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Witness 55, manufacturers of artificial flowers, doing
a large middle-class trade, and dealing only with whole-
gale houses, said that the cheaper class of goods (prim-
roses, buttercups, &c.) were made by small people in
Hoxton. They occasionally sold 1-:1W1'n:1tcl'izl] to Hoxton 1889, Nov. A 1890. Sept. 12 - | 405
houses, and then found it worth while to buy back the ‘
manufactured article because produced cheaper than : - 19
they themselves could do it in their factory. They also
bought a considerable quantity from Germany which
their flower makers refused to malke at the price ; they
generally bought the flower incomplete, and added
something to it.

The wage books were shown to me, and the different
branches explained.

Cutters, who cut the leaves, petals. &c., by placing
the stamp cutter under a press moved by power, were y L
paid time wages. The lowest wages were 7s., the il 0¥ - [ 870} , 28 - | 396
highest 14s., the majority earned from 9s. to 12s.

Qhaders who dip the partsin the dye, shade, and ot ” A
strip them. were also on day work. The forewoman ; - g ’ (e
earned 25s., the maximum wage was 20s. ; good shaders ; 8 37 - | 410
earned from 12s. to 16s., and less experienced hands :
from 9s. to 11s. ' 3 L

¢ Black makers’’ who make mourning flowers were | ) 2 37 2 .| 393
on piece-work. Their numbers fluctuated considerably. iy

Tiearners were paid 8s. 6d. to bs.; the wages of the rest Mo {

ranged from 7s. 6d. to 12s. e e " < Sl

Grasses were being made by learners who received . : ; 3 - | 394

3s., 4s., and 5s. during their three years’ apprentice- ) ) 390

ghip; improvers were paid 7s. 9d., 9s., and 10s.; the 1 it

better hands earned 11s. » s 26 - - 6 - | 400

Leaf makers fluctuated very much in number. They
were rather a rough class of girls. The girls taught by

the firm never stayed long in the leaf-room, as they i e $ ‘

generally advanced to ‘“ mounting’’ or % m:nking_"’ : - | 50 “eb. - | 49 97 - | 408

The majority of the leaf hands earned from 8s. to 10s.

Skilled hands in the season had made as much as 35s.,

and earned over 20s. in ordinary times.

¢« Makers’’ (of roses, &c.) were in many cases elderly.
There were 77 altogether, and of these in one week in
February, five earned over 25s., and five over 20s.;

irls about 20 years of age w ould earn about 12s.

< Mounters’’ ranged from 12s. to 258 The total wages
of 36 for one week came to 311

The employers stated that wages were 30 per cent. of

cost, both in good and bad years. A very bad year . | 49 April 3

would require about half the work donein a very good

year; a very good and a very bad year each came about e

once in seven years., Their ordinaiy seasons were from

March tothe end of May, and from the middle of August

to the end of October. |

They (\mployvd o considerable number of out workers,
nearly all of whom were married women ; their work
was very irregular, and during a large part of the year
\ they would have none. In very great pressure, some of ; = g WETOE (8
the out workers would come into the factory for a month
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THE DRAPERS RECORD. [(Mar. 16, 1895.

ARTIFICIAL FLOWERS.

&

ST

S ~ HERE seems good cause to believe that

artificial flowers will be very much in vogue

for the decoration of Spring hats and bon-

nets. For some time past manufacturers

have been exceedingly busy, and it is

gratifying to learn that one of the tendencies

noticed is in the direction of better-class

goods, especially in the matter of foliage.

One may therefore reasonably expect that

English-made leaves will take the place of the cheaper

and less artistic foliage made in Germany. - This is good

news for English flowermakers and for their numerous

employees, who, in recent years, have suffered con-

siderably from foreign competition. The prospect, therefore, of

the Spring proving a flower season induced us to send a represen-

tative to describe this interesting industry as it is to be seen in

one of the leading manufactories not a hundred miles from Jewin-

street.  On the opposite page wil' be found illustrations of some
of the finished products, the making of which he describes.

Our representative writes :—One of the favourite occupations of
my boyhood was that of planting seeds and watching them grow
into flowers, occasionally varying the natural process by digging
them up to see how they were getting on. I have now passed
through a similar experience with artificial flowers. Under the
courteous and intelligent guidance of one of the principals of the
firm upon whom I called I have seen the transformation of a
strip of muslin, satin, or velvet into the modest violet or gorgeous
rose, in both cases the finished product lacking little except scent
to make it equal for all ordinary purposes to its natural prototype.
Artificial flower-making is an extremely interesting industry.
It is curious to note that the preliminary process, as in nature,
begins underground. (Descending to the basement of the ware-
house I found men busily engaged in anointing great strips of
the various materials with a liquid which stiffens as it dries. - This
_drying process was originally carried out before huge fires, which
had the double disadvantage of heating the room to an excessive
degree, and at the same time drying the material somewhat un-
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kind of flowers are largely made by married flower-makers in
their own homes, and I was informed that, during the coming
season, such flowers, with heather, mignonette, and the like, will
be an important feature in hat and bonnet decoration.

The manufacture of foliage is, perhaps, one of the most inte-
resting of the many processes required for the production of
artificial flowers. A girl picks up a flat leaf and places it upon a
die, above which is a corresponding die moved up and down by a
wheel which the operator twists round with her hand. The two dies
meet : when they separate, there is the leaf perfect in shape and
contour, and only requiring a little touching up with a floury
substance to give it a charmingly life-like appearance.

In the'better class of leaves a little manipulation is required with
the fingers to obviate the stiffness caused by the above process,
and they are made to look still more natural by the addition of
india rubber or silk stems. A special feature at the time of my
visit was the manufacture of large ivy, rose, and violet leaves,
and some effects in the new nacre were particularly novel in
appearance.

The flowers and leaves now go to another department, where
they are skilfully made up into sprays or bunches. Some of the
latter are extremely elaborate, as everyone familiar with the
beauties of a milliner’s window will know. A great deal of taste
is required in the making-up of sprays, as some of them contribute
the major portion of that very finished product—the bonnet. I
was shown an example, in its primitive shape, of what I have no
doubt will prove a very pretty capite. It consisted merely of a
section of foundation material upon which a bunch of artistically-
arranged flowers and foliage was placed. In the hands of a
skilful milliner, this only requires a little touching up and
arranging to become a charming specimen of feminine head-gear.

Before leaving the establishment I was shown through the jet
department. The majority of so-called jet ornaments are made of
glass. Jet itself has been described by an authority possessing
great information, but no sense of humour, as a “ dense variety of
lignite passing by degrees of quality into bituminous fossil wood,
sometimes perfectly black, capable of being easily cut and carved,
and receiving a very beautiful polish.” The name furnishes an
swranllant Avavnla Af Anviane darivnéiane Te 2n haliawvad $a anmen
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Witness 56, employing| about 80 women and girls in
curling and arranging feathers, said that the industry
was not nearly so fluctuating as was generally imagined.
He had been in the trade for 30 years, and had
only known three thoroughly bad periods. They nearly
always worked up the same quantity of feathers. They
exported them to the colonies, and when one country

took few another took many. When feathers themselves
were out of fashion they! made feather trimmings,
aigrettes, &c., There were two seasons in the year,
from January to July and from September to the middle
of November. Feathers were in fashion in London just
then and not in demand in Canada.. Only inefficient
girls were really often out of work. The others were
kept on in slack times because of the difficulty of getting
good hands in the season. Out-door labour was not
good ; out-workers were principally married women who
did not keep up with the fashion. In the season his
hands worked overtime really, but not muck on the
premises ; they took the feathers home. He liked the
Factory Acts on this account, because, by making it
undesirable to work late in the factory, it gave employers
more free time. Judging from the wage books which
were shown to me, the girls in some cases made a con-
siderable amount of money by this home overtime, and
must have worked long hours. They were all paid by
time at the warehouse to prevent their doing the work
too quickly and carelessly. One girl, whose time wage
was 16s., earned 24s. during the previous week, having,
therefore, made 8s. by overtime or home work. The
work done at home was paid by the piece. The
hours of work at the warehouse were from 9.0 to
7.0, and 9.0 to 3.0 on Saturdays, with one hour for
dinner and half an hour for tea. If they worked later
than 7.0 they were paid for overtime.

An apprenticeship of two years was required, learners
beginning with 3s. a week. The wage bocks showed
that the majority of the girls earned from 10s. to 17s., a
few going up to 19s. and 20s., and over. The numbers
employed throughout the year varied very little.

This employer ounly knew of one firm which paid
piece-work, and this firm made a low class of teather,
and was also the one which gave the greatest guantity
to out-workers. But the amount of common work done
in London was mu h less than formerly; good feathers
were cheaper. Gormany made the greater part of the
common stuff put on the market. He considered the
children who came as learners were cleaner than the
fearners used to bz, bat more difficulty to manage and
more inclined to play.

Witness 111 had worked for seven years for a feather-
curler who employed about 40 people; she learnt at
a private house managed by Jews. She only “laid
out” feathers to make them shapeable, and had never
learnt curling. She was absent three months last year

from slackness, but would probably have been kept on
if she had known how to curl feathers as well. The
hours were from 9.0 to 7.0, with one hour for dinner,
and 9.0 to 1.0 on Saturday. They were paid overtime
after 7.0, and frequently at 8 o'clock would take feathers
home. They often, however, worked overtime till 9.30 at
the workshop, and she preferred this to taking work home.
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5 February 1852.]

Mr. Mundello—continued.

plenty of legislation at the present time, if
carried out in its integrity. This is my view
of it : We buy, and repute is the principal
factor on which we carry on business. If I go
to Dents, in Pall Mall, and ask them for a
chronometer, I simply go there because they are
makers to Her Majesty’s Government, I knowing
nothing about a chronometer, and what I
want to point out is, that if you had the actual
malker’s name on the article, then the consumer
would get more in touch with that individual,
and he would be able to pay his workpeople a
better price.

15,276, You would not put the maker’s name
on every piece of trimming that is used upon a
woman’s dress 2—I do not know about the
trimming ; I meant on the box. Dents place a
label on . their gloves. The factories stamp 1t.
The Manchester calico people put their name on
their goods.

15,277. They do, and they do not, as they
please 2—They do as a rule. Of course I know
there is such a thing there as putting the name
of some other person. I have taken labels to
Paris, and they have been put on there.

15,278. When a lady gets her dress home
with the trimming on it, how are you going to
ensure that she shall know who makes the
trimming —I am not defending the lady ; let
the lady defend herself.

15,279. You say you want everybody to put
the name upon the article %—Yes, the maker's
name. I do not mean the wo kman’s.

15,280. When a lady gets her dress home,
she does not, and cannot know under any cir-
cumstances, who manufactured the trimming ?
—But if she knew that that had come through
half-a-dozen different agencies, it would have a
great effect upon her mind.

15,281. She cannot know that, can she 7—
She would know. I do not think you exactly
see what I mean. If I go to Pall Mall and buy
a hat, the Pall Mall 1;c0plc put their names on
1t as the makers, although that hat is manu-
factured in Bethnal Green. Now, I say this:
It is because, I suppose, this is the hat of the

Mr. E. S1MMONS.

[Contimnuwed.

‘vh J////M/(’//«/
West End maker that I am induced to buy it,
but if I knew it came from Bethnal (%nw‘n, I
should buy it there.

15,282, If I buy a hat at the West End, I
know generally it is a good hat, but I do not
know who made the trimming of that hat, do I 2
—No.

15,283. Then I put to you a case of a lady
who goes to the West End and gives her order
for her dress, which various kinds of
trimming upon it; you cannot attach the mer-
chandise marks to those trimmings ?—Yes.

15,284. How do you attach the merchandise
marks to the trimmings so that when the dress
comes to the lady she may know who made the
trimmings ? If she and buys these
trimmings, and they attach a label to it and say
“made in Paris” when, perhaps, it has been
made in Germany, that very often has an in-
fluence over her, and she purchases it.

15,285. She does not buy the trimmings her-
self —She buys the dress with the trimmings
attached to it. She instructs her dressmaker to
buy the trimmings for it.

15,286. 1 suppose you have competition with
France in this mdustry, have you not %—VYes.

15,287. Germany, too ? - the
greatest competitor.

15,288. Paris is the great maker of ladies’
trimmings —And there they pay a very fair
price for their work. I have been among 1t in
Paris and a little of it in Switzerland

15.289. Paris sets the
the fashion.

15,290. So that, for instance, in your silk
trade, until Paris has set the fashion, you hardly
know what to get to work on%—Not till then.
We depend a great deal upon them, unfor-
tunately ; unless you adopt the course of placin
a label upon it, and calling it
then, perhaps, you muy sell it.

15,291. The conditions of this industry apply
more to women than to men ?—There are more
women by 75 per cent.

15,292. Then it is a matter for inquiry by
the women sub-commissioners, is it not >—Yes.

continued.

has
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‘ Paris make,

Adjourned.
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WALKING-STICKS.
Tae fashion or habit of carrying a Walking-
stick, or some article of the same nature, seems
| to have existed from the remotest antiquity. The
spear of the warrior, the shepherd’s staff, the
club, baton, red, or wand of office, are all develop-
ments of the same idea. It has been used not
| only as a support to the body, but to lend dignity
and grace to the individual, and as a means of
defence. In modern times the use of walking-
| sticks has increased enmormously, ando-day the
manufacture and use of these articles are cultivated
almost to the extent of a fine art. But though
popular and well ‘known as an article of every-
day use, very little is known about the walking-
| stick as an article of commerce—where it comes
from, who malkes it, and how it is made.

Under the general term ¢ Walking-stick Trade’

| is included the manufacture of sticks for um-
brellas, &c., of which an incredible number are
produced annually. In England—which, by the
way, almost supplies the world—the number of
men employed is about four thousand. The trade
| is rather scattered, though by far the greatest
part is done in London, where, in the East End,
it is carried on extensively. ‘The workmen are
chiefly drawn from the poorer cla 8,
Finsbury, Shoreditch, Whitechapel, and Bethnal
Green, in which parishes the principal workshops
are situated. The trade is strictly a season one ;
it is among the first to feel depression, and among
the last to recover. A large number of the men
employed earn on the average a fair living,
especially those in the largest houses, who enjoy,
as a rule, the most regular employment. But
a large section of the trade pays bad wages—in
fact, in some cases it 1s a mere existence, A great
quantity of sticks produced by these latter are
manufactured in dwelling-houses, nay, in the
very living-rooms, though in this respect there
is a gradual improvement going on. The people
among whom this state of things exists are mostly
small manufacturers, who work on their own
account. In busy times, it often happens' the
man is compelled to work nearly all night in
order to get the work done in time for payment
on Saturday. It has been known for wives and
even children’s help to be put to account. This is
true when trade is busy, which is generally from
| March to November, when slack time begins, and
continues, with more or less abatement, till the
following spring.

During slack periods, most of the men are on
half or three-quarter time ; but a large number
have practically no work at all ; this, added to
low wages in busy times, renders their lives and
| surroundings quite deplorable. The men most

in demand are those with the ability to make
samples, and the first question most employers
put to a mew workman, is, ‘Can you make me
anything fresh  This is important, as on the
| freshness and variety of new samples depend the
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—STICKS.

chances of new and large orders. Men have ere | workmen,

now made a small fortune out of a new
This, of course, is rare; but it has occurred
several times in the last ten years. A sample
known as ‘Brazilian Pine’ became so popular
as to make the whole trade unusually busy for
two or three years. Another, known as ¢ Acacia,’
has been in great demand for the last five years,
and bids fair to become a standing order in the
trade.  ‘English Furze, dressed, bent, joined,
and stained in a countless variety of combina-
tions, has had a run on the market
years ; and there are scores of new samples on
the kinds of wood I have mentioned being pre-
pared even now for next season or the season
after.

The raw material from which are produced the
almost countless varieties of sticks in the market
is brought from nearly every part of the epmh.
There is a large quantity grown in England, but
the bulk is foreign. To get an idea of the vast
quantity of foreign sticks imported into England,
one should visit the London Docks, East Smith-
field Entrance Warehouse, No. 1, which is
of the largest storehouses of the kind in Encland.
Here, piled from floor to ceiling, are all sorts
of sticks imaginable: pimento, olive, myrtle,
hazel, oak, ash, orange, bamboo, Tonquin canes,
and a host of others, in such profusion as to
be bewildering. It must be seen to be realised,
by any person outside the trade. It would be
impossible to name all the different kinds of raw
material ; but the following are the names of the
most important : Olives from America, Queens-
land, and South Africa. Pimento from the West
Indies, chiefly Jamaica, from which island from
three to four thousand bundles, each containing
from five to eight hundred sticks, are imported
annually.  Many of these sticks are sawn up
into half-a-dozen smaller ones. Myrtle from
South BEurope, and most of the countries situated
round the Mediterranean Sea.
rica, South Europe, and South Africa.
or cornelian cherry from Mid and South Europe
and some parts of Asia. This wood is very tough,
and was used extensively when the ‘acacia’
became popular. Also several varieties of each
of the following: Oak, orange, cherry, hazel,
thorn, Ceylon vines, supple-jacks, palm, orangine,
crab, birch, beech, amore, lancewood, ebony,
Amboyna,
gee, Jambeze, Penang, Rajah, Partridge,
Tonquin, betel, Malacca, Nana,
Whampoa canes, bird’s-eye maple,

The

Cornel

bamboo,
Madagascar,
chief produce of Great Britain are : Oak,
more, cherry, and many other minor varieties,
This list will show the great amount of skill
required to become a judge of the raw material
only.

But

nothine

'
though extensive, the raw

commnared  wiflh the mnltinlicatinn of

sample. | half-a-dozen olives, and, by tre
| differently, to produce

for some

| .
[ natural is

| be described as other than natural,
| many curious things made up into walking-sticks,
one |

| novel and peculiar stick, which deceived
| oL :
| experts, who, believing it to be

| walking-sticks—pie

Ash from Ame- |

tulip-tree, snakewood, rosewood, Whan- | in

| pimento, and all varieties of
|

| sand.
material is |

More than this—it is possible to take
ting each of them
a corresponding number
of sticks, which are known in the market as
pepper, nutmeg, cinnamon, Australian bay, acacia,
and olive—six distinet kinds from the same
wood. ~This is done more or less in every branch
of the trade, especially amone what i known
as ‘Naturals,” that is, sticks made from the single
branch of a tree. The handle is made to the
desired shape from a piece of a thicker branch,
which is left on for that purpose when the stick
iIs cut. As it is difficult to a sufficient
quantity of sticks grown like this, the difficulty
Is met by joining the required piece on. The
Joint is so neat that most people would never
notice it, or if they did, it would be more by
accident than design.

The ier great branch of work besides the
called ‘Fancy,” and embraces carving,
bending, inlaying, and everything which might
There are

oef
get

such snake-skins stretched on wood, sinews
of large animals, sunflower stalks, cabbage stumps,
sticks rendered curious by nature, some of which
are of very strange and fantastic growth. The
most curious stick the writer has ever met with
was made as follows: A smooth round stick, on
which knots were made with plaster of Paris, and
then covered neatly all over with American table-
covering, the pattern of which resembled the
grain of wood. The edges were joined so neatly
as to be invisible. The whole produced a very
many
wood, were
It was only by

trick was dis-

as

puzzled
cutting
covered.

Many pieces of very rare wood are made into
s of old ships, &c., beside
scarce specimens of wood almost unknown, such
as Myall wood, Australian black wood, muskwood,
Cypress pine, zebra wood, kauri pine, deodar
wood, calamander, sabicu, and occasional pieces
of lignum vitee. The ‘modus operandi’ whereby
sticks which grow crooked are made straight 1s
not generally known, and has been the subject of
some curious speculation. We do not remember
to have met with a satisfactory account anywhere
print, although at different times sage advice

at the peculiar grain.
a piece off that the

| has Deen given on the subject through the pre

in answer to correspondents. All such advice, so

greenheart, &c. | far as we know, has been more or less erroneous
[ and absurd.
ash, furze, birch, hazel, thorn, beech, crab, syca- |

The main object is to render the
wood or cane soft and pliable ; to do this, it is
plunged into heated sand. Woods such as oak,
ash, orange, &c., require wet sand ; while olives,
f cane, require dry
In addition to this, a contrivance called
fa horse’ is used, which consists of a plank of
S <=0 Ly . a end af an
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