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REPORT

TO

The Right Honourable Sir George Cornewall Lewis, Bart., M.P.„ 
Her Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, &c. &c. &c.

General Register Office, Somerset House, 
Str, ' 30th May 1861. '

I have the honour to submit to you my Annual Report for the 
year 1859.

The registration of the year proceeded satisfactorily.
The names of 335,446 men and women were inscribed on the Marriage 

Registers ; of 689,881 children on the registers of births ; and of 
440,781 persons of all ages on the registers of deaths.

The total number of names enrolled during the year amounted to 
nearly a million and half (1,466,108).

It was eight years after the population was enumerated, .so that the 
ratios of the above numbers to the population can only be exactly 
determined when the census numbers of 1861 have been ascertained; the 
subjoined rates of births, deaths, and marriages must therefore be taken 
subject to correction, as they are estimated on data growing every 
successive year after the census more imperfect. The limits of possible 
error are, however, not extensive.

Table I.—Estimated Population, with the Number of Marriages, Births, and 
Deaths registered in England in each Year from 1838 to 1859.

Years erided

Dec. 31st

Estimated 
Population 

in England 
in the Middle of 

the Years.t

Marriages.
Persons

Married.

Births 
(exclusive of 
Still-born).

Deaths.
Excess of 

Births 
over Deaths.

1838 15,312,256 118067 236134 463787 342760 121027
1839 15,515,296 123166 246332 492574 ' 338984 153590
1840 15,721,029 122665 245330 502303 859687 142616
1841 15,929,492 122496 244992 512158 343847 168311
1842 16,123,793 118825 237650 517739 349519 168220
1843 16,320,479 123818 247636 527325 346445 180880
1844 16,519,565 132249 264498 540763 356933 183830
1845 16,721,081 143743 287486 543521 349366 194155
1846 16,925,051 ' 145664 291328 572625 390815 182310
1847 17,131,512 135845 271690 539965 423304 116661
1848 17,340,492 138230 276460 563059 399833 163226
1849 17,552,020 141883 283766 578159 440839 137320
1850 17,766,129 152744 305488 593422 368995 224427
1851 17,982,849 154206 308412 615865 395396 220469
1852 18,205,627 158782 317564 624012 407135 216877
1853 18,403,313 164520 329040 612391 421097 191294
1854 18,618,760 159727 319454 634405 437905 196500
1855 18,786,914 152118 304226 635043 425703 209340
1856 19,045,187 159337 318674 657453 390506 266947
1857 19,304^897 159097 318194 663071 419815 243256
1858 19,523,103 156070 312140 655481 449656 205825
1859* 19,746,000 167723 335446 689881 440781 249100

t The Population has been deduced on the assumption that the annual rate of increase was uniform; via. 
1*220 per cent, in each of the 10 years 1841-51, and 1*326 per cent, in each of the 3 years 1838-40. For 1852-59 
the increase of Population has been obtained by taking the excess of births over deaths in the four quarters 
ending June 30th, in each year.



ii Marriages, Births, and Deaths.

On an average of twenty-two years there' was one death to 45 living 
in the population, one birth to 30 living, and one person married to 61 
living; and these proportions in the year 1839 became 1 in 45, 1 in 29, 
and 1 in 59; or, more exactly, the mortality on the population was 
2-236 per cent, on an average, and nearly the same (2-232) in 1839 ; 
the average birth-rate was 3*303,  the rate in 1839 being higher (3*494)  ; 
the average marriage rate was 1-636, and the rate in the last year also 
higher i I698.

The beginning of the year was unhealthy; and the rain haying for 
some time been deficient, the water supply was in some places scanty, in 
others impure. But in the progress of the year there was a manifest 
improvement j and the public prosperity was indicated by an increase of 
marriages.

The marriages in the year exceeded by 11,633 the marriages in the 
preceding year ; the births were 34,400 in excess ; and the deaths 8873 
in defect.

Consequently the excess of births over deaths in the year was 
43,273 above the excess in the preceding year, and amounted to 249,100. 
This was the natural recorded increase of the population of England and 
Wales.

The emigrants of English origin amounted to about 40,243. To thia 
extent, therefore, the natural increase is diminished by emigration. Upon 
the other hand, while the Emigration Commissioners record the departure 
of 120,432, they record the return of 19,913 emigrants to the United 

. Kingdom; and there is probably a constant influx of the population of 
Scotland and Ireland into England and Wales ; so that the census alone 
will enable us to strike the exact balance.*

Table II.—Proportion of Marriages, Births, and Deaths to the Population of 
England.

Years ended

Bee. 31st

To -100 Persons living.

Marriages. Persons 
Married. Births. Deaths.

1838 ... "771 1*542, 3’029 2*238
1839 •794 1*588 3’175 2-185
1840 •780 1’560 8*195 2*288
1841 •769 1’538 3’215 2*159
1842' •787 1*474 3’211 2-168
1843 •759 « 1’518 3*231 2*123
1844; •801 " 1’602 8*273 2*1611845 •860 1*720 3’251 2-089
1846: \ •861 1*722! 8-383 2*806
1847 •793 1’586 3’152 2-471
1848 •797 1’594 3*247 2*306
1849 •808 1*616; 8*294 2*512
1850 •860 1*720 3*340 2*077
1851 *858 1*716- 3*425 2*199
1852 •872 1*744 8-428 2-236
1853 •894 1’788 3*328 2*288
1854 ’858 1*716 ’ 3*407 2*352
1855 •810 1’620; 3’380 2’266
1856 •837 1*674 3*452 2-050
1857 •824 1*648 . 3*435 2-175
1858 *799 1*598 8’857 2-803
1859; •849 1’698 8’494 2’232

Mean | • •818 1’636 8’805 2*236

The Number ofPersons living

Toone 
Marriage.

To one / 
Person 

Married.

130 65
126 63
128 64
130 65
136 68
132 66
125 62
116 58
116 58
126 63
125 63
124 62
116 58 .
117 58
115 57
112 56
117 ; 58
123 62
119 60
121 61
125 63
117 59
122 61

To one 
Birtii.

To one 
Death.

33 45
81 46

44
46

31 46-
31 47
31 46
31 48 '
30 48
32 40
81 48
30 40
80 48
29 45
29 45
80 44
29 48
80 44
29’ 49
29 46
80; 48
29: 45

30 45

Note. — The Table may.be read thus :—In the year 1838 to every 100,000 persons living there were 771 
marriages or 1542 persons married, 3029 births, 2238 deaths; the number of; persons living to every marriage, 
person married, birth or death, wps 130, 65, 33. and 45 respectively*-  - A collection for increase of population 
has been made in calculating the above results.

* Of the 120,432 emigrants from the United Kingdom 33,930 were returned as of 
English, 16,182 as of Scotch, 52,981 as of Irish origin, and 4442 as foreigners- ‘In 
18,897 cases the origin was unknown ; and these proportionally distributed give the 
above numbers for England and Wales.

Marriages. iii

Marriages.
167,723 marriages were registered in the year; 136,210 according to 

the rites of the Established Church; and 31,313 not according to those 
rites. Of the marriages in the Church, 19 were by special licence, 
20,343 by licence, 107,737-by banns, and 4204 upon Superintendent 
Registrars certificates. The clergy, omitted in 3903 cases to state 
whether the marriage was by licence or by banns.

The marriages by banns increased more rapidly than the marriages by 
licence ; and were in proportion to those by licence as V296' to 1. ‘‘

Of the marriages not according to the rites of the Established Church 
12,319 were by Protestant Dissenters, 7736 by Roman Catholic^, 70 by 
Quakers, and 324 by Jews ; 10,844 marriages, exceeding those of the 
Roman Catholics, were performed in Superintendent Registrars offices. 
I37>OO5 bachelors married as many spinsters in the year; and 8161 
Widowers married the same number of widows ; 7038 bachelors also

Table III.—Marriages registered in England in each Yearfrom 1841 to.1859.

According to the Rites of the Established Not according to the Rites of the
Church. 1 * Established Church.'
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iv Marriages.

married widows, and 15,493 spinsters married widowers, consequently 
23,654 widowers, and 15,219 widows re-married.

Re-marriages.—Of 100 men marrying, 14’10 were widowers j of 
100 women marrying, 9’07 were widows.

Minors.—10,397 young men and 32,041 young women under twenty- 
one years of age, married in the year; so of 100 men 6’20, and of 100 
women 19’10 were minors.

Signatures of Persons marrying.—44,807 men and 63,127 women signed 
the marriage registers with marks ; so that of 335A46 persons in the prime 
of life, 227,512 could write their names more or less distinctly ; and 
107,934 signed with marks, or 32’2 per cent, signed with marks. Of the 
women, 37-6 in 100, of the men, 26-7 in 100, signed with marks; so 
that the women do not write in the same proportion as men.

It is gratifying to trace the progress of education since 1841, when 
32*7  men, and 48’8 women in every 100 signed with marks, to the last 
year, when the proportions fell to 26*7  and 37'6 respectively ; so that of 
persons at the age of marriage, 6'0 more men, and 11’2 more women in 
100 now write their names than wrote eighteen years ago.

* Disregarding the decimal point, this will read 801 marriages were celebrated to 
every 100,000 of the population; 134 were marriages by licence, 666 were marriages by 
banns. It may be assumed that these two groups represent the whole of the corresponding 
classes of society, whether belonging to the Church or not.

Table HI. a.

YEARS.

MARRIAGES. Estimated to 100 persons living.
Price of Wheat 

per Quarter.To 100 persons 
living.

By Banns to one 
Marriage by 

Licence.

Marriages 
of the higher 
and middle 

Classes.

Marriages 
of the -Artizans 
and Labourers 

and other Classes.

1 2 3 4 5' 6

Average: s. d.
Of 6 years of I -8oi* 4'959 '134 •666 67 11

highest prices J
Of 6 years of 

intermediate prices
]■ ’840 5'358 •132 '707 52 10

Of 6 years of I -826 S'451 ’ 128 •698 43 0
lowest prices J

1855 •810 4'883 •138 •672 74 8
1854 •858 4-991 '143 •715 72 5
1847 ’793 4'977 '133 •660 69 9
1856 '837 ■ 4’888 •142 ■695 69 2
1841 '769 4'94° ' 129 •640 64 4
1842 ’ 737 • 5'°72 • 121 •616 ' 57 3

1857 •824 4'803 • 142 •682 56 5
1846 •861 5'427 •134 •727 54 8
1853 •894 5'293 •142 •752 53 3
1844 •801 5'7o5 ' 'II9 •682 5i 3
1845 •860 5'799 •126 '734 5° 10
1848 '797 5'121 '130 •667 50 6

1843 '759 5'49° •TI7 •642 5o 1
1849 •808 , 5'429 • 126 ‘682 44 3
1858 *799 5’058 ■132 •667 44 3
1852 •872 5'472 '135 '737 40 9
1850 •860 5 • 666 ■ 129 •731 40 3
1851 •858 S'591 •130 •728 38 6

1859 '849 5-296 •135 '714 43 10

Births. v

Buildings registered.—4228 places of public worship were open for 
the solemnization of marriages, and registered on December 31st, 1859. 
This number exceeds by 156 the number on the register at the same date 
of the previous year.

Seasons.—The marriages are most numerous after harvest in the 
Christmas quarter of the year, and in the spring quarter, including the 
months of April, May, arid J une. The marriage rate is lowest in the 
Lent quarter ending in March, when the produce of the year is partly 
consumed.

Births.

The registered births, which declined in tlie previous year, rose to 
689,881 in the present year. The increase is 34,400. The birth-rate of 
the year is 3 '494, or 1 in 29.

/Sea?.—352,662 boys and 337,219 girls were born; and 15,443 more 
boys than girls, the proportions being 1046 boys to 1000 girls; so that 
the proportions were nearly 2-2 boys to 21 girls.

Seasons.—The proportion of births in the several seasons of the year 
varied. Thus if we take the average births of each quarter at 1000, the 
proportional births in the four quarters of the year are represented by 
the numbers 1032, 1022, 968, and 978. These proportions differ from 
year to year ; but the births in the first exceed those in the second six 
months of the year.

Children born out of wedlock.—44,751 children were born out of wed
lock, or 6’5 per cent, of the children born alive, and so registered as to 
allow the distinction to be drawn. One in every fifteen children is in this 
condition, and has to encounter the hardships incidental to it; for 
hitherto mankind have treated the innocent children with the opprobrium 
which properly attaches only to the parents.

To 100 girls, 105’7 boys were born out of wedlock ; whereas to 100 
girls, io4’5 boys were born in wedlock.

Table IV.—Marriages. The Proportion per Cent, of JHwiors of each Sex, of Males 
and Females who signed the Register with Marks, and of Persons who were Widowers 
or Widows.

To 100 Married.
YEARS. 

ended 

31st December

The Proportion under 21 
Years of Age.

The Proportion who 
signed the MarriageRegister 

with Marks.
The Proportion who were

Males. Females. Mean. Males. Females. Mean. Widowers. Widows. Mean.

1841 4'38 13-29 8’83 32-7 48’8 40-8 +12*90 f8’99 +10-95
1842 4-53 13’47 9’00 32’0 47’9 40’0 13’14 8’90 11’02
1843 4*45 13-25 8’85 32’7 49’0 40’9 13’17 8’73 10’95
1844 4-17 13’16 8’67 32’4 49’2 40’8 12’81 8’46 10’63
1845 4’37 13’48 8’93 33’2 49’6 41-4 12'64 8’60 10’62
1846 4’33 13’73 9-03 32’6 48’2 40'4 12-59 8’33 10’46
1847 4'09 13’34 8’72 31’2 45’5 38’4 12’93 8’54 10’74
1848 4-41 14’06 9’24 31’2 45’4 38’3 13’76 8’86 11-31
1849 4'69 14’88 9’79 31’0 45*9 38-5 13’85 8’88 11’37
1850 4*88 15’13 10’01 31’1 46’2 38’7 14’49 9’27 11’88
1851 5-02 15’75 10’39 30-8 45’3 38’1 13’98 9’00 11-49
1852 5’39 16’99 11’19 80’5 44’6 37’6 18’49 8’86 11-18
1853 5*55 17’76 11’66 30’4 43’9 37-2 13’59 8’97 11'28
1854 5'77 ; 18’03 11’90 30’0 42’7 36’4 13’62 9’01 11-32
1855 5’51 17’89 11’70 29’5 41’2 35*4 14’42 9’49 11’96
1856 5'72 18’34 12-03 28’8 40’2 34’5 13’94 9’36 11-65
1857 5’58 18’10 11-84 27’7 38’8 83’3 13’75 9’11 11’43
1858 5-86 18’37 12-12 27’0 87’6 32’3 14’22 9’20 11’71
1859 6*20 19-10 12-65 26’7 37’6 32’2 14’10 9’07 11’59

t The proportion of Widowers and Widows in the Year 1841 is for the September and December quarters only.
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Deaths.

The number of deaths was less by 8875 than the deaths in the year 
preceding; and the rate of mortality (2*232)  was slightly below the

Table V.—ENGLAND. Marriages.—Proportional Number of Marriages m 
the several Counties of England during the Year 1859 ; of Persons who signed their 
Names; of Persons not of full Age; and of the Re-marriages of Widowers and 
Widows.

The Table may be read thus by omitting the decimal points;—Ini England, among every 100,000 persons 
living 849 marriages took place; of 1,000menmarried 733, ofd,000women 624, signed the marriage register 
by writing their names; of 10,000 men married 620 were not of full age, of 10,000 women married 1,910yvere 
not of full age; of 10,000 men married 1410 were widowers, of the same number of women married 907 were 
widows.

REGISTRATION COUNTIES.

M
ar

ria
ge

s to
 100

 
In

ha
bi

ta
nt

s.

Signed^ their 
Names 

in Writing.
Persons not of 

full Age.
Re •marriages.

Widowers. Widows.

Of 100 
Men 

Married
Of 100 

Women 
Married.

Ir 100 
Men 

Married.
In 100 

Women 
Married.

In 100 
Men 

Married.
In 100 

Women 
Married.

0.

ENGLAND -, - -
I.—London - - -

II.—South Eastern Counties.

•849
•983

73’3
89’4

62’4

80*9

6*20

3’05
19*10
13*01

14’10

14*37

9’07

9’91

1 Surrey (extra-metropolitan) ■ " - - •721 74’4 81*2 2*80/ 14*74 11’57 8*71
2 Kent (extra-metropolitan) - - •722 75*4 74*1 . .3*89 20’04 12*34 9*49
3 Sussex - - - - - - ’685 75’7 80*1 4*19 18’04 12*52 9’28
4 Hampshire r, \ ~ •842 77’0 77*0 3*70 17’69 13*31 10*15
5 Berkshire - - - - - - •669 66*7 71*8 5’82 15*34 18*75 9*li>

III.—South Midland Counties.
6 Middlesex (extra-metropolitan) - •552 78*1 79*2 4*44 14*89 13*00 8’22

•' 7 Hertfordshire - - •541 56*4 62*5 8*56 23*56 12*40 8*37
8 Buckinghamshire - - - - •639 62*7 61*1 11*00 24*68 14*77 8*03
9. Oxfordshire - - - - •650 69*5 72’7 5*53 18’74 15*11

14*32;
8’51

10 Northamptonshire - - - •815 71’2 63*8 11*28 26*06 ' 7*7^
11 
12;

Huntingdonshire - - - - 
Bedfordshire - - - - -

•629
•717

66*6
59*9

63*3
50*2

7*11
12*69

27*73
25?19

14’45
14’33

8*06
6’15

13! Cambridgeshire - •620 62*8 62’3 10’16 25*82 14*36 8*02-
IV.—Eastern Counties.

14 Essex - -> •639 63’1 68*4 6’57 21’29 14*18 9’67it Suffolk - - - - •670, ; 59*3 64*4  . 6’71 19’80 14*91 8*28  -
16 Norfolk ------ *709 64*4 65*3 7’43 18’96 15’09 7*85

V.—South Western Counties.
17 Wiltshire ' - - - - •635 66*3 69’2 7’63 17*49 15*69 9*01
18 Dorsetshire - - •740 69*1 71*1 6*96 17’05 14*34 7*86
19 Devonshire - . - *783 76*0 70*0 1 4*75 14’48 13*10 9*06
20 Cornwall ------ ’686 66*4 56*3 8*01 20*90 11*57 6*83
21 Somersetshire - - - - - •694 68*8 67*1 6*84 15*81 15*52 8*50

VI.—West Midland Counties.
22 Gloucestershire/ -.-Vt •896 74*2 71*2 6*42 15*95 15*29 9*32
23 Herefordshire - - _ - - ’686 ' 60’1 68*6 4*53 13*44 11*39 8*92
24v Shropshire - •/ - - r - - * - •700. 61*4 57*1 4’69 14*50 12*78 9*38
25 Staffordshire ----- •955 58*3 46*8 10*29 29’14 12*99 9’52
26 Worcestershire - - - , ■- •876 68*9 61’4 7*83 22*61 12*78 7’63
27 Warwickshire - - •897 72*1 62*8 7*19 20’92 14’29 8*99

VII.—North Midland Counties.
28 Leicestershire - - - •758 72’8 64*0 9*04 19*55 ’16’08 7*68
29 Rutlandshire - - -, - - •616 74*5 77’6 6*67 12’73 9*09 3’64
30 Lincolnshire - - - - - •659 ■ 75*9 71*8 4’40 20’24 : 14*30 8*36
81 Nottinghamshire - ' - ~ •935 71*3 57*7 8*77 21*63 15*07 8*70
32. Derbyshire - - - •817 76*2 64’8 7’73 20’54 15*26 8*28

VIII.—North Western Counties.
33 Cheshire - - - - -? •812 71*4 53*4 5*48 16’53 15*87 8’52^
34 Lancashire - / 7 - - .7 1*035 70*5 45*0: 7*57 20’64 ( 15*15 10*23

IX.—Yorkshire.
35 West Riding - - - - t •910 j • 73'7 52’1’ 7*74 24’69 14’69 8*61
86 East Riding (with York) - t. - 7 •951 81*9 70*1; 5’65. 21*88  ; 14’09 8*70
87 North Riding - - - , 4 ' •692 : 82*1 71’2 3*86 17*26 12’92 5*80

X.—Northern Counties. ?
88 Durham • - - 1 •912! 73’2 57*0i 7*49 27’76 12’45 9*24
39 Northumberland - - - + ■ •870 ’ 81*9 69*4i 3*91 15*19 12’24 8’26
40 Cumberland ,. - ' -, - - •707 ; 78’8 65’9, 5*46 *16’77 11’37 5W
4! ; Westmorland - - a •644 : 86*7 76*9' 8*16  i 12*38 11’17 8*50

XI.—Monmouthshire and Wales.
42 Monmouthshire; - - ‘ •856 r 55’6 45*2! 5’38! 18’90 12’40 11’28
48 South Wales - - - - 4. •869 ; 60’8 40’5- 5’75 f 15’78 13’09 8’73
44 North Wales - - - j. •662 61’3 44’4 4*58; 12*00 13’74 8*19

Deaths. vii

average, 2*  236. It is nearly expressed by one death to every 45 of the 
population.
' The mortality of males was at the rate of 2 ■ 300, and of females at 
the rate of 2:167 per cent, annually. , ;

The deaths of males were to the deaths of females as 103 to 100 ; and 
out of equal numbers of the two sexes the proportions become 106 to 
lQO.. - '

Ages.—The rate of mortality under ten years of age was higher than 
usual in both sexes ; and generally lower at the more advanced ages.

Seasons.—The winter was the; most fatal of the four quarters; and 
this is explained in the Quarterly Reports, of which the following is a 
summary.

SUMMARY of the QUARTERLY REPORTS, 1859.

First Quarter.—January, February, March, 1859.

The returns;present an unfavourable view of the; Public Health; the 
; people: have suffered and have died'in unusual numbers in many districts. 
Diphtheria has prevailed extensively. . The marriages indicate some im- 

J provement in the prospects of the people; and the births have not only 
exceeded the average, but have exceeded the numbers registered in any

■ previous winter quarter, j .
Marriages.—^-3^,382 weddings were; celebrated in the first three months 

; of the present year, and consequently 70,764 persons were married. The 
marriage rate in the quarter was 1*460  per cent, per annum.

Births.—The births of 175,532 children were registered in the quarter 
j that ended on the 31st March last; and the birth rate was 3*624  per 
' cent, per annum, or rather more than 36 in 1000 persons living.

Increase of Population. — As the births amounted to 175,532, the
■ deaths to 121,580, the natural increase-of the population was 53,952 ; or, 
on an average, 599 daily.

The probable increase in the population of the United Kingdom was at 
; the rate of 899 daily.

Table VI.—ENGLAND. Number and Annual Rate per Cent, of Marriages 
in each Quarter of the Years 1838-59.

KYears.

Marriages registered Annual Rate per Cent, of Marriages

In the Quarters ending the last day of In the Quarters ending the last day of

March. June. Sept. Dec. 1 March. June. i Sept. Dec.

1838 23,201. 29,801 27,764 > 87,301 •618 *783 *719: ’963
1839 24,679 31,339 29,887 i ; 37,261 i : *649 *812 *764 *949
1840 - 26,395 i 80,786 29,221 36,263 : *677 •787 *737 •QU
1841 A 24,447 ! ^2,551 29,397 36,101' ; *626 i *822 ’731 •895
1842 25,860 , 80,048 27,288 ‘ 35,629 i *654 - •;749 ! -'671 *874
1843 25,285 i 31,113 28,847 38,573 ' ; *632 1767 *701 *934
1844 - 26,387 ' 34,268 31,675 ■ 89,9191 ' *644 ^834 *760 *955
1845 29,551 i 35,300 35,003 , 43,889' *721 ' *849  < , ’830 ,1’038 ...

1846 31,417 ‘ 87,111 35,070 42,066 ; *757 f ' 1882 : *822 ’983
1847 — 27,480 ; 85,197 32,439 40,729! '655 *;826 ! *751 •940
1848 - 28,398 : 34,721 i 32,995 42,116! *661 : *805 ’755 ’961
1849 — 28,429 35,844 83,874 1 43,736' *661 *822 *766 ’986
1850 - 30,567 89,204 37,636 i , 45,337 : *702 *888 *840 1’010

1851 32,724 ; 38,635 37,316 > 45,531; ' *742 ! 1864 *822 -.1*000
1852 32,977 40,092 38,400 47,313 *730 *885 i *836 1’027
1853 85,149 40,446 . 39,899 ' 49,026 *778 *883 *859 1053
1854 33,234 40,618 : 38,182 47,793! *728 *875 *813 1’015
1855 - 29,186 88,549 ! 37,308 47,070 > • *633 !824 f • *787 ’989

1856 •33,427 ' 38,820 ' 39,089 48,001: ‘ *708 •819 ■ *813 •995
1857 - 33,321 41,267 38,669 1 ’45,840 *704 . 1859 ■ *794 *938
1858 : — 29,918 39,890 38,599 47,663 . *624 , - ?821 . j *783 *965

, 1859 35,382 42,042 39,803 50,496 *730 1856 i *799 1*010



vm Summary of the Quarterly Reports, 1859.

17,314 persons emigrated from the ports of the United Kingdom at 
which there are Government Emigration Agents. 5565, or after cor-

Table VH.—Showing the Number of Buildings registered for the Solemnization of 
Marriages, and. on the Register on 31st December 1859.
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ENGLAND - - 4228 15 56 56 1416 943 7 520 150 481 57 109 26 47 28 32 126 40 23 17 79

Divisions. '■

1 London - 292 4 4 6 105 59 - 42 9 19 2 1 2 iL, K 3 3 3 6 23
2 South Eastern 347 — - - 131 87 38 15 41 4 5 1 1 1 15 1 3 4
3 South Midland 334 - - - 127 136 2 21 4 31 - 6 - - 1 1 2 1 2
4 Eastern - - - - 251 - - 104 70 — 22 7 26 1 6 - - 5 1 9
5 South Western 457 - - - 157 97 2 31 27 77 — 9 20 13 3 3 1 1 1 15
6 West Midland 449 1 5 134 99 1 81 18 51 12 18 — 2 2 1 13 1 3 7
r North Midland - 265 - - 76 74 ., - 27 10 40 5 15 - 2 6 6 1 1 1 1
8 North Western - 559 4 8 15 149 61 1 131 37 61 17 15 1 14 1 10 .. 5 4 11 1 13
9 York - - 382 - 2 2 126 54 1 54 13 73 14 19 8 6 4 3 1 2

10 Northern - - - 247 7 41 28 42 12 - 49 2 33 6 11 - 5 4 3 c 1 3
11 Welsh - - — 645 r . - - , 265 194 - 24 8 29 - 5 - - 1 1 117 1 - -

—- — — 1 .
I__ London.

Middlesex (part of) - - 206 4 4 4 70 35 - 31 7 15 - 1 - 2 1 3 3 3 5 18
Surrey (part of) - 57 - - - ■ ■ 24 15 - 7 2 3 2 — - - - - - 1 3
Kent (part of) - - - 29 — - 2 11 9 - 4 - 1 - - ■r - - - - 2
II.—South Eastern Div.

1 Surrey (extra-metropolitan) 34 - - - . 18 5 - 5 1 2 - - - 1 — - 1 - - 1
2 Kent (extra-metropolitan) - 110 - - 34 33 - 11 4 18 -■ 1 - 1 - — 6 - 1 1
3 Sussex - 65 - - — 25 17 — , 5 5 6 — - I - — — 4 — 1 1
4 Hampshire - - - - 92 . - - - . 39 22 10 3 9 - 2 3 - - 1 1 1 1
5 Berkshire - - - - 46 - - — 15 10 7 2 6 - 2 " - - 1 - 3 ■ - - -

HL—South Midland Div.
6 Middlesex (extra-metropol.) 33 - - - 18 8 5 - - - - Si - ■ - — 1 - - 1
7 Hertfordshire 46 - - — 29 14 1 1 1 — — — - — - — - —
8 Buckinghamshire

Oxfordshire - -
41 - — - 19 16 — 2 - 3 — 1 — — ■' — __ — •- —

9 38 - - 11 11 •- 8 1 6 - — - — 1 - 1 ' - - -
10 Northamptonshire - - 63 - '■ - 23 27 1 3 1 6 - - - - - 1 - i- - - 1
11 Huntingdonshire - - 22 - - - . 4 15 - - - 3 - - - - - - — - - - —
12 Bedfordshire - - - - 42 - - - 9 21 1 1 - 8 - 2 - - - - - - - -
13 Cambridgeshire - 49 — - — 14 24 1 1 4 3 - - - ■ - 1 - 1 -

IV.—Eastern Division.
8814 Essex ----- - - - ; 45 17 - 10 - 10 - - — - - - - - 1 - 5

15 Suffolk - - - - 77 - - - ■ 37 28 - 4 3 3 - 2 - - - - - . - - - -
16 Norfolk -*-■  ~- - 86 - • - - • 22 25 8 4 13 1 4 - 5 - - _ — — - 4

V.—South Western Div.
17 Wiltshire - - - - 71 - - - 2Z 27 - 3 2 6 - 5 '■K - 1 - — - - - —
18 Dorsetshire - - - 43 - - - 20 4 — 8 4 6 - 1 T - - - - - - -
19 Devonshire - - - - 156 - - - 57 32 - 8 14 20 - - 12 2 1 1 - - - - 9
20 Cornwall - - - - 62 - - — > 7 6 - 6 . - 24 - 1 6 10 - 2 — - - - -
21 Somersetshire - - - 125 - . — 46 28 2 6 7 • 21 - 2 2 1 1 - - 1 1 1 6

VT.—West Midland Div.
11522 Gloucestershire - - - - 1 - 43 37 1 10 3 8 - 1 - - - 2 - 7 - - 2

23 Herefordshire - - - 20 - - - 4 6 2 - 2 - 5 - - - - - 1 - - - j
24 Shropshire - - - - 53 .. — ■ - - - 20 9 — 10 1 2 2 6 - - - - 1 1 — 1 -
25 Staffordshire - - - 121 - - 8 30 13 — 33 4 21 8 5 - 1 - - 1 T 1 1
26 Worcestershire - - - 50 — - 1 9 11 — 8 5 9 1 1 •? 1 - - — 2 - 2
27 Warwickshire - - - 90 — 'f 1 28 23 - 18 5 9 1 - - . - . — 1 1 1 2

VII.—N. Midland Div.
28 Leicestershire - - - 66 - - - ■ 21 24 — 8 2 7 — 2 - 1 1 - - - t- ■'
29 Rutlandshire - - 6 - - - 3 3 - r- - - - - - - - - .v A - -
30 Lincolnshire - - - 78 — — — 18 20 6 3 16 2 8 — — 1 4 — — — —
31 Nottinghamshire 53 - — - 15 17 — 4 2 9 2 1 - - - 1 - ’ - 1 1
32 Derbyshire - 62 - - 19 10 - 9 3 8 1 4 — 1 4 1 1 1 —

VIH.—N. Western Div. 133 Cheshire - - - - 93 - 1 3 29 8 13 10 13 3 3 - 3 — 4 2 -
34 Lancashire - - 466 4 7 12 120 53 1 118 27 48 14 12 1 11 1 6 3 4 11 1 12

IX.—York Division. 235 West Riding - - - 284 - 1 2 97 44 1 32 10 53 12 11 - 7 6 2 - — 3 1
36 East Riding (with York) - 59 - - - 18 8 — 10 2 10 2 6 - 1 - 2 - - -
87 North Riding - 39 1 — - 11 2 \ - 12 1 10 . - 2 - - - - —

X—Northern Division.
38 Durham - - - - 95 - 10 4 17 5 - 24 - 18 5 5 - 2 2 2 - - - - 1
39 Northumberland - - 100 6 26 21 10 6 - 16 1 6 1 3 - ‘ - 2 — 1 - 1
40 Cumberland - - - 39 1 4 3 11 - - 8 - 8 - 2 - 2 - — - - - —
41 Westmorland - - - 13 1 - ■ 4 1 - 1 1 1 - 1 — 1 - 1 - - 1

XI.—Welsh Division.
42 Monmouthshire - - - 96 -■ - - 31 44 - 9 - 6 - 3 - - 1 - 2 - ■ - - —
43 South Wales - - - 363 — - — 174 L23 - 9 7 11 — 1 •- - - 1 1 - -
44 North Wales - - - 186 60 27 6 1 12 1 •— — 79 "1

First Quarter.-—January, February, March. ix

recting for those of undistinguished origin, 6452 of the emigrants were of 
English birth; of whom 37I9 sa,ded to the Australian colonies, and 2263 
to the United States. About 72 English, 16 Scotch, and 04 Trish 
emigrants, on an average, left the country daily.

Prices, the Weather, and Pauperism.—The price of wheat during the 
13 weeks was 40s. 8d a quarter ; the prices in the first 13 weeks of 1857 
and 18^8 having been $6s. icd. and 4.6s. $d. The price is less by 12 per 
per cent, than it was 12 months ago. It it remarkable that after due cor-

 

Table VUI.—ENGLAND. Births, 1859.—Number and Proportion of Male and 
Eemale Children born in and out of Wedlock.
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42
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XI.—Monmouthshire and Wales. 
Monmouthshire - - - -
South Wales - - - - -
North Wales -■

X.—Northern Counties.
Durham -
Northumberland - - - 
Cumberland - - -
Westmorland -

II.—South Eastern Counties.
Surrey (extra-metropolitan) - 
Kent (extra-metropolitan) -
Sussex - - - - -
Hampshire - - - - -
Berkshire - - - - -

IX.—Yorkshire. 
West Riding -  
East Riding (with York) - 
North Riding - - -

III.—South Midland Counties.
Middlesex (extra-metropolitan) 
Hertfordshire - - » - -

NO.
1
2
3
4
5

eh2 
•S Q — © o

a

352662 337219 329668 315462 22994 21757 104*6 104-5 105-7 6-5-

47330 45579 45351 43656 1979 1923 103-8 103-9 100-9 4*̂

4090 3938 3889 3735 201 203 103-9 104-1 99’0 5*09042 8681 8488 8153 554 528 104-2 104-1 104-9 6*15754 5542 5367 5160 387 382 103-8 104-0 101*3 6*87286 6951 6867 6552 419 399 104-8 104-8 105-0 5*73410 3290 3157 3045 253 245 103-6 103-7 103-3 7*4

2785 2855 2652 2722 133 133 97-5 97*4 100*0 4*72902 2872 2695 2670 207 202 101-0 100-9 102-5 7-12652 2469 2466 2301 186 168 107*4 107*2 110*7 6-93027 2847 2800 2654 227 193 106-3 105-5 117-6 7*24260 4000 4030 3760 230 240 106-5 107-2 95-8 5*71086 986 1019 925 67 61 110-1 110-2 109-8 6*2"2589 2472 2381 2275 208 197 104*7 104*7 105-6 8*0 ’3333 3063 8077 2847 256 216 108-8 108*1 118-5 7*4

6362 6155 5997 . 5839 365. 316 103-4 102-7 115*56038 5618 5535 5161 503 457 107-5 107-2 110*1 8*2*7643 7043 6824 6295 819 748 108*5 108*4 109*5 10-7

3888 3833 3617 3550 271 274 101-4 101-6 08'0 7-13043 2944 2865 2752 178 192 103-4 104’1 92*7 6*29153 8626 8576 8095 577 531 106-1 105*9 108’7 6*26611 6181 6218 5838 393 343 107-0 106-5 114’6 5*87522 7017 7044 6586 478 431 107*2 107-0 110*0 6*3

6980 6789 6623 6425 357 364 102-8 103-1 98-11583 1574 1451 1450 132 124 100-6 100-1 106-5 8’14298 3990 3891 3583 407 407 107*7 108-6 100*015782 15114 14891 14197 891 917 104-4 104-9 97’25221 4913 4901 4586 320 327’ 106-3 106-0 97-9 6*410263 9930 9689 9413 574 517 103*4 102-9 111-0 5*4

4395 4024 4022 3721 373 303 109’2 108-1 123-1 8*0385 346 353 329 32 17 111-3 107-3 188-2 6*76977 6641 6463 6094 514 547 105'1 106-1 94-0 7*ff6016 5753 5490 5235 526 518 104’6 104-9 101-5 8’95261 5191 4872 4780' 389 411 101-3 101-9 94’6 7.7

8420 8052 7797 7418 623 634 104-6 105-1 98-3 7*ff45362 43556 42272 40752 3090 2804 104-1 103-7 110’2 6*6

28548 27465 26553 25577 1995 1888 103-9 103-8 105-7 6*9'4789 4586 4414 4209 375 377 104-4 104-9 99'5 8-0‘3614 3474 3280 3176 334 298 104-0 103-3 112*1 8'0

11131
6044,

10625 10505 10031 626 594 104-8 104-7 105*4
5752 5558 5331 486 421 105-1 104-3 115-4 7*73575 3416 .3170 3023 405 893 104-7 104*9 103*1 11*4924 885 833 801 91 84 104-4 104'0 108-3 9*7

3863 3597 3690 3423 173 174 107’4 107*8 99*4 4*7L2942
6483

12402 12095 11630 847 772 104-4 104-0 109-7 6*46182 5940 5698 543 484 104*9 104-2 112’2 8*1

6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13

Buckinghamshire 
Oxfordshire
N or thamptonshire 
Huntingdonshire 
Bedfordshire - 
Cambridgeshire -

— - -

IV.—Eastern Counties.
14 Essex - - A ‘ _
15 Suffolk - - — -»
16 Norfolk - - - - -

V.—South Western Counties.
17 Wiltshire - - _ A
18 Dorsetshire - A A a
19 Devonshire - - A A
20 Cornwall - - Ji A A.
21 Somersetshire - - - -

VI.—West Midland Counties.
22 Gloucestershire - A -
23 Herefordshire - a
24 Shropshire - - — A A A
25 Staffordshire - — u-
26 Worcestershire - — A A A
27 Warwickshire ~ - - -

VII.—North Midland Counties.
28 Leicestershire - Ji
29 Rutlandshire - tB
30 Lincolnshire - -
31 Nottinghamshire •• -
32 Derbyshire - -

VIII.—North Western Counties./
33 Cheshire - —
34 Lancashire - - - - -



x ( . Summary of the i Quarterly Reports, 185 9.

ructions have been made for measure and for quali'ty in the Eton returns, 
the average prices of wheat were 40& yd. and 40s. 6d. a quarter in the 
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. The price of potatoes also fell con
siderably ; in the first 13 corresponding weeks of . 1837-8-9 York Regents 
sold at nos., 152s. 6d., and 90s. a ton at the waterside market, South
wark. At Leadenhall and Newgate Markets the price of beef of the 
lowest and of the highest quality is more by |d. a pound than it was in

Table IX.—Births to 100 Persons living in each County, during each of the 
Years 1850-59.

Births to 100 Persons living.

jybte.—In deducing the results given in this Table a correction has been made for increase of population, based on the numbers 
enumerated in 1841 and 1851, on the assumption that the increase was uniform in each year to 1851. Since the Census of 1851, 
as no satisfactory data exist for ascertaining the progress of the population, which has-been much interfered with by emigration 
and other causes, the increase has been taken to be approximately represented by the excess of births over deaths registered 
in each year. The proportions must be taken as provisional; until the next census the absolute numbers cannot be determined.

COUNTIES.
1850. 1851. 1852. 1853. 1854. 1855. 1856. 1857. 1858. 1859.

Average 
Annual 
Rate. 

1850-59.

No.

ENGLAND - -

I.—London - - -j

II.—South Eastern Counties.

3*340

3*205

3*425

3’300

3*428

3*857

3’328

3’834

3*407

3’374

3-380

3*334

3’452

3*342

3*435

3*358

3*357

3’272

8-494

3’349

8*405

3*323

1
2

Surrey {extra-metropolitan)
Kent {extra-metropolitan) - 2*866

8’196
8*036

2*943
8-324 
3*149

2*987  
3*253  
3’186

2’995
8*095
2-995

3*027  
8*159  
3’034

2-995 
3*101  
2*883

3*230  
6*219  
3’043

3*267
3*337
2*978

3*344
3’120
2’888

3*598
3*315  ;
3’026 i

3*125  
3*212  
8*022

3
4
5

Sussex - - - -
Hampshire - - - - ’ -
Berkshire - - - - - — — •

3*169  
8*087

3*180
3*111

3*150
3*111

81155 
2*891

3*089
2*922

2*950
2’832

3*230  
2*974

3*264
2’961

3’164
2*873

3*236
3*099

3*159
2*986

III.—South Midland Counties.
8*121
3*051
8-188
3-092
8-395
3’209
3-422 

' 3’189

6 
z7

8
9

10
11
12
13

Middlesex {extra-metropolitan) - <
Hertfordshire , - - —“
Buckinghamshire i - • • ~
Oxfordshire > - ■*  j 
Northamptonshire - \ - - -i
Huntingdonshirq - } - -
Bedfordshire . H~ - t*,
Cambridgeshire - - - -

2*983  
3*338  
3-383 
3:267 
8*425  
3-677 
3’608 
3*609

2*921  
3*388  
3*410  
3-254 
3-500 
3’557 
3*655  
3*418

3*035
3-150
8*335
8-313 
3’419 
8-277 
8-583 
3’388

3*010  
2’974 
3'068 
2’957 
3'230 
3-117 
3’271 
3’020

3*136  
2*934  
3-101 
3’045 
3’280 
3’049 
3’318 
3-018

3*044  
2*839  
3’052 
2’850 
8’881 
3’004 
3’252
2’954

3’198 
2*995  
3’064 
8’080 
3’439 
3’150 
8’371 
8’066

3-192 
3*040  
3-171 
3’053 
3’445 
3’149 
8’453 
2’971

3*230  
2’856 
3*002  
2’951 
3’367 
3*021  
3’214 
2*917

3*458  
3’004 
3'244 
3’154 
3*465  
3'088 
8*492  
3’029

IV.—Eastern Counties.
8*306
3-154
8-116

8’180
8114
3’060

14
15
16

Essex . H;- -
Suffolk ’ ; 7- • r; ; ,r ■■ ~ 
Norfolk • - - r - L ■ —'

3-262
3-383
3*207

3’277
3’369
3’298

3-199 
3’212 
3-188

3’054
3-002
2’914

3’072 
3’016 
3’066

3’109 
2’941 
2’887

3*199
3*073
3’029

3’222
3’069
2’957

3’101
2*975
2’933

V.—South Western Counties.
2*947  
3*084  
2*873  
3*222  
2*938

3’011 
3’024 
2’889
8’254
2’934

17
18
19
20
21

Wiltshire - - -
Dorsetshire - — -
Devonshire - - - -
Cornwall' — , - -
Somersetshire - - ; -

3*187  
3‘183 
3’020
3*225  
3’093

8’217 
3*238  
3*013  
8-361 
3’087

3-144
8-121
8’035
3’355
3’084

2’859
2’987
2’915 
3’310
2’862

3’059 
2’948 
2’862 
8-344 
2’930

2’886
2’886
2’732 
3’181 
2’836

3’005 
2’911 
2’827 '
3’253
2’884

2’924 
2’920 
2’792
3’165
2’795

2-879
2’957
2’825 
3*122  
2’828

VI.—West Midland Counties.

22
23
24
25
26
27

Gloucestershire - I -
Herefordshire - - ' -
Shropshire - - -
Staffordshire - - -
Worcestershire 1- - -
Warwickshire " I- •

BBSS
3-047 
2’860 
2*770  
8-777 
3*247  
3’564

3-114 
2’799 
2’859 
3*942  
3*309
3-662

3-148
2’921
2’852
4’032 
3’838 
3’832

3-007
2’752
2’774
3’984 
3’264 
3*647

3'098 
2*960  
2’987 
4’199
3’468 
3‘80Q

3’070 
2’720 
2’880 
4’305
8’364
3’750

3’026
2’931
3’042
4’303
3’422
3‘784

2’962 
2’886 
3’025 
4’225 
3’346
3’725

3*048
2’869
3’001
4*250
3’372
3’692

3*033
2*972
8-128
4’282
3’508 
3*754

3*055  
2’867 
2'932 
4*180
8*361
3’722

VII.—North Midland Counties.
3*327  
2’855 
8*137  
3’464
3*440

28
29
30
81
32

Leicestershire - - . —.
Rutlandshire - 
Lincolnshire . -
Nottinghamshire ■ - ' - 
Derbyshire - - - -

-
3-421
2*785
3-388 
3*343
3-413

3*644  
.8*068
3’315
3*407
3*411

8*467  
2’825 
3’213
3'446
8’470

3-284 
2’902 
3*029  
8’876 
3’319

3’340 
2’949 
3’053
3’494 
3'862

3’267 
2’778 
3’064
3’430
3’479

3*304
2*843
3’162 
8*519
3’560

3*186  
2’847 
3’094 
3’619 
8’427

3’099
2’822
2’982
3-393
8’353

3*257  
2*729  
3-0C5 
3’612 
3’610

VIII.—North Western Counties.
3*528
3*920

3’427
3-86133

34
Cheshire - h ~ ~
Lancashire- - «. — 3-326

3’755
3*532
3’840

3’409
3'860

3’362
3*855

3’466
3’929

3’456
3’896

3’433
3’901

8’456
3’9(X)

3-306
3’753

XX—‘Yorkshire.
8-765
8’295
3-184

35
36
37

West Biding ?• - 1 • - 
East Riding (with York) - 
North Riding f ~ a. — 3’669

3233
3*183

3’835
3’281
8-175

3’915
3’223
3’168

3’781
3’223
3-055

8-826
3’296
3119

3-786
3’292 

_3-2Q0

3-793 
3’426 
3’264

8-741
3’348
8’215

3-580
3’279
3-189

3*728
3’358
3'268

X.—-Northern Counties.
4’206
3-421 
8’184 
2*868

38
89
40
41

Durham - - -
Northumberland - -
Cumberland - ~ —
Westmorland - - -

3’727
3’358 
3’237
2’970

4’024
3’486
3’332
3’070

3’983
3’386
3’238 
2’921

3-769 
3’240 
3-105 
2’883

4’078
3’291
3’209
8’008

4’437 
.3'461
3-119
2’712

4‘596
3*578  
3’108 
2’797

4’526
3’428 
,3’148 

•2-802

4’410
3*466
3’091
2/688

4*557
3’518 
8’249 
2’829

XI.—Monmouthshire and Wales.
3*774
3*767

8*594
3’426
2*854

42
43

Monmouthshire - - ~ 
Smith Wales — — —

- 3-403
3’227

3’449
8-245

3’386
3’286

3’354
3’256

3’694
3’385

3’642
3’395

3-800 
3’548

3’787
3*600

3’654
3*547

44 | North Wales - 2’899 2’891 2’852 2’816 2-820 2’859 2’911 2'836 2’753 2*907

First Quarter.—January, February, March. xi
the winter of last year ; mutton is at the same price. The mean prices 
per lb. in the three winters 1857-8-9 were : beef, $%d., fyd., and f$d.^ 
mutton, 6fJ., 5^?., and fyd.

The mean temperature of the quarter that ended on March 31st, at 
Greenwich, was 43°*3,  or 5°*  5 and 4°’i higher than the temperature of 
the two corresponding quarters of 1857-8 ; and 4°*9  above the mean 
temperature of 88 years. There are only two instances (1822 and 1846) 
since 1771, when the winter temperature 'was higher. The excess of 
temperature zwas observed in each of the three months. The air contained 
more than the average amount of water, but the humidity was less than 
usual, being 83 (saturation being=ioo). The fall of rain was 3-1 in. 
at Greenwich ; so it was 1 • 6 in. below the average. The rain-fall was 
deficient in all the southern counties, excepting Cornwall and Devon.

Table X.—Proportional Number of Births in each Quarter to 1000 Births in 
the Average Quarter of each Year, 1838-59.

YEARS.

Number 
of Births 

in the
Average 
Quarter.

Proportional Number of Births

In the average 
Quarter 

(assumed to be 
1000).

First
Quarter 
ending 

March 31.

Second ' 
Qi tarter 
ending 

June 30.

Third
Quarter 
en<ling 

Sept. 30.

Fourth 
Quarter 
ending 

Dec 31,

1838 115947 1000 995 1053 981 971
1839 123144 1000 1017 1049 967 967
1840 125576 1000 1059 1033 949 959
1841 128040 1000 1059 1017 950 965
1842 129435 1000 1062 1039 944 955

1 1843 131831 1000 1052 99.9 964 985
1844 135191 1000 1068 1018 . 957 957
1845 135880 1000 1068 1009 966 957
1846 143156 1000 1027 1047 961 965
1847 134991 1000 1099 1032 934 935
1848 140765 1000 998 1070 991 941
1849 144540 1000 1078 1066 927 929
1850 148:356 1000 974 1051 990 985
1851 153966 1000 1022 1033 978 967
1852 156003 1000 1037 1019 969 974
1853 153098 1000 1056 * 1037 964 943
1854 158601 1000 1026 1090 968 916
1855 ■ 158761 1000 1060 z 1044 966 930
1856 164363 1000 1035 1060 952 953
1857 165790 1000 ' 1042 1031 964 963
1858 163870 1000 1057 1034 953 956
1859 172470 1000 1032 1022 968 978

Table XL—ENGLAND. Births and Deaths registered in each Quarter of the Years 
1838 to 1859.

xxii. b

; YEARS.

Births Deaths

In the Quarters ending the last day of In the Quarters ending the last day’ of

March. June. September. December. March.. June. September. December.

1838 113815 121781 114734 113457 98152 90877 72877 80854
1839 123543 128806 120115, 120110 8.9740 87960 76280 84995
1840 132305 129059 119822 121117 98896 90339 80822 89630
1841 j 133720 ‘ 129884 123868 124686 99069 86134 75440 83204
1842 135615 134096 123296 124732 I 96314 80538 82330 84328
1843 136837 131279 128161 131048 1 94906 87234 76702 87493
1844 143578 136941 130078 130166 101024 85337 79708 90864
1845 143080 ‘136853 132369 131219 i 101664 80149 74872 80681
1846 145103 149450 138718 139349 89484 90230 101664 108937
1847 146453 130072 127173 127267 119670 106718 93435 103479
1848 139736 149760 140359 133204 1 120030 99727 87638 92436
1849 153772 153693 135223 135471 105870 102153 135227 97589
1850 i 144551 155865 146911 146095 98430 00871 85849 91845
1851 157286 159073 150594 148912 105359: 99458 91499 99080
1852 161803 159031 151222 151956 106358 10'0625 100382 99770
1853 161729 158697 147602 144363 118119 107647 92201 103130
1854 160785 172457 154724 146439 111843 102586 • 113843 100633

. 1855 166225 165277 154700 148841 134542 106493 87646 97022,
1856 169250 173263 157462 157478 103014 100009 91155 96238
1857 170430 170444 161181 161016 103665 100046 100528 110576
1858 170959 169115 157445 157960 125810 107142 98142 118553'
1859 175532 175864 168394 170091 121580 105631 104216 109354?



XU Summary of the Quarterly Reports, 1859.

The deficiency was less in the northern stations. . At Stonyhurst the Rev. 
A. Weld says : “The weather has been so wet that scarcely anything 
can be done on the ground; no one remembers so wet a se&sd'n.’’. At 
Bristol 5 *29  inches of rain fell in three days (March nth, 12th, and 13th). 
The Rev. J. Slatter, of Rose Hill, near Oxford, says : “ The great absence 
of rain has produced much low fever.” The people are often driven in 
droughts to the use of impure water, which is a common cause of disease 
in men and animals. Altogether the meteorology of the season has been 
exceptional.

Table XII.—ENGLAND. Proportion of Births, to 100 Women living at the 
. r ,? ; Age 15-45, in each of the Years 1841-59.

Middle of the Years
Women living 

at the Age 15-45 
(estimated).

Births registered.
Births to

100 Women living 
at the Age 15-45.

Women bearing
Children to 100 

Women livings*

1841 - 3,811,614 512,158 13’4 13’71842 - - 3,853,121 517,739 18’4 13*7
1843 - — 3,895,081 527,325 13’5 13’8
1844 - - 3,937,497 540,763 13*7 14’0
1845 - 3,980,376 543,521 13’7 13’9
1846 - - 4,023,721 572,625 14*2 14’5
1847 - 4,067,538 539,965 13*3 13*5  |
1848 — - 4,111,833 563,059 13’7 14’0
1849 — — 4,156,610 . 578,159 13’9 14’2
1850 - - 4,201,875 593,422 14*1 14’4
1851 - - 4,247,632 615,865 14*5 14’8
1852 — . ■ — 4,293,888 624,012 14’5 14’8
1853 - ! — 4,340,647 612,891 14*1 14’4
1854 — - ■; 4,387,916 634,405 14*5 14’7
1855 — - 4,435,699 635,043 14’3 14’6

: 1856 - ? - 4,484,003 657,453 14’7 15*0
1857 - . - 4,532,832 663,071 14’6 14*9

; 1858 - - 4,582,194 655,481 14*3 14*6
1859 — — 4,632,093 689,881 14’9 15*2

1 2 3 4 5

* The number of children born alive is to the number of women bearing children (including those whp bear 
still-born; children) nearly as 100 to 102. See the data of this estimate in the l*7th  Annual Report, Appendix, 
p. 72. The figures in col. 5. are deduced by multiplying the figures in col. 4. by 1’02.

Table XIII.—ENGLAND. Deaths.—Annual Rate of Mortality of Males 
and of Females, 1838-59.

YEARS.

Deaths

Deaths of Males 
to 100 

Deaths of Females.

Of equal Numbers 
living, 

the Number 
of Male Deaths ', 

to every 100 Deaths 
of Females.

Of Males 
to

100 Males 
living.

Of Females 
to

100 Females 
living.

1838 - 2-335 2-133 105 109
1839 - 2-275 2*090 104 109
1840 - - 2-372 2-203 103 108
1841 - - 2-238 2-083 103 107
1842 - - 2-241 2’098 102 107
1843 - - 2’202 2-047 103 108
1844 - — 2’242 • 2-083 103 108
1845 - - 2-170 2’012 103 108

i 1846 - — 2-395 2’221 103 108
1847 - , - 2-546 2-380 103 107
1848 - - 2’391 2-224 103 108
1849 - - 2-581 2-445v 101 106
1850 - - 2*143 2-013 102 106
1851 - — 2*276 2-124 103 107
1852 - - 2’320 2*156 103 108
1853 - - 2*379 2*201 104 108
1854 - - 2*434 2*273 103 107
1855 - - 2-348 2’187 104 107
1856 - - 2*125 1*978 104 107
1857 - 2’237 2’114 102 106
1858 - 2’365 2’243 102 105
1859 2*300 2*167 103 106

Average of 22 years,)
1838-59 - J 2’314 2*158  ' 103 107

The Table may be read thusIn the year 1838 to every 100 males living there were 2’335 deaths of males; to 
every 100 females living there were 2*133  deaths of females; and to every 100 females who died there were 105 
deaths of males. The last column shows the relative mortality of males and females; and that out of eqndl 
numbers living the deaths of males were 109 to every 100 deaths of females in 1838.

First Quarter.—January, February, March. xiri-

The returns with which the Registrar General has been favoured by the 
Poor Law Board, exhibit the improvement in the circumstances of the 
people which the marriages indicated. The average number of paupers

Table XIV.—Annual Rate of Mortality per Cent, in each County during 
each of the Years 1849-1859.

Deaths to 100 Persons living.

COUNTIES.
1849 1850 1851 1852 1853 1854 1855 1856: 1857 1858

ENGLAND - - 2*512 2*077 2-199 2’236 2-288 2-352 2*266 2*050 2'175 2:303— ;-------
I.—London 3-014 2*104 2’339 2’258 2’435 2’929 2’414 2-189 2*215 2-356

No. II.—South Eastern
Counties.

1 Surrey (eatfra-metfropoZ/tan) - 1-932 1*683 1*719 1-803 1*914 2-012 2-111 1’956 1*853 2-1462 Kent (ercira-meirqpoZiiaw) - 2-362 1*838 1-916 1’915 2*023 2*173 2*077 1-939 1*972 2-1208 Sussex - - - - - 2-018 1*768 1-901 1-820 1’855 1*877 1-947 1-707 1*706 2-0194 Hampshire - - - - 2*523 1*995 1-948 2-011 2*027 2*091 2-318 1’946 2-014 2’0975 Berkshire - - - - 2’272 1*966 2-001 2-036 ■2-057 2’008 2’122 1*799 1*796 2-035
III.—South Midland

Counties.
6 Middlesex(exfra-meirqpoZiton) 2-241 1’730 2-017 2-052 2:109 2:588 2’132 2*029 2-136 2*1577 Hertfordshire - - - 2*254 1*916 1*839 1-802 1-777 1-796 1*890 1*723 1*832 1-8018 Buckinghamshire- - 2’124 2*104 2’066 2*010 2*144 2*002 2’167 1*832 1’925 1-991
9 Oxfordshire - - - - 2*219 2*099 2*144 1*978 2*038 2’109 2*024 1*683 1’908 2’08810 Northamptonshire - - 2*211 2*023 1*953 2’101 2-156 2*193 2*196 1*900 1’976 2’01111 Huntingdonshire - - - 2’061 2-296 1-908 1-940 1-993 1*784 1*915 1-714 1’919 1’84112 Bedfordshire - 2*156 1-952 1-907 1-957 1-977 2-132 2-562 1*934 2-049 1’9U'13 Cambridgeshire - 2’375 2*165 2’024 1’914 2*027 2*031 2-165 1*754 1-856 1-776

IV.—Eastern Counties.
14 Essex - - - - 2-235 1*846 1-881 1-924 1-989 2’275 2-102 1-877 1-988 2-058
15 -Suffolk - - ■ - _ ~ 2-144 1-982 2’026 2-011 2*000 1*846 1*998 1’835 1’861 1-951
16 Norfolk - - - • - - 2’119 2*327 2-157 2’072 2-019 2’033 2-105 .1*798 1*959 2*201

Vi—South Western
Counties.

17 ’ Wiltshire - - 2-285 1*926 2*083 2-087 '2-155 1-979 2-151 1*719 1-773 1*90918 . Dorsetshire - — - . - 2*094 1*869 1-877 1-939 1*936 1-820 1’942 1*574 1*805 2*05919 Devonshire - - - - 2*362 2'010 1-938 2-028 1-952 1*909 2-017 1*688 1*872 1*974
1- 917
2- 032

20 Cornwall - 2*003 1*868 2-123 2’108 2-042 1-879 1*978 1*799 1 *836
31 . Somersetshire — - - 2*186 2*031 2*062 1’984 1-997. 1*797 2*050 .1*070 1’760

VI.—West Midland
Counties.

22 Gloucestershire - - - 2-460 2*095 2’187 2-242 2-184 '2*089 ;2’156 1*880 1’933 2’180
2-062
2-038
2-521
2-053
2*452

23 Herefordshire — ■ - - 1-918 2*005 1*890 2'06] 2*125 1-813 2’260 1-905 1292524 - Shropshire •- - . - 2-225 1*953 2:054 1'911 2-100: 1-960 2:070 l.:778 1-970
25 Staffordshire - - • - - 2-745 2-297 2*507 2-379 2’576 2*876 2*470 2’307 2-671
26 Worcestershire - - - 2-076 J1*960 2-066 1*954 2*028 2’178 2- 066 1*812 2*035'
27 Warwickshire - - - 2-276 2*156 2*464 2’294 2*369 2-651 2’229 2’092 2*427

VII.—North Midland
Counties.

28 Leicestershire - - 2-210 2'066 2’163 2’325 2-238 2’075 2*009 1*872 2’180 2-316
1-843
1-940
2*404
2*330

29 Rutlandshire 1-893 1*836 1'645 1-627 1-76.5 1’581 1-879 1*661 1 ’405
80
81

Lincolnshire - - - - 
Nottinghamshire - - -

2-009
2-142

1*811
1*894

1-876
2’144

1*832
2*124

1*790
2-405

2’009
2-331

1*977
2*028

1- 575
2- 090

1- 694
2- 14782 Derbyshire - - - 2-117 2*016 2*045 2’190 2*328 2*215 2-110 1*936 2-079

VIII.—North Western
Counties.

S3 Cheshire - - - - 2-409 2-103 2*244 2-438 2 432 2-218 2’192 2’037 2'252 2*249
2*85034 Lancashire - — - - 8-037 2*464 2*647 2*889 2-818 2’766 2*765 2-554 2’735

IX.—Yorkshire.
35 West Riding - - - - 2-684 2’225 2-449 2’510 2-461 2*438 2-221 2*203 2’352 2’476

2’293
1-859

86 East Riding (with York) 3-279 2-087 2’224 2’332 2*179 2*226 .2’050 1:869 2^93
87 North Riding 1-946 1*750 1-790 1-921 1’848 1*916 2-011 1*693 1’846

X.—Northern Counties.
88 Durham - . - - - 2*641 2*035 2*218 2*376 2-467 2-569 .2*411 2*454 2*526

2*175
2-569
2'197
1-974
1*684

89 Northumberland - - • - 2’647 1*945 2’041 2-353 2-750 2’087 2-138 2’044
40 Cumberland - - - - 2’276 1*929 2’006 1-928 2-034 2’128 2*164 1*890 1 *914
41 Westmorland - - - 1-847 1-769 1*816 1-915 1-990 1’739 1*756 1-517 1’590

XI.—Monmouthshire and
Wales.

42 Monmouthshire - - - 2’542 2*129 2-061 2’162 2*415 2 *492 2’831 2’031 2-139 2-430
2-412
1’9§7;

43 South Wales - - . - 2*746 1-994 2’108 2-118 2-217 2:238 2*259 2*030 2’02844 North Wales - - 2*223 1-925 1-843 1-990 2-041 1*919 2’091 1*832 1*863

Ave
rage’ 

Annual
Rate, 

1849-58.

1859

’ 2*246 2-232

2-425 2-230

1*913 2-106
2*034 2:042
1-862 2*001
2’097 2-068
2'009 1*935

2-119 2*236
1*863 1’773
2-037 2*011
2-029 1*920
2*072 2*206
1-932 1-750’
2-054 1-984
2-009 L*756

2’017 2-047
1*965 1-848
2*079 1*905,

2-007 1*912
1-892 1-939
1-975 1-985
1-955 1*845
1*957; 1*949

2-136/ 2-053
1-996 2*187
2-00.6 2*031
2-535 2-678
2’023 2*254
2-341; 2-406

2’140 2 1531
1’714 1*736
1-851 1’969
2-171 2-488
2-137 2’244

2-257 2*148
2’753; 2*591

2-402’ 2’385
2-283 2*208
1*858 2*081

2*427.' 2-496
2’237 2*166
2-024 2*088
1-762; 1-866

2*276 2’370
2’218 2-322
1-966 1*945

-Vote.—In deducing the results given in this Table a correction has been made for increase of population 
based on the numbers enumerated in 1841 and 1851, on the assumption that the increase was uniform in each 
year. (1841—1851). Since the Census of 1851, as no satisfactory data exist for ascertaining the progress of the 
population, which has been much interfered with by emigration and other causes, the increase has been taken 
to be approximatively represented by the- excess of births over deaths registered in each resneetivA 
ending June 30th. P Ye year

b 2
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in the receipt of relief (865,818) was less by 108,199 than the numbers 
(974,017) receiving relief in the first thirteen weeks of 1858, and 46,729 
less than the numbers in the corresponding quarter of 1857. A part of 
the improvement is fairly referable to the mildness of the weather ; but a 
part is undoubtedly due to the improvement in the circumstances of the 
people which was perceptible in the latter part of last year.

State of the Public Health.—121, $80 deaths were-registered in the 
quarter. The mortality was at the rate of 2 • 510 per cent., or rather more 
than 25 in iooo. The number of deaths was less than the number of 
deaths in the winter of last year by 4239 ’ and the rate of annual morta
lity was less by 1 in 1000. In both the winter quarters the rate of 
mortality exceeded the average rate prevailing during the winters of the 
last ten years. In the first quarter of the year 1858, the weather was 
unusually severe ; in the first quarter of 1859 the weather was unusually 
mild. In both quarters the rate of mortality exceeded the average. The 
rate of mortality in 1.25 districts and 23 sub-districts comprising the chief 
towns, is 26*5  in 1000, the same as the average of ten previous winters. 
The mortality in the remaining districts and sub districts, comprising

Table XV—ENGLAND. Deaths—Annual Rate of Mortality per Cent of 
Males and. Females at different Ages.

DEATHS of Males to 100 Males living.

DEATHS of Females to 100 Females living.

Tears -
. t
1849 1850 1851 1852 1853

t
1854 1855 1856 1857 1858

Average
- o f th e 
-Rates of
10 Years 
1849-58.

1859

All Ages - 2*581 2*143 2*276 2*320 2*379 2*434 2*348 2*125 2*237 2*365 2*321 2*300

0- 7*513 6*695 7*298 7*500 7*346 7*795 7*242 6*801 7*305 7*755 7*325 7*589

5- 1*124 *814 *869 *906 . *847 •935 *819’ •718 *775 1*041 *885 •916

10- •646 •467 *491 •520 •506 •550 *499 •450 *462 *492 *508 •167

15- *951 •717 •776 •799 •828 •835 *771 •725 *723 •749 *787 •717

25- 1*243 *879 *948 •968 1*013 1*025 *958 •881 *887 •889 •969 •874

35- 1*581 1*165 1*236 1*230 1*316 1*349 1*282 1*178 1*197 1*229 1*276 1*224

45- 2*262 1*716 1*787 1*816 1*958 1*962 1*898 1*695 1*763 1*807 1*866 1*821

55- 3*655 2*980 3*031 3*073 3*278 3*227 3*354 2*975 3*064 3*180 3*182 3*172

65- 7*244 6*306 6*396 6*284 6*912 6*665 7*109 6*107 6*357 6*648 6*600 6’455

75- 15*187 14*019 14*055 14*161 15*897 14*808 16*161 12*942 14*136 14*399 14*577 13*690

85- 29*976 28*555 28*245 28*279 31*297 28*003 32*778 26*347 27*913 28*938 29*033 26*390

95 & upwds. 42*859 38*560 41*937 43*422 47*305 38*382 42*657 32*201 34*349 39*423 40*110 35’057

..... — __ :--------

AU Ages - 2’445 2*013 2*124, 2*156 2*201 2*273 2*187 1*978 2*114 2*243 ' 2*173 2*167

0- 6*488 5/738 6*299 6*445 6*362 6*814 6*224 5*947 6*452 6*858 6*363 6*651

5- 1’102 •810 •860 - -878 •813 *924 *807 •737 *773 1*049 *875 .943

10— •653 •491 •527 •537 •540 •560 *494 •450 *460 *528 *524 •518

15- 1*000 •777 •818 •834 *861 *859 *819 *747 *776 ’806 *830 *774

25- 1*347 •9'88 1’005 1*031 1*064 1*102 1*001 *934 *942 *978 1’039 *968

35- 1*617 1*169 1*193 1*214 1*251 1*328 1’262 1*160 1*181 1*220 1*260 1*213

45- 1*998 1*473 1*519 1*514 1*506 1*663 1*564 1*429 1*489 1*510 1*576 1*541

55— 3*355 2*625 2’679 2*660 2*845 2*852 2’950' 2*527 2*716 2*758 2*797 2*690

05— 6*596 5*717 5*854 5*708 6*133 5*979 6*414 5*086 5*927 6*155 5*987 5*864

75- 14’028 12*684 12*818 13*177 14*106 13*025 14*816 11*971 13*046 13*656 13*363 12*753

85- 28*028 25’922 26*357 27*427 28*968 26*412 30*743 23*440 26*925 28*201 27*243 26*032

95 & upwds. 43*323 42*927 45*017 40*676 45*770 40*268 41*822 34*086 41*578 41’419 41*689 36*103

The Table may be read thus:—Of 100 Males living of the age of 35 and under 45, 1*316  died in 1853, 1*349  
in 1851 and so on for other years, a correction for increase of Population having been made for each Age in 
each Year; and the deaths of persons whose ages were not returned have been distributed proportionally over each 
age. The data upon which this Table is constructed appear in this or have appeared in the previous Reports, and 
in the Census Report. See Census Report 1851; and the Annual Reports of the Registrar General, particularly 

the 8th and Sth. , .t Cholera epidemics.

First Quarter.—January, February, March. xv

chiefly small towns and country parishes, had increased from 22*2  to 
23*8  ; or the increase is 1 *6  in 1000.

It will be recollected that the sanitary measures in Ely reduced the 
mortality of the town below that prevailing in the surrounding parishes. 
And such will probably be the course matters will take unless sanitary 
measures are extended to the country as well as to the towns. The 
superior health of the country arises mainly from the circumstance that,

Table XVI.—Proportional Number of Deaths in each Quarter to 1000 Deaths 
in the Average Quarter of each Year, 1838-59.

YEARS.

Number 
of Deaths 

in th e
Average 
Quarter.

Proportional Number of Deaths

IMIn the Average 
Quarter 

(assumed to be 
1000).

First 
Quarter 
ending- 

March 31.

Second
Quarter 
ending 

June 30.

Third 
Quarter 
ending 

Sept. 30.

Fourth 
Quarter 
ending 

Dec. 31.

1838 85690 1000 11'45 . 1061 850 944
1839 84746 1000 1059 1038 900 , 1003
1840 89922 1000 1100 1005 899 997
1841 85062 1000 1152 1002 878 968
1842 87380 1000 1102 990 942 965
1843 86611 1000 1096 1007 887 1010
1844 89233 1000 1132 956 893 1018
1845 , 87342 1000 1198 1021 857 924
1846 97570 1000 917 925 1042 1116
1847y 105826 1000 1131 1008 883 978
1848 / 90958 1000 1201 998 877 925
1849 110210 1000 961 927 1227 885
1850 92240 1000 1067 1007 031 996
1851 93849 1000 1066 1006 926 1002
1852 10.1784 1000 1045 080 986 980
1853 105274 1000 1122 1022 876 980
1854 109476 1000 1036 *940 1031 993
1855 106426 1000 1280 1001 816 903
1856 97627 1000 1061 1031 928 980
1857 104954 1000 1050 955 950 1045
1858 112414 iooo 1134 955 865 1046
1859 110195 1000 1118 961 938 983

Table XVII.—ENGLAND. Annual Rate per Cent, of Birth, and Death, 
during each Quarter of the Years 1838-1859.

iYEARS.

Birth Rate Death Rate

In th e Quarters ending the last day of In the Quarters ending the last day of

March. June. Sept. Dec. March. June. Sept. Dec.

1838 3*032 3*198 2*970 2*928 2*615 2*387 1*887 2*086
1839 3*248 3*338 3'069 3*059 2*359 2:280 1*049 2*164
1840 - 3*395 . 0’001 3’021 3*044 2*538 2*310 2*038- 2*252

1841 3*424 0’278 3*082 8*092 2*537 2'174 1*877 2’063
1842 3*431 3*344 3*032 3'058 2*436 2*158 . 2 *.025 2*067
1843 3’420 3’234 3*114 3*174 2*873 2*149 1*866 2’0
1844 3*507 3’334 3*123 3*115 2*467  « 2’077 1*913 2*175
1845' - 3*491 3*291 3*140 3*103 2*554 2*144 1'776 1*908

1846 3*498 3*551 3*251 3*256 2*157 2*144 2*382 2*545
1847 3*48,8 3*265 2*945 2*938 2*850 2*  506 2*163 2*389
1848 3*252 3*474 3*211 3*038 2'794 2*313 2*005 2*108
1849 3*575 3*523 3*056 3*053 2*462 2*341 3*057 2*199

.1850 3*321 3*530 3*281 3*253 2*261 2*107 1*917 2’045

1851 3*567 8*557 3*317 3*270 2*388 2*224 2'015 2*176
1852 3’582 , 3*509 3*291 3*208 2*354 2*221 2’185 2*165
3853 3*578 3*464 3*177 3'100 2*613 2*355 1*985 2*214
1854 8*520 3’722 3’294 3*111 2*440 2'214 2'420 2*029
1855 - 3*603 3*534 3*261 3*128 2*916 2*277 1'848 2*039

1856 3’585 3*656 3*275 3*264 2*182 2’112 1*896 1*995
1857 3*600 3*548 3*308 3*205 2*295 2*083 2*063 2*263
1858 3*567 3*480 3*195 3’198 2*625 2*205 1*992 2’400.
1859 - 3*624 3*570 3*379 3*402 2*510 2*150 2*091 2’187

Mean - 3*460 3’441 3*172 3’144 2*488 2*224 2*062 2*177

The Table may be read thus, without reference to the decimal points:—In the March quarter of the year 1838, 
to 100,000 of the population of England there were 3,032 births, and 2,615 deaths registered. The three months 
January, February, March, contain 90, in Leap year 91 days ; the three months April, May, June, 91 days; 
each of the two last quarters of the year 92 days. For this inequality a correction has been made in the 
calculation.
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, the population being widely dissepainated, .the poisonous, exhalations 
which are produced around the dwellings are destroyed to a considerable 
extent by the atmosphere. . Now the houses in, the suburbs of London 
and of the provincial towns are generally built by the architects with 

.cesspools, which are not emptied daily, and which have not the advantages 
of drainage ; so that the beneficial effects of the open country air in the 
daytime are likely to be neutralized by the impurity-of the night exhala
tions in-doors.

The mortality of the quarter in England at the rates prevailing in 63 
of the healthiest districts Would be 17 -64 in 1000 ; and if the mortality 
of the whole population had been at that rate, the number of deaths 
would have amounted to 86,624, instead of 121,682, Consequently 
£ 4,936 unnatural deaths were registered in the 90 days. This implies not 
only loss of national life, but loss of health and English vigour, which it 
is desirable on every account! to raise to the highest pitch in the present 
days. i *

*The Superintendent Registrar’s District is in all cases refe:red to, except where 
otherwise stated. • , ,

The mortality has prevailed with different degrees of severity in every 
division; but the number of deaths was much greater in every division 
except London, than ,the deaths' in the winter quarter of 1837 ; and less 
thani the number of deaths during the winter quarter of 1858 in every 
division except the North, West Midland, and Northern Divisions. The 
reason of this will be, apparent upon examining „the returns in detail.

Diphtheria has prevailed, with varying degrees of severity, in different 
parts! of the; country. The, ravages of this disease deserve particular 
attention. ; i-

In'the South Eastern Division the deaths from all causes amounted 
to 9,[738. In Guildford*  the mortality was unusually high ; whooping- 
cough and bronchitis have been prevalent, and some cases of fever .have 
beenifatal. The cause of the high mortality in Dorking is not explained. 
The deaths in Farnham, have apparently been raised by the Aidershot 
camp. Tonbridge, Maidstone, and Cranbrook have, experienced, high 
rates of mortality; out of 43 deaths 18 were caused by diphtheria, which 
was exceedingly fatal in Brenchley and Horsemonden, two parishes in the 
Tonbridge district, In Cranbrook, Tenterden, Ashford, Deal, and Dover 
diphtheria proved fatal. The deaths in the sub-district of St. Peter, 
Brighton, are 63 above the average for the corresponding quarter of the 
last five years. Zymotic diseases have prevailed-1-and 33 persons have 
died of scarlatina and diphtheria, 10 of typhus, and 13 of small-pox, 
none of the latter having been vaccinated. In Worthing, where' sanitary 

- measures have been carried out,’83 deaths occurred ; in Brighton, 439; 
the respective; populations of the twoi districts having been 18,746 and 
63,369 in 1831. Assuming that the population increased at nearly the 
same rates, the mortality out of equal populations was about as 4 iu 
Worthing to j in Brighton. ' All the facts tend to show that sanitary 
improvement is a question of life and death to the population of every 
town. Several districts of Hampshire suffered severely; small-pox 
prevailed at Southampton, scarlatina at Kingsclere. Reading continues 
an unhealthy town; in Windsor the mortality has fallen.

In the' South Midland Counties 7189 persons died; the deaths, in 
every county, except Northampton, being below the deaths in the previous 
year. ’Newport Pagnell, Chipping Norton, Kettering, Wellingborough, 
and several other districts have experienced high rates of mortality. In 
the Northampton district, with arpopulation of 33,837 'in 1831, the deaths 
amounted to 306; The deaths in the two previous winter quarters 1837— 

-38, amounted to 239 and 231; so the mortality is. excessively high, and 
above the average. Measles and whooping-cough have prevailed. It 

First Quarter.^—January, February, March.

appears that there has’ been a strike in the town. In the 'Cambridge 
district 139 deaths were registered '; in the fEly district 118 ; .the 
population of the1 two districts in 1831 having been’2:7,813 and 22,896 ; 
so that the mortality of Cambridge is greatly in excess of the mortality 
of Ely. In the ten years 1841-30 the mortality of the population of 
Cambridge was at the rate of 23 ,in 1000 ; :hence, taking the excess over 
17, the rate prevailing in healthy districts, it exhibited 6 degrees-of 
insalubrity, and during the ten years the unnatural deaths amounted to 
1368. How long is this state of things to continue in the seat of one of 
the great universities of the country ? Science has here a wide field of 
Usefulness before it. It has the great opportunity of saving many lives, 
and at the same time of applying its principles.. By the energy of one 
of the departed ornaments, of the university, Ely has been rendered 
comparatively healthy; And from Ely Cambridge has now evidently 
much to learn. It is a matter of national importance, that the places 
where some of the principal youths of the country are educated should be 
healthy. Why are not the schools of medicine in the universities, schools 
of health? Why are not the undergraduates taught practically the 
conditions most favourable to human development ? Why are there not 
tables of mortality at Cambridge and Oxford, as well as in London, 
pointing out monthly the effects of all the noxious agencies infesting the 
houses, colleges, and streets? This would be teaching by example, and 
could not fail to leave permanent impressions on the minds of many men 
who will have unusual means of directing public opinion.

In the Eastern Counties the registered deaths amounted to 6184, or 
Were less by 1413 than the deaths in the first quarter of last year. 
Rochford in Essex experienced a high rate of mortality ; 91 persons died. 
The registrar of Great Wakering, one of the sub-districts, explains this 
in his note :—

The deaths have greatly exceeded the average, in consequence of the prevalence and 
fatality of diphtheria amongst infants, especially in the Island of Foulness. .Many 
ditches there are in a very filthy state, and the effluvium arising from some is intolerably 
offensive. Ague also has been more prevalent, more severe and obstinate, during the 
last two years; than I have ever known it in a period of 35 years.

Some general measure is required to deal with the drainage of all the 
marshes on the banks of the Thames.

Parts of Maldon, Dunmqw, and Saffron Walden in Essex have suffered 
from diphtheria; ’so have parts of the districts of Cosford, Tunstead, 
Erpingham, Aylshanij Biofield, and LoddOn in Suffolk and Norfolk.

10,799 persons died in the South-western Counties, but the mortality 
was lower than it was last year, Diphtheria is still prevalent at Christian 
Malford in Wilts. Trowbridge has also suffered from that and other 
diseases. Plymouth and the surrounding districts have suffered severely. 
The registrar in explaining the excess in the number of deaths in East 
Stonehouse says that 16 Turks died in the quarter. Four persons in 
Parkham died of scarlatina in one house. The deaths in Launceston and 
in Redruth have exceeded the average from diphtheria, small-pox, 
measles, and diseases of the respiratory organs. Epidemic sore throat 
prevailed, and cases of diphtheria were fatal in a sub-district of 
Taunton, Somersetshire. 27 deaths from small-pox occurred in Bridge
water. Scarlatina and diphtheria attacked nearly every person in Chew 
Magna, Clutton.

16,141 deaths were registered in the West Midland Division; 8,936 
in the North Midland Division. In these two divisions the deaths 
exceeded the deaths inthe severe winter quarter of 1838. In many 
districts of Gloucestershire, including Stroud and Cheltenham, the 
mortality was high; diphtheria and scarlatina prevailed in this county, 
in Hereford, and in Shropshire. Three deaths from diphtheria occurred 
to children .in..One family in- the Condover sub-district; the cesspools 
connected with the cottages are generally in a bad*,  state1. The sanitary 
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state of Staffordshire is very unsatisfactory, and the mortality has been 
excessively high. Diphtheria and scarlatina have prevailed in-many of 
its districts; and in Stourbridge, and in Foieshill, where the mortality 
has also been very high.

Ashby-de-la-Zouch, Leicester, and several districts in Leicestershire, 
have suffered from epidemics; 150 cases of measles and scarlatina occurred 
in the village of Sutton Bonnington alone. Diphtheria was prevalent in 
Lincoln, where typhoid fever also prevailed ; six persons died from it in 
one family. Their residence is a mile from the village, a solitary farm
house, and no special cause of the attack has been ascertained; but the 
adequacy of the inquiry may be questioned. Diphtheria has prevailed in 
many districts of Lincolnshire, Nottinghamshire, and Derbyshire, which 
have all experienced high rates of mortality.

1.9,430 deaths were registered in the counties of Chester and Lan
caster ; nearly as many as were registered in the last winter quarter. 
Diphtheria, scarlatina, measles, and typhoid fever, have prevailed in many 
districts.

The 12,299 deaths in Yorkshire imply a heavy rate of mortality. 
Scarlatina and diphtheria were prevalent. Sheffield continues to suffer 
severely from these and other epidemics.

Of the Northern Counties, . in which 6,602 persons died, Durham 
appears to have suffered most severely from various kinds of zymotic 
diseases; scarlatina and diphtheria occupying conspicuous places in the 
registers.

Diphtheria has spread over the remotest parts of Wales. We find it 
in Haverfordwest, in Cardiff, and in Corwen. The deaths in the Princi
pality from all causes amounted to 8,213.

It is a melancholy task to record the fatality of diseases arising through 
the neglect of sanitary arrangements in this and in other countries ; and 
to observe so much activity in inventing opportunities of destruction, 
with so much apathy in applying measures already invented for promoting 
the well-being of the population. Man is the only animal, Pliny says 
bitterly, that takes a pleasure in the destruction of his own species*  : 
surely somebody will one day arise to teach the world the truer pleasure 
of saving mankind 1

* Denique cetera animantia in suo genere probe degunt: congregari videmus, et stare 
contra dissimilia. Leonum feritas inter se non dimicat: serpentium morsus non petit 
serpentes ; ne maris quidem belluse ac pisces, nisi in diversa genera, sseviunt. At 
Hercules homini plurima ex homine sunt mala.—G. Plinii. Natur. Hist., Lib. 7. s, 1.

This is confirmed by Cuvier : “ Aujourd’hui, que 1’hpmme seal peut nuire a 1’homme, 
al est aussi la seule espece qui soit continuellement en guerre avec ellememe.”—Kegne 
Animale. Tom. 1 p. 71.

Second Quarter.—April, May, June, 1839.

The returns are altogether of a satisfactory character ; the mortality is 
below the average, the births are more numerous than usual, and the 
people, taking a cheerful view of their prospects in life, have married in 
large numbers.

Marriages.—84,084 persons married in the quarter that ended on 
June 30th ; and the marriages in the quarter were at the rate of 1*712  
per cent, per annum. The average of the quarter being 1 • 698.

Births.—173,864 births were registered in the three months that ended 
on June 30th ; and the rate of birth was .3*379  Per cent- per annum. 
This is somewhat above the average rate.

Increase of Population.—As the births amounted to' 173,864, and the 
deaths to 103,631, the natural increase of the population of England and 
Wales was 70,233 ; or, on an average, 772 daily.

Second Quarter.—April, May, June. xix

, The natural increase of population was unusually great; and in the 
United Kingdom probably exceeded 1138 daily.

42>939 emigrants, or 472 daily, sailed from the ports of the United 
Kingdom at which there are Emigration Officers; and 10,332 of the 
number, or after correcting for those undistinguished, probably 11,387 
were of English origin. 4,390 sailed to the Australian colonjes, 385 to 
the North American colonies, 3707 to the United States, and 905 to other 
places.

Prices, the Weather, and Pauperism.—The price of food, the state of 
employment, and the weather, influence the population to a great extent.

The average price of wheat has risen from 40s. 8c?. a quarter to 47s. 3c?., 
which is 7 per cent, above the price of the corresponding spring quarter 
of the previous year. The prices of beef and of mutton by the carcase 
have gone up to f^d. and 6>d. a pound at the Leadenhall and Newgate 
.Markets; they are 10 and 9 per cent, higher than the spring prices of 
the previous year. Potatoes were 975. 6d. a ton at the Southwark market, 

. or nearly a halfpenny a pound ; and 4° per cent, cheaper than they were 
in the same months of last year.

The weather in the months of April and May was rather warmer than 
usual; during June the temperature was almost always high, the average 
daily excess having been 30 nearly. For six weeks (from April nth to 

-May 23d) the wind, as is usual at this period of the year, was mostly 
from the N.E., travelling at the rate of nearly 100 miles daily ; during 
the quarter the average daily horizontal movement of the air was 88 
miles. The humidity of the air was > of nearly the average amount in 
April and May ; it was somewhat more humid in June. The rain-fall of 
the quarter was slightly above the average. It would seem, however, 
that the. annual fall is- diminishing, and it is stated that the deficiency 
in the last five years is equal to the average fall of one year, viz. 23 
inches. J

The average number of poor claiming relief, fell from 871,312 in the 
“Spring quarter of last year, to 819,560 in the Spring quarter of the 
present year ; or pauperism declined 6 per cent.

State of the Public Health.—About 103,631 persons died in the three 
months which ended on June 30th, for that number appears on the 
registers of the quarter ; and the rate of mortality was 2*130  per cent, 
or less by * 064 than the average rate of the season. In the chief towns ' 
the mortality was at the rate of 2*24  per cent, less by *13  than the 
average of 2*39  per cent. In the districts of the country and of the 
small towns the mortality was lower (2 * 06) than it was in the denser 
districts; but. instead of improvement there is deterioration. Indeed the 
sanitary condition of the country districts around the large towns now 
demands strict attention.

The mortality of all England if the same as in the 63 healthy districts ' 
would be at the rate of 17 in 1000, or exactly 84,207. ; These may for 
the present be held to be natural deaths; the excess of 21,424 over this 
number are undoubtedly unnatural deaths, and may be ascribed to the 
U1?„a™urable sanitary conditions in which a large portion of the population 
still lives.
. io3j^3 x deaths in the quarter, although less than the usual number, 

according to the most reliable returns of sickness, that about1 a 
million and a quarter of people of all ages were on an average infirm 
or constantly sick during the season. The quarter of a million sick 
would be healed by effective sanitary arrangements. Thus, much labour 
that is now lost would be productive, and lives of great value would 
bp saved. The whole community would acquire fresh strength and 
vigour. Money .which is expended on real sanitary measures, such as 
have been carried out in Ely and a few other places, is the most 
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profitable,of, all national investments ; for it’is an augmentation of the 
power and of the productive life.of the population.

As at this season of the year < many families 'leave the towns and go 
abroad to recruit their health, it may be here remarked that, generally, 
the United Kingdom is the .healthiest country in Europe, and that France, 
Norway, Sweden, and Switzerland stand next in rank. Of the European 
watering places few are known to be so salubrious as those of England. 
They differ in health in different years through the recurrence of 
epidemics, from which, owing to existing sanitary defects, they are still 
imperfectly defended.

The mortality of some of the districts which are resorted to, it will be 
seen, was higher in the last three months than 20 in iooo ; and of these 
are Bangor (24), Aberystwith (24), Whitby. (26). The aggregate 
mortality of the three districts Ashborne, Bakewell, ♦ and Chapel-en-le- 
Frith, including Buxton, Matlock, and the country round, was at the. rate 
of 23 in iooo. Of 10 districts which are resorted to for health, the 
mortality was at the annual rates ranging from 13 to 17. in 1000.

The epidemics of the season chiefly to be dreaded are diphtheria, which 
breaks out occasionally in unexpected places;; and diarrhoea of a severe 
form, most to be apprehended in localities with water impure and 
defective drainage. Of the past prevalence of these epidemics, and of 
others, information will be found usually in the Registrars’ notes ; their 
progress through the summer can only be learnt by personal inquiries on 
the spot.

Mortality in the Districts containing some of the principal English Watering Places.

No. of

' District.
; DISTRICTS. . . -

Popula

tion,

1851.

Annual Rate of 
Mortality to 1000 

living in the

10 Years 
1841-50.

3 Months 
ending 

30th June 
1859.

57 Tunbridge (including Tunbridge Wells) 28,545 20 17
70 Thanet (including Ramsgate and Margate) 31,798 19 18
-72 Dover - 28,325 21 17
76 Hastings - - - - - 21,215 18 14

Eastbourne - ■ - . < • 8,347 15 17
’. .85 ,, Brighton - - - - 65,569 21 19

90 Worthing (including Littlehampton and Arundel) - 18,746 17 19
. 99 . , Isle of Wight (including Ryde, Newport, and Cowes) 50,324 17 16
227 - Mutford (including Lowestoft) - - > Y 20,163 17 16

- 228 Yarmouth - - - - - -.............- 26,880 23 20
' 27,4 , Weymouth (including Melcombe Regis) 22,037 19 18

283 Newton Abbott (including Dawlish, Torquay, and
East and West Teignmouth) - - ■■ <- : 52,306 19 17

1 295 Barnstaple (including Ilfracombe) - , 38,178 17 14
826 Bath - . ‘ . 69,847 24 21
330 Clifton (including part of Bristol City and Bristol

Workhouse) - - - - - 77,950 23 20
344 Cheltenham .... - • - ■ - 44,184 20 19
388 Upton-on-Severn (including Malvern) 18,070 18 19
403 Warwick (including Leamington) - 41,934 20 17

447,4497 Ashborne, Bake well, and Chapel-en-le-Frith
and 450 J (including Buxton and Matlock) . - • - . , 62,308 . 20 23 •

525 Scarborough - 24,615 21 19
531 Whitby • - ■ ' - > 1 - , 4, 21,592 21 26
575 Kendal - - - . . - 36,572 20 19
597 Aberystwith - - - - - ■ 23,753 18 24 '
621 Bangor - 30,810 21 24
623 Anglesey ----- 43,243 17 13

Kent and Surrey in the South Eastern Division were generally 
healthy, and the rates of mortality were low. Lewes and Brighton in 
Sussex still experience high rates of mortality. Southampton and all the 
surrounding districts have been unhealthy; smalbpox, measles, whooping- 
cough, and scarlatina, have prevailed to an extent which must attract the 
attention of the local authorities.. The Wantage district of Berkshire 
experienced a heavy rate of mortality.

, Second Quarter.—April, May, June. xxi

„ . The South Midland Counties are generally below the average degree 
of salubrity ; but in several of the districts of Hertfordshire and of 
Bedfordshire the mortality was low. Northampton, where there, has 
recently been a strike, continued , to suffer heavily at the hands of death ; 
317 persons .died in three months out of a population of less than 34,000 
in 1851i measles and small-pox prevailed. The Nene drainage has been 
carried out, and continued floods have not covered the valley. Wisbe'ach 
once so unhealthy, lost only 137 persons by death out of a population 
exceeding that of Northampton (36,215). The successful result of the 
drainage of the districts of tlie Nene will, it may be hoped, lead1 the 
proprietors of the low, ill-drained parts of the basin df the Thames, and 
of our other rivers, to imitate the spirited conduct of the proprietors ‘of 
that valley. '

In Essex the mortality was high in the districts of Rochford and 
Tendring ; low in the districts of Epping and Ongar, not far from 
London. The registrar of Bradwell sub-district, Maldon, speaks of a 
sect calling themselves “New Lights,” who abjure all medical skill; they 
lose many of their children. Bury St. Edmund’s in Suffolk offers a 
remarkable illustration of the evil effects of putting off sanitary measurps 
until the eleventh hour. 107 persons died there in4 the quarter out of 
13,9°° people (in 1851). Measles prevailed to a considerable extent; 
and typhus, or probably typhoid fever, put 12 persons to death, in “a 
locality of defective sanitary condition? The attention of the sanitary 
commissioners was immediately directed to the remedy of the evil.

Several districts of Norfolk, St. Faiths, Loddon, Depwade, Walsingham, 
Docking, Freebridge, Lynn, and King’s Lynn, experienced low rates of 
mortality ; ague prevailed in King’s Lynn.

Wilts is generally healthy; Dorsetshire suffered from epidemics; 
Barnstaple and the other districts of .North Devon maintain, their high 
character, for salubrity; small-pox prevailed inPlympton St.-.Mary, and 
raised the mortality in some of the other districts of South Devon. The 
mortality was above the average in the mining districts of Cornwall; and 
in several districts of Somersetshire, which were visited by scarlatina and 
diphtheria.

; . ; Westbury-on-Severn and Winchcomb were healthy districts of 
Gloucestershire; the districts of Church Stretton at the foot; of the 
Caradoc, Atcham around Shrewsbury, and Whitchurch,, were healthy • 
so was Lichfield, standing like a land of Goshen in Staffordshire. But 
generally the mortality was high in the counties of Salop and Hereford; 
and it was excessively high in nearly, all the districts of . Staffordshire. 
It is. greatly to be regretted that the physical condition of the hard
working population of this county should'be so deplorable, while it 
has abundant wealth and power and the means of improvement at its 
disposal. ; ’ . ; , . ;

Stourbridge in Worcestershire suffered severely from ari epidemic of 
measles ; scarlatina and diphtheria prevailed in some districts • Kidder
minster and Evesham were the healthy districts of the’ county during the 
quarter. °

The mortality was high in Birmingham and in several other districts 
of Warwickshire ; Meriden, Atherstone, Warwick, arid Southam are 
healthy. . Ihe infant mortality continues excessive in the Holy Trinity 
sub-district of Coventry, which the registrar cannot ascribe to ariy other 
cause than parental neglect.

North Midland Counties were generally unhealthy, and 
diphtheria is still prevalent in. many districts. Ashby-de-la-Zouch is the 
centre of an eruption of epidemics in Leicestershire; Nottingham is 
another centre ■; and nearly all the districts of Derbyshire have ex
perienced high rates of mortality. In the Chesterfield, district 411 
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persons died out of a population in 1851 of 45,795? so high was the 
mortality.

•The Registrar of Arnold sub-district, near Nottingham, says: “ The 
« increase of mortality in this district is entirely from want of sanitary 
“ arrangements being carried out by the officers whose duty it is to 
“ attend to them. In Arnold alone, which comprises more than half the 
“ population, we are considerably worse in this respect than we were 
“ before our Local Board of Health was formed.”

The deaths in Cheshire and Lancashire amounted to 16,773, or less by 
1,123 than the deaths in the spring quarter of the past year. The 
mortality of Liverpool is decreasing, so is that of Manchester. In the 
race of sanitary improvement these two flourishing towns have, however, 
much to achieve ere they arrive at the gaol which the small town of Ely 
has already attained. Why do they not carry out at once the substantial 
sanitary works which would render hundreds of thousands of people 
healthy ? The fruit of the labours of their sanitary officers would then 
be abundantly apparent.

The mortality is above the average in nearly all the districts of these 
two populous counties.

The 11,588 deaths in Yorkshire slightly exceed the quarter’s numbers 
of the preceding year. In Bradford 1180 persons died ; Leeds and 
Hunslet 1251. The mortality of Sheffield and the surrounding districts 
increases. Hull and Patrington have become much healthier than they 
were. The mortality of some of the districts of the North and East 
Ridings is below the average ; and that the West Riding should remain 
unhealthy every one must see with regret. The population succeeds in 
every manufacture except that of health.

Diphtheria, scarlatina, small-pox^ and other causes have raised1 the 
mortality above the average in Durham and Cumberland ; the northern 
districts of Northumberland are still among the healthiest in England.

Many districts of Wales and Monmouthshire are infested by 
epidemics ; measles, diphtheria, and scarlatina are mentioned by the 
registrars.

The following districts were exceedingly healthy : Chepstow, Narberth 
in Pembrokeshire, Cardigan, Builth, Rhayader in Radnorshire, and 
Anglesey. Islands are always the healthiest parts of the world ; and in 
the last quarter Anglesey was apparently healthier than the Isle of 
Wight.

Third Quarter.—July, August, September, 1859.

The returns present a favourable view of the state of the country. 
The marriage rate, which had been low in the two previous years, 
approached the average. Thousands of children in excess of the average 
were born; the rate of mortality diminished ; and the population increased 
at an unusual rate.

As the diminution in the rate of mortality ktook place in the towns it 
may be fairly ascribed to the prosperous state of trade, to the supply of 
better water, the abolition of cesspools, the purification of the air, and 
the various sanitary works which many of them have carried out.

Marriages.— 79,606 persons married in the quarter that ended on 
September 30th, or 2,408 in excess of the numbers who married in the 
corresponding quarter of last year. The marriage rate was 1 • 598 ; the 
average of the quarter being 1'623.

Births.—The births of 168,394 children were registered in the quarter 
that ended on September 30th. The number is 10,949 in excess of the 
births in the corresponding quarter of last year. The birth fate in the 
quarter was 3'379-

Third Quarter.—July, August, September. xxiii

Increase of Population.—64,178 was the excess of the number of 
births over the number of deaths, and that was therefore the natural 
increase of the population of England and Wales in 92 days. On an 
average 698 were added to the population daily, and the probable daily 
increase of the population of the United Kingdom was 1047, which at the 
ordinary rates of mortality will supply about 347 men daily of the age 
of 20. The youth of the country are growing at such a rate as, to add a 
battalion to its strength every two or three days. A certain number of 
them are transplanted, and go to people the colonies.

34,864 emigrants sailed during the quarter, or 379 men, women, and 
children on an average daily, from the ports of the United Kingdom at 
which there are government agents, of whom about 12,464 were of 
English origin.

Prices, the Weather, and Pauperism.—The price of wheat has remained 
steadily at nearly the same figure for a year and nine months; and during 
the last three months it has been 44s. a quarter. This steadiness of price 
in an article of large consumption has a salutary effect.

Beef has been $d. a pound, mutton ffl. a pound by the carcase at 
Leaden hall and Newgate markets. The price of beef is the same as it 
was in the corresponding quarter of 1858, and the eighth of a penny less 
than it was in 1857 ; the price of mutton in the same quarters was 5f 
5|d., and The average prices' of the higher qualities of the two 
meats decreased ^d. in the pound ; or beef from Q^d. to 6^d.; mutton jd. 
to 6%d. Potatoes were sold at the rate of 85s. a ton at the waterside 
market, Southwark; in the corresponding quarters of two previous years 
the prices were 105s. and 77s. 6d. The prices of the present year, like 
the temperatures of the seasons, occupy an intermediate position between 
thosfe of 1857, when they were higher, and 1858, when they were lower.

The mean temperature of the quarter was 62° *8,  or 30 ’3 above the 
average temperature of the season during 88 years. The excessive heat 
was accumulated chiefly in July, when the mean temperature was 68° ’ 1 ; 
while on July 12th the air in the shade reached 92^-°, and 93° on the 13th 
and the 18th; so that during 10 successive days the mean temperature 
of day and night exceeded 70°, a thing unprecedented during the period 
over which correct observations extended. The air was drier (572) than 
usual; but the rain-fall (8 • 2 inches) somewhat exceeded the quarterly 
average. The thermometer on the grass never fell below 40° in July and 
August, whereas it usually falls several times to the freezing point of 
water. Pauperism is below the average in the kingdom. The average 
number of paupers in receipt of relief during the quarter was 783,449, or 
less by about 29,000 than the numbers receiving relief in the corresponding 
quarters of the two previous years.

State of the Public Health.—104,216 persons died in the quarter. This 
number is 6074 in excess of the deaths, 98,142, in the corresponding 
summer quarter of last year ; and the rate of mortality, 2’091 per cent., 
is below the average ; the excess in that average being, due to the 
epidemics of cholera.

A certain number of the deaths in the quarter may be set down as 
natural deaths, and they would not have exceeded,73,533 if the mortality 
in sixty-three districts of England, by no means in unexceptionable sanitary 
condition, be taken as the standard. The 30,683 deaths in excess of that 
number are unnatural deaths, the results of causes which it is the duty of 
every member of the community to endeavour to remove.

It is a remarkable fact that the mortality of the quarter in the small 
towns and the country parishes was above their average, to the extent of 
more than one death annually out of every 1000 living. A still greater 
excess might have been expected in the large town districts, whereas the 
reverse was observed ; the mortality having been at the rate of 2 in 1000
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less than the average, The summer mortality in the town districts was 
formerly to that of the rest of the country as 26 to 18 ; in the last quarter 
it was as a 5) to 19 ; and the difference will undoubtedly be still less con
siderable when all the dense districts are supplied with pure water, and; 
with the means of returning all their refuse’ to the fields as manure in an 
innoxious state.

The deaths in London during the quarter exceed the average. The 
high temperature facilitated the decomposition of the impure refuse under 
the houses, in the streets, and in the river. Diarrhoea was unusually 
fatal all over the London area ; scarlatina and diphtheria were epidemic. 
In the surrounding divisions the mortality was also above the average, as 
there the same diseases prevailed, with variable degrees of severity., In 
Kent diphtheria was the cause of several deaths in Brenchley near Ton
bridge, Aldington, Wingham, and Deal. In New Romney, of the Romney 
Marsh district, remittent fever was prevalent and fatal; to 9 births there 
were 31 deaths. The deaths in Brighton amounted to 423 ; in the 
Worthing district to 84. The Broadwater Registrar says :—“ The deaths 
‘{ are 20 per cent, below the average, very few having occurred in the 
“ town of Worthing, ( namely, only 17 out of a population, including 
“ visitors, of 8000. The deaths in the previous quarter were only 20. 
“ I attribute this result principally to the complete sanitary measures 
“ carried out in the town, under the supervision of the Board of Health.’’ 
When will all the English watering places carry out “ complete sanitary : 
“ measures,” and thus assert their superiority over foreign places of 
resort ?

The districts of Portsea Island and of Alverstoke are not naturally 
healthy; the sites are low, and the water is probably impure ; but 
iqeasures might be adopted for diminishing the great numbers of deaths 
from such diseases as diarrhoea. The sanitary state of the rising town 
of Southampton is not satisfactory; 241 persons died in the district. 
Northampton and its neighbourhood are still suffering from epidemics. 
The few districts around Wisbeach have not experienced high rates of 
mortality; but fever and diarrhoea have been very prevalent in some 
parishes. The excess of mortality in the First Ward, Colchester, is’ 
ascribed by the registrar “ mainly to fever of a typhoid type, chiefly 
“ among patients in the Camp Hospital, to diarrhoea, and to phthisis.”;' 
The mortality in the Norwich district is lower than it was; but diarrhoea 
was common and fatal. In the East Wymer sub-district “ the large' 
“ number of deaths (18) from atrophy seems, on inquiry, to depend on 
“ improper food, from the mothers not suckling their children, as they 
“ say it would interfere too much with their work.” ,

In the South Western Division, Wilts, Dorset, and Devon suffered 
an unusually high rate of mortality; scarlatina, diphtheria, and small-pox 
have proved fatal in many cases. “ Sanitary arrangemepts are far from 
“ good in many houses ” not only of Abbotsbury, where 3 deaths occurred 
in one house over drains in the worst possible condition, but it is to be 
feared in many other parts of these great counties.

In the West Midland Counties the deaths amounted to 12,627. The 
health of several of the Stafford districts is still bad. Measles, scarlatina, 
diarrhoea, and typhus have been fatal; in several houses of Bilston two 
and three children have been carried off by measles. “ I fear,” says the 
Registrar, “ that often little notice is taken of illness until secondary 
“ symptoms appear, when medical aid is too late. Persons first apply 
“ to a druggist, and afterwards to a medical man, but not till the day" 
“ before death.”

The North Midland Counties have suffered in various parts from' 
diphtheria; the low marshy districts have been severely visited ; but the 
deaths (6466) do not imply in the county aggregates higher rates of mortality than usual. . J 6 8

Third Quarter.—July, August} September. xxv

In Lancashire and Cheshire the deaths (15,506) are in numbers 
below those registered in the summer quarters of the two preceding years. 
The mortality is below that of the preceding years in Liverpool, and will 
be still lower when all the required sanitary works are carried out. The 
expenditure up to the present time has borne ample fruits.

In Yorkshire 10,986 deaths were registered. The rate of mortality 
is lower than it was. Yorkshire, lying between the Humber and the 
Tees,—lofty moorlands, and the German Ocean,—is now occupied by 
nearly two millions of people, living much in aggregated masses, but with 
families characteristically distributed in four hundred thousand separate 
dwellings. The varieties of the.- geological strata—the coal and iron of 
the earth—the plains and hills feeding flocks of sheep, and horses—the 
rapid hill streams, and the smooth waters easily made navigable far into 
the interior from the Humber—the position between Lancashire and 
Germany—between Ireland and the North of Europe—enabled a hardy 
intelligent race of men, not only to obtain all the ordinary products of the 
English soil, but to found the chief •manufactories of woollen goods in the 
world. The men of the West Riding became the clothiers of mankind. 
And so intent were they on their work, that the health of the workpeople 
was sacrificed, and the race in a few generations must have degenerated. 
But a reaction set in ; Lord Shaftesbury’s Bill, limiting the hours of 
children’s labour, was first agitated at Bradford, and promoted actively 
by some of the heads of the leading firms. The first temperance society, 
it is said, was formed in this centre. As. substitutes, for insalubrious 
processes, exquisite pieces of mechanism not only card but comb the wool, 
spin it, weave it, dye it, and finally convert the fleeces of England, with 
the fleeces of Germany, and the finer wools of Australia, either alone, or 
combined with cotton, silk, and alpaca, into the finest textures ; which vie 
in beauty and utility with the furs of animals,, or the gayer plumage of 
birds. The workpeople are now in average town health ; and through 
the incessant noises of machinery, are often , heard as the day . declines 
pleasant voices singing the concerted songs of the Bradford minstrels.

The mortality of Yorkshire, during the ten years 1841-5-0, was at the 
rate of 23 in 1000 ; so 6 in 1000 died in excess■ of the deaths out (of the 
same numbers, living in comparatively healthy districts ; and the unnatural 
deaths in the ten years amounted to 101,195.. The loss of life in York
shire was unequally distributed ; in, the North Riding the mortality was 
at the rate of 19, in the. East Riding (with York) 24, and in the West 
Riding 23 in 1000. The climate of Yorkshire is not naturally unhealthy; 
in the Guisbrough District the mortality was at the low rate of 16 in 
1000, in Easingwold it was 17, in eight districts it was 18 ; upon the 
other hand the mortality in the Hull District was at the rate of 31 in 
1000, Sculcoates 25, Leeds district 3.0, Hunslet (including parts of the 
borough of Leeds) 25 ; Bradford 25 in 1000.

As Yorkshire chimneys do not yet consume their own smoke, it covers 
whole districts, and is necessarily consumed by the people ; its producers 
say, with medicinal effect, which may, however, well be questioned. If 
we.suppose, for a moment, all the causes of mortality suddenly to become 
visible like smoke over Yorkshire, then the disease particles will be seen 
to hang densely over Hull, Sheffield, Leeds, York, and their environs, 
less densely over the Southern Districts, and the East Districts of the 
coast, clearing as you ascend the rivers to their sources in the moors,, and 
almost disappearing over Easingwold, and the Guisbrough District by the 
side of the sea and the waters of the Tees.

Bradford has commenced various works which have already reduced 
tbe mortality. In the fourteen years 1841—54 the people of the Bradford 
district died at the rate of 26 in 1000 annually; while the mortality 
during the three years 1855-57 bas been nearly at the rate of 21 in 1000.
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Mr Hudson, the town, clerk, has shown at the meeting of the National 
Association, that a part of this satisfactory result is fairly referable to 
sanitary measures. The full water supply, and the rapid removal of the 
entire refuse of the town to the surrounding land, are still on hand ; and 
when these salutary measures are achieved, and others that an intelligent 
medical health officer will suggest, Bradford will realize benefits which all 
the county will desire to share. The race of Yorkshire men, instead of 
degenerating, will then every year grow finer; more vigorous, mbfe 
intelligent, better.

Fourth Quarter.—October, November, December, 1859.
The last Quarterly Return of 18^9 presents satisfactory results. The 

country has recovered from the depression of 1858. The marriages 
exceeded the usual number. A great number of children in excess of 
the average were born ; and, notwithstanding the severe weather,' the 
mortality was nearly at the usual rate in the last quarter of the year.

Marriages.—100,992 persons married in the quarter that ended on 
December 31st, and the marriage-rate was 2*020.  This is an increase on 
the numbers marrying in the corresponding quarter of the previous year, 
when the marriage-rate was 1*930.

Births.—The births of 170,091 children were registered in the quarter 
that ended on December 31st. The number is 12,129 in excess of the 
number registered in the corresponding quarter of the previous year. 
The birth-rate 'was 3*402  ; it is the highest on record.

689,881 children were registered in the year, or 1890 daily.

Table XVIII.—ENGLAND. Annual Rate of Mortality per Cent, in Town and Country 
Districts in each Quarter of the Years 1849-1859.

Population 
enumerated. Quarters 

ending

Annual Bate of Mortality per Cent, in each Quarter of the Years

1849 1850 1851 1852 1853 1854 1855 1856 1857 1858
cj ■

18591841 1851

In 125 Districts' ( March 2’748 2*403 2-695 2-625 2-830 2-746 3-119 2-491 2’626 2-895 2*718 2-649and 23 Sub-
6,838,069 8,247,017 ) June - 2*546 2*229 2*452 2’410 2-530 2-463 2-409 2-389 2’330 2’480 2’424 2’244districts com- ) Sept. - 4-193 2-207 2*847 2-570 2*307 3-049 2-066 2-265 2-492 2-375 2’587 2-291prising the 

Chief Towns. (Dec. - 2’491 2-327 2’490 2*460 2’639 2-680 2’291 2-353 2’682 2-895 2'531 2’358

Year - 2-998 2-291 2’496 2-516 2-575 2*736 2-466 2*370 2’527 2*655 2-563 2*386

Year - 2-111 1-900 1-948 1*986 2’033 2’004 2*063 1-771 1*877 2*006 1’970 2’091In the remaining
Districts and 
Sub-districts of C March 2*222 2-139 2-128 2*124 2*423 2’176 2’710 1-921 2’016 2’899 2’226 2-379England and

9,076,079 9,680,592 ) June - 2-170 1-995 2-028 2*059 2*188 1’985 2 136 1-879 1’875 1*974 2’029 2’061Wales com- ) Sept. - 2*105 1-670 1-734 1-852 1’698 1-857 1’634 1*584 1’701 1-668 1’7.50 1-902prising chiefly 
Small Towns (Dec. - 1-953 1*803 1’909 1’909 1’834 2’001 1’792 1’693 1’909 1-982 1’879 2*025
and Country 
Parishes

Names of the 125 Districts and 23 Sub-districts comprising the chief towns All the Districts of London (36),'and Kingston, 
Richmond, Gravesend, Medway, East and West Maidstone Sub-districts, Canterbury, Thanet, Hastings, Brighton, Portsea 
Island, Alverstoke (Gosport), Southampton, Winchester Sub-district, Beading, Brentford, Edmonton, St. Clement Sub- 
distript, Headington, Oxford, Northampton, Cambridge, West Ham, Colchester, Bury St. Edmunds, Ipswich, Yarmouth, 
Norwich, King’s Lynn, Melksham, Salisbury, Exeter, Plymouth, East Stonehouse, Stoke Damerel (Devonport). Bedruth, 
Bath, Bedminster Sub-district, Bristol, Clifton, St. Nicholas Gloucester, and St. John the Baptist Gloucester Sub-districts, 
Cheltenham, Hereford. City Sub-district, Shrewsbury, Wolstanton, Stoke-upon-Treht, Wolverhampton, Walsall, West 
Bromwich, Dudley, Stourbridge, Worcester, Birmingham, Aston, Coventry, Leicester, Lincoln Home Sub-district, Radford, 
Nottingham, Derby, Stockport, East Macclesfield, West Macclesfield, and Sutton Sub-districts, Chester Castle and 
Chester Cathedral Sub-districts (Great Boughton), Liverpool, West Derby, Wigan, Warrington, Leigh, Bolton, Bury, 
Barton-upon-Irwell, Chorlton, Salford, Manchester, Ashton, Oldham, Rochdale, Haslingden, Burnley, Blackburn, Preston, 
Todmorden, Huddersfield, Halifax, Bradford, Hunslet, Leeds, Dewsbury, Wakefield, Ecclesall Bierlow, Sheffield, Bootham, 
Micklegate, and Walmgate Sub-districts (York), Sculcoates, Hull, St. Oswald and St. Nicholas Sub-districts (Durham). 
Houghton-ie-Spring, Sunderland, South Shields, Gateshead, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Tynemouth, St. Cuthbert and St. Mary 
Sub-districts (Carlisle), Merthyr Tydfil, and Llangafelach and Swansea Sub-districts (Swansea). *

The three months January, February, March, contain 90, in leap year 91 days; the three months April, May, June, 91 
days; each of the last two quarters of the year, 92 days. For this inequality a correction has been made in the calculations, 
also for the difference between 365 and 365’25636 days, and 366 and 365’25636 days in leap year.,

Fourth Quarter.—October, November, December. xxvii

Increase of Population.—The births exceeded the deaths by 60,737, 
and that was therefore nearly the natural increase of the population in 
92 days. Thus the population of England and Wales increased at the 
rate of.660 daily ; and the probable natural increase of the population of 
the United Kingdom was 990 daily.

In the year the excess of births over deaths was 249,100, or 682 daily 
in England and Wales ; in the United Kingdom the natural increase must 
have exceeded 1000 daily.

Table XIX.—The Average Prices of Consols, of Wheat, of Meat, and of Pota
toes; also the Average, Quantity of Wheat sold and imported Weekly, in each 
of the Years, and in each Quarter of the Years 1852-1859.

XXII. c

—
(S *

Average 
Price 

of 
Consols 

(for
Money)

Average 
Price 

of
Wheat 

per
Quarter 

in 
England

Wheat 
sold in the 
290 Cities 

and Towns in
England 

and Wales 
making 

Returns.

Wheat and
Wheat Flour 
entered for 

Home
Consumption 

at Chief Ports 
of Great 
Britain.

Average Prices of

Meat per lb. 
at Leadenhall and Newgate 
Markets (by the Carcase).

Potatoes 
(York Regents) 

per Ton at
Beef. Mutton. Southwark.

and Average Number of Range of Mean Range of Mean Range of Mean.Wales. Quarters Weekly. Prices. Prices; Prices.

Years. £ S. d. Qrs. Qrs. d. d. d. d. S. s . d.
1852 - 40 19 93,354 55,749 3}—5 4 —51 79—103 91
1853 - 97f 52 11 86,191 89,450 4 — 5} 41—7 5f 116—145 130*6
1854 - 91f 72 5 75,259 68,625 4}—6} 51 41-7 107—131 119
1855 - 90} 74 8 101,057 46,190 4f—6} 41—61 5f 90107 100*6
1856 93 69 2 97,055 83462 44-61 5i 41—61 51 78— 93 85*6
1857 - 91f 56 5 100,866 61,115 44-61 41—7 5f 108—134 120*8
1858 - 97 44 3 100,076 71,997 44-64 54 41-6f 51 104—136 120
1859 95 43 10 105,735 74,620 41—61 51 41-7 5f 79-109 94

Quarters
ending

1852
March - 971 40 10 95,532 27,540 31—5 S 31-51 44 60— 80 70
June - 99f 40 10 87,949 54,675 34—4} 4 31-54 41 85—110 97*6Sept. - 100 41 2 78,712 67,912 31—5 4 —6 5 80—100 90Dec, 

1853 —
lOOf 40 5 111,224 72,870 3 —5 4 44-64 5J 90—120 105

March - 99f 45 7 95,115 63,530 31—51 41-64 51 110—145 127’6June - 100f 44 6 84,559 82,623 4 —5f 5 —61 54 110—145 127’6Sept. - 97 51 10 86,087 120,020 44—6 51 5 —74 w 110—125 117’6Dec.
I854

93f 69 10 79,002 91,627 4 —6 5 44-7 51 135—165 150
March - 91 79 6 60,022 103,519 44-64 54 4j-7 51 120—160 140
June - 88f 78 4 55,842 103,331 41-61 51 41-61 61 137—172 155Sept. - 93} 63 10 56,389 48,135 4f-6f 5f 5 6 75— 85 80Dee. 93} 68 0 128,783 19,513 44—61 si 5 -7 6 95—105 1001855
March - 911 69 11 88,000 33,821 44-61 51 41-61 5f 105—120 112*6June - 90f 73 4 94,791 57,008 41—61 51 41—61 51 110—130 120Sept. - 90f 76 1 94,545 51,511 5 —6} 51 5 —7 6 69— 79 74Dec.

1856:—
881 79 4 126,893 42,358 4}—6} 41-61 51 90—100 95

March - 90f 72 4 92,152 48,018 44—64 51 41—61 51 78— 93 86
June - 93} 68 8 104,952 03,093 41—61 54 5 —61 51 70— 90 80Sept, - 95 72 3 78,208 117,807 41—61 51 5 —7 6 75— 80 78Dec. 

1857:—
92} 63 4 112,909 103,328 3J-64 54 4f—6f 5f 90—110 100

March - 93f 56 10 102,433 51,310 41-64 51 51-71 61 100—120 110June - 93} 56 9 107,850 42,178 44—61 51 41-61 51 105—150 127*6Sept. - 90| 59 11 92,156 55,384 44-61 51 41—7 51 95—115 105Deo.
1858-

894 52 0 101,025 95,587 44-61 5f 41-7 5f 130—150 140
March - 961 46 5 99,604 64,652 44—64 54 4?—7 5| 130—175 152*6June - 971' 44 1 92,955 86,551 44—6 51 41—61 51 140—185 162*6Sept. - 96} 44 7 97,307 82,373 44-64 54 41-61 5:1 65— 90 77*6Dee. - 98} 41 9 110,437 54,413 4 -61 54 4i-6f 51 80— 95 87*6

Pauperism.
Quarterly Average of the

N limber of Paupei s relieved
bn the Zastf day of

each week,

In-door. Out-door.1859.—
March - 951 40 8 122,854 742,964 44-64 51 41-7 5J . 80—100 90June - W 47 3 109,150 ,' 710,410 4J-61 5f 5 —7 6 85—110 97*6Sept. • 951 44 0 100,582 682,867 44-64 54 41-61 61 65—105 85Dee, - 96} 43 4 109,429 683,962 4 —61 51 44—61 5t 85—120 102*6



xxviii Summary of the Quarterly lieports, 1859.

24,118 emigrants sailed from the ports of the United Kingdom at which 
there are G-overnment emigration officers, and about 9894. of them were 
of English origin. During the year 120,432 emigrants sailed from our 
shores, of whom about 40,243 were English, 12,077 Scotch, 62,841 Irish, 
and 3269 were foreigners.

Prices, the Weather, and Pauperism. The prices of food, the weather, 
and the state of employment influence, to a certain extent, the births^ 
deaths, and marriages of the population.

Wheat was sold at the average rate of 43s. 4d. a quarter during the 
last thirteen weeks of the year 1859 ; in the corresponding weeks of 
1837 and 1838, the price was. 52$. and 41s. <yd, The price of this great 
article of food fluctuated little, and has been moderate during the last two 
years. The average price of beef by the carcase at Leadenhall and 
Newgate markets, was ^d., of mutton jfd. a pound. The price of meat 
fluctuates less than the price of bread ; but taking the mean of the two 
articles, the price has followed the same course as the price of wheat.

Table XX.—Mean Annual Value of Meteorological Elements
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0 / // < in. in. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Guernsey - - 123 49 33 ON. 29-986 1*101 65’8 41-1 24*7 56’7 49’9 6-8 52*1 47*1

Helston —- * — 106 50 7 0 29*904 1*111 69*6 37'4 32*2 61'2 49*5 11-7 53’9 48’9
Truro — — “ __- 55 50 17 0 29*887 1-164 68-7 32*2 36-5 59*3 45'1 14*2" 52*4 46’2

Elmbrook - 164 50 44 0 29*981 1'127 67’9 33-0 31’9 57*2 43*8 13’4 51*0 45 8
■Rxfitar' 200 Hieh-street 110 50 44 -0 29*059 1-107 68'8 35*4 33*4 58‘6 46’6 12*0 51*5 45’4
Vcntnor — ' “ 150 50 35 0 29*989 1-142 65*2 38’2 27*0 57*7 47*5 10*2 53 0 47 5
Osborne — — 172 50 0 0 29-964 1*146 70*2 34-6 35’6 58*9 44-3 14*6 51’4 47*2
Worthing - 
Fairlight - ->
Little Bridy

34 50 45 0 29*922 1’111 64-2 33-6 30-6 56-2 45*3 10*9 51*2 45'8
530 50 51 0 65*1 33-2; 31’9 55’0 43’0 12*0 49’0 45’6

- 367 50 41 0 29*951 1-190 68’7 . 32*1 36’6 58:3, 42*3 16'0 50’0 45*4

Barnstaple - -
Aldershot Camp

31 51 6 15 29*924 1-176 70-8 35'0 35-8 59-9 44*6 15*3 52-5 47*3
850 51 15 25 29*933 1-134 72’1 31*4 40-7 59’3 41*7 17*6 51’2 46’1

-P.Kftnn — ' ■ — 228 51 28 0 29*932 1*231 68'3 32’2 361 57’0 42-9’ 14’1 49’9 44’5
■Rnval Ohserv.*.  Greenwich 159 51 28 38 29*939 1-198 72-5 32’6 39’9 60*0 43’4 16’6 50’7 44 6
St. J otin’s Wodd 
Guildhall “ ■ “

171 29'935 1*061 73*1 31*8 41’3 59’9 42*1 17'8 51’1 45’2
29’898 1*082 69’0 38’2 30*8 50’4 44*6 14-8 51’6 47’0

"Whitehall — — 42 51 30 14 29-891 1*070 74-2 36’4 37'8 60*2 45-0' 15’2 52’3 43’3
Camden Town - W-- 125 51 31 57 29*943 1*200 71-9 32’5 39’4 58’9 43*4 15*4 49’9 44*4
Battersea — 13 51 28 0 29'938 1’127 71’1 30’1 41*0 58*1 40*9 17'2 50*3 44’9
Paddington
■Rose Hill — —

126 51 30 0 29*946 1-081 71’5 34’6 36’9 59-4 43-9. 15*5 51*7 d4’7
263 51 45 0 29-924 1’099 69’4 30*5 38*9 57’0 40’6 16’4 49’5 44 5

OYfnrd - , - 210 61 45 0 29*938 1-244 68*3 31’3 37*0 57-3 42’9 14*4 49 5 43’3
Great Berkhamn stead — 370 51 45 0 29’925 1-150 70*3 28*7 41’6; 57*6 41*5 16*1 40*5 43 1

44’2TTart well House 250 51 49 0 29*007 1*117 71-4 29*4 42’0 58*0 40*8 17'2 50 5
Hartwell Rectory - 290 5149 0 29*905 1-069 71’1 31*8; 39-3 58’1 42’3 15*8 .49’9 44 0

46'1Gloucester - - - - 100 51 52 0 29’980 1’111 70’1 30’6 39 5 5g*5 43'0 15*5? 50*7

Royston - -
Cardington
Aspley
Hereford — —

271 52 2 40 29*943 1-172 72*1 31’3! 40-8 50*2 41*9 17’3 50'2 44’6
- - 100

460
52 7 0
52 1 0

29’930
29’880

1-118
1*095

70-6
64’1

SO*  4
36*6

40’2
27*5

56’4
53*2

41’4
44*2

15’0
9'0

49*6
48’8

45 0
45’3

— 260 52 4 0 29’923 1*154 71*3 29*5 41*8 60’1 41*6 18*5 50*8 45 7
Lampeter - - 
Norwich — —

420 52 7 0 29*924 1*166 69’1 28*2 40’9 58*0 40’1 17*9 50*1
—1 39 52 37 0 29’937 1*170 70*8 30’7 40’1 56’3 42-8 13*5 49*9 44 6

43’1
42-6
42’5
43'9
43’0

Grantham — — 190 52 54 52 29*940 1’164 69-8 32*1 37’2 55’1 42*5 12’6 48*9
Belvoir Castle — 260 29’897 1-187 70’2 29’3 40’9 56*1 40’1 16’0 48*4
Derby
Holkharn — —

— 100 :52 56 0 29-904 1-201 66*7 30’2 36-5 56’4 42’0 14 *4 49*2
- 39 52 57 10 ' 29’917 1’139 69’0 29’6 39*4 55*9 42’9 13'0 49’0

Nottingham - - 181 52 57 30 29*921 1’255 70-7 28*8 41’9 58’3 40-9 17’4 49’0

Hawarden — «• 260 53 11 15 29*039 1-263 68*2 32’8 35*4 56’2 44’5 11 -7 49’1 43*7
43’9
43’6
42*7
41*5
42*9
42'9

Liverpool - -
Manchester -

87 53 24 48 20*921 1’145 65*9 37*8 28’1 56’6 44*9 11*7 50’1
- 123 53 29 0 29*901 1-274 74’0 31*4 42-6 56’7 40’0 . 16-7 49*1

115 53 40 50 29’903 1*302 71*3 26’1 45’2 57’1 40*1 17’0 49 0
TiPPilfi — — — J 138 53 48 0 29*894 1-352 72*4 31'5 40'9 57’8 41’0 16’8 49’8
Stonyhurst 
York - - -

381
50

53 50 43
53 57 30

29’933
29’921

1-399
1'235

67'9
65*0

23’6
28*1

44-3
36-9

54-5
52’5

41*1
40’0

13’4
12’5

47*3
47’2

Scarborough 
Isle of Man - 
St. Paul’s Parsonag 
Bywell - -
Alienheads -

* - 91
103

54 17 0
54 6 0

29*915
29*891

1-136
1’139

63-0
63*8

34’0
32-1

29’0
31'7

51*3
57’0

44*7
43*0;

6'6
14*0

47'9
48’9

46’5
45'5 
42’1 
41'5 
38’2

'e - 16 54 5fr 0 29*887 1-327 66'0 28*8 37’2 54*9 41*2 13*7 48*2
— 74 54 56 43 29*829 1*217 70*1 32’9 37’2 56’7 42*0 14’7 48*8

- - 1360 54 48 44 29*810 1*187 62'7 29’1 33’6 50’4 37'9 12’5 43'5

North Shields - - 124 55 0 7 29*936 1-257 73’0 32-2 40*8 52’7 40’4 12’3 47'3 42’5

Fourth Quarter.—Octoberf^November, December. xtk 

Sd the price of potatoes, which fluctuates largely, and has an evident 
effect on the public health, was 140s., 87s. 6d., and 1025. 6d. a ton in the 
last thirteen weeks of the three years 1857, 1838, and 1839.

The meteorology of the season was remarkable for its excesses of heat 
and cold. Very severe weather set in on October 21st; it was followed 
by a warm week (November ist-8th); then the cold weather returned, 
and became intense, the temperature falling all over the country below 
the freezing point of water (320), and in many places descending below 
10 . At Norwich the low point of i° was observed ; at Hoikham 3 -8° ; 
at Lampeter 2 below zerot'J^hc weather after December ’23 dj-became 
again unusually .warm’ until the end of the year. The rain-fall was 
8 7 in.; or i'6in. above the average of the season. Nearly 26 in. of 
rain fell in the year ; or half an inch in excess of the average. In the 
four previous years the rain-fall was deficient.

Pauperism has gradually declined ; the average number of paupers in 
receipt of relief during the last thirteen weeks of 1837-8-9, ’ were 
respectively 839,73^ 826,633, an<^ 793}39I-

for the Year 1859. By James Glaisheb, Esq., E.R.S.
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grs.
0*7
0’9 
ro 
0'8 
0‘9 
0’8 
0*7  
0’8 
0’6 
0?7
0’9 
0’8 
0’8 
0*9  
1’0 
0*7  
1'2 
0*9  
0’8 
11 
0’7 
0'9 
0’9 
0’9 
0*9  
0*7
0*8  
0*8  
0*5  
0*7  
0’4 
0*6  
0‘8 
0’8 
1*4  
0*7  
0*9
0*7  
0’8 
0’8 
0*9  
1*2  
0’6 
0’6
0*4  
0'4 
0*9  
1’0 
0’7
0*6

85
grs.
538 1’8 7 6 8 9 4*6

83 536- 2-0 6 6 7 11; 6-576 530 2’0 9 4 8 9 6’883 541 1'3 9 5 7 9 : 5*280 539 1-4 8 5 8 9 i 6’483 539 4 7 7 1286 539 1-1 5 7 8 11 6’182 548 1’7 7 7 ... 7 9 5*6-90 .. 0’9 7 4 8 11 4’083 538 0*4 7 6 6 11 5*4
82 540 1'3 6 6 9 9 4'183 536 0’6 6 6 7 11 5*683 540 1-8 7 6 6 11 5’680 540‘ 7 8 5 10 ' 6*481 538 7 5 7 11 i 6'484 541 t
83 540 5 8 6 i280 540 .. 5 6 7 12; 5-983 542 0’5 6 5 ■ 7 12 5'877 540 7 6 5 1285 539 1-7 6 10 8 6 6'280 540 2-0 A i ■ 6’981 537 0’8 6 6 7 ii 6*080 538 0’9 7 4 9 10 5’681 536 1*0 7 5 7 11 5’687 541 1’0 7 5 5 13 6*3
81 537 7 2 9 12 5’984 541 6’9 7 5 8 10 6-288 534 ,, 7 3 8 1285 539 7 7 8 7 6*290 536 2’3 6 5 10 io 6*384 542 1’5 5 5 10 10 6-081 541 0-4 6 10 8 6 6*781 540 1'7 6 3 10 11 5’473 541 t; •
83 540 i-2 6*780 539 0’3 •• .. .. .. 6’1
82 535 1-9 5 5 8 12 6*681 538 1’1 ,, 7’082 541 4 5 *9 12 6’881 541 4 5 7 14 6’174 540 1’7 7 5 9 9 7'285 537 0-9 7 6 7 10 i 7'484 543 5 7 6 12
90 543 6 7 7 1090 541 i*3 6 7 6 11 5*380 542 1’8 4 7 7 12 5*278 542 1-2 6 6 6 12 4’683 525 1’8 6 6 6 12 6’2
84 544 1*8 8 4 7 n s 5'9

days.
187

in.
43’4 Guernsey.

160 33-5 Helston.
195 43’1 Truro.
200 29*8 Exeter, Elmbrook.
223 34*1 Exeter, 200 High-street.
180 330 Ventnor.
140 31*5 Osborne.
166 29*5- Worthing.
139 24*8 Fairlight.
196 38*8 Little Bridy.
197 44’2 Barnstaple.
185 30’7 Aldershot Camp.
192 36-0 Clifton.
180 30’0 Royal Observ., Greenwich..
175 30’4 St. John’s Wood.
156 23*4 Guildhall.
149 24*9 Whitehall.
162 27’3 Camden Town.
157 28*2 Battersea.
123 22’7 Paddington.
163 28/9 Rose Hill.
145 27’0 Oxford.
158 31’3 Great Berkhampstead^i. Hartwell House.
133 21'5 Hartwell Rectory.
161 23-3 Gloucester.
228 25*3 Royston.

22’4 Cardington.
154 34’1 Aspley.
148 25’3 Hereford.
179 44’3 Lampeter.
129 24’3 Norwich.
177 22*2 Grantham.
149 23’1 Belvoir Castle.
162 24*5 Derby.
152 26’8 Hoikham.
157 22*4 Nottingham,
126 29*9 Hawarden*
159 25’6 Liverpool.
184 32*7 Manchester#
189 35*0 Wakefield, j
167 26’5 Leeds.
204 31*6 Stonyhurst.
137 20’9 York.
162 15’1 Scarborough.
159 29*0 Isle of Man.
150 44*4 St. Paul’s Parsonage#
201 27’2 By well.
273 50’1 Alienheads.

166 41*1 North Shields.

C 2



xxx Summary of the Quarterly Reports, 1859.

State of the Public Health.—109,354 deaths were registered in the last 
quarter of the year 1859, and the mortality was at the rate of 2*187  per 
cent, per annum. This is slightly above the average rate ; but is much 
below the rates in the corresponding quarters of the two previous years 
(2*263  and 2’400).

In the last year 440,781 deaths were registered; and the mortality 
was at the rate of 2*232  per cent.; or rather more than 22| died out of 
1000 living.

By a careful induction, drawn from an extensive series of observations 
on various portions of the population, it appears that the deaths should 
not have exceeded 322,616 in the year, at what may be provisionally 
called the natural rate, actually prevailing in sixty-three districts of the 
country. The 118,165 deaths in excess of this number were, therefore, 
unnatural deaths.

If we divide the population into two nearly equal parts, the town popu
lation, it is found, died at the rate of nearly 25 in 1000; the country 
population at the rate of 19 in 1000 on an average during ten previous 
autumn quarters. In the last quarter the mortality of the towns was 
between one and two in 1000 below the average. This reduction may be 
fairly referred to the full employment of the people in the manufacturing 
districts, and to the partial sanitary improvements which have been made 
in several large towns. That it is not the effect of the weather, or of 
any universal cause, is proved by the fact that in the country and small

Table XXI.—Mean Annual Value of Meteorological Elements in the
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1856

J.857

1858

1859

48'612*043*665*682*333*265*51*13629*9371856
60*812*845*258*082*035*267*21*10029*98349° and 55°
48*813*243*056*283*583*466*91*10429*99349° and 55°
49*711*945*157*086*733*370*01*17329*91649° and 55°1859

80*014
80*014
29*994
29*977
29*990
29*971

41'1
34*0
32*0
30*0
30*1
31*5

24*7
34*3
89*1
40*0  
39*1  
84*7

57*6  
58*9  
59*2  
58*2  
57*2  
54*0  
34*1  
52*9

47*4  
44*3  
42’5 
41*3
41*6
40'7

51*1  
51*4  
50*5  
49*3
48*9
47*4

51*9  
52*1  
50*8  
49*9  
49*9  
47*6  
48*0*  
46*9  
47*8

50*7
50*4
49*9
48*6
46*6
46*7

29*977
30*017
29*992
29*972
29’968
29*944  
29*870  
29*899  
29*742

64*4
67*2
70*6
67*1
67’5
64*5

8*9  
12*7  
15*3  
157 
14*2  
12*6

49° and 50°
50° and 51°
51° and 52°
52° arid 53°
53° and 54°
54° and 55°

1*101
1*149
1*128
1*170
1*281
1*210

56*7
58*2
59*4
56*6
56*0
54*6

in.
1*114
1*098
1*146  
1*159  
1*102  
1*199
1*245  
1*178 ’ 
1*243

1*044
1*075
1*093
1*122
1*179
1*147
1*228
1*235
1*220

65*8
68*3
71*1
70*0
69’2
66*2

49° and 50°
50° and 51°
51° and 52°
52° and 53°
58° and 54°
54° and 55°
56° and- 57°
57° and 58°
58° and 5 9°

in.
29*947
29*947
29*944
29*937
29*930
29*919
29*855  
29*879  
29*873

0*966
1*023  
1*058  
1*139  
1*212
1*223

42*5  
36*4  
33*2  
30*9  
32*4
83*8
32*6
31*3

56*3
57*0
57*8
57*0
55*8
53*8

49*9
44*7
41*8
41*6
41*6
51*5

21*4  
31*1  
38*4  
38*8  
35*7  
28*2  
85’8 
81*3  
27*1

40*2
85*0
33*0
28*8
31*3
81*9

49° and 50° 
50° and 51° 
51° and 52° 
52° and 53° 
58° and 54° 
54° and 55°

64*5
66*8
69*9  
69*0  
67*2  
63*6  
62*9  
62*5

O _ 
4»*3  
45*5  
42*2  
41*3  
42*2  
42*8  
39*3  
89*7  
41*5

Between the latitudes,— 
49° and 55° -

41*4
84*9
30*6  
28*8  
30*2  
33*1  
27*5  
29*8  
33*3

29*986
29*981
29*929
29*916
29*916
29*870

50*5  
49*8  
48*8  
48*3  
47*9  
46*0  
45*4
45’6 
45*9

22*0
30*4
86*7
38*1
34*8
80*3
30*8
81*2

49*0
46*4  
43*8
42*5
44*0
43*4
42*5
41*8

24*2
82*2
37*6
38*3
86*2
32*6

1857
1858

Between the latitudes,—* 
49° and 50° - T’ir

50° and 51° - M 
51° and 52° - 
52° and 53° - -
53° and 54° 
54° and 55° - 
55° and 56° - 
56° and 57° - -
57° and 58° - -

62*8  
66*1*  
69*0  
67*9  
65*9  
61*3  
63*3  
61*1  
60*4

?*3  

12*4  
14*7  
15*0  
13*0

9*7  
12*9  
12*6
9*5

8*6  
12*5  
15*4  
15*7  
13*2  
10*6  
11*6  
11*1

o 
55*6  
57*9  
56*9  
56*3  
55*1  
52*0  
52*2  
52*3  
51*0

6*8
13*5
17*6
15*0
14*4
13*1

Fourth Quarter.—October, November, December. xxxi 

town districts the mortality rose from the average of 19 to 20 deaths out 
of 1000 living.

The diseases of the lungs were unusually fatal, in consequence of the 
severity of the weather ; and the new form of throat disease (diphtheria) 
has caused much sickness, and in some places has destroyed many lives.

Fever has also been unusually prevalent in certain districts. Patholo
gists now distinguish three kinds of fever which have been hitherto con
founded together; and are still apparently undistinguished by a certain 
number of medical practitioners. The typhoid fever, or typhia as it may 
be .called to distinguish it from typhus, Dr. South wood Smith, Dr. Mur
chison, and others have shown is a kind of night-soil fever. It was the 
cause of many deaths in families during the quarter. Thus in the sub
district of Lyncombe, near Bath, the Registrar reports five cases of 
typhoid fever at Oldfield: Cottage ; three had terminated fatally, and 
another death was hourly expected. The deceased young ladies, aged 
19, 18, and 15, were the daughters of a lieutenant-colonel, who expressed 
his conviction that imperfect drainage was the cause of " his most dis
tressing loss. This fever has prevailed at Bedford ; rich and poor have 
been affected. Twenty-six deaths from it have happened in the town 
during the last three months. People are suddenly attacked with con
siderable irritability of the bowels ; tenderness of the right iliac region, 
gurgling of the bowels, the eruption of rose-coloured spots, delirium, and 
sometimes perforation of the intestines follow. Relapses are frequent.

Years 1856, 1857, 1858, and 1859, for different Parallels of Latitude.

1

0
<0
h

8 ?■
E£

5 ®
r M

ea
n E

la
st

in
-F

or
ce

 of
V

ap
ou

r.

M
ea

n W
ei

gh
t o

f V
ap

ou
r 

in
 a 

C
ub

ic
 F

oo
t o

f A
ir

.

M
ea

n 
ad

di
tio

na
l W

ei
gh

t 1 
of

 Vap
ou

r req
ui

re
d 1

 
fo

r S
at

ur
at

io
n.

M
ea

n Deg
re

e of 
H

um
id

ity
 o

f t
he

 A
ir

. 1
M

ea
n 

W
ei

gh
t o

f a
 C

ub
ic

 
Fo

ot
 o

f A
ir

.

. Wind.

M
ea

n A
m

ou
nt

 of
 C

lo
ud

.

Rain.

Paballels 
Of 

Latitude.

Es
tim

at
ed

 
St

re
ng

th
.

N. E. S. W.

N
um

be
r o

f D
ay

s 
it 

fe
ll.

A
m

ou
nt

 co
lle

ct
ed

.
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—. — — •• . — 23*8 58° and 59°
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47*1 *334 3*8 0*7 85 538 1'8 7 6 8 9 4*6 187 43*4 49° and 50°46*3 *315 3*6 0’8 83 539 1’3 7 6 7 10 5*5 167 34*1 50° and 51°44*6 *295 3’4 0*8 81 539 1*1 6 6 7 9 6*1 175 26’4 51° and 52°42*0 267 3'4 0*9 81 538 0’9 6 6 9 9 6*1 154 28*1 52° and 53°41*6 •263 3’2 0’8 82 539 1’1 5 5 7 11 7-0 157 80*0 53° and 54°42’7 ‘274 3’2 0’6 84 540 1-8 6 6 6 11 4’5 200 34*5 54° and 55° *

Between the latitudes.—0 ■296 3*4 0*7 84 541 .. .. .. .. 5-9 161 31*0 49° and 55°
45*7 *319 3-6 0-8 84 540 — .. .. 6'0 161 27-4 49° and 55°

43*7 •287 3-4 07 79 542 — 5*6 155 26-6 49° and 55°

44*1 •289 8'5 07 83 539 1’8 6 5 8 10 57 177 84-9 49° and 55°



xxx-ii Summary of the Quarterly Reports, 1859.

Foul cesspools are numerous in the town, and the drainage is very defec
tive. The soil is mostly gravelly, porous, and affected by soakage. vvater 
contamination is frequent. A wheelwright’s wife, aged 37, died 01the 
fever on October 31st; a labourer’s wife, aged gj, on November 10th; 
a dairyman’s son, aged 23, on December 7th ; a physician s daughter, 
aged 20, on December 15th; a captain’s daughter, aged 18, on December 
18th; a dealer’s son, aged 26, on December 21st; and the curate, a£ed 
24, died of the same low fever, with haemorrhage, on December 28th. 
These tragical losses would undoubtedly be less’ frequent, nay would not 
be sustained, if the earth, air, and water of the town were effectively 
purified. More than fifty cases of the fever occurred in the small village 
of Hartfield (East Grinstead, Sussex), where the drainage has been much 
neglected and the sanitary arrangements of the houses generally are baa. 
The fever has been very prevalent at Newport,’ and its neighbourhood, 
in the Isle of Wight; it destroyed 13 lives. At Lemsford, in the Hatfield, 
district, on the banks of the Lea, several persons were attacked, and two 
died. When this disease enters a house it generally attacks several, 
members of the same family. The Registrars cite instances. The intro
duction of the disease can sometimes be traced ; thus, a woman went to 
Yarmouth to nurse her daughter, who died, and was brought to Billing - 
ford to be buried. Afterwards the mother, a daughter aged 24 years, 
and a son aged 14 years, died of the same fever. Two more members 01 
the family were attacked, but are now better. The house stands apart, 
and the disease has not extended to any other family. Portland is 
crowded by men employed in the Government works; and yet patients 
suffering from small-pox, measles, , or typhoid fever are, the Registrar 
complains, distributed in private lodgings, among, the inhabitants ; he 
has registered one death by fever. Other illustrations of the fatal pre
valence of typhoid fever will be found in the registrars’Notes. .

Cholera and diarrhoea have proved fatal in the Pontefract sub-district. 
In Glass Houghton, a township of about 200 inhabitants, 12 deaths 
were registered in 17 days (Oct. ist-i7th); they all died of cholera and 
diarrhoea. The dwellings in which the disease raged were badly ven
tilated, and in a low damp locality. Of the same diseases 15 persons died 
in Castleford and Whitwood. The people had been allowed to deposit 
dung and other offal near a well which supplied the streets to which the 
disease was mainly confined; and the heavy rains had washed the dirt 
into the water. . , - ,

The returns afford evidence of the efficacy of sanitary measures. Ihtts 
the fever which had prevailed some time in the camp at Colchester, 
continued during October and November. An inquiry was institute , 
sanitary measures were probably adopted, and no death froiy ^eyer 
occurred in camp or town during December, which was unusually healthy. 
The great diminution in the mortality of Bristol is ascribed in part to t e 
comparative prosperity of the working classes, but still more distinctly to

Table XXII.—Meteorology of Greenwich in the Eleven Years 1849-1859.

Mean Fall of Mean Mean
Mean Temperature of the Aik 

in the Quarters ending the last day of
Yeabs. Movement Dryness Temperature

of the Air 
in Miles.* Inches. Atmosphere. the Air. March. June. Sept. Dee. .

1849
1850
1851
1852
1853
1854 -
1855
1856
1857
1858
1859

Miles.
735
761
684.
724
596
687
638
713
568
609
592

Inches.
23’7
19’6
20’2
34’4
29’6
173 
21'1 
21’9 
21*4
17*2
25*9

0
6*7
6*4
6*6  
7*3  
6*0  
5*7  
5*3  
5*7  
5*4  
6*6  
6*2

49’9 
49’3 
49’4 * 
50’6 
47’8 
49’1 
46’9 
49*1  
51*1  
49’2 
50’8

0
41’9
39’4
41’9
41’4
38’1
40’8

■ 34’1
40*0
39’2
37*8
43’3

- . 0
51’7
53’5
51'5
51’2 
.51*8  
51’7 
50’5
52*3
53*8  
54'3 
53*7

0 
61*0  
59’6 
59*8  
61’8 
58’5 
59’8 
60’4 
59*9  
63’3 
61*0  
62’8

0 _ 
44’8 
44’7 
43’7 
48’1 
42’8 
43’7 
42’7 
44*2  
47*9  
43*8  
43*3

* Whewell’s Anemometer.
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the improvements which have been made in the drainage, and in the 
sanitary arrangements of the city. The Registrar of Walsall accounts for 
the decrease of deaths by sanitary regulations.

The increase of births and the decrease of deaths in Wilton the Registrar 
states, is, in his opinion, attributable to the introduction of a new and 
superior class of cottages, in lieu of the former ill-built and badly-ven
tilated dwellings of the agricultural laborers. The numerous new cottages, 
which are being built in several parishes of that sub-district, “ by the 
direction of Mr. Sidney Herbert,” will no doubt improve the health of the 
inhabitants.

. The improvement of the health of the laboring population of the 
kingdom is one of the most pregnant measures of defence that can be 
conceived ; and will not be overlooked by the great landed proprietors.

. At the instance of the Lords of Her Majesty’s Privy Council, the Re
gistrars have returned the causes of many deaths in their several districts. 
The printed Notes contain many interesting facts ; the whole of the MS. 
Notes have been placed in the hands of Mr. Simon, their Health Officer, 
as they suggest important inquiries.

Health of London in 1859.

The weekly Tables have shown the changes of the population of London 
during each of the fifty-two weeks; and now the births, deaths, and fatal 
diseases of the year have been ascertained, our gains and our losses can 
be numbered.

The natural increase of the population was 31,049. That was the 
excess of the registered births over the registered deaths. Besides the 
increase by natural growth, London receives other accessions; every 
county of the United Kingdom sends its quota to the metropolis, and the 
aggregate number of the immigrants, according to the best estimate, ex
ceeded 23,000. The probable increase of the population was 54,000 in the 
year ; or more than a thousand weekly.

There is a further movement of the population of the metropolis: the; 
natives leave in large numbers, and are replaced by persons born in other 
parts ; and again, many immigrants who come to London return to their 
homes or wander elsewhere. The greatest migrations take place at the 
ages 20 to 30; when young people, unsettled, still maintain a connexion 
With the homes of their childhood.

Of I>394>9^3 inhabitants of London of the age of 20 and upwards at 
the last census, 749,853 were born beyond its bounds. It is a vast stage, 
upon which the best of the population of the United Kingdom play their 
part, and then retire to country life, to foreign lands, or to the life beyond 
the grave. With the latter class only we have now to do in reviewing

Table XXIII.—LONDON.-—Births and Deaths in the Twelve Years 1848 to 1859.

YEARS. 1848 1849 1850 1851 1852 1853 1854 1855 1856 1857 1858 1859

BIRTHS - - - 71380- 72612 74564 78300 81250 82254 84885 85532 87430 89577 89012 92909
DEATHS - - .57771 68756 48950 55488 54638 60069 73697 61942 57274 59103 64093 61860

Excess of Births ) 
over Deaths - J 13609 3856 25614 22812 26612 22185 11188 23590 30156- 30474 24919 31049

( Males 1 -
Bibths -< 36371 37168 37907 40056 41388 42132 42988 43501 44410 45885 45347 47330

(Females 35009 35444 36657 38244 39862 40122 41897 42031 43020 43692 43665 45579
(Males

Deaths
29413 34168 24634 28140 28063 30852 37151 31354 29076 29769 32579 31577

(Females 28358 34588 24316 27348 26575 29217 36546 30588 28198 29334 31514 30283

Annual Mobtality )
• per 1000 - - > - j ^5*83 30*08 29*94 23*40 22*47 24*41 29*38 24*06 21*78 22'20 23*56 22'30
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rapidly the diseases, the crimes, the negligences, and the accidents which 
have proved fatal.

The population of London in the middle of the year 18^9 was probably 
2,774,338 ; comprising about 1,299,602 males, and 1,474,736 females; for 
there are 175,134 more females than males. This is the result of the 
excess of female over male immigrants, and of the higher mortality to 
which men are exposed.

The number of children whose births were registered in the fifty-two 
weeks amounted to 92,909 of whom 47,330 were boys, 45,579 girls, Thus 
the boys born exceeded the girls by 1751. The births were at the rate 
of 1787 weekly, 255 daily. The births exceeded by 3897 the births in 
the previous year, and by 26,158 the births registered in 1845.

The destruction of life proceeds on the same scale of grandeur : 61,860 
of the inhabitants of London died; so if the dead of this single year: 
could be brought to life, they would people a large city.

The deaths were at the rate of 1190 weekly, 170 daily.
31,577 males and 30,283 females died. The deaths do not increase at 

the same rate as the births ; yet their numbers have increased since 1845, 
when the deaths of 24,836 males, 24,082 females, were registered.

Upon comparing the deaths with the estimated population, it is found 
that to 100,000 living, 2230 died in the year; the average deaths of the 
last eighteen years being 2439. Thus the mortality is nearly at the rate 
of 22 in 1000, in lieu of 24 in 1000.

The number of births varied weekly; 1980 children, the greatest 
number, were registered in the fourth week of January; 1578, the least 
number, were registered in the last week of September. The first number 
is 200 above, the last number 202 below, the average. The deaths fluc
tuated differently ; in a week of June, towards the middle of the year,, 
they fell to 913, and in a week of October to 902, or 283 below the 
average ; in the last week of December they rose to 1677, or 492 above 
the average. The reproductive force thus acts most steadily; the destruc
tive forces having a greater range, and while they allow the mortality 
to subside to some extent below, raise it at intervals much above the 
average.

The mortality was raised above the average by the extremely cold 
weather of January and December; the mean temperature of the two first 
weeks was low (350 and 390), and the deaths rose to 1338 and 1429 ; 
again, the temperature fell in the two last weeks but one of December 
to 28°, 330, and the deaths rose to 1548 and 1677 in the two weeks 
following.

Heat in our temperate climate also affects the mortality, and whenever 
the mean daily temperature rises above 6o° diarrhoea and other bowel 
affections prove fatal to great numbers in London. Thus in the second

Table XXIV.—LONDON.—Deaths in Public Institutions, 1852-59.

Total Deaths in Public Institutions®

Tn Workhouses ------ 
Prisons - - -
Military and Naval Asylums - - 
General Hospitals -

, Hospitals for Special Diseases -
< Women - 

Lying-in Hospitals -Jchildren _

Military and Naval Hospitals -
• Hospitals and Asylums for Foreigners

< Lunatic Asylums -

1852 1853

8479 10116

4890 5955
105 106
332 342

2247 2675
299 281

7 13
26 22

183 263
81 59

359 400

1854 1855

12046 11319

6812 6552
155 71
312 299

3415 2956
326 441
20 27
43 40

441 404
57 64

10381 10079

5797 5714
81 71

304 285
2859 3008
612 332
14 11
31 23

282 180
61 63

340 392

1856 1857 1858 1859

10004 9633

5535 5228
57 40

317 307
3094 2927
272 431
11 35
32 51

211 187
53 46

422 381
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week of July the mean temperature rose to 710, with a daily range of 30°; 
the registered deaths rose to 1400 in that week, and to 1605 deaths in 
the week following, when the mean temperature remained the same within 
two degrees. The mortality rose from June, now the healthy month of 
London, to July, and then gradually subsided with the temperature until 
October, another healthy month of the year.

The effects’ of cold on the system appear to be direct and immediate ; 
but the morbid processes to which they give rise, chiefly affecting the 
breathing apparatus, only terminate fatally after a certain number of days.

The effects of a high temperature are sometimes immediate, as is notably 
the case in sun-stroke, or heat apoplexy as it has been called ; and as the 
loss of caloric by the system is greatly diminished, less of the combustible 
matter is consumed, so certain diseases are generated within; while others 
are produced by the changing organic matter in the air and water.

During the latter part of the year the chief masters and the men in the 
building trades of London were in a state of open war. The masters 
closed their establishments on August 6th, and afterwards only employed 
men who would sign a document. The men refused, to the number, it 
was said, of 20,000. The conference of the trades societies distributed 
certain sums among their members; and in the sixth week as many as 
14,000 of them, received allowances. These allowances were, however, 
inadequate; the means and credit of many failed; the small shopkeepers 
instead of 9Z. or 10I. took no more thana/. or 3Z. a week from the families 
of the workmen. The distress became in some cases urgent, yet the 
struggle was protracted through the rest of the year. The wives evidently 
thought their husbands in the right and suffered with them the pangs of 
hunger. A relieving officer thus writes September 1st: “ I visited this 
“ man’s lodging. He was out, but his wife was in bed, with scarcely a rag 
“ to cover her, evidently gradually sinking from want. The room con- 
“ tained scarcely an article of furniture, and presented a most destitute, 
“ neglected, and dirty appearance. She said, ‘ We are starving, sir; we 
t( have neither fire nor food.’ ( Why,’ I replied, ‘ does not your husband 
“ go to work ?? ‘ What,’ she exclaimed with considerable energy, ‘ to 
“ become worse than a slave!’ ”*

This ‘distress produced ultimately a sensible effect on the mortality of 
the men and their wives. As long as there was bread, the poor children, 
however, apparently had it; until weakened, cold, ill-clad, they at last

Table XXV.—LONDON.—Deaths and. Meteorology, 1848-59.

TEARS.

Total

Number- 

of 

Deaths.

Mean

Tem

perature 

of Air.

Dryness 

of 

Atmo

sphere.

Fall 

of Rain 

in 

Inches.

Mean 
Weekly 
Amount 

of
Hori
zontal 
Move
ment 
of the 
Air.

Weekly Average of 1859.

1859

Number 

of 

Deaths

Mean

Tem

pera-

Average 
daily 

Range 
of

Dryness 

of 

Atmo-

Fall

of Rain

in

Amount 
of 

Hori
zontal 
Move
ment 

of the 
Air) 

in each 
Week.

1843 57771
0 

50*2
0

5‘6 30’1
Miles.

1018
weekly.

ture

of Air.
Tem

perature.
sphere. Inches.

1849 68756 49’9 6-7 23’7 735
1850 48950 49’3 6’4 19’6 761
1851 55488 49’4 6*6 20*2 684 First ) 0 0 0

0’20 8411852 54638 50’6 7’3 34’4 724 Quarter f 1242 43'8 12’8 5*0

1853 60069 47’8 6*0 29*6 596 Second } 1056 54’1 20’0 0’491854 73707 49'1 5’7 17’3 687 Quarter 695

1855 61942 46’9 5*3 21*1 688 Third J- 1232 62’9 21’4 8’7 0’55 8711856 57274 49'1 5’7 21’9 713 Quarter

1857 59103 51’1 5’4 21*4 668 Fourth ]• 1210 43’1 12’5 8’4 0’55
1858 64093 49’2 6’6 17’2 609 Quarter 362

1859 61860 50’8 6’2 25’9 592

* Times, 3d September 1859.
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died in unusual numbers as the severe weather came on towards the close 
of the year.

In recording the fatal results of this conflict we must regret its origin, 
and express a hope that for the future a better understanding and a more 
friendly relation will subsist between masters and men.

The mortality in 100,000 living was at the rate of 2,230 deaths from 
all causes; of which 607 were by diseases of the zymotic class.

It may be instructive to compare the fatality by some of the diseases 
of London now and in the seventeenth century. In the twenty years 
1660-79 the mortality in Southwark and in the city within and without 
the walls was at the rate of 7 or 8 per cent. ; so the mortality within the 
Bills may be set down at the rate of 7000 annually in every 100,000 
living, of which 3400 were by zymotic diseases.

The diseases were not always distinguished accurately. But by putting 
them in groups, any fallacy from this source will be obviated, and the 
decrease of some of the worst forms of mortal disease will be placed 
beyond doubt. To render the comparison easy, the number living is 
taken to be the same in the two periods, 100,000 in 1660-79 and iQ 1859. 
The annual deaths by small-pox were 357 in the first period, 42 in the 
second period; by measles 40 and 47 in the two periods. Medical science 
was imperfect, and the science existing in that century was very imper- 
fectly applied. Croup and scarlatina were not generally recognized, but 
were confounded with measles and fever. The mortality by fever, con
tinued or remittent, and ague was ‘ at the rate of 749 and 59 in the two 
periods; or including scarlatina, quinsy, and croup, the mortality was 759 
and 227. Thus a person was in four times as much danger of dying 
of these diseases at the Restoration as a person living in London now. 
Women are not yet entirely exempt from peril in child-bearing; the mor
tality by that disease is now 17, it was then 86. Again a few (8) in 
100,000 die now of dysentery; then, out of the same number, 763 died 
annually of that disease. By diarrhoea, a milder form of disease, 11 died 
then, 120 die now; cholera was fatal in 1859 to 7, and in the 20 years 
(1660-79) to 130 annually. Syphilis was twice as fatal as it is, the 
numbers being 21 and 12. Scurvy and purpura bear testimony to the 
imperfect nutrition of the population; the annual deaths were then 142 
and are now 2. Vegetables, fruit, and fresh meat, could with difficulty 
be procured in winter. Worms and all parasitic creatures that crawl 
over, bite, and prey on the body of man, were prevalent; 10 deaths were 
ascribed to worms.

Dropsy, a result and sign of scurvy and fever, was exceedingly fatal; 
298 died of that disease then, and 26 now. Apoplexy, paralysis, epilepsy, 
affections of the brain, and suicide, are more fatal now, according to the 
returns, than they were, in the proportion of 57 then to 151 now.

Consumption and diseases of the breathing organs were uncommonly 
fatal; 1079 then and 611 now are the figures of the mortality.- Diseases 
of the digestive organs were fatal then and now in the proportion of 146 
and 95. Stone and diseases of the urinary organs are now as fatal as 
they were then; the deaths being 21 and 30. Children were rapidly 
cut down; of convulsions and teething 1175 died then, 136—too many 
—now.

Of the violent deaths, some are now more frequent, as the forces by 
which they are occasioned are greater; of fractures and wounds 19 died 
then, 25 now; of poison, more accessible, 2 now and then only one; of 
burns, as fires are probably more common, and dresses more inflammable, 
now 13, then 3; drowning and suffocation were then twice as fatal (23 and 
20) as they are (10 and 10) in the present day.

5 in 100,000 of the people were executed then annually; now one in 
the whole population.

Health of London in 1859. xxxvii

In addition, the inhabitants of London were then destroyed by the 
terrible plague; which, upon an average of the twenty years, carried off 

* * 1132 lives.

* See the History of Epidemics by Hecker, and the ingenious book of Mr, Parkin.

In 1665 nearly a third of the population perished by plague. It is 
difficult to conceive this frightful destruction of human life ; the imagina- 
tion, the wailing notes of writers, the details of Defoe in a work which 
would have immortalized any writer, fail to bring all the horrors before 
our minds.

The mortality was at the rate of seven per cent, on an average during 
the twenty years. If the mortality of London had been at the same rate 
in the last year, instead of 61,869 about 194,200 deaths would have been 
registered.

The plague was the more appalling as the mortality overwhelmed the 
people in particular years; thus the burials from 15,356 in 1663, rose to 
97,306, “whereof 68,596 were by plague,” in 1665 ; and this was equi- 
valent to more than 600,000 deaths by plague in the present population 
of London. In the third week of September 8297 deaths were registered, 
which, represents a rate of mortality equivalent to about 85,000 deaths in 
a week on the actual population of London.

In these recurring plagues vast numbers of people fled in panic terror 
from the fatal, city; servants and workpeople were discharged in great 
numbers; commerce was paralyzed ; few ships ventured up the river, and 
merchant vessels were occupied by their owners as asylums on the water. 
Sextons, gravediggers, bearers, bellmen, and drivers of death-carts were 
in demand. The dead were buried indiscriminately ; some bodies lay in 
forsaken houses, others across the paths in the streets, no longer traversed 
by carts or coaches. At the end of the summer, grass was growing in 
Bishopsgate-street and Cornhill, where the people thronged no longer. 
The loud voices, shrieks, and sobs of the delirious, the desolate, and the, 
dying were heard in the streets; at times too disturbed by reckless, 
reveller 1=!, and by raving patients, who had escaped from their dwellings,; 
converted into prisons. For according to the regulations “infected 
houses ” were shut up; a red cross and “ Lord have mercy upon us !” 
were inscribed on their portals ; while watchmen jealously guarded the 
doors. These quarantine regulations were at first rigidly carried out, and 
were only gradually abandoned when they were found useless, pernicious, 
and impracticable.

It is of some use to ask whether these past occurrences possess merely 
a historical interest for the inhabitants of London. Are the diseases of 
those times ever likely to recur ? The answer must be :—undoubtedly 
they will recur, if their causes come again into action ; and hot otherwise. = 
If a comet—if the stars—if volcanic action——if some mystical telluric 
influence destroyed the population of London at the rate of 7 per cent.- 
annually, and at times in paroxysms at the rate of 20 and 30 per cent, in 
a single year, such powers are evidently beyond the reach of the will, 
and of all human effort. The population must resign itself to its fate. 
Vesuvius may perhaps be extinguished artificially but the cause of the 
volcanic action which pervades the world is inaccessible.*

All the evidence, however, goes to show that comets, stars, and volcanic 
action had as much to do with the mortality of the population of London 
in the seventeenth century as with the mortality of the British troops in 
the Crimea ; and no more. The supply of food, and particularly of vege
table and fresh animal food, in certain seasons of the year, was defective, 

~ so that a large portion of the population became scorbutic. The houses 
were nearly as close and dirty as the houses now are in Constantinople 
and Cairo ; the water supply was imperfect, as London Bridge works and 
Hugh Middleton’s New River were for many years unappreciated. Water



xxxviii Great Britain.

has in itself little attraction for people unaccustomed to ablution. Para
sitic insects and diseases of the skin betrayed its impurities. The dirt of 
the houses struck foreigners. The sewers were.imperfect; and the soil 
gave off marsh malaria in some parts, and in others was saturated with 
the filth of successive generations.

The high rates of mortality which then prevailed still attend cholera 
and current epidemics in certain localities. The nature of disease and the 
climate are still the same as -they were in London before the Revolution; 
and it is evident that if plague has disappeared, other zymotic diseases, 
but notably dysentery, scurvy, and fever, have declined. Cholera was on 
an average then as fatal as it has been recently, and probably much more 
fatal than it will be again if London be supplied with pure water.

The nation exults justly in the ,progress of its manufactures. But the 
progress of its manufactures is surpassed by the progress of the health of 
its capital.

The improvement in the health of London has proceeded step by step 
with the amendment of the dietary, the drainage of the soil on which 
the houses stand, the purification of the water which the people drink; 
with the sweetening of the air ; and with the progress of medical science, 
which is the source of sound sanitary doctrines.

’So long as these improvements are maintained, the diseases of the seven
teenth century will not recur ; and all further progress is in the hands of 
the people. They can work out their own salvation, with God’s blessing. 
The causes of disease are numerous; but every one that has hitherto been 
discovered can be to a certain extent controlled. If by persevering in 
the exact observation and analysis of the diseases of the population, 
science succeeds in bringing to light the evils of unnatural diseases still 
existing, we may hope confidently that those evilswill be averted; and 
that, rising from the Thames, the site of London, which was pronounced 
in the seventeenth century a field of blood and terror, will be a field 
of health, concourse, and security to the population of the Metropolis of 
the Empire.

GREAT BRITAIN.

The Returns of the Registrar General of Scotland supply us with the 
materials for determining the rates of marriage, birth, and death in Great 
Britain.

377,700 persons married, 796,613 children were born alive, and 
persons died in Great Britain during the year ; so the natural 

increase of population arising from the excess of births over deaths was 
294,078. The births and deaths are not yet registered in Ireland ; but 
taking these into account, it is probable that the natural increase of 
the population of the United Kingdom exceeded 1000 a day. The 
marriage rate of Great Britain in the year was 1 • 650 per cent, on the

Table XXVI.—Estimated Population, Marriages, Births, and Deaths in Great 
Britain, 1859.

—
Area.

Estimated 
Population 

- in the 
middle of 
the Year 

1859.

Marriages. Persons 
Married. Births. Deaths.

Acres. Hectare.

England and Wales
Scotland - -

37,324,915
20,047,462

15,104,312
8,112,627

19,746,000
3,134,040

167,723
21,127

335,446
42,254

689,881
106,732

440,781
61,754

Great Britain - 57,372,877 23,216,939 22,880,040 188,850 877,700 796,613 502,535

. JTote.—The population of England'and Wales has been obtained by taking the excess of births over deaths in 
the 4 quarters ending June 30th in each year ; the population of Scotland has been deduced on the assumption 
that it increased in 1859 at the Same rate as it did in each of the 10 years 1841-51.
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population; or nearly * 098 higher than in the previous year, when the 
rate was 1 ’^2.

The birth-rate was 3*482,  or *125  higher than it was in the previous 
year; The increase of the birth and of the marriage rates is noticeable 
both in England and Scotland.

The mortality was at the rate of 2*196  per cent., or less by *072  than 
the mortality (2 * 268) of the previous year.

The increase of the marriage and birth rate, as well as the decrease 
in the rate of mortality, are all indications of improvement in the general 
condition of the population.

His Royal Highness the General Commanding in Chief has favoured 
me with a return of the strength of the British army abroad, and of the 
deaths in its ranks. The mean strength was 123,709, and the deaths 
amounted to 4,150. Taking the due proportions for the parts of the 
army belonging to Great Britain, the mortality of the population, including 
the army abroad, was 22 *02  in 1000.

The mortality of the population of France in the same year was at the 
rate of 26*70  in 1000, which is considerably above the average of that 
Empire. M. Legoyt mentions among its principal causes the prevalence 
of dysentery, diphtheria, and of some other epidemical diseases. It will 
be observed in the Table, deduced from returns which M. Legoyt has been 
good enough to supply, that the marriage rate is rather lower in France

Proportion per Cent, of Marriages, Births, and Deaths to the Population of Great 
Britain, 1859.

The total area of a country, divided by its population, gives what is here called the “ Arealityit is the 
average area to each person. The reciprocal gives the “ density ” of the population, or the population to each 
acre, square mile, or other measure.

Areality. To 100 Persons living.

Acres

to a P

Hectars

erson.
Marriages. Persons 

Married. Births. Deaths.

England and Wales 1*89 •76 •849 1-698 3-494 2*232
Scotland - - 6-40 2-59 •674 1'348 3’406 1-970

Great Britain 2'51 1-01 •825 1-650 3-482 2’196

Table XXVII. — Number of Deaths in the British Army during 1856, 1857, 
1858, and 1859 (furnished to the Registrar-General by the Adjutant-General by direction 
of H.R.H. the Commander-in-Chief).

1856 1857 • 1858 1859
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Engineers 4 21 1 - 5 '■ 23 1 12 - - 1 13 3 16 - - 3 93 3 11 - 3 6 44

Total - 21 794 10 458 72 2,508 35 547 7 189 168 3,052 18 865 5 241 137 7,226 31 907 5 314 85 4,065
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than in Great Britain ; the birth-rate is much lower, and the death-rate 
is higher; so that the natural increase of population is less in France 
than in Great Britain.

The births in France- amounted to 1,011,787 ; and estimating the 
number of births in Ireland at 238,208, the births in the United Kingdom 
amounted to nearly the same number, or 1,034,821.

The deaths in France were 972,556; while the deaths in the United 
Kingdom did not probably exceed 661,171,

Table XXVIH.—Deaths oe Officers and Men in the Army Abroad, and Estimated 
Numbers belonging to Great Britain and to England and Wales, in each of the Six 
Years 1854, 1855, 1856, 1857, 1858, and 1859,

YEARS.
Deaths of 

Officers and Men 
in the 

Army Abroad.

Estimated Numbers in Col. 2 
belonging to

Great Britain. England and 
Wales.

1 2 3 4

1854 7,383 4,287 8,496

1855 20,315 11,794 9,619

1856 2,580 1,498 1,222

1857 3,220 1,869 1,525

1858 7,863 4,275 3,486

1859 4,150 . 2,409 1,965

The number of Deaths in the cols. 3 and 4 were estimated on the assumption that the soldiers abroad belonged to 
the different parts of the British Empire in the proportions indicated in the next Table derived from the Census 
Report, Occupations, Vol. I., Supplementary Tables, p. ccexlv., vi. See Table XXIX,

Table XXIX.—Army serving at Home and Abroad.

1851

Officers and Men born in England - 67,647

9» 99 Scotland - - - 15,300

99 99 Ireland - - - 53,169

99 99 Foreign Parts - 6,754

Total - - - - 142,870

It was inferred also that the 76,443 officers and men abroad in the army in 1851 should be added to the population 
of the several parts of the United Kingdom, also in the proportions indicated in the above Table. Thus the population 
of England and Wales, at home in 1851 was 17,927,609; add the proportion of the army abroad (36,196) belonging to 
England and Wales and its population becomes 17,963,805. The estimated population at home in 1859 was 19,746,000, 
and the population, including its share of the army abroad, was deduced from the following proportion:— 

17,927,609 : 17,963,805 :: 19,746,000 : as = 19,785,869
Great Britain was dealt with on the same principles.

Table XXX.—Annual Rate of Mortality per Cent, per Annum, including the 
Deaths of Soldiers Abroad.

YEARS. Great 
Bbitain.

England and 
Wales. Fbance.

1855 2’287 2’312 2’594

1856 2-035 2’053 2’806

1857 2’157 2’178 2’823

1858 2'282 2’316 2’398

1859 2’202 2’238 2’670

Great Britain. . x]j

Thus with an equal number of births, the deaths in the United 
Kingdom were less than the deaths in France by about three hundred 
thousand,.

The salubrity of the soil and of the climate of.France is unquestionable, 
and agricultural pursuits are in themselves favourable to health, but the 
system of protection has hitherto paralyzed industry in the towns ; and 
the country is generally ill-provided with sanitary arrangements. We 
shall probably speedily see the effects of freedom in improving the health 
of. the. French people, and shall have to struggle hard ourselves to 
maintain sanitary superiority.

Table XXXI.—Return showing the Average Strength of the Army Abroad, in the Years 
1856, 1857, 1858, and 1859. Burnished to the Registrar-General by desire of H.R.H. the Com
mander-in- Chief.

—

1856 1857 1858 1859

Officers.
Non

commissioned 
Officers 

and Meh.
/ Officers.

Non
commissioned

Officers 
and Men.

Officers.
Non

commissioned 
Officers 

and Men.
Officers.

Non
commissioned 

Officers 
and Men.

Cavalry 137 8,614 126 2,757 313 6,661 808 6,943
Infantry 2,682 85,257 2,327 65,361 3,106 90,907 3,236 100,839
Artillery - 240 7,694 246 5,402 856 8,262 ■ 348 9,705
Engineers - 106 . 1,484 ■' • 107 1,350 125 2,000 134 2,196

Total - 3,165 97,999 2,806 , 74,870 j 3,900 • 107,830 4,026 119,683

Table XXXII.—England and Erance. Estimated Population, Registered Marriages

Births, and Deaths, in each of the Years 1855, 1856, 1857, 1858, and 1859. '

The Population Of England and Wales for the years 1855-59 has been deduced by taking the excess of births over deaths 
since 1851, when the population was enumerated.

England and Wales. ■ Fbance.

1855 1856 ■ 1857 1858 1859 1855 1856 1857 1858 1859

Estimated Population 18,786,914 19,045,187 19,304,897 19,523,103 19,746,000 36,118,408 36,205,792 36,292,663 36,387,679 36,426,910

Marriages - 152,113 159,337 159,097 156,070 167,723 283,846 284,335 290,349 807,218 298,309
Births 635,043 657,453 663,071 655,481 689,881 899,559 952,116 929,832 967,638 1,011,787
Deaths 425,703 390,506 419,815 449,656 440,781 936,833 835,017 842,961 872,622 972,556*

* According to the official Enumeration this Population includes 166,428 men, being the Effective Strength of the Army 
°f t“e East in the Crimea in the month of January 1856. M. Legoyt has favoured the Registrar-General with the Returns 
of France for the years 1856, 1857,1858, and 1859. The population for the years 1858 and 1859 has been obtained by taking 
the excess of births over deaths. The Census is not taken on one day in France, as it is in England, and the date of the French 
Census is not stated. . v «

The births in France are exclusive of still born.

Table XXXHI.—Proportion per Cent, of Marriages, Births, and Deaths to the Population 
of England and Wales, and in Erance, 1855-9.

England and Wales. Fbance.

1855 1856 1857 1858 1859 l , 1855 1856 1857 1858 1859

Marriages - •810 •837 •824 ’799 ’849 •786 •785 •800 •844 •819
Persons married ! - 1’620 1’674 1’648 1’598 1’698 1’572 1’570 1’600 1’688 1’638
Births - 3’380 3’452 3’435 3'357 3’494 2’491 2’630 2’562 2’659 2’778
Deaths 2’266 2'050 2’175 2-303 2’232 2’594 2-306 .2’323 2’398 2’670
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Births and Deaths of English Subjects at Sea.

I continue the return of the number of deaths which occur at sea, and 
are registered. This register is exceedingly imperfect as regards both 
our navy and merchant service.

The mortality, according to the returns of the Registrar General of 
merchant seamen, is at the rate of nearly a per cent. (1-99), thus ex
ceeding the mortality ashore at the corresponding ages, but not differing 
much from the rate prevailing among persons of all ages.

Table XXXIV.—Number of Births an? Deaths of English Subjects in British 
Vessels at Sea, reported by the Captains or Commanding Officers of Vessels, and 
entered in the “ Marine Register,” pursuant to Sections 21 and 26 of the Registra
tion Act.

Erom 1st July 1837 to 31st Dec. 1859: —
Births at Sea - - -
Deaths at Sea - -

Births at Sea <

Deaths at Sea «
1856
1857
1858
1859

Whereof were reported during the years 
1856, 1857, 1858, and 1859 : —

1856
1857
1858
1859 - - ‘ -

Total. Males. Females.

95° 4<>7 483
4477 4023 454

72 37 35
IOI 50 5i
112 5° 62
88 37 5i

302 274 28
352 261 9i
39° 326 64
266 237 29

Table XXXV.—Mortality of Merchant Seamen at Sea, in the 8 Years 1852-59.*

YBAU3. Strength. Deaths.

Mobtality.

To 1000 living.

1852 159,563 2,205 18-8

1853 172,525 3,276 19-0

1854 162,416 2,772 17’1

1855 168,537 8,318 19’7

1856 173,918 3,549 20’4

1857 176,387 3,444 19’5

1858 177,832 3,486 19-6

1859 172,506 3,430 19-9

In the 8 years ) 
-1852-59. j 1,363,684 25,480 18-7“

• Deduced from a return of the number of accounts of wages and effects of seamen (exclusive of masters) 
dying before the termination of the voyage, received by the Registrar General of Seamen. This return 
does not include seamen dying ashore in foreign parts, whose wages and effects are delivered to the consuls 
or officers of the hospitals to which such men are sent; accounts of their effects are sent direct to the .Board 
of Trade.

Certificates of Births, Deaths, and Marriages.
Certain events in the lives of men are so important, that in nearly all 

nations means are taken to register them in the memory of living 
witnesses, or in enduring records. Marriage is of this nature, for it 
founds families, and its influence extends over the future lifetimes of

Certificates of Births, Deaths, and Marriages. xliii 

husbands, wives children, and collateral relatives. In barbarous 
countries ceremonies, festivals, and religious rites ensure the attendance 
ofd4SESmeT7 °f Ttnesses5 but civilized states the art 

writino secures by simpler means permanent evidence, which 
can be preserved, transcribed, and produced in any place on any 
occasion. The place and date of a man’s birth, as well as his parent 
names and other particulars of origin, have often to be proved, and the 
contemporaneous registers supply evidence of this description of the 
utmost value. Majority is only one of the instances in which it is of 
advantage to have at hand such a ready proof of age and relationshin as 
t^ W? s"PP[ies' The date, place, and cause of death, as well as 
the fact off death have frequently to be proved, as in the numerous 
instances where the acquisition of property of various kinds depends 

' P°" tbe. decease. of its prior owners. And these facts, if accurately
^corded m public registers can be consulted as long as the records las( 
courts of °n CerhficateS Public officers, Id produced in the 

in genea!ogical tables, and the registers of baptisms and burials
Pvij? hc%P-°1Ved the Practical utility of such documents ; and the 
registers liSho aU °V-r the kin«dom’ of lost and of falsified
registers, further satisfied a committee of the House of Commons that 
great advantage would arise from a new system of registration of 
marriages, births (not baptisms), and deaths (not burials).*  “By such 

honourrwmbbe^rSt ™Provement believe that the national 
that time Por?ot®d’Cotbe.r nations having contributed more at 
that time than England to statistical science], that inestimably useful 
information wifl be ensured, that great evils, affecting aU landed 
diminished ”d ™ctlng descent and sale, and acquisition, will be 
‘ ™,lshed- . The committee also perceived the other advantages 

< ?n 183^ accrumS from tbe Registration Acts, which came into operation

Years.

1837
1838
1839

1840
1841
1842
1843
1844

1845
1846
1847
1848 

■ 1849

1850
1851
1852
1853
1854

1855
1856
1857
1858
1859

* Report from the Select Committee on Parochial Registration, 15th August i8« 
XXII. 0 , - *

d

TABXh?S?87AG9™ ^AMES ON THE Roisters at the End of 
Oepice fexclt Jva Ar £ Dumber of Searches for Registers at the Central 
office (exclusive of Searches in Non-parochial Registers).

NoTE,-The numbers registered in 1837 are for the Half Year ending December 31st.

AGGREGATE NUMBER Number 
ofSearches 

for 
Registers 

at the 
Central 
Office.

Of 
Persons 
married.

Of 
Births.

Of 
Deaths.

Of 
Names 

Registered.

116,958
353,092
599,424

164,116
627,903

4 1,120,477

148,701
491,461
830,445

429,775
1,472,456
2,550^46 Not

844,754 
1,089,746 
1,327,396 
1,575,032 
1,839,530

1,622,780
2,134,938
2,652,677
3,180,002
3,720,765

1,190,132
1,533,979
1,883,498
2,229,943
2,586,876

3,657.666
4,758,663
5,863,571 
6,984,977 
8,147,171

known.

620
705

2,127,016
2,418,344
2,690,034
2,966,494
3,250,260

4,264,286
4,886 911
5,376,876
5,939,985
6,518,094

2,936,242
3,326,557 
8,749,861 
4,149,694 
4,590,533

9,327,544 
10,581,812 
11316,771 
13,056,123 
14,358387

744
881
941 

1,030 
1,162

3,555,748
8,864,160
4,181,724
4,510,764
4,830,218

7,111,516
7,727,381.
8.351,393
8,963,784
9,598,189

4,959,528 
5,354,924 
5,762,059 
6.183,156 
6,621,061

15,626,792
16,946,465
18,295,176
19,657,704 
21,049,468

1,228
1,442 

' 1,658
1,676
2340

5,134,444
5,458,118
5,771,312
6,083,452
6,418,898

10,233,232
10,89'1,685
11353,756
12,209,237
12,899.118

7,046,764
7,437,270
7,857,085
8,306,741
8,747,522

22,414,440 
23,781,073 
25,182,153 
26,599,430 
28,065,538

2,492 
2353 
2,965 
4,063 
5,052
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The original registers are lodged in the country with the Superintendent 
Registrars, and certified copies are sent up every three months to the 
General Register Office, where they are arranged so as to be readily 
accessible to the public, who have the right to search the indexes, and to 
find out any particular entry, by paying one shilling, as well as to procure 
for two shillings and sixpence a certified stamped copy, which the Act 
declares “ shall be received as evidence of the birth, death, or marriage 
“ to which the same relates, without any further or other proof of such 
“ entry.” ,

The public can also search the Registers, and obtain certificates from the 
Registrars and Superintendent Registrars, as well as from the Clergy; and the 
local use of the records will, as new generations spring up, be considerable.

In the year 1859 precisely 1415 searches were made in the non- 
parochial registers, which number about 7000’, from, upwards of 3^00 
congregations, exclusive of 1600 Registers from the Society of Friends. 
-Some of these Registers extend back to the early part of the;reign of 
Queen Elizabeth. The searches at the Central Office in 1859 amounted 
to 6467 ; of which 3032 were made in the Indexes of the new Registers. 
The number of searches was few in the earlier years of Registration;■ but 
•it naturally increases for a time, although not in regular proportion, as the 
number of names on the Registers increase^ (See Table XXXVI.) ' ’

Many certificates are given by the Registrars on the marriage day, and 
Certificates are also sometimes ’ given of births and deaths by the Registrar 
"on the day of registration^ ' The Birth register, however, acquires interest 
and is more in request every year at the Central Office up to the 
age of majority; the Marriage register is most frequently consulted at 
the Central Office a year or two after the event; and the searches of the 
Death register extehd into the past ; but in numbers decreasing as ure 
proceed backwards through the avenue of years. Pulvis et umbra sumMs. 
-The names, like the ashes of millions of mankind, perish; but they 
designate the links of everlasting generations; so, besides the few that 
attain immortality, a certain number retain their interest in connection 

. with titles and property for centuries. ... . ...... 47
Where the entry is found no certificate is required in 4I per cent, of the 

cases of birth, 6f per cent, of the cases of death, or uf of the cases of 
marriage. The motives of the searches are not stated ; but it -is believed 
that several of the searches for marriages, in which no certificate was 
required, were of the same kind as the searches for marriages in * the 
imperfect lists which appear in the newspapers, .Sometimes an anxious 
father wishes to know whether his child is married, and instance^ have 
occurred in which young ladies, apparently out of pure curiosity, having 
ascertained that a certain marriage had taken place in a distant part of 
the country, indignantly refuse to accept the certificate, politely offered 
by the clerk in attendance.

Table XXXVII.—Number of successful Searches for Registers in 
the Year 1859. ,

Pebiod .
when Search commenced.

Successful Searches fob

Births. Deaths. Marriages. Total.

1837 to 1840 - - 577 163 . 66 806

1841 „ 1845 - - 501 226 101 828

I 1846 „ 1850 - - 288 343 123 754

' 1851 „ 1855 - - 202 496 150 848..

1856 ,, 1859- - - 98 658 . 141 z; 897

Total - - 1,662 1,886 581 . ' 4,133
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; A great number of the certificates granted at the Central Office are fox- 
legal purposes, and are applied for by solicitors.
.All the searches are not successful. In the cases of marriage, such as 

have been referred to, all that is desired is to prove a negative. And so 
dt is in cases of death ; people come to ascertain whether the death, of 
a relative or of an annuitant for. instance, has occurred. They apply 
to put rumours to the test. The births are not all registered, as the regis
tration is unfortunately not compulsory; and the defect was greatest in 
the earlier years over which searches extend. The Clergy at first 
imagined that the registration of births might interfere with baptism ; 
and an instance occurred the other day of a clergyman not finding his 
son’s name on the register, and thus being unprovided with the readiest 
means of proving the boy’s age, which was required as a preliminary to 
an examination. , '

The necessary information is sometimes incomplete, of the Index fails 
to point to the right name, through the errors and irregularities neces
sarily arising under our singularly unscientific system of orthography, 
which not having kept pace with human progress in other things, 
imperfectly represents and bears no constant relation to our oral language. 
The pronunciation of the thousands of Christian, and surnames is ex
ceedingly arbitrary; and when registration commenced 42 per cent, of 
the people could not write, and could not, therefore, in many instances 
spell their names correctly. The Clergy and the Registrars spell the 
same names differently; for under our deplorable system of spelling, the 
same sounds are expressed by half a dozen different combinations of 
letters. The duplicates and copies of the Registers which are made by 
the Clergy, are sometimes differently and sometimes erroneously spelt; 
and so it is with the Registrars, who also derive their information from 
illiterate informants.

A certain number of errors, notwithstanding the careful checking, are 
also committed in the process of indexing.

For these various reasons 20 in-100 searches give negative results ; 
and singularly enough the proportion is 21 in the non-parochial registers.

Wilts and Administrations.
It was at one time proposed that the last wills and testaments of the 

population of England should be placed in Somerset House by the side of 
the registers of deaths ; .so that the public could have ready access under 
the same easy regulations to both classes.of documents; the one containing 
proofs of death and heirship, the,■ other containing the authority for 
transferring property at the. death of its possessors to their successors.

This intention has not been carried out, but a calendar of the wills and 
administrations in the year 18^8, from January nth to December 31st, 
inclusive, has been published, with notes, setting forth the dates, the 
registry, the names and descriptions of the testators and intestates, the 
place and time of death, the names and descriptions of the executors and 
administrators, and the value of the effects. The calendar does not. 
include the wills, &c. of Scotland and Ireland. "■

This publication is not. perfectly accurate; but it serves to show, in con
nection with the deaths, some interesting facts concerning the tenure of 
a large portion of the property of the country. The Tables (pp. 174—180), 
have been hastily compiled; but the general results, though it is believed 
they are reliable, as the errors must be within narrow limits, are to be 
considered only imperfect specimens of the results deducible from these 
returns, and from the related facts to be dealt with by the Inland Revenue 
Department under the Succession Act.

Any man not a criminal or a lunatic of the age, of 21 and upwards has 
the power to make a .will. .How many persons exercise that power? 
of what amounts of property do they dispose ?

d 2



xlyi Wills and Administrations.

The number of persons living of the age of 21 and upwards, was 
about 10,366,793 (Table I. 1.) in the year 1858 ; out of whom 210,972 
died in the year; and 21,060, or adding a number proportional to the 
time, for the wills omitted in the first ten days of January, 21,653 left 
behind them wills. So 189,319, or 9 persons in 10, left no wills ; but in 
9170 of those cases letters of administration were taken out ; so about 
30,823 persons died who were declared in the Court of Probate to be 
possessed of personal estate, such as cash, shares of every kind, stocks, 
securities, policies, debts due to them, stock in trade, goodwill of trade, 
horses and carriages, wine, furniture, plate, books, pictures; and jewels ; 
as well as the proceeds of real and leasehold estate directed to be sold. 
180,149 left no property which came under the cognizance of the court.

Thus of 100 persons 14’6 left declared property of this kind ; and 
85 *4  left no such declared personal property, although they may have 
left land alone in some instances.

* This and the following numbers are corrected for the year.

Sons and daughters, as well as many wives, possess no property, but 
undoubtedly a large quantity of property passes to successors in small 
portions untaxed. And much personal property, evading the duty, passes * 
by gift.
Table I. 1.—Population and Deaths during the Year 1858, and the Estimated 

Number of Wills and Administrations in the Year 1858.

Population, 
aged 21 Years and 

upwards, estimated 
to the Middle of 
the Year 1858.

Deaths 
of Persons aged

21 Years and upwards 
in the Year 1858.

Estimated 
Number 

of Wills in the 
Year 1858.

Estimated 
Numbeb of 

Letters of Admi
nistration in 
the Year 1858.

Persons - - * 10,306,793 210,972 21,653 9,170

Males - 5,038,476 102,049 15,558 5,896

Females - 5,328,317 108,923 6,095 3,274

Note.—The Number of Wills and Administrations was not returned for the whole of the year; but in the . 
calculations in this Table an estimate has been made for the 10 days, viz., from the 1st to the 10th January, 
inclusive, so as to give the results for the complete Year 1858.

Table I. 2.—Proportion per Cent, of Deaths, Wills, and Administrations to the 
Population aged 21 Years and upwards; of Wills and Administrations to 
Deaths of Persons aged 21 years and upwards, and the Average Amounts to 
each Person, during the Year 1858. ' 

To every 100 of the Population 
aged 21 Years and upwards.

To every 100 Deaths 
of Persons aged .

21 Years and upwards.

Wills 
and 

Adminis
trations.

Wills. Adminis
trations.

— The proportional Number of
The Average Amount to each 

Person.

Deaths 
of that 
Age.

Wills. Adminis
trations. Wills. Adminis

trations. £ £ £

Persons - 2-035 •219 •088 W263 4-347 2,331 2,998 759

Males 2-025 •309 •117 15’246 5’778 \ 2,751 3,469 854

Females - 2-044 •114 •061 5-596 3-005 1,371 1,793 587 '

The average amount of property disposed of by each will was 2,998/. or 
nearly 3000/. (Table I.; 2.), by each administration 759^* ’- s0 larger 
properties were dealt with under wills. The average amount severally 
left at death by about 30,823 persons was 233iZ. ; if the aggregate 
amount of property in the full year be taken at 71,860,792/., including 
64,904,744/. under wills, and 6,956,048/. under administrations.

Of 102,049 men who died in the year, 15,66^*  personal property 
under wills, 5896 under administrations ; so 21,454 left declared property 
of this kind, and 80,596 left none.

Wills and Administrations. xlvii

For one man who left personal property, four left no amount of 
personal property according to the return; or, more exactly, of 100 
men, 21-o left personal property; 15-3 under wills, and e8 under 
administrations.

Women leave less personal property than men.' 108,923 women died 
of the age of 21 and upwards; of whom about 6095 left personal pro
perty under wills, 3274 left the same kind of property under administra
tions. Or out of 100. we had 5 • 6 leaving wills, 3 • o leaving property for 
which letters of administration were taken out.

Then the average amount under the will of a woman is 1,793/.; and 
587/. under letters of administration.

The several amounts of personal property have not been summed up ; 
but with a view of showing its distribution approximately, an estimate 
has been formed on the' principle that 806 properties sworn at sums 
above 4,000/. and under 6,000/., are worth on an average 5,000/., and are 
therefore worth in the aggregate.4,030,000/. The great properties of 
100,000/. or more are taken at their sworn amounts. The. whole of the 
properties, omitting those in the first ten days of January, are by this 
estimate worth 69,893,380/.; of which 57,396,350/. werezleft by men, 
and 12,497,030/. by women.

The Table (p. 181.) is classed from the actual amounts in the scale on 
which the various duties are levied; and the annexed Table (II. 1, 2, 3, 4) 
has been framed from it, by distributing the number of properties 
over several equal intervals, to show the relative number of properties 
of magnitude ranging from- oZ. to a million. The higher amounts 
fluctuate from year to year, and can only be determined from the returns 
of several years.

Table II. 1. deals with 22,513 properties, each sworn under i,ooo/., 
and shows the numbers and amounts in ten degrees of ,iooZ. each. Thus 
4670 persons died worth 100Z. and worth less than 200Z. ofpersonal property; 
and proceeding step by step, the numbers at the end are reduced to 7466 
persons, each leaving i,oooZ. and upwards, or 64,130,500/. in the aggregate. 
The 22,513 persons (=29,979—7466) severally dying worth less than 
1,000/., left only 5,762,880/. in the aggregate.

We pursue in Table II. 2. the stream of wealth, until it is reduced to 
44,120,000/. left by 1189 persons, each dying possessed of io,oooZ. and 
upwards of personal property, or of lands directed to be sold making 
those amounts. So 28,790 persons died, each worth something, but less 
than io,ooo/., and possessing 25,773,380/. in the aggregate.

Table II. 3. Again 587 persons, each possessing personal property 
sworn at sums of 20,000/. and upwards, had 35,090,000/. of the personal 
property of the country; whereas the other 29,392 persons died in the 
possession of 34>^°3?38oZ. So while the two masses of property are 
nearly equal, the numbers of the possessors are in the proportion of 50 
leaving small fortunes (if we so designate properties worth less than 
20,000/.) to one leaving the large fortune of 20,000/. and upwards. 67 
properties are left worth 15,060,000/. in the aggregate, each property 
■worth 100,000/. or more, and sworn at less than 1,000,000/. of personal 
property. In this year only owe property was sworn at the highest figure, 
1,000,000/.; but that, sum has been exceeded in previous years. The 
probate tax is not levied pro rata on all properties ; but is as a general 
rule levied at the lowest rates on the great properties.

The possessors of the various properties are .described in the usual legal 
phraseology, which is neither very definite nor very accurate. But it 
appeared to be well worth the While to classify the possessors of the 
various personal properties left under will or administration.

The Census classification was employed for the purpose.
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TartkTI 1, 2, .3, 4.—Number of Wills and Administrations returned during the 
' Year 1858 (from 11th January to 31st December 1858), and the Amount of 

Property represented by them.

(2.) Under £10000.

. AMOUNTS.

1

WILLS AND ADMINISTRATIONS.

Persons. Amounts.

Number of 
Wills and 

Administra
tions of / 

the respective 
Values. 

indicated in 
Column 1.

2

Sum of the 
Number 

of Wills and 
Administra
tions'of the 

Value 
indicated in 
Column 1 

and upwards.
. 3 <

Amount of 
Property belonging 

to the Number 
of Persons 

in Column 2.

4

Amount of 
Property belonging 

to the Number 
of Persons 

in Column s.

- s
(1.) Under £1000.

£ £ £
000—100 - - - ■ - 8,303 29,979 411,105 69,893,380
100- - - - 4,670 21,676 700,500 69,482,275
200- - - - - -2,512 17,006 628,000 68,781,775 .
300- - - - a - - 1,678 14,494 598,092 68,153,775

. . 400- - .. - • 1,435 12,816 631,725 J 67,555,683
500- - - - 1,190 11,381 665,358 . 66,923,958
600- - - ' - — 876 10,191 585,537 66,258,600
700- ri-4 - ■ 746 9,315 < 549,863 65,673,063
800- - - — - '• 617 8,569 514,187 - 65,123,200
900 and under £ 1000 - - 486 7,952 478,513 ' 64,609,018

1000 and upwards 7,466 — 64,130,500

(3.) , . • , . Under £100000.

to £
0000-1000 - - - - 22,513 29,979 5,762,680 69,893,380
1000- - - 2,671 7,466 4,006,500 64,130,500
2000- - - - - - 1,266 4,795 3,452,000 60,124,0003000-'- - JiSri -■ 792 3,529 2,722,000 56,672,000
4000- - - - - - 489 2,737 2,195,000 53,950,000,

’ 5000- ' - - - - - ; 817 2,248 1,835,000 51,755,000
6000- - - - - - 236 1,931 1,604,000 49,920,000
7000- - - - - - 203 1,695 1,469,000 48,316,000
8000- - - - - - , 180 1,492 1,391,000 46,847,000.
9000 and under £10000- - 123 1,312 1,336,000 45,456,000.

: 10000 and up wards ,ri 1,189 ’i ‘ 44,120;000

00000-10000 - - -
10000- - - - -
20000- •=- - - ■ -
30000- -
40000- _ - - -

. ■ ' 50000- - - J-®' _ ,
60000- - - - -

' 70000- - - - -
80000- - - , 4
90000 and under £ 100000

, . ,100000 and upwards , . - .

28,790
602
231

j 126 
, 61 '•

84
28 '
20 .. t:
14
6

29,979
1,189 :

587 
356.
230
169
135
107 ■’
87, , 
73 1 
67 .

25,773,380 
9,030,000 
5,775,000 
4,410,000 
2,745,000 

. 2,068,000
1,744,000 
1,420,000 

, 1,096,000 
772,000

69,893,380
, 44,120,000

35,090,000 
-29,315,000
24,905,000
22,160,000
20,092,000
18,348,000 
.16,928,000 
15,832,000 
15,060,000

(4.) Under £1000000.

£
000000-100000 - - .. 29,912 ■ 29.979 54,833.380 69,893,380100000- - ’ - - 43 67' 6,060,000 15,060,000

, . 200000- - 14 24 . 8,900,000 9,000.000300000- - - ■- 5 10 1,800,000 5,100,000400000- - . - . ■T. . 8 5; 1,500,000 3,300,000
500000- - - .- - 0 2 1,800,000600000- - : - . - - ■ 0 2 — 1,800,000700000- - - -

■ -' 800000- - ■ - -
1
0

2
1

800,000 1300,000
1,000,000

900000 and under £ 1000000 ■ 1 1 1,000,000 ' 1,000,000
1000000 and upwards 7” 0

j Columns 2 and 4 may be read thus: In the first series showing the distribution of Wills and Administrations 
under £1000 by hundreds, the number of Wills and Administrations representing values under £100 was 
8303, making in the aggregate £411,105 . 4670 represented the properties of the value of £ 100 and under £200, 
making in the aggregate £ 700,500. 2512 represented.properties of the value of £200 and under £ 300, making 
in the aggregate £628,000. In the second series, showing the distribution under £ 10,000 by thousands, 792 
represented properties of the value of £ 3000 and under £ 4000, making in the aggregate £ 2,722,000, and so on 
for the other series.

Columns 3 and 5 may be read thus: Table II. 1. There were 29,979 Wills and Administrations disposing of 
properties of values under £ 1,000,000, or in the aggregate £69,893,380 ;-21,676 disposing of properties of the 
value of £100 and under £ 1,000,000, making £69,482,275 in the aggregate17,006 disposing of properties of the 
value of £ 200 and upwards, making £ 68,781,775 in the aggregate. Table II. 2. 1981 disposing of properties 
of the value of £ 6000 and upwards, making in the aggregate £ 49,920,000, Table II. 3. 587 disposing of proper
ties of the value of £ 20,000 and upwards, making in the aggregate £ 35,090,000 (or about one-half of the whole 
amount of property represented by all the Wills and Administrations in the year) ; and Table II. 4. 10 disposing 
of properties of the value of £ 300,000 and upwards, making in the aggregate £ 5,100,000.
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. Table (pp. 174-177) shows the amounts of property left under 5928 
wills by 22.93 spinsters, ’28j wives, and 3.3)0 widows. The titles, pro
fessions, and occupations of men are given in considerable detail. The 
Table deserves careful study. Of 66 persons dying possessed of 100.000Z. 
and upwards, one was a woman ; 10 were peers and other titled persons. 
37 are described as esquires or gentlemen; but solicitors will be able 
to say whether these designations are not applied to men who have mad,e 
large fortunes by trade, commerce, and manufactures. The series is 
completed by referring to the classification in Table (pp, 178-180) of the 
other possessors of personal property, on which letters of administration 
were granted in the year.

It will be observed that the accumulated wealth of this country is in 
the hands of no one class of the community. It has been created and it 
is employed in every branch of industry.
r This analysis of properties is based on the probates, &c. of personal 
properties proved in England. It includes debts, and the properties are 
probably sworn at their full nominal value, so the amounts are over
stated; but they can be checked by comparing the amount with the amount 
of personal property on which legacy duty was actually paid, not. precisely 
but nearly in the same year.. The following Table III. has been con
structed from Table (p. x.) in the recent interesting Report of the Inland 
Revenue Department. Here debts are deducted, and property passing to 
the husband or wife is omitted, as on it no duty is levied. The schedules 
which the department issues, as well as the 35 Geo. 3. c. 184. and 22 & 23 
Viet. <3. 36., should be read by writers who wish to use these materials/

Table III. — Amount of Property upon which Legacy and Succession Duties 
were paid during the year ending 3.1st March 18,59. . - : > ,5

Rates 
of 

Duty.

AMOUNTS ON WHICH LEGACY DUTY WAS PAID.

England. Scotland. Ireland. United 
Kingdom.

1 per cent.
: £

33,549,448
£

2,630,126
£

1,806,923
£

87,986,497
' 2j ,, 1- 78,133 — — 78,133

3 »» 15,960,253 1,899,803 1,048,922 18,908,978
4 99 22,823 — — 22323
5 99 2,396,378 144,076 49^02 2^89,656

, 6 99 486^72 17,437 5,660 509,669
8 8,593 — 8,593

10 99 4,595,181 451,906 . 295,175 5,342,262

Total 57,092,381 5,143,348 8^05,882 65,441,611

Rates VALUES ON WHICH SUCCESSION DUTY WAS PAID.

OF
United 

Kingdom.' Duty. England. Scotland. Ireland.

£ £ £ £
1 per cent. - - 17,686,448 1,462,685 2,317,600 21,466,733
3 99 - 4,449,735 473,000 666,871 5,589,606
5 - 663,951 31,024 53,697 748,672
6 99 - 63,016 4,019 1^61 68,296

10 99 - 1,177,954 36,460 154,909 1^69^23

Total - 24,0413.04 2,007,188 3,194,338 29,242,630

Only a part of the property of the country paid legacy duty until the 
year 1854, when the Succession Act passed. The tenure of landed pro
perty is by no means so simple as it might be ; but the succession duty is 
levied “ on real property, which includes all freehold, copyhold, cus
tomary, leasehold, and other hereditaments, whether corporeal or incor
poreal.” The “ saleable value ” and the “ annual value ” of each property 
is returned by the “successor ” or trustee, and after this is scrutinized 
the taxable value is fixed by the department, on the assumption that this
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said value is equal to the value of annuities on the lives of the successors. 
The duty is paid by slow instalments, so the department alone can tell 
how much remains out of this account.

The property of the United Kingdom on which the legacy duty was 
paid in the year ending March 31st 1859 amounted to 65,441,611?. 
What was the value of the real property on which the succession duty 
was paid ? The Inland Revenue Department has not yet given that 
portion of their returns ; but if we assume that the property is taxed on 
half its saleable value, it will amount in the aggregate to'58,485,260?., and 
even then the landed possessions at death are of probably less value than 
the property taxed as personal under the Legacy Act, after allowing for 
real property directed under will to be sold. Upon this assumption, 
123,926,87 il. pass by death to every generation of successors. From this— 
after allowing for property passing by gift—may be obtained an approxi
mation to the total value of the real and personal property of the United 
Kingdom existing in taxable portions, and in all the various forms—except 
that living and inherent in. the population itself. But it would be futile 
to proceed further, as the required data will probably be supplied at an 
early period by the Inland Revenue Department in their Annual Report.

My object has been only to show the connexion between the deaths 
and the properties passing at the close of every English life to its 
successor. And it is certainly a remarkable fact, that, taking one death 
with another, including men, women, and cliildren, more than 100?. of 
property paying legacy duty, and perhaps 187?. of property of every kind, 
is left for the benefit of successors, in the United Kingdom.

The causes of death in England and Wales in the year 1859 are 
discussed by Dr. Farr in a letter addressed to me, which will be found 
in the Appendix.

I have the honour to be,
, Sir,

Your faithful servant,
GEORGE GRAHAM, 

Registrar- General.


