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Letter to the Registrar General on the Causes of Death in 
England and Wales, by William Farr, Esq., M.D., F.R.S.

Year 1856.

Sir,
This year, it has been shown in your Report, is remarkable in the 

annals of England for its low rate of mortality. You have in previous 
years had more than Once to dwell on the ravages of epidemics, and to 
register the losses of unusual numbers of the population. The process is 
happily reversed in the year 1856.

I have the honour to submit to you the result of the inquiries into the 
deaths of the year, and to state their causes, and to show which of them 
have prevailed with mitigated severity.

The year differs from the year 1854 in the diminished number of deaths 
by cholera and other zymotic diseases. It differs from the year 1855 in 
the diminished number of deaths by influenza, catarrh, and inflammations 
of the lungs.

The people were neither destroyed by the severities of the winter 
nor by the pestilences of summer. The improvement will, wo may 
hope, be the harbinger of still healthier years, under better sanitary 
arrangements.

The meteorology of Greenwich does not exactly represent the meteor
ology of the whole inhabited surface of England and Wales, but it enables 
us to compare the meteorology of successive years. For, it may be safely 
assumed, that when the mean temperature is above the average at 
Greenwich it is also above the average in the other parts of England and 
Wales j

The air moved faster at Greenwich in the year than it did in the three 
previous years. It passed over the Observatory at the rate of 102 miles 
a day, the average pace of the wind being 99 iniles a day. It is worthy 
of remark, that though the wind is proverbially “ swift ” its average 
pace of 4^ miles an hour is little more than the ordinary pace of a good 
walker. The average annual pace is 4- iaj miles ; the highest pace (1850) 
Is 4'53° miles, the lowest annual pace (1853) 3-548 miles an hour. The 
pace in 1856 Was at the rate of 4-244, nearly 4^ miles an hour.

The movement of the wind is of great importance, for it carries off 
the organic particles that float over human habitations. It varies con
siderably in different parts, as it is necessarily affected by the form, the 
elevation, and the aspect of the ground.

The rain-fall was 21-9 inches, which is slightly below the average of 
the eight years. The rain-fall was 34/4 inches in 1852 and 18 - y inches 
in the year 1854 when cholera was epidemic.

The dew point was 43-4°; the difference between that point and the 
mean temperature was 4 • agd the mean temperature was 49 ■ 1, which 
is near the average. In the previous year the mean temperature was 
46-9°. The winter of the year 1856 was very mild; the temperature of 
the spring quarter was above the average; the mean temperature of 
summer and autumn presented little deviation from the average.

The meteorological elements of the year were not calculated to disturb 
the ordinary rates of mortality.

For a summary of the meteorology of these islands, I beg to refer to the 
valuable table which was furnished by Mr. Glaisher (see pp. xxxii-xxxiii.)

The average price of wheat attained its maximum (74.5. 8d.) in 1855; 
the price in 1856 began to decline, but it remained high, 69s. 2d. Potatoes
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were comparatively cheap. At the wholesale waterside London market 
they sold at the rate of 86s. a ton, or of 26 lbs. for a shilling. In 1853 
only 17 lbs. of potatoes could be purchased wholesale for a shilling. The 
comparative abundance of potatoes in 18^6 to some extent counteracted 
the effects of the high price of wheat, and as potatoes are antiscorbutic 
exercised in other ways a salutary influence.

The price of beef rose progressively from 4|c?. a pound in 1852 to Jfd. 
in 1855 ; of mutton, from 4|d. to $d. a pound in the same years.

Wages apparently rose in the same years, so that the condition of many 
of the labouring classes was little less substantially good than it is in 
years when the prices of wheat and meat are moderate,

TABLE (1).__Causes of Death registered in England in each of the Eight Years
1849—1856.

Causes of Death.

All Causes - - . "
Specified Causes - -

1 Zymotic Diseases (Z.) 
Constitutional Diseases (C.):
2 Diseases of uncertain or variable

seat -3 Tubercular Diseases
Local Diseases (L.):

4 Diseases of the Nervous System
5 Diseases of the Organs of Cir

culation - - "6 Diseases of the Respiratory
Organs - - ~ “7 Diseases of the Digestive Organs

8 Diseases of the Urinary Organs
9 Childbirth and Diseases ot the

Organs of Generation - -
10 Diseases of the Organs of

Locomotion - - - ~11 Diseases of the Integumentary
System -
Diseases of Growth,

Nutrition, and Decay (D.):
12 Malformations - - -13 Premature Birth and Debility
14 Atrophy -
15 Age - - - - “ “
10 Sudden Deaths {Causes un

ascertained) - - -
17 Violent Causes (V.)

1 1 Small-pox -
2 Measles - - -
8 Scarlatina - -
4 Whooping-cough -
5 Croup - - - - -
6 Thrush “
7 Diarrhoea -
8 Dysentery -
9 Cholera -

10 Influenza - - - -
11 Purpura and Scurvy -
12 Ague - -13 Remittent Fever -
14 Infantile Fever -
15 Typhus - - - - -
16 Metria (or Puerperal Fever)
17 Rheumatic Fever
18 Erysipelas - - - -
19 Syphilis - -  -*
20 Noma (or Canker)
21 Hydrophobia -

2 22 Haemorrhage •
23 Dropsy -24 Abscess - - - -
25 Ulcer - - - - -
26 Fistula - . -
27 Mortification -  * *
28 Cancer - -
29 Gout -

330 Scrofula - , -
31 Tabes Mesentenca - -
32 Phthisis (or Consumption) -
83 Hydrocephalus - -

434 Cephalitis ' -
35 Apoplexy - - - - -
86 Paralysis -
37 Delirium Tremens
38 Chorea - - -
89 Epilepsy -
40 Tetanus -
41 Insanity - - - -
42 Convulsions - , -
43 Disease of Brain, &e. -

1849 1850 1851 1852 1853 1854 1855 1856
440,839 368,995 395,396 407,135 421,097 437,905 425,703 390,506
432,710 361,536 388,675 400,439 414,197 432,242 419,798 885,840
137,770 74,835 86,600 92,412 85,600 113,576 84,596 78,047

19,479 19,341 19,421 19,655 20,383 19,791 20,267 19,024
65^206 60,395 64,075 66,163 70,615 67,145 67,520 63332

47,910 47,447 49,854 50,733 52,017 52,036 52,901 50,535

10,850 11,356 11,817 12,517 13,740 13,488 14,552 13,672

44,542 43,827 48,759 47,400 56,436 52,484 63,742 52,908
23^503 221313 23,218 23,741 23^58 23399 23,091 22,620
8,129 8,331 3,416 3,689 3,893 4,026 4,196 4327

3,243 8,187 3,326 3,250 3,343 3,139 3,003 2,917

2,378 2,368 2,412 2,615 2,670 2,479 2,552 2,260

917 725 840 830 766 797 775 672

713 781 786 861 865 944 916 1,000
17,528 18,051 18,943 19,075 18,968 18,680 17,818 17,997
11,902 10,470 12,211 13,056 13,083 14,412 14,724 13,712
26J750 25,567 25,980 26,876 29,130 x26,466 29,714 23,931

3,555 3,560 3,458 3,591 4,018 ’ 3,993 4,139 , 3,474
13,335 13,982 13,559 14,475 14,812 15,187 15,292 14,912

4,644 4,665 6,997 7,320 3,151 2308 2,525 2,277
5,458 7,082 9,370 5,846 4395 9,277 7364 7,124

13J123 13,871 13,634 18,887 15,699 18328 17314 14,160
9422 7,770 7,905 8,022 11300 9,770 10,185 9,225
4,038 4,322 4,180 4,058 3,660 3,998 4,419 5307
1J126 1,114 1,175 1,237 1,202 1,190 1,149 1,094

17,831 11,468 14,728 17,617 14,192 20,052 12,770 13,815
3,050 2,036 2,185 2,756 1391 1343 1,437 l,o35

53,273 887 1,132 1,881 4,419 20,097 837 762
^618 1,380 2,152 1^59 1,789 1,061 3,568 1,029

269 266 248 234 266 282 324 227
171 154 167 151 183 192 149 124
603 548 607 666 709 646 575 162
443 1,080 808 796 539 561 438 784

17,896 14,294 17,122 17,845 18,015 18,332 16,032 15,398
11165 1,113 1,009 972 792 954 1,079 1,067

405 389 465 454 452 832 1,046 1,076
2,303 2,206 1,998 2,075 1313 1,937 2,256 2,133

595 554 598 623 622 964 947 879
120 123 95 98 100 136 178 164
17 18 25 15 11 16 14 5

1,288 1,405 1,376 1,447 1374 1,330 1,431 1,699
10,753 9,980 9,873 9,788 10302 9,396 9,362 8,213

831 912 973 1,044 1,053 1,274 1325 1,459
300 840 317 296 351 358 278 289

88 92 121 94 104 117 86 73
1,198 1,421 1,329 L291 1319 1,244 1,282 1,172
4,808 4,967 5,218 “,477 5,663 5,826 6,016 5,859

213 224 214 218 217 246 287 260
2,739 2,484 2,592 2,580 2,727 2,613 2,985 2,831
4,440 4,012 4^510 4,700 4,965 5,638 4,762 4,752

50,299 46,618 49,166 50,594 54,918 51,284 52390 48,950
7,728 7,281 7,807 8,289 8,005 7,610 7,483 7,299
3,200 3,198 3,628 3,686 3,618 3,752 3,466 3,414
7,797 8,094 7,946 7J896 8,496 8,366 8,645 8,278
7^328 7,317 7,587 7,911 8,378 8,353 8,905 8,497

509 540 503 487 508 551 536 451
34 60 77 73 67 48 69 59

1,805 1,631 1,760 1,935 2,120 2,052 2,136 2,096
133 108 118 145 116 180 153 120
542 529 542 535 472 541 494 370

23,703 23,000 24,592 24,558 24,798 24,579 24317 23,946
2,859 2,970 3,101 8^07 3,444 3,614 3,580 8304
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I. Causes of Death.
Of the 390,506 deaths in the year the causes were not specified at all 

in 4666 instances, and only specified vaguely in 3474 cases which are 
tabulated simply as sudden deaths, no further definite infoi’mation having 
been elicited by the inquiries, chiefly of coroners’ juries.

(1.) Zymotic diseases:—Zymotici.
78,047 persons died of zymotic diseases; which proved fatal to 4-148, 

or rather more than four in 1000 of the population. Twenty per cent, of 
the deaths were by zymotic diseases.

TABLE (1).—Causes of Death registered in England in each of the Eight Years 
1849—1856—continued.

Causes of Death.

5 44 Pericarditis - - • -
45 Aneurism -
46 Disease of Heart, &c. -

6 47 Laryngitis  - -*
48 Bronchitis - - -
49 Pleurisy- - - . -
50 Pneumonia --
51 Asthma - - - • -
52 Disease of Lungs, &c. -

7 53 Teething - - -
54 Quinsy -
55 Gastritis- - -
56 Enteritis .  -*
57 Peritonitis -
58 Ascites. . -
59 Ulceration of Intestines *
60 Hernia
61 Ileus - - • -
62 Intussusception - 4 - ’
63 Stricture of the Intes

tinal Canal - - -
64 Disease of Stomach, &c.
65 Disease of Pancreas -
66 Hepatitis - - -
67 Jaundice - - -
68 Disease of Liver - -
69 Disease of Spleen - -

8 70 Nephritis - - -
71 Nephria (or Bright’s

Disease) • -
72 Ischuria - - - -
73 Diabetes- - - -
74 Stone - - -
75 Cystitis - - - -
76 Stricture of the Urethra
77 Disease of Kidneys, &c.-

9 78 Paramenia - -
79 Ovarian Dropsy -
80 Childbirth (see Metria) -
81 Disease of Uterus and

Organs of Generation -
10 82 Arthritis - -

83 Rheumatism - -
84 Disease of Joints, &c. -

11 85 Carbuncle - - I
86 Phlegmon ; - - -
87 Disease of Skin, &c.

12 88 Cyanosis -
89 Spina Bifida - -
90 Other Malformations -

13—16—(See above.)

17 95 Intemperance - -I
96 Privation of Food -
97 Want of Breast-milk -
98 Neglect - - -
99 Cold - - - -

100 Poison - - - -
101 Burns and Scalds -
102 Hanging and Suffocation
103 Drowning -
104 Fractures and Contu

sions - - _ _
105 Wounds -
106 Other Violence

Causes not specified

1849 1850 1851 1852
569 620 563 589288 286 289 2669,993 10,450 10,965 11,662
858 1,053 939 1,08314,826 14,611 17,294 17^073956 877 984 '94521,194 20,303 22,001 21,4214,104 4,574 ' 4,896 4>92,604 2,409 2,645 2,569

4,627 4,086 4,408 4,413459 473 369 891720 519 721 6854,097 3,733 3,854 3,9011,304 1,248 1,250 1,304612 664 684 698817 791 856 976667 704 708 683982 1,149 1,107 1,088272 222 268 250
233 248 240 2912,405 2,247 2,235 2,159

9 17 8 51,438 1,436 1,453 1,5941,166 1,166 1,282 1,'2813,639 8,553 8,709 3,94856 57 66 74
172 178 183 197
400 430 477 57086 91 100 106416 422 403 402219 249 204 208239 214 212 231179 207 244 2511,418 1,540 1,593 1,724
139 127 87 98214 219 196 1782,174 2,139 2,281 2,275
716 702 762 .699
54 54 72 841,216 1,860 1,320 1,4761,108 954 1,020 i;055
81 134 161 233645 422 481 365191 169 198 232

161 167 230 279178 212 210 242374 402 846 340

308 323 289 808122 73 58 54460 458 553 59385 88 15 23100 102 52 66
445 454 444 3702,761 2,782 2,620 2^821,068 1,174 1,162 13302,431 2,531 2,280 2,719

4,171 4,232 4,433 4,847542 590 586 '622839 1,225 1,067 961

8,129 7,459 6,721 6,696

1853 1854 1855 1856
561 594 588 531315 308 812 33812,864 12,586 13,652 12,808

1,097 1,145 1,155 1,29422,391 20,062 27,182 21,528855 955 1,153 '88624,098 23,523 26,052 22,6585,143 4,271 5,454 411032,852 2,528 2,746 2,444
4,676 4,369 4,057 3,660421 345 374 416676 755 810 8168,659 3,614 8,225 3,2341,269 1,432 1,388 1,310753 748 836 7601,022 911 876 946779 828 874 8481,147 1,224 1,188 1,190244 258 243 280

241 257 233 2422,000 2,018 2,862 2,357
9 13 5 121,520 1,500 1,446 1,4371,239 1,264 1,300 1,4464,139 8,992 3,820 8,61564 71 54 51

237 205 244 269
641 776 793 954109 118 120 88412 436 448 433224 183 234 233236 276 278 270241 256 218 1771,793 1,776 1,861 1,908
115 70 61 57217 220 208 2112^68 2,055 1,900 1,821
743 794 834 828
81 101 80 711,443 979 1,124 9311,146 1^99 1,348 1,258

252 300 255 253309 239 255 126205 258 265 293
295 294 300 841279 243 247 299291 407 869 860

373 818 286 23778 87 91 69632 742 850 70421 33 36 32103 107 195 86
409 398 880 4322,590 2,755 8,177 2,9191,249 1,349 1,314 1,8142,508 2,528 2,472 2,681

5,551 5,777 5,468 5,433574 596 '617 603724 497 406 402

6,900 5,663 5,905 4,666
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The mortality in the last three years by zymotic diseases decreased pro
gressively from 6*i8o  to 4*567,  and to 4*148  in 1000 of the population. 
The decrease is due in great part to the diminished rates of mortality from 
cholera and its attendant diarrhoea ; thus out of every million of the 
population 2185 died of cholera and diarrhoea in 1854, and only 774 in 
1856 ; the decrease referable to these two heads is 1411, leaving 621 to be 
accounted for by the decrease in the mortality of small-pox, measles,

Table. (2).—ENGLAND. Causes of Death. To 1,000,000 Persons living, the Deaths from each 
Class of Causes, and from each Cause, in the Years 1854, 1855, and 1856.

CAUSES OF DEATH.

Deaths to 
1,000,000 
Persons 
living.

1854 1855 1856

ALL CAUSES - - - - 23,520 22,659 20,504

1 Zymotic Diseases (Z.) - 6,180 4,567 4,148
Constitutional Diseases (C.):

1,0932 Diseases of uncertain or variable Seat 1,075 1,010
3 Tubercular Diseases - -. -> ' - 3,654 8,644 3,392

Local Diseases (L.):
2,8564- Diseases of the Nervous System 2,832 2,686

5 Diseases of the Organs of Circulation - 734 786 726
6 Diseases of the Respiratory Organs - 2,856 3,439 2,812
7 Diseases of the Digestive Organs 1,287 1,245 lj204
8 Diseases of the Urinary Organs -, 219 226 228
9 Childbirth and Diseases of the Organs 1 171 162 155

of Generation - - - - -110 Diseases of the Organs of Locomotion 134 137 120
11 Diseases of the Integumentary System 43 42 36

Diseases of Growth,Nutbition, 
and Decay (D.):

12 Malformations - 5 - 51' 49 53
13 Premature Birth, and Debility - - 1,016 964 956
14 Atrophy - - - - - - 784 795 729
15 Age - “ - ~ - 1,441 1,606 1,271

16 Sudden Deaths {Causes unascertained) 217 223 185

17 Violent Causes (V.) 826 825 793

1 1 Small-pox - - - - 153 136 121
2 Measles - - - “ - - 505 397 879
8 Scarlatina - - - - 1098 935 752
4 Whooping-cough - - - - 532 550 490
5 Croup ------ 218 239 277
6 Thrush - r 65 ! 62 58
7 Diarrhoea * •*  ~ ~ 1091 689 734
8 Dysentery 106 78 71
9 Cholera ------ 1094 45 40

10 Influenza ------ 58 193 55

11 Purpura and Scurvy - 15 17 12
12 Ague - - ' - - - - 10 8 7
13 Remittent Fever - ** . - - 35 31 9
14 Infantile Fever - - - - 81 24 42
15 Typhus - ~ ~ “ 997 865 818
16 Metria (or Puerperal Fever) - 52 58 57
17 Rheumatic Fever - - - - 45 56 57
18 Erysipelas - - - - - 105 122 113
19 Syphilis - - , - - - ~ 52 51 47
20 Noma (or Canker) - - - - 7 10 9
21 Hydrophobia ----- •o 1

2 22 Haemorrhage - - - - - 72 ' 77 90
23 Dropsy ------ 511 505 436
24 Abscess - - ■» - 69 82 78
25 Ulcer ------ 19 15 15
26 Fistula ------ 6 5 4
27 Mortification - - - 68 69 62
28 Cancer 317 325 311
29 Gout ------ 13 15 14

3 30 Scrofula ------ 142 161 150
31 Tabes Mesenterica - - 307 257 253
82 Phthisis (or Consumption) - 2,791 2,822 2,601
33 Hydrocephalus - 414 404 888

4 34 Cephalitis - ' - 204 187 181
35 Apoplexy 455 467 440
36 Paralysis ------ 455 481 452
7 Delirium Tremens - - - - 80 29. 24
8 Chorea ------ 3 4 3

89 Epilepsy - - - - ■ —■ 112 115 111
40 Tetanus ------- io 8 6
41 Insanity - - - - — 29 27 20
42 Convulsions ----- 1,337 1,845 1,273
43 Disease of Brain, &<s. - - - 197 193 176

CAUSES OF DEATH.

13—16—(See above.1)

106 Other Violence

Deaths to
1,000,000
Persons 
living.

Q47 Laryngitis - - -
48 Bronchitis -
49 Pleurisy -
B0 Pneumonia -
61 Asthma
62 Disease of Lungs, &c,

64 Disease of Stomach, &e.
66 Disease Of Pancreas . -
66 Hepatitis - - -
67 Jaundice - -
68 Disease of Liver -
69 Disease of Spleen - . -

100 Poison - - . - -r-
101 Burns and Scalds -■
102 Hanging and Suffocation
103 Drowning - - - ,
104 Fractures and Contusions
105 Wounds - - -

768 Teething _ - - -
64 Quinsy - - - -
60 Gastritis - - - - -
56 Enteritis -
57 Peritonitis - - - - -
68 Ascites - - ■ -
69 Ulceration of Intestines .-
60 Hernia - - - - - -
61 IleuS -. - - “ “ -
62 Intussusception - - •»
63 Stricture of the Intestinal Canal -

5 44 Pericarditis - - ?
45 Aneurism - —
48 Disease of Heart, &c.

1082 Arthritis • - -
83 Rheumatism
84 Disease of Joiflts, &e.

17 95 Intemperance - ,
96 Privation of Food
97 Want of Breast-milk
98 Neglect - -
99 Cold - - - .

11 85 Carbuncle - -
86 Phlegmon - -
87 Disease of Skin, &c. -

12 88 Cyanosis - - -
89 Spinft Bifida -
90 Other Malformations -

870 Nephritis - - - ;
71 Nephria (or Bright’s Disease) -
72 Ischuria - , - . - —
73 Diabetes -
ji Stonb - - , - - - -
76 Cystitis - r- . -
76 Stricture of the Urethra ' - '
77 Disease of Kidneys, &c.

978 Paramenia -,
79 Ovarian Dropsy - - -
80 Childbirth {see Metria) -
81 Disease of Uterus and Organs of

Generation - - - -

1854 1855 1856

82 32 28
, 17 17 18
685 737 680

62 62 69
1092 1,467 1,144

52 62 47
1,280 1,406 1,204

232 294 218
138 148 130

288 219 194
19 20 22
41 44 43

197 174 172
78 75 70
41 45 40
50 47 50
45 47 50.
67 64 63
14 13 15
14 13 13

110 127 125
•7 *3 •6

82 78 76
69 70 76

217 206 192
4 3 3

11 13 14
42 43 51

6 6 4
24 24 23
10 13 12
15 15 14
14 12 9
97 ’ 100 101

4 8 3
12 11 11

112 103 97

43 45 44

5 4 4
B3 61 49
76 72 67

16 14 13
13 14 7
14 14 16

16 16 18
18 13 16
22 20 19

17 15 13
5 5 4

40 46 37
2 2 2
6 11 5

22 21 23
150 171 155
73 71 70

' 138 133 142
314 295 289
32 33 32

27 22 21

The Table may be read thus: In 1866 to every 1,000,000 Persons living there were 20,504 deaths from All Causes (rather more 
than 20 in 1000) ; 121 deaths from small-pox; 379 from measles; 763 from scarlatina, and so on. 
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scarlatina, hooping-cough, thrush, dysentery, influenza, scurvy or purpura, 
ague, remittent and infantile fever, typhus, and syphilis.

Croup and rheumatic fever were unusually fatal. Metria (childbirth 
fever), which is closely allied to erysipelas, was also more fatal than it had 
been in some previous years.

The mortality by seven of the zymotic diseases within the last fifteen 
years is shown in the annexed Table.

The new series of Tables (pp. 148-159.) exhibits the number of deaths 
in each district from the principal zymotic diseases, from consumption, 
diseases of the respiratory organs, and from violence.

(2.) Constitutional diseases:—Cachectici.
82,856 persons died of this class of diseases ; which contributed 4*402  

to the annual rate of mortality out of 1000 living. 21 per cent, of the 
deaths were due to constitutional diseases.

This class consists of two great groups. Of the group of diseases of 
variable seat 19,024 persons died, comprising 8213 who died of dropsy 
and 5859 of cancer in its various forms. The tubercular diseases were 
fatal to 63,832 persons, comprising 2831 who died of scrofula, 4752 of 
tabes mesenterica, 7299 hydrocephalus, and 48,95Q of consumption. 
The mortality by consumption was at the rate of 2’6 in 1000 on the 
population ; 12*7  per cent, of the deaths were by consumption ; while in 
1854 11*9  of the deaths were from this disease. The deaths by con
sumption to 1000 living were in an inverse proportion ; or 2*601  in 1856 
and 2*791  in 1854.

This is in accordance with the principle which was laid down in the 
Appendix to the First Report: when the deaths by consumption con
stitute a large proportion of the total deaths, the mortality from all 
causes, and often from consumption itself, is low, and conversely. Through 
ignorance of this principle, it has been assumed that consumption is more 
fatal in England than it is in the other countries of Europe.

Constitutional diseases vary less than zymotic diseases in different times 
and places, hence in unhealthy years and places the deaths by zymotic 
diseases increase more than the deaths by constitutional diseases, which 
appear to be comparatively less, although they are absolutely jnore 
numerous. Thus in the two years 1849 and 1856 the deaths by zymotic 
diseases were 137,770 and. 78,047, the deaths by constitutional diseases 
were 84,685 and 82,856, and during the eight years constitutional diseases 
were every year nearly equally fatal.

Table (3.)—ENGLAND and WALES. Number of Deaths and Annual Rate 
of Mortality from Seven Zymotic Diseases, and from All Causes, in groups 
of Five Years. .................... .

Diseases.

Deaths. Average Annual Mortality 
to 100,000 Persons living.

In the 5 Years In the 5 Years

,1838 to
1842.

1847 to
1851.

1852 to
1856.

1838 to 
1842.

1847 to 
1851.

1852 to
1856.

Small-pox - - - - - - ;44,916 27,436 18/)81 57 - 31 19
Measles - - - . - 42^13 37,467 34,496 54 . 43 37
Scarlatina - - - - 62,911 75,326 84488 80 86 91
Whooping-cough - 39494 41,419 48,402 50 47 52
Typhus - - - - - 82,665 101,038 85422 . 105 115 92
Cholera - — 3,490 57,988 1 27,496 4 66 30
Diarrhoea - - - - - 16,994 66,689 78,446 22 76 84

All Causes - 1,734,435 2,024,738 2,082446 , 2,207 2407 2,237
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(3.) Local diseases:—Manorganici.

149,911 persons died of inflammations, the allied pathological phenomena, 
or their results, and functional diseases of particular organs. 
persons died of diseases of the brain and nervous system, including deaths 
by cephalitis 3414, apoplexy 8278, paralysis 8497, epilepsy 2096, con
vulsions 23,946. Of the rare and remarkable disease chorea 59.persons, 
of tetanus 120 persons died. The chorea fluctuated so much, rising from

Table (41 —ENGLAND. Causes of Death. To every 1,000,000 Deaths from All Causes, the P™Pfr" 
tional Numbers from each Class of Causes, and. from each Cause, in the Years 1854, 1855, and 1856.

CAUSES OF DEATH.CAUSES OF DEATH.

1856

1,987

Rheumatic Fever
Syphilis

967

75
76
77

715
588
879

697
2,478

215
1,122

604
700
459

4,945

1,374
713

29,118

474
1,795

273
1,009

423
639
592

4,109
162
509

4,754
1,837

234
2,265
3,237

694
553
597

Proportional 
Number 

to 1,000,000 
Deaths.

191
2,677
3,211

607
607 

. 631

148
547

4,720
2,146

184
2,418
8,260

656
327
759

9 78
79

736
201

1,717
76

248

680
562
942

6,109
81

8,724
3,748
9,369

132

614
179 

1^825
83

228

884
775
933

4,669
30

3,470
2,924
9,236

164

681
217 

2,025
86

465
1,120
7,565
3,406
6,948

14,081
1,563
1,042

905
7,568
3,130
5,889 

13,025
1,470

919
6,874
3,121
5,849

13,365
1,379
1,150

1,401
743

32,520
2,751

64,750
2,747

62,05$
12,992
6,541
9,664

891
1,929
7,682
3,306
1,991
2,087
2,082
2,830

579
555

5,627
12

3,445
3,097
9,100

129

581
1,889

286
1,067

557
662
519

4,433

5 44 Pericarditis
45 Aneurism -
46 Disease of Heart, &c<

0.47 Laryngitis -
48 Bronchitis -
49 Pleurisy
50 Pneumonia
51 Asthma
52 Disease of Lungs, &c<

10 82 Arthritis -
83 Rheumatism. -
84 Disease of Joints, &c«

11 85 Carbuncle -
86 Phlegmon -
87 Disease of Skin, &c«

Proportional 
Number 

to 1,000,000 
Deaths.

12 88 Cyanosis -
89 Spina Bifida
90 Other Malformations

13—16—G&e above.)’:
17 95 Intemperance -

96 Privation of Food
97 Want of Breast-milk
98 Neglect
99 Cold - ■ - -

145
495

4,526

100 Poison -
101 Bums and Scalds 7

. 102 Hanging and Suffocation -
103 Drowning - - 7
104 Fractures, and Contusions -
105 Wounds -
106 Other Violence - - -

1,376
876

33,182
3,354

55,795
2,296

58,711
10,634
6,334

i 9,486
1,078
2,115
8,382
8,395
1,970
2,452
2,198
3,084

726
627

2,649
46,414

2,209
54,421

9,881
5,849

10,108
798

1,747
8,361
3,313
1,731
2,108
1,916
2,832

597
595

8 70 Nephritis - - , - - . -
71 Nephria (or Bright s Disease) -
72 Ischuria - - -
73 Diabetes - - - • -
74 Stone -  - - “*

Cystitis - -
Stricture of the Urethra - -
Disease of Kidneys, &c. -

7 53 Teething - • - * -
54 Quinsy - - - • *
55 Gastritis - - - - -
56 Enteritis - - - -
57 Peritonitis - - - - -
58 Ascites - - , - -
59 Ulceration of Intestines
60 Hernia - - -
61 Ileus - - - -
62 Intussusception - - - -
63 Stricture of the Intestinal Canal
64 Disease of Stomach, &c. -
65 Disease of Pancreas - -
66 Hepatitis - - - - -
67 Jaundice - - - - -
68 Disease of Liver - - -
69 Disease of Spleen

9
10 Diseases of the Organs of Locomotion11 Diseases of the Integumentary System 

Diseases of Growth. Nutrition,
and Decay (D.):

12 Malformations - -
13 Premature Birth and Debility - -
14 Atrophy - - - “15 Age ------ -
10 Sudden Deaths (Causes unascertained)

17 Violent Causes (V.) * - -
1 1 Small-pox - - • . •

2 Measles - - - -
3 Scarlatina -
4 Whooping-cough -
5 Croup
6 ’
7
8
9

10

Thrush - - - - -
Diarrhoea • *•  * ~
Dysentery - - * -
Cholera - - - -
Influenza *

11 Purpura and Scurvy - -
12 Ague - - - - •
18 Remittent Fever -
14 Infantile Fever - - -
15 Typhus - - - _ - . •
16 Metria (or Puerperal Fever) -
17 Rheumatic Fever - . - *
18 Erysipelas - - - -
19 Syphilis - - - “ ' “
20 Noma (or Canker)
21 Hydrophobia - - *

2 22 Haemorrhage -t  ~ * *
23 Dropsy -
24 Abscess - - - - -
25 Ulcer _ - - - -
26 Fistula 7 - . - *
27 Mortification - -  -*
28 Cancer -
29 Gout -

3 30 Scrofula -
31 Tabes Mesentenca - . - -
82 Phthisis (or Consumption) -
83 Hydrocepnalus -

4 34 Cephalitis -
35 Apoplexy - - - -
36 Paralysis -
37 Delirium Tremens -
88 Chorea - - - - -
39 Epilepsy - - - - -
40 Tetanus - - - - -
41 Insanity -
42 Convulsions - - - -
43 Disease of Brain, &c.

be shown to 1,000 deaths; thus, there were 5*902  deaths from small-pox to every 1,000 deaths from All Causes.

1854 1855

Paramenia - - - - -
Ovarian Dropsy -

80 Childbirth (see Metria) - -
81 Disease of Uterus and Organs of

Generation - - -

ALL CAUSES - - -
1 Zymotic Diseases (Z.) - 

Constitutional Diseases (C.):
2 Diseases of uncertain or variable Seat
3 Tubercular Diseases -

Local Diseases (L.):4 Diseases of the Nervous System . -
5 Diseases of the Organs of Circulation - 

Diseases of the Respiratory Organs - 
Diseases of the Digestive Organs 
Diseases of the Urinary Organs 
Childbirth and Diseases of the Organs

of Generation “ " ~L. “Diseases of the Organs of Locomotion

1854 1855 1856

1,000,0001 ,000,0001 ,000,000

262,761 201,516 202,278

45,787 48,279 49,305
155,341 160,840 165,436

120,386 126,015 130,973
31,205 34,664 35,434

121,423 151,839 137,124
54,599 55,006 58,626
9,314 9,994 11,215

7,262 7,153 7,561
5,736 6,079 5,857
1,844 1,845 1,742

2,184 2,182 2,592
431217 42,444 46,644
33,342 85,074 35,538
61,226 70,782 62,023

9,238 9,860 9,003

35,185 36,428 38,649

6,496 6,015 5,902
21,463 17,518 18,464
42,865 41,244 36,699
22,603 24,262 23,909
9,249 10,526 18,495
2,753 2,737 2,835

46,391 30,419 35,805
4,495 3,423 3,460

46,495 1,994 1,975
2,455 8,499 2,667

652 772 588
444 355 321

1,495 1,370 420
1,298 1,043 2,032

42,412 38,190 39,908
2)207 2,570 2,765
1^25 2,492 2,789
4,481 5,374 5,528
2,230 2,256 2,278

815 424 425
87 33 13

3,077 3,409 4,403
21,738 22,301 21,286

2^947 3,633 3,781
828 662 749
271 205 189

2,878 3,054 3,038
13,479 14,331 15,185

569 684 674
6,045 7,111 7,337

13,044 11,344 12,316
H8,646 124,560 126,866

17,606 17,825 18,917
8,680 8,256 8,848

» 19,355 20,593 21,454
- 19,325 21,213 22,022

1,275 1,277 1,169
111 164 153

4,747 5,088 5,482
416 364 311

1,252 1,177 959
- 56J864 59,355 62,062

8,361 8,528 8,563
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34 1° 77> that in this character it approaches the zymotic diseases, and it 
will be recollected that a peculiar dancing mania (allied to chorea) is a 
recorded epidemic of the middle ages.

13,672 deaths were referred to diseases of the organs of circulation, 
including 338 by aneurism and 278 by angina pectoris, and the mortality 
which they occasioned was at the rate of less than 1 (it was -726) in 1000 
living. Of 100 deaths 3 -5 were by these diseases.

52,908 persons died by diseases o£ the respiratory organs, including 
21,528 by bronchitis and 22,653 by pneumonia. These diseases, and all 
others of the class, were less fatal than they were in the previous year.

Congestion of the lungs and pulmonary apoplexy were fatal to 594 
males and 491 females ; and of sunstroke 3° males and 6 females died. 
The number of deaths from sunstroke in the year 1855 was 9 males and 
5 females.

The mortality by this class of diseases was at the rate of 2 - 8 in 1000. 
Of 100 deaths they constituted 14.

Table (5)—ENGLAND. Causes of Death in the Year 1856, arranged in the order 
of Mortality.

* The causes of 4,666 deaths were not specified; in calculating the proportional numbers they have been 
distributed pro rata over all the causes in the Table.

CAUSES OF DEATH.

Number 
of 

Deaths 
registered 

in 
the Year 

,1856.

Proportional 
Number 

from each 
Cause 

to 1,000,000 
Deaths from 
All Causes.*

CAUSES OF DEATH.

Number 
of 

Deaths 
registered 

in 
the Year 

1856.

Proportional 
Number 

from each 
Cause 

to 1,000,000 
Deaths from 
All Causes.*

Phthisis (or Consumption) 48,950 126,866 Rheumatism - 931 2,413
2,296Convulsions - - - • - 23,946 62,062 Pleurisy - „ 886Age - - 23,931 62,023 Syphilis - - . - 879 2^278
2,198Pneumonia - - - - 22,653 58,711 Hernia - - - .. _ 848Bronchitis - - - - 21,528 55,795 Disease of Uterus and OrsansPremature Birth and Debility 17,997 46,644 of Generation - — 828 2,146
2,115
2,032
1,975
3,970

Typhus ----- 15,898 39,908 Gastritis - - 816Scarlatina - - - 14,160
13,815

.36,699 Infantile Fever - - 784Diarrhoea - - - 35,805 Cholera - - - 762Atrophy - - 13,712 35,538 Ascites - 760
Disease of Heart, &c. - 12,803 33,182

Want of Breast Milk - • - 704 l',825
Whooping-cough - - - 9,225 23,909 Wounds - - - 603 1,563

1,376
1,169
1,122 .
1,120
1,078
1,042

959

Paralysis - - - - 8,497 22,022 Pericarditis - 531Apoplexy - - - 8,278 21,454 Delirium Tremens 451Dropsy - - - - - - 8,218 21,286 Diabetes - - 433Hydrocephalus - , - 7,299 18,917 Poison - - - — . _ 432Measles - - — -
Cancer -----

7,124
5,859

18,464
15,185

Quinsy -
Violent Deaths, not classified 416

402Fractures and Contusions - 5,438 14,081
13,495

Insanity — — 370Croup - - - 5,207 Malformations, not otherwise ) 933
884Tabes Mesenterica - -

Asthma - - - -
4,752
4,103

12,316
10,634

distinguished
Cyanosis - -

360
341

Teethings - - - 3,660 9,486 Aneurism - 338 876Disease of Liver - - - 8,615 9,369 Spina Bifida - - ■ _ _ 299 775Sudden Deaths - - 8,474 9,003 Disease of Skin, &c. —. 293 759Cephalitis - 3,414 8,848 Ulcer - 289 749
726
700
697
674

Disease of Brain, &c. -
Enteritis - -

•Bums and Scalds ~ -
Childbirth and Metria -

3,304
3,234
2,919 ~
2,888

8,563
8,382
7,565
7,485

Intussusception - 
Cystitis - -
Nephritis - -
Gout - - - Ill

i
Ill

i 280
270
269
260

Scrofula - ' - - 2,831 7,337
Carbuncle - - -
Stricture of the Intestinal) 253 656

Drowning - - - - 2,681 6,948 Canal r 242 627
Disease of Lungs, &c. - 2,444 6,334
Disease of Stomach, &c. 2,357 6,109 Intemperance - 237 614Small-pox - 2,277 5,902 Stone - — — 233 604Erysipelas - - - - 2,133 5,528 Purpura - - - - 227 588Epilepsy - - - - 2,096 5,432 Ovarian Dronsy - — — 211 547"Disease of Kidneys, &e. - 1,908 4,945 Stricture of the Urethra 177 459‘Haemorrhage - - - 1,699 4,403 Noma (or Canker) —• 164 425Abscess ----- 1,459 3,781 Remittent Fever - - - 162 420
Jaundice - - - _ L446 3,748 Phlegmon

Ague - - -
- 126

124
327
321Hepatitis - - 1,437 3,724 Tetanus — - 120 811Dysentery - - - - 1,335 3,460

Hanging and Suffocation 1,314 3,406 Cold - - - — —. 86 223
215Peritonitis - - - - 1,310 3,395 Ischuria — 83Laryngitis - - - .-•* 1,294 3,354 Fistula - - _ — 73 189
184Disease of Joints, &c. - 1,258 3,260 Arthritis — — 71Ileus ^ - - - - 1,190 3,084 Privation of Food - — — • 69 179
153Mortification — - - 1,172 3,038 Chorea - is* — 59Thrush ----- 1,094 2,835 Paramenia - - - 57 148

Rheumatic Fever - 1,076 2,789
Disease of Spleen -
Neglect - - - - 51

32 182
83Influenza - - - 1,029 2,667 Disease of Pancreas __ 12 MlNephria (or Bright’s Disease) 954 2,473

Ulceration of Intestines 946 • 2,452 Hydrophobia - - . - 5 13



190 Causes of Death in 1856.

The diseases of the digestive organs were fatal to 22,620 persons; in
cluding 3660 children who died in teething, 3234 persons who died of 
enteritis, 1310 of peritonitis, 760 of ascites; many persons died of various 
kinds of obstruction of .the intestinal canal, namely, 848 of hernia, 1190 of 
ileus, 280 of intussusception, and 242 of stricture. Of the 848 deaths by 
hernia, 71 were stated to be by inguinal, 14 by scrotal, 113 by femoral, 
and 52 by umbilical hernia, besides n deaths (10 of children) by con
genital hernia; in 598 cases the kind of hernia was not distinguished. 
Of the 1190 deaths classed under ileus, 847 were returned as obstruction 
of the bowels. Of 254 persons who died-of worms, 176 were children 
under 5 years of age. 10 persons died of hydatids of the liver.

Disease of the pancreas was returned as the cause of 12 deaths; of 
the spleen as the cause of 51 deaths. The liver is much more liable to 
disease; and including hepatitis, jaundice, and its other maladies, 6498 
fatal diseases of this organ were registered.

The mortality by all the diseases of the digestive organs was at the rate 
of 1’2 in 1,000 of the population ; and of 100 deaths 6 were caused by the 
diseases of this class.

The other local diseases are the causes of comparatively few deaths. 
4327 persons died of diseases of the urinary organs; namely, 269 by 
nephritis, 954 by nephria (or Bright’s disease), 433 by diabetes, 233 by 
stone, 270 by cystitis. 177 deaths by stricture of the urethra, properly 
belong to gonorrhoea, of which it is sometimes the sequel. 1908 deaths are 
the result of bladder, kidney, and prostate disease of a kind, not specified.. 
Diabetes is a well-defined disease, and it has fluctuated very little in eight
years ; the average annual number of deaths by it was 422, the lowest 
number was 402 (in 1852), the highest number was 448 (in 1855), the 
year of extreme cold.

2917 deaths were the results of diseases of the organs of generation; 
the mortality by them was at the rate of ’ 16 in 1000, and they caused 
8 in 1000 deaths. 1067 mothers died of metria or puerperal fever, which 
is in the zymotic class ; and 1821 died of other diseases incidental to the 
state of childbearing ; of the latter diseases flooding was the most fatal; 
315 mothers bled to death. The fatality from this disease increases 
rapidly with the advance of age. Thus 34 women died of flooding of the 
age 15-25, 121 of the age 25-35, and 150 of the age 35-45 ; and at the

Table (6.)—Mortality or Women bearing Children at different Ages in the 
the Two Years 1855 and 1856.

In calculating the annual mortality a correction has been made for increase of population. The annual rate of 
increase (females aged 15-55) 1841-51, was '01200, and it has been assumed that the number of women bearing 
children increased at a uniform rate at each of the ages in the Table, A further correction has been made as 
follows: At the age 15-55 there were 1,900 deaths from childbirth and. 1079 from metria in 1855; and 1,821 from 
childbirth and 1067 from metria in 1856: excluding deaths from metria, only 964 deaths from childbirth in 1855, and 
954 in 1856 were designated under any of the definite headings of the class; and the deaths under each of the above 
headings are assumed to haveAeenunderstatedin the same ratio, and raised accordingly in calculating the mortality, 
a similar correction has been made for each age in the Table. .

Age 

of 

Mother.

Estimated 
Number 

of 
Women 
bearing 

Children, 
1851.

gsaths distinguished in the 
Two Years *

1855 ana 1856-

Annual Rate of Mortality.

To every 100 Mothers bearing Children, 
the Number of Deaths hy

Placenta 
Pnevia 

and 
Flooding.

Puerperal
Mania.

Puerperal 
Convulsions.

Rupture 
of 

Uterus.

Placenta 
Praevia 

and 
Flooding.

Puerperal 
Mania.

Puerperal 
Convulsions.

Rupture 
of 

Uterus.

15—25 107,440 87 - 33 208 4 '066 •025 •158 •003

25—35 328,720 805 90 160 34 •087 •026 •046 •010

35—45 166,140 376 27 65 81 ■219 •016 •038 •018

45—55 7,545 23 - 1 6 2 •262 •on •068 •023

15—55 609,845 791 151 439 71 <119 •023 •066 •011
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same ages 3, 40, and 38 women died (probably from hemorrhage), the 
result of the insertion of the placenta over the aperture of the uterus (pla
centa previa). Puerperal mania follows another law. Puerperal convul
sions are most fatal to young mothers. The dangers to be guarded against 
in childbirth thus vary with the age of the woman. The relative extent" 
of the danger from several causes is shown approximatively in Table (6)

The danger of rupture of the uterus increases rapidly ; the danger of 
flooding increases less rapidly; the danger of death by puerperal con
vulsions is greatest in early life; and the liability to puerperal mania 
decreases as age advances.
. The mortality in childbirth continues to decrease in England and Wales- 

the birth of every 10,000 living children was the death of sixty mothers 
m 1847, and of forty-four in 1856 ; thus sixteen mothers are now saved 
on every 10,000 children born. This happy result is partly due to the 
progress of science; and may well encourage its cultivators to redouble 
their exertions.

2260 persons died of diseases of the organs of locomotion, exclusive of 
the deaths under scrofula, which often affects the bones. The rate of 
mortality was less than one in 1000 ; it was little more than 1 in 10 000. 
.Nearly 6 in 1000 deaths belong to the class.

672 persons died of diseases of the integumentary system ; not one in 
10,©00, but only 36 in 1,000,000 of the population. Less than 2 deaths 
m 1000 were from these diseases. Yet they included 253 deaths from 
carbuncle, which has within recent years prevailed epidemically, and may 
“T’L • JU-StlZ referred t0 the zymotic class. The learned Professor of 
Medicine in Edinburgh gives cases which appear to show, that, under 
certain circumstances, carbuncle is contagious.*  Carbuncle and boil are

Table (7).—Mortality from Metria at different Ages, in the 2 Years 1855 and 1856.

Ages of Mothers.

15—25

25-35

35.-45

45—55

15-55

Estimated Number 
of Women bearing 

Children 
; 1851.

107,440

828,720

160,140

7,545

I 609,845

Deaths from Metria 
in 1855-50.

609

942

568

27

Annual Number of 
Deaths from Metria to

J00 Mothers living.

‘269

•J36

’162

■170

•167

Table (8.)—Deaths of Women in Childbirth in the Ten Years 1847-56,

In calculating the annual rate of mortality, a correction has been made for increase of population.

YEARS.
Number of Deaths from

Deaths of 
Mothers to 

10,000 Children 
born alive.

'Metria and 
Childbirth. Metria. Accidents of 

Childbirth,

1847 - 8226 784 2442 601848 - 8445 1365 2080 611849 3339 1165 2174 581850 3252 1113 2139
1851 - 3290 1009 2281 531852 - 8247 972 2275 ! 521853 3063 795 2268 501854 - r. 8009 954 2955 471855 2979 1079 1900 471856 - 2888 1067 1821 44

10 years 1847-56 - 31788 10303 21435 52

cuioisjSr Tratme“of fte c“,!,"ions
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II. Diseases'of the Sexes. ’ (Tables, pp. 120-147.)
Few diseases.are equally fatal to males and females. The difference in 

the organs of the body is considerable ; the tissues are of different quality 
all the functions, are modified in boys and girls, in men and women ; and 
by their occupations they are exposed in different degrees to the causes of 
disease,^

In reading the tables it will be borne in mind that there are xooo males 
to 1035 females in the population.

Diseases of males.—Zymotic diseases are generally more fatal to males 
than to females ; thus 1248 males and 1029 females died of small-pox ; 
13,7 males and 90 females of purpura and scurvy,*  men being more 
frequently than women deprived of vegetables. .599 males and 477 females 
died of rheumatic fever; 4 males and 1 female of. hydrophobia, men being 
more exposed to bites; 61 males and 33.females died of mumps ; 7 males 
and 1 female of glanders*

Among the deaths by constitutional diseases are 825 deaths of males and 
634 of females by abscess ;6o of males and-13 of females by fistula ; 221 
of males and 39 of females by gout, as men generally eat and drink more 
inordinately*  than .women. Scrofula and tabes mesenterica are most fatal 
to males ; and so is hydrocephalus, of which.4161 males and 31*38  females 
died y the brain of the boy being more liable to disorder than the brain Of 
the girl.

Of the local diseases males die in greater numbers than females (78,152 
males, and 71,759 females).

The brain diseases, cephalitis and convulsions, are both most fatal to 
males ; So is delirium tremens, of which 390 males and 61 females died, 
the excess being referable to the same cause as the deaths of 171 males 
and 66 females, ascribed directly to intemperance. Of softening of the 
brain, 475 men and 289 women died. 79 males died of. tetanus and 41 
females ; but it is probable that tetanus was generally induced by wounds 
and injuries, and that women, the injuries being equal, are more tetanical 
than men. ,7’’™^

• Heart disease kills more women than men; but of angina pectoris, 156 
-men and 122 women died; and aneurism was fatal to 84 women and to 254 
jnen, who often make violent exertions which rupture the large arteries, 
when these are once rendered fragile by deposits.

Inflammatory affections of the respiratory organs are more fatal to 
males (28,406) than to females (24,508).

Teething was.returned as the cause of the deaths of 1979 males and of 
1681 females; it follows the same law as convulsions. So does laryn
gismus, of which 147 males and 78 females died.

The excess of the deaths of males by disease of liver is probably the 
result of intemperance. Inguinal hernia is most fatal to males ; femoral 
and umbilical hernia to females.

Diseases of the urinary organs are the causes of the deaths of 3161 _ 
males and of 1166 females. The excess of these diseases among males is ~ 
in. the first place due to the difference of organization ; the urethra is 
wider and shorter, the bladder larger in the woman than in the man, 
hence calculi are passed, which in the form of stone killed 212 men and 
only 21 women. The inflammatory and other affections of the kidneys 
are often indirectly caused by calculi, and sometimes by stricture, itself 
the result of gonorrhoeal infection*  Prostatic disease, of which 313 men 
died, is peculiar to males. The urinary secretion also probably differs in 
the two sexes ; for diabetes was fatal to 274 men and tq 159 women.

Only 40 deaths of: males are ascribed to diseases of the organs of 
generation, exclusive of syphilis and its results.

XIX.
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not separated in the returns; and in this extended sense the disease is 
rarely fatal; yet-the number of deaths from 81 in 1849 rose to 300 in 
18^4, and subsequently fell to 253. Singularly enough'the deaths from 
phlegmon decreased.

(4.) Diseases of Growth, Nutrition, and Decay, or Developmental
. Diseases.

1000 children died of malformations of various kinds ; and they were 
nearly all taken from their parents in,the .first five years of a life which 
they could never enjoy. Many children are born prematurely; others 
are born without evident defects of form, but are feeble, and are so 
defective in vital energy that they die shortly after birth; adults also, 
before they attain old age, fall into a state of debility without .discoverable 
disease. All these cases, classed as premature birth and debility, amount, 
to 17 qq 7, or nearly J Per cent, of tlie total deaths. _ Tlhe mortality from 
these causes was at the rate of little less than. 1 death to 1000 persons 
Hving. Atrophy, or wasting away, was returned, in the absence, of any 
specific malady, as the cause of i3,712 deaths, or of 3,'6 per cent, of the 
total deaths. Seven out of 10,000 of the population died of atrophy.

Old age was the assigned cause of. 23,931 deaths. The proportion 
would be higher were it not that the number of old people living in 
England in proportion to the population is below the average standard, 
chiefly in consequence of the excess of births over deaths; yet it is a 
remarkable fact, that after corrections have been made for this disturbance, 
so small a number of the people should attain old, age...

(5.) Violent Deaths.
14 Qi2 deaths were the evident effects of external causes, andr belong 

to the violent order of unnatural deaths. 237 deaths were referred 
directly to intemperance; 451 to delirium tremens. The mortality, under 
both heads has decreased during tfo last three years ; so has the number 
of deaths (69) described as the result of the privation of food. 704 children 
died, it is stated; from the want of breast milk; from neglect. The 
effects of alcohol, and the effects of the privation of proper food at 
different ages, are often indirect, and are not easily recognizable, as they 
are liable to be confounded with the effects of other causes. Cold, which 
was the cause of 196 deaths in the severe winter of 1855, was fatal to 
86 persons in the year 1856. The number of deaths by burns and scalds 
fell from 2177 to 2919 ; the decrease was 258, while the decrease in the 
deaths by cold was only 109. This bears out the observation in my 
previous letter, that the excess of deaths by burns m 1855 was the 
consequence of the increase of fires, and of the nearer approach of people 
to the burning fuel. 43*  persons were poisoned in the year or 52 persons 
in excess of the numbers poisoned in the previous year. The beneficial 
effect of the Act of Parliament appears to have been temporary. |

1214 persons died by hanging and suffocation; the deaths under this 
head are nearly stationary. 2681 deaths from drowning qpply an increase 
of the mortality by this cause; the deaths at sea are not included in the 
registers, so that the number of deaths by drowning among our population 
is understated. . ' . , * -u * c

<422 deaths from fractures and contusions imply a great number ot 
iniuries to great numbers of people, and they could only occur in a 
country where mechanical forces of every kind were in extensive action 
The number of deaths from these causes, and from other violence not 
specified, was 5010 in the year 1849, 6275 in the year 185^ and 5835 m 
the year 1856. Thus the deaths by mechanical violence for some years 
increased rapidly, and they are now gradually declining. The deaths by 
wounds were 603. , ... , o •The rate of mortality by this class of violent causes was nearly 8 in 
10,000 living, and nearly 4 in 100 deaths were deaths by violence.
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Caries and necrosis, amongst the diseases of the bones, are, like scrofula, 
most fatal to males.

Malformations from arrested development are generally most frequent 
in males ; such is the case as regards cyanosis (males £09, females 132) ; 
anus imperforatus (m. 62, f. 22) ; and cleft palate (m. 32, f. 22) ; of Spina 
bifida, however, 133 females and only 146 males died.

Of premature births and debility, the deaths of males are i929 excess 
of the 8034 deaths of females. The intrauterine life of the males is the 
most hazardous. Sudden death from diseases undetermined is more 
frequent in men than in women.

Males, are in every way except one, the most exposed to die violent 
deaths, whether it be by war, by suicide, by accident, by negligence, or 
by public execution.

Diseases of females.—Of the zymotic diseases, hooping-cough is the 
most fatal to females ; 4007 males and 5218 females died of the disease. 
Influenza is also most fatal to females ; chiefly, perhaps, because the 
number of females living at advanced age is in excess of the number of 
males. Metria is a disease exclusively incidental to child-bearing women.

Of the constitutional diseases,—dropsy, from disease of the kidneys, 
probably, or from diseased heart—is most fatal to women ; 4715 women 
and 3498 men died of dropsy. Of cancer, attacking chiefly the breast and 
the uterus, 4069 women and 1790 men died.

Consumption is much, more fatal to women than to men ; of this de- 
structive disease 23,016 males and 25,934 females died. The disparity in 
the rates of mortality is most striking at the ages from 15 to 55, as will 
be immediately apparent on comparing the figures.

Table (9).—Deaths from Consumption.

Ages - - . ' to— IgA 38- ‘ 85“

Men - - ■ 725 5437 5335 4143 2338 1660

Women - 1192 6915 6598 4657 2527 1222

Excess of female deaths 1 
in one year - - f 467 1478 1263 5H 189

defect
438

Consumption, which is so fatal to young persons, attacks young women 
in a greater proportion than it attacks young men. How many of the 
thousands of excessive deaths are to be ascribed severally to the fatal

T. _t w fi 0 'i—ENGLAND and WALES. Annual Rate of Mortality from Phthisis 
at different Ages, during the 7 Years 1848-54. ~.,

=™”“
Estimated Population 

in the Middle of 1851.
Deaths from Phthisis 
in the 7 Years 1848-54.

Avebage Annual 
Deaths from Phthisis 
to 1000 living (1848-54.)

Excess 
of Female 
Rate over 
the Male 
Rate of 

Mortality.
Males. Females. Males. Females. Males. Females.

All Ages 8,808,662 9,174,187 166,741 187,801 2'70 2'92 '22

0-
5-

10—

1,180,480
1,053,510

967,007

1,174,915
1,045,298

952,248

13,999
4,825
5,879

13,271
6,374
9,583

1‘69
'65
'87

1'61 
'73

1'44-

-’08
‘08 
'57 •

15-
25-
35—

1,671,634
1,323,621
1,017,018

1,746,854
1,417,298
1,072,611

38,416
37,421
28,104

48,963
40,457
31,403.

3'28
4'04
3'95

4'00
4'68
4'18

'72 ■
'64
•28

45—
55-
65—

734,314
482,788
268,052

782,010
528,185
311,135

20,086
12,127

5,038

17,578
10,036

4,224 .

3'91
3'59
2'68

3'21 
2'71 
1'94

-'70 
“'88 
-'74

75“
85—

95 and. upwards

97,008
12,745

535

123,610
19,009

1,014

756 ‘
53
1

803
71
3

i'll
0'60 

'19

'93
'53
'39

-'18
-‘07 

‘20

Note.—-The 
Phthisis, to 1,

Ln TPad thus —In the 7 years 1848-54 the average annual rate of mortality from 
X»“iv?n? of maid® agdd io'aild under 25 years, was 3'28; of females 4'00; being an excess in the 
mortality of‘72 At the ages 0—5,45-55, &o. the male rate is in excess of the female rate, as is

indicated, by the minus sign ) prciixcds
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stays, to the in-door life of women, to peculiarities of organization, and to 
other causes, it is not easy to calculate. But it is evident physiologically 
that air is the pabulum of life, and that the effects of a tight cord round 
the neck and of tight lacing round the waist, only differ in degree, in the 
time of their manifestation, and in some of their symptoms; for the stran
gulations are both fatal. To wear tight-laced stays is in many cases to 
wither, to waste away, to die ; and is perhaps the natural chastisement of 
the folly which inflicts this Chinese deformity, natural only to wasps and 
other insects, on the grace and beauty of the human figure.

The causes of the fatality of this disease require further investigation.
Among the brain diseases, chorea was fatal to 45 females and 14 males. 

Insanity is often complicated with other diseases, which are returned as 
the causes of death; but a majority of the deaths ascribed to insanity 
occur among females. 32 women are returned as dying of hysteria; 9 
of fright.

Heart disease is more fatal towomen than to men; so are gastritis, 
peritonitis, ulceration, and stricture of the intestines and gallstone. Of 
ascites 276 men and 484 women died.

Of ovarian dropsy, a disease peculiar to women, 211 died; and 57 
Women died of paramenia. While 40 men died, 788 women died of 
diseases vaguely returned, and classed consequently as diseases of the 
organs of generation.

Of the malformations, spina bifida alone appears to be most fatal to 
females.

While other violent deaths were chiefly fatal to men, burns and scalds 
are nearly equally fatal to the two sexes.

III. Diseases oe Infants under One Year ok Age.
The structure of the infant frame is immediately tested after his birth ; 

and sometimes from injuries in birth, sometimes from physical defects, and 
sometimes from his imperfect chemical affinities, the process of life ceases. 
The infant dies. His elements are given to the grave. All his faculties 
are imperfectly developed, and he can give no articulate information*  
The characters of diseases themselves are often imperfectly marked; and 
his means of defence against injury lie chiefly in his mother’s love, which 
is generally adequate to its office.^ The fate of the infant which the mother 
abandons, not in the street, but in the house, when she works in the field 
or the factory, or when she indulges in any vice, or neglects cleanliness, is 
early death. All the poisonous emanations from the drains and cesspools 
destroy. children, created to live in •pure air. Hence, with few direct 
infanticides, the deaths of 94>4'->7 infants under one year of age are regis
tered in England and Wales, in the year ; 18,808 infants died of zymotic 
diseases, of which diarrhoea is the most fatal. 7 893 infants died of diarrhoea. 
To thrush the deaths of 1034 infants are ascribed. Whooping-cough was 
fatal to 3708 infants. The other zymotic diseases were more or less fatal. 
Syphilis, either congenital or from immediate infection, was the registered 
cause of 579 deaths.

Scrofula, tabes, and hydrocephalus are fatal to many infants ; cephalitis 
was fatal to more than 500 infants ; convulsions to 19,718.

Bronchitis and pneumonia are not easily distinguished in infants ; in 
the aggregate the deaths from these causes amounted to 12,738. Like 
convulsions, they are much more fatal in males than in females.

The malformations generally terminate fatally in the first year of life.
The want of breast-milk was returned as the cause of 695 deaths. A 

few infants die of burns and scalds ; but suffocation in bed, from over
laying or from the shutting out of the air from the child, is the most 
frequent violent death of infants.

o 2
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IV. Coroners’ Returns oe Violent Deaths.

Life is still a mystery, and it ceases sometimes inexplicably \ yet many 
causes of death are evident. It was known from the beginning that 
man can kill man; and the cause of homicide is not only discoverable, 
but, to some extent, controllable. The culpable man can be punished, with 
a view to prevent the repetition of the fatal act by himself or by others, * In 
England a special officer has been elected by the people, from the earliest 
times, to visit the body of every person slain or wounded, and to inquire 
into the circumstances of each case. The mere fact that the death was 
sudden, or that the body was found in water, if the coroner was called 
upon, rendered inquiry imperative ; and it is accordingly enjoined in the 
statute (4 Edward I.) regulating the coroner’s office.

* These numbers are corrected for a duplicate entry in the original Table. The correc
tions are made on Mr. Redgrave’s authority. The details cannot now be corrected.

f Criminal Returns 1856,

The progress of science has created new forces, often fatal, and has 
produced new substances, of which our forefathers had no knowledge. 
Machinery is organized on a large scale, so that the lives of numbers of 
men are liable to be destroyed, not by malicious intent, but by the 
negligence of other men who have their lives in charge. Thus, great 
numbers die by railway accidents; many perish in mining operations^ 
children are suffocated in bed or are burnt by “ their clothes taking fire. 
Poisoning is not mentioned in the act of Edward; but poisoning is now, 
unhappily, a common cause of death. Poisons are the most insidious 
instruments which assassins can employ, and they were evidently little 
known in England before the Reformation; yet the first English legislators 
directed inquests to be held on the body dying suddenly, because death 
might possibly even then be the result of secret violence. Persons slain 
generally die suddenly; hence, it was made the rule to hold inquests in 
cases of sudden death. Such was the wise provision of the law.

A man is killed; the coroner receives notice, and summons a certain 
number of men to inquire, under his direction, into the causes of the 
death, and to pronounce, after hearing the evidence, a preliminary verdict 
of acquittal or of guilt. The utility of the inquest is evident. It recog
nized, in barbarous times, the value of human life. No man could be 
slain without inquiry. It was a simple means of discovering the guilty, 
and it brought home blame to the negligent; at the same time the 
innocent were protected against false imprisonment, for “guilty was 
not the verdict of a despot, but of a jury of twelve or more ordinary 
men who fairly represented public opinion. The verdict threw a shield 
around the innocent, who, without the inquiry, might have been falsely 
suspected : it left no excuse for private vengeance : and, undoubtedly, 
the coroner and the jury deterred many evil natures from the commission 
of crimes which they would have perpetrated had not the dread of the 
inquest interposed. Lives were thus saved, and every man enjoyed a 
sense of security which the commission of murders with impunity would 
have destroyed in the great mass of the population. For, without the 
inquest, assassination would be the death of many men—the dread of all.

The coroner’s inquest is entirely a popular institution. The county 
coroner is elected by the freeholders; and it is one of the great advantages 
of the inquest that it engages the great body of the people in the adminis
tration of justice ; public opinion is thus never in favour of a man whom 
a jury has pronounced guilty. Assassins and hravoes have been shielded 
from discovery by people in foreign lands who have never served on 
juries. Through inquests the great body of the English people have been 
taught also, to some extent, the action of general causes, such as nuisances, 
in destroying life. . .

Coroners are elected for counties, and in some cases, for sub-divisions 
of those counties ; boroughs and some districts have special coroners. 
England and Wales have, apparently, 324 coroners, some of whom appoint 
deputies ; they held, according to Mr. Redgrave’s returns, inquests on 
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21,801*  bodies in the year 1856. The total charges amounted to 67,000?., 
averaging 3Z. is. 6d. for each death into which inquiry was made. The 
charges included the coroner’s fees (iZ. 6s. 8d. on each inquest), and 
mileage (9c?. a mile, reckoning only one way, from his usual place of 
abode to the body); medical fees for evidence, autopsies, and analyses; 
witnesses’ expenses, constables’ allowances, and payments to jurymen, 
and for rooms.

The findings of the juries are classed under the following heads by 
Mr. Redgrave:

Injuries from Causes unknown 424
Homicide - 482 Including—Murder - 205

Manslaughter - - 271
Justifiable Homicide - 6

Suicide - 1,314
Accidental Deaths - - - 9,716

Ascertained Violent Deaths - 11,936

Natural Deaths - - 7,102
Found dead • - - - - 3,183

Total Dead bodies on which "I nonorf^v6 numbers are 420 in excess of 
inquests were held - - f 22)2211 the true number—owing to a dupli-

J .. L cate entry.

It would thus appear that nearly 10,285 of the bodies died of disease, or in 
ways not positively ascertained to be violent; and that 11,936 died violent 
deaths, which involved charges of murder, manslaughter, or justifiable 
homicide in 482 cases. Ultimately 265 persons were, according to the 
Criminal Returns, committed to trial for homicide (murder 82, manslaughter 
183) ; and 109 were convicted (31 of murder and 78 of manslaughter).! 
Of the 31 convicted murderers, including Palmer, 16 were hanged. This 
was the ultimate result of 21,801 inquests; 109 men and women were 
convicted of homicide, and variously punished. It is asked, upon the face 
of this return, “Whether, under our police system, such a number of 
inquests, leading to no results, is necessary ? ” “ No evidence,” it is said, 
“ of crime to satisfy a coroner’s jury was found in 21,325 cases ; and of 
the 476 verdicts of murder and manslaughter only a few were sustained' 
by sifted evidence before the judges, for only 109 convictions ensued.”

It must, however, be recollected that 1,314 suicides are included in the 
return; and the importance of inquiring into these cases will not be 
disputed. If a man has executed himself for crime, or in a state of 
delirium has destroyed himself, it should be known; and murder may some
times be disguised under appearances of suicide. 3,183 bodies were 
found dead-, and the utility of inquiry into all these deaths will scarcely 
be questioned.

War, homicide, and deaths by wild beasts are probably the principal 
causes of violent death in uncivilized countries ; but the development of 
mechanical forces in a country is not always accompanied by correspond
ing safeguards. Horses, untrained by Mr. Rarey, are at first ridden 
recklessly; carriages are upset by unskilful drivers; children are exposed 
to death; young ladies are dressed in elegant muslins, but muslins 
still inflammable, which sometimes, alas ! burn away their beauty and 
reduce them to ashes ; light-houses and life-boats are often unprovided, 
and are often of no avail. Men are destroyed by explosions in mines for 
the want of adequate ventilation; by defective machinery; and by care
lessness. In factories death arises from unfenced machinery. Railway 
accidents are sometimes accidental, sometimes the consequence of bad
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Captain Galton, R.E., in explanation of the discrepancy, makes the following remarks: 
“ I believe railway companies return to us all fatal accidents to passengers, except perhaps 
occasionally when death ensues a long time after the accident; but probably not more 
than one half the fatal accidents to their own servants are returned ; and I believe that 
many cases of fatal accidents to trespassers are not returned, - We endeavour to get as 
complete returns as we can, but the law only requires returns of accidents to passengers.”
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defined in a large number of instances: the deaths in mines are well 
described: of the deaths by burns, 2181 are referred to the clothes taking 
fire in the 5 years 1852-6, and 75 to conflagrations, but in 7,739 cases 
the circumstances are not distinguished ; the poisons are not stated, in 
many cases of death by poisoning ; the deaths by drowning are often 
obscure, but they are evidently imperfectly returned, where the cause can 
be ascertained ; we learn that 588 persons were drowned while bathing, 
215 by falling from ships and boats, 265 by shipwreck, 4 while sliding 
and skating, and in the greater part of 11,758 cases of drowning the 
information is left imperfect. Suffocation was the cause of 1,624 deaths, 
which were left unclassified. The coroners’ returns state that in 1856 
the verdict of suicide was returned in 1,314 cases; only 1,182 were dis
tinguished in the registers, owing, it is believed, to obscurities in the 
verdicts. In 195 cases of suicide, 182 of murder, 257 of manslaughter, 
2,402 of accident in the 5 years 1852-6, the means by which death was 
caused are not expressed ; thus, it is impossible to learn the total deaths 
from poisoning or from drowning, or from any particular agent, through 
these serious oversights in the coroners’ returns. In the calculations it 
has been necessary to distribute 5,328 cases of violent deaths so as to 
get approximations to the numbers of deaths by railways, mines, mecha
nical injuries, chemical injuries, and asphyxia. Yet this classification was 
expressly made to include the greatest number possible of the facts as
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arrangements, and sometimes the results of carelessness. - Drunkenness is 
frequently a cause of accidental death. rlhe examination of the whole 
series of violent deaths shows conclusively that the coroner should sit in 
every case, for the denunciation of the guilty, for the comfort of the 
innocent, and for the information of the public, who should be taught 
the nature and the extent of all the dangers by which they are surrounded: 
for some of those dangers they will learn to avoid, and many of them can 
be diminished or entirely removed. a

Whenever a death occurs suddenly it is wisely enacted that an inquest 
shall be held; and in interpreting the word “ sudden ” the fact that the 
deceased has or has not been recently visited by a legally qualified medical 
practitioner should be taken into account. Under this interpretation 
a considerable number of inquests is held on persons who die of common 
diseases, the effects of which, if scrutinized by medical witnesses, leaves 
little doubt of their nature. The supposition of violence is thus nega
tived, and this decisive result is ample compensation to - society for the 
expense. . . „

Virtually, it is true that of twenty-one thousand inquiries only a tew 
lead to the committal and, conviction of criminals ; but the utility of the 
inquest is not to be proved by the number of crimes committed) but by 
the number of crimes prevented; and it is gratifying to find that homi
cide is comparatively rare in England and Wales. Few countries present 
so low a proportion of murders, Yet, the instant that the provisions 
of the law are disregarded, and inquests are not freely held, such homi
cidal eruptions break out as the poisonings in Essex, the atrocities in 
Norfolk, which Sir James Graham feared “had resulted from an inter
ference with the duties of the office of coroner,’? and the systematic poisonings 
of Palmer, in Staffordshire, who was executed in the year (1856) * The 
increase of subtle poisons lying for sale in the shops, the increase of 
life insurance, and the immense number of violent deaths m England, 
demand the observance of all the existing safeguards of life.

* It was stated before a Committee of the House of Commons in 1851, that the con
stabulary of Staffordshire were instructed not to furnish “ notices of deaths to the 
staouiary 01 susnected. And the coroners were informed, that if
tte'y”S InquesB in ««eh oases *<* the!e

“ A—iX M-97. Se» W FP- —

The legislature, in the year 1837, extended the inquiry under the 
Registration Act so as to make it embrace the cause of every death m 
England and Wales. The informant, in registering a death, has to answer 
the question, What was the cause of death ? and in all cases of inquest on 
any dead body it was enacted (6 & 7 Gul. 4. c. 86. s. 25.), that "the jury shall 
inquire of the particulars herein required to be registered concerning the 
death, and the coroner shall inform the registrar of the finding of the 
iury, and the registrar shall make the entry accordingly.
£ a letter which was published in the Appendix to your third annual 

Report (1841) I discussed the coroners’ returns of violent and sudden 
deaths.h The defects in the “ information ” were pointed out; and in the 
vear 184.5, after further experience, you addressed a letter to coroners, 
accompanied by observations on the registration of the causes of _ violent 
deaths^ Your letter to the coroners concluded in these words : 1 con
fidently anticipate that for the future, in all cases in which inquests shall 
be held, the finding of the jury, as recorded in the register book of deaths, 
will contain all the particulars which it is desirable to ascertain.

It is gratifying to find that the “cause of death’’ as returned by the 
coroners exhibits improvement. . That the information is still very im
perfectly given in many cases will, however, be evident, upon the mos 
cursory^inspection of the Tables (pp. 162-9). Thus it wi 1 be seen 
that in the case of railway accidents the nature of the accident is not 

Table (II.)—Deaths from Railway Accidents from 1852 to 1856, both inclusive, in 
England and Wales, Scotland, and Ireland respectively, as reported to the Board of 
Trade.

Years. England and 
Wales.

Scotland, Ireland. Total.

1832 181 24 11 216
1853 243 36 26 305
1854 180 29 14 223
1855 214 14 18 246
1856 232 3° x9 281

Table (12.)

The Abstract of the Causes of Death in 
England and Wales shows that in the 
year 1856, 548 persons lost their lives 
from Violent Causes in connection with 
Railways in England and Wales. They 
are thus returned

^Similar Accidents attended with Death 
reported to the Board of Trade as
having occurred in England
WalpS in 1856;—r

and

Run over on line - - - 306 Run over on line - - - i37
Fall from carriage or engine 22 Fall from carriage or engine - 35
Collisions - s ■ - II Collisions - - - 14
Carriages off rail, &c. - - 7 Carriages off rail, &c, - •, IQ
Explosion of boiler - - 7 Explosion of boiler - I
Killed between buffer 8 Killed between buffer - T 23
Fall of earth - - 3 Fall of earth - - - Nil.
Other deaths (manner not stated) - 184 Other deaths - - - 12

Total 348 Total 232
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they were returned in 1840; and we are scarcely yet prepared for a 
more minute classification.

The Tables (pp. 162-180) contain, nevertheless, much useful informa
tion. The returns are for the five years 1852, 3, 4, 5, 6. They include 
68,554 violent deaths. On an average 13,711 such deaths were registered 
annually ; of males 10,057, of females 3fiS3‘ Thus to one female three 
males die by violence.

On an average 480 deaths are returned as occurring annually by rail
ways ; the numbers rose from 391 in 1852 to 548 in 1856. The number 
of the deaths by violence from these as well as other particular causes is 
probably understated, as it has been already remarked that the manner 
in which some accidents occur is not distinguished. Yet these numbers 
greatly exceed the deaths returned to the Board of Trade. In 1856 the 
Board received accounts of 232 deaths from railway accidents, whereas 
548 deaths were registered as having occurred in connexion with rails, 
railway carriages, and railway works. (Tables 11, 12.)

In minps 1,136 persons were killed annually ; 985 in coal mines, 151 in 
copper, tin, lead, and other mines. We hear chiefly of deaths by explo
sions in coal mines, but accurate registration shows that the deaths by 
the explosion of fire damp are 198 to 939 from other causes. The fall of 
coal, stone, &c. kills 509 men and women in mines annually, including the 
crushed; 157 fall into the pits or shafts. Few women are killed by either 
railways or mines. The deaths by all other mechanical injuries are 
4,157 annually, comprising the deaths of 3,328 males and 829 females. 
Falls from heights, scaffolds, windows, stairs, ships,—and falls in walking, 
—kill 1,077 persons annually ; of whom 253 are females, falling chiefly 
from heights, windows, or down stairs. The fall of heavy bodies kills 332 
persons annually. 1,107 persons are killed annually by horses and horse 
conveyances ; more than double the number killed by railways. The 
numbers exposed constantly to accidents of this kind are probably greater 
than the numbers exposed to accidents on railways. The accidents by 
horses and horse conveyances make less noise in the world than railway 
accidents; and it is only when the aggregate results are collected by 
registration that the truth is revealed. The returns are however defective; 
for 546 annual deaths are referred simply to fractures, leaving the cause 
of the fractures unspecified.

584 persons die aifnually by wounds ; 161 by gunshot wounds ; 233 by 
cut throat, and 190 by other wounds. A large number of these deaths 
are suicides.

3,045 persons died annually of chemical injuries, that is, almost ex
clusively by burns and scalds. 1,184 females are burnt to death; 815 
males. And how is it that so many females die this painful death ? The 
coroners have not yet enabled us to answer the question explicitly. But 
of the 451 cases where the information is given, 436 were from the clothes 
taking fire, and only 15 from fires. In the five years 1,349 females are 
stated to have died from the clothes taking fire ; 890 were girls under 
10 years of age, 173 were of the age 10-25, and the rest were women of 
higher ages. Of the 832 males who died from their clothes taking fire, 
526 were boys under 5 years of age, 226 were boys of the ages 5-16, and 
only 80 were of the age of 10 years and upwards. At these early ages 
the boys as well as the girls wear combustible clothes. Of the 3,195 males 
and the 4,544 females who died of burns, though in what way the returns 
do not state, a large number undoubtedly died in the same way. The 
discovery of these appalling facts will, it may be hoped, lead to new pre
cautions against this danger ; and probably the clothes will in the end be 
rendered by some chemical process incombustible. Of scalds by drinking 
scalding water, 142 males and 88 females, nearly all children under five 
years of age, are stated to have died. The larynx is closed in these un
happy cases, and the child is suffocated. Such deaths will be diminished 
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by greater care. Teapots and other vessels containing scalding water will 
be placed beyond the reach of the children. It will be observed that the 
young boys are more incautious than the young girls; 125 boys and 79 
girls of the*  ages 1 and under 4 died by drinking scalding water.

The deaths by lightning are so interesting in a scientific point of view 
that it was thought right ’ to give them in detail. The deaths of males 
and females at different ages, and in the several divisions and counties, are 
shown.

401 persons died annually of poisoning; and in nearly 113 cases the 
poison is not specified. Opium is the principal specified poison ; by that 
drug 125 persons are said to have died, namely, 89 by laudanum, 34 by 
opium, and 2 by morphia. 34 persons were killed annually by prussic 
acid, including 15 by the essential oil of bitter almonds. Arsenic stands 
next, and to it 27 annual deaths are referred. The salts of lead kill 
23 persons annually, the salts of mercury kill 10, oxalic acid kills 13, 
sulphuric acid (oil of vitriol) kills 15 persons annually. The deaths from 
these poisons are understated, as the 113 deaths from unspecified poisons 
are chiefly caused by them, and in some cases the poisoning is not dis-

DEATHS OF MALES to 1,000,000 Living at each of 12 Periods of Life.

DEATHS OF FEMALES to 1,000,000 Living at each of 12 Periods of Life.

Table (13.) VIOLENT DEATHS' IN ENGLAND.—Average Annual Mortality 
to 1,000,000 Living in the 5 Years 1852-.56.

No.
J 8Q
5 a 0- 5- 10- 15- 25- 85- 45— 55- 65- 75- 85-

95
 a

nd
 

up
w

ar
ds

.

Totai. of Violent Deaths 1100’7 1467*8 655’0 795*6 918*2 982*4 1145*5 1384’8 1563*9 1762*3 2228*1 3237*5 3603*9

1 Connected with Railways 52’8 8*0 15*1 35*8 58*5 88*2 83*6 78*4 60*4 60*8 40*2 16*6
2 Mines

Connected with Coal Mines - 
Connected with Copper. Tin.

116*4 1*9 11*6 153*0 183*0 177*9 156*0 133’5 97*0 68*9 17*9 16*6 -
Iron, &c. Mines - - - 17*8 *3 2*5 15*7 26*1 26*6 27*6 25*0 18*5 14*6 11*2

3 Mechanical Injuries - - 398*6 250*6 161*3 294*8 303*2 365*7 493*0 631*4 798*3 946*3 1364*0 2440*5 2803*0
4 Chemical Injuries (including 

Mortality by,’Burns and Scalds 
and Poison which see below) - 171*6 716*8 212*5 45*7 41*2 51*0 69*7 84*2 94*4 128*8 254*5 381*9 800*9

5 Asphyxia, &e., Suspension of 
Respiration! (including Mor
tality by Drowning which see 
below) - - ’ - — - 345’5 490’2 252’0 250’6 306’2 273*0 315’6 432*3 495*3 542*9 540*3 381*9

Burns and Scalds 188’5 650’6 202’1 33’4 22’5 23*6 29’5 30’8 40*1 78*6 221*0 381*9 800*9
Poisoning - - _ _ 27’2 64’5 8*7 3’2 11’0 |20*5 33’4 46’7 47’2 42’9 33*5 ■■■
Drowning - _ - _ 243’6 238’0 243’7 234’0; 264’6 214*8 224’1 255*4 259*3 286’8 310*3 149*4 -

Note.—In calculating the annual mortality, the number of deaths of persons whose ages were not stated has been 
proportionally distributed over the different ages in the Table; the number of deaths referred to violence, of which the 
kind was not distinguished, has also been proportionally distributed over the different classes.

Total of Violent Deaths 385*3 1143*4 441*9 169*5 143*0 123*6 172*8 280*1 877*4 745*7 1816*0 4153*5 4580*2

1 Connected with Railways 4*2 4*8 3*6 3*7 1*9 2*5 4*5 6*1 7*2 13*1 10*3 21*7
2 Mines

Connected with Coal Mines -
Connected with Copper, Tin, 

Iren, &c. Mines - - -

1*0

*2

*4 *4

*2

1*5 2*3

*4

*6

*1

*6 1*1

' *8

1*2

*7

1 
I 1 1 1 
1

3 Mechanical Injuries - 93*7 176*7 45*0 31*4 25*6 83*8 50*2 88*4 145*4 366*8 1039*2 2375*0 2081*9
4 Chemical Injuries (including 

Mortality byBurns and Scalds 
and Poison which see below) - 181*4 602*7 346*3 102*0 52*8 35*4 46*8 77*5 101*0 219*4 686*2 1648*4 2498*3

5 Asphyxia, &c.. Suspension of 
Respiration (including Mor
tality by Drowning which see 
below) - - - - 104*8 358*8 46*4 30*9 60*0 51*2 70*2 106*2 122*6 146*2 180*8 108*4

Burns and Scalds 161*0 556*0 339*8 98*6 85*0 21*7 27*4 47*9 71*9 193*2 600*2 1605*0 2498*3
Poisoning - 19*5 45*6 5*9 2*6 16*7 12*2 19*0 29*0 28*8 25*5 36*0 43’4
Drowning - - - - 59*0 134*4 41*6j 29*2 52*1 38*1 44*7 60*2 69*1 82*1 80*6 43*4 -
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covered, and the death is ascribed erroneously to disease.. The deaths 
by poisons are murders, manslaughters, suicides, or accidents.. They 
would be greatly diminished if solid opium, laudanum, prussic, acid, 
essential oil of bitter almonds, arsenic, sugar of lead, corrosive sublimate, 
oil of vitriol,' oxalic acid, were only retailed upon the production of a

Table (14.)—SUICIDES IN ENGLAND AND WALES. Average Annual
Mortality to 1,000,000 living in the Five Years 1852-56.

DEATHS OF MALES to 1,000,000 Living at 12 different Periods of Life.

No.
98

10- 15- 25— 35— 45- 55- 65— 75— 85-

95
 an

d 
up

w
ar
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. |

Suicides -■ - ’ - 85'1 8'8 40’1 80’0 138'4 240'0 811'1 295'6 252'4 136'2

Connected with Railways •2 — •1 '3 ’ *4 •8 •4 7 ■ - ' -
■

1 Mines.
Connected with Coal Mines - •2 _ •1 •1 — •5 •4 2'2 - ■ - -
Connected with Copper, Tin,

Iron, &c. Mines - - — ■r*
2 Mechanical Injuries (in-

eluding Mortality by Cut-throat 
and Gunshot Wounds, wWi 
see below} - - - 25'7 '2 10'0 27'2 54'6 66'4 85'1 74'1 77'5 60'6 -

3 Chemical Injuries (including
Mortality by Poison, which see 
below) - ‘ - 6'9 —■ 4'4 9'6 14’0 18'9 14'8 16'5 9'9 - '

4 Asphyxia, &c. Suspension. of
Respiration (including Mor-
tality by Drowning and Hang
ing, which see below) -

Cut Tproat - •«

52'1 8'6 25'5 42'8 69’2 153'4 210'4 202'1 165'0 75'6 =

18'5 3'4 19’4 40’3 52'2 62'9 59'9 50'5 45'4 -

Gunshot Wounds ML - 4'9 •2 6’0 5'9 7'9 3'7 15'6 6'9 12'6 ““

Poisoning- - - - 6'9 — 4’3 9'5 14'0 18’9 14'8 16'5 9’9

Drowning t - - - -
Drowning, including the Num-

9'8 ■ «6 5'8 ll’D 17’4 26’0 33'7 29'3 14’7

bers found drowned .although 
not returned as Suicides -■ 85'1 34'9 67’3 85'9 119'9 143’8 151'6 139’5 167'8 66'4 —

Hanging - - - - - 89’8 2'6 18’3 80’0 49’8 120'0 1677 159'0 147’2 73’6

* In 1856 the suicides distinguishable in the registers were 1,182 ; the coroners’ returns 
in Mr. Bedgrave’s Tables (p. vii.) make the suicides 1,314, from which a few should be 
deducted for the duplicate return.
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Suicides - - - -- 32'3 2'8 30'2 33’3 49’3 83'6 80'2 84'0 43'8 50'9 1
Connected with BA ilways — 4, — , f. - ' - -

1 MINES ~
Connected with Coal Mines - •1 ■2 •2 - — •2 - - - -
Connected, with COPPER, UN, ■__

Iron, &c. Mines -
2 Mechanical Injuries , (in;

eluding Mortality by Cut-throat 
and Gun-shot Wounds, wAU'/i 
see below} - - - 6'5 — 8'5 7'6 10'5 18’8 15'8 21’8 9'4 20'4

3 Chemical Injuries (including
Mortality by Poison, which see 
below) - - - - 5'6 •4 7'2 5'7 10'3 14'1 10'6 6'2 7'8 7^5'

4 Asphyxia, ' &c. . Suspension^ of
Respiration (including JMor-
tality by Drowning and Hang*  

which see below) 20'1 2'2 19'8 23'0 28'5 51'0 53'8 56'0 26'6 30'3.

Cut Throat - - - 5'2 _ 2'5 6'1 9'2 14'8 13'4 17'2 6'3 10'2 -

'Gun-shot Wounds - - ■ -A. ■ — •2 •3 —

•4 7*2 5’6 10'1 14'1 10'6 6’2 7’8 — -—
Poisoning 
Drowning - - 8'4 1'4 13'5 10'8 10'1 15'1 15'3 15'2 6'8 10'2

Drowning, including the Num-
bers found drowned. although 
not returned as Suicides - 297 11'0 33'9 26'7 30'2 46'8 48'0 46'9 377 217-

Hanging - - - ~ 11'1 ■8 5'3 8'5 17'4 35'0 : 35'8 37'7 18'8 29'4

■Hato —Tn calculating the Annual Mortality the Deaths of Persons whose Ages were, not stated have been 
J rnnortionallv over the different Ages in the Table. The Deaths referred to Suicide (manner not 

Attributed l,r°P°^“"ad.^rib’I proportionally over the various classes. The numbers are still under-stated, 
andshouW berais^ed about one ninth |»rt if the coroners’ returns to the Home Office be taken as the basis of

an estimate.
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medical prescription. Quack medicines, overdoses, and improper medicines 
are stated to have caused 183 deaths in five years.

3,826 annual deaths are the result of interrupted respiration (asphyxia), 
including 2,^66 deaths' by drowning. These returns are incomplete. 
Persons drowned at sea, whose bodies are not washed on the English shores, 
are. not registered; hence large numbers of the maritime population 
perishing in the sea remain unregistered. Of the dying by drowning 
2,044 were males, 522 were females; they were generally adults. Bathing, 
shipwreck, falls overboard, are the principal assigned circumstances to 
which drowning is referred, but the circumstances are unassigned in 
nearly 2,332 cases.

Suffocation is stated to have caused 708 deaths annually ; it was referred 
to choking by food in 37 cases, bedclothes in 183 cases, overlaying in 
106 cases, mephitic gas in 16 cases, limekilns in 13 cases, charcoal in 
3 cases. But the cause of suffocation was not stated in nearly half the 
cages.

494 persons die by hanging every year, 384 males and no females; and 
30 are strangled annually.

Some of the persons executed have not been distinguished in the 
registers from other persons hanged; instead of 33, the number actually 
executed in the five years was 43,

I have already referred to the imperfect returns of 193 suicides, 182 
murders, 237 manslaughters, 2,402 accidents, 1,684 injuries. Often the 
way is not ascertained in which infanticide is committed.

Suicides.

1,083 suicides were returned annually so as io be distinguishable in the 
register*,  which is probably less by a tenth than the numbers actually 
distinguished. Hanging is the most common form of suicide ; cut-throat 
and . drowning stand next in the order of frequency : eight-tenths of the 
suicides are committed in one of these three ways.

The tables show how a few of the murders and manslaughters were 
committed. The information is very defective,

The annexed Tables show some of the most striking results deducible 
from the returns in their present state. (Tables 13, 14, 15.)

Table (15.)—MURDERS AND INFANTICIDES AND MANSLAUGHTERS IN 
ENGLAND AND WALES.—Average Annual Mortality to 1,000,000 Living 
in the 5 Years 1852-56.

DEATHS OF MALES to 1,000,000 Living at each of 12 different Periods of Life,
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Mubdbrs and Infanticides 12’8 68’8 1'6 1'6 8’9 7'0 4'9 8’8 2'8 8'6 6'0 7
Manslaughters - - 8'0 2'3 2'0 2'8 8'9 127 18’J 18'9 8’0 9’4 11’9 -

Note?—In calculating the annual mortality the deaths of persons whose ages were not; stated have been 
distributed proportionally over the different ages in the Table.

DEATHS OF FEMALES to 1,000,000 Living at each of 12 different Periods of Life,

Murders and Infanticides 9'7 «9'1 2’4 •8 ■8 2'7 2'7 4’0 4'0 4'4 9'4
Manslaughters - - - 2'4 8'0 0'7 1'4 1'8 8’6 2'0 8’2 4’0 8'1 4'7 10'2 -j
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V. Suggested Improvements in the Coroner’s Inquest.
The inconceivable importance of these inquiries will be evident from 

the number of the violent deaths, which exceed the deaths in all our wars, 
and may undoubtedly be prevented to a large extent.

The contentions of the county coroners and the magistrates have already 
been referred to. The county coroners pay the expenses of inquests, and 
are afterwards reimbursed out of the bounty rate’s. By a decision of 
the courts of law, the magistrates consider themselves justified in deciding 
in every case after the inquest has been held whether it Was “ necessary. 
If they consider it unnecessary, they stop the coroners’ fees. ^The utility 
of the coroner’s office is greatly impaired by this state of things. The 
cause of death is sometimes not ascertained. He ceases to be responsi ble 
for holding inquests, which are disallowed on no settled principles. 
Cases occur in which the coroners refuse to hold inquests on the bodies 
of persons dying by violence, dying suddenly, or found dead;and in other 
cases they hold inquests for which they are mulcted to the full extent of 
their fees and allowances. The coroner is thus degraded m the eyes of the 
country. His is a high judicial office, and yet it is assumed that- for the 
sake of putting a fee in his pocket he will hold an unauthorized useless 
inquest on a dead body. The censorship is an invidious office, and is^as 
injurious to the magistrates as it is to the coroner. They _are appointed 
by the crown; he is elected by the freeholders. The jurisdictions of the 
offices are sometimes conflicting. The coroner holds inquests in prisons, 
and in county lunatic asylums, which are under the control of the magis
trates. The magistrates are not elected by the ratepayers ; and their 
limitation of the expenditure on an institution which has the. protection 
of the life of the people for its object is viewed with suspicion. No 
unseemly disputes appear to have arisen in boroughs where the coroners 
are paid by the representatives of the ratepayers. .

All the expenses of the county coroners are now paid out of the county 
rates. They were formerly paid out of the poor rates it is believed, with 
the exception of the coroner’s fees. And more inquests are now required 
than were necessary formerly, when violent deaths were of rare occurrence. 
The aim of the magistrates is apparently to keep down the county rates. 
But it has been seen that all the expenses of inquests amounted to 
67,000/. This is a small portion of the county rate. . The 324 coroners 
of ihe whole of England and Wales received 29,068/. m fees in the year 
18 <6; or rather less on an average than 90Z. each. After deducting 9J 
coroners who held less than ten inquests each in the year, the incomes of 
the rest was about 123L on an average. The highest income amounted 
to 1.602/. The mileage was fixed in the last century, and is evidently 
too low in many districts. The coroners pay the salaries of their deputy 
coroners and clerks out of ihe above incomes.

Of all judicial officers the coroner appears to be paid on the lowest 
scale. Yet his office is subordinate to none in importance. Its require
ments are high. He should inspire public confidence by his intellectual 
as well as by his moral qualities. Without a knowledge of mefficd juris
prudence in its extensive sense, it is impossible to conduct satisfactorily 
an inquiry into the causes of deaths, often surrounded by, wusual 
obscurity/ His duties are by no means attractive. He is liable to be 
called upon to hold inquests at all times. The inquiries are often pro
tracted. It is his duty to view the dead bodies in all their revolting 
changes. His mind is conversant chiefly with deadly ̂ accidents , with 
the sudden deaths from which people pray to be delivered; with suicides; 
with infanticides; with manslaughters; with dismal murders, which no 
poet’s art uan turn into tragedies. , . .__

It is the'men undertaking all these painful duties whose pay is con- 
stantly Hable to be disputed by the magistrates*  And no other judicial
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officer is paid in the same precarious way. What would be thought a 
proposa! Jo make the pay of the county court judges depend on thTnumber 
of their decisions, and to allow them to adjudicate only in such a number 
of cases^as the county magistrates cpn§i$er reasonable. The judges are 
coro? T°T’t’ when their Visions are reversed. The c£ 

T / England, the Lord Cliief .Justice, is not paid by-fXZd 
^steadof a precarious income he enjoys a certain saFary, with a vested 
by the lustlces^hi. .T\Corflonef is, Paid which can be withheld 
he\t ^ X"on toS».UCtaaf?SS » old and disabled,

The subject is so important that it should be ihquired'into And tho 
^Wative merits °f tbe P^y ^s and by salary sWd be ca?effij]y 
weighed. The unseemly contention between two high classes of thp 
mh nLJU.i e 8hOnId be b£00«Wt<> a Close. When Scoria 
SS .1 ? ? uP°n a proper footing, several improvements might bebe ]a^ Certain Sassesof casSUd

in which inquests should -invariably be held : and others 
that -held °? - ie ..c?roner’s responsibility. It should be proclaimed 
that the inquest involves no suspicion; as indeed its most imnoXnt 
function is to dissipate unfounded suspicions. Without, an examination 
+hJhe organ? of the bod7> and often without an analysis of their contents 
And °f deat.h cannot be determined, either negatively or affirmatively 
mI(befltFnffieXa“lnatliOnrWO^ld be most satisfactorily inducted by one 
medical officer in each district, who would become by experience exulrt 

Sagacipus > Judgment. He might undergo, before Ms 
appointment, a special examination in medical jurisprudence and Kp vmL 
properly the health .officer of the district.. ' JurisPrudence, and be very 
;ai^le^leJi8^llg^ht®are scWulously respected, and the selection 
s left m the hands of the freeholders, it would perhaps be found nossibte

of S3 juX"d0'"VylnS ,he poBee68ion of a knowledge 

™5heSj-mprovem?lt8w<,uIli 'I'eC6ssarilyraisethis important office to it. 
proper digmty, and greatly increase its public utility/ The cauX ot 

"€ert*faed- of hi S ,£

I have the honour to; be, 
Sir,

Your obedient and humble servant 
WILLIAM FARR. ;
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REPORT

TO THE

Begistrar General on the Internatxonal Statistical Congress 
at Vienna, by William Fare, M.D., F.R.S., DLL.

’ fU Th?Congressmet at mid-day on Monday, August 31st m the Chamber

; & a discourse, of which the following » a translation :—
' . KcjSS"Ahe C^SyM

d the GOT«nt, having obtained the gracious permission 
beheld, than the government, & nPcessarv arrangements for 
of His Majesty, immediately made tho ne^r ar

Bs: 2XXCe”inr the =^U™dSu«I

entertained in Austria, a^J-. r official Statistics we have not failed

&°of‘t“ i^XnX^ce" on oCS °U 
comparing observations, progress in the Sciences oaseu 
.^t^position which the solmice of ^es

State of Europe, this alone is required for its completion. _______ .

* M. Quetelet. 
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since statistics is no longer viewed as a mere theoretical science for 
the gratification of the curiosity of the learned ; since, on the contrary, 
it specially subserves the practical ends of political society, and lends its 
service.to administrations<ras well in determining the value of existing 
institutions and laws as in weighing measures not yet carried out; 
since statistics, I say, has obtained such an important place in cur 
governmental system, your investigations are neither arrested by the 
fulness of its materials nor by thb manifold nature of its subjects. It is, 
then, above all essential to establish such an order and subdivision of 
the materials as may render it possible to represent the observations in 
the several countries under the same point of view, and thus to establish 
truths and laws which the human mind could never divine by pure 
speculation.

’ “ This is without doubt a great and difficult problem, and therefore 
deserving' of the zeal with which you have undertaken its solution. If 
you make -your observations the common property of all, if you impress 
upon them-the stamp of a loftier truth,, ff, you place the results deduced 
from the facts in a clearer light, will you not thereby aid the, Govern
ments in accomplishing their special mission, the improvement of the 
politicals condition. and of 'the moral and material well-being of the 
people?

“ And if you, through a uniform system of statistical .tables and a 
uriiform nomenclature, bring the Statistics-sof.the, various, states nearer to 
each other, do you not '’share my opinion that this'uniformity in the 
form wilt react on the material, and ultimately bring about an approxi
mation in the laws and institutions ? I can therefore safely say that 
this day, in the midst of us, you resume your labours and devote your
selves to the study of a problem in civilization, the solution, of which, 
rest assured, will'obtain the sympathy of all governments and the applause 
of all nations.” Hgfea

His Excellency then addressed the German members, and congratulated 
them on this' first meeting of the Congress on German ground. He 
reminded them that the necessity of statistical’.-'unity applied with two
fold force to Germany, and suggested that it would be a happy circum
stance,, if'Out of-the meeting a more intimate connection arose between the 
Statistical Departments of German States. -.This- would also promote the 
great end of the Congress. He then thus concluded his address :*

* Translated from the German Report in the Wiener Zeitung, No. 200. The first part 
of the Address was delivered in French.

“ I conclude, Gentlemdh’, by assuring you of the entire sympathy 
of the Imperial Government, which follows your labors with the greatest 
interest; and I express its sincere wishes - that the third meeting bf the 
Statisfibal Congress may be as rich in useful results as the two which 
preceded it.”

His Excellency’s speech was warmly applauded.
Baron Czcernig, the^resident elect, occupied the chair; supported by 

the Official Delegates, who, were, nominated Vice Presidents. M. Quetelet, 
in a brief statement, described the objects for which the Congress was 
founded.

Reports of Delegates from the Governments of the States 
of Europe.

All the principal States of Europe, except Naples, have sent delegates 
to. the Congresses. Sardinia and Prussia, however, sent no delegates to 
Vienna; Russia, Turkey, and Spain sent delegates to the Congress there 
for the first time. As is usual the delegates of those States gave-an 
account of the national statistics.

O 8
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Daoud Effendi, the representative of the Sublime Porte, expressed, the 
interest with which the first meeting of the Congress had been regarded 
in Turkey. And he anticipated the greatest advantage from the results 
of their deliberations, which would lessen the difficulties of the Govern
ment in the establishment of a system of statistics in his country.

As nothing would possess greater interest than correct statistics of this 
vast and important Empire, connecting Europe and Asia, so nothing 
probably would be more advantageous to the Sultan’s Governments

His speech, characterized by brevity and truth, was well received. 
Than Daoud Effendi the Turkish Government could scarcely have had an 
abler representative. He is the author of an excellent classified arrange
ment of the Anglo-Saxon and other ancient German laws and institutes.

Count Ribaldo said that in Spain a central commission had been 
appointed under the presidency of the Duke of Valencia, which in con
junction with local commissions had been charged to take a census. 
This great statistical report would speedily be published; it had been 
drawn up with a special regard to the recommendations of the Congress;

Baron Reden gave a short account of the statistical operations in 
Brunswick.

M. Vernadzky, the Councillor of State who represented Russia, traced 
the statistical records of the empire from the year 1246 down to the 
present date ; giving an interesting account of the various methods which 
the Imperial Government employs in procuring information.

Peter the Great and Catherine--—like Augustus in Rome, William the 
First of England, the Emperor Napoleon the First, and all great adminis
trators,—perceived the importance of obtaining information in a statistical 
form, so as to be able to analyze all the forces and products of their 
dominions.

A statistical committee, M. Vernadzky said, was founded in 1802, and 
still exists. It is connected with 33 committees in the provinces; and 
the Minister of the Interior has since 1852 directed several expeditions 
for statistical enquiry to be undertaken. .The statistical section of the 
Geographical Society and other bodies devote themselves to particular 
inquiries.

Russia is at present acting in the spirit which Tegoborski displayed, 
and is making laudable efforts to place on a sound footing the statistics 
of the empire—presenting on several accounts unusual difficulties to 
statistical inquiry. An improved census, which is the basis of statistics, 
is likely to be soon undertaken.

M. Hopf, Finance Councillor, well known in England as the Manager 
of the Gotha Insurance Office, gave an account of Saxe-Meiningen, 
Saxe-Altenburg, and Saxe-Coburg.

M. Rathgen reported that in Saxe-Weimar, ever since 1816, annual 
reports of the population, and of the births, deaths, and marriages had 
been obtained. The summary of the results was published in the State 
Manuals and the Weimar Zeitung, which contained also statistical reports 
on the property in land, on mortgages, and on finance ; also judicial 
statistics,

Mayer von Knonau reported, that the Swiss Confederation had not,- as 
such, any statistical department; and the absence of this had only been 
supplied by the unwearied industry of Franscini, the Minister of the 
Interior, in the contributions to the statistics of Switzerland, which were 
continued down to the date of his death. In the Cantonal Reports 
important statistics might be found, but they were of limited extent and 
view. Cartography had been diligently studied. In fine, both the Con
federation and the several Cantons were devoting increased attention to 
physical statistics.

M. Faul, Chancery Councillor, said that in Mecklenburg-Schwerin a 
statistical commission had been constituted of members of the principal 
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state offices in 1851. The commission had published various reports in 
the Mecklenburg Archives.

Baron Baumhauer mentioned that in Holland medical reform bills had 
been introduced into the Chambers, and that it had been proposed in 
a public burial bill to render the grant of medical certificates of the cause 
of death compulsory. This bill had not yet passed. A grant of 3000 
florins would be asked for with a view to establish a central commission of 
statistics. An essential improvement of the census law is in preparation. 
The statistics of Holland—it may here be remarked—occupy a high place, 
from the value of their information, their form of publication, and the 
able commentaries of Baron Baumhauer.

Professor Wappaus said that in Hanover a new director of the statis
tical department had since 1855 introduced great improvements in the 
statistical publications of that kingdom. The two last publications gave 
the results of the censuses of population 1852-5, and of the enumeration 
of the cattle in 1853 ; also returns of deaths in 1853-5.

Baron Sick stated that in Wurtemburg a central statistical commission 
had been formed by attaching representatives from the several offices to 
the Statistical and Topographical Department. The commission could 
take up any subject and meet at any ministry. Among its labours may 
be mentioned the summary of the births and deaths in the years 1846-56.

Professor Aschehoug, of Norway, said that the statistical office there 
embraced all branches of the administration, except the administration of 
justice, public education, and certain branches of finance. It is occupied 
mainly on the census of 1855, the statistics of industry, commerce, 
shipping, and the returns of births, deaths, and marriages. The land 
valuation had, on account of its practical bearing, attracted great attention. 
The statistics of this fine people are full of interest.

Under the regulations the business of the Congress was transacted 
either in German or in French. At this stage I made the following
report on the progress of official statistics in England :—

“ L’Angleterre^ des la premiere reunion du Congres International de 
Statistique a toujours compris son importance et sa grande utilite. C’est 
ainsi que le Gouvemement de Sa Majeste la Reine a nomme deux repre
sentants a Vienne comme a Paris. Malheureusement mon collegue, 
M. Fonblanque, tombe malade en route, ne peut assister a nos reunions. 
Vous regretterez avec moi, Messieurs, son absence et la cause de cette 
absence. Il avait prepare une note sur le progres de la Statistique Com- 
merciale en Angleterre depuis la seconde reunion du Congres. Avec la 
permission de 1’Assemblee je vous en donnerai tout a 1’heure lecture en 
Anglais. En ce qui me concerne je ne vous entretiendrai que des 
changemens qui ont eu lieu dans la Statistique Officielle depuis la derniere 
reunion du Congres—et dont quelques uns sont dus a vos deliberations.

“ L’etat des recettes, des depenses, et de la dette publique est publie 
annuellement depuis longtemps, et avec beaucoup de details.

. “ J’ai 1’honneur de mettre sous vos yeux un exemplaire de 1’fitat Finan
cier (Finance Accounts) pour 1’annee qui a fini le 31 Mars 1857. Vous 
y verrez que les recettes se sont elevees a 75,350,825I., ou a peu pres 
a 753?5°8j25° florins. Voila les revenus enormes que le peuple a voulu 
voter par ses representants, et qu’il a pu vouer sans gene, a la chose pub
lique sous 1’empire vivifiant de la libre concurrence. Les depenses n’ont 
4te que de 68,097,2871, ou a peu pres de 680,972,870 florins. L’interet 
de la dette publique a ete 28,681,177/., ou a peu pres a 286,811,770florins.

“ J’ai 1’honneur de placer sous vos yeux d’autres documents entierement 
nouveaux ; ce sont les Rapports raisonnes de 1’administration des Douanes, 
des Recettes per§ues a 1’interieur ; et du produit de la Poste. On y trouve 
des explications et des resumes historiques d’un tres grand interet.

“ Je dois reconnaitre que la classification des faits n’a pas ete inspiree 
par la statistique; et qu’il y manque notamment le Tableau de la fortune de
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dont parle M. le Chevalier Hock dans sa note lumineuse, et dont 
nous serons, sans doute, unanimes a reconnaitre la necessite. Des comptes 
communaux sont publies annuellement par 1’administration des pauvres. 
D’apres le dernier de ces comptes les recettes de 1856 pour 1’Angleterre 
et le pays de Galles etaient de 8,496,458/., ou a peu pres de 84,964,580 
florins; les depenses de 8,212,012/., ou a peu pres 82,120,120 florins^ 
Cette somme ne comprend pas les depenses des routes de tout genre, hi 
quelques autres depenses locales.
, “Pour la redaction de ces divers etats je crois que nous profiterons 
largement des travaux de la troisieme section................

“Il faut constamment se rappeler qu’en ce- qui concerne les finances de 
I’etat ilnAsaurait y avoir de, terme moyen entre le silence absolu ej; la 
publication franche et loyale de la verite. Les capitalistes peuvent 
toujours faire payer cher le silence, et encore plus cher limperfection des 
comptes publics ; ils nous pardonneront, si,: dans I’interet de la science, 
nous leur enlevons a jamais cet avantage, qui, vraiment, a la fin, not 
enriches them, and makes uspoor indeed. ; , : :

* “ En ce qui.concerne 1’Irlande et 1’Ecosse des,rapports annuels font con- 
naitre les superficies consacrees aux diverses cultures, et contiehnent dep 
evaluations plus ou moins exactes sur les produits agricoles, ^tTsur-le 
fiombredes animaux doipestiques.,.^

“Lord Stanley d’Alderley, Ministre du Commerce, a compris toute 
TutiliU de 1’extension de la statistique agricole a 1’Angleterre, proprement 
dite, et nous esperons que dans l’interet de 1’agriculture, meme,, la.legisla
ture adoptera le projet de loi qui lui a ete soumis a cet effet.par M. Gaird, 
agronome Anglais des plus eclaires. Je mets sous vos yeux un exemplaire 
du'Rapport sur les produits agricoles de 1’Irlande en 1855.

“Lord Brougham, prenant en consideration particulierement les recom
mendations du Congres de Paris, a soumis un projet de loi sur la statistique 
judiciaire a la Chambre des Pairs ; et M. Redgrave a maugure la reforme 
de cette statistique dans-1’Angleterre. Je depose sur le bureau du Congres 
un exemplaire de la premiere partie de son travail.

“Nous possedons de tres bonnes cartes a 1’echelle de 1-10560 pour 
1’Irlande, et de bonnes cartes pour la plus grande, partie de1’Angleterre, 
et pour une partie de 1’Ecosse a 1’echelle de 1-63360. Conformement aux 
recommendations du Congres de Bruxelles le Gouvernementde sa Majeste 
s’est determine a faire dresser des cartes generales a 1’echelle de 1-25.00, 
et des cartes des villes a 1’echelle de 1-500. Deja les cartes de plusieurs 
comtes et de plusieurs villes ont ete dressees sur ces echelles. Ce travail 
a etemalheureusement suspendu. Les a vantages quoffnrait une carte 
de 1’Europe A line echelle uniforme sont evidents : ils ont ete demontres 
A la Chambre par le Vicomte Palmerston ; et nous croyons qujls serpnt 
apprecies par la commission royale qui est chargee de 1 examen de la 
Question. Une grande majorite des savans de 1’Angleterre a exprime 
des vues qui sont en complet accord avec celles du Congres. Je depose 
sur la table le dernier Rapport du Colonel James : il contient des specimens 
remarquables des cartes que 1’on a deja executees et des reductions a 1 aide 
de la photographic. „ , , -i •

“Le Registrar-General vient de publier son 18™ Rapport, et il,pne le 
Congresd’en accepter deux exemplaires. , . - ‘ '

“ Je me suis occupe dernierement d’une enquete sur laquelleje demanderai 
au Congres la permission d’appeler son attention ; c’est 1 organisation du 
travail,—ou plutdt la classification de la population par professions. La 
quatrieme section du Congres rendra des services des .plus importants; 
elle a en vue particulierement les produits de fl’industne: 1 enquete dont 
ie parle regarde speeialement la disposition. et la condition variable des 
hommes,—maitres et ouvriers. Je depose sur le bureau notre questionaire. 
Je dirai seulement que nous avons commence notre enquete par la pro
fession des mineurs, qui sont en grand, nombre chez nous, Bn. 18,51. on
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iwSde*«  i82>i8° »
tfJe ne dirai rienquant a present de leur condition economique. Je 

XoTTi^faiT r?itre que/es hommes Cessans souXnt de 
rapports a legard de leur sante souffrent beaucoup dans certaines 
circonstances et en aucune maniere dans d’autres. La mortality sur ? 1 000 

de c’est le double de Ua d la population male generale aux memes ages. On croirait 
nolh? l?U+nTte moftallt^excoPtionnelIe esf due au travail souterrain 
JZL d aiireYeottlt®s, ou les mines sont sur la plus

la ^rtalite n’est que de » Par nnlle. Nous ferons connaitre les causes de 1’exces de lamortalite; 
ce ffenreent,qf Ges causes ne sont point du tout inhdrentes a 
desgSinesd * 1 ’ quelle! Peuvent au contraire disparaitre de 1’industrie

de ^re?ussi des, recherehes recentes sur la mortality
connXS Ti <Con^® voUdra bie11 en; prendre 
fussfenGfXt IlsefaitJ1V®ment%deSirerquG des recherches semblables 
commo von! SUr t0UtG! leS aTees de rEur°Pe- Le soldat Anglais, 
onNi ® . ™ s savez’ tr°nve dans tons Jes climats; et < la mortal 
|ada eProuvee^ pendant les dermeres annees est de 33 phr rb'po. 
L 1r°Upe! 1en- AnSleAte^e est de 18, sur 1000 ; tandis que
est dP de la P°Pulatlon “ale aux Sges correspofidants (20-40) 

a —r81 des troupes est telle que le pfiyi
mOTulitZnlXplTp °Ur11 nG devrai5 en Perdre quW, suivant la loi.defe 
nav<p10’p J - q11 7 .9°nstatons s3 les faits sont les mfimes dans les autres 
PrSp?r2 1 la Statistique de ’repondre. S’il en dtait ainsi on pourfait 
faSXw AqUe le ’S° dv I1Vftnt Paisiblement en garnison est soumis 
rSrPhpf?^ a mortal^e double'de celle des autres hommes..: Des 
bSn JvMpnS ? jh? no+usrdembntreht cependant 1’existence des causes 
bien evidentes de la mortahte excessive du soldat ;. et quelques unes de- 
CbinbTmemhJ61^ 61Q\gn®es’ notamnieht 1’encombrement des casernes.

+ e U C°n.greS1 n1°US ne saurions gtre Partisans de la paix^ 
tL" P ^et e+nC°re m0ih8 de la guerre son Prix actuel: nous ne de^nsi 
toemepasdfscuter ces. questions ;mais s’il nous appartient d’employer la 
fi r?116 alan?Plwratmn-de la population civile nous pouvons iplus’ 
forte raison l apphquer a amehorer I’&at sanitaire. des armies. Dan? ce 
^^^datePW^fr^ continuer a mourir sur le champ de battaille, 
mais il succomberont en moms grand nombre qu’ a present aux maladies' 

ShSixx^pita ux “Uitaire >’et dont ils ont 6t6 atteints de-
verreznoubni’A'ngialS’ au,lieude.le traduire en mauvais Fran§ais. VouA 
verrez que 1 Angleterre s est vraiment associee a vos honorables travaux— ' 
ces travaux qui ont comment^ a Bruxelles sous les auspices de 1’un des 

deI’Eu<d'P^iui ont pris un grand d6veloppement 
SoflSr ? T1 recevront’ Je crois,un nouvel elan deslumi^res et de la 
S ?HTptlGn*1,(5otlvernem^ de cevaste Umpire, qui nous a re§us dans 

caPltale avec ta«t de bienveiliance. Nous appr^cifihs tous le 
an den TTfern derDonau n que M. le Ministfe du Commerce 

a bien voulu nous adresser hier.” ’
Report of Statistical Progress-in the Department of the Board of Trade 

by A. W. Fonblanque, Esq. ?
Smce the meeting of the second International Congress in Paris the*  

Statistical Department of the Board of Trade has, in addition,to its usual 
semLaccounts, published a volume of the general resources and trade of 
the British Colonies and Dependencies, and also an abstract of the
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Statistics ofthe Hanse Towns ; Holland, with Java and Sumatra; France, 

a ,The Monthly Accounts of the Trade and Navigation of the United 
Kingdom have been completely revised and greatly enlarged and improved 
since 1836. The most important new feature is the introduction of the 
principai countries from and . to which the chief articles of British Irade 
are imported and exported ; and a Quarterly Account of the Declared 
Value of the British Exports to each Foreign Country and British 
Possession has been appended during the present year. .

In addition to these improvements steps have been taken for ensuring 
the issue of the Monthly and Annual Trade Publications at the earliest 
possible period, the government having authorized several measures in 
various departments for expediting the collection and compilation ot the 
particulars contained in them.

The most important work published by this Department, “The Annual 
Statement of the Trade and Navigation of the United Kingdom,. is ndw 
issued within ten months after tlie. .cWe^pf the year .to which it relates^ 
but will, in future,most probably.be Wed at UMhf^arhdr.d^ . .

The Annual Trade Volume of Frahce is usually published within eight 
ftonths after the close of the year. ®

The Meteorological Department of the Board of Trade, under Admiral 
FitzRoy, was established early in 1855**  , . ...

During so short a period as has since elapsed much production could 
not be expected, as time has been devoted to the collection and preparation 
of materials rather than to their publication, yet some advance has been

A series of fourteen large wind charts for most parts of the world has 
^A quTrtowlume of reduced and tabulated observations, with various- 
papers and diagrams, has been published; and a full report of the state 
and progress ofthe work undertaken has been laid before Parliament. •

More than twd hundred ships in the mercantile navy, and nearly all 
the ships of war in commission, are now supplied with tested and reliable 
instruments, besides books and charts, at the public cost. -

The captains of most of those merchant ships, and some of the men of 
war, have already returned a large number of well-filled and valuable 

sixty collecting books, adapted to the various 
,S“(i?a^Xnby!AdiXri1T'itzB^y and by J. H. Brown, Esq., Registrar of 
Merchant Seamen, forwarded through Mr. Fonblanque, were handed in.)

: The meeting, at the instance of the President, expressed its regret at the 
•.absence of Mr. Fonblanque through illness.

M. Heuschling reported that the Belgian census, placed on a new and 
better footing, was taken on 31st December 1856. The general results 
•are already published. They were deduced from the returns by a sub: 
Commission under the direction of M. Visschers. An improvement in 
reporting the causes of death is now m operation. In continuation of 
the decennial report on the whole statistics of Belgium an annual 
report is to be published ; the first number has recently appeared. 
Belgium still maintains its eminent position by these publications. .

On the third day Baron Lasser presented, on the part of the Minister 
of the Interior (Baron Bach), a work by Dr. Wurzbach, in two volumes, 
on the statistics of Austrian literature, and expressed a hope that the 
statistics of literature might figure in the next program.

M Legott, who is at the head of the statistical department in France, 
and has greatly contributed to the recent progress of statistics in that 
empire/then gave a rapid sketch of the official statistics. Napoleon I., who

M. Legoyt has published his statement, of which I have- availed mvself in this 
Fn t£S1ir- FoFthe statements of the other official Delegates, I have relied on the reports 
in the Wiener Zeitung, which, though brief are, I believe, substantially correct. P
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ItappHy defined statistics—as the complement of the financial budget— 
the budget ofthings (budget des choses'), founded an organized statistical 
department in i8oz> Since the peace it has published several remarkable 
works; some periodical, others occasional. The periodical publications 
include (1) the finance returns, (a) the conscription reports, (3) tie 
return of French imports and exports, and other foreign commercial 
returns, (4) the mineral statistics, (5). a return of the Minister of 
yfoance ot the tonnage and voyages of vessels upon navigable rivers. 
(6) colonial statistics, (7) statistics of friendly societies, which through 
the encouragement of the government have grown up everywhere lately 
a® “ J*?"  enchantment, (8) criminal statistics (since 1825), (9) the judicial 
statistics of the civil courts, (10) prison statistics. Among the occasional 
publications M. Legoyt named the returns of births, deaths, and marriages 
|s weU as the census ; which, have latterly been greatly extended and 
improved.. The results of the census of 1856 will be published early in

, new series of agricultural statistics is in the press, and will 
show the progress of agriculture since 1840. ’ The statistics of insanity 
ibji-3 will speedily appear; so will returns of the charitable institutions, 
and their results. The railway statistics have been published on the 
plan laid down in the. Paris program. To Count Dubois, who-was 
present, M. Legoyt gave the credit for this admirable work. The 
valuable educational return is unfortunately only .published at rare 
intervals. The great map of France by the Corps Imperiale ^Rtat 
AZtt/or m nearly completed ; reduced lithographic copies will soon be 
published. The statistics of the- charitable institutions,' by M. Davenne 
as well as the celebrated work on the industrial statistics of the capital, by 
Al. Horace Say, are full of interest, and have a semi-official character.

“ J’?sP^rAe’’’L«goyt concluded, “que vous y aurez trouve-la ;preuve 
que l interet scientifique occupe au moins uiie part egale, si ce n’est 
superieure, a linteret administratif, dans ces enquetes si nombreuses, si 
vanecs. Je crOis d ailleurs ne rappeler qu’un fait generalement admis, en 
aisant que la France ne s’isole jamais dans ses travaux; qu’elle n’y cherche 
jamais une satisfaction exclusive a des besoins purement nationaux. Je' 
crois, au contraire, qu’il es‘t de la mission providentielle de mon pays*  
dembrasser toujours- le- plus vaste horizon possible; :et de mettre sans 
cesse^son activite, son intelligence, son ardente initiative au service des 
mterets generau e de 1’humanite.”* (Applause).

The Scandinavians are b> nature statisticians. Sweden has undoubtedly 
taken the lead of all other countries in its official statistics, which date 
from- the middle of the last century. The tables have from the first been 
clear and well arranged, the facts well selected. Improvements, however 
are required by the progress of statistical sciencef and the Swedish 
government has shown every disposition to maintain its position, by estab
lishing a new statistical office on a liberal footing, at the head of which 
pr. Berg is placed. The report of the population returns of 1851-c 
founded on the old basis, is in several respects new, and shows that Dr. Berg 
understands and is able to maintain the statistical fame of Sweden; which 
supplied Dr. Pricrwith data for the construction of life tables at a time 
When England and France were entirely destitute of such materials. The 
report on- the cholera, the extension of meteorological stations along the 
telegraph hues, the geological survey at the expense of the state are also 
noteworthy in Sweden.

Denmark and Norway, like Sweden, have able statists. Privy coun
cillor David, of Denmark, stated that the results of the census of 1855,



. Report on the International

and the commercial and shipping statistics of-1854 would speedily be 
published; the latter would exhibit the destinations*  of vessels, which had 
so often been desired. The learned Danish statist exhibited a means of 
expressing the density of population by means of curves. • ■

Dr. Engel, the representative of Satfony, has placed the official statistics 
of that country among the first in Germany;; but he unfortunately made 
nn rpnort of the recent progress of Saxon statistics. :

Ministerial Councillor Dietz reported briefly on the state of statistics 
in the Grand Duchy of Baden, and the encouragements to their study. 
’ Bavaria, by its publications under the direction of State Councillor 
Baron Hermann, still maintains in statistics a distinguished place m 
Germany. It has a grand map of the kingdom m Loo sheets, and r 
reduced ^topographical map of i.5 sheets, Every proprietor can have for 
a small sum any of the 26,000 field maps. Among the most interesting 
recent publications of Bavaria, Baron Hermann enumerated the reports 
on charities; on the properties of public institutions and communes ; 
on criminal and police statistics (1849-55) ; on the post offices, railroa i, 
steam navigation; on mines; manufactures, and salt works. .

The President Baron Czcernig concluded these communications by a 
luminous exposition of the recent progress of statistics^ in Austria. The 
Question of the nomenclature of fatal diseases was discussed un Pans. 
The Minister of the Interior referred the nomenclature to the Vienfia 
College of Physicians, who approved of its principles. It figured in the 
program and would be reported on by the first section. The railway 
accFdents of 1856 are already compiled on the plan laid down at Paris , so 
are also the statistics of the roads of Carinthia Since 1853 the reports 
of the state railways have been most judiciously planned and most com
prehensive : they have been applied for by other states. Under actual 
circumstances it has been held that agricultural statistics could be_ mo^t 
satisfactorily collected through the agency; of. the 
which exist in almost all the crown provinces. The Minister of the 
Interior has taken active steps in the matter, and in consequence many 
of the societies are already at work. I may cite for instance the 
returns of Bohemia, which are under collection by .2000 delegates,in 
every part of that kingdom. Similar returns have already been ejected 
in Styria and in Moravia. M. Fleury in an-elaborate repoit lays it 
down, that in order to render the foreign trade returns really interna 
tional, four things are necessary.. (1.) The publication must immediately 
follow the close of each period. The Austrian Government has^endea
voured to give effect to this principle -; within szx weeks of the end of the 
year the quantities and values of all exports and imports are publishe . 
This is not an easy matter in a monarchy which has to employ sg 
hundred custom-houses on its long boundary line extending from the 
Bukowina to Lombardy. Each office makes monthly returns to the 
statistical department where they are grouped and published month y, 
with a summary at- the end of the year. A more elaborate report 
showing the countries from and to which goods proceed,„ with compa
risons between the returns of past periods, appears every year within 
twelve months of its close. . rpt

(2.) The annual returns should all date from January 1st. . T e 
Austrian returns did date from November 1st, which is the beginning of 
the official year; but in compliance With the vote of the P^ls,^°JgrS 
the returns of 1855 are for that year, and will continue to be for the 
civil vears dating from January 1st. . , , , .

\ The same weights and measures should be used to express quan
tities. The Austrian Customs are now levied under the same laws as

* frachtfahrt. The return which appears to be here referred to is intended to show the 
countries from which vessels arrive and to which they are bound.
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those of the Zollverein, and the pound weight in use is the half-^Zoonzm. 
, , .i>o that the metrical system is recognized in Austria.

(4-) A general summary showing the commerce of state with state 
Should accompany the report.. Such a resume is found in the Austrian 
report.

The subject of judicial statistics is. before one of the sections. I merely 
remark that the formulary for civil cases is completed ; it is most com
prehensive. The form for criminal statistics, with additions and improve
ments ris in readiness. The judicial registry of criminals and of their 
•enmes in their parishes, with a view to the distinction of recommittals is 
in operation in Austria as well as in France; and negotiations are in 
progress to procure the necessary interchanges with France and . the 

/ ( .German states, The forms in use at lock-up houses and prisons have
/been improved, so that they show the period of arrest and imprisonment 
an 1 conformity with the recommendations of the Paris Congress.. A return 
has been called for .by. the Minister of Commerce of the savings banks 
and insurance societies in the whole empire^

The statistics of the.city of Paris are well known. They are models. 
The common council of the city of Vienna, to show how highly it appre
ciates the Congress, and how much it is gratified with its meeting here, 
wterinined to undertake; a work of the same character; the first part 
will give the members an idea of the. undertaking which the municipality 
has entered on, and has placed under the guidance of the Burgomaster. 

. When complete it will give as exact, an idea of our city as We can at 
present furnish.

■ I come now to the last part which occupied the Congress in Paris. I 
mean: the establishment of a central statistical commission in each state. 
Though this point may not have attracted the greatest attention, its 
j“JOr?.nce ,becomes every day more evident, whether we consider-the 
■cumculties inherent in statistical inquiries, or the practical bearing of 
.their..resists pn the measures of governments. The conviction must ere 
long be universal, that without the establishment of a central commission 
or some such institution, the national statistics will reach a point at 
-which they will remain stationary. And, Gentlemen, to stand stiff, is, to 
retrograde. (Und meine Herren, stationiir bleiben ist Riickschritt). \

The half of this institution has existed, as far as Austria isj,concerned, 
since 184° in our statistical office ; which is so organized that it embraces 
all branches, of the administration, and if all branches have not yet been 
dealt with, this is due to the inadequacy of the force at our disposal. But 
it .cannot undertake the second and far weightier part of statistical opera- 

if statistics are to obtain that influence which they merit in 
.the Goyernments if they are to draw strength from the practical life of 
the Government, and from the life of the people; then must statistics 

renter into integral ’union with the Government. But a central com
mission,, in which the several branches of the administration are repre- 
. sented, is the sole practical means of rendering tliis union durable apd 
irtutfnl., So in Austria the way to the establishment of a central statistical 
commission is opened, but the final decision has not yet been taken.
. Allow me to mention certain measures which also, show the estimation 
in which the Austrian Government holds, the Congress. Three ministers 
have undertaken important works, which, without the stimulus of this 
meeting in Vienna would probably never have been begun, would not 
have been begun so soon, or would have been carried out on plans far less 
comprehensive. •
^.toke first the Home Office. There is probably no operation which 

will influence the national economy more than the disburthening the land 
m Austria, the disencumbrance of the soil in so large a portion of Central 
Europe, where how entirely new principles prevail in commerce and in 
agriculture. If it is important to ascertain the nature of the incumbrances



Statistical Congress at Vienna. 217

The proofs which the able president’s speech contained of the activity 
of the Imperial Government in carrying on statistical research, and in 
promoting the objects of the Congress, elicited loud and long continued 
applause.

In any European scientific association Italy should naturally hpld a 
high place. The learned . Professor Nardi of Pavia and the. Chevalier 
Zuccagni Orlandini of Tuscany represented Italy at the Congress. 
Bertini of Turin, who represented Sardinia in Brussels and Paris, is dead: 
he was a learned, zealous, sincere, honest man. His place was not 
supplied by any other representative from a State which has published a 
valuable series of official statistics. :

The absence of the Chevalier Dieterici, the official delegate who repre
sented Prussia at previous Congresses,. was greatly regretted, as it 
deprived the Congress of one of its most estimable members, and left a 
country which has contributed most, essentially to the extension of 
statistics, without a representative. Professor Schubert and Mr. Otto 
Hiibner of Prussia took an active part in the proceedings.

Count Ribaldo said a few words about the statistics of Chili; and 
expressed a hope that the Government of that country may be invited to 
send a representative to the next; Congress, ■

The absence, of a representative from the United States of America 
was remarked and regretted, as some questions in science, particularly in 
relation to jurisprudence, might be elucidated by the statistics of that 
country. ;

It was recommended in the course of the proceedings that the following 
questions should figure in the program of the next Congress: 
5 ,f (,i.) The Statistics of Literature.

(2.) The Statistics of Agriculture and Forest-culture.
(3.) The Statistics of Banks and Credit Institutions.'

And an amendment was moved by Privy Councillor Dr. Engel, on a 
motion of Professor Wolowski, to the effect that the official delegates to 
the"next Congress should constitute a special commission, out of which a 
committee should be named to draw up a report to be read with the oral 
statements of the several delegates relative to the execution of the recom
mendations of the previous Congress. This amendment was carried, f

t, Proceedings of Committees.
The work of the Congress was distributed among six committees, which 

sat in the mornings, and reported successively to the Congress in its 
general sittings.

The absence of Mr. Fonblanque was here sensibly ’felt, as I could not 
attend the meetings of all the committees and make the necessary pre
parations for the general sittings of the Congress. Mr. Samuel Brown, 
the delegate of the Statistical Society, Tendered me most: important, 
assistance ; and Mr. Nassau Senior, who happened to be in Vienna, 
joined and assisted in the committees.

His Excellency the Chevalier von Toggenburg, Minister of Industry, 
. Commerce, and Public Works was president of the preliminary commission.

Of the Congress as definitively organized, Baron Czoernig was chosen 
President; the Official Delegates Were elected Vice Presidents; Dr; Dicker 
and M. Louis Debrauz were secretaries.

Section I.—Statistics of Mortality.
Presidents t Dr. Theodore Helm, Medical Councillor, Director of the 

General Hospital, Vienna ; Dr. William Farr. Secretary: Dr. Maurice 
Haller.

This section discussed in detail the measure^ necessary to secure 
accurate returns of the causes of death. It revised the nomenclature, 
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•of the land, it is also difficult, and indeed next to impossible for anybody 
but this special department to Comprehend all its intricate, details. We 
must thank the Minister therefore for the work,- of which you have 
received the first part, and of which the second will shortly appear. A 
most comprehensive work on the statistics of companies and societies ot 
every kind in Austria has been prepared by our honourable colleague 
Professor V6n Stubenrauch. A third work on the literary statistics ot 
Austria has already been brought under your notice. .

The Finance Minister has also, out of the rich archives of his office, 
placed before you a mass of r valuable documents, which I hesitate not to 
Say, are the most perfect of the kind that have ever appeared. I am not . 
aware that in reference to the finance and the national economy of any 
state, such detailed information has ever yet been published. You can 
only understand the full value of this work when it is m print and you 
receive the copy which I can venture to promise shall be placed m the 
hands of every member of the Congress. (Applause).

The Minister of Justice , has also directed the criminal statistics of the 
year 18 M to be compiled and printed for your use.
J His Excellency the Minister of the Interior has been pleased to declare 
that when the first section has reported on the returns of the can^s °f 
death, and the Congress has come to a decision, a law shall be immediately 
promulgated carrying into effect a measure based on that decision (great 
auXuse) It is I believe, gentlemen, the first time that one of the results 
ofyour labours has been carried into immediate effect m a great and 

P°His Excellency the Minister of Justice also announces his intention, if 
the form for criminal returns receives your sanction, to submit it to His 
Sjesty as the basis of the regulations under which the returns are to be 

C°I witinow pass rapidly in review the works upon which the Statistical 
Department has been engaged during the two last years. I have first to 
SnX to you the completion,-or, at least, the partial pompletaon,-of 
a Wbrk which has been 16'years in hand ; it is the ethnographical map of 
th© monarchy, with a commentary in three quarto volumes, lying, on the 
table * The^map is complete, and is published in two forms. The com- 
mentry embrace’ the eastern lands and the Ar«““ch^
The German portions of the State ^eariy completed. The Southern 
and the Northern Sclavonic States stand over for the present.

To this a work is attached for which.I bespeak your attention.5 as I 
know you will all take an interest in the progress of this “
the midstlf which you are assembled. The work to which I have 
given the title “ Neugestaltung von Oesterreich (Reforms,—or, rather, 
the New-formation,—of Austria), constitutes an integral part of the 
Fthnos-ranhv but will appear also in a separate volume. Its object is to 
low to Compressed form all the great reforms..mighti y

e Xi.*  a« well as in the organization of the State ot tnism X„Pm?he’v^rT848 down to the present day; also, where it ia 
kingdom, 7 result of these reforms in Statistical Tables.
PTSn nowS^notote continuation of the great series of tabular 
returns,—of whieh nine parts are completed,—m which the returns of 
schools and educational institutions have been subjected to; an entire 
schools and eaucai Danube ig on the table, so are several numbers 
EE“a=SanXS

’̂o^oM 

your time. ___________ —-_____ -______—------------------- -
- - „Ethnogtaphieto OestcrreichisehenMonarchic” ronKarlMherrn ro» Cteermg. 

“Wien, 1857.
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which is substantially the same as that which has been in use in England 
for some years. It came to no decision on the question of classification, 
except that it should befor the present left in the hands of the Statistical 
Departments. The Section decided :—

(i.) That the cause of every death should be investigated, and that it 
should be returned by the medical attendant. In Austria the medical 
-attendant is bound by law to return thecause of every death which has 
^happened in his practice ; and the body is inspected by a sanitary officer 
(todtenbeschauer).
; (2.) Where no such officer exists; the Section laid it down that in the 
interests of sanitary police and of justice; it should, be ascertained through 

•medical agency, if possible, whether death had actually occurred from 
natural causes, or otherwise ; and where the person deceased; had not been 
attended by a medical man, the cause of death should be especially 
investigated by the sanitary inspector, or a person appointed for the 
purpose. >

(3.) That the several States should adopt.'.the-forms, of -certificate 
appended to the report.
i (p) That the above measures would be illusory, unless in each State 

a special medical and statistical department were created for the classifi
cation, verification, and discussion of the facts in periodical reports.

The three first decisions of the Section were adopted by the Congress'; 
the fourth, at the suggestion of MM. Eegoyt, Farr, and Stubenrauch, 
and after some remarks by MM. Hopf, Varrentrapp, and Helm, was 
'modified ; it assumed' this form—that the materials collected in each 
State should undergo revision by a medical officer;-specially appointed, 
and be by him arranged and discussed in reference to their bearings on 
statistics, medicine, and the public health.

Forms for statistics of societies and institutions for (the benefit and 
relief of the sick were proposed by Dr. Helm—the excellent President of 
the Section—and by Dr. Stubenrauch. , Dr.Seligmann, who is acquainted 
with English scientific literature, made some excellent general remarks on 
the statistics Of the infirm, and on the statistics of epidemics*  Dr. Riedel 
discussed the statistics of lunatic asylums,. ; ’ Several of :the forms which 
they proposed were approved. I must refer,to the official report for 
details.

II. The Section of Judicial Statisticsadopted, with some slight modifi
cations, forms of Criminal returns which had been prepared, by. the 
Austrian Commission. The,Austrian Government was requested to pqt 
itself in communication with the Governments of other ; countries, in 
order to obtain the' information necessary:to enable the next Congress 
to discuss anti settle forms, for the statistics of the civil courts. The 
Chevalier Hye inserted an interesting note on judicial statistics in t h e 
program ; Baron Czcernig, in another note, ably discussed the statistics 
of the actual distribution of real property and its charges, as well as. of 
the annual changes in its possession and.its burthens. The administration 
of justice on.one uniform system in. the various provinces of Austria was 
.carried out in. 1856; and the judicial statistics of that year were laid 
before the Congress. Professor Wolowski, of Paris, read the highly 
interesting report of this committee on the subdivisions of landed property, 
—its burthens,—and their changes,

III. Section for Financial Statistics. President: Ritter von Hock. 
Vice-Presidents: Governmental Councillor, Schubert of Prussia ; 
M. CabAnsky, Secretary to the Imperia! Academy of St. Petersburg!!. 
Secretaries: Dr. Otto’Hubner, of Berlin; M. Buchatschek, of Vienna.

An able clear note by the President on this great question appeared 
in the program; with a classification of the' various items of income and 
expenditure. Besides these items a classified tabular view of the public 
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property and debt, at the beginning and at the end of the year, was 
declared to be indispensable in the program.

The difficulties'of accurate financial statements were discussed in the 
Section; and the illusions and imperfections*  of nearly all the .current 
financial statements were discussed with a view to future amendments.:

Baron Hermann, of Bavaria, pointed Out; in an acute and comprehensive 
statement, the numerous latent expenses which never figured in the 
budgets of states. Thus, under the conscription system men are compelled 
to serve for fess than the .market price of their labour ; which is indicated 
by the sum required to obtain a substitute. Then consider the amount 
of taxation which the consumers pay under the various vicious" systems 
of protection. r :
• The report and the forms’ of this Section deserve to be carefully studied.

IV. Section. Statistics of Industry.—Baron Czoernig was the President 
of this Section. He wrote the comprehensive introduction to the subject 
in the program, embodying the decisions of a preliminary committee, 
which consisted among others of Baron Czoernig, the President and the 
Secretary of the Vienna Chamber of Commerce, Professor Jonak, and 
several eminent manufacturers.. s; -

The classification in eight group? anfl' thirty-four classes of industrial 
products appears to be practical and well-considered ; it is treated in the 
first part of the notice. In the second part of the paper the means are 
discussed of determining by^> general ;method the . quantity and the value 
of the industrial products of each class. The method described was tried 
twelve years ago in Austria ; and the results were afterwards confirmed 
by exact inquiries for fiscal purposes. The first part of a new inquiry, 
conducted on the same principles, is published. The third point had 
reference to industrial maps, of which the Austrian Statistical Department 
exhibited specimens at the Universal Exhibition in Paris. The pro
gram contained also a classification of the raw materials of industry 
into three groups, seventeen classes, and several subordinate sections. 
This part of the ciassi4eatjon,.wb;cb appears to be excellent, was, as it 
appears tome, on ipa^etjuatq grounds, not passed by the Section.

M. Engel and M. Visschers were the reporters of the Fourth Section.
Section: Statistics of Education.—The introduction to the proposed 

comprehensive form was drawn up by Dr. Springer; The sectional 
report proposed a few amendments, and a condensation of the original 
proposals. It was written by Dr. Ficker and Professor Nardi. The 
returns will furnish much valuable information ; but the classification 
may’ be further- improved by. a separation of the facts which can be 
expressed in figures, and recorded in Tables, from the rest*  of the required 
information.
. VI. Section. ; Connection of Statistics with the Natural Sciences : 
Ethnographical Statistics.—Hfe.Excellency Baron Baumgartner was the 
President of. this Section, which comprehended among its members some 
of the most distinguished men. of science . in Austria, such as Hauslab, 
Ettingshausen, Kreil, Simony, Unger, Fitzinger, Hauer, and Fritsch, 
besides M. Quetelet and other foreign members. The work of this Section 
was in the hands of masters ; it was new, and it was. full of interest. It 

.enumerated in a classification : (1) The elements with which the natural 
sciences must furnish statistics to enable that science to represent in the 
most complete form the various manifestations of social life. I will give 
here the definition of statistics—so often attempted—by Baron Baum
gartner : “ Statistics,” he says, “ embraces the facts having relation to 
social life, and deduces from them a representation of the condition of a 

• given State ; or it compares the analogous political forces of different 
communities. The facts of which the statistician has need are drawn 
from the observation either of. nature and its forces in action, or of 
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human action." Baron Hauslab happily adds, “ It is a characteristic of 
statistics that it deals with measures, numbers, comparisons. It may be 
safely said, that where there are nd ratios there is ho statistics.” (Ohne 
verhaltnisszahlen, konnte man sagen, gibt es keine statistik). He discusses 
the applications of cartography and of graphic representation to statistical 
purposes with much ingenuity and method. Baron Czoernig treats' of 
ethnography in its statistical bearings.

Proceedings at the Last Meeting.
The business of the Committees was brought to a satisfactory close 

by their reports. The only thing to. regret in the arrangements was 
the late delivery of the program, which was placed in the .hands of 
the members on their arrival in Vienna. Byway of/compensation,: the 
program was ably dirawn up by the members of the Austrian Com
mission. The principal subject (causes of death) with which the first 
section dealt, had been discussed*  before; and had been practically illus
trated in England. The other questions were not-only discussed in the 
program by experienced men, but1 were exemplified by works which 
the Austrian Government had undertaken and laid before the Congress 
in a form more or less complete. The notices and the works were sub
stantial contributions to statistical scie'nce. The program was not a 
mere proposal, but a discussion of the general applicability of principles 
on which great statistical operations in Austria had been conducted.

The first meeting of the Statistical' Congress was held in Brussels 
under the auspices of the Belgian Government. Upon the invitation Of 
the French Government the second Congress was held in Paris under the 
Presidency of one of’’ thfe’ Imperial Ministers. Vienna; the seat of the 
Austrian empire, had been visited ; and here a general feeling prevailed 
at the close of the proceedings in favour of holding the next meeting in 
London. Mr. Fonblanque and I had been authorized by the President 
of the Board of Trade—Lord Stanley of Alderley—to express, if the 
Congress thought it desirable to meet in London, the" readiness of Her 
Majesty’s Government to receive them in the year 1859, the meetings 
being biennial; at the close of the proceedings on Saturday accordingly 
I gave the intimation, which was very favourably received. The subjoined 
extract from the official report of the proceedings shows precisely what 
took place in reference to this matter :
Extrait du pieces verbal de la Cinquieme Seance, du Troisieme Congres 

International de Statistique. Samedi, ce 5 Septembre 1857.
M. William Farr, delegue du Gouvernement Anglais, prend la parole en 

ces termes, “ Monsieur le President, Il nous reste d decider de quelle 
maniere notre quatrieme session sera organisee. A ce sujet j’ai une 
proposition a faire a 1’assemblee. Elie est a pen pres la meme que celle 
qu’a vote le Congres de Paris. Elie fest ainsi cohgue : * Le Congres est 
invite a ■decider, que la commission Autrichienne d’organisation sera 
chargee, comme fut la commission Frangaise en 1855, de determiner dans 
quel pays et a quel epoque se tiendra la quatrieme session du Congres 
International de Statistique.’ ”

Le President met aux voix la proposition de M. William Farr ; elle est 
adoptee a 1’unanimite.

M. William Farr, prenant de nouveau la parole, ajoute : “Ma pro
position etant ddopfee, j’ajouterai que M. Fonblanque et moi nous sommes 
charges de declarer, que si la commission Autrichienne decide qu’il est 
dans l’int&£t de la science que le Congres tienne sa prochaine session a 
Londres notre Gouvernement vent bien le recevoir.

“Permettez moi d’y aj outer quglques mots de ma part. Je ne vous dirai 
pas que si veils venez a Londres la reception qui vous sera faite, sera aussi 
brillante qu’elle a dans les villes imperiales de Paris et de Vienne, 
mais j’ose dire qu’eUe sera aussi cordiale (tres bienl). L’Angleterre est 
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hospitaliere. Nos amis MM. Quetelet et Visschers vous diront que la 
premiere' idee de' notre Congres, inaugure cfabord a Bruxelles, a pris 
naissance a 1’Exposition internationale qui se tenait a Londres en 1851. 
Croyez bien que la statistique a encore dans cette ville des amis dont 
I’amoi^r pour cette scienceet pour ceux qui la cultivent n’est pas refroidi. 
Londres est un peu loin de Vienne, et elle n’est pas si centrale quant a 
1’Europe que Paris, mais, messieurs, il faut bien que le Congres et la 
statistique elargissent leurs bofnes, ets’etendent au monde entier.

“ Sur nos iles occidentals, mises en avant dans 1’ocean, des representans 
des divers Etats de 1’Amerique et des Colonies lointaines peuvent facile- 
ment se joindre a nous. Mais, dit-on, 1’Angleterre est separee du reste 
de 1’Europe. ' Eh bien, messieurs, dans des,temps deja recules, les Italiens, 
les Frangais, les Allemands, les peoples d,u Nord n’ont pas craint de passer 
les mers, et de fonder des colonies en Angleterre. Venez done, messieurs 
en Angleterre voir les enfants de vos ancetres (applaudissemens). Et aux 
races diverses dont nous n’avons pas de representans en Angleterre,. je 
dirai, Venez nous voir en frferes (tres bien I) ; vous etes certains’ de 
trouver 1’accueil le plus cordial (ties bien ! tres bien !)”

Le President Baron de Czcernig.—“ Je ne manquerai pas de porter a la 
connaissance de la commission organisatrice la proposition et le desir 
exprimespar M. William Farr ; et je suis certain que 1’accueil que I’une 
et 1’autre ontdeja regu dans cette enceinte aura de 1’echo parmi les 
membres de la commission internationale.”

M. Quetelet then moved, votes of thanks to His Imperial Majesty for the 
gracious reception which.he had deigned to give the Congress in Vienna ; 
to His Majesty’s Ministers, and particularly to His Excellency Bitter von 
Toggenburg, Minister of Coimnerce ; and, finally, to the President, Baron 
Czoernig, for the careful and impartial manner in which he had conducted 
the proceedings.

M. Visschers expressed the thanks of the foreign members for the re
ception which they had received in Vienna. Two languages had been, 
employed with perfect ease, and without fatigue to any of the members.

After three cheers for the Emperor the third meeting of the Congress 
was dissolved.

Some Indirect Results of the Congress.
Without having for their direct: object the promotion of peace or 

commercial advantages of any kind, the Congresses in Brussels, Vienna, 
and Paris have not only contributed to the progress of statistical inquiry, 
but have indirectly produced some beneficial results. Delegates from 
nearly every state of Europe have been brought together to discuss 
measures for carrying on inquiries by which their respective countries may 
be enabled to contribute most effectually to social science, and thus, as 
nations, become better known to themselves and to. the rest of the world. 
The effect of this must be salutary; for the more people know of each 
other the more intimately they grow connected in interest and affection x 
ignorance being undoubtedly the main cause of the prejudices, the hos
tilities, and the isolation of civilized nations. The Congress, in the spirit 
illustrated at Vienna, not only tends to increase the, friendly relations of 
governments with each other, but it engages them more or less in the 
promotion of a great international work,—the completion of the statistics 
of Europe.

The good effects of the union of the various countries of Europe in pro
moting a common object were seen at the great Exhibition of i8<i ; and 
they have not,yet subsided on the continent. “Nobody,” the Prince Consort 
then happily remarked, “who has paid any attention io the peculiar 
features of our present era will doubt for a moment that we are living at 
a period of most wonderful transition, which tends rapidly to accomplish*  
that great end, to which, indeed, all history points, the realization of the 
unity of mankind. Not a unity which breaks down the limits and levels
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tlje peculiar characteristics of the different nations of the earth ; but 
rather a unity the result and product of those very national varieties and 
antagonistic qualities.” *

* Thus, the number of Marriages in the Aberayron District may at once be ascertained w 
refemng, in the Abstract of Marriages,"to the District numbered 596 (see page 24) • and in 
like manner the number of Births and Deaths, of Deaths at different Ages &c. ^fbe found 
referring to the same district number in the annronriate Tables B WU1 De tound bY

Austrian Hospitality.
‘ After the business of the Congress was over the members were carried 
along the Vienna and Trieste railway by Neustadt to the. Semmering, 
one of the greatest engineering works in Austria. The train ascends on 
a rising serpentine line over viaducts, and through many tunnels nearly up 
to the top of one of the Alps, when it plunges into a long tunnel opening 
pver a valley of Styria on its way to Trieste. The traffic of Trieste is 
thus put in direct communication with Vienna and the Danube. This 
railway is also a military road, by which an Austrian army can now be 
speedily carried into Italy, and marched into Lombardy. At the entrance 
of the tunnel refreshments were spread under tents. After enjoying the 
views of the Alps around the Schneeberg and of the fine country extending 
td Vienna, the members were conveyed back to that city. On Monday the 
official delegates, with a few of the private members, had the honor to be 
presented by the Minister of Commerce to His, Majesty the Emperor ; 
who was pleased to express his pleasure at receiving the Congress in 
Vienna, and his approbation of their labors generally. He then in 
passing round addressed a few friendly words to each of the delegates.. 
The principal foreign members were honored with invitations to dine 
with His Excellency the Minister of Commerce on Saturday or Monday, 
prince Sapieha, who is well known, and is well acquainted with England, 
Was one of the guests. The hospitality of Austria was; not-exhausted, for 
on Tuesday the members of the Congress were borne by a fine steamer 
of the Danube company (capital £ 3,000,000) down the magnificent 
river to Pressburg, in Hungary; where the members had been invited, 
and were hospitably entertained by the mayor. Here, among other 
matters upon the tables, were labelled specimens of all the finest 
Hungarian wines; which might, I think, compete with any of the other 
wines in the English market. Besides Tokay there are several wipes, 
cheap in the country, of very fine quality. Hungarian cattle, after having, 
been driven to Vienna, are conveyed by railway to Hamburgh, where 
some are slaughtered for salting, and some are sent to England. Other 
Commodities of equal value may probably now be transported from 
Hungary, with a profit, over the same route. .

Baron Gzoernig undertook the management of the affairs of the 
Congress ; and as he is an able administrator, or what in England would 
be called “a good man of business,” the arrangements were admirable. 
He not only presided in the chair to the general satisfaction, but ren- 
dered the foreign members many friendly offices, and by his entire 
conduct won their esteem.

His Excellency, Sir Hamilton Seymour, in the most obliging manner, 
rendered me all the assistance which I required.
' I have the honor to be,.

Sir,
General Register Office, Your very faithful servant,

December 1857 WILLIAM FARR.

To
’ The Registrar-General.

* Address at the Mansion House, March 21st, 1850, in “Addresses delivered on 
different, Public Occasions by His Royal Highness the Prince Albertpublished by the 
Society of Arts, 1857.
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[The following Index furnishes a reference to the Number of each District in the 
topographical arrangement adopted in the Tables of Abstracts contained in the Report, 
the numbers running consecutively from 1 to 623.*  In forming the alphabetical 
arrangement the principle is adopted of placing compound names in the order in 
which they are pronounced: thus, East Ashford will 
not under A, as Ashford, East.]

Aberayron, 596.
Abergavenny, 578,
Aberystwith, 597.
Abingdon, 123.
Alcester, 405.
Alderbury, 263.
Alnwick, 559.
Alresford, 113,
Alston, 564.
Alton, 114.
Altrincham, 454.
Alverstoke, 97.
Amersham, 148.
Amesbury, 262.
Ampthill, 181.
Andover, 118. /
Anglesey, 623.
Ashborhe, 447,
Ashby-de-la-Zouch, 414.
Ashton-under-Lyne, 474, 
Askrigg, 537.
Aston, 395.!
Atcham, 359. .
Atherstone, 397.
Auckland, 542.
Axbridge, 324.
Axminster, 279.
Aylesbury, 151.
Aylsham, 232.

Bakewell, 449.
Bala, 616.
Banbury, 163.
Bangor, 621.
Barnet, 136.
Barnsley, 505.
Barnstaple, 295.-
Barrow-on-Soar, 416.
Barton-upon-Irwell, 470.
Basford, 438.
Basingstoke, 116.
Bath, 326.
Battle, 77.
Beaminster, 277.
Bedale, 535.
Bedford, 179.
Bedminster, 328.
Belford, 560.
Bellingham, 557.
Belper, 446. 
Berkhampstead, 147. 
Bermondsey, 28.
Berwick, 561.
Bethnal Green, 21.

Beverley, 518.
Bicester, 159.
Bideford, 297.
.Biggleswade, 180.
Billericay, 199.
Billesdon, 410.
Bingham, 443.

; Birmingham, 394.
Bishop Stortford, 139.
Blaby, 411.
Blackburn, 480.
Blandford, 270;
Blean, 66. -
Biofield, 237.
Blything, 225. •/
Bodmin, 304.
Bolton, 468.
Bootle, 572.
Bosmere, 220.
Boston, 425.
Bourn, 422.
Brackley, 164.
Bradfield, 126.
Bradford (Wilts.), 258.
Bradford (York.), 499.
Braintree, 208.
Brampton, 566.

• Brecknock, 600.
Brentford, 134.
Bridge, 64.
Bridgend, 583;
Bridgnorth, 356.
Bridgwater, 316.
Bridlington, 524.
Bridport, 278.
Brighton, 85.
Bristol, 329.
Brixworth, 170.
Bromley, 49.
Bromsgrove, 392.
Bromyard, 350.
Buckingham, 154.
Builth, 599.
Burnley, 478.
Burton-upon-Trent, 375.
Bury, 469.
Bury St. Edmunds, 215.

Caistor, 432.
Caine, 254.
Camberwell, 33.
Cambridge, 187.
Camelford, 300.

be found under the letter E, and

Canterbury, 65.
Cardiff, 581.
Cardigan, 593.
Carlisle, 568. 
Carmarthen, 589.
Carnarvon, 620.
Castle Ward, 554; 
Catherington, 111. 
.Caxton, 185.
Chapel-en-le-Frith, 450. 
Chard, 318.
Cheadle, 373. -
Chelmsford, 200.
Chelsea, 2. 
Cheltenham, 344.
Chepstow, 576. ;.
Chertsey, 38. 
Chesterfield, 448. 
;Chester-le-Street, 548;
Chesterton, 186.
Chichester, 92. 
jChippenham, 253.
Chipping Norton, 162.
Chipping Sodbury, 331.
Ghorley, 481.
Chorlton, 471.

J Christchurch, 101.
■ Church Stretton, 354.
iCirencester, 340.
Cleobury Mortimer, 355.

■ Clerken well, 15. 
■Clifton, 330. 
■Clitheroe, 479. 
jClun, 353.
Glutton, 325. 
Cockermouth, 570.
Colchester, 204. ' 
Congleton, 457.
Conway, 622.

'Cookham, 129.
Corwen, 615.
Cosford, 213.
Coventry, 400. 
Cranbrdok, 60.
Crediton, 292. 
Crickhowell, 601.' 
Cricklade, 251.
Croydon, 46.
Cuckfield, 83.

Darlington, 540.
Dartford, 50.’

I Daventry, 169.
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reierring to the same district number in the appropriate Tables.
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Depwade, 239.
Derby, 445.
Devizes, 256.
Dewsbury, 502.
Docking, 244.
Dolgelly, 617.
Doncaster, 510.
Dorchester, 275.
Dorking, 43.
Dover, 72.
Downham, 247. 
Driffield, 523.
Droitwich, 391.
Droxford, 110.
Dudley, 382.
Dulverton, 313 J. 
Dunmow, 209.
Durham, 545.
Dursley, 333.

Easington, 546.
Easingwold, 527. 
East Ashford, 63.
Eastbourne, 78. 
East Grinstead, 82.
Easthampstead, 130.
East London, 17.
East Retford, 435.
Eastry, 71.
East Stonehouse, 288. 
East Ward, 573.
Ecclesall Bierlow, 507. 
Edmonton, 137.
Elham, 73.
Ellesmere, 362.
Ely, 190.
Epping, 195.
Epsom, 37.
Erpingham, 231. 
Eton, 149.
Evesham, 389. 
Exeter, 282.

Falmouth, 308.
Fareham, 98.
Faringdon, 122. 
Farnborough, 41. 
Farnham, 40.
Faversham, 67.
Festiniog, 618.
Flegg, 229.
Foieshill, 399. 
Fordingbridge, 103. 
Forehoe, 235.
Freebridge Lynn, 245. 
Frome, 321.
Fylde, 483.

Gainsborough, 434. 
Garstang, 484.
Gateshead, 551.
Glanford Brigg, 433. 
Glendale, 562.
Gloucester, 336.
Godstone, 45. 
Goole, 512.
Grantham, 427.
Gravesend, 51.
Great Boughton (Chester), 

459. .

Great Ouseburn, 492 a. 
Greenwich, 35.
Guildford, 39.
Guiltcross, 240.
Guisbrough, 532.

Hackney, 11.
Hailsham, 79.
Halifax, 498.
Halstead, 207.
Haltwhistle, 556.
Hambledon, 42.
Hampstead, 8. 
Hardingstone, 167.
Hartismere, 218.
Hartley Wintney, 115.
Haslingden, 477.
Hastings, 76.
Hatfield, 143.
Havant, 95.
Haverfordwest, 592.
Hay, 602.
Hayfield, 451.
Headington, 157.
Helmsley, 529.
Helston, 309.
Hemel Hempstead, 146.
Hemsworth, 504 b. 
Hendon, 135.
Henley, 155.
Henstead, 236.
Hereford, 348.
Hertford, 142.
Hexham, 555.
Highworth, 250.
Hinckley, 412.
Hitchin, 141.
Holbeach, 424.
Holbom, 14.
Hollingbourn, 59.
Holsworthy, 298.
Holywell, 610.
Honiton, 280.
Hoo, 53.
Horncastle, 429.
Horsham, 87.
Houghton-le-Spring, 547.
Howden, 517.
Hoxne, 219.
Huddersfield, 497.
Hull, 520.
Hungerford, 121.
Hunslet, 500.
Huntingdon, 176.

Ipswich, 222.
Isle of Wight, 99.
Islington, 10.

Keighley, 494.
Kendal, 575.
Kensington, 1.
Kettering, 172.
Keynsham, 327.
Kidderminster, 384. 
Kingsbridge, 285.
Kingsclere, 119.
Kings Lynn, 246.
Kings Norton, 393.

Kingston, 47.
Knaresborough, 492 b. 
Knighton, 604.

Lambeth, 31.
Lampeter, 595.
Lancaster, 485.
Langport, 317.
Launceston, 301.
Ledbury, 346. 
Leeds, 501.
Leek, 372.
Leicester, 417.
Leigh, 467.
Leighton Buzzard, 183. 
Leominster, 351.
Lewes, 84. 
Lewisham, 36.
Lexden, 205.
Leybum, 536.
Lichfield, 377.
Lincoln, 428.
Linton, 188.
Liskeard, 303.
Liverpool, 461.
Llandilofawr, 588.
Llandovery, 587.
Llanelly, 586.
Llanfyllin, 609.
Llanrwst, 614.
Loddon, 238.
London City, 19.
Longtown, 567.
Loughborough, 415. 
Louth, 431.
Ludlow, 352.
Luton, 184. 
Lutterworth, 408.
Lymington, 100.

Macclesfield, 453.
Machynlleth, 606.
Madeley, 358.
Maidstone, 58.
Maldon, 202.
Mailing, 55. 
Malmsbury, 252.
Malton, 526.
Manchester, 473.
Mansfield, 437.
Market Bosworth, 413.
Market Drayton, 364.
Market Harborough, 409. 
Marlborough, 255.
Martley, 386.
Marylebone, 7.
Medway, 54.
Melksham, 257.
Melton Mowbray, 418. 
Mere, 267.
Meriden, 396.
Merthyr Tydfil, 582. 
Midhurst, 93.
Mildenhall, 216. 
Milton, 68.
Mitford, 242. 
Monmouth, 577. 
Montgomery, 608.
Morpeth, 558.
Mutford, 227.

Nantwich, 458.
Narberth, 590.
Neath, 584.
Newark, 442.
Newbury, 120. 
Newcastle-in-Emlyn, 594. < 
Newcastle-under-Lyme, 369. 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 552. 
Newent, 335.
New Forest, 104. 
Newington, 30.
Newmarket, 189. 
Newport (Monmouth), 580.
Newport (Salop), 366.

- Newport Pagnell, 153. 
Newton Abbot, 283. 
Newtown, 607. 
Northallerton, 534. 
Northampton, 168.

, North Aylesford, 52. 
Northleach, 341. 
Northwich, 456.
North Witchford, 191, 
Norwich, 234.
Nottingham, 440. 
Nuneaton, 398.

Oakham, 419. 
Okehampton, 291.
Oldham, 475.
Ongar, 196.
Ormskirk, 464.
Orsett, 198.
Oswestry, 361.
Otley, 493.
Oundle, 174.
Oxford, 158.

Pancras, 9.
Pateley Bridge, 490.
Patrington, 521.
Pembroke, 591.
Penkridge, 378.
Penrith, 565.
Penzance, 311.
Pershore, 390.
Peterborough, 175. 
Petersfield, 112.
Petworth, 88.
Pewsey, 261.
Pickering, 530.
Plomesgate, 224.
Plymouth, 287. 
Plympton St. Mary, 286.
Pocklington, 516.
Pontefract, 504 a.
Pontypool, 579.
Poole, 272.
Poplar, 25. 
Portsea Island, 96.
Potterspury, 166.
Prescot, 463.
Presteigne, 603.
Preston, 482.
Pwllheli, 619.

Radford, 439.
Reading, 127.
Redruth, 310.

XIX.

INDEX OF DISTRICTS.
Reeth, 538.
Reigate, 44.
Rhayader, 605.
Richmond (Surrey), 48.
Richmond (York.), 539. 
Ringwood, 102.
Ripon, 491.
Risbridge, 211.
Rochdale, 476.
Rochford, 201.
Romford, 197.
Romney Marsh, 74. 
Romsey, 107.
Ross, 347.
Rothbury, 563.
Rotherham, 509.
Rotherhithe, 34.
Royston, 140.
Rugby, 401.
Runcorn, 455.
Ruthin, 612.
Rye, 75.

Saddleworth, 496. 
Saffron Walden, 210.
St. Albans, 144.
St. Asaph, 613.
St. Austell, 306.
St. Columb, 305.
St. Faiths, 233.
St. George Hanover Sq., 3.
St. George-in-the-East, 23.
St. George Southwark, 29.
St. Germans, 302.
St, Giles, 12.
St. Ives, 177.
St. James Westminster, 6.
St. Luke, 16.
St. Martin-in-the-Fields, 5.
St. Neots, 178.
St, Olave, 27.
St. Saviour, 26.
St. Thomas, 281.
Salford, 472.
Salisbury, 264.
Samford, 221. 
Scarborough, 525.
Scilly Islands, 312. 
Sculcoates, 519.
Sedbergh, 487.
Selby, 513.
Settle, 488.
Sevenoaks, 56.
Shaftesbury, 268.
Shardlow, 444.
Sheffield, 508.
Sheppey, 69.
Shepton Mallet, 322, 
Sherborne, 276.
Shiffnal, 357. 
Shipston-on-Stour, 406.
Shoreditch, 20.
Shrewsbury, 360.
Skipton, 489.
Skirlaugh, 522.
Sleaford, 426.
Solihull, 402.
Southam, 407.
Southampton, 105.
South Molton, 294.

South Shields, 550. 
South Stoneham, 106. 
Southwell, 441. 
Spalding, 423. 
Spilsby, 430.
Stafford, 367. 
Staines, 132. 
Stamford, 421. 
Stepney, 24. 
Steyning, 86.
Stockbridge, 108. 
Stockport, 452. 
Stockton, 541. 
Stoke Damerel, 289. 
Stokesley, 533. 
Stoke-upon-Trent, 371. 
Stone, 368. 
Stourbridge, 383. 
Stow, 217. 
Stow-on-the-Wold, 342. 
Strand, 13. 
Stratford-on-Avon, 404. 
Stratton, 299. 
Stroud, 338. 
Sturminster, 269. 
Sudbury, 212. 
Sunderland, 549. 
Swaffham, 248. 
Swansea, 585.

Tadcaster, 514. 
Tamworth, 376. 
Taunton, 315. 
Tavistock, 290. 
Teesdale, 543. 
Tenbury, 385. 
Tendring, 203. 
Tenterden, 61. 
Tetbury, 339. 
Tewkesbury, 345. 
Thakeham, 89. 
Thame, 156. 
Thanet, 70. 
Thetford, 249. 
Thingoe, 214. 
Thirsk, 528. 
Thornbury, 332. 
Thorne, 511. 
Thrapston, 173. 
Ticehurst, 80. 
Tisbury, 266. 
Tiverton, 293. 
Todmorden, 495. 
Torrington, 296 
Totnes, 284. 
Towcester, 165. 
Tregaron, 598. 
Truro, 307. 
Tunbridge, 57. 
Tunstead, 230. 
Tynemouth, 553.

Uckfield, 81. 
Ulverstone, 486. 
Uppingham, 420. 
Upton-on-Severn, 388. 
Lttoxeter, 374. 
Uxbridge, 133.
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Wakefield, 503.
Wallingford, 125.
Walsall, 380.
Walsingham, 243.
Wandsworth, 32.
Wangford, 226.
Wantage, 124.
Ware, 138.
Wareham, 273.
Warminster, 260.
Warrington, 466.
Warwick, 403.
Watford, 145.
Wayland, 241.
Weardale, 544.
Wellingborough, 171.
Wellington (Salop), 365.
Wellington (Somerset), 314. 
Wells, 323.
Wem, 363 a.
Weobly, 349.
West Ashford, 62.
Westbourne, 94.
West Bromwich, 381.

Westbury, 259. 
Westbury-on-Severn, 334. 
West Derby, 462.
West Ham, 194. 
Westhampnett, 91.
West London, 18.
Westminster, 4.
West Ward, 574.
Wetherby, 492 a 
Weymouth, 274.
Wheatenhurst, 337.
Whitby, 531.
Whitchurch (Hants), 117. 
Whitchurch (Salop), 363 b. 
Whitechapel, 22. ■
Whitehaven, 571. \ 
Whittlesey, 192.
Wigan, 465.
Wigton, 569.
Williton, 313 a.
Wilton, 265.
Wimborne, 271.
Wincanton, 320.
Winchcomb, 343.

Winchester, 109.
Windsor, 131.
Winslow, 152.
Wirral, 460.
Wisbeach, 193.
Witham, 206.
Witney, 161.
Woburn, 182. 
Wokingham, 128.
Wolstanton, 370.
Wolverhampton, 3 7 9.. 
Woodbridge, 223. 
Woodstock, 160. 
Worcester, 387.
Worksop, 436.
Worthing, 90.
Wortley, 506.
Wrexham, 611. S 
Wycombe, 150.

Yarmouth, 228.
Yeovil, 319.
York, 515.
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