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LORD OLIVIER

administrator and 
s FABIAN
d Lord Olivier, who died at Bognor Regis 
B yesterday, was one of the foster-parents of 
■ the Labour Party ; he filled offices of high 
H distinction as a Civil servant, including the 

Governorship of Jamaica, and after retire- 
I ment rose to be Secretary of State for India 
i in the short-lived first Labour Government 
■ under Ramsay MacDonald.
■ He was a man of much natural ability and 

I keenly responsive to the calls of unfortunate 
sections of the people, as for instance in his 

I condemnation of the colour bar and racial dis- 
■ crimination Such championship, however 
■ ol ten provoked vehement controversy, for he 
■ was intolerant of criticism, and there was un- 
■ conscious humour in his account in “ Who's ■ who of his recreations—“ the normal forms ■ of loafing and dilettantism.”
■ P The Right Hon. Sir Sydney Haldane Olivier, ■ 5e RC.M.G., C.B., first Baron Olivier, of 
I Ramsden, County Oxford, in the Peerage of I the United Kingdom, was the second of the I 30 children of the Rev. H. A. Olivier, rector of 
I Pouls hot, Wi S’ and was born on April 16, ■ 1052 After spending part of his childhood at 
■ Lausanne, and being educated at Kineton and 
I Tonbridge Schools, he went to Corpus Christi I College, Oxford, and after heading the open I SIVi Service competition list in 1882, entered ■ the Colonial Office. This did not check early 
■ prominence in the Fabian Society, of which he 
I was Secretary from 1886 to 1890. With Sidnev I Webb Bernard Shaw, and Graham Wallas he 
| shaped the policy and ultimately the traditions 
■ of the society. His contributions to the 
■ alliance were a wide culture, a literary taste of a ■ high order and an artistic sensibility. The 
■ velvet coat he wore in defiance of usage of the 
■ clay suited this tall, handsome, distinguished- 
■ looking man, and gave him the appearance of 
| a dignified Spanish hidalgo. His witty 
■ Poems and Parodies, issued in 1881. showed 
I versefrequently exercised skill in occasional 
I In 1890-91 Olivier acted as Colonial Seer?
I tary of British Honduras. In 1895 Ne Was ver 
■ the special appointment of Auditor-General of 
I the Leeward Islands. On his return to white. 
I hall he served Lord Selborne, the Under- 
I Secretary, as private secretary. In 1897 
I was appointed Secretary to the West Indies 
■ Royal Commission, and he was sent to Wash 
I ington in the following year to assist in 
I reciprocity negotiations on behalf of the West 
I Indian Colonies. From 1899 to 1904 he was 
I Colonial Secretary of Jamaica and on three 
I occasions acted as Governor. On return ire 
I to the Colonial Office he was made principal 
I clerk of the West African and West Indian 
I Departments. In his book “White Can nI 
I and Coloured Labour ” (1906) he laidPine 
I foundation of thought on which other workers 
I Olivier returned to Jamaica as Governor in 
I 1907 and was created K.C.M.G. The island 
I made remarkable progress under him, but his I 

unmeasured language in controversy brought 
him, into, trouble. The selection of Olivier1913 to be Permanent Secretary of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries 
occasioned surprise on the ground that he 
had no experience of British agriculture 
and, because of his Socialistic attachments, I In 1917 he was transferred to the Treasury 
as Assistant Comptroller and Auditor of the 
Exchequer, and he held this position until his J 
retirement. ■

When the first Labour Government was I 
formed in January, 1924. Ramsay MacDonald I 
made him Secretary of State for India and be I 
was raised to the peerage under the title of ■ 
Lord Olivier. He showed himself a prac- I 
used administrator and made some good H 
appointments, but was unfitted by tempera- H 
went to expound and defend departmental H 
policy. His tenure was limited to 10 months ■ 
by the resignation of the Government, when I 
he told the Prime Minister that he was ■ 
needlessly throwing up the sponge. In ■ 
1927 he, wrote " The Anatomy of African I 
Misery. In 1933 came “The Myth 
Governor Eyre," a healed polemic. “ Jamaica • | 
The Blessed Island,” published in 1936, was a ■ 
detailed study.

Olivier married, in 1885, Margaret eldest I 
daughter of the late Mr. Homersham Cox I 
County Court Judge, and sister of the late ■ 
Mr. Harold Cox. They had four daughters ■ 
but no son, and the peerage therefore becomes I 
extinct.
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$.oa to which Mr. Morrison gave
“host welcome prominence in his speech 
on Saturday, comprehensive health ser
vices, and the maintenance of full employ
ment. A clear promise of action towards 
these ends will be a declaration of con
fidence in the power of British social 
organization to eliminate the evils of in
voluntary poverty and insecurity from the 
national life. Such a declaration is eagerly 
awaited not only in Britain but throughout 
the world.

No State paper concerned with com
parable issues has ever aroused the interest 
concentrated upon the plan during the last 
two and a half months. No doubt the 
report has had exceptional publicity, but 
publicity alone could not have evoked the 
same response had the report been differ- 
ent in character or if it had been published 
at another time. The plain truth is that Sir
William Beveridge has succeeded in 
crystallizing the vague but keenly felt 
aspirations of millions of people concern
ing their economic security in the world 
Lifter the war in a shape which Commends 
Itself as being practical and businesslike. 
He has produced, not a masterpiece of 
original thought, but a workmanlike 
synthesis of the considered views of a 
large number of organizations with first- 
hand experience of our outstanding social 
needs. He has outlined his proposals with 
enviable clarity and supported them with 
balanced and cogent reasoning.

It is significant that none of the critics 
has attacked the thorough-going admini- 
strative reforms which Sir William 
Beveridge has proposed. The patchwork 
administrative structure of the British 
social services, with their varied, often 
anomalous, and in some instances wholly 
inadequate scales of benefit or assistance, 
admittedly needed a drastic simplification 
land overhaul in the interests of both equity 
and efficiency. Sir William Beveridge 
has shown how it might become a unified 
system of social insurance and assistance, 
Working on rational and consistent 
principles under the general direction of 
a Ministry of Social Security. It is also 
significant that, although the finance of 
the scheme in general has not passed un
challenged, no substantial body of opinion, 
certainly no organization with any claim 
to represent the manual workers, has 
seriously objected to the high price—in 
terms of compulsory weekly contributions 
—which wage-earners will be called upon 
to pay for the greatly extended range of 
benefits provided under the scheme. That 
British workers place a high value on 
social security is shown by the compara- 
gively large sums which they are prepared to invest in various forms of voluntary 
social insurance, over and above their 
compulsory contributions to State insur- 
tnee funds. The notion of getting some- 
thing for nothing has no place in the 
■resent picture.
I Not every detail of the plan, naturally, 
8 to be regarded as beyond debate. On 
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lie contrary, criticism, 
prompted by exaggerated 
erved to draw attention 
hangers and has underlined 
adequate safeguards against 

even when 
fears, has

to potential 
the need for 
unwarranted

optimism and the abuse of public funds. 
It has also had the effect of directing 
public attention to what is demanded not 
only by the plan but also, more generally, 
by the defence and promotion of the 
standard of living. It is Sir William
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I BEVERIDGE who must be thanked for the ind
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United Nations: Tasks Ahead

O
NE YEAR AGO the United Nations was founded. 
At first the concept crossed our minds in a 
casual, fleeting way. One year later it is 

being driven into the consciousness of the American 
people a thousand times a day. The concept of the 
United Nations has established itself as the concept 
of the future. The beauty of it is that unlike the League 
of Nations, the United Nations can rise in unbroken 
growth through its birth and infancy in the war and 
its adolescence in the relief and reconstruction period 
to its manhood in the peace.

The United Nations celebrated its first birthday 
gloriously in Russia, splendidly in Africa and the Solo
mons, doggedly in China, hopefully in Europe, the 
Americas, and in the British Commonwealth. It cele
brated it brilliantly in a series of speeches by United 
Nations leaders, outlining its future. For China, Dr. 
S. R. Chow proposed the creation of a regional struc
ture of the United Nations for the Pacific with its 
council, its court and its armed force. For Britain, Sir 
Stafford Cripps endorsed the creation of representative 
armed forces for the peace. For America, the Presi
dent and Admiral Leahy demanded the continuation of 
the United Nations after the war, and Henry Wallace 
clothed the concept in a world council, and world finan
cial and commodity agencies, to establish the under
lying conditions of peace.

The administrative staff of the combined boards of 
the United Nations celebrated its birthday in a hard- 
working day in which the staff proved, in the course 
of its normal routine, that a practical world organiza
tion was no longer a dream, but a fact.

In the last war the administrative machinery of the 
Allies was simply a projection of the administrative 
structure of the British government. Britain was the 
one center of the Allied war effort, purchasing her 
supplies from all corners of the earth, and directing 
their flow into a single, narrow front. This war cre
ated two centers, in London and Washington. This 
division forced the United Nations to establish the new 
administrative principle of decentralization of author
ity according to ability. Under this principle Britain 
acts as the representative for the United Nations in 
executing tasks such as handling certain supplies and 
gathering intelligence in certain areas, for which she is 
best equipped. America, the Commonwealth countries 
and occasionally Russia, China, Mexico and Brazil, 
operate in the same way, within the framework of the 
combined boards. This principle of the delegation of 
responsibility is capable of indefinite extension. In a 
modified form—because centralization is of less im
portance, and representation of greater importance in 
peacetime—it can serve after the war. It has solved 

a main administrative barrier to world government— 
the issue of where authority and executive responsibil
ity lie.

Of course this structure is not yet strong enough to 
withstand the shock of peace. It remained for Wendell 
Willkie to close the birthday celebration by speaking 
in the voice of the United Nations itself:

. . . People obtain in a peace only what they win while 
they fight. . . . We will have no United Nations after the 
war unless we make the United Nations now a fact. . . . 
If the world of which we dream is to be achieved, then 
today, not tomorrow, the United Nations must become a 
common council. . . . What we need is not the hope of a 
grand council after the war . . . but a council today . . . 
an actual, working council. . .

This is the first task of the United Nations for 1943- 
A year ago, the objective of the supreme executive of 
the United Nations—the Roosevelt-Churchill confer
ence—was to bring about an Anglo-American offensive 
in 1942. The logical methods of the executive was 
through the creation of the Anglo-American combined 
boards. Historically, this was the right method. While 
the Nazis held the initiative, the Russians could not 
participate in the common councils aimed also at 
Japan. China did not have in Washington men who 
could meet on terms of equal authority with British 
and American officials. Had the structure of the com
bined boards included Russia and China in 1942 it 
would have lacked the concentration of executive force 
which it now possesses, and which now can be extended.

This year our objectives are to create a second front 
in Europe as part of a two-front offensive against the 
Nazis, and to retake Burma as part of a campaign 
against Japan based on China. The method required 
for these objectives must be the extension of the United 
Nations’ machinery to China and the Soviet Union.

In a month’s time a representative relief and recon
struction council will be created. But as Dr. Chow 
arrives in Washington from Wuhan to cooperate in post
war planning, the dissatisfied General Hsiung and his 
military mission are leaving Washington for Chung
king. Broad participation in post-war planning is no 
substitute for broad participation in the prosecution 
of the war.

The first task of the United Nations is to create 
the representative Supreme Council, with its regional 
and local commands, that T. V. Soong, Walter Nash 
and Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek have been demand
ing. Increasingly as this is accomplished, our slogan 
for 1943 should be “All power to the combined 
boards!” Beneath the combined-board structure, we 
should bring the patterns of our national administra
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tions into closer relations with each other. In 1942 we 
created the United Nations to aid in our separate wars. 
In 1943 we must make this a United Nations war.

The second task of the United Nations, in 1943, is 
to determine what kind of a world we are fighting for. 
When the United Nations was a wartime marriage 
of convenience of America and the British Common
wealth its purpose was unimportant. But if the United 
Nations is to become permanent, if the partnership is 
to include an imperialist power and a violently anti- 
imperialist nation, a nation which is the stronghold of 
capitalism and one founded on the damnation of capi
talism, then its purposes begin to matter very much.

The demolition of the tensions that arise between a 
socialist and a capitalist country are largely America’s 
task. The suture program which Henry Wallace has 
proposed, of raising standards of living everywhere, 
is one to which the Soviet government will subscribe 
wholeheartedly. But Wallace does not yet speak for 
America. There is still talk in our army circles, as 
there is in Chungking, of the coming war against Rus
sia. There is even a growing uneasiness in certain cen
ters in America about the Soviet successes. The hard 
core of this anti-Soviet feeling, like the anti-British 
feeling, is the Catholic Church. Its fear revolves 
around the threat of revolution, mainly in Europe, but 
also in America. We can do a great deal to dispel this 
fear in 1943. Fear of revolution in America is present 
only in those who doubt the ability of American democ
racy to solve its economic problems.

Fear of revolution in Europe will also be reduced 
when Russia takes her place on a relief and reconstruc
tion council, making it plain that she wants to work 
with us in restoring European democracy. The Com
munist Party also has a contribution to make. Rightly 
or wrongly, the American people still believe that it is 
actively working to bring about the dictatorship of the 
proletariat. It should make it clear in action that it 
intends to use force only in defense of democracy 
against a fascist rebellion; with that definitive every 
liberal will agree.

The demolition of the tensions that arise between 
imperialist and anti-imperialist nations is Britain’s task. 
The British people, with our aid, must make it abso
lutely clear in 1943 that it is no part of the purpose 
of the United Nations to maintain the exploitation of 
the British colonial empire, and the other empires that 
stand or fall with it. Already Russia and China have 
lost a great deal of their support in India and else
where by refusing to lead the struggles of the colonial 
peoples against British rule.

Imperialist nations are inclined to think of world 
organization in terms of the techniques of rule and 
enforcement which it adopts. Anti-imperialist nations, 
when they think of world organization, think of the 
purposes for which enforcement is required. Wallace 
showed an understanding of this when he offered, as 

the colonial program of the United Nations, the indus
trialization of the undeveloped areas. But Japan in
dustrialized Manchuria, and Germany promised to 
industrialize the Balkans. The question is, industrial
ization for whom, and under what kind of a society? 
British officials have made it clear that they see inter
national organization as a means of restoring empire. 
But if this is to be the purpose of the United Nations, 
then certainly it will be no world organization. India, 
Russia, China, and perhaps America, will refuse to 
participate in such a system. In 1943, the days of 
colonial exploitation should be numbered.

Britain must pay a heavy price for the United Na
tions. So must we. The third task of the United 
Nations in 1943 is to make clear that the future lies 
with it. At the same time, it must make sure that the 
future will be democratic, not simply by a generous 
reconstruction program but by making it possible for 
democracy in Britain to survive the tremendously hard 
time that the abolition of empire exploitation involves. 
This means heavy economic commitments by America 
and other creditor nations to a financial agency of the 
United Nations, which should be created in 1943. As 
an act of faith we need, also, military commitments, a 
series of twenty-year pacts of mutual assistance, signed 
among America, Russia, China and Britain. In general, 
cooperation between governments has advanced far 
ahead of cooperation between legislatures in the United 
Nations. In 1943 our legislatures must move closer 
together, and give political commitments about the 
future of world organization.

The fourth task of the United Nations in 1943 
is our task. We must come to see the United Nations 
as the organization, not of twenty-nine governments, 
but of a thousand million people. We need our own 
United Nations International; we are establishing it 
in the Free World Association. In 1943 we must make 
this a great world movement whose American section 
will be so strong that it will force the issue of our role 
in world government out of American politics by 1944.

More than ever, in 1943, this must be a people’s 
war. Nineteen hundred and forty-three must be the 
year of continental invasion. If the peoples of the con
tinents of Europe and Asia see us as liberators they 
will rise up as we come, and annihilate the fascists. If 
they are indifferent to us, we shall grind forward at a 
terrible cost.

If we accomplish these four tasks in 1943 we can 
make this struggle a United Nations war for a United 
Nations world. For the peoples of the world, this 
would be a new Emancipation Proclamation. Like Lin
coln’s, it would be a great war measure, bringing the 
war to a swifter, more decisive conclusion, saving hun
dreds of thousands of lives. We must bring this home 
to every family with a stake in this war. It is deeply 
and urgently true.
Washington michael straight
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