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• POOR LAW REFORM.

MR GEORGE LANSBURY AT FULHAM. 
REV. P. S. G. PROPEET CRITICISED.

Under the auspices of the South-Western 
Trades and Labour Council, a public meeting 
was held in the Town Hall, Fulham, on Wed- 
nesday evening, to hear an address from Mr. 
George Lansbury, on the Minority Report of 
the Royal Commission on the Poor Laws, of 
which Commission he was a member. There 
was a good attendance, including a few Guar 
dians. and several Poor Law officials. Mr. A: 
C. Burn occupied the chair, and also on the 
platform were Messrs. A. Gossip, R. M. Gentry, 
J. T. Farrier, A. Allwood, and G. Taylor. .

MR. PROPERT’S LETTER.
At the commencement of the meeting, the 

Seorotary (Mr. J. T. Farrier) read a letter from 
the Rev. P. S. G. Propert, Chairman of the 
Fuham Board of Guardians, who stated that 
he was just leaving London for Wrexham to 
address a Welsh Pcor law Conference in eup 
port of the recommendations of the Royal Com- 
mission on the Poor Laws. He regretted there 
fore he could not hear Mr. Lansbury, who 
would present with great force one side of the 
problem, but he would remind them that there 
were two sides, and he would ask them to 
suspend judgment until they had heard the 
defence of the present Poor Law. He would 
shortly address a meeting in the Town Hal- 
under the auspices of the Ratepayers’ Assooia- 
tion THE CHAIRMAN’S SPEECH.

The Chairman said it was gratifying to see 
such a representative meeting of all shades of 
public opinion in the borough. The question 
of the Poor Law had been very dear to him 
for many years, and he first became interested 
in it in the neighbouring borough of Chelsea, 
when he was returned as a member of the 
Board of Guardians of Chelsea in recognition 
of services he had rendered to the Tory party, 
but twelve months was sufficient for them, and 
at the expiration of his term of office he had 
the pleasure of having the full force of the 

‘Tory party in opposition to him. He remem- 
bered going over a workhouse for the first time, 
and was shocked at the things he saw. Was 
this the reward for a life of labour and 
struggle ? In the reform of the Poor Law the 
greatest fight would be over the cost. The 

, "richer classes objected to contribute the 
share to the amount of money even require 
for old age ponsions, but the Budget provided 
them with the necessary funds, and now they 
only wanted a Government to tap that fund 
in order to make the lives of the old people 
better. It was all very well talking about 
Dreadnoughts and a German invasion: the 
British were a conquered race to-day. They 

"had been robbed centuries and centuries ago. 
The land of the country had been stolen from 
them, and they were aliens in their own father 
land. They had to restore their freedom and 
•iticenhood, and use it not only in the interest 
of the starving and robust, but also that of 
the old people They were met to discuss the 
Poor Law, and it was a " poor ” law, too 1 The 

so-called Guardians of the Poor were not that 
in reality, but were the guardians of the 
wealthy and propertied class. They went on 
those Boards of Guardians in the interests of 
the wealthy ratepayer, and Mr. Propert was 

ing to hold a meeting in that hall . in the 
torests of the ratepayers. They all knew how 

strietly the Guardians administered the Poor 
Law in the borough of T’ulham. The whole of 
the district in the vicinity of the Fulham 
Palace Road was now built upon and occupied 
by young married people, who at present had 

xs---Pes=-r---come under the Poor law, but 
in a few years’ time there would be crowds of 
them under the Poor Law. In the development 
of the economic system the middle classes were 
being driven into the ranks of the wage-ear nets 
week by week. They had enjoyed a good life 
and a bountiful table, but now they were 
coming into wagedom they would ‘find the 
difference, and they would recognise the wrong 
that existed in the present system. Over 22 
millions were in the ranks of the unemployed, 
tramping about in search of work before many 
of those present left their bede in the morn- 
ing, and unable to find employment. They 
were the recruits that were coming under the 
Poor Law. Yet all the wealth of the country 
was produced by the working classes, and they 
ought to enjoy it to the full, but the laws of 
this land were made in the interest of the 
class which owned the wealth of the country. 
He appealed to the audience to join with him 
in sending representatives to Parliament to 
make laws which were wise and just, not in 
the interests of the classes, but for the welfare 
of the people at large. They could only solve 
the poverty problem by owning and using the 
wealth they produced. The workhouse system 
robbed their brothers and sister of the pos 
eibility of living the fuller, truer, and nobler 
life which they desired. All that was good in 
them had been stamped out of their lives by 
the cruel system of Poor Law. They wanted 
to get representatives on the Guardians, 
Borough Councils. County Council, and in Par 
liament, to legislate and administer the laws 
in the interests of the. whole community. 
Eventually they would see that the great flow- 
ing tide of social democracy would reign su- 
preme, not only in this land, but in all the 
world, and would sweep all before it. (Ap
plause.)

MR. LANSBURY’S SPEECH.
Mr. George Lansbury said he wanted to give i 

an outline of the minority report of the Com- 
mission appointed to inquire into the Poor 
Laws and the relief of distress. It represented 
in its constitution largely the Charity Organise- 
tion Society frame of mind, men and women 
who believed that the policy of 1834 was the 
best for the country. After three years’ sit- 
ting,' that Commission was unanimous that the 
money spent on the Poor Law was very largely 
wasted under the present regime. That ByB 
tem was to be abolished, and in place of the 
present law, there was to be a system of public 
assistance, no workhouses, and a new start 
was to be made. It was on the question as to 
what the “ new start" should . be that the 
minority disagreed with the majority. Public 
money whenever spent should be controlled by 
publicly-elected authorities. There was a great 
waste by over-lapping at present. The Com- 
mission had done one good thing. It had made 
it clear how many people were actually getting 
relief. There were over one million persons 
during 1907 who had to have recourse to the 
Poor Law, and far and away the large majority 
came for public assistance because they were 
sick. That vast army could, be almost even’y 
divided into three classes. Fulham, at the bid- 
ding of the Local Government Board, had 
opened an able-bodied workhouse at Belmont, 
and there the Local Government Board inspec- 
tor defined an able-bodied man was a person 
who could get to the dining hall for his meals. 
Suchwastheup-to-date wisdom,with the Ful- 
ham Board of Guardians thrown in. Poplar 
was the veritable antipodes of Fulham they 
were told, where they were supposed to abso
lutely

CUDDLE ABLE-BODIED PAUPERS, 
and invite them to come and allow themselves 
to be relieved. (Laughter.) The problem 
largely concerned children, widows, sick per- 
sone, and non-able-bodied people. Two-thirds 
of the people were receiving outdoor relief, and 
the cost of the indoor was most extravagant. 
It was a deliberate policy on the part of many 
Guardians to offer people the house instead of 
giving them out-relief, and when the people 
refused to come in the Guardians turned round

the disease should not be handed down to the 
poverty-stricken family herded together some- 
times in one room. The Publio Health Au- 
thority should seek out cases of sickness, and 
if possible arrest its progress; thus the whole 
public health should be under one authority. 
With regard to the aged and infirm, they were 
the most tragic of all the classes that the Poor 
Law had to deal with. Their day’s work was 1 
done. They thought 70 was much too great ; 
an age for people to reach before having a 58- 
pension; there were those who were perme- : 
nently inacapaci tated earlier in life.. They । 
might call Poplar the pauper’s paradise, but । 
if they had to live in it, they would soon want ■ 
to get out of it. In a workhouse they had to 
eat what was put before them, and go to bed 
and get up in the morning at the time stipule- 
ted. Sometimes old people wanted to go to bed 
earlier than the routine allowed, but they could 
not please themselves, and had to keep 
whether they wanted or not. Then the aged 
and infirm should be allowed to go in and out 
of the house for an airing when they wanted 
to, and if unable to walk they should be taken 
in bath chairs. He would rather kill the old 
people off straight away, than keep them 
crowded in a large barracks called a workhouse, 
where they could get little air, and where they 
simply lingered on. If all these things were 
done, they would probably not find the Fopr 
law bill heavier, but smaller. He wanted to 
see pauperism not choked off, but abolished. So 
far as the aged were concerned, they must be 
a charge on the community until the standard 
-of living was so raised that all were alike, and 
could, like Lord Cromer, claim a pension for 
what they had done for their country., In 
regard to vagrants, all methods had been 
tried. They had hung them, gibbeted them, 
and flogged them, which was done even now: 
There was no great crime in being a roamer. 
No one ought to be locked up as a vagran’ 
until they were quite sure they had had 
chance to earn their own living. The shot, 
come under a

NATIONAL LABOUR. AUTHORITY
i 6 daat with the whole question of unemploy- 

ment. First of all, they had to settle how
, many people were out of work. Nobody cou- 
. really tell in England how many were out of 

work. The Government were now setting “P “ 
i network of labour exchanges all over the coun- 

try, which was a step in the right direction
: There must be some means of dealing with men 
, who would be squeezed out of employment and 

thrown into the ranks of the casual labourer, 
> of which there were 60 many in al trade —" 

was no use starting national work for them.
• as many of the men physically, mentally, and 

morally were run down, but they shoud, 20 
> maintained and trained until they were fit to 
; work again. That public department should 
I have power to regulate the conditions of la- 
■ bour, and also in regard to child and female 

labour. If women were paid the same wages 
for the same kind of work as men. there would

. be no need for the wife to work for 108. a 
i week because her husband could notget wore: 
: The boys and girls who through starting worn 
■ at an early age became incapable ought to be 
, looked after not only in their own interest, 
. but also in the interest of the community. 
; The age should be raised at once, pronDT 
> ing boys and girls working under a certain

age. The Minority Report recommended “at 
> boys and girls under 15 and 16 should not be 
। allowed to work more than 80 hour a wee”: 
, At present they were producing unemployable® 
, and incapables by the thousands, and the other 
• 30 hours at the disposal of the children should 
t be utilised in training them. Work was a 
। glorious thing—especially for the other chap. 
I (Laughter.) They also asked that the State 
0 should grant a subsidy to the Trade Union 
■ out-of-work pay, and where employment could 

not- -nmepred—under existingcapitalism: 
then the State should step in and find work ■ 
for those unable to obtain it. He believed

CAPITALISM HAD BROKEN DOWN.
and that it could not find work for all. Then 
the State must set up works of public utility ' 
for the surplus, always conditional that the 
men should not be the cast-off of the 
capitalists, but the best men and women avail 
able. The philosophy of the Minority Report 
was to enforce the responsibility of the com- 
munity and of the individual. They did not 
want a number of parasites living on the 
work of others. They neither wanted parasites . 
at one end of the social scale or the other. 
They asked men and women to help them in 
their campaign to bring about the charter of 
the poor, and in putting Bumble and the other 
principles of the 1834 Poor Law out into the 
streets, and to extend the principles of coHec- 
tive responsibility which they found in , the
Education Acts and in all the other Acts 

which now formed part of the economy ef 
things in England, and which no one proposed 
to repeal. (Applause.)
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and said: “ Look how we are keeping the rate 
of pauperism down!" They did that regard- 
less of the starvation which many of those who 
refused the cold comfort of the house had to 
face. He did not attack individual Guardians 
or officers, but he said that the system of Poor 
law as laid down by the Local Government 
Board was that the Guardians who choked off 
applicants, and the relieving officers who kept 
the number down, were doing what was best 
in the eyes of the Local Government Board, 
and they were lauded for so doing. Conse- 
quently they had those big barrack workhouses 
all over the place, with the large staff of 
-officials. They need not go to Poplar to see an 
extravagant workhouse: they had the " pau- 
pers’ palace ” at Hammersmith, in this dis- 
trict, which cost a little. (Laughter.) On Poor 
Law relief, usually 2s. 6d. was allowed to a 
mother for a child; if the child was boarded 
out 5s. was paid, and clothes were also pro- 
vided; while in the big institutions the cost 
was 256. The mother should be given sufficient 
money to bring up her children properly, pro- 
vided that the home was at all decent. How 
could mothers do their best for their children 
if they had to be the bread-winner as well, 
under sweated conditions? The least they could 
do was to give the women a chance to bring 
their children up, and Guardians who gave

HUMOROUS QUESTIONS.
Numerous questions were asked, and replied 

to by Mr. Lansbury.
One questioner asked, " If the Minority Re: 

port is carried, will the attendants be allowed 
to knock people about in the workhouse?” al- 
luding to recent prosecutions from Fulham 
Workhouse..

Mr. Lansbury: If you abolish workhousee, 
there will be no one to knock about. (Laugh- 
ter.) r

"‘ Why put the phthisis cases on the veran- 
dahs at the Fulham Infirmary, where they can 
inhale the beautiful aroma from the saccharine 
works?” was another question which caused 
amusement.

Mr. Lansbury said: Mr. Propert is a friend 
of mine, and he assures me you are most up 
to-date and kind-hearted people in Fulham. 
(Laughter.) However, I may say, I don’t be 
lieve it.

A Voice: He is the biggest " holy friar " 
you have ever come across. (Laughter)

THE RESOLUTION.
Mr. J. T. M. Farrier moved the following re

solution :—" That this meeting urges the prompt 
adoption of the proposals of the Minority Re- 
port of the Poor Law Commission, notably the 
setting up of a national authority to deal with 
the unemployed, and the'transfer of the care 
of the children, the sick, and the aged, to the 
local authorities- already dealing with those 
classes; that under no circumstances should the 
necessary provision for the unemployed work- 
men in distress, or the child found hungry at 
the school, be thrust back into the Poor Law, 
or be made a Poor Law authority under what 
ever names this may be disguised."

Mr. R. M. Gentry, secretary of the Fulham 
Labour Party, seconded, and said the South 
Western Trades and Labour Council had a right 
to speak on behalf of the organised workers, who 
were the best workers. He hoped the Chair 
man of the Board of Guardians would put into 
practice the principle he advocated as a Chris- 
tian preacher and humanitarian, and not merely 
as a Poor Law Guardian.

FULHAM GUARDIANS CRITICISED. .
Mr. Alex. Gessip, Labour candidate for Ful- 

ham for the L.C.C., supported the resolution, 
and said he would rather do anything than de, 
fend the present law, for he personally had 
seen its evils. Fancy a Christian clergyman of 
Fulham being prepared to defend in that hall 
the present Poor Law system in vogue in Ful- 
ham! " Why, Fulham stinks in the nostrils of 
the people up and down the country because of 
the inhumanity of the Poor Law Guardians in 
this district.” He hoped to see the present ac; 
cursed Poor Law system completely destroyed 
before long. .

The Chairman asked if anyone would like to 
move an amendment. -

A Voice: I should like to ineve the Fulham 
Board of Guardians. (Laughter.

The Chairman: You will have an opportunity 
to do that later on. (Laughter.)

The resolution was carried unanimously • and 
was acknowledged by Mr. Geo. Lansb- 

REV. P. S. G. PROPERT AT WREXHAM.
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At the concluding sitting of the Poor Law 
Conference at Wrexham on Wednesday, which 
was attended by Guardians from the six north- 
ern counties of Wales, a paper was read by the 
Rev. P. S. G. Propert, Chairman of the Fulham 
Board of Guardians, dealing with the recent 
report of the Royal Commission. He declared 
himself strongly in favour of the retention of 
the present system, with such reforms as were 
needed in its administration. In a discussion 
which followed most of the speakers agreed with 
Mr. Propert, but one Guardian from Mont- 
gomeryshire thought that County .Councils 
would do the work better. Two resolutions were 
submitted, one by the Rev. W. Morgan, Bangor, 
and the other by Mr. Propert. The latter met 
with the general acceptance of the delegates, 
and was to the effect that, while appreciating 
the valuable information contained in the re- 
port of the Commission, the Conference dis- 
agreed with the proposal to replace elected 
Boards of Guardians by nominated authorities,
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ILA121.---V-o-- “--A----- 2 DoardS O1 ruarulans Dy nomInated autnonues, their children "D. and Guardians whogave and was strongly of opinion that the great ma- avchpo try. doles, to her did not Eiye. her a jority of the Co mmission’s recommendations decent. chance. They did not need a Board of could be carried out within the present Poor guardians to do that work for the children. It was system without revolutionary changes in Guardians did not like the thought of being its machinery. Further, that all forms of pub- 
“Ped out. Caughter.) The education au- lic relief should be undertaken by elected autho-

a.

thority at present had power to feed and 
medically inspect children, even of able-bodied 
parents, but as soon as the bread-winner was 
dead, and the widow applied for the help of 
the Poor Law, she was made a pauper and not 
given a fair chance. They should let the Lon- 
don County Council hand, through its Educa- 
tion Committee, public assistance to all chil- 
dren who needed it. In regard to children 
born in workhouses, all the talk about fallen 
women was humbug and cant. Society did not 
talk about fallen men, and until the man re 
sponsible for illegitimacy as much as the 
woman, was branded publicly in the same wav 
As the woman, he said it was all

-CANT.AND HUMBUG.

lic relief should be undertaken by elected autho- i 
rities, with such added powers as might from I 
time to time become necessary.

FIRE IN LODGE AVENUE.
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WOMAN RESCUED FROM THE FLAMES. |

On Saturday afternoon, a fire occurred at 8, 
Lodge Avenue, in the occupation of Mr. “I 
Gadd. Mrs. Gadd-uth k tgmeq tanur, when 
neath the nt, and the light coming in contact 
skasome linoleum, set the place on hre 
Another occupier of the house seeing the smoke, 
immediately went to Mrs. Gadd’s assistance 
and pulled her out of the flames. “In the mean- 
time the firemen were called, and were, QuiCrY 
on the scene. They rendered first aid to the 
injured woman, who was suffering from burns 
to the face, and her hair was scorehed.The- 
fire was extinguished before any serious damase 
was done.

Instead of leaving cases of sickness in the con- 
trol of theGuardians,they. proposed they 
should be under the control ofthe Public 
Health Authority. The Minority Report -nr" 
that destitution ought not to be the test a 
al rases, but that there should be an authority 

‘ to. • al with cases such as phthisis, so that



“ At the last meeting of the Fulham Board of 
Guardians it was decided that the whole of the 
members of the Board should visit the Belmont, 
Workhouse on Thursday (yesterday), and that 
the local Press should be informed thereof and 
representatives invited to visit on the same 
day.” Thus runs the invitation sent to the 
Press by Mr. E. J. Mott, Clerk to the Board, 
who also encloses details of the train ride to. 
Belmont, which takes less than one hour. This 
reads very nice, no doubt: an invitation to ac- 
company the local Guardians of the Poor on a 
sort of “beano.” —:O-

In effect they say to the Press: “Come with 
ue and see what splendid work we are doing at 
Belmont, and don't forget to write it up nieelx 
and let the public know what a fine lot of 
Guardians we are! We give you a hearty invi- 
tation to come with us, but for the priceless 
privilege of accompanying us on our tour of 
inspection and mutual admiration you must 
nayvour own expenses!” The Guardians 
omitted to extend to the Press the usual cour- 
tesies expected by guests and members of the 
fourth estate, and so our readers are denied the 
inestimable privilege of reading a laudatory 
article telling them what jolly fine fellows the 
Guardians are. Instead of this, we have to ex- 
pose an exhibition of niggardliness which per 
haps might be expected from Guardians who 
were so mean as to deprive the aged 
out-poor poor of the usual " bob" given by 
nearly every authority in the country at Christ- 
mastide, and who have done other actions equally 
repugnant to the man who possesses the aves* 
age humanitarian instincts.



Secretary :—ALBERT BELL,
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Jo... Warden:
. J. SCOTT LIDGETT, M.A., D.D.

BERMONDSEY SETTLEMENT,

FARNCOMBE STREET, 

JAMAICA ROAD, S.E.

December 24th 1909

Dear Mr Lansbury,

Your letter has just reached me. I have 

been approached to speak at a Free Church Demonstration in Bow 

and Bromley. I told them I could not oppose you and they 

assured me that the meeting would be simply for enforcing the 

Free Church view on nblic questions without being for or against 

either of the two Progressive cnadidates. On this condition I 

have offered them a night but have not heard whether it has 

been accepted.

Believe me.

Yours very incer ely.

George Lansbury EsQ.
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Christutas, 1909.

Rith

George 8 Bessie Lansbury’s

Best Wishes
for

Christmas, Rew year,
and

Always.

103, St. Stephen’s Road,
Boiv, E.



LIFT up the People's banner, 
Now trailing in the dust';

A million hands are ready 
To guard the sacred trust;

With steps that never falter, 
And hearts that grow more strong, 

Till victory ends our warfare 
We sternly march along.

Through ages of oppression, 
We bore a heavy load, 

While others reaped the harvest 
From seeds the people sowed; 

Down in the earth we burrowed, 
Or fed the-furnace heats;

We felled the mighty forests, 
We built the mighty fleets.

But after bitter ages 
Of hunger and despair, 

The slave has snapped his fetters, 
And bids his foes beware;

We will be slaves no longer, 
The nations soon shall know . 

That all who live must labour, 
And all who reap must sow.

So on we march to battle, 
With souls that shall not rest 

Until the world God gave us 
is by the world possessed; 

And, filled with perfect manhood, 
In beauty it shall move— 

One heart, one home, one nation, 
• Whose king and lord is love.

Joseph Whittaker.


