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QUESTIONS FOR 

POOR LAW GUARDIANS. 
REVISED OCTOBER I 894· 

Sm or MADAM, 
In connection with your candidature for the office of Guardian 

of the Poor, I should be obliged if you would be good enough to 
answer the following questions, and return the paper to me. 

I am, yours faithfully, 

(Name of Elector) ................ ......... .. ............ ........... ....... ........ ....... ...... .... ...... ... ... . 

(Address of Elector) ......... ..... ............................ ... .................. ......................... . 

(Information 011 !Itt Poor Law and its admimslralion will be found in Fabia11 Tmct ,\·o. 
r7, "The Rifm·m of the Poor Law," a11d No. 541 "Tht 1-/umani::iug of/he fJoor 
Law." Su advert1swuut, page 4.) 

QUESTIONS. 

I.-REFORMS IN ORGANIZATION. 
1. Will you advocate the Board and its 

Committees meeting in the evening, so as 
to enable working men and women to serve? 

2. Are you in favor of the complete eq ual-
ization of rates throughout the metropolis? 

3· Will you advocate the transfer of the 
administration of all P oor Law schools, hos-
pitals, asylums, etc., in London to an elected 
central Poor Law Council, having authority 
over the local Boards of Guardians? 

!I.-REFORMS IN ADMINISTRA-
TION. 

(a.) The Worthy Poor. 
+ Are you in fa\'or of substituting for 

Poor Law relief a system of adequate pen-
sions to the aged and disabled poor? 

5· Are you in favor of the complete 
separation of the Infirmary from the Work-
house, so that all stigma of pauperism may 
be removed from the public treatment of 
sickness or accident, and that the care of 
the sick may be placed in the hands of a 
suffi cient staff of skilled nurses? 

ANSWERS. 



QUESTIONS. 

6. Are you in favor of housing the dif-
ferent classes of in-door poor in separate 
buildings? 

7 . .Are you in favor of establishing Cot-
tage Homes ?r Almshouses for the aged ? 

8. ·will you insist that where aged 
married people, both over sixty, are in the 
workhouse, a separate apartment shall be 
provided for them, as directed by the law, 
and will you report to the Local Govern-
ment Board any infraction of the same ? 

9· Will you see that the aged poor in 
the workhouse are (a) provided with books 
and newspapers, (b) allowed to smoke, (c) 
excused from all compulsory work, (d) 
allowed to interest themselves in some 
occupation, (e) not forced to wear a distinc-
tive dress, and (/) allowed to go out on 
every fine day ? 

10. Will you see, by means of genuine 
surprise visits of inspection, that the regu-
lations of the Local Government Board for 
the management of the workhouse are 
strictly carried out ? 

11. Will you insist upon the appoint-
ment of an outside Women's Visiting Com-
mittee for the inspection of the workhouse, 
in accordance with the Local Government 
Board's Circular Letter of 28th Jan., 1893? 

12. Will you take care that all children 
whose charge devolves upon the commu-
nity, in consequence of the death, desertion, 
or pauperism of their parents, (a) shall not 
in any way be made to feel that their de-
pendence is either criminal or disgraceful ; 
(b) shall not be marked out by dress or treat-
ment from their fellows; (c) shall receive 
such general education in Board schools, 
and special teaching of a skilled trade, as 
shall counteract any hereditary tendency to 
lapse into pauperism; (d) shall be removed 
from the contact with pauperism which is 
inevitable in workhouses, by being boarded-
out in the country and sent to public ele-
mentary schools? 

I 3· Will you insist ppon the Guardians 
finding temporary and honorable employ-
ment for those out of work in seasons of 
depression, by co-operation with the Vestry, 
or Town or County Council, or voluntary 

ANSWERS. 



orga~~ions, and the arrangement of the 
public wurks in such a way as to increase 
the empl"'yment at these periods ? 

( . j jThe U1ldeservz"ng Poor. 
I4. Are you in favor of the reform of 

the present Casual Ward system, providing 
for the weeding-out of the habitual loafer 
from the genuine unemployed, and allow-
ing the latter early egress and assistance on 
the ''way-ticket" system, to enable him to 
get work? 

IS· Are you in favor of the~ institution of 
compulsory and corrective treatment of the 
habitual casual, vagrant or mendicant in 
some kind of" labor colony"? 

IlL-PROPER TREATMENT OF 
WORKERS. 

I 6. Will you insist, as regards all persons 
employed by the Guardians, upon (a) a 
normal Eight Hours Day, or maximum of 
48 hours per week; (b) not less than Trade 
Union rate of wages for each occupation; 
(c) full liberty of combination; (d) one 
day's rest in seven and a week's holiday on 
full pay annually; (e) the prohibition of over-
time except in unexpected emergencies ? 

I 7. Will you, in every practicable case, 
prefer the direct employment of labor by 
the Guardians to engaging a contractor? 

18. Whenever it is found necessary to 
employ a contractor, will you insist upon 
the insertion, in all contracts for supplies, 
as well as for works, of clauses similar to 
those adopted by the London. County 
Council (with penalties to be strictly en-
forced), stipulating (a) against sub-contract-
ing or sweating; (b) for payment of the 
Trade Union rate of wages fixed for that 
trade, as defined in a schedule to the con-
tract ; (c) that, when possible, the working 
day shall be 8 hours, or 48 per week; (d) 
that in all contracts for clothing and boots 
the work be performed entirely in the con-
tractor's factory, an"d. not given out? 

ANSWERS. 

Signatzt1'C of Candzdate .... ...... ... ........ ......... .. ................ ... ................ .. ............. .. 

- --- - ------
PuhlisheJ by the FABIAN SOCIETY, ~76 StranJ, London, W .C.-Oct., 189-+· 



ment of its Rules, etc., and the following publications can be obtained from 
the Secretary, at the Fabian Office, 276 Strand, London, W.C. 

FABIAN ESSAYS IN SOCIALISM. 
(35th Thousand.) 

Library E..;ition, 6/-; or, di1·ect jro?n the Secretary jo1· Cash, 4/6 (postage, 4ld.). 
Cheap Edition, Paper cover, I/-; plain cloth, 2/-. At all booksellers, or post 

free from the Secretary for I/- and 2/- respectively. 
FABIAN TRACTS . 

1.-Why are the Many Poor? lOOth thous. 4 pp., 6 for ld. ; 1/- per 100. 
s.-Facts for Socialists. A survey of the distribution of income and the con-

dition of classes in England. 6th edition ; revised 1893. 55th thousand. 
16 pp. , ld.; or 9d. per doz. 

7.-Capital and Land. A similar slll'vey of the distribution of property. 4th 
edition; revised 1893. 16 pp., ld.; or 9d. doz. 

Io.-Figures for Londoners. 20th thous. 4 pp., 6 for ld. ; l f- per 100. 
12.-Practicable Land Nationalization. Revised 1894. 4 pp., 6 for ld.; 1/· 100. 
13.-What Socialism Is . 80th thous. 4 pp., 6 for ld.; or 1/- per 100. 
14.-The New Reform Bill. 15th thous. 20 pp., ld.; 9d. per doz. 
15.-English Progress towards Social Democracy. By S. WEBB. ld. ; 9d. doz. 
16.-A Plea for an Eight Hours Bill . 4 pp., 6 for ld.; 1/- per 100. 
17.-Reform of the Poor Law. By SIDNEY WEBB. 20 pp., ld.; 9d. per doz. 
19.-What the Farm Laborer Wants. (Revised 1894). 6 for ld. ; or 1/- per 100. 
20.-Questions for Poor Law Guardians. (Revised 1894). 6 for ld.; or l f- 100. 
21 .-Questions for London Vestrymen. (Revised 1894). 6 for ld.; or 1/- per 100. 
22.- The Truth about Leasehold Enfranchisement. 6 for ld. ; or 1/- per 100. 
23.-The Case for an Eight Hours Bill. 16 pp. , 1d.; or 9d. per doz. 
24.-Questions for Parliamentary Candidates. 6 for ld.; or 1/- per 100. 
25.-Questions for School Board Candidates. (Revised 1894). 6 for 1d.; 1/-100. 
26.-Questions for London County Councillors. 6 for ld.; or 1/- per 100. 
27.- Questions for Town Councillors. 4 pp., 6 for 1d.; or l f- per 100. 
28.-Questions for County Councillors (Rural). 6 for 1d. ; or 1/- per 100. 
29.-What to Read. A List of Books for Social Reformers. Contains the best 

books and blue-books relating to Economics, Socialism, Labor Movements, 
Poverty, etc. 2nd ed.; revised 1893. Paper cover, 3d. each; or 2/3 per doz. 

38.-A Welsh Translation of No. I. 4pp.,6for1d.; or1f-per100. 
39.-A Democratic Budget . 16 pp., ld. ; or 9d. per doz. 
41.- The Fabian Society. By BERNARD SHAW. 32 pp., 1d. each; or9d. per doz. 
42.-Christian Socialism. By the Rev. S.D. H EADLAM. 16 pp.,1d. 9d. per doz. 
44--A Plea for Poor Law Reform. (Revised 1894). 4 pp., 6 for 1d.; or 1/- 100. 
45.-The Impossibilities of Anarchism. By G. B. SHAW. 28pp., 2d.; 1/6 per doz. 
46.-Socialism and Sailors. By B. T. HALL. 16 pp., 1d. each ; or 9d. per doz. 
47.-The Unemployed. By JoHN BURNS, M.P. 20 , , , , , 
48.- Eight Hours by Law. 16 pp., ld. each; or 9d. per doz. 
49.-A Plan of Campaign for Labor. A detailed scheme for Independent Labor 

Representation. 36 pp., 2d. 1/6 per doz. 
50.-Sweating : its Cause and Remedy. 16 pp., 1d. each; or 9d. per doz. 
5I.-Socialism : True and False. By SIDNEY WEBB. 20 pp., 1d. ea. ; 9d. doz. 
52.- State Education at Home and Abroad . By J. W. MARTIN. 16 pp., 1d.; 
53.-The P a rish Councils Act : What it is and how to work it . 20 pp., ld.; 

or 9d. per doz. [or 9d. per doz. 
54.-The Humanizingofthe Poor Law. ByJ.F.OAKESHOT~'. 24pp.,ld.; 9d.doz. 
55.-The Workers ' School Board Program. 20 pp., 1d.; or 9d. per doz. 
56.-Questions for Parish Councillors. 4 pp., 6 for ld. ; or 1/- per 100. 
57.- Questions for Rural District Councillors. 4 pp. , 6 for 1d. ; or 1/- per 100, 
58.- Allotments and How to Get Them. 4 pp., 6 for ld.; or 1/- per 100. 
59· -Questions for Urban District Councillors. 4 pp., 6 for ld. ; 1/- per 100. 
6o.- The London Vestries . I ncluding a complete statement of the changes mado 

in London by the Local Government Act, 1894. ld.; 9d. doz. (In the press. ) 
FABIAN MUNICIPAL PROGRAM (Tracts Nos. 30 to 37). 

I . The Unearned Increment. 2. London's Heritage in the City Guilds. 
3· Municipalization of the Gas Supply. 4· Municipal Tramways. 5· Lon-
don's Water Tnbute . 6. Municipalization of the London Docks. 7· The 
Scandal of London 's Markets . 8. A Labor Policy for Public Authorities. 
Each 4 pp. The eight in a red cover for ld. (9d. per doz.); or separately 1/- per 100. 
~ The Set post free 2/3· Bound in Buckram post free for 3/9· 

Boxes for set of Tracts 1s., post free 1s. 3d. 
Manifesto of English Socialists. In red cover. 8 pp., 1d. each ; or 9d. per doz. 

Parcels to the value of 10/- and upwards, post free. 


