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NEWS AND
At The Albert Hall

T the Albert Hall, on June 27, a crowded 
audience acclaimed the success of the Peace 
Ballot and the leadership of Viscount Cecil, 

whose far-sightedness and courage have won for the
cause of peace in the hour of need a most powerful 
reinforcement. Two passages from the speeches 
of the evening suffice to show the enthusiasm and 
determination of the 10,000 auditors in the Albert 
Hall and of more than 11,000,000 declared sup
porters in the country.

The Archbishop of Canterbury said : “ The 
Government must now make the League of Nations 
the keystone of its policy, and if they depart .from 
that policy they must be told that nearly 12,000,000 
people in this country will demand to know the 
reason why.” .

Sir Walter Citrine said: "It must have been 
dreadful to contemplate what the consequences 
would have been had this ballot failed. Day in 
and day out, people had used great organs of public 
opinion to destroy the faith of the people of this 
country in the League of Nations, without which 
collective security becomes • meaningless. In 
launching the ballot, the organisers were committing 
the destiny of the peace movement to the -f ortunes 
of the most strong democratic test ever carried out. 
Let us all join in heartfelt gratitude to those who 
made this courageous effort to test the will of the 
people. The Ballot is a Triumph for Collective 
Common Sense.”

FINAL FIGURES.

The total number of persons who signed a ballot form was 11,627,765.

Question Yes; Per cent. No. Doubtful. Abstention
Christian 
Pacifist.

1 11,157,040 95.9 357,460 10,505 102,760 —
2 10,533,826 90.6 867,227 12,109 214,603 —-
3 9,592,573 82.5 1,697,977 17,032 320,183 . ——
4 10,480,002 90.1 779,513 15,127 353,123 - .■■■■
5A 10,088,312 86.8 638,211 27,325 ' 859,754 14,163
5B 6,827,699 58.7 2,364,279 40,969 2,377,292 17,526

The Next Step
HETHER the Ballot has been worth while is 
a question still troubling detached onlookers 
who never liked the project, and gave no 

help in the work. The Albert Hall 10,000 were 
- nOt afflicted by any doubt. The resolution they 

passed showed how clearly they understood the 
practical uses, to which its results can now be put. 
They declared

This meeting, deeply impressed by the fact that 
nearly twelve millions of 'the people have by great 
majorities in the National Declaration expressed their 
anxious desire for a policy of Peace and Disarmament 
through the League of Nations,
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COMMENT
CALLS Upon the Government to carry out a definite 

and constructive policy on those lines, and accordingly 
Requests the National Declaration Committee to 

take steps to bring before the Government and Parlia
ment the detailed results of the Ballot, and

Decides totake steps to strengthen the permanent 
organisations for peace throughout the country.

More than eleven millions'for peace is a mandate 
no Government could neglect to fulfil, even if it 
desired to do so, which British Ministers do not.
The Naval Agreement

He first favourable impressions of Herr Hitler’s 
speech to the Reichstag on May 21 have been 
confirmed in one respect at least. The

Anglo-German naval conversations in .London have 
shown a genuine readiness on the German side to 
understand the British point of view and meet 
British wishes, while insisting that Germany intends 
to equip herself with a new navy, whose self-imposed 
limit will be one-third of the British.tonnage.

Herr Hitler has accepted crucial proposals by 
Great Britain. Germany will spread her building 
programme over a term of years and thus obviate 
.any danger that Britain may find the ageing ships of 
her fleet outclassed by the new and formidable 
vessels of a possible rival. Germany also agrees to 
the measurement of her tonnage category by 
category, that is one-third of Britain’s battleships, 
one-third of Britain’s cruisers, one-third of -Britain’s 
aircraft carriers, nine-twentieths of Britain’s sub
marines, the larger proportion of submarines being 
offset by equivalentsavings elsewhere. So much 
more tonnage in submarines, so much less tonnage 
in cruisers. In this way, a concentration of the 
whole agreed tonnage in one class , of ship and the 
acquirement thereby of a superiority for one special 
purpose is prevented.

What has been gained is a knowledge of the limits 
within which Germany will restrict her rebuilding 
and of the limits whose observance will obviate 
-British opposition. Those limits openly proclaimed 
prevent a naval arms race between Britain and 
Germany; being known arid precise, they seem to 
await incorporation in a general arms agreement.

Events will Decide
he Naval Agreement, has been received with 
general relief, and with no little criticism. To 
find grounds for objection is not difficult. The 

other Powers might have been treated more tact
fully ; the opportunity might have been utilised to 
forward more directly and vigorously general dis

armament. But in the end the course pursued will 
be justified or condemned by events. If Germany 
proves herself sincere in her desire for settled peace 
and the limitation of arms, arid if Britain, having 
come to terms with Germany, makes that partial 
success a first step towards negotiations with all 
other Powers, ■obstinately pursued to a similar 
result, then any minor faults in the London Agree
ment will be forgotten. Its substantial gains will 
appear a great achievement of statesmanship.

Britain for the League :
bitain has not hada good Continental Press . 
on Abyssinia. : There has been a. widespread 
failure to understand that she. is .not opposing

Italy because she desires herself to absorb all North- 
Eastern Africa. In the circumstances, the comment 
offered by the distinguished French journalist, 
M. Waldemir Ormesson, in Figaro for June 11, is 
very much to the point. .

“ For Britain,” he says, “ the League of Nations 
is the whole problem. The fact is not sufficiently 
realised that the foreign policy of Britain is 
founded upon the League. Why ? Because the 
League is the only means which, agreeing with the 
ideas of-the people, of Great Britain and of the 
Dominions, permits' the British Government to 
follow a positive policy in Europe Take away the 
League and at once Great Britain is thrown back 
into-complete abstention and isolation. British 
Ministers desire to have an active European policy. 
But that is possible for them only so long as the 
public opinion of the country approves, and British 
public opinion supports them only on the principles 
and through the agency of the League. This is 
the profound truth.” '

From the distance of Paris, Mr Waldemir Ormesson 
has aclearer view of British realities than many who 
take it upon themselves to dogmatise in London.; 
If Continental readers give him the attention ’ his 
good sense deserves the friction Over Abyssinia will 
be much relieved.

Suez Canal Rights
ut of the dispute between Italy and Abyssinia 
has sprung a legal controversy of vital 
importance.

Article 20 of the .Covenant says : “The Members 
of the League severally agree that this Covenant is 
accepted as abrogating all obligations ori under
standings -inter se which are inconsistent-, with the 
terms thereof,. and-.solemnly undertake that they 
will - not hereafter enter into any engagements 
inconsistent-with-the terms thereof.” If Italy were 
to make war upon Abyssinia, in defiance of her 
league obligations, would the loyal, member States 
be entitled to close the Suez. Canal against, her ? 
Many supporters of the- League system, and among 
them not the least, distinguished, say “ Yes.” 
There is, however, another point of view. -

At Constantinople on October 29, 1888, Great 
Britain, Germany, Austria, .Spain, France, Italy, 

the .Netherlands, Russia and Turkey signed the 
Suez Canal Convention, the purpose of which was to 
ensure -that- the canal should" always be free and 
open, in time of war as in time; of peace, to every 
vessel of commerce- or of war, without distinction of 
flag” Great Britain,. in signing, formulated. a 
reservation that the provisions of the Convention 
should only apply so far as they were compatible 
with the actual situation, namely, the “present, 
transitory and exceptional condition of Egypt,” and 
so far as they would not fetter the liberty of action 
of the British' Government during its occupation of. 
•that country. - By the Anglo-French agreement of 
April 8, 1904,-Great Britain declared her adherence 
to the stipulations of the Convention, and agreed to 
then’ being put in force,

. The words, “ obligations orunderstandings inter se 
which are inconsistent with the terms of the Coven
ant,” admittedly cover agreements such as. aggressive 
military alliances or colonial bargains between 
two League members to partition the territory of 
a third. But the transition is bold from the cancel
lation of direct infractions of the. Covenant to a 
disregard of a treaty which might chance in a 
particular case to obstruct the most convenient 
enforcement of the sanctions on which the League 
had decided. Does Article 20 authorise the taking 
of such a giant stride ? An authoritative answer 
is needed.t

Education for Life.
mono the thick-crowding challenges of educa
tion none is more urgent than this: how shall 
we fit the new generation for life in a world 

society ? A sense of the pressing need for an answer- 
prompted the Education Committee of the- League 
of Nations Union to call a Conference on Education 
for World Citizenship at the Guildhall London 

. Remarkable for its widely representative character, 
the conference was equally remarkable for. .its near 
approach to unanimity. The speakers grappled in 
a direct and purposive spirit with matters which 
obviously interested them as the familiar difficulties 
of their practical lives. They were all eager to 
offer helpful suggestions Still more eager were 
they that the constructive work -already begun, 
notably in the panels; of the Union's Education 
Committee, should be continued with a more 
powerful drive in a more systematic fashion, by a 
National Council- on the Teaching of International 
Relations. A resolution was taken to set up such 
a Council, which it is hoped will be permanent and 
authoritative, linking all educational interests from 
the primary school to the university and in close 
touch with the .Geographical, .Historical and Mathe
matical Associations, and other such bodies. A 
report of the conference will be published.: ;

A world society is struggling into existence. Its 
development: is hampered by the novelty of the idea 
.to the older generations. Youth will help it to 
grow—if youth be taught aright.-• ■ .....
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STAND BY THE LEAGUE
A t moments of crisis friends of the League rally 

Mkto its support. This is an often repeated ex
perience. It is, perhaps, the chief reason for 

- confidence in the League’s future. Success is pro
foundly felt to be of such supreme importance that, 
although neglect is easy in normal times, a refusal 
to respond to the call in time of stress is unthinkable. 
Peace must prevail.

With loyal public support in the background, the 
League can survive mistakes and failures. It has made 
many mistakes, it has incurred nota few failures. It 
can rally from the one and the other, strengthening its 
constitution and adopting wiser counsels. But it 
cannot survive a deliberate and conscious self-betrayal.

Considerations such as these prevent the League’s 
- friends contemplating the dispute between Italy and 

Abyssinia with comfort. They are not specially con
cerned because a dispute has occurred. If interna
tional conflicts were infrequent the League would not 
be the world’s first and most urgent need. They are 
not troubled over the rights and wrongs of the.inci- 
dents out of which the quarrel has developed. Neither 
side appears to be free from blame. A just distribution 
awaits judicial decision. But they are emphatic on 
one crucial point. Peaceful settlement by formal 
process of law, by arbitration, or by neighbourly con
ciliation is the essence of the League. To it members 
of the League are unreservedly pledged. The League 
must insist upon their honouring their pledges. If one 
member State is prepared to abide by the Covenant, 
and yet is threatened by another member State which 
proposes to tear up the Covenant, the League cannot 
stand aside, weakly conniving at aggression. In those 
circumstances inaction would be a self-betrayal from 
whose disastrous effects recovery by the League would 
be neither merited nor possible.

Italian words and Italian deeds have awakened a 
fear that Italy might refuse to respect Abyssinia’s 
Covenant rights or to perform her own Covenant 
duties. The danger draws near. But even yet it may 
not be realised in fact. It can be averted if the head 
of the Italian State and the Italian people are per
suaded by an exercise of the alert critical intelligence 
which is an Italian characteristic, that the League way 
is the better way, honourable and advantageous for 
Italy, as it must always be in the long run for every 
Great Power. “ Magnanimity in politics is not seldom 
the highest wisdom,” wrote Edmund Burke. “ A great 
Empire and little minds go ill together.” His weirds 
are as true to-day as when he wrote them, and when 
Great Britain incurred a deserved punishment by her 

refusal to listen. Italy will most conclusively prove 
her fitness for her share in the leadership. of the world, 
Which Britain, least of any country, would deny her, 
by taking generous and far-sighted views?

The situation is not desperate. Mr Anthony Eden’s 
visit to Rome has helped to clear awaysome Italian 
misconceptions of Britain and some British miscon
ceptions of Italy. Signor Mussolini is. reassured that 
Great Britain does not pretend to be the arbiter of 
colonial fortunes, nor does she advance a claim to 
preferential treatment in Abyssinia. She does not 
assert that Italy has given offence and.received none. 
Britain’s role, not of her choosing, but thrust upon 
her by the course of events, is that of an actual con
ciliator to-day and a potential defender to-morrow, 
active to save from wreck the order of World peace, 
founded upon the League Covenant in 1919, and with 
effort and sacrifice built up through the intervening 
years. I

Britain, on her side, has hopes that Italy is- not 
deaf to every, hint of prudence, recklessly intent upon 
aggression. Since the armed clash at Wal Wal.last 
November, Italy has shown, on several occasions signs 
of a conciliatory temper. She has also, it must be 
admitted, given many .indications of a very different 
mood. But - it is unhelpful, as well- as. unfair, to 
obliterate our memory of the one by an- excessive 
concentration on the other. Even in the‘Italian 
declarations in the lively style of Southern eloquence 
which have most excited British fears; the central 
passages have not rung with the. unqualified defiance 
commonly supposed; Two examples will suffice. - In 
its proclamation of February 17, the Fascist. General 
Council approved “with enthusiasm the military 
measures recently taken to guarantee security and 
peace in our East African colonies, and also those 
which may yet. be necessary in the future for the safe
guarding of our interests and the tranquillity- of the 
native population.” On May 14, in the Senate, the 
Duce said : " I desire to be reproached for having erred 
on the side of excess and never for having, fallen .short 
when the security of our colonies and the life, be it 
of only one of our home or native. troops, may be at 
stake.”

Northern habits of restraint, by contrast, may make 
such phraseology appear over coloured,- but its flam
boyance falls far short of a definite, final acceptance of 
war. And-against it must be put inilluminating com
mentary the Italian consent to the resolution adopted 
by the Council of the League on May 25, and the plain 
statement of Italy’s representative : “ If my Govern
ment accepts the procedure of conciliation and arbitra
tion, it is because it intends to conform thereto. ” At 
Geneva Italy showed goodwill, and was a loyal Member 
of the League. She is entitled to have her good faith 
taken for granted until her actions disprove it. -Despair 
is still too early, for the assumption is hot yet destroyed.

Despair is still too early. But the Member States 
of the League, and the League’s loyal supporters in all 
countries, must recognise that danger threatens. They 
will not be alarmed prematurely if they begin now to 
think out how the League may have to act in, possibly, 
the gravest crisis it has ever faced. The League 
must (1) require from the Great Powers an honourable 
fulfilment of their obligations under the Covenant, and 
(2) assure to the weak nations the defence they are 
promised in the Covenant.

THE FEDERATION AT BRUSSELS
By LADY GLADSTONE

A
t first the 19th Plenary Congress of the Inter
national-Federation of League of Nations Societies 
appeared to be quite lost amid the bewildering 
wealth and seething crowds of the World. Exhibition at 

Brussels. Four or five other international congresses 
were meeting. there at the same time—the International 
Council of Women in the same building ; and Mr. Max, 
Bourgmestre of Brussels, deftly contrived to welcome 
us, together with the International Photographic 
Congress, at “a tea party in the great hall of the’Hotel 
de Ville, whence Wellington was summoned-from the 
ball to the field of Waterloo But if the surroundings 
were neither ideal nor-conducive to publicity, the 
charming hospitality of our Belgian hosts and the 
sense of good work achieved amply made, up for these 
minordisadvantages. As the heat diminished and file 
brass bands beneath the windows of our, committee 
rooms became less frequent, rapid progress Was made 
in reaching agreement, often after discussion of-a high 
order, upon a great variety of subjects it will be 
possible to deal here only with those which most-closely 
concern the major issues which confront the League.

Delegates Of twenty-three League of Nations Societies 
took part in .the, Congress—including for the first .time 
a delegate from Persia—and there were observers from 
Australia and New Zealand. Signor Gianni, of the 
Italian. Society, was, for the second year in succession, 
the Chairman of the Congress

With regard to the Far East, the Japanese military 
menace to China was not discussed by the Congress ; 
but an important resolution Was adopted which calls 
the attention, of the Assembly of the. League to .the 
fact that there is a strong case for giving China a seat 
on the Council. Among other reasons urged for this 
course is the great importance of the League remaining 
in steady contact with the Chinese Government, of 
enhancing its authority, and thus Contributing to the 
internal reconstruction of China. This was the expres
sion of a long-range policy.

Upon, several other subjects the Federation was 
able to agree upon precise proposals for dealing with 
the critical issues, of the moment. Thus the main 
achievement of the political and juridical committee 
of the-Congress Was a resolution or programme upon 
collective security and disarmament. Withan eye to 
the danger, of War between, Abyssinia and Italy, this 
important resolution begins by saying that “the main
tenance of peace demands, above all else,- the prompt 
and resolute application to the. Covenant to interna-’ 
tional disputes.” The resolution then goes on to 
suggest a course of action which,'it is hoped, will lead 
the Disarmament Conference out of its deadlock. For 
this, M. Henri Bolin,.the Belgian Senator, argued with 
great conviction, eventually winning the unanimous 
support of his colleagues. The Conference is urged to 
resume its work immediately with a view to achieving 
a convention providing for the reduction and limitation 
of all armaments and expenditure on armaments, and 
a number of other points. The convention would come 
into force as soon as the Great Powers had ratified it. 
In the meantime certain of its provisions, such as the 
regulation of the armaments trade, should come into 
operation without waiting for the adherence of all 
those Powers.. The advantage of this procedure is that 
it would make one definite step at least in the direction 
of stopping the race in armaments, would strengthen 

the bonds between the countries willing to carry out 
the convention, and show clearly which countries Were 
responsible for blocking disarmament..

In the discussion of this resolution, as of many other 
political questions, such as the problem of Memel, 
which aroused more controversy than anything else, 
our German colleagues were badly missed. Dr. Kirchhoff 
had attended the Executive Committee on the eve of 
the Congress, but explained that the German Society 
Would be obliged to absent itself from the Congress 
owing to the resolution which the Palestinian Society 
had. placed on the agenda concerning the oppression 
of the Jews in Germany Though it Was known that 
the British, delegation would move an amendment 
asking all- States to grant religious liberty and civic 
equality to their nationals, the German delegation 
were unable to modify their decision

The other problem considered by the Minorities 
Committee, over which Lord Dickinson presided, was 
what steps could reasonably be taken to improve the 
protection of minorities in general. In .this matter 
the-delegates of Poland and the Little Entente,, who 
are in close, touch with their Governments, were 
peculiarly sensitive: but agreement was-eventually 
reached. The Congress asks the Assembly of the 
League to adopt. a resolution embodying a definite 
undertaking by States Members to apply in then own 
territories the principles, contained in the minorities, 
treaties . It also suggests-that there might be more 
agreements between two or more countries concerning 
the protection to be given to particular minorities, and 
that an international conference might be convened by 
the League to seek a solution of the minorities problem 
as a whole.

In the discussions of the Economic and Industrial 
Committee, agreement was more easily reached than 
in political questions. One interesting proposal of the 
committee adopted by the Congress, on Sir Arthur 
Haworth’s proposal, is that the League should publish in 
striking diagrammatic form a complete table of customs 
and financial barriers to trade which had been intro
duced since..1930. It was hoped that this would shock 
public opinion into realising, the dangers , of the present 
trend towards economic nationalism. Two telegrams 
were sent to-the International Labour Conference; one 
expressing the hope that the I.L.O. proposal for a 
40 hours week would be adopted ; the other saying 
that the Federation welcomed the inclusion in the 
Conference agenda of the question of raising the school
leaving age.

A number of important resolutions of the Education 
Committee were submitted to the Congress by Dr 
Garnett as rapporteur, and adopted. They deal for the 
most part With the practical measures to be taken to 
promote education in world citizenship and to encourage 
greater intercourse and understanding between the 
young people of different countries. ’

For some years past the British League of Nations 
Union has come to these Congresses as the strongest 
of the national societies supporting the. League and as 
having in consequence a special responsibility for lead
ing the League movement Our influence and re
sponsibility were certainly increased this year by the 
success of the National Peace Ballot. At the request 
of a number of ; delegations, . Lord Cecil explained how 
the Ballot had been organised,- and in particular how 
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the co-operation of so many organisations had been 
secured both at headquarters arid in the constituencies. 
There has never been anything like this vote of over 
11,000,000 people for an active policy of peace and 
disarmament. Lord Cecil’s speeches on this subject 
in the Congress and in a great mass meeting, organised 
by.the Belgian Society on June 12, certainly made a 
deep impression. As he said, the contribution of 
Great Britain to peace -will not be mainly determined 
by the composition of any British Government, but by 
the dominant fact that the British people is solid for

RESTORING PROSPERITY-No. 3
A CURRENCY TRUCE THE FIRST STEP: By J. B. bullock

S
he - devaluation of the Belga, the. anxieties of 
Holland and Switzerland with, regard to their 
national monies, and'the politico-financial crisis 
in France have served to emphasise the precarious 

position of “ recovery.” Each of the countries where 
a limited national revival has been staged has had to 
ask itself, how far its carefully doctored economy could 
stand the impact of further monetary disorganis at ion 
and a race in depreciation if the gold bloc collapsed ? 
Or how it could meet the increased strain of a new 
narrowing of foreign outlets if the gold currencies 
could only be maintained by still more severe defla
tionary measures J from another quarter, the aid verse 
decision of the United States Supreme Court on the con
stitutional validity of the N.R.A. codes has roused 
similar doubts. What would be the effect of a serious 
setback in the U.S.A. on the rest of the worldI?

Yet, out of these elements of suspense a skilful world 
dramatist might still contrive a happy denouement.

Break the Deadlock
We have seen in two preceding articles that the 

machinery of concerted economic action is efficient 
and ready, waiting to be used. Nevertheless, there has 
been virtual arrest since- the breakdown of the London 
Conference. Efforts to secure concerted action; are 
paralysed by two inter-locking problems, in much the 
same way as the inter-relation of disarmament and 
security has complicated political appeasement. Some 
countries, which have resumed monetary freedom, are 
unwilling to stabilise the- external value Of their cur
rencies so long as conditions prevail that are in their 
view incompatible . with an international monetary 
standard. Other countries, so long as currency depre
ciation by the first group remains possible, will not 
limit their freedom to take defensive action by tariffs, 
quotas and exchange-control. The-continuing uncer
tainty in both groups, at the same time as it prevents 
international action,' causes the improvisations of 
individualgovernments to take an increasingly nation
alistic form.

- The device required to break this deadlock is a pro
visional agreement on one of the inter-locked problems, 
conditional upon a comprehensive settlement of both 
at a later moment. Something of the sort was done in 
1933. At that time the more pressing of the two 
problems seemed to be the regime oi trade restrictions. 
A tariff truce for the period of the Monetary and Eco- 
nomic Conference was negotiated and signed. But 
simultaneously the U.S.A, left the gold standard, and 
the balance' of urgency changed. Since then the condi
tion of the exchanges has become the more pressing 
problem.

peace through the League - of Nations. This-it was, I 
behove, that gave courage to the delegates of many 
League of Nations societies working. under conditions 
far less favourable than our own. And though the 
Congress, with Germany and Japan absent, and the 
unequal importance of . its delegations, was not as 
imposing as some of its predecessors, it is clear that 
the federation at this time of crisis is now, as ever, 
one of the best means through which British public 
opinion can make its contribution to international 
stability and peace.

What is wanted - now is a currency truce, which 
would 'provide for stabilisation fora definite period, 
conditional upon the opening, of negotiations prr the 
work'left unfinished by the London Conference. If 
negotiations failed, the truce would expire. A “gentle
men’s agreement ” between the Treasuries and central 
banking authorities of France, Great Britain and the 
U.S.A. Would suffice to initiate the truce.

Events That Are Opportunities
Recent events have made a considerable contribu

tion to the chances of a stabilisation agreement. It is 
by seizing these opportunities that we can alter the 
course of the drama. '

For a long time France and the other members Of the 
gold bloc insisted that the countries which had aban
doned the gold standard must return to it as the only 
way of stabilisation. But it is impossible for Great 
Britain, for example, to return to gold until other 
reforms in the international economic system have been 
carried out. These pre-requisites have keen repeatedly 
and authoritatively stated. Now,- however, that the 
new crisis has brought the gold countries face to face 
with the probability of being forced ■ off gold them
selves quite soon, and the possibility of unregulated 
competition in exchange depreciation, they will con
sider an offer of provisional stabilisation much more 
favourably.

Further, so long as the gold countries were deter- 
mined to maintain existing parities, it was doubtful if 
even a provisional stabilisation could be made to work ; 
for the countries in the sterling group were not pre
pared to put themselves in the position of being forced 
to follow the gold countries in the further cutting of 
costs, in which the gold countries’ policy looked like 
involving them. The course of politics in France is 
more than ever Unpredictable; but it is' a good guess 
that almost any time now France will be ready to 
accept as the basis of a provisional stabilisation agree
ment a devaluation of the-franc calculated (approxi- 
mately as such matters can only be) to bring French 
costs into equilibrium with world prices. ;

Whatever the other consequences of the Supreme 
Court’s judgment, one result will be that the. enthu
siastic “ planners ” who were ready to throw up the 
world role of the U.S.A, in order to have a free hand to 
experiment at home will take a back seat, while those 
who, like Mr. Hull and Mr. Wallace, want their country 
to participate in a larger and freer international com
merce will be more to the front. That may mean, in 
the near future,- some filling out of the rather exiguous 
content of Mr. Morgenthau’s assurance last May that 
“ the world should know that, when it is'ready to seek 

foreign exchange stabilisation, Washington will not be 
an obstacle ” and, in the remoter future, the prospect 
of somewhat saner tariff and debt policies.

Finally, many as are the attractions of monetary 
freedom, and exciting as may be the potentialities of 
the sterling area, both as an experiment in monetary 
management and, as a lever incommercial policy, the 
British Treasury may well conclude that the sacrifice 
of these is riot too big a price to. pay for a solid assure 
ance against the disturbances and dangers Which the 
collapse of the gold bloc would bring.
Then To Work

But a currency truce is only the preliminary step. 
Indeed, stabilisation not made conditional upon the 
success of an earnest and loyal effort to make economic 
collaboration effective might be worse than no stabilisa
tion at all. Negotiations on the subjectmatter of the 
1933 Conference should be opened at the’earliest possible 
date after the signature of the currency truce. It 
would not be necessary for the Conference itself to re
assemble until the general outlines of agreement had 
been reached by ordinary negotiations. The negotia

COLLECTIVE SECURITY
What the Professors have to Say : By Freda White.

FTER1the politicians, the professors. For years 
governments have been circling round collective 
security without achieving much result. The 

problem is central in international relations, as every
body is aware by now. Failure to organise collective 
security accounts for the dwindling of the Disarma
ment Conference, violations of the Covenant both past 
and threatened, the deepening shadow of world war. 
There is reason for the failure, though hardly excuse, 
in the circumstance that governments are made of busy 
men, too much harassed by daily events to spare time 
for continuous thought. , So the Committee on Intel
lectual Co-operation has mobilised the professional 
thinkers through its • Conference on International 
Studies. Professors of international law, professors of 
international affairs—a new -species this since the 
War—some of the research centres in a number of 
countries have been asked to contribute. After two 
years of preliminary work, the sages met this June in 
discussion arranged. by the Royal Institute of. Inter
national Affairs.

They debated for the most'part in. private. This 
was a pity, for wisdom should not be wasted, and pro
fessors,* like canaries, sing best before an audience. 
Their doings must be gathered from first and final 
public sessions, Press summaries, and the willingness 
of distinguished men to' recite at dinner what they 
have said during the afternoon.

At the opening session Sir Austen Chamberlain made 
a striking confession of faith. At first, he said, he had 
regarded the League of Nations as a beautiful dream ; 
years of experience as Foreign Secretary had convinced 
him of its reality. It could stop sudden, unpremeditated 
wars as it was, but not the planned war of determined 
aggression unless overwhelming force were massed 
against the war-maker. This could only be done 
regionally; he was,; therefore, in favour of regional 
organisation of collective security. I

He may be taken as typical of serious Conservative 
British opinion, though the British contingent was 
naturally large and represented varying schools. But 
the main feature of -the. Conference was the way -in 

tions might be undertaken at first between a few lead
ing governments. For while the diversion of interest, 
scattering of effort and eclipse of, responsibility, which 
the conception of regional security has introduced into 
the. political sphere, should be avoided at all costs, it 
must be recognised that there are many questions which 
could be most suitably dealt with in their early stages 
by conversations between groups of countries particu
larly affected.

.. The currency truce should be reached in time for 
the Sixteenth Assembly to launch the new attack on 
the obstacles to recovery. The Preparatory Commis
sion might be re-constituted to revise its annotated 
agenda as a basis for the' negotiations between govern
ments ; and an appeal should go from the League to 
all countries to suspend measures in contemplation, 
which would be likely to increase, the difficulties of 
others. The crisis requires that all nations should 
review their economic policies, in relation to a pro
gramme of economic collaboration and the concessions 
which it would be so clearly in their own interests to 
make in return for the greater freedom and stability 
which international agreement would provide.

which learned men reproduced in learned language the 
policy of their own countries. This was,inevitable in 
representatives from totalitarian States ; thought in 
Italy and Germany is replaced by doctrine. But that 
same fact blends a portentous weight to the utterances 
of men who are repeating the opinions of their rulers. 
The real controversy of the’Conference was Italy 
against the world. Professor Coppola said flatly that 
the League of Nations was discredited and collective 
security impossible. Men could not be expected to 
refrain from fighting for national interests, or to fight for 
international aims. The only way of organising 
security was military alliances. Europe must band 
together, as in the past, to defend its civilisation 
against attack from without.

His excessively odd reading of the history of a . Con
tinent which has consistently attacked all others while 
quarrelling Within itself was meant, and understood, 
as the justification of the Abyssinian policy. All the 
other delegates were united in declaring, that collec
tive security would and should replace the armed 
balance of power, though some of them preferred the 
universal plan of the Covenant and some leaned towards 
regional pacts.

Collective security includes, as the debate showed, a 
number of factors. It involves sanctions against aggres- 
sion, though, as Captain Liddell Hart pointed out, the 
speed of modern air attack renders the application of 
military collective force most difficult. The interna- 
tional army found defenders, as did the force of com
bined national contingents. Some still believed in the 
economic sanctions of the Covenant; in any case, these 
must be planned in relation to every State, and, above 
all, they must be certain to act as a deterrent. For the 
use of sanctions the aggressor must be known. Here 
the professors debated' long, showing a disposition to 
split, not to say mince, hairs. Most of the Continental 
delegates favoured the Litvinov list of aggressions; 
only one, a Frenchman, stuck to- the proof, offered so 
often by League history, that aggression can be surely 
tested by the refusal to accept peaceful settlement 
AH were agreed that if war is to be forbidden its causes 
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must be dealt with; so that collective security and 
treaty revision must be effected together. Yet the 
“ Haves ” of the Versailles Treaty were coolish on 
treaty revision, arguing dubiously that it would be 
upsetting; and fairly that it must be limited by 
justice. The Americans and some others pled for a 
special organ of -the League empowered to judge 
demands for treaty revision. There was a debate on 
neutrality, which showed how hard it is for lawyers to 
adapt their rules to new law, for few speakers were 
willing to admit the revolution wrought by the Covenant 
which leaves no neutrals. This reluctance was most 
marked in men from the war neutrals—Switzerland, 
Scandinavia, the Americas.

The Conference was disappointing in a way ; for new 
ideas might have been expected from those honest and 
scholarly minds ; and nothing particularly new emerged. 
Yet it should be realised that just as most ministers are 
only administrators of politics, so most professors are 
only administrators of learning. Good administration

Our photograph shows the type of country in which Mussolini’s troops will fight 
in the event of real trouble being permitted to develop.

•a

■ ■" ■

THE EX-GERMAN COLONIES
By LORD OLIVIER

■
ill Mrs. Yandell try to. make clear to me and 
others of your readers what it is that she means 
when she writes about returning to Germany her 
former Colonies ? I should like her to answer four 

questions, which I will first put, and then add some 
brief commentary which may be necessary for under
standing their pertinence.

Four Questions
She says “Let us offer her” (Germany) ‘‘her 

colonies. It is the least thing we can do."
(1) Whom does she mean by “ us ” ?
(2) What territories does she mean by “her 

Colonies”?
(3) If not allthe ex German Colonies, which ? And 

on what principle does she distinguish among them ? 

is essential for- continuity; but what the world needs 
to-day is something more. It is a sense of proportion, 
resolution, and the intelligence which can make means 
to reach the end. In the guidance of human affairs we 
call it statesmanship. It may be the gift of a man of 
action, or of a student; Pierre Coti and Masaryk may 
be cited in evidence. In this Conference one man 
at least wears that laurel —Lord Lytton. Had his 
plan for the Far East been carried out, Covenant 
security would have been combined with peaceful 
change.

No easy task confronts the rulers of the world. The 
old way was easy : the lazy-minded, predatory, lawless, 
shifty diplomacy which led to war. Collective security 
is a hard adventure ; it calls for great wits, courage and 
loyalty. But men who have those virtues shine so' 
clear that if their fellows will but support them the 
peoples will gladly follow them. Collective security, 
after all, would be achieved by the honest fulfilment of 
the Covenant.

(4) Does she mean that “ we " should offer to restore 
to Germany “ her Colonies—or their equivalent ” (sic), 
in the,form in which, “ in her own mind she has never 
ceased to own them ” (sic), or that “ we ” should 
arrange for mandates to be assigned to Germany for 
their administration- (Or (?) that of some of them) 
under the provisions of the Covenant (which would 
be a very different thing ; and very far from restoring 
equality of imperial status) ?

A Commentary
Question (1). It is not in the power,, under, any 

existing international instrument or principle of inter
national law for, any existing authority to "offer" 
Germany any .of them.. I have pointed out generally 
why. (In June Headway.) - Most certainly no 

Mandatory Power alone can do, so. The difficulty 
could only be got over by some international diplo
matic agreement in which all the parties concerned 
should declare their intentions and’ their assumption 
of competency to decide—as the Powers that decided 
on the Partition of Africa did in the Berlin Act of 
1885, “ in the name .of Almighty God,” whose authority 
had, no doubt, in that Case been previously verified- 
and should be prepared to. act upon them in defiance 
of any possible opposition.

Question (2). By “ her ” Colonies, does Mrs. Yandel 
mean ex-German Togoland, now under French Mandate ? 
Cameroons, now partly under French, partly British ? 
Congo, now under French and Belgian ? South-West 
Africa, now under mandate to the Dominion of the 
South African Union arid administered by assignment 
as an integral part of its territory ? -Ex-German East 
Africa, partly under British, partly Belgian mandate 
Samoa, under New Zealand ? New Guinea, under the 
Commonwealth of .Australia ? Yap (I think), Japan? 
etc., etc. There appears to me to be' no grain of prac
tical sense in talking as if France, Belgium, Japan or 
any one of the three Dominion Governments would 
consent either to a restoration of any Of these Colonies 
or to the transfer of then1 mandates to Germany, and 
there is no conceivable arguable reason, on the principles 
very properly, as I have pointed out, embodied in the 
Covenant, why any one of them should I can hardly 
imagine that Mrs. Yandell desires that our Foreign 
Office should start on such a wild-goose chase.

It comes, I suspect, to this": that Mrs. Yandell 
thinks Great Britain should move diplomatically • for 
the transfer to Germany of the single mandate for 
Tanganyika-Territory. If Mrs. Yandell tells us whether 
this is all that she really means, or, if not, what else 
she .does mean, my purpose in this further- demand on 
your space will have been effected, and I will not 
proceed to discuss the arguments for or against such a 
proposal. Personally, for-reasons I have already indi- 
cated, I should think it preposterous

Question (4). The " equivalent” < of an ex-German 
Colony. is such a Colony as she acquired under The 
Partition of Africa; Such recreation is, under existing 
conditions, an impossibility. Nor has Herr Hitler asked 
for it. His views, antagonistic1 to German-African 
Imperialism, appear to me very sound. All he has Sug
gested that he might claim is the right to hold many 
dates. Why not offer Germany a mandate~for Abys- 
sinia : if my suggestion of Alsace Lorraine appear 
fantastic It would be quite as reasonable on its 
merits as a mandate for Tanganyika.

Africa As Currency
May I add a personal rumination on Mrs. Yandell’s 

general position as it appears'to me to be ? She seems, 
to belong to that school of abnormal Englishry which 
came into business since I was a young,man and which 
I am happy to observe in my old age appears to be now 
getting somewhat deflated (concurrently with the 
revival of- the ideas professed in the Covenant of the 
league of Nations), which looks upon African peoples 
and their possessions as a species of international cur- 
rency suitable to be swapped about according to the. 
interests and convenience of European Imperial Powers,: 
I may be mistaken in this conjecture, but I should like, 
to ask her the final question whether, in her’ proposal 
that “ we ” should restore to Germany “ her "Colonies, 
she has taken into consideration at-all the rights and 
interests of the African or other native, peoples con
cerned, or whether her proposal is made merely, in the 
spirit of -the nervous old gentleman who,. when. his 
carriage-horses were running away, popped his head out- 
of the window arid shouted to his coachman : “ John, 
John ! Run into-something cheap! ” ?

POISON :
“ I am not impressed at all -by the 10,000,000 

affirmative votes in the Reace, Ballot The only 
important point is the number of people who were 
entitled to vote but did not do so. Their numbers 
were vastly greater than the numbers of the. voters, 
and so the votes recorded are of no importance at 
all.”—A speaker at Tower Hill.

ANTIDOTE:
As no political party has ever received nearly as many votes 

at any General Election as the number of affirmative votes east 
in the Peace Ballot, obviously the speaker must contend that all 
the votes cast for elected Members of 'Parliament are of " no 
importance at- all.”

* $ *

POISON:
" Pacifist activities are on the increase. The 

10,000,000 votes in the ridiculous ‘ Peace ’ Ballot of 
the League of. Nations Union will be used to justify 
a big campaign against the Government’s National 
Defence policy. The Government will be told that 
the people are opposed to its policy, and will, if 
necessary, express their disapproval at the forth- 

; coming General Election.’’—Articlein the “ Patriot.”

ANTIDOTE: .
As the National Government is strong in its support of the 

League .of Nations and its efforts to bring about the. Collective. 
System, as advocated by’the affirmative voters in the Ballot, 

” what possible "disapproval" of the Government’s policy can be 
1 woven mto the- Ballot 9

* * *

POISON :
“ Italy commandeers, every available ship to carry 

troops to Abyssinia. She takes the Italian tramp 
steamers that carry corn from the Argentine to Italy 
—so the com is carried by British ships mstead; and 
British shipping gets a new fillip out of Italian folly. 
The nation that wins a modem war is not the one that 
fights in it. It is the neutral who keeps out of it." 
—Leading article in“ Sunday Express.” ,

ANTIDOTE:
: By the same process of argument, it would be a sound policy to 

condone-murder or any other crime, provided that the onlooker 
could contrive to snatch some pecuniary advantage without 
personal participation.

* $ *

POISON:
“ So-called public opinion beyond the frontiers is 

only a ridiculous puppet which will be burned in the 
ardour of the Blackshirts.”—Signor Mussolini, 

, speaking in defiance of world protests against his 
Abyssinian campaign.

ANTIDOTE:
Public opinion only becomes a “ridiculous puppet "when 

it apathetically permits bombastic individuals to defy it.
G.C.T.
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THE PEACE BALLOT

WHAT SHALL WE MAKE OF IT?
Viscount Cecil’s Speech at the Albert Hall

HOW NEARLY 12,000,000 VOTED
The Official History of The Great Adventure

EOPLE say to me : " Well, now that the Ballot is 
finished, what use are you going to make of it ” 
That is an important question. One caution : Do 

not think that the Ballot is an end in itself. It is just 
a stage in the struggle for Peace. It must he made the 
starting point for further exertion. The price of peace, 
like the price of liberty, is eternal vigilance. We must 
consolidate our gains, partly by .using where we can the 
organisation of National Declaration Committees; partly 
by strengthening the various permanent organisations, 
such, as the League of Nations Union, for supporting 
Peace through the League of Nations.

It is one of the few bright spots in the international 
scene that British advocacy of the League has grown 
more vigorous and outspoken. If the Ballot has done 
"nothing else except help towards that result, it has been 
a thousand times justified.

Governments come and go. But as long as the people 
stand for support of the League, that must be the 
National policy. Foreigners know that well enough, 
and I hope that the results of the Ballot will show that, 
whatever a few noisy newspapers may say, the world 
can safely rely on British support for the collective 
system. And there is another thing which Continental 
Go vernments would do well to notice. If they Want 
British friendship, they also must regulate their foreign 
policy by the principles of the League.

But the first thing is to make sure that the Govern
ment understand what has happened. I hope this 
meeting will resolve that the results of the Ballot shall 
be presented to the Government by a deputation repre
senting all those organisations which took an active 
part in the Ballot. There are a good many of them— 
the Churches, the Women’s organisations,'the Peace 
Societies, social bodies like Rotary, Industrial bodies 
like the Trades Unions, Political parties such as the 
Labour and Liberal parties and certain sections of the 
Conservatives, arid several other bodies.

. But it is not only the Government that matters. 
Parliament is' important, too. Every member and 
every candidate for Parliament should be personally 
approached, each in his constituency, and informed not 
only how his electors have voted, but also what has 
happened all over the country.

Nor is it our country only that should know. We must 
try our best to tell the world what the British people 
hope and believe about international affairs. There, 
we must chiefly rely on the foreign Press—at least in the 
free countries. Unfortunately there are Certain States 
where the people are not allowed to know the truth. In 
such countries we can only trust to the information 
gradually finding its way.

What is it that we desire our own people and the 
world to know ? Not only that we have held a Ballot 
and that it has been a wonderful success. That only 
shows the political interest and capacity of the British 
people. The really important thing is to realise what 
is the motive at the back of the movement. It certainly 
had little to do with party politics. -

The people are bored with the ordinary clap-trap of 
partycontroversy. But they know well enough what 
peace means, and they care for it with every fibre of 
their being. They want from their Government a full 
support of the League of Nations. They are sick of the 

old power diplomacy—the jack-boot and the mailed 
fist and the shining armour. To them, all talk of that 
kind is the vapouring of an international bully. They 
insist that international quarrels shall be treated like 
those between individuals. Every effort should be 
made to reach a settlement by discussion above-board— 
no half-clever diplomatic tricks, but plain and open 
discussion.

And, if that fails, then an appeal must be made to 
world opinion and war must be prevented by the joint 
action of the whole civilised community. Do not let us 
deceive ourselves. Unless we can eriforce this principle 
always and in every case, if we allow it to be whittled 
away because circumstances make it difficult to get it 
accepted in particular instances, then sooner or later the 
whole effort to get rid of war must fail.

I believe almost everyone will agree that the unfortu
nate events in the Far East—be the explanation what 
it may be—struck a serious blow at the collective 
system. Another such incident may well destroy it 
altogether. Against such a result every voter in the 
Ballot will wish to strive. No doubt it is no easy task. 
All the more reason why the massed strength of this 
country—yes, and if it may be of the whole British 
Empire — should be concentrated on this splendid 
effort. Where we. lead, be well assured that others 
will follow.

But to make success possible one thing is necessary. 
We must prevent the piling up of arms, the continual 
preparations for war. That lesson also has gone 
home to our fellow-countrymen. They have emphati
cally declared in favour of all-round reductions of 
armaments by international agreement.

And as a first step they want the abolition of that 
most barbarous form of warfare, bombing from the air. 
That involves international control or ownership of civil 
aviation and the abolition of all forms of national naval 
and military aircraft. For a policy of that sort the 
discussions at Geneva have shown that there is very 
wide support. I firmly believe that, if the British 
Government press to the utmost for that reform, 
supported as they now know they are by the over- 
whelming mass Of British opinion, it can bp carried. 
Certainly nothing would be a greater boon to this country 
and to humanity. ;

Nothing less than total abolition will be effective, and 
it may well be that we shall have to take it by steps. 
Only let us be quite sure that the steps lead in the right 
direction and that there is nd attempt to use the cause 
of peace in order to cover preparations for war.

Finally, those who, have voted are overwhelmingly 
convinced that the manufacture and sale of the means 
for wholesale slaughter should not be the subject of 
private profit. That is an utterly scandalous and 
indefensible arrangement which no amount of special 
pleading or “ technical considerations ’’can justify.

That, then, as I see it; is the meaning of the Ballot. It 
is a solemn declaration by a free and educated people,of 
their will on vital issues on which they feel with passion
ate, intensity. It is for those who represent them in 
Parliament and the Cabinet to carry those wishes into 
effect; and in .that connection I hope that Members and 
Ministers and Candidates as well will not be allowed to 
forget that a General Election is near at hand.

“ A I Ahe Peace Ballot,” a substantial booklet pub- 
I lished by Victor Gollancz (1s. and 2s. 6d.),is a 
' carefully compiled history. It tells in detail 

how the great adventure originated, what were the 
stages of its progress, and what are the'results.

Dame Adelaide Livingstone, the Secretary of the 
National Declaration Committee, Marjorie Scott 
Johnston and Walter Ashley understood exactly what 
was required. They drew the right plans and have 
followed them out in the right temper. They have 
preserved a scrupulous impartiality. They are careful 
to explain the ballot, not in the least to praise it. Lord 
Cecil also, in his conclusion, sets out what now has 
to be done with the same quiet confidence. A great 
task has been carried through to success. Its putting 
on record called for no objectives but only for an exact 
statement of fact; the next step was most helpfully 
defined in the same unemotional terms. By satisfying 
the essential tests, “ The Peace Ballot” is assured of 
a lasting usefulness, abroad as well as at home.

Now that the ballot has run its full course and come 
to its appointed climax in a crowded-out Albert Hall 
meeting, -and the official history is in the readers’ hands, 
the rightness of a restrained, unrhetorical account 
seems obvious. Justice to the authors, however, 
requires an acknowledgment that they did their work 
in the latter stages of the campaign, before the turmoil 
had'subsided, when it was still by no means a matter 
of course that they must see themselves as scientific 
recorders, not as advocates.

From the plain unvarnished tale, all the more clearly 
because of the absence of argument, several conclusions 
emerge. The ballot was taken at the-moment wheri it 
was most needed, for the British people were watching 
the development of world affairs and desired to offer 
their public protest.

The five questions were wisely worded, setting out 
as they did in simple terms the main features of the 
League system, and their meaning was accurately 
understood by the immense electorate to which they 
were addressed. The answers 
were not given at random. 
Had the forms been filled 
up in obedience to transient 
whims or local prejudice the 
results must have differed 
widely from place to place. 
One question Would have 
keen popular in one district, 
another m another. Actually 
the order of preference in 
which the questions were’ 
arranged by popular choice 
was scarcely varied through
out the country -It appeared 
when only 50,000 answers 
had been counted. It was 
maintained- at successive 
stages until the end, , when 
the total was- nearly 
12,000,000.

All the figures are analysed 
in “The Peace Ballot.” 
They suggest inferences Of 
the highest interest. One 
of the best substantiated 
is that the proportion of 

answers obtained in any. place was chiefly dependent 
upon the -number of workers' available for the distribu
tion, explanation and collection of forms. Where the 
task was completed, every family receiving its paper, 
no family being left to throw its answers into the waste- 
paper basket after a long and vain wait for the workers’ 
return, a poll of perhaps 70 per cent, was obtained. In 
some districts special influences created a larger volume 
of hostility than the rule, but they were rare excep
tions. Most of the low percentages meant no more 
than that the League of Nations Union and the co
operating societies were not in those areas normally 
powerful and active. In other words, only a minority of 
the British people are opposed to the fullest development 
of the League system ; those who disapprove Britain’s 
membership of the League are a negligible faction.

Among the; points upon which reasonable doubts 
cannot survive a reading of the history are the complete 
freedom of the ballot from party political motives, or 
party political consequences, and the admirable loyalty 
with which the ballot’s active supporters abstained 
from an attenpt to turn it to parly ends.

The timeliness of the ballot is no longer in question. 
Nor how well.it las been worth, the immense labour 
it has cost. The nearly 12,000,000 answers have 
settled that. They provide convincing evidence; how; 
completely the three objects have been attained.' The 
British Government has been strengthened in its pursuit 
of the League policy, the demand of the-British people 
for peace and their readiness to pay the price of peace 
have been'declared to the whole world,- and the British 
people at. grips with The supreme political problem of 
the times have devoted their thoughts to its solution 
with a new sense of personal responsibility.

A new factor has entered the world situation. To-day 
a greater confidence may be reposed in the League 
system than would have been reasonable had the Ballot 
not been held. What next ? To this Lord Cecil 
answers with “ a programme of immediate action to 
carry on the work so splendidly begun.”

DREAMLAND

"==_ '———
(By courtesy of the V Evening Standard")
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MANCHESTER SUMS UP
Lessons of the Ballot: By c. E. CLIFT

ANCHESTER and Salford contain thirteen Parlia
mentary constituencies and the electoral roll 
exceeds six hundred thousand. The distribution 

of branches of the Union is very unequal, and it was 
natural that, when the appeal to start work on the ballot 
Went out, enthusiasm was first unleashed in that part 
of the area where there were most branches.

The Withington division contains three branches, and 
another important branch covers an area partly in 
Withington and partly outside. A National Declara
tion Committee Was set up for the Withington Division 
(electorate 75,782 in 1931, one of the largest in the 
country), and the organisation was entrusted to Mr. 
Harry Reed, a member of the committee of the With
ington branch of the Union. Only one of the political 
parties co-operated in this division, and the work was 
largely carried out by members of the Union and 
volunteers from the churches. It was decided to have 
the ballot forms distributed with envelopes for their 
return, and to issue them without any literature what
soever. The division was organised in wards and polling 
districts with a responsible helper in each, to whom 
were given sufficient ballot papers, lists of workers and 
the necessary forms for controlling the distribution and 
collection.

This local work was well in hand when, on the invita
tion of the Union in Manchester, a conference of in
terested bodies was called to launch the work in the rest 
of the area. This was held early in October, and was 
attended by some 150 - delegates, including all three 
political parties, churches, Women’s organisations, etc. 
The executive committee which was appointed at the 
meeting included, besides representatives of the L.N.U., 
delegates of the three political parties and of women’s 
organisations, an Anglican clergyman, a Nonconformist 
minister, a Catholic priest, and a Jewish Rabbi. The 
committee decided, as Withington had done, to regard 
the Declaration as an investigation into the views of 
the electorate rather than as propaganda, and there
fore to issue no literature with the ballot papers. Men
tion should be made of the care with which the political 
parties and their members,' Who helped with the ballot, 
avoided sedulously even the appearance of party 
propaganda.

It was possible, and in fact necessary, to organise the 
distribution and collection of papers in great detail. 
About a quarter of a million houses were involved, and 
envelopes were printed and addressed to every house 
in the twelve divisions, and the papers were placed 
inside the envelopes, Each helper was provided with a 
printed form, showing the actual houses he had to visit, 
with spaces in which to mark the result of the visits. 
It was necessary to . provide extra spaces, because in 
some of the divisions there are many houses holding a 
number of families, each of which would require a 
separate ballot form. This organisation worked out so 
well that, when it was suddenly discovered that certain 
helpers had disloyally distributed political party pro
paganda with the papers, it was possible in a few hours 
to ascertain which streets were affected, and to issue 
circulars to the voters explaining what had happened.

The huge task necessitated the engagement of a whole
time organiser, Mr. J. P. Connolly, and the taking of a 
special office (a shop, the windows of which were effec
tively used for advertisement of the Declaration). Mr. 
Clift’s time was more than fully occupied, not only with 
the ordinary work of the Union, but also with the 

supervision of the ballot in the Manchester district 
which contains nearly forty constituencies.

An elaborate but highly successful scheme for count
ing the votes had been tested in Withington, where 
some thirty thousand papers (already taken from the 
envelopes), had been accurately counted in about three 
hours. The counters Were arranged in teams of twelve 
(a caller and a recorder for each of the six questions, 
and a collector) sitting at long tables, down which the 
papers were passed rapidly from hand to hand. A 
chartered accountant supervised the counting, and kept 
possession of the papers until the result was com
pleted. Manchester and Salford used'and improved 
this system, and had the advantage of the advice and 
collaboration of the municipal officers’ organisation, 
the members of which generously spent much time and 
trouble on the work.'

On the basis of the calculation prescribed by the 
National Committee, Manchester should have about a 40 
per cent, poll, and Salford 50 per cent. The results 
in the different divisions varied considerably. The 
strength of the chain is the Weakest link. In some areas 
the link snapped, and had to be repaired as well as 
possible by devoted workers who, not content with 
finishing off their own districts, threw themselves into 
the difficulties of less fortunate areas. The numbers 
of helpers, also, varied considerably in the different 
constituencies. It is probable that, if the work had 
been held up in each division until the organisation 
and recruitment of workers was’ Complete, instead of 
carrying out the ballot in all the twelve divisions simul
taneously, a still better result might have been obtained.

The standard calculation for absentee electors was 
quite inapplicable to some parts of the two cities : 
not only did the electoral rolls of the business quarters 
contain an overwhelming number of plural voters, but 
there are also large areas of slum clearance, where the 
houses have been destroyed since the last electoral 
roll was drawn up, and thousands of voters have been 
transferred outside the thirteen constituencies. These 
two’ facts reduced the maximum poll, and increased 
the percentage poll officially declared. But the voting 
on the individual questions is very similar in all the 
divisions, and it is permissible to argue that a larger 
poll would not have given an appreciably different 
picture of the opinions of the electorate.

THE ETHICS OF PEACE AND 
WAR

By A. C. F. BEALES
NTIL recently pacifists have bitterly deplored a 
lack of support from the quarter, whence they 
expected - most—the Churches. From William

Ladd and the earliest Peace Societies, down to. J; Allen 
Baker in the years preceding the World War, organised 
religion was blamed by pacifists for holding aloof from 
them and reserving to itself the right, as W. Evans 
Darby observed, “ to go, in for the next .war.”

Now this phrase reveals the whole crux of the matter. 
To any Christian who is not a non-resistant, war is not 
condemnable in Mo. And it is fortunate that two 
books have lately appeared which make this clear 
beyond misunderstanding. Father Stratmann’s Church 
and War sets out the mediaeval theory, of the just war 
in a popular form not previously available to English 

readers. Father Gig on’s Ethics of Peace and War (just 
out) summarises the same scholastic teaching, and 
proceeds, in the light of it, to deprecate Father Strat- 
mann’s “ dangerous ” flirtations with a pacificism which 
is ethically unsound.

The theory of the just war is drawn from the works 
of St. Augustine, St. Thomas Aquinas, Francis de 
Victoria, and Bellarmine. Its bases are the .facts of 
human nature, man’s social needs, divine rule, and a 
morality common to the individual and society. The 
State exists to promote the “ common welfare ” of its 
members, and this function involves the obligation to 
remove—at whatever material cost—all that obstructs 
that welfare. Hence the State has a duty (which is 
only apparently a paradox) to preserve peace by means 
of war if necessary : War being “ the use of force in 
the service of right.” Hence, too, where the spiritual 
values of honour and religion are at stake (to say nothing 
of self-defence) unconditional non-resistance is immoral. 
There exists, that is, in certain circumstances, a Right 
of War.

But for a war to be just, certain definite conditions 
must be fulfilled. The war must have been declared 
by “legitimate authority’’—the civil power; the 
declaration must rest on a “ just cause ”—the violation 
of any of those rights without Which a State cannot 
promote the common welfare (these are defined as the 
rights of existence, commerce, communication of 
spiritual goods, and intervention); and the cause 
must be prosecuted justly, relating force to resistance 
and the punishment to the injury. Failure to. satisfy 
any one of these conditions condemns the war.

In other words, while war itself is insisted on as a 
right, and as in certain circumstances, a duty, the vast 
majority of actual wars are by this philosophy con
demned. Lord Howard of Penrith, in. an introduction 
to Father Gigon’s book, observes that the Thomist 
theory of the just war does “ not greatly help forward 
that immediate ideal of maintaining ‘ Common 
Welfare.’ ” Pacifists may urge, further, that an ethic 
which does not rule out the possibility of war, and all 
the horrors of destruction which war brings, is merely 
an academic, exercise and is futile for progress, ’ To 
these criticisms Catholic teaching on War will; reply 
that the pacifists’ insistence on the sanctity of human 
life, and on liberty, as absolutes, is an assumption and 
unsound ; that the just cause and the .unjust prosecu
tion of a war are two distinct questions; and that 
bows and arrows, or poison gas, cannot vitiate the 
justice of the cause.

While Catholic teaching cannot, then, solve the 
question of war by a categoric and unconditional denun
ciation, it does provide a “ test ”—justice in the sight 
of God; And for this reason the individual’s right of 
conscientious objection to a particular war is not re
moved. On the other hand, a man who joins a national 
or international army in virtue of a just cause will not 
be a murderer so long as his military activities are 
dedicated to vindicating the particular canon of justice 
which the enemy State has violated.

The scholastic theory thus contradicts the absolute 
pacifist; but it welcomes the League of Nations as 
an attempt riot only to substitute law for force, and to 
postpone war until all methods of arbitration and con
ciliation have failed, but to pool and reserve interna
tional’sanctions of force’for exclusive use in precisely 
those cases of violated rights which St. Thomas and the 
Catholic Church condemn. Arid the two books which 

make this clear deserve to be carefully studied by all 
thinking internationalists.
The Ethics of Peace and War. By H. Gignon. (Burns & Oates, 

1935, 2s,) ,
The Church and War: A Catholic Study. By F.Stratmann.

(Sheed and Ward, 1928. 3s. 6d.)

W anted—Women
Writers!
By Margery Tudor

(A Successful Woman Journalist)

HOW often one hears women say longingly: " If only I could 
write.” The tone in which the wish is uttered suggests 
that they have not the slightest hope of fulfilling it, that they 

think it is really a tremendous presumption.
This desire for self-expression is natural and commendable. To 

make one’s ideas take definite shape and to widen one’s outlook are 
excellent aims to which everyone is entitled. Every woman should be 
able to express herself winningly. One of the most completely 
satisfying pastimes is to be found in writing; that it is also 
remunerative adds to its attractiveness.

The happiest women I know are two free-lance journalists. They 
have found what so many people lack—the power to break the 
monotony, of their everyday routine and to link themselves to a 
wider mental life. Both of them took up writing merely as a hobby 
and, when need arose, they were able to make a very comfortable 
livelihood.

Do you want to write ? Why not try to put your ideas to profitable 
use ? Granted that you have a little natural ability, the mastery 
of a few simple rules will enable you to produce articles and stories 
for which editors will pay you good prices.

There are many markets open to women writers. How big is the 
field may be realised when one considers that nearly a hundred 
principal magazines and periodicals are devoted entirely to feminine 
matters.

Tn addition to these publications, there are dozens of daily, 
evening and weekly papers with women’s pages, and magazines 
innumerable that contain women’s sections. Each journal makes 
its own special appeal. Catering for this appeal is a matter of 
training—not a very arduous one when it is guided by established 
writers.

At the Regent Institute you will find successful authors and 
journalists ready to give you the full benefit of their knowledge and 
experience. Women’s journalism is one of the special features of the . 
postal training, and.so thorough and practical is the tuition that - 
many students sell theirwork after a few lessons, while keen women ; 
pupils have been enabled to cover the fee several times over before 
the end of the course.

You will have individual attention. Your latent literary gifts 
will be discovered and directed into profitable channels. You will 
be encouraged to work along the lines that appeal to you most.

Mr. Harold Herd, the Director of Studies, will tell you whether 
you have any aptitude for journalism. He will not urge you to 
write if he sees no promise in your work. Why not write to him to 
find Out just where your chances lie ?

Post the following coupon in an unsealed envelope (2d. stamp), 
or write a simple request for the prospectus addressed to The Regent 
Institute (Dept. 219B), Regent House, Palace Gate, London, W.8.

The REGENT INSTITUTE
(Dept. 219B), Regent House, Palace Gate, 

London, W.8.

I shall be glad to receive a copy of your prospectus, “How to 
Succeed as a Writer," with full particulars of your postal tuition. 
It is understood that I am not committed to any expense or 
obligation whatever.

NAME..............................................
(block LETTERS)

ADDRESS............................................... ............................. .
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BOOK NOTICES
Britain’s Air Policy—Present and Future.' ByJonathan 

Griffin. (Messrs. Victor Gollancz. 5s.)
Mr. Griffin is to be congratulated on a remarkably 

efficient piece of bookmaking. He has a clear idea of 
his readers’ needs and of the manner in which they can 
be supplied; he has done exactly what he intended, 
neither more nor less. No one who has followed Mr. 
Griffin through his .220 easily assimilable pages with 
intelligence will ever again employ the current excuses 
for evading or misunderstanding the air problem.

. Mr. Griffin shows how much hard thought has been 
spent upon the abolition of military and naval aircraft, 
the internationalisation of civil flying, and the: estab-, 
lishment of an international air police. A common 
charge alleges that the idealists have produced beauti
fully. coloured but vague and unsubstantial proposals, 
which thin away into an impalpable mist on the first 
demand for concrete details. It is the opposite of the 
truth. The idealists have worked out their plans. 
The vagueness is contributed by the practical men who 
keep on repeating a catch word. The air danger is not 
a bogy. Mr. Griffin and those who agree with him 
have patiently formulated a clear notion of what it 
means. Beginning with the 
known achievements of the 
air arm in the World War, 
and giving : due weight to 
the revolutionary changes 
of the past fifteen years, 
they have elaborated a pic
ture which is intimidatory 
and accurate. An inter
national agreement to demi
litarise the air is not a dream. 
Mr. Griffin offers a mass of 
documentary evidence, prov
ing that a generally accept
able policy was very nearly 
reached ■ at .Geneva. - With 
energy and determination 
British leadership, he sup
plies grounds for believing, 
might even now bring the 
Great Powers to a compre
hensive agreement.

Mr. Griffin’s conclusions 
are disputable. He leaves 
his readers, however, no excuse for evading one lesson. 
Positions of high authority' are held, or were held 
recently, by men so little realist that they remain in 
complete and complacent ignorance of the elements of 
the air problem. For all the impression made on their 
impervious minds by the hard work done at Geneva 
and elsewhere, the past three years might have been a 
blank. Therefore, paradoxically, the last message of 
“ Britain’s Air Policy "is hope..Britain is. not. isolated 
in her good intentions, struggling, with a perverse .world. 
Boldness will enlist support,

The Economic and Financial Position of Italy. (Royal
Institute of International Affairs, ' St. James’
Square, s.w.i. 2s.)

The frontier dispute between Italy and Abyssinia 
has reawakened lively general interest in the prospects 
of the present Italian regime. Is Fascism built bn a 
solid foundation ? Fascism cannot; last unless,, at the 
very worst, it permits a healthy economic existence.

A chief argument for the " corporative state ” is 
prosperity. Italy, say the praisers of Mussolini’s experi- 
ment, is better off than she ever was before.

THE PRICE 
OF PEACE

Full text of the RICHARD 
COBDEN Lecture for 1935

BY 

H.E. Sefior Don Salvador de Madariaga

PRICE 3d.
FROM THE UNION BOOK SHOP

The Italian Press is controlled. A great part of what 
is written about Italian conditions is designed to paint 
the picture in the brightest colours. Much other writing 
on the subject, in other countries than Italy, is pre
judiced in an unfriendly sense. On a subject where 
impartial information is so difficult to come by, the 
always helpful work of Chatham House is specially 
welcome.

The memorandum on Italy reaches no conclusion. 
The purpose is to assemble the major facts. None the 
less several quite definite inferences emerge. Italian 
realities are in several respects at odds with Fascist 
rhetoric. A determined effort has been made to plan 
the national life on novel lines. Many bold experiments 
have been tried. Courage is still being shown in press
ing on, despite all delay in arriving at the expected 
results. But final success is by no means assured. 
From such success as has been achieved’ large costs 
must be deducted. The credit balance, if there be a 
credit balance, is far from as ample as the propagandists 
of Fascism, no doubt sincerely, pretend. Much is 
habitually made of the success of Signor Mussolini in 
keeping Italy on the gold standard. One of the posi

tive statements in the memo
randum is that even since 
1927 Italy has not really 
been on the gold standard.

Fascist Italy, deserving 
the sympathetic interest 
which has never been denied 
to Italy under any' regime 
by the people of Great 
Britain,, is not deserving of 
the adulation lavished upon 
her by many uninformed, 
and not a few interested, 
persons. She is not a model 
of political and, social excel
lence; whose proved pro
sperity entitles her to a 
humble imitation by the rest 
of the, world.

Considerations on the Present 
Evolution of Agricultural 
Protectionism. 0.178.
M.97. 1935. II.B. League 

of Nations : Geneva. pp. 49.
The Economic Organisation has published a study of 

agricultural protectionism, and particularly of what the 
Polish delegation at the London Conference in 1933 
christened “.the reagrarianisation of industrial States,” 
which deserves-to be widely read. It contains, in addi
tion to a report by the Economic Committee, the per
sonal memorandum written by' Sir Frederick Leith 
Ross, the British member of the Committee, on “Agri
cultural Protectionism in Europe in the Post-War 
Period,” and a Note by the Secretariat on the General 
Evolutiofi of Agriculture at the End of the Nineteenth 
Century and before the World War in relation to the 
growth of Agricultural Protection.

All publications reviewed in “Headway ” 
(and many others) can be obtained 

from the Union’s Book Shop at
15, Grosvenor Crescent, London.

International Organisation. By R. Yorke Hedges, 
LL.D. (Pitman/ 10s. 6d.)

Pitman’s have made for themselves something very 
like a monopoly in a special type of book. It treats 
a great public topic in a severely practical way. The 
frills are left off and the facts are put in. A high 
standard, of accuracy is- maintained.

Dr. Yorke Hedges’ exposition of the League system 
is an excellent example. Since it does not extend 
beyond '200 large pages it cannot, of course, enter in 
detail into every League problem. But there are few 
questions which occur to an intelligent observer of world 
affairs whose answer Dr. Yorke Hedges does not provide. 
As a lawyer who has studied in England, on the 
Continent and in the United States, he naturally gives 
special attention to legal issues. That is no dis
advantage, for is not the League described best and 
most briefly as a means to substitute law for war? 
Dr. Yorke Hedges is a lawyer who is not an obscurantist. 
He acknowledges repeatedly the need, not only for 
maintaining the order which exists,but for creating a new. 
order which shall be free from present injustices. He says, 
for example, “ The needs in the international sphere to
day lie, not so much in the provision of machinery, for 
the settlement of disputes—that is amply provided for 
already—butin the field of increased legislative activity. 
Above all, machinery is urgently needed for dealing with 
the most difficult problem of treaty revision.” He adds 
that Article 19 of the Covenant must be implemented 
in some way, and suggests most interestingly that 
international lawyers might find in the French doctine 
of the abuse of rights a fruitful line of inquiry.

On mandates and minorities Dr. Yorke Hedges has 
achieved two successes of skilful compression. . He ends 
with an emphatic insistencethat the oft-debated question, 
which should come first, security or disarmament, is 
not unlike the age-old query about the hen and the 
egg, and its discussion is often about as profitable.

All these problems are inter-related. He admits it 
requires breadth of vision and no slight knowledge of 
the ramifications of public affairs to visualise even a 
single international situation. But he is hopeful, 
because the public is much better informed on foreign 
affairs“than it used to le, and the League wisely relies 
on the force of publicity and makes information readily 
available. A book so comprehensive, concise, and 
intelligent is no small service to the League system.

Official League Publications
Armaments Year-Book, 1935. (Eleventh Year. Ser. L.o.N.P. 

1935., IX.5.) About 1,080 pages. Bound in cloth, 25s. net.
Detailed and up-to-date particulars of the state of armaments of 

64 countries, including. not > only the armed forces proper which are 
dealt with, but also, as far as possible, organisations capable of being 
used in time of war whose members'are given preparatory 'military 
training,. The sections on preparatory military training and training 
outside the ranks of the army have .been greatly expanded; ■

A special section is devoted, in the ease of each of the countries 
dealt with, to armaments expenditure. : The figures given represent 
expenditure up to the year 1934 or the year 1934-1935, and in very 
many cases they include even the budgetary estimates for 1935-1936. 
Statistical Year-Book of the League of Nations, 1934-1935. (Ninth

Year. Ser. L.o.N.P. 1935. II.A.3.) 314 pages. In wrappers, 
10s. net; bound in cloth, 12s. fid. net.

The only official statistical year book of a general order. Each 
table is accompanied by explanatory notes. In the present volume 
the statistics are brought up to the beginning of 1935. A number of 
tables have been amplified or otherwise improved.
Agricultural Protectionism : Report of the Economic Committee.

(Ser. L.o.N.P. 1933. II.B.7.) 49 pages. ls.8d.net.
Advisory Commission for the Protection ar d Welfare of Children and

Young People. Report on the Work of the Commission in 1935. 
(Ser. L.o.N.P. 1935. IV.2.) 43 pages. 1s. 9d.net. ■

Slavery: Report of the Advisory Committee of Experts. (Ser. 
L.0.N.P. 1935. VI.B.1.) 112 pages, 4s. net.

Causes of War
By Dean INGE, Sir NORMAN ANGELL, 
Lord BEAVERBROOK; ALDOUS 
HUXLEY, G. D. H. COLE, Major 
C. H. DOUGLAS, Sir JOSIAH STAMP, 
and Sir AUSTEN CHAMBERLAIN. 3s. 6d.

<c This distinguished symposium. . . . This 
thought-provoking book should be in every 
library.”—Scotsman.
"Deserves the careful, if critical, -study of all 
lovers of peace, and may be profitably utilised as 
a text-book by discussion circles and youth 
groups”—Inquirer.

Disarmament in
British Foreign Policy
By ROLLAND A. CHAPUT. 16s.

"‘Clear and comprehensive survey . . . of 
the wholeproblem . . . rendered particularly 
valuable in that it explains in simple terms the 
strategicalnature of the armaments problem of 
the British Empire and the relation between 
policy and arms. ... Cannot fail to be of great 
assistance.”— Times Literary Supplement.

Allen & Unwin Ltd.

B THE

BIBLE SOCIETY’S WORK
Some Recent Testimonies

VISCOUNT WOLMER:
“ There can be no work .which is more im

portant than the work that this Society is 
carrying on, and compared with it all the _ 
efforts of politicians and writers, of builders, of 
statesmen; of journalists, of artists, must seem . 
puny”.

The Rev J s. M. HOOPER :
“ An Indian Bishop said: ‘In giving India, 

the Bible,'We are not merely adding another to 
its already innumerable Scriptures: we are 
introducing India to'Jesus Christ, the same in 
redemptive power yesterday; to-day and for
ever.’ ”

The Rev. Dr. JAMES REID :
“ I - do not think there is anything that can 

confirm our faith or kindle our hope in thedays 
in which we live so much as a reading-of the 
Report of the work done by the British and 
Foreign Bible Society. ”

Gifts may be sent to the Secretaries,

BRITISH & FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY,
146, Queen Victoria Street, London, E.C.4
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READERS’ VIEWS
(Leiters for publication are only invited subject to curtailment if rendered necessary by exigencies of space)

AIR FORCE INCREASE.
SibIt would appear from the Preliminary Agenda 

of the Annual Meeting of the General Council to be held 
in Cambridge in July that no reference of any sort to 
the proposed large increase in our Air Force is being 
made in the resolution to be moved by Lord Allen. Is 
this deliberate ? If so, why ? It is surely a matter on 
which the Union, as the most highly organised society 
in favourof a reduction in armaments, should be asked 
to express an opinion one way or the other. Though 
my own politics are not those of the Labour Party.'! 
cannot help agreeing entirely in this instance with 
Major Attlee’s letter on the subject in the Times of 
May 28, in which'he states clearly and logically the 
arguments against our increasing our Air Force to the 
proposed enormous;-strength, an attitude which I 
suggest is the one the League of Nations Union should 
support wholeheartedly. One would have liked to see 
some such motion as' the following appearing on the 
Agenda at Cambridge

"The League of Nations Union deprecates any 
increasein our Air Force beyond the minimum 

, necessary to enable us to fulfil our obligations of 
collective action required by our membership of the 

.League of Nations, and holds that we should trust to 
y the League for our national defence.”
Or in the alternative :—
1 “ The League of Nations Union, while warmly 

supporting any increase in our Air Force which may 
be absolutely necessary to enable us to fulfil our 
obligations of collective action under the League, 
deprecates any increase in excess of such requirements, 

. holding as it does that we should trust to the League 
for our national defence.”

Yours faithfully, • a 
HERBERT KEALY,

Kt., C.I.E.,I.C.S. (retired).
Member of the Executive Committee of 

the Oxford Branch.

THE EX-GERMAN COLONIES
Sib,—As. to colonial expansion, probably Germany 

could have been " bought ” off from going to war if 
the Powers had devised some less militant fashion of 
" expansion" than that which Germany actually 
wished tofollow. The same problem, if in a new form; 
confronts us again to-day.

To allow a militant reoccupation, for instance, of 
Tanganyika is unthinkable. You are right, then, in 

; suggesting that we should plan out in advance some 
non-militant method. of .colonial . settlement, for, any 
nation that would wish to colonise, under some new 
.adaptation of the League of Nations’mandate .system. 
An approach towards mere social and pacific settled 
ments of Germans and Others has already been made 
in countries like Brazil and the Argentine. The Jews 
themselves have their “peaceful colony ” in Palestine.

This subject may sooner or later become an urgent 
one. What if Germany, after a huge air-fleet increase, 
were to send an ultimatum to the British Government 
requesting a return of Tanganyika ? Would other 
nations, such as Italy, be over-keen then on helping 
us out ?

■ Wimborne. RICHARD de Baby.

EXAMPLE FROM PAST
b Sib,-—is it not time that someone in your next issue 
reminded your correspondents that “ restoration ” of 

the German “ Colonies ” would no more satisfy Hitler 
than it satisfied the Kaiser—who was pushing con
struction of a big Navy and looking for coaling stations 
to cut out England’s (forgetting that no nation can 
excel in Navy as. well as Army); .
' He was also pushing forward the construction of a 
railway to the Persian Gulf and India,-which he would 
have soon accomplished had he not been too impatient.
' Have the inhabitants been consulted' whether they 

would prefer Nazi rule or English self-governing aims ?
Harrogate. H. Cheesbro HUNT.

REVENGE PREVENTS PEACE
. Sib,-—All who signed the Peace Ballot ought to be 
thankful to-you for publishing the letters from Messrs. 
Pither and Pratt and “ Annon."

The spirit of revenge and suppression will never 
bring peace. How long Will the. nations be learning 
this?

There must be a positive advance towards one 
another with self-sacrifice of all non-essentials, and not 
a shrinking of fear and distrust. Love begets love 
and. confidence begets confidence. Frankness and not 
secrecy and self-seeking will alone create respect and 
confidence.
. Bedford Place, W.C. 1. Wm. SPENCER PAYNE.

USE THE PEACE BALLOT
Sir,—I want to draw attention to the fact that 

Over ten million votes have been recorded in favour of 
this country adhering to the League of Nations and its 
programme, whilst the membership of the L.N.U. 
remains below a million. The moral for secretaries 
and all concerned is obvious. The price of membership 
is that of one cinema entertainment. What are we 
going to do about it ?

Further, the value of the Peace Ballot has been 
called into doubt. But if at the next General Election 
we can get ten million votes in favour of an active and 
really progressive Peace party, then we shall get a 
Government that will have to sit up and really do 
something to put the wishes of the country into effect.

Weybridge. CECIL H. S. Willson.

MILLIONS FOR THE UNION
- SIR,—I am not surprised at the confusion that has 
been created in the minds of some loyal members of 
the L.N.U. by the Peace Ballot. But the greatest 
surprise of the whole business, I think, is the amazing 
blindness to the value of the one non-party organisa
tion, the L.N.U., brought into existence for the one 
specific purpose of strengthening and helping the 
League of Nations in all its heroic efforts for world 
peace. An expression of goodwill on the part of ten 
millions is fine. But how much more effective it Would 
be if that ten millions would roll inside the L.N.U.

We need a strong League of Nations; and to be at 
our best at Geneva we need to be a strong Member- 
State, and for this very purpose we have at our disposal 
the L.N.U. Therefore we need to be millions strong in 
our membership. Why not aim at this in the King’s 
Jubilee year ? What better time and place could be 
chosen than the Albert Hall meeting on June 27 ? 
Who understands the position better than Viscount 
Cecil ? - What a grand climax to the Peace Ballot! 
Local .branches of the L.N.U. could do the rest

“ A Loyal MEMBER."

ARM THE LEAGUE
Sib,—As a frequent reader of your admirably- 

conducted journal, there is, however, one statement 
therein to which I feel I really must take exception ; 
and that occurs in your editorial, where you say that 
“the7League has given convincing proof, where it has 
been given a chance, of its adequacy to substitute 
co-operation for conflict.”

With the ever-present memory of the Japanese and 
Bolivia-Paraguay failures to substitute one for the 
other, it is difficult for the average reader to under
stand how you, could make a statement so conspicu
ously contrary to fact; and those whose memory 
carries them back to the early days of the League 
must surely remember its failure then to restrain 
Mussolini from defying its ruling, as he seemedinclined 
to do recently. .

The plain fact is,'that amidst the tornado of talk 
that in Press and platform now seems to make con
fusion worse confounded, and which darkens counsel, 
the League will never be real, without force at its back ; 
and the sooner the European Members of the League 
set about forming an international or inter-European 
tribunal and air police force the better. If the leading 
nations do not soon “ get a move on,” they will be too 
late ; and among this tribunal and air force, Germany 
must have equal status. Too long have we been 
waiting hat in hand on France, and forceful indi
viduality in our foreign policy lacking. If Germany 
attacks anyone, it will not be England, Who is friendly 
to both Germany and France alike. . What I myself, 
and the great bulk of English-speaking people, wish to 
see, I feel convinced, is to accept Hitler’s offer of 
friendship," and set about instituting a solemn league 
and covenant of security-—now at once, and not at 
some distant future, when it will.be too late !

M. S. McCREA. 
Warley House, Halifax.

[Note.—In the dispute between Japan and China the 
League was not given a chance; in the dispute between 
Bolivia and Paraguay it was given a chance too late. 
The League’s powers were sufficient—if they had been 
used.— Ed.]

THE JUBILEE
Sib,—Please forgive me for troubling you again, 

but your Editorial Note to my last letter is no answer 
to it. The question I asked was why Headway had. 
not respectfully congratulated the King on his Silver 
Jubilee ? Instead of answering this question, you 
explain that “ no preliminary comment (by Headway) 
was necessary for the complete success of the Jubilee,” 
But that is not to the point, for nobody ,would imagine 
that anything Headway might do could make the 
Jubilee a greater success than it was. It is true that 
you now publish a copy of the Union’s (undated), address 
to the King; but why have we not seen it until a month 
after the event ?

However, I am glad that you published my letter 
because it may induce our Executive Committee to 
reconsider the Union’s policy with a view to paying 
more attention to the British Empire than they have 
hitherto done.
. Alexander Gordon.
Chalfont St; Giles.
[Note.-—The League of Nations Union’s address to 

Bis Majesty. was prepared, illuminated, and presented 
before Jubilee Day. Lieut.-General Sir Alexander Gordon 
asks why it was not published before the first opportunity 
after its presentation. To have done as he suggests would 
have been discourteous to His Majesty.—Ed.]
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HERE AND THERE
Special Mention in this month’s “News Sheet” is awarded 

jointly to the Vicar of Cockfosters and the Vicar of Immanuel, 
Streatham.

The Secretary of the Exeter Branch-has written to inform us 
that that Branch recently emulated the activity which won Special 
Mention fbr the Wanstead Branch in the April issue of “ News 
Sheet,” with entirely satisfactory: results, several new members 
having ■ been thereby obtained. It is hoped that other branches 
will send along reports of their special activities, in order that 
successful efforts may be adopted in other localities.

The Wickford and District Branch, which had been permitted 
to fall temporarily into abeyance, has now been successfully revived.

As an immediate result of the interest aroused locally by the 
Peace Ballot, the Branch of the Union at Amble, which had ceased 
to function for several years, is being .revived. A great deal of 
enthusiasm was evinced at a public, meeting recently convened 
for that purpose, and after a stirring address by Colonel L. R. 
Hogge, the regional representative, a new committee was elected 
by the 36 new members who joined on the spot.

Following on a decision on the part of the Committee of the 
Oswestry Branch to approach the churches and other local bodies 
with a view to the formation by those organisations of sub-branches, 
the members of the. Oswald Road Presbyterian Church assembled 
and unanimously decided to form such a branch. A committee 
and officers were elected, together with'delegates to represent the 
new branch at the meetings of the parent branch.
A Teaching Prize of £100.

The head of an English school who desires to remain anonymous 
has offered a prize of £100 f or the best “ lesson’’ in the form of an 
essay or statement of from 1,500 or 2,000 words suitable for use 
in schools or with young people, explaining the guiding principles 
enunciated in Sir Norman Angell’s three books: “ The Great Illusion,” 
“ The Unseen Assassins,” and “ Preface to Peace.".

Those not formally engaged in the teaching profession may 
compete, but teachers, students in training colleges or in 
theological colleges, all those indeed whose work is concerned 
with teaching, exposition and explanation, will be especially 
interested.

The judges will be Professor Gilbert Murray, the "Headmaster of 
Rugby, Sir Philip Gibbs, and the author of the books.

The donor is arranging for a cheap edition of the most expensive 
of the three books to be available to competitors. All particulars 
can be obtained from the publishers, Messrs. Heinemann, or Messrs. 
Hamish Hamilton, or from Lecture Management, Ltd., 102-105/ 
•Shoe Lane, London, E.C.4.

The term’s work of the junior Branch of the High School of 
Glasgow included addresses by a Norwegian, a Swede, an American, 
a Japanese, and. an Indian—in addition-to a him-on “The-League 
and Malaria.”

Excellent work is being done by the “Peaceams ” which 
are operating from the Congregational Church, Ealing Green. 
These teams, which comprise five members, visit other churches 
and societies. Each of these delegates speaks for five minutes 
only, and each takes a different: viewpoint, one representing a 
mother, another a teacher, others speaking as a pacifist, a journa
list, a commonsense business man, etc. Good results have already 
been obtained in this way both from the point of view of member
ship, and also, that of getting the various types of societies into 
touch with each other regarding the Peace problems.
■ An annual Essay Competition was started in. 1930 by the Educa
tion Committee of the L.R.F. In that year, some 450 essays 
were received'; in 1934, 1 ;220 essays were sent in from 60 schools, 
a certain number of which were not Junior Branches of the L.N.U. 
Any boy or girl up to the age of 19’K can enter the competition, 
whether a. member of the L.N.U. or not,-the only restriction being 
that no essay sent from outside the L.R.F. area is considered. 
Miss Winifred Holt by kindly acted as final judge in 1934, 293 
certificates being awarded..

The Chippenham Secondary School .Branch-makes a point of 
sending representatives to as many Union activities as possible. 
This year, a pupil has attended the Budleigh SaltertonCamp Council 
for Youth Groups and Junior Branches, organised by the South- 
West Regional Council; two are to attend the Nansen Pioneer 
Camp; and one is going to the Junior School at Geneva in August. 
The funds to cover the expenses involved have been raised by the 
fine efforts of theTown and Junior. Branches. This excellent method 
of building up the interest of young people in the League of Nations 
might well be copied almost everywhere throughout the United 
Kingdom.

Council’s Vote
The following Branches have completed, their Council’s vote 

payments for 1934:—
Bishop’s Stortford, Coalville, Cockermouth, Great Horton, Hurst- 

pierpoint, Liphook,. Newcastle-under-Lyme, Ongar, Patterdale, 
Penrith,-Peacehaven, Rottingdean, Sedbergh, Uckfield, Wadhurst, 
Wakefield.

For 1935:—
Attleborough, Aldwincle, Beanington, Burpham, Crawley Down, 

Fakenham, Harston, Hathem, Hambleden, Gledholt (Meth.), 
Huddersfield,. Lavenham, Littleport, Mortimer, Pitsford, Shirley, 
Syresham.

OVERSEAS NOTES
U.S.A.

We regret to -record the death on May 21, 1935,,of Miss Jane 
Addams. Miss Addams was one of the winners of the Nobel Peace 
Prize and honorary International President of the Women’s . Inter
national League for Peace and Freedom.
' During the international broadcast on May 3 Viscount Cecil 
and Mr. Arthur Henderson, speaking from London, M. Paul Boncour 
from Paris, Madame Krupskaya and Madame Litvinoff from 
Moscow, Prince Tokugawa from Tokyo, Mr. Norman Davis from 
New York, and Hon., Josephine Roche and Mrs.'Harold L. Ickles 
from Washington, all congratulated Miss Addams, whose, seventy
fifth birthday fell on that day.
GREECE.

We regret to announce also the death of Dr. Andrew Andreades, 
the eminent President of, the Greek League of Nations Society, 
which occurred at Athens on May 29 at the age of 58. Only a 
few weeks ago Dr. Andreades had resigned his post of Professor of 
the Faculty of Law at Athens University on account of ill-health. 
He frequently attended meetings of the International Federation.
HOLLAND.

Mr. F. L. Whelen, speaker for the League of Nations Union, 
attended a reception at the Peace House at the Hague on Monday, 
April 15. Among those present were Dr. ter Meulen, Librarian of the 
Peace Palace, the officials of the Peace House/some members of the 
'Netherlands League of Nations Society, and one of the delegates to 
the Disarmament Conference. Mr. Whelen gave a report on the 
Peace Ballot, which was received with great interest.

WELSH NOTES
• The Annual-Conference of the Welsh Council,, held at Rhyl on 

June 14. and 15, was ’attended by a record gathering of Branch 
representatives from all parts of Wales and Monmouthshire.

Lord Davies and Lord Allen of Hurtwood addressed’ a crowded 
audience at the chief public meeting of the Conference, which was 
one of the finest meetings ever held in the Principality.

A Public Education Conference was an important part of the 
programme, and was addressed by Mr. E. H. Jones, M.A. (the 
retiring President of the Welsh Council), and the Rev. Gwilym 
Davies, M.A.

The closing meeting of the Conference, at which Miss Emily 
Matthews, J.P., presided, took the form of a Festival of Youth, 
wherein the schools of the area provided an excellent programme 
of international items.

Lord Davies was elected President of the Welsh Council for the 
coming year.

BROADCASTING NOTES
An important broadcast on July 4 will be a relay of the Speeches 

bf Welcome to the Empire Parliamentary Association Delegates by 
the Prime Minister, the Rt. Hon. Stanley-Baldwin, and reply by the 
Hon. R. G. Menzies, K.C., Attorney-General and Minister f or Industry 
of the Commonwealth of Australia, following the luncheon at West
minster Hall. A description of the scene will be given by Edward 
Halliday.

Foreign affairs will this month be dealt'with on July 1 and 15 and 
29 by Sir Frederick Whyte, while on the 8th and 22nd the speaker 
will be Mr. F. A. Voigt.

The B.B.C., in conjunction with the. Columbia Broadcasting 
System of the U.S.A., is broadcasting a further series of “Trans
atlantic Bulletins,” on similar lines to those broadcast in February 
and March of this year. The speakers from this country will be Sir 
Frederick Whyte, in July ; Mr. S. K. Ratcliffe, in August ; and 
Commander King-Hall, in September, The speaker from America 
will again be Mr. Raymond Swing, Editor and Washington corre
spondent of the “ Nation.”

COME TO GENEVA!
A postcard to the Secretary, League ’ of Nations 

Union, 15 Grosvenor Crescent, London, S.W.l, will 
secure copies of illustrated leaflets describing the 
following visits

August 18 to 24. The Geneva Institute of International Relations. 
This is the most important short lecture-course on international 
relations held in Europe during the summer. It meets in the 
League of Nations Secretariat and International Labour'Office. .

This year the Institute will examine frankly and critically the 
history of the attempt to establish a collective system.

In conjunction with the Institute, the following separate con- 
ferences will be held. Members attending them will have the right 
to take part in all the work of the Institute.

August 14 to 18. A Conference on Training for World Citizen
ship. Attendance is open to schoolmasters and schoolmistresses, 
lecturers and students in Teachers’ Training Colleges, and others 
(including leaders of Junior Branches) engaged in’educational work.

August 18 to 28. An International Conference of University 
Students organised by the British Universities League of Nations 
Society (to whom all inquiries should be addressed at 15, Grosvenor 
Crescent,’S.W.I.).

August 1 to 11. A Junior Summer School for boys and girls 
from the Upper Forms of Public and Secondary Schools. The 
Headmaster of Westminster will this year be Warden of the Boys’ 
Hostel at the College de la Grande Boissiere. Girls will stay at 
la Residence. The school provides a series of lectures and dis
cussions on post-war history and modern international relations. .

A revised announcement giving particulars of reduced charges 
for the Junior Summer School is now available.

The picturesque old city of Geneva is the gateway to 
the Alps and attractive lake and mountain excursions 
are .arranged in connection with all these schools. For 
members of Youth Groups reduced rates are available 
for attendance at the Geneva Institute, followed by one 
week’s holiday in a mountain chalet at Vers l’Eglise.

OR VISIT MOSCOW!
Saturday, August 31, to September 21. Visit to Russia, to meet 

Russian people, see Leningrad and Moscow, and study educa
tional methods. 2nd class, £36. 3rd class, £22.

UNION MEMBERSHIP
Terms of Subscriptions

AU,members. are entitled to the free use of the Union’s lending 
library.

Foundation Membership is the financial backbone of the Union. 
All who are able and willing are besought to become Foundation 
Members; any subscription above the absolute minimum helps both 
local and national funds more than is generally realised.

Corporate Membership (for Churches, Societies, Guilds, Clubs and 
Industrial Organisations) costs £1 a year, in return for which a 
nominee is entitled to receive, for the use of the Organisation, 
Headway and such other publications as are supplied to Foundation 
Members. (Corporate Membership does not apply to Wales or 
Monmouthshire.)

In many households several persons are members of the Union. 
Where one copy of each Union publication is sufficient for-the family 
the Head Office will be glad to receive an intimation.

Inquiries and applications for membership should be addressed to 
a local Branch, District or County Secretary; or to Head Office, 
15, J Grosvenor Crescent, London, S.W.1. Telegraphic address : 
Freenat, Knights, London. Telephone number : SLOane 6161.
Foundation Members: £1 a year (minimum). (To include 

Headway, the journal of the Union, monthly, by 
post, and specimen copies of the pamphlets and 
similar literature issued by the Union.)

Registered Members : 5s. or more a year. (To include Headway, 
or, if preferred, one of the subsidiary journals of the 
Union, by post, and occasional important notices.) 
♦ 3s. 6d. or more a year. (To include Headway, 
or, if preferred, one of the subsidiary journals of the 
Union, by post.)

Ordinary Members : Is. a year minimum.
Life Members: £25.

* In Wales and Monmouthshire the minimum subscription for 
Registered Members is 5s. Particulars of the work can be had from 
The Secretary, Welsh National Council, League of Nations Union, 
10, Museum Place, Cardiff,
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The Anglo-German Naval Agreement
Exchange of Notes between Great Britain, and Germany

Sir Samud Hoare; tp H&rr vonRibbentrbp
Foreign Office; June 18, 1935.

During the last few days the representatives of the 
German Government; and-His Majesty’s Government in 
the United Kingdom have been engaged in conversa- 
tions, the primary purpose of which has been to prepare 
the way for the holding of a general conference on the 
subject of the limitation of naval.armaments. I have 
now much pleasure in notifying your Excellency of 
the formal acceptance, by His Majesty's Government 
in the United Kingdom of the proposal of the German 
Government discussed at those conversations-that the 
future strength of the German Navy in relation to the 
aggregate naval strength of the Members of the British 
Commonwealth of Nations should be in the proportion 
of 35:100. His Majesty’s Governmentin the United 
Kingdom regard this proposal as a Contribution of the 
greatest importance to the cause of future naval limita
tion. They further believe that,the agreement which 
they have now reached with the German Government, 

, and which they regard as a permanent and definite 
: agreement as from to-day between the two Govern- 
ments, will facilitate the conclusion of a general agree
ment on the subject of naval limitation between all 
the nay al Towers'of the world.

2. His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom 
also,agree,with the explanations which were furnished 
by the German representatives in the course of the 
recent discussions in London as to the method of appli
cation of this principle. These explanations may be 
summarised as follows .’

(a) The ratio of 35 : 100 is to be a permanent rela- 
' tionship, i.e., the total tonnage of the German fleet 
shall never exceed a percentage of 35 of the aggregate 

, tonnage of the naval forces, as defined by treaty, of 
the Members of the British Commonwealth of Nations, 
or, if there should in future be no treaty limitations of 
this tonnage, a. percentage oU35 of'the aggregate of 
the actual tonnages of - the Members of the British 
Commonwealth of Nations.

(b) If any future general treaty of naval limitation 
should not. adopt themethod of,limitation byagreed 
ratios between the fleets of different Powers, the 
German Government will not insist on the incorpora
tion of "the ratio mentioned in the preceding sub
paragraph in such future general J treaty,,provided that 
the methodtherein adopted for the future limitation of 
naval armaments is such as to give Germany full 
guarantees that this ratio can be maintained. '

(c): Germanywill adhere to the ratio 35:100 all 
circumstances, eg., the ratio will not be affected by 
the construction of other Powers. If the general 
equilibrium of naval armaments, as normally main
tained in thd past, shquljl be violently" upsetby any 
abnormal and exceptional construction by other Powers, 
the German Government reserve the right to invite 
His Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom to 
examine the, new1 situation thus created.
(d) The German Governmentfavour, in the matter 

: of limitation of navalarmaments, that system which 
divides naval vessels into categories,fixing the maximum 
tonnage and/or armament for vessels in each category, 
and allocates the tonnage to be allowed to each Power 
by categories of vessels. Consequently, in principle, 
and subject te(f) below:,the German Government’ are 
prepared to apply the 35 per' cent. ratio to thetonriage 
of each category ofvessel to be .maintained, and to 
make any variation of this ratio in a particular category 

or categories dependent on the arrangements to this 
end that may be ■arrived at in a future general treaty 
on naval ]imitation,; such arrangements being based 
on the principle that any increase in one category 
would be compensated for by a corresponding reduction 
in others. If no general treatyron naval limitation 
should. be concluded, or if the future general treaty 
should not contain provision creating limitation by 
categories, the manner and degree in which the German 
Government will have the right to vary the 35 per cent, 
ratio in one or more categories will be a matter for 
settlement by agreement between the German Govern
ment and His Majesty’s Government in the United 
Kingdom, in the light of the naval situation then 
existing. ’

(e) If, and for so long as, other important naval 
Powers retain a single category for cruisers and 
destroyers, Germany shall enjoy the right to have a 
single category for these two classes of vessels, although 
she would prefer to see these classes in two categories.

(J) In the matter of submarines, however, Germany, 
while not exceeding the ratio of 35 :100 in respect of 
total tonnage, shall have the right to possess a sub
marine tonnage equal to the total submarine tonnage 
possessed by the Members ’of' the British Common
wealth of Nations. The German Government,' however, 
undertake that, except in the circumstances indicated 
in the immediately following sentence, Germany’s 
submarine tonnage shall not exceed 45 per cent, of the 
total of that possessed by the Members of the British 
Commonwealth of Nations. The German Government 
reserve theright, in the event. of a situation arising 
which in their opinion makesitnecessary for Germany 
to avail herself of her right to a percentage of sub
marine, tonnage exceeding the 45 per cent. above men
tioned, to give notice to this effect to-His Majesty’s 
Government in the. Uni ted Kingdom, and agree that 
the matter shall be the subject of friendly discussion 
before the German Government exercise that right.
., (g) Since it is highly improbable that the calculation 

of the 35 per cent, ratio should give for each category 
of vessels tonnage figures exactly divisible by the 
maximum individual tonnage permitted for ships in 
that category, it may be necessary that adjustments 
should be made in Order' fhat 'Getmany shalUnbt be 
debarred from utilising her tonnage to the full. • It has 
consequently been agreed that the German Government 
and His Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom 
will settle , by common accord what adjustments are 
necessary for this purpose, and it is understood that 
this procedure shall not result in any substantial or 
permanent departure from the ratio 35 :100 in respect 
of total strengths. L

3. .With reference to sub-paragraph (c) of the explana
tions setout above,I havei the honour to inform you; 
that His Majesty’s Government in the United Kingdom 
have taken note of, the reservation‘ and recognisethe 
right th erein set out,, on the: understanding that. the 
35: 100 ratio will be maintained in default of agreement; 
to the contrary between the two Governments.

„ Herr, von Jtibbmtrbp in.Jiis :
answer to Sir Samuel Hoare, says:

The German Government, for their part, are also of the 
opinion that the; agreement at which they have now arrived with 
His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom, and which : 
they regard as a permanentand definite- agreement with effect 
from to-day between the twoGovernmente, will facilitate 7 the 
conclusion 'of a generalagreement on this question ‘between all 
the naval Powers of 'the world. • . - -

Published by.theUrAgyc.oNamzoxs VXToX,’15Grosvenor Crescent, S.W.1, andprinted in Great Britain by The Avenue Press (L. Upcott Gill & Sos, 
"D " 66 67 Drury Lane, W.C A Applications for Advertisement space to FaEDk. B. POTTER, Ltd., Aldwych House, Aldwych, London, W.c..


