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Parliamentary Bye-Election, 1912.

TO THE ELECTORS OF BOW AND BROMLEY.

103, St. Stephen’s Road,

Bow, E,

Fellow Electors,

Two years ago you did me the great honour of electing me as your 
Member in the House of Commons. During that time I have consistently striven 
to carry out the promises I made to you before election. In season and out of 
season I have kept steadily in front the social condition of the people I represent.

Last year I opposed with all my strength the National Insurance. Act, an 
Act of Parliament for which both Liberals and Tories are responsible. Only 
twenty-seven Members in the House of Commons voted with me when I moved 
its rejection on the Third Reading. The action I took in regard to this Act was 
in distinct opposition to the bulk of my colleagues of the Labour Party. The 
working of the Act, as you all know, has resulted in this : that very poor women 
and very poor men in East London are called upon to pay, out of most miserable 
wages, a weekly poll tax on their necessities of life. I have never ceased to regret 
that the Labour Party as a whole supported this Bill. They acted in good faith, 
but I consider that the result, especially to the casual worker and to women, has 
proved disastrous.

In regard to the Osborne Judgment we have also failed to secure what 
every Trade Unionist demands, viz: the complete reversal of this piece of judge- 
made law.



This year I find myself again in complete disagreement with my party 
on a question which is, to me, of fundamental importance, namely, the 
enfranchisement of women. The Government have introduced a Bill for establishing 
Manhood Suffrage, and are professing to leave to the judgment of the House the 
large and important question whether women are to be included or not. The 
Labour Party have decided that they will accept this position. I think this will

prove as disastrous to the cause of freedom so far as poor women are concerned 
as did their support of the Insurance Act. It is well-known that the Prime 
Minister and other Members of the Government are determined opponents of 
Woman’s Suffrage. It is also well-known that only this year, on the Conciliation Bill 
which would have given votes to only a few women, Liberal and Irish Members 
who were avowed supporters of the Women's cause, either went into the Lobby 
against the Bill or abstained from voting, although no Government Whips were 
issued against it. The reason given for this gross betrayal of principles was that 
if this Bill had been carried, certain Ministers would resign and Home Rule would 
be endangered. We have no guarantee that such Members will not act in the same 
way on the Government’s Franchise Bill, and in fact all the evidence obtainable goes 
to prove that they will. It is argued that we might, if our amendments are defeated, 
vote against the Third Reading of the Bill, but everyone knows that this would 
leave things just as they are. Now, my position is simply this. The only effective 
method by which we can prevent the women of this country being left out of the 
next Franchise Bill, is for a sufficient number of men in the House of Commons who 
believe the question to be one of vital importance to inform the Government that 
they will not continue their support of other measures unless this reform is absolutely 
secured and passed into law as a Government measure.

I want to be perfectly frank with my constituents on this matter. It is 
pointed out that by taking this line of action, we should endanger the passage of 
Home Rule and Welsh Disestablishment. This need not be, and in my opinion, 
would not be if the four hundred men now in the House of Commons who pledged 
themselves at the last election to vote for the enfranchishment of woman were to 
inform the Government of their intention to stand steadfastly by their principles. 
But so low has the House of Commons sunk that principle counts for nothing.

In resigning my seat, and handing back to you the trust which you

gave me two years ago, I desire that you may pass judgment first of all on my 
conduct in the past, and secondly on my proposed attitude and policy for the ’future. 
If you do me the honour, as I have no doubt you will, to re-elect me, you may accept 

" my word quite without reservation that in all questions affecting the lives of the 
poor, and the social conditions of the people, I shall be found fighting as strenuously 
as one man is able to fight on their behalf. On every question that really affects 
the well-being of Labour so far as women and men are concerned I shall be in 
the front rank fighting for the side that needs assistance. But I want specially that 
you will join me in a supreme effort to raise the question of Womanhood to the 
very highest position. The women of our country live hard laborious lives. Down 
here, where I have lived almost all my years, I have grown to understand in some 
small way what poverty and destitution mean to the women. We men have wanted 
to use our votes to improve our social condition. I want that our mothers, our 
wives and our sisters shall be allowed to join us in the fight. At this moment 
Parliament is discussing the White Slave Traffic Bill. What a hideous mockery it 
is to Christian England that in this year of grace we should be discussing a Bill 
which recognises that some women are slaves, slaves to the most hideous and vile 
traffic in humanity possible to conceive. This condition of affairs has come about 
because we have been careless as to the value of our girls and our women. This 
fight for the Vote is only a part, but an important part, in the great struggle now 
going on for the emancipation of humanity all over the world. A nation that is to 
be great and free must of necessity insist that its mothers shall at least have the 
chance of free and just conditions of life.

Twenty years ago, we in Bow and Bromley led the fight for women 
representatives on the County Council. Twenty-four years ago the Liberal 
Association of Bow and Bromley declared for Adult Suffrage, Votes for all men and 
all women on equal terms. I stand for that principle to-day. I not merely stand for 
it though, I want to fight for it also. I want to go back to St. Stephen’s with a 
mandate from the men of Bow and Bromley to put this question of Votes for Women 
in the very foremost rank of social reform, and to work with whomsoever will work 
with me to bring about the enfranchisement of women.

The issue of the election lies with you. Some will tell you that I have 
acted stupidly, some will give other reasons for my action. I ask you to believe that



I am actuated by one thing only, and that is the desire to represent your views 
faithfully. I believe that the policy which I urge you to support is the only policy in 
these days worth fighting for. Many men will come to you and talk of party and 
party principles, but believe me, we have been caucus ridden and party driven too 
long. The House of Commons is dragooned and controlled by a small handful 
of men. To vote according to one’s conscience is often to be untrue to party, and I 
want you to send me back to the House of Commons to fight, irrespective of the 
convenience either of Government or parties, for the principles you have supported.

If you agree with me come and help me in what will be one of the historic 
fights of our time, and which, when we have won it. as win it we shall, will give each 
of us the satisfaction of knowing that we at least have done our part toward raising 
and ennobling Womanhood and Motherhood in our land.

I remain,

Yours faithfully,

GEORGE LANSBURY.

Printed and Published by M. DALTON (T.U.), 520, Old Ford Road, Bow,
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The Popularity / of Mr.
Lansbury’s Meetings.

A new writ for Bow and Bromley was 
issued yesterday. The nominations will 
be on Friday, and the polling day will 
be Tuesday, the 26th inst.

Crowded Meetings.
There is no Liberal candidate in the 

division; but there are some able Liberal 
speakers for Mr. Lansbury. Not that he 
invited them. . That is not Mr. Lans- 
bury's way. But there is no resisting his 
zeal for humanity, his bright optimism, 
and his childlike faith. ■

those of Mr. Thomas Burt, Mr. Arnold 
Rowntree, Mr. Silvester Horne, Mr. —ven Baker, Mr. Outhwaite, Mr. Neilson, Mr.
Athelstan Rendall, Mr. Ponsonby,.. 
Chancellor, and Mr. Hugh Watt. -: 

The Labour Party also held a meeting 
to discuss their attitude towards the elec
tion. It is understood that there was a 
considerable divergence in their ranks, as 
some members have already promised. to 
assist Mr. Lansbury and others have ex
pressed disapproval of his action. No 
official ‘statement was made, e ,

The Committee of the Women s Liberal 
Federation announces with regret its in
ability to support Mr. Lansbury/ The 
Committee recognises, his sincere adher
ence to women’s suffrage, but as the issues 
are divided by his opposition to the Go
vernment. policy on the Insurance Act they 
are unable to help him, y

Overflowing Enthusiasm.
The later work of the doorkeeper at the 

Bromley Public Hall at Mr. Lansbury's 
last meeting there was to keep it shut 
against any more- audience.The crowd 
inside frightened him. The cheery out- 
aiders adjourned to a road junction, to the 
tune of 2,000, and kept the interest at con
cert pitch till late at night. That is what 
they are like already. Anybody who is 
quite sure that —Mr. Lloyd George has 
gone too far in his social program had 
better go and see the crowds at Mr. Lans- 
bury's meetings. They don’t appear to 
think so.

A Silly Slander.
Mr. Lansbury is offering £100, reward to ‘ 

anyone who can bring to book the origina- 
tor of a silly slander that he resigned in 
order to take up some suffrage job at 
£1,000 a year. : ,

You see Tory bills .announcing that 
“Women DON’T want the Vote,” and that 
in the place where every vacant shop is 
occupied by some suffrage society or other. 
And again there are bills announcing that 
Socialism offers no Reward for Thrift, for 
neople to read who have to make do on 
18s. a week—when they can get it. Si

Befogged Tory Candidate. \
Mr. Blair’s election address covers every

thing from the ethics of snap divisions 
to the equalisation of the poor rate. It 
is not likely to make converts in Bow and 
Bromley in 1912. Its average level may 
be gauged by the fact that Mr. Blair, 
in announcing that he is a firm believer 
in the policy of Tariff Reform, says " the 
country pays over ten millions sterling in 

■ food taxes at the present time.” He pro- 
■ poses to alter that, and then, says he, 
4 with inconsequential abandon, “ we shall 

get abundant, revenue in the one case from 
the foreigner.” forgetting that he has al- 
ready admitted that, when a duty is im- 

1 posed on imported goods for revenue pur- 
> poses, we pay it, and not the foreigner.

Sir Victor Horsley and Mr. J. Wedg
wood addressed big meetings for Mr. Lans
bury last night. i

M.P.’s and Mr. Lansbury.
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Mr. Josiah Wedgwood (writes our Lobby 
Correspondent) . is preparing an appeal 
from Liberal M.P.’s to the electors of Bow 
and Bromley asking them to vote for Mr. al 
Lansbury. He has already obtained a con- A 

. siderable number of signatures, including.B
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rooms have been opened by Mr. Lans-
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VOTES FOR WOMEN

o the elect
Fellow F

me the

last election.

A canvass 19 to b

We are told thatcanvass out-voters

Committee Rooms

The Votes FOR
vho care for their enfranchisement to
o down to the constituency and offer

services papei
tellers, canvassers, and so on.
‘VOTES FOR WOMEN” ELECTION FUND

burden amounts to several hundred
pounds.

Votes FOR

I wl • not cease JTOI1 nicatal stri/e.

]‘l] are hove bailt Jerusalem.
In £? g and 8 green and pleasant land.

—WILLIAM BLAKE

Mr. George Lansbury has come

question, and has decided to resign
his seat with a view to fighting a

House until women are enfranchised.

said: —
‘ L am this evening going to meet the

mentary fight, until women have got the
vote, if they think I ought to .go to my
constituents and ask them to endorse that.

cheers.) I have come to that decision be
cause I believe that this fight,for women’s
enfranchisement is the biggest fight
socially that is going on in our country.
(Loud cheers.)

The same evening, Mr. Lansbury met

tee.
original nomination, and he announced

That this meeting of the Executive of
the Poplar Trades Council and Labour Re-

of Mr. George Lansbury, M.P., during the
last eighteen months, and endorses his
action in the House of Commons. We ac
cept his resignation as Member for Bow

himself for re-election so as to obtain the
endorsement of his constituents of his
actions and policy.

The Liberals did not contest the seat at

enty years ago we in Bow and 
r women represen.

Votes for Wo

Mr and Mrs Pethick
Lawrence

Mrs. D. A. Thomas .

Mrs. J ames Ivory 
Miss S‘"1. Turk

MR. GEORGE LANSBURY’S FIGHT F
Special Election Fund Being Raised by

■ votes if or Iomen ’ Office, 162, Bow Road, E.
II Lo.

Nor shall my sword sleep in my hand.

out boldly on the -Woman Suffrage

by-election exclusively on this issue. 
He is doing this in order to secure his 
constituency’s endorsement of his fight
ing policy of opposing the Government 
on every question that comes before the

Last Monday afternoon, speaking at 
the London Pavilion, Mr. Lansbury

people responsible for my candidature. If 
it is their judgment that it is the best 
course to adopt that I should make suffrage 
the beginning and ending of my Parlia-

policy, then I am going to do it. (Loud

his executive, the Poplar Trades Coun
cil and Labour Representation Commit- 

who wereresponsible for his 

to them his intention of applying for 
the Chiltern Hundreds on the following 
Thursday. ' Their answer took the form 
of what might be described as a 
strongly worded vote of confidence: —

presentation. Committee hereby expresses 
its complete satisfaction with the conduct

and Bromley in order that he may submit

The Unionists have already a candi
date in the held, in Mr. Reginald Blair.

It is reported that
Holford Knight is prepared to 

stand against Mr. Lansbury as
Liberal Anti-Suffragist.

Figures at the Last Election

No time has been lost in preparing for 
the coming fight in the division of Bow 
and Bromley. According to the Limes, 
the election should take place at the 
end of next week or the beginning of 
the one after; and already' committee

bury at 6, Campbell Road, Bow. E. 
(Telephone 1575 East), where Mi
Banks is in charge.
made of the whole constituency, and 
special workers are to be told off to

there is universal appreciation of Mr
Lansbury’s action in the constituency.
which is a purely industrial one, and 
offers of help are pouring into th

Militant Suffragists are taking an 
active part in supporting Mr. Lans-
bury’s candidature.
WOMEN Fellowship will be represented 

by paper sellers; a room has been taken

t Mr. F. Loveray’s, 162, Bow Road, E. 
pposite Bow Church); where Mrs. 
acLeod and Mrs. Pantlin are i

barge every day from 2.30 onwards. 
ill everyone prepared to help i 
lling Votes for WOMEN during the 

lection apply there for papers.
The W.S.P.U. are organising an ex- 

ensive campaign from their two com-
nittee rooms at 198, Bow Road, E., and 
53, Roman Road, E.
Workers of all kinds are urgently 

eeded, and we have every confidence 
n making a strong appeal to all women

as speakers,

One of the great difficulties of stand
ing alone independently of party is the 
eavy financial burden which has to be 

borne by the individual candidate; and 
in the case of a contested election this 

In the present instance it would
obviously be altogether improper that 
Mr. Lansbury should be made to suffer 
pecuniarily for the gallant fight which 
he is making on behalf of women. The 
Editors of Votes FOR WOMEN have 
therefore decided to give to their 
readers an opportunity of contributing 
to the election expenses, and are open
ing a special fund for this purpose.

Contributions should be sent to F. W.
Pethick Lawrence, Esq. _____  .__  
WOMEN, . Red Lion Court, Fleet 
Street, • E.C., and should be specially 
marked 6 Lansbury Election Fund, 
the contest will be a short one. con- 
tributions should be sent in with as.
little delay as possible.

The following amounts hav 
been promised i—

Mr. Reginald Pott 
Dr. L. Garrett Anderson ..
Miss Mor dan

"e.nity over the world. A nation 
at 1 to be great and free must of neces- 

insiet that its mothers shall at least 
2. ha nce of free and just conditions
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Subscriptions and Orders for the Paper should be 
sent to The Publisher, VOTES -FOR WOMENy 
4-7, Red Lion Court, Fleet Street, E.C. The terms 
are, post free, 6s.. 6d. annual subscription, 3s. 3d. 
for six months inside the‘United Kingdom, 8s. Sd. 
(f 2.25c.) and 4s- 4d. (91.15c.) abroad, payable in 
advance. The Paper can be obtained from all news- 
agents and bookstalls.

All Correspondence concerning Advertisements 
must be addressed to the Advertisement Manager, 
VOTES. FOR WOMEN, 4-71 Red Lion Court, Fleet 
Street, E.C.
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GOLDSMITHS & 
SILVERSMITHS

COMPANY, Ltd.
FAMOUS FOR THEIR GEM 
JEWELLERY, GOLD * SILVER 

PLATE AND WATCHES. ''

The Public supplied direct at 
Manufachtrers' Cash Prices.

112, REGENT STREET, w.

THE WOMEN’S FREEDOM LEAGUE

REGULAR PUBLIC MEETINGS 
at CAXTON HALL (Westminster)

EVERY WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON.

Speakers.—November 20th—
Mrs. A. MACKIRDY. Mr. GEORGE LANSBURY, M.P.

The Chair will be taken promptly at 3.30 by
Miss ANNA MUNRO.

HOLD YOUR AUDIENCE!
COMPEL ATTENTION!

YOU can acquire this POWER !
Win your cause by logical argument. The Strong Course of 
Memory Training will enable you to successfully grapple with 

hecklers and sceptics.

THE STRONG SCHOOL OF MEMORY, 
2, RJYAL AVENUE, OLD TRAFFORD, MANCHESTER.

OPPOSITE THE BRITISH MUSEUM. . 

THACKERAY HOTEL
Great Russell Street, London.

This large and well-appointed TEMPERANCE HOTEL has Passenger Lift, Electric 
Light throughout. Bathrooms on every floor, Spacious Dining, Draw ng. Writing, 
Reading and Smoking Rooms. Fireproof Floors. Perfect Sanitation. .Telephone. 

i Night Porter.

Bedroom, Attendance, and Table d'Hote Breakfast, Single from 
SSes 68. to Ss. Table d'Hoto Dinner, Six Courses, 3s.

rutlTanfiand Testimcnials on Apflitatimi.
Telegraphic Address: ‘ Thackeray London.”

Telephone: 822 Chiswick.

THE LAVENDER LAUNDRY
Strafford Road Acton, W.

We solicit the Custom of all who believe in supporting 
Women's labour, and who appreciate having their Linen 

washed in honest, wholesome fashion without the aid of 
chemicals.

Excellent Testimonials.
‘Phone or write for Price List.
Our own Vans collect and deliver daily in London.
Special Department for Country orders.

Learn to Write Advertisements

£5

DIXON INSTITUTE 
(DEPT. 61),

195, Oxford Street, W.

And EarnMore Dixon Institute trained 
women needed in this well paid 

rofession. Our course embraces 
branches of advertising. 

Graduates helped to obtain posts 
or home work. Letters and refer- 
ences prove this. Lessons by corres- 
pondence. Why not train for 
advertising ? Send now for free 
prospectus.

A Week,

A SOCIAL & POLITICAL CLUB 
. FOR

MEN AND WOMEN
Interested in the Suffrage Movement has been formed. 

Premises 1 ave been taken at

?, YORK STREET, ST. JAMES', S.W.
The Club Premises will be OPEN for the use of Members on 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 16th, and the Opening Addresses 
will be given on NOVEMBER 27th, at 4 p.m.
There are 30 Vacancies only for Members at £1 Is., and 

no entrance fee.
Early application advisable.

“PAIN OF THE WORLD.” 
6s.

By Mrs. HUGO AMDS.
At all Libraries, Smith's, Mude's, &c.

‘S A m: s.”
. By HUGO AMES, B.A.

Price 5s.
London Edition.

" A brilliant work worthy of his versatile pen.”
A well-known clergyman writes:—
" Your work is splendid........................
" Read ‘Shams.' The author's wit shows a profound knowledge of 

human nature." !
A critic writes:—“ Here lies ‘ Shams' and ‘ The Pain of the 

World’ by that remarkable couple, Mr. and Mrs. Hugo Ames. Some 
day, perhaps, they will be tempted to write their own story. No one can 
read these works without respecting the deep feeling of their inspiration. 
No one who has seen or heard their mutual work can put down idly the 
thoughts which are recognised now in every country as the outcome of 
deep and strong natures capable of immense self-sacrifice for the common 
good. . . .

NOTICE.
Mr. and Mrs. HUGO AMES' Address in Kensington is Hayter House,

1, Cheniston Gardens, The Studio.
Country Address:—Dickens Cottage, York Gate, Broadstairs. 
Order from

KEY PUBLISHING CO., GRAHAM HOUSE, TUDOR ST., E.C.

Votes for Women
4-7, RED LION COURT, FLEET STREET.

NRLDAV, NOVEMBER 15, 1912.

BRAVO, GEORGE LANSBURY!
Two events of political importance took place on 

Monday last. The first was the defeat of the Govern
ment on an amendment to the Home Rule Bill. The 
second was the announcement of Mr. George 
Lansbury's decision to resign his seat and to seek 
re-election in view of his ,i ntion to adopt a new 
policy in the House ol Commons. Of these two events 
the first has received universal attention; the second 
has been relegated to an obscure paragraph in the 
Press. Yet as time goes by it will be found that Mr. 
Lansbury’s action is the more significant of the two. 
For while the Government defeat, whatever may be 
its consequences, is part of the normal political 
warfare of the uay, ir. Lansbury has made a breach 
in the whole party system which will only widen with 
the lapse of time. ’

Elected originally in December, 1910, as a member 
of the Labour Party, Mr. Lansbury has found his 
position gradually becoming intolerable. Instead of 
pursuing the policy of sturdy independence which 
he looked for, he has found that his party, as an 
integral part of the Coalition, has become a mere 
pawn in the hands of the Liberal Government. 
Through its support the Government carried' the 
Insurance Act in 1911, and by its connivance the 
Government are able to continue in office to-day in 
spite of their obstinate and treacherous opposition 
to Votes for Women. To Mr. Lansbury the Insur
ance Act is a dead weight hung about the necks of 
the poorer classes of the community, and the failure 
of the Labour Party to take a firm stand on this 
measure brought him into direct conflict with his 
colleagues. But the attitude of the Government on 
Woman Suffrage is, in his opinion, a still more 
serious matter, and calls for the most drastic action 
available. He altogether refuses to continue to 
support by his vote the Government which have 
shown themselves directly opposed to - the funda- 
mental principles of democracy, and it is his inten
tion in future to take every opportunity of voting 
against them. In view of the fact that this policy 
involves action which might be regarded as a breach 
of his election pledges, Mr. Lansbury has decided to 
resign his seat and place himself unreservedly in the 
hands of his constituents.

The very greatness and nobility of character Of 
George. Lansbury prevent us from dwelling on the 
personal side of the matter.’ If he were a lesser man 
we might be tempted to speak of the sacrifices he was

making 
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of the personal prospects he was 
ising; we might make an appeal to women to 
eir gratitude to him on account of all that 
giving up for their sake. Such an attitude 
part would be altogether unworthy of the 
whom we are writing. In the big nature of 
Lansbury the meaner motives of petty 

n and personal self-seeking have no place. A 
the House of Commons is valued by him 

or the power it can give him to help the 
g and the oppressed. It is a burden willingly 
p;it is a burden equally willingly laid down 
by a greater good can be obtained. The claim 
ge Lansbury to our respect and admiration 
t upon the sacrifices he has made, but on the 
ss of purpose which has clarified his vision 

; enabled him to perceive the true course by 
le could render incalculable service to the 
: women.
osition is simplicity itself. He holds that the 
of all true government is self-government, 
therefore, an unenfranchised class show un- 
ble signs of their desire for enfranchisement, 
isal of their demand is a flagrant denial of

This issue once raised must of necessity 
id all other issues, and any Government 
pposes its solution must itself be relentlessly 

situation has now arisen in the present 
for the enfranchisement of women. An 

n greater in extent and enthusiasm has been 
on than was ever the case for any other 
n of the franchise. Gigantic meetings have 
id in every part of the country; all the 
d societies of women have expressed them- 

y over whelming majorities' in its favour; all 
icipal municipalities of the four kingdoms 
:itioned Parliament to pass the Women’s Bill. 
Government refuses to give way, and meets 
ation by trickery and deceit, and attempts 
?ss the rising militant spirit of women by 
and repression. In face of such facts there 

one course for any member of Parliament, 
pects the fundamental principles of liberty, 
t. He must leave the ranks of the Coalition, 
every means in his power he must endeavour 
about the defeat of the Liberal Government. • 

ting this course George Lansbury is express- 
ultaneously his conviction of the supreme 
noe of the Votes for Women issue and his 
■^determination to subordinate the claims 

tothe dictates of his conscience, he is 
e striking a powerful blow not only for 
suffrage, but also against the corrupt party 
)y which our politics are dominated at the 
day. He is a pioneer, and though at the 
he stands isolated and alone, he has declared 
by his action, to be a leader, and others are 

, fact, a



sndard by which the actions of all other men 
H future be judged. "It is not merely his 

vote which is concerned, but the whole 
■hick his action will have upon others. So 
Sno man had dared to take this course it was 
M all to say that it was impossible, but now 
ire has come forward, every one of those who 
“to follow are convicted of pusillanimity, 
the electors of the Bow and Bromley division 
E given the supreme opportunity of ratifying

votes the decision to which Mr. Lansbury has 
Band of returning him to Parliament to carry 
Bcision into effect. We have sufficient faith in 
■hererit sense of justice of the men of that 
it to believe that they will give their verdict in 
ivour by an overwhelming majority provided 
sue is put fairly before them. In order that 
ay be the case, we make a special appeal to our 
Irs to assist Mr. Lansbury by every means in 
[power. Speakers, canvassers, and other helpers 
heeded in the constituency at once in large 
lers, for the fight is likely to be short and sharp, 
ncial assistance is needed immediately, and the 
tion of our readers is directed to the special 
[which we are opening for this purpose and to 
n contributions are specially invited. Finally, 
r-sellers are required in large numbers in order 
this paper may be placed in the hands of every 
land woman in the constituency.
le battle which George Lansbury is fighting is 
of the age-long battle which has been fought all . 
igh the history of the world for human freedom, 
in the name of all these brave souls who down 
ages have joined in this fight, we wish him 
d Speed.”
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MR. GEORGE LANSBURY
Biographical Notice

George Lansbury was born at Hale worth, 
Suffolk, on February 21, 1859. His 
father came from Oxford, and his mother 
was a native of Radnorshire. After pass
ing through the public day schools, Mr. 
Lansbury worked in various offices until 
he went to Australia in 1884. He came 
back in the following year, and entered 
the timber business of his father/at Pop
lar, which he still carries on. Mr. Lans
bury married Miss Brine, and has a family 
of three sons and six daughters.

To readers of Votes FOR Women Mr. 
Lansbury’s career as a politician and a 
social reformer will naturally be of fore
most in. st. He has been in active 
political life for thirty years, having 
begun by joining the Liberal party, during 
which period he was Honorary Secretary 
of the Bow and Bromley Liberal and 
Radical Association. In 1892 he became 
a Socialist, and is now a member both of 
the Christian Social Union and the Inde
pendent Labour Party. His experience 
of life in the East End naturally led him 
very early into the path of social reform; 
he was first elected Poor Law Guardian 
in 1891, and Borough Councillor in 1903. 
Those who know Mr. Lansbury’s intense 
desire to improve the conditions under 
which the poor have to live, will not be 
surprised to hear that he sat on the 
Royal Commission on Poor Law, -and 
signed the Minority Report; he also 
founded the first public Labour Colony at 
Hollesley Bay, Suffolk, and was chairman 
of the Committee that established the 
first Poor Law Colony at Laindon, Essex. 
Mr. Lansbury contested the Parlia
mentary division of Walworth twice as a 
Social Democrat, also Bow and Bromley 
in 1900, and Middlesbrough in 1906. In 
1910, as our readers will remember, he 
was elected for Bow and Bromley.

Mr. Lansbury’s connection with the 
Woman Suffrage movement is almost too 
well known to need any comment of ours. 
From the moment of his election to Par
liament he has fought a good fight for 
women within the House of Commons, 
never backward in denouncing the 
Government, when occasion arose, for 
their treatment of the question and their 
persecution of the. militant Suffragists. 
Everyone will remember his magnificent 
protest in the House on June 25 last, when 
Mr. Asquith’s callous attitude towards the 
forcible feeding of Suffragist prisoners 
roused his just anger, and led to a spon
taneous outburst of indignation that 
caused his temporary suspension. Out
side the House, too, Mr. Lansbury has 
thrown the full weight of his influence in 
the Suffrage balance, never refusing to. 
speak on any platform in its support, and 
bringing the question before his con

stituents at every available opportunity. 
His subsequent action in deciding to seek 
re-election on the question came as no 
surprise to anyone who has followed his 
career.

Mr. Lansbury’s Meetings
Mr. Frank Smith (Telephone, 1575 East) 

is organizing meetings on behalf of Mr. 
Lansbury from 6, Campbell Road, and 
intends to arrange two or three indoor 
meetings nightly, as well as two or three 
at street corners. Besides Mr. George 
Lansbury himself, the speakers will in
clude Mrs. Pethick Lawrence (next Tues
day at 8 p.m.), and Mr. Pethick Law
rence (at St. Mark’s Hall, Victoria Park) 
next Monday at 8 p.m. The following 
evening indoor meetings, at 8 p.m., have 
already been arranged:—
Friday, November 15.—Bow Baths (large 

hall), Old Palace L.C.C. Schools.
Saturday, November 16.—Knapp Road 

L.C.C. Schools, St. Leonard Street.
Monday, November 18.—St. Mark’s Hall, 

Victoria Park.
Tuesday, November 19.—Zetland Street 

School, Bromley, E.
Wednesday, November 20.—St. Matthew’s 

Hall, Alanmouth Street, N. Bow. St.
. Gabrielle’s, Morris Road, Bromley. 

Thursday, November 21.—Bow Baths Hall, 
Roman Road, Bow.

Friday. November 22.—Zetland Street 
School, Bromley, Knapp Road L.C.C. 
Schools. ;

Saturday. November 23.—Bow Baths Hall. 
Sunday, November 24.— Bow Baths (large 

hall) (meeting conducted by I.L.P.).

RESIGNATION OF MR. LANSBURY
Frankly, we cannot see that he could 

have done otherwise. . . . . The Labour 
Party, of all parties, should have fought 
for the women. Why, as far back as the 
Belfast Labour Conference Keir Hardie, 
almost in wrathful tears, threatened to 
abandon " his own child ”—the Labour 
Party—if it did not support the women's 
cause. “Where is . that Party now S'" 
Truculently repudiating the women, sneer
ing and gibing at those who have suffered 
more for their cause in one day than all 
the Labour leaders put together have suf
fered in a lifetime. . . . Lansbury is 
quite right. He had to get out. Party 
loyalty is all right up to its proper limit. 
This was a matter of conscience. . . . 
Bow and Bromley has an enviable oppor
tunity, and judging from the enthusiasm 
already aroused, it will make no mistake. 
Lansbury will be triumphant. — Dail 
Herald <

R. .I JENS AT BATTERSEA 
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the ill-treatment of Suffragists. Last Fri
day’s opening of a Chrysanthemum Show hythemrosidentof the Board of Trade was 
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I BhLast y.tetn osed withanace* 
the National Insurance Act, an Act of rar- 

/ liament for which both Liberals and Tories 
are responsible. Only twenty-seven mem
bers in the House of Commons voted with 
me when I moved its rejection on the 
Third Reading. The action I took in 
regard to this Act was in distinct opposi- 
tion to the bulk of my -colleagues of the 
Labour Party. The result, as you all know, 
is this: that very poor women and very 
poor men in East London are called upon 
to pay a weekly poll tax out of most miser
able wages, which really means that this 
tax is a real tax on the necessities of life 
for the poor. I have never ceased to regret 
that. the Labour Party as a whole sup- 
ported this Bill. They acted with quite 
good faith, but I consider that the result, 
especially to the casual worker and to 
women, has proved quite disastrous.

This year I find myself again in complete 
disagreement with my party on a question 
which to me is of fundamental importance, 
namely, the enfranchisement of women. 
The Government have introduced a Bill 
for establishing Manhood Suffrage, and are 
professing to leave to the judgment of the 
House the large and important question 
whether women are to be included or not.

■ The Labour Party have decided that they 
will accept this position. I think this will 
prove as disastrous to the cause of freedom 
so far as poor women are concerned as did 

k n o
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stained from voting, although no Govern
ment Whips were put on against it. The 
reason given for this gross betrayal of their 
principles was that if this Bill had been 
carried, certain Ministers would resign and 
Home Rule would be endangered. We have 
no guarantee; in fact, all the evidence 
obtainable goes to prove that this same 
thing will happen again. It is argued that 
we might,' if our amendments are defeated’, 
vote against the Third Reading of the Bill, 
but: everyone knows that this would leave 
things just as they are. Now, my posit ion 
is simply this: the only effective method 
by which we can prevent the women of this 
country being left out of the next Fran
chise Bill is for a sufficient number of men 
in the House of Commons, who believe the 
question to be one of vital importance, to 
inform the Government that they will not 
continue their support of other measures 
unless this reform is absolutely secured and 
passed into law as a Government measure.

I want to be perfectly frank with my 
constituents on this matter. It is pointed 
out that by doing so we should endanger 
the passage of Home Rule and Welsh Dis
establishment. This need not be, and, in 
my opinion, would not be if the four hun
dred men now in the House of Commons 
who pledged themselves at the last election 
to vote for Woman Suffrage were to inform 
the Government of their intention to stand

•*1111===*=="========
re-elect me, you may accept iny word quies 
without reservation that in all questions1 
affecting the lives of the poor, the social 
conditions of the people, I shall be found I 
fighting as strenuously as one man is able J 
on their behalf. Every question that I 
really affects the well-being of Labour so I 
far as women and men are concerned, will g 
find me right in the front rank fighting for ■ 
the side that needs assistance. But I wants 
specially that you will join me in a supreme • 
effort to raise the question of Womanhood® 
to the very highest position. The wome® 
of our country live hard, laborious live 
Down here, where I have lived almost a 
my years. I have grown to understand D 
some small way what poverty and destis 
tion mean to the women. We men his 
wanted to use our votes to improve “ 
social conditions. I want that our moth 
our wives and our sisters shall be alloy 
to join us in the fight. At this mone 
Parliament is discussing the Whip/ E 
Traffic Bill. What a hideous moaene 
is to Christian England that in this seas 
of grace we should be discussing 
which recognises that some world 
slaves, slaves to the most hide ous Roa 
traffic in humanity possible to
This condition ol affairs has ( 
because we have been < ireless 
value of our iris and our womens

This fight for the v ote is only a “ 
an important part in the great 
now going on for the emaneire



ly. 1 not merely Sidy . 
ant to fight for it also. 1 want to sh 
£ to St. Stephen’s with a mandate from 

re men of Bow and Bromley that we in 
,his constituency put this question of Votes, 
for Women in the very foremost rank of 
social reform, and that in the House of 
Commons it shall be my duty to work with, 
whomsoever will work with me by every 
means in our power to bring about the en
franchisement of women.

The issue of the election lies with you. 
Some will tell you that I have acted 
stupidly, others will give other reasons for 
my action. I ask you to believe* that I am 
actuated by one purpose only, and that is 
that if I am your representative, I want, 
to faithfully represent your views, and that 
I believe that the policy which I urge you 
to support is the only policy in these days, 
worth fighting for. Many men will come 
to you and talk of party and party prin- 
cipies, but believe me, we have been caucus, 
ridden and party driven too long. The 
House of Commons is dragooned and con
trolled by a small handful of men. To vote 
according to one’s conscience is to be un
true to party, and in coming before you I 
want you to send me to the House of Com
mons to fight for those principles which 
you have supported, irrespective of the 
convenience either of Governments or 
party. If you agree with me, come and 
help me in what will be one of the historic 
fights of our time, and which, when we- 
have won it, as win it we shall, will give 
each of us the satisfaction of knowing that 

। we at least have done our part toward 
raising and ennobling the Womanhood and. 
Motherhood in our land.

/)024
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BOW.

November 19th, 1912.

The Rev. H. A. Mason, 
The Vicarage, 

Mostyn Road,

Dear Mr Mason,
Pleas- forgive the delay in replying to your note, but I 

nave had not a minute to spare. You will have received my 

Election Address, and will see that I am righting this election 
purely and simply on certain main questions contained therein, 
and I would much prefer that the election issues were kept to 
those. But of course, you as one of my constituents have a 
right to ask what my position is on any public question, and 
therefore my reply to your letter is that I am in the same 
position now as when I last wrote to you. I agree wstn many 
other churchmenhamongst whom are some of our bishops, who think 
that the Welsh Church should be disestablished, and I should 

therefore vote for Disestablishment, but I shall vote against 
any penny.and money or property which morally and legally belongs 
to the Church being taken away from her.

If you publish my reply, I shall be glad if you will publish 

the whole of it.
With best wishes,

Yours,









Mar (Ye 
pg 1 harleanea

W.S.PA.







DAILY EXPRESS, LONDON, FRIDAY, NOVEMBER-22, 1912.

" My friend, Lansbury." "But O for the touch of a vanished hand,
____  And the sound of a voice that is still !"
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SOCIALIST

Chairman, 
Prov. Executive Committee:

H. M. HYNDMAN.

Trersurer:
GEO. SIMPSON. 

Clarion Club, 
50a, Market Street, 

Manchester.

Secretary :
H. W. LEE.

Central Office: 
21a, Maiden Lane, 

Strand, London, W.C.

M.A..R%—.......Branch.

Yq_Aldewaey/idlneet

Telephone: 13877 Central.












