years ago by the London Baptist ; 7 2l ¥ 2, i
Association, has been about £5,500, of which e ) = MW (2 M?WC( ‘ ﬁ/ t&‘/
£3,000 had been paid before the opening day. 5 4 s

The aocomgmdation is for 6D00. 'Il‘ha building f”/ /% /, . ;‘Q W g »}:«/ﬂ e

was crowded on Tuesday. Dr. McLaren con- 47 *’—W ' MWW o1 % ::: ﬁ :

ducted the entire service himself. He looked e )
in good healthi]mi]d his voice rang full and true, ‘ y y

His sermon, which was on the object, duty and 7 < Sl ; % , ;
culture of Christian hope, was thoroughly S § M < é‘ﬁw L4Le ﬂ«v”w -7‘:"(" > PP & ,/{%é

characteristic of the Manchester preacher. 1t %

— |

believe it is not usually considered a popular E

Nature, science, poetry, art and experience.

clog imagination with a physical theory of gl | Lo /”’7::61'“ /’}(—Lé ° fﬁ@f’ /% WM # " :
another life, he alluded to the fully artistic and ,/% 4 / /;/z - A A (Ll
do mot do &s much to stimulate their ' = ’ M e e~y co ted |
thought, or to enable them to body out / w’ 3‘
paint,’ he added, ‘the more you will see.’ L‘/“7
tale told by an idiot—full of sound and fury, |

kind of thing’—and it was illuminated by a L // 4

There were some personal touches, as when, in

highly-coloured pictures put nowadays into

the scenes, as the rude and wretched old things

“ When we strike out hope, life becomes as “‘a ; . 5‘1’ / > ’

signifying nothing.”” ' He pleaded for the ﬁ//f o A S ’(é Mk’u ff—f /’%4_ /@W féﬂ W |

was expository—‘ I make no apology,’ he said, : 7 > / ; 7 ’
‘for preaching an expository sermon, f;lthough I - : //wnél«;/ SRt éém %C—( ﬂ«i QW
geries of ‘deft and delicate illustrations from ~7 pZ S ) Yz 4 /@4 ; . - 4
protesting against the modern tendency to

(%
the hands of children, and remarked that they (/ % ) &’/{ﬁ =

VA /

we had when I was a child. ‘8o the less yom 7»«’0'1"“7/‘"% W e ey M@%Wf 3 \/fz,‘, m e
cultivation of the Christian emotions. ‘ In these

gﬁf’tWhen you are &onstantly c%.llegh apon for ‘ % S? / L / o

istian service, suffer oue poor brother to put ‘ iz 2l MWVQ - >y T N
in a word for ’ Christian feeling, Christli)a.n | ; . % W’é M O 7 !
chatr}?ctéo;rtan% Ct}};: trlealisati}gnf of Christian — ; 2 . : [

truths first, an istian workafterwards.” ‘It ALl AE A2yt i

is somethixfg to have & hope which is as certain - <& "U( Tt e /L Tt {W 7 - AL AN
as, aye, more certain than, memory, and to have Z
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DR. McLAREN ON ¢CHRISTIAN HOPE’

BAPTIST EXTENSION AT EARLSFIELD.
vwoblt—  9nay ;- /1609
TaEnew Baptist chapel at Barlsfield, erected
by the London Baptist Association, and opened
onTuesday by Dr.Alexander McLaren, is another
of the Extension movements by which the
Baptist denomination is endeavouring to keep
ace with the growth of the outer suburbs of
ondon. Earlsfield lies between Clapham-
junction and Wimbledon. The population has
sprung up rapidly, and building operations are
still in progress on a large scale. ~The church
is a substantial brick building in the Gothic style,
standing close to Earlsfield Station. The
cost, including the site, which was
bought some years ago by the London Baptist
Association, has been about £5,500, of which
£3,000 had been paid before the opening day.
The accommodation is for 600. The building
was crowded on Tuesday. Dr. McLaren con-
ducted the entire service himself. He looked
in good health, and his voice rang full and true,
His sermon, which was on the object, duty and
culture of Christian hope, was thoroughly
characteristic of the Manchester preacher. 1t
was expository—‘ I make no apology,’ he said,
‘for preaching an expository sermon, although 1
believe it is not usually considered a popular
kind of thing’—and it was illuminated by a
geries of ‘deft and delicate illustrations from
Nature, science, poetry, art and experience.
There were some personal touches, as when, in
protesting against the modern tendency to
clog imagination with a physical theory of
another life, he alluded to the fully artistic and
highly-coloured piotures put nowadays into
the hands of children, and remarked that they
do not do &3 much to stimunlate their
thought, or to enable them to body out
the scenes, as the rude and wretched old things
we had when I was a child. °So the less yom
paint,” he added, ‘the more you will see.
‘ When we strike out hope, life becomes as “‘a
tale told by an idiot—full of sound and fury,
signifying nothing.””’ He pleaded for the
cultivation of the Christian emotions. * In these
days, when you are constantly called upon for
Christian service, suffer one poor brother to put
in a word for Christian feeling, Christian
character and the realisation of Christian
truths first, and Christian workafterwards.” ‘It
is something to have a hope which is as certain
as, aye, more certain than, memory, and to have
a future which is as unchaungeable as the calm
and determined past, and youcan get that if you
take the assurance of Jesm: Christ, in His words
and in His person, that where He is there will
algo Hisservant be.”  Don’y,” said Dr. McLaren,
as he olosed his sermon, ‘ degrade and imprison
your faculty of hope, making it a blind Samson,
with its eyes put out, grinding in the prison-
house, but see that you train it and nurture it
within the veil, and so grasp the inheritance
incorruptible and undefiled and that fadeth not
away.. The sermon will appear in next week’s
Christian World Pulpit,

After the service luncheon was served in the
temporary iron building in which the services |
have up to now been conducted, and which is

shortly to be moved to Hither-green for the new |
church there. Mr. W. Vinson presided over a
large company, and Rev, E. Henderson, during |
whose year of presidency of the London Baptist
Association the erection of the new building |
was undertaken, made a statement indicating |
the steady progress which the church is making |
under the pastorate of Rev. A. J. Payne. The
church membership is about 100, the evening
congregations are large, the Sunday-school has
between 200 and 250 scholars and everything is
Jll going suceessfull&.[ In thanking Dr. McLaren
for his service, Mr. Henderson caused some
merriment by & naive confession of his indebted-
ness to the preacher. ‘I often,” he said,  take
one of the Doctor’s sermons, boil it down, and

preach 1{ v
Later ig ?ﬁa’m’ to the benefit of my people.’

e afternoon Rev. Willi
gzgatilﬁeczha second sermon in the new %glﬂd?nuf
T HEP% évening a public meeting was held.
TR Of» lERT MARNHAM presided, and a
b ocal mmlstegs addressed the meet-
d&y, s szss very enthusiastic. During the
S raised by the collections and
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PUFPNEY DISTRICT COUNCII

EVANGELICAL. FREE CHURCHES, A New Year's Greeling -« -«

INCLUDING

Putney, Barnes, Mortlake & Roehampton.

DEeArR FrIEND,
If you do not already attend a place of worship, we

earnestly invite you to attend the Sunday Services of one or other
of the Free Churches. A great blessing is promised in the Word
of God to those who unite with others in prayer and praise.
Thousands owe the peace of their homes and the happiness of
their lives to the good they have received in the [House of God.
You owe it to the present and eternal welfare of yourself and

family to share in the worship of the people of God.

We would remind you of the great services the Free Churches

have rendered to the people by their love of liberty, their trust in
the Spirit of God, their simple services, and their earnest Gospel
preaching. You will find our services bright and helpful, and you

will receive a hearty welcome.

Allow us, therefore, for your soul’s sake, and for the sake of

all that are dear to you, to urge you to attend the House of God,

and may its ministry and worship be a blessing to you.
THE GOOD SHEPHERD.

We are, Fesiris:
Yours faithfully, The PUTNEY DISTRICT Evangelical
F. BARON, s L IDORIE, FREE CHURCH COUNCIL. ...t
W.'S: HACKETT, ALEX. ROGER,
€. HEHOMERS A. NORMAN ROWLAND,
DONALD MAGHESQN, . C SEUART,
S. HAMILL WILKINSON.




What do the Evangelical Free Churches Believe and Teach ?

1. That the Holy Scriptures are a supreme and sufficient
guide of faith and conduct.

2. The faith in Jesus Christ as Saviour and Lord is the sole
condition of salvation, and not penances, rites, or the absolution of
priests.

3. That Jesus Christ is the only Head of His Church.

4. That the Church of Christ consists of all believers, each
of whom should strive to bring in those that are without.

5. That the Lord’s Supper is a rite of commemoration of
the atoning death of Christ, and that Jesus Christ is present
spiritually in the hearts of believers who feed on him by faith.

6. That true blessedness and well-being come only through
union with Christ, and that His salvation is free for everyone who

seeks it in faith.

7. That the Spirit of God is not limited to any sect or cless,
but dwells in all Charches that hold the Head, and blesses all
who meet together in the name of Christ.

8. That the progress of the Kingdom of God will bring not
only blessing to souls, Lut health to the body, the sweetening of
home life, the cleansing of society, the rescue of the submerged,
the knitting together of all classes in mutual brotherhood and
service as children of One Common Father.

The Evangelical Free Churches, Federated in this District, are the
Baptist, Congregational, Methodist, and Preshyterian Churches.




PUTNEY DI

EVANGELICAL

PUTNEY, S.W,, “LOVEST THOU ME?”
Christmas, 1899.

Putney, Barnes, Dear Friend,

We take this opportunity, if you do not already attend AILMANACK FOR ]900
a place of worship, earnestly and cordially, to invite you to JANUARY. Y SEPTEMBER.

DEAR FRIEND, attend the Services of one of our Free Churches. God has ' S 714 21 2818 S0 S SR INIO23E00)

M |1 815 22 29| M 4 21 23| M |—3 10 17 24 ...
promised a great blessing to those who wunite with others in Tul2 9 1623 30/ M 8 15 2 T — A IS5
2L 31 | W12 ¢ 5k W [-512 19 26 ...
prayer and praise; and thousands owe the peace of their homes, | Th| - Sa2h B 24 81 IThi= 61320 27 ...

I 9526 A 8§25 ...|F |—7142128...
of the Free Churches. A and the happiness of their lives to the benefits they have received SlE e 2 S e 2 S | s TS 2200
j FEBRUARY. s OCTOBER.

S TS 28
M 815822299
Tual2 9 16 23 30
W3 10 17 24 31

281 Th 1R S22
Ml ]

1

If you do not

earnestly invite you to atter

of God to those who uni in the sanctuary. Your spiritual welfare depends upon your share
Thousands owe the peace in the worship of God.

their lives to the good the ‘

! We would remind you of the great services the Free
You owe it to the present I 919 96
s 16039097 .

NOVEMBER.
411 18 2518 8 1520 20/ [S (= 4T {1 1S 95

I 5 12 19 M |2 9 16 23 30| M 512 19 26

have rendered to the people await you. T 513 20 27Tl : 7 24 31| Tu 3 20 27
5)

;

Churches have rendered to the people, by their love of liberty

family to share in the worsh
} and their earnest Gospel preaching. We believe you will find

We would remind you

the services bright and helpful; and a hearty welcome will

“LEARN OF ME”
« IN NOH.L AOTIOA»

the Spirit of God, their sin T 5 22 29| Th|5 12 19 26 ... T 55 55
- " ; Allow us, therefore, for the sake of your eternal welfare, | 712 916 23°30|F |61320 27 ...|F |2 ¢ 30
preaching. You will find o o o4 31 191 2 ShlShn o
to urge you to make your spiritual home in the House of God; -

DECEMBER.

1S -2 916 23 30
M |-31017 24 3
3| Tu|-4 11 18 25 ...
Wi-51219 26 ...
Thi—6 1320127 ...
R=7 1421 281...

s 18152299 ...

will receive a hearty welcom

<

and we pray that its ministry and worship may be a blessing

Allow us, therefore, fc ol ot

U= W1

all that are dear to you, ta
Yot We are, dear Friend,

and may its ministry and wc

e S
19 DY 1D 1D bO by —

D= 0 LY —
c e 1O B

=3

Yours faithfully,

We ar
STEPHEN TODD, President.

Y|
CEEFBARRETE : 3
F. BARON, Hon. Treasurer « ABIDE IN ME.”

F. W. PARKER, Hon. Secretary.
W. S. HACKE]
C. H. HOMER
DONALD MA~
S. HAMILL WILKINSON.




PUTNEY DI

[c1IST OF GHURGHES,

BEVANGELICAL

2 PUTNEY. ¢

Baptist Church, Werter Road.
Putney’ Barnes’ Minister - Rev. S. HAMiLL WILKINSON.

Services: Sunday, 11 a.m. & 6.30 p.m. Wednesday, 8 p.m.

Conarcaational Church, Oxford Road.

a pla Minister: Rev. A. NORMAN RowLAND, M.A.
Services:  Sunday, 1T am. & 7 p.m. Wednesday, 8 p.m.

DEAR FRIEND,
attenc

Presbyterian Church of €ngland, Briar Walk.
REOIL Minister: Rev. DONALD MATHESON, M.A.
praye Serwvices :  Sunday, 11 am. & 7 p.m. Thursday, 8.30 p.m.

of the Free Churches. A and t Union Church, Upper Richmond Road.
Minister: Rev. R. A. RebrorD, M.A., L1..B.
Services: Sunday, Il a.m. & 7 p.m. Wednesday, 8 p.m.

If you do not

earnestly invite you to atter

of God to those who un] S 9o

Thousands owe the peace :
P il Weslevan Church. Upper Richmond Road.

their lives to the gOOd the Ministers: Rev. J. FL.ew and Rev. F. B. CowL.
You owe it to the present Services :  Sunday, 11 a.m. & 6.30 p.m. Wednesday, 7.30p.n

: 4 Churc S . .
family to share in the worsh Mission bBall, Sefton Strect.
and t! Service:  Sunday, 7 p.m.

We would ind y
uld remind you the st -t BARNES. .

have rendered to the people :
peol et Baptist Church, Stanton Road.

the Spirit of God, their sin Minister . Rev. CHAS. H. HOMER.
preachmg. You will find o Services :  Sunday, 1T am. & 6.30 p m. Wednesday, 8 p.m.

Weslevan Church, White bart L£ane.

will receive a hearty welcon
Minister: Rev. RALPH M. SPOOR.

Allow us, therefore, fc Services :  Sunday, 11 am. & 6.30 p.m. Thursday, 7.30 p.m.
all that are dear to you, tc st MORTLAKE. &

and may its ministry and wc ‘
y y Conarcaational Church, Sheen Vale,

We ar Services: Sunday, 1T am. & 6.30 p.m. Wednesday, 7.30 p.m.
Y 2 ROEHAMPTON. %
F. BARON, ission ball, Medficld Strect.
| Services : Sunday, 6.30 p.m. Wednesday, 8 p.m.
W. S; HACKE s
C. HAHOMER
DONALD MA"

S. HAMILL WILKINSON.
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The Cast Rill Hayptist Chuech Magazine,

Edited by Rev. W. TOWNSEND.

Noy 6y Mot IV: JUNE,; 190o0.

[PricE ONE PENNY.

SERVICES.

SUNDAY.
Morning, 11. Evening, 6.30.
Sunday School :

Morning, 9.45. Afternoon, 2.4s,
at Technical Institute.

Bible Classes :
Young Men’s, Young Women’s, 3
Prayer Meetings 10.30 a.m., 6 p.m.

MONDAY.
Mothers’ Meeting— Afternoon, 3.
Prayer Meeting—Evening, 7.30.

TUESDAY.
Band of Hope—7.
Slate Club—8.

For Men and Women

WEDNESDAY.
Women’s Prayer Meeting :
Eveifing, 6.30.

Public Worship—Evening, 7.30
Christian Endeavour—S3.3o.
Choir Practice—8.3o0.

THURSDAY.
Young Women’s Class—7.
Mutual Improvement Society—8

SATURDAY.
Prayer Meeting—S.

will be Siven to Strangers attending any of the above Services,
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COLLEGE PARK CYCLE WORKS
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| COLLEGE PARK CY dhe Hing's IAessenger,

}Go g . EH.RWAKER,‘ The East Hill Baptist Church Magazine.

22 CRIEFF ROAD, ! (Rev. W. TOWNSEND, Pastor.)
L O R MAKBR & AGRINT ' RS R 0 T i,
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[PricE ONE PENNY.

CYCLES REPAIRED, STORED, CLEANED AND LET ON HIRE.
LADIES AND GENTLEMEN TAUGHT TO RIDE.

SUNDAY, 24th, 7.30 a.m.—Midsummer Morning Service for Young Men and Maidens.

Works—DORLCOTE ROAD, TRINITY ROAD.
Subject : ‘“The Sunshine of Life.”

MR. H. B. CARTER, A.RC.O., AR
Teacher of the ORGAN, PIANO, VIOLONCELLO, HARMONY, Ete. il S AR el o P;I}i}?:tg?l%o\gizllisﬂilftlecgsi :rllltlg]% -

PUPILS VISITED OR RECEIVED. Chureh Notes ) I S by Him. Have you grasped Him, accepted

Are You Saved? .. i 55 . : Him as your Saviour? You feel that you are
The Legend of ““J]:“tl“ “t“z Bl a sinner, and estranged from God ; you realise,
Ill]itllg\ltlf‘})ﬁll ?]ré%’m e e moreover, your need of a Saviour; you acknow-

) A .o .
Ploas: Bemombor. o ledge th'e fact that nothing you have done, or
can do, is able to save you: but have you taken

SPECIAL SERVICE FOR JUNE.

CE G 2 N S

FOR TERMS, ETC. APPLY— '
9, St. Nicholas Road, Upper ooting.
For the Children — chu Ward Beecher’s
Childhogd:™ ~ F4. Lo el B Ll : Jesus as your Saviour ; have you exclaimed, “My
i 54 Saviour, my Substitute!” The mere head know-
ledge of Him being a Saviour is no use, unless
you make Him your own personal Saviour.
This is the One, then, whom I rejoice at the
very commencement of my ministry here to be
able to tell you about—of an immutable, un-
changeable Jesus; and I ask your prayers on
my behalf that God will enable me in this
AIERE is, my fnends, the centre round sphere faithfully to preach His Gospel—to preach

The Refiner .. 2 £ o5
Mrs. Baeyertz
= , A Japanse Mother and HeL Son

Never to Busy to Pray
“ My Father is Respectable !
Stuck Fast in a Rut

L neral cand » Faney » Draper.
MANTLES, MILLINERY, DRESSMAKING.

MILLINERY.—Order executed at the shortest notice by an

SPECIALITIES !

. experlenced and clever artiste.

DRESSMAKING.—This Department has been greatly extended
and is now under the management of a competent and experienced

“ Modiste.”

ESTIMATES AND PATTERNS FRERE.
=¥ Mourning and Wedding Orders receive Special Attention.

. Ladies’ and Children’s Outfitter.
. 7&8, BANK BUILDINGS, HIGH ST., WANDSWORTH.

o

which all things revolve. Here is the Jesus Christ and Him crucified—to lift up Jesus

great magnet of attraction, the great
foundation on which all else rests—Jesus.

This is the One of whom I wish to speak to
you. I would not come and tell of man alone ;
I would not come and speak of the mutablllty
of the human, unless I could tell you of the
1mmutab111ty of the God-man—Christ Jesus.
This is He whose birth into our world as
a babe we commemorated at Christmas-tide ;
it is He who increased in wisdom and staturc
and in favour with God and man ; it is He who
lived a life of hardship and trial ; it is He who
suffered the cruel treatment from the hands of
His enemies ; it is He who submitted Himself
to become the great Sin-bearer. I rejoice then,
my friends, to be able to come with these words
to-day, and tell you of Jesus: for that name
alone is sufficient; it signifies a Saviour—a
Saviour for you—your Saviour, if you will only

very high, so that all may see Him, believe in
Him, and be drawn to Him, according to His
own words: “I, if 1 be lifted up from the
earth, will draw all men unto Me.”

And what is affirmed of Him? That He is
the same ““yesterday, and to-day, and for ever.”
What He was in the yesterday of the eternal
past, when dwelling in the bosom of the Father,
He continued at the time of His incarnation ;
when still as God in very deed He dwelt with
men on the earth, and He shall continue to be
for ever.

And I would say He is the same Guardian.
He who has shielded you in the past, He who
has protected you when some danger seemed
imminent ; He who has protected you by night,
so that no evil has come nigh your dwelling, and
been about you by day, in'your going out and in
your coming in; He who at this very moment
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is so mercifully watching over you, so ‘that no
harm happens to you,—He will guard you in the
future, He will defend you, He will encamp
round about you, He will place under you those
everlasting arms, He will give His angels charge
over you, to bear thee up, lest thou dash thy foot
against a stone.

Jesus Christ is also the same Guide. How have
you arrived at the stage at which you are
this day? Is it by your own unerring walk ? Is
it by your own perfect vision? Nay, my friends,
left to yourself, to your own tottering steps and
your imperfect vision, you would have stumbled
and fell long since.

Has some human friend been taking you by
the hand, who did not know the road any better
than you did yourself? “If the blind lead the
blind, shall they not both fall into the ditch ?”
No human guide has been yours. No erring
pilot has steered you hitherto : but whether you
have realised it or not, Jesus Himself has been
your Guide; He has led you ever safely, although
by a way that you knew not, and brought you
here to-day to hear His word. And will He
leave you now? will He forsake you at this crisis?
will He quit you and let you wander on and on,
until you entirely lose sight of your Father’s
house? Nay, listen, “I will guide thee with
Mine eye”; I will guide thee continually” ;
“T will guide thee with My counsel, and after
that receive thee to glory 7 ; “I will never leave
thee.” Odoubting Christian, that sanie Jesus, who
has led you over rocks and mountains of difficulty,
through valleys of delights,and by coolingstreams,
will still guide you—will still lead you on—

Q’er moor and fen, o’er crag and torrent, till
The night is gone.

Hewho has steered your frail bark hitherto, will
steer it yet again, and pilot it safely over the
billows of this sea of life, and bring you safely
into the harbour of eternal peace.

Chureh Dotes.

JHE Sunday School Anniversary was held
on the 13th and 14th of May. The
congregations were large, and the re-

sponse to the appeal for aid to the Schoo] Funds
generous. The singing of the children was ex-
cellent; everybody was pleased with it, and much
credit is due to those who laboured so assiduously
to train them to such a degree of efficiency.

Mr. Briscoe’s address, on the Monday evening,
was very helpful, and will not soon be forgotten
by those who enjoyed the privilege of listening
to it. His emphasis of the need of the Sun-
day School as a counteractant out of the many
dangers which beset the young, brought home

to us all the immense significance of the mis-
sion of the Sunday School Teacher.

The Secretary read a very encouraging report.
Mr. Middleton began by expressing thanks to
God for the blessing which had rested upon the
endeavours of the teachers. There are 390
scholars and 41 teachers on the books of the
Home School. Thirty-three of the young peo-
ple are members of the Church, and eleven of
that number have joined during the year. One
special feature of the work is the excellent
attendance of the senior scholars, and the
teachers are full of hope that many of these
youths and maidens may be led to Christ, and
grow up useful members of His Church.

The effort to reach the scholars by means of
Social Evenings, which was inaugurated last
year, was renewed again this year, and proved
very successful. “If,” said the Secretary, “we
had better accommodation, we should like to
extend our work in this direction, by holding
regular week-evening meetings for our scholars.
We believe that by this means the teachers
would gain a stronger hold upon the children,
and the children a stronger attachment to the
School and Church.”

During the year the school contributed
£26 165 1oid. to - Forcign Missions “and
£4 9s. 33d. to other objects—a very credit-
able result. The Junior Endeavour, under the
management of Miss Johnson and Miss Gam-
brell, has made good progress. Its membership
nownumbers thirty. Equallysatisfactoryhas been
the work of the I.B.R.A. Nearly zooof our young
friends are daily readers of the Word of God.

At the recent Scripture examinations, held
under the auspices of the Sunday School Union,
four of our scholars took prizes, and the rest of
those who entered, except one, obtained certifi-
cates, which must have gladdened the heart of
Mr. Kearns, the teacher of the preparation class.

No report of the “Onward School” was given,
but the Superintendent, Mr. Naylor, gave a brief
account of the work, and it is our joy to know that
by its steady, and in some respects, striking pro-
gress, the school has justified 1ts claim to its title.

Mr. Withers, Mr. Saunders, and Mr. Hassell
all said a little, and said it well. We do not

' remember a more bright, hopeful, and prosperous

anniversary.

WE beg to call the attention of our friends to
the Bazaar which is to be held at the Town Hall,
Lavender Hill, on June 13th, in aid of the build-
ing fund of the Earlsfield Chapel. The effort 1s
being made by the Churches of the district to
help this new and very promising cause. Ha:t
Hill is pledged to provide a stall, and Mrs. W.
Mills, 61, St. Ann’s Hill, Mrs. H. Hayward, 73,
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Bolingbroke Grove and Mrs. Townsend, 25, Rose-
hill Road, will be glad to receive goods or dona-
tions for the purpose.

Frienps who have joined our river trips of the
last two or three years, will be glad to know our
friends are arranging for another. The date
fixed is Tuesday, June 26th. Tickets should be
secured early.

OuR open air workers have opened their cam-
paign with vigour. The positions abandoned
because they were no longer tenable against the
forces of winter, have been re-occupied and
made the basis of vigorous attacks upon the
powers of darkness. May the l.ord bless His
warriors !

Are Pou Satred ?

AIHEN Jesus Christ was here among men,
one end of the cord of Divine love was
on earth, the other in heaven. Hence

the Saviour could speak of God’s love giving,
and the Father’s love sending the Son into this
world, to seek and save the lost—to bring sinners
unto Himself. Jesus could also add, “ Him
that cometh unto Me I will in no wise cast out.”
He could also say “Receive Me as your Saviour,
and you shall know God as your Father.”

It may so happen that my reader is not a
believer in the Lord Jesus Christ. Should such
be the case, I affectionately entreat you to turn
your eyes towards Jesus and see if Fe is not
fairer than all the sons of men, and worthy
of your love and service, on the ground of what
He is in Himself, and what He has done for
sinners, that they may be saved.

Do not deceive yourself by supposing that,
because the Saviour said, “I, if I be lifted up
from the earth, will draw all men unto Me,” all
men will be saved, whether they believe in Him
or not. The words prove the wniversality of
the drawing but not the wmiwversality of the
coming ; just as the words, “The Father sent
the Son to be the Saviour of the world,” prove
the official appointment and Divine office of
Christ as the world’s only Saviour, while they
are far from proving the world’s acceptance
of Him as their Saviour, or the actual salvation
of all men, whether they accept Him or not.
The day is coming when you must appear be-
fore Him whom you now despise and reject.
What an awful thought, going into the presence
of Jesus with the sins of a whole life unforgiven!
It can only be to hear from His lips the solemn,
yet awful words, “I know you not.” “Depart!”
Do you, my reader, wish to escape such a
fearful doom? Look to Him who is able and
willing to save, even to the uttermost, and you

shall know the blessedness of the man whose
sins are covered, and whose God is Jehovah,
and who can call God his Father.—From
Gleanings from the Life and Teaching of Chist.
H. H. Bourn.

57 1) 2 2
@he Legend of Saint Martin.
Written after heaving a Sunday School Anwiversary Sevimon.

SAINT MARTIN, so the legend goes,
Whilst yet a soldier, through the snows
Of winter once did take his way.
All cold and dismal was the day,
And bitter blew the biting blast,
And many a backward thought he cast
To where the fire blazed cheerfully ;
But duty urged him on, so he
Pursued his way, right sturdily.
When, on a sudden, as he strode
Along, he saw beside the road
An aged beggar, worn and weak ;
His rags scarce covered him, the bleak
Winds whistled through them, and the snow
Had drifted round his feet, and through
His scanty clothes. As Martin passed
The beggar, came an icy blast
And chilled him to the very bone,
And he would fain have hurried on,
But that the sight of that poor man
With pinched features, pale and wan,
All shivering in his misery,
Filled Martin’s heart with deep pity,
So that he took without a word
His cloak, and cut it with his sword
In twain, and to the beggar gave
The half of it that he might have
A covering for his ice-cold limbs.
Dumb with amaze, a tear-drop dims
The beggar’s eyes, he lifts his head
To bless the soldier ’ere he sped
In haste along his wintry way.
That night as in his tent he lay
Wrapped in deep slumber, Martin dreamed
A wondrous dream, for, lo! it seemed
As though the cloudy gates of heaven
Mysteriously asunder riven,
Showed unto his astonished eyes
The Saviour Christ in Paradise ;
And As he looked with reverent awe
Upon that holy sight, he saw
That on His shoulders Christ did wear
A mantle o’er His raiment fair.
Then all amazed, Martin did look
Again, and lo! a soldier’s cloak—
The half of one—the Saviour wore.
And then the wond’ring sleeper saw,
The white-robed seraphs, and he heard
Them say to Christ, *“ Whence came, O Lord,
That riven soldier’s cloak ? ’ and He
Made answer, ‘‘ It was given to me
3y Martin yester-eve.”
“How Lord 2
They say to Him, and Martin heard
The Saviour say with smile divine,
‘“ He gave it to the least of mine,
And thus he gave it unto Me.”
And then the vision suddenly
Did vanish, leaving Martin full
Of rapturous joy unspeakable,
At having seen in such a guise
His Saviour Christ in Paradise.
AT S TOVRSY
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The Need for an Gutbusiastic Belief.

| HE refined and enlightened man of this

century recoils from the very thought

of hardships endured by his less cultured

but stronger-principled ancestor, who embattled,

courageously defended some sacred article of his

faith, or marched to champion the cause of

right against those who, absorbed in selfism,
would stop the onward sweep of truth.

Owing to the upspringing of a cautious
calculating spirit which only questions the im-
mediate effect of an action on his material interest,
the polished citizen of to-day refuses to sacrifice
his cheerful comforts, in order to rigorously assert
some principle whose profession may act disad-
vantageously on his own interests.

Nor does the religion of fashion, accepted by
so many as a sop to their conscience, afford any
hindrance to, much less make any determined
attack upon, these weakening tendencies.

This is an age of excessive refinement : what
we object to, we gloss over ; what is rough and
harsh, we polish down ; we cry, unity is strength,
extremes must meet, and men of opposing views
must be made to see alike. We refuse to be
bound by what we term narrow systems and set
words and phrases, forgetting that words are the
expression and very frequently the only expon-
ent of thought, and thought the fruitful mother
of action.

The man who holds tenaciously and determin-
ately to some peculiar principle, we denominate
narrow-minded, and fail to perceive among
those who advocate breadth of view a lack of
depth, and in their seeming liberal-mindedness,
a moral laxity.

Finding our principles less sternly attacked
from without we seem to have less to defend,
and sink into a condition of smug complacency,
and rejoicing in a higher social status we have
grown to regard as vulgar a persistent assertion
and determined defence of cherished principles.

Hideously vulgar is that ill named refinement
which sets wealth and social position against the
Eternal Verities. A vulgarity that tinges the
moral character.

A cowardly fear of public opinion and a failure
to see in a strict adherence to fixed principles
true nobility of character have contributed to
bring about the chill indifference and moral
apathy of our own time.

Enthusiasm seems to have paled and died (en-
thusiasm for truth and right I mean) amid the
modern tendency to look alone to material
interests, and measure a man by his social ad-
vantages ; and lofty aim and high endeavour
(the offspring of a glowing effective enthusiasm)
with their happy result—a moral elevation, will

be less frequently seen as enthusiasm, their
creator, diminishes.

There is nothing so calculated to make a man
morally strong, as an enthusiastic belief,
especially if the conviction held be not
generally accepted. Our crying need is for the
uprising of a disinterested enthusiasm for truth
and right, and a faithful adherence to conviction.

L. W. TOWNSEND.

Light in Darkness.

W OME years ago a respectable tradesman
of London, of unquestionable integrity,
was exceedingly troubled in his mind

respecting the safety of his future state. During
a bodily affliction, which eventually proved fatal,
he became still more doubtful of his interest in
Christ, although many friends endeavoured to
encourage him in relying on the all-sufficiency
of that grace on which his hopes had been
fixed for years, previously to his being thus
temped. A short time before his dissolution he
exclaimed with horror and anguished, “I die a
confirmed hypocrite !” A friend by his bed-
side, seeing him apparently motionless, said,
“He is gone!” which the wife (who was in an
adjoining room) hearing, immediately came in,
and, with strong emotions of grief, threw herself
on the bed of her supposed lifeless husband ;
when, to the great surprise of surrounding
friends, he again opened his eyes, and, fixing
them on his wife, said (as though he were quite
assured of his eternal safety), “Cruel love!
cruel love! I was just entering my heavenly
Father’s gate, and you have disturbed me !”—
and instantly expired.

Pleaze Remembrer,

The Superintendents and Teachers of the Sunday
School will cordially welcome children to its classes.
Children will also be gladly received at the meetings
of the Band of Hope. Parents should see that their
children enjoy all the possible privileges of their
golden days. Do not let the boys and girls drift !

We affectionately invite all who are not identified
with any Christian Congregation to attend our Services.

Applications for Baptism and Church fellowship,
may be made to the Pastor after any Service. He
will also be pleased to help those seeking the Liord
Jesus Christ, at any time.

Friends wishing to become subscribers to the

. Magazine, should apply to the Secretary, M=. H. V.

GopwiN, Sydney Lodge, Wimbledon Park Road.
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FOR THE CHILDREN.

Wenry @ard Beecher's Childhood.

HILDREN think much more, and much
more deeply, than we are aware, upon
religious subjects. I remember that I

was seriously exercised upon the doctrines of
election, free-agency, etc., by the time that I
was eight years old. I was brought up on
doctrine.  The things that most influence
children are acfed things; not things that are
said.

I don’t remember to have been affected by
any sermon until I was more than thirteen years
old. But the prayer and talking meetings were
the ones. I used to be convicted there; and
I would go about trying to be “pricked in the
heart.” I had got that figure, and so tried to
prick myself. I wanted to be taken up by some
resistless wind of conviction, and to be made to
suffer such agonies about my sinful state as I
had heard others tell of; for I thought, that
right after that would follow conversion, and I
should be safe. ;

I don’t think fear has much really good
influence upon children—a powerfu/ influence
it certainly does have. I remember once we
children were all called together into our
kitchen—which we thought the best room in
the house ; its windows looked out upon trees
and flowers, and its door, when opened, revealed
the long line of road along which we always
made haste to run as soon as we could gain our
freedom. We were called into the kitchen to
be talked to, by a minister who was staying at
my father’s. He told us how wicked boys and
girls were by nature, and what an awful end was
before them if they never repented. He told
us the story of one wicked boy who saw the
devil coming after him. The idea almost froze
our young blood with horror, and we resolved
with all our might to be good, that such a fate
might not befall us. But, as for myself, I don’t
think that talk ever did me a particle of good ;
on the contrary, I believe I never was so bad
any one week as I was.that week, spite of all
my efforts to stop myself by thoughts of that
dreadful story, and of how I should feel to see
the devil coming up the road after sze.

I remember that one Sunday morning, as soon
as I awoke, I began to play, picking the cotton
out of the quilt, and rolling it into balls to throw
at my brother. Suddenly came the thought,
“You wicked boy! to begin the Sabbath by
playing.” At once I was condemned, and ducked
beneath the bed-clothes lest something dreadful

should catch me. There I lay quietly five
minutes, as long as I ever kept still.

There came a woman to live with us—Aunty
Chandler we were taught to call her; she be-
came my fast friend, and used to beg me off
from whippings. There was a tree whose apples
used to get me up early in the morning. 1 was
often whipped for stealing them ; but whipping
used to make me very brave. One morning, just
as I was stealing out to go for the apples, Aunty
Chandler stopped me: “O Henry!” she said,
tears rolling down her face, I cannot bear to
have you whipped so ; why wi// you go and get
those apples?” This was a new idea. It had
never struck me that Aunty Chandler got the
whippings on her heart. After that, there were
not ropes enough in old Connecticut to draw
my young feet to that tree.

In those days, people used to get together and
pray, and make a solemn time of it when a
train of emigrants were about to start for Ohio.
It was almost as if they were to start for another
world. Well do I remember the long line of
white-covered waggons that used to wind through
Litchfield, and I used to run into the house and
hide under the table that they might not steal
and carry me off. Well, the time came when
Aunty Chandler went away in one of those
slow-moving trains. I shall never forget it, I
thought I was near the end of #y Gospel when
she went. Her life was strong in its good
influence upon me.

Next came a negro servant. He was my next
evangelist. I used to watch him in the field,
and in the house, and even now, with my
mature reflection, I cannot remember ever to
have seen him do a wrong act. As I worked
beside him in the field, he used to tell me his
experience, and where he learned this and that
hymn; and then he would sing as only the
African can sing, and I used to wish I could
have such religion as that negro enjoyed. When
we went to bed—he and I slept in the same
garret, he in one corner and I in the other;
some people would think it a dreadful thing to
have to share a garret with a negro—when we
went to bed he used to pile his pillows up
behind him so that he could Ze sitting up, take
his hymn-book, and fasten his candle up some-
where so that he could see. He would sing
hymn after hymn with such relish and enjoy-
ment, the big tears frequently rolling down his
dark face, that I used to be cut to the heart
with remorse, that I, a minister’s son, brought
up with every advantage, should be so much
worse than a poor negro. I would lie there
and pretend to be asleep, while all the time he
was singing right at my conscience, and I was
crying heartily to hear him. Oh, how glad I
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should have been could I have changed places
with that poor negro serving-man, if it hadn’t
been for cheating him ! I think that /ved, acted-
out religion does more good to children than all
the talking that can be done, though talking
certainly should not be omitted. That African
did me more good than all the ministers that
ever came to my father’s house.

The Nefiner.

JHERE was once a little bit of gold lying
hid in the earth. It had lain hidden
so long that it thought it should never

be used, and it said to itseif, “ Why do I lie idle
here? Why am I not picked up, that men may
see me shine ?”

One day a man dug it up, and said, “There
1s some gold in this lump ; but I cannot use it
as it 1s ; I must take it to the refiner.”

When the refiner got it, he threw it into a
melting-pot, and heated his fire to melt the gold.
As soon as the little piece of gold felt the heat
of the fire it began to tremble, and cried, “I
wish I had laid quiet in the earth.”

But the fire grew hotter and hotter, and at
last the gold melted, and left all the earthy part
of the lump by itself.

“Now,” said the gold, “My troubles are
over ; now I shall shine.”

But its troubles were not over yet. The man
took it once more, and began to hammer it into
some shape.

‘“ Ah,” said the gold, “ what a trouble it is to
be gold ; if I had been dross or earth I should
not have been put to all this pain.”

“That is true,” replied the man, ‘if you had
been dross you would not have had all this pain
but then you would not have become what you
are now, a beautiful gold ring.”

The piece of gold is like a man or woman.
The dross of common earth means his or her
faults or weaknesses. Jesus is the Refiner. He
sends trials and troubles to us to make us good
and strong, and to take away our weaknesses and
faults.

Pain is one of our trials. If we bear it
patiently, Jesus will make us better by pain.
He will make you brave and gentle. Next time
you have to bear pain, say to yourself : ¢ Jesus
is taking away my faults ; I must be patient.”—
Baptist Herald.

Mrs. Barperts.

fiIRS. BAEYERTZ, the well-known lady

|| evangelist, comes of a pure Hebrew
stock, her father and mother having

been both of pure Hebrew blood. Both of

them were strictly orthodox in their attachment
to the faith of Israel, and on her marriage to Mr.
Baeyertz, who was of German ancestry, her
father was so deeply incensed, thinking his name
had been dishonoured, that he scored her name
out of the family register, and thereafter
reguarded her as one that was dead. Her
married life, which was very happy, was a very
brief one, through her husband meeting with a
fatal accident while out shooting, and as a young
widow she was left with two little children

During her husband’s lifetime she had been
received into membership in a Christian Church
while as yet her heart was far from God. But
at the “communion” table she was overwhelmed
with a keen sense of being utterly unfit to par-
take worthily. “ How can you say, ‘1 believe
in Jesus Christ,”” her conscience seemed to say,
“believing deep down in your heart that He
was a mere man (and therefore an impostor),
since He declared Himself to be Divine?”
The result of this stinging of conscience was
that she never dared to go back again to the
[Lord’s table until she had found the Lord.

In the distress of heart and mind that followed
her bereavement, hard and bitter thoughts of
God possessed her, but into this eventide of
sorrow the blessed light of life came, and its
coming opened up to her a new world, and
started her in a path of usefulness such as she
never could have dreamed of. Reading one
day in the Gospel of John, while sitting by her-
self alone, the Holy Spirit revealed Christ to
her astonished gaze. ‘Christ is God,” she
cried, & Hedied for me;, He is my Savieur:”
Such a flood of love filled her heart as the
revelation broke on her that on her knees she
sobbed aloud, not for sorrow, but for joy.
Old things had passed away ; behold, all things
had become new.

A Fapanese Mother and Ber Son.

YHERE is an old Christian woman, named
Morita, living in Tokyo, who is very
zealous in her efforts to bring others to

love and obey her Lord and Master. She had
a son who was very wicked, and wasted his
mother’s property : his wickedness went to such
an extent that in the course of ten years he had
been sent to prison seven times. So bad was
his conduct that all his other relations and
friends forsook him. Only his good and patient
mother was left to pity and care for him in his
wretched condition. Her faith in God did not
waver, and whenever she saw him she told him
of Christ, and endeavoured to persuade him to
forsake his sins, and walk in the ways of right-
eousness and peace.

£
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But he was so hardened in sin that he turned
a deaf ear to all her loving entreaties. He only
said in reply, ¢ Dear mother, it is all right for
you to be good, and to go to heaven, but I am
so addicted to evil ways that I cannot stop, and
it is my purpose to live on in this same course
and go to hell.” Still his mother did not give
him up, and prayed for him day and night.

About two years ago he was sent to prison
once more ; and while thus in confinement his
wife died of the cholera, leaving four children,
of whom the youngest was only a babe. The
grandmother was at first much troubled, and
said, “There is surely no other way than for
these little ones to die of starvation.” Then
after a while she said, ‘“Oh, no, it is a great
mistake to doubt the power and goodness of
God, and He who has created us is also able to
supply all our need. So she took the little ones
to her home and cared for them tenderly.

In November, 1899, the son and father was
released, and when he came to his home and
found the motherless children thus cared for
by the old grandmother, his hard heart was
melted. He became a truely penitent and humble
seeker after that religion which had strengthened
and comforted his mother’s heart. Irom that
time his house was opened as a place for
preaching, and frequent services were held there
for his own benefit, and also to lead others toa
knowledge of Christ and His salvation.

One day he read the second chapter of
Liphesians, and was deeply moved by 1ts appro-
priateness to his own case. He has been
received into the Church, and is vigorously
labouring to extend the blessings of the Gospel
among all his associates and friends.

H. ILoowmis.

Aetrer too Busy to Prap.

ESUS appears to have devoted Himself
specially to prayer at times when His life
was unusually fullof work and excitement.

His was a very busy life; there were nearly

113

always ‘““many coming and going” about Him.
Sometimes, however, there was such a conges-
tion of thronging objects that He had scarcely
time to eat. But even then He found time to
pray. Indeed, these appear to have been with
Him seasons of more prolonged prayer than
usual. Thus we read: “So much the more
went there a fame abroad of Him: and great
multitudes came together to hear, and to be
healed by Him of their infirmities. And He
withdrew Himself into the wilderness and
prayed.”

Many in our day know what this congestion
of occupation is. They are swept off their feet

with their engagements, and can scarcely find
time to eat. We make this a reason for not
praying; Jesus made it a reason for praying. Is
there any doubt which is the better course?
Many of the wisest have in this respect done as
Jesus did. When Luther had a specially busy
and exciting day, he allowed himself longer
time than usual for prayer beforehand. A wise
man once said that he was too busy to be in a
hurry. He meant that if he allowed himself to
become hurried he could not do all that he had
to do. There is nothing like prayer for pro-
ducing this calm self-possession. ~When the
dust of business so fills your room that it
threatens to choke you, sprinkle it with the
water of prayer, and then you can cleanse it
out with comfort and expedition.

REv. DR. STALKER.

“ My Father is Respectable!”

LITTLE while since a gentleman caught
a young lad in the act of robbing his
garden. For some time the fruit had
been disappearing, and the culprits could not be
caught; but at last one was seen in the very
act, chase was given, and the offender was soon
seized. Many and fierce of course were his
efforts to escape, many his kicks and struggles.
He tried to slip off, and to bolt off ; he tried a
jerk, and tried an even pull ; he wriggled, and
begged, and prayed, and promised not to come
again; but all to no purpose: a prisoner he
now was, and a prisoner he must remain.

The culprit was being put into an outhouse,
while the police were sent for, and at the dread-
ful word ¢ Police” his howlings and bemoan-
ings became more loud than ever. “Oh, don’t
send for the police! Don’t send for the police :
Jor my father is respectable.” And at the idea of
his father being disgraced, he howled worse and
worse.

The gentleman was struck with this plea, and
being unwilling that a respectable man should
be disgraced ; and perhaps being moved by the
boy’s regard for his parent’s name, gave the lad
his choice,—either then and there to get a good
flogging, or to be given up into the hands of
police.

The flogging, as one or the other of the two
must be chosen, was thankfully accepted ; and
the boy’s father was sent for, and in his presence
a good sound thrashing was administered, which
we hope will, with the remembrance of his
parent’s respectability, keep that lad from pick-
ing and stealing for the time to come.

I could not but feel struck by the boy’s
argument, guilty as he was: “My father is
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respectable.” By his so willingly accepting the
thrashing, it is evident that he did not advance
this plea solely for the purpose of getting off.
It would have been a real grief to him to have
brought his parents to shame.

Surely we may learn, even though it be from
the mouth of a thief.

Let no parent think that to be respectable is
worth nothing, and that he need make no
sacrifice for respectability’s sake. Many a man
has neither money nor money’s worth, so far as
this world’s goods are concerned, to leave his
children; but he can leave them the heritage of
a respectable name. And it may be that that
will keep them from evil, or make them ashamed
of it when they have fallen into it. It is a great
thing to a boy or girl to feel that they have
something decent belonging to them : a decent
home, a decent name, decent parents, decent
friends. A man is reckless when he has nothing
to lose ; but let him at least have these.

And if he should fall, we cannot tell when it
may please God to make use of this as an
instrument to arrest a man in his course of folly.
It will help to deepen his sense of unworthiness;
it will give him something to rise up to. - The
prodigal in the depth of his wretchedness
remembered what his father was,—that he him-
self was one with a household so ordered and
provided:-for that, even the many hired servants
had bread enough and to spare; and he de-
termined no longer to remain perishing amongst
the swine, but to arise and go to that father.

God has taught us in His holy Word to call
Him “ Father;” Jesus has said, when we pray
to Him we are to say, “ Our Father which art
in Heaven.”

This is wonderful love on His part; it is
wonderful condescension. We can understand
His allowing us to call Him ‘ King,” but
“Jather,” is something altogether different.
How God stoops to us, when He lets us call
Him ‘ Father!”

The angels, all bright and glorious as they are,
are not allowed to call God ¢Father.” 'They
may call Him ¢ Creator,” and “Iord God
Almighty,” but not so near and dear a name
as “Father.” To us is given a much higher
privilege than to them.

Let us try to act worthily of it. What should
we think of a child of our own, who allowed
our name to be dragged through the mire, who
made 1t a by-word in the mouth of low people ?
Yet how often.that is what men who call them-
selves Christians are doing !

Would to God that we always remembered
the nobility and honour of our Great Father,
that it were an argument with us why we should
not sin, that we felt how shameful it were to

bring His name into contempt before the world.

Would that we were so choice of our high
relationship that, we would rather suffer person-
ally than have it in any wise openly disgraced !

Yes: would that it met us before our sin, in
the way of our sin, and said to us, “This thing
is not worthy of your Father” David was visited
with sore punishment because he had given the
enemies of God cause to blaspheme ; and how
often have we done the same? May we be
tender of the honour of our Father, of the name
of the heavenly relationship, and be taught
by the chosen and willingly borne stripes of
this young thief. A shame, a pain, deeper,
acuter than the rod, was the connection of the
name of a thief with the respectability of his
father.

Look upon yourself, then, good reader, if
you profess to be a Christian at all, as one to
whom in some measure the Father commits His
honour. He says, “People will judge of Me,
and My laws, and My ways, by the conduct of
those who profess to belong to Me.”" Accept
the great trust of God’s honour, in the midst of
a wicked world, and do not act worse than even
a young thief who was tender of the respect-
ability of his father.

Rev. B. P. PowERr, M.A.

Stuck Fast in a Rut.

fIR. DOUGLAS relates: “an aged farmer
| and a young man, who had recently
given himself to Christ, were driving
along a country road. The young man was
talking about his newly-found Saviour with all
the joyous enthusiasm of a young convert, when
his old and somewhat cynical companion inter-
rupted him, saying ¢Oh yes, you know you are
just in your first love, but wait a little, and then
youwll—you’ll —; and he meant, though he did
not say it, that he would get cold, like himself.
¢ And what are you?’ enquired the young man.
‘I am an established Christian,” was the answer.
They drove on for some time in silence, until
they were somewhat roughly brought up by the
cart wheel sticking fast in a deep rut. They got
out to try and liberate it ; the old man whipped
the horse and spoke rather forcibly, but all to no
purpose; the wheel remained immovable.
After one of their fruitless efforts, the young
man looked at the farmer and remarked, ‘I
guess, my friend, 7¢s got established.’ Similarly
there are some Christians who get into a deep
rut, and stick there, and mistake their criminal
inactivity for established Christianity.”

Gop is more willing to pardon than to punish.

Guaranteed c_ircurlation_rqfhthirs Magazine—2,000 Monthly.
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