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FABIAI'l t'iW.l!!;'.L'"I, 

Report of Orp;a.nising & Pro~a.nda Committee Meeting 
Tnursday, Januar,y 7th, 1915. 

Present: H. Snell (in chair), Hrs. V/ebb e.nd Sanders. 

1. MP.l!lbership: 

(a) January candidates (27) we~e elected, 

(b) Request rras r"ceived fran t,he Edinbu:§h Un.tve!'sity 
F.S. that the whole of the members o~ that Society 
should b e n ~~ 1:'JIIit.t.ed to become 1'\lll r.1eobers of t.he 
London Sooiet,y for the pa;yr.1rmt of one sum of 10/-
:per annum in place of the membc;rship fee of 1/ ... per 
member, We recommend that the Edinb•.!rgh Society 
be infonne>d t.ha.t in vie·n of the smallness of t.he 
existiThg c~rge it cannot be reduced. 

~. Belgia.11 :.rewt:.ng: 
Th~ ->,ot.al -receipts fro::~ se.le of tioket.s and donations 

amot:nt to P-94. 0. 6, Th8 expendit;<re will probably 
not exceed £20. A oheq~e for £70 on e.cootcnt has 
been sent t.o M. Vandervelde, A oolleotion at the 
Hall doors made on behalf of the Camite Official 
de Seoours atut Viotimes Belges de la Guerre realised 
£.23. 9. e. 

3, C=non Room: 
The number• of members who have joined, or stated 
their intent:l.on of jo~ing the Common Room is! to 
date (Jan. 7th) 1 76. The amo~~t received for rirst 
year1 s s~bscrip~ions is £10,16, 6. 

4, Research Department Rent: 
Application has been r eceived for a reduction in 
the amount for Rent Y~~(£70) charRed to the Research 
Department. vre are of the opinion that the comner-
cial value of the roams occupied by the Departmemt 
is f'ul!y £70 per annum. It has 1 however been 
pointed out to us that the Rooms allotte~ to the 
Common Room for which also £70 is to be oh&rged, 
a!'e somewhaf. larger tha.n those oocu!)ied by the 
Research Depa.rtraent, and that the rent therefore 



ahould not be the ..... We therefore oona14er that 
e1 ther the rea\ obu'pcl \o the ao-on aoo. should be 
1!"1& per IIDIMI or the rent ot the aeaearoh DepU"Uient 
re4uoe4 to tal per t.nnw~. 

I a. Oharges tor Heating und Olean1nga 
we haYe oonal4ere4 the question of the o~a to be 

made tor olein1ng and heat1ns the rooms occupied bJ 
the aeeearoh I)Departaent t.nd we reoOI'Diend that the 
foll/~ng, biaed on actual cost, be adopteda -

• Cleaning~ per week, 3/Sd. 
/ lleatlq, \Id. per tire per day. 

,{ ' 
H. SJBLL, 

Acti~g Ohalrman. 
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FABIAN SOCIETY. 

Report of the F:i.na.noe & General Purposes C o:rmittee Meeting 
14th January, 1915, 

Present: Ensor (in chair), Miss Atkinson_1 Sanders 
and Hon. Secretary. Also Mrs. webb. 

1. Finance: 
Report sh~~ing decline in subscriptions in 9 months 

from £619 to £447 was received, 

2. Lectures: 
For the unfilled date f., Feb. 26th .l t,he Gen. Secretary 

reported he has asked Sir Edwin .t!Oare and Mr. Philip 
Graves and had had no reply. 

(The !!la. tt.er is rather urgent), 
3, Grants: 

It wa.s resolved t.o pa.y affiliation fees (17/8d.) to 
the Women's International Council of Socialist a.nd 
Labour Organisa~ions, and not to pay any donation 
to the Jdnt Committee for t.he abolition of Half Time 
Labo'llr, 

4, Methods of Preventing War: 
On a. letter from Mr, Joseph Rowntree to Mrs. Webb pre-

sent:.ng £100 to the Sooiet.y for t.he Resea.roh Department, 
and a menorandurt by Mrs. Webb suggest:l.ns< tha.t the mopey 
be handed to the Research Department with the r eq'llest 
that they will appoint a Committee to aroninister the 
money and that L.S. Woolf, a member, and a.n ex Civil 
Servant ~rom Ceylon, b e paid a fee of £50, for the 
preparat-ion of e. Report, it wa.s agreed -

That the proposals as outlined in Mrs. Webb 1 s 
Memorandum, be approved, a.nd the money handed 
t.o the Research Depart~ent for the purpose 
indica.t,ed. 

? Resolution of thanks to Mr. Rowntree) . 



5, SU."l'!l"ilG r School Com;nitte c : 
Th e Executive has to ap:;:Joi nt four of Hs members as 

delegates: the pr esent !:l~berR are: -
Hiss Atldnson, l.!iss Hanlt:!.nson, Ha.rben and Pease. 
The Co:rrai~,t e e r eoomend that 

Miss Atk:...'lson 
Dodd 
Pease 
Mrs. Webb 

be appointAd. 

6, WoriO":len 1 s llational Housing Com1cil: 
Meeting Friday, Janua:r:'r 22nd at 8, 0 p,m, (Time of 
Hiss Atk"'.nson's Lecture), 
Referred t.o Executive to appoint delegate. 

7, Ohain;sn for lfiss Atki nson: 
Referred to r:xe cu+,:'.ve t o ap!)oint. 

R,C,K, :S!JSOR1 Acting uhainnan. 



The letter from Mr. Joseph Rowntree relates to the 
renewal or a donation of ClOO which he made for three success-

' ive years to the National Committee for the Prevention of 
Destitution. When that work slackened, I suggested to him 
that he should give it to the Fabian Research Department, 
which with some hesitation he did. When I wrote to him in 
November last inviting him to renew it he demurred to our 
subjects under investigation, expressing a feeling that the 
best minds of the country should be directed to the terms or 
peace. I have now got him once more to give the £100 on the 
conditions of the above letter. 

The cheque was made out to me personally, but as he 
mentions the Fabian Society I handed it to the General Sec-
retary. It is now for the Executive Committee to authorise 
action. 

AS my husband and I are specially mentioned, we have 
been considering what to advise. We think that it is very 
desirable (i) that some useful contribution should be made 
to our knowledge on the subject of what could reasonably be 
put into the ~arms of Peace with the object of preventing 
future wars; (ii) that the Fabian Society should be in a 
position, a few months hence, to publish something solidly 
instructive on the subject, especially for the information 
of the Socialist and Labour Parties. We ought to aim at get-
ting something actually out by Whitsuntide. 

We do not see that this can be done by any available 
volunteer effort. (We ourselves have too much on hand to be 
able to do the work). We think that the only way to get any-
thing good enough is to pay a substantial fee. We have thought 
over possible people; and we suggest the name or L.S. Woolf, 
a practised writer, ex-Civil Servant in Oeylon, interested in 
legal questions; a member of the Fabian Society and of the 
Research Department £or which he has been working, We have 
sounded him as to his willingness to undertake the work, and 
give his time and energy to it for some months for an honorarium 
of £50; and we have ascertained that he would be willing, if 
entrusted with the task, to throw himself cordially into it. 

We suggest also that it would be a good thing if the 
Fabian Society could formulate a policy on the subject, to be 
issued at the same time - if we find a policy ! Such a poliQy, 
expressed in terse resolutions, had better not appear ever · 
Mr. Woolf's name, but as the decision of a Oommittee, which, 
if generally sanctioned by the Executive, could be published 



in the name of the Committee (if need be·, with individual ~ 
dissents or alternations), 

Whatever line the Executive now decides to take, I 
suggest that it would be desirable that the conduct of the 
enquiry according to the scheme decided on should fall within 
the sphere of the Fabian Research Department, which could then 
form a new Committee of those specially interested in the 
subject, parallel with the two Committe~now at work on the 
Control of Industry and Insurance. There would be some little 
expenses for materials, etc., and the printing would have to 
be paid for, so that the £100 might simply be handed over to 
cover the honorarium and these expenses. 



~IAH ~. 

Report 10f Com:non Room ?ro-0-sional Co1:n:r!.ttee !leetir!gs 
December 17th, 1914, and Januf\ry 14th, 1915. 

vre issued a circular sent. out vrith the Fabian I~ews giv'....ng 
the scheme for the C o:111non Room •·rhich has been gcmerally approved 
by t,he Executive ComJLi.ttee, We have decided to open the Common 
Room from January 21st to February 8th free to all members and 
associates as an advertisement, 

We have dra·.m up the following estimate of the first year's 
eXIJend:.ture: 

Rent £70; heating, l\<:1ting a"ld cleaning £30; attendance 
£20; nevtspapers e..."ld :nagaz:b1es £10; homora.r:!.um to secretary £10; 
sundries £10, Total ~150. 

11fe haYe drn; m up a scal e of c':largea for light refreshments 
and are a~rangL"lg for a supply through a contractor. 

\'.re are proposing that r.!is s F. E. Thonas act as se oretary 
of the Common Roam, 

'.'fe are l1old~ .. ng a miletine; of the members of the Common 
on !"ebruary 9tll to else•, a Cmnmit.tee and to a:;Jprove rules. 
rules \'rill be subject •.o t :1e confirmation of the Execl~tive 
mittee, 

Room 
The 

Com-

We shall propose tha+. the 3xecutive C~:aittee shall !•etail1 
the right. to use the Common :<i.ooms for social gatherings, etc, on 
24 evenings per ann= w:i.thm.:t excluding the membe rs of the 
C=non Room. 

\le reommaend t-:1a.t. a formal \.i!lde rstand:i.ng s:1ould be made 
t!lat +,!",e Co=on Ro ou Conr!t'.ttee shm.:.ld r.JanagG the Comnon Room on 
behalf of ~:ne SXec,.:o.tive Co:nnit.teCJ and be resnonstble to tho 
Executive C om.1i +.te e; and t.h:J.t the furniture,· eto, in the C ornmon 
Room is the property of ~·.he Fabian Society. 

ThA m41!1ber of memb Grs and as sociates who !lave joined the 
Oommrm Room, to date (Jan,Hi,l915 ) is 151. T~1e amm:nt of sub-
sc~~tians received is ~51. 5. 6. 

F. La·,yson Dodd. ) 
M, P. Reeves. ) Chairmen. 
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FABIAN SOCIETY. 

Report of Publishing Committee Keoting Friday, January 29th, 
1915. 

Present: Squire (in chair), Miss Lawrence, Mrs. Reeves 
and Sanders. 

1. Socialism and the Arts of Use: 
Report was received that this Tract was published 

and would be sent out with the Feb. Fabian News. 

g, Manuscripts: 

(a) Vulliamy's Shelley No. 2. 
In view of the unfavourable reports on this MS. 
it was decided to decline with thanks. 

(b) Emil Dav1es' Post Office: 
Awaiting further reports from members of Committee. 

~)LO~-r~~:...O....~IJ~ ~· 
;5. Reprints, etc. q ., I o~ ~ ~. 

(a) No. 176, ~ar and tho ~orkors: 
It wa~> repor:.Ad th::.t. saJ.es wore now slow and 

tht.t. stovk ~n hl!.ll(l. ~Jf,s J. ,400 copies. Decided 
th11.t type l;o C.J. ci.r~. bntod and no moulds taken. 

(b) No. 5. Fcots for Sonialistn: 
Rev!!ie rAportcct to be r.omplete and it was ordered 

to !:le sot. Ut:. 

4. Tracts in Prepara7..5.cn or Contemp:te.tion: 
An off'tw by Squire to wri to a Tra.ct on She lle y 

we.& ~<.cc upted. 

5. Free Grant of Tr~cte: 
S1dr.er Eali. roquost1ng a free grant of' Trao1s 
for Bt~r.et~ HouLo and that the institution be 
put on the !-'reo List. Agreed. 

6. Change in Staff: 
As a mc.tter of' urgency th'3 Gonore.l secretary reported 
thet S.V. £ut i nson, the offic& boy, hed left et short 
not1c-o to "Le.kc 1 :~ a better po~ltJ on, enC. ths.t h.:~ had 
engaged in his plE>.co , for a vecil:, c.n t.rjal, Wm. Dr1scoll. 
The engagement had been med.e thr·ou.gh a Labour Exche.nge. 

J.C. SQUIRE, 
a.t..in C_h a.il'III.an . 



FABIAN SOCIETY. 

Report of Organising & Propaganda Committee Meeting 
4th February, 1915. 

Presont; Mrs. Webb {in chair), Ervine, Dodd & Sanders. 

1. Membership: 

(a) January candidates (7) were elected. 

(b) Report on Financial position of University Societies 
(which has beon circulated) was received. It was 
understood that a further report would be presented 
by the Finance & General Purposes Committee to a 
fUture Executive Committee Meeting. 

2. International Conforonoo of Socialist Women: 
Letter was received from the British Section or the 

Women's International Council of Socialist and 
Labour Organisations, stating it had beon suggested 
that a Oonforenco of Socialist Women should be held 
in Berne, and asking our views; also a letter from 
Dr. Fairfiold asking for instructions on the subjobt, 
Decided that our representatives on the British 
Section have a free hand but that we cannot contrib-
ute towards expenses of the Conference. 

3, conference on "Daily 01tizon": 
Invitation received to Conference at Memorial Hall 

on February 24th. Aereed to attend. Executive Com-
mittee to appoint 2 delegates with no instructions. 

4. Kanifosto on Food Prices: 
Letter from Golder's Green F,S, received requesting 
that the Fabian Society issuo a manifesto on Food 
Prices. Decided that tho attention of tho Golder's 
Green F.S. be called to the manifesto of the Workers' 
National Committee. 

5. Request for grant for meeting: 
Dirminghnm U.F.S. applied for a grant towards cost 
of meeting to be addressed by Mrs. Wobb, under pro-
vincial lecture scheme. It was agreed that a grant 
not exceeding £2 be made providing particulars are 
aro furnished. 



(~'. 6. Appeal for Belgian Trade Unionists: ~ 
Oir~ular fro~ Trades Union Congress Parli~mentary 

Committee for fine.ncial help for Belgian Trado 
Unionists. Agreed that a short appeal be printed 
in News. 

7. Food Prices Conference: 
Invitation received to send two delegates to a Con-
ference on Food Prices under auspices of Workers' 
National Committee. Agreed that delegates be sent, 
to be appointed by Executive Committee. 

e. Common Room: 
It was reported that the number of roombers of Common 

Room to date was 232. 

11. Agreement with Consteblo: 
Lotter was read from Constable agreeing to cancel 

agreement to publish Rosoarch Department books. 

10. Request to issue a document entitled, "The Right Mo~ent• 
with March Fabian News: 

This request was considered and a report upon it drawn 
up and circulated to the Executive Committee, 

BEATRICE WEBB, 
Acting Cha.irman. 



THE FUIANCI~POSITION OF 'I'HI!. UNI'ITJ!:it::i l'!'l rnta~U< 
SOCIETIES WIT!; REGARD TO THE LOJ!DCN I•ABI.AN SOCIETY, 

The office has boon instructed to !eport on the fin-

ancial position of the University Fabian Sociotios with 

regard to the London Fabian Society, 

It has boen the practice for the Executive Committee 

to elect all members and associates of the University Fabian 

Societies as full members end associates of the London Fabian 

Society on the understanding that the University Fabian 

Societies pay 1/- per annum to the London Fabian Society tor 

each member and associate, as membership and associateship 

subscription. This toe is not collected by the Fabian Office 

from each University member and associate, the arrangement 

being that a sum should be paid annually by each University 

Fabian Society sufficient to cover all tho feos duo. 

Tho present posi t ion of the various University Fabian 

Societies with regard to these fees is as followss 

Aberystwyth U,F.S, has paid 10/- since its formation 1n 1013. 

Birmingham U.F.S. has paid tees up to March 31st, 1g14. 

Cambridge U.F.S. has not paid since 1913, when £8 15. o. was 
paid for arrears. Up to March 3lst,1914, 
£12 VIaS due. 

Edinburgh U.F.S. has paid irregularly in odd amounts. 
21/- was paid in 1914. 

Glasgow U.F.S. was considerably in a1·rears and the S:xec, Oom, 
agreed thRt 1 t should be allo;v0d to recommenoo 
paymencs from last year. It now sends one 
shil ling for every new member. Amount paid in 
1Ql4 was :?.6/-. 



LivGrpool U.F.S. has paid 31/· since 1911. 

London U.F.S. paid nothing from 1911 until 1914 when 2/6 
was paid. 

Manchester U.F.S. has paid since 1~10 22/- in small amounts. 

Oxford U.F.S. paid in 1914 fees due to Maroh 31st, 1~12. 

Sheffield U.F,S. , formed in 1014. Paid 2/-. 
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~ .. v....... uo "'"'"" QU ~;ne I·o J. J.OWlng con!l1 t 1ons, w 
published in FABIAtl NEWS. 

In response to a desire which has been expressed by 
various members the Executive Committoe has decided, as an 
experiment, to ~fford, to members wishing it, the following 
facilities for submitting to all the members of the Society 
any proposals which it is desired to bring before the Annual 
lloeting: -

1. Any document submitted on behalf of twenty members for 
circulation must take the f or rr. of a reas oned s tatement in 
support of definite r esolutions to be coved at the Annual 
Meeting, foroal notice of thes e resolutions be ing given 
at the sar.J e tlme. If the resolutions aim at alt eration 
of the Rules or Basis, they must be drafted with precision 
so as to permit of incorporation without verbal change in 
the constitution as printed in the last Annual Report. 

2. The doc\L"llent must be free fro m personalities and from 
denunciation of any group or section, within the Society 
or withoutJ and must not exceed in length 2,000 >70rds. 

3. The document, together with notice of the resolutions 
which it is proposed to move, must be received in the 
office before the 23rd of February. (For this year only , 
the date of 12th March i s substituted). In order to per-
mit opportunity for notice to be ei ven of amendments, it 
will normully be issued with FABIAN NEWS for April. 

4. It wi ll be open for any member to give notice before 
23rd of April or nny amendments to t he r esolu t ions or 
which notice has t hus been ei ve n wh ich it i s des ired to 
place upon t ho notice paper for t he Annual Meeting.• 
Any twenty mem bers may subuit fo r circulation with FABIAN 
NEVIS for Muy, a reply or counter statement on the same 
subject, either in support or such amendment, or merely in 
support of the negative . Such a repl y or counte r s t atement 
must not exceed in l ength 2, 000 ~ords. 

6. Slha Executive Oo!'lrnitteo 1~ill, if they thiilk fit, report 
to the members upon the resolution or amendments of ~hich 
notice has been given, and n ake any comments that they 
consider necessary upon any statement or counter statement, 
either in the sarr.e issue of FABIAN NEWS, or subsequently. 

6, No expense roust be thrown on the Society's funds by the 
circulation or any statement or counter statement, and 
accordingly e. sum, calculated as just equivalent to the 
extra cost of printing, etc., must be paid before the doo~ 
ment is set up. If owing to several documents having to 
be simult aneously circulated extra postage is involved, the 
amount must bo shared and refunded. 

• Amendments strictly within the definition of amendments, 
may be moved without previous notice, but it is usually 

convenient for such notice to be given if possible. 
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~~ ~ rJ~J:_~£-fn-I{~J Jlw 

1. That the privilege accorded to :ne:::~.be rs or associates of 
University Fab~an Societies of being a~~tted also to member-
ship or associ.ateship of the parent Soci.ety ·THhout sub-
scription, on pa11ment of a fee of one shilling a year by the 
University Pabian Society in respect of su ch person, was 
intended only for students in :r-esidence at +;n.e University or 
in attendance on its courses, 

2. That with regard to nmv members or associates for whon 
membership or assooiateship of the parent Society is desired 
the application rm..:.st state def:!ni tely that t:!1e candidate is ' 
a student in residence or attenda!loe, and must be accor:1panied 
by the fee of one shilling vrhich will b e deemed to be ih 
respect of the year then current, ending on the 31st of ~-~arch 
next ensuing. 

By tJ:ce term nstudent 11 is mea."lt prilmrily an undergraduate 
durit1g his first three years; out students continuing in resi-
dence or attendance f or a fourth or a fifth year in orde r to 
take a further examination, or a seco!ld degree, are not ex-
cluded. 

3, mhat the collective annual fee of O!le shilling in respect 
or' each member or associate who is a ;r.ember or associate also 
of the parent Society must be paid durin~ the first quarter 
of t:!le Society's year (namely during AprJ.l, r.:ay or June); that 
the pa:y:nent m:.: at be aoco::~panied by a conplete 1 i.st of the 
members and associates :L"fl respect of whon it is :-nade together 
\Vith a certificate that these persons are sti.ll students in 
residence or attendance; and that no delegates will be invited 
or admitted to the Annual Conference from any Societies from 
Yrhich these fees (together ;vj_th the fees for t,he membe.rs of. 
their O'lm Society only on which they also claim representat~on 
have not been received. 

;1e8! 
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FABIAN SOCIETY 

Report of the Finance & Goner~l Purposes Committee on 
11th Feb., 1915. 

Prosont1 Dodd (in Chair), Miss Atkinson, Cola, Ganders 
& Hon. Secretary. 

1. Finance: 
Report to 31st January s~·.oweJ a serious fall of £120 

on subscriptions durin5 the month, of which £75 was 
due to a reduced subscription (£45 to £20) and to a 
special subscription (£50) not renewed. It was 
reported that on tho assurrption of no further 
reduction in February and March a deficit of £100 
on tho year was probable. It was resolved that a 
special letter signed by tho Treasurer be sent to 
members and oth<Jrs in arrears. 

2. Leoturos: 

March 2Gth. Agreed that Miss Lawrence and Sanders 
give reports on the work of ths Workers' 
National Committee (War Emergenoy}. 

Lectures after Muroh. 

It was agreed that the following be agranged: -

April lOth. 
" 30th. 

May 14th. 
June 4th. 

A. Buxton on Bulgaria. 
Lecture by H. M, Hyndman. 
Annual Meeting. 
Lecture on Industrial v. Political Action. 

Dates to bo arranged to suit lecturers. Dates of 
meetings arraneed to avoid Good Friday (April 2nd) 
and \Vhi t Monday (!Jay 24th). 

3. Correspondence Oolumn in News: 
Proposed motion by Colo was withdrawn, on the ground 

that he had in view a special document, and not e. 
gonore.l prGctice. 



-----Th~--"iouies ai' o.ddp bM by the Common ~g 
laid on the table and confirmed. 

were 

5, Birmingho.m U.F'.S. 
Request for grant of £~,as last year (£5) ~br lecture 

by Mrs. Webb was cons~dered, and it was agreed to 
recommend tho.t £2 be sent with intimation that it 
must not be a precedent. (The money will come from 
No. 2 a/c.) 

6. Annual Meeting: 
Notice of motion asking the Executive to promise 

a "stop tho War" Campaign of Socialists and others 
wns received. 

7. New Tract: 
AS a matter of urgency it was resolved to recommend 
that the Women's Group Tract prepared or approved 
by 7 members of the Executive b' set up forthwith. 

8. Chairman for West: 
Referred to the Executive. 

Q, Report on University F.S. Subscriptions: 
Draft Report as circulated was eonsidorod, and adopt-

ed with a.mondmontst -

" " 

1 w:s ado~ted. 
2 
3 
4 " " !ecommendation 1. In order to meat the case 

of post graduate students, it was agreed to 
adopt with amendments:-
Line 3 from end: alter "or" into "and' and 
delate the words after "courses.• 

Recommendation 2. was adopted. 
" 3. was ado~ted with amondroents: 

L1.ne5 3 &: 4. "Otrit words during" to "June." 
Line 7. Alter "undergraduates" to "studonts" 

Recommendation 4. was adopted with ~mendments1 
Line 1. Omit 8 on taking a degree or8 

Line 2. " "residence or attenda•oe" and 
insert "to bo students•, 

A motion to the effect that "senior" University F.S. 
mombors be accopted on the same footing as Local 
Society combors (viz. 2/6d. paid through the Society) 
was rejected by 3 votes to 2. 

Page 6 was adopted with am endmonts :-
Line 4. Alter "of under graduate status " to 
"student s " • 

...-W.J. 
(The ExecutiveAdecido how much, if any, of this report should 
bo published in Fabi an ~ows ). 

F. LAWS ON DOD~, Chairman. 



FABIAN SOCIETY. 

Report directed to be prepared by the Office upon the 

position of members or the University Fabian Societies 

admitted also as members of the parent Society, and upon 

the Office practice with regard to them. 

The office has been instructed to Report on the position 
of those members and associates of the University Fabian 
Societies admitted also to the London Fabian Society, and on 
the office practice with regard to them. 

lt has been the practice for the Executive Committee 
to elect all members and associates of the ~endao !abtaR 
See1StJ University Fabian Societies as full members and 
associates of the London Fabian Society, without requiring 
either the minimum subscription asked from other candidates, 
or any personal subscription at all, on the understanding that 
the University Fabian Societies pay 1/- per annum to the 
London Fabian Society for each member and associate, as member-
ship and associateship fee. This fee is not collected by the 
Fabian Office from each University member and associate, the 
arrangement being that a sum should be paid annually by each 
University Fabian Society SUffi cient to cover all the fees 
due, 

This practice is not dealt with by the Society's Rules, 
and it rests on an Dxecutive decision of long ago, when the 
number and the proportion of members of University Fabian 
Societies who were members of the parent Society were alike 
small. 

These subscriptions of the University Fabian Societies 
have throughout bee n paid with gr eat unpunctuality. The 
Organising Sub-Committee has jus t had the position with regard 
to these fees due to March 31st last, us follow s : -



~) 
Members 'ssoci- lo!l·H fe:'.{t. Clears to, Estd~Amt, 

~ f~!2sl9l~ ates do. wroximatel;£ Owing to 
Mar. :31.1914. 

Cambridge 109 44 4/6/13. £5. Mar.:n.l912 12.6.0. 
part pd.to Mar.:n/13 l: 

Oxford 87 45 10/3/14. £8.3. Mar,31.1912. 16.0.0. 

Liverpool 12 9/12/14. 15/- Mar. :31.1913. 1.4.0. 

London 56 l 24/9/14. 2/6. Mar.31.1911. 7.10.0 

Manchester 54 4 15/12/13.7/- Mar •. 31.1912. 5.0.0. 

Birmingham 29 30/12/14.8/- Mar.:n.l914. nil. 

Sheffield 12 21/7/14. 2/- New Society. nil. 

Edinburgh 50 18/12/14.1/- Mar.:31.1913. 2 .. 1o.o. 

Glasgow 116 25 29/12/14.3/- Mar.:H.l913. 5.16.0. 

St.Andrews 3 30/4/12. 7/- Mar.:H.l913. T 

Univ. Ooll. 10 22/6/14. 1/- Mar,31.1914. nil. 
of Wales. 

The very lenient financial arrangements with regard to 
the members of University Fabian Societies was mKde in contem-
plation of their members being undergraduates, young men and 
women without incomes of their own, for the most part compelled 
to consider very closely the expenditure of every penny of their 
allowances. 

We find, however, that the concession intended for under-
graduates, which it was contemplated would automatically come 
to an end on their taking de 3rees, is now being taken advantage 
of to an increasing extent by members who have graduated, 
obtained incomes of their own, passed into active professional 
life, or aaassa long since ceased residence at the University. 
In such cases the parent Society loses the advantage on whioh 
the Executive had presumably counted, of the University member, 
on taking his degree, regarding himself as part of the ordinary 
membership of the Society, and making, according to the con-
stitution, a contribution according to his means. It has, 
indeed, been reported to us that candidates, Vlho have long since 
ceased to be undergraduates, have decided to join the London 
University Fabian Society, in preference to applying direct 
for membership, as being a cheaper wny in ! 



'~~~~~~~~m n~~oo• - -+ n A Pn~m W w, ••• Uf\r t o o -os.n-e-xe.o·t; ~nro-r~ton or- t,ne s-ta-tue 
of existini Un versity members: Oxferd U.F.S. prints • co~ple 
car•, from which we find that out er 70 members, 25 .are cra4~ 
ates, clerks in hely orders, or married women. or these three 
or tour su~sor1be aireot to the Parent Soo1etJ. 

It see~s tair to assume that University members who joined 
the Society betore 1St January,l912, and who hnve therefore 
been &t the Un1vers1tJ more than three full years a~e no longer 
undergradu~tes. If this classification reckons as graduates a 
few vrho have not yet reached t :1is point, t:1e correlative 
assumption, that all who joined nfter 1st January, 1912 are 
undergraduates is also inaccurate, since some or these recent 
University members are described on their cards as Professors, 
Graduates, etc. Oxford on this b•~is is reckoned as having 
68 undergraduates whilst 1n fact there are only 46. 
We therefore take t~1s classification as at any rate substant-
ially fair; it gives the following results: -

Universit:I F\tS• kembors to Membsrs 
J2!0·~l.l9J,;1.. sin•.•· W.U· 

Aberystr1yth ~ 9 
Birmingham ~ 24 a9 
Cambridge 66 44 110 
Edinburgh 24 26 so 
Gle.sgow 61 47 1.08 
Liverpool 9 ~ 12 
London 32 2& 57 
Kanohester 12 43 55 
Oxford 19 68 87 
.St. Andrews 3 3 

228 292 520 

It therefore appears that less, probably much less than 
292 out ot 520 University members are undergrndu~tes, whilst 
over 200, and probably 250 members or the Society who are not 
undergraduates are accepted as menbers at 1/- ea~. 

During the three years 1912, 1913 and 1914 the sums re-
ceived fron: University F·atian .Societies amounted to £19.3.0, 
£11.0.0, and £13.1.6. Total £43,12.6: average annually £14.10.10, 
or 291 members, and some associates. ln fact, therefore, and on 
the average, the University Sociatie~· pay on their estimsted 
Undergraduate membership, and do not pay for the graduates at all! 

The out ot pocket cost of a University member not living 
in London is, postage 6d., News and Tracts nbout 6da labour, 
stencils, etc., say ld. The- 520 members therefore at 1/ld. 
cost the Society in cash £20 to £30 against receipts of £14. 



Now that more than one sixth of. the Societfco~·i's'\s1::s - of-
~- members who have been admitted as members of University Fabian (~ 
'~- Societies, and are not contri buting to the Society's funds, ~ 

the financial problem becomes grave. 

We sugges t that at any r a te the arrangement wi U· regard 
to the University Fabian Societies should be more precisely 
defined. We think t ha t the Univ ersity Fabian Societies should 
be informed: -

1. That the privilege accorded to members or associates of 
University Fabian Societies of being admitted also to member-
ship or associateship of the parent Society without sub-
scription, on payment of a fee of one shilling a year by the 
University Fabian Society in respect of such person, was 
intended only for members or associo.tes in residence " t the 
University or in attendance on its courses joining wt 1st 
undergraduates, and is confined to the period during hich 
that status and residence continues. 

2. That with regard to new ro s~ bo rs or associates for whom 
membership or associateship of the parent Society is desired, 
the application must state defi nitely t j at the candidate is 
an undergraduate in residence or attendance, and must be 
accompanied by the fee of one shilling which will be deemed 
to bo in respect of the year then current, ending on the 31st 
of March next ensuing. 

3. That the collective annual fee of one shilling in respect 
of each me~ber or associate who is a member or associate also 
of the parent Society must be paid during the first quarter of 
the Society's year (naoely during April, May, or June); that 
the payment must be accoopanied by a complete list of the 
mecbers and associates in re spect or whom it i s made, together 
with a certificate that these persons are still undergraduates 
in residence or attendance; and that no delegates will be · 
invited or admitted t o the Annual Oonference fro~ any Societies 
from which these fees (together with the fees for the members 
of their own Society only on w:1ich they also claim represent-
ation) have not been received. 

4. That such me~bers or associates, op taking a degree, or on 
ceasing r esidence or attendance at the University without 
taking a degree, will hsnceforth be treated like other members 
or associates of the Society, and expected, if members, to 
contribute to the Society's runds in proportion to their means; 
or if associates to pay at least 10/- per annum. 

We propose also: 

That all existing members and associates of the parent 
Society, electej as members or associates of University Fabian 



Societies prior to 31st March, 1911, who have not subscribed ~ 
personally to the Society's funds be written to by the Treas-
urer forthwith, explaining that if, as is assumed, they are 
no longer »KasK~KHKH&~as of undergraduete status, or if with-
out taking degrees thoy have ceasod to reside at the University, 
they are expected to subscribe annually according to the Rules; 
and in view of tho grave ste.te of the Society 1 s finances 
inviting them to send their contributions (or in the case of 
associates their annual subscription) before the close of the 
financial year (31st March). 

That instructions be given that in future e.ll members 
and associates admitted as members or associates of Univers-
ity Fabian Societies be dealt with automatically like other 
mombers, with regard to applications for subscriptions, 
arrears, etc., on the expiration of three years from such 
admission. 

lOth February, 1915. 
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FABIAN SOCIETY. 

Report of the Publishing Committee Meeting on 19th Feb., 191~. 

Present: Mrs. Reeves (in chair), Miss Lawrence, Miss Morley, 
Squire, Standring, Sanders and Hon. Secretary. 

1. Tract 178.- War, Women and Unemployment. 

(1) The above title was adopted. 

(2) The author was settled as "The Executive of the 

(3) A red paper~over was approved. 
Women • s Group." 

(4) Amendments by Webb and others were gone through and 
nearly all adopted. 

( 5) The General Secretary we.s directed to ma.ke Nrs. Wilson 1 s 
amendments, if he approved thereof, and to send proof 
to Professor Bowloy for his criticisms. 

(6) It was agreed to aocept with thanks Mrs. Shaw's 
reported offer to defr&y the cost of publication, 
amount to be repaid from time to time out of sales. 

(7) It was referred to the Women's Group to submit a 
scheme for special advertisements. 

(8) It was agreed to print 7,000. 

(9) Price was fixed at 2d. 

2. Post Office Tract. By Emil Davies. 

3. Out 

On a consensus of opinion that more could be made 
of the subject, and that there was room for improve-
ment in other details, it was agreed to send the 
written criticisms to tho author, and request him to 
be good enough to net on them. 

of Print Tracts. 
It was agreed to reprint whon necessary 1,000 

No. 76. Houses for the People (20 pages). 
No.l34. Small Holdings, Alibotments & Common 

MAUD REEVES 
Vice-Chairman. 

each of; 

Pastures. 
(4 P·P·) 
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FABIAN SOCIETY 

Report of the Finance and General Purposes Committee Meeting 
on 25th February, 1915. 

Present: Webb (in chair), Oole, Ensor, Miss Atkinson, 
Sanders and Hon. Secretary, 

1. Lectures: 
It was reported that H. M. Hyndman would lecture on 
April 16th, and Noel Buxton probably on April 30th. 

2. Chairman for Sir Edwin Pears: 
It was decided to ask Lord Russell (but he cannot be 

got at) and failing him that the Executive appoint, 

3. Members' Meeting: 
It was resolved: -

(a) That the two non-contentious resolutions be placed 
first on the agenda, 

(b) That Thorogood be asked to be chairman. 

(c) That the Executive move an amendment to the "Stop 
the War" resolution; that it be printed in the 
News; and that Webb bring draft to the Executive. 

(d) (The Executive should appoint the mover), 

4. University and Local F.S. Membership: 

(a) On a letter from the Oxford U.F.S. it was agreed to 
excuse arrears on condition that payment for current 
year be made before March 31st. 

(b) The remainder of the report with fresh matter was agreed 
to as drafted and referred to the Executive. 

(c) It was agreed that draft application for subscriptions 
to University F.S, members should be prepared for sub-
mission to the Executive. 

SIDNEY WEBB 
Acting Chairman. 



FABIAN SOOIBTY 

UNIVERSITY FABIAN SOCIETIES, 

The following revised draft is submitted in order to 
meet the views expressed at the last Exem.:.t,ive Meet-ing. 

Regulat:i.ons as to ~rlembe rship of the London Fabian Society by 
members of University Fabian Societies. 

1. That the privilege accorded to ;ner:J.bers or associates of 
University Fabian Societi es of being admitted a lso to member-
ship or associateship of the parent Society ':ri.thoGt sub-
scription, on pa;yment of a fee of one srilling a year by the 
University ?abian Society in respect of such person, was 
intended only for students in residence at +,n.e University or 
in attendance on its courses, 

2. That with regard to new members or associates for whon 
membership or associateship of the parent Society is desired, 
the application must state definitely that t~e candidate is 
a student i.11. residence or a ttenda!lce , and .r:ms·t be accompanied 
by the fee of one shilling vThich will b e- deemed to be ih 
respect of the year then current, ending on the 31 s t of !!:arch 
next ensuing , 

By tte term nstudent" is meant primarily an undergradt:ate 
duri:',g his first three years ; but students continuing in resi-
dence or at-:.endance iol>r i -"9nr+Ji ee i fi if•'- .J 8t!lt in order to 
take a further exarrd_11.ation, or a second degree, are not ex-
cluded. 

3, ~at the collective annual f ee of one shilling in respect 
OI' each mc::nber or associate who is a rr:erriber or associate also 
of the parent Society must be paid durL11.~ the first quarter 
of the Society's year (namel y during AprJ..l, !,cay or June); that 
the pay::nent ~:st be aoco~panied by a co~plete list of the 
members and associates i.>'1 respect of whom it is :r.ade together 
l'l'ith a certificate that these persons are still students in 
residence or attendance; and ~hat no delegates will be invited 
or admitted to the Annual Conference from any Societies from 
\'lhich these fees (together w:i.th the fees for :,he members of. 
their O'lffi Society only on which they also cla::.m representat:ton) 
have not been received . 



1, 2 and 3 have been adopted by the Executive Committee, 

4, That such members or associates, on ceas:L~ to be students 
in residence or attendance at the University, will be treated 
like other members of the Society, and expected, if m~nbers , 
to cont.r:tbute to the Society's ftmds in prtort~on to their 
1neana; or if associates to pay at least 10 -per annum. 

Provided that members or associates who ave joined as 
members or associates of a University Fabian Society, and have 
never contriouted d:.rec+Jly to the funds of the parent Society; 
vrho continue to reside wi+Jhin the ·un:i.versity area or :L'1 the 
Un:).versity +,own and have neit~er SJ'IPlCly:ment.-1' place of business 
nor other residence within a radius of 20 ~lea fr~J t~e LClndon 
Fabian Offioe; and w~o prefer tCl lZontr:Lbute :!...11 proportion to 
their ;::mans to the University Fabian Society instead of to the 
parent Society 1 shall not be a:rplied to for any cClntr4.bution 
tCl the parent SClciety in respect of any year in which a col-
lective annual fee Clf 2/6d, each has been paid on t:'leir behalf 
by t~D Univernity Fabian Sooiet~r pr:tor tCl the 30th of June. 



LOCAL FABIN' SOCI~TI:S. 

By Executj.ve decision of many years u.go, ;nemb0rs jo:'.n:'.ng 
the London F. S , as l'l<?J!ibers of Local Fabian Societie s on \r~osc 
behalf a collective annual feo of 2/6d. :i_s remitted are not 
applied to for direct contributions to the parent Society, it 
being assumed that they contribute in proportion to their 
means - to use the phrase of t,he Rules - to the Local Society. 

The question having been raised as to the punctuality 
\Vith wh~_oh tilis half a cro'!m collect,ive annual fee has been 
pa:.d, +.he follmv::'.ng 'lJ<:l.r"J 1.culars have been p,-ot out. 

Payments by Local Society ;:-,ernbcro of the (London) F,S, 
on the 2/6d, Basis , 

Soc:'.0t:y, 
No. of 2/6d,Last payment (1..'1 

Clears to , aembers. some cases merely Date , 
balances to clear).---

Edinburgh 17 7/Bd. 8/9/14 Ha1•ch ,1914. 

Glasgow 38 f'A,l5,6 30/3/14 1913, 
Ilford 17 5/- 22/7/ 14 1914. 
Ipswich 12 ~1.0,0 18fi/14 1914. 
Manchester 29 f'-3 , 12,6 23/3/14 1914, 

It w:'.ll be oeen that only 1..'1 the case of Glasgow is there 
any arrear, and t.hat only in rospect, of a single year, 

The number of :-nembers who are no longer residing in the 
tovms t,o which their Local Societies b e long, or who have resi-
dencen in or near London 1.s bp,liflved t,o be small, t"hm:.gh pos-
ibly showi.ng stgns of increase, 

If it is desired to put t,he ar r angement on a p recisely 
defined basis, the foll owing draft reg:ulaM.ons are st:bmitted 
for oonsidera~ion : -



Regulations as to nemborship of t h·3 London Fabian Society 
b,y members of Local Fab:i.an Societies, ...I.C 

1 . MeT!lbers (or a.ssociateR) of a Local Fab~.an Society, desir-
ing to becomo members (or associat.es) also of the London 
Fabian Society may be elected on signing the Basis ':ri+.hout 
pa;yment of any subscri2)tion - it bei!).g assumed that they will 
contribut~ according to their monns (or if associates pay the 
reg:.1ired subscription) to the r~ocal Fabian Society - provided 
(1) that they reside wHhin the ~ of the Local Fabian Soc-
iety and have neither emplo~nnent, ;?lace of bt: si..YJ.oss nor resi-
dence ·.nthin a radius of 20 miles froT!l t.he London Fabian 
Office; and (2) that a collective annual fee of tvro shillings 
and sixpence in respect of r-l a.ch of them :Ls paid by ";.he Looal 
Fabian Society, 

2, Any st:.ch member (or a.ssoc:!.atc) j_n respect of whom t.he col-
lective annual foe of t ·.;ro sm.llings and sixpence is not paid 
within t.he year; l)r who oea::;es +,o :' oside W:::.th:i..n the area of 
tho Local Fab~.a.n Society t.!uo·:r·h 1Vhich he ~1as joined; or who 
comes to have employm(.mt, "CJla.ce of business or re side nee 
rlit.hin a radius of 20 :·1H os fro.~ t,he London Fabian Office wl~l 
be expeotod to con f r~ .b1:+,e d-4_rec'",l:v in propor+,ion to ):; j .s means, 
and will be a'l)plj_ed to a:1d deal'". ,;:_ th in the ordinar:J way, 

It is sug,2ested t.ha"t. •. ~l e Ilforo Soc:i.ety hav-ing boe::1 already 
allowed this privilege, thOiJ.f'h Ilford ~.o onl;;r +, en m;.1es from 
the Fabian Office, it shot:.ld be j_nfo:.med t.hat it w'ill be per-
mitted to continue a.s an cxcep"':.~on; bt~t that no ot.her Society 
+,hat may fonn v.ri~-hin t.he 20 miles radius sho,: ld be given the 
concession. 
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FAEIAN .jOClC:TY 

Report of Organising "' Propaganda Commi tteo ileeting at 
Office on Thursday, t1arch 4th, 1916. 

Present: Ervine, Dodd and Sanders. 

1. ilembership : 
~arch candidates, 24, were elected . 

2. Date of Members' Meeting: 
The General Secretary reported that an error in date 

of Members' Mee ting had been discovered too late to 
be corrected. ho had orranged to postcard all 
members giving correct dato and propos0d to pay part 
cost himself. 

~e consider that the ~hole east should be met by the 
Society. 

~. National Conference on Food and Fuel Prices: 
It was decided to appoint Yrs. Reeves as delegate 
to this Conference and instruct the &eneral Sec-
retary to secure two othar delegates if possible, 

4. Common Room: 
liumber of mombors reported to be now 310. 



FABIAN SOCIETY 

Report of the Publishing Committee Meeting on March 5th, 1915. 

Present: Ervine, Squire, Standring, Sanders e.nd Hon. Secretary; 
also Webb and Blizard. 

Facts for Socialists. 

The following were agreed on: -

(a) Length 24 pp. and 4 pp. cover. 

(b) Price 2d. 

(c) Number to be printed 6,000. 

(d) Covor to be coloured wrapper with title in heavy 
black type. 

(e) Old diagrams to be discarded and one new ono on 
lines of Money's "Riches and Poverty~ desi gns to 
be inserted. 

(f) The proofs were gone through; and a number of 
passages ordered to be cut out. 

ST. JOHN G. ERVINE. 
Chairman. 



FABIAN SOCIETY 

Report of the Finance & ~enera1 Purposes Committee on 
Thursday, March 11th, H'l5. 

Present: Dodd (in chair), Ensor, Sanders and Hon. Secretary. 

1. Finance. 

(a) Report showing further small declines in receipts 
to end of February was submitted. 

(b) It was reported that to March 11th, as the result 
of circularisation subscriptions were £30 in 
advance of the sum received in the same period 
last year. (Mrs. Shaw has sent a special Don-
ation of £50, which brings the excess up to £86). 

(o) A rough estimate to the end of the year (assuming 
the remainder of the month yields as much as last 
year) indicated a cash deficit of £130 (now 
reduced to £75). 

2, Oxford U.F,S. 
On a letter from the Oxford U.F.S, asking to be 

excused payment of their 1914-15 subscription 
(about £12) until the autumn, instead of prior to 
the Annual Conference, the Committee considered and 
rejected a proposal to offer to lend the money, and 
resolved to recommend the Executive to send the 
annexed reply. 

3. Members' Meeting. 
It was re~orted that: -

(a) Thorogood accepts nomination as chairman. 

(b) Miss Lawrence may be absent, and it was decided 
to leave to the Executive to appoint a mover 
of their resolution in her place. 

F. LAW.:, oN DODD 
Chairman. 



DRAFT !\EPLY 

I have l~id before th~ Executive Committee your lottor 
of the 4th of March asking for still further remission of 
payments by the Oxford University F. -., and I am to reply 
o.s follows. 

Tho Executive feels some doub t whether the members of 
the Oxford University F.S. realise the state of the case, 
and the Executive prefers to put the «nss situation frankly 
before them. -

The Fabian Society now finds itself in a f.;rave financial 
position. There is at this moment a very considerable deficit, 
and in spite of efforts to get in subscriptions, in respond-
ing to which members are making sacrifico3, it will apparently 
be impossible on March alst to discharge the printer's bill 
for work done. The threatened deficit on March 31st is 
between 2100 and £200. 

The Executive Committee does not doubt that those mem-
bers for whom the Oxford University F,S, owes merely the fee 
of a shilling a year will wish to take their part in meeting 
this deficit, at any rata to the extent of paying their shil-
lings, which do not suffice to meet the actual cost of thair 
names being Jtept on the books. I ar to point out that the 
total received from the Oxford University F.S. so far during 
the past five ,](ears has been ClG 3 0 1 or an average of about 
£3 5 0 a ar During that time frol!l 136 to 200, ~I? aR e.ve11 
~about '1-.15 once er momber por annum. tli.3robors and 
associates have o~n rece v ng e pu en ons, involving 
considerable e ::pense in printing e.nd postage; various London 
members have travelled down to Oxford at the request of the 
Oxford Society, some of whom, at least, have not asked for 
their railvmy faros; a nd a not inconsiderable number of 
Oxford members have m~de use of the London meetings, the 
Research Department, the ::>umroor 3chool, and other advantages, 
including latterly the new Common Room, 17hich must at any rate 
share in tho standing churgos, and often involve actual 
oxponso. 

When the O~ford ~ociety ropresented that it found a 
difficulty in paying any arrears of sh 171 l~e•, the Executive 
Committee agrood not to press for thorn on condition that 
those due for the currant year were paid before tho 31st of 
1tarch . How it is rt3presented that if this sum is remitted, b 
the Oxford Society will find it impossibl e in 1915-6 to comply 
with the new rule requiring payment of thJ shillings to bo 
made during the first quarter of the year, under penalty of 
exclusion from the Conference. 



I am to point out that the Executiva Committee will 
itself have to incur 9Xpense in respect of the Oxford mem-
bers on prtr..ting and post.e.ge in April, May and ,Tune nextJ 
and will itself start the year with an actual deficit. 

I am therefore directed to say that the Executive Com-
mittee cor.s;der~ that the Oxford U.F.S. should take its share 
in the effort r-vw belng mado to raise the funds necesso.ry 
to keep the Society in existence. The Committee cannot 
beliove that it can be any insuperable diffic~lty for a 
Society of 205 members and associates, few of whom can be 
so pressed for money that they have to ponder over every 
shilling of expenditure, 11111 f' 1 Jld 1\ ~11 !'888 ish to collect 
or borrow -i/• ot l/6a eo iliili/;i· , ~ amount~hich hundreds of /......... 
thousands of workmen pay ~t.lJ: ~O their trade unions. .,....,_. 

.......... 
The Committee therefore cannot see its way to make any 

further relaxation of' the rules in favour of the Oxford 
Society. 
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FABIAN SOCi t;TY 

Report of the Finance ~ General Purposes Committee 25th 
March, 1015. 

Present: Dodd (in chair), clebb , Ensor, Sanders" Hon . Secretary. 

1. Finance: It was r eported that :-

(a) ~he increase in subscriptions in March to date was 
£9~ , and that it was estimated that Standring ' s 
a/c. would be unpaid to the amount of Cl 50 at the 
end of the year. 

(b) University Societies: Oxford had paid as requested: 
that other U. F . S's had not paid: and that very 
little had ba en received in response to the l etters 
to University graduate members . It was a~eed to 
send a reminder to the U. F . Societies who were 
still in arrears . 

(c) Furnishing Fund: Earben had paid his promised 
subscription of £50 by c a ncelling his Summer 
School Loan of £50 . 

(d) Deposit A/c. 
Tho amounts on Deposit were :-

Summer Schoo l May Rent 
Common Room 

£100 
£100 
£100 Research Department 

Parliamentary Fund __.&_QQ 
£350 

=-===-== 
( o ) He search Donation: Let tar from C. . B. Shaw If as r oad 

handing £100 for publication of Research wor k in 
trust to the Treasurers of the F.S. and the 
Researcq Department. I t was agre ed to pl ace it 
on Deposit in t hoir names . 

2 . Lectures: 
April ~Oth. No ol Buxton having withdrawn by doctor' s 
orders, it was ag::-eed to accept offer by Ratcliffe 
on "America in the Crisis " 



3. Daily Citizen: 
On circular reques tin g the F. 3 . to subscribe 4d. per 
~ember in accordance with the finding of the Trade 
Union and Socialist Conference, it was agreed that 
tho F.S. can only usk for spoci ul subscriptions from 
its members and that a pcragraph asking therefor ba~ 
drafted by Pease for submission to the Executive, be 
printed in Fabian News. 

4. J;xocutive Reply to Manifesto: f..t;~ 
On the request by Cola and Allen that they l ~o allowed 
to issue a minority report, it was agreed~that their 
dissent from tho Executive Report ~ be published, 
aJOa tkat. elet~C. J...,t '1'14 .._ ~ ~· 

5. Annual Meeting: 
It was agre ed that this bogin at 7.30. 

6. Executive Election: 
Candidates wo re announced 

17 retiring maQbars and 

R. P. Arnot 
(s. P. 13lizard 
Dr. 1. Fairfield 
Jacl; Gibson 
W. llallor 
J, s. Middlaton 
Mis s Ellen Smith 
Mrs. Townshand 
Julius \7est 

F. LAWSO N DODD, 

Chairman. 
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FABIAN SOC!ETY 

Report of the Publishing Committee 16th April, 1915 . 

Present : Professor Morley (in chair), Squire, 
Sanders and Pease . 

1 . Revises : 

(a) Tract 5. Facts for Socialists. 

It was agreed to delete quotation about 
"Labour the only sour~e of Wealth" , and to 
omit diagr am . Also that the cover be the 
same colour as the last tract (Women, War 
etc.) . Type for cover was considered. 

(b) No . 10~. "Eow Trade Unions benefit the ~orkers . " 
Revise, set up was considered and with a verbal 
amendment approved. 

2. Report on Year's Trading, showing a decline all round 
was reeeived . 

3. Tract out of print : 

It was resolved not to reprint No . 128 . Case for 
lii nimum VI age . 

EDITH MORLEY . 
Acting Chairman. 



FABIAN SOCIETY 

Report of Organising & Propaganda Committee Mee ting 
Thursday , April 15th, 19 15. 

Present: H. Jne ll (in chair), Hr s . Wobb &. Sandors. 

1. Mem be rship: 

(a) April candidat es ( 23) were e l ected . 

(b) 50 Resi gnations (covering si.< months) we re deal t with. 

2. London Labour Party Secretaryship: 

Invitation t o send nominat i ons for position of temporary 
secretary was considered. It was decided to recommend 
that no action bo taken. 

3. Annual F ~ bian Confarence : 

Date and Place. It was decided to recommend that the 
Conference be held on Saturday, July 3rd at the Fabian 
Hall. 

4. Fred Knee Recogni ti on Fund: 

Appeal from this Fund was rece ived, It was decided to 
report the receipt of the appeal to the Executive. 

H. SNELL 
Oh airman . 



FABIAN SOCiETY 

Summer School Committoe 

Report of li;eeting, Monday, April 19th, 1815. 

Letter was received from D. N. Pape accepting 

offer of £100 for extension of hire of BRrrow 

House for four months from May 31st, 1815. 

Arrangements are being made for a Conference 

at Whitsuntide at Barrow House and for the Summer 

Session. 

E. R. PEASE 
Chairman, 
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1RCP(}1 tO tbe .£.,tCCl\tf\)C'9 'Uleport 01\ 

"UIJe 1Rigbt roomcnt." 
FoR the tn()!Jt put. the R;,por~ of the Executive seem, 

to us to ueed oo B.n'!wer, io~~osmuch as, wbile each pa.ra.-
gra.l?h io lt is ca.lcula.ted to appeal to some section of the 
&o•et~·.s rnember;ohip, it ts, rea.d a.<J a. whole, clt~a.rly sl!lf-
co 1&r tctory. 'i.Vd desire, however, to draw attention 
t.o a. f 1w of ~n e wore impor,,mt misconcept.ions which it. 
conta.uli, 

In the 6r.:~t place, the EJCecutive ask wba~ber we wish 
"to go bACk upon equal citizenship of men and women." 
It IS dUrely clear enou!::b frorn our manifesto that the 
o ni.:~sioo of the phrase is due so lely to our view of the 
Societ.y's functio"l a.nri to our consequent desire to nvoid 
any formal creed, a.od has no other signi6c11.nce. 1'o in-
ser~ a. clause dealing wi~b equa l citizenship in our pro-
posed new rule would be to state a single article of our 
creed in a definition which expressly a.voids such state· 
went. 

This brings us to our second poin~. We find an incon· 
sistency in the Executive's reply on th e question of the 
Ba.sis. The definitiotl of Socia.lism wbtch it conta.ins 
exists, they say, for the purpose of excluding those who 
are on ly va~.;uely or sentimentally Socia.lists, and does 
not exclud\l Socialists opposed to Collectivism. We are 
of opinion, desptte the Executive's disclaimer, that the 
first four paru.grapbs of the Basil? can only be interpreted 
in a purely Collectivist sense, and it is abundA.ntly clear 
that this is the meaning that has a\wayH been pl&ced 
up.>n thew. Moreover, this vie\V is fully borne out by 
the Society's publications, especially by the "Report on 
Fabian Policy." published in 1896, and still on sale, \Vhere 
the following sentence occurs: "The Sociali.fm advocated 
by the Fabia" Society is State Socialisn' exclusively." 
This astooi-,hing statement is typical of the whole tract. 
We reaffirm our belief that, read strictly, the Basis ex-
cludes Marxians, Gui ld Socitt.lists, and all who are not 
pre_pa.rerl to su'lscribe to the pure gospel of Collectivism. 

We find th!! chief humor or the Executive's reply in 
the charge of "Heresy Hunting" which they make 
against us. The difference between us and the Executive 
is not that we are " Heresy Hunters ' ' and they are not, 
but that they, iu clinging to a Collectivist basis, are 
bunting heresies among Socialists, whereas we wish to 
bunt the heresy of Anti-Socialism. Our four~h resolution, 
stigm&tit:ed by the Executive as "Heresy Bunting," 
provides, we believe, the on ly effective method of 
excluding the "mere socis.l reformer" and the "excellent 
piouiJ peoplt: " to whom they refer. "While gladly 
admitting such persons as associates," they sa.y, "we do 
not want thew as members with power to vote." We 
&gree; but we reply that the existing Basis has utterly 
fd.tled to exclllde such persons, as an examination of the 
present membersh1p will a.t once show. The adroit a.rgu· 
meats of the Executive fall to the ground in vie\v of the 
fact that the Basis has been signed by many \vbose 
practical activities gtve little or no indication of opposit.ion 
to the captta.list system. The heresies we bunt are of 
deeds and not of words, and we believe that ours is the 
only method of keeping the Society truly Socialist. The 
argument that t.be 'fory Democrat, the earnest Christian, 
the defender of Old Age Pensioos, etc., think that they, 
as such, are striving agtt.inst capitalism, is unconvincing 
in the extreme and wholly unworthy of the Fabian 
Society. 

The Executive go on to suggest that no ooe but a 
member or the Anti-Socialist Union would be excluded 
on a. Btrict reading of our proposed new rule; for " halt 
the world thinks it is striving for the emancipation of the 
community from t.be cap italist system." We submit 
that the Fabian Executive is the only body in the world 
that holds that view. The Executive appear to be 
innocently una.ware of the class of political organiza.tion 
that IS "opposed to the national and international 
movement for the ewa.ncipation of the community from 
the ca.pita.list system." They seem quite unable to 
realize that the Liberal and Conservative parties are the 
primary objects of our a.ttack. Siogle Ta.xers, Free 
Traders, Profit Sharers, Peasant Proprietors, etc.- every 
conceivable seot seems to have occurred to them except 



Reply 2 
the ordinary Liberals and Conservatives, whose parties, 
after all, form the larger part of our political world. 
These are the parties that have always fought, either 
with open vigor or with subtle political strategy, against 
the advance of Labor and Socialism, and it is to 
supporters of these parties that we seek to deny adm1ssion 
to the Society. 

The Executive admit that "it is in the last degree 
objectionable for a member of the Society to become a 
Parliamentary candidate in any division in which the 
Labor Party has already a duly authorized candidate in 
the field. Where any such case has threatened to occur 
the most energetic action has been taken, even to the 
point of getting a recalcitrant member to resign." What 
is to happen wben the Fabian Liberal is first in the field? 
And, even in the case cited by the Executive, where is 
the rule that makes such a member recalcitrant or entitles 
the Executive to ask for his resignation? Again, why is 
it objectionable for a Fabian to oppose a Labor Purty 
cand1date in a. constituency, but not objectionable for a 
Fabian to be a member of a party which acts in constant 
opposition to the various sections of the Labor and 
Socialist movement? 

We do not, as the Executive suggest, desire to confine 
our members to political action so lely under the auspices 
of the Lo.bor Pa.rty. We desire to prevent them from 
acting under the auspices of the capitalist parties- a very 
different thing. On the desirability of confining Socialist 
political action to action under Labor Party auspices we 
are not agreed. Nor need we be; for it is no part o[ our 
proposal. On the desirability of prohibiting political 
action under capitalist auspices we are unanirnou~:~, and 
that is what our proposals involve. 

If our original proposal did not make our contention 
clear, we hope the fo llowing revised proposal, which we 
now submit, will adequately define our attitude:-

A Fabian shall not be a member of, or publicly support, 
the Liberal or Conservative Parties, and shall stand for 

liiilli.iililll.iillillii;~; under tk~ Q/fapices of some of thaltllllillii=::i: 
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11 U&~l I 'vouiuaze and 
1etings. 0'ffr- desire is not to cut down 

eit ,c ivities, but to extend them in the right 
dir, believe that both the research and the 
propage.._ ied on by the Society could be made far 
more useful if they were directed to the systematic study 
of Socialist and Trade Union problems and to spreading 
the results of that study. ln our manifesto we referred 
again and again to the propagandist work which we 
suggested the Society shoulrl undertake. T.he following 
are actual quotations from our original manifesto. "We 
want the results of Fabian Research to be scattered 
broadcast through the Sooialist and Trade Union 
movement.'' 

"It should not give up propaganda; but its mission 
should be in the main to the converted, its business to 
keep the converted up to date ." 

"Theirs (the local Societies') must be in gren.t measure 
the work of making known in the country the results of 
research." 

Let us say here once more that we do not want the 
Fabian SoCiety to give up propa~anda : we want it to 
carry out the kind of propaganda for which it is most fit. 

If there was any B.mbiguity on this point in the actual 
wording of the resolution dealing with it, there is none 
in the revised wording, which we now submit:-

In view of the political and ind1tstrial activities of other 
sections of the Socialist and Labor ·movement, a?td of the 
?teed for a distinct organization which shall undertake the 
study of contemporary Socialist and Trade Union problems, 
both practical and theoretical, the object of the Fabian 
Society shall be to carry out such reseaTch, and propaganda 
bast?-d upon it. 

0LIFFORD ALLEN. 
R . PAGE ARNOT. 
A. L. BACHARACH. 
IvoR BRowN. 
T . w. CHAUNDY. 
G. D. R. COLE. 
w. GARLAND. 
J AOK GrasoN. 
J. ALAN KAYE. 
W. MELLOR. 

J. s. MIDDLE'l'ON. 
HERBERT MoRrsol'l. 
J. R. ALLARDYCE NrcoLL. 
RoBERT NrcHOL. 
M. B. RECKITT. 
P. J. REm. 
BEATRICE E. THOMSON. 
EMILY A. TowNSHEND. 
P. E. T . WIDDRINGTON. 
ELLEN C. WrLKINSON. 

-
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-'!Report bp tbe JCiecutt"e <romm •. ee. 

(CLIFFORD ALr.EN AND G. D H . CoLE DISSENTING.) 

\Ve confine ourselves to reporting to the members 
what, in our judgment, wou ld be the result of the adop-
tion of the proposed nlJW'"""rtiles as now revised . 

ABOLITION OF THE BASIS. 

We think that the result of an s.bohtion of the Basis, 
or of the a.\{oerd.tious in it now proposed by other members, 
would bc. a.J.verse to the Society. \Ve see no a.dva.nta.ge 
to bd ga.med by giving up a ll definition of Socialism, by 
omitttog all mention of its economic implica.t10ns, or by 
ah .... ndooing a.ny reference to Democracy. We consider 
t.ba.t for the Society now to tbrow over the Basis on 
which all its members have come together would be 
ta.ken to mean a. deliberate "going back" on SJcia.lism 
as therein defined, just as the omission of r,he words 
"equal citi zenship of men a.nd women" wou\J be taken 
to iruply a. "going back 11 on D emocracy , or at least on 
Aduh Suffrage. It would certain ly enable the mere 
L and Nationa.li ze r , thinking himself a. Soci&list, or the 
Ana.rcbist Communist, on the one hand, and the opponent 
of Democracy or of Woman Suffrage, on the other, to 
become without fa lsehood members of the Socie~y. 

We do not think that t he giving up of the Basis would 
gain for the Society the adhesion of any gen uine 
Soaialists: experience shows, indeed, that the wording 
of the present Basis is wide euough to admit Socialists of 
every variety. The fact that, as long ago as 1896, it was 
stated (in a. repor~ to the International Socialist. C.Jngress, 
with t~pecid. l reference to the controversy then raging as 
to whether Anarchists should be admitted) that "the 
Socialism advocated by the Fabian Society is State 
Socialism exclusively" -presumably true of the Society's 
a.ctua.l advocacy at that part.icular date-affords no 
ground for argument that the Basis permits the advoca.cy 
of no other form of Socia lism. Other kinds (e.g., Muni· 
cipa. l Socialism, voluntary As'socia.t.ions of Consumer$, 
and a. grea.t development of Vocational Control) have, in 
fact, Flinco been freely advocated without objection being 
raised. 

The abolition of the Basis, as now proposed, would, 
moreover, (i) deprive the members of security against 
perpetual change of doctrine by a. bare majority at each 
Annual Meeting : (i i) permit a.uy local Fabian Society to 
set up whatever Basis it chose. 

LIMITATION OF TBE SCOPE AND VARIETY OP TBE 
SoCIETY's ACT IVITI ES. 

'We do not see that the s light revision of the new rule 
now proposed in any wa.y removes the object ions already 
pointed out. to a limitation of the Society's activities. 
Indeed, it is admitted by implication that t.he new rule is 
intended to put a stop to some, at any rate, of its present 
work . 

We think that this would be seriously detrimental to 
the Society-indeed, a.t this financial cri ~is possibly fata l 
to its solvency-and that it would not have the effect of 
enlisti ng the energies of more of the members in the 
work of research. 

When, in a society's rules, a. definite statement occurs 
as to the objects or a.ctivit.ies for which it is con:::~titu ted, 
no other objects or activities can be undertaken. The 
proposed new rule, as now revised, would (i) prohibit the 
Society from a.ny activities of a "political" nature, even 
if Socialist, or of an "in3ustria.l " character (w hether in 
promoting Trade U oioui~m or in assisting a. strike); a.nd 
(ii) prevent either the Executive Com mittee or a 
members' meeting from spending any of the Society's 
fund s, or taking any action in the name of the Society, 
for anything that could not be shown to be incidental 
either to the •• study" of, or to the " research" into, 
" contemporary Socialist and Trade Union problems," or 
to "propaganda based upon 11 such research. We esti· 
mate that, if t.bis new rule wet·e carried, something like 
three-fourths of the present activities of the Society 
would be brought to a.n end. No new activities, other 
than those of the kind for which the Fa.bia.n R esearch 
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\Ve confine ourselves to reporting to the members 
wba.t, in our judgooeot, would be the reSll.h "£ tbR P~ ·' 
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Reply 3 
Department was specia.lly constituted, could be under· 
taken. 

Although the publication 11nd promulgation of the 
results of research into contemponuy Socialist and 
La.bor problems would be autbonzed, 1\UY merely edllc&· 
tiona.l work (such as the classes which the Society has 
carried on, or its circulating library of book-boxes) would 
not be possible. The work of the W o:11en's Group, the 
Education Group, and all other "&ubject" or local 
Groups would be simila.rly restricted. Nor would it be 
open to the Society to organize propaganda, in the 
ordinary sense, of the ideals or general pnnciples or 
elements of Socialism (apart from the results of research 
into particular problems), either in lectures to non-
Socialists or by the publication of tracts. Nor could the 
Society continue to be a constituent part of the La.bor 
Party, or pay dues to any political organization. 

We see nothing but harm in the Society hampering 
itself with any rule limiting the scope or range of its 
activities. 

CONTROL OF MEMBERS' INDIVIDUAL ACTIVITIES. 

The proposed new Rule XII. would, for the tirst time, 
bring under the jurisdiction of the Society, and would 
control, some of the individual activities of its members. 
The Society's rules have hitherto leh each men1ber free 
to use his powers for the promotion of Socialism in the 
way that he thought best. Now ic. is sought to rule, not 
merely that be shall not btand for Parliament except 
''under the auspices of some seclioo of .... the national 
and international movement for the emancipation of the 
community from the capitalist system"- this would 
doubtless be held to mean "except under the auspices of 
the Labor Party or of some Socialist organization "-but 
also that be "shall not be a member of,'' or" publicly 
support the Liberal or Conservative Party." 

We think the attempt to fetter, by the Society's rules, 
the freedom of members in their ind1vidual lives is 
objectiona.bler What the Society doe~:> 10 its corporate 
ca.pa.city is ooe thing : the personal couduct of iud1vidual 
members (at any rate of individual members not balding 
any paid office in the Society) is quite another thing, for 
which the Society as a whole is not responsible, and as 
to which it ought not to make rules. It bas always been 
a special characteristic of the Fabian Society that it re-
spected the individuality of its meUJbers, and accepted 
their persona.I service, whatever 1ts form or method, as 
being what those members thought best for the common 
ca.use. We think that this wide- minded tolerance of 
each other's views of duty bad better continue. It seems 
to us in the highest dPgree ioadvistt.ble that any sectiou 
of the members should start trying to turn out of the 
Society other members whose ind1vidua.J a.ctiv1ties, un -
connected with the Society's name or work, they_ happen 
to disapprove of, or to rega.rd as inconsislent w1th their 
own particular view of bow Socialism can best be pro· 
mated. 

Moreover, the proposed rule, whiL·h goes far beyond 
anything required by our affiliation to the Labor Party, 
and seems to be logically incom:istt!nt w1th the otber 
proposal debarring the Society from" political" actiVIty, 
&ppea.rs to us, not only so vaguely rlrafted as to be likely 
to lead to perpetual friction, but also quite unjustifiably 
f&r-rea.ching. 

Leaving flBide the standing for Pa.rlia.ment, which affi:'CIS 
only half a dozen members, it is proposed thtLt all our 
2,600 members, wherever they res1de, sbou 1cl Le bound 
not to be "members" of the Liberal or the Conservative 
Party or publicly to support the L1beml or Conserva.t ive 
Party. But in real life, outside Parli'l.ment, poiltJca. l 
support is a.lw&ys given either to a representative or to a. 
mea.sure. We can only interpret the proposed new rule 
as forbidding all our members publicly to support any 
mea.sure proposed by a. Li e onservativtl Govern-

' 
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members (at any rate of ind ividual members not holding 
any paid office in the Society) is quite another th ing. for 
which the Society as a whole is not responsible, and as 
to which it ought not to make rules. It has always been 
a. special cha.racteristic of the Fabian Society that it re-
spected the individuality of its melllbers, and accepted 
their persona.l service, whatever Jts form or method, as 
being what those members thought best for the common 
oa.use. We think that this wide· minded tolerance of 
each other's views of duty bad better continue. It seems 
to us in the highest degree inadvistt.Ule that any sect.iou 
of the members should start trying to turn out. of the 
Society other members whose tnd1vidual activities, un-
connected with the Society's name or work, they happen 
to disapprove oi, or to regard as inconsistent with their 
own particular view of how Socialism can best be pro· 
meted. 

Moreover, the proposed ru le, wbil·h goes far beyond 
anything requi red by our affi liation to the Labor Party, 
a.nd seems to be logically incon ~;istt!nt w1t.h the other 
proposal debarring the Society from "politicu.l" act1v1ty, 
appears to us, not only so vaguely drafted as to be hkely 
to lead to perpetual friction, but also quite unjustifiably 
fa.r-rea.cbing. 

Lea.ving aside the standing for Parliament, which aff~c1s 
only half a. dozen members, it is proposed thu.t all ou r 
2,600 members, wherever tl•ey res1de, shou 1d Le bound 
not to be "members" of the Liberal or the Conbervative 
Par ty or publicly to support the L1heml or Conservative 
Party. But in real life, outside Parliament, political 
support is a lways given either to a representative or to a. 
measure. We can on ly interpret the proposed new rule 
as forbidding a ll our members publicly to support any 
measure proposed by a. Liberal or Conservative Govern· 
ment, or any member or ca.nc1ida.te standing under the 
auspices of the Liberal or Conservative Party. 

We think such a rule would be unwise, and the sug· 
gested conduct, if generally acted on, calamitous. 

We presume that it can no~ be iu~eoded that members 
should not be free to support measures proposed by the 
Liberal or Conservative Party. \Ve think it important 
that the Fabian Society itsel£, anJ all its mt::mbers, 
should be free to examine any measures proposed in Par· 
lia.ment or elsewhere, and, on their merits, to support. or 
oppose, criticize or amend them, as they may think fit, 
irrespective of whether they are pl'Oposed by Liber"'Js, 
Conservatives, Socialists or Labor men. As we cannot 
e~~tpect to have a. Socialist Administration in office for e. 
long time, progress towards Socialism must for many 
years necessari ly come through (or be adversPly ntfe<'terl 
by) measures proposed by non-Socht.list Parties. We 
ought to hold ourselves, corportltely and individually, as 
free to support the measures, or parts of m~asurcs that 
we approve of, as to opposo other measures that we 
disapprove of, by wbomsoever brought forward . 

.To come now to support of represenLatives. We ha.ve 
to face the fact that, in four-fifths of all the constituencies 
of Great Britain, the re is (and , n.s far u.s can be foreseen, 
is for some time likely to be) no other cand idate than 
those standing under the auspiceR of the Liberal and 
Conservative Parties. It. is in these constituencies that 
more than four-fi fths of our members live. To seek to 
make those members politically iu1potent in their own 
constituencies seems to us unwio:;e, ;111J, if a.pplied to all 
the two million members of the Lstbor Party, suicidaL 
It must be remembered that a Geuer.1.l Eleet1on is more 
than a. choice of ca.nd1dates-it often amouut1:1 to a. 
Referendum on policy. We take four examples, two of 
the past and two of the future. At tbe two elections of 
1910 the aggregate voting decided, in effect, whether or 
not the veto of the House of Lords was to continue. At 
the conclusion of this war it is conceivable that a. General 
E lection might convey a mancla.te for the t>ntry of the 
British Empire into some sort of Superoationa.l Council, 
or World League of Peace. It ia possible tba.t the next 
Reform Bill, based on Adult Suffrage, granting the fra.n· 
chise to women on the s~:&.me term~ Rf.l men, and re jected 
by the House of Lords, may hA.vc, in eff~ct, to be endorsed 
at a. General Election m order to bring it into law. 

We cannot t hink it. wise to forbid our 2,600 members 
to "publ!cly support.," at crucial elections of this kind, 
the candidates or t he proposA.Is of any political par ty, 
even if Liberal or Conservative, which submits to the 
electorate some measure that our members t hink ought 
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FABIAN SOCIETY 

Standing Orders of the Executive Committee and Orders 
of Reference to Sub-Committees . 

1 Be fore the first meeting of the new Committee every 
member shall be invited to say whether he desi r es to be 
placed on the ~ota of chai r men : at the first ~eeting 
of the Committee the Secretary shal l submit the list of 
those desiring to be on the rot a uhless the Committee 
otherwise determine. Ench membe r of the rotR shall 
preside in turn, in alphabetical order (the name of the 
member whose turn it is being stated in the agenda of 
each meeting). If t he chairman so designated is not 
present a t th e time for beginning bus iness , some othe r 
member then present shall be voteJ t o the chair, wh ich 
he sha l l retain throughout the meeting . The chairman 
shal l have a vote as a member of the Committee but no 
casting vote. 

2. The Meetings of the Exe cut ive Committee s hall be held 
at the So e iety's Offices, and normally at 5 or 5.30 p .m. 
on such Fridays as may be f ixed fr om time to time . A 
Special meeting may be called by the Secret ary whe neve r 
required . An Agenda (i ncluding as f ar as may be 
practicable, such reports of Sub-C omn'i ttees as ma.y have 
been prepared) shall be sent by pos t to each membe r so 
as to reach him not l ate r than the morning de l ivery of 
the day of meeting. Any membe r of the Executive Coffimittee 
wishing to move a reso l ut i on on any subject (othe r than 
matters arising out of the report of a Sub-Comr~ittee , or 
other item in the agenda) shall ~ive notice thereof to the 
Secretary t wo clear days before the date of the meeting. 
Except by the unanimous consen t of the members present 
no reso lution ( other than a foresaid) shall be moved 
wi thout not ice . 

3. Any matter under discussion by the execut ive Com~it t ee 

and of its Sub-C ommittees and any statements mnde thereon 
shall on the demand of any one rnemher presen t be treated 
us private and confidential, except in so far AS any 
publication may be made in Fo~ian :eus anJ in tha t case 
until such publica~ion. 



2. 

4. Execpt in case of urgency, to be decided by vote of the 
Executive Committee, all matters eor its decision, 
including all letters requirinc attention or reply shall 
stand referred to one or other of its Standing Sub· 
Comt!ti t tees or to a Sub-Commit tee specially appointed, 
and shall be considered by the Executive Committee only 
on reports from the appropriate sub-committees. 

5. Each Sub-Committee shall submit to the next ensuing 
Executive Committee a succinct report of the proceedings 
at each of its meetings, arranged in numbered paragraphs, 
and including definite recommenda.tions on the points on 
which it desires the Executive Committee to decide. The 
report shall be prepared on the authority of the Chairman 
of the Sub-Committee, ond shall beHr his signature. It 
shall state the names of the members of the Sub-Committee 
present at the meeting. 

6 . It shall be open for any member of the Executive Com~ittee 
to move (without notice) v1i th reference to any paragraph 
in the report of a Sub-Comrdttee containing no recomf"'end-
ation, either an expression of the opinion of the Execut-
ive Committee upon the pa.ragraph, or merely that it be 
referred back to the Sub-Committee for further consider-
ation of the subject. 

7. The several recomreendations contained in the report of a 
Sub-Committee shall be put to the Execut?ve Committee in 
the usual way, and the resolutions come to on such re-
commendation· shall stand referred to the Sub-Committee 
concerned fr0 execution. 

8 . Any member of the Executive Committee may subject w 
notice move that any subject be referred for consideration 
and report to the appropriate Sub-Committee; and any such 
motion, if adopted, shall be taken into consideration by 
the Sub-Committee n t its next meeting, when the member 
moving shall be entitled to attend. 

9. A general report of the proc eedings of the Executive at 
their meetings shall be re gularly pu blished in the llews 
and it shall be open to members making the claim before 
the close of the me eting to h ove thoir n~ms s published as 
dissenting from decisions, if t h ey su desire. The reports 
shall be submitted to the ChnirGan of the meeting reported 
before publication. 
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10. Any member of the Execut i ve Committee may be pre sent at 
t he meeting of any Su b- Committee , but, u n l ess a membe r 
t hereof, he s h a ll n o t vot e , nor, except by perm i ssion , 
speak. 

11. Each Sub - Committee s h a ll e l oct a standing chairman fo r 
the ye a r (or s uch shorter per iod a s i t may dec i de ); wh o 
s hall be r e s pons i ble f o r mo ving at tr.e Execut i ve Cormitte e 
the re c epti o n of the r e po r t o f t he Sub- Committee . Each 
Sub-Co~mitt ee , if des ired , may elect a s t and i ng Vi ce -
Chairman. 

12 . Each Su b-C ommi tt ee s hall co nfor rn to t he Standing Or de r s 
for t he time being in forc e ; shall deal only wi th t~ 
matte rs wi th in it s r e f e r e nce , oxcept i n cases of u r e ency , 
a nd act by a ma jority. I t may fi x i ts orrn t i me and p l a ce 
of meeting , and i ts o1m quo r am . 

1~. Each Sub-Committee shall be om powe r od (i n add i t ion to a ny 
authority s p e ci a lly given t o it . by reso l ut i on of the 

~ Executive Committee and t o the spec i f ic aut h ori t i es in 
the Orddrs of ..the R.w'.ar e.nce ): 

(a ) To discus s and mu.k o a r ecomn:end at ion t o t he 
Executive Committe e o n a ny ma tt e r ~ithin its 
own Order of Refe r ence . 

{ b ) To carry out a ny e xplicit dec i s i on of the 
Executive Committe e on ma tters withi n it s own 
Order of Re ferenc e . 

( c ) To take o n the mat t e r s wi t hi n i ts own ~rdor 
o f Refe r e nce any a c t i on urgent l y requ i red i n the 
inte r ests o f t h e So c i e t y , wh i ch shal l not perm i t 
of t h e J.e l ay i nvo l ved i n a''la i t i ng the noxt 
Execu t ive Comm i ttee ; bu t sub j ect to the fo r e -
goi ng , no Su b- Comm i t t ee may , wi thout having fi r st 
obtained an expl i c i t dec i s i on of the Execut i ve 
Cor.un i t too :-

( x ) i ncur any expense or liabili ty exceeding 
no ; 

( y ) make ~ny new departure i n pol i cy or p r a ct ice ; 
( z ) p u bli sh any t h i ng in the m.m o or on behal f 

o f the Socie t y . 



14. The honorary Treasurer, F. Lawson Dodd, the ;:onornry 
3ecretnry, Edwurd Reynolds Pease, and tho venor~l Secret-
ary, '' illiam Stcphen Sandars, shall be authorised to sign 
cheques on behalf of the Society and to C• nduct the 
Banking business of the Society, and the said '"dw . R. Pease 
and~. Stephen Sanders shall be authorised to endorse 
cheques and other instruments payable to the Society . 

Orders of Reference. 

A. Finance and General Purposes Sub-Comrittee. 

,/ 

There shell stand referred to the F. ~ L . P. Sub-
Committee for consideration and report nll matters 
relating to 

(a) Finance 
(1) The receipt and custody of the Society 's funds; 
( 2) The subscriptions and donat ions of members , 

associates and others; 
( ~ ) The keeping of the Soc iety's accounts, and the 

preparation of all necessary financial st~e 
ments. 

(b) The representation of the Socie!!_y ut Conferences, C,c. 

(c) Th e preparation of the Annual Report. 

(d) The management of the Society ' s office and staff. 

( e ) The supply of information in response to enquiries; 

( f) All Bills and Parliamentary matters . 

(g) The Ciculating Book Bozes. 

( h) The v.rrangemcnt of lectures, cc . et the regular meet-

(
• ings of the ~ociety. 
l,) 

(j) Any other business not falling 1ithin the reference 
to another sub-comrittce. 

B. propaganda Sub-Co~mittee. 

There shall stand reforrerl to the PropB• wdu Sub -
Committee for considerotion ''nd report·, ·.111 r:>(Lttors 
relating to:-



j_ • 

"-·. FABIAN SOCIETY 

Standing e>rders of the Executive Come1ittee and Orders 
of Reference to Sub -Committees. 

-_, 

1 Before the first meeting of the new Committee every 
~ember shall be invited to say whether he desires to be 
placed on the rota of chairmen : at the first meeting 
of the Committee the Secretary shall submit the list of 
those desiring to be on the rota uhless the Committee 
otherwise determine . Each member of the rotn shal l 
preside in turn, in alphabetical order (the name of the 
member whose turn it is being stated in the agenda of 
each meeting). If the chairman so designated is not 
present at the time for beginning business, some other 
member then present shall be voteJ to the chair , which 
he shall retain throughout the meeting. The chairman 
shall have a vote as a member of the Committee but no 
casting vote. 

2. The Mee tings of the Executivo Committee shal l be held 
at the Soe iety's Offices, and normally at 5 or 5.~0 p .m. 
on such Fridays as may be fixed froPJ time to time . A 
Special meeting ~ay be called by the Secretary whenever 
required. An Agenda ( including as far as may be 
practicable, such reports of Sub -C omroittees as may have 
been prepared) ~hall be sent by post to each membe r so 
as to reach him no't later than the morning delivery of 

, 

the day of meeting . Any member of the Executive Committee 
wishing to move a resolution on any subject (o ther than 
matters arising out of the report of a Sub-C ommittee , or 
other item in the agenda) shall give notice thereof to the 
Secretary two clear days before the date of the meeting. 
Except by the unanimous consent of the members present 
no resolution ( other th~n aforesaid) shall be moved 
without notice. 

3. Any matter under discussion by the Sxocutive Com~it te e 
und of its ::.ub -C omt.1itteos and any statements made thereon 
shall on the demand of any ono menher present be treated 
as private: n.nd confidential, oxcert in so fn.r ns any 
publication May be Fmde in f-Dr· i~'n i:e,·s <~n:.l in that case 
until such publication. 
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4 . Execpt in case of urgency, to be decided by vote of the 
Executive Committee, all mutters eor its decision , 
including all letters requiring attention or rep l y s h al l 
stand referred to one or other of its Standing Sub -
Committees or to a Sub-Committee s~ecially appointed , 
and shall be considered by the Executive Committee only 
on reports from the appropriate sub - committees. 

5. Each Sub- Committee shall submit to the next ensuing 
Executive Committee a succinct report of the proceedings 
at each of its meetings, arranged ~n numbered paragraphs , 
and i ncluding definite recomruende.tions on the points on 
which it desires the Executive Committee to decide . The 
report shall be prepared on the authority of the Chai r man 
of the Sub - Committee, and shall bear his signature . It 
shall state the names of the members of the Sub-Committee 
present at the meeting. 

6. It shall be open for any member of the Executive Committee 
to move ( without notice) with reference to any par agraph 
in the report of a Sub- Committee containing no recommend -
at i on, either an expression of the opinion of the Execut -
ive Commit tee upon the pe,ragraph, or merely that i t be 
refe r red back to the Sub- Committee for further consider -
ation of the subject . 

7. The several recommendations contained i n the r eport of a 
Sub- Committee shall be put to the Executive Committee in 
the usual way, and the resolutions come to on such re-
commendation-shall stand referred to the Sub- Committee 
concerned fro execution . 

8 . Any member of the Executive Committee may subject to 
notice move that any subject be referred for consideration 
and report to the appropriate Sub- Committee; and any such 
motion, if adopted, shall be taken into consideration by 
the Sub - Committee at its next meeting, when the member 
moving shall be entitled to attend . 

9. A general report of the proceedings of the Executive at 
their meetings shall be re gularly published in the Hews 
and it shall be open to Members mald.ng the claim befor e 
the close of the meeting to have their names published as 
dissenting from decisions, if they so desire. The r eports 
shall be submitted to the ChairGan of the meeting repo rted 
before publication . 
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10. Any member of the Executive Committee ffiBY be present at 
the meeting of any Sub-Committee, but , unless a member 
thereof, he shall not vote, nor, except by permission , 
speak . 

11. Each Sub-C ommittee shall elect a standing chairman for 
the year (or such shorter period a s it may decide); who 
shall be resronsible for moving at the Executive co~mittee 
the reception of the report of the Sub-Committee . Each 
Sub-C o~ruittee, if desired, may elect a standing Vice-
Chairman. 

12 . Each Sub-Committee shall conforw to the Standing Orders 
for the time being in forco; shall deal only with t~ 
matters within its reference , oxcept in cases of urgency , 
and act by a majority . It wsy fix it ::; o~·,n time and place 
of meeting, and it s own quoram . 

1~. Each Sub-Committee shall be ompowerod (in addition to any 
authority spoc i a.lly gi ven to it by resolution of the 
Execut ive Committee and to the specific authorities in 
the Orders of the Beferenco): 

( ll. ) To discuss and mako a rocom n·endation to the 
Execut ive Committee on any matter ~ ithin its 
own Order of Reference . 

{b) To carry out any explicit decision of the 
il:xecutive Committee on matters within its own 
Order of Reference. 

( c ) To take on the matters within its own Order · 
of Reference any action urgently required in the 
i nterests of the Society , which shall not permit 
of the delay inv-olved in B''lfli ti ng the noxt 
Executive Committee; but subject to the fore -
go i ng , no Sub - Committee msy , without having first 
obtained an explicit decision of the Executive 
Co•Jmitteo :-

(x) incur any expe nse or liability exceeding 
£10; 

(y) make Bny now departure in policy or practice; 
( z) publish anything in the nam u or on behalf 

of the ~;ocioty . 



···v •• v'"-'Lv.1-y ~reas urer, F. - Lawson Dodd, the lionorary 
3ecretary, Edward .Reynolds Peas e, and tho Genera l Secret -
ary, c'lil liam Stephe n Sande rs, shall be authorised to sign ~ 
cheques on behalf of the Society and to crnduc t the -
Bankin g business of the Society, and the said Edw . R . Pease 
and J . Stephen Sanders shall be author i sed t o endors e 
cheques and other instrument s payable to the Society . 

Orders of Refere nce. 

A. Finance a nd General Purposes Sub-Committee . 

There shnll stand referred to the P. c: C. . P . Sub-
Committee fo r cons i derat i o n and report all matter s 
relating to 

(a) Finance 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

( e ) 

(f) 

(l) The rece ipt and custody of the Society ' s funds; 
( 2 ) The subscr iptions and donat ions of members , 

assoc iates and others ; 
( 3 ) The keeping of the Soc i ety ' s accounts, and the 

preparation of a ll necessary f inanc i a l st~e
ments. 

The representation of the Soc i ety at Conferences , t:.c • 

The preparation of the Annual Report. 

The management of the Society' s office and staff. 

The supply o f informa tion in response to enquiries ; 

All Bills a nd Parliamentary matters. 

( g ) The Cicul ating Book Boxes . 

( h) Th e arr angement of l ectures , &c . st the regular meet -
ings of the ~ociety. 

(j) Any othe r business not falling within the reference 
to another sub- com~ ittee. 

B. propaganda Sub- Committee . 

There shall stand referred to the Proparnnda Sub -
Committee for consideration >1nd report, all matters 
relating to :-



( a ) Lectures 

(1} The or ganisat ion of propagandist l ectures , (~ 
courses , .:cc . for the Society as a who l e and '<""' 
otherwise . 

(2 } The supply of l ectur ers , ~c. to other or gan-
i sat ions. 

( b ) Th e e lection of new members and assoc iates. 

( c) The means t o he t aken to maintain and increase the 
member sh ip. 

(d) The provincial Soc i et i es and the London Groups. 

C. The Publishing Sub-C omwittee . 

There shall stand referred to the Publishing dub-
Committee for cons iJerat i on 0nd report all matters 
rel at ing to :-

( a} Tho Tracts, reports Rnd books t haL the Soc i ety 
places on sale. 

( b ) The preparation of new Tr ac t s , r eports and books fo r 
publication by the Soc i e ty. 

(c) The literary property of the Soc i e ty:-

(1) The Sub-Committee shull, before tukinB steps to 
commit the Society to a ny Tract s , ~c . su~• it 
t o tha 1xecutive Committee a reco~~undo tion as 
to the sub j ec t, authorship and other deta ils. 

(2 ) The Sub -C ommittee shnll c ircul nte to the membe r s 
of the Gxecutive Committee in good time complete 
proofs of ell publications Ph ich it proposes to 
r ecommend the ;:;; ;{ecut i ve C o1~rr i t tee to i ;;s ue. 

( 3 ) The Publishini]; COJ 'M i ttee ~-;hall be authorised to 
decide ( subject t c report in e~ch case to the 
Executive Com~ lttee) the details as to the r e -
printing , revising , and re-is suing of t he 
tracts, books, reports, ~c . already PUthori sed 
by the Executive C om~ittee to bo pl~ced on sal e . 
But i t shall oot , without expllcit authority of 
the Ghecutive Commit tee in oacl cese, i ss ue or 
publish any new matter, or cornrit the Society 
to such issue or publication . 

(d ) The control of "l' abi:•n ,ews ". 



(J} ~ :!.~~tmannA~~ 
~~~-' 
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FABIAi~ SOCIETY 

Heport of Organi s ing & Propaganda Committee .i eeting Thurs-
day, ~ay et h , 1915. 

Present: h rs. :·ebb (in chair), Squire, Da vies, Dodd 
(.; Sanders. 

1. Cha iroan: 
We have elected Mr s . ~ebb as our chairman. 

2. Bernbership : 

(a) May candid a tes , 12, we re elected, 

(b) 10~ ex-member s of Univ e r s ity Fab i a n Socie ties who 
h ~ v e not r ep li ed t o t he l e tte r sent to them in-
viting th em to r emain members of the London 
Society we re orde r ed t o be r 0movod from the 
me rn bers hi r li s t. 

(c) ll l,l. members whose addre ss e s nre unknown were 
ordered to be suspended from the membership list. 

3 . Course of Lectures by ~rs. Webb, Ee rnar d Sh aw & Sidney Webb: 

( 1) 

~ ~ ~ 
(4) 
(6) 

( e ) 

It was decided to recommend tha t u course of s ix 
lectures under the general title of iRH "The '."!orld 
afte r the War" be given at the King ' s Hall, Cove nt 
uarden, on Tuesdays, October 26th , Hovembe r ~nd, 
9th , 16th , 2jrd and jOth , Each lecturer to give 
two l ectur es . The subjects of the l ecture s to be 
a s follows! -

The Illusions of '•'lar. Bernard Shaw. 
The '.'Tar a nd the Spirit of Re\!lol t. Hr s . rrebb, 
The ·.:far and the Control of Capital. Sidne y Webb. 
The '\Jar a nd Poverty. l!rs, ··ebb, 
The He- groupi ng of the St a t e 

of th3 '"or ld. Be rnard Sha\V, 
The 3upern eti ona l Counc il l nd t he 

machiner y for pr evontin p; 1'/a r, Sidney :rabbi. 

The fo llo•:in t?; \'/e r e sue;ges t ed ''s pos ,; l i' l e cha irmen : -
; , Vanderv olde, Lord Er yce, ur nhvill e Lnrker , Arnold Bennett, 
ue orge Treve ly an , Bertr An<l Russell, Jl. rt hur •. enders on, 
J. A , l~ o bs on, il:dwF.Il' d CP. rpe ntor, • i ss · ary · .ucart hur, 
Miss J sne h arrison. 
The arr a ngement s for adverti s ing , t icke t s , e t o . t o be sim-
ilar t o t hose in connact i on «ith pr e vious cour sos a t Kin g ' s 
Eull. 

BGATHICE Ti:BJJ 
ChairjllAQ.u-----------------~--~~ 



ileport of the Finunco & Gene r e 1 Purposes Comr.i t t ee Le et i ng 
on ~Ay l ~th , 1Pl 5 , 

Present : Dodd (i n chH ir), Ensor, Sanders and lion . Jec r etnry , 
s.1sc ~"es t, 

1. Orgun i s11t ion: 
8nsor was e lected chrir~an and it gas dec ided to 
meet on Th~rsdays us hbrutofore . 

2 . Fi nnnc e : 

( a) heport was presented for April showi nr fnirly 
fnvourahle receipts. 

( b) I t wns agreed to pay b. 1 · nco due to Ccnstab1e & Co . 
£27 .7.7. when funds are nva il nble. 

~. Univ ers ity Fabian Soc i et i es : 
A Enlnnce Sheet of tho Oxford U.F. J . was s ubmitted 
with two letters ask i ng that the 3oc iety be excused 
payment of subscript i ons ( Clo. 5.) nou due for the 
year 1915-16 and s tating t hat the Society may be 
compe lled to disaffiliate. 
A stat emen t of U.F. Soci e ti es ' financial position 
was a l so submitted , as follows: -

uUbScriptions Subscriptions 
Due up to paid due no .. : due 
;. ttrch H l14 L,c:.r ch H ll5. H'15 -1 C. 

Oxford 1C . 0 0 10 5 0 7 17 0 ea, bridge 18 6 0 :~ 0 0 0 0 
Liverpoo l l 4 0 19 0 
Lcondon 7 10 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 h1ancheste r 5 0 0 14 0 15 0 Birmi n!;hn.m 1~1:3 0 ~) 11 0 

on a/ c . 
Sheffield 1 G 0 Ed inburgh 2 10 0 5/-

on o./c . ::; 10 0 Ulasgow 5 16 0 '; 2 0 1 1l 0 :.;t . Andrews ? Univ . Uoll. ,lr,les ? 
~ 50 6 0 



3 Contd. 

On those it was agreed to rec ommend :-

(a) That crll arrears in column 1, £50.6s ., be Cfl.ncelled. 

(b) That the new rule requiring payments for the curr e nt 
year as a condition of representation at the 
Annual Conference (Col. 3 ) be i nsisted on. 

(c) That FabiBn Hews be not sent to members of Soc i e ties 
in arre ar s afte r 30th June. 

(d) Tha t t he sum of £2.8 .0 overpaid by Oxfor d U.F. S , 
be credited towards the £10. 5 .0. now due , l eav ing 
a bolance of £7.17.0 st il l due . 

4 . Audit: 

( n) It was reported that forrr.a. l report had not be on 
receiv ed , but that t he DUditor conf irmed the 
a ccounts ns printed . 

( b ) It was resolved t hat a sovereign mis s ing f rom the 
office i o Augus t Dnd bel ieved to be stol e n be 
written off to sundry expenses. 

5 . Financial Position of Society : 
Tho reference from the Executive '-'·nd cortr.tin figures 
relevan t ther eto were cons idered and it was resolved 
that a further statement be prepvred for subr-·ission 
to the next meeting. 

6. Annual Fabi a n Conference: 
It was agreed that there be put on the ngenda s • 

(1) Report of the work of Loc a l Societies for the yenr, 

(2 ) Di scussion of deteiled statement of th~ Scope 
and ~ lork of a Local Ff\b ian Society,. 

a nd that further resoluti ons be c ons idered , 

F. LA,/GOri DODD 
Acting Chairman . 
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FABIAN SOCIETY 

Summer School Committee 

Report of Meeting May 17th, 1915. 

In accordance with the Sumf!ler School regulations 

1ve report that we have appointed E. R. Pease, Il. Snell, 

li. D. Harben, and f. Lo.wson Dodd as Directors of the 

School for the Session 19lb; and that we have arranged 

lectures at the School as set out in enclosed prospectus. 

We recommend that the appointments and lecture 

arrangements be approved. 

E. R. PEAS!~ 

Chairman. 



Report of the Finance & C.enora l Purposes Comr• i t tee on 
3rd of June, 1915. 

Present : Ensor (i n chair ), Sanders and ~on. Sec . 

1. Lecture s in Autumn : 

'lt rras recor:;mended that, i n 
I~ings Hall l ectures, thoro 

2 meetings in October 
1 
1 

If November 
j)ocember 

view of tile course of 
be 

One of tho October i·iootlngs mey hDve to be a 
Bus iness Loo ting for r esolutions for the Labour 
Party Co nference in J rnuary 191G. Subjects of 
l ectures wore not discussed . 

2 . Univer s ity Socialist Federat ion: 

It was agreed to r ecor~mend ( as suggested by them) 
that Hrs . Townsho nd be appointHd Consultative 
member of their ~xecut ivo. 

3 . Resignation of ~. D. R. Colo: 

It was agreed that this be accepted. 

4. Finance: 

(a) Report for May was presented showing a decl ine in 
members' subscr iptions of £22 i n two ~onths. 

(b) Til e auditor's r epor t was r eceived o.nd tho mcLnor 
points dealt with wore noted. 

(c) Letter fr ot' ;;ebb and noport fro•~ Socroto.ri es , and 
abstr ac t of finances for the past five years were 
cons idered, and they ne ro ordorod to be submitted 
to the ~xocut iv e . 

A Report of t he d i scuss ion i s ennoxod . 

After the discussion it was r eso lved, in vi ew of 
the state of fi nanco , to r ocol'lloe nc1: -



(d) That the r eque s t of the Unive r s ity Soc ialist ~ 
~adoration for a ~rant of 60/- for a Conference ~ 

(e) 

(f) 

(g) 

r ecently held for organising ~e l sh Univer s ity 
Societies be declined . 

That the request of the Sheffield F . S . that 15/-
fees due be remitted be r efused , but that the 
offer of 15/- as a gift from a mern ber of the 
Executive be accepted . 

That negociations be opened with Miss Fuller, 
expert in advertis ing in small magazines 
(recor.nnended by Wes t), with a view to in-
c r easing advertiseme nts in Fabian Hews. 

That, in r es pect of the lOO already 8greed to be 
lont (without security) as our s~are of the loan 
of Cl,OOO t o t he Internat i onal Soci a li s t Bureau, 
the Trustees of Ho. 2 a/c. (F.Laws on Dodd, 
Clifford Sharp and E . R. Peas e) be requested to 
guarantee the money, if required, and that on 
this undertaking being received, tha secretary 
be authorised to pay the noo to the Labour 
Pa.rt.y out of the Deposit_· _Accoun~s, and to 
apply for it to the Trustees whenever necessary. 

(The No. 2 a/c. is hold by trustees on beh alf of 
the Executive Committee in trust to app~y the 
funds to Educati onal Lectures , Book Boxes, and 
special Distribution of Tracts, but they have 
power at the request of a two-thirds majority 
of the Executive to use the funds for "any new 
or extraordinary development of the work of the 
Society ." (See letter 17 J une ,l004). The Fund 
consists of £150 Derby 37"; Stock, worth now some-
thing ove r £100, and about £11 in tho Ba nk). 

R. C. K. ENSOR 
Chairman. 
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financial Situation 

Copy of Letter frol!l Sidney \i'ebb 

Dear Sanders, 

Finance. 

I think I had better prepare a report on the facts 
(which "the Office" might put before the Finance Committee?) 
We ought to have: -

(a) A careful esticate of expenditure for the current 
year, so as to see what we o.re committed to: 

(b) Estimate of receipts under each main head other 
than subscriptions: 

(c) I want to consider, item by item, how to increase 
receipts - could you and Pease prepare ~ on 

Literature Sales 
Advertisements 
Dookbox fees 

giving seven or ten years' rigures. 

(d) We must consider what we can cut doiVn in items of 
expense. Any suggestions ? 

(e) What steps can we take to get .lli2!! receipts, 
e.g. Letting of Hall ? 

Elementary classes in the hall ? 
Increase Literature Sales. 

(f) Annual Conference - why did it cost f218 net ? 

(g) 1''hat we spend on advertising - stop it ? 

(h) Sundry ;:;rants [;4.18,6 - stop them? 



I r eclw n th ... t ( c..pr,,rt from Summer Schoo l ~· ncl C Ol~:no n 
Roon whi ch mus t P<- Y the i r w<:.y ), v1 e sh :, l l h 1) v e to s pend ut 
l eas t £1,500, t ormrds wh i ch our minor r ece i p t s ar e no t 
like ly to be ov e r £225 . Add t o t h i s the t322 deficit a nd 
the £100 Int ernati ona l Euroau minus C50 Parli amentary Fund 
if we c an ge t it d i verted 

1500 
225 1275 plus :-s22 = 1507 plus l OO - 50 = £1, 647 t hat 

we mus t r a i se by Kings Hall l e c t ures ( say £150) and 
s ubscri pti ons . 

We mus t the r efor e get Cl, 500 i n subscri pt i ons e t c . 
- we only got £1,163 ! and we may well onl y ge t {:1, 000. 

Ca n we get the deficit be low £500 by nex t April ? 
It i s serious . 

Yours , 

(Si gned ) SIDNEY '"/ GBB . 



Report of Discussion on Finance• 

The Secretaries explained the.t in thoir opinion no 

valid estimate of fluctuating items of expenditure and in-

come could be made; that the amounts received a nd expended 

might be more or lass than last year, but there was no 

means of knowing how great the variation 1'ould be. 

Taking the ~ income and expenditure of last year 

and adding to income .£100 (reduced rent of Barrow House) 

and £30 increased receipts from rents of 25 Tothill Street, 

the result would be a surplus of £65 v.gainst the debts 

carried forward, £177. 

The Committee discussed various reductions in nctiv-

ities costing money and concluded that the loss in member-

ship would be greater than any gain. 

(a) They recor.omended that rigid economy be practised in 

special expenditure to which the Society is not committed. 

(b) The main possible source of sa.ving appeared to be in 

the publication of Tracts. It was stated that complete 

cessation or Tract publication would decrease our Country 

memb0rship, and though effecting a temporar~' saving, would 

u'itimnt ely reduce our sal es of lit erature. It Pas reported 

that Professor Morley had sent in the MS, for u Ruskin Bio-

graphical tract, and that an Owon i•i1S , was shortly oxpoctod . 

The Committee desired that the Executive should consider the 

policy of Tract Publication, and i ssue any diroctions to the 

Publishing Co~mittee thereon. The cost of r eprinting Facts 
for Socialists will come into this yoar 1 s budgCJt and tu:nounts 
to £27. 



F AB I 11t1 .SOC l i1TY 

Report on the Financial Position by the Secretaries. 

The Debit B&lance on 31st March consisted of:-

Due to Standring 150 
" " Constable 27 

" !-l aud Davies Trustees lOO 

E.alances of sundry Funds, ) 
Summer School, Common Room,) 45 
etc. , less credits , ) __ _ 

r. 322 

During the year we spent in cash £100 on Furniture, 
Addressing Machine and Moving, none of which will recur. 

The Maud Davies Loan is a liability which co.n stand 
over indefinitely, if the money does not come from other 
sources. 

\'!e may legi tiroE>.tely expect a profit of £100 froro the 
Summer School in recoupment of expenditure for several 
years on postage and office exptmditure. 

''fo shall receive £30 additionnl for Rents, malring our 
net rent under £200. 

Assuming, (and we can do nothing else) that our ordinary 
income and general expenditure is the same in the current 
year as in the year just concluded, the position s tands as 
follows: 

1915-16 
Ordinary Expenditure, as in 1~14-15. 

11 Income, • " " 
Deficit. 

On the oti~er hand for extra receipts, 

Profit from Summer School. 
Additional Hent. 

lOO 
30 

1709 
164·4 

65 

surplus against debts. 65 



Although therefore, the s ituation is serious , it does 
not appe ar to t he SEJcretaries that the present i s the 
moment for any special ac tion boy ond energy in ge tting in 
subscriptions . 

EDIO/ , R . PEASE , 

'.\r . STJ:Pl-l~tl SAi1DERS. 

:Srd June, 1915 . 



~ ru...J~.I~U ..:>u\;l.u'.f.'l. 

J\i'J\LY:...I.3 o.:: P I! At'C ;.; C@ 
Yeur ending t1nrcl;t 

I1ec'l i nts 1ill .lQl1 ~ 1912 12.ll 
1-lernber s ' Subns . 108:5 1 289 1263 1 215 1284 
Other " 9 1 1 0 1 1 3fJ 1 65 193 
Speci a l Fu nd s 254 50 ? 3 1 6 66 
Lectur es , e tc. 175 3 17 262 75 
Boolt 13oxes ) 
Royalt i es ) 71 0 2 145 115 1 35 Adverti sements) 

Summer Schoo l 80 

EX J2 e nditure 

Sal ari es 618 8 18 8 77 747 681 
Ront 22:1 189 1 8 7 188 18 9 
Pos t age 177 1 92 202 236 171 
rfet cost of Tr ac t s 60 36 41 70 171 
Gener a l Print i ng 62 77 68 120 69 
Stat i ona r y t: Su ndr i es 11 0 89 92 90 6 7 
Lecture ii· lls 44 68 8 7 115 92 
Spec i al Expenses • 1 S)2 19 
ur ants t o other bod i es 25 6'' " 4 1 71 52 

lle t Resul t :-

on Debit Bal ance up 24 0 down 1 06 Up 2 1 up H i4 up 4 from 
nil. on Debts up 1 50 ·Jown .')0 down 70 up 1?0 

+ i nclud i ng \; 1 00 for " Hurt> l Pr ol, l em . " 
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That the local Fabian Societies be requested to consider the 
Munitions Bill (or Act) and its probable effects upon the Trade 
Union a.ud Lo.bor Movements. 

That the local Fabian Societies be requested to consider the 
articles to be suggested !or insertion in the peace treaty o.t the con-
clusion of the war for tho prevention of wars in the future. 
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F·ABIAil SOCIETY 

Report of Organising c, Propaganda Comrni ttee 1:\ee t 1 ng on 
l~, June lOth, 1915. 

Present: Yrs. ITebb (in chair), Dodd, Snell, Miss Smith, 
Dr. Fairfield and Ganders • 

.-. .. --"11·----
(a June candidates (8) were elected. 

1. Membershil : 

(b 9 Resignations we re received and dealt wi th. 
(c) Final Letters ne re ordered to be sent to 42 

members in arrears who had not replied to 
three applications for subscriptions. 

2. Annual Conference: 
(a) It was agreed to reconm end that t•U.ss Lm1rence 

be appointed chairman . 
(b) Report was received tha.t the Common Room Com-

mittee had arranged for the Conference "At Home• 
on the evening of July 3rd. 

3. King's Hall Lectures: 
Report was received that King's Hall had been 

secured and steps were ordered to ~e taken to 
secure cheirman and print syllabus. 

4, Oxford University F. S . 
Letters were rece ived which stated the Oxford U.F.S. 

had de cided to become the Oxford University Social-
ist Society and to cease connection with the London 
F. S .; but that o. section of the ne w Society had 
formed a Fabian Group within the Society and this 
section desired to remain members of the London 
F.3. on the old terms and be recognis ed as the 
Oxford Fabian ~roup. 

It was decided to recorJr"e nd that the Oxfor~Fabian 
Group be reco e;nised on the same terms a.s University 
Fabi an Societies . 

(The Finance 0:. (ienorol Purpose s C.oml!!ittee is also 
reportin g on t his s ubject). 

BEATRICE WEBE, 
Chairman. 



FABIAN SOCIETY 

Report of the Special Finance ~ General Purposes Committee 
on June 11th, 1915. 

Present: Ensor (in chair), Dodd, Webb, the Secretaries 
and also V!est. 

1. Legacy,vithout conditions, of £14 from Miss I~. Hart Davie, 
deceased, was accepted with tharu<s. 

2. Oxford U.F.S. 
On correspondence submitted it was agreed to accept 

the Fabian Group of the Oxford University Fabian 
Society as a University Fabian Society and to accept 
various detailed financial arrane;ements proposed. 

~. Resignation of Mrs. Townshend: 
Letter received resigning on account of sympathy 

with the policy (but not the manners) of the Guild 
Socialists. Agreed to request Dodd to confer with 
her in the hope that it may not be final. 

4. The Financial Position: 
A long report from \"/ebb, and other documents were 

considered. \Vebb undertook to draft Report of pro-
ceedings, which is annexed. 

R. C. K. EHSOR 
Chairman. 



FABIAI1 SOCIETY 

Spociul Report of the Fina.nce o.nd General Purposes Committee 
on the Financial Position of the Society. 

We think 1 t ir~portant that the Gxecuti ve Commit tee 
s hoould realise (and should as far as possible irr.press on 
the members in private intercourse in so far us opportunity 
permits) the importance of the Society, under the strain of 
war conditions, making the roost of its financial resources 
and exercising severe economy. 

Without 3oing into details al ready knovm to the Exec-
utive, we estimate that (apart from the Sumrwr School and 
Book Box accounts and the King's Hall loctures\ the expendi-
ture to wh ich Pe are practically comwitted during the current 
year will reach at least ':1 , :51'>0. To this must be added the 
£100 for the I.S . 13. and the deficit of 1::3:32 with which we 
have started the year - total Cl,772. 

\'le doubt whether the income (apart from the Summer 
School and Book Box accounts, und the King's Hall lectures) 
from sources other than subscriptions will reach .£20, unless 
something new is done. Ve put the probable subscriptions 
from members, associates and others at £1,080. On the King's 
Hall lectures we ,!!!.!!:l'. probably K.:!s2i:j;:;s make a profit of !:150 
if we work hard - total £1,230. 

There will be a deficit of £500 or mo re bv the end 

of the current year unless we promptly takJ steps to avert it -

that is what we have to realise. 

Recommendations. 

The Office 

1. That it should be a standing instruct ion to the Office, and 
to al l Committees, that ther0 must be a vigil nnt economy of 
expenditure not promptly loading t; pocuniary return. 



2, That the Office tak·::> seriously in hand before August the ~) 
letting of the Hall, considering in particular:-

(i) Painted wooden board, or swinging iron sign, saying 
that it can be hired. 

(ii) Handwritten notice in shopwindow to same effect. 

(iii) Typed letter to 500 small societies, etc. stating terms. 

(iV) Appeal in~ to members to influence lettings. 

(v) 3tanding advertisement in~ stating terms. 

(vi) Use of our Exchange advts. for this purpose. 

(vii) Free advt. in TiiE l!Ei.7 ST/\TEG:lAN. 

(viii) Personal letters to neighbouring society secretaries 
inviting them to call and inspect the place. 

~. That the Office be asked to devote its special attention 
(and to seek tc enlist the personal he lp of members and 
engage any extra assistance required) to making the utmost 
profit out of the King's E2ll lectures this Autumn (circul-
arisation, free advertisement, appeals to members, sa.les a.t 
the lectures, etc.); and that nothing be allowed to interfere 
with any action deemed useful for this purpose, on which we 
are risking over £100 and on wh ich a profit of between £100 
and ~200 depends, without tho Executive being at once informed. 

4. That the attention of the Office be drawn to the possibility 
of diminishing the cost of the Annual Report by circulating 
it, not first as a proof and then as a completed copy, but 
once for all as the Report to be presented to the Annual 
Heat ing - com:nunicEJting in FABI AH l:E\JS l'lny alterations roe.de 
at the meeting. 

5. That Standrin.z be asl:ed to suggest possible ways of lower-
ing the cost of FAElAli m;;·;s, which exceeds , on an average, n 
halfpenny per copy throughout the year for paper e.nd printing 
only. 

Book Boxes and Lending Library. 

6. That a Special Sub-Cornr.ittee bo appointed to consider and 
report how to m~ke the Book Boxes vnd Lending Library more 
effective and more profit2ble; end thot such Comnittee son-
sist of:- Miss Fairfield, Viss Smith, Sidney rebb end Julius 
~eRt from tho Executive, nod R.P. Arnot, ~ . Gillios, J, Mylles, 



-----.. 
J,G, liiddleton a.nd B. rJ illiams 1'1•ow outside the D:xecutive, 
with the Honorary Secretary a.nd tho Crener>Jl Secretary ex 
officio. 

7. That appl ication be made for a gr ant of 'C50 for the pur" 
chase of new books for the Book Boxes out of any trust funds 
avai lable. 

8. That the Book Box and Library Sub-Committee do consider, in 
\:'art icular: 

(a) nO\l' to put this dopa.rtF.Jent on lines that ·:!ill males it 
yield £100 a year profit; 

(b) Hor1 to make this summer's &:bml!li:M::!d:m'l circularisation 
extensive and effective, at a mininUl'! cost; 

(c) Hol'f to make the Circul ar or Prospectus r:.ore attractive; 

(d) How to extend the ro.nge of cus tamers (e. g. all sorts of 
Educationr;l Classes that ,.,re going on, ·.vomen 's Suffrage 
Societies, u.o.c, branches, ·.wrl: ingl"'en's clubs, etc.; 

(e) How to supplement the Circular by letters to lecturers, 
etc . 

(f) Whether to extend the offer to individuals as we ll as 
Societies (either members or associates only, or to 
others, with or without guarantde ?); 

(g) How to improve the Bo ok Boxes and their contsnts '1 

(h) How to spend a possible donotion of £50 on this so rvice; 

( i) How to malc<-J the Lending Library better kno"rn and roore 
useful to our members . 

The Doohshop e.nd Literature Sules . 

ft~. That u 3pecial .Sulos Sub-Comr:,ittee be appointed to consider 
and report how (without incurring new e·<psnse or requiring 
c ap it a l outlay) the sales of literature, and in particular. 
the financial proceeds of our bookshop , can be increased; and 
that such Sub-Committee do consist of Ernil Davies, ~rs . Reeves, 
Miss Smith and Julius ''los t fro~ the .:J:xecuti ve, and G .P , Blizard, 
Mrs. Deller, J oad, J. Uylles, and Aylmer aose fro~ outside, 
with the Honorary Secretary and Generlll Seceetary ex oeficio. 

10. That the Sales Sub-Committee do consider , in unrticular, 

(a) "!hat steps can be U1kon to get more free >J.dvertisement of 
our li tero.ture (e. g. exche.nge u.dvts. , Lnbor papers abroad , 



F ADIAl~ .NE\'!S, !1Ei7 STJ,TI':S1.1All, pos till'S e.nd permunant show cards, 
notices to uombers, letters to provincial newspapers, etc . }. 

(2) Whethe r unythinB c a n be done to got nore sales by others 
(bookshops and ne~;s age ncies, colporteurs und hawkers); 

(3) How the sale of bound volUL~es of Tracts and the Fifield 
volumes could be pushed, 

( 4) Vlhat suggestions to ma!{O to the Publishing Committee for 
making future tracts more saleable; 

(5) Eow best to reduce the £:400 worth of stock in hand; 

(6) HoVJ to mal<e money out of the shop by conducting a bool<-
selling business without sinking capital in stock or increas -
ing staff (e.g. sa.lo or return chances, soliciting all our 
members to give us their odders for new books, getting from 
our whole membership subscription orders for forthcoming books, 
STATES!:; AU Supplements, etc., frequent notification in FABIAn 
NE\ IS, etc. ) 

(7) HoH to earn cowmission on sale of tick•3ts for meetings, 
charity functions, etc. 

Additional Membership. 

11 . That the members of the Executive Committee do themselves 
consider what they can severally do in the way of rallying 
existing l!lembers, and obts.ining nev1 members e.nd associates; o.nd 
that a suitable notice on the subject by put in FABIAN NE~S. 

12. That in order to make membership e.s attractive as possible; 

(a} Steps be taken, when next He reprint, to ms.ke Applic-
ation Form less repellent and more seductive; 

(b) Hot ices in FABIAN HE'i/S should me.l<e country members and 
r1ssociates aware of t heir pos tal adv a ntages in respect 
of the Lending Library and (if the offer i s extended to 
individuals) o.l s o of Boof: Boxes. 

(c) A full, and not o. spare pt·ogr >Jmme of meetings be issued 
for next session; and witll thi s vi ew that our own arraDf!;e-
ments for the Fridays be made in auv nnco before 23 August 
for some,time at least, of tho dat es ; and that o personAl 
appe al be e.t once made to the Rese arch j)opDrtme nt, the 
Women 1 s G-roup, the Bursary rwd the Educ n.tion GPoup to llolp 
the Executive by severally arra nging (before 2:3 August) 
e ach a series of six lectures or di s cussions in own 
Hall, which could be Rnnounced( a l ong with King 's Hull 
lectures), witll the Fridoy meetings, on ·; single session-
al progranmo. 



New Public ntions. 

13. That the Publishing Commit toe be asked to re fr o in, for the ( ~ 
present, from undert oking t he prepnr ntion of nny new Tracts, \::§:.. 
unless they &re either (a) on a subject on which it is imfort-
ant urgently to supply information or policy, or else, (b) 
likely to be immedi ~tely profit a ble in cash. 

14. That the requisite output of new Tracts to s otisfy our mem-
bers be maintained by formRlly asking the Rese crch Department, 
(and prive.tely asking any other Group likely to respond) to 
come to the help of the Executive by supplying some suitable 
Tracts for our series ut its own expense. 



FABl A!l SOCIETY 

SUW1ER SCHOOL COMMI TTEE 

Report or Meeting, ilonday, July 21st, 1915. 

Present: Peuse (in chair), Miss Hankinson, Miss hloor, 
Mrs. Dice, Gillies, JArs. Webb, Bacharach and 
Sanders. 

We submit, according to regulations, the following budget for 
the Summer Session 1Gl5. 

~· £ s. d, 

Independent Labour 
Party (Minimum 25 )43 15 0 

280 School weeks 
r 37/6d. 525 0 0 

Fees for 
non-residents :5 0 0 

Baths, Boating, 
Teas, etc. 25 0 0 

£ 596 15 0 

EXJ2enditure, 

Rent & upkeep of grounds 

305 weeks Board r. 12/-

30[, " Service &. Staff 
€i' U/6d. 

Lecturers' Fares 

Lecturers' Fees 

Fares of Staff, etc. 

Coals 

Printing Stationery, etc. 

Balance 

EDWARD R, PEASE , 
Cha irman. 

£ 

£ s. 

lOO 0 

163 0 

129 12 

15 0 

15 0 

10 0 

12 0 

20 0 

112 2 

596 15 

d. 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 



~. :f~ jaft !!2:J~ ICJ!;i. 

~ vo-rid ~ cJuw,_ ueu. J9?i:' wdl J7llv.> "r~ 
jft/U) ~ ~ !f ll<L<Le;, IY iu-, /; hnAlf, a.Lkv, 
!/)~' ~ ~I "11~,6-

~} ~~ ,~ lite, ~WuA ~ ~ ~ ~

{2) o~ts'cf ~ ~~ ~~-

@J f!!!J i6 ~ _}J~s &u,-rt ~ ~ 
tJ/n tu~ ~ J. "-V'(L.S ~ ltr--1-o.k ~ {1-; 

r71w Jfe,l.41t' .w-e-.--5 r~ ~lf'~-

~ ~~ (IJ~~<Jd. ~~ 
~~~~ 

(5)~~~ '~ ~/U_~'-
.J/r tv-d-5 ~ Huu- lhv J~ ot1ti~ 

J{.~oleJ k ~ flL, ~~ dYIJ /Je f:lkr ·· '~ / ~ Clh1LU 

~ 4 rlft.' " ~) ~- 4 f. "A.dr!{, urn!/')YJ.,,fi'rP. 

~MNJ{, ~ -te ~ fJ q4--;yyH 

(UP.f. _~-f:.... I £'\...d ~ lfA...-r,,/>A.'> 

I 



~ ~~-·~-"h__....~_____.-· __ pn-__ -'Jc.._ ' r_..J._~ ____ L_~:t-trd---~_ 
~ 

f% I 

Jl U>t\. J 0uc ~ 10 d.c/di. r4c H1M-~ t1( 

Cvt.J t.. 'L.:> rfl'u.~ bru_ f l tr,HnJ) ~ AlT nJ -ICJ tk{~ 

~ #"I.L o-f'lt.u-r(LVY~.-c.k<- ~ e-£/L&( r urn 

~ )\'"- {w-r bfn."' r1£n CU1. r'" f p 

J £Ve- 41J 1._ 

...llrtl...J ~ 't£V 

tJn 1lc ~J J1 w-o.. :s tbc.:..d.e£6 ,.t ~ Ca'11Ul-a --f1 wt 
4 c.Vt.a..w- v..f- a. f!.L'L~ u--tl~dw..vvo..r ~ v~- 4 

A: ~ _./;, ~ f1R.'Le<>7Ul r--lj-CY~ . 

~ fj'J J: (}.<) ~ ~ 1{~ ,9l,L-Jt.,.,_ !vry (tn.,.,n-u.lZUJ. 

,}f~~ ~~-~~-

oft_,_~-~ k'L/<4'Wf> ~ ftl~ iArt74J 

, __:.t.V-e.tL ~lea.. 

J1 tv-<Ul fk~ 1-f-.Lt/ fu f'~>-rzA.~e t~ ""- J'~ 

f.¥-n; ~ IJut tu c « "l-1-
1 

.... K..._ ta'l..· ~ "fa. ..._'L. ~ .... ~ l'Ykt A""~ el.d 



FABIAN SOCIETY 

Report of the Publishing Committee Meetir.g Friday, July 
16th, 1915. 

Present~ Prof. Morley, Miss Smith, West & the Secretaries. 

1. Prof. Edith Morley was appointed 6hairman and it was agreed 
to continue to meet on ?ridays. George Standring was again 
ooopted. 

2. Tract Publication: It was agreed that for the present the 
pub~~cation of new tracts be suspended and further con-
sideration of those in preparation {Ruskin by Prof. Morley 
and 017en {II) by Joad, MSS. of which had been submitted) 
was adjourned until October. 

3. Reprints & Revises: 
No. 104. Trade Union Leaflet, standing in type ready, 
was ordered to be printed as and when required by 
office. 
5o. 7~. John Woolman. o.p. It was agreed to reprint 
1,000 from stereos. 

4, Advertisements: 
The Hon. Secretary reported interview with Miss Fuller, 
specialist in Sectarian papers, who offered to get advts. 
for 3 months as a trial; terms 33r per cent. Commission 
on !11 advts. received for the paper, including insets, 
except those received from members and associates. After 
discussion it was resolved to recommend that the scheme 
be tried for 3 months. 

5, Reference from the Executive: 
"To consider {A) the possibility of making the tracts 

more attractive without changing the size, and (B) to 
report on the selling quality of various Tracts." 

On (A) the following points were dealt with:-

(d) 

Type. No change can be made with advantage. 
Paper. do. do. 
Title page. To be further considered when a Tract 
is ready for issue, 
Cross-headings. The Committee was divided on the 
use of these and question was deferred for recon-
sideration on a concrete case. 



(e) Leading. It \'/aS suggested that leads improve the ~~--., 
look of a page, and that suitable tracts might be ~ 
leaded and sold for 2d. It was agreed that Standring 
submit sample loaded pages to the next Committee. 

On (B) the Secretaries submitted report showingi-

(a) Thet a previous report recently circumated had shown 
that 2d. Tracts sell as woll as and are more profit-
able than ld. Trac'l'.s and that the Biographical Series 
sell above the average of other Tracts. 

(b) That in respect of Tracts in general the only thing 
to be said is that Tracts soll in proportion to the 
number of people who want to buy: and that many 
people want to buy Tracts on subjects of general 
interest, Tracts with taking titles, and tracts by 
very well-known authors. 

On this it was agreed, 
That except for Tracts lil<ely to be sold at meetings, 
or purchased for distribution, we may incline towards 
2d. rather than ld. Tracts. 

EDITH !AORLEY, 
Chairman. 



FABIAN SOCIETY 

Report of Organising & Propa~anda Committee Meeting Thursday, 
July 15th, 1015. ~·· ·~ 

Present: Mrs. Webb (in chair), Squire, Dodd, Miss Smith 
and Sanders. 

1. Membership: 

(a) July candidates. 22 were elected and 1 referred 
to the Executive Committee. 

(b) ~ resi gnations were accepted. 

(c) 165 members who had not replied to three applications 
for subscriptions were ordered to roceive final letters. 

2. Fabian Hall Lettings: 

( a) Letter to various Societies announcing terms for 
lotting the Hall was approved, 

( b) Arrangements were made for fixing board outside 
shop advertising Hull+ 

3 . King ' s Hall Lectures : 

Syllabus of lectures was reported to be in tho hands of 
the printer. 

BEATRICE \i!!WD 
Chairman. 



FABIAN SOCIETY 

Report of the Finance & General Purposes Committee on 
22nd July, 1915. 

Present: Webb (in chair), Dodd and the Secretaries. 

1. Finance: 

(a) Accounts to 30th June showed increase in subscriptions 
of £26 for three months and decreases in other • 
reported recelpts of £19. 

(b) Miss Hart Davis. Bequest of £14. Letter from 
Mrs. Vlilson saying she understood this was intended 
for the Women's Group. It was agreed to reply that 
there appears to be no ~zies~~e clear evidence for 
this opinion. 

2. Peace Manifesto: 
Request that we sign Manifesto by Qua)ers and I.L.P. 
Agreed to reply in the negative. 

~. Suggestions from St. John Ervine for raising funds: 

(a) That he read a play in the Fabian Hall, Tickets 2/6d. 
Agreed to accept with pleasure for the autumn. 

(b) That Shaw ~/or Bennett be asked to do the same on a 
larger scale. Agreed to defer. 

(c) That Barker be asked to do the same. 
In vie~ of his offer to do something in lieu of 
subscription, it was agreed to ask him to arrange 
something for the spring. 

(d) That FABIAN NEWS be suspended in July and August, that 
members be charged 1/Gd. for it; that it be made 

4. JE\'IS : 

saleable and sold. Agreed to reject all these proposals. 

The Secretary was directed to ask Standring to report 
if the expense can be reduced. 



5. Next Sess ion' s Lectures: 
Wanted 3 lectures in the autumn and about 7 in the 
Spring, in addition to members' meetings. 

(a) It was agreed to reject offers from Grad (Russian 
Jews) and Leaky (Adjustable Collectivism}. 

(b) It was agreed to arrange in advance a course of 
5 or 6 lectures on 

The 1'/ar : l:;ome Factors in the Settlement. 
(c) And that the following be invited to tEl.ke part:-

l!ame Suggested Subject 

I. Zangwill 
Dr. Gollancz 
Roden Buxton or) 
Noel Bu:cton ) 
A. Zimmern 
Dudley Ward 
Robert Dell 
Dr. Oppenheim 
Ja.ne liarrison 
Lowe s Dickins on 
P.. D. Harben 
Josiah Wedgwood 
J. A. Hobson or) 
Sir A.B.Markham) 
Percy Alden 

Jews 
do. 

Bulgaria 
Greece 
Germany 
France 
International Peace 

? . 
? 

The French Front 
The Dardanelles 

Coal 
Belgian Relief 

SIDNEY WEBB, 
Acting Chairman. 



FABIAN SOCIETY 

Report of Summer School Committee Meeting Monday, J'uly 12th,, 1~'\. 
1915. ~ ) 

Present: E. R. Pease (in chair), Miss Hankinson, ~. 
A. L. Bachars.ch, F. Lawson Dodd, IV. Gillies, 
& W. s. Sanders. 

The Committee considered the question of the location of 
the Summer School for 1916 and discussed the following pro-
posals~ 

(a) The renewal of tenancy of Barrow House. 

(b) Removal to another district. 

The Committee were equally divided on the proposal to renew 
the tenancy at Barrow House for another year and they finally 
decided to refer the whole matter to the Executive Committee 
for a decision and to invite members of the Summer School 
Committee to be present at the discussion. 

The case for renewing the lease is: 
That we shall not get so good a place elsewhere. 
That the trouble of making a change should be avoided. 
That our furniture will sell badly during the war. 
That the evidence is that plenty of people want to go 

again. 

The case for terminating the lease is: 
That our clientele is in fact limited, and every year 
of continuance at one place reduces the number who care 
to return. 

That we can, if another place cannot be found, suspend 
the School for a year. 

That this is a good time for getting other places. 
That we have got the fourth year on favourable terms 

and ought not virtually to risk £100 by taking Barrow 
House for 6 unprofitable months. 

The matter is urgent as our tenancy of Barrow House expires 
on September 30th. 

The officers of the Summer School Committee were empowered 
to take action to carry out whatever decision the Executive 
Commit tee agrees upon. 

E. R. PEASE, 
Chairman. 



Keport or Special Sub-Committee on Book Boxes and 
LibrarJ, meet1n& JUlJ 8th, 1916. 

Present& Jul1us West (in chair), Miss Smith, &idne7 We~~. 
1. R. Pease, w. S, Sanders, w. G1llies, 
ft, p, Arnot, J, s. ~iddleton, & 8. Williams. 

1· Ohairmant Ju11ua West was appointed ob&ircan. 

a. lt was decided to revise the circular at present in use 
in order to:-

(a) provide a wider ranso ot titles and subjecta tor 
societies to make selections troaJ 

(b) Tell societies they can aot blue books 6t neceaS&rJ, 
and select catalogues on application. 

1. It was decided to send out circulars, up to a total ot 
10,000, to the following bodiesa-

Trade Union Branches ) In connection with the Labour 
Branches ot the I.L.P,) Annual circular. 
Branches or the Onion ot Democratic Control. 
~oman Suffrage Societies. 
Hat1onal Adult School Union. 
Brotherhoods. 
Workers Educational Association. 
Students' Christian Onion. 
Ruskin College Classes. 
Christian Social Union. 
Social Settlements. 
Co-operative Union. 
Women's Co-operative Guild, 

•· It was decided to supplement the eirculars with personal 
letters to U.B .A. and Ruskin College lecturers, stating that 
we ean supply books recommended and are prepared to issue 
text-books in duplicate or triplicate, and inviting a call 
or inspection. 

G. It was decided to recommend the insertion or a paragraph in 
FABIAN N~S asking for book donations tor the library, and 
to encourage members to contribute b7 acknowledging such 
donations. 

e,Jo immediate action was recommended as regards the spending 
ot the donation of £60 which has been placed at the disposal 
ot the Book Boxes. 

7.lt was decided to let the proposed extension of the Book Box 
scheme to individuals, and the advertisement ot the Members' 
Library, stand over until after the summer circularisation 
had had its effect. 

JULIUS WEST, Chairman. 



FABIAN SOCIETY 

Report of Special Sub-Committee on Sale of Literature, 
Meeting June 20th, 1915. 

Present: G. P. Blizard (in chair), l.lylles, West, Joad, 
Aylmer Rose, Mrs. Deller, Miss Smith, Pease 
& Sanders. 

1. G. P. Blizard was elected to tho chair. 

2. The points referred to the Sub-Committee by the E:ceoutive 
Committee were considered and it w~s decided to recommend:-

(a) That endeavours be made to secure o:whange advert-
isements with the LABOUR LEADER, THE H1DEPE~1DENT, 
THE HERALD, and certain local Labour papers. It 
was, however, considered that the FABIAJl NEWS is 
not a very favourable medium for such advertise-
ments. 

(b) That when a new Tract is issued an order form for 
the Tract should be sent to members through the 
FABIAN NEWS, 

(c) That members should be asked to write reviews of 
Tracts for local newspapers and to mention Tracts 
in letters to such papers. 

(d) That announcements of Tracts should be sent to 
members of economic societies and similar bodies. 

(e) That an advertisement of a fewer number of Tracts 
specially selected should appoar on the bac~ of 
some future Tracts in place of the adverti s ement now 
now in use. 

(f) That the Clubs affiliated to the Working Men's Club 
and Institute Union be circularised asldng them to 
purchase our publications, especially a bound set 
of Fabian Tracts, for their libraries. B. T. Hall 
might be willing to send out the circular with, 
perhaps, a recommendation. 

(g) That the Tracts written by Bernard Shaw might be 
issued in booklet form or bound together with a 
special title. 



3. The Sub-Commlttee appro,;ed of the suggestion that a book- --G 
selling ·~:·ao. o m:·cght be ou:::.:tt up thr·ough the shop by 
request:~:1g UJ~>m'Jc.'''j r.o Ol'cl.ar !:h)JKS through the Society. 
It was fUC' t[Jo::- sc~g'S-.J::; ';ed ttw:c t.~' .ll>i .•. snel'S might be offered 
the shop wj_ncl0w ~ur ~ne Wb~~ to dLsplay thelr publications 
and chat an oxil ". u· .. ·i:. i_ on c-f oooks m :~ght be held from time 
to time in the Uommon Room or Hall. 

With regard to sales by booksel lers, hawkers, etc., it 
was thought that the prospects of success of such methods 
were very slight. It was further considered that the 
probable returns from commis!ion on sale of tickets for 
meetings would be too small to warrant undertaking to 
sell them. 

G. P. BLIZARD, 
Chairman. 
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6. Office Report: 
The addressing of envelopes for the King's Hall 

lectures syallabus and Book Box circular is well in 
hand. First batch of Boo}{ Box circulars will go out 
this week. Although the syllabus of the King's Hall 
lectures has not yet been circulated the sale of 
tickets so far has been encouraging. The sales to 
September 11th for the course as compared with those 
for the 1913 courso and the 1914 course at Kingsway 
liall to the same date is as follows: 

1913 -7- 1914 
34 

1915 
50 

Subscriptions to the S~cioty, as compared with 1914, 
are as follows: 

Meobers' Subscriptions 
Associates' do. 
Donors 

Sept. ll,l914 
308 

30 
l1 

Sept.ll.l915 
333 up 2al 

21 down 9 
15 up 4 

The expenditure on printing and posting "Fabian News" 
and on Tract and General Printing for the five months 
ending AugUst 30th has been £144 a.s aga.inst £271 for 
the same period lc.st year. To da te (including tho £150 
brought forward to our debit from last year) we owe 
Standring £244 (having paid him £50 in AUgUSt) as against 
£271 at this date in 1914. 
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It is propos ed: 

(a) That the Fabian Society publish "Women and their 
dependants," title, to be settled later, prepared 
by the Women's Group, as a special publication, 
MS. has been read by l:l rs. Reeves, Mrs. Webb, 
Miss Smith, &c. 

The Constance Hutchinson Trust will make a grant 
to the Society or the approximate cost. 

The Women's Group will get advance orders ror a 
substantial sum. 

It is understood that the XKZ~ ~ whole proceeds 
of sales will come to the Society. 

(b) That the Publishing Committee bG authorised to 
accept a tender ror setting up the book and 
printing (?) 1,000 copies. 



FABIAN SOCIETY 

Report of Organising & Propaganda Committee Meeting Thursday, 
September 30th, 1915. 

Present: Mrs. Webb (in chair) and Sanders. 

1. Membership: 
August, September and October candidates (11) were 
elected. 

2. King's nall Lectures: 
Report was received that the syllabuses were being 
~osted and that the sale of tickets to date was £93. 
(The sale of tickets to October 7th was £165. Further 
particulars are contained in the Report of the Finance 
& General Purpose& Committee). 

3. Offices: 
The General Secretary reported that he had insured the 
contents of the premises, 25 Tothill Street, against 
air craft, It was agreed to recommend that his action 
be approved. 

4. Book Boxes: 
Enquiries having been received from individuals as to 
the possibility of hiring Book Boxes it was agreed that 
Book Boxes may be hired by individuals on their provid-
ing a guarantee from a responsible person that the books 
would be returned or their value paid; or that a deposit 
of £5 was paid. 

BEATRICE WEBB, 
Chairman. 



F AB I All SOCIETY 

Report of the Finance_ General Purposes Committee, 7th Oct., 
1915. 

Present: Ensor (in chair), Dodd, .V ebb, Sanders and Hon. Sec. 

1. Finanoe: 

(a) Report to end of September. 
Subscriptions show increase of £22 on month and 
£30 on half year. Tract sales are down £25, oainly 
on account of sales of " War and the Workers " last 
year. Standring's unpaid account is £270 includ-
ing £150 from last year; last year at same time it 
was £342. 

(b) Summer School accoun~s are incomplete: a balance of 
not less than £50 after paying off the loan is 
probable. Barrow House has been vacated and the 
furniture stored . 

(c) King's Hall Lectures: 
Sales to Q1h £169. Expenses owing to reduced 
circularising estimated at only £120. Sales to 
bth Oct.,l914, £136; Expenses £245; to Oct.Oth, 
1913, £95; Expenses £215. 

(d) It was resolved to press the Research Department to 
produce the Tracts offered and to circularise Trade 
Union Branches in order to get Book Box orders. 

(e) Postal changes: 
The office was directed to report on ~ethods for 
reducing the cost of postage by not publishing the 
News in the holiday seasons, or otherwise, in view 
of the changes in rates whichfthe present basis 
will cost the Society about £ 100 a year. 

(f) Fabian Uews: 
RA~prt f~Qm ~tandring on possibility of reducing 
the cost, with n~gative conclusions, was received, 
and a cordial letter of thanks ordered to be sent 
him. 

2. Labour Party: 
It was agreed to nominate Sanders for the Execut ive, 

and to defer nomination of delegates to the Bristol 
Conference. 



3. London Labour Party: 
Annual Conference Essex Hall, Saturday, Nov. 27th at 
~ p.m. 

It was agreed:-

(d) 

To pay affiliation fee on 840 members, 35/-. 
To appoint 11iss Lawrence to the Exe cutive. 
To direct our delegates to move or support to refer 

to the Party Executive the long programme on 
Agenda proposed by the B.S.P. 

That the Executive appoint the 4 delegates to the 
conference. 

4. Death of Keir Hardie: 
It was agreed that the Executive pass a full resol-
ution of regret, to be sent to the I.L.P, the relat-
ives, etc. with a view to publication, and that this 
be announced at the public meeting on Friday (to-day), 
Draft resolution on the table. 

5. South African F1S. 
On letter announcing fornation, and enquiry about 
affiliation, it was agreed to reply we do not formally 
affiliate Societies outside the U.K., but will supply 
literature, etc. 

6. Union of Democratic control: 
In reply to application, it was a greed to say that we 

do not allow other organisations to have bookstalls 
at our King's Hall lectures. 

7. Lectures: 
For the five lectures January to March, it was agreed 

to ask:-
Harben on French Front. 
W. P. Reeves on Cireece . 
J ane Harrison (per Mrs . Dodd), 
Lowes Diclcenson. 
Percy Aldev.on Belgian Refugees. 
Sanders on Germany; 
and to enquire of B. ''·li lli ams if he can 
suggest a l ecturer on coal. 

8. Chairman for Buxton was not appointed. 

R. C. K. ENSOR 
Chairman. 



RE ... OLUTION DOPTI!:D BY 'IllE EXECUTIVE 00 ITTEE OF THE 

FABIAN OUIRTX' A'l' IT!:. FIRST YEEfl,Hi MTEH TtlE DEATH OF 

J. KJ.i:IR hAHDil!:. 

The Executive Committee of the Fabian Society desires 

to convey to Mrs . Hardie and ~ho relatives of J. Keir Hsrdie, 

and to his colleagues of tho Independent Labour Party their 

sorrow at his death, and their recognition of the unique 

services to our com~on cause which he rendered through his 

long career: they recall that he was member of the Fabian 1 

Society for 24 years, nd especially nppreciote his broad 

minded toleration in maintaining his membership in spite of 

differences in points of policy wt1ioh mir-,ht easily have lod 

to misunderstandings: they considor that thGr i-'l no one 

not llving amongst British !:.oc1uli:3ts who has achiuvod 1:1ore 

in teachirtg the Tt•ade Unionists and w ge earners of Great 

llri tain to understand and orl{ for the principles or Socialism, 

thus br1ng1n..:; nearer the time when the degradation an<.i folly 

of the competitive system will be broueht to an and. 

8th October, 1915. 
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FA£IA.i\ SOCIETY 

Report of the Publishing Committee on 15th October, 1915. 

Present: Prof. borley (in chair), ~rs. Reeves, ~iss Smith, 
\'Test, Squire, Standring, Sanders and the Hon. Sec. 

1. New Tracts: 

(a) On report that Glutton Brook had said he would 
Vlritc a Tract on Socialism, it was agreed that 
the Executive be recommended to publish such 
Tract when ready; that. it \70Uld be oxccllont as 
a lecture; and that Glutton Erock be written to 
this effect. 

(b) It was reported thut th0 Research 0epartrnant had 
none of the proMised Tracts yet in hand. 

(c) On report that the 0S. or Proffessor Morley's 
"Ruskinfi and Joad 1 s "Owen as Utopian" ware ready, 

and that the financial outlook was better, it was 
resolved to propose to the Executive that the 
publication of the former be proceeded with. 

2. i!omen :Jags Earners and the Dopendants: 
On instructions from the Executive to prooeod with 
the above & • 
(a) The above title was selected. 
(b) It was agreed to accept tender of the Co-op. 

Printing eo. subject to s e lection of a thicker 
rougher paper. The format and s tyle of cover 
as suggested wore discussed and approved. 

(The book is now nearly rcv.dy. The '7omen 's Group 
desires to alter the title to 

"Women: thoir wages and their dependants." 
It is proposed to complete without further con-
sulting the Co~mittoe). 

3. Adverti s ement Agent for Fabian Hews: 
It was docided to t ake no further action on this 
during the W ~tr. 

EDITH MORLEY 
Chairman. 



Report of the Finance ~ General Purposes Committee 
11th Rovember, 1? 15. 

Present: Ensor (in Chair), \/ebb, \'lest, Dodd, Sanders and 
lion • .,eoreto.ry. 

1. Finance: 

(a) Report on Octobar accounts sho~ed subscriptions 
~20 up for 7 c1onths, and a decline of £10 in 
October. Boo~ Eoxos showed an increase of ~8 
in October ovor last year . 

(b) King's nall Lecture Receipts to date S342, with 
an anticipated surplus of ~240 vrhich compares with 
£171 last year. 

(o) Sumoer School accounts show a surplus of about 
~90 after paying off balance of loan. 

2. F1field 1 s Publications: 

On a letter from him asking revision of terms in view 
of the small sales, (£2 l8s.6d. for half year) it VIaS 
agreed to accept his proposals, viz. 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

That we store tho stocks, thus saving the charge 
of l/6d. per lOO on books .supplied to us. 

That accounts be rendered yearly in place of half 
yearly. 

That he accounts to us for all sales at the present 
price for export sales, viz. 3d. and 6d. instead 
of 3~d. and 6~d. 

3. Lectures: 

Jan. 14th. Lowos Dickinson, fixed with reservation. 
Laroh 24th. w. P. Reeves on vreeco. 
Sanders on &ermany at any date. 
On letter with syllabus from Williams recommending 
J. Burgess on Coal, it was agreed to ask him for 
January 28th, subject to the question of fee. 



4. Office Rearrungement: 

(a) (An important announcement, not before the Committee, 
will be made by the Secretary). 

(b) On letter from Brimley stating that he proposed to 
enlist about December 12th it was agreed to express 
approval, and that Sanders mako provisional 
arrangement with him as to remuneration. 

(c) On the advice of the Office it was agreed to recommend 
the appointment of Hiss Clibson, Assistant Secretary 
and Accountant to tho j_;a tional Land and Home League, 
of Queen Anne's Chambers, for half time at 22/6d., 
being half hor present salary, a plan already approved 
by the other parties to it. 

5. (Labour Party Executive: 
Reconsideration of nomination of Secretary), 

6. Candidates: 

Two October candidates were elected on behalf of the 
Organising Committee. 

7. December Business ll;eeting: 

The agenda was discussed. In the absence of other 
motions it was suggested that tho Executive put down 
motions on:. 

(a) !ND International agreement for the Prevention 
of war; or 

(b) tiothods of paying for tho War. 
tut the matter was left to the Executive. 

R. C. K. ENSOR 

Chairman. 
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Report of the Fin~noe & ueneral Purposes Committee on 
9th 0ecembor, 1g15. 

Present: Ensor (in chair), Dodd, Allen, ''!ebb, and lion. Sec. 
also \7est. 

1. The Labour Party Conferonco: 

(a) It was agrood to recommend that ''Jebb, Mrs. '7obb 
and Peaso be delG gates. 

(b) The Agenda papor was submitted. 

2. Office salaries : 
A rocommendation by the Com~itto e will be r eported 
by the chairman. 

~. History of the Fabian Socie ty: 
The proposal submitted by ~ebb was in substance 
approv~.d; it was agreod that the offer to purchase 
500 ·copi~s ·before publice,.tion be made and Wobb was 
authorised to nego:ti'Elte \Uth the publishers and 
to agree to pay up to 2/6d. a copy. 

4. Brimloy: 
On this matter the Eon. Secretary reported that he 
had had an interview with Erimley's parents. ~is 
father describes himself as a working ~an, is prob-
ably e. warehouse clerk, or something of that sort, 
and is employed in a patent medicine works. He 
said, both by letter and verbally, that he would 
make good tho deficiency if it was within his 
moans. 
No further defalc a tions hnvo bee n discovered, but 
·the lion. Secretary has been ma inly occupied with 
getting immediate fina nces going. 
The Co~mittee resolved:-

(a) 

(b) 
(c) 

(d) 

That the books be audited, if possible, as soon 
as they can be mndo ready. 
That no decision be~e.ko n as to prosecution. 
That a r eply· in genora l torms be sont to the 
fathor. 
That at e. later dato tho method of account 
koeping would be cons idered ~ ith a view to 
improvomont. 

R. C. K. EHSOR, Chairman. 
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(a) Hector Tho~son has promised to audit the accounts 
as soon as tha books can be spared. 

(b) ~est is engaged on the books, wh ich prove to be 
v ~ry confusing. The monthly ba l ances, mado up 
to September .SOth, ha.ve been faked. We found a 
deficit of £ 30 in June and July but it appears 
to ha,ve been repaid. 

(c) Miss ~ibson is engaged in exam1n1ng the Membership 
cards in order to trace subscriptions embezzled , 
but this is not nearly complete. At present no 
very lorge amount has been discovered. 

(d) q e hRve partly traced the process of one embezzle-
ment . One Alwyn Lloyd sent a cheque for 21/- on 
21st ~arch 1Pl5, which was not ontered. His 
cheque~ paid in to our account: his receipt 
was in order : but on the c ··unterfoil was entered 
a-subscription to the Common Room of 7/Bd. paid 
by l,~ iss nndley and duly entered in the books . 
We have no report yet from Miss Hadley . 



(c) Th e doficit at preRAnt is £44 9s.lOd. in cash 
entered, and a t out £15 in s ubs criptions, etc. not 
entered 

(f) Any stateme nt at the Members' Meeting ? 

(g) Statement in Fabian News. The Hon. Secretary sug-
gests that a small Committee (? Dodd and Webb) 
be authorised, with himself, to approve the 
necessary stat ement. 
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1'ABIAN SOOHTY 

Report on Brimley Defalcattons as disclosed to dato, 
4th January, 1~16. 

The amount proves largor than we ~nticipated. The 
entries of subscriptions on cards have ·for 1015, 19~4.~ and 
1Ql3 been entered on a list. Those for 1915 have been com-
pared ~Yi th the books, and defalcations amounting to £67 14 6 
have been disclosed. Some of the items may be discovered 
on revision, but on the other hand many members have re-
signed, and their cards have not been examined. 

F·or 1Sl4 about one fourth of tho entries have been 
examined, and these show defalco.tions of £7 7s.Od., say £ !30 
for the year. Tho 1813 subscriptions were listed and 
checked to the end of the letter G and~no defalcations were 
found the remaining letters were not listed. 

The bundle of papers referred to in t he no tice calling 
tho Executive, proves on curs ory examination to be neglected 
work, and not evidence of defalc ations. 

The estimate of defalcati ons now is as follows:-

Deficits disclosed by the books; 

Two petty cash cheques not £ 
entered. 30 

Short payment in l<;l 
Shortage in cash-box 

Dec. 4th less sundry 
credits. J.O 

Total amount short which we ) - L ~upposod ·we had) 

Shortage of subscriptions 1815 

" " l9H. Estd. 

National Insurance money not 
accounted for, and payments 
for tracts, etc., embezzled 
cannot be less than, 

say at lowest, 

s. 
0 
0 

7 

EDW. R. PEASE, 
Hon. Soc. 

d. 
0 
0 

9j 

~ s . d<,. 

59 7 9i 

67 14 6 

30 0 0 

10 0 0 

167 0 0 
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rAJu" IOIUIIY, 

Further fieport on Brimley Defalcations. 

The following is the report of the 1\IDOUnts actually dis-
covered to date. 

Deficit disclosed by the Books (as previously r eported): . -. s. d • £ s. do 
Twc petty cash cheques 30 
Short payment in 1~ 
Shortage in cash 10 '7 ql 59 7 9~ .. 
Subscriptions entered 

on cards and not found 
in the cash books.l2'1B 70 14 6 

1014 E,l2 14 0 96 8 6 

Sundries I 

National Insurance 
Loney deducted or 
charged to P.Cash 
and not accounted 
for. EAlanoe per a/c: 
(eject. found sub se-
quently credited in 
ledger per above 
shortage of cash 1 8 5 

Book Box subscription 10 0 
Common Rooiil 11 7 6 
Literature accounts l Q 4:- 3 6 3-t 

e 159 2 6 ~ 

The loss of subscriptions for 1915 and 1014 have been 
carefully checked, errors in dates having led to some reduct-
ions in the first estimate; those for 1Pl3 have not been com-
pleted, but nothing was missin~ in a part examined; as defal-
cations ho.ve been found as early ao; January 1914, some would 
probably have been found. Cards of members who heve resigned 
have not been examined, as this would be a matter requiring 
much time, and, moreover, if the money was taken the entries 
would probably not be made. The literature accounts have not 
been examined; this matter.for various reas ons, would be very 
difficult to work out. Finally, the books have yet to bo 
audited. 

<% 

I have no doubt that the actual defalcations are consider-
ably in excess of the amount stated, but subject to the audit 
of the books, I venture to recommend the Executive Committee to 
abandon further researches and estimate the total at £180. 
12. Jan., 1916. ED1'T, R. PEASE, non. Sec, 
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ci_.l Letter fror:r: W. rr . Brimley in answer to tne Secretary 1 s 1

, 

latter enclosing estimate of deficit at £167, saying::J 
"Mrs. Brimley and myself are anxious to avoid a prose-

' 

cution for our own sakes." ••.•••••• "If the Committee 
will deal gently with us, we shall be prepared to pay 
£60 per month, the instal~ent to be paid on receipt 

~ The 

ts decision." 
I """" 
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"Conscription" Bill;_-- ·~ 
Letter from Miss[Lawrence suggesting 
protest against £he Bill, or discuss 
Meeting. 
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The Committ~o has not met. 

(a) Tho Secrotary has not act~d on tho authority given 
on l'ovember 12th to print Prof. ?Iorley's Biographical 
Tract on Ruskin, bec ause of the Brimley defalcations 
and doubtful financial situation. Ho considers the.t 
the Tract might now be set up. 

(b) A ~3. has been received fro m Glutton Brock which will 
be considered by the Publishing Committee as soon as 
it is typed. 

( c ) It is proposed that o Research Department paper on 
Trade Union Rules be issued as a special So ciety pub-
licat ion, but not as a Tract , 

~ \U.:, -,t ~ ~ 
~1 (o ~~r~ ·~· 
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~1-\..W..J..lU I .:>VV.I...Cd.J.. 

Report of the Organising & Propaganda Comnit t ao ~e ating on 
Fe b . 3r d, 19 lf. 

Present: h rs. ~ebb (in chair), Snell, Liss Smith , Dodd , 
Dr. Fairfiold and tho Hon. 5ccrat~ry. 

1. Ce.ndidates for December and January (" in a ll, ~5 less than 
the previous year) Per e e lected, excep t one wh o had 
not signed the Bas is and was in Frunce 

3. The membersh ip list was dealt with fo r r esignations, etc., 
e7 i n Al l, s ince July 15th, 1015:-

20 member s , " address lost," ~oro struck off, 

~2 resignations wo r e conside red, About S war e 
orde red to be kept on, if ~i lling . Others ~ero 
refe rred to membe r s for enquiry. The r est ware 
accepted. 

5 members in arre ars were struck off. 

John Burns was r emoved fr om the Free List. 

DEATRICE "'EDB, 
Ch a irman. 



FABIAH SOCIETY 

Report of the Finance & General Purposes Committee on 
4th February, 1916. 

Present: F. Lawson Dodd (in chair) and the Honorary Secretary .-
Also Wes t and Miss Lawrence. 

1. Brimley affairs. The Honorary Secretary reported that the 
audit was now complete, and only a further item of 
a few shillings had been ttt.Zr::C'l;: ::::r;:3d found. Further 
sums missing were discovered from time to time, the 
chief of which was £4 10.10 taken from Common Room 
Receipts. 

~. Finance: 

(a) The Hon. Secretary reported that the financial pos-
ition, largely owing to reduced expenditure on 
salaries, had improved: £120 had been paid for old 
debts; £50 to Standring, while the Balance was 
raised from £127 (corrected figure) at the beginning 
of December to about £150 

The balance of £Z7 . 7 . 7 due to Constable & Co. for 
the Rural Problem had been paid by Harben. The new 
cashier was proving very satisfactory. 

3 . History of the Fabian Society: 

Pease reported that the agreement for publication by 
Fifield was signed. Fifield offers 500 copies to 
the Society at 2/6d net, free of royalty, for cash, 
with power to the Society to purchase more on the 
same tGrms up to 3 weeks before publication. The 
Secretary proposes that t his offer be accepted, that 
the Society pay him the Royalty (9d.) on copies sold; 
and that it be offered ut 4/- (or 4/Gd. post free) 
by ordor form sen t out with the next Fabian News. 
':'his was agreed to and 1 .. "'"" "1 <:n "'"rAAO tn nf'fAr 
copies to the Liverpool F.S. at the same price. 

(On the las t item, the questions of Royalty and carri -
age were overlooked, and the Secretary now proposes 
that copies be offered to Liverpool F.S. for private 
sale before publication at 2/6d. KXS~i&. plus 9d . 
Royalty plus 3d. to cover carriage, etc.,= 3/6d. ) 



4. Lectures: 
(a) It was agreed to hold a lecture on April 7th, or ~ail

ing that, April 14th, and to accept o~fer o~ 
n. Rotheostein to lecture on Civic Art. 

(b) Annual keeting 17as fixed ~or May 12th. 

(c) Essex Sall was ordered to be booked provisionally for 
April 2eth and a lecture arranged if a desirable one 
is offered. 

(d) John Eil ton of th e Ge.rton Foundation was suggested as 
a l ecturer. 

b. Eritish Section: International Socialist Bureau: 

Sidney ;;ebb was appointed to replace Sanders. 

6. non. Secretary's Expenses: Deferred. 

F. LAWSON DODD, 
Acting Chairman. 



FAEIAtl SCCIETY 

StThiMER SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

Lawson Dodd requests the following letter of resignation to 
be sent to the Executive Oommitteo:-

Dear Pease, 

7 Devonshire Street, 
Portland Place, 'N . 

Jan: 24th, 1916. 

I must begin by thanking you for your kind lettor ask-
ing me to roconsic.lor my decision in regard to the Summer 
School Committee. I fear, however, you do not grasp the 
reasons for the step I have taken. 

It is net on merely personal grounds that I havo resigned 
my soat on the F.S.S.Committee, though the extremely hostile 
attitude of the majority of the members mado the step easier 
than it would havo been. 

I resigned mainly a.s a protest against the very irregular 
and unbusinesslike way in ll'hich tho Barrow House a.ffair in 
its final stages was carried through. 

The ·Executive decided in August last (as I think rightly) 
to give up Barrow Eouse. \Jhen this becamo known at the 
School a movement was fostered among the members for retain-
ing the place and a guarantee fund was arranged and discussed 
pretty widely. On the strength of this guarantee a Special 
M.eeting of the Executive was demanded by the General Manager. 
This was not arranged, but the Executive consented to re-open 
the matter at their next Meeting. I then advised them to 
take tho house for a year at a reduced rent, and on a basis 
of a certain minimum in regard to repairs, cleaning, etc. 
I was authorised to write to the Agent and make o. final offer 
in regard to rent. My letter was not even acknowledged by 
Mr. Pape, and as I wrote on behalf of the Executive I regard-
ed this as discourtesy to them as well as to myself. 

I learn in the meantime that negotiations either verbal 
· or written had been carried on with ~r. Pape by the General 
Manager without the sanctio~ of either tho Executive or the 
s.s.Committee. These negotiations naturally rendered my 
efforts nugatory. It is also hi~hl:· protat-le that the open 



discussion of the Guarantee Fund had reached the ears of 
Mr. Papo and had still further weakened the position of the 
Executive. 

On top of all this I was as tounded that at the next 
meeting of tho School Comr. ittee what was tantamount to a 
vote of consure on me for having failed to secure Barrow 
House was moved from the Chair in very severe terms and 
carried unanimously (I of course not voting). 

At the first meeting of the ~~ new Summer School Oommittoo 
this resolution was confirmed. I then brought forward sever-
al suggestions for tho coming session, the result of exten-
sive and careful enquiry on tho part of Mr. Bulley and myself. 
The Committee replied to this by appointing another member 
to reopen the negotiations with ~r. Pape. Thus, having had 
one member negotiating behind my back, I was now to have 
a.nothor negotiating over my head, although I we.s still the 
representative chosen by the Executive to deal with Barrow 
House. It is clear to me that such proceedings must render 
the transactions of much of the business connected ~ith the 
Summer School quite impossible. '':l e had two members of the 
Oommitteo negotiating for the same property, the one authori~d, 
the other not. We had t wo CoMmittees exercising authority 
in regard to the same property, also ut cross-purposes. The 
fact that Barrow House is now out of the we.y only accentuates 
the difficulty, because another property involving fresh 
negotiations and new agreements will have to be dealt with. 
Under these circumstances I find it impossible to romain a 
member of the Committee, the majority of ~hose members count-
enance such slipshod methods in their business transactions. 

Finally, I regard what has happened as an instance of 
flagrant disloyalty, both to the Exocutive and also to the 
member they appoint to act on their behalf. 

I shall be glad if you will send a copy of this letter 
to the members of the Exocutive so that they may understand 
my position. 

Yours sincerely, 
( 

(SiBnod) :". LA·1SOI: DODD. 
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FABIM SOCIETY 

Report of the Finance & General Purposes Comt:Ji t tee t!eeti ngs 
February 17th and C!arch 2nd. 

Present; at each meeting: Ensor (in chair), Dodd, ~ebb, 
the Eon. Secretary and also West. 

1. fi n£_ns~~: 

(a) Reports were received showing that su~scriptions were 
up c64 on last year to Feb. 28th and Boot Boxes up 
£l't; that a second SISO h~;d been received from 
i.:r. Br:mley S<:lnr.; that £150 hcd been paid to 
Standring, reducing his account to £193 on Feb. 29th; 
and that no other substantial accounts were out-
standing. 

(b) The Co~mittee recommends that ~10 17 0, being the 
balance of the cost of the piano (£15 15 0) above 
contributions received, be paid to Dr. Lewson Dodd. 

(c) At the request of the Summer School Committee, the 
Committee recommends that a grant not exceeding £5 
be authorised to the proprietors of the Hotel at 
Saas Grund occupied by tho School (from which a 
profit of about £1GO was made) if, after enquiries, 
such grant is deemed to be advisable. 

(d) The Committee recommend that the non. Secretary ce 
paid at the rate of £5 a month for his expenses. 

(e) The chairman will report the rocomt:Jendation upon an 
application by hliss Thomas for an increase of salary. 

(f) The Hon. Secretary submitted report on the arrange+ 
ments he had made to prevent defalcations in tho 
future, and after discussion, the arrangements were 
approved. 

2. Ir.tonded Legacy by Dr. Leec.h of Jol"'annescurg: 

A letter was submitted stating that he had put in his 
will a Legacy of £500 to the Society to be used for 
giving annual prizes ~nr Essays on Socialism; together 
with his ideas of the nature of Jocialisw. A long 



letter drafted by Webb was ordered to be sont accepting 
the offer with appropriate gratitude. It was decided 
not to put his name on the Froe List, but to send him 
occasional publications. 

3. Members' Mooting; proposed fov March lOth: 

The Committee decided that if no businoss was sont in by 
members, no meeting be held, and that the rulo was com-
plied with. by the announcement of the meeting. 

4. World Order of Socialists: 

A second invitation to a Conference of Socialist Organ-
isations was ordered to be declined. 

5. Fabi a n Society Lectures: 

It was reported that Will Rothenstein had ac-::ented the 
invitation to lecture on April 7th and that 
Andrew Fisher had refused for hiay 26th. 

8. History of the Fabian Society: 

It was agreed to send order form to ex-members - perhaps 
1,000 -, and a circular therewith inviting them to 
rejoin. 

7. New Publication: 

It was agreed to recommend that the Chapter of the Cam-
bridge Modern History on Social Movements, by Sidney We bb, 
Vol. XII pp.730-765, be reprinted from electro plates, 
offered at cost price, as a spec ial publication to be 
sold at 1/- net. 

a. Election of Treasurer and Executive: 

(a) Treasurer: Dodd agreed to withdraw his objection to 
standing for re-election. 

(b) Executive: It was reported that t wo seats were vacant, 
and that Ervine and Ha.rben had intima.ted that they 
would withdraw. It was dec ided to urge the ~ to 
allow himself to be nominated ~gain. ~ 

?. • C. K. ENS OR, 
Chairman. 
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~bmen's International Council: l is s Ellen Smith 
~ desires instructions on motion asking the Govern-
~ent to declare on what terms they will mAke peuce. 

national Federation of Womsn Teachers: Conference 
on Educational economies and the L.C.C. Saturday, 
March 11th at 2.30 at the Memorial nall. 
Representatives invited. _ ~· 
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FABIAil SOCIETY. 

Report of the Finance & General Purposes Committee on 
2~rd March, 1916. 

Present: Ensor (in chair), ~ iss Atkinson and the Hon. Secy . , 
also Wes t. 

1. Finance: 

(a) Es timate to t:arch :ns t vras received, viz. (revised) 

,Rec e ipts: 
Cash in hand 206 
Current receipts 6 dRys 40 
Brimley payment (overdue)_tQ 2Pe 

Payments : 

Rent, less from sub-

Standring 
tenants :~2 

70 
16 
15 

5 

Essex Hall 
Sanders 
Investment 
Petty Cash, etc. J.Q ...li§ 

Balance cash in hand 
or, failing Brimley 

148 

(b) It was agreed to invest £6 in ·var Loan as directed 
by the donor G. ·.v, Shipway, to pEly Sanders the 
grant agroed upon, and to place £100, or any less 
S\.U"!l available, on dero-">i..t. on accouot o£' tl1~ 

t.iaude Davies Trustees . 

2. Annual Accounts~ 
It was agreed to charge ~60 for 4 years' 

postage, etc. to the 3u~8er 3chool account , leaving 
£30 at the credit of tne acco~n t t o start the 
C::c~ool, ~~i~~ mill prbbaoly be at '3ed1~ergh, 7orl<S, 
Also not to treat tne £100 l ent to the Internat-
ional Bureau as an asset. 

3. Annual Report: 
It was agreed to send a complete proof of the 

Annual Report with the I. ay News, and not to send 
a final copy ::.:· .:: containing the report as adopted . 



4. Eistory of the F.S. 
The Secretary reported sales to date (corrected) ~ 
~~ copies. It wns agreed to send out a. second order 
form with a fixed date for receipt of orders. 

5. Advertisement: 
A doubtful advertisement offered by E.J. Timewoll, 

was referred to the Executive. 

6. Lectures by Sanders: 
Offer by 0enders of lectures on ~ermany in the Hall 

was ordered to be accepted and referred to the 
Hursery or som e othe r Group. 

7. Executive ; l cction: 
Report that there would be n0 c onte s t was received. 
It was decided to insert in FAbian news the · 
biographies of the new candidat es, but not t he 
list of att er.dancies. 

(Shall the new cvndid a tes be invited to attend meet-
ings before April 25th, when t hey come into 
office, e.g. the resting on Tuesday ?) 

8. ~!ing with Camille riuysmans: 

Appointment of chairman and any othe~ arran gements 
woro referred to the Executive. 

R. C. K. ENSOR, 
Ch airma~. 
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FABIAN SOCIETY 

Report of the Publishing Committee Ueeting April 7th, 1916. 

Present: Miss Mor ley (in chair), Mrs . Reeves, ~est , 
Standring & the Hon. Secretary . - also Webb. 

1. Tracts in hand: 

(a) Ruskin. 
Final revise with amendments by the author 
was ordered to bo paged: 7,000 to be printed. 

(b) Clutton-Brock's MS . 
Ordered to be set up subjact to approval by the 
chairman, (~hich has since been received). 

2. Suggested Tracts: 

(a) Coal. A MS . by Andrew Temple was refused on 
report by Webb. 

(b) Sanders on Germany. Agreod to ask him if he would 
write his lecture as a Tract. 

~. We bb's "Towards Social Democracy." 
Proof of new matter was submitted. 
Purple cover was selected. 
It was agreed to put Allon & Unwin's Colophon 

on the title page. 
It was reported that the cost would be about £24 

and it was agreed to have moulds taken. 

4. Agreement with Allen & Unwin: 

Draft agreement for travelling our publications was 
considorod and approved subject to certain proposed 
alterations. 

5. Arrangement between the F.S. & Research Dept. 

It was decided to propose that the F.S. pay the 
Research Department at the rate of 9/- for 13 for 
1/- books with other books in proportion; and at 
tho rate of half price for pamphlets. 



G. Salos for year: 

Report was submitted, substance of which will be 
found in the draft Annual Report. 

?. Fabian Spelling: 

A peculiar system of spelling (i.e. labor) was 
adopted by order at a very early period and 
Standring adheres to it (in spite of occasional 
protosts by authors) l"lhilst the order is un-
rescinded. 

The Committee recou:mendl 
That for the future the usual English spelling 
be adopted for Fabian publications. 

E;)IT:O ~10RLi':Y, 
Chairman. 



FAEI At1 SOCIETY. 

Report of the Summer School Comroi ttee Meetings Ee.rch 22nd 
f!: " 28th. 

1. Proposed b<mevolent grant. The f ollowing was agreed upon:-

That in viow of (1) the pains tak e n by the Zurbriggon 
family to make the Summer School at Saas a success, 
(2) the considerable profit medo by the School in 
Switzerland, and ( :-; ) the long delay that has occurred 
for inquiries •.vithout anything defini to having been 
r eported, the Committee unanimously recomme nd that the 
am appeal of Mrne . Zurbri ggen be acceded to, and that 
a dmnation of £5 be sent her forthPith. 

2 . Place for the Surnmer Sess ion: 

(a) It was unenirnously agreed that the Cornr.ittoe decide to 
tako Bclliol School, Sedbergh , fo r 5 weeks, with the 
option of a Gth week, subj ec t to the consent of the 
Executive. 

A rnernorandtiffi of the pl ace is annexed. 

( (b) Since the Committee meeting the chairman reports that 
A. K. Bulley has written him guaranteeing the Society 
" against loss through running a summer school this 
session.") 

(c) The Committee made a preliminary proposals as to 
directors, lecturers, and housekeeper which will be 
reported on later. 

ElliL DAVIE3, 
Chair~ an . 



BALLlOL SC:icOOL FO?.. UELS. S:t:DBEHGE. 

Sedbergh is situated on nn open plateou ovor 400 foet 

above soa lovel on the Yorkshire moors, surrounded by a circle 

of mountains, and is about 2 miles from the borders of ,est-

moreland. 

Distance 
n 

Fare from 

from ~endal 12 miles. 
" Int:;loton 15 " 
" London 202 " 
London - 3rd class single 20/9d . 

Ealliol School was built on r- loner spur of the Pennine 

Chain, 500 ft. above see level, facing south . It has accom-

modation for 50 guests. n~oro ar e 4 large dormitories divided 

by curtains into cubicles, and a nu>ber of single and double 

bedrooms besides. There is c:. lso a bungalow in t !'le grounds 

with 4 single rooms and a " plBying room," 8. ,:;ynmas ium filled 

with Swedish apparatus, an opon air swimming ba th, and cricket 
and tennis grounu~. 

RENT:-
i of 5 woeks:-If tal~:en for a min DUI:l 

House and grounds 
Bungalow 
S·.'limmi ng bath 
Gymnasium 

12 guinofJ.S a week. 
1 fl " 

n 
11 " 

4 ~·<neas a week· Total 1 6w~ h 
- ' l ahl e for 5 weeks from August 5t ' 

The school will be ava~ -
not ic e must be given by July 1St 

but if a 8th woek is required 

at latest. 



COllFERENCE OF THE E1~EC'CTIVE COi<'.w il'TEE OF THE FABIJ..<l .::OCISTY 
'; ITH THE PiiESIDEtlT Alm SECR!!:TARY Of :rE::; I UTERI>ATIONAL FUF.'1: AU. 

On tho 28th l!arch, 19 16, li . !!:mile Vr-nderv nlde, President, 
and b . Co.mille Huysmans, Secretary of tho International 
Socialist Bure au, were received by the Executive Com~ittee of 
tho Fabian Society at a special meeting at 5 p.m. at the 
Socioty's offices at 25 Tothill Street, Westminster, Mr. Sidnoy 
Wobb presiding. 

The Chairman, in welcoming th e visitors, reminded tho 
moeting that they were visiting this country in response to en 
invitation from the Eritish Section, and mentioned the fact 
that they would bo s oeing separately the Executive Committees 
of the throo other constituents of the Section. 

ill . Huysmans exple.ined the duties of the I. S .B. a nd tho 
action which it had taken in maint Pinin e; rel a tions with each 
of the national sections. In viaw of tha d ifficulties of some 
of the Sections in visiting the Eague, th e officeus of tl1e 
Bureau had visit ed Pari s in order to l earn t he vL•ws of the 
French Socialists, and wore now in London exclusively on the 
same mission. The Socialists could not determine the mom ent in 
which J!oace should come, but it was i~porta.nt that they should 
consider, quito irrespective of the military situation, what 
ought to be contained in the Terms of Peace on such matters, 
for instance as Poland and Alsace Lorraine, Finland and tho 
r e lo.tions of Colonial possessions to Europe. 

M. Vandervelde laid stress on the d e sira~ility of the 
Socialists of the different nations not abdicating t he ir 
function of formulating a considered opinion upo n the problems 
which would necess arily have to be dealt with in t ha Ter ms of 
Peace . If such an opinion could b ~ f ormulat ed i n aach country, 
and coordinated i n t he Eure au, it mi gh t huve a powerf ul eff ect 
on those who would be arranging mat t er s rrhen the time c ame. 

A gener al d is cuss ion fo llowed , i n ~hich R. C.K. EQs or, 
Mrs. Sidncy ,Ve bb, t he Ch a i r man and othe r s took part, and in the 
course of which various ques tions wer e asked of ~ . liuysmans, 
The discussion tur ned ch i efly on the pract i cal d ifficulties that 
would be likely t o be found in endeavouring to ge t t he various 
po.rts of the British Lo.bour and Socialist Movement, wh ich have 
so far given little t hought to questions of Europe an policy, to 
undertake any serious study of such ques t i ons . However desir-
able it mi ght be tho.t such a policy should be f ormul a t ed by the 
British Labour and Socialist Movement, thG doubt was expressed 
whether it would be pos sible to get f r om it a ny consider ed 
opinion about Poland or Finland, or the pr ob l em of Al s ace and 
Lorraine, or t he general quest ion of Co l on i a l r e l at ions. No 
resolution was moved. 

Tho me eting termi nat ed about e.30 p . rn . with expre s sions of 
reciprocal cordiality and fri e ndlines s . 

.;.......~-----



· ., • Annual 
I 

Conference of Local Socioties: 
With the approval of the C ~airman of the Or gani s ing 

and propaganda Committee the Hon. Sec. suggesta( 
that this be not held. With the exception of 
Livorpool all tho Univers ity and Local 3 oci ~t ies 
are bel i nvAd to be suspe nded or dead. 

or ....4.. r- {J"'.,..r:z .L ----- ~~..{_ 

Annua l ~eating May 12th: 
provided no important notico of business be sent in 

by any private memb er the Secr e tary propose~ 
(a) Th at the Annuul hoe ting bo he l d in the 

;:'abian ::al l. 
(b) That the e.genda be -

The Annual Report . 
proposal that tho Annual Conference 

be not held. 

ur~ ~.na~ ~~~ ~ .. 

· 0. Lec ture i,w.y 26th ~~ --"u !t ~ Je.vt-
hyac~nthe Loyson_of~Pari s , who l acturod bri lliant l y 

on ;;,yndicc.lism 1n 1. ovemb •) r l PlO, "* in London for 
the purpose of i11fJuenc ing Pacifists. It•s sug-
gested that he be asked t o 1 -:> cture on "The ''' a.r 
from the French Standpoint," or something to th a t 
cff act. a 

0~ .. 
10 . T \·10 Inter nPtional Bure au:~ ~1 'IN ,...1.. ~ 

~-formal rerort of our recent confe r e nc e with 
auysrr~ns Dnd Vand ervelde s desired . Draft 
prepar ed by 1Vebbllf.ls submi tt·Jd_, c; 4Af1-vt.n ;.<. • 

~ wft ""' JVlllt\.l,N ,.u(, • 



11. Peacs Demonstration, TrAf'algor Squar3, E-"Ster 3und 8 y. 
Invitation to p:::.rticip_£te. 

15. Autumn Lecture Course: ~~10 
Furthe r considuration ~.p~opos A ls rP.do Pt the lest 

rr.eeting f'or <::.utur.m cours e on 

Jq.. 

The ~f'fects of the War 
. ?.i aterial, int 3lLJctual and :>piri tunl ~ /' /J,r . 

by ;:;haw, Cl ut ton Brock ..- the ,._'e bbs, --r w ~ 

~ w~ ~ ~ ~ ~ '. 11 s..J ~ _,-o Oh.- 'Mi! 
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'huz.. 

~.Hoport of Sub-Committee on Autumn Lectures: 

It is proposed to take the King's ~all for six evenings 
as before. 

The course suggested is as under: 

The ~orld in Chains. 

I Life . 
II Labour 

III Del:'ocrncy 
IV Art 
V Conscience 

VI. Religion 

&. Bornard Shaw. 
Sidney 'Hebb 
Graham Wallas 
A Glutton Brook 
brs. Sidnoy ~ebb 
l.T. Bornard Shaw 

Pricos and general plan of advertising to be as before. 

/) fublishing, Cj~., u~ ~ :-
(a) Towards Social Do~ocracy ? By 

in a few days. 
·.'/ebb, will be ready 

(b) liSS Morley's Ruskin is getting on, but ry ill not be 
printed for 10 days or more. 



/G 

b_7~ l~~ J - ~ . 
(c) 

r . 

The Sis£ory of the Fabian Society. Copies will be 
delivered t c us in a day or two, but none are to 
go out before the day of publication, ~ednesday, 
llay lOth. \'le havo orders for 200 U~40) out of 
the 500 (£62 10s.) purchased. 

~~ 4 - :__:.___ _!_!' ~~ 
r"- ~ ~iaA ~ ~. 1~ , ~'" ~ 
~ ~ Jv.11{dJ_ ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ h~ 
~-4· ~ -7 Wy«'th- , :~ ~ '}.,.~ '3- ~ ~~ · ~-

1...,. fd...,..L ( /~ .... ;, ~ ~1 ~ ~ (J«..~..t . 

1 Deiegates 1nvitod. 

{ 1. • 

(a) National Conference a gainst Conscription, 
London Conforonce Saturday, ~1 ay 13th, 3.30. 
Two at 1/- a head . . 

a. Ui.~ ~~~ ~ ~~t:~ . J.t, ~ w;( .I 14-{.a-'7., ~ 
~ . . 

2, - b If :f '?-<I ':;; J", 

~~..J. ~ '~v..i.vw 1-~' /}t'-'-~;;.w z t.:.4~ 
I?J. Election of new candidate (!) giss Alico Graham. ~(. 

~ ~ ' -;.~ · ·+~ 
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FABIAH SOCIETY 

Report of the Summer School Committee Heating lOth May ,l918 

Present: Davies (in chair), lYiis s Moor, Miss Hs.nkinsoni 
Miss Case, b is s Smith, Dlizard, qest and Pease. 

1. Baliol School, Sodbergh : 

2. 

3. 

It was rosolvod that tho loase be for 5 weeks only 
from August 5th. 

Charges: 

It was dec ided that these remain much as before, viz. 
Single Room £2 7 6 
Bungalow Rooms £2 2 0 
Doublo Rooms £2 0 0 
Curtained Cubicles £1 17 e. 

Lectures: 

It was resolved to he.ve 10 sots of 2 lectures each 
by 10 lecturers, 2 a week . 

It was agreed that Mr. and Mrs. WEJbb take or arrange 
f or the last week, and the other lecturers be askod 
i n the order named : 

1. uilbert Murray . Eas refused. 
2. J ohn C:alsworthy. do . 
3. A. Glutton Brock. do. 
4. W. L . Cieorge. Tendencies of ~: odern Novel. 

Refuses. 
5.Dr. Ethel Smyth lil Tendenci e s of Modern Music. 
6. J ulius West. Chartism and it s Relation to 

Modern Revolutionary lli ovements . Accepts . 
7. Prof. Sad1er. War and the Future of English 

Educat ion. Accepts. 
6 • Graham Wallas. War and the Futnre of English 

Education. 
9. Miss Horniman. Tendencies of the Modern Drama. 

AccEJpts. 
10 . Bertrand Russell. Psychological Effects of 

the rJ s.r. Refuses half- heartedly . 
11. Harry Sno11 . 
12. Rebecca West . 
13. p, Ciuedalla. 
B&~: Sand ers, Dr . Fairfield, Sir George Paish. 



4. pireotors: 
The following were proposed for the approval of the 

Executives-
Krs. Webb (accepts) 
Dodd (refuses) 
Davies (accepts) 
Snell 
Blizard (accepts). 

15. uousekeeper: 
Kiss Saul was appointed. 

6. It was agreed to fUt full notice in the June Fabian 
News, and to send out prospectus with the July Bews. 

EMIL DAVIES, 
Chairman. 



FABIAN SOCIETY. 

Report of the Financa & General Purposes Committea Meeting 
19th May 1916. 

Present: Ensor (in chair), .Webb, Dodd, West and the Hon. Sec. 

1. Qonstitutioo of the Oommitte~: 

Ensor was appointed chairman and West vice-chairman 
for the year, and the day of meeting was fixed for 
Thursday. 

2. Finance: 

(a) The auditor's report on the 1915-16 Balance Sheet 
was considered and approved. 

(b) Accounts were submitted showing that Rates (£S9) 
and Fifield's a/c. for the History of the Fabian 
Society (£62) could be paid out of the Balance 
accumulated since April 1st. 

(c) It was decided to take no action in relation to 
the £60 promised but not paid by Mr. Brimley, Snr. 

On a suggestion that the hall needed re-decoration, it 
d v...-.:,n ... -=:;:t v!:~i!42;2~~~s%t g~t, that the 

4. International Bureau: 

(a) In reference to the Bureau circular asking us to 
report • n our ideas for terms of peace, it was 
agreed to accept the suggestion of the I.L.P. 
for an informal Conference with themselves and 
the B.S.P., although the Committee was not in 
favour of a joint report from the Socialist societ-
ies or the British Section, and considered that 
the F.s. would wish in any case to send its own re-
Port. 

(b l Delegates to be appointed. 



5. Sentences on Defenco of the Realm Act Prisoners: 

Oo a verbal request by Snell the Comm ittee considered ~ 
whether the F.S. should appeal to the Government for 
clemency for habitual agitators sentenced to long 
terms for injudicious sposches, and any other similar 
cases. 

The Committee docided to report to the Executive that 
they considered that any action takon by the Execut ive 
on the lines suggested would be futile. 

R. O. K. ENSOR, 
Chairman. 

(~ 
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Report or ~no urg~u~~~u~ ~ ••vy~b---- - - -· 
22nd June, 1916. 

Present: Mrs. Salmond in the chair, and the Hon. Secretary. ~ 

1. Ch <> irmun: 
Dr. Fairfield was elected chairman for the year. 

2. Candidates: 
---itie-candidates in the June News were elected. 

Those for July were e lected provisionally. The 
Hon. Secretary was empowered to elect candidates 
as to whom no question arises until the next 
meeting of the Com~itteo. 
(The c a.se of John Nicholas). 

:s.~: 
All those on the list (16 f or 3 months) wero 
accepted, except Mrs. Gardnor, who was ordered 
to be ]{apt on. 

4. Other cases: 
Two defaulters were struck off. It was reported 
that Adolphe Smith had subscribed and had been 
re-instated. Four members who could not subscribe 
for the present, were ordered to be kopt on. 

o. King's Hall Lectures: 
It was reported that the Hall had been taken for 
6 Fridays from Octobor 27th. 

E. M. SALMOND, 
Acting Chairman. 

• 
I 

; 

, . 
l,[J 



Report of the Publishing Committee ~ eeting 23rd June, 1916, 

Present: West (in chair), Dlizard, Miss Smith, ~ iddloton 
and tho Hon. Secretary. 

1. West was elected chairman of the Cemmittoe, and 
George Standring eo-opted as a consultative member. 

2. Ruskin by P~of. Morley: 
Paged proofs were submitted, and paper for cover 
approved. 

~. The Philosophy of Socialism by Clutton Brock: 
As it makes a short tract it was agreed to have a 
cover with the portrait of the nuthor. Proofs 
were ordered to be soot to the Executive Co~mittee 
for sanction. 

4. ,Toad's Owen: 
lt was agreed to ask him to re-write this, replacing 
much of the discussion of philosophy by description 
of the Utopian schemes. 

5. Tracts out of print: 

(a) It was agreed to drop the ld. edition of "Socialis.rn 
and the Fiscal Question," and to reprint fOO of 
"This Misery of Boots." 

(b) It was agreed to suggest to the Executive that a 
new Biscal Tract is required. 

6. Catalogue of Publications: 
It was reported that tlebb had prepar:Jd an alphabetical 
subject cata,logue of all our publications for the 
Research 'lolumes, '.~hi e!! ,vould be av a ilable for separ-
ate use. 

JTJLIUS WEST, 

Chairman. 



J:{epor;; or ;;ne J:<lnance !'.< veneral Purposes Committee on 
28th June, 1916. 

Present: Ensor (in chair), Dodd, ~ebb, ~est, nnd the 
Hon. Secretary. 

1. Fina.nce: 

(a} Report showing a sat isfactory increase of 
receipts to May 31st was received. 

(b) The Secy. reported the recent loss of 5 letters 
containing money, and it was resolved that a 
locked letter box be procured. 

(c) Donation of £4 4s. fro~ the Clapham F.S. out of 
proceeds of a Shaw lecture wa.s reported . 

(d) Verbal report on a financial proposal will be 
submitted by the chairman. 

2. Autumn Lectures: 

(a) ln view of the King's Hall Lectures on consecu-
tive Fridays from October 27th to Dec. lst, it 
was resolved to have a lecture at Essex Hall 
on October 13th, and another, if a suitable one 
is available, on December 8th or 15th: a lso a 
Members' Meeting at the Fabian Hall on Dec. 8th 
or 15th. 

(b) It was agreed that the subjects selected should 
have, as a rule, some relation to the 1.r1ar. 

( c) It was a5Tead to ask Headlam, in response to his 
suggestion, if he is prepared to lecture on the 
Se r v ile State, a nd to arrange a"T ariff after the 
-,'J ar" lecture by Sir L. C. lloney, or J, A. Hobs on, 
or J, M, Ro hA~tson : also a lecture on Food Prices 
by Mrs. Reeves . 

3. United Socialist Council: 
On a letter from the B.S.P. sending re solut ion of 
their Annual Conference pressing for the formation 
of the Council, it was agreed that the Secretary 
draft a re r.-ly for su bmiss ion to the Executive propos-
ing delay because the purpose of the Council is co-
ordinated propaganda, and this is not the time for 
propaganda. 

4. Keir l:iardie Memorial: It was agreed to put a paragraph in 

R. C. K. ENSOR , Chairman. 



6. Summer School; Roport th a t the syllabus is printod , and 
that bootiogs are satisfactory. 

7. Committee on Hall De c oration: has not yet met. 

B. Next Leetings of the Co~rr ittees n ill probab ly be: 

Organising ~ Propaganda - in the autumn. 
publishing, July 14th. 
Finance, " 20th. 
Executive, " 21st. 



l. Publishing Business. Report ~. 

(a) Tract 179. John Ruskin and Social Ethics. By 
Pror. Edith Morley is at long last printed, and 
copies will go to members with Fabian Bews. 

(b) Tract 180 •The Philosophy or Socialism• By 
A. Clutton Brock is practically ready. 

jt~ e~o~ that the Chairman and Secretary of the 
Committee be authorised to settle the cover, etc. 
and that 7,000 be printed • 

.3 , Summer School. Report ~ 

Bookings are satisfactory, about 120 weeks of 
paying guests, but applications come in every 
day. It was estimated that 125 weeks would pay 
expenses. The paying guests number rrom 19-28 
in each week. All arrangements with the lessors 
are proceeding sat1sractorily. 

~ . finance: ~ ~. 
(a) The accounts are written up to date, and no trades-

men's bills are unpaid. 



- . f- ~ J '=' ) f-· or """'-~ l~"' 

lbJ Receipts rrom all subscriptions to June ~Oth 
amount to £250 compared with £232 last year. June 
shows a sharp decline owing no doubt to our sending 
out notices earlier this year. 

(c) Another outstanding Barrow House account~ £8 ror 
~il, etc., has been sent in and paid. 

{d) The proposal circulated to the Executive to tako 
£150 cfr dap0sit and invest it jn exchequer Bonds 
reg~. st.ore0. in thE- r:a.me s of Sidney i'letb and 
Edwcrd R. Poes c has t~en cpprcved by silence or 
othE-rwise and ~ . s in proc-ess of com:?letion. 

( e} .!&§_t reg~ft· ei ·_t_:9_]~.!:te>t.: Letter containing 21/-
sent by Mrs. Einchley was received on Whit Monday, 
when the orrice was closed, by Miss Bark~s, a 
Research Departoent helper, and put with other 
letters on the staircase window sill, whence it 
was doubtless stolen. 

(f) War Emergency Committee: Application ror grant • 
.J ~ ..... ow~ t-~ ,t1. .1. o . 

~r~. ~crk~~~ 
~ ~ \.e_ ,)."" "" ~-~- 6-t ~- ~ -:r-~ 

~j ~ ~ ~ fA.I. ~- Jvw~~ 
~r.- I ~ 1-e.,«J{- ~AAN{. ~ .e.,.,~ 
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. 
~ .Corrospondence. 

,Foreign Jews Protection Committee. Circulars. 

Association for Moral and Reli gious Hygiene, ~ 
asking to be on Free Li3t. 
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~;;;;.,,Of>ANDUlll FOR TiiE TRACT AND LECTURE5. BY R, C. K. ENSOR. 

F ABIANIS:·: AllD T:,E FISCAL QUESTION. 

(New Style) 

rle have first to exa~ine 3 questions, viz.: 

Is it advisable for the State to interfere with the free 
course of trade -

(A) in order to safeguard the ~ritish Isles against future 
interruption of vital supplies by subnarines ? (i.e. 
wheat, meat, timbor) 

(E) in order to prevent us from depending for "essential" 
articles upon a single or very restricted source of 
foreign supply, which might become unavailable in time 
of war ? (i.e. the case of dyes and magnetos in 1814) 

(C) in order to develops imperial resources and attract pop-
ulation and wealth within the Empire, in cases v:here the 
supply of an important article rests on fore:gn sour 0es 
which are s<J.ff~.ciontly var·1o•ls for "-t 1:.0 be safe >.n the 
eve'"lt of war. but where th e Eropi.l e P'JSsessc.s &xcept::.onal 
llll"tAmml natural faci.1.1 tl es f'Jr p:cud'-lc-..,1g 1.·~ nnd -chore 
is no p~ospoot of those faci~it::.es be:ng at nll fully 
utilised without Government interference ? (e.g. the caso 
of sugar). 

We have next to consider the following possible me thods 

of interference in these cases, viz:: 

(~) a protectionis t tariff (niy own "Lmpress:i.on ls tha·i; thls 
is in noar.y evo1·y <Jase ·che loasc efficient method; but 
it requ:c ~·o::; exo.m:i. na i:. ~on) • 

(2) exclusion of certain products of a given country or 
countries, or of all foreign countries. 



(4) gLl~d minimum returns to the producer of home 
(or imperi..al. ) pi'Od:l0"t.s \as reco=ended for wheat by--the 
Mil~1er and !io;bholls e Oalll:n.L t tJes). 

(5) making the S t a ·~ e soi.s w!nl :Jsalsr (as at present for 
sug?.I', a11d as :-e'JC:D-Den:!a.: f'o!' whsat by vhlozza Money), 
with ::li:JW~=' -~ c g:·a;-; t t~o ~D.ne ( o~· '..ill;;>e.::-.t.al) producer 
speG ~- 3.lly f a.v -:- -.l.r' J. b .' e tsrms, and •.o return for them to 
put s;ocial ~re3S'ITe on h:.n in the dire0tion of quality, 
of sta:;dar:i .i 3a'U o.J, and generally of efficiency and 
up-to-date methJds. 

(8) State or Municipal production. 

There are also special proposals to meet particular 
questions - e.g. in connection with (A) the proposal of 

national granaries, or national reserve stccks of certain 

other necessaries (which would most naturally be linked on 

to method (5) above); or in connection with (B) the proposal 

for an enormous extension of State-paid research (i.e. that 

what has been done at Rothamsted for agriculture should be 

done in State or State-subsidised laboratories for every main 

industry); or in connection with (c) the proposal for State-

owned or State-subsidised shipping lines. 

For the purpose of a Tract it might be best to follow 

the order of this analysis - i.e. state and examine the 

questions first, and then examine the various answers. 

But for lecturing purposes it would be best to take each 

questi.on and its answers together, and have a course of 3 

lectttros . 
(1 :: c:;uestjon A, and the vr.r:.ous ways of s olving it. 
(21 Qtcest:o.on B, and the v '".r·ious ways of solving it. 
(3) Question c, and the various ways of solving it. 



FAEIAN SOCIETY. 

To be considered by tho Executive Committee on 
Friday, July 20th, 1916. 

DRAFT REPORT for the IUTERUATIOtlAL SOCIALIST BUREAU. 
By Sidney Wobb. 

Tho Executive Committee of the Fabian Society feels 
that it has little to suggest that is likely to be use• 
ful at the present juncture. But in view of the express 
invitation of the International Socialist Bureau that 
it should contribute something to tho discussion of the 
necessary contents of the Treaty of Peace with which 
the present regrettable v1orld conflict must one day 
terminate, the following observations are submitted. 

1. Much the most important provision in the Treaty of 
Peace, and one which must on no account be omitted, 
is the establishment of some concerted means for the 

. prevention of any future war. This will not be ob-
tained merely by any increase in the Democratic con-
trol over the foreign policy or the treaty arrange-
ments of the State Governments, however desirable 
such Democratic control may bo. It will not be 
secured by any restriction of national armaments; 
or by a Government monopoly of the manufacture of 
guns, munitions or ships of war, advantageous as 
such proposals may be. Nor will war be prevented 
by the adoption of universal Freedom of Trade, 
Freedom of Commercial Enterprise, or Freedom of the 
Seas. War will only be prevented by the deliberato 
establishment of some way of settling disputes among 
States, or conflicts among peoples, other than that 
of resorting to armed force. 

This does not involve subjecting any of the belliger-
ents to any special restrictions on their military 
strength or to any particular fiscal disabilities, 
or to any other special limitations. We ought to 
ask nothing fro m any one of the States which we do 
not impose equally upon all the States. Far more 
important than any territorial readjustment or 
financial indeomi ty, is the agreement rur.ong all the 



nations !'or·"Some other method of settleDTEmt -or-dis-

rnent of a supernational authority, representing pro- ~~ 
putes for the future .. This involves the establish- (i 
portionately the various independent Sovereign States, bt 
with an Internationr.l Eigh Court for the settlement 
of all justiciable dispuies, and an Internationa~ 
Council for H:adiation with rega.rd to issues that are 
not justiciable. But it involves more than the mere 
agreement to estE'.blish such a supernational authority. 
The powers must bind themselves to submit all questions 
o.t issue oi thor to the Internatione.l Eigh Court for 
aecision, or to tho International Higa 7 G0mEt Council 
for mediation and renort, and must bind themselves 
also, under no oircu~stances to proceed to war for a 

/ period of twelve months from the date of such submiss-
ion. It is, moreover, vital that all the powers 
entering into this arrangement should undertake to 
declare war against any one of them which may break 
the agreement. 

(The reasons for such a Supernational Authority, and 
the precise terms of tho articles in the Treaty of 
Peace by which it might b ~ established, have been 
set forth in a volume just published by tho Fabian 
Society, entitlod "International Government", price 
6/-, of which American, French and G-erman editions 
are in course of publication). 

2. It is generally conceded that a necessary condition of 
any satisfactory peace must be the restoration, not 
only to independence, but also to economic prosperity, 
of tho countries which have suffered most fro~ the 
ravages of the war. Thus it is not only Belgium, 
Serbia and Montenegro which will require considerable 
financial reparation, but also the North-'.'lest of 
France, part of Alsace, Southern Tyrol, Galicia, 
Poland, Baltic Provinces, East PruG3ia, various dis-
tricts in the Balkans and i n Asia tl inor. Belgium has 
undoubtedly the first claim on our r egard, but we 
ought to insist, e.s Socialists, not merely on rosti t• 
ution of Belgium, but on the reparation of the lassos 
which hevo been suffered by the inhabitants of all 
the ravaged districts. It is necessary to emphasise 
that reparation wil l be required not merely with 
regard to public property and to the privute 1voal th 
of the capitalists in these countries, but also with 
regard to the cottage and equtpmen~ of tho peasant, 
the dwelling and household fu~·nl. ture of the artisan 
and labourer, and the economic assurance of livelihood 



for all the fami l ies concerned. There is too much 
danger of the compensation being confined to the 
actual losses of realised wealth, end that mainly of 
the realised wealth of the State or tho Municipality, 
or of the capitalist proprietor. We ought to insist 
on reasonable security, by an international Com~iss
ion in each of the countries concerned, not only for 
reinstntement of the houses, furniture, tools, and 
agricultural equipment of all the inhabitants, but 
also for sufficient assurance for their livelihood 
during, at any rate, the first year. The funds needed 
for these indemnitios ought not to be simply handed 
over to the respective Governments, but should be 
administered by the Internetional Cornrrission according 
to carefully prepared schemes, for the benefit of the 
individual sufferers, by moans of local com~ittees in 
each district, on which the Trade Unions and other 
organisations of the manual ~orking class should be 
strongly represented. 

The amount of tho contributions to be ~Bde by the 
severa.l belligerent States towards this Indemnity 
Fund should be settled as part of the terms of peace • 

• The peace must be a real peace. Vie deprecate any pro-
vision which curries on aggression after the termin-
ation of the war, even if this nggrossion take a non-
military form. Whilst there is reason in bringing to 
an end all the commercial and fiscal treaties ~hich 
existed before the war, in order that they may be 
superseded by other provisions adapted t o the new 
conditions, it would be in the last degree disadvant-
age!ous for any attempt to be made by any of the 
belligerent powers, or any combination among them, 
deliberately to injure the com~arce of manufacture of 
any other po\ver. For this reason we deprecate any 
commercial treaties or t ariffs which have for their 
object the repression, th e weakening, or the injury 
of any other country. It i s t he duty of each ~overn
ment to take such action QS will develop to the utmost 
the production and the com~ero e of its own country, 
because it is in this way that t~e whole world obtains 
the largest and most varied results for its labours. 
But there is no way by which the peoplo of one nation 
can benefit by the injury or loss of the peoplo of any 
other nation. We are members one of another. The 
prosperity and success of the people of one country 
is a positive advantage, not a drawback, to the people 
of every other country. The loss or tho poverty of 
the people of one country, causes loss and poverty to 



uue~ peopJ.e or every other country. There is no way 
known to man, whether by protective tartffs or other-
wise, by which this inevitable consequence can be 
avoided. 

4. We would urge that a determined attempt should be made 
to remove all valid grounds of complaint against the 
States possessins dependencies in tropical regions, 
or others, which are economically undeveloped, and to 
meet the natural desire of tho people of other States 
for equal access to those parts of the world, by 
getting adopted - with regard to e.ll tropical or other 
undeveloped territories - the Principle of the Op~ . 
Door, carrying equal freedom for individuals of all 
nationalities to enter and pursue commercial enter-
prises, and also the Principle of Freodom of Trade 
from any discriminating or differential import or 
oxport duties, or other imposts. 

Sovereignty ought to be kept distinct from any attempt 
at monopolising the Tropics for the benefit of the 
inhabitants of any particular State. 

t..~ 
~ 

5. We suggest that nothing should bo included in the treaty 
of peace limiting the freedom of any of the States 
consistent with abstaining from deliberate aggression 
on others, and from exclusion of people of other 
nationalities, for developing the production of its 
own people. We do not beliovo that protective tariffs 
will be found in tho future, or have been found in the 
past, to be really effective means towards this end, 
still less advantageous to the great bulk of the people. 
But we suggest that it would be better for the people 
of each country to bo left entirely free to choose 
whatever course it may think fit. 

6. We recognise that various nations will strive to render 
themselves independent of tho production of other 
nations, in order to avoid the risk of the exchange 
of commodities being interrupted by war. This desire, 
like the fear which will prevent national disarmament 
for me.ny years, will, we hope, be gradue.lly abated 
with the growing confidence in the new Supernational 
machinery that will prevent future war. Dut whilst 
it lasts, this desire for commercial independence can 
be completely satisfied only by the necessary indust-
ries being undertaken by the State or Municipal Govern-
ment. No amount of customs duty, for instance, will 
prevent German dyes from penetrating to the markets 



<.a " 1 rDl. N<- panait;y in tne way of customs du"y 
will s~~p the import or English coal or English fine 
cotton cloth. And nothing, not even State or Munic- ~ 
!pal product~on, w1ll ever succeed in making a modern ~ 
civilise' nati0n entirely self sufficing. Even if it 
su<.:cee<i.s ~n produc.l.ng)wic:1i:1 its own territory, enough 
of the simnlor kinds cf fo0d to feed its own people, 
it wiiJ still ~e depen6e~t Jn other countries for 
food that ea~ only te ~rodu~ ed in other climates; and, 
what :l.s •;astly mo1e imr Jrta.!Jt, for such raw materials 
as cotton , hiC.os , :i.nd .: arubl·e.t , o:U, quicksiJvar, tin 
or co~per, wh~ch ea~ only be produced in sufficient 
quantity in ot~e1 c au n1 . r ~ es. rt is as unreasonable 
end as futJ le fr, :- an y StaLe to desire t o avoid purcha.s-
ing commocJ ·:;;tes· fron: :Jt.her States, an exchange advant-
age-ous to both J:.t:n·t ::.os to ~ t, and to tho world - as it 
is for any ind :: vi.d'J.al person to seE:Jk to produce by his 
own hands everything that he requires. 

7. Amid all the industrial dislocations that Peace will 
bring throughout the world - a crisis likely to be 
immediately more terrible in its results to tho wage 
earning class than eve-n the dislocation caused by the 
outbreak of war - it will be of pr.ramount importanoe 
to prevent any widespread or lasting unemployment. 
In view of the fact that any such extensive misery in 
one country - like a great famine - necessarily injures 
and impoverishes not only that country but also the 
rest of the world, it ought to be provided in the 
Treaty of Peace that each Government should take . . 
immediate steps, in its own co~ntry, not merely to 
relieve its unemployed workmen when they have become 
unemployed, but actually to prevent the occurrence of 
any widespread or lasting unemployment. Each Govermt · 
ment should be required to undertake the immediate 
institution of sufficient public works of different 

the build- kinds (such as the construction or repair of roads, 
ing of;-- railways, or canals schools, artizans' dwellings, 

and public offices; the planting of trees and the 
reclamat1on of land, etc.) not as relief works for 
unemployed workmen, but as accessions to the ordinary 
lia!!!:t :lm.t.atHii capitalist demand for labour, - these 
public enterprises being sat going from time to time 
in exact correspondence with the capitalist demand, 
so as to maintal':1 at an unvarying level the aggregate 
demand for v1agc labour in tne co·~n tr· y as a whole. 
The actual prove ntion of unemploymen"!". before it occurs 
must, in fact, be accepted as the gov e1 n! ng principle 
controlling the dates on which public enterprises are 
begun, and the rate at which they aro proceeded with. 
It is now demonstrated that in this way any widespread 
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. -or laStlng 1nvo1untary unemployment. cttcJ ~u ld .. u:u . .1y utt 
prevented, and where such unemployment exists, and 
wherever 1 t may occ·.....r. j_t is beca:use the Government 
has neglected or refused to adopt the known means 
of preveni.j.on. 'rhe occurrence of any extensive or 
lasting unemployment in any country is now as much 
a disgrace to its Government as the occurrence of 
cholera. 

e. We offer no opinion as to any territorial readjustments 
that may be made by the Treaty of Peace, beyond the 
assertion that any forcible disruption of States 
almost inevitably leads to future war. We are con-
cerned rather to insist that the Treaty of Peace should 
contain much oore than provisions relating to a cess-
ation of hostilities and a shifting or the lines of 
actual occupation of territory by the several bellig-
erents. ~fuat the Socialist Parties throughout the 
world ought to insist upon is that the Treaty must 
bo an instrument of much Y{ider scope; that it must 
not only provide for an imoediate cessation of host-
ilities but also for the creation of an effective 
international organisation that ~ill prevent future 
war; that it must secure indemnitios not merely to 
1njused Governments but to those individual families 
in all countries who have suffered in the devastations; 
that it should provide not aganist military aggression 
only, but also against industtial and fiscal aggression; 
and that it should contain some assuranoo for the wage 
earners in all countries of Governmental protection 
against the all-too-probable miseries of widespread 
unemployment. 



Workman's Hational Hous i ng Council, 
askin2 for delegate to Cnn~A~~nce gt Pi~1ngham 
on Saturday before the 1Tades Qn1on Conference. 

~?r-~B~. 
Peace Negotiations Committee. Circular letter. ~ 

Fight for the Right Movement. Invitation to Mansion 
House Meeting August 4th. 

"h.o ~. 

vr~~ s~·~ Pwt. th~. 

l• 1. Report to International Soc. Buroau on Terms of Peace. 
· (a} B .s .p. Report, submitted as arranged. .L....L ~-

(b) Draft of Fabian Report, by Webb, already circulated. 

~ ~. ~ ~ a,~oL K..);- V.U ~ 
~ ~~ ~ 0.. (Uw.'!- lr ~~ ~~ 
~~ ~ ~ ~ \.e.cA.- ~ ~- 0\J 

<=r~~e.A·~·sd, ...,.d ~~ ~ 
~r ~ W"M>~~ ~~ ~ r: ~ ?.twa, 
v ~~~· lr ~ ~·· ·1:; 
kt ~ cj- ft$, ~~ '¥ ~ ~a(_ ~ 

~~~~~·-



11. Research Department. ~~.4 ~ \..e..~ 

At the General ~aeting held on the evening or the 
27th Inst., a new rule was ~~ discussed and 
~ ,•aaoh 1 f s• passed admitting non-members 
or the Fabian Socle~y to full membership or the 
Group, and at the s~e time renouncing the only 
•statutory" rights possessed by the Group in 
relation to the Society, viz·t. tho rights to 
afpoint delogatos to the Annual Fabian Conrcrence, 
and tho Summer School Committee. 
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,. Summer School Committee: ~:_ 

At a meeting on September 26th. Report of the session 
was received and instructions were given as to refunds 
etc. A Committee was appointed to make enquiries for ' 
next session. The amount at the credit of the School 
including balanoe brought forward, will be between 
.£80 and £90. • 
~ 1-k v<U~ t.e.t '7.Jti,w.. 1\rcMl ~ k 1/_(A,U~ ~r ~ ~ 

~J.v-::. ~~ ~ 
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FABIAN SOCIETY 

Rep~rt -o~- the-Finanoe & General ?urposes Committee on 
22nd Sept., 1918. 

Presents Webb (in chair), Miss Atkinson, Dodd, West, 
Sanders, and the Hon. Sac. Also Blizard. 

1. Finance: 

It was reported that to August 3lst:-
Subscriptions were £27 up on £266. 
Gross sales of 

Literature "£100 " " £49. 
The Summer School session showed an estimated 
profit exceeding £80. 

The King's Hall lecture sales of tickets were 
£111 which compares with £65 at same date last 
year. (Figures corrected to £ept. 27th). 

2. Office Staff: 

The Hon. Secretary reported that the aa~ loss of letters 
in the spring was now prvved to be due to thefts by 
the then office boy and that his suoces·sor had been 
caught stealing letters and dismissed. The known 
thefts of the latter were only 22/6d. 

It was agreed to take no proceedings against the boys 
and to get a girl instead of another boy. 
(This has been done). 

:5. A Le@.2Z: 

The Sec . submitted l etter fr om A, & w. Burt, Solicitors, 
Dunfermline, enclosing Wjll of Lieut. W. Tulloch 
(Edinburgh 'Jn.i. -~ el·sity F . s .) :r E~ cent iy killed ln France, 
whb l ef t 0 the whol e of h i s proper~y and effects to the 
Fabian Socie t ;, Gondo~, " The~e are no executors. 
There are a ::J.·other a'nd t.wo ::;:;.s l,a~·s s u~-vLvL1g and a 
ni ece f or whom ~he d~ae~sed had offered a payment of 
£!30. L:i. on t . ·.r·.t ~ l och · was a sehoo l. t e acher, and the 
est <:l.t .; i.s ::;_ i.kely to be sm"'.i. l. 

Tne Sr;ure t 1::-y W'I.S d 'L r actod to write to the War Office 
for f' 0 :c~ms to c.;.aJ rr. a~·x ears of pay, etc. and to wri to 
to t he ::n ·cthc.r· a'lK Lng ab •JUc other property and saying 

. the s~a l atJ wvuld ant with every consideration towards 
the rela.c,,;, •res . 

It was fu;.•ther agreed to r ecogni s e the validity of the 
£30 glft . 

(~ 
) 



1. binutes, 

2. Apologies (i f 

3. Election of' 

4. Election of 

F'ABIMT SOClii:TY 

/ c: Propaganda Commi yee at Office 
Hllb, at f> . :so p.mi 

/ I 
mmittee : Davies, D ~d, Ervine, 
' '" Smith, Sn~ Squire r, h r,, Webb. 

I 
(if thought advisable) . 

5 . Day of meeting. 

6. l<.embership: 

(a) 

(b) x-mernbers of Univ sity Fabian Societies 
who h e not replied to letter requesting them 
to jo n the Lo ndon Fabian Sooiety (enclosed). 

(c) f members whose addresses are unknown 
(enclosed). 

(d) Hesignations. Richard tJhiteing withdraws his 
resignation. 

7. Proposed course of lectures in the autumn by Sidney Webb, 
ilirs . V!ebb and Bernard Shaw: 

The proposed course would cons ist of tw o lectures 
by each lecturer. Th e s ubj act s ugge s t e d is "The 
World after the ~"ll r'' and the titl e s of the lectures 
and the lecturers as follows: 

(over) 



~~~ .. ~--~----~--------------------~------------------7-~-

(e.) 1't- lnt.._q._a.gre-ed~ ~-pt- -the--t.An.KWF-~-Ge.s-~ - -~ 
& Coke Coy. for £4 5s.od. for placing two gas ~ 
stoves in the Hall at an annual rent of £1 es.Od. 

(b) The decision to stain the floor at a cost of £2 
was approved. 

(c) On offer from A. K. Bulley to pay for modernising 
the Men's w.c. it was agreed that this be put in 
hand. (Sanders has since pointed ou that any alter• 
ation in a w.c. gives the Local Authority power 
to order any other alterations in the dra.ins which 
they like, and the landlords must be consulted), 

e. ,weoturos; 

(a) Sir Harry Johnston. Oct. 13th. It was agreed that 
we cannot pay more than £5 for the maps which he 
proposes to prepare. 

(b) Proposal of the Education Group that Lord Haldane 
be asked to lecture on Education was referred to 
the Executive. 

7. United Socialist Council: 

Letter was read reporting preliminary meeting of I.L,P. 
and B.S.P. and resolution urging the F.S. to rescind 
its resolution aa~*R!X8kaKB¥i»H*a declining to act 
for the present. The matter was referred to the Exec-
utive and the Hon. Sec. authorised to see Johnson of 
I.L.P. 
(Johnson is or opinion that the I.L.P. would agree to 
a condition allowing a veto by any of the three 
Societies on any action proposed to be taken by the 
Counc11). 

e. The Army; 

On the motion of Miss Atkinson it was agreed to ask the 
Executive to appoint a Committee of 3 to investigate 
and report on the question How can a Standing ~y be 
made compatible with Democracy. 



10. 

11. 

, .. 

Prices Oonferenca: 
vitation to senJ two delegates to Conf~rence on Food 

1_ves, Feb. 13th; called by l$6rkGrs' National Oom-
tee and London Trados Oo ncil. 

00r:1: 
of members to ~e, 232. 

enclosed document, 
printed form with 
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~.P~r 
\7-

~e. 
~ ~ .. Oompul~.Q!:L.Mili ta~~_§~-~: 

It W3.S v.gread to r6c :)rnme:1c that we accept an offer 
{t~a2S~ttted by the r~~~arc~ Department, who has 
rejected ~t) to g:ve s s~~ of £~0 to enable a report 
to be r;ref3. ...... ed en Oornpu~. scr i Mi~itary Service. 

10. public;.,tic._!]~: 

11. 

As a l!tc.tt3r et urgency it \\"aS agreed to print 15,000 
of Webb!~ 11ben Fe&Ge ~omeE, the Way of Industrial 
Reco~str~ctl~cfl : to h~v e ~ cov6r: to sell at 2d.: 
and t.o un1.:r·ta:&:G s. c~:::cu:.t.a.r j:::a.tion of it amongst Trade 
Unio~s, with the Book Dox CircuLar, eto. to the extent 
of 10 : 000. 

Prop~sed_Q~Q2.il for Box_W~e Earners: 

' \ 

The Commit tee declined to con.sider this, (but Mrs. Salmond 
is interested and would probably like to be a delegate). 

SIDNEY WEBB, 
Obairman. 
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l•'Iwlll.H LOOIE'fY. 

L~eport df the Fi n.:tnoe cc General l-'urposes Oommi t te e , 
23th Oct., l9l i3. 

!'resent: Ensor (in chair), Hebb, v~est , Dodd, s·anders , 
and the Hon. Sec . Also iura. ::>a l mond . 

1. ti' inanc e: 

( a ) Sales of ticl{e ts f or 1.ing 1 s Ball £440 .(11evised fi gures) 
and every seat f or Oct. 27th so ld. Last year' s 
~ £BOO. 

(b) Staff Sal a ries : The chairman lvill report. 

2. Lieut. ·rulloch 1 s Estate : 

(a) fhe Secretar r reported that the W.:tr Office had £35 
at his credit. Tota l cash £123 . 

(b) '.Che .:tction of the Lecret3.ry tulcen in accordance with 
circular letter , re solicitors and aruninietrators 
was approved . 

(c) !i!t was B{;reed to ;.•ecommend the Exeolilti ve to dec i de 
that the belong ings (v a lued about £5 ) be h:.1nded to 
the relatives, and that the £50 promised to a relative 
b y the deceased before h i s death be treated as a 
debt due by the estate. 

3 . Kin0 's Hall ~~~_otu~ : 
·rhe question of pu;ment for special services wCJ.s deferred. 

4. London Labour Party: 
It was s .. r eed to nominate Miss Lawrence for the E:xecu-
tive, to s.ppoint her .:t d.e le,sate to the Annual Conference 
on Saturday, 1Jov . 25th, ,md to refer to the Executive 
the nomination of 3 otiw r de l e£;O. t es . 

5. ~l;!E_Party: 
It was agreed to recommend that the following r esol-
ution be sent i n for the Annual Oonfe rence:-

1'he Prevent i on of Unera·,, loYE!_~Ilt· 

'rlut in view or the fact that ther e i s only too much 
probability of ma.sses of men an<.l. women finding them-
selves , af ter the war , unable to i' ind situations , 



and that any solution of Industrial Problems (as well 
as the maintenance of Standard Ra tes of Wages) will 
be gravel;;' imperilled by any widespread Unemploy-
ment, the Government be pressed to make all nec-
essary preparations in advance in conjunction with 
Local Authorities so as to put in hand, immediately 
Peace is assured, sufficient public works of Housing, 
School-building, necessary re-equipment of the 
Army and Navy, roadmaking, afforestation and land 
settlement to enable a situation to be found at the 
Standard Rate of Wages for every unemployed soldier, 
sailor, munition worker and discharged workm~. 

6. United Socialist Council: 

Correspondence of the Se~etary ¥11th J. L-l.Macdonald 
~as read: ~ncllcating h~s willingness to confine the 

work of the Council to u.greed m:.1tters. It was agreed 
to reco~end the Executive to confirm ±M its resol-
ution to defer action in the matter. 

7. Compulsory Military Training: 

The decisions of the Special Oomoittee and action there-
on was reported, viz. that A. Greenwood had been asked 
and agreed to prepare a report on the subject, and 
that Mr. Spry had paid the £25. 

R. C. K. ENSOH, 
Chairman. 



PABIAN SOCIETY 

to the members of the Exeoutiye:-

I am not calling meetings of the Executive or its 

Committees because there is no business of importance, 

and unnecessary Committees are a waste of time. 

King's Hall LeJU;.~. 

The sales continue to be excellent. The takings to 

date are £285: to the same day last year they were £200. 

It is doubtful how far it will be possible to supply 

single tickets for the more popular lectures to all who 

have already sent orders. 

2l'~a.~~l ;~~t - th~g as m'tl~bers with povrer to vot.e. .. ·~ '"' 
but we reply that the ~isting Basis has utterly failed to 
exclude such persons, a~ an examination of the present ~mber
ship vrill at once .show. . l1e adroit ar-guments of the Execu-
tive fnll to the ground i view of the fact that the Basis 
has been signed by many wh · e pracbical activities give little 
or no indication of oppositi n to the capitalist system. The 



Lot us say hore more that we do not want the 
Fabi a n Society to give p propaganda: we want it to carry 
out the kind of propaga_da for which it is most fit. 

If there was any, mbiguity on this point in the actual 
wording of the resoluti dealing with it, the~e is none in 
the revised wording whic we now submit: -

IU VIEW OF TEE PO · TICAL ACID IiJDUSTRIAL ACTIVITIES OF 

OTHER SECTIOl~.S OF' THE S CIALIST Ai~D LABOUR iWVE!11ENT, AND 
,. 

OF TEE.: HEED FOH A DISTil T c:~rAt·:ISATION ··l:iiCl: SEALL UiTDER-,. 

TAKE THE STUDY OF CONTSM f(ARY ..:>OCIALIST AND TRADE UND N 

PrWBLEMS, BOTl-i PRACTlCAL lm Th80RSTICAL, TEE OBJECT ;•' 
OF TilE FABIAN SOCiiTY S~iAIJ. B2 TO CP.RRY OUT SUCH r~2 :)EJi~ CH 
A~D PROPA~ANDA B~ ED UPON 

If. 

. ~ 
· ~ 
) " 

·i ...... ... 



FABIAN SOCIETY. 

Lieut. Tulloel.'s Estate. 

I have ascertained that the balance at his bank is 

£6~. This will leave a margin after payment of the £30 

promised by him before his death. With the assent of the . ... -
Treasurer and the vhairman of the Finance Committee. I 

have decided to ask Messrs. Burt of Dunfermline to wind 

up the estate} and I shall name the Treasurer apd myself ~ 

the two ,available officers of the Society ~ as Administrators 

on behalr ·or the Society. Nothing will be done with the 

estate without the authority of a Committee. 

Tract No. 181. When Peace Comes: the Way of Industrial 
Reconstruction. By Sidn~y Webb, is published. 

Sir HartY Johnstone at Essex Hall. 

Members are reminded that this meeting takes place 

to-morrow. 

~5, Tothill Street, s.w. 
Thursday, 12th Oct •. ; 1916. 

Edw. R. PEASE, 
Hon. Sec. 



Soci a lislJI. Our fourt h r eso l ut i on , st i gr.mti sed by the Exec -
utive as "Eeres y iiunt ing ," p1·ov i des , vte be lie ve , the only 
e f fec tive method of excluding the "mere s oci a l reformer" 
a nd the "ex celle nt pious pe ople" to ;;horn thoy refer. " tJhile 
g l adly admitting s u c l1, p e r s ons as associates," they say, "we 
do not want them as ml!i nber s with povrer to, vote." We agree; 
but we reply that the isting Basis has ' utterly failed to 
exclude such persons, a an oxaminatio)'i of the present rrember-
sllip will at once -show. he adroit a.crguments of the Execu-
tive f a ll to the ground view of tfle fact that the Ba.s is 
has been signed by many wh e prac,t/ical activities give little 
or no ind ication· of opposit:t: n to rthe capitali s t sys t e m. The 
heresies 11e hunt are of deed ang} not of '9ords, and vr e believe 
that ours is the only.method . keeping the Society truly 
Socialist. The argw..•ent that ,4 e Tory Democrat, the earnest 
Christian, the defender of Oltl e Pensions, etc., think 
that they, as .such, . are: strljfin against· capitalism, i s un-
convincing in tlle . extreme j\d wh ly unworthy of the Fabian 
Society. 

t that no one but a member 
of the excluded on a strict 
reading of our propos "Half the world thinks 
it is striving for t · emancipation o the community from 
the capitalist sys~e ." We submit th the Fabian Executive 
is the only body in i the world that hol that view. The Exec-
utive appear to be nnocently unaware o ·the class of polit-
ical organisation ·\that is" opposed to the .ational and inte.r-
national movement/ for the amancipation of ihe community from 
the .capitalist svfstem." They seem quite u~ble to realise 
that the LiberaJ;f and Conservative parties ar"lsthe primary 
objects of our ~ttack. Single Taxers, Free ders, Profit 
Sharers, Peasa~t Proprietors, etc. -every con . ~ivable sect 
seems to hflve occurred to them, .except the orditltJ:ry Liberals 
and Conserv~aves, whose parties after all form the larg3r 
part of' our p litical world. These are the parties that have 
always rough , either with open vigour or with subtle polit-
aga~~t;tat~ ~~~gQt~spsta~-Q~w&GG~aB~~Ba~~URta~e-~ggia•~~. 
ical strategy, against the advance of Labour and Socialism, 
and it is to supporters of these parties that we seek to deny 
admission to the Society. 

The Executive admit that "it is in the last degree 
objectionable for a membe r of the Society to become a Parl-
iament ary candidate in any division in which the La.bour Pa.rty 
has a lready a duly a uthorised candidate in the field. ''lhere 
e.n v Sl1r.h ('. p~o. 'hf")q tl,l""As:l+ A nQr1 t .f" "\("'(',,...... +hA mnqt_ AnAY'ITr:)t.::tc 
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heresies oo hunt are of deed~and not of ~ords, nnd we belie ve 
t ha t ours is the only.method (\f. keeping the Socie ty truly 
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FABIAH SOCH'.Li. 

Report of the Or ganising ~ Propacsanda Committee Meeting 
Thursdc,y , lGth Nov., Hll G. 

Present: Dr. Fairfield, che.irman, and the Hon . Sec . 

1. Candidates: 

Twenty-one candidates for October and Nov ember were 
elected . Last year the nu~ber was o. 

2. Resignations: 

i'line out of t . . 3 twn resi gnc:.tions s ince J une 22nd were 
accepted . One, • .liss L . Cl2xton, who re signed from 
poverty, was orde~ed to be kept on. 

3. ~embers i n a rrears: 
Special letters were ordered to ~e written to the 

Rev. ~. J, Oampball ~nd 0. C. Berosford, both in arrears . 
Fiv e members resident abroad were ordered t o be struck 
off, one of whom hud onl y paid once in 1912, wi1 il s t 4 
others had not reTllied to l etters 1vritten i n June . A 
long l etter from c. :S . Tattersall, i-Tevv Zeal8.nd, l"esign-
ing ond promising a subscr i ption, was read, and his 
name was also ordered to be t aken out. 

4. It was de cided not to r ev is e t he list of oem bers at 
pre s ent. 

5. Groups and Local Societies : 

One or two bri ef report s were submitted . 

LETITIA FAIR"'IELD, 
OhDirman . 



FABIA>l 30CI.!:TY . 

Report of the Publishinc; Committee Meeting lOth November, 
1916. 

Present: West (in chair), Miss Smith, Standring, and the 
Hon. Secretary. 

1. Proposed New Tracts 

The chairman reported that he had prepared Joad's US. 
on Owen for the pre s s, and it was agreed to recom-
mend t he Exe cutice t hat it be set up. 

2. Proposed Biographical Yolume: 

A pro~osal of the 6hairman that t he Biographical 
Tracts (including Joad's) be reprinted from 
stereo-plates as a volume of 200 pages, includine 
an introduction which he wa s willing to write, was 
approved in principle, and ordered t o be reported to 
tho Executive. Standring waa requested to supply 
an estimate of the approxim~te cost. 

3. Tract out of print: 

It was agreed not to reprint Tract 106 Twentieth 
Century Politics by Sidney \1ebb, written in 1901 
and now out ot date . 

JULIUS WEST, 
Cha irman 



FABIAN SOCILTY. 

Report of the Finance & General Purposes Committee, 
23rd Nov., 1916. 

Present: Ensor, in chair, Webb, West, Miss Atkinson, and 
the Hon. Secretary. Also Mrs. Salmond. 

1. Finances: 

(a) Accounts to Oct. 31st were submitted showing sub-
scriptions of all sorts £464, an increase of £52 
over last year. (The defalcations of l a st ~9ar 
must not be forgotten). I 

(b) King 's ~all . Results (corrected to date) which can-
not be much modified, as every ticket for Dec. 1st 
is sold, are:-

Receipts £508. 6. 0 
Expenditure 137.15. 6 

Profit £370.10. S 

(b) Lieut. Tulloch's Estate. Account was submitted 
showing, after payment of the £30 promised, an 
approximate balance of £160. 

2. The Labour Party: 

(a) Executive. It was a greed to recommend t hat Webb be 
re-nominated. 

(b) Annual Conference at Manchester , Jan. 23rd. to 26th. 
Nominations need not be sen~n until Dec. 31St. 
Three Dele gat es . The following were mentioned as 
possible selections: 
Webb (as member of the Exe cutive). 
Emil Davies 
Miss Lawrence 
Mrs. Reeves. 
W. s. Sanders 
Harry Snell. 

(c) Agenda was submitted, but no amendments were suggest-
ed. 



3. Ccnf'erence on · War· and Food Pric~, Centra l Hc:.ll, Westminster, 
Thursday, December 7th , at 10.30 a.m. 0 
Number of delegates unlimited: fee 2/6d. each. The 
following~:~ agreed to go:-
Webb, Ensor, Pest, k iss Atkinson. 

4. Society Meetings: 

(a) It was agreed to cancel the December Members' 
Meeting in the absence of business, and not to 
begin the lectures until January. 

(b) The following arrangements ~ere approved: 

Jan. 12 A lecture. 
" 26 Ensor. Fabianism & Fiscal Question. I. 

Feb. 9 Lord Llaldane, fixed for The Future of 
Education. 

~ 23 Webb. Fa bianism & Fiscal Question. II. 
March 9 Business ~eating . 

" 23 Davies. Fabianism & Fiscal Qu~stion. III. 
It was a greed that the ffieeting on Feb . 9th be confined 
to ticket holders, i.e. members, a ssocia tes and 

subscribers . 

(c) F·or the lecture on January 12th, it was agreed to 
ask:-
1. A. E. Zimmern. Industrial Or ~anisation~ 
2. Christopher Turner. Agricul tiire ··after the War. 

Jl./r... 3. Kerr. British Empire. 

• R. C. K. ENSOR, 
Chairman. 



b. or~~~ (}\A.; ~ ~~ ~ 
~-

Unitad Socialist Council: 

Correspondence of the Secretary with J, R. i:iacdonald 
was ~uad, indicating his unwillingness to confine the 
work of the Council to agreed matters. It was agreed 
to recommend the Executive to confinm its resolution 
to defer action in the matter . 

(In the LABOUa LEADER for liov. 2nd it is reported that 
the United Socialist Council has been formed; there 
were present F'. w. Jov1ett, _i .P., in chair, i1 .C.Anderson, 
11 ,p., J. R. :lacdonald, ;1 . IJ., ;i. Alexander, (.;-. Deer, 
E. c. Fairchild; with A. Inkpin and F. Johnson 
Secretaries. It was decided that Societies recognised 
by the International Socialist Bureau should be 
eli c;ible. PO\'rer was tal:en to ge t up demonstrations, 
to issue ;·.ianifestoes, Gtc. A sub-conuni ttee was 
avpointed to draft a statement with regard to Peace.) 

~ ~ v..-\1\u.cA ~.{,- \M.(.. ~ ~ ~ 
~ ~. ¥-, ~ ~ ~ t1ro ,e.....O 

~ 



~ ~. /~ 1116, 
~ v ~ ... ~~.d_,~~~J 

m, ~(l ~~Hr"~ I ~ ) 

~r J.-, ~~ ~~ ~~~ ~ 
~~~ ·~ ~ ~. 

/.~~~~ 

~~'~ ~~~~~A,~. 



Report of the Finance (, Gaoel~a l Purposes Cm:n~ ittee i.ieeting 
Oth December, 1916. 

Present: Ensor (i n chair), Ciss Atkinson, Uebb, West and 
the ~on. 3ecrstary . 

l. Finance: 

Reports were presented ahou ins increase of subscriptions 
of all sorts f'rom ;~-::.-40 in 1Sl5 to :e.04 i n 1915. 

2. King'~ Hall Lectures: 

(a) Account was presented s:1o',7i'1t; r. surplus of £:582. 

(b) It wo.s e. ;-~reed to pay -,:es t e. fee of ;'::3 tor services. 

(c) On a proposal t~at part of the ?rofits be allocated 
to the !;reparation of a vo lume it FBS ac3re{.ld to 
reoommend:-
That L. S. -,;oolf l:le ofi'~red :~ 100 to )?repa.re a volume 
oo Internationa l Trada , and that tha Research 1 
Department be requested to ~~ a Com~ittee to ~~ 
supervise its preparation.. . 

3. Society Lectures: 

(a) Arrangements as published 1 n the Hevrs were .::~Jproved. 

(b) The title of the course •:c:·.biaoi sm ~nd the Fisc2.1 
Question" we.s cri ticisod, but no t: l ternati ve was 
adopted. 

(c) It was resolved t:1<'.t ticl:ets for the :-ialdane l ecture 
be cot g iven to any one not ~ member, associate or 
subscriber. 

4. Mer.lbership: To save cc>llioc a Propa~cnda Cor1m ittee lJeo ting 
for :rormal business, 

(a) Candidates in Dece~bsr N ws were elected. 
(b) Four resi t:;na tions were e.ccepted. 
(c) Ti1e Rev. Ft. J. Campbell,.aod G- . c . Bercsford, w·ho had 

not re p lied to letters re arrears of subecri~tion~ 
were ordered to be struck off. 

R. C. 1:. EnSOR., 
Chairr.:w.n. 



F ABIA..~ SOCIETY. 

Agenda for the Publishing Committee at Office on Friday, 
2 ~~rd June, 1916. 

Members: u. p, Blizo.rd, Miss Lawrence, J. s. tUddleton, 
Miss Morley, Mrs. Reeves, Miss E. Smith, 
J. C. Squire, Julius ~est, and the Secretaries. 

l. Election of temporary chairman ~ 

2. dinutes of last meeting. 

3. Apologies: Miss Morl~y. 

4. Election of permanent chairman and, if thought fit, of 
vice-chairman. ·r 

' 5. Determination of day of meeting: Friday at present. 

6. eo-option of ~eorge Stand~ing as a consultative member. 

7. Tracts in the Press: 

(a} Miss Morley's Ruskin. 
Paged pro(}fs. 
Paper for cover. 

(b) Glutton Brook's Tract. 
Galley Proof's. 
Pages. 
Cover ? 
Title. 
Number to be printed. 

e. Tracts in preparation: 

Joad' s Owen. 
Report by ~ iss Smith and ~ebb. 
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(a) 

~ 

d\~ ~ ~ ~ru~ ~~-
The solicitors have now sent the probate of the Will 

and leave to us the collection of the money. The ' 
account stands thus:-

Total Estate 

Deductions 

Valuation of personal effects 
given to relatives. 7 

Solicitors' charges including 
estate duty & fees (~2.15.7). 8 

Cost of affidavits in Lond~ n 
Gift before death to be paid ty 

0 0 

7 7 
3 6 

us. 30.--..;:--..::: 0 0 
Ba lance available " "' 

:':: s.d. 
211 16 2 

45 11 1 
166 5 1 

(b) Enclosed is copy of letters from the sister of deceased. the 



!J-. ~ } 
(c) T~e Secretary suggest that the ~xecutive should decide 

whethsr the Finance :.: General Purposes Co.;:nnittee should 
be instructed to m~ke enquiries and report whether any 
and if so r.hat further amount should be offered to the 
relatives by way of educatin3 a child or otherwise. 

(d) 

7· 

The Secretary further sugeest that the F.&.G.P. Commee, 
be directed to consider aod report ~hether to an~ and if 
so, to what, special purpose t :1e capital sum or the inter-
est thereof should be devoted, e.g. (l) r. memorial pub-
lication, or (2) the endowment (temporary or otherwise) 
of an annual lecture in 3cotland, or (3) so~ething s 
else for the benefit of Scotch fabi~nism, or anything else. 

~ ~ ~~ aJ ~ rd.,, 1U.«t 

a,~ 10' . . 7"~1 ~ 
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Copy of Letters froo the s i ster of Lieut. Tulloc!1: -

.• r. ~ . 3tepheo 5rnders, 
~eoeral 3ecreter:, 

The Fabian Society, 
London. 

~ast Perk Street, 
Oowdanbeath. 

1st:: Oct. 

Dear Sir, 

I n re)ly to your letter of 4th inst . re .:;arding the 
belongin~s of rey brothar, tha l ate ::illiao Tulloch, the 
following is, to t he best of oy knowledge all he o~ned. 

In ~Y ~ouse here, 

( 1) A trunk containin.::; s·~;;:a ci·; ilian c l othes and underwear . 

(2) A fe w books , (c ostly of a chea? e~ition) .. 

In my Aunt's house at 90, St. Leono.rd 1 s Ple.ce, 
Dunfermline , 

(1) A trunk contc:. ining <> • .::1ilitary overcoat, rc1:i a civilian 
dress suit . 

(2 ) A Post Office SavinGS Bank Depositors' Book, ~o. 37EG, 
(Office, Lothien Road, Sdinb~r;h ). 

No part of his military kit has been receiv ed by mo 
from ti1e i7ar Office, since his death, t;1ougl1 I filled i n the 
claimant form. 

I presume that he had a current banlt account in 
London, because he sent a bl.:-.n..l{ c:1aQue to n.y Aunt, avthoris-
i ng her to cj_raw UjJOn :1 irn to t:1e e:<tent of t :1irty :;>ounds ( S.jO) , 
for t i1e )Urpose of assistin.:; :: yo1..ne; niece , z. daug:1 ter of a 
deceased s ister, to eci:rata to Canada, or other~i se i mprove 
her position. r!e possessed no prope rty , :m.m:r;: :;:l<t:a:dxiK&~;JL!1:9x::i:l'll:ta:x

llXX in l and or sacuriti e s , or furniture , nor had he any inter-
est i n property likely to co~e to hi m, on tje death of any 
parson now living . 



5. Sentences on Defence of the Realm le t Prisoners: 

~-= verbal request by Snell~,fe Committee considered 
whether the F .S. should appo, to the Government for 
clemency for habitual agita rs sentenced to long 
terms fo r injudicious speec es, and any other similar 
cases. . 

The Committee decided to re ort to the Executive that 
they considered that any tion taken by the Executive 
on the lines suggested wo ld be futile. 

J 
I 

R. K. ENSOR, 
Chairman. 



lllti .L.L~T, seemS" ratn:Jr e. rr;eagre one or n o r .L.cer--·---
to possess, but his circu~stances were such that, for the d 
sbort time he was earning, he could not have acquired any ~ 
wealth or property. 

Our fati1er was a factory operative. Tl1e family con-
sisted of three sons, and three daughters. William was the 
youngest of the family, and as he early evinved a studious 
disposition, father and mother had an ambition that he might 
be a teacher, and, as they were thrifty folks, they saved 
some money to enable him to o. ttend a training college. Both 
father and mother died within a short time of eachother, just 
as William finished his apprenticeship as a pupil teacher. 
Father died intestate, but as the family knew the wishes of 
him and mother, with regard to William, we agreed to forego 
our share of their savings, to enable him ~o prosecute his 
studies at the training college. By ekeing out his allowance, 
and by giving l)rivate tuition r:hil ::: studying, he managed to 
enter the University of Edinbv.rgh, \7here he took his 1~.A. 
degree with honours in 1013. He the n obtained an appointment 
as English teacher in a higher grade school, but he had 
barely got established in that situation when war broke out, 
and he enlisted as a private. He afterwards obtained a com-
mission as 2nd Lieut., the duties of which he was performing, 
when he was killed. 

As for the civilian clothos, underwear, and books, 
that are in my house, and at my Aunts' in Dunfermline, my 
family could make use of them, if your ·society cared to trans-
fer them to us. I shall be pleased to furnish any further 
information in my power, if you desire it, and meantime, 

I remain, 
Yours truly, 

(Signed) ~RS. C. RIOHARDSON. 

P.S. My brother's sword is also in my house, but he .ave it 
~me when he went to France, as he had no use for it there. 
He said when he was home shortly before he was killed it would 
make a fine ornament for me, ~.nd to look after 1 t. So there-
fore, I think the S\-70rd i s mine. 

(Undated- Nov., 1916). 
To the Fabian Society. 

Sir, 
Yours to hand of 31st Oct., re personal belonging·s 

of my brother, and also of your decision in favour of my 
n~ece. I non deem it my duty to thank you for your consider-
ation towards us. 

I will now expect my brother's t h ings from France, 
from the War Office. · 

I am, 
Yours sincerely, 

(Signed) JANST RIOiiARDSON. 
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FABIAN SOCIETY. 

Agenda for the Finance a General Purposes Committee on 
F·riday, Sept. 22nd, at 5.30 p.m. 

l· Minutes . 
! 

j 
I! 
f 

I ' 
I 

(a) Report on Subscriptions, ~tc. 
!'916. 

to Aug. 31st. 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(f) 

Members' Subscriptions j 313 
Other " • 32 
Gross Sales of Liter- ; 

Book Boxes 
Advertisements 

ature" 

' .,; 

149 
10 

5 

1915. Diff. in~. 
~86 up 14 

:32 down 7 

49 
13 

5 

up 11 
down 2 
down l · 

Owing to holidays thJ accounts are only completed 
to July 31st. The ~ummer School bills are not all 
in yet. i 

There are various l!abilities but no unpaid bills. 

' Receipts for the King's Hall Lectures amount to £62. 
To the same date last year the amount received was 
£~ S'f i ' 

The Summer SchooJ, fue Session ~ceip~ amount to 
!:399. 
Expenses already 
Further payments 

Rough es tim~te 
I 

paid · £290 
8: Refunds ? __ ~fJ_~ -~l.q 
of net balanrs £ R4 - ---=--=--: 

The Bank Balance is £258 against which there are 
substantta1 payments nearly due for rent, postage, 

· etc. 
The orde1· form for the two Rtose~rch Volumes cost 

.f;2 .. '3. 0 Is· th1.s payable by the F ,S. or the Research 
Depar'Lm.:;nt ·? 

4. Office Staf~; 

(a) In September the P.O. submitted to us two Postal 
srdn:r:~:· stolen froo us in the spri ~1[';, bearing the 
names of F. Pe.rtr ldgo, the then ot'f .Le;e buy and 
(?~his mother. It may be as~uMed he s tole all 
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FABIAN SOCIETY 

Report of the Finc..nce u \Jeneral Purposes Col!U:li ttee i~eeting, 
11th January, 1917. 

Present: :-;est {in chair), Dodd, ·:·iebb and the non. Sec. 

1. Finance: 

Report was presented showing satisfactory increases in 
receipts. 

2. Tulloch ss t u te: 

The Secr etary reported two t~irds of the 3state actually 
received: and t ha t :iessrs. Burt uere consulting an uncle 
of the testator as to the pro?osed further benefaction 
to the f amily. Arranzements as to the d i sposal of the 
final balance were deferred. 

3. Cellar Flooding: 

The Secretary was .". uthorised to expend not i"JOl'O than £10 
on a pl~n to prevent this. 

4. The candidates (2) for January were elected. 

5. Shaw's proposed Manifesto: 

It was agreed to recomme nd that Sha~ be invited to move 
at t~e next Members' ~eating that a Committee be 
appointed to consider aod report on a new constitution 
for the Empire includin3 the question of t:1e substi tut-
ion of a president for the beroditary monarch. 

JULIUS 1.'JEST, 
Acting Chairman. 



Letter from Bernard Sh£>.11 accompanying draft cia<JifGsto. 

10, Adelphi Terrace, ~ .c. 

lst January, 1?17. 

Dear Pease, 

This letter, a lso,is official. 

I ask the consideration of the Executive Committee for 
the enclosed draft of a aanifesto to bG issued by the Society 
on the subject of the ~1ar. I gather that the time l1~:.s come for 
a republican lead, thanks largely to King Tino and Kin3 
Ferdinand. I have induced the editor of 'fhc Daily tlows to fly 
:~ kite on t:1e subject in the shape of a Saturday signed ;u::tz:r:lu 
A.l:.tz. article threatening the':Dynasts". Our allin.nce with 
France and Portugal mal{es the move a safe one: ti1e Government 
cannot very well object to a constitutional movement towards 
Republicanism under the circumstances 

The Fabian Society, if it is to justify its continued 
existence and maintain its prestige cannot for the first time 
allow ;::, political event of t11e first magnitude to p2-ss without 
a declaration of policy. All t~e Socia list s of Burope are 
flounderin3 hopelessly; ~nd we ~re flounderin G too. Sue~ 
meetings 2.s t hose addressed by Lo J·son are rJ. horribl ·3 disgrace 
to us: never before hav 0 we put up a mo.n to vomit vulgar tro.sh 
about ~ European crisis. If it had been Victor Fisher wo 
should not have left ~ r ag on ~is back. 

The roal reason why the Fab i an has sat quiet is that the 
founding of The Hew Stc:.tesman ::;a ve us a n e~·; meti1od of issuing 
:..innifestos; and my ~jg!ZIIl:IOI'iBB.Ns~:::tt Co;acon .3aose About 'f:1c "ir..r 
took tho pl~ce of F~ b i ani s~ ~ nd the Empire, and To your Tents, 
0 Isre.el. But tl1o New Statesman is no•:; c:. n org.:m of suburban 
Tory Democracy, e.ssurin;; t;10 !'lam world that ws a r e in the h::t.nds 
of two " great men who have madG great 1:1 istakes": to wit, Curzon 
and i.Hlner. I a.m out of it; and though 1:1eb b still enjoys ' 
preca rious hospitality for his excellent articles on industrial 
d'?~OC~?. C~', t h a !'g~e!" i~ r-our fR!" hohinA Th .:l 't-IRti0n, T~P M~nch~~t.

er C.uardian, and the Daily NeVTS, a nd can do nothing for us but 
co~promise us as far as the war is conce~ned. Ue must therefore 



HHJ. o~:.~.cK on our old weapon of ti:o direct !"lanifesto. And, fail-
ing e .. n~rone else, I 1:1ust f'all back on ny olG. rolf! of draftsm.an. ~--"' 

If t;-,e Coooi ttee prefers, I will orirJJ; it forward et the 
next business ~eating as my o~n proposition; but it is too 
important for the Committee to announce that the~· do not pro-
poso to make it a gvernment outter end leave the ..,ociet;{ to 
vote as it pleases without producing an i~pression of futility, 
and convincing tha members that the centre of activity has 
passed with me from the ;;::xecutive to t:1e rank and file. I had 
much better appear as the draftsman em,loyed by t~e Executive; 
and t:1o document will be muc:1 ioproved by incorporating a wider 
set of views than my own. 

Besides, it is not complete: we must add en industrial 
side to it . At least we must try; for my experience at the 
Reseerch Department does not convince me that ~e h~ve anything 
good enough to say, over ~.nd above what tl1e alread:· issued 
tracts sa~·· :Sllt Cole and ··.rebb t1iu:1t fight out somethinG that 
would give a policy to t:1e Trade Unions \"!hern Waterloo is follow-
ed by the Six Acts. 

Apart frol!i the necessit~· of .:;ivin~; the Society sooething 
to interest it instead Ol~ a':lsurdly se.ying that there is no 
business for the business weetin,;s; wi t:1 t :1e \"!hole v:r orld crumb-
ling on our heads, the :;ener<c l posi tio '1 of a.ffairs is ve:·y 
serious Our blessed government, vri t:1 its :;illy, squabbling, 
boorish reply to the German note an~ ~ilson's intervention, has 
no conception of the importance of good ~anners in view of the 
neutrals, and could not behave itse lf properl~ even if it had. 
It still thinks it lives in an isl&nd, and ce bbles rbout sm0ll 
nationalities in a way that would oaka the Prince of _onaco 
ridiculous. It was perfectly easy to draft that r e ;ly in terms 
that ,-,ould have thrilled all Europe and elicited t hree cheers 
f'ro CJ America; but it hc. s been done as i f ot:.r sol e orject vre.s t o 
disgust everybody outside the office of the Daily Sxpress. 
Well, we can't teach thsse ~eople ca'1ners; but ~a can at least 
give t hem so~e ideas, or Give ideas to a critical Opposition. 

Anyk.;w , our business is clee.r. ·ae ot..st l)ae:, t":"le old flag 
waving . Jf course it TJa:' tur 'l out t:1at under t l1e test of war 
we have discovered, as Clifford 3harp d i d , t ~at ~e Co not jelong 
to t he old flag at all, and are neither Socia lists nor Republic-
ans nor anyt;1in::; else out of t::s beaten ua rden Suburb cinder 
path. If so, let us finci ourselves out and. he.v e dcne r;ith it. 
Or ;; e may simply ':le par.-..lyzed by t:1e fri.::;htful moral cowa ,-ctice 
that ~as done so much mischief a nd left us so completalr i n the 
hands of the blackguards during the first eighteen months of the 
war. If so, the Executive Co~oittee can say frankly, "For God's 
sake let us alone: ~e are afra id t · move." I can then go on my 
own -- the easiest plan for me. But I don't want to hc ve it 
said t~at I ~c.:'.~ "!10 effo"!"t a..,,., ~" " "' nl) lPA.d, o:r -- t .h A SA.mA thing 
-- tc1at I assumed that the .:;ociety was no use bec 2. use I ~ras no 
longer in office. So I d isc~ar ge uy co nscie nce '"'Y dr afting the 
manifesto a nd -formally re ~uesting rout ~ submit it to the Exec-
utive Co~mittee for what i t ma . bs ~ orth. 

(Si gned) G-. B=:RNA.tt:::J SnX:i. 



F A B I A N I S ~ A ill D T i! E 1.if A R. 

The Fo.bian Societ, desires to draw attention to ti1e e.m-
biguity of all the ~ubiic declarations made so far by respons-
ible ministers as to tho manner in \7hich ti1e ol:ljects of the 
war ~re to be secured in the event of victory for the Allies. 
In spite of President Wilson•s challenge, tl1e re~:ly of the 
Allies t~ the bid for peace by the Central Empires has done 
notDioz to clear up this ambiguity. In se far r s it does 
not consist of recrimin~tions for home consumption, it pro-
fesses objects \7hich ::.re clearly inconsistent with tl1e 
integrity of ti1e Russian ami British Empires E.nd of the French 
Republic as ~t present politically constituted, and other 
objects whic~ cannot possibly be attained by military success 
pure r.nd simple. 

It has Qeen assumed throu&~out our historical epoch that 
in all wars of liberation or conquest like the present, the 
30le question at issue was under whici1 established form of 
government ti1e disputed territories should be placed . In the 
XVlll century this meent sometimes whether t~e for~ of govern-
DGnt si1ould be mona:cchical or republican. But after '?i;: terloo 
ti1a issue mts nC),rror:e:l to ;;hie"! king s11ould 1•eJ.gn. Even 
Greece, it was assuiued, must be a Kingdom. Dynastic circumt 
stances reduced this issue still further to the question 
wh ich German king should reign; for roy~lty had become virtu-
ally a r~.mily preserve through the intermarriage of 
ilohenzollerns, Hapsburgs, Romanoffs, and our own reigning 
house:. 

~ow it is clear that such dynastic considerations have no 
rslation to liberty, to public welfare, to civilization, or to 
the 3ocialisc which i~ the special concern of the Fe.bian 
Society. The ~.mepealcaiJle frightfulness of vrar on the modern 
scale puts war out of the question except as a solvent of 
problecs so important to hume.ni ty that catc.strophes of the 
most stag.;ering mae;nitude are wort;1 facing for their solution; 
and it is difficult to conceive even the most hardened courtier 
maintaining that the problat: of >:chicc1 cousin of the European 
royal family shall occupy ~ ny particular throne, or have one 
manufo::.ctured for him, has any ~uc~1 i[tlportance . Yet we he.ve 
had no assurance or even suggestion that our colossal efforts 
and sacrifices in this war ;;ill have any other result. It is 
assumed that the "libere.tion'; of Poland wi ll mean the establish-
ment of a kingdom of Poland, and that t;1e "freedou of the 
straits" will be achieved by knocking the Sultan off his throne 
~t Constantinople and seating the Tsar on it . 



"UDDER l'"i:-ii Cll KING, BEZONIA!T 'I s~~AI\. UH :JJ.~ ; .. 

It follows that a vital fact is being steadily ignored: ~ 
a fact that will finally assert itself with possibly disastrous 
consequences when the views of France and Portugal have to be 
co-ordinated for peace purposes with those of Russia. That 
fact is that whilst there is practical unanimity as to the 
desire for victory, there is a fundamental disagreement between 
tha democratic and the royalist sections of the · belligerent 
populations, both on the side of the Allies and~he Central 
Empires, as to the object of the war. The democrats are fight-
ing and dying for liberty and equali~y, fo~ peace and inter· 
national solidarity. The royalists are fightin~ for the sub-
stitution of the Tsar !'or the Sultan in Constantinople, of the 
King of Italy for the Emperoijor Austria-Hungary in Dalmatia, 
for the providing of an extra throne for the royal fumily in 
Poland, end for the triumph of t heir own militarism over that 
of their rivals. If a royalist peace is concluded t11e demo_ 
crats will not merely have fou -ht in vain: they will have ~ 
fought against their own cause:· If a republican peace is to X...... 
concluded it is time for the democrats to ask fo~ it. A royal-
ist peace is taken for gr ;:nted until dorrrocra cy speaks. And 
men already ask whether t:1ey a~e d}'ing for tl1e great hurJan 
causes in whose names tl1ey weN> enlis ted f:Jy tl1eir rulers, or 
for the greater glory of Peter of Servia, Nicholas of Russia, 
and the Mikado. For since Germany has been beaten to the point 
of virtually declaring her willingness to evacuate France a nd 
Belgium, to whose rescue we were co~mitted t;oth by democratic 
sympathy with the Republic and royalist diplomatic obligations, 
we have no quarrel left except the quarrel over i ns titutions 
further east. To make this quarrel ~eal we must dgfine the 
institutions we are fighting for. 

THE NEED FOR DEFIUITIOH AND OPPOSITION. 

B~ insistin0 on such a definition we should at once gain 
what we need above all things for the political direction of 
the war at home: that is, an Opposition. At present t\1e friends 
and enemies of the various parties are confused under a comt:1on 
formula of patriotism. Hr . Henderson, representing Labor in 
the Cabinet, echoes the phrases of Mr • .li.squith, the Hanchester 
School doctrinaire, and sits with Lord <:i ilner anc Lord Curzon, 
who represent every tendency in politics that Mr . Henderson 
has gained the confidence of his constitients by denouncing. 
Mr. Lloyd George gives us no clue as t o whether his a.mbi tion 
is to become, like the late Joseph Chamberlain, the pet of our 
dUchesses and the swashbuckler of capitalist ~anipulat ion of 
tariffs, or to be the first president of a British Republic. 



All distinct.i~n is confounded in r:. fo;:; or' p:U•<'ses 11!:.ich every-
body cv.r1 use, fro~ t'le i:.:OSt unscrupulous tool of reaction to ~ 
the most exaltedly disinteres~ed p~triot. ~ 

There is no esc2pe fr;-, . .: ti1is confusion, n.nd froo tl1e 
evils it has <.lree.dy brought ,- it;, it, except the emergence 
of <:. definitely international :cepu 'Jlican pe.rty, devo ted, as 
far es th@ ~ar is concerned, to (a) t~J ostmblishment of the 
republican fol··:i of .:;ovel'nD.3nt i r1 t>.ll t':le te1·~·i torios nhic~ 
the war may plQce at the diSJOsal of the victors, {b) ~s to 
tl1e Gr'eat ~-orld .ci~hts of 11a:r 1Jj' 1 <\o.:< e.nd sea, to their 
l:z:teJ:!Int.tl1l:nal::t:sm internc.ti vn,·.li::;u:.io'1, <..nC. (c) in domestic 
politics, to t:1a reform o:·· the c:c.nstitution with t:1e object 
of r.10.kine; tr1!! British ;:;c:)ire <.. Fe:.€ra.l ?.epuolic, and t:1us 
IJringin.:, 1 t into line --ri th our F.:-:~tucuese !HJ-:i :;:'1•ench .-.llies 
and i'Ti th tl1e Unite ,-, :O,te.tes, s~vin:;ing t.:'le u ':lole balanoe of 
power in the Forld froo Gerr::an :co~ralisrn tc Republicaoiso. 
Such a part~' vTould 'Je under no sus:}icion of IJro-.lohenzollern-
ism: on the contrary, it would h~va clear cotives fOr the 
uncomlJromisin:; prosecution of' t:1;) war t o iJ. point at .-:-hich the 
~retension of the ~eroen ciOnarcbical ~ ilitariat systen to 
suprame military eff'icienc;' ;vould be crusi1 io ;:;ly discredited 
ryhich no other party can claim. It is already plain t~at the 
conarchies will mt..l::a :7ll<:: t is called ~ c. premature pee.cer. sooner 
t:1e.n t>.lloH tl1e conduct of the ~n~.r to be tc.J;:en out of their orm 
hands by democratic coowittees of public SD.fety; but this is 
tile verr point to >7hich republicans are anxious to drive the 
war, lwowinz; t:"Hl.t a peace O•) nclude rl to se.v a t:ie thrones will 
mean that the 'v1l10le war ':iill hE'.Ve been we.sted f1··~r:. their point 
of view. Thus a republican Opposition ~ould bs an ideal one 
for the purposes of the ooment. At present t he Op~osition is 
so confused and unintelli t;ible t :1e.t it s l sa:le r f'oroa ll ~' c.o-
clares that there is n ·,;. Opposition. It i s m<..ie u:- of ~:on
interventionists, G.octrinaire Pacifists, anti-~':ussian pro-
C.erocns, Liberal Imperi c-. li s ts, pugnacious pc..t:-iots, cynical 
coscopolitans, n od cere p~rty sheep and their bell-wethers. 
Uo policy can be predicated of such ~ mob; aad oo ca~acity can 
be credited to it e~capt the cap~cit; ror Qakin[ ~ hopa l ess 
mess of ev eryth i n~ i t touches . I~ i ~ undar 3US~icio n of de-
sirinr~ L::J.~edia te pee-.ce for its oun s;;..!:e oo the basL; of the 
status guo ante bec<>.use no conclusion coul cl more effectually 
reduce ;1ar to absurdity t imn that 'Jo t h sides, afte!' ruinous 
military exertions and ex)enditure, :>:1.)UL. {iau the .:aselves 
exactly as they 17ere in .. 111 other ras::>ects. .'1:1a t~?ver C!a~· be 
said for this position, no party susp3cted of favoriag it ~ill 
IJe &.ocepted by the nation as a:;ainst a Crvverom-:1 nt 'lol ich is 
solid as to t~e desirability of " sticking it" until nprussian 
militarism• , r!hich ~eans siaply dyn~stic ~euctal mili t&rism , 
receives a vis i bly :punis'1i ac; blo·:; io TI:uropu . 



ILLU.SOR'Y SCLIDAr;IT~ OF Tl:i.E CiOVImtii1EllT. 

Unfortunately this apparent solidarity of the Government 
conceals motives as various and as hostile to one another as 
the avo\ved disintegration of the Opposition. The oner.;etic 
and ambitious men without intellect or culture, w:1o have dom-
inated politics so largely in both England and Germany for 
the past half century, find their opportunity in governments 
which combine the courtier, the p~utocrat, the senticental 
patriotism of the streets, and their respective j .: urnalists 
in a thoughtless frenzy of primitive instinct which offers 
irrestible temptations to commercial exploitation. But beyond 
t~e immeQiate satisfaotions which political power, money, and 
victory offer to ar,)bi tion, cupidity, and pugm:.ci ty, these ad-
venturers have no views. The:r are precisely the ::_:Jeo::.Jle who 
shortly before the war hung London with garlands to welcome 
the Kaiser, and refused to allow the Tsar to land at Portsmouth. 
They bellow millennial phrases about just and l.c.sting peace and 
security, and mouth romantic perorations a~out fi.3hting to the 
last man, the last shilling, i"nd the lr..st drop of our blood; 
but it is plain to all the world that th~y have no ideas end no 
intentions beyond changing t'le color of the flag here and there, 
and that many of them would, if the conflict showed any signs 
of leading to the emancipation of the English people froc their 
present subjection to <'- luxurious plutocracy, unhesi to. tingly 
m.:tke common cause vrith the enemy (following the precedent of 
Thiers end Bismarck in 1871) to restore the status auo ante in 
that respect also. 

T~m TEST OF Dil:1WCRAOY. 

In short, there iS no genuine cleavase in parliament 
except the cleave.ge bet\7een t;1e Pacifist <'.nd the Jingo; and ':loth 
of them are incapetble of dealing with the situation created by 
the war. Only one cleavage is of any importance now that the 
old controversy between the ~anchester 3chool and the Socialists 
has been won by the Socialists, and the only outsta nding quest-
ion as to Oollsctivism in industry is ~s to whet~er it shall be 
a;_J~lied as Socialism for the ~enefit of huma nity or exploited 
by Ovpite.lism 11.nd Privilege in t:.e form of The Servile 5t~:.to. 
That one cleavage is the cleavage ~etueen France and ~ermany, 
between Republicanism and ~ohenzollernism. The test of the 
; enuine democrat is there. Either, like the Ar!le1•ioans, we 
regard >;hat they call "thii' kin .c; ':>usiness• as an obsolete, 

• incomprehensi~le, and revr.lting idolatry, or we !1ave a genuine 
veneration !'or the superior wisdom <A nd nobleness of c;1arD.cter 
conferred on men by crowns, coronets, titles and cocked hats, 
or 17e are under tho Victorian delusion that it does not CJc: tter, 
and tl1at nobody believes kin c:;s t o 2;_etter than other 

~ 
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people, and courtiers prhatel y cr,ll t hem fJy disrespectful 
nicknames, yet it saves bother to have a hereditary king in-
stead of havi~g to eloct a president every four years, and the ~ 
party funds could not be kept going without selling peoragos o 
to provision merchants and socially ambitious snobs with more 
money than they knorr what to do with. 

Ti:iE VICTORIAN ILLUSIOt; DISPELLED. 

The war has happily killed the Victorian delusion. No 
German now fJelieves that it did not matter that a young man 
who would, in a RepufJlican army, have been at best a company 
officer, was placed in command of the Verdun offensive, with 
social powers over his staff that no Il.epu?lican general enjoys, 
and no monarchical general can afford to disregard. ~o English-
man now thinks that it does not matter that we have to deal 
with kinzs at every turn in our campaign; or that Vlilliam a,nd 
Francis Joseph and Constantino ~nd Ferdinand &nd all the rest 
were cyphers; or that in dealing wit~ them we are not hampered 
by the fact that our eastern ally is an autocrat who cannot 
'7ithout compromising his own position allow us to fight them 
w1t:1 the gloves off. \7e have already been forced to a shocking 
extent to become accomplices in the autocratic tyranny from 
which r1e were formely proud to provide n refuge more sure than 
Switzerland. Our business now is to extricate ourselves from 
that intolerable position by o&king t~e alliance so predomin-
antly republican in sentiment, ~nd finally in form, that the 
Tsar will no more think of demanding such complicity froo us 
the"n he nor! thinks of imposing ti1e C.ree~: Church on the French 
~'i:epublic. 

The chief anxiety of t:1e hour is how to prevent <: recur-
rence of the war ir it ends, as we intend it shall, in the 
cc::.pitulction of those •orho drew the sword. The disarma;::ent of 
Oermany has been suggasted; and such a pro6Tam has undoubtedly 
its attractions for those who, could it be carried out, would 
obtai.n the contr<:.,cts for her inevitable re-armament. It has no 
attraction at all for ··~ sane and disinterested people who have 
some practical sense of what is morally possible and what is 
not. Even if it were possible, our own ex~erience hns been a 
startling demonstration of the rapidity with uhich a colossal 
armament can be ioprovised by a PAOPle wi t;1 a negligible army 
and obsolete munitions. This is so o~vious that the t~lk about 
disarmaQent has veered round to a suggestion that the h-reA.l<-'-'P 
of' t::c AU3tro-~:unz;a.rian empire is t :1e true solution of the 
problem of disabling the aggressive tendencies of the nohen-
zollerns. There is much more sense in this. 



T~3 FOLLY OF EMPIRE DIS~E~BERllENT. 

But it aust be said at once that the mere disintegration 
of the empires is a step b~ckwards in soGial or~anization, and 
tjat if the day of empires is over, so also, a fortiori, is 
the day of little independent nations. T:1e American civil ~·Tar 
settled that question for, the whole epoch inaugurated by the 
French Revolution. Fe ourselves cannot wit:1 any decency prate 
about the independence of small netionali ties with IrelD.nd and 
JJ;gypt staring the rrorld in t:1e face. Federal Republicanism hl:\s 
solved this problem. In America forty-eight 3tates confront 
the 170rld as e. single Power, and pool the same civilization. 
\'ihat America could do Allstria-iiungary can do. There is no 
other solution available~ We e.re not fit;htinz for independencEJI 
we have h<'d enou:;h of t;'!at in t:1e Ball<a.ns, r.nd especially in 
Serbia, where we are defending a king, who owes his throne to 
a political assassination, against the vengeance brought upon 
him by another political assassination. Re are fi~1tin~ for 
na tion<>.l i nterdepende nee, for a common law for the 110rld, for 
internationo.l ri;hts of way, for the abolition of what diplom-
atiSts call "the sovereign State" that recognises no law but 
its o~n will. And only in federal republics can this be recon-
ciled with national individuality and liberty. Our own empire 
is great and free just to t::Je extent to which our relation with 
our dominions across the sea is practically more free than that 
of Washington to San Francisco, whilst Ireland, held as a royal 
conquest by a garrison, is an open wound in the side of our 
credit as the professed champions of liberty in this war. Home 
Rule is an absurdity 8.S it stands at present: no statesman has 
produced, or can produce, a Home Rule Bill that is not an c 
arbitrary, anomalous, and largely ridiculous instalment of 
separation, which neither party can af~ord. Ireland as a State 
in a Federal British Republic would be more iro-British than 
England. The "loss" of India, like ther.loss of Horth America 
in the XVIII century, is only a matter of time if it remains 
a jewel in the British crown. But if India and Egypt became 
FHconsciously territories of a Republic, with a not too remote 
prospect of becooing States, the whole attitude of the Indian 
and TI:t;yptian patriots would alter in spite of themselves: it 
would be possible for an Indian or an Egyptian to be pro-British 
without being a traitor to ;1is own country. 

THE OBSOLESCENCE OF MOLiAi;Ci:iY. 

The Fabian Society is quite well aware that Republicanism, 
in its present experimental phase, is no panacea for social 
evils, and often begins by producing results which compare very 
unfavorably with those of well ordered mone.rch.tes, especie.lly 
when the republic has been brou6ht into existence by t:.e abuses 
of c. re:;ime in which all opportunity of ;:JOlitical education 



nas cut off from the classes 11hicl1 in a republic :1ave to assume 
direction of public affairs. But tl1is war has shown that the ~ 
terrii'ic forces norr wielded by great modern states have out- -..:.J 
grown the capacity of even the best organized and educated 
monarchies. Nopody has accused the French Republic of desiring 
or contriving ~ war, even 1vith her two lost provinces at stake. 
Nobody has suggested that the American Republic has allowed its 
sympathies with Belgium and France to be tainted for a moment 
with the consideration that our victory over Germany would give 
us a dangerous predominance in the balance of power, a consid-
eration which would be the first to occur to any dynastic 
diplomatist. But ~ one or the monarchies engaged has been 
accused of planning the defeat and ruin of its rivals for years 
past. And in the course of these recriminations evidence has 
come to light -- indeed it cannot be said to have been hidden 
that in every monarchy there was a body of persons plu.ced in 
high positions by their devotion to the monarchical system 
whose views were precisely those of Frederick the Great, 
Catherine the Second, Louis the fourteenth, and, one may add, 
Nelson, Hetternich, Bismarck, and the late Lord Roberts: that 
is to say, that the world is a booty for monarchs to be competed 
for by armies, and that the unarmed nation is in the same peril 
as an unarmed traveller on Hounslow Heath in the reign of 
Charles the second. In England, in Germany, in Austria, and in 
Russia, these people not only urged their governments to accept 
such a war <ts the present as inevitable, and to be the first to 
attack, but, what is more significant, their opinions were 
accepted as the correct opinions for the governing class in the 
public schools, the army, and at court . i"lhilst this state of' 
things lasts, as it must whilst the monarchies last, it is idle 
to tall{ about t:Jis war ending war, or about any possible terms 
of peace giving us security against future war, even between us 
and our al l ies, much less between us and the central PftiiJUt. 
empires. 

TnE REPUBLICAN IDEA RIPENED BY THE WAR. 

The time has come tc say this frankly, if it were only to 
reassure our allies across the channel as to the existence of a 
strong and wide spread sympathy with the principles of the 
French Revolution and a desire to ~dout her form o~ ~ov~rnmAnt 
in its essentials. The Fabian Society, in saying it~- is under 
no suspicion of advocating the old violent Liberal method of' 
insurrection and regicide. It is an open secret that the reign-
ing houses of Europe, more enli~1tened than some of their subject~ 
have taken care to secure opulant circumstances for themselves 
in the event of their being promoted to t l1 e di gnity of citizens 
of a Republic. The precaution is hardly necessary. Orderly 
changes in the constitution are not now effected at the expense 



of individuals: rather do we tend to excessive compensation; ~ 
and a monarch wh o made a bad bar gain would have himself to ""' 
thank. 

Uith this indication of the way out of the present con-
fusion the fUncti on of the Fabian Society in this matter is 
discharged. The Society does not form political parties, 
though, as in the ca se of the Labor Party, it has advised and 
assisted their formation. Already, in the midst of wuch moro 
or less vague talk about Leagues to Enforce Peace and tho like, 
the Society has, accordine to its own tradition, conducted an 
investigation into arbitration and international ~rganization, 
and has published a scheme for a supernational trl bunal and 
legislature which has so far not been iwproved upon nor con-
victed by its critics of tho sciolism or Utopianism which mar 
most schemes of the kind. Its main business is that of the 
solution of domestic 1~dustr1al problems of the kind raised 
by Socialism . 

SOCIALISti CAUGHT NAPPING BY !Rlill 1J.AR. 

But it cannot ignore the larger political problems raised 
by our relations with other countries. The preoccupation of 

I the Socialists of Europe with their domestic problems left them 
hopelessly unprepared for the war. They had no foreign policies. 
For years they had repeated the old shibboleth of the Inter-
national: "Proletarians of all lands, unite", and assumed that 
they were Pacifists raised above all Jingo passions. Yet when 
the war came they had to go to the trenches with the rest, not 
only under compulsion, but as volunteers under the ~laaaaH* 
plainest reasonable necessitjes of social solidarity, some of 
them indeed y~lding to the patriotic passion o~ the moment 
with a fury that would have seemed excessive in the most exclus-
ive o~ficers' messes of the household regiments. They had to 
follow to the field the king they had disclaimed because the 
king still carried the flag, and their was no other way of 
fighting for their hearths and homes than by fighting for the 
king. And ~,et they know very well that battles won for kings 
are not won for the people. And now they are like sheep without 
their sh0pherds, glad to have any shepherd to drive them, and 
repeating t he commonplaces of "t11e capitalist press" as excuses 
for a position which they feel to be fundamentally fa.lse. 
Yet the solution is simple enough. Socialism has alway s and 
necessarily been federalist and republican. It must recognize 
that until it has brought federal republicanism into being as 
the standard political form of modern civilization, it will 
~ind itself helplessly entangled in dynastic wars, and must 
s lay and be slain fratricidal ly shoulder to shoulder with the 
benighted folk who still feel a ll foreigners as Drake felt to 
all Spaniards and Nelson to e ll Frenchmen . 

k 
'--"' 



( 9) 

T:-m DANilER 01 VIOLEt:T !illVOLUTIOli. 

T~e end of the war may well be the beginn1ng of even 
t.'Orse strife unless we learn to knou our o•.vn r:Jinds, and rouse 
ourselves to bring our institutions into conformity with them. 
Eminent statesmen whisper that there may be a violent revol-
ution after the war. They are too sanguine: there may well be 
one before the end of the war unless it be sanctified, as far 
as so wicked a thing as war can be sanctified, by a cause for 
which modern men are willing to starve and die. Liberty and 
Equality are the watchwords of such a cause; a.nd monarchy is 
its flat negation. If our wage-working folk and middle class 
intellectuals come to think that their patriotism is being 
exploited by those who regard them as more rrJNl, fodder and 
profit producing cattle, then anythin6 may happen. If they 
remain convinced that they are really achieving the freedom of 
Europe from militarist, capitalist, and royalist domihation, 
they will grud~ nothing to their leaders. 

But their leaders must feed their faith with deeds. The 
day for fine phrases is over as far as this war is concerned 
The currency of the guarantees of kings and the pledges of 
kings' prime ministers has fallon, since the forts of Liege 
fell, far more even than the price of provisions ha s risen. 
Let us look to it; or an emergency that 11ill come closer home 
than the German cannon may find us still less prepared than 
our Liberal Imperialists left us for the war uhich they at •. 
least foresaw, though they did not dare to tell us the truth. 
They have fallen: our enemies are still in ti1e field. T<1e 
time has come to tell the streets the truth. And if t~e truth 
is to reach the streets, it cannot be concealed fro~ the 
thrones. 
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FABIAN SOCIZTf. 

Bepo::ct o.: the Publishins Coa:ni ttee on 19t'1 J an. , 1?17. 

Present: 'flest(i:1 c:1air), Blizard, Prof . •. orlej', J:l iss Smith, 
StarJdring, e.n~~ the -~on • .Jec.; a.1so ~·rebb. 

1. No . 182 . "Robert Owen, Idealist" by Joad. 
It rras a .:;read t~1a t ti1i s be cut to 62 pp. , LH t a. 
Bil:>lio g:cc.phy i s urmecossary, t ;1at a covor . 
(for 4000 o~ly) bs }repdrad uit~ the Brooke portrait: 
that 7000 be printed 2 nd t~ e pr ice by 2d. 

2. "G ~vio3 the E~~iesn. 
~i ss Atkin3on's offer o~ ~ repr int of her " ~e st~insterG 
Brticles ~it~ ad~itioos ~s 3 acceJted. 

:3. -~~!ebb 1 s :~Ti;:Jss" Articles. 
hi3 offer o ~ these w~s J iscus sed ~nJ it was co~sidered 
t. ~1 at ~Jublication on 'lis orro r. ccount -was on the whole 
preferable. 

4. Tract 101. " \v"heo Peace Comes.'' 
It was reported t~at sBles wora 3000 2nd stock 9500 . 
It w~s resolved to send a copv to each I.L.P. Branch 
(500) c1.ncl to consider ~I .::.A.-Cnasses, Brotherhoods, 
Adult 3chools, etc. 

JULIUS n:bST, 
Chc.irmat. 



FABIAfl. SOCI.U ":."" 

ne port of t~e Finance ~ L ~ n ar ; . l Purposes Oo . ~ ittea on 
Feb. 9tl1, 1~ 17. 

Present: Ensor (io chnir), .: obt:> <>.o •. ! L1e :::>n . Gee. 

1. :Fin t: nce: 

(u) Fi ·~ros wore presented a~oging th ~ t t~o ~ocioty 
is in ~ n unusua lly strong f ina nci~l position. 

(b) It cl · s cl c cidod t ·· :.dvn.nco the w.J.ges of t:1e off ice 
girl fro .-: 10/ - to 12/Gd. 

(c) .: 0•' ·1 of ,,._.:,r .3e-Jont ·;-i th L. J. 1-roolf to -;; <> y hh1 .0::100 
a n~ : rovide Slb : or ~ urch~ so of books f or the 
;;reillH'2.tion 01 ' volur;w o a I ot e ;.·n : tion~ 1 Trc de 
wa s se ttled · a l orc1ored t o be se nt him. 

2. Tulloch Bstate: 

(a) Letter frOGJ t :1e uncle, J. A. Tullooh, wa J co 'Js iderc d 
c: nd it ~•as cl, E;TGed t ;v t 1 t : ~ i se losed no o,-. s e fo ;• • 
e.ny furtl1er grC\ nt to the f ?. o.Jily. It ~-rn s - _;r e e •:J. to 
defer re·_;ly till t ;w "-t) .llice.tion of t :&·) .. ;o nc y is 
date.·mincd on. 

{b) ac~cme for n;)licstioo of th e ~oney . Sec report of 
next mzeting. 

(c) It was ra:;olved to '"'Pl .. tor .':160 E-7~ ·:;r.r L0<>.n r· s o.n 
invest~ant of the ~~nd: 

3. April-June deotings: 

Avril 20 (or 27). 11. LGeture . 
Mav 11. Atl'm:,.l , .ie o tin~. 
'a·~, <>5 A Le cturo . .... ol ~ • ~ • • • • 

(b) It was n ~roed to ask J~aw on ~ is experi6 nce s ~ t the 
front ( 11:1o h · 3 Pefusod); 

~nd A. ~. Ziu~srn (w~o has ~ccopted). 

4. The J ~ nuar~ c~ n d i c.at : s wore elected. 

R. 0. K. E.f30R, 
c :1u.irman. 



Re~)ort of t :1 e Fi 'lc>. nce [: Geoa1•el Pur~)O s es Cou ;:;itte e on 
22 nc F e ~ ., 1Sl7 • 

.Pre&ent: ;:e !:J b (in c:1e. ir), ···;est, Do.:ld , . ~ i ss ;.tl: in s on, 
a n~ the ~oo. ~ecr e tary. 

1. Fio<; oc o : 

C'l ,~ n ·ov i s ion<'.l e st i .-:J -~ te ::.:1at ? e r s i1 sur··)lus of sev eral 
hundred pounds Tre..s r>ro f:J :·.ble <•. t t :1e clos e - of t :1e ~·s2.r it 
>.'c.s c-. .;reod (su? j ..>c t to f i :ncl re-cons i d er2.tio n ) t :12,t a 
Reserve 2or Pu':.li cations be cre2.ted out o:' t ·.1e Ki cc.: 1 s 
~e ll La ct~·e sur~lus - -

(a) T;1e .:.eCl·etE>.;.•y r eport-Jd t :1a .,:-:ol a s um oo:r io hand 
Eti:Jounting to £174.7.0, of '.7::icl1 :0: 142.10.0 had been 
::.oV GSted in c.% \'Tc.. r. Loan. It ~r ::. s ''-];r eed to s o 
inv e st t ;:e l:l:' lc.nce wl1e n it c r:-.rJ ·:a ;;Jurch£\S ed. 

( :: ) Dr&ft re~.Jort on L;G r.~>>licc. tion of t :1e Fund na s con-
~ s idared, ~ 2 75J:td I 0col!le · .. ·ill be '::18 .12 .0. 

~~~~~~~-------rr~. A b i e oai~l Tulloch P~ize ~s say o o s o~e subject 
c on nected '.71th ~o c i~li sm opan t o ~11 te~ chers 
or t c J cot ch t e~ chers , t0 ja r ead 2 t 2 j oi nt 
mee t ing of ~co tch F~~iro 5oc i a ti as and 2u1:Jli shed 
by u s. 

I I. A l:> i aoni: l Tu llo c:1 Lac tu;.·e :. t ..::i. i ·.'1 l.>w·3h t o Scotcl1 
Uni vers ity F• ~ i ~n ~o ~ieti os , ~ 1 30 to be publi shed 
b;,r US, 

Afte r .:, i s~uss ion t ~:a 0.:> .-~:c ~ i t t e e ;.· e ol't t :1: t the:' r l' e 
uc ~ ~l a t ~ reco :~ end ait~ar of t~es e -~1 · re ~ i S)OSed 
t ·. ~:L:· e f er: -

III . T~e pre) a r a tio n o: ~ book or books , i f sue~ c an 
':>a ~-:.rr :: aged . 

IV. T:1e;r :.1 ·30 repo<•t t ;1e St.lg.zss tion t :1a t ;J<.rt of the 
i·Jc ome s i1ou l d. ba u seC:. t o ~· i ve - 'Ve ek 1 s :1ospitc.1ity 
:. t Lle St.r:J:Ja r ::. c:1ool tc 2. ::- c otc:1 studaa t. 

F1 oa11:;-- t~n Ooeditt ae ~· sp ort t:1a t ;:.c. i .n.:.ad.i ~ te dec i s ion 
i s ~ o t iw;G r a tive. 



3. International Conference at Paris be5inning ilarch 13th. 

(a) Formal invitation was submitted. 
(b) It was agreed th~t it is important to send 2 dele3ates, 

if it can be done free of expense to the society. 

(c) T~1e only names suggested as possibly nilling to attend 
were S&oders, diddleton, and ~arben, uho is in Paris. 

4. Society Lecturesc 

Arrangements approved:-
A~ril 2 ~th: A. E. ZinDern: soci~lism and iie.tiooe,li ty. 

Annual deeting. 

He.y 25th: A lecture -

5. ~.Ioolf Volume ':>O Ioterna tional Trade: 

Agreement for this was order~d to ba signed. 

e. Resignations (7) ware ~ccepted, and 3 deff',ulters uere 
struck off. 

SI DNEY o;;mBB , 
Ohairman • 

• 
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( . 
ooer School Com~ittee: 

(u) 4eport thRt the 00wly Constituted Cowmittee met 
on Feb. 5th, re-elected D~vies,Chsirwan;and 
iiiss - }i<.ol~inson, dc:-.nager; and eo-opted A. K. Bulley, 
J, Katz end ~iss Orange. 

(b) Accounts wera ;resented showing that the 19le 
session s~owed r profit of ~80, and th~t the 
bE~L:::.noe at t :1e credit of t~1e c-,ccount 'faS :~87 . 

(c) A sui:J-corumi ttee ;·e. 3 appointed to seek for a furnished 
house preferably in Derbys~ire, but not excluding 
the riome Counties. 

4. 8 
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Publishing Business. 

The publication of the Owen Tract is delayed beciuse 
the printer is short-handed. ~. 

,. Report of the Summer School Committee. 

At a meeting on ~arch 19th the Committee decided to 
take Priorsfield School, Godal~ing, which contains 
over 70 single bedrooms, with numerous sitting rooms, 
a lecture Hall, seven tennis courts, a cricket fi~ld 
a nd a large and beautiful garden, for 4 or 5 weeks 
from August 4th at a rent of from £15-15-0 to £20 
according to the accommodation required. 

A lecture committee was appointed, and it was sug8ested 
that weeks should be arranged devoted to such subject s 
as the Reconstruction Of the Empire, Women and the War, Educational Problems, etc. 

<r 4-t. ~- IW-r.J.A ~l ~ ~~ ~ 
~ w..,~d..fl, ~ ~ u\ ~ ~ 
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FABIA11 SOOIETY. 

Report of the Finance & Genera l Purpo ses Committee, on 
22nd liarch, 1917. 

Present: Webb (in chair), Dodd, 1iiss Atkinson (, <ion. Secrctar-~--

1. Finance: 

(a) Figures were presented shorling a lar,se decrease 
in subscriptions, compared with last year, due to 
the fact that no reiJ inders wore sent out from 
July 1915 to J anuary, 191E. 

{b) Instructions wero given in relation to a number of 
accounts, and in particular that the surplus cash, 
probably .':250, be invested in 5% nar Loan as a 
reserve for Publications. 

(c) A Legacy of :~lOO fro>:i <~ugh Barr, of Glas gow, who 
died of wounds on February ~7th, was reported, but 
t he amount is not likely t o be pa i d for some time. 

{d) Draft paragraph on this a nd the Tullooh Estate for 
Fabian News was ordered to be submitted to the 
Executive. 

2. Society Lecture: 
For the open date, uiay 25th, a lecture on Food 
Restrictions or on Russia was suggested~ 

::s. Empire Reconstruction: 
It was a~eed to insert in Fabian News a notice asking 
for nam~s of members willing to work at -

(a) The method of getting a head of the State. 
{b) The constitution of a Second Ohambor, if a ny. 
(c) A constitution for t he British Empire. 

4. Executive Election: 
The Secretary reported t ha t t here would be no contest. 
Ratcliffe (from whom he had not heard) had been nomin-
ated in place of Allen. 

5. Sugar Purchase Scheme: 
Request for opinions on the New Statesman Scheme was 

ordered to be reported to the Executive. 



e. Delegations: 

The follouing were ordered to be reported to t he 
Executive for volunteers:-

Conference on Pensions, Saturda,~r, i:!~i"'Ch 24th. 
" " Industria l Conscrip tion, 3at., i-Iarch 31st. 
~ n Food, Bationf l Service and Russia, 

Na tional Socialist Perty, Oaxton ~all, ~ednesday, 
April 4th. General invitation. 

7. Organisation and Propa3a nda Business: 
Election, Resignations n.nd List of Defaulters, etc. 

was dealt with. 

SIDtiEY '.7EBB, 
Actins Chairman. 
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FABIA!i SOCIETY . 

Roport of the SUd.t·iER SCdOOL COlillnitt eo i~oe ting April l ~ th, 'l 

Prosent: Dav1es, i n Cha ir; !Iiss ilnnk ins on; h is s uoor; 
Gi s s Orange; Jond; and t~e ~on. Se cretar y. 

1. priorsfiold School~ Report t hat it had been t aken f or 
£18-18-0 for 5 wo oks was approved. 

2. Prices a nd Accommodation: The rooms availnble are, 
2 with 4 beds, 3 with 3, 18 ~ith 2, 70 with 1. In 
vie11 of t l1e unusua l pre:Jonder '' nee of single rooms, 
o;. nd t ;le substantial i_lrofi t m•'.de l,as t ::--enr, the Corn~ 

mittee r esolved t hat ~~ ~~ices be the same as l as t 
year, vizt. 

SinGle rooms ~~-8~0 
Double 11 S2 -0-0 
clulti ple 11 £1-17-b 

Provi s i ons can be obt~ined freely fro~ the Aldershot 
Co-operative Socie t y . 

3. Lectures and Directors : 
The v.nno;wd Hepor t of t he Lecture sub-commi tt ee was 
virtually adop ted, and the directors and da tes J roposed 
ar e as fo llows:-

\'leek be ginning Aug . 5th: Direc tor, Snoll or DaviGs . 
Subject: 0c ie nt ific c: .Uscellnneous. 

Aug. 12th: Director, 8RIU1xa!! Dav i e s or 
Snell. 

Subject: Lit er a ture. 

Au~. lOth: Di~ector, Rntcliffe. 
Subject: Wome n's topics. 

Aug. 2 ~ th: Director, Pease. 
Subject: Empire Reconstruction . 

Sept. 2nd: Director >}ebb or i_Irs. Webb. 
Subject: IodustriRl Recons lruction. 

Ei iiL DAVIE3 , 
Chuirman. 
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FABIAN SOCIETY. 

Report of the Finance & General Purposes Committee on 
May 4th, 1917. 

Present: West (in chair), Webb, Dodd, Hiss Atkinson and 
the Hon. Secretary. 

1. Finance: Reports presented showed a small increase in 
receipts for April 1917 over 1916. 

2. Staff Salaries: It was a greed that the War Bonus ordered 
by the Executive Committee be 20 per cent. on 
the s ~larios of the clerical staff to date 
from t he be einning of the financial year. 

3. Committee on Empire Reconstruction: It Wll.S agreed that 
the first ~eating be held on a day preferably 
Thursday or Friday a nd at a n hour to suit 
~. D. Ha ll of Oxford, that the Executive 
Committee be all invited, and that G. D. Shaw, 
H. D. Hall, .ri. c. Corner a nd D. w. C8.ddick 
be added to the Committee. 

4. Lecture on Russia May 26th: The Secre tary reported that 
Sanders was expected to be back, and it was 
agreed to ask Ratcliffo to lecture on America 
if SD.nders fails. Fa ilin3 Ratcliffe, that 
West and Maude be asked to speak on Russia . 

5. Reception to Se nders and the others: The 3ocre t ary 
reported that he had been invited to be on 
a Commit teo formed by <i. 11. Lee for this 
purpose . 

a. Membership: The ca ndidates for ~ay were elected, vnrious 
resignations wer e ac c e~ t od, a nd a list of 
def~ulters was dealt with. 

7. Cha irma n for Annual 1ieoting : It VT'<S agreed to invito 
i,iaudo. 

JULIUS WEST, 
Acting Chairman. 
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FAB!Ali SOCI ETY . 

To the member s of the Executive Committee :-

There is no business of sufficient importance for the 

Finance & General Purposes Committee fixed for June 8th, 

and the meeting will not be held. 

I report as follows:-

1. At the special meeting of the Executive on June 1st it 

was at;reed to send West to Petrograd and he leaves perhaps 

on Saturday. 

a. The Summer School promises to be a big success. The 

l <; ctures are well in hand. Bookings to date are 38, com-

pared with 12 at same date last year. 

3, With the approval of the F·inanoe Committee, I joined a 

Committee which consists in the main of H. w. Lee (Justice) 

and A. w. Appleton (General Feder a tion of T.U.) f ormed to 

arrange a Queen's Hall Meeting on June 21s t for Sander s, 

O'Grady and Thorne, wi t h Hy ndman in t he chair. 

We have raised £20 for prelimino.ry expenses, a nd a further 

£50 will be required. I propose that the Society lend £10 

or more if necessary, and shall do thi s if no objection is 

made. Sale of tickets is practically certain t o cover 

expenses. 

4. I shall probably call a full mee ting of the Executive for 
Friday, June 15th, to consider the Stockholm Internl\tional 
Conference - if plans for it are a t all s ettled - and to 
transact any routine business. 
Fabian Office. ED\'1 , R. PEASE, 
7th June, 1917. Hon, Sac. 



2, Inter nc. tional Conf'erences, etc. er" ~~ "'f..,J..J.. 
(a) Wire fro; \'lest, do. ted Ber gen, June 13: Shall await 

instructions from Henderson in Stockholm: 
address Poste RestRnte. 

(b) Stockholm (or other Conference. 
The whole matter is i o the me ting pot, and no 
action can be taken by us. 

~umn Lectures: ~ ~~-
(a) Proposed 3cheme. 

The Britannic Alliance and World 
Politics. 

I. The Britannic Alliance a~d its 
Federations. 

IIi Colour and Commonwealth. 
Constituent 

Webb. 
Sir il. Johnston, Ill. Democra cy and Heredity. 

IV. The nev ~nternational Trade. 
V. The PASS lnG of Nationalities. 

VI. Th~ Reconciliation of Unifo~mity 
w1th Diversity. 

(b) Fee to Johnston, tt~.IP.- J.ltt JO~ 
(c) Day, dates and place:-

Shaw. 
Webb, 

\'!r.>.llus, 

Shaw. 

K' I rr l 1ng s l n. l, Friduys i"ro, ('et. 26th. 



' 
~~ Report of the Finance ~ Goncra l Purposes Co ittee on 

25th ay , 1 17. 

I 

Present: est (in chair) ~n1 t o Hon . Secretary, 
also r. Fnirfield. 

1. Leeds Confer nco call0d b · t o United oci li~t Counci 

of t e r .L.P. and B.~ .P . 

It was docided not to sond a de l ee te • 

• 

2 The resignation of Richard i egs •a~ accapted. 

JUL!Uv ...,...,T , 

~· 
C i a.n . 

&~summer Sc,hool: Bookings to 14th Juno, 1917, 58 . 
Do. Do. lQlG, 16. 



ttee on • 

~i t Councl. 

d. 

~) 

~ ~~ ., ~ ~ 

~ KJ.. Ck;t • J. e,~ ~ ~'k~ I ~ 

~...Jv .e k ~ 2. 0 fir /.u. r. K.J ~ • 
~ ~ J.;.A·.~ ~ e; ~~ 
~ .v.a.,: J.. M~ .)~ t ~ ~,t;;~ ~ 
Ka. ~~ ~ ~ ~~ ~ CM~~~ 
~. ~ . ~r ~ ~ 

, ~4-~ ''wr-_~ ': 
~'W1- ~. ~ -- fv' 1U ~ P'!l l q/-
-t IG..t.. .... ~..A • (' "'2. ~ I 

, ;'\ ~· C.u.Arnroon. - Eo r eason given. 
' Rev. W . ll .~owl att Coope r ( ~ilts) Do. 

llrs. Evelyn riatthews (Bourneville ) Do. 
H •. l . Sl e sser. Not i n col!lp l e te 3ympathy. 



~ .Finnnc.~. The Committoo has not met . 
_ ~oportod that subscriptions, book bo:;:es 

and literature sules all oxoood tho3o at the sa~o period 
last year, and that t11o Bo.nk Balances aro about ,C2 0 0, 

S,- Summer 3chool 
(til) Bookings :::!15. Full to AuG• 2t) . 
(B) Proposal to open I3n.nk a/c o.t Qoda.lming . ""?"" 
(c) Possiblo absence o? Poase, Director for 1st, wcok. 

~.-Autumn Lectures. 
Syllabus in type 
Report by Hobb ,.I,. k'~ ~ ~ -'\; 

I ~-

t.- candidates for Jul;r and 1\Ugust ._. oloctea. ~ 
proposod that tho ~on. ~o c, elect Soptorobor list. 1 -- a• 

b 

\o 



.S2~'0 . 

~ . 
, weal., 





• -· .. ------------ ----------- ------ ·-----------
b t :1n v1 or th prob ble rlcL- 1 o . t&l;e, attar 

o o ""ort.ablo fo tuffo and ra teri nd of eJt t 

1t to imp rat1Ye1 in o or to pr vcmt t 

ev po S1ble f • 1n o ooun o8 another, thnt By3t . et1o 

l"l'ange ent& s 0\lld be ado, on an 1ntorne.t1oml 1s, tor t e llo -
1-~; 't~ 'M.~ 

t1on and convoy of t o avotl b.\a :cpo:rotablo surpluso .. ~ to t! 

dif~ t eountrioa, ill proportion not to t a1!':' purohaa1nc powol' but 

to U ell" sovor l , m t 1 oa h country, t.'l 

t1<m to 

ole oo ty. on t. 





I.~~~~~~ ~ C!.-t"""~ 

Q. . ~~ : .. ~l~,~,)VY~~q~, 
· -,-~ l~ p . J ~ l 9.~ · aJ ~J..j 

<;~ ~ Sa.J)&. ~\ rtvt~ ( ~J 

;, .. q'~ . ~ ~ . q€~ ~- ~ -a~ 
~ ~L +vAt. c~~~ /).( r 5""' ~. ~~. .;._' .. ~ 0~ I!A~ 
~ b~ ~~~-

If R~port on Minutes: 

(a} Joad 1 s Owen published. 
(b) Miss Atkinson uid not complete her Traot, and it 

is orr. 
(~ 



FABIAN SOCIETY. 

Report of Finance & Genera l Purposes Commi ttec 1•leeting . 
Sept. 21st, 10 17. 

Presents Webb (in chair), Dodd, Ensor, 3nell, and tho 
.ion. Secretary. Also Dr. Fairfield, Blizard, 
and t!iddleton. 

1. Webb was elected Ci1airman of the Committee. 

2. F1nanoes (a) Reports were r eceived showin g a very s ~ tis
factory fin nnci 3l position, including an 
e s timt~.t e d profit fr om the ..:.urmJer Jchool of 
:e:so. 

(b) Deleg<ltion to f'etrograd. West sent an 
a ccount whic:1 ,.,as p<~ ssed showing his 
expenditure at ::e7.5s.9d. 

:5. Empire Reconstruction Committee: On a suggestion that 
u. Duncan tl.<~. ll w!J.s free to work for the ComtJittee, it 
was agreed:-

( '1 ) 

(b) 

(c) 

To ask him to prepare the report on uilitary 
Trainine; for the iJpry Fund. (Ti1is he hD.s 
raf'Usod). 
To ask him if ho ~i is willing to prepare the 
~.H. Committee Report for suitable Remunera tion. 

To inform the E.R. Committee tha t t he P in~nce 
Committee i s pro~a r0d t o r ecommend t he Exe cu-
tice Committee to prov ide the necessar y funds 
f or the prepa r a tion of th i s Repor t by ~.D. ~al l 
and its publication. 

(The E.R. Committee at its meeting on Oct. 5th, ~. D. ~all 
being pr e sent ond consenting, unanimously resolved; 
That the J1xecut1ve Committ oo be informod that the E.R. Con. 
mitteo approves of the proposal o f t he Fin .~.n oe Committee 
that d r, .ia ll be invit ed to prepL·.r.:. the Hoport - t o be 
submitt ed to the E .fl. Committee - f or publi cation in 
volume form on terms to be a rro.nged By the Executive 
Committe e with .~r. h a ll). 

r.l e!!!~Qz:.£!}1!2: 
~~ ·h t r es i 3nutions were c ccep ted. 



a • .K~nR' s nel.l.J. ac~ .res: 
Report of good progress was made. (Seo Executive 
Agenda). 

6. Society h'ieetings r 

It was a~reed that the ~eating in October be a 
members meeting to receive reports or the dele-
gates to the Inter-Allied Socialist o~•rerence in 
August. 

7. ,foli tical Candidatu.,.e~: 
Letters and reports were received relative to proposed 
candidatures by Captain naden Guest and Lieut. Commnd.r. 
the "on. J. w. Kenworthy. 
It was resolved:-
That the ~xocutivo Committee be recommended to 
appoint a Committee to report on the subject. 

o. Women's International Socialist Counoil: 
The ttppointment o:C a delegHte in place of :M iss 
Atkinson was referred to the Executive. ( See Exec-
utive Agenda). 

9. London Labour party: 
Ciroulars, etc. referred to the Executive. (See Exec-
utive Agenda). 

10. We.r Emergency WorkerQ' National Committeo: 
A grant of 21/- wa.s mado to the fund for repaying the 
legal expenses of the Birmineham Trades Council over 
War Rent Restriction case. 

SIDltEY wgBD, 
Chairman. 



5". Iro.ct on Hussio.n ~ociul).sm by West: 

Report of the Secretary that Uost submitted MS. ror 
publication by the Labour Party or F.J.I thnt the 
Labour Party refused, and henderson wrote criticising 
1 t: that the don. Jeorete.ry has power from 'i/est to 
o.lter and proposes to tal.e llendor:Jon's advice& that 
Webb, Sanders and himself havin~ road the US. think 
it should be published at onoe1 that with the con-
Seillt of sevel"al members of the Exocutive at the 
Empire Reconstruction Committee he has sent the hlS. 
to be set up by the St . Clement's Press, standring 
huving refused it. 

Proposed: that the above be approved, und Proofs circu-
lated as soon as ready. • • "'. 

Letters from 1.1/est and Henderson. '4.~., q ~ 
"J- M en~ );'" ~ ~ );-~~ · 

b Reform of the ~ouse of Lords: MJ. by ~ ebb. 

Proposud to sat up at once. 
4,000 words only: additions will be mude. 
Heud Hnd approved by Jondern and the non. ~ecratnry. 

1 ~aternity and Public rtoalthl 

D1•. t1eredi th Yount; of'fors i'or publication t.l 
his JU1:1mer Jchool lecture, Askecl to sa nu 10 

u L • of 
ha s not I&RT.X\llld yet beon r eceived. ' '-'•' but it 

Domocracy flnd thu vuild Idea: 

Useless ~~. offered by ono Robert 1~ohl. 
D 

Heserrch 
apartment members sa~ it is ~~a~aas no f;;OOd . 
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Women's International Soci ~ list Council: 

(a) Appointment of delegate in place of Lliss Atkinson. 
(b) Circular re AnnuR~ Meeting of officers. 

London Labour Partx: 

(a) Annual ~eeting Nov. 24th. 
(b) Nomination for Executive (~iss Lawrence). 
(c) Delegates (4) to b.eeting. 

- King's tiall Lectures: 
ill.Z ~ Receipts to October 11th 2S6 275 

Advt. in New Statesman arranged for. 

a~ ("-J CiO · it~ ~ ~~ 
(;f' ~)~ ~ 1;0~ lA~ )AJ~~ 

lC J tjQ ~~d.. 1; ~. i, <f ~,d.~ 
\_~ 1 'io ~ I{ 'fovo\;t .&6 -· , 'd· ~-@,a.: c I. 
((j c:f"o f~ ~ rt(- <f aAJl :l.. ~ ~ Vf./k, /;'~ 
.p~ . ~ 1r~ .. l k lp~ C'.Jt.w,., . 
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Summer School Committee Report: 
A meeting was held on 13th November at whieh final 

accounts and reports were received, Sums of £15 
were voted to the Manager and tiousekeeper for their 
exceptionally arduous duties, and aftor peyment of 
this the balance for the Session vras :£214 ar;d the 
balance at the credit of t~e School £297. It was 
deci~ed to secure the refusal of Prior's Field for 
next session. 

~ ~1---~~ P~~ .,.~ 
~ · €.t,VJ-~.v :-

~"""' \~ ,_ 
~,.. \ . ~ . \.~) -~ (~ ) 1- .J.... 

~~,... ~ (\ ~~ (C!J a~ t 'c 

.'\A~~ 1: .J: .~ ~ M 

I 
~- oAk. ~~~ 1; e~ rN..J 



G'. King' d Hall Lectures: 
1917 1918 

Gross sales of Tickets ~3 -si~ 
Expenses and refunds 170~< 149 
Net profit 313 368 

Sales of literature 29 22 

~~Increase mainly £10-lOs. paid to Sir Harry Johnston 
and £5-5s. for advt. in "l1at1on". A sum larger by' 
£6 has been charged for postage. 



Members' ~eeting December 14th. 
Notice of motion condemning Government censure of 

pamphlets, sent by J. Spencer Hill. Vote of urgency 
required. 'J..~ ~ k' \.J.J,. ~.:~ -:J:- ~ ~ 

~ ,.. p ~ ~ , * 4L.t ~ e k 1 ~ -

women's Group: Request for 

(a) A grant of £50; 
(h) Use of office free of charge; 
(c) Insertion of quarterly circular in Fabian News. 

(,(_ u{ 
1 

a 4, ci.A.iCMA ~ '2;:- '7 
,. 1U • A. L , -.1 \o(_ t !'"\ 

oorrespondence: 

l; Kt. "f" ~ ~ ": 
t9 '-~.I.. ( 1'1. • ~L I 

\, •.,tt.., ~ ~If 

• ' ' ~ r. -.vliW"ANIRAM.. "' 

.. ~ ~ ~~ 

I~ ~ e.~UL M 

(a.) Letter from ' .. -Jest dated Petrograd N 
(b) ~a.nifesto of Neutrals at Stockholmo~. 

affiliated to the Internationals 0 

]ohr.s;c~, (c) Labour Party A3enda enclosed. • 
,rger by 



FABIAN SOCIETY . 

Report of the Finance & Ge neral Purpos e s Committee on 15t h 
November, 1917. 

Present: Webb (in chair), Dodd, Da~ies, Ensor and the Hon. 
Secretary. 

L Finance: 

(a) A satisfactory report was presented a nd it was 
agreed to put t he surplus cash (actually £200) on 
deposit. The Summer School Ses sion showed a final 
profit of £214. 

(b) Fee s were order ed t o be pe. id to the International 
Socia li s t Bureau (Briti sh Section) (£25) and to the 
London La bour Party (37/6d .) 

(c) I t was agr eed t o pu;v ti1e staff for ser vices at King 's 
iiall l e c t ure s 30/- each as l as t year. 

2. Member ship: Candi dates f or Oc tober and November (21, same 
as l as t year) wor o a ll e l ec t ed a nd 2 r es i gnnt i ons 
we r e accept ed. 

3. Essex Ha ll Lecturos: 

(~) It was agreed t o invite Hender son to address the 
member s on December 14th on the Labour Party. 

(He has accpet ed . 
(b) Oha irma n t o be appointed) . 

(c) Spring Cours e . 
It was agr ee d t o conti nue the series of l e ctures 
on t he War i n re l r.t i on to other countries, and 
order s wer e s i ven (wh i ch have r esulted as follows:-

J a n. 11 ~.K .Ratcliffe on I nd i a . 
" 25 Percy Al de n on America. 

Feb . B s . de ~1adariaga oo Spa in. 
" 22 Offe r of l ecture on Ita l y t o be writt en 

by nr. Gi annini , Ita li a n Commerc1 El. l 
Att ach e , and r ead by a member of F.S. 
Of fe r to be con s i der ed, 

March 0 & 28 not f illedf 
Ire l and a nd Al sace-Lorra ine were 
suggested . ) 

Is a t hi rd ~8mber s ' u aetin§.tachnica ll y r equired 
bv rul o eo b~ ilXOd ? 



4. King's Hall Course on tho Labour Party: It was agreed to 
recommend that such n course of 3 or 4 lectures be 
arranged, to be given by Henclerson, 3haw, \Jebb, and 
a wohlan, and that Webb draft a scheme. 

5. Labour Party: 
(a) It was agreed to defer the report on Fabian action 

till after the Members' Meeting. 

(b) It was agreed to recommend that Webb be nominated 
for the Executive. 

( (c) .Names of the delegates to the Conference at Notting-
ham, Jan. 23rd, 24th, and 25th, must be sent in by 
Dec. 31st. We are entitled to 3. Snell would like 
to go. ? Appoint at once. ) 

6. The Empire Reconstruction Bool~: A,jreement vii th H. Dunoan 
Iall was reported as completed. 

SIDNEY WEBB 
Oho,irma.n. 








