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As the law stands at present, women can sit on Parish Councils, on 
Urban and Rural District Councils, on Boards of Guardians, and on 
School Boards. They cannot sit on County Councils or Borough 
Councils ; and in spite of the decision of the House of Commons 
that they should sit on the new Metropolitan Borough Councils 
which replace the Vestries under the London Government Act, 
1899, they were expressly excluded by the House of Lords, on the 
motion of Lord Dunraven, on 26th June, 1899. As they had sat 
on the Vestries since 1894, this was a withdrawal of an established 
right, and consequently a deliberate step backwards in political de-
velopment. 

The debate in the House of Lords did not touch the practical 
side of the question. The supporters of the women spoke gener-
ously against Lord Dunraven and his followers, who were facetious 
and rather coarse in the vein usual on such occasions. Neither side 
seemed to understand that the Councils have to do work which can-
not be done by men, and that until women sat on the London 
Vestries it was practically left undone at an untold cost in human 
suffering and public decency. 

What Women are Wanted For. 
One o e most important du~ies of the new London Councils 

will be inspection of workshops under the Public Health 
Act. In hese workshops many women are employed; and 
the Counci{s will have to inspect the sanitary accommodation pro-
vided for tht:m, and to question them, receive their complaints, 
and so forth. It is contrary to English conceptions of decency that 
a man should make such inspections, or that women should be 
questioned by him or make complaints to him in such matters. 
When the Vestries were thrown open to women, this was at last 
recognized, and women inspectors were appointed. It is impossible 
to describe the state of things which was then discovered. 

Women Inspectors not Sufficient. 
But it is not enough to appoint a woman as sanitary inspector. 

If there are no women representatives on the Council, her position 
is extremely difficult and unpleasant. She cannot initiate any action 
on the part of the Council; and the tone in which questions con-
cerning women are still discussed, by Peers and Vestrymen alike (a 
tone which is at once silenced by the presence of a woman repre-
sentative) makes it practically impossible for her to approach male 
members of the Council on the subject of her duties. 
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~<!s~"W•G -<.. t Street Sanitation. 
q:, \.Y: alt11 t 1e public sanitary accommodation in the streets of London 
<;;!. C l:ie/in the hands of the new Councils. The needs of women 

/ l1 1 \were completely ignored by the London Vestries when the Fabian 
- Society published its "Facts for Londoners" in the eighties; and it is 

still difficult to obtain adequate accommodation for them. But since 
women have been represented directly on the Vestries, matters have 
improved; and underground lavatories, which have become common 
of late years, are now provided for women as well as men, though 
not yet as a matter of course, and seldom without some opposition 
from within the Vestries. Unfortunately, the existing arr:mgements 
are quite insufficient. The lavatories for men offer two kinds of 
sanitary accommodation. For one no charge is made: for the other 
a penny is charged. In the women's lavatories there is no free 
accommodation : only one kind is provided at a charge of a penny. 
The grievance to the women of London (four out of five of them 
poor women) is intolerable: to men, who do not suffer from it, the 
thought of its existence never occurs. The plans for the newest 
underground lavatory in London (Leicester Square, 1900) * shew an 
attempt to remedy this grievance; but it still exists everywhere else. 
And when women are banished from the Councils, the Councillors 
will have no access to the women's lavatories, which will be all the 
worse conducted on that account. 

Here, then, we have two departments of municipal work, of 
exceptional importance to the public health of our cities, the com-
fort of the citizens, and the cleanliness and decency of its less fre-
quented places, in which the co-operation of women is absolutely 
necessary for efficiency, and its absence an abominable scandal. 

Chivalry o f t h e P eerage. 
It may be true that the work of a Rating Committee or a Finance 

Committee can be done as well by men as by women. It may seem 
true that a Public Works or Parliamentary Committee can get on 
as well without women as with them. But there is not even the 
semblance of truth in such an assumption concerning Health Com-
mittees. When Lord Dunraven said to the House of Lords, "I 
never yet have understood that women take a particular delight in 
drains, or are interested in paving, or derive much joy out of ascer-
taining the cubic contents of buildings," he confessed to a lack of 
common sense and humanity for which, as an officer and a noble-
man, he should atone by introducing a Bill as soon as possible to 
undo the mischief his thoughtlessness did last June. Had the Peers 
known what they were talking about, it is inconceivable that they 
would have tolerated the speeches they laughed at on that occasion. 

P r u dery o f the P ress. 
It is hardly necessary to add that the greatest obstacles to 

reform in such matters are raised by the prudery of the Press, 
which will give the fullest publicity to such foolish quips as "How 
can a woman be an alderman ? " or to coarse jests made by 

• 1 t is being erected by the Strand District BoarJ, which will be merged in the 
Borough of vVestminst(;f in November next. 
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statesmen about divided skirts, but indignantly refuses to sully its 
columns with anything so shocking as a reference to an under-
ground lavatory. All parties and all papers are alike in this: last 
June both the Times and the Daz!y Chronzde refused to insert 
a word to recall the House of Lords to the realities of the question. 

Women on County Councils. 
There are innumerable points at which Local Government, in 

almost all its branches, touches the personal interests of women, as 
well as the affairs which are admitted to be their proper business. 
Duties exactly similar to those of the educational and charitable 
bodies, on which they now sit unchallenged, are discharged by 
County Councils and Borough Councils. But enough stress is being 
laid on these in other quarters. -:rhe Fabian Society purposely 
devotes this leaflet to that side of the case which is at once the 
most unanswerable and the most liable to suppression, even at the 
hands of women themselves. There is, however, one matter too 
pressing to pass without a reminder, and that is 

The Housing Question. 
Everybody who has built a house knows how completely men 

overlook points of domestic accommodation which strike a woman 
at once. Men live in houses : they do not work in them. Women 
do work in them ; and a house built without consulting them is 
seldom as comfortable as it might be made. A washing copper of the 
wrong height, or in the wrong corner, or without a sufficient breadth 
of masonry round it to prevent flooding of the floor through splashing, 
makes no difference to a man, except in so far as it may spoil his wife's 
temper on washing day. To his wife it may mean a pain in the 
back and a cold from wet feet every week. The political opponents 
of women are fond of insisting that their duties are with the home. 
That is an additional argument for giving them seats on the new 
Borough Councils which will have to build the homes of London's 
crowded-out masses. 

Immediate Action. 
The first step to be taken is the immediate formation in every 

parish in London of a committee of women to carry on unofficially 
the work they did officially on the Vestries. By (a) collecting 
information as to the sanitary conditions under which women work 
in their district; (b) reporting all breaches of the law to the 
Medical Officer of Health for the District or the Home Office ; 
(c) persistently demanding the appointment of a woman inspector, 
or keeping in touch with her if one is already appointed ; (d) exam-
ining the plans of new public lavatories and insisting on their 
containing adequate free accommodation ; and (e) using their in-
fi uence at local elections in favor of their helpers on the Councils 
and against their opponents, they might not only achieve much 
direct sanitary work, but finally force the Councillors themselves to 
petition for the inclusion of women in order that they may share 
the responsibility as well as the work of the Council. 

It goes without saying that a Bill to repeal the Dunraven Exclusion 
Clause should be energetically and pen;istently pressed for. 



FABIAN SOCIETY .- The Fa.bia.n Society consists of Socialists, A state. 
ment of its Rules; pa~ticulars of the conditions upon which members will 
lecture in London or the country; a.nd the following publications ca.n be 

obtained from the Secretary, at the Fa.bia.n Office, 3 Clement's Inn, London, W.O. 
FABIAN ESSAYS IN SOCIALISM. (35thThousa.nd.) 

Paper cover, I/-; plain cloth, 2/-, post free from the Secretary. 
FABIAN TRACTS and LEAFLETS. 

Tracts, each 16 to 32 pp., price 1d., or 9d. per doz., unless otherwise stated. 
Leaflets, 4 pp. each, price 1d. for six Copu!S, 1s. per 100, or 8/6 per 1000. 

The Set of 79, post free 2/3· Bound in Buckram, post free for 3/9· 
Boxes for set, 1s., post free 1s. 3d. 

I.-On General Socialism in its various aspects. 
TRACTS.-79· A Word of Remembrance and Caution to the Rich. By JOHN 
WooLMAN. 78. Socialism and the Teaching of Christ. By Dr. JOHN CLIF-
FORD. 87. The same in Welsh. 42. Christian Socialism. By Rev. S.D. HEAD-
LAM. 75· Labor in the Longest Reign. By SIDNEY WEBB. 72. The Moral 
Aspects of Socialism. By SIDNEY BALL. 6g. Difficulties of Individualism. 
By SIDNEY WEBB. 51. Socialism: True and False. By S. WEBB. 45· The 
Impossibilities of Anarchism. By BERNARD SHAW (price 2d.). 15. English 
Progress towards Social Democracy. By S. WEBB. 7· Capital and Land. 
A survey of the distribution of property among the classes in England (5th edn. 
revised 1896.) 5· Facts for Socialists. A similar survey of the distribution of 
income and the condition of the people. (8th edn. revised 1899.) LEAFLETB.-
13. What Socialism Is. I. Why are the Many Poor? 38. The same in Welsh 

II.-On Application of Socialism to Particular Problems. 
TRACTs.-g8. State Railways for Ireland. 88. The Growth of Monopoly 
in English Industry. By H. W. MACROSTY. 86. Municipal Drink Traffic. 
85. Liquor Licensing at Home and Abroad. By E. R. PEASE 84. Econo-
mics of Direct Employment. 83. State Arbitration and the Living Wage. 
So. Shop-life and its Reform. 74· The State and its Functions in New 
Zealand. 73· Case for State Pensions in Old Age. By GEo. TuRNER. 
67. Women and the Factory Acts. By Mrs. SIDNEY WEBB. so. Sweating: 
its Cause and Remedy. 48. Eight Hours by Law. 23. Case for an Eight 
Hours Bill. 47· The Unemployed. By J . BuRNS, M.P. LEAFLETS.-8g. Old 
Age Pensions at Work. xg. What the Farm Laborer Wants. 

III.-On Local Government Powers : How to use them. 
TRACTB.-Ioo. Metropolitan Borough Councils : their powers and duties. 
gg. Local Government in Ireland. 82. Workmen's Compensation Act: 
what it means and how to make use of it . 77· Municipalization of Tram-
ways. 76. Houses for the People. 62. Parish and District Councils. 
61. The London County Council. 55· The Workers' School Board 
Program. 54· The Humanizing of the Poor Law. By J. F. OAKEBHOTT. 
LEAFLETS.-8x. Municipal Water. 68. The Tenant's Sanitary Catech-
ism. 71 . Same for London. 63. Parish Council Cottages and how to 
get them. 58. Allotments and how to get them. FABIAN MUNICIPAL 
PROGRAM (Nos. 30-37). The Unearned Increment . London's Heritage 
in the City Guilds. Municipalizatioq of the Gas Supply. Municipal 
Tramways. London's Water Tribute. Municipalization of the London 
Docks. The Scandal of London's Markets. A Labor Policy for Public 
Authorities. The 8 in a. red cover for ld. (9d. per doz.); separately 1/- per 100. 
SECOND SERIES (Nos . go to 97). Municipalization of the Milk Supply. 
Municipal Pawnshops. Municipal Slaughterhouses. Women as Coun-
cillors. (The others in preparation.) 6 for ld., or 1/- per 100. 

IV.-On Books. 
29. What to Read. A List of Books for Social Reformers. Contains the 
best books a.nd blue-books relating to Economics,Socia.lism, Labor Movements, 
Poverty, etc. 3rd edn.; revised 1896. Stiff cover, 6d. each; or 4/6 per doz. 

V.-On Fabian Policy. 
70. Report on Fabian Policy and Resolutions presented to the Inter-
nat . Socialist Congress. 41. The Fabian Society: its Early History. 
By BERNARD SHAW. 

VI.-Question Leaflets, contc.ining Questions for Candidates for the 
following bodies :-No. 20, Poor r,aw Guardians. No. 24, Parliament. No. 
25, School Boards. No. 26, Lond<'n County Council. No. 27, Town Councils. 
No. 28, County Councils, Rural. No. 56, Parish Councils. No. 57, Rural 
District Councils. No. 59, Urban District Councils. 

BooK Boxms lent to Societies, Clubs, Trade Unions, for 6s. a. year, or 2/6 a. quarter 
Printed by G. t!tandring, 9 Fiusbury Street. E.C., and Published by the Fabian Society, 

3 Clement's Inn, Strand, London, W .O. 


