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Lord Passfield and Mrs. Webb.
Mrs. Sidney Webb’s reported decision not 

to use the title of Lady Passfield, to which 
her husband’s elevation to the peera.ge gives 
her the right, is an extreme feminist gesture.

It is conceivable that as women begin to 
win honours for themselves some of them 
will cease to use their courtesy titles as wives 
or daughters of distinguished men. Bishops’ 
Wives do not become princesses of the 
Church when their husbands acquire mitres 
and full sleeves, and Society has not thereby 
been seriously inconvenienced.

If this gesture need be made at all nobody 
could have made it with less subsequent mis- 
understanding than Mrs. Webb, as the per
fect harmony of the Webb household is 
world-famous. Did not one of Mr. U. G. 
Wells’s characters, once describe the Webbs 
as “ two typewriters that click as one 12 
There will now, perhaps, remain some dis- 
satisfaction that Mrs. Webb, whose half of 
the Webb achievements is so important, 
should not be formally honoured at all.

Perhaps she could be induced to become 
Dame Beatrice? 34A

“Could I see Lady Passfield?” asked a 
correspondent on calling at the home in 
Grosvenor-road to-day of the Secretary for 
the Dominions, whom the public will no 
longer know as Mr. Sidney Webb.

Having been elevated to the peerage, he 
will be introduced to the House of Lords 

I next week as Lord Passfield of Passfield 
Corner, in the county of Southampton.

The housekeeper at the Minister's home 
looked puzzled. Then she said she would inquire.

A minute or two later she returned. “ Mrs. 
Webb is sorry she cannot give any interviews,” 
she said.

"Mrs. Webb ?"‘ asked the correspondent.
" Yes—Mrs. Webb. I have been given orders 

not to call her by any other name.”
“ But what of Mr. Webb?”
“Mr. Webb has become Lord Passfield.”
Further than that the housekeeper would not 

go.
Mrs. Webb, wife of Lord Passfield, will re

main Mrs. Sidney Webb. Her decision is under- 
stood to be irrevocable.

Receptions Dilemma.
A curious situation may arise when the Secre

tary for the Dominions and his wife have to be 
introduced at receptions.

Will they be announced as “ Lord Paesfield 
and wife” or ‘ Lord Passfield and Mrs. Sidney 
Webb ” ?

Lord Passfield and Mrs. Webb have been 
married for 38 years. They have devoted their 
lives to an exhaustive study of social conditions 
in London and the big cities.

Mrs. Sidney Webb.
If Mrs. Sidney Webb prefers to keep 

her own distinguished name, her wish 
is intelligible and should be respected. 
Her position is not the same as her 
husband’s. Lord Passfield may per- 
haps remain plain Sidney Webb in 
private life, but legally and publicly 
his status and name have changed. 
He has accepted the conditions, privi
leges, and disabilities of a peerage. 
He has lost his vote and his right to 
sit in the House of Commons. In the 
somewhat remote event of his com
mitting murder or bigamy he will be 
tried, not by a common jury, but by 
his peers. Mrs. Webb’s position has 
undergone no such transformation. 
No doubt she will suffer jointly from 
the expenses of rank, and she may 
find it hard to convince hotel proprie
tors that the wife of Lord Passfield 
should be only charged the rates 
expected from Mrs. Sidney Webb. 
She may experience difficulties, too, in 
avoiding some of the strict and uncom
fortable laws of precedence and 
etiquette. But she remains a com
moner who may yet, if she chooses and 
is chosen, add M.P. to her long list of 
distinctions and who retains her right 
to vote for her Parliamentary repre
sentative. If she is accused of fraud 
or homicide she takes her chance, like 
the rest of us, before a common jury. 
And Mrs. Sidney Webb may well think 
that Lady Passfield denotes no eleva
tion of real rank. In that amazing 
partnership of joint work no one has 
ever thought of Mrs. Webb as simply 
the wife of Mr. Webb, nor of Mr. 
Webb as simply the husband of Mrs. 
Webb. Each has been individually 
an. equally distinguished. Mrs. Webb 
has earned her own honours and 
prefers her own name. Like Lord
Acton, who remarked that he saw no 
reason to change his religion because 
the Pope changed his, Mrs. Sidney 
Webb sees no reason to change her 
name because her husband has become 
Lord Passfield.



"Aul-Lo, Low : WHY ARE you BACK So SOON ?"
Low:” WELL, i HEARD THAT THEY HAD MADE
• C ae, SIDNEY WEBB A
2 (,78> 2 LORD KNOWSWHAT

Mrs SIDNEY WEBB
AND

THE DUKE.
HER FIRST OFFICIAL 

RECEPTION.

Baron Passfield, of Passfield 
Comer (Mr. Sidney Webb), stood 
in the centre hall of the Imperial 
Institute last evening receiving the 
Duke of Connaught, Princess 
Patricia Ramsay and some 250 
members of the Association of 
Canadian Clubs now visiting London.

It was his first official function 
as Secretary for the Dominions in 
-the Socialist' Government.

and' With him, in a simple black
white afternoon, frock and a large bell- p 
shaped yellow, straw hat, was , his 
charming wife, with whom for nearly - 
40 years he has collaborated in sociolo
gical studies.

The Duke of Connaught called her 
neither Lady Passfield nor Mrs: 
Webb. She curtsied, and in his deep 
voice and hearty fashion he assured 
her how delighted he was to see her. 

Lord Passfield, the great friend of 
Kei- Hardie and H. M. Hyndman in 

the pioneer days of Social Democracy, 
looked on approvingly.
Heescorted Princess Patricia who 

was arrayed in flowered georgette and 
" picture hat relieved with large ye 
blooms, to a reserved tea-room, the 
Duke preceding them in amiable con * 
versation with Mrs. Sidney Webb- the 

This was the second effort 01 ‘ns 
Government Hospitality Department 
under the new regime I was “ pleasant gesture of reciprocity in view 
of the constant attentions showered on 
Englishmen in Ottawa Toronto and 
Montreal by a group of Canadian Clubs 
answering in many ways to the Ro2 X Societies in this country and the U SA. 

When announcing the event last 7185 the B B.C. referred to Lord Passfield and 
Mrs. Sidney Webb ” the name by ich 1 
the new peeress prefers to be known | 3 
Lo P

Lord Passfield’s Record.
I saw the new Labour Colonial Secretary 

and his wife (the invitations were issued in 
the name of Lord Passfield and Mrs. Sidney 
Webb) for a few minutes yesterday at the 
Government reception at the Imperial Insti- 
state to the Association of Canadian Clubs.

Mrs Sidney Webb was having tea with the 
Duke of Connaught behind the screen of a 
large glass museum case. They were having 
an animated conversation, and everyone 
present admired the fine features and silver 
hair of these two famous personalities.

Lord Passfield, looking remarkably well 
and his brain as alert as ever, was sur
rounded 1: a host of Dominion governors 
and dist?" guished Colonial servants. He told 
me with justifiable satisfaction that in going 
to th Colonial Office he was returning to a 
minitry where forty years ago he had 
worked as a clerk.

Is this a record in the history of British
polities? 40 5 .



THE Right Hon. LORD PASSFIELD,
Secretary of State for the Dominions and Colonies.
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The Neiv'York Times, in a leading 
> , -—1- 1:1 +1. Prime Minister fare-

an overpowering success.

article bidding the Prime Minister fare 
well, says: —

His visit has been„
It has been a distinct triumph for Ramsay 
MacDonald the man. His bearing has been 
perfect. Not one slip in act or speech did he 
make while he was here. It is true that he is 
not able to carry away with him a complete 
naval agreement between Great Britain and 
the United States. That was his confessed 
hope, and though it is for a time deferred, it 
maketh not his heart sick. He is certain of 
success in the end. ... He will have the 
advantage of returning to his task with a 
heightened authority and with a volume of 
good will pouring towards him from America 
greater than anyone could have believed pos- 
sible before he came to our shores to win all 
hearts here.  ( O14
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(From our London Staff.)

Fleet Street, FRIDAY.
Mr. George Bernard Shaw visited 

the Sexual Reform Congress in 
London this afternoon and spoke on 
the need for expert opinion in sexual 
reform. Mr. Shaw said that he was 
not going to beg the question of what 
sexual reform was, for almost every
body to-day was a sex reformer. The 
Pope, for instance, was a very promi
nent one. If there was to be a real 
general congress of all the sexual 
reformers—the Catholics and the anti- 
clericals, the birth controllers and the 
anti-birth controllers, the polyga
mists and the polyandrists—there 
would probably be a curious cross- 
party organisation.

The Pope might well find that on 
nine points out of ten he was in com
plete agreement with Dr. Maris 
Stopes, while the most fanatical nudist 
might object strongly to polygamy or 
easier divorce, and there would prob
ably be complete disagreement on the 
age of consent. Mr. Shaw said that 
he was there to tell people to take 
expert advice on the psychological and 
political effects of the reforms that 
they proposed. It was on the psycho
logical effect that he chiefly wanted to 
speak, because he was an expert on it.

" As a matter of fact,” he said, " I am 
an expert in sex appeal. What I mean is 
that I am a playwright, and the theatre 
is continually occupied with sex appeal, 
just as a costermonger is continually 
occupied with turnips. And, believe me, 
a costermonger’s opinion on turnips is 
worth having; he is an expert.”

All theatre people, he said, had to know 
a lot about sex appeal, because if they 
were wrong they lost a lot of money. One 
could hardly call a man an expert unless 
he lost a lot of money if his view was 
wrong. People never called in the expert 
on this subject, but the priest was con
tinually rushing in and demanding to be 
called an expert. But sex appeal was the 
one thing that as a celibate he would 
make an unholy mess of if he acted as an | 
expert. People went to him because they | 
often liked to go to the wrong expert for 
fear that if they went to the right one 
they would be told that they were wrong. J

The Victorian Masters.
There were two sets of people which 

Mr. Shaw found himself up against as an 
expert—those who sought to minimise sex j 
appeal by a maximum of clothing, and I 

i those who sought to maximise it by a 
minimum. Neither understood the matter j 
in the least, for sex appeal could only be | 
raised to the maximum by clothing. He | 
himself was old enough to have been 
young in the Victorian era, a thing which 
was now becoming comparatively rare. 
Being an artist himself, he had always 
been impressionable in matters of sex. 
and he could say that the Victorians were 
masters in sex appeal. Everything about 
a Victorian lady except her nose and her 
cheeks was a guilty secret. Sometimes 
she used artificial aids—palpitators, and 
bustles, and so on. She concealed the 
fact that she was a human being, and 
she was made to look like a very luxuri
ous sofa. The result was that the Vic
torian age was a seethingly immoral age.

. Of course, to-day we had been getting 
rid of all that and had quite a lot of 
nudism, the unpopularity of which de
pended on the fact that people clung to 
sex appeal. He was not going to attempt 
to judge between the conditions of his 
youth and those of the present day, when 
sex appeal had vanished to a surpris- 
ingly large extent. He merely wanted to 
explain how sex appeal was made be
cause the priests in their ignorance 
wanted to bring back more clothing and 
with it inevitably sex appeal.

" I am simply giving the expert’s 
opinion,” Mr. Shaw said. “ If you want 
sex appeal, clothes; if you don’t, get rid 
of as many clothes as you can.” In most 
people’s minds modern democracy had 
got mixed up with liberty because it had 
abolished certain forms of oppression. 
It was assumed that what made for 
liberty in one direction would assuredly 
make for it in all, but this was quite 
wrong.

The more the people at large had to do 
with government, the more sex reformers 
would have to fight for their lives. Cecil 
Sharp once heard a gardener singing a 
song in the distance. When asked if it 
was he who had been singing the gar
dener called God to witness that he was 
an honest and decent man and had never 
sung a song in his life. This was typical 
of most people’s attitude. To the mass of 
the people art and beauty were simply 
aids to debauchery. They were the most 
ferocious opponents of all the things sex 
reformers wanted.

It would be necessary to fight for a 
new morality, he would not call it a 
super-morality, for the mass of people 
would call a sub-morality. In the end 
they would have to have different class 
moralities, and people would have to 
learn to tolerate the morality of other 
circles than that to which they them- 
selves happened to belong.
“That/” Mr. Shaw concluded, “is the 

utmost we can hope for. Don’t for a 
moment suppose that you can impose 
your ideas of morality on others, and 
least of all that you can do it by demo
cracy—that would be the biggest mistake 
of all.”

Sex and Education.
Sex and education was the general sub

ject discussed at the morning session oi 
the Congress. Though there was agree
ment that fullness and frankness was 
necessary, the pscho-analysts present 
thought that the other members of the 
Congress were making a difficult sub
ject far too simple when they held that 
sex should and could be taught in just 
the same as any other subject; that 
children’s difficulties were largely im
posed on them by their elders. Mrs. 
Alma Dent said that parents and 
teachers had no right to teach any form 
of morality to the child. Their only busi
ness was when asked to answer The 
child’s questions truthfully and objec
tively. In questions of sex it was im
portant to realise that the child was 
entirely free from shame and prejudice. 
If the parent was unashamed the child . 
would remain so.

Mrs. Barbara Low ridiculed the idea 
that fear and shame were handed at to 
the child by adults. The work of Freud 
had shown that man was born into the 
world with the most profound and amaz
ing complex of emotional life, of fears, 
shames, anxieties, and self-reproach. It
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seemed that a sense of guilt dogged a 
man no matt : how much freedom he 
might have had.

The question of how, when, and by 
whom sex information should be given 
was not very simple. It had been 
thought that enlightened parents were 
the best people to give it, but psycho- 
analysis suggested that this was not so, 
because of the close emotional nexus 
between parent and child. It might be 
that the enlightened teacher, a doctor 
friend, or an older boy and girl would ’o 
this better. If the child could read, then 
without any doubt the printed word was 
the best method, because it was free 
from an emotional bond.

Turning to the sexual development of 
the child, Mrs. Low said that the sex 
life of the child was full and rich from 
the very beginning, and had in it all the 
essential attributes of adult sex as we 
knew it. Adolescence was not the be
ginning of sex; it was a repetition after 
a dormant period in a new form. Sex 
education, if it was to be successful, must 
fit itself to these stages.

The Hon. Bertrand Russell pointed out 
that one of the great drawbacks of the 
taboo on sex knowledge was that it 
hampered the curiosity of the young, to 
whom inquiries about trains and "babies 
were on exactly the same plane. So 
when a child was told that one kind of 
curiosity was wicked all his scientific 
curiosity was checked. If it was 
dangerous to. ask how babies were made 
it might be dangerous to ask how aero
planes were made. Experience in his 
school went to show that nastiness in 
children was the result of prudery in 
adults. The best way to prevent obscenity 
in children was to satisfy their curiosity.
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SUPER KINEMA TO COST 
£5,000,000.

New London Project.
Negotiations are proceeding for the 

acquisition of a site which will include 
the Haymarket Stores, a branch of the 
Civil Service Co-operative Stores, and 
other adjacent property for the purpose 
of the erection of a super-kinema which, 
it is stated, will be the largest in the 
world. It is understood that an American 
company, the Fox Film Company, is con
cerned in the negotiations.

About eighteen months ago a scheme

performance could 
many empty seats 
Handel’s oratorio w
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erection of a large kinema in 
was prepared by Mr. Claude M. 
the estate agent, of Hanover 
and it is believed that Mr. 

visit to America last November
was associated with the present scheme, 
the cost of which will probably total 
£5,000,000.

Seen by a reporter yesterday Mr. Leigh 
declined to make any statement beyond 
denying the accuracy of a report in a 
London newspaper that the Haymarket 
Stores had been sold for £750,000. He 
did not deny, however, the existence of 
the scheme for the building of a vast new 
kinema. |

ICELAND’S OWN B.B.C
Icelanders are to have a broadcasting 

station of their own, with local pro
grammes, weather forecasts, and enter
tainments. The Government has signed 
a contract with the Marconi Company 
for the erection of a modern 16-kilowatt 
station on the island, and work by British 
engineers will begin immediately. The 
station will open next June during the 
celebrations of the one thousandth anni- 
versary of the discovery of the island.
" The station will be much more power

ful than the main British broadcasting 
stations, and about half as powerful as 
Daventry,” an official of the Marconi 
Company states. It will be capable of 
telegraphic communication as w&ll as 
broadcasting.

As Reykjovik is only 100 miles or so 
further from Manchester than is Madrid 
and. Rome, those who can tune in those 
stations should have no difficulty in 
listening to the Iceland station.

SUNDAY BAND CONCERT
London, Daventry, and most other 

stations will hear the band concert from 
the Manchester and Liverpool studios 
to-morrow afternoon. From Manchester 
will come music by the Eccles Borough 
Band, under the direction of James Dow, 
while from Liverpool will be heard the 
Tudor Singers, under Dr. J. E. Wallace.

The Eccles Borough Band, which has 
frequently broadcast, was founded in 
1861. It has won many prizes since its 
inception, and it ranked as one of the 
best in the country. The Tudor Singers 
have also appeared on several occasions 
before the microphone. It is interesting 
to note that Stanley R. Maher, who will 
probably be associated in the minds of 
many listeners with sea chantey and other 
rousing programmes, is a member of the 
Tudor Singers. Their programme 
includes songs both old and new.

CHESHIRE WATER APPEAL.
The East Cheshire water officials issued 

a further appeal to the public yesterday 
to continue to exercise the strictest 
economy in the use of water, as stocks 
are still very low. There is now less than
40 days’ supply, which is not half 
normal supply.
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Half a guinea will be sent to Marjorie 
Southwell, aged 8}, 19, Moorfield Road, 
Pendleton, for the following:—

Last Thursday Daddy took my friend 
and I too Belle-vue. First we had a long 
Ride on the tram-car, and when we got 
there we went on the elephant, it was a 
tiny ride But it was very joggie and made 
us laugh, and the driver was a Nigger 
and all dressed up. And then we went 
on the Catterpiller and had such fun 
that we went on three times. And then 
we both fed the Lima and Daddy siad 
we could have a ride so we jumped in 
and scampered away round the Gardens 
and when we landed back we went on 
the camel and it was just like the 
elephant only much joggier and funnier. 
And then into the Refreshment-room and 
had tea.

T.T. RID
The appeal of 

19-year-old White 
was disqualified 
first place in the 
Trophy race in 
Tuesday, was no 
the Auto Cycle ' 
day.

At 
day

the Prestat 
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Greenheys, Mar 
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motor-car in a n 
public at Talacr

POSTCARD STOP
On a hot, sultry night in Vienna I was tempted b; 

liquids into the garish interior of a cafe. Once inside 
The usual scenes were in evidence: jazzing coupl 
vicious men on the prowl, ogling cocottes, oily waiters. 
My firm resolve was to drink quickly and depart. V 
my eyes fell upon a strange spectacle. In the midst, 
fusion, a small, weary-looking woman, wearing the u| 
Army, passed from table to table. Many ignored her 
to her. A few, rather shamefacedly, dropped coins in 
was so fascinated by the sight of her that I sat d| 
another drink, so that I might have the privilege of I 
well. :

(Half a guinea will be sent to Philip Cox, 41, Museum






