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FROM

G. H. GRINLING,

WOOLWICH.

Station: Woolwich Dockyard, S.E.Ry.

To George Lansbury

Bow

2nd. January

103, S.Stephen’s Rd.

7
190

Dear Lansbury

Until late yesterday I quite thought that Barefoot 
had arranged for you to come and meet our Executive Committee last 
evening. Then I found that he had very wisely waited to let the 
Executive make its own decision,as he had discovered that one or two 
members were thinking that it would be a bad thing to have Poplar 
mixed up with Woolwich. We had a long and very good discussion 
at the Executive, and pretty well every point of view was put for-
ward and the whole situation thrashed out.

The result was that we finally unanimously decided 
to invite you to be in attendance aext Friday when the Executive 
recommends to the General Council that you be invited to become 
our candidate for the L.C.C. You will of course have an official 
communication from Barefoot. The General Council is our deciding 
Body.

There was a strong feeling last night that the time 
has come for Woolwich to make another earnest fight for principle 
regardless of all difficulties; indeed my own feeling is that noth
ing short of such a fight is likely to give good results for this 
L.C.C. Election.

My feeling is that we ought to be prepared to spend 
almost as much money as for a Parliamentary contest and that we 
ought to put into the field even a better organisation than for 
Crooks’s second Election. Indeed I think we should aim at nothing 
less than the effort which we made for the first Crooks fight. In 
that way, and in that way only I think that Woolwich can give a lead 
to London and the Labour Movement which will be of the utmost value 
at this juncture.

These c ommuni cat ions of mine are of course informal 
and confidential. You know how easy it is to stir little jealousies 
in affairs of this kind.

Will you come and have a meal here on Friday at any 
time that will suit you ?. The General Council will meet at 8, 
and I shall have to be there then. But you might have a quiet rest 
here and a read or a chat with my sister for a bit longer while we 
do the earlier part of the business.

I have to leave Ethel in Nottingham. She has been 
in bed all the Christmas holidays. We fancy it must have been a



FROM

C. H. GRINLING,

17, RECTORY PLACE,

WOOLWICH.

Station: Woolwich Dockyard, S.E.Ry. 2.0190

second influenza. It has been speeding up her heart rather badly, 
and she will have to rest a bit until it settles down steadily again. 
I hope to go down again for the week end to be with her.

Yours Always,



MIDDLESBROUGH
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NEW ROAD

WOOLWICH

. . Borough of W oolwich .

Labour Representation Association

Councillor L. JENKINS JONES, L.C.C., Chairman

Mr. C. H. GRINLING, Vice-Chairman.

Councillor E. T. FENNELL, Hon. Treasurer

J. A. SMITH, Financial Secretary.

WK. BAREFOOT, Secretary.

Bankers : London & Provincial Bank
Telephone 262 Woolwich
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Evros & SeorrSWOODE, London. If the Receiver of an Inland Telegram doubts its accuracy, he may have it repeated on payment of half the 

amount originally paid for its transmission, any fraction of id. less than 3d. being reckoned as 3d. ; and if it bo found that there was any 
inaccuracy, the amount paid for repetition will be refunded. Special conditions are applicable to the repetition of Foreign Telegrams.
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London County Council Election, 1907.
NORTH LAMBETH DIVISION.

Labour Representation Committee.
FRANK SMITH. A.U.U.. F. E. CARTER, S.L.F.P., W. LOCK, G.W. & G.L.U.

LABOUR CANDIDATE. Election Agent. TREASURER.
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Y+7 March 4th, 1907.

WARDEN :
F Herbert STEAD, MA.

My dear Mr. Lansbury,

We are evidently getting on. 

contest have we drawn the devil so 

this time. Whatever man could do 

Never before in a municipal 

completely out of his lair as 

has been done, and it is an

honour to have been permitted to fight in so dread an encounter.

The Municipal Reformers have forced the people of London to a 

clearer consciousness of the collectivism that is approaching; and 

that the metropolis of Mammon in the modern world roused to face 

the import of coming changes, should have acted as it has done was 

perhaps all we could expect. But the forces of anti-Mammonites 

have been mobilised with a clearer consciousness of their common 

aim and ultimate goal than ever before. If ‘every vote given to a 

Progressive was a vote for Socialism, you Socialists will have 

reason to claim the very largest poll ever cast in England for 

Social ism.

Very heartily yours,
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