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RELIGION 21

I Believe
A BOOK OF LIVING PHILOSOPHIES Med. &VO. About 158.
Here we have, speaking directly and frankly to the reader, the voices 
of more than a score of the eminent men and women of our time. Here 
are the intellectual last wills and testaments, professions of faith or 
unfaith, of philosophers, physicists, biologists, historians, economists, 
poets, novelists, humorists. They have nothing in common except that 
they are all world-renowned, that each is a leader in his or her own 
calling and generation and that all are possessed of an ultimate faith in 
human intelligence.

In these days, when the shadow of unreason has fallen upon the world, 
these living philosophies have therefore a special importance. Implicit 
in them is the whole of our tradition of rational thought—a tradition 
which to-day is threatened with destruction, which has in fact already 
been destroyed, in some parts of the world. As Einstein, in a statement 
to be found in this book, has put it: “confidence in the stability, yes, 
even the very basis of existence, of human society has largely vanished. 
One senses not only a threat to man’s cultural heritage, but also that a 
lower value is placed upon all that one would like to see defended at 
all costs.” .

It is well, therefore, that in these times we should be reminded ot 
the tradition for which we say we are struggling. This collection of 
credos is not set out that readers may choose from among them, but 
rather that they may share the fundamental faith in freedom and 
intelligence that is the inspiration of them all.

The authors are: H. G. Wells, Bertrand Russell, Lancelot Hogben, 
E. M. Forster, Julian Huxley, Beatrice Webb, H. J. Laski, Rebecca West, 
W. H. Auden, Emil Ludwig, Thomas Mann, Jules Romains, Jacques 
Maritain, Sir Arthur Keith, Albert Einstein, Pearl Buck, Stuart Chase, 
Lin Yutang, Hendrik Van Loon, James Thurber, J. B. S. Haldane.

April



Apostle of Charity
THE LIFE OF SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL
by Theodore Maynard La. Cr. 8vo. About 8s. 6d.
An astonishing story of a seventeenth-century French peasant who 
became a priest, then was captured as a slave by Barbary pirates, to 
escape two years later to find a career as an organiser of charity. In a 
patched cassock St. Vincent de Paul moved in the highest circles of 
French society, but solely to inspire the nobles with a love for the poor. 
As his main instrument of service he devised—what seemed an im
possible innovation—an order of women who should not be nuns, but 
whose cloister was wherever poverty called them. These were the sisters 
of charity.

It was the age of Richelieu and Mazarin, when a cynical worldliness 
rubbed shoulders with mysticism and sanctity. Vincent de Paul was, 
however, in no sense narrowly French, but with supreme skill laid down 
the lines still followed by charity organisations everywhere. This makes 
the book peculiarly timely, though the extraordinary personality ofVincent 
is timeless.

Theodore Maynard’s life of St. Vincent de Paul is the first to be 
written in English that makes use of the enormous documentation only 
recently sifted and evaluated; is unique in its field, a work at once of 
humanity and beauty, as well as one of deep social significance. April

The Man from Heaven
by Alfred Cope Garrett La. Cr. 8v0. 8s. 6d,
The Man from Heaven is a simpler and more complete life of Christ than 
many that have recently appeared, a restatement of the subject embodying 
the results of the latest scholarship, and yet designed for the general 
reader. The author is a scholar who possesses literary grace, and he 
handles old material with refreshing charm. He has visited Palestine 
and is thus able to enrich the narrative with delightful descriptions. It is 
a masterly essay in creative historical interpretation. The author’s aim is
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eminent from 

oous action.”
Signatories include 

Acland, Liberal M.P.,

tak

Richard
H. N.

Sir 
Mr.

Brailsford, Professor J. B. S. Haldane, 
Dr. Hewlett Johnson, Dean of Canter
bury, Sir Peter Chalmers Mitchell, 
Lord Listowel, Mr. George Bernard 
Shaw, Dame Sybil Thorndike, Sir 
Charles Trevelyan, former Minister of 
Education, and Sidney and Beatrice 
Webb.

They write:—
“ Judging by many

would appear to be
imminent danger of an

signs there 
grave and 

extension of

• •

the present war with Germany by an 
attack by the Governments of 
Britain and France upon Soviet 
Russia.
“ This we regard with the greatest 

apprehension.
“ By such action new and quite 

incalculable risks would be incurred 
by our country and the British 
Empire all over the world. A nation 
of 180 millions would be added to the 
ranks of our enemies.

“ The largest and one of the most 
mechanised of modern armies would 
make a military victory impossible 
for us.

8 
a

V17
L/1 /

ATTACK ON SOCIALISM
“ But it is even more serious that, 

no matter what errors the Soviet 
Union may have committed, a very 
large section of the people of this 
country—especially of the workers, 
who have been watching with 
sympathy the vast social and economic 
experiments of the Soviet Union, 
would interpret the action of our 
rulers as an attack upon Socialism.

“ There would be a disastrous end 
to the unity of the country.

“ We, therefore, appeal to our fellow 
citizens to use their utmost efforts to. 
prevent our Government from taking.
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PERSONAL
The following members of the Society have received 

official appointments in the new Government. (
C. R. Attlee, Lord Privy Seal
Hugh Dalton, Minister of Economic Warfare 
Arthur Greenwood, Minister without Portfolio
D. R. Grenfell, Parliamentary Secretary to the Mines 

Dept.
Sir William Jowitt, Solicitor General
Herbert Morrison, Minister of Supply
Ellen Wilkinson, Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry 

of Pensions
Tom Williams, Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry 

of Agriculture
Sir Arthur Salter, an Associate of the Society, has been 

appointed Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of 
Shipping.

John Jagger has undertaken the work of PPS to the 
Minister of Supply, Arthur Jenkins to the Lord Privy 
Seal and John Wilmot to the Minister of Economic 
Warfare. H. T. N. Gaitskell has been appointed 
principal private secretary to the Minister of Economic 
Warfare.



Order your copy now—1/1 ! st free.
Form enclosed. 

----- o----

BOOKS RECEIVED
Attlee, C. R., MP. War Comes to Britain (Gollancz, 9/-)
Body, A. H. Children in Flight (Univ. of Lon. Press, 2/6)
Ciliga, A. The Russian Enigma. (Routledge, 7/6)
Clark, C. The Conditions of Economic Progress (Macmillan 

25/-)
Einstein, A. The World as I see it (Watts, 1/3)
Einzig, P. World Finance 1939/40 (Kegan Paul, 12/6)
Goldring, D. Facing the Odds (Cassell, 8/6)
Grey, C. G. The Air Ministry (Allen & Unwin, 10/6)
I.L.O. Employment, Wages and International Trade

(P. S. King, 2/6)
Jones, F. C. Shanghai and Tientsin (OUP, 7/6)
Jones, J. H., Cartwright, G., and Genault, P.H. The Coal 

Mining Industry (Pitman 16/-)
Massey, P. Industrial South Wales (Gollancz 9/-)
Medlicott, W. N. British Foreign Policy since Versailles 

(Methuen, 8/6)
Murray, G. and others. The Deeper Causes of the War 

(Allen & Unwin 5/-)
Petrie, Sir C. Life and Letters of Rt. Hon. Austen Chamber-
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-Situations like the present are phases of the profoundex 
problem confronting a democracy—the problem which 
Lincoln cast in memorable dilemma: Must a. government 
of necessity be too strong for the liberties of its people, or 
too weak to maintain its own existence. 1 so.mereAnd 
reading or logical talisman can solve the dilemma. An 
when the issue demands judicial determination, it is not the 
persona notion of judges of what wise adjustmens requires 
which must prevail. hi h— 24//7%
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by Somerset Maughan. 194

Foreword . p. vii, &viii

L The writer has his special communication to make, 
which when you come to analyse it is the personality with 
which he is endowed by nature, and during the early years 
of his activity he is groping in the dark to express it; 
then, if he is fortunate, he succeeds in doing thisand if 
there is in his personality a certain abundance he ay 
continue for a long time to produce work which is varied 
and characteristic; but the time comes at last (if he is so 
imprudent as to live to a ripe age ) when, having given what 
he has to give, his powers seem to fail....................

A generation has arisen which is strange to him and 
is only by an effort of will that he ca: stand the inter 
of a worldlof which he can now be only an observer. ut to 

understand is not enough; the novelist must fe 1, and he nus 
not only feel with, he must feel in. It is when he has 
reached this stage that he finds hi s readers turning from 
him in weariness , It is well then if he can bring himself 
to cease writing books which might just as well have remained 
unwritten. He is wise to atche warily for the signs which 
will indicate to him that, having said his say, it behov s 
him to resign himself to silence............. "
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MAN-BOWER SURVEY

28th August, 1940

Dear Mrs. Webb

I am sending back your copy of the

Yourg ever

Fabian News
may want to have it

Mrs B. Webb
Passfi eld. Corner

ants

I wish one could begin by sweeping

MINISTRY OF LABOUR AND
NATIONAL SERVICE,

MONTAGU HOUSE,
WHITEHALL,

LONDON, S.W.I.

Please address reply (if any

to 1 merierseraaquoting

otter and number :

ihe Commissioner

WHITEHALL 6200Telephone:

Many thanks for sending me your

belong

Presidential address to the Fabian Dociet
I read it with great interest and with
hardly any disagreement it is a moving
elocution to the Society to which you

away the motives of personal gains 
substituting the motives of service in 
war as a preparation for peace

as I assume that perhaps you

Liphook





















Wevision of duty.”
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PETAIN MOURNS "MORAL 
DECAY" OF FRANCE

Marshal Petain, in an address to the French 
nation yesterday, quoted by the Lyons wireless, 
blamed the “ decadence of moral values ” for 
the defeat of France (states Reuter). He 
said: —

“ 1 hate the lies which have done us so much 
harm and have brought France to defeat. 
Among the causes of this defeat is the lower
ing of public morals. For years past our 
country has been the victim of, a system 
directed against the common sense of the race

“ The natural guides of public opinion, the 
school, the Press, and political organizations 
were carried away on the stream of easy living 
and of lies. There was an extraordinary de
cadence of moral values and of the spirit of 
criticism, which ravaged France. The 'll 
came from the top. Election jargon corrupted 
the meaning of words, and those in authority 
frequently revealed themselves as unworthy

“ Citizens accustomed themselves to making 
use of their leaders, rather than obeying them. 
The nation copied the deplorable morals of its 
bad masters. An easygoing outlook spread 
to all Frenchmen, who gradually’ became 
accustomed to tolerate everything and believe 
everything.

“ The declaration of war made no difference. 
The clouds gathered ever more thickly and 
Frenchmen became the playthings of a few 
rhetoricians. Now that disaster has befallen 
our country, everyone feels the truth of this. 
We must, alas! realize the extent of our defeat 
and shoulder the burdens it involves. The 
spirit of the nation will be restored if every 
Frenchman makes an effort to re-educate him
self intellectually and morally. The value of 
ideas must be regained, and the dignity of 
sober speech must be learned again. The spirit 
of the nation demands good sense and a clear
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