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KK-K'iO®^'?-
22nd December, 1933*

The Rt. Hon. George Lansbury, M.P., 
Manor House Hospital, 
North End Road, 
GOLDERS GREEN, N.W» 11.

My dear George,

I have the enclosed letter from Comrade Petroff. 
I had a chat with Clem Attlee in regard to its contents, 
and he thought I might with advantage just mention it to 
you to see whether you thought we ought to ask people 
to give Petroff any extension. I know you are acquainted 
with him very well. He is a dear old comrade and if 
anything can be done to assist him, we shall all be 
very pleased.

I thought I might exploit your present indisposition, 
together with your persona grata with the Home Office in 
this matter. I shall, however, be entirely guided by 
what you do.

Now that I have seen you once and'heard more about 
you, I will come to see you more often.

God love you and all the best for now and ever more.



22n(i December, 1933.

My dear Friend,
God moves in a mysterious way. Even if the Devil 

had something to do with your being ’’knocked out” a 
loving Father can overrule all for His Glory, and the 
good of His child. You know it as well as I do, but 
it is good sometimes to state the obvious.

What an experience for you to have, and what joy 
and peace we feel you must enjoy because of desiring 
above all to be in His will., - His Will is our Peace.

We have been thinking about you, praying for 
you, talking about you, and praising God for all 
that you have stood for.

My wife and our children join in wishing you 
a restful Christmas - and that the New Year will 
bring better times for everybody. Why not?

God bless and keep you, 
With kind thoughts, 

I am,as ever. 
Yours sincerely.

The Right Honourable George Lansbury, m.P., J.P.
Hospital, (rS^-l
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TUDOR HOUS’^, 
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2End DeceiTjbei 19Si5.

TH^ RIGHT HON. GEOxiGS LAiTSBUHY M.P., 
Man0X Talk

Hoi th London, 
LONDON.

My deal Mi Lanshniy,

Will you please accept the assuiance of 

oui waim sympathy with you in the teiiihle accident 

v;hieh has put you on one side foi a while. I Quite 

thought that my Wife had sent you a telegism as soon 

as we lead of the accident in the papeis, hut I find 

that thiough some misundeistanding she did not do so.

Be assuied hov; heaitily we wish you to make 

a speedy and complete lecoveiy. We gieatly miss you 

in the House of Commons wheie youi geniality and foith- 

lightedness aie so valuable an asset.

I am confident that the fact that you have 

lived such a healthy life and aie an abstainei will help 

you thiough youi tioubles.

Wishing you all the best foi Ghiistmas and the 

Hew Yeai, in whiAh Mis Leckie Joins, 

OF I am,
Im POLITICAL

Youi s veiy sinceiely,

N^^'^^ o^—^----------- -



Telephone: Hampstead 2346.

station From BISHOP PERRIN,
BELSIZE PARK

(HAMPSTEAD tube) 9 LYNDHURST ROAD, HAMPSTEAD, N.W.3.
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29. Stockwell Moad,
TLondon.

S.W. 9.





West Birmingham Divisional

AGENT: 

Wilfrid Whiteley.

TE LEPHONE ■ 

Northern 2726.

O. G. Willey.

265, ICKNiELD Street,

Hockley,

BIRMINGHAM. 18

December 22nd.1933.

MP. George Lansbury, ^a ,pOu^ P^^^P^^^^^^ C^^^^^^^^" 
ii^ianor House Hospital, 
Golders Green, 
London, N.

My Dear George,

On my own behalf and on behalf of all our 
^embers, I want to express our regret that circumstances have 
put you where you are and we sincerely trust that you are making 
the longest strides possible towards a complete recovery of 
Health and Strength.

In the meantime, may the Fellowship and 
Affection of your many thousands of Comrades be a special Joy 
and comfort to you.

All the best of Good Wishes for Christmas, 
Hew Year and Always.

Very sincerely yours,

7



HAMPSTEAD, N. W. 3

9, ARKWRIGHT ROAD,

23rd December, 1933.

My dear Lansbury,

The wife and I have decided to write you with our 
sincere and hearty good wishes for Christmas and the coming Year, 
and Indeed, for many years to come.

On the day of your accident at Gainsborough I wired to 
you because you were far away, but I knew after that it would 
miss you because you were on your way to London, I called at the 
Hospital the -following day and left my card, but I knew quite well 
that it would not be to your benefit to see anyone, and we have 
refrained for the last few days from doing more than enquiring as 
to your progress. We cannot however, allow Christmas to pass 
without saying something, although I know, from my own experience 
in Manor House in February last, that the visits of kind friends 
and the letters of well meaning people can be a source of unrest 
to someone who is ill, and Instead of being solace and comfort, 
may easily become a damned nuisance.

However, George dear, heres to you with the sincere 
affection of us both. May your Christmas not be an unhappy one 
in spite of your grievous trouble, and may you compel your friends 

_ to allow it to be a restful one.

If only you can get the Hospital Authorities to get the 
Staff to leave you alone a bit, to keep out all but your relatives 
and close personal friends, and to let you rest, then you may even 
ultimately gain some benefit in one way, in spite of your 
suffering in another, and that is our sincere wish.

We fear that we know how you will feel, but George dear, 
the Movement will go on, although millions of our people will miss 
you, and we appeal to you to make as much rest of your trouble as 
you can and come back to us rested and ready for anything.

May happiness be yours.
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TWO NEW AIDS TO BUSINESS.
1. BUSINE sTreH^PACKETS.

RADIOTELEGRAMS
You want j reply from your client ?
Send him a Business Reply Envelope 

or Postcard /hich does not require a 
stamp.

Licences tc use this service and full 
particulars c£ n be obtained from your 
local Postma; ter.

2. INLAND SAMPLE POST.
Special reduced rates are now in force 

for postal packets up to 8 oz. in weight 
containing samples.

Full particiilars at any Post Office. 
------------------i--------

Hand in your messages 
for 

SHIPS 'at sea 
at any telegraph office, or 

ring up “ Foreign Telegrams.”

1 Id. a word (or less)
(Is. 6d. a word in certain special cases).

INLAND TELEGRAMS
addressed to a

TELEPHONE NUMBER
are delivered more quickly.

USE A TELEPHONE ADDRESS
(e.g. Jones, Bristol 1640'J)

FOR YOUR TELEGRAMS



Deceaher 22

Dear George,—Wen I write how very auch I regret your

Rt. Kon. G. Lansbury, M.P

accident and being laid aside, it looks so inadequate to express 

my real feelings towards you,*one of God’s gentlemen.’ But what 

the Enlish language fails to do, you aay

of sympathy in sincerely felt as well as

V

rest assured the spirit

sent

It seems strange for newspaper men to he short of words

to describe their meaning, hut no adjectives seem to quite fit

the circumstances in which one finds them se Ive s~a full heart and

inexp re ssihde feeling of thankfulness for your services to

humanity, and a sense of pity that you should meet with mishap

especially at this time of year

■\f^«
, .1____

In my^orty years nearly in the Labour Movement 
has~^MaF”scarcelyt^en a time in public or private debate 
words sS^ii^^ faii^'lae, but the best I can now to describe 
reflection would ba Serbert’s words:

Only a sweet and virtuous soul.
Like seasoned timber never gives: 

But though the whole world turn to coal
Then chiefly lives.

In season and out of season Tou have championed the cause 

there 
when 
on

7
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of the
poor and weak, carrying out the teaching of the Lowly Kazarene; 
®ay you soon be backed up with a majority of like-ainded men to 
issue in a Christian Commonwealth and something nearer what our 
puny minds conceive to be God’s kingdom on earth, a State wherein 
”Hone shall lack, where distribution will be made to every one 
according to their need.”

With not only Seasonable Greetings but witn_^4aO wishes 
for your very speedy recovery.—Your a, &c., p u

U-i*-





^2^<

Clarendon Lodge, 
Watford.
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^eU. '^. (t. ^alviiittue^ / /I ( ^

' ' . ?*«*i*»«6»»k^-'fl«f*!^^^BB^ ^heixiar Cap* 

^’eiv Brnnehiit-k, tlanaita

December 23rd..
/ ODear Mr.Lansbury. /

As a boy it was one of my greatest joys to see and. hear 
you in the ’’House’,’to read, of your splend.id. work in Hyd.e Park in the last 
of your time ifl office was another treat,and. it was end.orsed. without any 
doubt by the whole of England., I have just read, of your sad. accident and 
I eamettly hope that you will soon be restored to good health and again 
in harness, toiling for the people,

I hope it will help you to learn that in this small part 
of the Empire, you will be specially remembered at the Christmas Mass, 

May Cod bless you and keep you.

Yours affectionately.



.JI
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TWO NEW AIDS TO BUSINESS.
; 1. BUSINESS REPLY PACKETS.

You want a reply from your client ? 
Send him a Business Reply Envelope 

or Postcard which does not require a 
; stamp.

Licences to use this service and full 
particulars can be obtained from your 

: local Postmaster.
2. INLAND SAMPLE POST.

Special reduced rates are now in force 
for postal packets up to 8 oz. in weight 
containing samples.

Full particulars at any Post Office.

RADIQTELEGRAMS

Hand in your messages 
for

SHIPS AT SEA 
at any telegraph office, or 

ring up “ Foreign Telegrams/*

1 Id. a word (or less) 
(Is. 6d. a word in certain special cases).

INLAND TELEGRAMS
addressed to a 

TELEPHONE NUMBER 
are delivered more quickly.

USE A TELEPHONE ADDRESS
(«.’. Jones, Bristol 16-100)

FOR YOUR TELEGRAMS



NATIONAL
• i»jr,iM*»WBt%i*»4M(0?e^

Ambrose APPELBE
(Fabian Society)

G. BELL
(General Federation of Trade Unions)

F. S. BUTTON
(Amaliarruited Fnf,ineering Union)

G. W. CANTER
(Union of Post Office Workers)

R. COPPOCK, j.p.
(National Federation of Building Trades 

Operatives)
E. G. DAY

(Iron and Steel Trades Confederation)

Allan A. H. FINDLAY
(United Patternmakers’ Association)

Oscar FRIEDMAN
(National Union of Commercial Travellers)

Hon. Treasurer

George HICKS, m.p.
(Amalgamated Union of Building Trade Workers)

TRADE UNION CLUB
LIMITED

PRESIDENT A. G. WALKDEN
Chairman, Trades Union Congress General Council

Management Committee
George GIBSON

(Mental Hospital and Institutional Workers’ 
Union)

Douglas HAIGH, f.c.i.s.
(National Union of Clerks)

E. HAMBLIN
(National Union of Railwaymen)

Hector HUGHES, k.c.
(N.IF. Camberwell Labour Party)

Harry JACKSON
(Concert Artistes’ Association)

H. W. KAY
(Trarssport and General Workers’ Union)

Arthur PUGH, c.b.e.
(Iron and Steel Trades Confederation)

Chairman
Ben TILLETT

(Transport and General Workers’ Union)

Hon. Secretary
C. J. KEBBELL

(National Union of Commercial Travellers)

Rt. Hon. F. O. ROBERTS 
(Typographical Association

J. ROWAN
(Electrical Trades Union)

Vf. R. SPENCE
(National Union of Seamen)

Frank STILLWELL 
(Transport and General Workers’ Union)

R. B. SUTHERS
(National Union of Journalists)

E. C. TYLER 
(National Union of Commercial Travellers)

H. WEBB
(National Union of Clerks)

F. G. WITCHER
(Transport and General Workers’ Union)

Secretary-Manager 
W. Arthur PEACOCK 
(National Union of Journalists)

Telepkone:
HOLBORN 4167

24-28, NEW OXFORD STREET, LONDON, W.G.l

OF

AND
in POLITICAL a,J

December SSrd- 
............. •*.........................

My dear George:

All those who love the oause,love you. & 

there is anxiety in the Land about you and. your great 

soul as well as loersonality.

Do get well,we wish you. all the best for 

Xmas,for the New Year,and. may the New Year,bring in a 

new and. better era for the V/orkers of the WotldL with 

an unity of great Comrad.eshipgas well as understand.ing 

of the greater meaning of the movement and. the princi

ples upon which it is based..

But love to you and. hope and. courage for 

the stoic d.emand. upon your d.ear,brave bod.y and. brains.

God. love you always,is the prayer of all 

of us and we want you well and restored to us and the 

the Manhood,the Woamanhood of the World.

Good luck and love.
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THE LEAGUE OF THE KINGDOM OF GOD. ‘ GREAT EASTON RECTORY,
DUN MOW.

December 23rd

My dear Lansbury ,

We send you a Christmas Greetigg 
with our love and affection ,and trust that you are 
making rapid strides towards recovery . You are 
constantly in our thoughts as I know you are in the 
thoughts of the thousands who love you and admir6 
all you have suffered and done for Christ’s Poor.

God bless you 
and make you well again is the prayer 

of

CT.
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Mj^mEFtS’ FS^lENi® S@Cl®TT^
Established 1848.

seaman’s bethel 
bible book & TRACT DEPOT 

19. OLD GRAVEL LANE 
LONDON DOCKS.

SEAMAN’S BETHEL 
SAILORS REST & READING ROOM 

HOLOERNESS ROAD, HULL.

MANCHESTER.
SHIP CANALt DOCKS & HOSTELS.

COASTGUARD STATIONS,

PRESIDENT ..............Sir George Hume, J.P., M.P., L.C.C. 
VICE-PRESIDENTS The Countess of Limerick

The Lady Bertha Dawkins.
The Rt. Hon. Earl Buxton, P.C., G.C.M.G.
The Earl of Haddo, O.B.E., L.C.C.
Admiral C. E. Hunter, L.C.C.
Commander Hugh Neill, M.I.M.E.
The Rev, John Wilson, D.D.
Wm. Bingham, Esq., J.P.

V' H. S. Shipton, Esq.
Axel Welin, Esq., C.B.E.
W. H. Wilson, Esq.

TREASURER..............Gordon L. White, M.C.
BANKERS ......—.......Barclays Bank (Limited) Stepney Branch.

Bank of England (Hull Branch).
SUPERINTENDENT CHAPLAIN.....T:he Rev. J. W. K. Brockbank 
HON. SECRETARY .....H. King, Esq.
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THE LONDON SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS 
AND POLITICAL SCIENCE, 
HOUGHTON St.. ALDWYCH.
LONDON. W.C 2
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B or C
Chaises to pay

s. d.
TIME OF 
RECEIPT 

at Central Tele
graph Office, E.C.I.

■f

Fr<^iZ.^

Post Off 1954
If there is doubt about the 
telegram ring "Telegrams 

delivery for

ELEGRAPHS
accuracy of any part of this 

Enquiry ” or call at the Office 6f 
free repetition.

This form, and if possible the envelope, should accompany any enquiry other than by telephone.

P ' ^ igin and Service Instructions. Words,
25

No; & 0 P

Oifece Stamp

DE

,M

To.

THE INFORMATION OVERLEAF WILL INTEREST YOU.

LANSBURY MANOR HOUSE HOSPITAL GOLDERS GREEN

? ALL GOOD WISHES FOR SPEEDY RECOVERY MAY 1954 BRING 
'you NEARER ACHIEVEMENT OF YOUR IDEALS CECIL AND LEAH,

i MALONE "
GF 
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TWO NEW AIDS TOJ3USINESS.
1. BUSINESS REPLY PACKETS.
You want a reply from your client ?
Send hint a Business Reply Envelope 

or PostcardM which does not require a 
stamp. t

Licences tp Use this service and full 
particulars.'can be obtained from your 
local Postmaster.

2. INLAND SAMPLE POST.
Special reduced rates are now in force 

for postal packets up to 8 oz. in weight 
containing samples.

Full particulars at any Post Office.

RADIOTELEGRAMS
Hand in your messages 

for
SHIPS AT SEA 

at any telegraph office, or 
ring up “ Foreign Telegrams.”

1 Id. a word (or less)
(Is. 6d. a word in certain special cases).

INLAND TELEGRAMS 
addressed to a 

TELEPHONE NUMBER 
are delivered more quickly.

USE A TELEPHONE ADDRESS 
(e.g. Jones, Bristol 16400) 

FOR YOUR TELEGRAMS



B or C
Charges to pay

s. d.
TIME OF 
RECEIPT

..M

From

U'Post Oice A Telegraphs
Telegrams for INLAND^ 
handed to the messenger

addresses may be 
who delivers this form.

The Post Office accepts telegrams by telephone.
This form, and if possible the envelope, should accompany any enquiry respecting this Telegram.

Prefix. Time handed in. Ofiice of Origin and Service Instructions. Words.

THE INFORMATION OVERLEAF WILL INTEREST YOU.

No..

Office S

3a 4^2

To...



INLAND C.O.D. SERVICE.

The valve of an article sent by Regis
tered Letter Post or by Registered or 
Unregistered Parcel Post between 
places in the United Kingdom is col
lected on delivery by the Post Office 
and remitted at once to the sender. 
The service is also available for goods 
sent by Railway in Great Britain.

Full particulars can be obtained at any 
MONEY ORDER POST OFFICE or 
from the POST OFFICE GUIDE.

ALL

POST OFFICES
at which telegrams are dealt with 

ACCEPT
RADIOTELEGRAMS 

at i/6 a word for long ranges 
or nd. a word for shorter distances 
FOR SHIPS AT SEA.

TELEGRAMS BY TELEPHONE.
To send a Telegram by Telephone ask 
the exchange for " Telegrams ” or, if the 
telegram is for a place cutside the British 
Isles, or for transmission by wireless to a 
ship at sea, " Foreign Telegrams.” In the 
case of an Automatic Exchange, dial the 
appropriate code.
To secure delivery of a Telegram by 
Telephone, use the addressee’s tele
phone number as the address (e.g. Jones, 
Bristol 640)* or prefix "Telephone ” (net 
charged for in inland telegrams) to the 
ordinary address.

* In foreign telegrams “ Dubois Telephone 6^0 Calais.’’
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89 , Poss Poad 
Hereford. 
24/12/33

Dear Kr. LarsHiry.

I have read, with great pleasure your 
article in the currant issue of "John Bull"

;\s it is written froLi a religious 
standpoint, I may remark that I am a (Ro
man) Catholic as well as a Socialist.

1+ is a greed pity that so many of my 
fellow catholics and my fellow Socialists 
think their respective principles are op- 
osed. Such writings as yours should help 
considerably to dispel such a regretahl^^ 
illusion.

I am almost a nonentity in religion, 
in politics, and generally, but occasional!}/ 
I do dare to express opinions which my 
friends have not the courage to utter, and 
I somehow feel you will not get many other 
letters like this on the same subject, so 
for those reasons I presume to send you my 
congratulations.

You have inspired me with a new dox
ology, "Gloria in excel sis Deo, et in terra 
pax hominibus sicut Georgiu'sWt.ansburj:". 
Peace to you and your family, and may you 
have a satisfactory recovery from your ac
cident , and many more years of active ser
vice, serving British democracy, which 
looks to you alone for sane guidence and
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AARON M. HOMEL CALUMET 0880

WILLIAM H.^^ED
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR AT LAW

^■T<>,cy'-^ \ , CHICAGO

5427 Blackstone avenue, 
ChiLcago, Ill.

December 25> ^933.

My dear Lansbury:

It w^s ’vlth the very greatest regret that I re
cently read In the newspapers about your accident, and I hope 
by the time this reaches you you are much better. I shall ^atch. 
the papers for news of you.

I had been Intending to make this illness of 
yours the occasion for writing you a little letter, but did not 
get around to it until today, which is Christmas Day. Small 
snowflakes are falling, the day is very cold; and notwithstanding 
President Roosevelt’s ameliorative measures conditions here are 
st ill so bad that thousands of families are still eating at the 
garbage dumps. I imagine that is a phenoraonon which does not 
occur in England where you have the Unemployment Insurance. Only 
a few days ago I was passing by the big municipal garbage dump 
on the outskits of the city at Summit, and there were hundreds of 
people obtaining their week’s supplies on a Saturday afternoon by 
rooting among the nasty mess.

In this State of Illinois one may obtain a small 
amount of very unsatisfactory relief In the for: of boxes of food 
and stilo smaller amounts of cash for rent, etc.^ in some instances , 
by applying to the County relief authorities. It takes weeks to ob
tain it, however, and the red tape is so terrific, and the relief 
itself when obtained is so deficient in nuality and nuantity that 
one can well understand the scenes one sees at every place where 
food refuse Is dumped.

The people on relief are drawn from all classes of 
society. Including doctors and other professional people, and busi
ness men who three or four years aga were rich. Myself I have been 
struggling very hard to avoid having to amply for relief, but at 
last have been driven to do so. I had to wait more than six hours 
^at a Relief Station to obtain a preliminary interview of a few rainutss 
with a social worker, and although that is more than two weeks ago 
we have obtained nothing yet, nor do we know when we shall.

Yet things are improving a little. A few people 
are getting Jobs as a result of the Federal Administration’s N.R.A., 
A.A.A., and C.W.A., etc.(I do not know how closely you have fol
lowed developments in the U.S.A., and therefore I do not know how 
much these letters convey to you, but I can assure you that the 



various agencies ttirougd which, the Federal Government Is trying to\ 
relieve the situation are so complicated that very few people here \ 
can sort them out -^rom one another.) |[I am hoping against hope that 
I may get something to do rayself before the relief authorities get 
around to me.^ My law practice Is worth nothing. All my clients 
are Insolvent, many of them bankrupt. They owe me many hundreds of 
dollars, and cannot pay me.

Well, I ara afraid this will not make very cheerful reading for 
you, and frankly I would have written you before if I had had some
thing mors cheerful to tell you. I ara, however, hoping rauch from 
Roosevelt. Most of the Socialists here are strongly opposed to 
him, taking the same attitude we used to in England against the 
Liberal Party. Of course the Communist Party paints him as a fiend 
Incarnate, and in that respect its attitude is just the same as 
that of the frank reactionaries who voted for Hoover, and laissez 
fairs. However, I think the situation here is different from any
thing that has ever existed before either here or anywhere else. 
Notwithstanding the official attitude of the Socialist Party, Roose
velt was elected with the help of those people who might have been 
expected to vote socialist. The combined Socialist and Goraraunlst 
vote was rather less than Eugene Debs alone used to poll before the 
World War. Thpre Is now a quarrel going on within the Democratic 
Party. The party machine and many of the state administrations, 
including that of Illinois, are quarreling with the Central Adminis
tration. I bellwwe an open split is inevitable. Roosevelt and the 
Progressive Democrats will divide off from the Wall street crowd 
w Ich has always controlled both the Republican and -democratic par
ties. The Republican Progressives will also join Roosevelt. I 
think it probable the Socialists, Farmer-Laborites, etc., with the 
exe9j>tion of the' irreconcileables, will probably do the same. Cer
tainly the American Federation of Labor is already Rooseveltian. If 
this development fails to take place then Roosevelt will turn into 
some kind of a Fascist. He will reach the parting of the ways be
fore the next election.

Meanwhile what are you doing in England? I had been thinking of 
you as the probable next Prime Minister. My friend S. K. Ratcll^^fe 
however, whom you probably know, is now lectutitng over here, and he 
told me the other day that probably Arthur Hendersoi4vould be chosen. 
I had been afraid that this might be the case. Of course I would 
greatly have pfeferred you. These are no days for slow moving seral- 
reactlonism, even if it has a socialistic objective in the far future. 
The world needs Socialism and needs it now. The choice is not be
tween Socialism and Capitalism, but between Socialism and dictator
ship, and owing to ComrauAist Party ineptitude it would not be likely 
even to be Communist dictatorship. We do not want to repeat the 
German catastrophe which has caused me almost as rauch sorrow as the 
Russian revolution caused me joy. I understand Sir Stafford Cripps 
represents a middle course, with enough positive aggressiveness to 
make nulck and decisive action possible without going the length of 
complete dictatorship. Could you not manage to steer him into the 
leadership? I ara afraid the country will not be satisfied with Hen
derson and the other old boys, most of whom I used to know. Surely 
the fate of Macdonald should have taught you all something.

This is a long letter, and I have rambled on just thinking that 
while you are laid up you may possibly have time to read it. I 
wish you a speedy recovery, and a long, useful and happy career in



1934, and a good many more years to come.

Very sincerely yours,













Telephone: Tottenham, 4727.

10, Strode Road, 
^^ OF

Tottenham. N. 17. and 

December 26th, 1933.

The Rt. Hon’ George Lansbury, M. P. ^'^

Dear Comrade Lansbury,

Though we have never met, I have long entertained 

a great admiration for you as Parliamentary Leader of the Labour Party.

I had the great ple°sure of hearing you speak at the Prince of Wales Baths, 

Kentish Town, on October 20th, and was very greatly Impressed with your 

address on that occasion: indeed, it was then I became aware for the first 

time? that our Ideals, your’s and mine, are identical; inasmuch as like 

you, I base my Socialism on the teachings of Christ. I should very much 

like to meet you in person; and shall hope to have that pleasure in the 

not too distant future. I was truly grieved to hear of your unfortunate a 

accident; from which, I sincerely trust, you will make a speedy and com

plete recovery. At your age the Pain engendered by such an Accident must 

have been as unwelcome, as hard to bear: but the fortitude with which you 

have borne it must have won the unstinted admiration of Friends and Foes al 

like. I sincerely trust you spent as pleasant a Christmas as possible; an 

that 1934 will be a much brighter year for you than the present; and may 

it bring us a Labour Majority Government, say we all. You may have seen, 

or heard, that I have been adopted as Prospective Labour Candidate for 

Dover, which has received the endorsement of the Party Executive: so, al

though It is undoubtedly a stiff Seat to win, I am very hopeful of soon 

having the prlvelege of serving under your Leadership in the House of 



Commons: oh, yes, I know I'm an Optimist, always was. I am totally Blind; 

a Piano Tuner by profession; a Member of the National League of the Blind, 

the L. C. S., and the North Tottenham Labour Party, whom I represented on 

the ^iiddlesex County Council from 1928-31J there, now I've introduced ray- 

self; wo we may take it we now know each other. You have doubtless re

ceived 'uite a galaxy of Correspondence, so it's not up to me to worry you 

with a lot more: but I felt I must Just send you a few lines, to convey to 

you my very best wishes for your speedy recovery, and your future welfare: 

God bless you, true Knight of Socialism. These wishes are entirely coro- 

borated by my Wife; also my Mother, who is spending Xmas with us: a very 

happy one, may I add*

With every good wish.

Yours in complete Unity,

G. A. Custance.


