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BERNARD SHAW GREETS BEAVER 
N.U.S.  Bangor Congress  
-TOTEM AND TABOO-
GjHOULD boo university students in Congress have a licensed bar? 

1 his, the crucial problem of the Congress, was resolved in the 
accepted and traditional Welsh manner. Mr. Lloyd Jones, represent
ing the Free Church Council, opposed the Bangor students' applica
tion, stating that It is alien to the traditions on which the Welsh 
University was founded." Yet another Free Church Council member 
said that he viewed the idea with " surprise and horror," and the 
magistrate, adjudicating in favour of tradition and dignity, refused a 
licence. 

Yet perhaps the most intriguing 
part of the Congress was the journey 
from Euston to Bangor. Standing at 
the entrance to platform No. 12 a 
very solemn ticket collector gravely 
informed me as I bundled through 
the gates with but a few seconds in 
hand, " Yus, mate, that's them big 
schoolkids' train." And the journey, 
at least in my compartment, proved 
how very near the truth he was. At 
a glance it was apparent that we were 

—brg 
bound for Bangor—although no col
lege insignia were visible—yet there 
was an atmosphere of dubious hesi
tancy : no one dare risk a frank 
question—just in case. . . . We sat, 
read, i dgeted, looked out of the 
window, pretended to be asleep; we 
went, in fact, through the whole 
gamut of tricks at the disposal of the 
conventional British traveller, with
out his easy grace of maturity, in a 
pseudo-dignified attempt to avoid 
mentioning the questions which were 
racing through our minds. At Gol-
wyn Bay, 200 or so miles from 
London, the ice was broken. " It's 
raining," someone remarked—and, of 
course, it was. . But this conventional 
incursion into conversation ended 
there, and at journey's end we dis
persed, doubtless embarrassed by our 
social inhibitions, into Bangor's rain
swept streets. 

"  R. T .O ."  DOCUMENTATION 

The arrangements for our accom
modation were made with remarkable 
efficiency. One was left with the im
pression that behind the facade of 
documentation and registration an 
omniscient presence, trained at an 
R.T.O. Military School, smiled be
nignly. On our arrival we were 
handed cards showing us exactly 
where we were to reside for the dura
tion of the Congress, and a large 
street map of Bangor passively in
formed us of the most direct route. 
As we trudged off in the fading light 
to our destinations we were supremely 
conscious of the fact that rain in 
Bangor was no less wet than rain 
anywhere else. 

Nevertheless, despite this some
what cheerless welcome, the Con
gress was largely successful. While 
there were, it is true, minor irritants, 
particularly in the programme altera
tions and cancellations, a generally 
Ingh standard of performance was 
maintained both by the guest speakers 
and by the student contributors, and 
the competence with which all last-
minute rearrangements were made 
cannot be praised too highly. 

1 he theme to which the Congress 
was dedicated was "The Student, his 
Studies and his Nation." The four 
morning' plenary sessions, addressed 
by the four principal guest speakers 
17r I, if fl0'1- A- Marquand, 

•C., Ml ; Mr. Ben Bowen Thomas; 
A'r. John Lowe, of the Conservative 
Central Office; and Mr. C. R. 
Morns, Vice-Chancellor of the Leeds 
University—examined the relation
ship which the student has to his 
-National Economy, to his National 
Culture, to. his Nation and Peace' 
and, finally, to himself and his studies 
In the afternoon it was possigle to 
attend either the Congress-organised 

discussion groups, in which the morn
i n g  p l e n a r y  s u b j e c t  w a s  m o r e  
thoroughly debated, or any one of 
the college faculty meetings or stu
dent society discussion groups. It 
was, in fact, extremely difficult to 
pass through any one day without 
finding a person.-' Interest, if not in 
the theme of ' 'enary, at least in 
one of the extraneous groups meetings; 
indeed, it may well be a valid criticism 
that too ,'wy interesting people"were 

- -mlntr—trpmr—r^nVLn—sii.v^r-_ 
gent faiths at one and the same time. 

To preserve a proper balance be
tween mental and physical effort, the 
Congress relied upon the conven
tional methods of social intercourse. 
Several dances were held; a sports 
programme was arranged; and on 
Sunday evening a magnificent con
cert, m the true Welsh tradition, was 
provided. Sunday was indeed a full 
day for many. Motor trips to 
various parts of North Wales were 
arranged, while the more adventurous 
spirits undertook a safari to Dublin. 
Throughout the Congress stu
dents indulged in spontaneous, if 
sometimes embarrassing, community 
singing. 

N A OMI AND RENEE 

I he first plenary session, on Wed
nesday morning, was devoted to an 
examination of " The Student and 
his National Economy." The Rt 
Hon. H. A. Marquand, PC., M.P., 
who introduced the subject with 
what was later described as " the 
best talk that f have heard in the 
three Congresses which I have at
tended, traced the devolpment of the 
expansion of higher education and 
exhorted students to partake in their 
local organisations—youth clubs and 
study groups—in an effort to secure 
what he termed " neighbourhood 
democracy." The L.S.E. was very 
effectively represented at this session 
by the contributions of Toe Ball, 
Naomi Greenburg and Renee Nathan. 
In reply to one particular point made 
by the L.S.E. representatives relat
ing to graduate unemployment, Mr. 
Marquand expressed the opinion that 
students were inclined to^regard this 
matter with undue,, apprehension. 
" One should," he said; " utilise the 
first year or so after - graduation 
knocking about the world' in order 

to gain experience." 

" Socialism will abolish classes : 
Beaver should organise the sets"—G.B.S. 

. 
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Ayot Saint Lawrence, 
Welwyn, Herts. 

T H E  ITALIAN PROBLEM 

The afternoon sessions were a 
mixed bag. The place of Science in 
Upland Farming; English Studies and 
the Individual; and meetings held by 
the history, social sciences and educa
tion faculties. Concurrently, the local 
cinema, in deference to the aesthetic 
tastes of the student world, sponsored 
a series of continental films of the 

Vivere in Pace," " Four Steps in 
the Cloud" vintage. This external 
competition proved far too seduc
tive for many of the Congress stu-

• dents and one of the few rainless 
afternoons was spent in anxious ten
sion as ' student-Italian chased its 
lirnited vocabulary across the flicker-
in;.? lights. 

The second day of the Congress 
was primarily notable for the fact 
that there was no plenary session. 
The normal procedure was reversed 
—faculty and group discussions were 
held in the morning and the afternoon 
was intended for sport. Unfortu
nately, all outdoor sport is at the 
mercy of the weather, and the Thurs
day afternoon programme became the 
tesr case: TTfe~1rocRey pitch was" 
waterlogged and the boat race was 
cancelled because of choppy water in 
the Straits. It was possible, how
ever, to hold the table tennis tourna
ment. 

The Cultural Forum, designed as 
an introduction to the following day's 
plenary session, was regrettably can
celled as the participants were unable 
to make the journey to Bangor. In 
its place the Congress organisers im
provised a Rag Debate on the motion 
that " Scientists are not quate nithe," 
a debate that was notable more for 
its farce than its sophistication. 

The plenary session on Friday was 
the most eagerly-awaited session of 
the whole Congress. " The Student 
and his National Culture " is the ideal 
basis for casuistry. Culture was pro
claimed national, international, an 
absolute, an ultimate, a synonym for 
civilisation, the antithesis of civilisa
tion, and, finally, incapable of defini
tion. At the end of this most 
enjoyable discussion, two inescapable 
conclusions emerged : that the student 
who " grew suspicious" of any at
tempted definition of culture did so 
for very sound reasons; and that the 
originator of the phrase " we murder 
to dissect" was, whether he knew it 
or not, a very able prophet. 

RENEE AGAIN 

During Friday afternoon the 
National Social Science Students' 
Association held its Annual General 
Meeting. As this is being dealt with 
more fully by Miss Renee Nathan in 
a special article, may it be sufficient 
to say that the delegates from the 
L.S.E. appeared to be more tolerant, 
amenable and knowledgable than 
those from other colleges. 

In the evening, students .of Gold
smiths' College gave two perfor
m a n c e s  _  o f  A n d r e  O b e y ' s  p l a y  
" Lucretia." This was apparently 
very well received, and " Congress 
News" contained an appreciative 
criticism of it. The size of the audi
ence was necessarily restricted by the 
accommodation available; but 
for this, the play would have been 
more widely appreciated. 

Saturday passed in much the same 
manner as the previous Thursday; 
the morning discussion groups, "the 
common round, the daily task," 
merrily ambled through their allotted 
time, and the afternoon was again 
devoted to sport. This time "the 
weather was in more engaging mood, 
and the tennis tournament was allowed 
to reach the semi-final stage. Only 
one member of the L.S.E. detach
ment—a girl—took part in any of the 
recognised sports, although two mem
bers of " Beaver" Staff were seen 
with their jackets off furtively kick
ing a football. 

In this, the first edition of " Beaver " we asked George Bernard Shaw if 
he would care to contribute. Despite our intimation that we were really after 
an article, Mr. Shaw sent us one of his inimitable postcards. We are, however, 
grateful for such recognition and would like to take this opportunity to 
thank him for Ins major contributions to provocative thought. 

NAOMI AGAIN 

tir the evening tiie L.S.E. came into 
its own again. The Student Political 
Forum contained two of its mem
bers :—Naomi Greenburg, represent
ing the Student Labour Federation, 
and Ken Watkins representing the 
Communist Party. Although it is im
possible to report the Forum more 
fully, this quotation from the subse
quent issue of " Congress News" is 
an admirable summary. It was . . . 
" altogether, a most most enjoyable 
evening, resulting from that rare 
mixture—politics and good manners." 

As a relaxation from the political 
tension, the Congress then dissolved 
into what was described as a " Blazer 
Dance." " Beaver," not possessing a 
blazer, toyed idly with the idea of 
wearing a striped silk pyiama jacket, 
but its natural sensitiveness 
triumphed, and it became distin
guished as one of the few sedately 
dressed dancers. 

The most serious administrative 
failure occurred on Sunday. The 
Lord Bishop of Bangor had very 
kindly consented to lead the Congress 
service in the Cathedral, but had ap
parently not been informed that the 
majority of the students would be 
leaving Bangor for Snowdonia 
shortly ,before lunch. Unwittingly, 
he retained the full service, and his 
sermon was delivered to an almost 

empty church—some of the students 
rather disgracefully, and certainly 
in necessarily, leaving before .the col
lection ! It is to be hoped that the 
N.U.S. Executive expressed their 
regret to the Lord Bishop for such an 
unfortunate incident. 

Continued on back, page. 

STOP PRESS 

The Council motions on the 
U.T.C. and the Refectory Report 
will be presented to the Union 
tonight, Thursday, 5th May. . 

The Union Council Election 
Results — R. Moody 201 votes 

I. Strong 143 votes 

F, Rudd 85 votes 
Invalid 1 vote 

Total papers cast—232 
R. Moody and I. Strong are 

thereby elected to Council. 

Miss Jeanne Stillaway has 
accepted the post of Publicity 
Officer. We wonder why ! 

Write for • 

T H E  S P E C T A T O R  
THE SPECTATOR believes that there are plenty of 
undergraduates who have a talent for writing. It is 
backing its belief by devoting a page of its space 
each week, to articles contributed by undergraduates of 
any university or university college in Great Britain. A 
fee of eight guineas will be paid for each article published. 

WRITERS may take whatever subject they like — 
broad or narrow, political or literary, social or auto
biographical. The best article received each week will 
be published. Even the second-best possibly may be. 

ARTICLES should be about 1400 words in length, 
need not necessarily be typewritten, and should be 
addressed to: 

The Editor of THE SPECTATOR, 
99, Gower Street, London, W.C.I 

envelopes being marked " Undergraduate," 

For Undergraduates who would like a copy of THE SPECTATOR each week, 
there is a special subscription rate of lis. per annum instead of 30s. 
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The first part of the venture has 
succeeded : " Beaver" has gone to 
print. In its new form it has in
evitably lost some of the character 
of the older version—the " mural 
Beaver," as Val Sherman calls it 
elsewhere—-"but in some respects such 
a loss is not to be regretted. Articles 
which now appear should be more 
thoroughly prepared and more dis
criminating than was previously the 
case; it should be possible to interest 
far more students in the diverse 
activities undertaken by their fellow 
students; and the physical strain in
curred in reading the paper no longer 
exists. 

It is on the second count that 
"Beaver" will be most severely 
tested. If it fails to induce a more 
cohesive atmosphere amtsng the 
students, if the same appalling 
lethargy prevails despite the appear
ance of " Beaver," then it has not 
justified its existence. We hope that 
it will justify it. 

One essential to all activity—be it 
only perfect competition—is readily 
available knowledge. In this respect 
the various Society Secretaries in the 
School can help considerably. If they 
will, inform any member of the 
" Beaver" Staff (in writing) of their 
Society's activities during the current 
month, we will do our best to print 
them. In this way the average student 
will more readily appreciate the in
teresting events which take place daily 
at the L.S.E., without having to rely 
upon inadequate and unaesthetic 
poster advertisement which, in most 
cases, is seen only when the event 
has taken place. In short, " Beaver's " 
task is to prevent students from 
" stewing too long in their several 
juices," as Mr. Bernard Shaw re
marks on the front page. 

In order to achieve this we propose 
to continue the column entitled 
" Controversy," to which, although 
articles will normally be by request, 
anybody may contribute simply by 
pointing a gun at the Editor. We 
further propose to invite Societies to 
report the more important meetings 
which they hold, particularly those 
to which eminent speakers are in
vited. 

In case, however, we appear to be 
in danger of taking ourselves too 
seriously, Jon Blot, our roving Mar-
ginalist, will continue to probe 
secluded corners and disclose furtive 
desires which might otherwise escape 
notice. 

" Beaver" has changed its face 
and at the same time it has changed 
its procedure. Letters must now 
reach " Beaver" office by 4.30 p.m. 
the day after each issue if they are 
intended for publication in the next 
issue. They should be short and to the 
point; normally no letter of over 200 
words will be accepted, although for 
an important subject it should be 
possible to reshape the contribution 
in the form of a special article. 

And now we're keeping our fingers 
crossed. 

EDITOR. 

si W£ft 
A5SOCIA 

DAILY HEARST 

'  AND SO GENTLEMEN, EITHER WE SINK OUR DIFFERENCES AND STAND TOGETHER 
OR THIS NEW PUBLICATION '  BEAVER ', WILL PUT US ALL OUT OF BUSINESS ! " 

Jttarjftnalta 
AT THE OSTRICH 

Mr. Leo Pheasant, the Ostrich 
Club's dynamic chairman, leaned 
back in his chair, puffing at a 
foot-long cigar. 

" The Beaver County Council 
Elections?" he said to the dense 
crowd of reporters. ''' Obviously 
the writing in the sand for the 
Moles. For 15 years they have 
swindled, oppressed, underfed 
and undereducated the people of 
Beaver County. Enough is too 
much; now the Ostriches, carry
ing the banner of democracy, free 
rights, enterprise and cheaper 
mansions, have won the day. We 
have stormed the ramparts; we 
have routed the enemy; we have 

"Eh? Our programme? Well—• 
er, hrrmph, ugh, glug, tsk—of 
course we cannot commit our
selves in advance, but I can 
assure that the matter is under 
the 'most active consideration. 
Economy, of course, is the thing. 
Without economy we can do 
nothing. In fact, without 
economy, we should be forced to 
throw up schools, hospitals, 
clinics, playing fields and other 
awkward things at the same in
discriminate rate as the Moles 
have been doing—and that, Sirs, 
would not be British. Economy 
and fair play—that's our motto. 
First things first is our faith. 

" What are the first things? 
Well—er—perhaps you'd better 
ask Sir Hersey Paris." 

SHERMY RIDES AGAIN 
Shermy, the smooth Serb, can

tered slowly into the frontier town 
of Biva. Heading for the Rue du 
Rideau, he drew up his horse in 
front of Charlie Staines' place: 
Charlie, as you know, is the local 
undertaker, and Shermy's best 
friend and counsellor. 

" How's things, Charlie?" 
asked .Shermy, edging shyly 
round the door. 

" Bad, very bad," said 
Charlie. "Up in the West End 
the Plebs are being exploited right 
and left by those Cappies from 
across the water. Working as 
regular as clockwork, they are, 
and what are they getting? Food 
and high wages, that's all. No 
sense of proportion, some folks 
haven't." 

" Yeah, no sense of propor
tion," echoed Shermy, idly kick
ing the cat. " And how are you 
doing this end of town, Charlie?" 
he asked. 

" Fine, just fine," said Charlie. 
" 'Course we don't eat that much 
and lots of folks is drifting up to 

—the West End: 

Ember's 

l̂ ansarii 
17.3.49 — 21.3.49 

The meeting, which was continued 
on Monday evening, was one of the 
best the Union has seen; what a shame 
that attendance was comparatively 
small. For once we ceased to be 
divided into two " camps," the advan
cing proletariat and the irremovable 
capitalists, and became students, dis
cussing our affairs and those of 
others with reasonable sincerity, 
seriousness, and a sense of humour. 
The level of discussion was high, the 
atmosphere was less soap-box than 
University. 

Our " Greek" motion of the pre
vious week, protesting against the 
further atrocities by the Greek 
government, was discussed and rati-

FRENCH POLITICS 
FROM THE INSIDE 
L.S.E. at Lille (and Paris) 
TVOT even Jeanne was smiling 

that grey Friday morning on 
Victoria Station. We, the Govern
ment Department, looked more 
like a contingent for Dachau than 
a party of bright British students 
about to visit a foreign university. 
Perhaps it was the time: 7 a.m. 
is a beastly hour to be alive on 
Victoria Station. Heavy eye met 
heavy eye and no hearts sang. 

But then we boarded the train; 
and as it chuffed merrily along, as the 
sun got warmer and as we were not 
entirely to be outshone by Moosh 
.(arret (who, to be sure, was in con
tinuous session), we began to talk to 
and even to smile at each other. By 
Calais we were positively hilarious 
and excited. 

It was a good crossing. By a 
curious anomaly, most of us tra
velled First, but, like good democrats, 
we slummed with our humbler com
rades in Second (or was it even 
Third?), and broke bread with them. 
And was it Ogg himself, when a 
rather superior female student asked 
whether we were having lunch on 
board, who said : " Yes, have a sand
wich ? " 

We got to Lille around tea-time, 
and after a short reception at the 
Faculte de Droit (whose guests we 
were) we met our various hosts. (I 
Stayed cn pension in the old Rue 
Colbert.) There was a dark, long
haired madman there, wandering 
silently round the house all day, 
laughing to himself. But Madam 
was old and charming, and sat with 
me at breakfast every morning, knit
ting and telling me how the British 
and the French must be good friends 
for the peace of Europe. 

fied, two leading L.S.E. conservatives, 
Colin Beale and Mr. Grouse, suppor- T> r . .1 

. , ted the motion. Suain >^^leferredJ_-i^l[f^j'Kg^ 
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no better.—but we're down to the 
fifteen-hour day now, and in no 
time at all we'll be getting a day 
off." 

" That's great," said Shermy. 
" Well, I'll be getting along. 
Anything you want, Charlie?" 
he asked. 

" No, can't think of anything 
right now," said Charlie. " 'Cept 
I'm running short of corpses. You 
might bring a few in some time." 

" Sure thing, Charlie; anything 
you say. So long," said Shermy, 
leaving the room on his stomach. 

TOBY IN PARIS 

Mr. Toby Braid, L.S.E.'s most 
eligible bachelor, has been on a 
world tour for the British Sar
torial Association. His latest call 
has been to Paris, where he gave 
an address to the Chamber of 
Deputies on " Profiles in 
Politics." 

Speaking in gorgeous French, 
Mr. Braid said: " We two 
countries have a great common 
cause. We must slowly create be
tween us a proud heritage, a more 
perfect union; and this task must 
be a labour, not only of necessity, 
but of love—a marriage of true 
minds with but a single purpose. 

And the little blonde in the 
front row stood up and squeaked: 
" Oh oui, bravo, oui, encore, bis, 
trop vrai, vous etes me disant, 
oh la la. . . ." She was carried 
out immediately, foaming at the 
mouth, crying: " Vive L'Entente 
Tobienne." Mr. Braid was visibly 
moved but managed to continue 
his iddress. 

Liter there was a special per
formance at the Folies Bergere in 
Mr. Braid's honour; and after the 
interval he was persuaded to sit 
alone on the stage while the 
chorus screamed and stamped in 
the stalls. 

There were no casualties. 

JON BLOT. 

WORK I I ! 

the spirit, Mr. Dobeson, led an at
tack on the motion. Mr. Dobeson 
thinks highly of Franco, and there
fore feels that when Franco executes 
someone they deserve it. Mr. Mar-
ston, well known for his objectivity, 
pointed out that communists were 
being shot, so that when Mr. Sher
man asked the union to protest on 
the grounds that they and the victims 
were anti-Franco, he was being dis
honest. 

The meeting, however, agreed that 
communists should not be shot, and 
Mr. Sherman, who can hardly be ac
cused of keeping his political affilia
tions a secret, explained that he felt 
very strongly when communists were 
killed, since they were struggling, 
according to their lights, for the good 
of mankind, but that he hoped that 
the Franco terror would remain 
anathema to the overwhelming 
majority of students, in keeping with 
their fine traditions of 1936-39. 

BACKSTAIRS 
PEACEMAKING 

Then a Naomi-sponsored white 
dove flew around, hoping to be let in, 
but the majority said no. This does 
not mean they are not for peace; but 
it was rather short notice and many 
seemed suspicious. The President 
gave an assurance that the Confer
ence would be discussed in the Union 
during the coming term, and sat on 
Mr. Grouse, who seemed to equate 
peace with high treason. Many 
people were annoyed at the way cer
tain people dragged up the Peace 
Conference on three occasions, hop
ing, as numbers dwindled, to put for
ward a proposal, twice rejected, which 
would have resulted in a delegate be
ing sent to the Conference from 
L.S.E. These backstairs methods 
help nobody; a delegate elected by 
about thirty votes can hardly speak 
for three thousand. Many L.S.E. 
students certainly lack a responsible 
attitude on problems of war and 
peace, but this can be set to right 
only in their presence, not in their 
absence. 

Since Lady-killer (Len Knight was 
sent to the Conference by Holborn 
Trades Council, where he represents 
the L.S.E. A.Sc.W. Society, no one 
should remain very long in suspense. 

Mr. Grouse moved a motion con
demning Chuter Ede for allowing th^ 
Mosley March, protecting it, and 
then using the result as an excuse to 
ban all political processions, but 
numbers by this time having fallen 
to 38, the motion will have to be rein
troduced again this term. 

The next day we started work : that 
is to say. we attended the first of a 
series of lectures, given almost every 
morning in the Faculte, on French 
economics, administration and law. 
I hear they were very good. 

Then almost every afternoon there 
was an excursion to some place of 
interest. In turn we inspected the 
ancient Citadel, the Canal Port, the 

t h e  
a wool 

factory and a coal mine. 
After the visit to the factory, the 

local Chamber of Commerce gave us 
a magnificent lunch at the Grand 
Hotel, Roubaix. It was a regal occa
sion : chair taken by the President of 
the Chamber; British Consul in at
tendance ; speeches right and left; 
Jarrett barely misbehaving; and our 
first real opportunity to make friends. 

Hospitality, we thought, could go 
no further—and indeed it could not. 
But it went just as far, if in a slightly 
different direction, the day we went 
down the mine. Our party (we 
split into two for the day) were en
tertained to lunch by the district 
" Cercle des Ingenieurs." It was a 
stag party, and the Barbary Coast 
knew nothing finer. Space, fortu
nately, does not permit a detailed ac
count of the proceedings. It is suffi
cient to say that for spectacle, France 
has no more to offer. 

B E I N G BRITISH 
AT TEA TIME 

Nor was that all. We also had tea 
with the British Consul (an illumina
ting experience, this : who said the 
Blimp was dead?); cocktails at the 
Faculte de Droit and the Faculte des 
Lettres; and of course innumerable 
evening tours of social observation. 
I hear the Jamieson did some useful 
research. 

It was soon over. On the Tuesday 
night (we left on the Friday morn
ing) we gave a small party for our 
French hosts. They had been very 
kind. It is a thankless job, coping 
with a heterogeneous and not too well-
behaved bunch of foreign students. 
L.S.E. has its work cut out when the 
French come here in October. 

The following evening the French 
students gave a dance in our honour 
and on Thursday evening we had 
farewell cocktails with the Rector be-
fore going on to another dance at the 
Faculte des Lettres. 

That night we bade our fond fare
wells. Some of them were very fond. 

And so to Paris. Here most of us 
stayed at the impressive Cite Univer-
sitaire (why can't we have one.). 
Guided by the fair Frangoise, we 
visited the Chambre des Deputes, the 
Conseil d'Etat, the Conseil de la Re-
publique, and the Palace of Ver
sailles. 

So came Tuesday morning, the 
gloomy 12th. Most of the party went 
home. A few stayed behind, drift
ing back across the Channel one by 
one. I stayed as long as I could. 

Her name was Annette. . . • 

VICTOR'. JOHN HUTCHINSON. 



CantwvM&y, 
As the formation of the University Training Corps—and allied to 

it the general question of National Conscription—became an important 
domestic issue at the close of the Lent Term, we invited two of the 
leading protagonists to express their views. We must emphasise that 
the opinions expressed are personal ones and do not in any way commit 
the political societies of which our contributors are members. 

CONSCRIPTION :  WE SAY NO! 
As one who publically expressed 

disapproval of the recruiting visit to 
tiie L.S.E., T am glad of the invita
tion from " Beaver" to explain the 
fundamental reasons for my opposi
tion. Of course, political opponents 
will take the opportunity to attribute 
the Communist attitude to lack of 
patriotism, and this charge by unend
ing repetition in Press, radio and 
elsewhere has taken in many people. 
Yet a moment's reflection should show 
that this charge is groundless : why 
should we Communists struggle so 
hard and so devotedly if not to im
prove the conditions of our country ? 
Of course, we feel strong bonds with 
our comrades in other parts of the 
world, be they already successful or 
no, but this is precisely because the)' 
are trying to do for their country 
what we hope to do for ours—build 
socialism to ensure peace and well-
being. 

We believe that there is a distinc
tion between patriotism and irrespon
sible jingoism ; most members of the 
L.S.E. Communist Society, it should 
be added, saw service in the recent 
war, and are, therefore, all the more 
determined to prevent another. 

THREATS  TO THE U.S .S .R .  
Our opposition to the Government's 

recruiting policy and extended con
scription is based not on abstract and 
impractical idealism, but on opposi
tion to the policy which has led the 
Government to an unprecedented in
crease in the provision of finance and 
man-power to the armed forces. 
Theory, practice and common sense 
all lead irresistibly to the conclusion 
that the word " defence" in the 
mouths of Mr. Bevin .and his accom
plices is a euphemism, hiding the ugly-
reality of threats to the U.S.S.R. and 
the other countries where capitalism's 
hold has been weakened or sloughed 
off, and unprincipled aggression 
against the colonial peoples, either 
directly, or by the hand of the Dutch 
stooges. 

oncATirrQ-

We cannot believe that our huge 
expenditure in equipping and train
ing the Dutch was a significant con
tribution to the defence of our 
Western way of life, or a satisfac
tory use of men and resources; wc 
oppose the lavish use of man-power 
and materials on an Air Force when 
planes are sent and shot down over 
the Sinai desert inflaming public 
opinion and creating a convenient" in

cident "; we cannot believe that our 
conscripts sweltering in Akaba are 
defending any real interests of the 
British people; our opinon on the use 
of " defense" (sic) forces in Malaya 
is well known to readers of the mural 
" Beaver." Troops maintain a cor
rupt black-marketing regime of ex-
Mussolineans in Trieste against the 
wishes of the Slavian and Italian 
workers alike. Battleships are sent 
blundering into Chinese battles to 
" show the flag," and create yet more 
incidents. And yet people have the 
cool cheek to use the word " neces
sary." 

U.T .C .  MILITARISATION 
With the increase of scope and the 

time-limit of conscription, the forma
tion of the University Training Corps 
is the thin edge of the wedge—a step 
towards the militarisation of our 
Universities. The Officer who spoke 
at the L.S.E. admitted that all those 
who came up after their conscript 
service will be forced to attend com
pulsory parades. Like the pioneers 
of the slogan, " Christian Civilisation 
and Western Kulture," the Military 
and their abbettors will eventually 
turn the Universities into barracks. 

B L IMP OCRATIC 
The peevish threats of a Pecksnif-

fian puppet at the War Office and the 
insatiable greed for toy soldiers of 
the anti-socialist blimpocracy are 
already too obvious to be ignored; 
once they lay their paws on the Uni
versities nothing short of a cataclysm 
will pry them loose. We had better 
fight back now, following the lead 
given by the Aberystwyth students 
and by "the N.U.S. Council. 

ARROGANT AMERICANS 
1 insist that real security for 

Britain lies not in the direction of 
endless military expenditure, nor in 
sateiite status to arrogant American 
psychopaths who alternately boast 
about atom warfare and hide under 

1 £? —ia-uA—i*»—\'• -»*»—iron, 
of our economy, the achievement of 
real independence, friendship with the 
Soviet Union and the socialising 
countries of Eastern Europe and 
China, and by making it plain to the 
Yanks that if they want another war 
they would have to fight it, them
selves. 

Meanwhile, let us tell the Brass-
hats, " Hands off the Universities." 

A. V. SHERMAN. 

CONSCRIPTION: FAUTE DE MIEUX 

In Great Britain today various 
voices are being raised against con
scription. Some people oppose it be
cause they are, in reality, against our 
maintaining any armed forces at all. 
Fortunately, these are only a sir;all 
proportion of the population. Some 
are Communists, who would like to 
see this country unable to resist an 
attack by the U.S.S.R. on ourselves 
or our European allies. Thorez, 
i ogliatti and Pollitt have confirmed 
that they would help the Russian in
vader. The Communists know that 
their party will never come to power 
by constitutional means in a country-
like Great Britain, where the result 
of elections cannot be " rigged" in 
advance. Their only chance would 
be a Russian occupation, as in Poland, 
or an armed insurrection against the 
government, as is being tried in 
Greece. An insurrection could only 
succeed here if our forces were very 
much weaker or already engaged 
against an external enemy, as was the 
case in Russia in 1917. 

SINCERE PACIFISTS  

The other people who oppose the 
maintenance of armed forces are 
usually quite sincere pacifists. They 
remember the Commandment: " Thou 
shall not kill." But that same God 
of the Old Testament gave mighty 
support to his prophets on earth and 
to the armies of his chosen people 
in their battles with the ungodly. 
Isn't Communism — in its applied 
form, with concentration camps and 
religious persecution, like Nazi-ism 
—the false god of modern times 
against which defence at least is 
justified ? 

Those who accept the need for 
armed forces must be asked to excuse 
the foregoing digression. But the 
questions arise, " What forces do wc 
need, what forces can we afford, and 
how are we to raise them?" The 
1948 White Paper on Defence recog
nised that "the basis of defence is a 
strong and sound economy with a 
flourishing industry." It is obvious 
that we must seek a balancc between 
maintaining such large forces that 
the economy is dislocated and so 
reducing the forces that every man 
is productive—in the narrow sense— 
but the country is defenceless. The 
solution dictated by this and other 
rnnsirW-.. Hnn.; Ls that firstly, we 
should maintain fully-equipped forces 
just strong enough to meet our com
mitments; secondly, there should be a 
trained reserve ready for immediate 
service, principally for home de
fence; and thirdly, we should main
tain cadres of men and equipment 
ready to absorb and train in a mini
mum period the three or four millions 
who would be mobilised in the event 
of war. 

B RITAIN'S  COMMIT ME NT S 

Our commitments, actual and 
potential, may be summarised as fol
lows :—1, Defence of Great Britain; 
2, Keeping open the sea lanes; 3, Oc
cupation duties in Germany, Austria 
and Trieste, including the Berlin Air 
Lift; 4, Treaty obligations for 
regional defence under the Brussels 
Treaty and the Atlantic Pact; 5, 
Treaty obligations to Greece, Tur
key and Middle Eastern countries. 
These may soon be extended and for
malised under a regional defence 
pact; 6, Strategic commitments for 
defence of the. semi-circle of Com
monwealth countries bordering the 
Indian Ocean, from Africa to Aus
tralia. This and the Pacific area may 
soon form part of new regional de
fence pacts. Such pacts are pro
vided for. in Articles 51 and 52 of the 
U.N. Charter. Their extension 
should provide some net relief to us 
when other countries take their share 
of the burden. Only then could we 
consider reducing our own duties in 
these areas without risking invasion 
or the resurgence of former enemies. 

The methods of recruitment and 
the estimated size of the forces 
needed to meet these commitments 
have varied over the last three years. 
In 1946 it became apparent that the 
end of war-time conscription would 
leave the forces short of several hun
dred thousand men. Even if regular 
recruiting had been continued during 
the war, modern military methods 
require many more men than before. 
A heavy bomber in 1939 carried a 
crew of four or five. Today, as a 
result of technical advances, it may 
need 10 or more. And it now requires 
a very much larger ground crew to 
service it. 

LA BOU R 'S  POLICY 

In order to make good the shortage 
of recruits, a Bill was introduced into 
Parliament in November, 1946, pro
viding for a system of conscription 
till 1954, extendable by Order in 
Council. There would be 18 months 
full-time service and Si years on the 
Reserve, with part-time training. On 
March 31st, 1947, in the Committee 
Stage of the Bill, the Minister of 
Labour defended the 18-month period 
on the grounds that an adequate 
period of training was essential and 
that the trained conscripts would 
afterwards be needed to help meet 
our commitments. On the follow
ing day, April 1st, the Minister of 
Defence endorsed these arguments. 
But on April 3rd the Government 
tabled an amendment reducing the 
period to 12 months. They had 
yielded to political pressure, but 
tried to save face by claiming that 
the Chiefs of Staff had revised their 

GERMANY and i ts  STUDENTS TODAY 
By Klaus Herborn 

Klaus Herborn, aged 23, was educated partly in Gt. Britain and 
partly in Germany. He served in the Luftwaffe during the war and 
is now in his third term as a student of English at Heidelberg 
University. He was invited to attend the Bangor Congress as a repre
sentative of German student youth, and he gave a most impressive 
account of conditions in Germany. At my request he has contributed 
the special article to " Beaver."—ED. 

In trying to assess the conditions of 
students and their universities in 
Germany today, one has to bear in 
mind three things. First, that the 
real state of the students has only 
become apparent since the separate 
currency reform in the West of Ger
many last summer; secondly, that the 
development of the universities in 
Germany is being pursued on different 
lines in East and West; and thirdly, 
that all these problems are closely 
interwoven and overshadowed by the 
occupation policy of every one of the 
four occupying powers. 

As in every other country, the 
number of students in Germany has 
greatly increased since the end of the 
war. Before the currency reform the 
main difficulty for German students 
was to procure sufficient food—legally 
or illicitly—to maintain a minimum 
standard of subsistence. Textbooks 
and notebooks were practically un
obtainable. The term's fees could be 
paid by selling 40 cigarettes 011 the 
black market, and one pound of coffee 
went a long way towards paying a 
month's board and lodging." The 
housing situation was very acute and 
this in many cases prevented students 
from taking up their studies as no 
.digs could he had in the respective 
university town. Now in Hcidclbcrq, 
where T study, the students' council 
took up this matter with the local 
authorities, found them very unco
operative, and decided after some 
discussion to call a general meeting 
of protest. This was billed widely . 
throughout the university, a repre
sentative of the local authorities in
vited to attend, but those who did 
not turn up were the students. Apart 

from a handful, none of them seemed 
to have any hope of achieving any
thing through organised, concerted 
action. The habit of isolated action 
acquired during Fascism is still a 
great hindrance to any democratid 
movement in Germany. 

CURRENCY REFORM 
I hen came the currency reform. 

It was found that quite a large per
centage of the students in Heidelberg 
had to leave the university immedi
ately, though they returned again at 
the beginning of the next term with 
the money they 4iad earned during 
the vacation miners, bricklayers, 
handymen, etc. ' 'The student body-
was bravely concerned with the in
stability of the university's finances, 
since all the assets of public bodies— 
and in Germany the universities rank 
as such—had been annulled as a 
result of the currency reform. It 
was found in Heidelberg that only 
5.1 per cent of the students received 
grants from local authorities towards 
their keep and 20 per cent had been 
granted a reduction in fees. These 
figures, one must remember, apply to 
a time previous to the currency re
form, since when all funds for this 
purpose have been annulled or greatlv 
decreased. 

In Western Germany at present 
there is virtually no system of grants 
for students at all. This, of course, 
largely goes to make education a 
privilege of the rich, though I would 
not say that only the children of 
wealthy parents study at our univer
sities. Many students are working 
their way through college, and will 

do so long as sufficient vacancies in 
industry and commerce remain to be 
filled by part-time student workers. 
Indeed, this system is presented by 
some West-German papers as Hie 
way of studying. 

SOV IET D EV ELOPMEN T 

University education in the Soviet 
Zone has developed on entirely dif
ferent lines. In the initial stages it 
had to cope with great difficulties. 
Apart from material needs there was 
a grave shortage of staff, since the 
Soviet authorities refused — very 
rightly to my mind—to sanction the 
appointment of any professor or lec
turer previously a member of the 
Nazi Party. There was agreement 
amongst the authorities concerned 
that it would be impossible to achieve 
a democratic outlook at the univer
sities without admitting sufficient 
numbers of working-class students 
and subsidising them according to 
their representation in the commu
nity. This measure' was met with 
fierce criticism and attack by reac
tionary circles, branding it as com
munist infiltration and destroying the 
freedom of learning. Differences on 
this matter led to various crises in 
Soviet Zone universities and resigna
tion of oppositional professors. 

Every student admitted to a uni
versity in the Soviet Zone is, on ap
plication, entitled to a Government 
grant, varying according to his per
sonal abilities and the income of his 
parents. In addition to that he is 
allowed a substantial reduction in 
fees. These grants are awarded on 
merit only. Attached to every 
university are pre-university study 
centres, at which boys and girls, who 
have not had secondary school edu
cation, can qualify for admittance to 
the university bj' a two-year course. 
The standard at these institutes is 
high. 

The currency reform carried out 
111 the Soviet Zone subsequent to that 

in Western Germany had no substan
tial effect on the finances of the uni
versities, since their assets were not 
devalued. It was thought that the 
greater flow of currency in the Soviet 
Zone after the reform could be met 
by ever-increasing production. 

DIVERGE NCE  OF METHOD 

The wide divergence of university 
education in East and West Germanv 
is significant of the political situation. 
In the Western half the laissez-
faire policy is steadily restoring the 
old capitalist system, restrained as 
yet from becoming imperialist. While 
ever-increasing profits flow into the 
pockets of capitalists producing 
luxury goods and their taxation is 
modest, the goverment's pockets are 
empty. Hence the student goes with
out. From the diminishing govern
mental assets, however, sufficient 
money can be drawn to provide ex-
Nazi permanent officers—now happily 
jobless—with a pension, as done in 
Bavaria (U.S. Zone). 

Fascism could only arise at a cer
tain stage" in a capitalist society. 
Therefore to do away with capitalism 
means destroying fascism at its roots. 
A capitalist economy being rebuilt 
virtually 011 the ruins of a preceding 
one will mean toil and privation to 
the majority of the people, the stu
dents among them. Once we German 
students have grasped this, we have 
gone half-way to alter our somewhat 
desperate situation. 
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estimates. By November, 1948, the 
steadily worsening international situ
ation had convinced the Government 
of their mistake and the 18-month 
period was restored. WTiat was 
needed, however, was not so much 
extra men as the retention of serving 
men for longer periods. Future in
takes would be reduced by means of 
stiffer medical tests and deferment. 

VITAL FO R  PEACE 

In 1945 there were five million men 
in the armed forces; in 1946, two mil
lion; in April, 1949, 793 thousand, 
and in March, 1950, the estimated 
total will be 750 thousand. This does 
not look like " preparation for an 
aggressive war." It is now held that 
conscription is only a method of fill
ing the gaj) until the regular forces 
•come up to Strength. But at the pro
bable rate of recruiting the regular 
army alone would take 17 years to do 
:so. Even if living and working con
ditions could be improved, the ser
vices would still be an unattractive 
career in a period of full employment 
and an inflated currency. For pre
sent pay rates are a positive deter
rent to recruiting. Privates' pay is 
supposed to keep pace with that of 
:semi-skilled workers in industry but 
has not done so. In some cases 
regulars are actually receiving less 
now than they did before the intro
duction of the much-vaunted new 
pay code in 1946. 

FAUTE DE MIEUX 

At the same time, nobody likes 
conscription. Civilians dislike it be
cause of the arbitrary social and 
economic dislocation and the curtail
ment of individual liberty. The ser
vices themselves very much dislike 
conscription because it forces unwill
ing and often unsuitable recruits upon 
them for a period of service which 
is still quite inadequate for training 
and experience in the technical arms; 
and " technical" is coming to mean 
nearly all branches. All the evidence 
points to an overwhelming case for 
regular forces with adequate pay. 
But if for political and other reasons, 
the Government cannot agree to 
higher pay—Great Britain has always 
over-economised on her armed forces 
in peace-time—conscription will stay, 
faute dc mieux. 

THE U.T .C .  

If you oppose armed forces in 
general, because you are a sincere 
pacifist or because you would like to 
see this country defenceless, you will 
oppose also the U.T.C., Sea, Army 
and Air Cadets, etc. If, on the other 
hand, you agree that Britain must 
have armed forces, you will support 
the U.T.C. as a useful voluntary 
organisation in which the future 
soldier can obtain pre-entry training 
that will enable him to make the most 
of his Army service. 

NEVILLE BEALE. 

BRIDGE TABLE IMo.1 
^ A nice easy problem for a start. 

Solutions should be sent to the Editor 
by May 12th—the first three correct 
ones will be rewarded by a pat on the 
back. 

N.—S. are to make four out of the 
five tricks; South has the lead and 
Clubs are trumps. 

NORTH 
S — A 
H — K 
D — J97 
C 

WEST EAST 
S — 235 S 
H — Q H - 7 
D D — AKQ 
C — 9 C — 8 

SOUTH 
S — 468 g = L 
c — 10 

DUMMY 
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REVIEWS 

CYNIC'S NIGHT OUT or 
THE FOLLIES AIN'T 

FASHIONABLE 
"Tres excitant," said the man, nod

ding for emphasis, and pointing to 
the entrance of the Folies. He had 
slithered, this small, grimy individual, 
from somewhere below the kerb, and 
was now standing with a small card
board packet clutched in one hand, 
which he brandished and flapped to 
make us realise that absolutely every
body who went to the Folies pur
chased samples of his pornographic 
photography. But, moral faith and 
ethical codes, etc., unswerving, etc., 
we again refused, saying that we 
might be on a B. Com. course, but 
that accounting and aecosting were 
not popular in leisure hours. Smut-
vendors, as we found to our cost, are 
terribly persistent, however. We 
turned round to ignore him—he still 
faced us; we looked at, and spoke to, 
each other — he bobbed up between 
us, still gesticulating with the 
wretched packet. In lame French we 
said that we were not interested in 
dirt : we were normally inhuman 
theatre critics, representing a very 
staid English journal. Our purpose, 
we said, was twofold : to seek a new 
"L.S-E.—er d'Amore," and to dis
cover whether Josephine Baker 
looked better in lizard-skin tights 
than her American counterpart, Dino 
Saur. Having said our piece we fled 
through the entrance doors—and, in 
any case, his pictures were very 
poor 1 

One should mention here that audi
ences. at the Folies do not consist en
tirely of English visitors; one or two 
Americans are to be heard at most 
performances, and notices are posted 
everywhere : " Ici on parle frangais," 
in case any foreigners drop in. For 
the first half-an-hour we were in
terested in the wonderfully glittering 
spectacle of costumes; in the gaily 
artificial atmosphere; in the bright 
colours and the catchy tunes, and par
ticularly in our neighbour, who three 
times in succession screwed the end 
off his opera glasses while trying to 
bring the chorus girls into focus. 
Even to us frigid critics there was 
great interest in speculating on the 
cubic capacity of the costumes which, 
we're given to understand, were 
fashioned and held in place by a Mr. 

Will Power (no relation to the 
"  R a z o r ' s  E d g e " ) .  T h e  d e c o r  
changed swiftly and' frequently; 
colours glowed richly and girls 
passed across the stage in smooth, 
endless pageants. There were " dise-
uses " singing, and a droll little come
dian who clowned and cracked unin
telligible French jokes in front of a 
fluttering backcloth. Then, unexpec
tedly, and to the accompaniment of 
a loud crash from an overwrought 
pair of cymbals, Josephine arrived. 
She waved confidently to the crowd, 
some of whom nearly took off from 
the gallery in their enthusiasm. My 
vigorous clapping covered effectively 
the scraping of my feet as I kicked 
m y  n e i g h b o u r ' s  o p e r a  g l a s s e s  
(dropped accidently) three rows for
ward. From that point onward, 
Josephine Baker ad nauseam. The 
curtain ascended to reveal a long 
flight of stairs, and at the tpp—Jose
phine Baker. Did she fall, or would 
she swallow-dive? No, she des
cended step by single step, bowing 
and crooning, en route. The next 
scene consisted of a ballet of sorts 
danced to the (revised) accompani
ment of " A Night on the Bare Moun
tain," although we "failed completely 
to understand how the mountain came 
to be involved. Everything apart 
irom the mountain was . . . well, not 
over-dressed. Who was the leading 
light—apart from the Chief Electri
cian? J.B., of course. The interval 
was heralded by the most un-Scottish 
rendering of "Vieux Lang Syne" 
and " Just a vee doch et dorris " that 
we remember. 

You may be interested in the new 
light thrown upon history by the 
Folies scrap-writer. Who really was 
Mary, Queen of Scots? Not J.B.? 
But, yes, J.B. it was. Who did 
Napoleon fall for? Three guesses! 

By the time that the climatic and 
melodramatic strip-tease took place 
we were honestly not interested in 
Jo. any longer, and by the time that 
both Ave Marias had been reset to 
fit in with her dances we were dis
tinctly yawnful. There was a final 
ballet about Adam and Eve and the 
Devil. No names, no mud-packs neces
sary, but we do feel that the Devil 
and Eve might be recast into the op
posite parts. If we might suggest 
further, it would be to add that if you 
happen to visit Paris, you might take 
the kiddies along to the Folies if you 
want a quiet but not too tame time,' 
and if they become bored during the 
three-and-three-quarter long hours, 
let them trot up to the gallery and see 
who can count most wrinkles on Miss 
Baker's face. 

SMARTIE. 

DEVON: SOCCER AND CIDER 
4 4nPHEY may be good economists, but they ain't footballers," was 

the touchline verdict at Clyst St. Mary, Devon, on Saturday, 
April 16th, when the L.S.E. touring team was defeated by five goals 
to one. Not a very encouraging start to the Soccer Club's first Easter 
tour since the war. Ominous, too, for the remaining games with Bud-
leigh Salterton and Lympstone were also lost. However, as Jim Hillan, 
A.U. President, said after the match (we quote the " Exeter Express 
and Echo A sportsmanlike approach to the essentials of life 
would result in more tolerance being shown, not only between indivi
duals, but by nations." Chewing this over thoroughly, we can only 
hope that when next our hosts in East Devon read of the outrageous 
goings-on at the London School of Economics they will say to them
selves, " Well, those we met were half human, anyway." 

Arriving in Exeter on the evening 
of the 14th, the tourists were forced 
to change their quarters the same 
night, due to excessively cramped ac
commodation. Thanks to Derek 
Jakes' efforts as billeting officer, 
homes were found for everyone. 

At Exmouth on Good Friday there 
was light training on the beach be
fore lunch. Two practice balls were 
used, the first being carried away by 
the tide before anyone could say 
"Jack Sheard." In the afternoon 
the team went round the miniature 
golf course in a steady procession of 
fours. Later, tactics for the follow
ing day's match with Clyst Valley 
A.F.C. were discussed in the lounge 
of the " Ship." 

Perhaps this rendezvous contributed 
to L.S.E.'s defeat. But the main 
cause undoubtedly was the home 
team's all-round superiority. Jim 
Hillan scored a fine goal—his fiftieth 
of the season, and had the ball run_ 
more kindly for them, both Jack' 
Honeysett and Dave Worrall might 
have scored. Clyst Valley-, however, 
had the game well in hand after the 
first ten minutes. The home team's 
wingers, Collingwood and French, 
were outstanding, and F. Causley, at 
centre-half, gave very little away. 
Hillan and Honeysett were the pick 
of the L.S.E. forwards, and skipper 
Colin Furlong's first-time clearances 
were excellently judged. The match 
was followed by tea in the British 
Legion Hall and later by a concert. 
During the interlude some of the 
visitors performed to good advantage 
at the " Half Moon." On the dart-
boards, of course. 

Most of the team went down to 
Sidmouth on Easter Sunday in pre
paration for the next day's game at 
Budleigh Salterton. The remainder 
crossed the border into Somerset to 
take lunch with Miss Polly Cooper, 
whom older readers will remember as 
Union Minute Secretary when Frank 
Cummins was President. 

The Budleigh match once again 
showed up the tourists' limitations 
when confronted with teamwork and 
hard tackling. L.S.E. should not have 
been two goals down at half-time, 

and when, shortly after the restart, 
Hillan scored, there seemed to be a 
chancd of saving the game. Bud
leigh came back, however, and with 
the slope against them, the visitors' 
hopes faded. Seven goals to three 
was the final score, Jack Sheard nod
ding L.S.E.'s second from a Hillan 
corner kick and the home team's left-
back providing the third. Hillan 
and Sheard were the best of the 
School forwards, and in defence only 
Tony Wright, at centre-half, appeared 
to be at home in this class of foot
ball. 

PLAYING TWO BALLS?  

The third and last match of the 
tour was played on Tuesday evening 
at Lympstone's picturesque cliff-top 
ground overlooking the mouth of the 
Exe. Lympstone, local champions for 
the past two seasons and assisted by 
a former Exeter City player, Challis, 
were the most polished team the 
tourists met. They were a shade un
wise, though, to rest content with a 
one goal lead, obtained after 25 
minutes of the first half. With a 
quarter of an hour to go, L.S.E. 
equalised through Brian Rowntree 
from the right wing. Lympstone, 
who were unlucky when their second 
goal was disallowed because of an
other ball on the pitch, hit back and 
scored just before time. Honeysett 
foraged tirelessly but the L.S.E. at
tacks rarely looked dangerous. 
Centre-half Tony Wright, supported 
by two backs, Worrall and Morawetz, 
who believed in offence as the best 
means of defence, had often to do 
three men's work. Peter Ritterman, 
in goal, made some splendid saves 
after a shaky start. 

Despite their lack of success on 
the field, the Soccer Club tourists had 
every other reason for enjoying their 
trip to Exeter. The sun shone for 
them, and the beer and cider flowed 
in hospitable measure. Our thanks 
are due to the officials and players of 
the three clubs and to Jim Hillan for 
enabling us to spend Easter on tour. 
May this first not be the last. 

ANGELINA 
• 

Directed by Luigi Zampa. 
Photography : Mario Craveri. 
Script: Piero Tellini. 
A Lux Film production released in 

the U.K. by Film Traders. 
Academy Cinema. 
The Academy Cinema in its hand

out makes the claim that the current 
Italian film "Angelina" ranks with 
the Jaques Feyder motion picture 
classic " La Kermesse Herioque." 
This, however, is mere film traders' 
sales talk and must be dismissed as 
such. Feyder is acknowledged as one 
of the great creative minds of the 
cinema and a number of movies ably 
demonstrate that fact; on the other 
hand, Zampa has so far directed a 
competent film on the impact of war 
on an Italian peasant family ("To 
Live in Peace ")A and an opportunist, 
aid-begging quickie. His current 
offering^ ".Angelina," is based on a 
trite script given a social twist as it 
has the slums of Rome as its setting. 

Angelina (played by Anna Mag-
nani, Italy's leading movie actress), 
the strong-minded, sharp-tongued 
wife of a police sergeant (Nando 
Bruno), leads a successful looting of 
a spaghetti store and then a squat
ting incident in a block of luxury-
flats. As spokeswoman of an Italian 
equivalent of the Housewives' 
League, she turns to politics, becomes 
the local Mayoress and candidate for 
Parliament only to land herself in 
prison for three weeks following a 
clash, with the police. 

At this point the mood of the film 
changes with almost, but not quite, 
the same speed as the Italian conver
sion from Fascism to Democracy. 
On her release the scheming capitalist 
(Armando Migliori), magnanimously 
hands over his block of flats to the 
workers, his son becomes engaged to 
Angelina's daughter, and Angelina 
herself forsakes politics for Kurche 
und Kinder (the third K—Kirche—I 
assume, had partly influenced the 
decision). All my sympathies were 
there and then with her husband. 
Needless to say, this attempt to please 
all political masters, both domestic 
and foreign, is completely unconvinc
ing and makes a mediocre film so 
much worse. 

This film is slackly directed, loosely 
constructed, and unduly repetitive; it 
is technically appalling, even for an 
Italian production, and weighed down 
by an excess of dialogue. Italian is 
shouted at one from beginning to end 
and those who have learned the less 
volatile languages will be obliged to 
spend almost all their time reading 
sub-titles — with the consolation that 
they will be missing some of the 
poorest photography for many a long 
film. Credit, however, must go to 
the wardrobe department—(umuned 
in the credit titles). For once actors 
look working-class — Signora Mag-
nani appears in worn-out skirts and 
ill-fitting cotton blouses, which do ab
solutely nothing to flatter her figure : 
this is so sudden a deviation from the 
wardrobe policy of the current cinema 
that it demands mention. 

P. E. B. 

JOAN OF ARC 
Directed by Victor Fleming, from 

the play "Joan of Lorraine" by 
Maxwell Anderson. With Ingrid 
Bergman. 

" If ever an actress seemed destined 
to portray a given character," says 
the publicity blurb handed to'" Bea
ver " at the Press showing, " that 
actress is Ingrid Bergman. And the 
part is that of Joan of Arc." 

Well, here is Miss Bergman, face 
to face with Destiny, and in a pretty 
distressing situation, despite the sup
port of a £1,250,000 production, 10 
months' research, and a script from a 
play—-Maxwell Anderson's "Joan of 
Lorraine"—in which she herself had 
starred with great success on Broad
way. The result of two years' pro
duction, the film as a whole, and Miss 
Bergman's^ attempt at Joan in particu
lar, is timid and disappointing. The 
dreary and pretentious script proves 
too much for most of the cast, and 
must take its, share of the blame, but 
surely the greatest handicap is Miss 
Bergman herself, who is far too at
tractive to play a sexless mystic. 
" She's just a pretty girl in armour," 
observes one of the more astute bit 
players, and this is almost the last 
word on the Bergman Joan. As Joan 
the Martyr she does well enough, but 
as Joan the Warrior—who was, after 
all, the pre-condition of Joan the 
Martyr-—she never convinces : the 
suit of armour (a delightfully fetch
ing little creation in aluminium by the 
New York Metropolitan Museum) is 
an obvious embarrassment to her al
though, the blurb tells us, it is only 
one-quarter the weight of the real 
Joan's battledress. 

Joan's trial is given a conventional 
Hollywood treatment, being repre
sented as a struggle between " the 
wicked Bishop and the entrapped 
maiden," which means that "Joan of 
Arc " will probably give a new lease 
of life to the legend which Bernard 
Shaw tried so hard to destroy. In 
this picture the political and religious 
forces which made Joan's martyrdom 
inevitable are never given anything 
approaching their true significance: 
the one aim seems to be to get that 
technicolor blaze going in the market 
place at Rouen. This in an epic, how
ever, so there are two-and-a-half 
hours to crawl through before that : 
the result is one of those lavish "pains
takingly accurate" and completely 
tasteless historical pageants of which 
it seems that Hollywood will never 
tire. Indeed, the production is suffi
cient proof that, even in these days 
of crises, Hollywood still believes 
that Big subjects need Big budgets. 

Out of the cast of thousands which 
always goes with such things, Jose 
Feuer stands out as the Dauphin and 
Francis I—oc m-n^l 

WOMEN'S HOCKEY CLUB 
Women who play hockey are usu

ally thought of as hardened Amazons. 
Ordinary folk shudder to think of 
them, these immensly strong and 
amazingly hearty females. Nor, in
deed, is their effortless wielding of 
that dangerous-looking stick at all 
calculated to put the onlooker's mind 
at ease. But the L.S.E. Women's 
Hockey Team hardly conforms to 
this standard. Its members err, if 
anything, in the opposite direction. 
Yet it has, this season, achieved a 
considerable measure of success and 
this is certainly not due to any muscu
lar superiority. It is much more a 
product of quick, aggressive play, 
neat stickwork and passing and con
siderable enthusiasm. It has won 
many more matches than it has lost, 
and it has travelled as far afield as 
Oxford and Southampton. 

In the Intercollegiate Tournament, 
in good measure a test of hockey pro
wess, it had the misfortune to be 
drawn against Bedford College in the 
first round. Bedford, who eventually 
emerged victorious, traditionally pro
duces first-class hockey. If recruits 
to the L.S.E. team are many next 
year, however, the results at Mot-
spur Park may perhaps take on a 
different shape. The most disastrous 
handicap this year has been the 
iimited number of members in the 
Club and its consequent inability to 
raise two teams. 

- i m ivi,] — '• • •• m -i i I.UflT. 
"sclcrable: the honours, however, go 
to J. Carol Naish as the villainous 
Duke of Burgundy, who manages to 
convince, despite some gruesome 
make-up and such mediaeval idioms 
as " to get the boot" and " what's in 
if for me? " 

" This," the blurb solemly assures 
us, " is how people lived and ate and 
walked and rode horses, dressed and 
talked in France in the time of Joan" 
—which clearly shows that there are 
no limits to Marshal] Aid now that 
it's got going. 

J. H. S. 

N.U.S.S.A. — continued. 
regarding the suitability of present 
training." Another resolution con
cerned the teaching abilities of Uni
versity lecturers and their salaries. 
It is in this way that we hope that 
N.U.S.S.S.A. can do something which 
will be of real value to all of us, and 
it should be given our wholehearted 
support. We must not worm our 
way out of our responsibilties, and 
if you have any helpful suggestions 
for reform of the curricula send them 
to Fred Jarvis, at Liverpool. George 
Marlow, the L.S.E. representative, is 
responsible for the collection of in
formation concerning the employ
ment prospects of social scientists. 

The success of N.U.S.S.S.A. will 
depend on the interest which you and 
I take in it and on the amount of 
work and thought we put into it. 

RENEE NATHAN. 

THE N.U.S. SOCIAL 
SCIENCE ASSOCIATION 

The first Annual General Meeting 
of this new faculty association tyas 
held in Bangor during the N.U.S. 
Congress and after several false 
starts it was decided to call it the 
N.U.S. Social Science Faculty Asso
c i a t i o n  —  w h i c h  a b b r e v i a t e s  t o  
N.U.S.S.S.A. 

The main business before 'us at 
B a n g o r  w a s  t o  i n t r o d u c e  
N.U.S.S.S.A. on a firm basis, and to 
give it a useful programme of activi
ties to be carried out over the com
ing year. The Committee which was 
elected is widely dispersed over the 
country, having representatives from 
Liverpool, Manchester, Leeds, Not
tingham, Newcastle, Oxford, King's 
H. & S.S. (London) and the old faith
ful, L.S.E. We spent a lot of time 
ironing out loopholes in the draft 
constitution. There seemed to be a 
widespread fear of L.S.E. domina
tion, which we, of course, could not 
understand, but we managed to live 
this down—and no one at any time 
suggested the introduction of veto 
powers ! 

There was a lot of discussion on 
financial matters. N.U.S.S.S.A. 
needed £100 per annum and the ori
ginal plan of a per capita rate of 6d. 
meant that the L.S.E. would be pro
viding £90. Finally, we settled on a 
sliding scale, in which L.S.E., if the 
Union affiliates as a whole, will ba 
paying roughly £35. It starts at 6d. 
per head for the first 250, then 4d. per 
head for the next 500, and then 2d. 
per head for the remainder. Most 
of the other faculty groups fall into 
the first group—having under 200 
members : it is abundantly clear that 
the L.S.E. will be by far the largest 
constituent body. 

The work of the association for 
the coming year is embodied in this 
r e s o l u t i o n  : — "  N . U . S . S . S . A .  s h a l l  
undertake a survey into the curricula 
of courses and schemes of practical 
work undertaken by degree, diploma 
and certificate by social science stu
dents, in relation to the whole employ
ment problems facing social science stu
dents, and to make recommendations 
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LYSENKO and 
' VINTAGE KEN' 

After five days' concentrated lis
tening, it was a pleasure to hear the 
human voice in its pure harmonic 
form. The singing of the Welsh 
Choir that Sunday evening was un
doubtedly the most appreciated single 
item of the Congress : of it " Con
gress News" remarked, "We thank 
those who gave us the experience— 
the hush of the student audience 
while it listened, and its amazing ap
plause after each item . . ." provoked 
the exclamation, "... Who said that 
the ' Common People' had no cul
ture ! " 

On Monday we were jostled back 
to reality and commenced with a 
plenary session, at which Mr. John 
Lowe, of the Conservative Central 
Office, delivered a weighty address 
on " The Student, his Nation, and 
Peace." An amusing diversion fol
lowed when one student indignantly 
declared that Mr. Lowe had under
estimated the intellectual attainments 
of his audience, and Mr. Lowe, in 
return, claimed that he had not con
sciously thought of it and that he 
" spoke as he always spoke." 

In the afternoon, Professor Jenkin, 
a noted Welsh biologist, confounded 
the members of one of the faculty 
meetings with a most learned exposi
tion of the contentious factors in the 
present Lysenko controversy; so 
learned, indeed, that very few of 
those present understood more than 
his opening remarks. In the debate 
which followed, however — " That 
Lysenko and his followers are act
ing in a_ manner detrimental to the 
cause of Science"—the proposer, a 
Cambridge research worker in plant 
breeding, explained the position in 
elementary terms and the general de
bate took the form " As an engineer 
interested in biology. . . 

In the evening students from 
many parts of the world participated 
in an International Youth Concert, 
and it was followed by a traditional 
" Student Sing-Song " and a sort of 
informal dance. 

V I N TA GE KEN 
The last plenary session was ad

dressed by Mr. C. R. Morris, the 
Vice-Chancellor of Leeds University, 
and was perhaps the most interesting 
from the student's point of view. It 
was, in effect, an introspective exami

nation 0T- Oil aim.* .irnTFTOlKHUOTIS Of 
student life, and the contributions, 
particularly those from students at 
training colleges, made one realise 
how easily one accepts the near-auto
nomy allowed in the older colleges 
without fully appreciating its value. 

The main event in the afternoon 
was the discussion held by the Com
munist Society, in which Ken Wat-
kins gave an analysis of Britain's 
Economic Crisis. This followed a 
discussion held the previous Wednes
day entitled, " The Communist Alter
native," and it is true to say that many 
who came to jeer stayed to listen. 
Indeed, this tolerant attitude among 
divergent views was general, although 
one could not resist the impression 
that the Communists as a body dis
played a standard of objectivity which 
might well have been copied by some 
of their opponents. 

The Congress concluded with a 
Farewell Carnival Dance. Student 
ingenuity is rarely taxed to a better 
purpose; male women and female men 
disturbed our normal equanimity ; and 
pirates, cowboys, Indians (comic-
opera) and other motley students 
pranced or danced their way through 
the evening to the general amusement 
of all. 

Thus it ended. Our gratitude (and 
sympathies) are due to those students 
and paid officials whose tenacity made 
the Congress a reality. 

And so to Brighton—in 1950. 

ATHLETIC UXIOrc 

SPORTS DAY 
at Maiden 

Saturday May 7th 

To be followed 

in the Evening by a 

D A N C E  
in the 

Sports Pavilion 


