
55" .0519





es, __ __ Vo. o.

// 4 49





2ameo MdALCo

NATIONAL COUNCIL
TRANSPORT HOUSE, SMITH SQUARE,

(203
OF LABOUR—

LONDON, S.W.i

TRADES UNION CONGRESS 

Secretary: Sir Walter Citrine 
— (Victoria 9020)

THE LABOUR PARTY 

Secretary: J. S. Middleton 
(Victoria 9434)

PARLIAMENTARY LABOUR PARTY 

Secretary : H. Scott Lindsay 
(WHItehall 6240)

April 23rd, 1940.

Rt. Hon. George Lansbury, M.P. 
Manor House Hospital, 

North End Road, 
Golders Green. N.W.11.

My dear George,

We have just had our ordinary meeting of the 
National Council of Labour, and I have been asked by our 
comrades to let you know how sorry we are that you are once 
again in hospital.

We feel that we are expressing the hopes of all 
your friends throughout the Movement at home and abroad 
that you will soon be once again out of the hands of the 
Doctor and back to normal life.

It has been hard throughout all these recent. 
months to find any bright spot upon which to centre ones 
thoughts, and some of us can realise the depression that 
must have assailed you after all your manful efforts for 
Peace. For years now you have figured as the eternal 
optimist, and it is hard to conceive anything that will 
diminish your faith in good.

With these greetings from the Council, take the 
affectionate regards of all your many comrades on the staffs
at Transport House.

With kind regards,
Yours very sincerely,



5, Holmbury View, 
Springfield Park Clapton, 

London E.5.

April 23rd 1940.

Dear Comrade Lansbury,
I was very sorry to read in the " Daily Herald" that 

you are not well. I sincerely hope that you will soon 
recover your normal health and may live to a hundred!

Humanity needs morally-matured men like you!..

Perhaps you will remember that we used to meet at the 
late Mr. Joseph Fels house near Hyde park in the years 
1912-1913 in company with Col. Wedgewood, Zimbalist and 
others. I still keep one of your fine articles entitled: 
"Jews I have met." picturing Joseph Fels and Samuel Montague.

I enclose one of my articles which I prepared for the 
" Daily Herald.” I hope you will like it.

Wishing you a quick recovery.
I remain,

Yours sincerely,

I. PERKOFF.

M H w 9
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HUMANITY IN ITS CHILDHOOD.
ses as oo wo men o er en mm en e — en m wmeesoe y*r“* • me=r*e=

99 per cent of humanity is spiritually-morelly in its 

childhood yet! ... And of the one per cent morally matured, 

only a few are perfect models: (of how humanity should be 

and hope will be) such models as Moses, Christ, Confucius, 

Buddah, Hillel and few others.
Only when 51 per cent (or more) of Humanity Will mature 

then only will we consider War as legalised murder ... and 

capitalism as legalised robbery... and actually practice in 

life Justice, Love, Tolerance, Freedom and Peace.

Thank God we in England have also morally-m • tured 

men such as Lord Cecil, George Lansbury, H. G. Wells, and a 

few others.

I. Perkorr.

5, Holmsbury View, 
Springfield Park,

(Clap/ton, --
। London N.l6.
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VICTOR GOLLANCZ

23rd. April, 1940.

The Rt. Hon. George Lansbury, M.P., 
Manor House Hospital, 
N.W.H.

Dear G.L.,

It was very good indeed of you to send us 

that article, and I am very glad that you found 

time and strength to write it. It is just what 

we wanted.

With best wishes from everyone in this office, 

Ever yours,

/ 4’4
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London, E. 2.
Tel. BIS. 1941.

24 APR 1940
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TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS 
“TRANSUNION -SOWEST-LONDON*

Senemi Secretary, ERNESTBEVIN

Your Ref.:

My dear George:

sincerity and purpose.

George Lansbury,M.P. 
Manor House Hospital 
Golders Green. N.

muder and massacre. /

REGISTERED OFFICES, 
Transport House,Smith Square, 

WESTMINSTER,

PLEASE QUOTE

Our Ref.:

TELEPHONE
VICTORIA 7671/5

oR&GTNERAL"ORKERS (y
VinaneuilSeeretary, STANLEY HIRST 
Ossi SinemlSecretary, ARTHUR DEAKIN

CHIEF OFFICE 
COMMUNICATION

Fine,brave old soul, a great

24-4-40.

heart,and a Comrade of

Do,get well,soon,do come back,and if sanity can 

c county let the sanity-of true courage Count/ 

Material!sm,Hiterism,and Stalinism,has neith soul 

or, even spiritual meaning-to Civilisation,* and to them religion,even, 

of humanity doesn’t count.

So scoundrel!sm takes on an intellectual defence 

even claiming the sttfrbutes of philosophy, the while they practice

But,may you he consoled with all the gentleness of your 

being, thay though you off erred the "Balm of Gilead" to Hi tier,his 

soul was steeped in venom,and a mad hungering for slaughter,that 

power might be achieved with the weapons of atrocity,after crush- 
lr^ Democratic.Institutions and socialism. But.God love you!
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KINGSLEY HALL AND THE CHILDREN’S HOUSE 
(&)) . i i 25711 1 C04o -

■ A . A . Y Please address all letters to:

Telephone- Ruso 4p ‘ AjLC^C^l^l^ KINGSLEY HALL
. _— —oguuneaiyernnpeec==o=======panocne=mowo=rntenvernu==sn=============v===w=====p=Pr=============050=91954uldniannti; -
ADVANCE 2532 *) "" POWIS ROAD

BOW, E.3
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Daily Gerald
EDITORIAL OFFICE

2-12, ENDELL STREET,

LONG ACRE, LONDON,W.C.2.
PLEASE QUOTE

OUR REF:

TELEPHONE: TEMPLE BAR “998. 
1200

TELEGRAMS: DAILY HERALD.

I NTELTUBE, LONDON.
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HOUSE OF THE DIVINE COMPASSION, 
42 BALAAM STREET, 

PLAISTOW, E.13.



My dear George,

Just a line to send you our love and to 

tell you that we all miss you dreadfully.

In your present hour of weakness may you 

realise the peace that passeth understanding, 

and may you be sustained and comforted by the 

knowledge that thousands of people are thinking 

of you, loving you and praying for you.







HOUSE OF THE DIVINE COMPASSION; 
42 BALAAM STREET, 

PLAISTOW, E.13.v A
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3, Woodstock Terrace \

London, E, 14.

29th April 1940

My Dear Mr Lansbury.

You will doubtless be a little surprised at 

getting this letter from me,But I feel I must write you ( and 

before the Postal rate goes up too) to tell you, how sorry your 

many friends are to learn through the "Press" that you are in 

Hospital,having been ordered to take a complete rest,we regret 

to hear this, for you can ill be spared from our public life, 

particularly in these troublous times,in which we find ourselves. 

At the same time we do realise,that when we have passed the three 

score and ten,mile stone of our life,it is necessary that we 

should take things more quietly.We trust the enforced retirement 

will soon make itself manifest in the well-being of your general 

Good Health. In the meantime we are thinking much of you and pray 

to Our Heavenly Father,that much of His Oomfort and Grace may be 

given to you, May you feel the support of the "Everlasting Arms”
You will be interested to know, that Messrs Dey And Kelly 

took me down to the "Day Nursery” at Garston House,Little Hallling 

bury, on Thursday last, was delighted with everything I saw, A nice 

large house, (Georgian,! suppose it would be styled) beautiful 

garden and grounds,not nearly so large as Chicksands,yet plengy 

of room for the youngsters to romp about,There were thirty-four 

installed,all looking perfectly well and happy. Matron spoke very 

highly of the completely happy state of affairs,which fact did one 

good. Matron mentioned too how very kind and considerate the Omner 

a Mrs Barclay,had been to the Staff and Children, Altogether I 

found the atmosphere of the Institution excellent, It was a Sunny 

day too, and I found myself contemplating,’ I stood in front of 



the House.On® would wish they had Herr Hitler here, for a few hours 

and ask him how he could lend himself to the despoiling of our 
il

Fair Earth, May he soon realise his error,

I think the place is ideal for the Nursery,the children will 

hear the Birds singing, see the lovely Spring flowers, I myself 

heard the Cuckoo for the first time this year,whilst I was in the 

garden at"Garston House?

We have to thank you again & again Dear Mr Lansbury, for 

the great part you have played in helping Mr Clapham,to establish 

a "Day Nursery” for the Poor children of Bow Common.

God Bless and keep you always.

Very Sincerely yours. 

Aan/ BaLel

Please do not trouble to answer this, as I know your Post Bag must 
be very heavy,also will younplease forgive a type-written letter?

M+‘9
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Stainforth
18 Belle Vue Road, 

Walthamstow, E.17















(Em) Geo Lex• (2 32
"The Builders", _ 
Crescent Lane,
South Side, 
Clapham Common, 
S .W.L.

to enter the Manor House Hospital again for treatment, 

but sincerely trust that you will very shortly be 

restored to health.

I would have very much liked to have run over to 

see you, but I am simply overwhelmed just at the present 

time, which I am sure you will understand.

However, my very best wishes to you dear 

friend.

Yours very sincerely,



Re. . Cowo (a/ /) )
................ .........----- Smeecan"mrr,,,
«I RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVER SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER ”

THE PEACE PLEDGE UNION
DICK SHEPPARD HOUSE, ENDSLEIGH STREET, LONDON, WCI

President : George La 
Chairman: Alex Wood 
General Secretary:

Stuart Morris,
Hon. Treasurer: mate

Maurice Rowntree

Tel: Euston 5501-2-3

Sponsors

VERA BRITTAIN 

GEORGE LI. DAVIES 

ERIC GILL 

A. HERBERT GRAY 

LAURENCE HOUSMAN 

ALDOUS HUXLEY 

STORM JAMESON 

PHILIP S. MUMFORD 

). MIDDLETON MURRY 

MAX PLOWMAN 

ARTHUR PONSONBY 

CHARLES E. RAVEN 

BERTRAND RUSSELL 

ALFRED SALTER 

SIEGFRIED SASSOON 

DONALD SOPER 

SYBIL THORNDIKE 

WILFRED WELLOCK 

ARTHUR WRAGG

SM/MC April 29th, 1940

The Right. Hon. George Lansbury, M.P. , 
Manor House Hospital, 
Hampstead, N.N.3.

My dear George,

I read your message to the A,G.M. , and was 
asked by them to convey to you a message of very 
real gratitude We were all more sorry than I can 
say not to have you with us, and earnestly hope that you 
may soon be out and about again,

You will know that it is not easy for us to 
express in words our feelings for you, but we do 
want to assure you of our most affectionate thoughts.

Wi th love,

Yours ever,



"iheommemnereoenevemnstere.

FREELAND, 74 HOLDERS HILL ROAD, HENDON, N.W.4 

telephone: HENDON 8384

V— 4 x..
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Dear Dad, "

This is a wee note to tell you I’ve wanted to 

come snd see you, but on some days I’ve been busy, and 

on others I have heard that you've had so many visitors 

that I hesitated to come in late in the afternoon and 

tire you.

I would like to come in on Thursday, if I may, 

but I will ’phone Daisy first. I don't know how you can 

stand so many visitors, but in that respect you are.not 

like me. When I’m ill, I’m sullen - but there it is.

The Putnam people will be sending me a small 

cheque this week, and a bigger one for £20 when I hand 

in half the book. It is to be 80,000 words - which is 

terrific; but I think I can do it.

I am glad that Clemens seems to take no interest 

in it. When I have something new to do, I hate to have to 

show bits of itin the making to anybody. ' , I suppose 

Clemens has realised that I’m one who has to be left alone 

with a difficult job. Funnily enough, Mr. Huntington of 

Putnam’s, who was all over himself to help and advise me, 

has not asked me to see him and get advice. This is a great 

relief to me - and gives me a free hand. From his letter, I 

judged he liked the synopsis I sent in to him, for him to”



I’ve written all that, because it is a bit of news 

that nobody else is likely to give you, because they don’t 

know.

Renie came over to tea with me last Thursday, and 
ddndgi see

I and Clemens have an invitation to goto *******k/them - 

tonight. I am writing this before Igo.

Tomorrow is May Dsy. I have sent greetings. to,the : 
boys and Igor and Freda and karl and their Mickey. Nlseot

This brings warm May Day greetings to you. Whatever 

happens, May Day still comes.

. love,

,, . P f
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FORD HOUSE,
DREWSTEIGNTON,

DEVON.

May 1st. l 0/+0

Dear G. L.
How lovely of you to write to me; I loved 

getting your letter, but you shouldn’t have taken the trouble. 
Just at the moment you must concentrate on getting well. The 
sooner your out of hospital and on the war path,(or should I 
say the peace path?) the better for all of us. So don’t worry 
abcut anything now except your own health and strength and 
don’t ever forget that to thousands of us JourA are an inspir
ation.

I have started inquiries about Eric and hope to be able 
to report favourably soon,

Love, —7

M+49



Mather & Crowther LIMITED, I.P. A.
Brettenham House, LANCASTER PLACE, W.C. 2.

TEMPLE BAR 3411.
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IRON RAILINGS

THE LONDON SQUARES
Sir,—I was much interested in Mr. 

Lewin’s letter in your issue of the 27th 
inst., and strongly support his view as 
regards the abolition of railings wherever 
practicable. If this reform be necessary 
due to shortage of iron it will be one of 
the few good things as the result of war.

I do not remember during a long life 
having ever seen a human being in | 
Berkeley Square with its. splendid plane 
trees, planted, I believe, by a Lord Craw- I 
ford in bygone days, neither when the 
square consisted of private houses, nor 
since the square has become largely occu
pied by commercial enterprises. I have 
often felt indignant when the well-to-do 
in the great squares have left their houses i 
in August for Scotland, the country, or i 
abroad, to see the small, humble children 
on holiday playing in the surrounding | 
hard, wood-paved streets. I even go so 
far as to say that I should like to see the 
park railings disappear, with the exception 
of those round Hyde Park and Kensing- | 
ton Gardens which saved us during the 
great strike as regards the milk supply.

Mr. Lansbury, when First Commis
sioner of Works, took away the railings 
round Primrose Hill, greatly improving 
the appearance of that area, and I have 
never heard of any police regret for that 
reform. During my 23 years of office at 
H.M. Office of Works I never heard of a 
flower being picked in the Royal Parks, 
although Hyde Park is open till midnight. 
If the squares were opened to the public 
their proper upkeep should be the duty of • 
the local authority.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
LIONEL EARLE.

14, Sloane Gardens, S.W.l.



REV. ERIC S. LOVEDAY.
Coaseusscueonancunzalncizufanoe

TELEPHONE: 
BRISTOL 44970. BRISTOL, 6
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