
Christianity mates ;f riends of enemies. 
War makes enemies of friends.

Christ did not say“ blessed are the war makers", 
But “blessed are the peace makers".
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DANGER SPOTS TO WATCH
Europe Still Armed.

Lloyd George in a recent speech said :
«Two thirds of Europe is armed to 

the teeth with armies as numerous as 
they ever were before the Great War 
— and in many respects much better 
equipped — whilst the other third is 
helpless at the mercy of the strong 
man armed, who is their neighbour. If 
you take the Allied countries of Eu
rope today, their armies, inclusive of 
reserves, ..number in .the aggregate well 
over ten millions of men.- They have 
weapons . infinitely more formidable 
and destructive than those with which 
they were equipped in 1914. »

Wasted Millions.
The actual payments made by Ger

mans to defray the cost of the occupa
tion of German territory by Allied 
troops from its beginning up to Septem
ber 1st is estimated to be £306,000,000. 
This is the sum that has been thrown 
away in military expenditure at a time 
when all countries 'are in great econom
ic need. . « Manchester Guardian.»

War Profits.
The Dupont Manufacturing Corpora

tion of the United States, according 
to a letter from that' company to the 
Attorney General, states that the total 
profits made on the gun powder fur
nished the government not including 
their profits on sales to the Allies

during the world war, aggregated about 
$29,000,000. '

Hungarian Police.

Hungary has been carrying on a trial 
in Budapest against. alleged Commu- 
nists and Socialists. The information 
against them was secured by the tor
ture of one Edward Rubin, a member 
of the Labor Socialist Party. Rubin 
in an affadavit says he was beaten 
and . kicked by the police. His feet 
were tied and held up and the soles 
beaten with an ox-hide whip until he 
lost consciousness. When he came to, 
he was ordered to run around the room 
in a circle but the pain in his feet was 
so great he could not stand and he was 
dragged around by his hair. Another 
day he was again kicked and beaten 
and when he refused to give evidence, 
his hands were tied behind his back 
With a strap and he was suspended 
from a large hook in the wall until 
he lost consciousness. Completely broken 
by torture and being promised imme- 
diate release if he would do " as he 
was bidden, Rubin agreed to every- 
thing. He gave the- address of a 
Communist who was. arrested. He 
was then instructed to give false evi
dence concerning a number of persons 

■ both labor and socialist.. Rubin after 
his release went to Berlin as secret 
agent for the Hungarian police. There 
his conscience troubled him so much 
that he laid bare the above facts in 
an affidavit.

Abyssinia and Slave Labor.
It is reported that the J. G. White 

Engineering Corporation of New York 
has obtained a concession from the 
Abyssinian Government to construct a 
dam across the Blue Nile and that the 
contract for the work is on the point of 
being-signed. The matter is of great im
portance because Great Britain has also 
for the past twenty years been trying 
to negotiate a treaty with Abyssinia 
for control of the waters of the Blue 
Nile. These waters are the Chief fertil
izing agency of the cotton fields.

The American Corporation estimates 
it will take from three to five years 
to build the dam. The Abyssinian Re
gent in a recent statement to the press 
suggested that American capitalists 
should employ the slaves who abound 
in Abyssinia to construct the dam 
paying the slaveowners a yearly sum 
for five years as a sort of rental after 
which the slaves will be free.

A NEW YEAR'S MESSAGE.

Fax International sends to all its 
readers all over the world best 
wishes for a Merry Christmas and 
a Happy New Year.

Christmas time is the season of 
«Peace on earth and good will to
wards -men » , a time when pacifists 
may speak their message of world 
peace with special effect. Gandhi’s 
words oh the power of love have 
special meaning at this season. He 
says :

«If one of us would but develope 
the highest type of love it is suffi
cient to neutralise the hate of miT- 
lions ».

This is, a great thought 'to carry 
with us. If W.I.L. members all over 
the world could become centres' of 
love they might wipe out hatred 
between nations, make war impos
sible and peace on- earth a reality.

GOOD TIDINGS FOR PACIFISTS
Russia and Disarmament.

The Soviet Government is taking part 
in the Preparatory Disarmament Con- 
ference of the League of Nations. The 
Soviet Government informed the Secre
tariat of the League that the settlement 
of the Soviet-Swiss dispute allowed it 
to participate in the work of the Pre
paratory Commission. But the U.S.S.R. 
affirms that its consent to take part 
does not signify its adherence in any 
respect to the conclusions arrived at by 
the ■ Council of the League in regard to 
disarmament problems.

Pacifists Welcomed in Paraguay.
The Paraguayan Government has gen- 

erously offered protection and con
cessions to the non-resistant sect known 
as the Mennonites. These- people after 
years of sanctuary in the United States 
have. been compelled to seek refuge 
elsewhere. In Paraguay they have 
found their new paradise and more 
than 100,000 are expected to emigrate 
there. The Paraguayan Government 
offers complete and perpetual immunity 
from military duty, exemption from 
participation in war even as non-com
batants and the Mennonites are to be 
permitted their own church and schools 
conducted in their own language, Ger
man.. They are to be exempt from all 
national and municipal taxes, immigra
tion laws and tariffs.



OUR DELEGATES TO CHINA 
Letters from Port Said

We have nad letters from our delegates 
written on 'board the Gap St. Jacques 
and mailed from Port-Sad. It will be 
a month before the steamer reaches Saigon 

~ where. our delegates are to remain for a 
.week or so but , they have promisted to 

. mail letters from all avalable ports.
Edith Pye in her letter says : «This 

is just the kind of boat I would choose 
to travel in, very simple and friendly, 
no ceremony or ‘grand toilettes’, plenty 
of space and freedom to write and read 
and very pleasant company, all so far 
very international apparently — those 
we have talked to, and very much in
terested • in our journey. Duong van 
Giao (the Indochinese friend who is on 
the steamer) has great plans for our 
stay in Indochina... We shall try to go 
as far as Hui, the capital of Annam. »

Camille Drevet gives a journal of 
events beginning the day of departure.

« October 28th, 9 a.m. Alone on the 
Cap St. Jacques, jostled by the men 
loading the ship. I am waiting for Edith 
Pye. There at last she is with Madeleine 
Doty and Mary Sheepshanks. Their 
friendly smiles reassure me. This act of 
our friends who have come all the way 
from Geneva.to see us off is symbolic 
and touching. There is an hour of talk 
together as we promenade on the deck. 
We read the letters and telegrams that 
have arrived at the last moment — and 
then comes the separation.

«As the Cap. St. Jacques pulls out 
slowly and the familiar silhouettes of 
our two friends grow smaller and smal
ler, we think of our comrades all over 
the world. Their thoughts come to us 
from all corners of the world and unite 
in pur hearts. What a mysterious and 
sublime force this sympathy is which 
upholds us and raises us above our- 
selves.

« October 29th. The Cap St. Jacques is 
certainly the ideal boat for us.' No pas- 
sengers«de luxe». No sumptuous sa
lons. No jazz. The passengers are colo
nial officials with their wives and chil
dren. On the forward deck in the 3rd 
cabin we see the French soldiers on 
their way to Indochina. At twilight, in 
the semi-darkness, they eat and drink 
and dance.
. «In the stateroom we are rather 
crowded. The luggage takes more room 
than the four people. Making one’s toi
lette is a problem. One of our cabin
mates is a Belgian woman who runs a 
dressmaking establishment at Batavia. 
Intelligent and energetic, she speaks 
of the misery of war with 'emotion. She 
understands the aspirations of the In
donesians and she loves Java profound
ly. It is good to exchange ideas and 
impressions with her. In the evening a 
table of five is arranged in the dining 
salon : the Belgian ’woman, a French 
woman from Nice who is going to see 
her children at Saigon, our Indochinese 
friend, Duong van Giao, and Edith Pye 
and' myself.

« The first night is a night of abso
lute calm. The. sound of the engines 
is quiet' .and soothing. Awakened by 
some dream, I thought I was in a sleep
ing, car. But no — an express train 
leaps like a stag. Here we are on the 
back of a supple, slowly gliding animal. 
P«October 30th. In the morning we 
crossed the straits of Bonifacio. Corsica 
and Sardinia appear in the thin haze.

«Yesterday 'was a day of rest'but 

today we must work. Edith Pye has so 
many letters for me; to read. And Duong 
van Giao talks of a trunk full of books. 
We hunt for a tranquil corner and we 
take up our abode on the «Pont du 

' Chateaus, the top deck.
«The calm of the boat is suddenly 

broken by a piece of news that passes 
from group to group like an arrow. 
‘Stromboli’ is in sight. Everyone rushes 
to see the volcanic rock which rises 
very near us crowned with clouds. At 

I the foot of grey hills cluster small 
I white houses. ‘These tiny cubes seem’, 
I said Duong van Giao, ‘to have 'been put 

there to decorate the landscape.’ The 
sea is dark indigo. We sail farther and 
farther away and calm descends on us 
again.

«October 31st. The top deck is a veri
table Eden with its rigging, its venti
lators, its hanging row boats and the 
officers’ bridge. One could imagine one
self in a white forest. A few passengers 
take shelter under the boats; The offi
cers come and go silently. Edith Pye 
and I read and from time to time ex
change a few words about our docu
ments.

«We get living and rich documenta
tion on Indochina from our 'friend, 
Duong van Giao, whose western culture 
has not at all diminished the strength 
of his Annamite aspirations. Though 
he suffers at seeing Indochina oppressed 
and desires the intellectual development 
of his brothers, still his love for his 
country is not tarnished by personal 
hate. In him oriental wisdom is blended 
with western action. He is a fighting 
pacifist. Through him we come each 
day deeper into the Annamite soul.

«November 1st. Crete. And then once 
more the limitless circle of the sea and 
the sky which covers the sea like an 
immense cap.

«‘Where is Miss Paillette ?‛ the waiter 
asked me this morning. Isn’t that a 
pretty name, Miss Paillette ?

; « Miss Paillette doesn’t notice the move
ment of the ship. But I, alas, less 
proud, when the roll and pitch of the 
ship become more marked, am obliged 
to flee to my bed. Up till now this has 
only happened in the evening and all 
day long I can work and read.

November 2nd. Our Belgian neigh
bour who lives in Batavia has become 
interested in the League and will be 
glad to be our correspondent in Java. 
First small success.
« Now we are gliding slowly into Port- 
Said. The sea is grey. The sky is cloudy. 
We arrive at night and shall not have 
the view of the Suez canal. It’s a pity. 
But we shall go for a long nocturnal 
walk. »

FUTURE
OF PAX INTERNATIONAL

Madeleine Z. Doty.
There won’t be any January Pax for 

I am off to America to raise money for 
our paper. Mary Sheepshanks will get 
out a January February issue.

Now is the time to consider the fu
ture of Pax. It has been splendid to 
have such support during the past two 
years from our members for our little 
paper and to know that our sections 
feel it of value.

It is very thrilling to have our Swed
ish section write’:

«We consider the continuation of 
Pax a question of great importance. 
The publication has become more and 
more popular in Sweden. If we dis-

con tinned J the paper now it would 
have very evil consequences for the 
international work in Sweden.» 
The Swedish section is right. We 

ought not let our paper die. We must 
make it live and grow until it pene- 
trates every corner of the world.

But as yet the paper is not self-sup- 
porting. This takes time. The subscrip
tions and membership have to be built 
up and they are growing rapidly. This 
year we are carefully .putting aside fif
ty cents or two shillings from all inter
national membership dues to go to
wards the future support of the paper. 
At the end of the year we will have 
quite a sum set aside, but at the mo
ment we have’nt the funds in hand to 
pay for the printing of Pax during the 
coming year. So I’m journeying first 
to England, then to America to raise 
money for the printing bill. We need 
two hundred dollars or forty pounds a 
month to print the three editions, 
French, German and English. That 
ought not to be hard to raise. Perhaps if 
I speak at twelve big meetings in twelve 
big cities each city will give us enough 
money for one month and then our 
expenses will be covered.

I’m hoping only to remain in Ame
rica two months. The sooner I get the 
money the sooner I can get back to my 
work and the sooner Mary Sheepshanks 
can be relieved of this extra task.

I know you’ll help me. You’ve been 
splendid in what you have done. As I 
look back on my two years as Secretary 
and editor at Headquarters, I realise 
that in spite of the many problems 
that arose there is one thing I never had 
to worry about, and that was money. 
When it was needed it came. You 
always furnished the funds that kept 
the fire burning and made the work I 
was trying to do for our beloved 
W.L.L.P.F. possible. I cannot thank you 
enough for that. But you do not want 
thanks. You gave with joy, I worked 
with joy, and together we will go on to 
bigger and better work.

We will make our little paper which 
is the only woman’s international paper 
in three languages a peace challenge 
to the whole world.

God of all Nations
Taken from a Book of Prayers for 

use in an Indian College and published 
in the United States by the American 
Peace Society.
God of all nations,
We pray for all the peoples of Thy 

Earth :
For those who are consumed in mutual 

hatred and bitterness,
For those who make bloody war upon 

their neighbours,
For those who tyrannically possess, 
For those who groan under cruelty and 

subjection..
We beseech Thee, teach mankind to live 

together in peace,
No man exploiting the weak, no man 

hating the strong,
Each race working out its own destiny, 
Unfettered, self-respecting, fearless. ■ 
Teach us to be worthy of freedom, 
Free from social wrong, free from indi

vidual oppressions and contempt, 
Pure of heart and hand, despising none, 

defrauding none,
Giving to all men —- in all the dealings 

of life —
The honour we owe to those who are 

Thy children,
Whatever their colour, their race, or 

their caste.

The Unity' Of Life
Sir Jagadis Chunder Bose, F. R. S.

The following article consists of extracts from a speech by Sir Jagadis Bose the Hindu who has made such mar- 
velous discoveries in plant life. Sir Bose lectured for the W.LL. at the- Gland Summer School. At first the article may 

not seem to be closely allied to W.I.L. activities but if we look deeper we will see that.it is. We are seeking to bring 
about the brotherhood of man, unity between nations, the oneness of the world. Sir Bose, through his scientific 
research, shows that this idea of oneness is a right principle, he demonstrates the unity of all life. Under the skin 
we are all the same ; plant, animal, man, possess the same; universal life. Manis greatest because he has imagination 
and can see this oneness and make it a reality.________________________________________________

Plant Life like Animal Life. ' ।
« At first sight the living activity of 

the animal, With its reflex motion and 
its organs of locomotion, seems very 
different from that of the plant which 
appears neither to move or to feel. One 
thinks of them as two currents of life 
flowing side by side but having nothing 
in common between them. In spite of 
this apparent difference, it can be prov
ed that 'the mechanism is essentially 
similar...

- «An animal possesses three sorts of 
tissues : 1) Those which produce move
ment by their contraction, such as the 
muscles. 2) Those which produce a fu
ture action, such as the nerves. 3) Those 
Which exhibit automatic pulsation, such 
as the rythmic tissues of the heart;

« 1. Muscular contraction varies great
ly in speed. In the bird of prey such 
as the falcon, the movement of the 
wings is very rapid; in the goose it 
is much slower, the farm-yard bird 
haying practically lost 'the power to 
fly.

« The same difference in speed is to 
be found, in the contraction of the mo
tor organs of the plant. In the Mimosa 
pudica the speed is very rapid, in .the 
Neptunia it is slow while in others it 
is lacking altogether...
«It is possible to focalize the con

tracting cells of the plant by .applying, 
a specially 'prepared solution. We then 
find that the rapidity of contraction in 
the plants as in animals depends on 
the presence of some active agent...

«The sensitiveness of the plant is even 
greater than that of the animal. It 
responds to the change in light caused 
by the passing of a cloud. An excess 
of carbonic acid suffocates the plant, 
fresh air revives it. The carrot is ■para.- 
lysed and killed by the action of chlo
roform. Even great 'trees re-act to 
external changes...

«2. Nervous reaction. When stimulus 
is applied to one of the small leaves 
of the Mimosa the excitation is carried 
along the nervous tissue to the motor 
organs which contract causing the 
leaves to fold. These nervous reactions 
in the plant as in the animal, may be 
checked by the application of anesthe
tics; poisons or excessive cold.

«3. Rythmic Tissue. The animal posses
ses a tissue which pulsates automati
cally, the heart. Automatic pulsation 
has been perceived in the leaf of the 
Desmodium gyrans. Under normal con
ditions the pulsation is regular like the 
heart beats which cease at death. Nume- 
sous experiments have proved that the 
mechanism regulating these pulse beats 
is the same in 'the plant as in the 
animal. In- the animal the heart tissues 
show reactions to medicine. The pulsa
ting tissue of the plant shows the same 
reactions... »

Effects of Medecine.
«I have recently made experiments as 

to the action of extracts of different 
plants, the medicinal properties of 

which have hitherto been doubted. 
The effect of the extracts on the pulsa
ting tissue of the plant and on the heart 
of the animal gave astonishingly simi
lar results...

« A vast field of investigation is thus 
opened up by the discovery that by the 
use of certain medicinal plants the 
heart mechanism ban be regulated and 
rendered extremely efficacious, Those 
medicines which stimulate the action of 
the heart, stimulate aldo the pulse acti- 
vity of the plant ; those which depress 
the heart produce the same effect in the 
plant. Thus bromide of potassium pro
duces depression in the plant exactly 
as in the animal, but a stimulant, such 
as the extract of Ambroma Auguata I 
recently discovered, checks the depres- I 
sion immediately and restores the acti
vity of the pulse...

«A moderate dose of cobra poison stops 
pulsation and kills a plant in a few 
moments'. But 'a small dose 'produces 
great activity of the pulse. Precisely 
•the same effect is produced on the heart 
of an animal.

«In other words the vital reactions of 
the plant and of men are the same and 
thus, by experiment on the plant we 
can hope to assuage the sufferings of 
■man.., »

Control of Nerves.
«I have discovered in vegetable life a 

nervous structure whose characteristic 
•reactions are similar to phenomena in 
our own psychic life...

«The nerves can be compared to -.a 
series of billiard balls in contact with 
one another, a shock given to the first 
one communicates itself to the others 
in turn and the last ball is projected 
forward in proportion to the size of the 
shook, without the intermediate balls 
having, been displaced.

«A shock of light or sound which is 
soft and ’moderate can produce a very 
agreeable sensation, while if it is hard 
and violent, the sensation is extremely 
disagreeable..;

«The- effect of the shock depends on 
two things, the external cause and, the 
condition of the channel along which it 
flows. We do not perceive, on the one 
hand, very feeble excitations while on 
the other we are much too sensitive to 
powerful excitation. Now is it possible 
for the nerves to control the shock in 
transmission in such a way that we can 
intensify the feeble excitations and mo
derate the strong ones ?...

«Let us imagine a row of books on a 
shelf. If the book on the right is hit 
sufficiently hard, it will tumble over 
on its neighbour on the left and all the 
other books topple over in turn. A 
blow of minimum intensity will be ne
cessary to transmit this shock, 'any 
feebler blow would not be sufficient to 
obtain this result. But if the books had 
■first been arranged so that they leaned 
a little to the left, they could have been 
upset by a much feebler blow1. If on the 

other hand, the books had leaned rathe®:: 
to the right, the excitation would have 
been -retarded and perhaps not have 
taken place at all. It is therefore quite 
possible to' introduce molecular incli
nation so that, on the one hand, an 
extremely feeble excitation would be 
effectively transmitted and would be 
perceived, on the other hand, a violent 
current due to a strong shock would be 
inhibited during its transmission.

« This control is possible according to 
the extent we are able to impose on the 
nervous tissues a favorable or unfa
vorable arrangement for the .transmis
sion of the excitation— »
The Victory of Man over Circumstances.

« Man then is no longer a toy in the 
hands of destiny. Sensation can be pro
foundly modified by the internal con
trol of the nerves. A strong sensation 
is not an irresistible power. Man pos
sesses latent energy which can protect 
him against the hostile powers that 
surround him. He can,- at will, open or 
shut the channels through which the 
outside world can penetrate to- him. He 
can receive those scarcely audible mes
sages of which he is unconscious today 
and on the other hand, he can shut out 
discordant sounds and the fracas” of the 
outside world so as not to be disagree- 
ably affected 'by them .

« From plant to animal we follow the 
slow ascent of life. In 'the splendid 
triumph of the martyr we see the high
est expression of that evolution which 
raises the human being above all the 
conditions of his environment and 
which gives him power to control them, 

«Vibration of matter, pulsation of life, 
elan of biological evolution, excitation 
running through the 'nerves and pro
voking sensations : what diversity there 
is in it all and yet what unity ! How 
strange it is that the nervous shock 
produced by excitation, instead of being 
transmitted purely and simply to the 
perception, is transmitted and reflected 
in the shape of sensation, thought and 
emotion as a picture is reflected in 
many different mirrors ! Which is most 
real, the material 'body or the reflected 
picture ? Which of these two elements 
perishes and which escapes death 1 In 
bygone centuries more than one people 
has increased its power to such an 
extent that it governed the world. Yet 
today a few ruins are the sole witness 
to the great dynasties that aspired to 
such earthly power. But in this world 
there is another reality, which, although 
it is incarnated in matter, survives the 
metamorphoses and apparent destruc
tion of matter: that is the inextinguish- 
able flame of thought which owes its 
transmission to the ephemeral genera
tions of men.

«The germ of immortality does not lie 
in matter but in thought; it does not 
lie in the satisfaction of possession but 
in the conquest of knowledge and in 
the ideal.»



Capital Punishment And Prison Torture
Capital Punishment.

The German Reichstag commission on 
, criminal law has rejected by 17 votes 
to 11 the proposal to abolish the death 
penalty. This is a matter of profound 
regret to us of the W.I.L.P.F. -who stand 
for the abolition of this medieval me
thod of punishment.

The world-wide horror aroused by the 
execution of Sacco and Vanzetti has led 
to a wide spread demand for the abolition 
of the death penalty. The outraged 
feelings of mankind at the six years’ 
torture inflicted on men kept under 
sentence of death and then led to the 
electric chair, found outlet in the desire 
to prevent for ever any such possible 
horror in the future. People have been 
led to visualise the cruelty to the vic
tims and the brutalising effect on the 
public of killing with official sanction.

In Bolivia four men have been in 
prison for ten years on a charge of 
murdering a former President of Boli
via. Recently they were ordered to 
draw lots as to which of them should 
be executed. The youngest, who was 
only a boy of 18 when the crime was 
committed, draw the fatal lot, and in 
spite of petitions for mercy, especially 
from the women of the country, was 
condemned to death.

Many states have long since abolished 
capital punishment altogether — Aus- 
tria, (Holland, Norway, Sweden, Den
mark, Finland, Lithuania, Portugal, 
Roumania and ■ Czecho-Slovakia. In 
Switzerland. where the Federal penal 
code is under revision, the commission 
charged with that revision has recom
mended abolition of the death penalty; 
.fifteen cantons have already abandoned 
it. Belgium has not executed anyone 
for over 60 years. Soviet Russia only 
inflicts the death penalty for acts 
committed against the Soviet system. 
Italy abolished it in 1889 and it has 
only recently been reintroduced by 
Mussolini for attacks upon himself or 
the king.
-Argentine, Brazil, Colombia, Uruguay 

and Honduras have abolished it.
In those countries of which we have 

statistics, abolition of capital punish
ment- has not resulted in any increase 
of murders; on the contrary, the murder 
rate: has diminished.

In Italy capital punishment was abo
lished in 1889 and from that date there 
was a steady decrease in homicides for 
thirty years, so that in 1919 they were 
70% less than formerly.

In Norway, Sweden and Denmark the 
number of convictions for murder has 
decreased since the death penalty was 
abolished.

Therefore it is not necessary to 
retain it as a deterrent, the only possi
ble reason that could be urged in its 
defence.

Scientific investigation shows that 
the death penalty does not deter. Mur
ders’ are committed usually in hotblood 
and without any thought of consequen
ces ; when in coldblood the murderer 
believes he will be able to escape de
tection. Prof. Bjerre of Sweden in his 
recent book «The Psychology of Mur- 
der» says that every murder «has 
developed from completely distinct and 
peculiar psychological conditions» they 
can not therefore be considered en

Mary Sheepshanks
bloc, in each case conduct is determin
ed by. circumstances, environment and 
upbringing. Here we have both the 
explanation why crimes including mur
der have decreased and an indication 
as to how to decrease them still fur
ther. Improved education, better hous
ing, better recreation, better moral sur
roundings, a higher general social tone 

I have led to improved behaviour and 
I will continue to reduce criminal offen

ces. The fact that the abolition of cap
ital punishment has not led to an 
increase in murders shows that there 
are, not a number of potential murder
ers only deterred by the fear of death. 
Even in countries where the death pe- 
nalty is retained, its application is 
comparatively rare and uncertain so 
that even as a possible deterrent it 
fails of its effect. The death penalty is 
therefore no protection and there is no 
excuse for its retention.

The main reasons why capital punish
ment should be abolished are :

1) Its irrevocability —- the innocence 
of the victim, or at least mitigating 
circumstances may be established later 
on.

(N. B. Mir.' Lewis Lawes, warden of 
Sing Sing prison U.S.A., in giving sta
tistics of murders and executions for 
that prison, states that out of 415 per
sons sent theme for execution, the con
victions of 55 were reversed by the 
Court of appeal, and he asks how many 
of the remainder might not have been 
acquitted if they had had money or 
friends enough to secure new trials. 
The percentage of probable error is too 
high to warrant an irrevocable penalty. 
Judges and juries proved to have erred 
in 11% of the original convictions. Mr. 
Lawes has personally seen 109 men 
electrocuted and is a strong advocate 

i of the abolition of capital punishment.)
2) Society would be sufficiently pro

tected by the imprisonment of the 
guilty person ; indeed this would give 
greater security, as juries are now un
willing to condemn to death, so the 
guilty are "often set free.

3) The horrible interest surrounding 
execution has a degrading effect on 

: the public, stimulates morbid excite- 
ment and even imitation of the crime.

4) It inflicts terrible suffering on the 
innocent family and friends of the con
demned, on. all the prison officials 
responsible for carrying out the sen
tence and also on all- prison inmates.

Lastly and most important of all it 
outrages the moral sense of the commu
nity. The deliberate taking of human 
life is not to be tolerated ; we feel this 
in the case of the murder, it is equally 
true of the legal killing of the mur- 

! der er.
Punishment must be restorative, the 

I offender must be reeducated. Intelli
gent,. humane, scientific training can 
reform the criminal. Experts tell us 
that those .guilty of murder, are not 
usually the. worst criminals; murderers 
who have been released after a term of 
imprisonment have not committed fresh 
crimes. .

It is out duty no longer to acquiesce 
in an obsolete system of revengeful 
punishment but to try by every means 
in our power to remove the death pe

nalty from every statute book which 
still retains it. Det the emotion roused 
by the deaths of Sacco and Vanzetti 
find a noble outlet in efforts to save 
any human being from a fate in any 
way similar.

Members of out League are urged to 
work for this reform in their own 
countries.

Prison Torture.
Perhaps even worse than legal exe

cution is the barbarous prison system 
which is at present submitting political 
prisoners to revolting tortures in East
ern Europe.

In Hungary, Dr. Bos, municipal coun
cillor of Paris; member of the Council 
of the Seine, secretary of the Paris 
lawyers association, has attended the 
Szanto trial, as representative of the 
Ligue des Dibits de l’homme. Dr. Bos 
has denounced the system of torture of 
political prisoners which came to light 
during the-trial of Szanto, and declar
ed that, public opinion and the world 
conscience must be roused to protest 
against these tortures.

The disclosures made during the trial 
proved that systematic torture of the 
most revolting kind is applied in Hun- 
garian prisons by the instructions of 
the chief of police, in order to extract 
political information. Similar evidence 
has been given on oath to the Berlin 
police by Edward Rubin.

The Jugo Slav authorities are charg
ed by Bulgarians with torturing Mace
donian students in prison. A Hamburg 
paper states that the German, Wendel, 
confirms these charges and 'although 
himself a friend of Serbia, protests 
against the cruelties inflicted on the 
students.

Barbarities are being perpetrated in 
Bulgarian prisons by the present regime, 
the system of prison torture in order to 
extract information is intensified ' so 
that many succomb.

The victims of this «white terrors can 
be counted by the thousand.

It is time that a world wide protest 
was raised against these barbarities, of 
which we do not here give the sicken
ing details, but which have been- fully 
proved.

The best way to stop them would be 
the. adoption by States members of the 
League of Nations of an International 
Prisoners Charter guaranteeing decent 
and humane treatment to all prisoners. 
. Another step which could be worked 
for is the granting of an amnesty to 
all political prisoners. A committee 
formed in England in 1926 drafted a 
schedule of conditions to be incorporat
ed in an international prisoners char
ter, and this has been considered by 
the International Federation of League 
of Nations Societies, which has urged 
the Deague of Nations to institute an 
inquiry and frame an international 

' convention.
A meeting was held in Paris on 

November 15 presided over by Pro- 
fessor Flicien Challaye to . protest 
against the «White Tenors in the 
Balkans, and to support the move
ment for amnesty. Such public interest 
was aroused, that hundreds had - to be 
turned- away after the hall was full; ,

WORK OF THE W. I. L.
NATIONAL SECTIONS.

German Section
This section has started in this fall 

on a campaign of active work. The 
account of its annual meeting is given 
below. Lida Gustava Heymann reports 
that one of the things this section is 
doing this winter is to get into touch 
with consulates and embassies of the 
smaller countries (for the big powers 
probably would not help much) and 
trying to bring the citizens of different 
countries together, for instance those j 
of Bulgaria and Greece. The section 
hopes in this way to help create friend
ly relations. In Munich they have 
already had some intercourse with the 
Polish Consul who is much interested in 
the work' the German and Polish Sec
tions are doing on the German-Polish 
frontiers. Lida Gustava Heymann also 
reports that as a result of her visit to 
Palestine a long article on the W.I.L. 
in Hebrew has appeared in a newspaper 
of Tel Aviv. This is probably the first 
article in Hebrew on the W.LL. that 
has appeared in Palestine.

This section held its 8th annual meet
ing at Duisburg on the Rhine from 
October 28th to 31st. The meeting was 
well advertised. At the entrance to the 
Duisburg railroad station, there was a I 
huge canvas sign with the name of the 
W.I.L. on it in full, giving the place 
of the meetings, the «Town Hall», and 
the dates. Over the entrance to the 
Town Hall was a large reproduction of 
the « Pax » badge. At night an electric 
sign, the moving ribbon kind, announ
ced the WIL. meetings. The electric ' 
sign was given free by the town.

The meetings were attended not only 
by the German W.I.L. members but 
also-by representatives of 43 German 
workers’ groups. Welcome foreign 
guests were Matilde Widegren, Sweden, 
Henriette Roland-Holst, Holland, Yelia 
Hertzka, Austria, Lucie Dejardin, Bel- 
gium and Alice Park, U.S.A. The Duis
burg Branch of the W.I.L. organised a 
most successful social evening in the 
attractive and newly decorated Duis- 
burg Hof. This reception was presided 
over by representatives of the Duisburg 
Council of Women and by Councillor 
Cremers representing the Municipality.

■ They welcomed the W.IjL. and expressed 
their sympathy with the pacifist objects 
of our League. Frau Martha. Freund- 
Hoppe of Dresden gave an account of 
the activities of the German Section 
which now includes 70 branches with 
about 5000 members. Dr. Augspurg was 
unanimously elected president of honor. 
She' and Frau Magda Hoppstock-Huth 
were elected to represent the German

. Section as Consultative Members on the 
International Executive.

Two well attended public meetings 
were held. The subject of the first was 
«World Disaster or World Solidarity ». 
The speakers were Auguste Kirchhoff, 
Lucie Dejardin, Frida Perlen and Yelia 
Hertzka. At the second meeting the 
subject was «Colonial Imperialisms and 
the speakers were Henriette Roland- 
Holst and Magda Hoppstock-Huth. The 
third speaker was to have been the 
Indonesian, Mohammad Hatta but to the 
great disappointment of the public it 
was announced that Hatta could not 
attend as he had been arrested and 
imprisoned in Holland.

Five business sessions were held and 
four of these were open to the public 

and were well attended. Interesting 
reports on the work done in the local 
branches and in the central office and 
by the. Committee of Seven, who direct 
the work of the German Section, tes- 
tified to the intense activity of work 
in Germany. New activities reported 
on were the frontier work on the 
German - Danish and German - Polish 
borders. Resolutions were passed and 
directed to be sent to the Reichstag and 
the Ministries of Justice and Educa
tion on the protection of Jewish ceme
teries from brutal desecration, on the 
abolition of capital punishment in the 
new penal code and on the abolition of 
abuses in German penal practice. The 
speeches of Yelia Hertzka and Lida 
Gustava Heymann against the union of 
Germany 'and Austria (Anschluss) rous
ed the liveliest interest and caused an 
extremely animated 'debate. Frida Per- 
len and Magda Hoppstock-Huth also 
roused much discussion on the colonial 
questions. The report on international 
work carried on by the League was 
warmly received.

The memory of Vilma Glcklich was 
honoured by the Assembly who stood 
for a moment in silence after a brief 
speech from Lida Gustava Heymann. 
A message of greeting was sent to Jane 
Addams. The Committee of Seven elect
ed for the coming year are : Heymann, 
Hoppstock-Huth, Baer, Perlen, Kirch
hoff, Dr. Schoedon and Stadelmann. 
Gertrud Baer was unanimously re-elect
ed secretary.

To further the work of reconciliation 
with Belgium 1200 Marks was handed 
to Lucie Dejardin .to be used for the 
exchange of Belgian and German speak
ers or as a grant for Summer School 
expenses.

It was decided to .work for the intro
duction of an official Peace Day follow
ing the 'Scandinavian example.

Hearty thanks were expressed to the 
Duisburg workers’ union for its splen
did work which resulted in 30 new 
members for the League.

The address of the German Section 
is : Gertrud Baer, Secretary, Kleist- 
strasse 25 II, Berlin W 62.

The Hungarian Section
This section on October 16th held a 

memorial service for Vilma Gliicklich 
at the Headquarters of the Feminist 
Association. So many members and 
friends attended the ceremony that 
people had to be turned back into a 
lecture room and other rooms of head
quarters. The service was opened by 
some beautiful music ' which brought 
tears to the eyes of all. Mrs. Melanie 
Vambry Was the first speaker and she 
excused Mrs. Szirmai's absence who on- 
ly the day before had lost a beloved 
daughter. Mrs. Vambery said: «Vilma 
Gliicklich may be compared to Anti
gone whom Sophocles made immortal 
by causing her to utter the famous ‘I 
can love, 'I cannot hate’. Antigone was 
misunderstood by her time and envi
ronment as has also been our contem
porary, Vilma Gliicklieh, but there 
will come a time when the people will 
recognize that the patriotism of a 
woman like Vilma Glucklich coupled 
as.it was with a deep love of humanity, 
is the one sure way to insure the 
happiness, prosperity and development 
of the nation and of all humanity.»

Mrs. Eugenie Miskolczy Meller when 
her turn came to speak, said : «Vilma

Glucklich was a heroine and a forerun- 
ner. She was not frightened by power - 
or violence .She did not bow before 
authority or profess respect for those 
Who did not- deserve it. In addition to 
her great faith and courage she-also 
possessed the gifts of a great educator 
and like all great educators, she attain
ed results not by -admonition or praise 
but by the example which she person
ally gave and personally lived.»

Among the other speakers were Dr; 
Simon Gold, Dr. I. Beke, professor at- 
the University, Miss Anna Kethly, 
M. P., Professor M. Fordor, Professor 
Max Havas, Mrs. Ivan Vandor, repre
senting the Hungarian women writers 
and journalists, Augusta Rosenberg, 
representing the International Council 
of Women, Marie Balaghy for the 
International Union of New Educators 
and Mary B. Thornton for the W.I.L. 
At the close of the ceremony Mrs. Vam- 
bery presented a resolution for the 
Committee urging that the presiden- 
tial vacancy in the Hungarian Section 
of the W.I.L. left by Vilma Glcklich's 
death be not filled but proposing that 
instead Mrs. Szirmai, Mrs. Meller and 
Mts-. Vambery should be endowed with 
the further guidance of the work of 
this section. This resolution was passed 
unanimously and the meeting closed 
with a poem written for the occasion 
by Mrs. Jenny Baraai and read by Mrs. 
Piroska Szabados with great feeling. 
The audience was deeply stirred and 
all eyes were wet as those present left 
the impressive memorial service.

Austrian Section
Political Group.

This group began its 'activities in the 
fall with two very interesting meetings;.

At the first meeting Madame Drevet, 
one of our delegates to China, spoke of 
her visit to Bulgaria and the situation 
there. As a result of her lecture, mem
bers of the political Group got in touch 
with Bulgarians 'living in Austria,'; 
Whose information on the, situation in 
Bulgaria verified all that Madame Dre- 
vet had .said.

At the second meeting Frau Emmy 
Freundlich, the delegate ' from Austria, 
to the Economic Conference of the 
League of Nations, gave a report on the 
work of that conference. A discussion 
followed which lasted 'an hour and a 
half showing the interest in the subject. 
Other lectures have been givenin co- 
operation with other associations in re
gard to the new legal code which is 
being discussed in Parliament in both 
Austria and Germany.

For the month of November a great 
meeting is planned with the subject 

« Internal Disarmaments. Besides this 
meeting ' every Week in November 
there will be meetings in the coffee 
houses where other women’s organiza
tions assemble. Six speakers have un
dertaken this task, for it has been 
found that at these small meetings of 
from 30 to 60 persons in the different 
districts of Vienna; it is possible to 
strengthen the W.I.L. groups and at the 
same time gain new members.

The Political Group is also planning 
a monthly reception at which current 
politics will be discussed.

Irish Section
This section reports that it had its 

annual meeting in October. The follow- 
i ing resolutions were passed :



a. «That we call the attention of all ; 
political parties to the fact that, in 
spite of the wider franchise for women 
in the Free State as contrasted with 
Britain and Northern Ireland, legisla
tion is generally inferior, and the po
sition of women is much worse in the 
Free State than in Britain or Northern 
Ireland. This may he in part attributed 
to the fact that women are not repre
sented in the Dail. We urge upon all 
parties the advisabilty of selecting 
representative women candidates for 

. the Dail as well as for the Senate, and 
we also urge that women be selected 
as candidates for local bodies, county 
and urban councils, and that every 
Commission set up by Government 
should contain at least one woman.»

b. «That the W.LL. be recommended 
to make a study of the question of 
over-population in its relation to inter
national warfare. »
. c, «That a delegate or a number of 
delegates be sent by the W.I.L. to the 
next conference that is held on the sub
ject of world population.?*

Australian Section
This section continues its campaign 

against conscription. During the Sum
mer it held a No More War Demon
stration, At a big mass meeting the fol
lowing resolution was presented and 
passed with only a small dissent.

«We, Australian citizens assembled, 
with supporters in all States of the 
Commonwealth, urge our Government 
to agree to submit all disputes to con
ciliation and arbitration.

« Since adequate courts and councils I 
now exist for securing impartial deci- I 

? sions, we maintain that war and pre- | 
paration for war should no longer- be 

. tolerated, and we call on all patriots 
to work to free their country, from 
this frighful and unnecessary evil;* 
The Rev. Nicholas Richards, Bi D., in 

a spirited address, pleaded for an abso
lute pacifism as the only consistent 
policy for Christians, at the same time 
pointing out the practical difficulties 
arising out of the Commercial Spirit, 
and the Spirit of 'Nationalism. Mrs. J. 
Ernest James spoke on the power of 
Women to abolish war.

Mr. Maurice Blackburn, M.L.A., spoke 
on the necessity for the submission of 
all questions, without reservation, to a 
Super-National Court. In conclusion he 
said :

«It is: no use crying Peace. Peace’, 
when there is no Peace, and when na
tionalistic selfishness hides under the 
title of ‘patriotism’. »

Books
For W.LL. members to read.

Outlawry of War by C.C. Morrison, 
published by Willett, Clark and Colby, 
Chicago.

The Problem of China by Bertrand 
Russell.

The Chinese Puzzle by Arthur Ransome, 
published by Allen and Unwin, Lon
don, 5/.

What and Why in China by Paul Hut
chinson, published by Willett, Clark 
and Colby, Chicago, $1.

China in Revolt by Tang Leang-Li.

Unmet Friends
One - of our W.I.L. members,,, Mrs.. 

Annie B. Sterritt, through reading «Pax» 
has come to feel in close touch with 
other members throughout the world 
and she has written the following poem 
which expresses her desire to some day 
meet these friends.

Thoughts have embraced them, 
Fancy has traced them, 
Though my eyes never, 
Seeking forever,

Look into theirs !

Even life bounded
Narrow, and grounded 
Fast in one section 
Leaves us selection

Of some firm friends.

What if life’s curtain
Raised ! It is certain 
From distant places 
Would look friend-faces

Waiting our own.

See, they’d be teeming, 
Those faces beaming 
With the hot pleasure 
Which in wild measure

Would thrill our hearts ! ■

But how the years slip. 
And all the days nip 
Chance for such meeting, 
Still a soul-greeting .

Clasps these Un-met.

Women’s International League tor Peace and Freedom
Jane Addams, International President

. International Headquarters 12, rue du Vieux-Collge, Geneva 
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