
}'ABIAN 'I'RACT, No. ~1. 

@uesfionz fo~ 

J1onbon 1Jezf~t?men. 
SIR, 

In connection with your Candidature for the Office of Vestryman, 
I should be obliged if you would be good er.ough to inform me of 
your views on the following questions. 

I am, yours faithfully, 

Name of Elector ............................................................... . 

Address of Elector . ..... ..... . . . ......... . ........... ... ..... . .. . . . ............ . 

QUESTIONS. 

I.-A DEMOCRATIC BOARD. 
1.-Are you in favour of the abolition 

of the Rating qualification for Vestrymen? 
2.-V\.1 ill you vote for evening meetings 

of the Vestry, so as to afford facilities for 
the attendance of Vestrymen and Rate-
payers whose occupations leave them no 
spare time during the day? 

3.-Are you in favour of abolishing the 
custom of making the Chairmanship of 
the Vestry an appanage of the Church, 
and will you support the free choice of 
the Chairman by the vote ofthe members 
of the Vestry ? 

4.-Will you support a reform of the 
system under which the Vestry Elections 
are carried out, so that they may conform 
to the method adopted at Parliamentary 
and other elections, in respect to the exclu-
sive use of official voting papers, proper 
notice of nominations, and the appoint-
ment of competent presiding officers? 

H.-PROPER TREATMENT OF 
WORKERS. 

5.-Are you in favour of establishing 
a minimum wage of 24s. a week for 
Vestry employees ? 

ANSWERS. 



QUESTIONS. 

6.-Will you insist that in all work 
carried out by the Vestry the Trade Union 
rate of wages shall be paid, and the hours 
of work shall be limited to a maximum of 
eight per day, and 48 in each week? 

7.-Will you, in every possible case, 
prefer the direct employment of labour 
by the Vestry to the intervention of a 
contractor ? 

8.-Whenever it is found necessary to 
employ a contractor, will you insist upon 
the insertion, in all contracts for supplies, 
as well as for works, of clauses stipulating, 

(a) againstsub-contractingor sweating; 
(b) for payment of Trade Union rate 

of wages, if any is fixed for that 
trade; 

(c) that, whenever possible, the work-
ing day shall be eight hours only? 

g.-Will you support Vestry employees 
in securing freedom of combination and 
the establishment of a union for them· 
selves ? 
ro.-Will you insist upon the Vestry 

making an earnest endeavour, by co-oper· 
ating with the Board of Guardians and 
the County Council, to find, in all periods 
of depression and distress, temporary 
useful and honourable employment for 
those out of work, by the arrangement of 
the public works in such a way as to 
increase employment at these periods ? 

IlL-SANITARY REFORM. 
1 r .-Will you support the fullest applica-

tion of the law against insanitary property, 
without respect of persons, and the pro-
vision of efficient and adequate sanitary 
inspection ? 
12.-Will you reqnue the registration 

of Tenement Houses, with a view to 
secure more effective sanitary super-
vision? 

13.-Will you vote for the immediate 
provision of baths and wash-houses in 
the districts at present unprovided with 
them? 

ANSWERS. 



QUESTIONS. 

14 . ...-Will you support an effort to reform 
the collection of dust, particularly in the 
poorer districts ? 

rs.-Are you in favour of the provision 
of open spaces and of tree-planting in the 
public streets; of the adoption of noise-
less pavement; of the erection of seats 
and shelters for the weary; of public 
drinking fountains; and of public lavatory 
accomodation for both sexes ? 

r6.-Will you support the exercise of 
the Vestry's powers for compelling the 
Water Companies to give a constant water 
supply? 

IV.-MUNICIPAL AND TAXATION 
REFORM. 

17.-Wtll you press for the early estab-
lishment of District Councils ? 

18.-Are you in favour of abolishing 
such compulsory Church Rates as still 
exist in London ? 

rg.-Will you support the adoption of 
the Public Libraries Acts? 
20.-Are you in favour of placing the 

water supply under municipal control, 
either by purchase of the existing com-
panies (not at monopoly price) or by the 
~stablishment of an independent supply ? 

21.-Do you favour a similar policy in 
regard to the G as Supply, the Tramways, 
and other practical monopolies? 
22,-Will you seek to put into operation 

any powers the Vestry may possess for 
rating unoccupied land and houses ? 

23.-Are you in favour of the taxation 
of Ground Values for the relief of the 
occupiers? 

24.-Will you endeavour to pledge the 
Vestry to support the rating of Ground 
Values? 

ANSWERS. 

Sigm£turc uf c ,,udidate . ......... ..... .. . .. .. . . . .. .. .... .... .... .. .. . · · · · .. · · ·. · 



FABIAN SOCIETY. 
T HE FABIAN SOCIETY consists of Socialists. A statement of its 

Rul es, e tc ., can be obtained from the Secretary, at 276 Strand, W.C. 
Also the following publications :-

"FABIAN ESSAYS IN SOCIALISM." 
(27th Thousand.) 

A full exposition of modern English Socialism in its latest and maturest phase. 
T he book consists of eight monographs by G. BERNARD SHAW, SYDNEY OLIVIER, 
SIDNEY W EBB, WILLIAM CLARKE, HUBERT BLAND, GRAHAM W ALLAS and ANNIE 
BESANT. The frontispiece is by WALTER CRANE. 
Library Edition, 6s. ; or, dirut from tlu Secrttary for Cask, 4/6 (postage 4~d.) 
Cheap Edition, Paper cover (published by Walter Scott 24 Warwick Lane, 

London), ::.s. ; ditto, plain cloth, 2s. At all booksellers, or post free from 
the Secretary for ls. and 2s. respectively. 

FABIAN TRACTS. 
To be obtained from the Publisher, JoHN HEYWOOD, Deansgate and Ridgefield, 

Manchester, and I, Paternoster Buildings, London; or from the Secretary at 
above address. 

No. 1.-Why are the Many Poor? 75th thous. Price 6 for td. ; rs. per too. 
No. 5 .-Facts for Socialists. A survey of the distribution of income and 

the condition of classes in England, gathered from official returns, and from the 
works of economists and statisticians. 25th thousand. 16 pp., rd. or gd. per doz. 

No. 7.-Capital and Land A similar survey of the distribution of pro-
perty, with a criticism of the distinction sometimes set up between Land and 
Capital as instruments of production. roth thousand. 16 pp., rd.; or gd. per doz. 

No. 8 .-Facts for Londoners. An exhaustive collection of statistical and 
other information relating to the County and City of London, with suggestions for 
Municipal Reform on Socialist principles. 5th thousand. 56 pp., 6d. ; or 4/6 doz. 

No. 9 .-An Eight Hours Bill. Full notes explain the Trade Option clause 
and the precedents on which the Bill is founded. A list of literature dealing with 
the hours of labor is appended. zoth thousand. 16 pp., rd. ; or gd. per doz. 

No. 10.- Figures for Londoners (a short abstract of No. 8) . 2oth 
thousand. 4 pp., 6 for td. ; IS . per 100. 

No. 11.- The Workers· Political Programme fully explains the politics 
of to-day from the working class point of view, and ~ives questions to put to 
Parl iamentary candidates. 2oth thou~and . 20 pp., rd. ; or gd. per doz. 

No.12.-Practicable Land Nationalization . 4 pp., 6 for rd. ; or 1s. per roo 
No. 13.-What Socialism Is. A short exposition of the aim of Socialists. 

30th thousand . 4 pp., 6 for rd. ; or IS . per roo. 
No. 14.-The New Reform Bill. A draft Act of Parliament providing for 

Adu lt Suffrage, Payment of Members and their election expenses, Second Ballot, 
and a thorough system of Registration. 15th thousand. 20 pp., rd .; orgd. per doz. 

No. 15.-English Progress towards Social Democracy. Theevolution 
of E nglish Society, with explanation of Socialism. 1oth thous. r6 pp., 1d.; gd. doz. 

No. 16.-A Plea for an Eight Hours Bill. A brief answer to objectors. 
50th thousand. 4 pp., 6 for 1d. ; IS . per 100. 

No. 17.-Reform of the Poor Law. Facts as to pauperism, with proposals 
for pensions for the aged, and other Socialist reforms. 20 pp. , 1d. ; gd . per doz. 

No. 18.-Facts for Bristol. On same lines as No.8. r6pp., 1d. ea., orgd. doz. 
No. 19.-What the Farm Laborer Wants. 4 pp. 6 for 1d. ; or 1/· per roo. 
No. 20.-Questions for Poor Law Guardians. 4 pp., 6 for td. ; or 1s. 

per 100. 
No. 21.-Questions for London Vestrymen. 4 pp. , 6 for rd., or Is. per roo, 
No. 22.- The Truth about Leasehold Enfranchisement, gives reawns 

why Socialists oppose the proposal. 4 pp. , 6 for 1d. ; or rs. per roo. 
No. 23.-The Case for an Eight Hours Bill . 16 pp .• rd. each, or gd. a doz. 

" ~ The set post free for eighteen penu . 
THE LECTURE LrsT, containing the names of ninety lecturers, 

who offe r their ser vices gratuitously , may be obtained on application to 
the Secretary. Upwards of 1400 lectures and addresses were delivered 
by members <.luring the year ended in March, 18gr. 


