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WEDNESDAY EARNING, JANUARY 9, 1889.

(1516)
WHAT MRS. CHAMBERLAIN MAY DO.

THE third Mrs. CHAMBERLAIN received a friendly and enthusiastic 
welcome yesterday from the citizens of Birmingham, at one of 
those social functions which do so much to soften the asperity of 
English politics. Party differences were ignored in the assembly 
which met to present the friendly and respectful greetings of the 
Midland capital to the bride from over the sea. In those greetings 
all Englishmen unite. Nor does any memory of ancient strife 
chill the heartiness of our welcome of the fair American to her 
mother land. For one day at least the bitter railings and 
recriminations that rage round Mr, CHAMBERLAIN die away, and 
the public smilingly wishes the married pair every success in the 

j experiment of Anglo-American Home Rule which began yesterday 
—at Highbury.

It would be too much to ask, as the Laureate did on the 
occasion of another wedding—

Shall fears and jealous hatreds flame again ?
Or at thy coming, Lady, everywhere
The blue heaven break, and some diviner air

Breathe thro’ the world and change the hearts of men ?

But the welcome lull affords us an opportunity for expressing 
I a hope that in future the feud between Mr. CHAMBERLAIN 
1 and his former colleagues may be waged with less relentless 
. barbarity. Far be it from us, of ail people in the world, who have 
' uniformly extended to Mr. CHAMBERLAIN, alike when the

ol of the Radicals and sue hope of the Tories the benefit 
an unsparing criticism, to deprecate the freest possible hand- 

g of political opponents, but criticism is one thing, rancour is 
other, and you can far more effectively combat your adver- 
y’s policy when you do not abuse his motives. We do not 

venture to suggest that we should substitute Mrs. Cham 
BERLAIN’S estimate of her husband for Mr. LABOUCHERES 
but it would be a blessing to every one if we could now 
and then just catch a glimpse of the right hon. gentleman 
as he appears in the idealizing eyes of his bride. For aftet 
all it is a great truth that love is more far seeing than 

ce, and that sympathy enables men to solve many a 
vstery and penetrate to many a secret which would else have 
nained unsolved and undiscovered. There is probably a good 
al more truth in his wife’s idealized version than there is in 
: distorted and malignant caricature of their former leader, 
ich is now the accepted portrait of Mr. CHAMBERLAIN in 
haunts of the thoroughgoing Gladstonian.
What an immense advantage it would be if Mrs. CHAMBER- 

LAIN could regenerate her husband and make him anew, 
so that all men should see him as she sees him. We are not sure that 
she could not do it if she tried, although, of course, Mr. CHAMBER- 
LAIN, who has been twice a widower, is a somewhat tough subject 
even for the shaping fingers of a clever American girl. Of one 
thing we are quite sure, and that is that the work is very 
well worth doing. At present Mr. CHAMBERLAIN is in imminent 
danger of being politically and socially “ a lost soul.” He sorely 
needs saving even for the attainment of those ambitions 
which Mrs. Chamberlain would hardly be human and 
American if she did not entertain. It would indeed be pleasant 
to the descendant of the Pilgrim Fathers who governed Massa
chusetts to be wife of the Prime Minister of the British Empire. 
The position is almost lost, but it may be retrieved, and it lies 
more within his wife’s sphere to retrieve it than that of any 
oLner person alive. What is Mr. Chamberlain’s great fault, the 

‘It which has cost him many friends, which has excited 
inst him such bitter animosities, and which, unless amended, 

for ever frustrate the realization of his ambition ? 
is that element in him which may perhaps best be described 

- the womanish. There is a good deal of the shrew 
about Mr. Chamberlain as a politician. He is passionate, 

ersonal to the last point, vindictive, and his best friends 
admit that he never forgets and never forgives. What is wanted 
to save Mr. CHAMBERLAIN is to supersede this womanishness 
by womanliness. A womanish man is one of the most odious of 
creatures. A womanly man is the highest type of his sex, 
the difference is immense. Womanliness stands for sympathy. 

generosity, natural simplicity, and absolute ignoring of self. These 
things Mr. Chamberlain sadly lacks. It is in these higher matters 
of the law wherein Mrs. CHAMBERLAIN’S influence may be the very 
salvation of her husband. Whether she may be able to make him 
as ideal in relation to his opponents as he is in relation to her, is 
the problem which remains to be solved.

We hope that she may succeed. So far as we are concerned 
we shall take care not to increase her difficulties by reviving 
old animosities or inflaming the sores which rankle in the 
party. But of course the truce must be preserved on both 
sides. It will be no use endeavouring to sweeten and purify 
the relations between the Liberal party and its former lieutenant 
if the latter continues to indulge in all manner of malignant 
insinuations and outrageous imputations upon those with whom 
he was at one time proud to work. Let us hope that the new 
Mr. Chamberlain will be easier to get along with than the 
Mr. Chamberlain whom we knew and did not love in the 
earlier stages of his existence, and if so we are quite sure that 
Mr. Chamberlain himself will be the first to ascribe 
to his American bride the happy change which will then have 
been effected both in his personal position and his political 
prospects.
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they grows up why we may eat them." Bill's logic was -unanswerable, end 
the litter of five lived. No one preaches Malthis/to dos—, oi "05 
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And if what I am going to say has the

rs‘ sho

crusts of bread. and crunching the

desired effect. Jack has not died n vain.
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skeletons of herrings with a fierce reli: ., 
Thus the mother turned scavenger to 
feed her little ones, until one story 
night, when they w ere about two mont ns | 
old. Bill and his wife came home very 
drunk, left the door open, and the lit le 
waif, curious to see the world, toddled 
off and never saw his mother o 
native garret again. “ Bill’s garret," 
he seemed to say," and poor old mother. 
Ah ! those were happy days.” So his 
thoughts wandered back to his second 
master, who was passing up the court 
when he ran away, and put him in his 
gritty pocket. He wasn’t a bad sort 
wasn’t the 1 lack man, who had a cart

further inquiries I found that it was deeply in debt. Situated in a remote 
suburb its very existence is forgotten by thousands of dog-lovers, who I 
am sure would gladly contribute towards the humane work for v hich it exists. 
The Dogs’ Home is a sort of casual ward where
temporary shelter is afforded to the homeless and 
starving waifs and strays, such as poor Jack, . 
whose sad little story I have just related. A vau ■ 
calls every morning at the police stations and 
collects the sad-eyed burdens, which are taken to a 
home where food and warmth, and if need be 
blessed anesthesia relieves them of their sufferings 
after a brief period. There are hundreds of char- 
table institutions in this terrible capital of ours for 
man, but at Battersea only is the poor beast cared 
for. I have seen many painful things in London,

pelling sight than a visit to the kennels at the Dogs’ 
Hon e. No sooner does the echo of your foot- 
steps reach their ears than a hundred anxious faces 
appear at every grating, just as Mr. Ye tes Carring-
on has shown them here. What
some' are merry, and play about

ollection

“SILL SYKES."

of flesh and bor

t home and free their arpl:
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be he’d never hear again."

the sione flags as if they were | 
sides' denote a good home, and they 
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caresses are plentiful. No tear ot 
sympathy is needed for these pan 
pered Sybarites. Let us pass by i 
effeminate toy, who wheezes se str. 
torou sly, and turns up his pug nose in 
contempt at the wayworn mongrel ‘ 
who sits in the corner -a- sadii " 
Well he knows that no kind sts.- | 

skinned mistress will ever come : | 
claim him. He is one of the common |
people, the. y dregs, who
existed in a sium, and has nevi 
known a y caress in a life that h 
been passed between pillar and pos 
His little bones project, he is a 
angles, his eyes are heavy and bleare
from cold, and death will be 
sweetest pleasure that he has ev 
known,
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-
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that broken cord of which the fray-, 
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a moment and think of the great 
good this Home is doing. You 
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will be if
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suffering dogs whom it has fed 
and succoured. I draw no harrow 
ing and horrible pictures of wretched
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Well, I wish him well as a bridegroom ! He has his 
good points and his bad ones. I don’t quite take him at 
his own estimation of himself, but I cannot help being 
sorry that one who might have been so useful to the 
Radical cause, and who might have become one of the 
Radical leaders, should have wrecked himself politically, 
through (so far as I can perceive) sheer folly and over
weening conceit. What will be his political future ? I 
doubt if the Radicals will ever take him back into their 
fold, and I very much question whether the Tories are 
ready to open their fold to him. If they do, it will not be 
as a shepherd, but as a sheep. I do not think that I ever 
knew a man make more mistakes than he has in his 
political game, for, as to principles, I do not think that he 
is overburthened with them. He got into Parliament, an 
unknown man beyond the Birmingham Town Council. He 
had a good deal of smartness, and he is an excellent 
speaker, and he soon came to the fore. At the general 
election he put forward what was termed the un
authorised programme. It contained nothing new, but 
it summarised the changes for which the Radicals had 
for long been clamouring ; and it was designed to bring 
himself to the foreground, and to cut out his chief. 
When a Liberal Ministry was formed, he managed to get 
a place in it as a representative Radical. As a Minister 
he was a comparative failure. He did not distinguish 
himself as an administrator, and in the Cabinet he failed, 
to realise that there were others as clever and of greater 
experience than himself. Intrigue was a passion with 
him, and he tried to gain over the Irish to himself 
by professing sympathy for them, and suggesting 
schemes of quasi-Home Rule that he was to carry out. 
Mr. Gladstone took the wind out of his sails by frankly 
adopting Home Rule. But he had joined the last Glad
stone Cabinet with a view to undermine it; and, when 
he thought that he could deal it a crushing blow by re- 
signing, he did so. Since then he has floundered. At the 
time of the Round-Table Conference he tried to supplant 
Lord Hartington with the Liberal Unionists ; but this 
proved a dismal failure. Without Lord Hartington he was 
absolutely nothing, and whatever influence he still has is 
as a Hartington lieutenant. By founding associations with 
himself and his family as members, and by going about 
the country with his family rallied around him, as though 
he were the head of some great historical clan, he has 
rendered himself so ridiculous that the contempt of his 
worst enemies is not unmixed with pity.

In the meantime, he is marrying an American young 
lady. 1 am told that she is charming. I sincerely trust 
that his private felicity will make up for his public disap
pointments, and that he will learn by practical experience 
that for inhabitants of two countries to live happily in i 
unity it is necessary that the stronger should not bully and ] 
coerce the weaker, but recognise that whilst the former 
remains paramount in all matters that concern both, the 1 
latter is entitled to Home Rule in what concerns her a 
alone.

Instead of a Quill, use the Flying Scotchman Pen, 6d. and a 
Is. per box, at all stationers. Sample box is. id. by post b 
MACNIVEN & Cameron, Edinburgh. ’ c 
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of his invitation, for this clearly was intended to give it a

I don’t know whether the British Consul at Galveston 
is a gentleman of es much local eminence and repute as 

the corresponding officer ai Lausanne, on whose appoint- 

ment I commented last week, but, whatever he be, he 
seems to have got himself very much disliked in his 
district. Not long ago:a petition to Secretary Bayard was 
gob up at Austin and influentially signed, asking for a 
request to the British Government to change its repre- 
sentative at Galveston. This was on account of the 
remarks about Texas which the British Consul had 
published in his reports. Now, I am the last person to 
find fault with a man for uttering unpleasant truths, so 

long as they are truths it is stated, however, that this 

gentleman came out from New York to Galveston by sea, 

and that he has never been in the interior of the State. 
If this be true, the reports which have " riled " the Texas 
people can have, I should, say, but very little value. 
Perhaps when Lord Salisbury has time, he will see whether 
the people who signed the petition really have a grievance 
against our representative or not.

SCRUTATOR

.

(THE Council of the Institute may be congratulated, at all 
- events, on one feature in the present exhihition - 

are not so many pictures as there were in 1887, for last
■, ks nu ed 758, thi .

is 629 So far so good, but I cannot say that the standard 
, of excellence is appreciably higher and the pictures which

‘never would be missed ” may be counted, not in 
scores, but in hundreds. Moreover, it is ‘impossible to 
avoid the melancholy conclusion that year by year the 
Institute tends to become merely an inferior sort of 
Academy; it wants strength, character, individuality ; 

■ am
not prepared to indi ite to the executive any means for 
supplying then No doubt Sir James Linton and his
cONesg

wiling

es lo their best, and if the result is not entirely
< y, I am content to believe that the spirit is '

nough, and that it is the talent that weak
11, the h " is a 6 ly good o ie, In the .

f : ■ ’ pictures.
The irst is Mr 1 J. Shannon’s ‘ Rose Pink,” the full length 
portrait of a graceful girl, who faces us sitting in an easy

w ith tegonal uirrpr behind her head It is 
capital piece of work, though the background struck me as 

just n little too heavy. The second is Mr. F. G. Cotman’s
aint. v s —Evening,” restful and 

harmonious in colour and composition. There are two 
fanciful nude studies by M. Fantin Latour, and one by y 

Lui : Valero one of Mr6. Kilburne’s conscientious 

but somewhat lifeless work.. “Her First Appearance, a 
fairly good portrait of Mrs. Ernest Liwy, by Mr. Solomon ; 
and a clever little " Grey Study" by Mr. Markham 
Skip worth. Mr. John R. Reid has and niable t: lent, but 

. bis alfectation in colour grows upon him; “Our Fisher
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