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AIR. LANSBURY SAYS:
‘MONEY IS WORTHLESS

£40 A WEEK
BUT HE

CANNOT SAVE
‘^If I Have to Live on 
Old Age Pension, I 
Shall Not Worry

HIS SECRETS
MR. GEORGE LANSBURY, the 

72-year-old First Commissioner 
of Works, revealed some of the secrets 
of his life in an interview with the 
" Evening Standard ’’this afternoon.

He told of an ambition he once had 
to live a ■‘ Socialist life,” he spoke 
about his salary of £2000 a year, and 
he confessed that he was unable to save 
any money.

Ninally. he appealed again for a true 

Christian spirit in the world. That is his 
ideal-an ideal state in which there is 
nothing but love and goodwill.

“ Trotsky and other Russians,” he 
declared. " thought I was a—fool beennoo 
they believe that you can attain peace only 
by bloodshed and slaughter?’

To the question, " Does the receipt of £2000 
a year, less £400income tax, ever appear to 
you to be irreconcilable with your political and 

social views," Mr. Lansbury replied th charac- 
teristic directness.

IN THE WHIRLPOOL.
“ The question, ‘Why don’t you live a 

Socialist life ? ' has been put to me many times,” 

he said. " At one time in my life I wanted to 
live like Tolstoy. The determining factor was 
my wife and family. in Tolstoy’s case his wife 
and family were provided for, but my wife and 

family are not.
“ For that reason I have been obliged to stay 

in the competitive whirlpool, .like other people.
“ I do not claim to be better than any other 

people, except that I recognise the devilish 
struggle we are all engaged in, and I am doing 
my best to comfort my fellow men and women 
so that we may get out of that condition of 
things.

• And if you say to me ' Are you a man who 
enters into business and makes money, and 
thinks he ought to make money' all 1 can 
reply is this: Although I have had to handle, 
very considerable sums of money—some small 
sums of my own, and very large sums belong- 

' ing to other people—when my will comes to be 
read, people will discover that in some way 
or other I have not been able to keep any in 
my possession.
“ Yet, I am a teetotaler and a non-smoker. 

I very seldom go to a theatre, and my personal 
needs are not costly. But I am not an esthetic : 
I eat my meals, and get my sleep, and like a 
comfortable- chair, and comfort in travel.

" MONEY A8 MONEY------."
" The thought at the back of my mind is 

always that even if I begged my meals and was 
supplied with my whole means of life by other 
people I should not then be able to claim any 
virtue.

" Money as money has absolutely no value ot 
all in my eyes, and I don’t want anybody to 
think 1 imagine myself to be more virtuous 
than . anybody else. I am built that way.

′ If in the end I have to exist on the old 
- age pension I shall not worry and bother and 

feel upset. I shall just do it.

" What I do feel is the terrible reflection on 
modern civilisation that we have not cured the 
poverty problem. We live in the midst of plenty, 
and yet there is cruel poverty. We have all the 
power of mankind, and do not seem to be able 
to use it.
′ I believe if we had the real Christian spirit 

that made us say, ′ I will not claim anything for 
myself which I will not share with other people,’ 
we should get away from our present position.

* You cannot do this by a stroke of the pen.

PRECIPICE
LONDON

fINSIDE THE TUNNEL THERE \lS7ROOM
FOR BIG TRAMOARS: BUT OUTSIDE^?

Double-decked traru-mrs can co mg up to Southampton-row from the
Embankment by way of the enlarged Kingsupy tunnel, but th^e is retilly not 
zch room for them token they do. Even wof^keepi 

ving at a reasonable speed at the point where thox 
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TENSION IN
BOMBAY.

TROOPS MAY BE CALLED 
OUT TO-NIGHT.

(Continued on PAGE TWO.)

T
FAITH HEALING

CONVOCATION TO DISCUSS 
LAYING-ON OF HANDS.

"WAR COUNCIL” THREAT
It is likely that British troops will be called 

t in Bombay to-night and placed on duty at 
I strategic points throughout the city, says 
e Exchange. Sections of the auxiliary force 

have already been warned for duty. -
The War Council of the Bombay Provincial 

Congress Committee (pronounced by the 
Government as an unlawful association) have 
ordered a complete hartal, or day of mourning, 
to-morrow throughout the city. The committee 
threaten to stop all traffic, picket law courts, 
and to close schools, colleges, workshops, and 
mills. •

The Bombay Government (says Reuter) have, 
issued the following statement:
; ‘ The Government are making all possible 

arrangements to stop such unlawful activities, 
and to enable law-abiding citizens to proceed 
about their business without hindrance. The 
police have orders to disperse processions and 
meetings.” 7,

UNEASINESS.
| It is reported that the Governor (Sir Fredk. 
Sykes) held a prolonged conference to-day with 
the Home Member of the Government (Sir 
J. E. B. Hotson), General Weir/commanding 
the Bombay district, and the Chief of Police 
concerning the arrangements to stop the Con- 
gress activities to-morrow. /

s In spite of the Government communique there 
is considerable uneasiness. /
$ The British United Press says that 150 
Indians are reported to have been injured in a 
clash with the police at Dakor, the gathering- 
place for pilgrims inthe Kaira district of 
Gujarat. Shots were fired by the police, who 
dispersed the crowd by lathe charges.

REQUEST TO PRIMATE.
W|

th

A motion requesting the Archbishop of 
Canterbury to draw up a provisional service fer 

" laying hands upon the sick with a view to 
their recovery "‘ will be debated by the Convoca- 
tion of Canterbury (Lower House) when it 
meets on Wednesday.

The motion is to be proposed by Prebendary 
Harris, Rector of Great Malvern.
/It is urged, ‘ That inasmuch as Unction and 

Laying-on of Hands have from the earliest 
times been administered not only tothe 
physically infirm, but also to mental and nervous 
sufferers,” the needs of such sufferers should 
receive adequate recognition in the prayers 
provided and in the directions given to the 
minister.

\ REPORTS TO CONVOCATION.
Another suggestion is that to promote closer 

co-operation between the Church . and the 
medical profession. The findings and sug- 
gestions of the committee of clergy, doctors and 
psychologists, recently appointed to advise the 
Church on these matters, should be circulated 
from time to time to members of Convocation.

MAGISTRATE REBUKESA PRISON DOCTOR.
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LORD SANK. 
PEACE P INDIA.

The 90 delegates and officials of the Indi:
***** Jonference sat around the greaRound-Table 

oval table in 
St. James’s

ueen Anne's drawing-room at 
alace this afternoon to receive

the reports of the sub-committees. The Prime 
Minister presided, . and at the , opening no 

। reference s. made to the breakdown. of 
negotiatio on the Hindu-Moslem question.
| Lord Sankey (the Lord Chancellor), who was 
greeted ith cheers, said :
: " Responsibility for the Federal Government 
of India will in future rest on Indians them
selves. A small plant has just appeared above 
the surface. Do not trample on it. Give it a  
chancel Take it back to India and transplant 
it in the kindly Indian soil."

Mr. Hay Halkett, resuming the hearing of a 
remanded case at Marylebone Police I Court 
to-day, said he had received a report from Dr 
Grierson, of Brixton Prison, which stated that 
the prisoner denied committing the alleged
offence. \ '

“ I did not ask him for that information,” 
said the magistrate, “ and it is not his business 

admits or denies it. Into tell me if the man
30 years’ experience I have never seen such a

thing.”'
Mr. R. E.

absurd.
Mr. : 

man.

Seaton (for the police).—It is

Hay Halkett.—He has not to try the

601 
not

TOBACCO SHOP RAID.
to-day thieves broke into the tobac- 

..... J.. shop of Messrs. Finlay at Walham 
Green, S.W., and escaped with tobacco and

Early 
conist's

cigarettes worth £100.
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WHY HE RAIDED
HIS MONEY-BOX. |

The Head Sister of King’s Col-' 
lege Hospital, Denmark-hill, S.E., | 
presented to the chairman over ( 
£800 which the nurses had col- | 
lected among themselves to save 
a ward being closed. .

A little boy who was looking on 
at the ceremony cried out. Why, j 
that’s my Nurse Wheeler.” 1

When told that the nurses had 
saved the money themselves, he | 
went home. A few minutes later 

"he Returned with his money-box, 
and emptied the contents, 10s. 4d., 
into the nurse’s hand. .

MR. LANSBURY 
(Continued from PAGE ONE.)

of course. And if we were able to do it to-
morrow you would not get all men dead level, 
“here cannot be a dead level. We are all built 
differently. :

- WHY DO THEY STEAL?
" If the advantages of co-operating, of work- 

ing with one another, were realised, there would 
be an end to all this fighting against one another 
to-day. Why do people in my end of London 
thieve or go wrong in other ways occasionally? 
Sometimes they want to go to a theatre or in a 
motorcar or buy nice clothing. I maintain that 
with a co-operative spirit of goodwill there 
would be no such impulses.
“ On the other hand I do not want it to be 

thought that I believe the mere satisfaction of 
material needs would immediately cure all the 
moral evil. That is not so, because we are the 

I product of centuries. And for the same reason 
it may take centuries to produce an ideal system 
of life.

“ What we have to do to-day is to start on 
that road. We want to get away from all the 
bickering and the squabbling and the mean 
trickery that there is against one another to-day.

« In this it is the obviouS duty of the Church 
to take the lead and to fulfil the ideals for 
which it s3tands.>i

u I AM A CHRISTIAN.”. |
« When I speak of the Church or of religion 

I have in mind no creed. I am a Christian, but 
I respect the belief of all other people.What 
matters is not your breed or your possession of 
religion as such, but the manner in which you 
distinguish right from wrong, ai
‘ You can go right back to the, Chinese 

philosophers, and the one message they ill gave 
was that the conquering force in the would that 
would bring happiness to mankind was lore. Not 
areenn thought of domination instead.
Bgo fe (=--= r

eed a pyrvneue vitual. 01 tall 
B a cororate ideal to which all c)u look 
Berd, but the attainment of that must be 
through the individual. That is why I am so 
terrified when I see the demoralisation of the 
young ■ through unemployment. -
"I am at times terrified for the future, but 
I have such a faith in our race that I think we 
shall find a way out." . -

Asked whether love and goodwill could be 
relied upon in the future to settle a miners’ 
strike, Mr. Lansbury replied :

" While a competitive system of one set of 
employers against another set at home or 
abroad exists, the application of Christian ethics 
is impossible. There must be a transformation 
of competitive industry into a co-operative in- 
dustry. If only we Socialists had stuck to the 
word ‘ co-operation ’ I am certain we should not 
meet with the opposition of to-day."

A MISTAKE TO LET 
SHOP-LIFTERS CO.”

" It is mistaken kindness to let shop-lifters 
go,” said Mr. Hay Halkett, the Marylebone 
magistrate to-day. " It would be far better for 
shopkeepers, the public and those who might be 
tempted to become shop-lifters to make it an 
iron rule to prosecute.’

Before him was Annie Pearce, aged 42, a 
widow with two ‘children, of Deans-way, Edg- 
ware, Middlesex, who was remanded on a 
charge of stealing a pair of women’s shoes and 
two Swiss rolls from one West End store, and a 
child’s coat from another.

At Lambeth, Mrs. Kate Osborn Legrand, aged 
38, of' Vicarage-road, Camberwell, S.E., was 
remanded, bail being allowed, charged with 
stealing a petticcat at a Peckham firm’s sale. 
She denied the offence.

TAXATION BURDENS
CRUSHING TRADE.

‘CRUCIFIED ON THE CROSS OF 
NATIONAL EXTRAVAGANCE.’ 

\ ------  
SIR F. LEWIS.

MOUNTING MILLIONS OF 
"DOLE" DEBT.

“ The American orator Mr. W. J. Bryan 

[at the time of the great currency con- 

troversy] once said this world was being 

crucified on the cross of gold. I am some- 

times inclined to think that the industries of 

this country are being crucified on the cross 

of national extravagance. " \

This statement was made to-day by Sir

Frederick Lewis, who presided in the ab- 

sence of the chairman, Mr. Frank Houlder,
Lt the ordinary general meeting of. the 
Houlder Line, Ltd. \
| Sir Frederick said that he agreed witr 
Lord Inchcape that it was essential that 
there should be some reduction in national 

expenditure.
t " To me," he continued, " one of the most 
distressing features of recent political develop- 
ment was the appointment of a Royal Commis- 
sion to consider the working of the Unemploy- 
ment Insurance Act."
S While the Royal Commission was investigat- 
ing the question the fund continued to run into 
debt at the rate of 30 or 40 millions a year.

Heavy taxation was largely the cause of 
increased costs of production.

INSURANCE FUND DEBT
MAY REACH £100,000,000.

: The prospect that—in submitting any scheme 
by which the Unemployment Insurance Fund 
might be made solvent—-the members of the 
Commission might have to deal with a debt of 
£100,000,000 was mentioned by Mr. F. G. 
Bowers, the Accountant-general of the Ministry 
of Labour, when he continued to-day his evi- 
dence before the Royal Commission which is 
considering the subject.
। Mr. Bowers said that the Exchequer contribu- 
tions under the - insurance scheme for the cur- 
relit year at £37,000,000 represented in income 

tax about 7d. or 8d. ju the pound.

PRISON FOR MUSICIAN^ 
ON CHARGES O" FRAUD.

Ronald Henry P’get,. a 25-year-ofd musici,—
pleaded guilty at the Old Bailey to-day to nine
charges of obtaining money by false pretences 
from musicians. He was sent to prison for six 
months with hard labour.
i Mr. J. F. Eastwood, prosecuting, said that 
Paget became acquainted' with a band, and, tell- 
ig them he had been appointed musical .-- 
tor at a Shanghaihotel, said that he would pay 
them £17 or £18 a week in Shanghai. Several 
of the men parted with their last £5, as Paget 
said that he had to pay commission to an agent.

Detective-sergeant Faires said that when the 
first complaint concerning the bogus engage- 
ments were received Paget was touring in India 
and China in " Journey’s End," in which he 
played the part of Mason. : He had been a pro- 
fessional pianist.

TRAMCAR PASSENGERS 
“SCARED” BY ACCIDENT.

A verdict of. Accidental Death was recorded 
at an inquest at Friern Barnet. N., to-day on 
Albert Henry Howe, aged 42, of Hey sham-road, 
Tottenham, N., a member of " The Roosters" 
concert party, well known to wireless listeners, 
who died after falling from a tramcar at East 
Finchley on Sunday.

The tramcar conductor said that Mr. Howe % 
came down the stairs rather hurriedly. He 
seemed to lose his balance and dive into the 
roadway. The car was not jerking.
> The conductor added that when he rang the 
emergency bell the car stopped in twice its 
length. The lower deck was full of passengers, 
but after the accident they left hurriedly.

Dr. Cohen (the Coroner) said that it was 
unfortunate that people who could have been 
valuable witnesses got scared and ran away after 
the accident.
-------------------------------------------

GREAT BOOM IN
WIRELESS.

SUCCESS OF THE PRESS 
ADVERTISING CAMPAIGN.
To the Editor of the if Evening Standard.1*’

An official of the Radio Manufacturers’ Asso- 

ciaiton writes :— .
Sir,—During the. year that is past the radio 

industry spent more than £1,000,000 in Press 

advertising. During the same period the turn- 

over of the industry has increased by nearly 
40 per cent, on the previous year. ■

As a result of a careful survey of the trading 
operations represented by those two facts, and 

scientific market research, I have come to the 
definite conclusion that newspaper advertising 
is vastly superior to any other form of sales 
promotion.

The investment of one million pounds during 
the past year has yielded dividends in the shape 
of business to the extent of a total of sixteen 
million pounds.

As my association includes all the leading 
British radio and radio-component manufac- 
turers, it is obvious that the members are careful 
only to adopt the most productive form of sales- 
promotion. I consider that to be Press adver- 
tising.

In view of this letter it is worthy of note that 
the " Evening Standard " carried more columns 
of wireless advertising throughout 1928, 1929, 
and 1930 than any other London evening news- 
paper. .

Now 
in its 
12th

WEEK.

9 HOWARD HUGHIES’ % 
THRILLING AIR SPECTACLE

" The flying scenes are the most 
amazingly vivid and spectacular, 
yet screened"

—Daily Mirror, i

DAILY 2.30: 8.30.Sundays 6.0 and 8.30. 

All seats bookable from 2/4. Gerr. 0704:

LONDON PAVILION j

Thierry
SALE NOW ON

Tan Grain Golf Shoe.
Leather or Uskide sole. A really 90-A 
good shoe. Reduced from 35/- 40/7

SPECIAL PURCHASE.
Men’s GOLF HOSE in an immensejj.. 
variety, of patterns and colours. T/1 •

. Usual prices 8/11 to 12/9.

All guaranteed perfect.

Grips till it’s gone!
A HIKER WRITES:

air, and they 
don’t t ir e 
your feet.”

" Just 1 ike

The wonder sole for golfers. 
Brings the confidence of . a 
firm foothold to improve 
every game.
Worn by thousands in daily 
wear for extra comfort and 
extra wear.

70, REGENT ST., W.1.
48, Gresham Street, E.C.2 

Also at 47, Sussex Place, S.W.7,

PHILLIPS “
DUIRAGRIP

RUBBER SOLES
From all bootmakers. Fixed by 

the famous Phillips System.

—GWR —
MONDAY, JANUARY 19.

F.A. CUP, 3rd ROUND—2nd REPLAY,
Charlton Athletic V. West Bromwich Albion, 

at Villa Park, Birmingham, •
EXPRESS RESTAURANT-CAR HALP-DAY 

EXCURSION TO BIRMINGHAM.
• RETURN FARE Bl:

s. PADDINGTON dap. 11.18 a.m,
" Birmingham arr. 1.20 p.m.

Return from Birmingham 6.50 p.m., Paddington
s -arrive 9.25 p.m. - wh.;

% JAMES MILNE, General Manager.

ami: -...... . . .. - - w -



22nd January, 1931.

Dear Mr. Carlile,

I have written just what I think. If you 

feel it is not an answer to your request, or that it 

is too vague, put it in the waste paper basket.

When we come to remedies, I can only say 

" Co-operation”, which for me is "Socialism" , which 

is also practical Christianity.

All good wishes

c

J.C. Garlile, Esq., C.H., C.B.E., 
4, Southampton Row,

W.C. 1



You ask me - "What can Christians do in a 
practical sense to help the hard-driven, stricken and 
underpaid workers, the unemployed, and all the other 
victims of our social and industrial life?" 
Some one also has asked me - "Do you believe in prayer?" 
This last question is easily answered in the affirmative. 
Prayer is the innermost expression of our thoughts, to 
ourselves and to that great universal almighty power we 
know as God.

You, like myself, must often feel uneasy and dis
traught when faced with those who fling themselves before 
you, thrusting their penury and want at you as a sign of 
reproach. All sorrow and suffering is not caused by 
industrial or social wrong doing, but it is true that 
industrial and commercial life based on fighting for our 
daily bread, creates most evil in the world.
It is our way of seeing things that really matters. Once 
we believe in Christ as the guiding teacher and controller 
of life, then, like St. Francis, who kissed the leper 
because he saw Christ in the disease-stricken body of the 
afflicted one, we, too, shall see God in our fellow men 
and women. If, at present, we see no solution, we must 
pray for knowledge, wisdom and understanding, so that we 
may explain to our own consciences why, in the midst of 
plenty, there is poverty; why, with each development of 
science, tens of thousands of people are thrown out of work; 
and why people who toil long hours and long years at manual 
labour, remain poor and depressed to the end of their days.

All of us need more understanding minds. That 
intuitive knowledge that comes direct from God Himself, and 
which enables us to see ourselves in our brother man. This 
was the outstanding characteristic of Our Lord’s life. 
He saw His own nation in the woman of Samaria: He suffered 
with the destitute and hungry on the shores of the lake: He 
became a little child when He saw the children rebuked 
because they wanted to touch Him. All through His daily 
walks and talks in the Holy Land, He entered into the

lives
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lives of the people.

Do not forget that Our Lord, though he proclaimed 
the truth that "Man does not live by bread alone”, also 
recognised and taught by deeds that He knew man could not 
live without food.

Prayer, thought, experience, call these what you 
may, all teach me that industrial and social evil is 
caused through the strife, chicanery and competition of 
everyday life, and yet it is true to say that every step 
along the road upward from our lower stages of existence 
has always been based on service and co-operation.

Many of you who read this do not agree with me - 
neither your prayers nor your reason lead you to what is my 
conclusion of the whole matter. But you dare not leave it 
there. If we who base our Socialism on Christian ethics 
are wrong, you who think the present system right, must find 
a way out of the morass which compels millions of our 
brothers and sisters to live a miserable existence on public 
or private charity. Our Lord’s message rings in our ears, 
simple, all pervading and true, "Do unto others as ye would 
they should do unto you”. If we believe in Him and His 
teaching, then we dare not accept as final the economic 
situation which faces us. I repeat, if people like myself 
are wrong, it is up to the rest of you to work out the 
solution for yourselves. Do you also remember the other 
great saying ’’Love thy neighbour as thkyself" and the 
parable of the rich young man? If any of you who read this 
live comfortable lives, come away at times from your ease 
and comfort, come into the midst of these stricken ones 
(who you will find in all parts of our great industrial 
cities), look at their lives as if they were your own, help 
them to understand the true significance of the gospel of 
discontent, and carry into their lives the love which 
enables you to see them as your equals. You will find some 
ugly, nasty lives where the poor live, as you will where 
your own life is spent, but as you pass in and out think of 
those noble words "There, but for the grace of God, go I”. 
These thoughts will enable you at least to shew yourself as

one
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one striving to follow in His steps who went about doing 
| good, and who was never content to see individuals suffering 

hunger and pain and just to talk about it. He used His 
powers to help all in need. His was no message of other- 
worldliness, His was a gospel of love based on action, or 
action based on love. Reverently but robustly, we must 
try to follow Him.

I write and speak as I do, to myself as well as 
t to you. Forms and ceremonies have become small in my life, 

but truth compels me to say that, as my years lengthen 
and draw to a close, the fiercest belief gets hold of me 
that this civilisation (now about 1,000 years old) in our 
land, is doomed unless we can overcome our neglect of the 
gospel of Christ which teaches us how to live. I therefore 
feel that politicians, laws and organisations are only a 
make-believe for the one thing needed, which is compete

* conversion — a new birth, new light on the way, simple 
straight and clear like the little maid’s message to Naaman 
to wash his sore smitten body in Jordan. Naaman rebelled, 
but in the end he bowed his stubborn will, washed and was 
cleansed.. So it is with us. Love one another, follow after 
Christ, live in peace and harmony, each one helping the 

• other, asking no favour and no privilege above what we will 
concede and give to our neighbour, this alone, in practice, 
can save us, and whether my way of co-operative social 
effort is the right way or not, it is up to you to find out 
what is the solution, because though the evil is solid the 
remedy lies in individuals realising personal responsibility.

| . If religion, if civilisation, is not to be once 
again blotted out, then Christians must find a more 
excellent way. Don’t leave off reading and say this is 
either too hard, too easy or too much in the sky. Get your 
mind right and think, and think, which is the way of prayer? 

‘ seek the guidance which is promised you, and then follow 
the light wherever it may lead -

. "He has sounded forth the trumpet which shall never call 
retreat 

He is searching out the hearts of men before God’s 
judgment seat, 

Be swift my soul to answer Him, be jubilant my feet,
Our God is marching on."
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Be sure the God we worship is served in the fields, 
by the sea, in the street and in the market place, in fact 
wherever men and women learn to do His will by doing little 
or big acts of kindness and love to one another, and work 
together to bring joy and happiness into the lives of all. 
You have to find out, in co-operation with your fellows, 
how to prove that the kingdom of God is attainable here on 
earth. Prayer alone is not enough. Faith is not enough. 
Love and Love alone is the conqueror, because Love is of God 
Also remember, however much we as individuals may fail - and 
I fail as often as any one - Truth is Truth, and Right is 
Right.

The Editor, 
"Baptist Times”

4, Southampton Row, 
W.C. 1



Rat. (=) 16th 31.

My dear Lansbury,

I was very gratified to receive your frank and cordial 

letter. It only reached me today. It indicates that there is 

some prospect of clearing up the atmosphere of suspicion which 

has hitherto confused and hindered cooperation between progressive 

minds in both our parties. I propose to reply to you in the same 

spirit of good will and complete candour.

The great majority of our party are in accord with yours on 

the general lines of advance for the next ten years. The differences

are not vital and can easily be adjusted. It will be time enough 

to determine the programme for the following decade when we come 

within sight of completing our present taaks. I am for the 

learning and of account the possibility that economic development 

throughout the world may drive us all to revise our ideas. The 

ou.tl ook is al armi ng.

I Quite agree. with you that attacks and counterattacks which 

a lack of understanding between us inevitably provokes weakens and 

imperils the chances of fulfilling our common policy. Anything
(PElog 7

which prevents these misconceptions would be of advantage to us both. 

I have given a pari iamentary undertaking on behalf of myself and 

my colleagues that we will give real support to the governments© L_, 
any effective plan they put forward and press through to carry out 

the unemployment proposals sketched out .in Labour and the Nation. So 

far we have been given no chance of implementing our pledge. We



o tel L(3( E/ Vas Ley Ge-ov*
/Gn.n

Z che AxeibRio AdDe(a. Bill that you know the problem of the lower, 
worker better than any living man. I have been brought up amongst 

the country workers, that is why Qeduows Bill gave me greet joy. 

By the way A: and I had passed through a real bad quarrel, that did 

not prevent my hailing his first Bill with delight.

* As to the best method of ensuring cooperation I should like to

speak freely. "Coming over” is not the best way to help. It would 

antagonize millions of Liberals with hereditary party loyalties, who 

-" otherwise would gladly support any government from another party provided 
‘carried through a 601 d programme for the reconditioning of Britain.

I am sure I can render more effective assistance to a government of 

energetic action by remaining where I am. If the government go ahead 

fearlessly with measures for the redemption of their electral

* promises on unemployment they will not be turned out by your Earty, so 

far as I can forecast events. And when the dissolution comes then 

through the agency of the CCCCefive vote there will be such 

cooperation at the polls as will ensure a fresh opportunity for a 

progressive government/ to complete the real programme upon which we are 

agreed. , , 
(Goal
Secondly I have had enough of office. Seventeen years is 

‘ just as much as anyone can put up with. Like yourself I am no v mainly 

concerned with spending the remainder of my life and strength in 
Ulec, cw) 

advancing years a causwhich I was brought up to believe in. Despite 
w el

the ’’opportunism’’ of—■hope is one of the temptations and necessities 

of office and now and again deflects every man from his duty I have 

always sincerely striven to do my best for the class from which I sprang. 

As an i~2/ member I am confident I can now be more helpful to that 

I • class. I can and will give effective assi stance • to the Government - 



if they mean business.

At present I am genuinely perplexed and disappointed by 

the stickiness of some of your colleagues. They are always 

finding reasons for not 1 oing things. They are too easily scared 

by obstacles and interests. Unless you can inpoulets/ them 

with some of your faith and courage your party and ours will 

be landed in an overwhelming catastrophe.

Yours sincerely.

D. Lloyd George



THE CHRISTIAN SOCIALIST CRUSADE
-are"e”nn*""7 President : Rt. Hon. GEORGE LANSBURY, M.P.

Vice-Presidents : Rev. A. D. BELDEN, B.D., and Rev. Canon F. L. DONALDSON. ( 1
Chairman : Dr. SOMERVILLE HASTINGS, M.P.

Hon. Secretary:
Rev. REGINALD SORENSEN, M.P.

Hon. Treasurer;
CECIL WILSON, M.P.

Hon. Organising Secretary:
A. L. WAGLAND, 

“ Woodend,” 
West Drive, 

Harrow Weald, 
Middlesex.

Executive :

Walter Ayles, M.P.
Rev. James Barr, M.P.

H. H. Elvin

Fred Gould, M.P.

J. Hudson, M.P.

Fred Hughes
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Owen A. Rattenbury

Rev. T. W. Roff

Dr. A. Salter, M.P.
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ONLY THE ADDRESS TO BE 

WRITTEN HERE,

o AND
O

Xife, /(ealth & happiness
THE WONDER BIRDS.

O little birds so wonderful, - 
That nest among the trees. 

Who chatter there with joy so full, 
Trying your best to please.

Close by the Dell, within Hyde Park, 
Where bunnies run and sit.

From early morn till it is dark, 
Your lightsome bodies flit, 

For crumbs of bread you upward fly, 
And soar upon the wing. 

To catch the pieces deftly try, 
Which many to you fling, 

Feeding upon the open hand.
You cluster fast, and cling.

Quite fearlessly you take your stand, 
As if it’s just the thing, 

May spirits of the angels bless, 
Keep you from every foe;

. As roaming cats,* and hawks possess, 
A love for you —I know 1

“Ye are of more value than many sparrows,”
God is everywhere. manifesting in many 

degrees — working for the welfare of all. the 
Giver of all true life, health, and peace.Upholder 
of all Truth — the knowledge of which lived up 
to. is perfect life in His Kingdom on Earth, 
as in Heaven.
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FROM

D., C. H. GRINLING,

71, RECTORY PLACE,

WOOLWICH, S.E.18

Station, Woolwich Dockyard, Southern Rly.

T ((4

20th. Feb. 3,

TT 43711

My dear Lansbury,

My love and greeting on your day.

You are a great inspiration to us all, and I am one of the 

very grateful ones.

Yours always,
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, POWIS ROAD, BOW, E. 3.

Bank. 147, Moorgate Street, E.C. 2.

Architect: C. Cowles-Voysey, Esq.
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Jewish CHARITABLE AID Society
--------141 138). R2‘. ■ Hon. President: S. BUTCHINS,------------------------

Headquarters: G, LINCOLN STREET, BOW, LONDON, E.S.
All communications to M. Van GELDER, Secretary, 46, Merchant : tieet, I ow, E.3
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JWN./
Telegraphic Adaress: "LABREPCOM, PARL, LONDON.”

' i {g/ for detio,.-==-=---- Telephone: VICTORIA 8016, 8017. 8018. 801

THE LABOUR PARTY
Hon. Sacretarg:

Rt. Hon. ARTHUR HENDERSON, M.P.
Assistant Secretary: J. S. MIDDLETON.

TRANSPORT HOUSE (South Block),

SMITH SQUARE, LONDON, S.W.I.





Borough of Poplar
-exaoanrensenw Aansentnor***,#** 

and cast Condor Labour Football League.
Presidents: Hon. Sec. & Treas :

RT. Hon. G. LANSBURY, M.P. 
ALD. A. PARTRIDGE, J.P.

Chairman : 
Geo. MILLS, Esq.

Mr. E FARRANT,

151, ST. STEPHEN’S ROAD, 
BOW, E. 3.
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Mvs . krenk lhurt’s.
C • Dovetkm taoremn)

Proprietors of the Drytone patent processes for colouring woodwork without stain.

g"llilliiiiiiiiiiI IiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiIliiiiiiidiiiii/i3—/——“ 

| Robert O. Mennell s 
| Malcolm Sparkes | 
1 Dorothy Thurtle I

E. L. Parr
^iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiuiiiitiiig

DRYTONE
LIMITED

Designers and Makers of Distinctive Woodwork
Silver Medal, Paris, 1925

gniHiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiuiiiiiiimiHiiiiiiiuiHiiii^

| Drytone Doors s 
Shopfitting 
Panelling 
Staircases 
Furniture

SiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiHUiiiiiiiini^

DRYTONE HOUSE
65 High Street

CAMDEN TOWN, N.W.l 
Museum 9938

2o. 2 3‘.





BEST WISHES 
our Cirtka

•*r 83/93/ 
J/TOTHE MINISTERS 
THE WHITECHAPEL 
MISSION







Bow Central Hall Mission,
BRUCE ROAD, BOW, E.3.

2/4.

Deaconess: 
SISTER WINIFRED, 

67, Campbell Road, 
Bow, E.3.

Minister: 
REV. HARRY WILLIAMS, 

41, Addington Road, 
Bow, E.3.

(0.
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, MR. LANSBURY (by Low) is 72 to-day. wre
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SP Law /-eat Purr.

46 Mount Street, 
London, W. 1.

23rd February, 1931.

Dear Mr Lansbury,

I have taken a note in my birthday book 

that you celebrated your birthday on the 21st. I wish 

I had known before hand so that I could have had my 

letter and birthday card waiting for you.

I now pleasure myself by sending you a 

copy of "The Teacher”, the model of whihh Mr Pegram 

had in the Royal Academy the year before last. I 

hope you will hang this in your bedroom where I have 
mine hung.. I hope you will care for it. “I

I trust the New Year upon which you have 

so recently entered will be a healthy happy one for 

you and all dear to you.

Times are very difficult and all those in 

Office have a terrible load to carry. I am not a 

politician, but I do wish the —— ervatives and the



Liberals would join and so bring greater peace to s 
Great Britain. If things go on as at present we soon 

will not know where we stand. ■ It will be too sad for 

words if men like Sir John Simon and others leave the 

Liberal Party, but I feel sure they are doing so after 

dux deliberation and consideration. I wish so many of 

the arrogant people were not so troublesome.

You are one of those who all the time are 

working for the good of the young and of the poor, 

which all of us who have common sense thanyou for. 

My sister reads aloud to me the papers each morning am 

to hear what you propose further doing is very 

encouraging and I hope you will get the monetary help 

to carry out your wishes. I trust the four leaf 

shamrock is still bringing you the success you deserve

Joined by my sister in all best wishes and 

with apologies for length of letter,

Very sincerely yours,



(3- 
Ce?‘1> 

23.11.31.
3.*6 * di —Tet—2. - * 1 LPE
worerrr" . - --------------------------------- 

Dear Lady Pirrie ,
You are very kind to so graciously 

remember my birthday. I will read the book 
with pleasure and instruction. The picture will 
go in my bedroom and give pleasure to my wife 
and myself as we see it day by day. So please 
accept my grateful thanks.

Yes, I still wear the Shamrock 
Orange symbol of unity, brotherhood and love. 
Luck is a fickle sort of friend but often comes 
our way when leas t expe cte d.

Times are out of joint, but mankind 
is wiser than ever, and so will get through the 
present muddle. xaxkxxaxsakxzxpEa Having solved 
production we shall surely solve the difficulties 
connected with distribution. There is more than 
enough goodwill, love and commonsense in the 
world to enable us to overtake the follies of 
stupid people.

1 hope you are very well and 
once more send you my best thanks , and with all 
good wishes remain.

Always,

Ge orge Lans bury. 
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(M. C. HANSEN).

COAL, COKE, IRON & STEEL 
MERCHANTS, 

GENERAL AGENTS.

TELEPHONES :— 

MIDDLESBROUGH,] 2914. 
PRIVATE : Castleton, 13.

15. DURHAM STREET,

MIDDLESBROUGH-ON-TEES.

TELEGRAMS :— 

«MACOSEN," MIDDLESBROUGH.

CALC







HANSEN & CO.
M. C. HANSEN.

COAL. COKE, IRON & STEEL 
MERCHANTS, 

GENERAL AGENTS.

TELEPHONES :— 

MIDDLESBROUGH, 2914. 

private : CASTLETON, 13.

15. DURHAM STREET, 

MIDDLESBROUGH-ON-TEES.
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FLORIDA
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f ^OPLAR’S NEW LIBRARYm POLITICAL ul)
C AND 9) .

“touldyc./CABINET MINISTER AND FAMOUS
Mu-l AUTHOR.

EXCHANGE BOW MEMORIES. L.
A famous author who was born, lived his early life1 and married ir 

Bow, came back to the neighbourhood on Saturday afternoon last to take 
part in the proceedings which marked the opening of the new Library a 
Fairfoot-road, Bow. He was Mr. H. M. Tomlinson, the author of “Gallion: 
Reach" and "All Our Yesterdays." He has often written of Poplar, but the
mention of his early connection with 
on Saturday.

the Borough was news to some presen

The Library stands upon a site occu- 
pied by houses which were demolished 
by a bomb dropped from a Zeppelin 
during an air raid whilst the Great 
War was in progress. The Mayor of 
Poplar (Councillor T. J. Blacketer, 
J.P., L.C.C.) opened the new library. 
Among those present were the 
Rt. Hon. George Lansbury, M.P., Mr. 
Sam March, M.P., Mr. E. Cruse, L.C.C., 
Alderman Mrs. Lambert, Councillors 
A. Overland, Jones, and Mrs. Harris, 
Mr. H. E. Dennis (Town Clerk), Mr. 
W. E. Nicholls (Deputy Town Clerk), 
Mr. Bullen (Borough Librarian), Mr. 
Thorne, Mr. H. Rowlatt, Rev.' A. 
Bailey, Rev. Fitkin, and Mr. Harley 
Heckford (Borough Surveyor) who 
designed the building.
Dreams Come True.

Councillor Mrs. Mackay, the Chair- 
man of the Libraries Committee, said 
that she desired to extend on behalf 
of the members of the -Committee, a 
very hearty welcome to all present. 
The establishment of that library had 
made the. dreams which many local 
people had held for thirty years, come 
true. I The late Alderman, Charles 
Sumner was never tired of demanding 
a public library for that side of the 
Borough, but until the present time 
Circumstances had proved too strong. 
Until the year 1919 the law did not per- 
mit any authority to levy a rate of 
more than a penny for library pur- 
poses. As in those days a penny rate 
only produced £3,000, it was only by 
the exercise of the most rigid economy 
that the four existing libraries could

on up-to-date lines, and their peopi 
would have free access to the selec 
tions of the world’s best literature.

It was not enough to buy books and 
store them. A library was a place 
where there was a wisely selected lis 
of books, made easily accessible to th 
unlearned as well as the learned: Tha 
ideal had ever been kept in view b 
those responsible for the Library pre 
gress in their Borough.

Poplar was a pioneer in encourag 
ing school children to make regula 
use of the libraries in their midst, and 
probably the only Borough in Lon 
don where regular lectures on the us 
of the libraries were given to children 
in their last term at school. i" 
“From Better To Better.”
Mr. George Lansbury said that the 
first thing he would like to do would 
be to congratulate the Librarian and 
the Borough Engineer and Survey 
on the arrangement of that building 
It seemed to him that they, went iron 
better to better. , They had recenil.

be mainta:
efficiency.

ied with any degree - of 
In 1919 the Publigm ib-

nd
what was cumgeomeenib. 
rary services. Things, were, how- 
ever, very dimcui in all directions, 
and despite increased powers many 
municipalities were unable to take ad- 
vantage of them. Only in recent days 
had the establishment of a public 
library in that part of the Borough 
been a practical proposition. Notwith- 
standing the fact that there were five 
libraries in the Borough, people from 
the Devons-road area sent claims for a 
library in their midst, because of the 
inaccessibility of Bow and Bromley 
people, who were cut off by the cavil 
and the railway, which made it neces- 
sary to make a long detour to get to 
the existing libraries. This was a 
serious matter so far as the children 
were concerned, and parcels of books 
had been placed in Knapp-road School 
so that the boys and girls might have 
some reading matter at their disposal. 
This work had been supplemented by 
a very excellent library maintained by 
Miss Clara Grant at her settlement. 
She intended continuing this activity 
particularly in the interests of the 
younger children.
A Memento Key.

I Mr. Harley Heckford, the Borough 
Surveyor, said that as one responsible 
to the Council for the erection of that 
building by, direct labour, he had 
much pleasure in presenting the 
Mayor with a key as a memento of 
that occasion.
I Councillor T. J. Blacketer, J.P., 
L.C.C., then read letters of apology 
from Miss Ishbel MacDonald, L.C.C., 
Rev. W. E. Clapham, Miss Muriel 
Lester, and Rev. Miss Mary Collins, 
regretting inability to attend. He 
commented upon the fact that he was 
described upon the programme as 
“Councillor T. J. Blacketer, L.C.C.," 
and said he supposed the officials of 
theCouncil felt everything would be 
all right, despite the fact that there 
was an L.C.C. ele ition on. (Laughter). 
He wished, on behalf of his comrade 
Mr. Cruse and himself, to thank the 
people of Bow and Bromley for again 

■putting their faith in them and send- 
ing them to be their representatives 
upon the L.C.C. for the next three 
years. The result was really remark- 
able, because it showed that of every 
our people in Bow and Bromley who 
went to vote, three of them voted for 
their policy.It showed that the 
longer Labour represented Bow and 

romiey, the more people would go to 
the poll for them and less for the other 
side.

Photo by— ‘
The new library opened at F.

A Scheme Completed.
With the opening of that building 

the Council might be said to have 
completed its scheme of public library 
service. There were now six libraries 
and no resident lived more than half a 
mile from one of the buildings. Higher 
provision was not made in any Lon- 
don Borough, and few had the pro- 
vision made there. It remained for 
the people of the Borough to reap full 
benefit from the rich library resources 
now so readily placed at their dis- 
posal. The remodelling of Bow Lib- 
rary was long overdue. Plans were 
approved two or three years ago, and 
everything was ready as soon as 
present difficulties were overcome.

At Poplar Library, the Council was 
about to go ahead with a scheme for 
providing improved accommodation 
for children, whereby they could have 
direct access to the shelves. When 
those changes had been accomplished 
all their buildings would be working

opened a Library at the Wick, and he 
had said that was too small, and he 
would not be satisfied until they had 
a larger building. They would re- 
member that in Venice they built 
palaces to live in. In England to-day, 
slums were created for , people to live 
in, and fine public buildings. He 
was all in favour of building good 
public buildings, adequate and not at’ 
all mean, but he hoped that people 
would say that, if it was right to have 
a nice big building for a library, it 
would be right'to have a nice big 
room for their "children-to sleepin. i 
. (Applause). He did think the people 
of the district rose above their sur- 
roundings and found an ideal if 
something beautiful-was put in front 
of them. He congratulated the Mayor 
on his part in helping to bring about 
the erection of the building, and the 
Committee on having the work done 
in the fashion in which it had been 
done. They were glad to have Mr. 
Tomlinson with them that day. They 
had doubtless read his books. He had 
read many of them, and many a 
beautiful article, both during and be. 
fore the war, and since. He belonged 
to Bromley-by-Bow, and he remem- | 
bered long conversations' with him 
beforethe war, and he had been 
struck by his understanding and love 
of London. ‘
A Memory Of Charlie Sumner.

Mr. Sam March said that the work 
done at that spot was a great recogni- 
tion of the agitation and the work put 
in by many of the Labour members of 
the Borough Council. He had never, 
while he was on the Borough Council, 
heard any of those who had learning 
or knowledge,. advocating for those 
who had not got it. A great tribute 
had been paid to his late colleague, I 
Charlie Sumner, with whom, in the 
year 1903, he was elected to the 
Council to represent the adjoining 
ward. He agitated, bus he did not get 
all that he required. He was even 
told he was “one crying in the wilder- 
ness." He could not make a great 
impression on the other people there, 
but he carried on, and when he was 
taken from them his work never 
stopped. He supported the expression 
of thanks to the Mayor.

The Mayor, responding, said he was 
thankful that Library was in Bromley 

South West Ward, one which he had 
represented on the Council for twelve 
years. They would have to come be- 
fore them at the end of the year for 
re-election, and he had no fear. It 
gave them a great pleasure to repre- 
sent them, and serve the people of 
the Borough in which they resided. | 
His Claim In Bow.

Mr. H. M. Tomlinson, said that he 
might be asked what was his claim
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“MR. GEORGE LANSBURY AT  %sa-)muu; CAMBRIDGE

Unionism and the 
Workers’ Struggle

could take some sort of credit to them- 
selves from the fact that the question of 
India was in the position it was. He re: 
membered Indians being brought to 18 
meetings by members of their organise- 
tion and taken up and down the country 
to try and make British People under-

IMPORTANCE OF INDIA

Loyalty of Local 
“Outpost”

Mr. George Lansbury, M.P., First Com- 
missioner of Works, visited Cambridge on 
Saturday night and attended the annual

-dinner of the Cambridge Branch, No.1, of 
C the National Union of General and Muni- 

cipal Workers at the Dorothy Care. the 
2 occasion was to celebrate the 42nd anni- 

versary of the Union and the l7th, anni- 
versary, of the Branch.

Mr. Lansbury, in the course of h13 
3 speech, made a stirring appeal to the mem- 

bers. He also asked for loyalty, and re- 
ferred to the problem of India, saying that 

-. much more would be heard of it in the 
- coming months. , ,,
_ Bro. A. W. Mason was in the chair, sup- 

ported by Mr. Lansbury, Dr. Alex Wood, 
. Bro. S. J. Wright (district secretary), 
g ; Bro. F. Brasher (branch secretary), Aid.

W. L. Briggs and Bro. C. E. Knight. (or- 
ganiser).

PREVENTION AND CURE.
Ald. Briggs proposed the toast of "The 

National Union of General and Municipal 
Workers, London District.” He said that 
the Union had done a most wonderful 
work. People, who cured disease were look- 

jaaged upon with great respect, but the mem- 
bers of the Union prevented disease. It 

. .was said that prevention was better than 
"cure. They should take pride in the great 
-Union and realise the great value to the 

' J community that their members represent- 
ed. He believed the members of the Union 
had done as much or more to build the 
standard of life as any other union. . The 
people depended on them.

wj. He coupled with the toast the name of 
Bro. Lansbury—a man they respected and 

“ire loved. Bro. Lansbury had done the great 
• thing all great men did—he had always 

_ been honest and simple. He had not at- 
I tempted to reach the moon, but had carried 

out faithfully and well the things that 
needed doing. He had donehis best to 
feed the hungry and had brought joy, 
mirth and pleasure, to the youth of the 
nation.

MR. LANSBURY
• Mr. George Lansbury, replying, deserib- 
ed the Cambridge branch as one of the 
oldest outposts of the Union. He said 
------------------- ---------- 
Government itself had. suffered a very 
great loss by the death of Mr. Vernon 
Hartshorn. He worked very, hard indeed 
as a member of the Miners' Federation, 
as a Member of Parliament, later of the 
Simon Commission and as Lord Privy 
Seal, attending to unemployment. Above 
all he was one of those characters which 
the Labour movement produced who knew 
what loyalty to the movement meant. He 
sank his individuality and found it in 
the life of the movement.

Mr. Hartshorn had helped to build what 
there was in the great Labour movement 
and that would express itself in those who 
followed him. Their movement would be 
fortunate, indeed, if it continued to hold 
in its ranks men of such courage and 
loyalty.

UNION AND EDUCATION.
" Their Union was the leading organise- 
tion of unskilled workers in the task of 
trying to make the workers understand 
that organisation to determine wages and 
hours was only part of the work of the 
labour movement. From the beginning 
the Union had taken its sfandoinusaying 
that the working class ought to educate 
itself in order to use the machinery of 
Government to the best possible advantage. 
That had been their business from the 
start, and their representatives, in. the 
House of Commons and on hundreds of 

local authorities were a tribute tounthe
. They were meeting not to look back, ex- 
cept to take courage and make up their 
minds to go forward. The later days of 
the war brought women and men into 
organisations by tens of thousands. With 
the passing of the war a year or two after- 
wards there came the reaction of unem- 
ployment. which always followed such 
great upheavals, and made it more dithi- 
cult to cause people to realise that trade 
unionism and organisation was worth 
while.
k “THROUGH THE WORST."
“I think we are through the worst of 

that period,”, declared Mr. Lansbury. "I take no stock of the fact that within the 
party in Parliament and outside there are 
great differences of opinion as to whether 
we have done all we ought to have done 
and left undone other things. When you 
have got a movement such as ours there 
will necessarily be' differences of opinion 
as to how fast we should go or howslow 
we should be content to go."
> All ought, however, to have loyalty to 
the principles for which the movement 
stood. There could, be no such thing as a 
dual loyalty. In the long run they must 
either be within an organisation or out- 
side. Much as he deplored the fact that 
some of their friends felt they must go 
out, he thought it much better that they 
should go than be a disintegrating force 
inside.

“THE COMPETITIVE STRUGGLE."
They were still what they started to be— 

a Socialist Party, pledged to work for Soc- 
ialism and to stop the competitive strug- 
gle which created most of the misery of 
the world. Fundamentally it was the 
struggle to get daily bread that often made 
people what they were. I The Union all 
through the years of its existence had 
fought definitely and without reservation 
for equal opportunities for men and women 
to be organised, also for universal fran- 
chise and education. They had also fought 
for better wages and conditions and done 
that for the very poorest of the workers. 
Looking back over 12 years, he saw a tre- 
mendous difference, and the standard of 
life had improved considerably. ,

He was not one of those who thought 
that a standard of life could, be fixed by 
mere bread and butter. Men and women, 
if they were intelligent, wanted more. Lt 
was what they wer and how they develop- 
d that really mattered. The workers to- 
ay had better means to develop them- 
elves than ever before, and that was large- 
‘yrne to the work of men who had gone 
ut with.the message that licy wanted to 

nake the very best of what God and nai- 
ire had given.
"I come from a district,” continued the 

speaker, "not well to do like Cambridge, 
where you have pots and pots of money 
and budding young millionaires. ; There 
we have no rich. People who work ' i 
places in East London, such as churches, 
missions and trade unions—the thing that 
hits you in the eye is that whenever any- 
body has got two halfpennies they will not 
live in Poplar. We are just a mass of 
poor people. There may be some parts of 
this University centre where there are a 
few people who are poor, but there are 
ther parts where it is different. With 
8 it is one dead level of poverty.”

WORK AND AGITATION.
They might curse the unemployment in- 

surance—it was not what some of them 
wanted it to be. He still thought it would 
be better if it was paid for by the State. 
In spite of that, if it were not for the 
unemployment pay where would they be 
to-day? That only came in because they 
fought for work or maintenance.
| It was a great tribute to the social ser- 
vices of the country, every one of which 
had been agitated for by people, who, were 
like those of the Union. If it were not for 
the social services people would be starv- 
ing by tens of thousands. Work and agi- 
tation had compelled Parliament to insti- 
tute those services.

He believed that ultimately they would 
settle the problem of unemployment by 
dealing with the problem of distribution 
as well as production. As the power of 
production increased so the distribution 
should increase, and the standard of living 
should improve more and more. That was 
really the thing they were struggling and 
working for.
.They of the Union were 1 also-interna- 
tionalists and knew that life as individuals 
in a country could not be lived. They 
were interdependent one upon another, 
and what was true of individuals was true 
of nations. Consequently, they were pledg- 
ed to consider international things, and 
from the start they took that line. They

stand the position of India.
INDIA.

Much more would be heard of India in j 
the next few months. He had never heard ■ 
amore courageous speech made in the 
House of Commons than by Mr. Baldwin, 
who took his stand as every intelligent 
man must. . When this country took 
possession of India it was pul on record 
that it was done to help the Indian to a 
fuller realisation of national life. Much 
water had gone under the bridges, and 
pain and suffering, misery and mischief 
gone on in India since then.

Many a good white man and woman had 
given all they had in service to the Indian 
people and the present Viceroy was one of 
the men who had been actuated by the 
very best ideas of what Christian prin- 
ciples meant There had never been a 
viceroy like Lord Irwin, since Lawrence. 
and he had set humself definitely to help 
the Indian people along the road to self- 
government. As much as he was opposed, 
the fact that Gandhi and Lord Irwin 
could be brought together proved that 
character counted.

Mr. Baldwin had thrown in his lot with 
those who said that the very biggest step 
forward must be taken. He also said 
what they had been saying for years, that 
the East as well as the West was awake, 
and the people were not going to be con- 
tent to sit down any longer but wanted 
to be partners and ! comrades in the 
development of humanity.

A young Indian student would come to 
Cambridge to learn and could meet peo- 
ple on terms of equality. When he went 
home he wanted to meet people on the 
same kind of conditions. He wanted, 
above everything else, to be able to take 
part in the development ofhos own country. 
The test of British democracy would be 
whether they would be able. to see the 
problem of India and the subject race in 
such a manner that as a democracy 
Britain would be able to do to others 
what we would have them do to us. He 
believed that was going to be done. V

BROTHERHOOD OF MAN.
' He was proud to think that the Union 
when it started on its course nailed the 
flag of international brotherhood at the 
mast. To them there had never been any 
such things as sects, creeds and division 
of races, but believed in the brotherhood 
ofman and comradeship of man and 
woman whether black, yellow or white.
“They never could have the struggle 
through which Mr. Will Thorne and his

comrades came from the beginning. Now 
they had the organisation to build on and 
the tradition by which they could stand. 
He took no account of those who joined 
the Union merely for what they could get 
out of it. The true Unionist was he who 

| came in to improve his and his neigh-
hour’s condition. They had got the 
power, means and machinery by which 
they could transform poverty at. least 
into a condition by which people could 
get their needs supplied. 3 . ,

FINE BRANCH. • .
“Cambridge Branch No. 1” was pro- 

posed by Bro. S. J. Wright, who said it 
was an extremely fine branch. They were 
pleased to have such a branch as Cam- 
bridge because of the real worth they 
got from the officers and members gener- 
ally. Bro. Brasher had been secretary for 
13 or 11 years, and it was by such officers 
in such ouiposis that the real work was 
done.
‘ They were pleased to know that in this 
town men and women had stuck loyally 
to the organisation during a period of 
great depression. They were pleased to 
belong to an organisation of such a char- 
acter and proud of it for, the work it had 
tried to do in the past and what it was to 
attempt to do in the future.

During 1930, 53,315, members were en- 
rolled, and if they could enrol that num- 
ber during the depression wonderful 
figures would be made when matters im- 
proved.

With the vast army of unemployed, 
they had got to be determined that con- 
ditions were not going to be made worse. 
They had not got to get that kind of 
psychology which said it could not be 
helped. If they got that point of view 
the employers would see, that it could not 
be helped. Conditions had not got to be- 
come lower without a fight. They had 
got to stand together in the fight to resist 
lower conditions.
It was not as if the land was poorer, for 

there was greater wealth than ever before. 
, but, it was unequally divided. Men and 
women must take the first step, join a 
trade union and use it as an arm and 
combine it to the political arm of which 
Bro. Lansbury was such a glorious exam- 
ple.

" FAIRLY TREATED."
1 Bro. Brasher, responding, spokeof the 

splendid lot of officers of the Cambridge 
Branch. They realised they were an out- 
post. The majority of the member were ■ 
municipal workers and there was not a

inthe municipality who ought not 
to be a member. In fairness to the Town 
Council he said they had never put up a 
case without it was fairly treated. Those 
who were not members ought to be thank- 
fil that their neighbours were, because 
they reaped the benefit. The time had 
gone for individual bargaining. The Cam- 
bridge. Branch was flourishing and the 
doors were open.

The toast of the “Chairman, Artistes 
and Visitors” was given by Bro. Knight, 
who said that as a union they had always 

-been met with the utmost courtesy by the 
local council;

TIME OF OPPORTUNITY.
The first to respond was Dr. Alex Wood 

who said the time of greatest difficulty 
was the time of greatest opportunity. If 
they could face the position with loyalty 
it would lead them nearer to the order of 
society to which they hoped to be. ' He 
hoped the fact that they were facing the 
difficulties would mean that they would 
go forward more firmly with the convic- 
tion that only Socialism would find the 
solution. It was not a case of Socialism 
having failed, but not having been tried.,

The chairman also replied.
An enjoyable entertainment was provid- 

ed by Bros. Martin, Ward and A. Carter 
(songs), Mr. J. Twinn (recitation) and 
Mr. R. J. Clarke (accompanist).

Bishop and Dying Curate
The ioneral took place at Epsom to-day 

of the Rev. Donald Joseph Bishop, curate 
of St. Barnabas. Epsom, Surrey. Mr Bis- 
hop, who took Holy Orders last year, was 
to have been ordained a priest at God- 
alming next Sunday.He was taken ill 
about a fortnight ago. and removed to a 
nursing home, when his condition became 
very serious. Last Sunday week the Bis- 
hop of Guildford, Dr. Greig, went to the 
nursing home and ordained him a priest 
in the presence of the vicar of St. Bar- 
mabas, 4 doctor, and a nurse. Mr. Bishop 
died on Friday.

During the week-end seven boys living 
in Camberwell, S.I.—four of them mem- 
bers of a boys’ club—were found to have 
a mild type of smallpox.
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29, Wilton Crescent, sw

March 16th. 1931.

My dear Lansbury,

I cannot deny myseir the pleasure of Helping 

when you say that Help would be of value. I am sorry to say 

that my finances suffer from the common difficulty of too many 

appeals, but you will know this as well as I do. I am .however 

enclosing a cheque for £1*

Believe me to be.

Yours very sincerely.
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Pastors Usually SoLP 
^Business Mesa Anb ‘ g)

■,i~~^ays Mr. Lansfpe soy” 
Mr. George Lansbury, M.P., First") 

Commissioner of , Works, caused i A 
amusement when presiding at a con- / 
ference held under the auspices of the 
Christian Socialist Crusade in London , 
to-day by declaring that pastors, in 

I his opinion, knew a good deal more 
about business than was generally 
believed. - ■

" Some people ask us to believe that 
religion is concerned only with the 
spiritual side of our lives,” he said, 

____ “and. the .worship of God is only 
_____ carried on' through prayers, suppli- | 

cation, and singing. . ‘ •
S “ 1 cannot accept that view of ■ 
S religion, and as to our pastors know- ■ 
S ing nothing of business it is, on the • 
S contrary, true that bishops, priests, • 
S and other teachers of religion are • 
S exceptionally cute business men, as is • 
S proven by the amounts paid to the • 

H Treasury in death duties when such 
Beie persons die." (Laughter.) A
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Pastors are Cute

Business Men
—Mr. Lansbury

Mr. George Lansbury, M.P., First 
Commissioner of Works, caused 
amusement when presiding at a con
ference held under the auspices of 
the Christian Socialist Crusade at 
Friends’ I House, I Euston 1 Road, 
London, to-day by declaring that 
pastors, in his opinion, knew a good 
deal more about business than was 
generally believed,

" Some people, ask us to believe that 
; religion is concerned only with the 

spiritual side of our lives,” he said.

Mr. G. LANSBURY.
“and the worship of God, is only 
carried on through prayers, supplica
tion, and singing.

“I cannot accept that view of re
ligion, and as to our pastor’s knowing 
nothing of business, it is, on the con
trary, true that bishops, priests, and 
other teachers, of religion are excep
tionally cute business men, as is proven 
by the amounts paid to the Treasury 
in death duties' when such persons

"aughter •)f ■-
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“USUALLY CUTE BUSINESS MEN.” M+t 9
Mr.' George Lansbury, M.P., First 

Commissioner of Works, caused amuse- 
ment, when presiding at a conference, 
held under the auspices of the Christian! 
Socialist Crusade, at the Friends’ House, 
Euston Road, London, to-day, by declar-1 
ing that pastors, in his opinion, knew a 
good deal more about business than was 
generally believed.
" Some people ask us to believe that 

religion is concerned only with the 
spiritual side of our lives,” he said, "and 

[the worship of God is only carried on 
through prayers, supplication, and sing
ing. I canriot accept that view of 
religion, and as to our pastors knowing 
nothing of business, it is, on the con-1 
trary, true that bishops, priests, and 
other teachers of religion are exception
ally cute business men, as is proven by 
the amounts paid to. the Treasury in
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THE CHRISTIAN SOCIALIST" 
CRUSADE. / I

Of recent years the term‘‘crusade’ I 
has been so often misappropriated to I 
dignify the concerted efforts of zealots I 
keen on the pursuit of secular aims I 
and objects that the lofty origin of the I 
word has been well-nigh forgotten by I 

3 many whose lips and pens habitually I 
employ it. However objectionable I 
may be the application to purely 
worldly agitations of a word fraught I 

3 with. sacred associations—like the I 
thoughtless use of the word ‘‘christen- 

. ing" to signify the baptism of a ship—
" there would appear to be some excuse, I 

superficially, at any rate, for its use I 
in such a context as the "Christian I 
Socialist Crusade." This movement I 
began not many weeks ago among a 

- group of Labour Members of Parlia- 
- ment who seem to have made the I

startling discovery (startling, that is, [ 
to the Opposition political parties, one ( 
of which is actively, and the other 
nominally, opposed to Socialism) that

5 the ethics of Christianity and Socialism 
are identical. Mr. George Lansbury, .

- First Commissioner of Works, whose - 
- boyish exuberance is ever belying the 

benign senility of his bodily appear- - 
-) ance, welcomed the formation of the

' ‘‘Crusade’ with Athenian delight, v 
Incontinently this Peter Pan of the 

.‘ Commons wrote to a leading Liberal
| newspaper an impulsive letter (pub- . 

lished with portrait) championing 
Socialism in the name of Christianity, . 
which letter drew one (also published -

• with portrait) from Lord Brentford, re- 
futing Socialism, likewise in the name 
of Christianity. On Monday last Mr. , 

-: Lansbury appeared as the chief orna- * 
ment of the movement at a conference . 

I • held at the Friends’ Meeting House in • 
B Euston Road, London. At that con- I 
B ference, summoned by the Christian • 
B Socialist Crusade, and blessed by the •
B Premier, the assembled clergy," 
demimsters, ail incologicat sindeni’g 
B heard the glad tidings that Socialism I 
B is the economic and social expression I 
B of Christianity. I
B From the published account of the I 
B proceedings, it is a little difficult to I 
B determine what is the real object of I 
B the Christian Socialist Crusade. Are I 
B the Crusaders out to permeate I 
B Socialism with Christianity, or to con- I 
B vert Christians to Socialism? After I 
B twenty months of mild Socialism, I 
B there may well be doubts in the minds I 
B of many as to the justification for the I 
B claim that Socialism is Christianity in I 
B action. Your truc-red Socialist main- I 
B tains that the capitalistic system is I 
B unjust and unjustifiable. The nation- I 
B alisation of the sources of wealth is a 
B fundamental tenet of his faith. I
B Presumably he finds an analogy in I 
B Christianity in the injunction "‘Sell I 
B whatsoever thou hast and give to the 
B poor," an injuction, by-the-by, laid I 
B upon a particular individual in particu- I 
B lar circumstances. Teachings about I 
B stewardship, “occupying,” and trad- 
B ing with talents are also part of the 1 
B Christian message, which would seem I 
B to contemplate the continued existence 
B of capital and capitalists; but no doubt 
B the ingenious Socialist has ready-made I 
B explanations to fit such passages. In I 
B theory. Socialism may have much in 
B common with the doctrines of the 
B Founder of Christianity. Mr. Lans- 
B bury has explained that there is no I 
B truth in the supposition that Socialism I 
B spells "something for nothing." But I 
B Socialism, as practised by his party, I 
B certainly merits the impeachment he 
Bhas been at pains to deny. During I 
B nearly two years of office Mr. I 
B MacDonald’s Government has pro- I 
B duced, but fortunately not always I 
B "got away with," measure after I 
B measure intended to benefit one I 
B section of the community at the I 
B expense of the rest; to give and not to I 
B count the cost—to others; to level I 
B down, or up, according as one looks at I 
B it. And Mr. MacDonald and his fol- I 
B lowers are in a minority in the House. I 
B If they do these things in a green tree, 2 
B what shall be done in the dry ? I 
B No Administration of recent years, " 
B except the first Labour Government, I 
B whose life of eleven months was tool 
B short for much to be accomplished, " 
B has betrayed such lamentable class-1 
B consciousness or shown such gross I 
B partiality as the present Administra- I 

Btion. Why, even the Parliamentary B 
B Secretary to the Ministry of Health I 
B has openly boasted of what she was I 
B plea dI to designate the Government’." 
B "Robin Hood" legislation, which she I 
B and those who think with her regard’ 

a clearing of the ground for" 
B "nationalisation" later. Nationali-a-I 
Btion in the -en-c of the acquisition byB 
B the State of the -urces of wealth, not" 
Bby appropmatt—"’ ‘convey’ the wi-E 
B it call"—but by lair purchase, and not— 
Bfor purposes of exploitation for theB 
Bhenelit of a case, bit of wise use for 
B the good of all, would not be out of I Btunc with Christianity. But that 
Scarcely the sort of nation, lsationg 
B likely to appeal to the "Rebin Hood’B 
B mind of the full-blooded Sociali:t.E 
BAs has been well said, the ethics 
B Robin Hood are not the ethics 
B Ch i-t. If the Christian Socialists
B Crusade is out to make a better— 
B Christian of the more virulent type of 
B Socialist, then it is worthy of the 
B welcome which has been accorded it. 
B by a number of responsible Church 
B leaders. But it may well be that the 
B real motive behind the “Crusade* is

to capture the Churches for Socali-m. . 
S It needs to be remembered that the 
B initiators of this campaign are 
B adherent: of a party who- spiritual 
B home, if its spokesmen arc to be 
B believed, i: Russia, where Christianity 
Shas been officially repudiated. 1 hat 

Ssini-ter fact should be pondered and Ste deci, of the S. ho weighed by 
Sall who may feel an urge to throw in 

Ste. !et with a movement bcaring 
Bolan le au hich-cun a tile " 

Ste Christian Soviah t Crusade.
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V All-Day Conference in London. M++ 9

THERE has recently come into' existence a move-
merit . known as “ The Christian Socialist

Crusade," which aims at securing the recognition 
of " the main proposals gathered under the name of 
Socialism" as being "essential to the economic ex- 

. pression of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,” and on
Monday about 100 ministers met at the Friends’ 
House, Euston, to hear an exposition of the Crusade 
and to take part in a discussion concerning it. I

— went—and came away—interested but unconverted.
Mr. George Lansbury, First Commissioner of 

Works, presided, and read a carefully prepared . 
speech advancing the general thesis of the Crusade.. 
His religion, he said, made him a Socialist. Unless 
Christianity could be applied, not only to the spiri
tual life of man, but to the everyday affairs of 

7 business, it stood condemned as a delusion and a 
sham. Christ was crucified because He challenged 

; the then existing social order, and the Church must 
, follow in His steps. For ownership by the few must 

be substituted ownership by the many; production 
J for profit and dividends must be replaced by pro- 
- duction for use and the general good. We had 
. thought in terms of love only in relation to wife, 
: or children, or friends; we must learn to do so in 

every department of life.
Dr. Herbert Gray followed with a short defence of 

- the Crusade as the expression .of basic Christian 
: principles. Dr. Alfred Salter, M.P., of Bermondsey, 

said that Capitalism allowed a man the use of tools 
and land (of which it held a practical monopoly) 
only on condition that he should forfeit all owner- 
ship of what he produced. For every shillingsworth 
of goods produced the labourer received only four- 

| pence. Control of land and means of production 
: should be nationalised, as only so could they be I 

spared the sight, common in Bermondsey, of men i 
s fighting each other for a job. Christ could never F 

have survived in the modern system as a carpenter; 
He would have gone to the wall.

I The Rev. R. Sorensen, M.P., said he was a ! 
5 working man—and had some hard things to say 

about the Church. The Labour movement had 
grown In spite of organised religion, and not by its - 

; nep: The pulpit was afraid to preach the truth I 
for fear of offending the wealthy. Canon Donaldson j 
and Dr. Somervell Hastings, M.P., completed the | 
list of official speakers, and Dr. Donald Soper I 
summed up and replied , to questions.

* * # *
METHODIST ministers seemed to be in a majority, 

and were apparently about equally divided in 
support and in criticism of the Crusade. The Rev.

_• Lewis Brown (Hampstead) asked what would |
• be done with the " scrimshankers "—those who | 

preferred the dole to hard work, and expressed the 
fear of regimentation and standardisation as conse- 
quences of Socialism. He had had enough of that I 

the Army! Mr. Lansbury replied that they were ‘ dow 11 < ar vat if sisshankers "= especially those .
who lived in the West End. This drew from 
Rev. W. J. Tunbridge (Eallrig) a tart request that 
questions should be more adequately answered. He 
objected to the alliance of a temporary system like 
Socialism with an eternal fact like Christianity.

I A Presbyterian minister and others protested • 
strongly against the assertion of Mr. Sorensen that • 
the Church had done nothing to help the Labour 5 
movement. It was from the little Chapels that its H 
earliest pioneers had come, and the Church’s duty H 
was to continue to supply the inspiration and B 
vision needed to bring in a better order—whether 5 
that order should prove to be Socialism or anything B 
else. And, indeed, one could not but feel that 5 
recognition of the verdicts of such observers as 5 
G. M. Trevelyan and Benjamin Kidd, and of the 5 
work of such as Frederick Denison Maurice and 5 
Charles Kingsley (to say nothing of several present- 5 
day leaders) would have saved Mr. Sorensen from 5 
extravagant and inexact statements more commonly B 
heard at the street-corner. 5

A Congregationalist told how in his district 5 
several Churches had got together, and out of their 5 
slender resources had provided clubs for the un- 5 
employed—only to find that electric lamps were 5 
stolen, cupboards forced open and funds embezzled. 5 
To this a Wesleyan (the Rev. L. Scadeng Cheshire) B 
replied that Socialism deplored such things, and B 
laid the blame at the door of the system which so 5 
demoralised and degraded men, and the Rev. Sam 5 
Rowley (Primitive Methodist) cheerfully asserted 5 
that he still ran his clubs and hoped other Churches B 
would do so. B

So the discussion went on throughout the day. 5 
Two facts at least emerged. The first is that there 5 
is a strong body of ministerial opinion in the Free 5 
Churches favourable to the Crusade and its Ideals; B 
the second, that many fear the linking of the B 
Church with any political party is a step which, in B 
the long run, would prove retrogressive and defeat B 
its own ends. The discussion, rio less than a wide B 
view of the world-forces operating to-day, confirmed B 
my own opinion that ultimately we shall have to B 
choose between that crude and irreligious mechani- B 
sation of life which lies at the root of Soviet Com- p 
munism, and that religious faith which undoubtedly B 
inspires the best minds of English Socialism—a B 
faith which finds its formulae in the Sermon on the B 
Mount, and its dynamic in the life and teaching 
Jesus.

But, of course, there are many in the oth D 
political parties who share that faith—and o.W 
wonders whether they should be compelled to B 
choose between co-operation in the Crusade and B 
the denial of political theories which, to them, are B 
as religiously valid as is Socialism to Mr. Lansbury B 
and his friends. „ _ ____  • B

F. H. EVERSON. B


