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Mrs. Sidney Webb On The Catholic
Church

HE other day Mrs. Sidney Webb, in 3 
broadcast talk on " Social Institutions 

said: “Perhaps the outstanding religious 
institution to-day is the Roman Catholic 
Church- ubiquitous and unchanging > 
autonomous within its own spiritual sphere 
a state within a state; equipped with the 
most elaborate specialised technique; iz t. 
fallibility at the top; offering complete. 
mental security, together with the celibated, priesthood, strictly disciplined and habit 15 
ally poor and therefore disinterested in • 
mundane affairs, continuously employing58o 
an empirical psycho-analysis in the period 0 * 
0.1 confession and absolution of al 
faithful ” Mrs. Sidney Webb’s talks are of_ 
the kind listened to by serious listeners and - , J 
in the minds of, at least, some such a state- 3 
ment from such a source should arouse, the I desire for “ more, please. Will the B.B. b 
oblige Or would it be considered too con- 
IPoYersial? It is all to the good that so sEAiking a tribute should come from a non- 
Catholic source, though some may ■ 
“ Whv have we had to wait for a non, 
Catholic to say these things?" NQM.3that & 
the tribute has been broadcast it is to DE— 
hoped that the opportunity for enlargi 6.5 
upon it will not be let slip. •
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Since this was written 

had “talks” from Mi
Webb, wnich have really passed the 
limit in arrogance and offensiveness. 
The first was reported in the 
Listener of January 13. and the

i

speaker pronounced pontifically that 
“ religious institutions " have origin- , 
ated "in religious | emotion," and i 
graciously conceded to them a certain j 
“ survival value "—particularly the 
“ Roman Catholic Church." The | 
point is that this and more like it is 1 
not put forward as opinion or j 
hypothesis, it is just asserted, as 
plain fact, and so reaches the ears i 
of millions of listeners untrained in 
argumentation. The millions of | 
listeners, Catholic and non-Catholic, | 
who do not believe that religion 
originates in emotion but that it 
originates in God, and that it has 
not a “Survival value” but is the 
one thing that gives lift value here 
and now, are treated merely as 
people who do not exist or do not 
matter. In other words they are : 
publicly insulted over the length and 
breadth of the land by the instru- 
mentality of the B.B.C. j 18
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ne Number THE EVENING STANDARD

THE LONDONER’S o
The Sidney Webbs 

Will Cost Mr.
are Going to Russia—A Free
Lloyd George 5s.—Britain’s B

A Russian Adventure
LORD P ASSFIELD and Mrs. Sidney Webb 

are going to Russia this summer to study 
the co-operative movement there.

They leave England on May 14, and will be 
away at least eight weeks.

As the combined age of the Webbs is one 
hundred and forty-seven, it will be a courageous 
as well ns an instructive adventure. Inci- 
dentally, Lenin acquired his first knowledge of 
English by translating a book of Sidney Webb's 
during his Siberian exile.
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The ostensible constitution of Soviet Russia consists of 
three separate institutions, all of them derived from modern 
Western civilisation, but taking on, in the Russian environ- 
ment, differences amounting to new varieties, namely 
(1) Political Democracy based on indirect popular election 
by the whole body of productive citizens, and manifested in 
the hierarchy of Soviets;
(2) Vocational Democracy, represented in the analogous 
hierarchy of Trade Unionism including Factory Committees ; and 
(3) Consumer's Democracy, existing in the similar hierarchy 
of Co-operative Societies, with the addition of an extensive 
layer of various forms of Associations of Producers among 
artizans on the one hand, and among agriculturists on the 
other, variously embedded between the Consumers’ Co-operatives 
and the political Soviets. Added to these, all of them 
wellknown and tried institutions of 19th century Western 
Europe is another, of a different character, reminiscent of 
earlier centuries, having indeed, the nature of a Religious 
Order, definitely limited in membership to a specially 
selected minority, less than 5 % of the population, having a 
creed, a discipline and a code of conduct, and the avowed 
and inflexible purpose of using all the resources of theoretical 
and applied science, in order to produce the state of society 
deemed most advantageous for Soviet Russia in particular, 
buy also for the whole human race - in this purpose reminiscent 
0. Auguste Comte’s Religion of Humanity. It is this Religious 
Order, the Communist Party, pervading every part of the 
organisation and every section of the community, that 
dominates the whole of the ostensible constitution of Soviet 
Russia, and gives to that huge nation today its distinctive 
character. ...Sprouting out of all these basic institutions, in 
their various strata, are multitudinous and varied voluntary 
assoc a tions and other connective tissue of the most varied 
nature of greater or leas range and permanence.





















leelco 1. J • A. lu{ [4. /LO (• si e lka.A

































--.l







7 Gelus. le Al C c L d JW • 
M~ NUVO w A ll huso 1/





•d

/

Az AAL Ga,’
AP —s

/

1 t Le- Inii^^ “45, he pTH—- 4f 472m

/

f

I

0-Vug VA al 04wl

ti-











t



















- e •







3

9













/ 22)
































