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COPY OF LETTER FROM GEORGE LANSBURY to THE RT. HON. LORD

PETHICK-L AWRENCE OF PEA SLAKE, and LADY PETHICK-LA 1RE NCE

39, Bow Road, E.3

My dear Friends
24.12.39

You are very kind to think of sending mr so kind and

letter. The days are, or seem to be, very evil, all the

is not dead nor doth it sleep’ In

still moves in the minds of His

a message of good cheer to help

thought

dont know

the life

same (I ove
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generous a

a thousand ways the spirit of God

children. You have always sent me

in days of trial. Just now

millions are passing along the Valley of humiliation, oersecution

and hatred, we. at least

and prayer that out of

or begin to understand

of us all

I, can only stand by and breathe a

the horror of these days in

Gods purpose will be worked

I wish it were possible for me to do

ways I

out in

roll on strength of body is not quite

yours cheer me very much because from

as of old

more, but yea’s

But lettersike

them I know that I am not

alone in my hopes and fears doubts and longings

Every good wish for happier years to you Both

Al way S
Signed. George Lansbury
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By Daily Reporter

R. GEORGE LANSBURY would have the
Peace Pledge Union scrapped or resign 

as president if he thought there was any truth 
in the suggestion that they were carrying on 
disloyal or subversive activities.

That is what he told me yesterday.
" My presidency is more or less an orna

mental position,” he said, " but I don’t want to 
shirk any responsibility. The headquarters of 
the Peace' Pledge Union, in Endsleigh-street, 
assure me that the statements made by Sir Wil
liam Davison in Parliament were based on 
wrong information.”.

Mr. Lansbury had noted that Sir John 
Anderson, the Home Secretary, was going to 
have the activities of the union “carefully 
watched ” and was to consider whether “ special 
measures ” were necessary.

“As a matter of fact,” he told me, " police 
officers .have already visited the union’s offices 
and taken away specimens of its literature.”

He laughed at the suggestion that the 
organisation was promoting anti-British pro

paganda. " You don’t think I’d re- 1—:---- :— -------  
main connected with it if that were ‘ -- 
the case?

"A Decent Peace"
“ Our major propaganda is just 

this: if it is possible for a decent 
peace to be negotiated, we want it 
to be negotiated. Np. L 3 6 
- “ When I saw Hitler, in Berlin on my 
peace tour I said to him :‘If I lived 
here in Germany I should have' my 
head cut off'or be put into a concentra
tion camp.’

“He just smiled at me. He knew I 
was a pacifist.’.’

I reminded Mr. Lansbury that, the 
Peace Pledge -Union had been accused 1 
of picketing employment exchanges on 
registration days. ’

" Misrepresented "
. “ It is true,” he said, “ that some 

time ago a very unwise leaflet was 
distributed, but it has been with- 
drawn.

“The idea that we try to convert 
the young fellows into conscientious 
objectors is ridiculous.”

I found Mr. Stuart Morris, secretary 
of the Peace Pledge Union, in the 
middle of preparing a 1,500-words 
reply to the attack on the union in 
the House of Commons. He told me 
that their . activities had been com
pletely misrepresented.

He said " observers ” from the Peace 
Pledge Union still attended the ses
sions of military tribunals, and would 
continue to do so.
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/6cz. January, 1940.

n for your letter of 

the 1st January and for letting me see the letter - 

which I now return - from Mr. Stanhope—Lovell, about 

the water supply and sanitation in the village of 

Aston Bampton, Oxfordshire.

As regards the water supply the position 

is that the scheme submitted by the Rural District 

Council of Witney, to which Mr. Stanhope-Lovell refers, 

has apparently been dropped by the Rural District Council 

because of the war, but, in view of the information you 

gave me, I have written to the Rural District Council 

asking them to give the matter further consideration.

I am still making inquiries into the sanitation 

in the village and I will let you know the result as soon

M4+9





39, Bow Road, V
‘ E.3. -
( 29. 1 . 40.

Dear Mr. Bud d,

I remeber our meeting very well. I wish it were possible to 

do more now. But I have been rather unwell and am very much tied 

up with the mather. Also there is very little chance in the House 

of Commons of being effective and if it so happens one of us say a 

word for Peace it is scarcely mentioned in the Press or Wirless Ne we. 

We must try by God’s good grace to preserve our faithand take 

advantage of every opportunity which falls my way. I often wish 

I were younger though I am grateful for being allowed so long an 

innings. It is loss of stength which sometimes gets me down. Bit 

in the end I come back to the thought. The evil which afflicts 

mankind is within ourselves and God has given us the means of finding 

a way out. I am sure the toil and thought, the joy aid 

our lives will some day in some way result in the way we 

Gods Will, will be done, on earth, as in heaven. 

All good wishes.
George Lansbury.

sorrow of 

all desire, 

(aHz),, 
OF 
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5th February, 1940.

I have your letter of the 3rd instant

about Richards and Barnes who are under sentence 

of death for active participation in the preparation 

of the bomb which killed five persons in Coventry.

As you will realise, the question whether 

I should be justified in recommending a reprieve 

for these men is one to which I have given much 

anxious consideration, and I have not ignored the 

considerations to which you rightly call my attention

I am sorry to have to tell you that after 

reviewing all the circumstances and weighing all the 

considerations I have come to the conclusion that I 

should not be justified in recommending interference 

with the due course of law. /
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Dear Mr. Armitage,

Thanks for sending me The Fortnightly, 
(one)

POLITICAL 01 
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M++7
It is a good 

issue, the’story of Poland’ is a true, even if at times perhaps, 
a little exaggerated. Beck is one of the wo rsf* double-crosse rs 

in European diplomacy. I said so when I met him twice 18 months 
ago. The real tragedy is our people, the Govt. knew him for what 
he was and is. I wish the popular press would print the whole 

article in serial or at least the portionndealing with Russia.

I always like reading David Cecil. He is of course right, 

in the main, about people and their views about the war. I am 

not sure I understand his conclusion. . If he means it is foolish 

to try and establish the Kingdom of God on earth then why bother 

about religion at all or like parrots repeat the prayer Thy will 

be done Thy kingdom come etc. Iagree:mankind has made material 

progress and does so after war, as was the case after 1918, but 

of what use is this if every few years all the force and energy of 

ci vi li sation is used fo r destruction. .During my life-time this 

has happened again and again. If our religion is incapable of 

staying this plague then shut up the churches. I take the —) 

contrary view. I believe Lionel Curtis is right. This collapse 

we are living through must be used to establish the ‘Kingdom’ • 

It will be a long job, but we must smash the notion that original 

sin is so firmly embedded in us it cannot by the grace of God . 

and the humility of men’s minds be changed. I trace the entire 

failure of religion to dominate life socially and nationally or
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. international/ to this fact.All its leaders unite in declaring 

Love is the foundation of happiness and then proceed to prove the 

futility of trying to apply it to life. I have never accepted the 

theory of sudden revolution. I hoped much from Russia and st i 11 do, 
but always told Bolsheviks leaders the test of their theory would 

-come with success.Would the leaders he willing to accept all that 

a classless .society means? I contended with them that Christianity 

stood for 4 such a society and acceptance of moral and religious 
-s-eemteneenaTepen, r-50, — -— - — ?e7 " 45 - —5 57 vse 20: —2 “ 1P3 - n —7—5 Tevsre’ epem-etEed thueardomepeede 258 00 

influence and force was the only road to sure salvation.

I do not know what to say to Canon Marriott ’ s questions • t 

I agree we must be willing to accept each other without tests of 

any kind - But when this is done what are we to unite in doing? 

We each follow our own religious or ethical teaching or try to do . 

so. . But what is our corporate attitude towards ’war1 as war?

I find myself more and more of a confirmed pacifist. There are 

many things for which I hope I would he willing to give my life or 

, lose it as Latimer, Ridley and millions like them have done, but I 
90— —59 

know of no cause which can justify me in asking young men to he 

trained so as to enjoy bombing expeditions or in fact to kill

‘ - anybody. Don' t rake up the story of a baby about to be killed.

I might in saving the baby kill the would-be murderer. If I failed 

to kill him I would not chase round for his mother, wife and babies 

to take vengeance'on them. Then what is to be our attitude toward 

business. I have been in it and know the man who considers 

others' is smashed in the whirlpool of competition, etc.etc.

4 Perhaps I am too old and fixed in my views for a new adventure, 

anyhow I am a bit tired writing and arguing. Life for me has been



_„GLEIA*s162 
, 7.3 4°

very mixed. Honestly I have tried ■ to live as a Christian but 

have often very often failed, defects of character and temper 

account for much failure. But over-riding everything else is the 

simple fact I have had to earn the means of life for myself and 

family within a society based on competitive struggle, a society 

which worships personal success whether in politics, business 

o r re ligion. This isacondition of things which is man made 

and in time can be changed. Prayer, co-operation one with another 

will help once we have seen clearly there are evils in the world 

which though personal are in fact impersonal and can only be 

effectively changed by collective action of those who see a 

great Light and are prepared to follow wherever it may lead. :

-. ' All good wishes.
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PEOPLE IN THE PARKS ARE 1

ASKING: ‘HOW’S MR LANSMIJRY?
moncn.

AK 6“16%, 

Of

A solitary spectator sitting by the 
water recalled the storm of criticism 
when, at 4.30 on June 16, 1930, 
“Uncle George,” as First Com
missioner of Works, declared the 
Serpentine open for mixed bathing, 
thereby transforming the furtive 
early morning male dip into healthy 
community bathing, and revolution
ising the swim-wear of the nation.

“First Commissioner of Good 
Works, I’d call him,” said the 

| spectator, being something of a 
wit. “The man who launched a 
thousand slips, eh ?.” ("A

HIS EXAMPL
A quarter of a million Londoners 

bathed from Mr Lansbury’s Lido in 
1937, and 90,000 people watched 
them. The numbers have fallen off 
recently—now that every park and 
every roadhouse has followed Mr 
Lansbury’s example.

He pulled up railings, invited the 
nation on to the grass, gave them 
food and refreshment in the parks. 
He gave them bowls at Alexandra 
Gate, a restaurant in Kensington 
Gardens, a paddling pond, goalposts, 
and a cinder track at the old Botanic 
Gardens in Regent’s Park, children’s 
enclosures, boating pools, amuse- 
nents in Bushey, Richmond, Peters- 
am, Greenwich, and half a dozen 
other parks besides.

He gave the Englishman the right 
to drink his glass of beer at Hampton 
ourt or at the Zoo.

im POLITICAL ul,
1Q AND 9,



THE LONDON SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS 
and POLITICAL SCIENCE.
HOUGHTON St., ALDWYCH,
LONDON, W.C.2. —

Further along, at Lansbury’s Lido, , 
the springboards have been rematted 
for another summer. Two men were 
mowing the grass of the sunbathing 
enclosures for their opening next 
month.

A solitary spectator sitting by the 
water recalled the storm of criticism 
when, at 4.30 on June 16, 1930, 
“Uncle George,” as First Com
missioner of Works, declared the 
Serpentine open for mixed bathing, 
thereby transforming the furtive 
early morning male dip into healthy 
community bathing, and revolution
ising the swim-wear of the nation,

“First Commissioner of Good
Works, I’d call him,” said the 

, spectator, being something of a 
wit. “The man who launched a 
thousand slips, eh ?" ()

HIS EXAMPLE
A quarter of a million Londoners 

bathed from Mr Lansbury’s Lido in 
1937, and 90,000 people watched 
them. The numbers have fallen off 
recently—now that every park and 
every roadhouse has followed Mr 
Lansbury’s example.

He pulled up railings, invited the 
nation on to the grass, gave them 
food and refreshment in the parks. 
He gave them bowls at Alexandra 
Gate, a restaurant in Kensington 
Gardens, a paddling pond, goalposts, 
and a cinder track at the old Botanic 
Gardens in Regent’s Park, children’s 
enclosures, boating pools, amuse
ments in Bushey, Richmond, Peters- 
aam, Greenwich, and half a dozen 
other parks besides. . ।

He gave the Englishman the right i 
0 drink his glass of beer at Hampton 
Court or at the Zoo.





• W. T. Beaumont & Son, strmme.r
Telephones : ROYAL 7028

5836 Bonded and Licensed Lightermen YOUR REF 
(After Hours) VIGILANT 5292
( ., ,, ) wanstead 0711 TUG AND BARGE OWNERS OUR REF...........................

MARK LANE STATION BUILDINGS,
1 6, BYWARD STREET,

LONDON,....... 2nd.... April................193 40

LONDON LIGHTERAGE CLAUSE.
The rates charged by us are for conveyance only, and are exclusive of dock dues, demurrage, disbursements, or other charges. They are quoted upon the express condition 
that the person with whom any contract is made is either the owner or authorised agent of the owner of the goods intended to be carried, and accepts both for himself and 
for all other parties interested in such goods the terms and conditions herein contained. The goods are carried only at Owners’ and/or Customers’ risk, excepting loss arising 
from pilferage and theft of goods on board the barge whilst in course of transit, liability for such loss or damage being limited at our option to £20 per package or unit 
or to £50 per ton. Save as aforesaid we will not be liable for any loss of or damage to goods entrusted to us for lighterage or for any loss damage or expense occasioned 
to the Owners of the goods or to the Customers, howsoever, whensoever, or wheresoever such loss damage or expense be occasioned, and whether or not such loss damage 
or expense be occasioned by unseaworthiness of craft or by any negligence, wrongful act, or default of our servants or agents, or other persons for whose acts we might 
otherwise be liable, or be occasioned by any delay or failure in collecting carrying or delivering the goods and although the barge for any reason may have deviated or 
departed from the intended transit with the goods and although the goods may have been loaded in the barge with other goods ; provided always that the foregoing 
exemption excluding us from any liability arising from unseaworthiness of craft shall not apply unless we are able to establish that we have not knowingly or recklessly 
supplied an unseaworthy barge for the service at the time of the commencement of the voyage to the ship wharf or quay to load. We will not be liable to contribute in 
general average. We will not be responsible for any consequences arising from strikes, lock-outs, or other labour difficulties. We are to be at liberty to employ any lighter 
tug or vessel belonging to other owners or to sublet the whole or any portion of the contract, and in either event the above terms and conditions shall apply to such 
employment or subletting and shall be deemed to have been agreed to between the goods Owner or Customer and such other Owners or Sub-contractors.

The Right Honourable George Lansbury 
30, Bow Road,

London,

Esq., M.P.

E. 3.

Dear Mr. Lansbury,

Reading the "Evening News" last night

I note that you are taking a much needed rest 

at 81, and I sincerely hope it will be beneficial 

to your health and that you will live on to see 

your ambition for peace rewarded.

I remember you many years ago with my

Dad, W.G. Beaumont, contesting Bow and Bronl ey 

Guardians. Eventually, I was apprenticed to the 

lighterage profession and became your lighterage 

contractor at Sugar House Lane, Strafford, E., 

(Messrs Burton, Brine & Read Ltd). Mr.Walter sHL.

Gould was in your office at the time. (They were (9, OF 2 o political^ 
good old days when everybody was happyJ) 9 9



The Rt. Hon. Geo. Lansbury Esq., -2- 2nd April 1940.

Like yourself and every Britisher we all want peace, and 

the right man in the right place and in the right job 

that he knows best, to help win the war at the right 

price with no profiteering.

My object in writing you is that you might 

be kind enough to pass on to your colleague, The Right 

Hon. Major Attlee, M.P. my letter (of which I enclose 

a copy) as an introduction and that you know me to know 

my job in the barge, tug and lighterage business, and 

that I may be of some use in saving a lot of unnecessary 

expense in reconditioning barges being sent from London 

to Glasgow. The cost must be enormous for the use which 

is going to be made of them. They should be seaworthy 

when they are taken over by the Ministry of Shipping, or 

not taken at all; as there are plenty on the Thames 

and other rivers in England’evidently suitable the person 

in charge does not appear to know his job of river craft 

to Coastal ports, etc. hence the waste of labour, material 

and expense.

I have an interview fixed with Major Attlee on 

Tuesday next at 10.30 a.m. at the House of Commons and would 

esteem it a great favour if you would acquaint him of your 

knowledge of myself being practical.

I take this opportunity of wishing you a good 

rest and good health.

Yours faithfully,



S Walk./

A Sritigh Natianal Picture.
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1lth
April,
1940.

Stuart Morris, 
peace Pledge Union, 
6, Endsleigh Street • 
London, W.C.

My dear Stuart,
Here is a message which ir read 

1 hope will be read in full.

I know some of you may not agree 
about Picketing, but there is no sense 
in my sending a message unless I say 
what I really think.

Every good wish to you all.

Cad w

2-9

/940



11th April 1940.

To My Comrades of the Peace Pledge Union.

Dear Comrades,

I am unable, owing to bad health, to attend the Annual Meeting, 
so am sending this letter which brings you my love and best wishes 
for a lively, harmonious and successful gathering.

We Pacifists are living through hard and difficult times. Each 
day brings us face to face with great trials of our faith. You who 
are of military age must often be perplexed and worried when you 
think of the merciless destruction of the rights and liberties, the 
freedom and peace of small and great nations, and the perpetual 
worry and loss sustained by friends and neighbours all around your 
own homes. Only those whose convictions are founded on reason and 
real faith that war is a crime are able to stand by and continue to 
refuse to join in• I am unable to stand idly by and find myself more 
and more absorbed with the desire to end the war as soon as possible 
but also to join in any place of social or public work which will 
in any way alleviate the mental worry and physical suffering of those 
whose loved ones are killed or maimed. The words "I will die for my 
faith, but not kill for it" are true for us, but we are also bound by 
another thought - if we will not destroy, we will do what is possible 
to save life and lessen suffering*

I very earnestly wish. Comrades, to urge you all to bear in 
mind the fact, we who are Pacifists must be as tolerant and 
forbearing as we hope others will be to us. Our country is at war 
and many thousands are much more troubled, worried and perplexed, 
wondering whether their loved ones will ever be seen again. We did 
our best to prevent the catastrophe* Now it is upon us, it is our 
bounden duty to do everything in our power to understand the motives 
of the vast majority who cannot accept our point of view, and let 
them know we respect and honour them for their courage, self-sacrifice 
and earnest endeavour on behalf of what they consider right* We must
not be self-righteous or try and pass judgment on others. By our 
words and actions we must express our Pacifist ideal of service with 
out violence. Because I think this way’I desire to appeal most 
e rently to all membwEgnOfekhRrE-Falist&r4l¥®rBP B&FV28818 Bu&n 
prereting" caKCBC"#YR or convert those worth having and men who are 
C.O’s. can easily discover how to make their position clear with 
any aid from us.

The main argument against
ANDO

Sopicseting is t 
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playing fair with Government or Parliament. We possess rights and 
privileges such as no other nation allows • No other nation allows 
Pacifists in war time. I beg you all to keep this in mind and do 
nothing to prejudice these privileges. It 18 never a good thing to 
exact the full "pound of flesh" when arguing or asserting one 8 right S.

As to Peace by Negotiation and stopping the War, we are allowed 
freedom to advocate this in and out of Parliament, and this we should 

. do with reason and discretion. There are times when "Silence is 
golden". Even so, we can at all times meet in our Groups and cheer 
and inspire one another to hold on to the faith, and when possible 
tell our neighbours and friends why we cannot take part in war. We 
need use neither slogans nor words which hurt the feelings of people 
who are quite as sincere as we think ourselves to be.

Finally, Comrades, my own faith that we are right never falters. 
Sometimes sickness and weariness comes over me and there is a dispo- 
sition to think perhaps you and I are people whose minds belong to a 
future age. This however is not true. We belong to to-day: Our 
Gospel is as old, true and solid as the hills. Violence and force 
have been tried again a nd again and have always failed, because such 
action is based on the foolish belief Evil may be overcome by Evil. 
Jesus and all truly religious teachers unite in calling us to a better 
way. The way of Love and Service neither you nor I will ever be able 
to live as we desire. God, if not men, will judge us by what in our 
inmost heart we long to be. We are standing four square for the 
Principle that all peoples of the world are equal in the sight of God; 
All wars are wars between brethren; and all evil and good comes from 
us as individuals. So Comrades with confidence hold on to the truth 
your conscience reveals to you and honour and respect those whose 
conscience leads them along the opposite road.

May I add these verses from a hymn which always cheers and 
comforts me. Who shall dare to say that all will be lost and God, 
religion, freedom and culture, no more be found in the land. No, hard 
terrible and bitter as life will be when this war ends, be it soon or 
late, let us pray that and work that it may be soon. One thing is 
certain, witnesses for God’s truth will remain, and out of the 
catastrophe and ruins man will laboriously and with faith in God and 
His will slowly and surely build a better, nobler civilisation. Here 
are the verses:•



• 3 =.

And ye, beneath life’s crushing load 
Those forms are bending low, 

who toil along the climbing way, 
with painful steps and Blow, • 

Look now. for glad and golden hours 
. Come ewfitly on the wing:

| 0 rest beside the weary road 
And hear the angels sing.

For lol the days are hastening on.
By prophet-bards foretold.

When with the ever-circling years
Comes round the age of golds 

When peace shall over all the earth
Its ancient splendours flin.

And the whole world send back the sons 
Which now the angels sing.

Once more with every good wish and love to you all.
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TELEPHONE:
ENFIELD 0121

11, ABBEY ROAD

ENFIELD

MIDDLESEX

15th April, 1940.

The Rt. Hon. George Lansbury, M.P.,
at The.Shack, 
Lodge Hill Road, 
Farnham, Surrey.

My dear George Lansbury,

It was so nice of you to write to me. I do appreciate 
it.

Grace and I have thought of you so much during this past 
week. You speak of fame as nonsense - Einstein said to me, "Fame 
only means that people run after you and you have to run away", but 
you have more than fame, as millions of people love you as they love 
no other man. It used to make you angry when people said, "We love 
George Lansbury,, but ..........  believing that you were good, but 
hopelessly unpractical. There has been a remarkable change in that 
attitude. Now they say, "We love George Lansbury and he is right, 
but .....................  "We.. cannot rise to his height.” We know you are 
often very lonely - it is strange that the most loved man in the 
world to-day must be lonely, because everyone looks up to him, and 
we cannot get up to his level. It is a big step that they are 
beginning to understand that you are right, and these dark days will 
teach us all that fact perhaps as nothing else will. It is a big 
price to pay to learn a very simple thing. If all your life’s work 
had failed, you would not be a failure. Surely it is what we are, 
more than what we do,that matters. But your life’s work has not 
failed, even if it stopped now it would not have done so. This is 
not the end — we are at the threshold of a new life. The birth pangs 
are indeed terrible, but it will not be death, it will be life. 
We believe that the crowning act of your life is yet to come. We 
do not know it is and it may cost you your life - a thing of small 
importance to you. All your life will make this great effort 
possible. That you await the call and are ready, we know. We love 
you how. One day all mankind will understand what you have seen and 
live for. We needs must love the highest when we see it. We thank 
you that you are what you are.....................................................................JAL

Your friends 3 OF %
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Ancoats Hospital

Mill Street,

18th April, 1940.

Dear Mr. Lansbury

How very kind of you to write to me! Your 
letter did much to cheer me and encourage both 
my wife and I during the darkest days of last 
week.

I am glad to say that the course seems now 
to be set for recovery and I am hopeful of being 
able to resume my work soon after Whit sun tide. 
The genuine conscientious objector need have no 
fear that I shall be less a champion of his 

rights than in the past.

Yours sincerely

The Rt.Hon. George Lansbury, M. P
The Shack,
Lodge Hill Road,
FARNHAM,
Surrey.
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Am going to Coulsdon for 
the week end.

19, Southampton Buildings 
W.C.2.

19th April 1940

Dear Dad,

Many thanks for the card. Although Violet told me 
by telephone on Monday that it had arrived, she didn’t 
redirect it until yesterday and it arrived last 
night. It is Anna’s birthday you mean isn’t.' I am 
never sure if it is the 19th,' 20th or 21st, but I 
rather think it is the 20th. She goes back to 
school today. Miss Jewson is in London and is going 
to meet Violet and Anna at the station so that Violet 
won’t have to travel to Peaslake. It is very nice 
of her to think of it as now Violet won’t have to 
buy a railway ticket.

Since you wrote the card I have seen Eric and he said 
you were not so well, but yesterday Daisy telephoned 
to say that you were a little better. I do hope we 
get some warm weather soon. The sun is shining here 
at the moment, but the wind is very cold.

I suppose it is useless to tell you not to worry 
about the International situation. My only hope is that 
out of the misery which exists now something better will 
come, but I am afraid that is optimistic until we get 
rid of all the present governments. The British stand 
an awful lot but with the cost 'of living rising every 
day and conditions getting worse surely soon a great 
outcry will arise against the War. It seems so 
obvious that War has never brought anything to the 
workers but misery and worse conditions. However, so 
long as there are some people prepared to fight for 
peace, we don’t have to give up hope and there are lots 
of conscripts who have no illusions about the War. They’ll 
carry on the fight for a better world like you have done 
all your life, even though their methods may be 
different and Ian and the other babies will have a chance 
of a happier life.

Eric had lunch with me. at the flat on Wednesday. He 
looks better, though not as though he can rush about 
much yet.

Lots of, Love

Mluuo







AAnd. Ruxelbf -
FORD HOUSE,

DREWSTEIGNTON, 
DEVON.

April 19th.

Dear G. L.
I shall be able to get to London on Sunday and 

shall be there, I hope until Friday- will it be possible, 
during that time to see you? I do hope so as I want to be en
couraged as only you can encourage one. That sounds rather mor
bid I know, and I’m not really feeling as depressed as that, 
but even so it will be good to see you.

As there won’t be time, or indeed any reason for you to 
answer this letter, shall I ring up when I get to London on 
Sunday evening or perhaps on Monday morning? My friend, about 
whom I wrote to you will be coming up with me and will be very 
happy if you can find time to talk to him.

Thank God the Danes behaved like the sensible people we 
always thought they were. It really heartens me to think of 
their tremendous sanity and goes a long way towards making 
me feel reasonably hopeful again. I wonder what s happened to 
that nice restaurant up above Oslo where we used to eat and 
look at the view? Full of soldiers I suppose!

yours,

P. S. hasn’t Ray made a good job of the Tribune?
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14, Sloane Gardens, 
S.W.l.







The "SHACK" Lodge Hill Road, FARNHAM, Surrey.







THE FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION
•17, RED LION SQUARE, LONDON, W.C1

Telephone & Telegrams: CHANCERY 7917-8

Chairman: The Rev. Prof. C. E. RAVEN, D.D.
... . .__ — f The Rev. ALAN BALDING, M.A.Vtce-Chatrmen: L The Rev. Prof. G H c MACGREGOR, D.D.

Joint Hon. Treasurers: { A: HARPER BOND 
- ISAAC

General Secretary: The Rev. LESLIE ARTINGSTALL, B.A.

Regional Secretaries:

NORTH WEST:
The Rev. G. Lloyd Phelps, B.D., 
The Milton Hall, 
244, Deansgate, 
Manchester, 3.

NORTH EAST:
Max Walker, 
c/o St. George's Vicarage, 
Leeds, 2.
Tel: Leeds 29061

WEST MIDLANDS:
The Rev. JOHN Mellor, B.A., 
Rainbow, 
Wyche Road, 
Malvern, 
Worcs.

CENTRAL:
Bucks, Berks & Oxon.
The Rev. Sydney H. Wing, 
16, Brooklyn Drive, 
Caversham, Reading, 
Berks.
Tel: Reading 71790.

EASTERN:
Richard C. Wood, M.A.
The Manse,
17, Dundonald Drive, 
Leigh-on-Sea, 
Essex.
Tel: Leigh-on-Sea 75515

SOUTH EAST:
The Rev. C. Paul Gliddon, 
17, Red Lion Square, 
W.C.I.

WEST & SOUTH WEST:
Devon & Cornwall.
Mrs. E. Ghosh, 
Trelaske House, 
Looe, Cornwall. 
Tel: Looe 7X2

Somerset & Dorset.
Donald J. Weight,
Greycot,
The Roman Way, 
Glastonbury, Somerset, 
Tel: Glastonbury 39.

Gloucester, Wiltshire & Hampshire.
Miss E. O. Comber, 
Frogmarsh Lodge, 
Woodchester, Stroud, Glos. 
Tel: Amberley 188.

SOUTH WALES:
Miss OLIVE BICKLEY, 
47, Caegwyn Road. 
Whitchurch, Glam. 
Tel: Whitchurch 413.

SCOTLAND:
The Rev. Lewis MACLACHLAN, M.A. 
8, Orchard Drive, 
Giffnock, Glasgow.
Tel: Giffnock 2470.

April 22nd. 1940.

The Right Hon. George Lansbury, M.P. 
Manor House Hospital, 
Golders Green, N.W.

Ny dear George Lansbury,

I am so sorry to see in the paper, that at 

last you have had to take some rest and I do not 

want to prevent that in the least, but I am just 

sending this note of most affectionate good wishes

to you from all members of the Fellowship.

Hoping that you will soon be your usual

self.

Yours ever,

<<SH L/s.
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EMBASSIES OF RECONCILIATION

Canon Charles E. Raven, D.D., Chairman
Barrow Cadbury, J.P. 1
The Rev. J. Nevin Sayre, B.D. J "redourer

The Rev. Henry Carter, C.B.E.
H. Runham Brown
Prof. F. Siegmund-Schultze, D.D.
Percy W. Bartlett, Secretary

16, VICTORIA STREET
LONDON, S.W.1.

Tube Stations : St. James’s Park 
and Westminster. .

Telephone No. : Whitehall 4089

22nd April, 1940.

The Rt.Hon.George Lansbury, M.P., 
Manor House Hospital, 
North End Road, N.W.H.

My dear G.L. ,

I hear that you are in for a rest, and am sorry to hear 
that the stay in Surrey has not by itself done the trick.

This is just to let you know that we are all thinking of 
you and anxious for the news that you are out and about again. 
I expect that with children and grandchildren you have got 
loads of visitors just now, and there is probably a queue of 
other people; but we should like to be on the visiting list 
too when you begin to get lonely. We miss you a great deal, 
and Henry and I have never yet had that chat with you. As 
you know, we need your help in all sorts of ways.

Corder and I were hoping to go to Geneva today to meet 
an American Friend, Raymond Wilson of the American Friends 
Service Committee, Philadelphia; but the Passport Office . 
unkindly refused Permits. Worse still, they have refused a 
Permit to Prof.G.H.C.Macgregor, who was going to give a series 
of Summer School lectures for Friends in America. So we are 
all prisoners in our own country, at any rate for the time 
being. But we are trying to do things in other ways, as you 
may guess, in spite of difficulties. And it is extraordinary 
how people manage even in times like these to maintain a 
measure of cheerfulness and hope. Even if you are not 
yourself for the moment on the field of action, we have not 
forgotten your leadership and we are still looking to you for 
inspiration.



00 MUST to 1 WRE (O0RSELF /

AHSWRNG. THIS. 

RG-AIH, Soot.

DEA R DAD,

As IS Just A WTLE NOTE To THANK

Y00 FoR THE WJ TTLE WINK YOU GAVE

ME WITH YOUR LEFT EYE VHEN 1 LF1

100 TODAY. 11001 IT ns A Eon Or sMPAmy
AND RHUSEMEHT _

SHE’s A REAL TheTAK, IS MES POTT BUI

GHE REALLY IS THE MOST ExHAVSTING OLD

LATY IVE EVER MET

1 DIDN’T WARN YOU IN ADVANCE THAT

SHE INTENDED COMING , BKCAVSE I THOUGHT

PERHAPS THE THOQ&HTs oF EXPECTING HER 

YOULD 66 MORE TIRING THAN HER ACTUAL 

VISIT.

PRSD NALLY I HATE VistTRs WHEN I’M 

ILL., EXCEPT MY NEAREST FRIENGS, Bo | 

BELEVE You ARE MORE GENE RDUS A MINDED



IHRN RM.

SeU L-

PLEASURE 10
Y{OU.

AND

ALLOVJL

IS VEKy

POUND.

MAYE

SHE FORGOT 10 GIVE MESSAGE

THE WOMAN

AND ALWAYS WAN

WHEN

1O TO

0

Ary Op( MKS,

PRINTING BECAUSE

TRoUG H SD MOCH

BECOME AL-MOS)
UN READABLE.

AND

V22L .

49 1P OF •
POLITICAL 

o AND (

°Mic so)

M4+1





CO





/V1 4 49



/ COP ^ • ' ,
, G’T, s last latter to me April 22 n 1940. ( I 4
/ \ .
J C/o D.G.CPle (?) . The Shack, Farnham, Surrey. -—f

- Rsa Cych) Sunday.

((887—5%). - ‘ 1 

; My dear Stafford,
I won't 02 able to sse you for a little while, so an 

sending this note to bring you and Geoffrey my love congratu

lations and every good thought on the completion of your wonder- 

ful journey. I trust, you are both vary well and now you are 

home you will be able to take a leading part in public affairs. 

I have heard from Isobel of all your visits and interviews, 

your book when it is written will have a wonderful story to tell, 

As to myself I am more a Pacifist than ever if this is 
possible. I see no’hope for mankind except through morality 

practised as set out in all religions. It may take a lone time 

to bring such a change about, but there is no other way.

- I have been very in bronchitis indigestion and last my 

heart it is this which made me leave Bow for a time. Graham Pol 

and his people have .known me for 20 years and wanted me to come 

and I wanted to get-away from the strife of tongues. So here I 

am for a time. My heart is better but objects to any exertion 

and otherwise I am improving. My love and every good wish to 

you both and all the family.

As ever,
Yours,

George Lansbury. -,



Rev. R. G. LEGGE.

’Phone : AMHerst 3019.
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23rd April, 1940.

The Rt. Hon. George Lansbury, M.P., 
Manor Hospital, 
Golders Green,
N.W.
My dear Old Friend,

I was thinking of writing to you asking for 
another article for "The Baptist Times" when I saw the |

announcement in the daily Press that you had gone into 
hospital for observation. I hope you, with a mind at rest, 

are maintaining your traditional cheerfulness. You may 

be sure that you are remembered in the prayers of your many 

friends, who give God thanks at their remembrance of you.

We have been in the Labour movement for many years, i 

and have watched it through many transitions. We have 

seen leaders come and go, but I rejoice that, however much 
we may have agreed or disagreed, our friendship has never 

needed repair.
God bless you, old friend, and give you the (Z"°ANJCAL. 

consciousness that "underneath are the Everlasting Arms". "os9) 

Get well as soon as you can, but don’t be in too much of a
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hurry. That usually impedes progress.

With kindest regards.
Yours sincerely,
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KINGSLEY HALL AND THE CHILDREN’S HOUSE

Telephone 
ADVANCE 2532 

( 23. U.Qo.
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Please address all letters to:

Kingsley Hall 
Powis Road 
Bow, E.3
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