
WOMENS INTERNATIONAL ■ LEAGUE., .

Minutes of Executive Corittee, Wednesday, January 6 th, 1943. at 
144 Southampton Rov, London ,W.C. 1.

.^^SENTt Drs . Duncan Harris in the Chair, Mrs. Innes, Mrs. Wooa, 
Miss Harrison, Mrs. Lord, Miss Dickinson, Mrs. Beesley, Miss 
Anderson. Mrs. Bedford, Liaison Officer, Mrs. Ballinger (Bir_ 
minsham Branch), Dr. Richends Scott (Opener of discussion on 
Beveridge Report).

APOLOGIES FOR AI^SENCE were received 
Mrs. Lloyd.Prichard, Mrs. Brayshaw. 
Miss Pye.

from Kirs. Castle, Miss Haughton 
Mrs. Greenwood, Mrs. Ross and

MIWTES of Meeting on December 2nd, 1942, were confirmed, having 
been previously circulated. ■ .

306. pWKSSS ARISING. Mrs. Innes reported on the response from.
Women s Organisations to the circular about the proposed Conforone 

Wit AGREED to approach Sir William againfor 
a Saturday morningin February or March.

Mrs. Duncan. Harris welcomed to the Colmittoo Dr. Scott, who 
had.VorY kindly come from Oxford specially to open the discussion 
on hO Beveridge Report, , ~

_ Dre Scott in summarising the Report said she considered it a 
VoV Tevo-utionary document and it was the first public recognition 
ond.gccoptonc-of tho fact that want in its acute forms can be 
-----Sshed* is part of a comprehensive scheme of real progress, 

only one of the five roads to the goal 
mo covers all citisens without upper incom 
position of the housewife. It gives a

Thq -ho
of ‘^cog^We^ The sch 
limit; it recognises the 
married woman a definite 
incapacity for household status when entering upon her new life, and 
;-cg. Mt —dutios is met by provision of paid help inl-ne SSi, it provides against interruption of earning, power and nakCS allowances for expenditure on birth, death and marriage- it mak,s provision fornoro adequate old ago’pensions anaror‘8hizdt 
—pnnnlowaneesiitronoves abuses as regards taimen's Corponso-..n -nd Industrial Insurances; it provides for

-th Service for the first time, aiming aL,fu1 
mftjvotrontnontfor ovory citizen; it=ehnass unenploy- mit.tsNo.P ToV ontd.end provides for unemploynont benefit G---ondL only on attendance

real National 
reventive and

period ploymon t
at a trainin

con-

Dr
port:

Scott detailed the
Flat rate subsistence

unification of ad 
compr eh en si ven e ss

six fundamental principles of the Ro- 
. . benefit, flat rate of contributions* 
nistntivo.rosponsibility;cdoquacy of benefit, and classification. ’

4. Dr Scott said that labour must become morc fluid and -- nustbopropcrod to novo about the country and vheinecessd? to 
change J™ » occupation to another. I crcatndtioncmsnrust 
thcnninhtryher as wy nocossory to noet the essential needs of

the acportrensstinkoiroussian.follovod. The Comittee velcned 
other Monones lorgoisatinerd G fullor discussion of it with

Roports Harris thanked Dr. Scott for her arirablo survey of the

or El NGS wororoportod:-
Present Day ■ Japan” on January 13th;

’ negbers on ’’Condi tions in Sweden r‘ 
onGermeny in the Reconstruction of

The follcwing arrangements 
Bishop HocslLott vas spooking on 
Dr. Greta Hedin, a Swedish w.I.L 
on January 20 th; Drs. Ambrosova 
Europo" on February 24th.
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.AGREED to invite ^Dr. .Hedin and Miss Ruth Woodsmall,(the 
- Secretary)' who has just arrived in this country 

to meet the Committee at lunch at the next Executive on February
vorldts Y.W.C

3rd. If 'Miss Woodsmall cannot 
ask her for a Lunch Meeting on

come on February’ 3rd AGED to 
January 27th.

307. THE MESSAGE TO ALL HOMER Mrs. Innes
response to the Message. She was asked to 
ruary Nows Sheet.

reported on the excellent 
report it "in tho Fob-

308. FIMLCE Mr McGregor Wood reported
tion and appealed to the -Commit tco to take

Hinanco
Harrison

0 of tho following Vosappointod:

on the financial posi- 
the finances seriously

,. Irs. Duncan Harri
Wood

on J onuary. 13 th.
rS. Lord■and Miss Dickinson

Mrse •Wood reported a suggestion from Mrs. Lloyd .Prichard of £ 
isn to get 1,000 people'Who would subscribe £1 each.

Ltrs. Wood reported that owin
olstoncroft’s homo uld not be able t

illness in Miss 
audi t the accounts

this year. Mrs. Harris undertook to, Mr, Redford. Harris if he 
wculd db thom.

Mrs 
will of a /ood reported that the H.I.L. 'would benefit under the

deceased member
t the

Miss MacQuollon
in the

advice on it of Mr. Barrs Davies 
about which. she was not clear.

She asked permission
there condi tion

309. COLONLL CONVENITOI is the Executive not, oppor - 
of the’ Inti -Slaverytunity of studying individually the proposal

and Aborigines Protection Society for an International Colonial 
Convention, it was -Gh•D to send forward Mrs . McGregor Ross’s 
views on it, which she had sent to us after careful consideration 
and consultation with Miss indorson. In sending the views forwe 
it was AGREED to reaffirm the principles covering our 
the Colonial problem (1) that freedom at a

covering tti tude to
measurable distance

should be the goal aimed at; (2) that trusteeship is only a stepp
ing stone towards that freedom. AGREED also to say that we ondors 
Mrs. Ross’s proposals that the Atlantic Charter should apply to
thoColonics. a "

310 • MURDER OF JEWS IN EUROPE. The Committee considered an 
appeal.for action to be token to urge the Government to do every- 
thinG in their power to halt the mass murder of Jews in Europe, 

-GiL-D that a letter should be sent to Mr. Eden urging the Govern
ment to do all in its powob to save some at least of. the Jews of 
auropo who are being threatened with •extermination; (2) pressing 
our Government to grant every facility within its power for trans
portation of any who can be rescued, and for reception in countries 
over which the British Government has control; (3) urging that the 
children should at all costs be saved whenever cnd wherever possibl

311. Reported, that resolutions- adopted at the TOUHMHNTONT cAI_
O_TEEIZILINTDILTIONFonEn .DV_rCmMaMOvvsMN 

Uont to us by th hinistry of Inforrationatthoroquostorviss 
(1) requesting that all ogenisc groups of women 

- the inclusion of a woman plenipotentiary member on
Hornby) includ
in the world urc
the deration of cach country represented 
and body charged. with the 
is won; (2) expressing it 
ca Planinkova

stablishmont of
it the Peace Conference 
world.order after peac

died in Germany; (3) 
their efforts and hol

■Slovak! 
caling...

7 for the passing of Senator francos-
1 1

11 women
countries so that 
no avail.

- out the hand of friendship
ny attempts to divide the nov

IUS of Holland, who 
ionisations to unite 
> to women of other 
world shall be of

Greetings from Miss Balch, the Swedish See 
were reported. i on nd Lady Unwin



312
/INDIA. Reported that Sir Cecil Graves had. Replied to the'letter 
from Mrs. Innes of 7th December saying that the B.B.C .‘s bulletins 
are based on the news supplied by the News Apancies and. should in
formation concerning the Conference to be called by Sir Toj Sopru’s 
bo received there slittlodoub/that it would be mentioned as 
being a matter of general public interest.

On receipt of this letter Miss Harrison communicated with
Reuters on the matter and asked that more , informtioh be. obtained *. . 
from India. Also, approach was made to the India Department of the 
Ninistry of .Information, who said they would see what could be done.

The present position remains at deadlock. A now crisis had
arisen in connection Mth press censorship and on January 6 th a ono- 
day strike of all the important Indian owned newspapers suspended 
publication. Effort was being..made at this .end to enlist the 
attention of responsible editors and journalists in this situation.

Reported that Miss Dickinson has kindly consented to take on
tho rosponsbili ty of Hon. Editor and Treasurer of ■ the Bulletin of 
the Liaison Group of British Women’s Societies co-operating with 
t he Al l' I ndi a W one n’s C D:f eronce.

313. ANNUAL COUNCIL MEETINGS. Reported a letter from Mrs. Bayes, 
Secretary of the.Birmingham W.I.L. with reference, to Halls, Spoakers, . 

...and Subjects. Mrs. Ballinger reported that at a sub-Committee on
4th January it had been AGREED- that the Branch should be responsible 
for paying for the Birmingham Eri ends Meeting' House for a meeting, 
and would take a collection. They would also be willing to find a 

^Chairman, but asked the Executive to provide two speakers,the second 
/whom they suggested might be Mrs. Lloyd Prichard

It: was- AGREED to ask Miss Pye if she would address the meeting 
on Reconstruction (finding a suitable title for advertising purposes) 
and Mrs. Lloyd Prichard if she would be the second speaker.

The Committee expressed great.pleasure on the appointment of 
Miss Pye, under the illicd Post-War Requirements Bureau, for the 
Rooking after of mothers and infants in connection.with the feeding 
ind relief work on the Continent when hostilities ceased. AGREED 
bo send her congratulation's and best wishes.

The Birmingham Branch-felt there would,be some difficulty in 
providing sheets for use during the Council Meetings and would be 
glad if all delegates could be asked to bring their own. They would, 

• however, bo prepared to supply ...one or two pairs in case of need.

Mrs. Ballinger was asked to. find out if the. Birmingham Branch 
would be prepared to arrange Q Bring and Buy Sc.o luring the Council.

Reported that Mrs. Lloyd Prichard had expressed the desire that 
the Report by Mrs. James of the extended Executive Committee on 6 th ,7 th 
October should be considered at the Annual Council. ''

314. INTERNATIONAL CONTROL OR TRANSPORT OF ALL-AIR W^YS AND WATER-
° Mrs. Innes was asked to draft a resolution. on this for the 

Fobrvary Committec, thoquostion of tokinguction having been 'raised 
by Mrs. Duncan Harris.

315. J<S., LORD REPORTED. ON THE FOLLOWING BRANCHES. 
: " IL I j- -—a "* "mm- ------ : — r, 'ri ll— - ■ ; .:: J --ca.

Cambride. At. the Annual Sale a record sul of £46 was raised. 82 
new members joined the Branch during the last two months.

Croydono The wccklyV.E.A. Classes kept the Branch busying concon- tratinconproparation of members to play their part in constructive 
post-war service. A special meeting to discuss policy is being 
planned, and at a Lunch Hour Meeting in Fobrucry - Mrs. Bravshaw will 
both- speaker. A Bring and Buy Stall is to bolcrrancd.m



Glasgow. The Bl’onch isondoavouring to increase its nomborship. 
I good deal of complaconcy among the unthinking is found and "theso 
are the ones we must try to stir up." Monthly nec tings are hold. 
The one in December was on $ Education for Democracy*Si

N > wales. A Conference on Post-uar Reconstruction was hold on 
December 29th and 30th. I. paragraph re Mrs. Pricherc’s adar oss ap
peared in the. Manchester Guardian on Monetary Reform. The Branch 
hopes that consideration of Mrs. Jancs’s memo on tho extondoc E0cu- 
tivoCornittoewillbo given at the Council- Meo tine. The Branch 

would like to know if other Branches are giving time to it.

Manchester. The . Branch is'arranging a Conf e.rence . on. the. sugges 
tions contained- in Mrs. Inncs’slotter(n) Tot G Business inRola- 
tion to Post-lar Sottloront ,‘b) International O-enisation.

- Mar azion Branch has hadnc0 tings duringthoyoar on.China, 
RUs si a and Indi a.

Mrs. Lord would shortly be visiting Reading - Branch, when she 
hoped to see Mrs. Muter Tilson.

The Executive expressed its appreciation of this method of keep 
ing in touch with tho Branches and for the variety of watts in which 
the work of the W.I.L. is being interpreted and the evidence that 
the Branches are getting down to serious study.

The Office Was asked to let the Branches know once more of 
their right to attend Executive Committee Meetings.

316. SUBERnGE SILVER JUBILEE COMMITTEE. Rortod that seven 
Societies are, combining to celebrate' the winning of the vote by 
British women. The first event is to be a Lunch on 6th Tobruary, th 
day on which, 25 years ago, British woman were; first onfranchise. 
Tho Office had ordered six tickets. (3/01) each for sale to W.I.L. 
members. The following - ressed their intention of being present: 
Mrs. Duncan Harris, Mrs. Lord and Miss Harrison.

3170 ^A-TI0HxL PEaCE 'COUNCIL. Report a Conference on the German Ques 
tion on Jnnuary 29th and 30 th in London. Tho four discussions wi 11 
be on (1) the hi storied-background, (2) the economic factors; (3) 
the political issues, nnd (4) the spiritual and psychological"pro
blems. Tickets 2/6d for the whole Conference, c L/-,for individual 
sessions. Irs. Lord hoped to attend and it was agreed to ask Miss 
Haughton if she could attend. AGREED thot a message of synpethy 
should be sent to Miss Houghton in her present illness.

318. EQUAL COMPENSATION EOR WAR INJURY EOR MEN AND 'WOMEN CAMPAIGN 
COMMITTEE. Reported the receipt of a letter fromthiscomittecto 
the Chairman of the women’s Publicity Planning- Association deploring 
any suggestion of militant action to obtain equal compensation, 
which they felt would only serve to alienate the sympathy which has 
boon created in all parts of the country for tho principle of equal 
compensation. "Ihorcmoro, while wo disapprove of, and are indig
nant at, tho Government failure to introduce equal compensation,.
V• are not proporol to use any but constitutional means to rcctifu 
this wrong.” '

THES CONCLUDED THE BUSINESS.
DATE 0E NEXT MEETING, February 3rd at Elat 8, 144 Row. 
from 12. noon to 3 p*m.

MTL.CTFIOMCONSTITUIIONETULSOFTI WL.L,
"Each Branch shall be ntitlod to send one,representative to tho 

Executive Commit toe Mootins with powor to speak, but not to vote, 
the Executive not being responsible for such representatives’ c.‘ 
ponses.” m _



NOMN‘S_INTRNATLONAL_LEAGU

Ninutes of Executive Committee Meeting, February 3rd, 1945, from 
12 noon to 4 p.m. at 144 Southampton Row, Eondon, .C: 1.

PRESENT: Miss Agatha Harrison in the Chair, Mr3o Lloyd Prichard, 
Mrs. McGregor Ross, Mrs. Lord, Mrs. Beesley, Mrs. Bedford, Miss Haughton, Miss Dickinson, Mes. Ballinger, Mrs. Grindley, Miss Rye, 
Mrs* Innes, Mrs. McGregor Wood. Mrs. Castle.

APOLOGIES EOR ABSENCE. M.ss Harrison reported that Mrs. Duncan 
Harris was unable.to be present owing to illness. ' AGREED that 
flowers should be sent tons. Harris with messages of love and 
good wishes for a speedy recovery from the Committee. Miss 
Dickinson very kindly under took tto take thom.

Reported Mrs. Greenwood was sorry she could not attend on 
account of her Mother’s illness. Mrs. Innes undertook to write a 
message of sympathy to. her.

Mrs. Brayshaw was also prevented from attonding.on account 
of illness in her family.

MINUTES Q? MEETING on .January 6th were signed, after the following 
amendments had been madu:-

in Minute 306 on page 1. par. 3. line 6 substitute ’’reconstruc
tion11 for "rocognition," and in the 16th line substitute iroquires 
that” for tshows how.”

319. BUSINESS ARISING:
AGREED that the April Committee should cormenco at 11.30 a.m. 

and to defer other Committee arrangements until the next meeting 
when Mi’s. Duncan Harris hoped to be present.

Reported that no speaker had been 
CONFERENCE ON THE BEVERIDGE REPORT, 
if she would open the discussion at a

secured for the proposed 
AGREED to asl: Irs. Rackham 
meeting in late March.

Reported a letter of appreciation of the help given over the 
draf t Colonial Convention, from the Anti-Slavery and Aborigines 
Protection Society. Spocial thanks were expressed in the letter 
to Mrs. Ross for her detailed comments. Many of the suggestions 
will be inserted in the final draft, copies of which will be sent 
when completed.

Reported formal acknowledgment of letter from Mr. Anthony Eden 
ro Persecution of Jews > The TJovsh Chronicle’ reported the
W.T.L. approach to Mr. Men on the matter. A letter from Frau 
lisar was re-ported suggesting large meetings of such Organisations 
as the Trade Unions, the Co- oporctivo Guilds, the Women’s Organisa
tions and Churches, to voice their protest and to ask the Govern
ment to offer sanctuary to such Jovsas can escape. She further 
suggested that tho W.T.L, do as some other Comittcos of Organisa
tions, i.c. adopt refugee chilron.

Mrs. McGregor Ross suggested the possibility of getting some 
of tho Refugee Jews-from-the Continent to the Argentine where, she 
said, there were large tracts of land owned byJns.

After discussion it was AGREED to consult- the following as to 
the advisability of pressing for the sending of numbers of Jews to 
the Argentine: 1heRoV. W., Simpson, Lord Samuel, Norman Bentich 
and Victor Gollancz, 6C whom a letter of appreciation ghoul d nl so 
be sent for his pamphlet "Lot my People. Go.» AGREED that if the 
information rocsived were favourable a resolution suggesting action 
should be sent to the Branches,

Reported a letter from the Women’s International Zionist Organ
isation stating that a copy of our letter to Mr. Eden, which Wo had



sent then, had been sent to the World Jewish Congress. In V.ev of 
the importance the Congress attached to the lettenis is to he'in
cluded in a publication to be issued shortly» Deep appreciative 
of our action in urging the. Government to save the Jews who can 
escape, was expressed.

It was AGREED to inform Frau Ms ar of the decision of the 
Committee to seek, further information.

3?0.CO-OPITON TO . TXECUTEVE. On the proposal of Mrs. Duncan Harris, 
Ms. Ballinger was elected to 'the Committee.

321. FINANCE. Mrs. Wood plosonted the ..attached Statement of 
accounts, which was aoccpted. shoreporto ontho general finan
cial trend of the League and put befono the Commistoe the sugges
tions she had received and comparisons wth tho proccduro of 
other Societies. .

322. ANNUAL COUNCIL MEETINGS. Full details regarding dates for 
sending in resolutions, etc. had been sent to the Branches and 
members of the Council. The following were appointed to act as the 
Agenda Committee: Mrs. Duncan Harris, Miss Harri son and Mrs, Innes.

The following resolution, drafted by Mrs, Innes, 
for the Council Agenda:-

was adopted

"This Council believes that, in the interests of world organisa
tion for peace, it is essential that former unrestricted interna
tional rivalry in the.air, supported by unlimited sovereign rights, 
should give place to intornationcl co-operation over and organisa
tion of world air services.

It therefore urges the Government in preparation for interna
tional action at the end of the war to initiate at once the invest! 
gations necessary for tho formulation of proposals designed to : 
achievei-

The setting up of an international body for the develop
ment of air transport in such a way that it shall give., 
an oxponding service unhampered by political considora- 
ti ons;

The abolition of all haval and military air forces by in
terna ti onal agrsement;

(3) Adequate international control of all aviation to prevent 
either its misuse for military purposes, or its diversion 
to serve private or sectional, interests.21

Suggestions were made for the main Subject of the Council 
which the Agenda Committee were asked to consider:-

"Is the W.I.L. justifying itself?"
' "Looking- ahead: Our policy and opportuity.*

It was suggested that Branches might be informed that they . 
need not feel bound to send in resolutions, but if they had a real 
sense of urgency on any subject they would, of course, be free to 
do so.

Reported that Birmingham would like to invite., the Council to 
tea on the 14 th April, if Westhill College could manage the., cater
ing. The Committee expressed its thanks and sci d they felt the 
Council would enjoy it very much,-if they were invited.

Reported also that Mi’s. Tovey was willing to organise the 
Bring and Buy Sale again this year during the Council. The Com
mittee gladly accepted this offer and AGTEFD it should behold three 
quarters of an hour before tea on the 15 th (chongod later to 
6.30 p.m. on 14th)



Roportod that Miss Edith Pye and MS. Lloyd Prichard had con
sented to speak at the Public Meeting, April 15th, 6.30 -8p.m. at 
the Fri ends Meeting House, Birmingham. The Bishop,of Birmingham 
had promised to take the Chair. AGREED he should-be given 15 to 
20:minutes. 'The Birmingham Branch offered to find tyo people for 
the votes of thanks.

It Was AGREED to ask Wos thill College, if it .Would be able, 
after the meeting, to provide. something cold, set out on .the tables, 
and hot‘‘drinks instead of a set supper.

The Committee. aGREED Dbo responsible for the ad ver ti si ng of 
the meeting and, Birmingham Branch kindly said they might be able 
to help, if necessary. It was hoped that the Collection would 
cover the expense, if a good audience was secured.

332. ANNUAL REPOR T. M:S. Innes read the draft Annuo Report, 
which was accepted after a few changes and additions had been made.

333. FOOD RELIEF IN EUROPE. Miss Pye reported on the present sit
uation. She suggested that, As the Archbishop of Canterbury would 
be addressing both Houses of Parliament on the subject on February 
17th, the Branches should be invitcd to send letters to their 
Members of Parliament telling them of their concern on the question 
of food relief in Europe' and that they are watching the situation 
very closely, and urging them to attend the meeting in the House. 
Miss Pye also suggested that where Branches are not already in,touch 
with the local Committee-of Women1s Organisations,they should take 
steps to get on to. the Committee as early as possible.

Miss Pye 
written about 
our Branches, 
Brittain know 
known.

drew attention to the new pamphlet Vern Brittain had 
the famine in Europe, and strongly recommended it to 
and for selling at meetings. AGREED to lot Vera 
that we should do all wo could to make the pamphlet

334. BRANCHES Mrs. Lord reported on the following Branches

Cambridge. Has had its Annual Sale and a Lunch at which 73 were 
present. 22 new members have recently joined the W.T.L.

CroydonThrough attendance at weekly W.E.A. classes members are 
preparing themselves to play their part in constructive post-war 
service. A special meeting to discuss W.I.L./is being held; 
also a Bring and Buy Sale. ’r cin
Glasgow. The Branch is endeavouring to increase ,i ts membership. 
Efforts are being made to reach the "unthinking.11 Monthly meet
ings'"are' held.. .

North Wales. A Conference on Post-War Reconstruction was held on 
December 29th and 30th The Branch hopes that Mrs. .Tamns * s memor
andum on the extended Committee .Meeting in October will be con
sidered at the Council Meetings. It would like to know if other 
Branches are studying it. - -

Monchestor. The Branch is arranging a conference on the lines 
suggested in Mrs. Innes letter on "Womon’s Business in relation to. 
Post-War Settlement, and on International Organisation. H-ee-Dna 
delegate^ Wes sent to tho Iorth Wales Conference.. The P.P.U. 
Secretary had invited the Branch ■ to-consider tho possibilities of 
initiating a Manchester compcign for freedom for-India. Wo repre
sentatives were appointed,. Mrs. Lord was speaking at the Annual 
Meeting.’ It had decided to hold several study groups on the 
Beveridge Report,

Livorpoole . IrSo Lord had boon invited to address a meeting a? members 
in February and w|uld also speak to the Childwall Group.



335. NW SHSaTc The following suggestions WorO mcdo:-

An articlo by lrs. Jonos on nThe Troatment of Minorities in the 
Soviet Union, A review of Victor Gollancz’s pcmphlot "Lot N PoopLC. 
Go ,1 c -review of Vera. Brittain*s pamphlot "Onc of those little Onos" 
a paragraph re Fooling of Children — if MisS Bye -would like to write 
one; a paragraph on the ponphlot "The Colonies and Us" written by 
Rita Hindon, - Ers, McGregor Ross.

336. INDTA. Miss Harrison said there was little fresh to report 
save the grave food situation that had arisen d the opportunity it 
provided to rally all effort in Indic to copo with it. The North 
Walos Peace Council, in co-operation with other . Groups end individuals, 
has drafted a Petition that is being circulated throughout Dales 
urging the opening of negotiations. This is to be presented to 
Porlicmont. The Executive Committee warnly congratulated. the nom- 
bers of the Peace' Council. Miss Harrison, soi d that plans wore. 
Under discussion in other orgonisations concerned about India, for 
more effective action through tho country. She would keep the 
Executive inf omed • about those in the-hope that Branches throughout 
the country could co-operate.

337. EXTRA-TERRITORIAL RIGHTS. As Mrs. Duncan Harris had asked for 
this to be put on the Agonda, it was AGREED to defer consideration 
until the next meeting, if she then wishes to raise it.

338. w.I.L.LUNCH MEETINGS. Reported that Mrs. Liba Arbrosovohad 
consented to speak at tho Mooting on February 24th on ’’Germany in 
the Reconstruction of Europe” and Miss Ruth Woodsnail would address 
another Lunch Meeting on March 10th.

339. NEWS FROM ABROAD. Reported Lady Unwin and Miss Balch sent 
greetings to the Cormittoc.

340 NATIONAL PEACE COUNCIL. Miss Harrison said that she thought the 
work the N.P.C. was doing in organising its Conferences at Oxford and 
London very valuable; it was to be congratulated on the way it 
faced burning questions of the day.

341. CORRESPONDENCE. Reported an invitation to. send a representa
tive to a meeting of the Advisory Council of the Equal Compensation 
for War Injury Connittoo on Monday 1st March nt 5 P.m. at 20 Regent 
Street, when the report of the Select Committee to consider the . 
question of equal compensation for civili war injury will be con
sidered. No action was taken.

NoA
.DATE OF NEXT MEETING, Wednesday esei-k 3rd, 11,30 a.m.

STATEIMT OF ACCOUNTS, January 1943. 3.(04 . 2, 3
Receipts - ' * _

Balance on 1st January 203,18.92 Expenditure

Receipts. ....... ....... 65. 1. - Expenditure..........60. 18. 0

Balances: 
Bank// 42. 2.9 

, To Bank....
Petty Cash. .13.11 -74 .
Congress

Fund.... o .65,
Penny-a-’

Took. . » • e .87. 1.4 
__ ________ " 207.15.

£268.13. 94 £268.13. 94

// Earmarked Ponny-C-cek Fund £25. 8. 9. Geneva Subs. £5. 3. 6.



NOMEN’S ■ INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE.

Minutes of Meeting of Executive Committee, Wednesday, March 3rd., 1943, 
at 144 Southampton Row, London, W.C. 1.

PRESENT: Mrs. Duncan Harris in the Chair, Mrs, Lord, Mrs. Ballinger,
Mrs. McGregor Wood., Miss Dickinson, Miss Harrison, Mrs. Castle, Frau 
Hertzka (visitor), Mrs. Innes,.Mrs. Beesley, Miss Haughton, Mrs.
Grindley, Mrs. Brays haw, Mrs. MeGregor Ross, Mrs. Bedford. (Liaison 
Officer).

VIROLOGIES FOR ABSENCE received, from. Mrs . Greenwood , Mrs . . Lloyd Prichard., 
Miss.Pye, Miss Mosa Anderson and Mrs. Garside, from whom a letter was 
read saying she had returned to London, but had been ill in bed for ten 
weeks. , The Committee'asked that a letter of welcome and of sympathy 
in her illness should be sent, to her.

MINUTES' OF MEETING ON FEBRUARY 3rd were, signed, after the following 
amendment had been made, on page 3, last paragraph but one headed 
"Manchester .n Subst it ute "one delegate was sent"for "three delegates 
were sent.” 

542. BUSINESS ARISING•
A.Report was made on arrangements for the Beveridge Report Con

ference - Mrs. Rackham had consented to open the morning, session and 
Mrs, Ridealgh the afternoon session. Swedenborg Hall had been booked.

The programme with a covering letter had been sent to Women’s 
Organisations and many individuals. The Women's Co-operative Guild 
had circularised their London and near London Guilds.

Members of the Executive were asked to help in bringing the Con
ference to the notice of other women's organisations.

. The Committee endorsed the following resolution adopted by the 
National Peace- Council on February 18th-on the Beveridge Plan:-

"The N.P.C. welcomes and supports the Beveridge Report on Social 
Insurance as a practical first step towards the realisation of social 
security for the people of this country. -The Council regards the 
achievement of social security in each country as an essential contri
bution to international peace, easing the tension of the struggle. for 
foreign, markets by stimulating and stabilising home demands arising 
from a better distribution of purchasing power.

The Council, while welcoming the' Government ’ s acceptance of the 
main objective and certain specific recommendations of the Report, 
.regrets the Government‘s decision not to establish forthwith the pro
posed Ministry of Social Security with powersnecessary for making pre
parations. to operate without delay after enactment the measures recom
mended in the Report.

Following on the suggestion that, as apart solution of the Jewish 
Refugee Problem efforts should be made to press for the ..sending of 
numbers to the Argentine, inquiries had been made. Views expressed 
by those consulted were (1) that it is futile to press for sending 
Jews to the Argentine. Since ,1931 the Argentine Government had first 
restricted, and then completely stopped immigration, and until the war 
is over,, there appears tobenottheslightest chance of the ban being 
lifted. (2) that homes should be foundfor Jewish refugees wherever 
available and what is wanted 'id ’that a ‘High Commissioner appointed by 
the United Nations should go by aeroplane to every available place to 
conduct .negotiations with the Governments of other countries, gener
ally survey the ground and soarrange for the settlement of numbers in 
different places.

On
Steinberg

the proposal of Frau Hertzka it was AGREED.-to consult Dr. 
about a proposal for Admitting J ews to Northern Australia,

Mrs. Innes reported that she had written to Miss Eleanor 
Rathbone about getting hospitality for theJewish refugees. She had 
replied that Miss Sibforth, (The Refugee Aliens-Protection Committee,
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30 Malden Lane, .C. 2) is accepting offers of homesand money.
The peace Pledge Union is doig something on the same lines.

Reported that Frau Misar had forwarded a resolution passed by.
the International Co-operative Women’s Guild and.endorsed by the British 
Guild,which expressed deep sympathy with the Jewish people and contained 
a pledge to do everything possible to alleviate the misery of the.women 
and children. It declared that Guildswomen are ready to do all in 
their power to organise temporary hospitality in this country for such 
Jewish children ascan escape unt il their further journey to a permanent 
home canbe ensured. The resolution further supported the motion of 
over 200 M.Ps urging the Government to issue more' permits for Palestine.

343, FINANCE. Mrs, McGregor Wood said that she was- sorry she could 
not giveastatement of accounts for February as the books were with 
Mr. Selby, who had kindly undertaken tp. examine them. The Officers 
had suggested an Honorarium of 29 guineas. The balance in hand was 
£130. 13. 0. ' Mrs. Wood asked that ample time be given to the con
sideration of the whole que st ion of organising the finances of the 
W.I.L. during the Annual Council.

A W.I.L. CZECH FUND'. ‘Mrs. Duncan Harris was sorry that the accounts 
had’ not yet been examined', but she hoped to have them ready shortly for 
the Annual Council. She said that one of the girls had reached the age 
of 15 when she must either have another year’s schooling or have some 
■sort of training. After consideration, on "’the- proposal of Mrs.
Wood, it was AGREED, that £20 to £30 should be used on behalf of the 
girl’s schooling or secretarial training, if necessary.

345 ANNUAL COUNCIL. Resolutions. AGREED Air Aviation, proposed 
by Executive, should be moved by Mrs. Innes, seconded by Miss Haughton.

The Agenda Committee were asked to consider various possibilities, 
including the need for a. urgency resolutions on India; The need for 
a United’Nations Agreement on Post-War Reconstruction; Education.

The need for organising a Campaign for the inclusion .of Women in 
the Peace Conference was also suggested as.a subject for discussion at . 
the Council; and the dividing into Groups to consider Publicity; . 
Internal Organisation and Finance, such Group's to report their findings 
to the Council at a later session.

Mrs. Lord was asked to. open a discussion on Branch and Headquarters 
Organisation.

Miss Harrison suggested the resolutions might be taken on the 
Friday morning.

The Committee were reminded that at the February Committee sug
gestions for Headings for the Council should be either (1) Is the 
W * I • L. justifying itself? (2) Looking ahead: Our Policy-and Oppor
tunity.

1 • . The question of arranging for Reporters■for the Council was 
left to the Agenda Committee.

Public Meeting at Friends'Meeting House, Bull Street, Birmingham, 
April 15th. Arrangements were, well in hand. Suggestions for,'.the 
handbill were given to Mrs. Ballinger, who asked for advice on behalf 
of her Committee.

Westhill College were arranging to.leave cold food on the tables 
and to provide tea (or coffee if milk were available) for delegates 
returning after the Public Meeting.

The Reception of Delegates on April 14th by the Acock's Green 
and Birmingham Branches would take place from 3.30 to 5 p.m.

The Bring and Buy Sale would be on April,14th from 6.30 to 7 p.m.



Suggested that theExecutive might meet from 2 to 3 P.m. on
Friday, -April 16th to deal with the resolutions'adopted.

346 . ' FOOD RELIEF;IN EUROPE . .. Reported : that, the .following. Branches 
had written to their Maps’urging' them to attend the meeting of the 
HouseonFebluary17th when the Archbishop of Canterbury would be 
speaking on Food Relief in Europe: Acock’s Green, Birmingham-, Brighton, 
Cambridge, Edinburgh, Leicester, Manchester, North Vales, Welwyn 
Garden' City, and also several members of the London Congregational 
Union ,Woment s League, which is affiliated- tothe".I.L. hed taken 
similar action. . . ...

3417. INDIA.. Mrs. Duncan Harris reported that she. had represented 
• the' W. I. L.on a deputation that waited on Mr. Amery on February... 24th, 
to ask for the release of Mr. .Gandhi. She had spoken definitely in 
thename of the W.I..L. as a women’s organisation which was deeply con- 
earned about’ India. Vr. Amery listened courteously to all 'that was
said,, but it was clear that the‘Government were not' prepared to make 
any concessions. ....

ThoK.P.C. had sent out to a wide, circle of people, including 
allM.Ps a statement on the Indian Crisis, issued by the India Con
ciliation Group (Statement filed with Minutes). ThetW sent
it to Branches with a note saying Miss Harrison would be glad- if they 
could make use of it.

Miss Dickinson, reported a meeting, of the. Liaison Group and 
said: that they were awaiting news from India before, issuing another 
India Bulletin, and that Mrs. Corbett Ashby had addressed a letter to 
Mr. Amery cn behalf of the Group urging that facilities for consulta
tion with Mr. Gandhi and Congress leaders be given.

. Miss Harrison reviewed the situation that had arisen since 
the«last Executive and the-present position. She was asked to pre
pare a statement to be.circulated to the Branches as a guide for , 
future motion (this will fullow later) .

348 .NENS FROM ABROAD. Mrs. Innes reported letters from Fraulein 
Heymann and Gertrud Baer. 'The latter is printing "The Message to 
All Women” in her International Letter. Fri. Heymann had referred to 
the proposal made by Mrs. Corbett Ashby for a Women’s International 
Conference after the War. ■. There was a great deed to keep our minds, 
alert for making possible contacts with the European and other coun
tries for post-war relief-, measures for whichare stimulating people 
from other countries residing in this country.

The need for women to be members of the Peace Conference was 
urgent - including women from ’enemy’ countries. " It was rep orted 
that the following M.Ps had weited on Mr. -Attlee in a deputation. 
They had appealed that women should be . taken into . equal partner
ship and given a better representation om the various Government 
Committees that are framing proposals for post-war reconstruction:- 

Viscountess Astor, Lady Aspley, Dr. Summerskill, Mrs. Cazlet 
Keir, Mrs. Tate and. Miss Irene Ward, who headed the deputation.

After consideration it was AGREED that a letter should be sent 
to these women M.Ps assuring .’them of the. support of the. W.I.L. in 
any movement for making sure that women will be included in discus- 
sions before and at the Peace Conference. AGREED also that this 
matter should come before the Council in April. 7 ..A was
made that this might form the subject of another Conferenceof 
women’s organisations and that it should be brought before the 
delegates at the Beveridge Report Conference. AGREED to consult the 
members of the ad hoc Committee as to whether this proposal would 
meet with their approval.
349. COLONIES. Mrs. Ross reported that a newConstitution adopted 

by the British Government had been offered to Jamaica, which was . 
considered as an epoch-making event. It gives adult suffrage, it 
creates three different Counc ils, butit does not give self-Government 
and the Government has the power to veto Bills. The people of
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Jamaica appear to be pleased.with it. Schemes for social and economic 
improvements have been drawn up by Sir Frank Stockdale in a White 
Paper.

Mrs* Ross thought an interesting article .for the News Sheet
could be written on the-subject which should include something of Sir 
Frank Stockdale's Report.

After consideration it was AGREED toask Dr,Harold Moody
if he would write (or suggest someone else to write) a paragraph on 
the Jamaican Constitution and a longer article- on How the Development 
Fund is being used in the West Indies. Failing Dr. Moody Dr. Rita 
Hinden and Miss Una Marson were to be asked, in turn.

Reportedthat the Colonial Office states that a Colonial Social
Welfare Advisory Committee.,has been appointed by the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies to deal with problems- affecting social welfare of 
the inhabitants in the Colonies.' There were , no representatives from 
the. Missionary Societiesonit,and it was suggested that .the Colonial 
Office should invite them to nominate someone'to serve on this Gov
ernment Committee, Vrs. Russ undertook, on behalf of the Committee, 
to consult The Rev. Ms Grace about this omission and to ask him if 
the Missionary Societies wanted-’to get on to the Committee, and if t‘ 
so should we make representations to the Government?

Mrs. Ross and Miss Dickinson AGREED to represent the W.I.L. at
the British Commonwealth League Conference on Ideals of Colonial Ad
ministration, at the Alliance Hall, Palmer Street, S.W. 1 on 6th 
March.

350. . NEWS SHEET. Mrs.. Innes reported (1) that Mrs. James would write 
an article on "Minorities in Russia" for the April News Sheet, (2) 
that Mrs.'Lloyd Prichard had suggested (a) A Commemorative Suffrage 
Number and that Mrs. Pethick Lawrence should be asked to write her 
personal reminiscences of the struggle of the Suffragists, linking it 
wit ht the birth • oft he ..International Women’s Movement which came out of 
it, (b) an issue on the general Women's Movement in other countries. .

It was AGREED to ask Mrs. Pethick Lawrence to write an article
as proposed, and to ask Miss Ruth Woodsmall, the General Secretary of 
the World Y. W.C.A. who had been in different countries fairly recently, 
to write on the Women’s Movement in other Countries, but not to devote 
a whole issue to .either subject. .

Mrs... Lloyd Prichard was to be informed, of the decision of 
the. Committee.

351. BRANCH ACTIVITIES, reported by Mrs. Lord:-

S.W. London has decided to keep the Branch, going'and Mrs. Best 
has agreed to act as Secretary. The group hope to meet monthly and 
discuss items of interest in the News Sheet.

Birmingham. It was with great regret the Branch accepted the 
resignation of Mrs. Bagnall, who-as President has given such whole
hearted devotion to the welfare of the Branch. "At the Annual Meet
ing Mrs. Barnes' (wife of the Bishop) was elected President and Mrs. 
Ballinger, Chairman. Mrs. Ballinger was co-opted a member of London 
Executive at the February meeting. A very interesting discussion on 
Branch activities followed the business at the.Annual Meeting as Mrs. 
Ballinger, felt that the Committee was not sufficiently in touch with 
the members. It was decided to have four meetings a year for members 
only: & summer garden party, a winter social, a meeting for discus
sion and the "Annual Meeting. A resolution on India in connection 
with Mr. Gandhi's fast was sent to Mr. Churchill, Mr. Amery, Sir 
Stafford Cripps and the twelve Birmingham M.Ps.

North Wales. The Committee sent a resolution to the Government 
deploring the present treatment of the Jews in. Europe and urging that 
every possible step be taken to secure their safety.



AS a practical gesture in implementing this resolution the Com
mittee. wishes to offer hospitality to 2 adults- and 2 small children 
in their Refugee House at. Llanfairfechan, the Committee' undertaking 
financial responsibility until the end .of the war.

The financial relationship of Branches to Headquarters was dis
cussed as was also the layout of the new W.I.L, leaflet.

The;Committee also heard with interest of the progress of the 
India Conciliation Petition. '240 . places in Waleshave responded 
and the signatures number approximately 4,000.

Manchester. Certain important letters had.been sent out by 
the-Officers.of the Branch.. One to the Foreign Secretary askirg 
for speedy action in rescuing persecuted Tews. Another to the Minis
ter of War deploring the action of stopping D.N. Britt from lectur
ing. to the troops and another from the Manchester Branch of the W.I.L. 
to a meeting of Czech Slovakian women in London. It was decided 
tosupport a public meeting for Indian Freedom in conjunction with 
other bodies. A suggestion to hold a public meeting .on Anti- 
Vansittart ism was agreed; to and it was decided to hold such a meet
ing on March 27th. All the Manchester and Salford M.Ps had been 
written to drawing their attention to the meeting on February 17th 
when the Archbishop of Canterbury was to address a joint meeting of 
both Houses of Parliament on.Food Relief to Europe.

Mrs. Lord spoke of her visit to' Manchester and'the W.I.L. 
Groups at Whitefield and Cheadle Hulme.. She had also visited Liver
pool and the mewly formed froup at Childwall. She wished to record 
her thanks for this opportunity of meeting so many members of the 
W.I.L. family.

The Secretary of the Warrington Branch attended the Man
chester meeting and asked Mrs. Lord to send a precis of her address 
which might be read at the Warrington Annual Meeting.

352, EQUAL COMPENSATION FOR WAR INTURY TO MEN AND WOMEN. ' A written 
report was received from.Mrs. Humble who, on behalf of the W.I.L. . 
attended a meeting of the above to consider the Select Committee’s 
Report on Equal Compensation. The Committee asked, that its thanks 
should be conveyed to Mrs. Humble for her excellent report.

353, LUNCH MEETINGS. Reported that on February 24th Mrs. Ambrosova 
had addressed a meeting.of 60 people. Miss Pye had taken the Chair 
in the absence of Freda White, who was prevented from attending owing 
to illness.

A meeting on March 10th was tobe addressed by Miss Ruth Wood
small on "Trends in Post-War Thinking." Dame Katharine Furse was 

taking the Chair.
A' series of meetings on Education from various points of view 

was suggested, but it was AGREED to... leave arrangements over until after 
the Council Meetings.

Mrs. Ballinger raised the question of Branch affiliation to 
the N.C.C.L. She was informed that the Committee had, on previous 
occasions! considered that co-operation rather than affiliation was 
the wiser course to take.

354. - ABYSSINIA ASSOCIATION. / The Commi ttee appo inted Mis s Dickins on 
to attnd the Annual Council Meeting of the Abyssinia Association on 
11th March. She was also nominated for the Council.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING, Wednesday April 7th, 11.30 at 14b Southampton 
Row, . C . 1.



WOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE. '

Minutes of Meeting, of Executive Committee, Wednesday, April 7th, 1943, 
from 11 a.m. to 4 pom, at Flat 8, 144 Southampton Row, London, Wec. 1.

Before commencing the business on the Agenda Mrs. Duncan Harris 
made reference to the death of Mr. Lawrence Binyon and Sir Alfred 
Baker. Mrs. Inno’s letter to Mrs. Binyon was endorsed and, it was 
agredd she should be asked to send a letter of sympathy to Korleen 
Baker.

PRESENT: Mrs. Duncan Harris in the Chair, Mrs., Bellinger, Mrs. 
Grindley, Miss'" Anderson, Miss Harrison, Mrs. Castle, Mrs. Beesley, 
Mrs. Lord, Miss Haughton, Miss Pye, Mrs. Innes, Mrs. Bedford. (Liaison 
Officer), Miss Dickinson. N"H‘S~A Wco

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE received from Mrs. McGregor Ross, Mrs. T.7nyd 
Prichard, Mrs. Greenwood and Mrs. Brayshaw.

MINUTES OF MEETING on March 3rd were signed, having previously been 
circulated.

355, BUSINESS ARISING. Reported that .on the suggestion of Mr. Barrs 
\ Davies,the Workers' International League had been asked if they could 
see their way to using their full title in order to avoid confusion 
as our attention had"been drawn to the fact that they were using the 
W.I.L. initials. The Secretary had replied that inview of the fact 
that our organisation was formed long in advance of theirs, they had 
decided to comply with our request and they would endeavour as far as 
possible to use their full title on all occasions. Mrs. Innes had 
sent a letter of thanks in reply..

MrS. Duncan Harris and Miss Haughton reported on the Beveridge 
Report Conference at. Swedenborg Hall, London, Saturday, April 3rd 
when about 120 women had attended, most of whom had been sent by ‘ 
women s organisations-. Mrs. Rackham and Mrs. Ridealgh had made ex- 

ellent resumes of the Report and the discussions were very good. At 
the close of the meeting the following resolution was adopted nem. 
con.- This Conference of Women, meeting in London on Saturday,

April 3rd, 1943, declares its general support for the pro
posals of the Beveridge- Report, but urges that the scheme 
forchildren is allowances should include payment for the 
first child and should be implemented forthwith, and press
es for the consideration of benefits for housewives.

It oIso urges, in. particular, the immediate establ i shrierit 
of a Ministry of Social Security."

It was. AGREED that the resolution should be sent to Sir William- 
Beveridge and the proper Government quarters.

The Conference augmented the cormi ttee which had arranged the 
meeting and asked it to consider the arrangements for another Gon_ 
ferenco to consider how best to work for the inclusion of women as 
official delegates in all steps, taken in the making of Peace and of 
Heconstruction. The question of a Public Meeting was considered 
Dut.it.WaS agreed that a Conference was needed first.. It was agreed 
thet.the next Conference should be self-supporting and Mrs. Duncan’ 
Harris undertook to pass this on to the ad hoc Committee.

With regard to the deputation of Women M.Ps to Mr. Attlee, at 
Which.itWas, urged that women should be taken into equal partnership 
4nd.6iven,a better representation on" the various Government Committees that are framing proposals for post-war reconstruction, - we had sug! 
gested that in any future approach it should.definitely be urged that 
wqmen.should.servein official opacity on tho Pehce “Conreront.
letter on 8th sayorious The following had replied to our

Miss Irene Ward, who said that she knew her colleagues would agree 



with the last paragraph in its entirety and hoped they would be 
strong enough in their representations to onsuro such a result;

Dr« Edith Summerskill, Mrs. Mavis Tate, who had sent formal ac
knowledgments ;

Mrs. Cazalet Keir, who will, bear in mind what we said,

Lady Astor, who will do everything in her power to see that women 
are represented on all Reconstruction Committee and also at the 
Peace Table. She had been urging this for a long time and will do 
anything she can to help.

Lady Apsley had made a note of our suggestion.

356. FINANCE. The attached Statement of Accounts was adopted. Mrs. 
Wood reported that Cambridge had sent a donation of £10 to Head
quarters. She again emphasised the importance of the Executive tak
ing the finances seriously. The.: subscriptions so far received for 
the first three months of this year were exactly half of the total 
amount last year. These months usually yield the bulk of the sub
scriptions. Others.will doubtless come in later /but there is urgent 
need to put the.funds on a sound financial basis. She; would like the 
support of the Committee in proposals she wished to put forward at 
the Council as.Hon. Treasurer. She proposed that Branches (1) should 
start a campaign to get members to give one pound a year to Head
quarters as Friends of Headquarters; (3) should be asked for a 
definite quota each year, the amount to be fixed by Headquarters (on 
a membership ksis): ,(3) should make a point of special money
raising efforts? - The Committee approved of Mrs. Wood’S proposals.

Mrs. Wood said that allied to the question of finance is that 
of publicity and she would like to see membership cards printed. 
She. would also like to see a Finance Committee and a Publicity 
Committee functioning regularly.

At the first meeting of the new Executive in London'it was, 
agreed-to appoint a Finance Committee and a Publicity Committee and 
to consider appointing any of the other Committees which were in • 
existence at the., outbreak of war.

357. COUNCIL MEETINGS. Reported the arrangements were well in hand. 
The final Agenda, etc. had been sent to Branches and other dele- 
gates. The arrangements for the public meeting were,well in hand. 
An Agenda for the meeting was drafted which., allowed 15/30 minutes 
for the Bishop of Birmingham, 25 for Miss Pye and 20 for Mrs., Lloyd 
Prichard. It was agreed that Mrs. Wood should make a brief state
ment about the work of the W.I.L. just before the Collection and 
that Mrs7. Duncan Harris should make an appeal for new members imme
diately after Mrs. Lloyd Prichard. The Vote of Thanks was to be 
given by a Birmingham Member and seconded by a member from Acock’s 
Green,

Mrs. Berwick Sayers was .to be asked if she would write an . 
article for the News Sheet, giving general impressions of the Coun- 
cil. Mrs. Innes- and Miss Haughton agreed, to report the proceedings. 
Agreed’that Press reporters should not be invited but. that a note 
on resolutions adopted should be sent to the Press.

who gave
358. BRANCH REPORTS BY MRS, LORD? an interesting account of activi-. 
ties. She felt strongly, however, that the members of the Branches 
were not in close enough touch with their Committees and she would 
like to see every individual member playing a part in the work of 
the Branch,

359. INDIA? Miss Harrison reported on the present position. She 
referred to the publication of the White Paper; the debates in the 
House; and the abandonment of the moderate leaders’ talk with the 
Viceroy and said they served to show, the mind of the Government.



All doors seemed to be closed. It wa.s agreed that the urgency reso
lution on India for the Council meetings snould include reference to 
the publication of the White Paper, which presented a case for the 
prosecution only. It was reported that Mrs. Lenkoster had heard 
from India that the Hon. Secretary of the All India Women’s Conforonce 
(Mrs,Mohta) had been arrested.

360. RESCUE OF JEWS FROM NAZI TERRORISM. Mrs. Duncan Harris and 
Miss Anderson reported on meetings of a Conference they had attended 
on behalf -of the W.I.L at the House of Commons. A cable had been 
sent to Mr, Eden in Washington as follows:-

’’With reference forthcoming^ Anglo-American Conference on messacres 
of Jews and others by Nazis we assure you of the fullest support of 
public opinion in this country for treating problem as one of extreme 
urgency calling for immediate and boldest measures of rescue. British 
conscience so deeply stirred that country prepared for any sacrifice 
consistent with not delaying victory. We hope" .that the great oppor
tunity afforded by your visit may be used for the speedy"achievement 
of definite results.”

The cable was signed by religious leaders, members of the two 
Houses of Parliament,, many Lord Mayors, Members of the Council of 
the Royal Society and other Scientific.Leaders, Heads of 'Oxford and 
Cambridge Colleges, Heads of other University Bodies, Trade Union 
Leaders, Organisations, including the W.I.L. and many leading men 
and women.

Mr.Eden cabled back thanks for the cable, saying he would be 
grateful if the signatories were informed that the matter was re- 
cciving his urgent attention.

Miss Anderson reported that.arrangements were, being made for an 
Anglo-American Conference to consider the question of relief if or 
the Jews, to be held at Bermuda. The Committee suggested that at the 
next meeting in the House (which was being held that day-, April 7th) 
Miss Anderson should try to put forward the suggestion that the 
South American countries and the Dominions should be invited to send 
representatives -to the Conference. Miss Indorson said that Miss 
Rathbone had drafted a programme for rescue measures.

It was reported that Victor Gollancz had printed an Addendum, 
to "Lot my People Go."

Mrs. Duncan Harris reported' on an interview she had had With 
Mrs. Essensohn on behalf of Dr. Stoinbefg, who was in Australia, on 
the proposal to settle Jews in Northern Australia, or at least to 
send out a pioneer bond in the hope that later many Jews would be 
allowed to settle there after the war.

After discussing the project it was agreed to ask Mr. Norman 
Eentwich if he could tell us anything about it; if it were feasible, 
and if, in his opinion,'it was a matter on which public opinion 
should be informed with a view to getting a Long-term project, there
by facilitating the reception of refugees in countries of first. ‘ 
refuge. Agreed that if his reply were favourable we should ask 
Mrs. Zangwill if she would'write an article for the News Sheet at 
sone time. Agreed also to rak the Secretary of our Australian Sec
tion, Miss Eleanor Moore, if she could give us their opinion on the 
subject... -

361. COLONIES. Mrs.. limes reported that a letter has just been re
ceived from Mrs. McGregor Ross enclosing a draft Letter, to the Sec
retary of State for the Colonies on the newly appointed Advisory. 
Cormnittee On Social Services in the Colonies. In the letter she 
had asked if it would bo possible for the appointment to the Con- 
mittee of two or three other nembers having first-hand experience 
of Africa. The Committee agreed that Mrs. Ross should be reminded 
that they had in mind the whole of the Colonies and not only of



Africa, and asked if she would amend her letter accordingly? Mrs. 
Harris and Mrs.' Innes were left to act on behalf of the Committee on 
hearing from Mrs. Ross again.

362. FOOD RELIEF. Miss Pye reported on the present situation and re
ferred to the appeal of M. Hubert Pierlot, Belgian Prime Minister, 
for the sending of dried milk to the Belgian children, made at a Press 
Conference called by the Famine Relief Committee on March 19th, and 
in Parliament Rear Admiral Beamish asked if there was any intention 
of granting M. Pierlot’s request. The reply was in the negative.
The Famine Relief Committee is considering a National Campaign. Miss 
Pyo drew attention to the Council resolution on Famine Relief and 
said that on a technical point what was required both from the British 
Government and from U.S.A* was permission to send dried milk, etc. 
into Occupied Europe and not ’navicerts.* This would be noted at the 
Council,

363. LIAISON COMMITTEE 0WQMEN*S INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS.

Mrs. Innes reported that this Comrittea was urging its Constituent 
Members to redouble their efforts (1) to make the status of women a 
political issue;.(2) to press for the full representation of women, 
both in the permanent administrations of their countries and in all 
national and international bodies set up for the planning, and (3) 
to give the widest publicity to the present situation in order to 
arouse women to press for equal citizenship; (4) to press for the abo
lition of all disabilities placed upon women which still exists in 
their own country. Mrs. Innes expressed regret that no one had been 
found able to attend the meetings of the Liaison Committee on behalf 
of the W.I.L.P.F., as she felt it was doing good work. Mrs. Grindley 
undertook to attend meetings whenever possible and Miss Zirnern was 
to be informed of this.

364. NEtS FROM ABROAD. Mrs. Duncan Harris reported that Miss Wood- 
snall, Secretary of the World Y.W.C.A. is taking a letter from her
self to Miss Dorothy Detzer an-M-ss-Herrisom, Agreed to ask her 
to take greetings from the Committee to Dorothy Detzer and to Gertrud 
Baer.

Mrs. Innes reported (1) that the Canadian Section had reprinted 
our Message to Wonen and was sending it out widely; (2) that she, as 
one of the International Chairman, had received a cable from our 
Swedish Section inviting the next Congress to Stockholm, Agreed to 
send thanks for the invitation, which was the first to be received, 
and gratitude for their forward-thinking plans.

a
Miss Dickinson reported that the Associated Country Women of the 

World had sent us/a copy of a Message from the National Organisation 
of Greek Women to the Free Women of the World which had been smuggled 
out of Occupied Greece. Among other things the Message urged that 
all women should unite in insisting upon the creation of a new world 
free from wars and destructions; a world based upon the freedom of 
the individual and on social anduniversel justice. Miss Dickinson 
also reported that the replies to this Message are to be translated 
into Greek and broadcast by the B.B.C. on their broadcasts to Greece. 
Agreed to reply that they would be glad to know that the W.I.L. had 
been working for many years to secure these aims, and to send our 
greetings.

365. LUNCH MEETINGS, Agreed that future Lunch meetings should, if 
possible, deal with the Jewish question and also the International 
Control of air and sea transport.

366. NATIONAL PEACE COUNCIL. The following agreed to represent the 
W.I.L. on the N.P.C. for 1943-1944:- Miss Haughton, Mrs. Lord, 
Mrs. Duncan Harris and Miss Harrisons.

367 • REPORTS OF MEETINGS OF OTHER SOCIETIES. Mrs. Crosfiela sent a



report of the Conference on Regulation 33B, called by the Associa- 
tion for Moral and Social Hygi ene, oh March 19 th, at which 46 
Socioties were represented, including the W.L.Le Mrs. Lord, also 
reported.

Miss Dickinson reported on the British Commonwealth League Con
ference on Ideals of Colonial Administration.

Reported the publication by the Bombing Restriction Committee 
of a new pamphlet "Stop Bombing Civilians In Agreed to ask Mrs. Innes 
to mention it in the News Shco t.

Agreed to ask Miss Smith, one, of our London Members, if she 
would represent the W.I.L- at the Civic Reception and the Public 
Sessions of the Annual Conference of the N.U.WT. on April 27th/29th 
in the Great Hall, British Medical .Association-House;, Tavistock Square

Reported an invitation from Mr. Caradog Jones to send a representa- 
ti7a to a meeting (date not fixed) to discuss the formation of an 
Advisory Council of the British People, whose function would be to 
see that policies advocated and actions taken within the British 
Commonwealth of Nations are consistent with the Welfare of the 
World as a whole and are not directed to the selfish ends of sec
tional interests.

THIS CONCLUDED THE BUSINESS.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING. Wednesday, May 5th 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
Flat 8, 144 Southampton Row, London, W.C.

OL-—--
________ . . -a-___________________ 4 .

STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS FOR MARCH, 1945.

RECEIPTS. EXPENDITURE.

Balances on March 1st:- Postage...................... 8. 3. 6
Office Expenses................. 1. 2

Bank........................  42 Insurances (State’9/ld and
Petty Cash.............' 4.15. 54 War Damage 10/-) ... .................. 19. 1
Congress Fund............. ..... 65. - Geneva Subscriptions......... 5. 3. 6
Penny-.-Week Fund.. •..., 87. 1. 4 Rent.. .....................................................15. -

325.19. Salary. ................ 22. 10.-
Subscriptions. •..316. 6. 6 Meetings........................  .   7.3.-
Donations........19. 5. - Lighting and Heating......... 3.9,1
Bring & Buy Sale 1. - News Sheets.................. 5. 2. 6
News Sheets...... 3.13. 3 a Fares............... .. ............. ...........  2. 4.10
Literature.............. 3. -.10 Telephone...................2. 6
Affiliation Fees. It - Literature............... 3.15, 3
Penny-a-WeekFund 3.15. 8 Stationery................... 5.16. -
Meetings...................12. 7. 1 AudiU...................... ............  2.12. 6

80. 8.4 83. 1.11
Balances:'------------- _

Bank.............;152. 9.103
Petty Cash........ 5.16. 64
Congress Fund..... 65. -
Penny-a-Weelc Fund 119.19. 2

333. 5. 71

£40 6. 7. 62 £406. 7. 6-*±





WOMEN’S INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE«

Minutes of Meeting of Executive Committee, Wednesday, May 5th, 
1945, at Flat 8, 144 Southampton Row • London, WC• 1.
PRESENT! Miss Harrison, Miss Dickinson, Mrs. Bedford, Mrs. Lord, 
•Miss Haughton, Mrs. McGregor Wood, Dr. Scott, Mrs. Beosley, MisSen 
Burton, Mrs. Grindley, Mrs. Lloyd Prichard, Mrs Innos, Mrs. Duncan 
Harris, Mrs. Ballinger, Miss Anderson, Mrs. McGregor Ross.

MRS. MCGREGOR WOOD TOOK THE CHAIR at the common cment of the meet- 
ing until the appointment of the Chairman for the new year.

368. APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRMAN . MRS. DUNCAN HARRIS was unanimously 
appointed.

369. APPOINTMENT OF VICE CHAIRMEN; Miss Agatha Harrison and Mrs. Ross 
were appointed; Mrs. Castle was also appointed, subject to her 
consent.

370. DATE QF FUTURE MEETINGS. THE FIRST WEDNESDAY in the month was 
agreed upon.

371. APPOINTMENT OF SU! CGLUTTTES. The following were appointed:-

Finanoo ■ Mrs. Wood, Mrs. Beosley, Mrs. Bellinger, Mrs. Bedford.

Publicity. Mrs. Innes, Miss Haughton, Mrs. Berwick Sayors (subject 
t----------- to consent), Mrs. Ross, Dr. Scott and Miss Dickinson.

Organisation. Mrs. Lord, Mrs. Castle (subject to consent), Mrs. 
Lloyd Prichard, Miss Burton, Mrs. Grindloy.

India and colonies. Miss Harrison, Miss Andor son, Miss Diokinson 
-----—:------Mrs. Ros’s, Mrs. Lloyd Prichard, Miss Burton and Dr.Scott.

AGREED that the Finance, Publicity and Organisation Committees . .
should meet for half an hour immediately after the half hour ’picnic1 
lunch on Executive Committee days, and the India end Colonies 
Committee on the first Tuesday evening of the month.

372. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Mrs. Berwick Sayers, Mrs* 
Castle, Mrs. Brayshaw and Mrs. Malcomson. A letter was read from 
Mrs. Greenwood regretfully resigning from the Exocvtive owing to 
overwhelming domestic difficulties. The Committee felt the resig* 
nation must be accepted and AGREED that a letter should be sent to 
Mrs. Greenwood expressing sympathy in her difficulties and the hope 
that when ci r cams tan oe s permitted she would return to the Committee.

373. MINUTES OF MEETING ON APRIL 7th were signed, after substituting 
in Minute 364 News from Abroad 1st par. 3rd lino "Gortrud Baer” for 
”Miss Harrison." In the same Minute 3rd par. 2nd line add the 
words "at her request” after ”had sent us.”

374. REPORT OF AD HOC COMMITTEE OF WOMEN’S ORGANISATIONS to consider 
organising a Women’s Conference for the inclusion of women as 
official delegates in all steps taken in the making of peace, and 
of reconstruction. Mrs. Duncan Harris reported that the Com
mittee had agreed:-

(1) that a preliminary small Conference should be held of repre
sentatives from National Organisations, but not from Branches 
of National Organisations, and that organised groups of women 
of other nations in this country should be invited to give the 
name of one of their number who could be invited to share in 
the deliberations.

(2) to try to get support for the Conference of prominent women 
as Sponsors. Mrs. Pethick Lawrence, Mrs. Tate, M.P., Mrs. 
Ganley, Mrs. Haslett, Mrs. Hawse and Mrs. Malone are being 



appro ached.

(3) that the Conference must be self-supporting and that Orgen- 
isations should be asked to contribute towards the initial

J expenses of it;

(4) that a letter should be sent to organisations asking them 
to appoint delegates and to meko a contribution.

Mrs. Duncan Harris said that on behalf of the W.ToL. she had offered 
of f ice accommodation for organising the Conference, and that Miss 
Pearson of the National Uni on of Women Teachers had promised tem
porary help with the work, though she could not undertake to act as 
Secretary, to the Committee. Additional clomi cal help would be noc- 
essary.

It was .also reported that the receipts for 'the Beveridge Report 
Conference were £9.19.31 and the approximate .expenses,(excluding : 
rent, telephone and- secretarial services) were £10.10.6d. The £10 
advanced by the W.I.L. would be returned to itsReservo Func, less 
the.ll/3d not covered. 

t 4 • o). ’

At the conclusion of Mrs. Harris’s report it was AGREED, that 
the W.I.L. should make a grant of £101.0 , towards the expenses of 
the Conference.

375. ANNUAL COUNCIL MEETINGS,April 1943. Raportecthat the Council 
resolutions had been sent out to the proper quarters and thirtyone 
acknowledgments had been received, including formal letters from the 
Government Departments. The Chief Pabbi (Dr. J.H. Hertz) in send
ing thanks for the resolution on the Persecution of the lews, said:-

"In this terrible hour inIsrael's agony, when a sentence of 
death has been pronounced upon the entire Jewish population 
on the Continent, the deepfelt sympathy of our countrymen with, 
the victims doomed to torture and butchery restores our faith 
in humanity.

May God grant that the Resolutions of Protest which are now 
being passed by so many important bodies throughout the .land, 
will overcome the inertia of those who alone have the power to 
initiate the great work of human salvage that will keep in life 
at least those who might escape from the Nazi Inferno,”

Reports, of the Council and of the Public Meeting in Birmingham 
appeared in the Manchester Guardian, Birmingham Gazette, Birmingham 
Mall.-, Birmingham Post and the nFriend.t

an the afternoon Miss Anderson suggested that the W.I.L. should 
organise a Petition on the lines of the Council resolution on the 
Peace Terms. The Committee welcomed the suggestion and Miss Ander- 
son was asked to draft a preamble to the resolution for the consid
eration of the Officers. Material to be circulated to the Execu
tive Members before the next meeting of the Committee.

It was also proposed and agreed that London Headquarters mem
bers should be-invited to a meeting to be held this month to hoar 
about the Council Meetings.. . AGREED to invite the two Belgian mem
bers (Madame Blum and Mdllo, Dejardin, now in London to attend.

. Attention was drawn to the NcP.C. Appeal for a new Declara
tion of the Allied Peace Lins, signed by 50 representative persons, 
sent to Mr Churchill-, Mr. Edon and to the. Foreign Ministers or 
Ambassadors in London of all the Allied" Governments Thi s nad been 
signed by Mrs, Duncan Harris.



’376 FINANCE. Mrs. McGregor Wood presented the stateent.T 
ACABkp"tnat‘n future Statements the ear-marke4 money for the 
gross and the Penny-a-Weck Fund should be omit tod.

Rcoounts. 
Con-

sug- 
affi-

g_-g to the Council’s acceptanco of the Branch quota 
suggestion, she asked permission to send a lottert Branches 
sting fees S 3d per mmberper onnum, and recomnendingthorais- ing ofth^quotaroyPmeans of "Friends of Headquarters" who would 
pay £1 a year, and by special money-raising efforts.

Mrs. Wood said she would be willing to send.elettor.of phenks 
to vry ’Friend of Headquarters.' Sho asked cthet special Fox 
posteards might be printed for the purpose. AGREED.

Mrs. Beesley suggested that several Branch momoers might join 
together and be known as “Composite Friends. AGREED.

AGREED member ship cards should also be printed.

It was reported that the Penny-a-Wock Fund nov 
2128, 14. 5.

amounted to

to the Execu-377. RESCUE .OF JEWS FROM NAZI TERRORISM^ In reply 
tive’s letter about Dr. Steinberg’s proposal for a settlomantof. 
Jewish refugees in the Kimberleys in Northern Australia, Nr; Norman 
/Rintwiah had replied that the scheme had received considerable sup no^fTbrn the Government people in Australia and some support from 
^few Jewish loaLrs in this country but has, nat.md.ctorgqbnok- 
ing from the general body of Jews. He thought the destruction of 
the Jews in Europe must affect the schemes of settlement for the 
Jews from Europe which were being pursued before the War•Thos,, who 
survive will not be fit to go out as pioneers in undeveloped areas; 
Asmany as possible will want to get to Palestine and the rest will 
have to be reintegrated into the life of Europe. He did not think 
there was a strong'case for stressing the demand for a pioneer bond 
to go out to Australia now, to prospect, and ho thought it would be 
misleading public opinion if there were to be propaganda about it

In the light of this letter it was AGREED not to pursue the 
natter for the present, but a few nombers of Comittee agreed 
to invite Mrs. Essensohn to meet then at tea.

Reported a letter from Wilfred Roberts, M.P., Hon. Treasurer 
of the National Cornittoo for Rescue from Nazi Terror, say1ne that 
the Cormittee has decided to launch a nation-wide campaign to en
sure the continuation of public sympathy and interest, and asking 
the W.I.L. if it could meko a contribution towards the cost of runn
ing on office for the next six months. AGREED to make a grant of 
£1. AGREED that Miss Andorson should represent the W.I.L. on the 
National Conmitteefor Rescue from Nazi Terror.
378. COLONIES. Reported that no acknowledgment had been receive, 
from the Secretary of State for the Colonies to our letter of 27th 
April suggesting that two or three additional members with first 
hand experience of Colonial life, should be appointed to the Ad
visory Committee on Social Services in the Colonies.

Mrs. Ross said that the Rev. Mens Grace would appreciate a 
copy of the reply from the Colonial Secretary. aGREED to send him 
one when it came.

Reported also that the National Peace Council sent a letter 
on third May to the High Commissioner of South Africa expressing 
its concern over the passing of the recent legislation in the 
South African Parliament affecting Indians resident in South Africa.



It was AGREED te let the National Peace Council know that the 
Executive appreciated the letter and to ask if we could have a copy 
of the reply from the High Commissioner.

379. INDI-, Miss Harrison reported the recent developments in India 
since the Council Meetings, e.g. the legislation passed by the South 
African Parliament, the decision of the Federal Court and the refusal 
of the Government of India-for Mr. Phillips to see Mr. Gandhi and 
Mr. Nehru before he went to the United States of America.

. In regard to the India Memorial Mrs. Pothick Lawrence 
had said she would sponsor this and had approved the draft that had 
been based on the resolution passed at the Council Meeting. It was 
decided that this should not be a mass Memorial, but one signed by 
influential women in public lifo.-

380. FUTURE LUNCH MEETINGS. Miss Harrison reported a Suggestion from 
Vera Brittain that the W.I.L. should' have a series of lunch meetings 
on America or Anglo-American relations, at one of which Prof. "Catlin 
would be willing to speak, and if necessary to suggest other speakers. 
After discussion it was AGREED that such a series would be useful, 
and to accept the offer of Prof. Catlin for one of the meetings and 
to ask Margery Fry to take another. Dr. Richenda Scott would be will
ing to take the Chair for one of the meetings, if the date were con
venient* Other names were suggested and it was AGREED to consult 
Gerald Bailey for further names.

381. BRANCH REPORTS by Mrs. Lord. Reports of activities in a number 
of the Brunches were made, including Warrington, Manchester, Glasgow, 
Brighton, Welwyn Garden City, Birmingham and Cambridge. Fourteen 
new members were enrolled as a result of the Public Meeting in Bir
mingham and six new members from Coventry joined Headquarters. It 
was hoped that a Branch would be formed in Coventry in the near future. 
A useful panel of speakers was. being compiled which was likely to prove 
helpful to the Branches.

The application from Childwall Group to become a Branch was 
warmly accepted. .AGREED a letter of welcome should be sent to Mrs. 
Tiller, Hon. Secretary of the Group.
382. MRS. BEATRICE WEBB, AGREED that a mossago?Synpathy be sent to 
Lord Bassfield.

DATE AND PLACE OF NEXT MEETING: WEDNESDAY, JUNE 2nd, 11 a.m. to 
4 p.m, at Flat 8, 144 Southampton Row, London, W.C. 1.

2. V(. 43

Branches are invited to send one representative to meetings of the 
Executive Committee. Such representatives have the right to speak 
but not to vote. The Executive is not responsible for the expenses 
of representatives from Branches.



WOWFS INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE.

Statement of Accounts for April, 1945.

Balances on April 1st
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Potty Cash......... . 5,16, 64
Ponny-a-Wcek Fundo.... 119 .19. 2
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women’s INTERNATIONLL LEAGUE.

Minutes of Meeting of Executive Committee, ’Wednesday, June 2nd, 1943, 
from 11a.m. to 4 p.m, at Flat 8, 144, Southampton Row, London, W.C.I.

Present, Mrs. Duncan Harris in the chair. Mrs.‘McGregor Wood, Miss 
Burton 7*Mrs. Castle, Mrso Grindley,Mrs. Bedford, Mrs Ballinger, Miss 
Amy Haughton, Miss Dickenson,'Mr s. lloyd Pritchard, Mrs. Malcomson, 
Mrs. Berwick Sayers, Dr: Richenda Scott, Miss Harrison, Mrs. Brayshaw, 
Miss Anderson. Visitors, Miss. Pickworth (Brighton Branch).MLle. 
Dejardin.

Apologies for Absence received from Mrs. McGregor Ros s,Mrs .Beesley.
N•

MINUTES OF MEETING ON MAY 5th were signed, having previously been 
circulated.
383.
BUSINESS ARISING: Mrs. Duncan, Harris reported on the meeting of the 
ad hoc Committee which is planning the next Women’s Conference. She 
said that replies to the circular sent to Women’s organisations asking 
for their support financially and the app. .ointment of delegates to Q ' 
Conference had not yet been received. But she thought that the follow
ing Organisations (who had representatives on the Committee) would 
co-operate W.C .G. ,Y.W.C .A. , Teachers Organisations end the Profess
ional and Business Women’s cul., The ad hoc Cormittce had agreed 
to try to hold a preliminary Conference on July 10th, to which re
presentatives from other nationality groups should not be invited'. 
Miss Pearson of the N.U.W.T. has agreed to be Minute Secretary and 
Mrs. Grindley is undertaking the greater part of the. Secretarial work. 
Mrs. Agnos Hamilton has been asked to sponsor the Conference; also 
Mrs. Corbett Ashby, who is meeting Mrs. Harris mid-Juneo

LONDON MEETING ON MAY 25 th. Mrs. Bedford reported a successful meet
ing at which Mrs, Berwick Sayers and Mrs. Dunoon Harris gave reports 
of the Annual Council. MissAgatha Harrison was in the Chair 8 One 
particularly interesting feature was the presence of several members 
from other Sections., notably Madame Blume and Mdlle. DeJardin from 
Belgium. Madame Blume had suggested that we should keep in touch with 
women from other countries and also with their Governments in this 
country,bringing before then our own solutions of the international 
problems.

It was felt that the meeting had been useful. It was thought 
that a Saturday Lunch Meeting might prove successful. London Executive 
Members wuCC asked to consider this possibility.

384. LUNCH ..MEETINGS: Reported that Buffet Lunch Meetings, were arranged 
for June 16th and 30th. at the Y.W.C.A. At the first Felix Greene had 
promised to speak under the title of "Interpreting Incrica" and Prof. 
Catlin on the 30th on "What contribution can." America make to lasting 
peace." A charge of 2/64 each was being made.

Decided to try to get Air Chief Marshal Sir Arthur Longmore for 
a meeting mid-July.

On the proposal of Mrs. lloyd Pritchard it was .agreed to arrange 
meetings in September on (1) Education,

(2) Health and Socicl Services
(3) Nutrition.

stressing the international setting of those national problems.
Dr. Scott suggested Dr. Mildred Creek on Nutrition and Health.

Reported a letter of appreciation and thanks fronLord Passfield.

Reported that Hon. Secretary of the Jewish Peace Society had 
written.to express thanks for the sympathy and consideration of the 
W.I.L. as shown by the adoption at the Annual Council Meeting of the 
resolution on the Persecution of the Jows.

385. FINANCE. Mrs. McGregor Wood reported a balance- in hend of 
2106-12.2g. Several Branches had already responded to the Friends of 
Headquarters scheme and 215 to date had been received in addition to



£9 fron Liverpool c.s port of thoirbquota. Cobridgo had csked if ‘ 
the £10 sent to Headqurters earlier in the year could be counted 
as part of their Quotc. The Sale Group of the Manchester
Branch had sent £6. Agreed that the Canbridgo contribution should 
cout within the 1943 financial year.
386. BRANCH REPORTS. Bighton.Miss Pickworth.reported that in 
spite of the difficulties under which the Branch was labouring and 
over which they had nd'Control, good work was being done and the 
merbership maintained. AA

Cheltenham. Reported a letter from Miss 
Flower Mils expressing great regret that the Branch could not be 
continued; their town being a particularly difficult one in which 
to work. The members would continue to be interested in the W.I.L, 
and Miss Mils hoped to have a little Bring and Buy Sale in her 
garden for Headquarters Funds. She had much valued the privilege 
of attending the Council Meetings and hoped she would be allowed 
to attend future Councils as a visitor. She would bocono a "Friend 
of Headquarters” and the nerbers would try to meet quarterly. 
After discussion, the Cornitteo felt it must accept, with regret, 
the decision of the Branch,but it felt, of course, that the value 
of the work done in the Branch far outbalanced the financial as
pect. It was clear that the suggested quota system had not been 
the cause for disbonding the Branch. Ms. Innas would write ex
pressing regret and offering help at a meeting later on if desired.

w- aL 2/b Cambridge. Ns.wo:a reported that 
the BranchRsub so ri pti n hrrl been-rai-eed- to 0/&d% A good Annucl 
meeting hau been held. Now members were bringing in other new 
members.

Manchester, Mss Burton reported on visits 
paid by Ms. Phillips to groups at Whi tof i old, Chocdlchulne, 
Wilslow, etc at which reports of the Lnnual Council had been given. 
Ms. Phillips also went to Preston , where our branch had disbanded 
a few months ago. Out of 100 invitations to a meeting only 4 camo, 
but these were interested and hope to attend a meeting in Man
chester in July .Bunch Meetings had been held on Education, and a 
meeting on India, in conjunction with the F.O.R., the P.P.U. and 
the Friends had been held.

Reading. Ms. Castle reported that it was 
hoped to get two Branches started at Henley and Padworth. Evening 
as Well as afternoon meetings are being tried. The last evening 
meeting was very encouraging and touched a new group of people. • 
The Council resolutions woo considered and everyone present con
tributed to the discussion. There were about 30 present.

The Branch was instrumental in getting up a 
meeting -as'a Churches concern- on India when between 60 and 70 
Werc present.

As an outcome of a meeting addressed by Victor 
Gollarcz the Mayor asked the Branch to consider action to set up a 
local Council of Christians and Jews.

It is hoped to get a W.I.L. Group going in the 
University in the Autumn. Plans are being made for a meeting on 
Housing, with an Octavia Hill speaker.

Liverpool Mrs. Malcomson reported a very succ
essful meeting with an attendance of 40 members out of 70. Great 
strides have been made during the year and it is hoped to be able to g 
get an Asst. Secretary in the near future. Five new members were now s 
serving on the Committee. The quota system had been eccepted and the 
first instalment of £9 had been sent to Mrs. Wood.

North Wales. Good local meetings had been held 
• • on The Suffrage and on the Jewish question. Reports of the Council 
// 'meetings had been given, and preparations going ahead for the Annual 

Meeting at which resolutions on Famine Relief, India, Jewish problems 
and the Beveridge Report would be considered. A China Meeting is to be 

■ held on July 7th. It is hoped to be able to get Vera Brittain’s pamph- 
let"One of these Little Ones" printed in Welsh.

Welwyn Garden City.Miss Haughton reported a 
meeting the previous night on How the Beveridge Report affects women."



,73,
it was addressed by Miss Pearson of the N.U.w.T, The quota scheme is to 
be considered in Committee and a Bring and Buy Sale to be arranged.A n 
new Trcosurer uas been appointed and a Mi's. Strauss, & Hien School 
Teacher in Frankfurt, has been appointed to the Committee?’The Executive 
pointed out that this could only be in an advisory capacity. Meetings 
are being arranged on the Four Freedoms as they affect European Govern
ments, md on Curoncy
Formation of New Branch. . _

Reported an application for permission to start a W •-uebrsncn 
in the Bromley District, where there were at present 13 members. Mrs. 
Lora had been instrumental in getting this Branch started. AGR-ED to 
send a letter of welcome and good wishes.
387. DRFT PETITION RE PUBLICATION OF PEACE TERMS.

Following on the suggestion made at the My Executive, Miss 
Anderson nud drafted a Memorial which the offcers had considered and 
sent amended, to the Executive members for their consideration. The 
Memorial was then considered and the views of several members from 
other Sections who had been consulted, were considered.

After much discussion it was AGREED that the wording should be 
reconsidered and members present undertook to send in written comments 
by the following wednesday for the consideration of the Officers, P-or 
to the meeting of the July Executive, and the office, was instructed to 
ask absent members for comments.

in principle it was agreed that should a Memorial be put forward, 
mass signatures shoul not be collected*

NES FROM ABROAD4 Mrs . Duncan Harris reported the receipt of388* NlS FROM ABROAD4 Mrs.------------------
the International Circular Letter from G.B. in America

389. NES SHEET. For the July issue it was AGREED to ask Miss BErthe 
Bracey for 1,000 words on "The Refugee in th e post-war World, including 
the problem of resettlement. Mrs. lloyd priohardundertook to write on 
Security problems, and Mrs. Ross was to be asked to review a booklet 
”The People’s Peace in the Colonies.” Miss Harrison agreeu to write a 
paragraph on the India Memorial and to supply a list of books on -udld*
390. IIIA. Mrs. lloyd Prichard reported on the India Committee which, 
met the previous evening. Out of 128 women approached, 66 had signed the 
Memorial, sponsored by Mrs. Pethick Lawrence. This was being sent.tO .Mr* 
Churchill and Mr. Amery this week. It would then be released. immeni4t6 
ly to the Press, Members of Missionary Societies had signed it mc 6 
religious press was interested, .

The cost of organising the Memorial could not be steted but it

agreed (1) to ask the Branches to follow up any local press 
notices of the Memorial, by correspondence;

(2) to send a message of. appreciation to Mrs. pethick 
Lawrence, the value of whose leadership was clearly shown in the many 
letters which had been received with the signatures.

Miss Harrison was warmly thanked for all the work she had put 
into the Memorial.

Mrs. 1loyd Prichard said she would like a London Conference on 
India organised, but the N.P,C. who had been approached,, coul.mnotset. 
their way to convening it. Miss Harrison undertook to ask the N.P.C. to 
call together. their Liaison Committee on India to discuss the matter.

Reported that the. Women’s Committee of theIndteLeacue sre. 
calling a Women’s Conference on Saturday, June.26th;,atcosyE Jss 
The following agreed to represent the w.I.L. at it:Miss Dickenson, Mi 
Hau/nton, Mrs. Grindley, Mrso Duncan Harris, Miss Hai ri son.

391.NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR RESCUE _FROM NAZI TERROR,. Reported a letter 
from Victor Cazalet, Chairman of the Executive, asking for support of



4.
their twelve point progranme, copy enclosed.

..GREED to send a letter to appropriate Ministers’ incorporating 
points in the 12 point programme and ask the Branches to consider if 
they can do anything in the matter through their .Member of parliament.

Mrs. Harris reported an interview the previous day with Mrs. 
Esselson and Mr. Haus on the Northern Australia proposal for refugees.

aGREED a letter of appreciation should be sent to Miss Rathbone 
for her untiring work for refugees,

Mrs. Harris suggested that Miss Bertha Bracey might be asked to 
speak at a lunch meeting some time on the displacement of peoples in terms 
of human life.

392. COLONIES. Reported a letter dated 12th. May from K.W. Blaster 
saying that Col. Oliver Stanley (Colonial Office) ’’appreciates the 
interest taken by the Women’s International League in the establishment 
df the new Committee, ”(The Colonial Social Welfare Advisory Committee)

The letter continued ’’While Dr. Richards is the only member 
who has lived among Africans in Africa, two other members possess 
personal experience of other colonies.. Miss Margaret Nixon, for a number 
of years, held the post of Welfare Officer in Palestine, and Mr. E.H. . 
Lunette was formerly Acting Registrar of Co-operative Societies in Ceylon.

A copy of this reply had been sent to The Rev. H.M. Grace, who 
had replied that "it did not seem to him a satisfactory reply.

Ms. Malcomson reported on the Jamaican workers in Liverpool.

393, PUBLICITY. AGREED to have the five Objects of the W.I.L. printed 
on the Membership Cards, and to cancel the instructions to print a 
Friend of Hoadquar trs postcard.

394. CORRESPONDENCE, Reported The Progressive League had issued a 
Declaration in answer to Lord Vansit tart "Towars a Lasting Peace.” 
They had been asked for copies for the Branches and Executive but these 
had not yet been received. Mrs. Innes had sent a note saying that the 
W.I.L. could not do much as it was planning a Memorial of its own, but 
would send leaflets to its Branches.

595, NATIONALITY OF MARRIED iOMBF COMMITTEE. Reported a letter and 
resume of events in connection with the British Nationality and Status 
of Aliens hct, 1943. AGREED to ask Mrs. Innes to put a note in the 
News Sheet expressing appreciation of the work of this Committee.

THIS CONCLUDED THE BUSINESS.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING, Wednesday , July y , at Flat 8, 144 Southampton 
Row, from 11 a.m. to 4 p,m. /



t-M
WOMEN’S INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE.

Mantes of Meeting of Executive Committee, Wednesday, July 7th, 
1943 at Flat 8, 144 Southampton Row, London, W.C.l•

. • 
PRESENT Mrs. Castle in the Chair, Mrs. Duncan Harris, Mrs. Iunes, 
Mrs. McGregor Wood, Miss Anderson, Miss Harrison, Mrs. Bollinger, 
Mrs. Bedford, Mrs. Beesley, Miss Burton, Miss Dickinson, Mrs. 
Grindley, Mrs. Lord, Mrs. Malcomson, Mrs. Lloyd Prichard and Frau 
Hertzka (Visitor).

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Mrs. McGregor Ross, Dr. 
Scott, Miss Haughton and Miss Pye.

minutes of meeting on June 2nd were confirmed and signed after Mrs. 
Lord*s name had been added to the list of "Apologies for Absence,” 
and in Minute 386: Cambridge, the wording was changed to "Mrs.
McGregor Wood reported that the Brunch was asking for 2/64 subscrip* 
tion.”
396. BUSINESS ARISING. Allies inside Germany Council. Reported 
(1) receipt of copies of a statement as to how the news of the 
National Peace Movement Conference in Western Germany was received 
in this country; (2) that further copies of the Peace Manifesto to 
the German people could not be sent at present as supplies had run 
out. agreed to ask for 12 copies of the Peace Manifesto when re
duplicated for those members of the Committee who expressed a wish 
to have one.

Ad hoc Women’s Conference. Mrs. Duncan Harris reported that 
it had not been found possible to organise the proposed Conferenoe 
by the 10th July and a later date was being considered. Mrs. 
Corbett Ashby, whom she had consulted, had agreed to help over the 
drafting of a "Call” to the Headquarters of Women’s Organisations 
to appoint delegates to a preliminary Conforonce for the inclusion 
of women as official delegates in all steps taken in the making of 
peace and of reconstruction.

Jewish Persecution. Reported formal acknowledgments from 
the Prime Minister and the Home Secretary to our letter of 8 th 
June (1) urging that every possible avenue be explored and steps 
taken to save the lives of the few Jewish victims of Nazi terror, 
who may be reached; (2) pressing for the modification of the visa 
regulations; and (3) for the speedy establishment of new refugee, 
camps in suitable places, and the extension of shipping facilities 
to carry refugees to these centres, and for continued pressure on 
the countries under Axis influence to allow the refugees to go. 
The letter also urged the appointment of a High Commissioner to 
travel and develop plans of rescue.

Miss Rathbone, in acknowledging our letter of June Sth in 
which we expressed appreciation of all she was doing in oonnection 
with the Jewish problem, and for her untiring work for refugees,, 
sent a revised edition of her pamphlet "Rescue the Perishing." 
AGREED to make this known to Branches and Executive.

Lunch Meetings. Reported (1) that Air Chief Marshal; Sir 
Arthur Longmore, had not been able to accept our invitation to 
speck at a lunch meeting during July; (2) that Mr. Arthur Hoare 
(a brother-in-law of one of our members) was willing to meet a

545)
group of people interested in the future of aviation on July 27tka 
AGREED to invite him to the Office on that day at 2.30 Pam. to
meet those members of the committee who could attend, and to invite 
the National Peace Council and the Fabian Bureau to make it known 
to a limited number of their members who were interested in the 
subject; (3) that Mr. Castle had been unable to accept an invita- 
tion to speak on Education from the international standpoint owing 
to pressure of work, and that Miss B.M, Baker had not yet replied 
to our invitation to speak on the same subject; (4) that Officers ' 
had suggested that Dr. Chick or Dr. Gauthier should be asked to



speak on Nutrition and Health. Failing the acceptanoe of one or 
the other, AGREED to ask Dr. Mildred Creek on Health and Dr. Robin 
Marrack on Nutrition. Sir John Orr was also suggested. AGREED to 
write to the Secretary of the noqkffeller Foundation in Great Britain 
for an account of what they have done in connection with health.
Miss Harrison suggested that we should ask for a speaker from the 
Rockefeller Foundation,

397. FINANCE. The Treasurer presented the appended Statement of 
Accounts for June, which was accepted. She scid that over 292 had 
been received from Branches either as part of their quota for 1943 
or as Friends of Headquarters. In one or two cases Branches had 
said they preferred to double their affiliation fees instead of 
contributing to the quota, but Mrs. Wood explained that this was 
unconstitutional and the sums sent had been credited to the Branch 
quota.

The London Congregational Union Women’s League had had an 
impromptu collection of £1 fit a recent meeting on behalf of the 
proposed Women’s Conference.

Mrs. Wood had written letters to all Branches and Friends of 
Headquarters who had sent contributions. She much appreciated the 
opportunity she had had of getting into close touch with Branch 
Hon. Treasurers. She said she realised that Branches could not meet, 
their quota obligations out of their ordinary balance and that 
special efforts needed to be made.

398. PEACE TERMS. MEMORIAL OF THE UNITED NATIONS. After consideration 
of the second draft presented to the Committee^by the Officars the 
following was AGREED vpon:-

"We, the undersigned British women, convinced that our 
deep anxiety over the increasingly destructive character 
of the war is shared by countless women all over the 
world, and believing that any step which might lead to 
a shortening of the struggle should be taken;

“Declare ourselves in favour of an immediate effort be
ing made by the British Government to secure the publioa- 
tion by the United Nations of such Peace Torms as might 
bring nearer the end of the war by redefining and amplify
ing the pledges of the Atlantic Charter to create an inter
national order, assuring economic and social well-being, 
justice and peace to all peoples.”

After discussion it was AGREED (1) that outstanding and in
fluential women should be asked to sign the Memorial and that no 
attempt should be made to get mass signatures;

(2) that Branches should be sent three copies of the 
Memorial and asked to send to the Office the names and addresses 
of Influential women in their towns - women prominent in local1 
Government, in Church, in education, science, medicine, literature, 
art, etc. etc. And to give some indication of the reason why they 
have chosen them;

(3) that the approach to these women should be made dreot 
from the Office.

Later, when the Memorial had been sent to the Government 
and to the Press, it was hoped that Branches and Executive members 
would help to get publicity for it and to follow it up with cor
respondence in local papers.
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399. NWS SHEET .FOR SEPTEMBER, and after;*

- Articles suggested were:-
(1) International Air Organisation; (2) .grooment for 

United Nations Relief and Rchabilitation Admin- 
istration, - Miss Pye; (3) Changing Acrican 
Opinion, Felix Greene to be asked: (4) The future of 
of the Colonies, Miss Anderson; (5) Rovics of 
Labour in Ceylon, Malay, etc.; Colonial White 
Paper in relation to Workers1 Welfare; Holl in 
the Sunshine - Mrs. Jones to be asked by Mrs. 
Lloyd Prichard.

400. NEWS FROM ABROAD. Mrs. Innes reported a letter and quos- 
tionnaire from Miss Balch and Gertrude Baer, who believe that the 
time has come to collate the post-war proposals now being put for- 
word by such of our Sections as are accessible. After discussion 
it was AGREED to print the Questionnaire in the Nows Sheet and to 
have sufficient galley proofs pulled off to send to the Branches 
and Executive members, asking them to consider what replies they 
feel should be sent under any of all of the 12 headings, and to 
send their proposals to the Office.not later than Saturday, 21st 
August.

It was suggested that some members having speoicl knowledge 
on some of the subjects in the Questionnaire should be asked for 
their views. Mrs. Innes agreed to give special attention to the 
question of World Organisation.

AGREED to give time at the extended Executive Committee in 
October to consider the British Section’s replies, which have to 
reach the U.S.A. by November 1st.

Mrs. Innes also reported a request from Gertrude Baer for 
a short article of about 2 typewritten single spaced pages on 
issues in this country, forecasting developments pointing into the 
future, such as Women (Parliament, Public Service, Diplomatio Ser
vice, etc.), Politics (any Branch which may show interesting 
features), Economics (e.g. articles in economic periodicals which 
could not be obtained in U.S.A.), Finance (a new interlocking of 
international interests of big combines), Church, Education, Re- 
lations between Americans and British, Feeding of European child- 
ren. Comments on the Beveridge Plan, Colonies, etc.

AGREED to ask Dr. Scott and Mrs. Lloyd Prichard to under
take this service between them. Mrs. Lloyd Prichard AGREED to 
consult Dr. Scott.

401. EXTENDED EXECUTIVE COiyiTTEE. AGREED to hold this on Tuosay, 
October 5th and Wednesday the 6th. Details of time, etc. were 
left to the Officers.

402, NEW LEAFLETS. AGREED to print 1,000 of the new member ship form 
for use at meetings and 1,000 membership cards. Branches to be 
informed that they could have copies with their own name and ad- 
dress printed if sufficient orders were received at one time.

403. BRANCHES. The following members reported on activities in 
their Branches: Birmingham, Mrs. Ballinger, supplemented by Mrs. 
Lord, Brighton, Mrs. Beesley, Cembridge, Mrs. Wood, Liverpool. 
Mrs. Malcomson, Manchester? Miss Burton. North Weles,Mrs,LLoyd 
Prichard, Reading, Mirs. Castle.

Formation of new Branch it was reported that one group of 
WeTL• members outside Reading was ready to become a Branch. A 
letter of application was read. AGREED to send a letter of welcome 
to the member who had been active in getting others to join at 
Boppard* - Mirs. Cooke-Yerborough.
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At the close of the Branch reports Mrs. Wood expressed the 
great need for a paid Organising Secretary,

404. INDIA. The India and Colonies Committee reported that Mrs. 
Pandit(amember of the W.I.L.) had been unconditionally released 
and that a cable of greetings had been received from her. It was. 
decided to send an airgraph letter to her from the Executive Com- 
mittee. The wish of the India and Colonies Committee to invite 
Mrs. Lonkester to join them was warmly supported. AGREED also to 
invite Mrs. Martin Dower and Miss Mabel Shaw to serve on the sub
committee. A full account of the result of the Indian Statement 
was reported. This had been summarised in MG, Dothick Lawrence’s 
further letter to a] who signed. Regarding finance, the generous 
gift of fifty pounds (50) from Mrs. Cheney had relieved the situa
tion. The expenses had been in excess of the £5 mentioned at the 
June Executive. AGREED- to gran65from W.I.L. funds to the expenses, 
the balance to be taken from Mrs. Cheney’s gift and the remainder 
of the £50 - about £45 - was to be specially ear-marked for further 
efforts in connection with India. Tho question of an approach to 
Lord Wavell was discussed but as the W.I.L. is represented on the 
Liaison Committee and the Women’s Advisory Council on Indian Affairs, 
it was felt no separate approach should be made by the W.I.L.
With regard to further action, it was felt that August 8th (the 
nnn1versary of the arrest of Indian leaders) should not pass without 
public attention being drawn to the continued deadlock, and the 
opportunity provided by the appointment of a new Viceroy for fresh 
efforts towards breaking the deadlock. Hearing that this matter 

was coming up at the Annual Council Meeting of the National Peace 
Council it was decided to offer the co-operation of the W.I.L. in 
this effort and if necessarytome financial help from our ear
marked fund.

Miss Anderson reported:-

(1) that the Government has reimposed forced labour regula- 
tions in Kenya Colony and she thought a letter on the subject should 
be sent to the Colonial Office after the meeting in the House. She 
consented to draft a letter in consultation with Mrs. Duncan Harris, 
to be signed by Mrs. Innes.

(2) that the sub-Committee had considered the International 
Colonial Convention prepared by the Anti-Slavery and Aborigines 
Protection Society. The final form contained a number of sugges- 
tions put. forward by the W.I.L. on the recommendation of Mrs. 
Me Gtegor Ross.

(3) the sub-Committee suggested a Conference in the Spring on 
the whole Colonial question, and as a preliminary step Miss Ander- 
son suggested an article in the News Sheet, and that the interest of 
Branches should be secured so that when a Conference takes place 
there would be a consensus of opinion on the subject among W.I.L. 
members-. A bibliography to aid further study was suggested. AGREED 
to bring the suggestion for a Conference to the September Executive.

405. DRAFT AGREEMENT FOR UNITED NATIONS RELIEF AND REHABILITATION 
ADMINISTRATION, dated 15th May, 1945. Mrs. Duncan Harris drew 
attention to the significance of this Draft Agreement. She con
sidered it the first solid draft of post-war international co-opera
tion on which the Nations are supposeo^build after the war, Amerioa 
has agreed to sign it as it is but it awaits ratification of other 
nations. After discussion it was AGREED that there was nothing the 
W.I.L. could do at the present time but to keep.a close watch on 
developments.

406. ABYSSINIA. Reported that Lady Barton was in Ethiopia with 
Dr. Ruth Young and was hoping- to attend the first Women’s Confer
ence ever held in the country. In a letter from her (forwarded to 
us from the Ethiopian Women’s Work Orgcnisctjon) she asked for
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publioity of this Conference should we reocive news of it: The 
Socretary of the Ethiopian Women’s Work Organisation promised to 
send us any news she received.
407. CHINA. AGREED to send a message of (l) congratulation to 
Mndemchjong Kay Shek on the con trihution women oro makin6,to.. 
thoir country under vory Gjffioult circumstances, (3) satisfaction 
over her safe return to China.
408. BOMBING CIVILIANS. Discussion took placo on the bombing of 
civilians. Mrs. Beesley reported Brighton’s great concern over 
the matter. No immediate protest was considerod practioable hut it 
was proposed that Brighton might like to make more definite sugges
tions for the consideration of the Executive.

409. GLASGOW BRANCH AND 1943 ANNUAL COUNCIL. Mrs. Duncan Harris 
reported that Glasgow Branch had protested against the taking of 
amendments to resolutions at the time of tho Council. They consider
ed this to be unconstitutional and not giving the Bronches an OPPOT- 
tunity of discussing them or empowering their delegates to act on 
their behalf. Mrs. Harris had replied that the W.T.L. had always 
adopted the general custom of taking amendments from the floor. In 
this way delegates exercised "pooled intelligence" and hammered out 
the best way in discussion. She considered that delegates must be 
sent to Council Meetings with discretionary powers.

The Executive supported Mrs. Harris’s reply.

410. 1944 ANNUAL COUNCIL MEETINGS. AGREED to ask Woodbrooke, Sally 
Oak, BlrxHngham, if our next year’s Council could be held on their 
premises from April 12 th to 14 th. Failing that AGREED t apbly to 
Wosthill again, saying that we hoped it would not be neoosary for ' 
guests to supply their own bod-linen or to undertake fircwwetohng * 
if that were still necessary.

411, WOMEN’S PUBLICITY PLANNING ASS.OOIATtaN. Reported an invita
tion to send a message in support or an Equal Citizenship (Blanket) 
Bill which is to be launched at a meeting in the Central Hall, 
Westminster, on September 4 th at 2.30p.m, The National Organiser 
offered to supply an article on the subject specially written for 
the News Sheet, AGREED to take no action in the matter.

418, BEVERIDGE REPOdL Reported that Sir William Beveridge was 
speaking on 14 The 'Condi ti ons of Security" at a meeting in the Central 
Hall, Westminster on July 20 th. Several members said they hoped 
to be able to attend.
This concluded the business.

NMT MEETING; Wednesday September 1st 11 
at Flat 8, 144 Southampton Row, London, W»C» 1.
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Wel.Lo STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS FOR JUNE 1943.

Balance on Tune lst:-
Bank e.. ...... .......106, 12. 32
Petty Cash.............  7.15. 91

114. 8.

Subscriptions 10. 3.6
General Dons. 13.
Fr. of HQ... 17. 5.-
Branch Quotas 29.12,5

70. 11

News Sheets...............  4. 6. 1

Literature................ .. .. 2. 7. 4

Inland Revenue...... 3.10. 3

Geneva Subscriptions. 8. -.

Lunch Meeting..............  10. 6

Penny-a-Wcek Fund.... 8,2.11

£211. 6. -3

Postage............. .. 6.12. 7

Office Expenses.......... 13.10}
Insurances.........................  4. 5
Rent....................  15. a. •
Salaries.................. ............. 18.
Meetings................. 3. 8. 3
Lighting.................................... 10. -
News Sheets.............. 5. 3. 6
Fares..............  9. 11. 9|
Literaturc.............. 1. 2. 9"
Stationery............... 9. -

Transferred to C.P.B.Soc:
Penny-a-Week. ..£8.2.11
Congress Fund I.-.- 9. 2.11

Transferred to 3 •
Barclay’s Bank for 
International
Subs (Geneva) 8.-. - 
less affilia
tion fee paid 
to Liaison
Committee of 
Women's Inter.
Organisations. 1.10. * 6. 10. -

Balances:-

Bank.........132. 4. 93
Petty Oash... 2.12,

134, 16.11%*--gwe-e-daw

£211. 6.-3



WOMEN’S INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE.
- Minutes of Executive Committee, September 1st, 1943, 11 a»m. to

4 p.m. at 144 Southampton Row, London, W.C. 1.

PR ESENT: Mrs. Duncan Harris in the Chair, Miss Anderson, Mrs. 
Bal linger, Mrs. Lord, Mrs. Grindloy, Mrs. Bedford, Mrs. Berwick 
Sayers, Miss Dickinson, Miss Burton, Miss Harrison, Miss Pye, Mrs. 
Innes and Frau Hertzka, as visitor.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from Mrs. McGregor Wood, Mrs. 
Brayshaw, Mrs. Castle, Miss Haughton, Mrs. Lloyd Prichard, Dr. 
Scott, Mrs. Malcomson and Mrs. Beesley. AGREED (1) to send best 
wishes to Mrs.. Malcomson for a speedy recovery, (2) to send a 
letter of' appreciation to Mrs. Brayshaw on her appoint as First 
Woman Clerk to the Yearly Meeting.of the Society of Friends, say
ing thatwe realise that her duties will be very heavy, but the 
W.I.L. Committee’s need of her help is very,great, and we hope that 
she will be able to attend at least some of our meetings.

413. LIDA GUSTAVA HEYMANN. The Chairman spoke of the message 
received from Frau Ragaz, announcing the death of Lida Gustava 
Heymann. She rrecalled to the Committee the notable contributions 
-she had made to, the international meetings of the W.I.L.P.F. find 
then read the speech she had given at the Zurich Congress in 1919 - 
a contribution inspired by a true internationalism and love for all 
humani ty. Miss Pye and Mrs. Innes paid warm tribute to her
illimitable courage and to the unswerving integrity of mind which 
had held fast through the ten years during which she had lived as a 
refugee, and recalled how (in an article in our News Sheet) she had 
indicated her internationalism, proclaiming that as a refugee she 
was everywhere at home. Deep sympathy was expressed for her frail 
old friend and colleague, Dr. Anita Augspurg,for Whom she had cared 
with unfailing devotion throughout their years of exile.

The Committee stood in silence to pay tribute to a great 
woman,' who ever looked forward to and worked for that better world 
of peace and freedom in which she so firmly believed.

414. MRS. THODAY. The Committee stood and paid silent tribute to

the memory of Mrs. Thoday whose death in August was reported. 
Members recalled her enthusiasm and courage in the wark she did for 
peace, particularly in connection with the North Wales Peace Coun
cil, which was indeed a living Memorial to her. As a member of the 
London Executive for many years, up to the time of her illness, Mrs. 
Thoday regularly attended meetings and was present at several in
ternational Congresses. Her enterprising spirit, her loyal co
operation and cordial friendliness to all were greatly appreciated, 
and her withdrawal from the Committee was felt to be a great loss.

Agreed to send a letter to Professor Thoday expressing the 
Committee’s deep sympathy in his loss.

415. MINUTES OF MEETING ON JULY 7th were sighed, having been pre
viously circulated.

416. BUSINESS ARISING. Mrs. Duncan Harris reported that arrange
ments- for the ad hoc Women’s^ Conference on September 11th were well 
in hand. Delegates were invited from the W.I.L, The following were 
appointed: Mrs. Berwick Sayers, Miss Harri gOn., Miss Horscroft and 
Mrs. Wood or Miss Amy Haughton, subject to consent. ..The Committee 
endorsed the draft resolution which was to be put to the Conference,

Reported the following arrangements for the Lunch Meetings at 
Friends House, Euston Road, N.W. 1.:-

(1) September 8 th: Prof. J.R, Marrack - ’’Nutrition,?t Miss Edith 
Pye in the Chair.

(2) September 15th: Miss B.M.Baker - nEducation for World Citizen- 
ship. Miss Laura Beeforth in the Chair.

(3) September 22nd: Dr. Edith Sunerskil 1, M.P. ” Health. ” Mrs. 
Duncan Harris in the Chair.



GRTED to advertise then in NEW STATESMAN.

AGREED to support the Bragressive League’s Declaration

in Answer t Lora vensittart, and to allow the V.I.L!s nans to be 
printed on the leaflet.’-' Other Organisations supporting.it,mero 
"Christianity calling. The Peace Arny, Intornationol Fellowship, 
International Religious Fellowship The ProgressiveLeqguo,They 
Socialist Christian League and the Peace Committee of the Society
of Friends.
417 FINANCE. The appended statonent of accounts was adopted. Mrs. 
Wood had written to express her concern over the finances ondSu., 
gested the consideration of several proposals:- (1) ASking Bron 
if they would consider sending their quotas, or the balances or 
quotas, (2) asking Headquarters Members for a contribution over and 
above their subscriptions; (3) borrowing fromthe nest-egg. Af 
careful consideration it was AGREED (1) to borrow from the nest-egg, 
as required, up to £75, to be repaid as soon as possible; 2) to 
ask Mrs. Wood to make an appeal to Headquarters members for a 
special donation at Christmas or in the New Year when asking for 
their annual subscriptions; (3) to have a Bring and Buy Sale for 
London members about late October or early November, to be arranged 
by London members of the Executive. The following agreed to serve 
on a sub-Committee:- Miss Harrison, Convener, Mrs. Lord, Miss 
Dickinson, Mrs. Bedford, Mrs. Grindloy and Miss. Anderson.

Reported that the rate of interest on shares in the Co- 
operative Permanent Building Society was reduced to two per. cent 
from the 31st April.

418 . FOOD RELIEF. Miss Pye reported on the present situation but 
said she did not think there was any action that the W.TL• could 
take just now. She said the Report of the Famine Relief Committee, 
price 3d. was shortly being issued and it contained accounts of the 
spread of public opinion. The death of Dr. William Paton Was, 
she said, a grievous loss to the Famine Relief Committee.

419 .’ REPORT OF INDIA AND COLONIES.COMMITTEE. Ms, Lankester ond 
Mrs. Martin Dower wereUnable to join the Committee, but Miss Mabel 
Shaw had consented. Mrs. Lankester had promised to act in a con
sultative capacity. It was decided to devote the major part of the 
next India end Colonics Committee on October 4th to discussion of 
Ooionial questions. A balance of £40. 15. 0 from the special dona
tions for India work had been handed over to the W.I.L- account, 
to be ear-marked for Indian work. A report was given of the.aid 
given to the National Peace Council in the getting out of their 
statement on 7th August. It was decided to write to the Archbishop 
of Canterbury expressing appreciation of the statement made by the 
British Council of Churches regarding India.' The Liaison Committee 
co-operating with the All India Women’s Conference (on which the 
W.I.L. is represented) has agreed to join the Wonen's Advisory 
Council on Indian Questions in any meeting to be arranged with Lady 
wavell. In any such contacts the W.I.L. hoped that the represemta- 
tive of the Liaison Committee would stress the points raised in the 
resolutions from the All India Women’s Conference, in particular the 
ones relating to the general situation and to the acute food positione 
North Wales’Peace Council prepared a short statement on India in 
Welsh end English which was widely distributed at the time of the 
Eisteddford at Bangor. Miss Dickinson said a Bulletin containing 
the resolutions from the A.I .W.C. would be ready within a few days.

Reported a letter from the Committee to the Colonial Office 
had been sent on 4th August expressing great regret that the sus
pension last February of the compulsory recruitment of Africans, had 
been removed in respect of labour on sisal estates, and stating our 
fears ”that the consequences of the withdrawal of men from the Re
serves may be: serious, through the dislocation of native agriculture 



and the general disturbance of native lifeo" A formal acknowledg
ment was received.

out
420. POOL OF OPINION Q,UESTIONNAIREo Agreed to send/the replies 
and memos, from Branches and Executive members to Questions 1, 2, 
5, 6 and 8, for study before discussion at the extended Executive 
Committee in October, and to continue the study of the other quoS- 
tions during the coming months. The results of the discussion at 
the October Committee were to be sent to Gertrud Baer to reach her 
on or before Nofember 1st, and she was to be informed that further 
results of study and discussion on other questions would be sent 
at a later date.

421. NEWS FROM ABROAD. Mrs. Innes reported news received of the 
Women’s Conference in Addis Ababa on July 15th. 300people were 
present. Lady Barton, speaking in Amharic, introduced Dr. Ruth 
Young.

422. PALES TINE. Miss Dickinson drew attention to the rising 
trouble in Palestine between Jews and Arabs. AGREED to consult 
Mr. Gerald Bailey on themattor.

423. W.I.L.P.F. Mrs. Innes reported on news she.had received 
from U.S.A, and clsewhoro.

424. PEACE TERMS E ORI.L. Repor ted the Officers had instructed 
the following Memorial to be sent out with a covering letter by 
Mrs. Innes, on 30th August, towomen whose names and addresses 
had been supplied by Branches and Executive Members.

"We, the undersigned British women, convinced that our 
deep anxiety over the increasingly destructive character 
of the war is shared by countless women all over the 
world, 
Declare ourselves in favour of an immediate effort being 
mads by the British Government to secureTHE PUBLICATION BY 
THE UNITED NATIONS OF SUCH PEACE TERMS as might bring 
nearer the end of the war, by redefining and amplifying the 
pledges of the Atlantic Charter to create an international 
order, assuring economic and social well-being, justice and 
peace to all peoples.”

AGREED that in addition to sending it to the Prime Minister 
and the Press, a copy should also be sent to the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, for information.

425. BRANCHES. Several members reported on activities in their 
Branch. The Committee welcored the newly formed Ditchling
Branch. Letters of welcome had been sent to Mrs. Greenwood,
the Hon. Secretary, on behalf of the Committee. Several Branches 
were taking advantage of the ’’Literature deposit” scheme. The 
Officers were asked to consider draft Rules for the use of 
Branches, particularly new Branches.

426. ANNUAL COUNCIL MEETINGS, 1944. Reported, that we had been 
unsuccessful in getting accommodation in Birmingham or Oxford. 
AGREED to make inquirie s in London. New Coll ege, Harps te ad, was 
suggested.

427. STANLEY HILTON, Conscientious Objector. Mrs. Grindley re
ported on the case of Stanley Hilton, who had been awarded two 
years’ detention at his fourth Co jar t-Marti cl. At the Officers’ 
Meeting on August 4th it had been decided to address letters to 
the Secretary of State for War, certain M.Ps. and other influential 
people, including the irchbishop of Canterbury. It was now pro
posed to write again to the War Office, their reply being consid
ered unsatisfactory, pointing out that we were not asking for 
preferential treatment for Hilton, but that he should be accorded 
equal facilities with other C.Os and that tile law should be made
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available to him.

428. WJOR FRESHWATER. Reported that Miss Dickinson had attended 
th© Memorial Service at St. Mar tin-in-the-Fi elds on 20th July on 
behalf of the W.I.L. AGREED to send a letter to the League of 
Nations Union expressing sympathy in their loss, and saying that 
Miss Dickinson had represented the W.I.L. at the Memorial Service.

429. LITERATURE. Mrs. Ballinger reported that her Branch had. thought 
it unbusinesslike to print the new membership end membership'card 
without getting an estimate. Miss Dickinson explained that she had 
received an estimate with the first proofs, but the Committee had 
decided to make changes in the leaflet and card and the printer was 
unable to give a further estimate owing to difficulties of labour, 
materials, etc. The membership form was 25.17. © per 1,000 and the 
card £4.12.6 not including the cost of the Pax block which was 19/6d, 
and to which Miss Dickinson had very kindly offered to contribute.

430. REFUGEES AMD ALIENS. The Chairman reported ■ a letter from the 
Secretary of the Aliens Section of the Friends Couittec for Refugees 
and Aliens suggesting that our Branches might be interested to learn 
more about its general welfare work and he would be glad to be put 
in touch with any Branch which would like to have a spoaker. AGREED 
to inform any Branch wishing for further information that'they should 
write direct to John W. Perry, Secretary, Aliens Section, Friends 
Committee for Refugees and Alins, Bloomsbury House, Bloomsbury 
Street, London, W.C. 1.

THIS CCNCLUDED THE BUSINESS.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING, to which Branches are asked to send delegates:' 

October 5th, 2.15 to 8 p.m. October 6th, 10 to 12 noon, 1.15 - 3p.m.

Balances on 1st Aug...90. 4. 14
Sub Subscriptions.. 2. 6

Donations...... 1.10.-
Nows Sheets... ..3. 3.4
Literature......2. 5.3
Affil. Fees............  2,3

7. 13.4

£97. 7. 54*2

Postage...,..................?. 7, 4
Salary....................................................4.10. -
Literature..................11. 9. 3
Fares....................... 2.15. 2
Offices expenses..............................  3}
insurances..........................   6. -
Meetings (Sept. lunches)..... 15. 6
Transferred to Congress Fund.l. -. - 

30. 2.
Balances
Bank//........64.19.9
P. Cash....... 2. 5.12 67. 4.105

897. 7.52

// 25 ear-marked for work on 
India Statement.
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H WOMEN’S INTERNATIONAL LEAGpjL

MINITTS OF EXTENDED EXTCUTIVZCOMI TTEZ, h an 6,1943.
AT FRIENDS’ HOUS~E(JSTON ROAD, jMJ.

PRESHNT: nroc Bodford----- NAGUIT VE MEMBERS: Vrs, Duncan Harris in the Chair, MrS- —ya-d 
Miss Agatha Harrison, Miss Dickinson,Krs, Castle (andReidingB-en) 
Miss Burton (and Manchester), Mrs, Malcomson . (and Liverpool), MSe 
Ballinger (and Birmingham) , Mrs. Innes, MS,McGlOCeWoOd.ad 
Cambridge) , Miss Haughton (and Welwyn Gardea C-,‘)o ~u- -—51-

BRANCHES t Acock's Green: Mrs. E.E. Reynolds, is Adams.
Birmingham: Miss Hicks.
Brighton: M.E. Hughes, Mrs. Phillips, Miss Pickworth
Cambridge. W. Hargrave, O. Wishart.
Croydon: Mrs. Whitsey, Mrs. Hayes, Mrs. Ellis, Mrs. Webb.
Ditching: M.H. Russell.
Farnborough:,E. Roberts, R.G. Sturge.
Childs all: M.I. Ferguson, P.Me Tiller.
Glasgow, Miss McAra.
Liverpool: Agnes Staplodon, Louis Foster.
Manchester: Mrs. Paine, Mrs. Phillips, IS. Crosland.
North Wales: Mrs. Jones and Mrs. Pritchard.
Peppard & District: O.M.Lyons, IS. C0.0- Yarborough.

431. MRS. BERNARD SHAW. Mrs. Duncan Harris reported the recent 
death of Mrs. Bernard'Shaw, who had been for a long time a mombor 
of the W.I.L. AGREED to send a letter of sympathy to Mr. Bernard 
Shaw.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE were received from D;, Scott, Mrs. Lloyd 
Prichard, Mrs. Beesley and Mrs. Brayshew,.•Lod,

MINUTES of meeting on September 1st were confirmed, having been 
previously circulated oftor on addition to ILuto 422 as follows 
insert after the words "Miss Dickinson drew attention to the rising 
trouble in Palestine between Jews and Arabs,” the words Send of the 
proposals put forward by moderate opinion on both sides in Jerusalem 
towards a solution of the Palestine problem.”

In Minute 413 Lida Gustavo Heymann, fifth lino: after the 
words "then read" add nsoma sentences from”

432. BUSINESS ARISING: Reported that the Officers had considered 
the following matters: -

(a) The ad hoc Women1s Conference called on September 11th to * ' ------------------------
consider how best to work for the official inclusion of women in all 
steps taken in the making of peace,and of reconstruction. Mrs. 
Duncan Harris reported that 26 organisations ero roprosentod. The 
spoakors Wore: Dr. Margaret Mead oh "Tha Hot Springs Conforence on 
Food and Agriculture; Miss Bertha Bracey on U.N.T.R.R., Dr. Nesoa 
Robb on Women in Key. positions, and Mrs. Lloyd Prichard on How con 
organised women make themselves felt in international reconstruc
tion and peace-making? At' the close of the meeting the attached 
resolution. was passed.

■ The Officers AGREED to ask- for permission to use the 
speech by Dr. Mead, in the News Sheet and to rerint it as a leaflet.

AGREED to urge the Branches to initiate or to co-operate in 
similar Conferences that might beorganisod in thoirtvs.

Reports of thoCoforonce would be available, price 1/- 
each on application to Mrs. Grinaloy, In. Secretary, Women’s 
Conference, C/c W.I .L. Office. 

. •• • • ■ - ‘

. . .(b) .•••Reported Prof. Thoday had sent a letter.of appreciation 
of tho Committoe’s message of sympathy and the Minute of the Com- 
mittoe on tho death of Mrs- Thoday. Ho had enclosed a reprint, 
"In Memoriam”, from the Nr th Wales Chronicle of August 13 th, 1943



(b) Reported Pro. Thoday had sent a letter of appreciation 
of the committcc’s message of sympathy and the Minut9 of tho. Cm, 
ittca on the death of W_s, Thoday. He had enclosod-droprint, - 

Manor i am, 1' from ihe’NOrth Wol.cs Chronicle of ASV 13 th, ly^o.
V thanking the Committee 
to Yearly Meeting of the(c) Reported a letter from Mrs. Brpyj 

for their message on her appointment as Gier 
Society of Friends. She regretted that her nov 
her from being of much active use to the W.I.L» 
place on the Committee should be taken by someone -1S0• 
V-s. Brayshaw should be asked to remain on the G itec and to 
attend whenever she found herself able to do so. Sho would not bo 
keeping anyone else off as there were one or tub vacancies.

7 work would prevent
‘ suggested that her

AGREED that

(d) The Officers AGREED to subscribe 10/Gd for litoraturo for 
one year from the Allies inside Germany Oouaoil.

(e) Reported acknowledgment from the UML of our message of 
swthy on the death of M.-Jor Freshwater.

433. WII.L. CZECH FUND. Mrs. Duncan Harris roportedon the passing 
of Ma trie with one distinction and six Credits of Djine Rttor at 
the age of 15. She had now left Badminton So1c3 and was taking UP 
a course'of shorthand and typewring in readiness for the work sho 
hoped to take up later. It was hoped that the Cu-ch Fund would pro
vide the necessary Funds for this further training but if the whole 
amount were not forthcoming Ms. Duncan Hz.c -1:cC if a grant O1 
u to £10 might be made from the W.I.L. CcC. Fid. This was AGREDe
134. W.I.L2 CZECH REFUSES IN THIS COUNTRY. Mrs. Duncan Hsrrris remind
ed the Committee that "when the Czech members first came to England 
they were made Hon. Associate members of the British Section. Sho 
thought that the time had come when they might be invited to become 
Associate members, paying an annual subscription and preparing to 
take their part in the W.I.L. work in the period of peace-making and 
reconstruction, as nearly all of them were now taking part in the 
normal life of the country and earning their own livelihood. A free 
copy of the News Sheet had been sent to about 30 refugees every 
north since they came to the country, THIS proposal was ADOPTED.

CORRESPONDENCE. The Officers dealt with the following:-

435, •, An invitation from Mr. Caradog Jones for the W.I.L. to
become a provisional member of the Panel of Referees in connection 
with the Committee to promote the formation of a Joint Advisory 
Council for Reconstruction. AGREED to reply that the W.I.L. is 
already working for reconstruction through an ad hoc Committee of 
Women’s Organisations, and that we regret that we are not able to be 
represented on the Panel of Referees, but would be glad to keep in 
touch. AGREED to send 10/6d for their literature.

436. Free Hungarians. Reported on invitation to make use of 
Count Lonyay to address public meetings on the subject of Hungary and 
its peace-time importance in post-war Europe. AGREED to ask Mr. 
Gerald Bailey and Miss Dorothy Woodman for information concerning 
Count Lonyay,

437. Miss A. Harrison agreed to represent the W.I.L. at the Lecture 
Conferences of the International Bureau for the Suppression of Traffic 
in Women and Ghildreh, on Friday and Saturday5 "October 22nd and 23rd' 
The fee was 5/-.

438. ANNUAL COUNCIL WHNGS, 1944. REported that we had not 
succeeded in getting accommodation in Oxford, Birmingham or Reading, 
The Education Officers’ Department of the London County Council had 
replied that the only Training College maintained by the Council 
which might be available for our use was the College of Physical Ed
ucation, 6 Paddington Street, W. 1. They had, however, a number of 
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of tochnical institutes and schools also ncintcinec. by tho Council 
in which accornodation is available. It was, howevor, not possible to 
consider any application so far ahead, but they suggested that we night 
mako inquiry in the New Year.

Reported an offer fror our Men chaster Branch to hold the Council 
Meetings'in Manchester, the nectings to be in the Friends Meeting House 
end hospitality to delegates to be given by Manchester nembers, there 
being no place large enough in Manchester to house all the delegates. 
The Cormittco were very grateful for this cchifcont offer, but -fol t 
that it must nako further inquiries before putting such a strain on 
the Manchester Branch.

LGREED to inquire if accommodation were available at the Co
operative Holidays Association Gwest House at H.C: Derbyshire. Fail
ing this, or an L.C.C. Training College- (after inquiry early in 1944) 
it was unanimously I.GREED to accept Manchester1 S kind offer.

439, PACE TERMS MORIAL. Reported that 91 out of 850 prominent 
women had signed the '#0ace Terns Memorial, which had been sent, with 
a covering note, to the Prime Minister on the 25th September, and the 
Press on the 27th, A copy had been sent to the Foreign Office for 
information. Tho text of the Memorial or reference to it had appoorod 
in To Friend, the News Chronicle and the Yorkshire Evening Post. Some 
very interesting letters had been received giving reasons for signing 
or not signing the Manorial.

440. BRING AND BUY, SALE. Reported that, stimulated by the excellent 
results of Bring and Buy SLes in the Branches, the London members of 
the Executive Committee had agroed to organise a Bin end Buy Sole for 
mbers not attached to Branches (particularly London members) at 
Friends House,on November 19th from 3 to 4.30 -.n. to raise enough 
money "to run* the Office for at least one month." Several representa
tives from the Branches described various ways in which'they had raised 
their own money.

41. FINANCE. Mrs. McGregor-Wood in presenting the.monthly statement 
of Accounts draw attention to the balance in hand of £55, but, she said, 
she was not unduly alarmed at this, because we had the special contribu
tion of £50 for work on I dis, and our Penny-a-Wool Fund and the Con- 
gross Fund were steadily increasing. Sho expressed warm thanks to the 
B-ches for their support of the Quota and FA 1.0s of Headquarters 
scheme which, she said, was in the nature of an experiment to tide over 
this very critical year. £86 in donations in September was something 
unusual and the Coutttoc were very gratified. So suggested that 
next year other members should be asked to become F/iends of Head
quarters in place of those who had subscribed this year. Famborough, 
one of our very new Bronchos, had recently sent her a cheque for 
£10.11,6 as a result of a B-ing and Buy Sala, emd Childwall , another 
mew Branch, had already sent its quota of £2.10.00 

-43 • FUTURE PLANNING OF THE VM.L. ON n REGIONAL BASIS Mrs. Phillips, 
on behalf of the Manchester Branch, put forward a proposal that. the 
T.I.L. should be organised on a regional basis with the following 
possible regions: North West, North East, Midlands, North Wales, South 
Wales, Scotland, South East and South West England and Greater London.

Each region should have its own Office and the Branches in that 
region should send their subscriptions direct to the Regional Secretary.

The Headquarters Office should send each Regional Secretary 
sufficient copies of Minutes, letters to Secretaries, etc. for her to 
distribute. The Regional Office would send to Hocdquarters tho affilia
tion fees of each member within the region.

Manchester believed this would easr Headquarters of a considerable 
cmount of labour and expanse.

Mrs. Phillips said that it was believed that this regional system 
wouLd help to develop the organisation as a whole and would result in an 
increased membership.



Mrs. Phillips added that several of tho croups tithin.tho 
Manchester Branch Wore large enough to bocoro Branches having direct 
contact with Headquarters, and if the transfer woro made it would 
put the Manchester Office as it stands at present in a difficult 
position. The response, it WCs only fair to say, to tho regional 
schome from the Manchester Groups was varied, some wro in favour of 
bocoing Branches attached to Headquarters rhilo others cro ready 
to foil in with the now proposal.

During the.discussion ITS • Duncan Harris pointed out that the 
Headquarters Office could not bo considered as a regional office. 
I must continue to be the national centre tith responsibilities to 
ALl.Branches end to the international'. A greater London ncgioncl 
Office would also have to bo run, if the scheme'developed.

.Somo of the many points raised wore: would the regional plan 
dininish the contact between Branches and Headquarters; would 
Branch Secretaries receive Headquarters letters, Minutes, etc. as 
promptly through the Rogionol Office as direct: in nnny areas there 
woronot sufficient Bronchos to be organised regionally; regional” 
isotion would increase local interest and probably give groctor 
facilities for more contact "with the Government; the consideration 
of organisation as well as political matters,was necessary; would 
it be easier to got speakers for a series of meetings for the 
Bonchos in the region? would the indopondoncc of a Branch within 
the region be guaranteed?

After full discussion it was felt that the time was not ri-o
1 or, tho M:T.L. to adopt regionalisation,, but it was a method of work 
vp be kept in mind and considered again later. In the noontime 
the excellent plan of regional Conferences which North Wales end 
Manchester had instituted, should be onoourcgod. This was a sure 
way of steadily increasing membership end interest and was -rovine, 
most helpful. “ °

MrS. Dunoon Harris thankcod the Manchester Branch for bringing 
this important question to the attention of the Conmittoc and hoped 
the Branches would go forward with their regional Conferences, “in 
the meantime the Organisation Committee of Headquarters would givo . 
thought to how far Hocdqquarters can help in the organisation of 
new Branches and whether it can pay the expenses of a speaker to a 
first meeting. The time would come when the question of an Organ
ising Secretary would have to be considered.
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Politioel situation. The India Connittee had discussed the 
sugges ti oh from North Wal e s that an "India Weel" should be held in 
November, but it was decided to take no immediate action until 
it was seen whether the new Viceroy intended to take action. If 
there was no indication of this being done, it would be necessary 
to rally public opinion in this country. Meanwhile the India 
Committee would keep a .vigilant vatch on events.

It as decided to Trite to the Religious Department of the 
B,3.C. requesting that intercession be made for Lord wavell on 
the ova of his departure and the situation in India. Miss 
Harrison agreed to urito a short Note on India for the Nevs Sheet.

445. COLONIES Mrs. McGregor Ross said that there was evidence 
of a greatly increased interest throughout the country on the 
wholo Colonial question. She reported that the Warrington Branch 
of the W.I.L. is arranging a Regional Conference on the Future of 
the Colonies next March and Headquarters has been asked to support 
it, through publicity in the News Sheet.

Mrs. Ross suggested that articles should appear in the 
News Sheet on the International Colonial Convention and on the 
Control of the Natural Resources of the Colonies. AGREED that 
Mr. Greenidge should be asked to write on the Convention and Miss 
Rita Hinden on the Control of the Natural Resources of the 
Colonics.

The Colonies Committee were considering the possibility of 
holding a Conference on the Colonies in London early in 1944. 
Other interested Organisations would be consulted.

446. CONSTITUTION mND RULES OF THE W.I.L. Miss McAra, on behalf 
of the Glasgow Branch ' drew attention to the Rule in the Constitu
tion with regard to Annual Council Meetings; which stated that
all amendments to resolutions must reach the Office not later 

than 21 days before the meeting..." The Branch submitted that this 
Rule was not adhered to v:hon amendments to resolutions from the 
floor were accepted at Annual Council Meetings, and their acoopt- 
onco gave preference to individual opinion over the considered 

opinion of the Branch. Many other Organisations adopted the 
rule of only taking amendments that had previously been circulated 
to delegates.

Mrs. Duncan Harris explained that the procedure’ of accept
ing the amendments from the floor had always been customary at our 
Annual Meetings and also at international meetings, and that it 
was considered an advantage for delegates to be able to make pro
nouncements after new light had been thrown on to a subject as a 
result of discussion on verbal amendments to resolutions..

After discussion the general feeling was that the Glasgow 
Branch’s interpretation of the letter of the clause was tenable, 
and.that those who wish the present practice to continue should 
put forward an amendment to th© Rulo at the 1944 Annual Council 
Meo tings.

Mrs. Innes undotock to draft a suitable amendment in the 
sense of the present practice.

447 o BRANCH NEWS. Reports given by delegates showed great 
activity and enthusiasm in the Branches represented, which 
augured well for the future of the W.I.L. 'Reports will appear? 
in the November News Sheet. ;

418. “PQOIOFOPTNION." Tn opening the discussion of the 
"Pool of Opinion" Ms. Duncan Harris reminded the Committee 
that the shape of the future world organisation is being deter
mined now in war-time measures, in U.N.R.R,,, in the Hot 
Springs Conference, etc. and that we must consider how far we 
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want thorn incorporated in a moro pernanont andfinal shaping of 
pos t- ar re cons truc tion.

Questions (1) Arenolo’s Peace, (2) Tor id Organisation, (5) 
Econonic planning, (6) Economic Imporinli.sn, (8) Migration, 
were considered in detail and Mrs. Innes svrrised the discussion 
after each question- (See Summaries attached)-

AGREED that the summaries, as finally adopted, should he 
sent to Gertrude Baer, the International Chairman in the U.S.A* 
and a copy to Eily Balch, the International President, for her 
information, and to he printed in the Novombor News Sheet.

AGREED to express to Gertrude Baer regret that the Sections 
had not been invited to give more attention to the question of 
Education.

AGREED also to send Gertrude Baor, for information only, 
the Notes on Economic Planning of Mrs. Lloyd Prichard, and to 
offer to send the Notes from the Branches on the five questions 
for interest only, if desired.

AGREED that Question 7 (Disarmament), should be discussed at 
tho December Executive Comittoc, and that the material sent from 
Branches should be circulated beforehand and that Branches should 
be reminded that they could send representatives to the Committee 
on Docember 1st. The results of the discussions should be sent to 
Gertrude Baer after the meeting.

AGREED that Gertrude Baer should be reminded that, as Mrs. 
Innes had already written, the Section would be continuing the 
discussion on the romcining questions early in 1944 and the results 
of the discussions forwarded as soon after as possible. The next 
Annual Council Meetings were considered a good time for the dis
cussions to tokc place.

In closing the Moo ting Mrs. Duncan Harris gave warm thanks 
to all the delegates for giving up so much of their time in coming 
to the meetings.' She'.felt the discussions had been valuable and 
hoped the delegates would think the meetings had been worth while.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Wonosday, Novembor 3:d, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
at Flat 8, 144 Southampton Row, London, W.C. ..

Representatives from Branches will be welcome.

®ATE OF MEETING IN DEOIBER: 
on WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER' 1st,

Please note that this will be held 
in the Flat.



The-buUIOI was moved by Mrs. G. Ganley, J.F., &nd seconded Miss 
E,I, Smith. It was carried unanimously.

Resolution.
This conference of women’s organisations, having met to " 1

consider how women may best secure their inclusion in all steps 
taken in. the making of peace and of reconstruction, records its 
conviction that:-

(1) At this moment in history it is essential for women to realise 
their responsibility in the far-reuthing decisions which are being 
made in their name, and that this sense of responsibility must re
main alert, even in the days of weariness that may well follow 
when hostioities cease.

(2) In the emergence of the new world which is hoped for after 
the war, women, whose close concern with the nurture of the next 
generation has given them a special experience and point of view, 
have a definite contribution to make in moving away from methods 
of coercion and conflict, and in pressing for those measures which 
can provide a foundation for world.Co-operation to secure a 
fuller life for all.

It therefore, resolves;-
(i)

To call upon all women's organisations to bring this matter 
before their members-with a view to;-

(a) educating the.community to recognise that the help 
of women is essential in every sphere of life, and women must 
serve in a 11 important social tasks;

(b) seeking out suitable women for membership of relevant 
bodies;

(c) making known the views of organised women to those in 
authority;

(ii) To suggest to women ‘s organisations that they should 
encouruge their branches to call together similar eeferences 
in the provinces;

(iii) To co-operate in calling a Public Conference in London 
when seems desirable.
Miss Taylor moved a vote of thanks to the speakers.

Mrs. Duncan Harris concluded the meeting by saying that the 
resolution laid on the women of this country a continued res
ponsibility. It was not so much a claim of right AS WOMEM, but AS 
CITILENS. Our work was to try and bring back the balance which had 
gone too much to one side, ve needed to redress-this balance of 
human organisation, so that in the future we might move forward 
to something worthier of th human race.



WOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE.

SUMMARIES OF THE DISCUSSIONS ON THE W.KL.P.F. wPOOL OF OPINION.” 
Oct. 5th and 6th, 1943.- Friends House, Euston Road, London, N.V. 1.

QUESTION 1. A PEOPLE'S PEACE.

All agree that for any lasting peace fundamental change in 
the political, economic and social, educational and psychological 
spheres is essential. Some fundamental changes are being made 
but we realise that all cannot be completed before the ending of 
hostilities. Meanwhile we must keep the end in view and work to
wards it by any stages possible, the end being to reach a world 
that can be organised for a lasting peace.

QUESTION 2. WORLD ORG./NESATION.------------------------------------------------------------------------------

We think that ultimately there must be a world federation.
We see dangers in rival federations and a problem to which we have 
not found a solution as how to got representation of the peoples 
more directly on international bodies provided with executive power.

We believe that the machinery of the League of Nations 
should be revived with any modifications that appear necessary in 
the light of post experience, possibly local federations within 
the framework of the League might be achieved.

In the revived League of Nations, some surrender of national 
sovereignty over a spreading area of functions is essential. This 
is being foreshadowed, e.g. by the organisation of U.N.R.R.A. and 
the Hot Springs Conference. Sovereign rights over the air, for 
example, must be surrendered.

The revived League of Nations should be open to all accept
ing the Constitution which must include a Charter of Human Rights. 
Membership should offer subs tantial'advantages to the members.

QUESTION 5. ECONOMIC H.ANNING.

In general, we wish to emphasise that the employment and 
representation of women should be recognised by all Governments 
as a vital part of international planning, and of the world 
authority of the future.

All are agreed that planning is necessary, and some degree 
of common ownership. Social security, involving full employment, 
should be the aim of economic planning. It is necessary to 
secure efficiency, but this must not be achieved without relation 
to human happiness, or at the price of liberty. Economic planning 
must include consideration of the various proposals for currency 
reform. Co-operation and the co-operative principle, with its 
emphasis on the claims of the consumer, are in line with W.I.L. 
principles, and with the idea that production should be not for 
profit but for the fulfilment of human needs, and co-operation 
should therefore find a place in any world plans.

QUESTION 6. .ECONOMIC IMPERIALISM.

There is general agreement that colonies should be brought 
to an end in the sense that self-government should be achieved 
by the Colonial peoples as soon as they are ready for it, the time 
varying in the’ various dependencies. It should be the respon
sibility of the International Supervisory Body to concern it
self with the time for self-government. We maintain our agreo-.



ment that India should be given immediate self-government and 
that Ceylon and the Test Indies should be given it in the near 
future, as indeed has been promised and is in course of realisa
tion.

Partnership between the Mother country and the dependencies 
is regarded as a better conception than Trusteeship in the case 
of dependencies not yet able to have self-government. Thore is 
a good deal of agrocment that most dependencies need a great deal more education before responsible self-government can be given _ 
them, but we advocate that education shall be greatly and rapidly 
improved.

To avoid exploitation, some suggest that1Dig business” 
should be controlled, others that socialism willcure the evils, 
others that the following will all be effective in preventing 
exploitation - more international supervision, recognition of the 
right of the native inhabitants to their land; education! the 
increase of trade unions and inspectors of labour; better and 
more universal application of I.L.O. Conventions; the sending 
of intelligent Colonial peoples to other countries to see condi
tions there; increase of representation of Colonial people on 
Councils, Commissions and Committees both in'the Colonios.and 
internationally, cnd general raising of the standard of living 
and incidence of social services.

There is general agreement that some. form of international 
supervisory body should be created for all dependencies - an im
proved Mandatary System - but not international administration 
for which there seems to be no demand whatever from the Colonial 
peoples themselves. For an improved Mandatory SJs tom We advocate 
the creation of an international Colonial Commission on to which 
the Colonial peoples shall have direct and cdoquato representa
tion.

Finally, We would bring forward the opinion that the whole 
question of the provision and use of food and raw materials in the 
Colonies of all nations should have a place in the planning of 
an international body which will presumably be planningfor the 
world economic field.

QUESTION8MIGRATLONa

In principle we look to a world of social and economic 
security in which world-citizenship and free migration may be 
possible.

In the present confused state of the world we do not 
feel we can make any further contribution to this question.



Minutes of Meeting of Executive Committee, Wednesday, November 
3rd, 1943, at Flat 8, 144 Southampton Ron?, London, W.C. 1. from 
11 to 4 pfm.

PRISENT; Mrs. McGregor Ross in the Chair, Mrs. Duncan Harris, 
Miss Harrison, Miss Burton, Mrs. Lloyd Prichard, MTS. Malcomson, 
Miss Dickinson, Mrs. Castle, Mrs. Lord, Mrs. Grindley, Mrs. 
Ballinger, Mrs. Bedford, Mrs. Beesley, Mrs, Wood, Mrs. Innes, 
Mrs. Brayshaw, and Mrs. Phillips from Manchester Branch.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE received from Miss Pye, Miss Haughton and 
Dr. Scott who it, was reported, had been taken ill since her 
arrival in London for the Committee. Considerable concern Was ex 
pressed and it. was AGREED that a letter of sympathy should be sent 
to Dr. Scott.

MINUTES OF MEETING.. ON OCTOBER 5 th and 6th were confirmed after 
adding (1) Mrs.' Grindley*s name to the list of those present;
(2) Mrs. Lord’s name to the Apologies, (3) Minute 443, last line 
to read ton tho very fine work of their country" in place of 
” their very fine work."

Minute 449.
t—MFsV'Phillips said that the Manchester Branch felt that Minute 

442 first paragraph on page 4 did not correctly interpret the mean- ing of what she had said on behalf of the Branch, which Was that 
some of the Manchester groups were in favour of becoming Branches 
attached to tho proposed Manchester Regional Office and not to 
National Headquarters. She understood that the Commit toe were 
ingreement on this and that, while there were not sufficient 
Branches to make genoral 'regionalisation possible yet, the Man
chester Branch was encouraged to go ahead with their regional 
scheme. Mrs. Duncan Harris said that there had been a misundor- 
standing because the Constitution required Branches' to be attached 
to Headquarters, but Manchester had been encouraged to go ahead with 
their regionalisation of Branches for Conferences, etc. The 
Committee supported this. After discussion it was agreed to ask 
the Manchester Branch to consider the question again end to bring 
forward a proposal to the Annual Council, if it effected the Con
stitution. If it did not, the proposal could come before the 
Executive Committee.

MINUTE 450.
BUSINESS ARISING: Reported the Bring end Buy- Selo had been 

arranged for Friday., November 19th from 3 to 4.30 p.m. at Friends 
Houso, Euston Road. The London members of the Executive were 
aiming, at raising £50.

Reported that a Lunch Meeting was arranged for November 24 th 
at Friends House, when Mr.“van dor Spronkol, B.So. Econ. would 
spook on ’’Portents and Potential’s in the Far East.” Mrs. Risoh- 
bieth of Australia would take the Chair.

Reported that consent had been obtained from Dr Mead and the 
ad hoc Women * s Conf er en ce C.ommi tt go to print Dr. Mead’s address on 
The Hot Spring Conference'which she gave on Scn tomb or 11th, in the 
News Sheet, and as a leaflet.

. 451. FINANCE. Mrs. McGregor Wood prosontod the attached statement 
of accounts which showed a balance in the current account of £12, 
She asked Members from Branches if they would ask their Treasurers 
to forward any sums now which they had in hand for Headquarters. 
She hoped that' these, with the results of the London Bring and Buy 
Sale might tide us over to the end of the year .

Mrs. Wood reported that, in view of our financial, 
position, the Officers felt that only half fares could be.paid to 

...members attending Executive Committee next month.
S a

452. W.I.L. CZECH. FDND. Mrs. Duncan Harris reported that the 
accounts made up to the end of March last showed a balance of



02112.10.11. Since then there had been some withdrawals which 
left a balance under £100.

453, NEWS SHEET. Mrs. Innes reported that the December issue 
would contain an article by Mr. Greenidge on the International 
Colonial Convention drafted by the Anti-Slavery and Aborigines 
Protection Society, D. Mead’s address on The Hot Springs Con
ference, a note from Miss Harrison on India, report of the Bring 
and Buy Sale, Reviews by Mrs. Ross and Branch News.

454. INTERNATIONAL NEWS- Mrs. Duncan Harris reported that she 
and Miss Pye had attended the Service in memory of Senator Plamin-

ko va (Czechoslovakia bn October 8th. A amhot about her had been 
issued by the Czechoslovak Council of Wone2 in this country.
AGREED to ask if’we. could have enough copies for our Branches and 
cur W.I.L. Czech members, and for several members of the Committee.

455. RUSSIA. Ms. Ines reported a letter from Dr. Lena Stern 
through the Embassy of the U.S.S.R. thanking her for the letter 
she had sent and saying she would be glad to establish contacts 
with her old friends from the International League. Reported also 
that numerous Russian Newspapers and pamphlets in English had 
recently been received. Miss Anderson was making use of some of 
them. Mrs. Lloyd Prichard thought she could make use of a few 
copies.

456. GERTRUDE BAER had written regretting that the articles she had 
particularly asked for had not yet been received. Mrs. Lloyd 
Prichard said she would send one immodiotoly.

457 , LIAISON COMMITTEE OF WOMEN'S INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS. 
Reported that Mrs. Grindley was unable to attend regularly the 
meetings of this Committee, owing to her work for the C.Os. It 
was felt necessary that the W.I.L.P.F. should be represented at 
eadh meeting, and Mrs. Duncan Harris offered to act as substitute 
for Mrs. Grindley when necessary, and also toattond the discussion 
meetings on post-war planning now being. arrengod.

458. INDIA. Reported the following cable had been sent to Mrs. 
. y {2 4. .

"British Section Women's International League deeply 
concerned over Femine situation and are doing what we can to help 
warm greetings to you all. fnnes.” "

MISS Harrison reported that the All India Women's Conference 
.was to be held in December. She did not know if a British woman 
would be allowed to' go to India for it but an effort would be made 
to send someone.

With regard to the Famine situation in India there was a 
great need for public opinion to be aroused on this, not only from, 
the monetary point of view. Shipping was the important thing and 
this, of course, was in the hands of the Government. A good im
pression had been made by Lord Wavoll taking the matter in hand 
immediately on his arrival in India and it was'hoped that his ac
tion would help to ease the political situation. The Sponsors of 
the seven different Famine Relief Funds for.India were meeting to 
see if there could be a ’’pooling” of efforts so that complications 
in the future are avoided* Money was coming in from many quarters 
and Miss Harrison said the W.I.L. India Committee wanted to urge 
those Branches who have not already taken action to set to work 
immediately either by co-operating with an existing Fund in their 
town, or by promoting local activity where so far nothing is being 
done. She said that the greater part of the money would be sent 
to India, though of course a part would be required for campaigning.

It is hoped that reprints of the letter from the Archbishop 
of Canterbury and the -two Moderators will be widely distributed 
before November 28th, which is to be a National Day of Prayer for 
India. The B.B.C. is to be approached to see if an Intercession 



Service similar to that for China, can be arranged • The Branches 
were to he urged to find out at once what steps were being taken 
in the Churches in their towns for this day, and to co-operate
wherever possible.

MrS, Lloyd Prichard expressed the 106200 the North Wales 
Branch that an IndieWeek was not thought advisable .at the prosent tiC althey thought it urgent that action should be taken at 
once on the political situation. It was agreed that cftor.the 
Debate on India in the House on 4th November the Officers, in con
sultation with the N.P.C. should consider what, if cny, policy for 
the future had been outlined by Mr. Churchill or Mr. Amory, and 
whether the time had come for taking action. Miss Harrison felt 
that Lord Navel should be given enough tino for action in India 
before we may any approaches.

Miss Harrison further reported nows of the setting aside of 
the Order prohibiting women to worl£ in ^hc^ mipps. ip^ .̂ 
understood that Mrs. Shbbaroyan^^t a#pro.

and she said that
the Liaison Committee of British Organisations co-operating with 
the All India Women’s Conference is to meet on November 8 th W-a~ ke 
eonstdor what action, if u^-,. could be takon-in this country-.
(wae~ _-e-uLe L.e Oked -
459. COLONIES. Miss Anderson reported on the meeting of the W.I.L. 
sub-Committee and scid several reasons had boon put forward against 
holding a Conference in London in the near future, one.in particu
lar was that the Warrington Branch were planning a Regional Confer
ence in March to which it was hoped that people from the South 
might be able to attend. It was thought, however, that a series 
of lunch hour addresses in London in the New Y. or, taking different 
aspects of the Colonial question in turn, might be arranged..

The Committee had considered how Branches could best be fitted 
to take advantage of the various publications issued under their 
Literature deposit scheme, such as the International Colonial Con
vention. There were also other Soci etios’publications, such as 

Epiro" issued by the Fabian Colonial Bureau and the ’’Reporter” of 
the Anti -Slavery and Aborigines Protection S’cicty / both of which 
contained very useful and important materiel. The suggestion was 
that Branches should be invited to appoint one of their members to 
receive and study such publications and pass on to the Branch as a 
whole, a digest of their contents. This would enable her to be 
au fait with the subject and it was hoped the Branch would send 
hor as. their delegate to the Conference at Woorington, the proceed-- 
ings of which she could report back to them. It was also suggested 
to ask Warrington whether the Conference could be hold on Saturday 
afternoon and' earty evening and a special session on Sunday morning 
at which the W.I.L, members might discuss the subject from its own 
point of view. This would also facilitate travelling and hospitality 

The Committee further suggested the collating of W.I.L. 
resolutions passed oyer a period of ten years with a view to com
paring them wi th the.present day staterent.

The Committee also agreed to urge Mrs. James to let us have 
her study syllabus as soon as possible.

460. Internstional Labour Office. Miss Dickinson referring to a 
letter in the Manchester Guardian, expressed concern at the lack of 
recognition of the work of the I.L.O. and its co-operation with 
Conferences, such as the Hot Springs Conference, and asked if there 
was any action the W.I.L. could take to secure recognition of its 
work. After discussion it was agreed that Mr. Clifton Robbins 
should be written to on the matter and asked whether he thinks the 
positions, calls for any action, over which we might help..

461. MOSCOW TALKS. Miss Anderson opened the discussion on the 
Moscow Talks. Particular emphasis was laid on. the punishment of 
war criminals and on the Declaration on Austria. It was agreed 
that we should not put out any statement at the present tina.

462. NATIONAL PEACE COUNCIL STATEMENT OF POLICY. The draft State 
ment on The Conditions of a Constructivo Poacevas considered



cus. by clausa and our represontativos noro given guidance aS to 
suggestions to mke nonit was considered by the N.P.C.

463. BRANCH REPORTS Members of the Cormttv 
nd forthcoming arrang cm

from Branches rO
n ts Mr s. Lord TO 

the Earpondonported on their,work . .
ported a letter from Miss Monnoll » -
Rmnch saying that the Branch could no longer continue because of 
illness of of the domestic difficulties of the younger people.. 
Perhaps later a Secretary might be found who would be able to inter
est many of the new people who are now living in Harpondon: Aereec 
to thank Miss Mennell and the Harpenden Committee for their help 
i the past and to express the hope that there will be a future for 
the w,I.L. in Harpondon later on. .

Reported that the Farnborough Bran ch had 
sent in their comments on Question VII in the ’Tool of Opinion” 
and it was agreed to circulate them to. the Bronchos and Executive

the Chcir.

before December 1st.

464. CORRESPONDENCE.
Actresses Fran c hi s e League Chrishas i^arty, Friday^ 17 th Doo • 

from 3 to 6 p.n. ’ Reported that the proceeds of this Party Wore 
to help to found to Lectureships in memory of Nina Boyle and 
Alison Ncilans. Nina Boyle was a member of the National Women 
Citizens’ Association, the Save the Children Fund, etc. and Alison 
Noilons had devoted her life to the work of the Association 1o 1 
Moral and Social Hygiene, and had been in constant touch with the 
W.1.L. ' 'Mrs. Groonwood. Reported the foruardin6 of a ProPosc- sent 
to Mrs. GreonwoodTy Mr.David Peat for a personal pledge to with
hold support from any national government which seeks to upset the 
cannonly agreed rule of law set up to take the place of war. The 
Committee decided not to take steps along these lines.

p.n--j l y Endowment Society. Reported a letter from this Society 
asking the w. I .L. to press the Government to introduce .the Family 
Allowances scheme ireciatoly, GREED to do this, to press for the 
inclusion of the first child, ond ■ to comment on the fact that we 
feel the suggested sum of 5/- is inadequate.

465. THE INTERI II OML BUREIIU FOR THE SUPPRESSION OF TRAFFIC IN 
WOMEN AND CHILDREN. .. Miss Harrison reported on a Conference on 
The Abolition of "Tolerated Prostitution called by the above Society 
on October 22nd and 23rd.

g-pa-ge
/ THIS CONCLUDED THE BUSINESS.

DATE AND PLACE OF NEXT MEETING: Wednesday, December 1st from
11 a.m. to 4 P.maat Flat 8, 144 Southampton Row, London, W.G. 1. 
Question VII - Disarmament and International Police - in the 
’’Pool of Opinion”, will be-discussed. AlL Branches are invited to 

I send representatives.

466. ANTI-VANSITTARTISM. Reported that the N.P.O. were consider
ing setting up a co-ordinating Committee on anti-Vansittertisn.

Miss Anderson consented to represent the W.I.L.at a meeting 
of the Progressive League in support of the inti -Vansit tart Declara
tion, in the Conway Hall in December.



V.T.L. ST.TEMENT OF ^OCOWTS FOR OCTOB.ER}... 1943

Blanoe on Oct. 
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Friends of Head

quarters
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Inland Rev.Oct.. 
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6
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4
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Insurances
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Ren t**.»*.«, .»•«»••• 
Work for India..... 
Salaries............ 
Stationery...........
Meetings ...... 
Nows Sheets........ 
Tavelling E on s e s 
Telephone. .......

Li terature. ........

7. 
.3.10. 
15. -.

3.17.
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6
3

6

11.10
1. - 
8.14

2 
5.14 
2. 9 

6617
6

5731

BonkAA. .
Potty C

. 59.15. 63
12. 65 

£127. 5. 5-.

AA ear-marlced for various Fun.ds
4-8. 2. 2.

Gurrent norklB. 5.111



WOMEN* S INTERNATIONAL, LJIOMHA

POOL oF OPINION. AUESTI ON VII___DIS^jO2^LL^:j^ .^^aCTONAL
—■— ■———T I VLLUJ•

NOTES SENT IN BY THE FARNBOROUGH BRANCHb943

For sone years after the cessation of official hostilities 
the psychologican and factual conditions will make it impossible 
for direct propaganda fordisarncnent to hovo any Goo0qffoct:, 
In many countries civil and guerilla warfare end starvation will 
have undor-nined. the security of life end. aestroyed any Sons ° 
of responsibility to the community. A sense of security can 
only be restored by the establishment of an economic system, 
which will assure the means of life to all; but pending this we
think that the least evil course 
international armed police force 
international administration and 
all countries who are trained to

would be the steblishment of on ‘
rosponsiblo to sone frn of 
rocruitod by voluntoors fronl

ish to cim at the. reduction an
ense of world citizenship 
final abolition of purely

national crmed forces. The 
would also have as a powerful 
order the provision of food a

control intor
weapon for th1

.tioncl author! ty • 
3 restoration of

nd other noGQSSiti.es.

Tc recognise that some people may bo clloc end trainee 
for unarmed resistance to violence - perhcps as the outcome of 
their practical service* Wo visualise something conbinin6 the 
qualities of the I.S.V.P. and the Satyorsrehios of India*

No wish that in our nwn country conscription should be 
replaced by a period of practical service, as a necessary 
qualification for citizenship. This should be a continuation 
of an increased eduation for citizenship1 in both schools and 
youth organisations..



WOMENISINTERNATE onal LEAGUE.

Minutes of Executive Committee, Wednesday, December 1st, 1943, at 
Elat 8, 144 Southampton Row, London, W.C. 1.

PRESENT: NrS. Duncan Harris in the Chair in the morning and Mrs. 
McGregor Ross in the afternoon, Miss Dicinson, Mrs. Castle, Mrs. 
Malcomson, Mrs. Ballinger, 'Mrs. Beesley, Mrs. McGregor Wood, Mrs. 
Innes, Miss Harrison, Mrs. Berwick Sayers, Mrs. Lloyd Prichard. 
Representatives from Branches: Mrs. Barker, Farnborough, Mrs. Perry 
and Mrs. Staple ton, Liverpool'.

Lady Unwin, Vice-President, attended and was warmly welcomed 
from America.

APOLOGIES FOR, ABSENCE were received from Miss Hilda Burton, Miss 
Haughton, Miss Pye and Mrs. Grindley. Manchester and Leicester 
Branches regretted their appointed representatives were unable to 
attend.

MINUTES OF MEETING on November 3rd were signed after the following 
amendments had been mado:-

on page 3, last paragraph of Minute 458 after "Mrs. Subarayan" 
delete the words "had approached the National ouncil of Women 
urging them to protest at this retrograde step” and insert "Mombor 
of the Legislative Assembly had taken the matter up.” After ’’Novem
ber Sth” delete "to consider what action, if any, could be taken in 
this country,” and insert iihen the matter would bo raised.

467. BUSINESS ARISING. Mrs. Bodford roportod that the Bring. and 
Buy Sale on November 19th had been,a great social and financial suc
cess. Mrs. Prthick Lawrence had spoken for a few moments words of 
encouragement and inspiration, while Lady Unwin acknowledged the 
warm welcome given her on her roturn from America. The Treasurer 
reported the results of tho Sale to be £60. The Chairman, on behalf 
of the Committee expressed thanks to all those who had worked to 
make it such a success.

Family Allowances Scheme. Roportud formal acknowledgments 
from the Chancellor of the Exchequer and Sir William Jovitt, llinis- 
tor without Portfolio, of our letter of November 17th, pressing for 
the immediate introduction of the scheme for Family Allcvencos, 
without waiting for the implementation of other Beveridge proposals; 
and urging that allowances should be operative from the birth of 
the first child; and expressing the view that the suggested sum of 
5/- is inadequate either for the maintenance of a child, or as a 
factor in women’s willingness to have larger frmilios.

International Labour Office. In the cbsoncc of Mrs. Grindloy
Q telephone report of her interview on behalf of the Committee with 
Mr. Clifton Robbins, was given. ..He had- said that the information 
in the Manchester Guurdicn was not really correct. Things were mov- 
ing behind the scenes which were confidential. He suggested that 
the ad hoc Women’s Conference in Marsh should stress the importance 
of a contribution being, made by .women, who, ho considered, could 
not possibly be ignored in future - unless they wanted it to be so.

4:68 ♦. FINANCE. Ms.vood reported a bclenco in the current account
of £33.15.9d as against £12 for the previous month.

Rfurring to the ”Quota” MS . Wood expressed her warmest thanks 
and congratulations to Brighton, Cambridge, Liverpool, Reading and 
Worthing. Branches for sending their quota, and in some instances 
more:than their quota. Though Farnborough and Childwall, as now 
Branches, had not been obliged to take part in the scheme, thoy had" 
contributed more than_their quota according to their membership. 
Munchestor was in a different position because it had its own office 
to run, end she was very grateful to the Birmingham Branch for all 
it did at the Annul Council Meeting, particularly in arranging the



Bring and Buy Sale for 
her sanity 8 - she must 
fares to pay to attend

Hecdouerters, though — in order to mcintcin 
remind them that they did not hcve hecVY 
the Council. The Quota had brought in 
for £261. She proposed vri ting to those 

or paid their full quota, cskin 
" ” if it v&S

£164 and she had hoped
Blanches tho had not yet responded. 
them to consider seriously whctthey could do 
only to send a Chris nas gift to Hecdquorters-

further

take 
supportIrs, 1 ood asked those tho belonged to Branches to 

back to ' their members a message of norm thanks for heir 
from their grateful but still harassed Treasurer. Ml though the
Quota scheme:had not been a complete success Headquarters had 
a gift from the blue in the form of the results of the Hesd quarters 
Sle — £60. The. wormest 
Hrrison and o1] friends

to the Misses 
g this unenpe

help for the Funds.
Referring to the Rule in the Constitution nhich allowed 

ttho payment of railway fares to country members so longes funds 
ere available for that purpose," IS. Wood said she tnou6t it 
might not be possible to pay so much money in faros in the -uture 
end it might be necessary to discuss a change in the Rules S" 
noxt Annur Council Meeting.

Mr s. 
picture - tho 
Congress Fund 
ar-ork.

Wood referred to two bright spots in the financial 
Penny-a-cck Fund now amounting to 2152.18.6 and the 
of £75 - together well over £200 for our Ltcr-thc-

L present of 2 to Miss Palmor, As a small token of her 
voluntary services in the Office over a period of several months 
ses reported. Miss Palmer had opresed her thanks to the., 
mittue and appreciation of the work 7hich she had enjoyed w-tn 
Miss Hso2.

469. BRANCH REPORTS
members from Bi

reported by 
n, Reading

the
Live

inches 
ool, B

“L VI 1 .
C.,• 2/--

The C ildwall Branch, in 0dC -O ------ " 
American life, had been in correspondence 
of our U.S.A. Section who had promised to 

put the Branch in touch with an American Branch and to send "Four 
Lights" regularly. A copy of the Annual Report,of the Branch 
was available to other Branches on application to the Office.

and Nor 
better

bU .eS
understanding of

ith Miss Starr Brinton

Letters were reported from Mrs. Sussams of Sheffield end 
Mrs. Sturdy of Blackpool, ennouncing the formation of a MLL•, 
Branch in their towns. Mrs. Phillips, of MunchesterBranch, had 
been mainly responsible for the one at Sheffield. Literature end 
model Branch Rules had been sent to them.

Mrs.. Wood reported that recently she had addrossod Students 
at the Training College at Saffron Walden on their International 
Students7 Day and eleven students had joined the oTeL• end formed 
a Group. She said she was very concerned to know how to maintain 
the interest of new Branches and Groups and she urged that timo, 
should be devoted t the January Committee to,the discussion of tho 
organisation of new-. Branches and Groups. This was --GREED

470. NES SHEET. Mrs. Innes said that articles she had planned 
or received for the January number from Dr. Hindon ondMrs. —iscr, 
together with a New: Year Message from Mrs. Duncan Harris, reviews, 
Branch and H.cdqurters News, vould fill it.

471. INTERNATIONAL NEWS Iks. Innes had roccivod a letter from
the Swedish-Section which TC 
Ques tionncirc was being sent

ported that the "Pool of Opinion”
;round to Chairmen of their Groups for

studying but that answers could n sent to imorico till next
Spring.
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AGIEED to ask the S edish Suction for an article for the NWS 
Sheet on their ".nnced Currency."

News had been received from Switzerlahd saying that Anita 
_ugspurg was somewhat better and had been able to get out a 
little and had enjoyed a small bit thday party to celebrate her 
86th birthday. She enjoyed receiving letters and sometimes 
answerod them.

472. NATIONAL PEACE COUNCIL. Mrs. Duncan Harris reported that 
the proposed amendments by the W.I.L. to the N.P.C. draft State
ment of Policy ’’The Conditions of a Constructive Peace” had 
been accepted, but the whole document was still in process of 
revision.

473. "FOOL OF OPINION” QUESTIONNAIRE. . A discussion took 
place on Question 7 Disarmomon t and International Police. ” 
Mrs. Innes was asked to draft a summary for consideration at 
next Executive.

474. INDIA. It was decided to send a cable of greetings to the 
All India Romen’s Conference as soon as information reaches us 
of the date and place of meeting.

Women in Mines. After discussion with the Liaison Group
Miss Harrison on behalf of the W.I.L. took the matter to Ir, 
Robbins, the Director of the I.L.O. Office in London. He said 
he would at once communicate''with the I.L.O. in Montreal and 
would let us know the result. Mr. Robbins was grateful to us 
for bringing the matter to his attention.

Sunday, November 28th. Several Branches reported they
had taken the matter up with their local clergy and in some 
cases were able to interest the local press. Full discussion 
took place as to next steps. Miss Harrison reviewed the 'posi
tion since our Council Meeting - the women’s letter that was 
an outcome of the-Council; our active co-operation in the im
portant and well signed statement issued by the N.-.C. on 7th 
August; the part we took in the efforts to acquaint Lord Tcvcll 
and LadyTavell of the concern,'and anxiety in this country, be
fore they left for India; of the part played by some of the ■ 
Branches in Famine Relief in their locali ties; and more recent
ly their efforts to get local response to the appeal for Nov
ember 28th to be observed as a special day of prayer. Miss 
Harrison told the Committee of other steps she kncv were being 
taken in an effort to end the deadlock.

It was decided to urge.the Branches to follow, up the
Dey of Prayero Intercession had booh made all over the country 
and on the B.B.C. that the present deadlock should be brought to 
an end; as long as the present situation maintains - the 
challenge, to- the Christian forces in this country - remains. 
And also, that in meetings held for famine relief, to bear in 
the forefront of our minds that contributing money for relief 
is not enough. The W.I.L. is committed to a policy for end
ing the political deadlock. The suggestion of sending a letter 
to Lord avollwas discussed that would stress the need for re
lease of political prisoners. This matter was left to the 
India and Colonies Committee's discretion.

Finally, it felt strongly that the India and
Colonics Committee needed inf ormction from the Bronchos as to the 
work that is going on' on both these subjects., and it was decided 
to, send, out some questions., the answers to which would greatly 
aid the Committee in the difficult days that licchoad.

475. COLONIES. On the recommendation of the India and Colonies 
Commit tee. Mr s. Irvine, an old 'Manchester member now living in 
the South, was co-opted to the India and Colonies Committee.
Mrs. Lloyd -Erichard said she would like to see. some members from 
the Bronchus represented on it.



Reported that the crrincton Branch Committo did not see its 
tcy to arranging^ special Sunday morning session of the forth© 
comi ng Colonial Conference. Thuy tore c.cioing nows from Mrs. 
Lloyd Prichard about a speaker and as soon as this had been re
ceived they would co ahead with their plans. They would than 
get in touch with Mrs. cGrcgor Ross. Members from the Liver
pool Branch thought they could offer hospitality over the Sot- 
urdcy night to some of the delegates to the Conference.

Later in the afternoon Mrs. Lloyd Prichard ennouncod that 
Dr. Rita Hindun had consented to spunk at the ’ Conf arene a on 
11th March.

Jan u ary 19 th: .
Lunch Meetings in London..7 Problems of Food Production in 

Lfr i c a (i ncludi ng nutrition, sil erosion, agriculture and 
forestry. Possible speakers: Miss -orhem. Dr. --UCro3 Ri chords 
or Dr. Fred Irvine.

January 26th: Labour Conditions.
----------------------- - -------------a- -- --s—em---- ---s-- 

Major Or de Brown.
S @ckor , if possible,

February 15th: Colonial Education: Possible Speaker: The 
Rev. Alex G. Fraser.

February 23rd: International Action for the Colonies. - - -II I   - II. , V - -1 ■  , r — — .      • ■' — ■ ■ -    

Possible Speaker: Mr. C.T.R. GTuonidgC.

Damlc Rechol Croldy was suggested as one of the Chairman.

"Mr. Clifford Robbins 01 the International Labour Office 
w a s Sugg e s t u d f or a Lunch Me e ting • on ’ an o t he r be e csi on.

D^TE OF HIT MELTING: Wednesday, Jenuny 5th, 1944 at Flat
8, 144 Southampton Row, London, W.C. 1. Representatives from 
Branches will be Tolccmod,


