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Racist graffiti in library is ‘immature’
Patrick G raham
Senior R eporter

T he regular appearance of 
rac is t g raffiti in  m any 
d ifferent locations 

around  the  School’s cam pus 
has been roundly condemned 
by both LSE staff and  student 
representatives.

This follows a le tter in last 
week’s edition of The Beaver in 
which the  School was accused

of being “one of the  m ost racist 
and xenophobic institu tions in 
B rita in ” by a student member 
of the  In te rn a tio n a l H istory 
Departm ent.

Crude comments and  d raw 
ings continue to  appear regu
larly in locations such as the 
m en’s to ile ts  in  th e  L S E ’s 
Library, and are predom inantly 
anti-Sem itic, Islamophobic or 
anti-A m erican in nature.

Shanela H aque, the  LSE 
S tu d e n ts ’ U nion (SU) A nti-

Racism Officer, to ld  The Beaver 
th a t everyone a t  the LSE has 
to work together to  tackle the 
ongoing problem. She w ent on 
to say, “I t is appalling  th a t  in 
such a diverse, b right and intel
lec tu a l com m unity we have 
such acts of ignorance and 
insensitivity.

The LSE 's diverse commu
nity  is one of the  great things 
about it and to a ttack  one per
son is to  a ttack  all of us... 
Nobody m ust be m ade to  feel

less equal because of where 
they come from.”

In a jo in t statem ent, the 
LSE SU ’s General Secretary 
Jimmy Tam, and E ducation and 
W elfare Office A lexandra 
Vincenti, echoed H aque’s com
ments, h ighlighting the  diverse, 
m u lticu ltu ra l n a tu re  of the 
L SE ’s student population.

They told The Beaver, “We 
were deeply worried when we 
read  the  le tter in The Beaver. 
We can assure all students th at

such offensive graffiti is not 
acceptable on campus and any 
a ttem pt to w rite such abuse 
will be taken  very seriously by 
the School and the Union.”

Vincenti has now asked the 
School to carry out an inspec
tion  of all toilets on cam pus in 
o rder to  establish where the 
g raffiti is m ost frequently  
appearing.

The L S E ’s H ead of 
Security , B ern ie Taffs, 
exp lained  th a t  the  School’s

c leaners a re  re -d irec ted  to 
remove the offending graffiti 
during the course of their o ther 
duties. He told The Beaver th a t 
th e  g raffiti p ro jec ted  an 
“im m aturity” an d  “cow ardli
ness” th a t was “inappropriate 
for our School.”

Taffs also confirmed th at 
he had  asked to meet 
w ith the presidents of 
th e  LSE SU Jew ish 
Society and  the LSE 
SU Islamic Society “so th a t we
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■ THE SCHOOL STILL BELOW HEFCE BENCHMARK FOR 
STATE SCHOOL STUDENTS

■ RUSSELL GROUP UNIVERSITIES ALSO FAIL TO RECRUIT

Doug Oliver
Senior R eporter

S ta tis tic s  uncovered by 
The Beaver have shown a 
rise of three  percent in 

adm issions to  the  London 
School of Econom ics (LSE) 
from the B ritish s ta te  school 
sector this year.

D espite the rise, the School 
yet again fell short of its offi
c ial H igher E ducation  
S ta tistics  A uthority  (HESA) 
benchm ark  for s ta te  school 
recruitm ent and was below the 
London average.

The provisional figures, 
supplied to  The Beaver  by the 
School’s Head of Recruitm ent 
and  Adm issions, C atherine 
Baldwin, show th a t the  num ber 
of stu d en ts  being  ad m itted  
from state schools rose to 65 
percent this year from 62. per
cent in 2005. This represents a 
rise of eight percent over the 
last decade.

However, s ta te  school s tu 
dents - who make up  93 per
cent of the secondary school

popu lation  - rem ain  signifi
can tly  under-rep resen ted  on 
campus.

A lthough LSE S tu d e n ts ’ 
U nion (SU) General Secretary, 
Jim my Tam, described the fig
ures as “very encouraging”, he 
sa id  there  was “mOre to be 
done” by the  School and by s tu 
dents to increase participation

in under-represented groups.
In March las t year, it was 

revealed by The Beaver th at 
the School has secret quotas for 
sta te  school students following 
a report in The Times Higher 
Education Supplem ent (THES)

m agazine which said the  school 
set aside 40 places exclusively 
fo r stu d en ts  from  disadvan
taged backgrounds.

Chairm an of the Student 
Affairs Committee, Prof. Ray 
Richardson, sa id  a t the time 
th a t  the  scheme did not repre
sent “a quota system ... b u t a 
small pilo t scheme to  provide 
some com pensation for possi
b le h and icaps facing some 
applicants.”

Baldwin explained th a t the 
School was given funding from 
the  Higher Education Funding 
Council for E ngland (HEFCE) 
w ith the in tention th a t  it would 
be used to widen participation.

She fu rther explained th a t 
w hen considering undergradu
a te  app lications, adm issions 
tu to rs always considered the 
personal and educational back
grounds of students and were 
“not d iscrim in atin g  ag a in st 
more advantaged students.”

Each application form was 
m arked, she said, with 
inform ation on the per- 
centage of 5 A*-C 
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St. Philips continues to 1urn away new students
Laura D eck
Senior R eporter

M any students are  still 
unable to  reg ister a t 
the St. Philips M edical 

Centre as the  d ispute betw een 
the  L ondon School of
E conom ics (LSE) and  the
M edical Centre rem ains unre
solved for another week.

S tudents a re  being encour
aged to  w ait to reg ister a t  St. 
P h ilip s  if  possib le an d  are  
being asked to  pay a tten tion  to 
u p d a te s  prov ided  by the
School.

This week, an  announce
m ent was posted  on the
M edical C en tre ’s w ebsite 
explain ing  th a t  it  was lim iting 
reg is tra tio n  to  include only 
those  s tu d en ts  w ho reside 
w ith in  th e  postcodes WC1, 
WC2, EC1 and  EC2.

These areas represent the 
geographical range St. Philips 
is required  to cover. Only two 
halls  of residence, H igh 
Holborn and  Grosvenor House, 
fall w ith in  this area.

The School confirm ed th at 
s tu d en ts  have been tu rn ed  
away from the M edical Centre 
and th a t the names of students 
tu rn ed  away have been noted 
so th a t  they can be properly 
inform ed of fu rth er develop
ments.

LSE S tuden ts’ U nion (SU) 
E ducation and  Welfare Officer, 
A lexandra Vincenti, reported

th a t students who were unable 
to register were informed of the 
G eneral P ractitioner (GP) clos
est to th eir  p lace of residence.

V incenti exp la ined  th a t 
“the  message a t  School induc
tions and  on our website has 
been to  w ait and  register later 
if a t  a ll possible. Just as soon as 
inform ation is available we will

"I went to the doctor 
and they told me they 

weren’t taking any 
new people. I was 

given the NHS details 
and was told to find a 
doctor nearer to me” 

-LSE student

get i t  out to  [students].”
The Beaver spoke to s tu 

dent Lois Jeary, a resident at 
C arr-Saunders Hall, who tried  
to  reg is te r  a t  the  M edical 
Centre in person. “I w ent to the 
doctor and they told me they 
w eren’t  tak ing  any new people. 
I w as given the N ational Health 
Service (NHS) details and  was 
to ld  to find a doctor nearer to 
me,” she said.

A no ther C arr-Saunders 
resident, E rica  G ornall, to ld

The Beaver th a t  she tried  to 
reg ister online over the  summ er 
b u t the  lin k  provided  had 
expired. She tried  again a t  the  
beginning of the year b u t only 
the  form for the  previous aca
demic year was posted on the 
website.

“Like a ll of the others th at 
applied, the first I heard  th at 
they were not accepting new 
s tu d en ts  w as from  The 
Beaver'' sa id  Gornall, who felt 
insu lted  th a t “ [the School] did
n ’t  even have the  decency to 
explain the situation  or simply 
tell us we could not register. If 
th is  h ad  been  know n m any 
would have m ade provisions at 
another GP, so much tim e has 
been wasted.”

The d isp u te  ap p ears  to 
have arisen following funding 
and  s ta ffing  issues a t  the  
M edical Centre.

St. P hilips’ GP Dr. R.O.M. 
Naidoo told The Beaver th a t he 
m et w ith  LSE m anagem ent last 
W ednesday and th a t  they were 
“keen to resolve things.”

Fellow GP Dr. A. Busseti 
s ta ted  “I rem ain hopeful th a t  a 
m utually  acceptable  solution 
can be found in due course.”

The School reported th a t 
developm ents have been m ade 
over the  las t week b u t th a t  no 
estim ate of how long the  situ a
tion would last could be m ade 
un til M onday or Tuesday of this 
week. S tudents w ould be fully 
informed of any such changes.

An LSE spokesperson said,

“School staff have talked  at 
some length w ith Dr. Naidoo 
and  the M edical Centre staff in 
an effort to resolve th is regis
tra tio n  problem  for a large 
num ber of students. The prob
lem appears to rela te  to staff 
issues and  funding.

The School has always been 
com m itted to  supporting  the 
M edical Centre and last year 
more funding was agreed on for 
an ex tra  GP for the  service. We 
have also m ade m ore funding 
available for Centre adm inis
trative staff. We are  now w ait
ing to hear from  the M edical 
Centre w hen they th ink  regis
tra tions can be resum ed.”

Dr. N aidoo exp lained  to 
The Beaver last week th a t  the 
d ispute  had been exacerbated 
by changes in the  NHS and in 
the  struc tu re  of the  LSE.

Vincenti acknow ledged 
th a t  NHS changes have caused 
“ad d itio n a l s tra in s  on GP 
practices,” while offering reas
surances to students, pointing 
out th a t “no student w ill be 
seriously affected if they do not 
register. All students on cam 
pus who fall ill unexpectedly 
are  treated  here autom atically.”

She reported th a t  the  LSE 
SU is actively working to help 
find a resolution.

M eanwhile, LSE students 
expressed frustra tion  w ith the 
situation. “I t’s so inconvenient. 
If w orst comes to  the worst, I 
could go home for a doctor, bu t 
many people can’t  do that. It

C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  

p a g e  1
know each others faces and 
they know where to  go if they 
have any problem s.”

M ustafa Davies, President 
of the SU Islamic Society said 
“Bernie Taffs has been in touch 
and been very supportive...”

He continued, “I th ink  these 
types of graffiti are  abhorren t 
ac ts  of in to le rance , be  they  
an ti-Sem itic, Islamophobic or 
an ti-A m erican . I w o u ld n ’t 
however go so fa r  as saying 
th a t  I feel th ere’s an underlying 
cu lture of intolerance a t  the 
LSE. The vast m ajority  of peo
ple are  very well read, intellec
tual, open m inded and  general
ly accepting of o ther religions 
and cultures.”

Davies also said, “I ’m cer
tainly not angered by the  g raf
fiti. If anything it  m akes me 
realise the im portance of ge t
ting  involved in s tuden t life, 
and  expound ing  th e  tru th  
about Islam, and  in doing so 
offer a long term  solution to  the 
graffiti issue.”

Ben Epstein, the  continuing 
Treasurer of the Jewish Society, 
to ld  The Beaver th a t  he had 
heard of sw astikas p lastered in 
c erta in  to ile ts  in  th e  Old 
Building.

Epstein said “the  LSESU 
Jewish Society questions why 
students who w rite racist or 
xenophobic graffiti in toilets, 
choose to study a t  a university 
as w orld-renow ned for its e th 
nic  diversity as the  LSE. A few 
prejudiced scribblings is a dis
appointing achievem ent for the 
au thors of such graffiti, who 
boast such a privileged educa
tional background.”

A spokesperson  for the 
School noted th a t  any reports 
of offensive graffiti w ould be 
taken  very seriously.

Rosebery break-in raises security issues
■ S tuden ts to ld  to  b e  m o re  v ig ilan t, follow ing th e ft in  H all

police are 
actively 

targeting 
igrglarsin 
mis area
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Robinson, w ho to ld  The 
Beaver, “it  is crucial th a t s tu 
dents look out for themselves 
and each other, b u t also note 
p ractical changes th a t could be 
m ade to m ake th e ir  halls more 
secure.”

E xpressing  concern  th a t 
security  in halls w as and still is 
a “big issue,” Robinson contin
ued, “students need to pressure 
th eir  halls to  ac t in the  in te r
ests of th eir  safety and  w elfare, 
as i t  is a very  d istu rb in g  
prospect th a t  rooms, bu t more 
im portan tly  residen ts appear 
so vulnerable.”

Rosebery Hall warden, D r 
Razeen Sally, was unavailable 
for comment.

was really disappointing,” said 
one student.

O ptim ism  ap p eared  to 
wane on both sides as the p rob
lem continued . Dr. N aidoo 
reported th a t the s ituation  is 
still under discussion and he 
rem ained unsure of where it 
w ould lead. “I con tinue  to 
rem ain optim istic despite these

I ■

Rosebery H all security  cam era (left), Police w arning  sign near H all (far right)

Roger Lewis

A  b reak-in  a t the London 
School of Econom ics 
(LSE)’s R osebery H all 

has led to  heightened security  
and  calls for m ore awareness.

The incident a t the  LSE 
hall of residence occurred on 
30 September, a Saturday, and 
involved a first-year student.

The student, w ho w ished to 
rem ain  anonymous, to ld  The 
Beaver th a t  they had  let a m an 
in to  th e ir  room  a t  ap p ro x i
m ately ten  o’clock th a t  night.

The m an had  claim ed entry 
on the  grounds th a t  he was 
checking the  e lectrical systems

in the  room.
The p erp e tra to r had  spent 

tim e surveying electrical items 
in  the  room and  th en  left. 
M oments la te r the  victim  had 
come to realise th a t  both their 
phone and  w allet -  containing 
over 60 pounds - had  been 
stolen.

The s tudent prom ptly a le rt
ed the  H all’s  security  staff who 
im m ediate ly  co n tac ted  the  
police.

A fter surveying  security  
cam era footage from  the pre
ceding two hours, security  staff 
had been unable to detect the  
suspect en tering  the  building.

This led them  to conclude 
th a t  the  suspect, described as

ta ll and lean, had been in the 
build ing  for over two hours 
prio r to  the crim e -  possibly 
identifying opportunities.

The victim  told The Beaver, 
“a fte r  speaking to  the  police 
they have stressed th a t there 
are  a group of professionals 
currently  targeting  freshers in 
the  vicinity of Rosebery Hall.”

Posters were p u t up around 
the Hall following the  incident 
and  em ails w ere sent ou t to res
idents urging vigilance.

S tu d en ts  w ere asked  to 
“always close and  lock your 
room door”, “never le t anyone 
w alk into the Hall behind you 
if you don’t  know them ” and 
“never le t anyone in to  your

room if you don’t  know them .” 
S tudents were also told to 

call the reception “im m ediate
ly” if they noticed anything or 
anyone suspicious.

However, concern has risen 
am ong m any residen ts over 
security  w ith in  the  hall. One 
resident, preferring  not to  be 
nam ed, com m ented, “m ost 
responsibility  lies w ith the  hall. 
How did he get in?”

A s tu d e n t H all S ecurity  
Officer s ta ted  “S tudents should 
be m ore careful. We have re iter
a ted  security  advice by placing 
posters throughout the hall.” 

This was echoed by LSE 
S tu d e n ts ’ U nion (SU)
R esidences Officer, Louise

events,” he said.
V incenti rep o rted  th a t  

“negotia tions w ere m oving 
faster earlier in the  week. We 
have now h it additional prob
lems. We hope to have a clearer 
un d e rs tan d in g  by nex t 
Tuesday.”

liti Nangia
outside St. Philips M edical Centre
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UGM motion on arms funding cut 
short after debate; resumes this week
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Patrick Cullen
Senior Reporter

A m otion  th a t  w ould 
attem pt to m andate the 
LSE S tu d e n ts ’ U nion 

(SU) and the School to “ensure 
th at they don’t  invest in or 
accept donations from ” any of 
13 companies closely linked to 
th e  g lobal arm s tra d e  was 
d ebated  a t  la s t T hursday’s 
U nion  G eneral M eeting 
(UGM).

The m otion, titled  ‘Arms 
Trade’ was proposed by Aled 
Fisher, the  SU ’s Environm ent 
and  Ethics Officer, and James 
Caspell a S tudent Governor on 
LSE Council and Male Co- 
Chair of the LSE SU Green 
Party.

D ue to  tim e co n stra in ts  
imposed by the  elections for 
C hair and  Vice-Chair, the  
m otion was n e ith er fully 
debated nor voted on.

Ross K Allan, of the 
D ebate  Society  stood  as a 
speaker against the motion. In 
spite of cries from the  UGM to 
“Move to Vote”, the  newly 
elected UGM  Chair, Daisy 
O’Brien, cut F isher’s speaking 
tim e down to one m inute, and 
cu t off A llan in m id-flow, 
before the UGM came to a 
close.

The m otion follows the 
revelation in The Beaver th at 
the  London School of 
Economics (LSE) has received 
over £125,000 over the  course

of the  last five years from at 
least two high-profile compa
nies closely linked to the  glob
al arm s trade. As reported by 
The Beaver la s t week, the 
School has so far refused to 
disclose the names of the two 
companies involved, claiming 
th a t  to do so w ould not be in 
the  “public interest.”

However, a spokesperson 
for the School confirmed to 
The Beaver  th a t  the  funds 
from the companies have gone 
directly to two academics for 
conducting  research  a t  the  
LSE.

Allan told The Beaver, “I 
spoke on Thursday ultim ately 
because I d idn’t  feel enough 
h ad  been sa id  ab o u t the 
m otion for us to be sure th at 
there was a consensus of opin
ion behind it for us to pass it as 
policy of our Union.”

He continued , “rubber- 
stam ping w hat is no doubt a 
well m eant b u t not necessarily 
well thought-out m otion while 
many students are leaving to 
get to  class w ould hardly have 
m ade U nion policy-m aking 
look any better.”

Both Allan and F isher have 
both agreed th a t there w as not 
enough tim e to  properly dis
cuss the  m otion. F isher 
expanded  on his tru n ca ted  
argum ent to The Beaver, say
ing th a t “The financial case is 
also strong. The LSE has a 
large su rp lus an d  does not 
need donations from compa
nies th a t deal in  death  ... I 
would argue th a t even if we

James Caspell (left), Aled Fisher (right)

needed this money, the  moral 
argum ent would stand.”

He continued,
“N evertheless, the  financial 
argum ent remains, this m otion 
w ill no t lose the  SU any 
money. I t  has the full support 
of Joel [Kenrick]. The SU does 
not invest in  or accept dona
tions from the 13 listed compa
nies - the  m otion just makes 
this practice official.”

A llan to ld  The Beaver, 
“Aled contributed no substan

tia l reason to  move in favour of 
this m otion o ther than  an  emo
tional plea th a t  companies who 
produce arm s are  ind irectly  
responsible for harm  and dev
asta tion  throughout the world, 
and th a t  apparently  because 
the  LSE doesn’t  educate engi
neers or scientists we are  not 
deserving of donations from 
such companies.”

He continued, “I  have no 
set in tention to speak out ‘for 
the  arm s trad e ’ on Thursday.

Nonetheless, I am yet to hear a 
convincing reason as to why I 
should support the m otion, and 
I don’t  believe I am alone in 
saying that.”

The m otion has been auto
m atically re-subm itted for this 
week’s UGM. Simon Douglas, a 
m em ber of th e  C onstitu tion  
and S teering Committee (C & 
S) said th a t he w ould recom
mend th a t the m otion was re
started  from the beginning.

First UGM of the year ends in chaos

students
union

Tam talks (right), C&S counting votes (below right), Executive comm ittee reports (above)

Patrick Cullen
Senior Reporter

T he first U nion General 
M eeting (UGM) of the 
year was held las t week 

w ith the trad ition  of paper- 
throw ing in evidence despite 
last year’s ban.

Elections for UGM Chair 
were held initially, w ith the 
eventual w inner being Daisy 
O’Brien, a  form er member of 
the  LSE S tuden ts’ U nion (SU) 
C onstitu tion  and  Steering  
Committee (C&S). She is also a 
current m em ber on the LSE SU 
Finance and  Services 
Committee (F&S).

The post was also contested 
by last year’s UGM Chair Van 
Livanis, LSE SU Conservative 
Society m em ber Paul Church

and newcomer Ruhana Ali.
Several rounds of voting 

were conducted, during which 
C&S members were called to 
help w ith the  count.

“I didn’t know what the 
hell was going on, paper 

was flying eveiywhere and 
no one seemed to have 

any control.” 
- First-year student

Elections were also held for 
the  position  of UGM Vice- 
Chair. The post was contested 
by Ali, Church and UGM new
comer Alex Teytelboym. A close 
vote resulted, w ith C&S need
ing to  sp lit the floor to decide

on the  eventual w inner, 
Teytelboym.

A vote of no-confidence in 
C&S was called for following 
the  considerable delay in the 
counting of votes; however it 
d id  not gain  the  requ ired  
m ajority to pass.

The Beaver spoke to James 
K etteringham  of C&S, who 
declared th a t “it w asn’t  very 
fair as i t ’s hard  to count people 
w hen they’re waving their arm s 
around.”

Teytelboym has  since 
resigned from his post due to 
personal reasons.

One first year student said, 
“I d idn’t  know w hat the hell 
was going on, paper was flying 
everywhere and no one seemed 
to have any control.”

Union Jack

N o t a bad UGM Jack 
thought, looking a t  the 
m ix of newbies and vet

erans on offer.
Camp Tam held his own, 

m aking the  proceedings 
N ew sround-esque. Joel kep t 
asking us w hat we thoughts 
about his fun fair, Ali took 
some flack  for the  w ebsite 
(which tells visitors to go else
where) and Alex w asn’t  even 
there.

All the  p a rt- tim e  Exec 
I looked very cheerful, queuing 

up to ta lk  to us, before joining 
together on stage like  some 
sickening happy-clappy choir.

Or perhaps hudd ling  
together on stage to collective- 

I ly fight off the tough questions 
(there were none, Neighbours 
and  R ish i-com parisons the  
closest th ing and they claimed 
to have forgotten both).

The real fun though was an 
unusually  lively set of elec
tions- anyone w ould th ink  they 
m eant something.

Three hopeful souls jogged 
up to the unforgiving stage to 
knock Van M an off his perch as 
Chair, and  against the odds, one 
of them  did.

Daisy O’Brien (DOB) m ade 
Paul a Church-goer and in the 
highly dubious North-K orean 
style voting system (three votes 
anyone?) gave Van Man more 

! tim e to spend w ith his balcony 
and get “carried away.”

A nd the AU will certainly 
j need him.

Things w ere looking
J pathetically  th in  on the ground 

on the once-mighty upstairs.
W ith Kav in tegrated  with 

his new chums on the SU Exec 
and ready to jum p in to  Van’s 
w ashed-up  Sabb dream s,

1 there’s a vacancy for a new 
I leader.

Jack th inks w ith Van Man 
back where he belongs, the  bal
cony should be back in busi
ness (C&S watch out).

So w ith DOB in the chair,
: ju st tim e to rubber stam p some 

m inute-taking gimp in as vice
chair- except th a t for the  first 
tim e ever, more th an  one person 
wanted to  do it!

Limp Church tried  again, 
but couldn’t  even bring himself 
to share a bad joke w ith us, so 
C ockney-Russian Alex
T ittle ta ttle  snuck  in  (and 
resigned hours later).

DOB got off to a bad  start, 
forgetting all th a t she’d  learned 
from  h e r g in -fueled  three  
weeks on C&S while some AU 
wag tried  to sack C&S for 
counting too accurately.

Flaky Simon Douglas (no 
relation to Doug Oliver, they’re 
both ju st m issing surnam es) 
did his best to get himself fired 
by giving the w orst speech ever, 
bu t there was no appetite for 
more e lections...this week.

By th is  tim e easily-Led 
Fisher and Jam es Cesspit were 
jum ping in the aisles for their 
m otions, b u t R esident 
Robinson simply had to ask a 
tim e w asting question about 

! time wasting.
By then, the Chinese and 

o ther real students were here 
for their Accounting & Finance 
lecture and the  UGM was shu t
down. Fisher w ill ju st have to 
simmer about arm s for another 

I week.
Same time, same place...

-i-
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LSE plumetts 
in rankings

BBC home not on LSE shopping list

Ali Moussavi

T he London School of 
Econom ics (LSE) has 
been placed 17th out of 

200 in  the  ‘World University 
Rankings 2006’, a ranking  con
ducted  by the Times Higher 
Education Supplem ent (THES) 
magazine.

W hile the LSE has dropped 
six  places from 11th in 2005, it 
has rem ained in the  top 20. Top 
honours in the  ranking  were 
claim ed by H arvard University.

Although the  top 20 world 
universities rem ain dom inated 
by A m erican institu tio n s , 
B ritish universities Cambridge 
and Oxford were placed second 
and th ird  respectively. Im perial 
College London also managed 
a top ten  position, being ranked 
ninth.

Over the last three years, 
the rankings have showcased 
the trend  of Am erican universi
ties consisten tly  ou tran k in g  
th e ir  B ritish  coun terparts; 
serving to highlight the  vast 
difference in  university endow
m ents betw een B ritain  and the 
U nited States.

W hile US universities are 
largely funded by private sec
to r donations, B ritish in stitu 
tions receive governm ent fund
ing. H arvard’s endowm ent of 
$26 b illion  (£13.8 b illion) 
exceeds the to ta l annual fund
ing for a ll British universities.

Recent press reports have 
identified the  LSE as a  m em ber 
of a new group of universities 
know n as ‘G 5’, w hich  has 
begun to act independently as a

lobby and  pressure group push
ing for more governm ent fund
ing in  o rder to m ain tain  a  glob
al academ ic edge alongside the 
U nited States.

Previously, in  2004 and 
2005, the LSE was ranked sec
ond beh ind  H arvard  in  the 
THES S ocial Science 
Rankings. However, social sci
ence rankings were not avail
able this year. The LSE did 
however rank  jo in t-th ird  w ith 
S tanford U niversity in term s of

THES Rankings
1. Harvard University
2. Cambridge
3. Oxford
4. M.I.T

Yale University
6. Stanford University
7. California Inst of Tech
8. UC Berkeley 
9- imperial College 
to . Princeton University

recru itm en t - below  only 
H arvard and the  M assachusetts 
Institu te  of Technology (MIT).

Professor Paul Johnson, the 
School’s Deputy D irector for 
P lanning and Resources, said, 
"LSE rem ains one of the  top 20 
ran k ed  universities in  the 
world. We appear to have sim i
la r  scores in  these THES rank
ings to those in 2005 -  indeed 
improving our faculty  to  s tu 
dent m easure -  b u t the ran k 
ings m ethodology has . been 
amended, which has affected 
the position of various univer
sities."

Tanya R ajapakse
News Editor

T he London School of 
Econom ics (LSE) has 
firm ly denied  reports  

th a t it is planning on buying 
Bush House, currently  occu
pied  by th e  B ritish
B roadcasting  C orporation  
(BBC).

A ccording to  The Times 
newspaper, the LSE has p u t in 
a bid for Bush House as p a rt of 
its expansion plans and is look
ing to take  over the  space once 
the BBC vacates i t  in ten  years 
tim e. However, several sources 
w ithin the  School have stated 
th a t no such plans are  in place 
a t  this point of time.

The reports  ab o u t Bush 
House come a t a point when 
the School is planning for its 
s teady grow th by tak ing  on 
new developments and  refur- 
b ishm ents to  increase  space 
and  avoid issues of overcrowd
ing.

Figures released  by the 
School indicate th a t this year it 
recruited 4961 new undergrad
u a tes  and  postg radua tes, 
bringing the  current num ber of 
to ta l full-tim e students a t the- 
LSE to  slightly over 8000.

The Beaver has learn t th a t 
these recru itm ent figures are  in 
excess of the School’s targets 
for the present academ ic year. 
A spokesperson for the LSE 
confirm ed th a t  th is  num ber 
was, “some 267 students over 
the registration target.”

However, LSE’s Academic 
Registrar, Simeon Underwood, 
told The Beaver, “Recruitm ent 
is never an exact science, and 
over-recruitm ent a t this level is 
well w ith in  the bounds of to l
erance. The School’s p lan  is for

steady growth to 9,000 students 
by 2 0 1 2 .”

The School’s growth plan 
led to  the acquisition of the  24 
Kingsway building in October
2004. The LSE has invested £63 
m illion in  renovating the build
ing, originally b u ilt in 1912, 
and  the project is expected to 
be completed by autum n 2008.

The ‘New Academic 
Building’, as 24 Kingsway is

M anagem ent School and Law 
D epartm ent onto the th ird  to 
seventh floors.

According to a spokesper
son for the School, the  New 
Academic Building will “effec
tively double  th e  School’s 
teaching space.”

The School has also recent
ly refurbished the Towers, lead
ing to the  addition  of the U 8 
teaching  room w hich seats

BBC’s Bush House
now know n, is proposed to 
have 11 floors in to ta l contain
ing four lecture theatres and 
two floors of fu rther teaching 
facilities.

The u p p e r floors are  
expected to house departm en
tal and academ ic offices, with 
plans in place to move the  new

about 160 students. A further 
17 rooms have also been u pdat
ed w ith in  the  Towers and 
another 15 rooms have been 
renovated across campus with 
the  ad d itio n  of “im proved 
teaching equipm ent as well as 
new  room decoration.”

However, speculation about

the  fu tu re  of the  Towers is 
ongoing, w ith underlying opin
ion th a t better use of the  s ite  is 
needed.

The School has also con
firmed th a t it is considering the 
redevelopment of Clare M arket 
Building and  St. Clem ents 
Building following the  comple
tion  of 24 Kingsway. Both 
buildings are from the  1960’s 
and have been recognised as 
requiring an overhaul.

LSE S tudents’ U nion (SU) 
G eneral Secretary, Jimmy Tam, 
noted th a t, “overcrowding is 
obviously a big concern for 
m any stu d en ts  b u t I th in k  
LSE’s unique environm ent can 
often lead to a perception th a t 
it is overcrowded. The im por
tan t issue is th a t all students 
have access to the resources 
and services they require.”

He sa id  he th o u g h t it 
im portant th a t the  School has 
“careful p lans” for its expected 
growth and supported the  New 
Academic Building claim ing its 
arrival, “will give students and 
academics a great addition  to 
L SE ’s provision of teaching  
space.”

On the subject of the  SU ’s 
plans for dealing w ith  increas
ing student num bers, Tam told 
The Beaver, “we are writing 
our five-year strateg ic p lan  to 
give the  U nion a longer-term  
vision and so we can apply for 
more resources from the School 
to  deal w ith  the  expected  
growth in  student num bers.”

W hen asked about the pro
posed SU building, Tam stated  
th a t  he was unsure of the exact 
location although “the  current 
idea is to move the SU to the 
island site where the  K ings’ 
Cham bers currently  a re . ..”

Tam did not provide a defi
n ite  tim e-fram e for the  move.
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Imperial divorces the UL
■ Imperial moves to full independence, now 19 m em bers in the University of London
■ LSE aiming to award its own degrees, dem ands better structure

Chris Lam
News Editor

I m perial College London has 
officially left the  University 
of London (UL) following 

lo ng-stand ing  d iscussions 
betw een the two sides. Im perial 
expects to be fully independent 
by July 2007.

Rector of Im perial College, 
S ir  R ichard Sykes, to ld  The 
Guardian newspaper, “This is a 
m ajor step on our road to  full 
independence and I'm  particu 
larly pleased th a t  we are able 
to m anage i t  in tim e for our 
100th birthday. My thanks go to 
the  University of London for 
th e ir  cooperation, which has 
enabled us to quickly reach an 
agreem ent th a t is good news 
for all a t the  college.”

M eanw hile, the  London 
School of Economics (LSE) has

“We have considered 
doing an Imperial” 

- Howard D avies
LSE Director

denied th a t it w ill be immedi
ately following suit, b u t said it 
is still considering its position.

LSE D irector S ir Howard 
Davies told The Beaver, “We 
have considered  ‘doing an 
Im perial’, b u t though the  uni
versity is not absolutely crucial

ren tly  costs LSE abou t 
£300,000 per annum.

As m embers of the UL, LSE 
students have autom atic access 
to the Senate House L ibrary on 
M alet S treet w hich contains 
m ore than  two m illion books, 
m any of which are unavailable 
a t  the  School.

The federal university also 
coord inates in terco lleg iate  
halls, a careers service and an I 
accom m odation office for stu- j 
dents seeking accommodation 
away from halls.

A lthough Im perial has left, I 
it appears th a t  the UL’s exis
tence is not in doubt, w ith m ore 
in stitu tio n s  a round  London 
becoming members. There are 
currently  19 members, which 
include U niversity  College 
London (UCL), K ing’s College 
London, the  London Business 
School and Goldsmiths.

One LSE  stu d en t who 
wished to rem ain anonymous 
said, “I don’t  use any of the 
facilities a t  U L because they 
are  too fa r  away. Why w ould I 
use the accom m odation office 
a t UL, when there is one on 
campus, and I can’t  see myself 
heading all the way to Malet 
S treet to study.”

Steve Gummer, a th ird  year 
LSE law  student added, “To be 
honest, being a t a university 
w ith the prestige of the  LSE, I 
don’t  see why my degree should 
be aw arded by the University 
of London in stead  of the 
School.”

for us and  we use the LSE 
b rand  exclusively, we do m ake 
m ore use of the  central parts of 
the university th an  Im perial, so 
we are  not quite  in the  same 
position.”

He elaborated, “Partly th at 
is a m atter of geography, partly  
th a t  some people here study or 
research subjects where the  UL 
l ib ra ry  is relevan t and  the

powers. A t present, LSE s tu 
dents’ degrees are  aw arded by 
the UL.

A spokesperson for the  
School noted , “There is no 
value added from a UL degree 
here because the LSE name has 
such a high profile.”

Davies added  th a t  the 
School’s position is not to  leave 
if “we are  allowed to issue our

School of A dvanced Studies 
too. We do keep an open m ind 
for th e  fu tu re , however the  
position is quite  fluid a t pres
ent.”

The LSE is cu rren tly  in 
negotiations w ith the  U L to 
have its own degree awarding

own degrees, which we have 
asked to  do.” He to ld  The 
Beaver th a t  the  School would 
also w ant “m ajor changes to the 
governance arrangem ents 
which give the colleges more 
power.”

M embership of the U L cur
Photograph: Chris I.

Yosri Fouda of Al-Jazeera speaks a t the LSE, see nex t page
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Poor representation of state school 
students across top UK universities
Hie UK’s top universities continue to miss their Higher Education benchmarks for state school students

Continued from Front 
Page
grades of th e  ap p lican ts ’ 
school. Inform ation from the 
can d id a te’s s ta tem en t abou t 
th e ir  personal and  dom estic 
circum stances was also consid
ered. As Richardson told THES 
last year, “the reasoning is th at 
someone who gets 2As and a B 
in a school w here this is unusu
al m ight have more potential 
th an  someone from  a school, 
independent o r  state.”

In recent years, the  School 
has launched a num ber of 
schem es to  ‘W iden 
P artic ip a tio n ’ and boost the 
num ber of applications from 
disadvantaged groups. Baldwin 
said “our task  is to show stu 
dents th a t if you are  a capable 
candidate, LSE would welcome 
your app lica tio n , w hatever 
your background.”

L SE ’s W idening
P artic ip a tio n  Coordinator, 
K aty Redfern, told The Beaver 
“the schemes -  f irst launched 
in 1998 -  are  aim ed not ju st a t 
increasing  the  n um ber of 
applications to the School, bu t 
also a t encouraging pupils to 
discover new opportunities and 
to  fulfil their potential.” She 
hailed the ‘Aiming for a College 
Education’ (ACE) days, which 
are aimed a t students in year 9 
and 10 and provide workshops 
th at give an insight into life at 
university. 92 percent of stu-

“Our task is to show 
students that if you 

are a capable 
candidate, LSE would 

welcome your 
application, whatever 

your background” 
- Catherine Baldwin 

Head of Admissions

dents who had attended ACE 
said th a t the experience made 
them  more likely to w ant to 
a ttend  university.

More recently, the School

has set up  the ‘LSE CHOICE’ 
and ‘LSE M aths’ schemes for 
talented pupils a t  six th  form 
level in the London area. 50 to 
100  students are  also involved 
in the  ‘S tu d en t Shadow ing 
Scheme’, the  m ajority of who, 
according to Redfem , “decide 
to  apply to  LSE a fter their time 
w ith us.”

Despite recent rises in s tate 
school adm issions, Baldwin 
acknowledged th a t there were 
s till  problem s w ith  certa in  
groups being significantly  
under-represented a t  universi
ty-

She pointed to research by 
The Sutton Trust, which shows 
th a t “m any students from some 
d isadvan taged  backgrounds 
still do not apply to top univer
sities for reasons of culture or 
capital.”

S tate  school educated Tam 
wished to praise the w ork of 
the School in trying to widen 
participation, b u t argued th at 
m ore needed to be done. He 
said , “the  high expense of 
studying and  living in London 
is unfortunately an increasing 
consideration  fo r ap p li
cants... we need to ensure th at 
the  m ost able students from all 
sectors of society are  able to 
apply to LSE.”

He challenged students to 
“do our b it too.” He noted, “I 
recently ran a summ er school 
class on student politics...w hy 
not go in to  your old school and 
offer to do a talk  on the bene
fits of h igher education?”

M eanw hile, the  effect of 
to p -u p  fees on adm issions 
rem ains unclear a t this point in 
time. Having been introduced 
this autum n, there have been 
fears th a t the £3,000 a year fee 
m ight cause studen ts to  re
th ink  applying to university.

The N ationa l U nion of 
S tudents (NUS) recently said, 
“th is  au tum n, th ousands of 
students will be m issing out on 
a university  education  a fte r  
being priced out of a degree by 
the  in troduction  of top -up  
fees.” They expressed “deep 
concern a t figures which reveal 
th a t many universities across 
the  sector [including LSE] are 
failing  to m eet targ e ts  for

P e rc e n t  o f  s ta te  sch o o l s tu d e n ts  a t  th e  LSE in  la s t  f ive y e a rs

At a Glance: How LSE compares

■■■■ % From  Low 
P articipation  

Neighbourhoods
Benchm ark

(%)

4.3
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fffm rn m
The University of Warwick 0.9 9.4
The University of Cambridge 5.3 8.7
The University of Oxford 4.0 8.5
.University College London ■ ■ B E H M w  m
London Metropolitan University 15.4 18.3
Gourtauld Institute of Art 2.5

. Norwich School of Art and Design 12.4 14.7
U n iv e rs itie s  m iss  b e n c h m a rk s  fo r  low  p a rt ic ip a tio n  n e ig h 
b o u rh o o d s

widening access.”
However, the  rise in state 

school admissions to LSE this 
year -  a fte r  a th ree-y ear 
downward trend  -  m ight ease 
such concerns slightly.

Baldwin argued th a t “per
haps perversely, the top-up  fee 
system will leave many lower- 
incom e stu d en ts  b e tte r  off 
because of the  introduction of 
bursaries and up front fees. 
However, there  is a tough mes
sage to  get across to  those stu 
d en ts from  poorer b ack
grounds who are averse to debt 
th a t a university education is 
in the  long-term  financially 
and in te llec tua lly  w orth 
while.”

She described a “signifi
cant groundswell in widening 
participation ...the  message is 
filtering through to schools of 
the value of higher education.” 
As a result, “more students 
than  ever before are  applying 
to university.”

She highlighted in particu
la r  the  work of the former 
polytechnics in prom oting 
w ider participation in higher 
education.

The rise in admissions this 
year shows the  School experi
encing a national trend  which 
has seen m ost of the  elite  
Russell G roup universities 
increase th e ir  s ta te  school 
in take since the mid-1990s.

•70.80%

London Metropolitan University

imperial Colleg
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U n iv e rs itie s  m iss  b e n c h m a rk s  fo r  s ta te  sch o o l s tu d e n ts  %
Source: Higher Education Statistics Agency, www.hesa.ac.uk

Finnish PM on the future of Europe
Laura C oom bes

T he fu ture  of Europe lies 
in “innovation, innova
tion and  innovation” 

according to Fin land’s Prime 
M inister (PM), M attiVanhanen.

He was addressing the LSE 
a t  a ta lk  en titled , ‘The 
E uropean  U nion and  the 
Challenge of Globalisation.

The Finnish PM’s visit last 
Thursday m arks the beginning 
of a series of talks organised by 
the  LSE E uropean  In stitu te  
and Financial Times Business, 
which w ill see the  Old Theatre 
opening its doors to a num ber 
of influential figures.

F inland currently  holds the 
EU presidency and will be in 
charge of policy u n til 
December.

Vanhanen’s message for his 
six  m onths in  control was a 
stark  one; essentially, in the era

of globalisation, “the economy 
and economics rule; they are 
w h a t drives th e  w orld for
ward.”

He w arned against compla
cency. “G lobalisation  places 
huge demands on our competi
tiveness - there is no hiding 
place, no shelter from competi
tion.”

At the same time, the PM 
was keen to em phasis th a t  
g lobalisa tion  should  n o t be 
seen as a threat, bu t as a ‘force 
for good’, pointing to its suc
cess in “lifting people out of 
poverty” in Indochina.

Acknow ledging th a t  the 
EU  “canno t com pete w ith  
cheaper lab o u r”, V anhanen 
highlighted the need to find 
new products and new ways of 
producing them . He insisted 
th a t competitiveness is com
p a tib le  w ith  environm ental 
policy.

Drawing on the success of

the  EU external trad e  policy, 
Vanhanen suggested th a t  we 
need sim ilar unity  in  energy.

D iscussing reliance on 
Russian supplies, he observed, 
“Do you th ink  th a t the EU will 
have m ore influence w ith 
Russia if we act together, or as 
separate mem ber states, each 
w ith our own agenda? I th ink 
th a t the answ er is obvious.” 

The PM reitera ted  his com
m itm ent to  enlargement, which 
has “taken European stability  
to new frontiers”, w ith o r w ith
out ra tifica tio n  of the
Constitutional Treaty, welcom
ing the addition of Bulgaria, 
Rom ania and Turkey to the 
“European family.”

Both the Italian  and Greek 
prim em inisters are  scheduled 
visit the LSE during this term.

Al-Jazeera talk

T he Al-Jazeera netw ork’s 
Chief Investigative 
Correspondent, Yosri 

Fouda, addressed  th e  Old 
T hea tre  on 2 October, in  a 
debate en titled  ‘Al-Jazeera -  A 
Different Voice in the World’.

Fouda, who hosts a 
P anoram a-sty le  investigative 
program m e on A l-Jazeera , 
spoke to a packed audience 
consisting of journalists, aca
demics and students on how 
the netw ork had been “contro
versial from day one.”

He talked  of the challenges 
facing the channel, including 
intim idation from governments 
around the world, the smearing 
of its reputation particu larly  in 
E gypt and  having a targ e t 
audience in the  M iddle East 
where 50 percent of the popu
lation is illiterate.

Fouda also suggested th a t 
A l-Jazeera’s reporting provides 
an alternative perspective on 
the same event to th a t of other 
in te rn a tio n a l m edia outle ts  
such as the  BBC and CNN.

In a question and answer 
session, Fouda was faced with 
several challenging questions 
including w hether it was possi
ble  fo r A l-Jazeera  to break  
through to  the Am erican audi
ence, why Al-Jazeera had not 
been successful in b ringing  
ab o u t em pirical political 
changes in the Arab world and 
w hether the  channel makes the 
‘Clash of Civilisations’ more or 
less likely.

In his answers, Fouda was 
defensive of A l-Jazeera’s m ini
m al reporting  on the  Q atar 
government, sta ting  there is “no 
m edia ou tle t in the  world 
which is 100 percent free.” He 
also added, “it takes tim e to 
educate  your m asses,” thus 
defending A l-Jazeera against 
the  charge of being biased 
tow ards Qatar, w here i t  is 
based.

Fatim a Manji

NUS Extra

O ver 1200 NUS ‘E x tra ’ 
cards have been sold to 
LSE students since they 

w ent on sale. Online purchases 
accounted  for 302 of these 
w hilst th ree  quarters were dis
tributed  in the Quad.

LSE SU T reasurer Joel 
Kenrick said th a t  the num ber 
was “well above expectations.” 

Chris Lam

LGBT Officer Quits

T he LSE S tudents’ Union 
(SU) has announced th at 
A lexandra Murphy, the 

LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual 
and trans-gendered) officer has 
decided to step down from her 
post for personal reasons.

The elections for the  new 
LGBT officer w ill be held in 
week 4, a t the  same tim e as the 
other M ichaelmas term  elec
tions. M urphy has to ld  The 
Beaver th a t the LGBT officer 
“is a very w orthw hile  role 
given the presence of the gay 
community in the  School and 
London in general.”

Wil B arber, the  SU 
R eturning Officer, who is in 
charge of the  forthcoming elec
tions, told The Beaver th a t  he 
hopes th a t this year the posi
tion is well contested, so th at 
there can be no question about 
the credibility of the winner. 
O ther vacant positions to fill 
during the next elections are  of 
G eneral Course Officer and 
Postgraduate Officer.

Danielle Priestly

- f

Finnish PM Vanhanen at the LSE
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The real right to choose
Zoe

Sullivan

A lexandra
V incenti

W e as individuals and 
s tu d en ts  live in a 
culture of choice and 

m utual respect, an achieve
m ent th a t  has taken  years of 
toil to accomplish. W hatever a 
person’s opinion concerning 
the  v iab ility  of life, foetal 
autonom y and the  m orality of 
society there should be always 
be the  fundam ental r igh t of 
all women to control decisions 
concerning th e ir  bodies and 
lives.

The article , ‘R ight to 
choose b u t w rong to  k ill’ 
a ttem pts to m ake a political 
point th a t is irrelevant to the 
practicalities of life. I t is futile 
to constan tly  deba te  the 
m oral o r legal r igh t and  sta tus 
of an  unborn child w hen there 
can never be agreement. We 
m ust seek to  accom plish a 
tangible and realistic situa
tion  w here th e  r igh ts of 
women a re  placed  firm ly 
above a ll theoretical, emotive

and philosophical debates.
Renewed in terest in  the 

reduction of the  tim e lim it is 
not due to  “enlightened” a tti
tudes o r  re liab le  m edical 
research b u t is in fact due to 
political wrangling and power 
struggles between the m ajor 
UK political parties. The real
ity  of current medical th in k 
ing squarely  favours a 
w om an’s r ig h t to choose, 
dem onstrated by the British 
M edical A ssociation, the  
Royal College of O bstetricians 
and Gynaecologists (RCOG), 
and  th e  Royal Coliege of 
Nursing support for m ain tain
ing the current tim e lim it of 
24 weeks.

Furtherm ore many of the 
com m ents upon w hich the 
a rticle rested were misleading, 
inaccurate and stink  of the 
highly emotive w hite-w ash  
typically used by the  ‘pro-life’ 
lobby to  avoid acknowledging 
the centrality  of a wom an’s 
right to choose.

First, the claim  th a t  abor
t io n  and  b reast cancer are 
inextricably linked is frankly 
irresponsible. After research
ing  the  connection leading  
cancer research charities have 
all concluded th a t there is no 
positive correla tion .
F urtherm ore, the  orig inal 
research was funded by the 
anti-choice group ‘Life’. The 
RCOG comm enting on their 
report found it to have no reli
able foundation and claimed 
it w ould lead to unnecessary 
anxiety am ongst women.

( )
The reality of 

current medical 
thinking 
squarely 

favours a 
woman’s right 

to choose

Second, the decision to ter
m inate  a pregnancy on the 
grounds of foetal abnorm ality 
is an excruciatingly difficult 
one to m ake, and should rest 
solely in the hands of those 
who w ill have to care for the 
child throughout its life. Some 
seem ingly bana l o r m inor 
physical abnorm alities are 
known to be in fact sympto
m atic of more serious physical 
and m ental problems.

Third, i t  is naive to suggest 
th a t abortion is an expression 
of societal break-dow n. 
R esearch by the  LSE  has 
dem onstrated th a t we are  in 
fact living in a tim e of excel
len t sexual health  knowledge

and awareness of contracep
tion. The legalisation of abor
tion  was ranked a t the  top of 
m any factors th a t have con
trib u ted  to the m odern and 
progressive fabric of our socie
ty. In reality  unw anted preg
nancies have occurred 
throughout history, and  are  not 
a modern pandemic, used by 
women in lieu of contracep
tion. By reducing the  .time 
lim it, or crim inalising abor
tion, one w ill only drive 
women to seek out dangerous 
backstreet o r DIY abortions.

Lastly, to suggest th a t 98% 
of abortions occur due to 
social reasons is to trivialise 
the complex and diverse rea
sons why women may choose 
to term inate their pregnancies. 
To tre a t such a difficult deci
sion in  such a  flippant way is 
to show a complete lack of 
respect and  caring  for the  
m en tal and  physical stress 
women go through w hen fac
ing such a choice.

Therefore while the LSE 
S tuden ts’ Union (SU) has a 
proud history of engaging w ith 
current affairs th a t effect ‘stu 
dents as students’, and of hav
ing a progressive outlook 
towards such issues, LSESU 
policy is c reated  and employed 
to serve, represent and protect 
its students. C entral to  its 
dedication  is the  pro tection  
and  fu rth eran ce  of stu d en t 
w elfare. This is ensured 
th rough  providing resources 
and inform ation th a t students 
can choose to  access and use in

the best way they see fit. SU 
policy is m ost im portan tly  
practical not political, as such 
it is designed to benefit s tu 
dents ra th er than  being d icta t
ed by sensationalist political 
overtures.

The LSESU  reflects the  
opinion of the  m ajority of UK 
women and the very real needs 
of women on our campus by 
providing a ‘Right to Choose 
fund’ th a t is in line w ith cur
ren t British legislation. This 
offers support and information 
on a w om an’s options and con
fidential counselling to sup
p ort her through this difficult 
time. I t also provides m onetary 
assistance, regardless of the 
decision a wom an makes on 
the fu ture  of her pregnancy. 
For example, the money may 
be used for an abortion in a 
private clinic to  minimise the 
m ental and physical distress 
th a t  she may encounter, or 
a lte rna tive ly  used to cover 
unexpected  costs du ring  or 
afte r pregnancy (ie m aternity  
clothing, costs of education  
etc.)

Associations the Union is 
affiliated to, such as Abortion 
Rights, all reflect the U nion’s 
policy of placing decisions in 
our students’ hands. Unlike 
the ‘pro-life’ lobby the U nion is 
not here as a political tool to 
judge o r  sway those who seek 
out help and support. But it is 
here as a neutra l body th at 
represents and  p ro tects our 
society of freedom, choice and 
m utual respect of our society.

Is poverty history?
A  year ago they appeared, 

first on the  w rists of 
volunteers for pressure 

groups. Then A-list celebs. A 
few weeks later, every school 
k id  in  the country racked up 
many hours traw ling through 
E-bay to b id for one. They were 
the  fashion accessory of the 
year. Geldof had one, Bono had 
one. Even I had one. Everyone 
was w hipped in to  a frenzy for 
the  coveted M ake Poverty 
History w hite w ristbands, and 
poverty was, quite rightly, pu t 
on the  po litica l agenda for 
2005. A year later, you could 
assum e th a t poverty has suc
cessfully been eradicated, as it 
rarely enters the political ja r 
gon th a t  MPs throw  into the 
media arena.

Congratu lations to  those 
pop stars who rocked out at 
Live Aid 2005 -  you really did 
‘feed the  world,’ and well done 
to  each and every one of you 
who bought the bands. Poverty 
doesn’t  exist anymore! If only.

On th e  16th October, a 
speaker event a t the  LSE will 
de ta il th e  progress and

Louise
R o b in so n

achievements since the hype in
2005. R ather th an  a tw o- 
m inute ‘well done, we did it,’ I 
expect th a t  the tone of the 
m eeting will be more ‘there’s a 
lot more to  happen.’ W ith the 
absolute urgent need for con
tinued action, and  still huge 
leaps to be m ade in relation to 
trad e  conditions, th ird  world 
debt and aid offered by the 
West, it seems incredulous th a t 
poverty as a political issue has 
fallen by the wayside.

The 17th October makes 
the  end to  a m onth  of 
'S tanding  up against Poverty’-  
organised by the Global Call to 
A ction A gainst Poverty. 
D uring this m onth, this coali
tion netw ork has urged people 
to  w ear the w hite w ristbands

Are 
politicians 

now too busy 
cycling for the 

cameras to 
remember the 

poverty 
problems 

they promised 
to resolve?

th a t they queued up to obtain 
when the paparazzi were celeb 
spotting them. Unfortunately, I 
haven’t  noticed so many out 
and about this year.

As a very c lim ate  con
scious person I am delighted 
th a t ‘Green is the new black,’ 
b u t w h a t h appened  to the  
white of hope for the  end of 
poverty? Are politicians now 
too busy cycling for the cam
eras to rem em ber the  poverty 
problem s they  prom ised to 
resolve? Perhaps i t ’s ju st no t as 
cool as when the  streets were 
thronged w ith people singing 
along to  Annie Lennox and 
the Scissor Sisters.

Live 8 was fun, and 
a ttrac ted  a lot of m edia a tten 
tion to a very worthy cause. 
B ut now we need action. 
Societies on cam pus and 
beyond m ust w ork in the com
m on interest to reignite the 
flam es of ju stice  for the 
w orld’s poor. I ’m not saying 
th a t  the  c lim ate aw areness 
should be th w arted  (anyone 
who knows me would think 
the idea ludicrous), b u t I will 
echo M onbiot in saying th at 
there is a direct and  inextrica
b le link  betw een clim ate 
awareness and  m aking poverty 
history.

C lim ate chaos only adds to 
the  poverty problem, as crops 
fail in  droughts and  floods. 
Both are caused by the  eco
nomic powerbrokers. The los
ers lose out further, as the 
domestic politics of the  west 
supersedes the  urgent need for 
a two pronged a ttack  on both 
clim atic  disaster, and  the  
injustice of poverty. As politi
cians cling onto the  fastest 
moving bandwagon, we lose 
sight of the ultim ate goals th at 
we desperately need to focus 
on. We need to m ake poverty 
history, w ithout forgetting th at 
the  p lan e t itse lf m ay soon 
become ju st th a t. We really  
m ust keep momentum  rolling 
for these campaigns, act now, 
and continue to  do so, even if 
Geldof has lost his w hite band 
down the back of the couch.

People and Planet w ill be 
holding a speaker event - 16th 
October, 6.30pm D302 -  UK 
NGOs

17th October, White Band  
Day 4 -  look fo r  events and  
stalls on campusl

EXECUTIVE EDITOR
S i d h a n t h  K a m a th

M A N A G IN G  EDITOR
Alex T e y t e l b o y m  (ap p . )

SE C R E T A R Y
Luc ie  G o u l e t  ( a p p . )

B U S IN E S S  M A N A G E R

i s m a t  A b id i

N EW S EDITORS
C h r is  Lam; 

T a n y a  R a j a p a k s e

FEATURES EDITORS
Ben  B ig g s ;  

F a t i m a  M an j i

P A R T  B E D IT O R S
K evin  P e r ry ;  

D a n ie l  B. Y a te s

S P O R T S  E D IT O R S
S a n c h a  B a i n to n ;  

L a u r a  P a r f i t t

LAYOUT TEAM
S o p h ie  K n ig h t  

A d iti  N a n g ia

THE COLLECTIVE:

A ctin g  C hairperson:
Z iyaad Lunaat

R aihan Alfaridhi; A tif Ali; R oss 
A lan; A n d h a lib  Karim; Wil Braber; 
Jon  B artley ; C lem  B ro u m ley -  
Y oung; S u m it B u tto o ;  Ja m es  
C aspell; S im on  C h ign ell; D ave  
C ole; C hris C olv in ; R ichard  
C oopey; Patrick C ullen; Jam es  
D a v ies; T am sin  D avis; Laura 
D eck ; A li D ew ji; K anan Dhru; 
M att D ou gh erty ; S im on  D ou g las;  
S ia n  E rrin gton ; M ich ael 
F au con n ier-B an k ; A led  D ilw yn  
Fisher; A lex  G eo rg e ; Shariq  
G ilan i; L ucie G o u le t;  S te v e  
G um m er; A nd rew  H allett; Chris 
H e a th c o te ;  Phil H u tch in so n ;  
Stacy-M arie  Ishm ael; Sam  Jones; 
L aleh  K azem i-V eisari; J o e l  
Kenrick; A rthur K rebbers; Sanjivi 
K rishnan; M an d y  Lau; C h arles  
L au ren ce; E la ine
L o n d e sb o r o u g h ; Z iyaad  Lunat; 
C laire M ack ie; R ishi M adlani; 
Fadhil B ak eer M arkar; D o u g  
Oliver; Laura Parfitt; Rob Parker; 
Keith Postler; Mark P ow er; Joe  
Q u aye; P ra sh a n t Rao; O livia  
R usso; Jim m y Tam; A lex  V incenti;  
Claudia W hitcom b; Yee To W ong

PRINTED BY THE NORTHCLIFFE 
PRESS

If y o u  h a v e  w ritten  th r e e  o r  m ore  
ar tic le s  for  The B e a v e r  a n d  your  
n a m e  d o e s  n o t  a p p e a r  in  th e  
C ollective , p le a se  em ail:

th e b e a  v e r .e d ito r@ lse .a c . uk

an d  y o u  w ill b e  a d d e d  t o  th e  list  
in n e x t  w eek 's  paper.

The B e a v e r  is a v a ila b le  in 
a ltern a tiv e  fo rm a ts.

T he v iew s  a n d  o p in io n s  
ex p r e sse d  in  t h e  B eaver are  

th o s e  o f  th e  c o n tr ib u to rs and  
n o t n ecessa r ily  th o s e  o f  th e  
ed ito rs  o r  th e  LSE S tu d en ts'  

U nion



COMMENT&ANALYSIS IBeaver j io  October 2O(2 ^ \ 07

COMMENTC*
ANALYSIS

l e a v e r
Established 1949 - Issue 645

State school 
admissions

Steps in the right direction as the School 
increases its state school intake

Revelations this week that the School increased its admission intake 
from state schools are certainly promising, and a move in the right 
direction. Yet with the School still falling short of the official Higher 
Education Statistics Authority (HESA) benchmark and appearing 
below the average for London universities, this year’s results need to 
be used as the foundations upon which a much more concerted effort 
to encourage state school applications can be built.

A 3% rise, while deserving of appreciation, is simply not enough. The 
LSE’s current schemes to widen acceptances need to be further 
extended with an emphasis placed on innovative ideas and extended 
support.‘Pilot schemes’, such as the one the School currently conducts 
for students from disadvantaged backgrounds, should shed the ‘pilot’ 
from their designations.

Further research into the socio-economic backgrounds of students 
being admitted from clearly disadvantaged communities, would pro
vide a greater insight into the success of schemes that claim to ‘widen 
participation’. At present it might well be that the ‘increase in state 
school admissions,’ is only an increase in state school students from 
middle class backgrounds, hardly true evidence of increased partici
pation.

A step back reveals the problem is not one limited to the LSE alone. 
Rather, all Russell Group Universities subscribe to a similar trend, 
clearly revealing the existence of a much wider social issue. 
Prospective students could be discouraged from applying to such uni
versities for any number of reasons including the increasing costs of a 
university education, a lack of confidence, negative attitudes towards 
higher education in their communities or intimidating stereotypes 
that are typical of elite universities.

The latter is one that we - the School, staff and students - must joint
ly work toward addressing.

Leaving university
Imperial’s leaving of the University of London 

could set a popular trend
As Imperial College announces its departure from the University of 
London, this is an opportune moment for the LSE to clearly review its 
own affiliation with the seemingly ill-fated institution.

Questions have long been asked about whether membership of the 
University of London is really worth the approximate £300,000 a year, 
when the sum would arguably be more effectively spent on providing 
better facilities on campus, specifically for LSE students.

The issue is a complex one, whilst access to services such as the 
Senate House Library and the University of London (UL) sports facil
ities are important to many students at the LSE; others see the UL 
and the association with universities such as Goldsmith’s and King’s, 
as excess baggage rather than adding value to their university expe
rience.

Many have argued the reputation of the London School of Economics 
alone, is more than satisfactory when they are awarded their degrees. 
With such polarized views, this paper encourages the School to 
engage in comprehensive consultation with the student body, before 
embarking on its own trip.

Union General 
Meeting

The Union’s political-debate flagship gets off 
to a shaky start

The first Union General Meeting (UGM) of the year, held this week, 
was regrettably a poor initiation for the many new students attempt
ing to step into this university’s proud political traditions. The ele
mentary process of electing an individual to chair the weekly pro
ceedings extended over an unproductive 35 minutes.

Whilst the UGM will always retain its humorous streak, squandering 
the one precious hour in which the Union’s elected representatives are 
to be held to account is juvenile, and detrimental to student democra
cy.

With numbers a t the UGM unspectacular, student apathy will only be 
further fuelled should issues and motions not be adequately dis
cussed.

While the Students’ Union will (and should) always remain extreme
ly proud of its UGM being the last such remaining weekly meeting in 
the country, such pride will be in vain should the discouragement of 
true political debate and participation continue in coming weeks.

Better argum ent
Dear Sir,

I am writing in response to Sam 
Burke's article 'Right to Choose but 
Wrong to Kill?'. The author is quite 
right in saying that the “most pro
gressive solution to unwanted preg
nancies would be to work at elimi
nating the causes of abortion, name
ly poverty, irresponsible approaches 
to sex, lack of education, etc”. It's a 
shame he didn't write more about 
that, rather than - as always in this 
debate - pointing fingers and accus
ing women of killing their children. 
Let's hope the debate in the forth
coming weeks will give rise to a 
more positive and constructive 
approach to this serious and com
plex issue.

Yours Sincerely,

Jennifer Holly
MSc Gender and Social Policy

Exam Scripts
Dear Sir,

Although it is the right of every 
student to request and receive their 
personal school file using the Data 
Protection Act (James Caspell’s let
ter to the Beaver 26/09/06), I am 
concerned that there is a rumour 
that by obtaining your file, you can, 
firstly, get examination feedback 
and, secondly, gain supporting evi
dence for an appeal. There is a sug
gestion that such a request is a 
secret that the school wishes to con
ceal from students in order to stop 
them using a regulation loophole. 
The comments in your file concern
ing your exams are not designed for 
the benefit of the student. Rather 
they can be as short and vague as 
'good', ’average’ or 'poor'.

Furthermore, your scripts are 
not included in the file, so it is 
impossible to tell which essay ques
tion the comments refer to. The 
grounds for appealing your results 
at LSE are extremely narrow, since 
it is expressly forbidden to question 
the academic integrity of the exam
iners. Therefore, although you will 
discover your individual essay 
marks, you will not be able to use 
these to submit an appeal based on 
the fact that there were mark dis
crepancies between the two exam
iners. I feel it is important that stu
dents know the reality of the DPA, 
as it is but irresponsible to give false 
hope to many students who are 
already disappointed and very dis
tressed by their results.

Alexandra Vincenti
LSESU Education & Welfare
Sabbatical

W hat racism?
Dear Sir,

This is in response to a letter 
published in the last edition of the 
Beaver entitled 'Bigots at LSE'. The 
letter ends with the question “Why 
do I even pay fees to the LSE when 
it is seemingly filled with a bunch of 
bigots?”. Whilst the author com
ments on a relevant issue, his tone if 
far too pessimistic. It seems to me to 
be a cause not for concern but for 
amusement that those who hold

racist and xenophobic views have 
been reduced to writing on the walls 
of toilets, because honestly there is 
no other room for the views that 
they hold. Those who scribble hate 
messages are so ashamed of what 
they do, that they have to do it 
under the guise of anonymity and in 
the last place anyone would seek a 
rational and intellectual debate. As 
a student at the LSE over the last 
year, I have not witnessed a single 
instance where the views expressed 
on the walls of toilets have been 
aired openly. Whilst the LSE 
remains one of the most political 
universities in the world, the propo
nents of xenophobia on campus are 
in such an overwhelming minority 
that they cannot even begin to 
express their views in public, for 
fear of the immense reaction they 
would face. Whilst there may be 
bad apples in the basket, the idea 
that the basket has gone bad is inac
curate and uneccessarily pres- 
simistic. We mustn't lose faith in. 
ourselves this easily.

Yours,
Om Dhumatkar 
International History Dept.
LSE Postgraduate Law (LLM)

Legal W eapons
Dear Sir,

It is understandable that the 
school is reluctant to release figures 
regarding contributions from 
defence companies when they can 
expect such one-dimensional cover
age.

Joel Kenrick’s suggestion that 
arms manufacturers in some way 
undermine human rights stands out 
as an especially puzzling example. 
As unsavoury as it may seem to the 
layman, weapons are necessary to 
uphold human rights throughout 
the world with peacekeeping and 
humanitarian missions.

Oppressors and war criminals 
will always find a way to get their 
hands on weapons. There is an 
alarming number of weapons in cir
culation and we should focus on 
cracking down on illegal arms traf
fickers. In attacking homegrown, 
strongly regulated defence compa
nies, you are picking the wrong 
fight.

Whether equipment from the 
companies in question happens to 
have been used in enacting this or 
that foreign policy is beside the 
point.You can disagree with individ
ual policy but not with the fact that 
if we want to continue defending 
human rights worldwide we’re 
going to keep needing the equip
ment to do so.

Sincerely,
Ari Helgason

Bullshit's great
Dear Sir,

I am writing with regard to 
Daniel Yates’s review of Frankfurt’s 
‘On Bullshit’. Daniel Yates claims 
that, first, the style of writing 
undertaken by analytic philosophy 
is dull and that, second, the method
ology of analytic philosophy -  which 
Daniel Yates calls ‘that ultra-conser
vative employment of classical rea
son’ -  fails to provide ‘explanatory 
depth’.

In reply to the first statement, 
clarity and precision of thought 
does not entail dullness: it is per
fectly possible for a piece of writing 
to be both precise and interesting 
(as evidenced by Hume, Popper etc.).

With regard to second state
ment, reason and evidence are indi
vidually necessary and jointly suffi
cient for formulating hypotheses 
that enjoy explanatory power over 
their targets. Any hypothesis that is 
logically impossible or contradicted 
by evidence has no explanatory 
power. Likewise, a hypothesis that is 
logically valid and enjoys the great
est degree of confirmation over rival 
hypotheses enjoys explanatory 
power over its target (e.g. 
Darwinism).

Daniel Yates complains that 
analytic philosophy is 
‘Teethnumbingly methodical, 
painful in its elaboration of every 
possible [...] alternative’. However, 
elaborating on possibilities is often 
exactly what is needed in order to 
arrive at ‘explanatory depth’ (as he 
calls it). If it’s possible for any one of 
several hypotheses to explain a nat
ural or social phenomenon, then 
further research is needed in order 
to determine which of the hypothe
ses (if any) is the actual explanation. 
Only by adherence to logic and evi
dence can genuine explanations be 
formulated.
With warm regards,

Andrew Goldfinch
3rd year BSc Philosophy, Logic and
Scientific Method

We shall c le a n
Dear Sir,

In light of the “Bigots at LSE” letter 
in last week’s edition of the Beaver, 
the Estates Division would like to 
ask for your assistance in reporting 
offensive graffiti.
The current regime for inspecting 
the School’s properties is the utilisa
tion of building stewards and clean
ers who make regular checks of all 
areas. Taking into consideration the 
number of buildings that make up 
the campus there will always be a 
small time interval between identi
fying, reporting and taking the rele
vant corrective action. In the mean
time Estates Division would appre
ciate if you as an LSE student share 
in the responsibility of reporting 
graffiti by using the help desk 
request form found on the following 
link: http://www.lse.ac.uk/collec-
tions/estatesDivision/serviceReques 
t/serviceRequest_maintenance.htm. 
Please continue to report blockages 
and leakages on the emergency help 
line ext 2444. Additional notices 
will be put up in toilets notifying 
users of the help desk web link. 
Graffiti removal is given the highest 
priority and immediate action is 
taken by Estates to remove it. In 
this case the offensive graffiti was 
removed from R1 (gents’ toilet) as 
soon as the location was identified. 
Sadly more graffiti was found in the 
same area the next day and again it 
was cleaned off.
Estates Division would like to thank 
you in advance for your help and 
cooperation in this matter.
Vivien Henderson 
Estates Help Desk Manager

ELECTIONS

D ear Sir,

No m atter w hat your pol
itic s  la s t w eek’s U nion 
General Meeting (UGM) was 
a farce. Forty m inutes was 
wasted electing the chair and 
v ice-ch air w ith  the  rest 
squandered on a vote of no 
confidence in  C&S. I t’s no 
su rp rise  ‘n o rm a l’ stu d en ts  
keep away. R egulars w aste 
precious UGM tim e talk ing  
about themselves instead of 
issues th a t m atter to  students. 
I doubt the  few new faces at 
this week’s UGM w ill be back 
a fte r  th a t exhibition.

I used to love the UGM. 
b u t late ly  i t  ju st h a sn ’t 
seemed the same. Sure, last 
year there  w as the ridiculous, 
b u t there was also the sub
lim e and  we used  to  get 
through m ost of the  motions. 
This week’s charade illu stra t
ed how in need of a shake up 
the  LSESU is. Looking round 
on Thursday I could even see 
a num ber of form er LSE 
finalists lurking in the cor
ners. We need fresh faces and 
new ideas a t the UGM not 
desperate hangers on.

That is why I believe this 
year’s M ichaelm as elections 
are  so im portant. W ith the 
nom inations opening this 
Thursday these are the  most 
im portan t elections in deter
m ining the political year a t 
LSE. Will i t  ju st be a continu
ation of the downw ard spiral? 
I don’t  w an t to see th a t  hap
pen. I w ant to see people who 
actually  give a dam n about 
the  Court of Governors and 
not ju st the  same group riding 
the  e lec to ra l carousel 
search of S abbatical positions 
in L ent Term. All the  posi
tions in  M ichaelm as are  
im portan t and  need people 
who take  them  seriously.

That’s where you come in. 
My role in the  SU m eans I can 
neither vote nor stand, only 
observe. So only you can help 
my wish come true by s tand
ing yourself. I t doesn’t  m atter 
th a t  you’ve never done any
th ing  like this before -  a sim
ple m essage, a few society 
endorsem ents and  a lo t of 
pavem ent pounding are  all 
you really need. A nd i t’s w hat 
the  U nion really needs.

Will Barber 
Returning Officer

LettersThe B eover  offers all re ad e rs  th e  right to  reply to  anyth ing  th a t a p p e a rs  in th e  p a p e r . Letters should b e  sen t to  
thebeaver.editor@lse.ac.uk a n d  should b e  no  longer th a n  250 w ords. All letters m ust b e  re c e iv e d  by 3pm  on  th e  
S unday  prior to  pub lication . The B eaver  reserves th e  right to  ed it letters prior to  publication .

Letters to 
the Editor
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Eyes to the left

Andy
Haflett

T hey say all good th ings m ust 
come to  an  end, and  m uch 
like A nthony B la ir and  his 
erstw hile  “L ab o u r” party, my 
tim e as Eyes to the L e ft may 

be com ing to  an  end. The Ed ito rs having 
seen  f i t  to  in jec t new  b lood  in to  
Features I am  thus  in  the  process of 
pondering  all I have le a rn t w h ils t w rit
ing for th e  Beaver over the  la s t year. 
M uch of it  is d isp iriting , yet the re  is 
cause for optim ism , cause enough for 
justify ing  the  w riting  of th is  very col
umn.

A n extrem ely im portan t th ing  I have 
le a rn t is th a t the  L eft can  be  as conser
vative as th e  R ight, if n o t m ore so. If, for 
exam ple, one dares to  po in t out th a t 
tra d e  unions are  n o t le ft-w ing  in  the 
sense I u n d e rs ta n d  the  ph rase , and  
never have been, you are liab le  to  s tir  up 
a h o rn e t’s nest of pa tron ising  m iddle- 
class un ion  defending. Far too often, 
received tru th s  are  not challenged, and  
thus  becom e consolidated. The m ost 
g laring  exam ples of th is  are  the  incred
ibly dense people, m any here a t LSE, 
w ho s till th in k  the  party  of PFIs, Iraq, 
top -u p  fees and  the  like is socialist. 
S ince the  estab lishm ent Left is Labour, 
L abour m anages to get som ething of a 
m onopoly on those w ho call them selves 
progressive, thus  w asting  an  enorm ous 
am ount of ta len t to  the  service of lies 
and  w aste.

Perhaps the  o ther key th ing  I have 
learn t, m ain ly  th rough  my in teractions 
w ith  so-called M arxists and  the  like at 
various School events, is how unp leas
a n t and  aggressive fa r  too m any on the 
Left, especially those on the far-Left, 
can  be. S ta lin is ts  an d  defenders of 
tyranny, they  condem n all w ho poin t 
out th a t shooting the  w orkers is less 
progressive th a n  giving them  jobs as 
“fasc ists” or “m em bers of the  b o u r
geoisie” . In  th e ir  own w ay they are  as 
dangerous as the  BNP, an d  they  give 
everyone else w ho is le ft of centre a bad  
nam e. M ost dam ning of all, they  are 
in tellectually  stun ted , being the  victim s 
of an  ideology w hich never adm its  of 
fau lt o r add ition  -  the  an tithesis  of 
w hat I believe the  L eft should  be.

U nfortunately  th is  devotion to  w hat 
is seen to  be  L eft is ra th e r  dangerous, as 
the  appearance  becom es m ore im por
ta n t th a n  the  ac tu a l substance. A t the 
LSE th is  is nakedly m anifest in the 
dozens of s tuden ts  w ho call them selves 
“progressive” o r some o ther m eaning
less descrip tion  b u t do very little  to  
ac tually  m ake the  w orld, even in  a m od
est way, a b e tte r  place. I t ’s easy to  ta lk  
abou t the  L iving Wage cam paign, qu ite  
ano ther to  ac tually  a tten d  m eetings, 
petition , rally  an d  generally  ac t to  bring  
one about. I t ’s even easier to te rm  one
self “g reen” and  then  je t off like th e  rest 
of us come th e  sum m er holidays. Even 
The Beaver, a self-consciously liberal 
piece, w ill sell advertising space to  p re t
ty  m uch anyone, regardless of th e ir  
appa lling  record  in  corporate  behav
iour.

B u t I do not, of course, w ish to  seem 
overtly hostile to  the  Left, especially a t 
LSE. M uch good w ork  has been  done, 
an d  indeed continues to  be done -  look

a t the  cam paign aga inst the  grotesque 
P ete r S u therland  buying his way into 
th e  u p p e r  echelons of th e  School. 
Rather, I w ish m ore of us w ere n o t quite  
so h igh  and  m ighty w hen it comes to  
b eh a v io u r o r  view s w e w ou ld  n o t 
endorse. We could lea rn  m uch from  the 
Right, w ho a t LSE are  generally  fa r  
friend lier and  easier to discuss things 
w ith  th a n  the often obstina te  Left. We 
w ill get now here if we reso rt to  Dave 
S part-s ty le  ran ts  w hen the  R ight are so 
e loquent and  polite.

However, LSE is som ew hat rem oved 
from  w hat is term ed, nebulously “the 
rea l w orld” . There m ost people are  very 
s tup id  and  scared  of change, hence the ir 
con tinued  support fo r the  big  tw o po lit
ical parties. An LSE education  in  am a
te u r politics should equip us all to  be 
able to  go to  the  electo ra te  and  trick  
them  as the  po litical class are  ap t to  do 
-  fo r th e ir  ow n b en e fit of course. 
W riting th is  colum n has been a small 
a ttem p t to  address the  general in tellec
tu a l conservatism  of th e  populace, from 
w hence we all came. I have stim ulated  
debate and, I hope, insp ired  readers to 
look a t  th ings from  a d ifferent perspec
tive, regardless of L eft/R ight tags all 
too easily assigned. This w ould n o t have 
been possible in  “the  real w orld” . To me 
th a t  suggests th a t w orld  shou ld  be 
a ltered  to  su it ou r views, and  th rough 
th is  colum n I may have m ade a m inis
cule move in  th a t direction. So than k  
you for read ing  it, an d  encouraging the 
move.®

The right approach

Charles 
Laurence

H is to ry  is unforgiv ing , it  
b rings a cold cruel clarity  
to  events. I ts  ab ility  to 
expose hypocrisy, lies and  
excuses by defin itio n  

always comes too la te . B ut th a t does not 
m ake it  redundan t. A fter the  horrors of 
th e  H olocaust the  w orld  determ ined 
th a t such a th ing  could ‘never aga in ’ 
happen. This princ ip le w as enshrined  in 
the  U niversal D eclaration  on H um an 
R ights. T he b as ic  p o in t be ing  th a t 
hum an  righ ts  are fo r everyone and  our 
obligation  to  upho ld  them  should  not be 
affected by irre levan t factors such as 
d istance or race. The idea w as th a t we 
h ad  le a rn t from  History.

This princ ip le  is in  m any ways unen
forceable, the  abuses of rig h ts  th a t 
occur a ll a round  the  w orld  are so p e r
sisten t and  w idespread  th a t the re  is no 
pow er th a t could stop them  all. And 
often even w ith  the  best w ill in  the 
w orld, the re  is no p rac tica l w ay to  stop 
it, fo r exam ple in  the  nuclear arm ed 
prison  s ta te  of N orth  Korea. B u t occa
sionally the re  are crim es so heinous th a t 
th e re  are  no p rac tica l reasons n o t to  act, 
only excuses. The genocide in  Rw anda 
m ade the  cruelest mockery of the  ’never 
aga in ’ dictum . Back then  there w ere 
’p ra c tic a l co n s id e ra tio n s’, th e  w orld  
w as to ld  th a t ‘peace’ m ust be restored  
before in tervention  could happen, could 
i t  legally be classed as ‘genocide?’ we 
w ere asked, th e  issue w as kicked around  
then  booted  in to  th e  legalistic  long 
grass.

The m oral in tu ition  th a t we are  obli
gated  to  p ro tec t all hum ans, had  not 
died. In  fac t the  h and  w ringing  of the 
West w as the  best evidence fo r it. We 
tr ied  to  p ro tec t ourselves from  the  basic 
tru th s  of th e  s itu a tio n , because  we 
knew  th a t accepting  these tru th s  w ould 
obligate us to  act. The legal niceties and  
‘p rac tica l’ concerns, w ere enough to  
p reven t any ac tion  being  taken . By the 
end  of it  a ll 800,000 h ad  been shot and 
hacked to  death. In  the  unerring  eyes of 
h isto ry  th a t is the  only sta tis tic  th a t 
m atters. The excuses th a t felt p lausib le  
a t  th e  tim e now  sound as hollow as they 
always were, the  genera tion  th a t w ent 
before us know s th a t they failed  in  th e ir  
duty. N ot ju s t the  leaders, b u t the  opin
ion form ers and  the  electora tes who 
failed  to  provide the  politic ians w ith  an 
incentive to  stop th e  bloodshed.

A nd now  we come to D arfu r w here 2 
m illion people have been forcibly driven 
from  th e ir  hom e by the  Janjaw eed a 
fo rce se t up  by th e  D epu ty  P rim e 
M inster of S udan  and  tra in ed  by the 
S udanese security  forces. 200,000 have 
been k illed  in  the  process. A gain the 
sam e h and  w ringing  is tak ing  place, the 
U S Congress has declared  w ha t is h ap 
pening  in D arfu r as genocide. The US 
A dm in istration  has also used the  fatefu l 
term , desp ite  a secret mem o urg ing  
them  n o t to  as it w ould m ean having to 
do som ething. The U N  has come sho rt of 
calling it genocide and  in  th is  they may 
be righ t, th e  cycle of killing  is m ore 
com plicated th a n  one race try ing  to 
elim inate another, it  m ay be m ore accu
rately  described  as ‘w icked m urder on a 
huge scale’ as H ilton  D aw son of the 
B ritish  P arliam en t’s group on S udan 
called  it. Its defin ition  is hard ly  rele
van t to  the w om en who live in  fear of 
rap e  each tim e they  leave th e ir  home or 
to  th e  fathers w ho have to  dig shallow  
graves for th e ir  fam ilies by th e  side of 
th e ir  refugee camps.

We a re  a llow ing sem antics, once 
again , to get in  the  w ay of doing the 
r ig h t thing. The s itua tion  has come a t a 
critica l p o in t of in ternational relations, 
b o th  the  ru le  of in ternational law  and 
the ru le of A m erican pow er seem dis
credited  and  fragile (unlike in  back  in  
1994 in  Rw anda). And, in  th is  context, 
th e  w orld  pow ers are  m ak ing  some 
effort to  rectify  the  s itua tion . The UN is 
cu rren tly  try ing  to replace the  p itifu l 
A frican U nion force of 8,000 (when a 
U N  force is an  im provem ent, the  s itu a 
tion  m ust be dire). A nd there have been 
economic sanctions im posed by the  US 
am ongst others. W hilst com m endable, 
none of th is  has b rough t an  end to  the 
h um an ita rian  disaster. W hen the  judg
m ent is m ade on th is  sorry chapter; w ill 
any of the  ac tions we e ither took  as 
indiv iduals an d  our leaders took in  our 
nam es excuse the  fac t th a t once again, 
w e knew, and  once again  we d id  as good 
as nothing? I doub t it. The sim ple fac t is 
th a t if we allow  ourselves to  m uddle 
ineffectively th rough  yet ano ther m an- 
m ade ca tastrophe, w e w ill be ju s t as 
cu lpable as every genera tion  th a t has 
gone before; H istory  w ill m ake su re of 
tha t.

This w ill be my la st colum n. Thanks 
to  my ed ito rs and  readers, particu larly  
those who have been so fo rth righ t in  
challenging w h a t I ’ve h ad  to  say, and  
good luck  to  my successor.®

Ed. Thank you to  C harles an d  Andy for 
th e ir  inva luab le  co n tr ib u tio n  to 
Features. N ex t w eek - m eet ou r new  
columnists!

lEditor’s Blog

T here has been m uch discussion a t the  
LSE over the  p as t couple of weeks 
a b o u t th e  possib ility  of a B la ir  

School of G overnm ent a t  the  LSE. Some 
th in k  i t  is not app rop ria te  because a living 
p o litic ian  should n o t ge t involved in  edu
ca tio n a l in s titu tio n s . O thers d isagree 
because they hate  him . We agree th a t B la ir 
is the  w rong choice to  be honoured  in  th is 
way. Instead  the  LSE should  be unveiling 
the  B artle t School of Government.

Josiah  B artle t is P residen t of the  USA 
on the  U S television series The West Wing. 
H e is a m an th a t has established  connec
tions w ith  the  LSE a fte r  he stud ied  here 
and  received a M asters and  a D octo rate  in  
Economics. H e is also a Nobel P rize w in
ner in  th e  fie ld  of economics. H e rep re 
sents, for m any people, the  ideal liberal 
president. Endow ed w ith  a fierce in tellect, 
he was a g rea t personal integrity, and  a 
sense of hum our. He is also a g rea t m an 
w ith  huge com passion for those less fo rtu 
n a te  th a n  himself.

As P resident of the US, B artle t accom 
plished  m any things th a t have m ade life 
b e tte r  for the average m an in  Am erica. 
These included: the  g ran ting  of an  am nesty  
to  illegal im m igrants from  the  A m ericas, 
appo in ting  the  firs t H ispanic Suprem e 
C ourt Ju stice  an d  f ir s t  fem ale  C hief 
Justice , nego tia ting  a peace se ttlem en t 
betw een Israel and  Palestine, crea ting  m il
lions of new  jobs, supporting  a lternative 
energy, o rchestra ting  a Social S ecurity  
reform  p lan  and  balancing  the  budget.

L SE should  grasp  th is  opportunity . 
A lthough some may sneer th a t B artle t is 
only a fic tional characte r on a now defunct 
show it is w ha t he represents th a t m akes 
h im  an  ideal choice for our school of gov
ernm ent. He is a symbol fo r w ha t L S E  s tu 
dents can  achieve. We are in  a  hugely fo r
tu n a te  position  to be studying a t  such  a 
prestig ious university. One w here i t  is pos
sible to m ake a big difference to  the  w orld 
a round  us for the  better. B artle t represents 
th is  hope. He is also u n ta in ted , a fea t a 
real-w orld  politic ian  w ould n o t be ab le  to 
achieve.

T he a c to r  beh in d  B a rtle t, M artin  
Sheen, has an  ac tiv ist record  th a t m any an  
LSE s tuden t w ould be p roud  of. A rrested  
on four separate  occassions w hilst p ro te st
ing against the  U S m ilitary, m ost recently  
he w as arrested  for trespassing  a t  an  a n ti
m ilita r isa tio n  p ro te s t a t  C a lifo rn ia 's  
V andenberg A ir Force base in  2000.

As num erous West Wing fans  m ourn  the  
end  of such a successful show  we need to 
find  a  way to  com m em orate one of L S E ’s 
f inest A lum ni. ■

+
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From bomb to ballot box
Basse! S examines the challenges facing the current Palestinian Authority and prospects for the future of Hamas

S ince its fo rm ation  in  1987, 
H am as has  conduc ted  
num erous social, political, 

and  m ilita ry  actions. Its popu la r
ity  stem s in  p a r t from  its  w elfare 
an d  socia l serv ices to  
P alestin ians in  the  occupied te r
rito ries , inc lu d in g  school and  
hosp ita l construction . The group 
devotes m uch of its  annua l budg
et to  an  extensive social services 
netw ork, runn ing  m any relief and  
ed u ca tio n  p rog ram s, funds 
schools, o rphanages, m osques, 
hea lthcare  clinics, soup kitchens, 
and  sports leagues. These p ro 
gram s are  viewed variously as 
p a r t of a sincere social develop
m ent agenda, an  in teg ra ted  P ara- 
s ta te  policy, as p ropaganda and  
recru itm en t exercises, o r both. 
H am as also funds a num ber of 
o the r charitab le  ac tivities; these 
inc lude  re lig ious  in s titu tio n s , 
m ed ical fac ilitie s , a n d  socia l 
needs of th e  a re a 's  residen ts . 
H am as is also w ell regarded by 
P a le s tin ia n s  fo r its  efficiency 
com pared to  Fatah.

H am as cand idates appeal to  
Palestin ian  voters as the  a lte rn a
tive to  the  perceived inaction  and  
w eakness of F a tah  an d  the  
Palestin ian  A uthority  leadership. 
C and idates p rom ised  im proved 
socio-econom ic cond itions  fo r 
Palestin ian  fam ilies, and  grea ter 
social services. They also pledged 
an  end to the  “Israeli occupa
tio n ,” th e  e s ta b lish m e n t of a 
Palestin ian  s ta te  w ith  Jerusalem  
as its cap ital and  the  re tu rn  of all 
P alestin ian  refugees. In  the  2006 
election cam paign, H am as cand i
dates and  leadership  refused  to  
disavow th e ir  com m itm ent to  an  
“arm ed strugg le” aga inst Israel, 
and  recognise Is rae l’s r ig h t to  
ex ist, and  the  p recepts of the 
H am as Charter. A t the  sam e time,

Given the 
problem s...Ham as in its 
present form is destined 

to  fail. If it does not 
transform  itself it will 

collapse under the 
weight of the Palestinian 
Authority’s accumulated 

debts

a num ber of H am as candidates 
d id  m ake p ragm atic  statem ents, 
ind icating  th a t they m ight deal 
w ith  Israelis in ce rta in  situa tions, 
o r via a th ird  party.

Having sa id  tha t, i t  is im por
ta n t to note th a t w hen the  move

m ent la te r  form ed the  firs t non- 
F a ta h  governm ent a f te r  2006 
elections, th is  engendered consid
e ra b le ' controversy, as W estern 
governm ents refused  to  deal w ith  
a group th a t they had  form ally 
listed  as a te rro ris t organisation. 
This has caused an  economic cri
sis for the  Palestin ian  A uthority  
(PA), as these governm ents w ith 
held th e  foreign a id  th a t is the 
m ain  source of the  PA’s income. 
W hile th e se  deve lopm ents are  
p rim arily  a p a r t of the  Israeli- 
Palestin ian  conflict, they  a re  seen 
as a setback  to the  stra tegy  of 
p artic ipa tion  in  dem ocratic elec
tions. It is also im portan t to  note 
th a t  H am as has  p roven  itse lf 
c a p ab le  of recogn ising  and  
resp ec tin g  ce rta in  b oundaries . 
For in s tan ce , H am as has 
refra ined  from  engaging in  te rro r 
ab ro ad , h as  n o t a tta ck e d  
A m ericans in  th e  P a le s tin ia n  
A uthority, nor has it  openly iden
tified  w ith  al-Q aeda terrorism . 
H am as know s the  red  lines th a t 
ex ist in  the  m urky w orld of real 
politics. However, given the  p rob 
lems facing the  PA, H am as in  its 
p resen t form  is destined  to  fail. If 
i t  does n o t transfo rm  itself, it  w ill 
collapse u n d er the  w eight of the 
PA’s accum ulated  debts, w hich 
w ill inevitably, ensue Palestin ian  
pu b lic  d issa tis fa c tio n  w ith  its 
inab ility  to deliver a b e tte r  living 
standard .

H am as is figh ting  challenges 
on all fronts. It has inherited  $1.3 
billion  in  debt. Israel has cu t off 
$55 m illion in  m onthly ta x  tra n s 
fe rs  w h ile  th e  U n ited  S ta tes , 
E urope and  o ther countries have 
cu t a id  to the  governm ent unless 
it  recognises the  Jew ish S ta te  and 
d isarm s. P ro te s ts  over un p a id  
governm ent salaries a re  festering.

B anks are refusing  to  deal w ith  
the  Palestin ian  A uthority, fearing  
law su its  by the  U n ited  S ta tes  
w hich has p roh ib ited  any com
m ercia l dea lings  w ith  H am as 
governm ent. Even the  o rganisa
tio n  is en tan g led  in  in te rn a l 
struggle w ith  F atah  nowadays.

T ha t being said, there is evi
dence th a t p artic ipa tion  in  elec
to ra l politics can  lead to  changes 
in  core values and  beliefs am ong 
some Islam ists, p a rticu la rly  by 
m iddle-generation  Islam ists who 
sp earh ea d ed  th e  m ovem ent's 
en try  in to  electoral contests for 
p o litica l power. Some types of 
partic ip a tio n  w ere m ore likely to 
trigger value change th a n  others, 
p articu larly  w hen Islam ists have 
the  incentive and  opportun ity  to 
break  out of the  in su la r netw orks 
of m ovem ent po litics and  engage 
in  su sta in e d  co ope ra tion  w ith  
secu lar groups in  p u rsu it of dem 
o c ra tic  reform . T his tendency, 
however, is lim ited  by in tra-g roup  
dynam ics, and  conservative old 
g u a rd  leaders  a re  genera lly  
res is tan t to  any redefin ition  of 
the  group 's  h istoric mission. The 
social conservatism  of the  base 
constituenc ies , in  p a r t ic u la r— 
especially in  ru ra l, tr ib a l a rea s— 
has also lim ited  or blocked the 
po litical evolution in  the  group 
on key issues. The resu lt is th a t 
revisionist opinion is hem m ed in 
by more conservative voices in  the 
po litical organization, w hile new 
trends w ith  a m ore exp licit revi
sionist agenda have a  very lim ited 
m ass base.

H am as w ill figh t to  stay. If it 
fails, it  w ill be a severe blow  to 
Islam ic m ovem ents in  the  A rab 
w orld w ho seek pow er th rough 
the  b allo t boxes. H am as’ indu l
gence in  daily  po litics and  eco

nomics provides the chance for 
the  o rganization  to  unders tand  
the pros and  cons of ruling. It 
seems un til now th a t they don’t 
have a clear political platform , 
yet since they  felt they  never 
needed to. They sensed they could 
hold  on to  th e ir  ha rd  line posi
tions  because  they  them selves 
w ere su rp rised  w ith  th e ir  la n d 
slide victory.

On the  peace process, H am as 
has proven to  be an  organization  
th a t has always sa id  th a t it  w ill 
ab ide  by th e  desires of the  
P a lestin ian  people. A nd if the

Hamas will fight to 
stay. If it fails, it will be 
a severe blow to Islamic 
movements in the Arab 
world who seek power 

through the ballot boxes

m ajority  of the  P alestin ian  peo
ple w an t a  tw o-sta te  solution and 
believe th a t  th e  b es t w ay to 
achieve th a t is th rough negotia
tio n s, a consid e rab le  c lu ste r 
w ith in  H am as do feel th a t the 
Palestin ian  people are the  ones 
w ho suffer as a resu lt of any m il
ita ry  ac tion  th a t the  P alestin ians 
ca rry  o u t b ecause  th e  Israe li 
response is m uch m ore stronger. 
They w ould have to  change if 
they w ant to succeed and  prove 
th a t they could lead  the  people 
and the  governm ent be tte r  than  
F atah  had.

H am as is an  ideo log ical

o rg an isa tio n  in  n atu re . 
N evertheless, i t  p roved  a t  the  
sam e tim e and  w ith  respect to 
cu rren t political dynam ics th a t it 
can  be p ragm atic. Though H am as 
has rejected in the  p as t W estern 
notions, inc lud ing  na tio n  sta te  
and  democracy, we tend  to  find  
th a t it  is em bracing these notions 
today and  m aking the  m axim um  
use of it  to achieve the  o rganisa
tion 's  in terest. From H am as who 
previously refused  to  accept the 
m ere existence of Israel, we can 
now  see signs of establish ing  a 
tru c e  an d  even accep ting  the  
A rab peace in itia tive , w hich sup
p o rts  a tw o -s ta te  so lu tion . 
A nother fac to r w hich w ill de te r
m ine the  fu tu re  of th is  o rganisa
tio n  is th e  c u rre n t deba te  
betw een the  old guard  and  the  
young reform ers, w hich d id  not 
produce definitive results un til 
today.

Only if th e  te m p era tu re  is 
low ered th roughou t the region, 
can the  m om entum  of the  Islam ic 
r ig h t w ith in  H am as be slowed 
and , someday, reversed . 
U nfortunately, the  invasions of 
A fghanistan  and  Iraq  have raised  
th a t tem pera tu re  to  the boiling 
p o in t. So has  th e  long -term  
A m erican  m ilita ry  b u ild -u p  in  
th e  P ers ian  G ulf an d  C en tra l 
Asia. So have the  proclam ations 
from  P res id en t B ush  ab o u t 
"Islam ofascism ." So has  the  
Israeli policy of expand ing  se ttle 
m ents and  build ing  a  g ian t b a r r i
e r  th a t v irtua lly  annexes huge 
sw aths of th e  W est B ank  for 
G reate r Israel. All of these po li
cies cause Islam ist sym pathies to 
grow, and  out of them  bubble 
recru its  n o t only fo r organ isa
tio n s  like H am as, b u t fo r A1 
Q aeda-style groups.®
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David Cameron: Youi
!! saw a little history repeating at 

this year’s Conservative Party Conference

I s th is a repeat of 1997? I 
th in k  so. C am eron’s 
posing w ashing the  dish

es and  pushing baby buggies 
a round  various shopping 
m alls has been heralded  as 
an  astonishing new  venture 
for the Tories. The young, 
hip leader of the  previously 
stagnan t righ t has throw n 
off his b lue tie  in  favour of 
the  d ishclo th . Yet is th is  
really a progressive move for 
the Tories, or ju s t a shadow 
of Tony B la ir’s vision back 
in  1997?

The accession of David 
Cameron m arks a ‘new  con
servatism ,’ an  idea rem ark
ably sim ilar to  ‘new  labou r’. 
Like B la ir in 1997, Cameron 
is having to  contend w ith  
the many factions w ith in  his 
own party . Only a few 
m onths after his electoral 
success, The Times reported 
th a t ‘d issident L abour MPs 
th re a te n  to  underm ine 
B la ir’s plea for un ity ’. This 
tension betw een leader and 
party  highlights an increas
ingly com mon phenom ena 
in  politics today. W ith the 
rise of m arketing  in  politics, 
w here im age and  slogans 
dom inate, it  is personality  
and  n o t p a rty  th a t gains 
support of the  voting public. 
A fter all, ‘New L a b o u r’, 
although constructed  from 
A nthony G iddens’ ‘T hird  
Way’, was p u t in to  mom en
tum  by B la ir (an individual) 
Sim ilarly , ‘New
C onservatism ’ is a b ra in  
child of Cam eron and his 
allies an d  n o t th e  party . 
This is expressed in  recent 
polls w here th e  question  
tends tow ards ‘w hich person 
can  you see as th e  n ex t

Parties suffering 
from stagnation can 

only rely on 
personality for the 
voters to have the 

incentive to bother 
to vote

Prim e M inister?’ This results 
in fu rthe r superficiality  on 
the political stage on both  
sides, w hich  m akes them  
sound rem arkably  similar.

Cam eron is no m ore left 
o r r ig h t w ing  th a n  Blair, 
desp ite  th e ir  pa rty  d iffer
ences. Ideologies a re  now

the  th ing  of the  p as t as con
servatism  and  socialism are 
b ran d ed  an d  re -b ran d e d  
accord ing  to  the  p resen t 
w ish of th e  vo te rs. This 
w eek’s Conservative confer
ence highlighted  the  ex ten t 
to  w hich Cam eron is being 
sucked into New L abour’s 
jargon. Com m entator Philip 
W ebster rem ark ed  th a t
Cam eron “w ill say th a t while 
Tony B la ir explained  his p r i
o rities in  th ree  w ords — edu
cation, education, education 
— he could do it  in  three le t
ters: N HS.” W hat does this 
a c tu a lly  m ean? He has 
changed w ords into letters, 
on the assum ption th a t the 
s h o rte r  an d  sn ap p ie r his 
speech, the  m ore success 
h e ’ll have.

Those who fear the fail
ure of th e  conservatives 
should n o t worry. A fter the 
disasters of the  summer, the 
L abou r p a r ty  (a la  
Conservatives pre-1997) are 
pre-occupied  figh ting  over 
the  last scraps of th e ir  ever- 
dim inishing hold of the UK. 
Cam eron is no different to 
Blair. He believes in  the  
NHS (probably m ore so than  
the  PM, as his son visits an 
NHS hosp ita l daily), w ants 
m ore w om en in  the  
Com m ons, and  th is  w eek 
even announced th a t he can 
prom ise ta x  cuts. However, 
parties suffering from  stag 
nation  can only rely on per
sonality  fo r the  voters to 
have the  incentive to  bo ther 
to vote. In  1997, it w as the 
new  young face of Tony Blair 
th a t a ttrac ted  such num bers 
to vote fo r Labour. A part 
from  differences over issues 
such as Europe (which isn ’t 
even party  political anyway), 
bo th  the  Tories and  L abour 
are m erging in to  one, as the ir 
policies struggle to  keep up 
w ith  the  la tes t opinion poll.

The resu lt is th a t m any 
‘floa ter voters’ w ill be tem p t
ed by th is  new  brand  of con
servatism  under the  illusion 
th a t it  is new  and different 
from  the  o ther parties. I t all 
looks good fo r a 
Conservative P arty  who have 
been itch ing  for th a t ta ste  of 
power. L et’s ju s t hope th a t 
they and th e ir  new  voters are 
not too su rprised  w hen they 
realise they have only trav 
elled back in  tim e, to 1997, 
w hen New L abour lost its 
m a jo r p rinc ip le s  (such as 
th e ir  links w ith  the  trad e  
unions) in  the p u rsu it of a 
rise in  opinion polls. Are not 
the  Conservatives, too, relin
quishing th e ir  principles for 
the sake of tem porary  cus
tom er satisfaction? The only 
difference is th a t Cam eron is 
new  and B la ir’s old. Like 
electrical goods, it  is only 
n a tu ra l th a t the  voters w ill 
p ick  th e  new er m odel of 
toaster th a t h asn ’t  burned  
them  yet. ■

discusses the similarities between David Cameron and Barack Obama
ppM M M jM  h e ir  back - 

1  g rounds could 
not be any more 
different. One is 
a d irect descen
dan t of a d istin 

gu ished  E ng lish  pedigree, 
ed u ca ted  a t  E to n  and  
Oxford; the  o ther is the  son 
of a poor K enyan im m igrant 
and  a w hite K ansas wom an 
from  m odest means. The for
m er is D avid Cam eron, the 
new  le ad e r of the  
C onservative P arty ; the  
o ther is Barack O bam a, the 
ju n io r D em ocratic  sen a to r 
from Illinois. Obama is a 
m an of milestones: the  first 
A frican A m erican to  become 
ed ito r of the  H arvard  Law 
Review and  ju s t the  th ird  
b lack  sen a to r since 
R econstruction  (cu rren tly  
the  only one); perhaps the 
em bodim ent of the  
A m erican D ream.

W hat could  these  tw o 
m en possibly have in com
mon? They a re  b o th  pos
sessed w ith  th e  y ou th fu l 
op tim ism  an d  effortless 
charism a th a t  come along 
once in a political genera
tion. A t 39 and 45 respec
tively, Mr. Cam eron and  Mr. 
Obama a re  often com pared 
to  the  m ost revered of young, 
telegenic politic ians, John F. 
Kennedy, w ho becam e 
Presiden t a t the  tender age

of 43. B ut in  m any ways 
these tw o m en have inh e rit
ed a s ign ifican tly  heavier 
m antle.

Both are rising  stars  in 
p a rtie s  th a t have been  in  
opposition for a decade a 
piece unlike JF K  who bene
fited to  some ex ten t from  the 
postw ar D em ocratic m ajori
ty  in  Congress th a t w ould 
no t end un til 1994. Tethered 
to  o ld  ways, tra d itio n a l 
in te res t g roups and  u n in 
sp ired  leaders , the  
C onservatives and  the  
D em ocrats have been largely 
s tagnan t in  recent election 
cycles. Additionally, today’s 
p o litic a l env ironm ent is 
m uch m ore hostile than  it 
w as in  th e  ea rly  1960s 
because of a b lo o d th irs ty  
m edia lying in w ait for the 
nex t gaffe, scandal o r mis
step. Mr. C am eron’s su p 
posed use of narcotics before 
being  elected  a n d  Mr. 
O bam a’s persisten t smoking 
h ab it have bo th  been the  
sub jec t of m edia scrutiny. 
The days w hen an  elected 
official could be an  unrepen
ta n t p h ilan d e re r an d  get 
away w ith  it are over. S till, 
there are reasons to  believe 
th a t these m en may have 
w hat it  takes to lead the ir 
parties  to  electoral victory.

F irst am ong them  are the 
elec trify ing  speeches each

m an gave a t  th e ir  p a r ty ’s 
convention. A t the 2005 Tory

The days when an 
elected official could 
be an un rep en tan t 
philanderer and get 
away with it are over

conference, Mr. Cam eron 
delivered a speech entitled  
“Change to W in” th a t offered 
a rad ica l repositioning of the 
trad itiona l Conservative line 
th a t aim ed to  broaden the 
p a rty ’s appeal. A year later, 
he is now the  p a rty ’s leader. 
Sim ilarly , Mr. O bam a 
secured his s ta r  s ta tu s a t the 
2004 D em ocratic  N ational 
Convention as the  keynote 
speaker. H is speech, “The 
A udacity  of H ope,” so

aroused  the  party  fa ith fu l 
th a t he w as soon being laud 
ed  as a 2008 p res iden tia l 
contender. I t is w orth noting 
th a t Mr. Obam a w as tapped 
fo r th e  keyno te speech 
before he had  even been 
elected to the  Senate. The 
DNC w as held in July 2004, 
four m onths before he would 
g lide  in to  office. These
speeches d isp layed  how 
deftly Mr. Cam eron and  Mr. 
O bam a can  com m and the 
atten tion  of th e ir  parties and 
the  general electorate. In 
tu rn , th is  has allowed them 
to  a r tic u la te  a v ision  for 
bringing  th e ir  parties back 
in to  th e  m a in stream  and 
back  in to  power.

T he so lu tion  to  these 
chronic problem s, according 
to  Mr. Cam eron an d  Mr. 
O bam a, is to  in jec t pa rty  
rhetoric  w ith  some of the 
more resonan t parts  from  the 
opposite side of the  ideolog
ical spectrum  in  an  effort to 
b ring  the  party  back in to  the 
election-w inning centre. For 
Mr. Cameron, th is has m eant 
em bracing  en v ironm en ta l
ism (quite litera lly  w ith  the 
huskies), tak ing  a softer line 
on crim e by advocating  
social responsibility  and  fac
ing dow n the  obsessive tax  
cu tting  w ing of his party. 
The Tories u n d e r  Mr. 
Cam eron w ould be an  inclu-

An ocean of dif
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Music
Alternative Music Stuff. 
Go and see some live beat 
combos, both here and 
elsewhere.

Travel
Island paradise lost 
and found in Trinidad 
& Tobago

Film
Asphalt Jungle sees the 
world’s most famous 
blonde back on the big 
screen

Literature
Atlas Shrugged leaves us 
non-plussed, but Toole 
gives us food for thought

Theatre
Contrasting sides of the 
West End: A long-run
ning whodunnit and a 
brand new musical

Hot on the heels of their self-titled debut album, 
The Early Years play Brixton. Their expansive psy
chedelic sounds will surely fill, then burst this 
venue, undoing the good work started by support 
The Lea Shores and The Left Outsides.

W h e re : The Windmill 
P rices : £ 4  
D ate: October 13th

3 0 0  of Auguste Rodin’s greatest sculptures, includ
ing The Kiss, The Gates o f  Hell and The Thinker. 
The exhibtion follows the journey that Rodin made, 
both in artistic terms and in geographical ones, as it 
explores his relationship with Britain.

W h e re : Royal Academy of Arts
P ric e s : £ 1 0
D ate : Until January 1st

American stand-up comedian who has worked with 
Sacred Cow, Bill Hicks’ production company, and 
earned rave reviews at the Edinburgh Festival. Our 
Comedy Comptroller says: “Never seen the guy, but 
according to his Edinburgh Festival diary, he made 
some girl with a dead sister cry. Gotta be worth a 
look.”

W h ere : Soho Theatre 
T im e: 9 .3 0 pm
P rices: Mon-Wed (In advance) £ i s /£ i 2 .5 0  
Mon-Wed (On the door) £ i7 .5 o /£ i5 
Thurs-Sat (In advance) £ i7 .5 0 /£ i5 
Thurs-Sat (On the door) £2 0 /£ i 7 .5 0  
D ate: Until October 2 4 th

Message forum for knife enthusiasts to ask ques
tions and discuss topics with peers. Includes 
archives of past discussions. Includes The Bernard 
Levine Knife Collecting and Identification Forum. 
"The Knife Expert"; author of Levine's Guide to 
Knives and their Values, Blade Magazine 
Correspondent (since 1974) and Knife World Editor 
(since 197 8 ).

W h e re : The Forum 
P ric e s : £15 
D ate: October 14th

o p in io n  c o m p tr o l le r  S 
jo sh h e lle r

music comptroller 
sam ash ton
visual arts comptroller 
daisym itchefl-forster
food & drinking comptroller 
a la n sp lo d e
auntie's oersonal comptroller 
ism atabidi

KIAL
I know you’re looking for someone, to tell you about LSE, someone to give you opinions, to 
report the facts objectively,
Someone never weak but always strong,
Someone to  open each and every door,
But it ain’t me babe.
No, no, no, It ain’t  me babe, It ain’t  me you’re looking for, babe.
If you’re looking for someone who’s ju s t been shortlisted for the Guardian Student Media 
awards, then it is us you’re looking for. Babe.

chillin'like Bob Dylan
Daniel B Yates a  Kevin Perry
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BORED GAMERS
joshheller exam ines o n e  alternative  

to the increasingly tech n o lo g ica l a g e  in w hich w e  live,
the hum ble board g a m e ...

B oard games are  considered to  be a wholesome form 
of entertainm ent. They are sociable and so are 
thought to  be somehow be tte r for you than , for 

example, video games. Not th a t many people play board 
games in the  Noughties, or if they do th eir  activities have 
become less public. Advertising for board games is 
becoming som ew hat sparse; no longer do we see the 
b izarre donkey from Buckaroo going m ental in between 
episodes of C aptain Planet. There is something about 
board  games th a t suggests tired and old. Board games 
have tried  to  en ter the realm  of young and  hip. Some 
include videos and electronic noise-m aking things, others 
have simply m orphed into com puter games. There is still 
the  potential for board  games to en ter the public sphere. 
Board games can, from tim e to time, court controversy. 
From the probably racist Ghettopoly to the possibly bril
lian t W ar on Terror, board games still have the  power to 
m ake G uardian and M ail readers alike foam a t  the m outh.

Is there  validity  to the suggestion th a t board games 
are  a p leasant and wholesome form of entertainm ent? 
Bruised egos and injured hands may result from  a lengthy 
game of Jenga, b u t th a t is the  result of over zealous foot- 
stam pers ra th er than  the game itself. W hat is there to be 
said against Scrabble? I t  may well only be a way for s ib
lings w ith large vocabulary's to lord i t  over their younger

cussion about the  issue. The game is played, old stereo
types are  tro tted  out to no one’s am usem ent and then  the 
game finishes. A t no point is there an encouragem ent to 
exam ine the prejudices so many hold. I t is true  th a t the 
asp iration  of a large num ber of extremely poor black 
Am erican youths is to deal drugs to m ake money. The 
average black m ale has a 28.5% chance of going to jail. 
These are horrendous problem s and there  should be 
debate and discussion to  solve them . H um our can and 
always w ill play a p a rt b u t the idea of simply perpetuat
ing the idea th a t black people are killers through the 
medium of a game th a t isn 't funny is awful. It can be 
summed like so; dialogue about racism  and things th at 
are  funny and good, whereas b latan t racism  is bad.

The o ther game th a t has caused a s tir  is the War on 
Terror board  game. "Everyone s ta rts  w ith the best in ten
tions. Then things s ta rt to  get cram ped. Then you notice 
your neighbour has m ore oil than  you. Before long, w ar is 
waged, nukes are  dropped, revolutions are  fought and ter
rorists a re  doing your d irty  work, before turn ing  on you..."

Coming from two Cam bridge based entrepreneurs, 
th is  is a fa r  b e tte r approach for satire, no t least because it 
is heavily mocking both sides. Not in itself a cause for 
celebration  b u t certa in ly  a m ore pa la tab le  form  of 
hum our The player can play as either the empire ridding

%

brothers (bastards!) b u t a t least it attem pts to  let people 
vent their frustra tion  through spelling as opposed to p in 
ning me down and m aking me h it my own face. Board 
games can provide a s tructu re  whereby natu rally  compet
itive (usually violent) tendencies can be healthily  chan
nelled into gaming superiority. Far be tte r to  have a  friend 
ruthlessly outbid you for M ayfair than  to have them  out
bid you for th a t rare  vinyl you both  found on ebay. If a 
m ate th inks they've got one over on you a t  K er-Plunk they 
may be less inclined to insu lt you behind your back, hav
ing already proved th eir  superior sta tus in games. There 
are  a lot of games th a t  are  so bloody dull th a t they cause 
neither argum ents n or fights. No individual has ever won 
a game of Downfall, because no two people have ever 
bothered to actually  finish a  game. The resu lt of some 
games is neither pleasant nor wholesome b u t sometimes 
quite  frightening. My grandm a once got so excited and 
terrified playing Pass the  Bomb she came close to coro- 
nary-arrest. The inevitability  in Risk of one person being 
ganged up on has destroyed m ore friendships than  casual 
sex has. Trivial Pursu it games among extended families 
often tu rn  in to  something like B attle Royale. It's  a  fight to 
the intellectual death  for the six cheeses.

Board games can be nice and jolly. They are  often not. 
They can set you on a path  to h ilarity  o r horror, b u t it usu
ally depends on the people playing them.

Two recent board games have set the b a r for potential 
controversy quite  high. The f irst is Ghettopoly. I t has 
liquor stores and XXX Peep-shows to buy as "properties", 
you can play as a cannabis leaf, crack or a m achine gun. 
The company th a t produces it advertises the in game abil
ities of, "pim pin’ hoes and building crack houses." One 
particu larly  pleasant p a rt of the  game is the  chance cards, 
"You got yo whole neighbourhood addicted to crack. 
Collect $50 from each playa.” There is said to be a th in  
line between satire and offence. That may be true, bu t 
there is a bloody thick line between racism  and  things 
th a t a re  funny, th is  vile board game falls face down on the 
former. The idea th a t th is  game encourages people to 
exam ine stereotypical views is nonsense. There is no dis

the  world of terro rists  (who hate  freedom) or the terro r
ists ridding the  world of the empire (presumably who love 
freedom). The spinner in the middle of the board is the 
Axis of Evil. There are  cards the  player receives that, 
among other things, can be used for suicide bombings. 
The Daily M ail had  an a rticle on the new game. T hat won
derful newspaper is always searching for new levels of 
objectivity in their coverage, so naturally  they led with 
the  comments of a totally  neutral onlooker w ith no con
nection whatsoever to e ither the w ar on terro r or suicide 
bombings; a survivor of the London bombings. Jacqui, 
from Huntingdon, Cambs, said: "It is so inappropria te  at 
this time, it is sick, and I alm ost feel like saying it is dan
gerous -  i t  is liable to encourage the wrong sort of 
approach to terrorism  which is som ething we can 't 
afford." I guess by "wrong approach" she th inks terrorists 
will be encouraged to th ink  there are real cards th a t exist 
th a t are  ju st as po tent as actual suicide bombings, 
although why she th inks we couldn 't afford them is 
beyond me. The W ar on Terror is quite  an easy target for 
satire and much of the content in the game has been said 
and debated over before. I t is the form at the  hum our 
takes ra th er than  the content which is original and rather 
funny. There are certainly valid argum ents th a t this kind 
of hum our will also perpetuate  negative stereotypes, it is 
probably less likely though given the m ore rounded 
approach and the clear em phasis on humour. It's  neither 
brillian t, genius, productive nor useful, b u t it's  qu ite  a 
clever way to amusingly criticise a lot of people.

So games have th eir  place, they can be wholesome 
or evil and they can be fun or boring. Board games have 
probably existed since around 3500 BC, w ith Senet 
believed to be the oldest board game (oh W ikipedia, can 't 
live w ithout it, can 't tru s t a word on it). They've been 
around for a while and have only really started  to change 
in the past decade. Video-thingy b its have been added or 
political spin adopted. There's a pretty  good chance the 
world of board games is going to change even faster and 
in the coming decades. It's  going to be a wacky roller
coaster of a ride, so get off the p latform  and get on board.

Rvan G iordano
Board G am e Enthusiast

R yan Giordano is from Chicago. PartB  random ly 
approached him in The Q uad and to our surprise 
and delight Ryan had some strong views on board 

games. Chess, Go and Settlers of Qutan are some of the 
many board games th a t Ryan plays. He thinks they’re 
brillian t. He and his friends don’t really have TVs so 
they have to find some way to waste time. Board games 
encourage fa r  more social interaction than  do passive 
activities like watching TV. In a cinema you’re not 
allowed to talk  and in a club you can barely hear your
self do so. Board games aren’t  necessarily going out of 
fashion; i t  depends on who you ta lk  to. S ettlers of Qutan 
is an exam ple of a really interactive board game. I t’s 
played by four people and is a blend of mostly strategy 
and some luck. You have to build  up resources, m ake 
roads and create settlem ents. I t ’s a  very social game, 
w ith a lot of p layer trad ing  and usually an inevitability 
of backstabbing. People w ill get offended and angry so 
drinking is a good idea, Ryan’s sister (name unknown) 
thinks drinking  is critical to your enjoyment. I t is very 
popular in America Ryan tells us. I t seems he prefers the 
k ind of games w ith a lot of thinking and strategy. Not a 
big fan of Snap then? Ryan h ad n ’t  heard of Snap! 
Responding to the visual shock of his interviewer a t hav
ing to explain the principles and rules of Snap, Ryan said 
they called it a different name in  Chicago. An odd claim 
indeed and it is m et with much scepticism. There is a 
b right future for board games according to this young 
lad. A lot of interesting, thoughtful and exciting games 
are being made. Good strategic games th a t are  (thank 
god) cu tting down on the luck factor. Playing board 
games online will be a big p a rt of the strategy. Chess 
partners can play all over the world together for exam 
ple. As TV gets more disgusting and puerile, hopefully 
people will tu rn  away from the box and onto the  board.

We have JUST ONE copy of E v o lu t io n ,  the board 
game, to give away.

Arguably the  m ost en terta in ing  board game of our 
generation, you sta rt life from your own sector on a 
prim itive volcanic world. By choosing your evolution
a l  p a th  carefully to avoid na tu ra l calam ities, you 
m ust beat off challenges from other species as you 
progress to become the dom inant species.

To win this fabuloso prize, simply suggest the  evolu
tionary enhancem ent for hum an beings th a t would 
m ake us even m ore adept a t  being the most dom inant 
species on the planet.

Please send emails to thebeaver.partb@lse.ac.uk w ith 
subject line DO THE EVOLUTION.

+
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SIR RICHARD BISHOP
L ive P r e v ie w  

Sir Richard Bishop
@ Shaw  Library 
Friday 6th, 1 p m

W h a t do the Velvet Underground, 
D evendra B anhart and epic doom- 
m erchants Sunn O))) have in com

mon? All have loose ties to S ir R ichard 
Bishop, the  S ea ttle-b ased  experim en tal 
m usician who visits the  LSE ’s own den of 
forty-w inks the  Shaw Library  this Friday 

: a t 1pm. Bishop is a dazzling unaccom pa
nied guitarist, adm ired by old m asters (the 
deceased John Fahey) and contem porary 
leaders (Sonic Y outh’s T hurston Moore) 
alike. SRB’s day-to-day income comes from 
dealing in  ra re  occult books, the them es of 
which dom inate  his psychedelic steel- 
string  stomps.

At a  previous London show, S ir  Richard 
opened his set w ith  a  half-hour Indian  raga 
piece which departed  from the  Middle- 
Eastern  classical form into a flurry of dis
arm ing rhythm s which would sound as 
homely on a punk 45 as on the  high-brow 
labels th a t  generally house his recordings. 
SRB’s playing is exhaustive in  its influ- 

| ences, pioneering in its delivery, exhilerat- 
: ing in  its  execution. The sound of six  strings 
pulling in a thousand directions a t  once 
w hilst his hand  glides over the fretboard 
w ith a larm ing speed makes for essential, 

i entrancing listening.
Also a m em ber of the influential, yet 

stubbornly obscure, ethno-im prov group 
Sim  City Girls, S ir R ichard has been play
ing since the late  70s and  has a t various 
points proved him self a tru e  hero to the 
solo-acoustic form. His virtuosity  does not 
prevent his live perform ances from being 
wildly enjoyable. There is a  good chance S ir 
R ichard w ill drop in a couple of Django 
Reinhardt-esque gypsy swing pieces; brief 
sprints into the sorts of upbeat nimble 
stylings th a t  Woody Allen always chooses 
to wash over his slapstick scenes. Even the 
stern  faces of the  form er-directors who 

! w atch over the Shaw Library are sure to 
seem livelier as the stinging energy of

jamiestevens looks forward to the 
Ise leg of his uk tour...

B ishop’s own im prin t of psych-fo lk  swell and  resonate 
throughout the top floor of the  Old Building. Don’t  miss out.

GLOB

ONTOU
Get your glowsticks and smiley-face badges at the ready - 
ShockWaves Club NME on Tour is coming to London on the 
13th October.

The self-styled kings of new rave Klaxons headline the 16- 
date tour that promises to be a non-stop indie dance party. 
Shitdisco and Data Rock make-up the explosive line-up that 
will transport new music fans into a whole new dimension!

Jamie Reynolds, front man, Klaxons predicts that 
ShockWaves Club NME On Tour is ‘going to be mayhem 
with an absolute bonkers line-up of idiots!’ We presume he 
includes himself in that. Meanwhile Shitdisco front man 
Jamie Reeves thrillingly expounds: ‘I can’t wait! We’ve 
played with Klaxons a bunch of times and I really like 
Datarock, so it should be really good!’

Tickets have completely sold out but you can still be there 
thanks to purveyors of tweaked hairmess, ShockWaves. 
PartB has teamed with ShockWaves to offer you and a mate 
the chance to be part of this new rave revolution! Plus, 
ShockWaves has thrown in a shed load of hair stylers so 
you can achieve head-turning looks.

To win o n e  of 2  pairs  of tickets  ju s t an sw er the  
below  question:

Complete the William Burroughs-referencing Klaxons song 
title, ‘Atlantis to...’?

a n s w e r s  m a ile d  to  th e b e a v e r .p a r tb @ ls e .a c .u k  
T erm s a n d  c o n d i t io n s  a p p ly

DYSFUNCTIONAL FAMILY BREEDS WARRIOR
LP

Akron/Fam ijy
M eek  W arrior 

* * *

O h dear. I t ’s th a t tim e again.T im e for 
one of my favourite bands to  release 
a second album. As a quivering nerd 

of a music fan there  are  very few things I 
do w ith m ore trep idation  than  sliding th at 
shiny m etallic disc of possible wonder, but 
equally possible coruscating d isappoint
m ent, into the plastic tray  of delight, or 
perhaps despair. You see second album s are 
tricky  beasts, especially if you’ve got a well 
w orn and m uch loved debut behind you. 
Do you play it  safe and release the  same 
album  again (See The Strokes) only to be 
w ritten  off as extremely b land  one trick 
ponies or do you le t the experim entation 
run  rio t and release a to tally  different 
album  (See Liars) and  risk alienating  your 
entire fan  base? I t ’s obviously a tricky 

; question, and one th a t  m ost bands unfortu
nately get wrong, I m ean does can anyone 
even name a song off the second Yeah Yeah 
Yeahs album?

I th o u g h t I knew  w hich way 
Akron/Fam ily w ould go, last years sp lit EP 
w ith Angels of Light suggested the band 
were not ones to stand  to  still, containing, 

; as it did, th ree  songs th a t h in ted  a t a 
'boundless creativity and complete disre
gard for genre boundaries th a t  one would 
be hard  pushed to  find on their debut 
album. I m ean any band th a t follows the 
gorgeously m elodic folk d itty  ‘Awake’ w ith 
the explosion of screeching feedback, bent 
notes and w ild percussion th a t  is ‘M oment’ 
is n o t one I expect to release  boring 
retreads of form er glories. And then  there 
was th eir  wildly cathartic  live shows where

only to have samashton fell it with his mighty sabre...

the bands songs used as launching pads for 
excruciating ly  loud noise explorations, 
trib a l drumm ing, electronic m anipulation 
and a-cappella sing-a-longs.

So i t  is w ith  some surprise and a con
siderable am ount of annoyance th a t  I find 
m yself curiously  unm oved by M eek  
Warrior. I t s ta rts  off w ith the nine m inute 
m onstrosity ‘Blessing Force’ which contains 
elem ents of all their previous songs hap
hazardly chopped up  and throw n into a  pot 
of bizarrely unsticky glue and called a 
song. W hat should be Akron/Family’s tour 
de force comes across as a jarrin g  greatest 
h its  medley played by a som ew hat soulless 
collection of session m usicians. The songs 
only saving grace is two m inutes of deli
ciously skronky free Jazz sax th a t comes in 
tow ards the end.

A fter ‘Blessing Force’ much of the rest 
of the  album  retreats  back down the well 
worn p a th  of pleasant folk songs. ‘Gone 
Beyond’ is much like earlier song ‘Afford’ in 
it ’s earthy sim plistic structure, consisting, 
as i t  does, of little  m ore than  a  pleasantly 
picked guitar, gentle percussion, and a sin
gle lyric But w here ‘Affords’ lyric ‘The 
power I afford you, is the  one I wish, I had 
over you’ len t the song poignancy through 
i t ’s repetition, the sheer banality  of “Gone 
gone gone beyond, gone com pletely 
beyond,” th roughou t i t ’s en tire  length, 
causes the song to come across as little  
m ore th an  folk-them ed wall paper.

Fortunately the album  contains two 
songs th a t  lift themselves c lear above the 
overwhelmingly m undane masses. The first 
is the  title  track  which s ta rts  w ith  tw in
k ling  chim es, bells and  p ray e r bowls, 
evolves into swiftly strum m ed guitar, sing-

a-long vocals, hand  claps, and some fuzzy 
bass riffing. T hat a ll th is occurs over its 
exceedingly short 1:50 run  tim e is testa 
m ent to the bands dense song writing, yet 
such excellence only serves to rub  salt into 
the wounds of sheer boredom  inflicted by 
the other songs. The second is ‘The Rider 
(Dolphin Song)’ which manages to  be the 
only song to come close to capturing  the 
sheer power of the bands live shows. Far 
m ore cohesive than  ‘Blessing Force’, con
tain ing  as it does a central them e, the song 
nonetheless departs on several short noise

ex p lo ra tions  a longside some gloriously 
repetitive riffing. These two songs confirm  
th a t Akron/Family still have the capacity  
to become the great band th a t has been 
h inted a t previously, yet to do so the band 
m ust con tinue to  move forw ard  and  
explore new terrority, and much of this 
album  is rooted f irm ly  to the  floor.
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christinewhyte

Finally, a politician takes some interest 
in fashion. Not David Cameron's 
Converse trainies, ("fiercely fashionable" 
The Telegraph), but former Home 
Secretary Jack Straw. He's asking 
women to uncover their faces, nix the 
niqab, and get yer faces out for the lads. 
You know he's in touch with the mood 
of the nation - "Quite a lot of people are 
angry about Iraq," admits Straw.

Style Rule One - don't take style advice 
from this dildo.

So, let's take a look at the face-coverings 
from around the world that will be 
sweeping the fashion world this season.

Revenge is Best Served Stripy

Having a bad face day? 
Why not cheer up your 
office-mates with this fuck
ing terrifying stripy-horse- 
face masK.

‘ The nostrils are a bit lop
sided, which means you 
can tuck a fag into one for 
a lazy smoke.

Dad's Stylish Arm y

It's not often retro is also practical. But 
you're in London now, and this could be 
the answer to those bad smog/anthrax- 
raining-from-the-skies days. Plus, you 
can fart in the tube and sniff away to 
your heart's content, with no-one any 
the wiser.

Give yourself a  hug, a Face Hug!

This one will implant a foetus in your 
chest which will later burst out, ana kill 
you dead. But, Coleen Rooney swears 
by them for a hungover Sunday morn

ing brunch. 
Often compared 
tocunnilingus.
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SUPER-SIZED FUN-BAGS
r e b e c c a fo k  brings n ew  m ean in g  to the term b a g  lady...

RECLAIM, REVIVE, RECYCLE

I n last w eek’s issue of the Beaver, P art B 
was rec ru itin g  for m any positions, 
including a ‘Style Com ptroller’, whose 

perks include ‘ab ility  to  determ ine fash
ion, being fabulosa’.

F irst of all, let me inform those of you 
who haven’t  picked up a style magazine 
since Tom Ford left Gucci, o r  those of you 
who simply don’t  read  fashion articles 
online and  offline obsessively, th a t the  
W ord-approved version o f‘fabulosa’, fabu
lous, has been so over-exposed in the past 
years th a t fashion journalists these days 
try  to use i t  minimally. ‘Fabulous’ is often 
used only w hen one cannot th ink  of a su it
able im pressive-sounding adjective. I t’s 
sort of like w hen you thought something 
your friend recommended enthusiastically  
was only so-so and you don’t  w ant to 
offend her, so you say convincingly, ‘it 
w as... interesting.’

Anyways, enough of my very in terest
ing ram bling. How was everyone’s first 
week of school? Before your reading, class 
w ork and  various applications s ta rt to  pile 
up, I hope everyone took the tim e to enjoy 
one of the  few silver linings of starting  
school - th a t ’s back-to-school shopping of 
course! H ardw orking students th a t  we are, 
back-to-school shopping does not only 
have to m ean buying your required tex t
books from W aterstones. It can hopefully 
m ean buying som ething fun, like a school- 
bag or a coat, ju st to give your new school 
year a cheerful start.

If you’re  a Fresher, you may have 
noticed  th a t  m ost university  students, 
especially the females, have abandoned 
the ever-trusty backpacks because back
packs a re  like, so secondary  school. 
Instead, we now like to  th ink  ourselves as

grownup and stylish individuals and shop 
around other options.

From my observations, big, neutral- 
coloured (-white, sand, brown and black) 
leather bags from the High S treet are  com
mon w ith in  the fem ale bag-carrying popu
lation a t  LSE. For the designer b rand- 
lovers, Longchamp totes are  extremely 
p o p u lar  w ith  th e  g irls, as are  m ono- 
gram m ed totes by Gucci and  Vuitton. On 
the o ther hand, m ost of the  guys carry 
black  m essenger bags, backpacks and duf

fel bags (on Wednesdays) Interestingly, the 
most recognisable and common b ran d  of 
m ale-carried bags is the LSE! These bags I 
ju st m entioned look sm art and are  perfect
ly p ractical. And then  there  are  those of us 
who value beau ty  over p rac tica lity : I 
noticed a few girls around campus toting 
cute Dior handbags on one shoulder and 
carrying th eir  books and  lecture notes in 
the o ther hand.

The good news is, finding the perfect 
school bag th is  year should be m uch easi
er th an  the past few years because big 
bags are ‘in ’ this season so there’ll be many 
styles in  shops. Just look around you -from  
the new bag collections a t Top Shop and 
Zara to the latest Chanel p rin t ad  featu r
ing a huge black vinyl bag -b ig  bags are 
simply THE th ing  to have th is  season.

With so m any big bags in the  m arket, 
you really should know w hat your dream 
bag is like before actually shopping for it 
because afterw ards, you can just shop at 
specific stores and save a lo t of time. 
Consider these w hile choosing a book bag: 
I t is so im portan t th a t  the  bag is ligh t
weight -your books and notes are  heavy 
enough as it is. W hat fabric do you like? 
W ith the unpredictable drizzles, you m ight 
w ant your bag to be w ater-resistant, in 
which case you should look for nylon bags. 
Suede leather becomes d irty  very quickly 
so you should avoid it. Also, d a rk  neutral 
colours are  recommended because after 
all, you wouldn’t  w an t to get sick of your 
bag too soon. Also, w hat k ind  of bag do 
you want? If you can ’t  figure out w hether 
you w ant a to te  or a messenger bag, totes 
w ith  long straps, ie. a tote and messenger 
bag all-in-one, is all the rage this season so 
you w on’t  even have to  choose!

a b a o su n sa d e  rum m ages through so c ie ty ’s refuse an d  c o m e s  
up smelling of roses...

R em em ber the days when only 
punk rockers and emos wore 
d rain p ip e  jeans? W hen only 

girls below the age of eight could get 
away w ith having an aliceband in 
their hair? W hen only men who wore 
hearing aids and bifocals could rock a 
cardigan? Well, the times they are  a- 
changin’ as high street shops have 
recently taken  it upon themselves to 
break  down style barriers and  univer
salize signature clothing item s into 
trendy pieces for a ll to enjoy.

Skulls and crossbones have been 
reclaim ed from  the m asts of p ira te  
ships and now adorn  everything from 
t-sh irts , to belts, to  scarves. Cardigans 
have been rescued from the  "I’ve got 
more h a ir  in my nose than  on my 
head" age group and will be an essen
tia l for every male, old or young, this 
winter. Try B urton and H&M for ones 
w ith stripy p a tte rns th a t  leave you 
looking more David Beckham than  
David Attenborough.

Another successful reclam ation is 
evident in the explosion of tartan  
g rac ing  m ost w om ensw ear collec
tions. You don’t  have to be g inger and 
live off shortbread biscuits to pull off 
trad itional Scottish prin ts  this w in
ter. For those of you not keen on being 
a walking ode to the land  of Loch 
Ness I recommend ta rtan  accessories, 
such as Miss Selfridges’ clutch bag. To 
add a b it of na tu re  to  our concrete 
jungle, wom enswear collections are 
still abundan t w ith  leopard prints, 
which look best w hen worn m inim al
ly i.e. in the form of scarves or ballet 
flats. W hich brings me to the  g reatest 
reclam ation of all. Remember when 
the  only girls who wore flat shoes in 
form al situations were the  ones who 
couldn 't w alk in  heels? No longer, my 
friends! From boots to pum ps, the  flat

heel is still "in" for every sensible 
female - not simply those well into 
their golden years suffering from 
constantly swollen ankles. Enjoy it 
w hile  i t  lasts , a p latfo rm -heel 
revival is on the horizon!

Speaking of revivals, the  fash
ion world has been dipping into 
the  crayola box to find long neg
lected colours in desperate need of 
atten tion . Sigh. You'd th in k  by 
now m anufacturers would have 
realised th a t NO ONE suits th at 
"mustard" shade of yellow th at 
only exists in na tu re  w hen a curry 
doesn 't go down very well. 
Similarly, pu rp le  is another trend 
you should try  to avoid. Unless 
you're a plum  or a grape. And for
get w hat you heard  on the streets - 
black is not back. The key them e 
this au tum n/w inter w ill be ju x ta 
posing  d reary  grey  days w ith 
blinding bolts of colour. If you're 
pale skinned, fret not. You won't 
need a fake tan  to pull off these 
S tab ilo  insp ired  shades if you 
layer them  w ith calm er tones.

For all you lovely beatniks, 
hippies and /o r cash-strapped peo
ple still riding the vintage band
wagon, you'll be happy to hear 
th a t it is very la mode to borrow 
trends from p ast decades e.g. leg
gings from  the  80 's and  sh ift 
dresses from  the 60's. And who 
said recycling w asn 't fun? Be sure 
to purchase such second-hand 
steals from charity  shops such as 
T raid and Oxfam where items are 
reasonably priced w ith proceeds 
going tow ards a good cause, as 
opposed to high street retailers 
such as Topshop, who shamelessly 
overprice item s (most likely) 
nicked from dead peoples' closets.

+
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Alan Bennett:
The Hi

a la n  b e n n e tt  is a rgu ab ly  britain’s g r e a te s t  living 
playwright, his la test p lay  th e  history boys  has just 
b e e n  m a d e  into a  fea tu re  film, p artb ’s ed itor  
d a n ie ly a te s  asks him a b o u t  university, sw earing  
a n d  th e  joys of lifelong e d u c a tio n ...

U n d e r  th e  h a il  of c h ew ed -u p  p a p e r  
a n d  tam p o n s  th e  sw o t b e a rs  r itu a l  
h u m ilia tio n . U n d e r  th e  b a rra g e  of 

in su lts  a n d  la u g h te r  th e  sw o t p lo u g h s 
th e i r  lo n ely  furrow . H av in g  accep ted , as 
a m o d e  of s ch o la s tic  e x is ten ce , th e  very 
th in g  t h a t  fu e ls  th e  c o u n te r -c u l tu r a l  
id e n ti ty  o f th e i r  p eers , th ey  a re  d o o m ed  to  
d a n g le  o n  a n  u n s u p p o rte d  lim b , c u tt in g
lonely  c a r ic a tu re d  f ig u res  on  th e  p e r ip h 
eries, en to m b e d  in  a fte rsc h o o l lo n elin ess  
w ith  th e  only  th e  fa in t, co n so la tio n  of 
in s t itu t io n a l  a n d  p a re n ta l  p ra ise  to  v a li
d a te  th e i r  chosen  p a th . T h is  is  th e  sw o t’s 
lo t. B u t co u ld  th is  b e g in  to  change?  S ay  
p e rh a p s  a  rea lly  cool film  com es o u t  th a t  
tu rn s  ac ad e m ic  en d e av o u r  in to  som e
th in g  a k in  to  a  w h ee lin g  R e s e r v o i r  
D o g s  s ty le  p o r t r a i t  o f co o ln ess . 
S o m e th in g  w ith  fa s t -c u t  scenes of h a rd  
acad em ic  g raft, y o u n g  m en  w ith  f ilm s ta r  
good loo k s h i tt in g  th e  books, in  s lick  
ta b le a u s  e n d o w ed  w ith  ce llu lo id  cool.

T h e  H i s t o r y  B o y s  b e g a n  life  in  
2004 a t  th e  N a tio n a l  T h e a tre  an d , a f te r  
se llin g  o u t lik e  c ra c k - in fu se d  h o t cakes, 
s to rm ed  B ro ad w ay  in  th e  A p ril  o f 2005. 
D u rin g  th a t  tim e  th e  p lay  a c cru e d  n ea rly  
a ll  th e  p res tig io u s  th e a tr ic a l  aw a rd s  in  
ex is ten ce . Two O liv ier aw ard s , b o th  th e  
E v en in g  S ta n d a rd  a n d  th e  C r i tic ’s C ircle 
aw a rd s  fo r  B est Play, a n d  ac ro ss  th e  p o n d  
a  m am m o th  h a u l o f s ix  Tonys. Follow ing  
th is  success th e  p lay  w as a d a p te d  b y  its  
w r i te r  A la n  B e n n e t t  in to  a  film . I t  fo l
low s th e  s to r ie s  of e ig h t b r ig h t, fu n n y  h is 
to ry  s tu d e n ts  in  th e  n o r th  of E n g la n d  
a ro u n d  a b o u t th e  m id  1980s, w h o  a re  
p u rsu in g  p laces  a t  O x b rid g e. T h e ir  a m b i
tio u s  l i t t le  h ead m as te r , in  a  q u e s t fo r 
a sso c ia ted  glory, e n lis ts  th e  serv ices of 
I rw in , a  sav v y  o p e ra to r  f re s h  fro m  
O xford , to  c o a ch  th e  boys in to  in te l le c tu 
a l sh ap e. S e d u c e d  th o u g h  th e y  a re  by  th e  
n ew  te a c h e r ’s in v en tiv e , d y n am ic  a n d  
u ltim a te ly  p ra g m a tic  a p p ro a c h  to  th e ir  
ed u c a tio n , th e  boys a re  to rn  by  th e ir  
a ffec tio n  fo r  th e  ecce n tric  p o e try -sp o u t
in g  m a s te r  H ector, p lay ed  by  R i c h a r d  
G r i f f i t h s ,  a n d  th e  s te a d y  d ie t  of n o u r 
ish in g  fa c ts  a n d  f ig u res  p ro v id e d  by  M iss 
L in to tt ,  th e i r  h is to ry  te a c h e r  p lay ed  by 
F r a n c e s  De La T o u r .  I t  is  th ro u g h  
th ese  f ig u res  t h a t  B e n n e tt p lay s  o u t  a 
g re a t  c la sh  of p e d ag o g ica l ideologies. In  
H e c to r  a n d  L in to t t  is  e m b o d ied  a l ib e ra l 
e n lig h te n m e n t e d u c a tio n , w ith  k n o w l
edge  a s  a  fu r th e r in g  a n d  e le v a tin g  of 
h u m an k in d . A g a in s t th is  is  p i tc h e d  th e  
jo u rn a lis t ic  a p p ro a c h  o f I rw in , a  p ra g 
m a tic  resp o n se  to  th e  d e m a n d s  of th e  
e x a m in a tio n  sy s te m , w i th  t r ic k s  a n d  
in v en tiv en e ss , p o s t-m o d e rn is t  irony , 
verve  a n d  flippancy .

We a re  a t  th e  D orcheste r, th e  rococo 
b a s tio n  of s u rp lu s  v a lue , w h ere  B la ir  te lls  
lies to  c o u rt h is  r ic h  sp o n so rs  a n d  w o rld  
b u s in e ss  le a d e rs  lie  o n  s ilk  sh e e ts  a n d  
d rea m  of g e ttin g  richer. E v en  J a m e s  
C o r  d e n ,  B ritish  te le v is io n  s ta p le  in  h is  
ro le s  in  H o l ly o a k s  a n d  F a t  F r ie n d s ,  c a n ’t  
q u ite  b e liev e  th e  o p u len ce . “W e’ve ju s t  
h a d  4 ice  c ream s. T h a t  cam e to  46 qu id . 
T ru e  s to ry !” H e  ex c la im s  in  h is  h ila r io u s  
sh rie k  of a  voice. T he re s t  o f th e  boys a re  
h e re , sm ilin g  a n d  lau g h in g  w ith  B e n n e tt 
w h o se  fac e  is  red d e n e d  in  one  c o n tin u o u s  
b lu sh  w ith  th e  sh e e r  joy  of b e in g  a ro u n d

su ch  e x u b e ra n t  y o u th . H is  h e a d  is  con
s ta n tly  p i tc h in g  le f t  a n d  r ig h t  in  slig h tly  
b ew ild e re d  b a c k se a t r a p tu re , fo llow ing  
th e  c ro ssfire  of th e  b o y s’ ra p id  b an ter. 
W h ils t h e  c a n  n ev e r q u ite  t ra c k  i t  a ll  h e  is 
b e a rin g  a  sm ile  th a t  c a n  h a rd ly  c o n ta in  
h is  b e a tif ic  joy a t  b e in g  w ith  th em . I t  
seem s f a i r  to  say  th a t  lik e  m an y  o f h is  
ch a ra c te rs , B e n n e tt lik es  th e  co m p an y  of 
y o u n g  m en. In  th e  p lay  th e re  is  som e
th in g  th a t  w ill b e  u n d o u b ted ly  c o n s tru e d  
by  r ig h t  w in g  c ritic s  as  a n  ap o lo g y  fo r 
p a e d o p h ilia . T he o ld e r  c h a ra c te rs ’ n o r
m al a n d  o bv ious s e x u a l a t t r a c t io n  to  
y o u th  a n d  v ig o u r is  p lay e d  o u t u n d e r  th e  
sex u a lly  b a rre n  a n d  o p p ress iv e  eye of the  
schoo l in s titu tio n . B e n n e tt d o esn ’t  so 
m u ch  h u m an ise  p a e d o p h ilia  as  sim ply  
assu m e  i ts  p lac e  in  o u r  se x u a litie s . O ur 
in ex o ra b le  lib id in o u s  p u ll  to w a rd s  th e  
a l t a r  of H eb e  is  in g ra in e d  in  o u r  s e x u a li
ties . We a re  p laced  co n s is ten tly  in  po si
t io n s  w h ere  th e  d raw  of n u b ile  young  
fle sh  is  to  b e  res is ted , w h ere  o u r  se x u a li
tie s  m u s t n ev e r be  in d u lg ed . S h o u ld  w e 
cave in  to  o u r  desire , a s  H e c to r does in  th e  
film , th e n  w e a re  n o t ju s t  cen so red  b u t  
pu n ish ed .

A fte r  a sh o rt  w h ile  w e a re  u sh e red  
th ro u g h  in to  a  c ream  p a n e le d  room  an d  
to ld  w e h ave  “a b o u t 1 0  m in u te s ” w ith  
w h ic h  to  p lu m  th e  in te r io r ity  o f a  p lay 
w r ig h t  w h o se  w o rk , o f su ch  e x tra o rd i
n a ry  d e p th  a n d  density , w ill  d e m a n d  fu r 
th e r  d ecad es  of s tu d y in g  by  th e  fo rem o st 
a c ad em ic  in s t itu t io n s  of th e  E n g lish  la n 
g u ag e  to  b e  en ric h e d  to  i ts  fu lle s t m ea n 
in g  . T he  p a le  a n d  d a n d y ish  f ig u re  of th e  
m an , s ti ll  boy ish  u n d e r  th e  c ra q u e leu re  of 
a d v an c in g  y ears , s its  c a re fu lly  a n d  com 
poses h im se lf  c ircu m sp ec tly  as  if  h e  w ere 
m ak in g  of h im se lf  a s im p le  a n d  g en tle  
o rig am i. We s ta r t  by  a sk in g  h im  a b o u t 
so m e th in g  c lo se  to  o u r  jo u rn a l is t ic  
h e a rts , sw earin g . “F ilth  is e x trem e ly  
im p o r ta n t ,  i t  c le a n se s  n o n s e n se ” says 
B e n n e tt in  h is  p r im  Y orkshire  tenor. Is 
th e re  ever su ffic ien t rea so n  to  to n e  it 
dow n? “W ell, in  th is  film  actually . D ak in  
[one o f th e  boys], w h e n  i t ’s  s a id  to  h im , ‘I 
d id n ’t  th in k  yo u  w ere  th a t  w ay  in c lin e d ’ 
[a f te r  th e  c h a ra c te r  m ak es  a d v an ces  on 
Irw in  th e  d y n am ic  y o u n g  teach e r]  he 
rep lied , ‘oh, i t ’s th e  en d  of te rm , I g o t in to  
O xford , I th o u g h t I m ig h t p u sh  th e  b o a t  
o u t.’ A n d  th e  A m erican s  w ere su p p o sed  
n o t  to  u n d e rs ta n d  th a t  p h rase , so in  th e  
b eg in n in g  i t  w as a lte re d  to  ‘o h  i t ’s th e  end  
o f te rm , I  ju s t  g o t in to  O xford , I th o u g h t I 
m ig h t ro ll  o u t th e  r e d  c a rp e t .’ B u t u n d e r  
th e  c irc u m sta n ce s  t h a t  som ehow  seem ed 
f a r  too  obscene, so w e c h an g ed  i t  b a c k  to  
th e  o r ig in a l.” A n d  B e n n e tt d ire c ts  a 
ch u ck le  som ew h ere  in to  th e  c o rn e r  of 
him self.

So w h a t’s B e n n e tt’s ta k e  o n  th e  LSE ? 
“Isn ’t  t h a t  a b a n k ? ” h e  q u e s tio n s  w ith  a 
sa rd o n ic  sm ile.

B e n n e tt h im se lf  w as a n  O x fo rd  u n d e r 
g ra d u a te . In  h is  fo rew o rd  to  th e  p u b 
lish e d  play, th e  a u th o r  d escrib es  h ow  he 
‘c h e a te d ’ to  g e t a  sch o la rsh ip  a t  th e  u n i
v e rs ity  : “I  red u c e d  e v e ry th in g  I k n ew  to  
a  s e t o f  n o tes  w ith  an sw ers  to  po ssib le  
q u e s tio n s  a n d  o dd , e y e -c a tc h in g  q u o ta 
t io n s  a ll  w r i t te n  o u t  o n  a  se ries o f fo rty  o r  
f if ty  c o rre sp o n d en ce  ca rd s , a h a n d fu l  of 
w h ic h  I  c a rr ie d  in  m y p o c k e t every w h ere
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I w en t.” T hese ‘m in ced  m o rse ls ’ w ere  d u ly  
re g u rg ita te d  a n d  B e n n e tt w on  h is  sch o l
a rsh ip . P re p a r in g  fo r h is  f in a l  ex am s in  f  
h is to ry  a t  O xford , B e n n e tt d isco v e red  |
a n o th e r  tech n iq u e , th a t  o f  ta k in g  a n  idea  
a n d  tu rn in g  i t  on  its  h e a d  in  o rd e r  to  g rab  
a tte n tio n . A gain  h is  m eth o d s p a id  off. 
“In  a  sense,” h e  says, “I am  I rw in ” .

B u t, as  th e  p lay  w o u ld  sug g est, th e re  
is  m ore to  B e n n e tt’s le a rn in g  th a n  n a tiv e  
ac ad em ic  cu n n in g . “I fe lt  m y e d u c a tio n  
on ly  b e g a n  a f te r  I ’d  le f t  u n iversity . I 
m ean  even  in  a n  a b so lu te ly  p ra c t ic a l  w a y  |
I d o n ’t  fo r  in s ta n c e , rem e m b e r rea d in g  a  ■ ' 
boo k  th ro u g h  fro m  s ta r t  to  f in ish  u n t i l  a 
f a i r  t im e  a f te r  I ’d  le f t  u n iversity , w h e n  w e |  
w e n t to  N ew  York w ith  b ey o n d  th e  frin g e  p  
w h ich  w as in  1962. C om ing b a c k  on  th e  . 
b o a t  I  r e a d  B leak  House a n d  G re a t  
E x p e c ta tio n s . T h a t  w as th e  f ir s t  t im e  I ’d 
rea d  a b o o k  from  s ta r t  to  f in ish  a n d  k e p t 
th in k in g  as  I  w as read in g , ‘O h, I ’m  en joy
in g  th is , a n d  y e t i t ’s  a  c la ss ic ’. I ’d  so m e
h ow  th o u g h t of th e  c lassics o f l i te ra tu re  
a s  so m e th in g  a p a r t  fro m  m e, so m eth in g  
to  do  w ith  acad em ic  life  a n d  n o t  som e
th in g  y ou en joyed. I t  took  m e a  long , long  
t im e  to  le a rn  so m eth in g  yo u  rea lly  o u g h t 
to  le a rn  a t  school b u t  n o t m an y  -people 
d o ” .

A fte r  o u r  tim e  w ith  B e n n e tt is  up , w e 
g e t to  fu ck  a ro u n d  w ith  th e  boys. In  a 
c e rta in  sense. Jam es  C o rd en  is  sh rie k in g  
a n d  te llin g  everyone  ho w  fam o u s h e  is  in  
h ig h ly  iro n ic  te rm s. R ic h a rd  G riff ith s  is 
te llin g  th em  th a t  th ey  d o n ’t  k n o w  th e  
m ea n in g  o f th e  w o rd  resp ec t; th e  b o y s  
p ro te s t, b u t  he  co n tin u es . “T h ere  h as  b een  
n o  v isib le  d e m o n s tra tio n  o f  y o u r  u n d e r 
s ta n d in g  o f th e  w o rd ” . H e tu rn s  to  th e  
assem b led  c lu tc h  of p ress . “If y o u ’re  n o t 
overly  fo n d  of th e  s c a ta lo g ic a l o r  have 
an y  sense of p ro p rie ty  w h e n  i t  com es to  
se x u al m ores, d o n ’t  ta lk  to  th ese  b o y s”

I g e t ta lk in g  to  Sam B a r n e t t  (w ho 
p lay s  P o sn e r in  th e  film ,) a b o u t e d u c a tio n  
a n d  th e  I rw in  ch a rac te r . “T he sa d  th in g  
a b o u t  I rw in , a n d  th e  th in g  h e  n e v e r  q u ite  
g e ts  to  rea lize , is  t h a t  w h ils t  h e ’s very  
in te lle c tu a lly  tr ic k sy  he  lack s  w h a t  m ig h t 
b e  ca lle d  a  s p ir i tu a l  side. W hen  D a k in  
c o n fro n ts  h im , say ing , ‘yes, y o u ’re  very  
g ood  a t  th is  g am e, b u t  a b o u t y o u r life, 
w h a t  a b o u t y o u r p e rso n a l life? You’re  
b rav e  w ith  th ese  d ec isions you m ak e , w hy 
a re n ’t  you  a s  b rav e  in  y o u r life  as  yo u  a re  
in  y o u r  teach in g ? ’ You c a n ’t  ever sacrifice  
y o u r  life  fo r  g e ttin g  u n iv ers ity  a n d  g e t
tin g  g rad es . You c a n  p u t  a ll  t h a t  w o rk  in  
b u t  a t  th e  e n d  o f th e  day  if  y o u  h a v e n ’t  
g ro w n  as  a  p e rso n , w h a t  is  th e  p o in t? ” 
A n d  from  th e  q u iv erin g  lip s  of th is  sen si
tiv e  boy, w h o  in c id e n ta lly  does a  g re a t  
im p re ss io n  o f C e lia  Jo h n so n  in  B rie f  
E n co u n ter , com es sage adv ice  fo r  m any  
L S E  s tu d e n ts .

■
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TRINIDAD &TOBAGO
louannsugden unmasks two small islands with big personalities.

P opular beaches such as Pigeon Point, 
S tore bay and Mt. Irvine boast the  best 
facilities, b u t if one w ants to  go to a  more 
private beach there are  many to choose 
from. Tobago is home to  the oldest pro tect
ed rainforest in the Western Hemisphere 
and boasts a huge eco-tourism  industry 
aim ed a t creating jobs through conserva
tion of the  environment.

You can also take  a glass bottom  boat 
ride to the Bucco Reef where a ll varieties of 
fish can be found and to the  ‘Nylon Pool’ 
where i t  is rum oured if you swim there you 
w ill feel 10 years younger. For those more 
adventurous you can go scuba diving and 
snorkeling.

For those who go on holiday for the 
food, will find Trinidad and Tobago to  be a 
culinary paradise. Thanks to its m ulticul
tu ra l society there are m any different types 
of trad itional food up  for sale. ‘Creole’ food 
brought by the Africans consists of rich 
stews, salted fish, rice dishes such as ‘pelau ’ 
and ‘hard  food’ like provisions. Whereas, the 
E ast Indians have brought the  curry (NB. 
-very  different from  trad itio n a l Indian  
curry) and the ever popu lar ‘ro ti’, ‘p a ra ta ’ 
and ‘dhalpouri’ and a m yriad of Indian 
sweets and treats. For those in to  fine dining 
there  is a booming m arket in gourmet 
restau ran ts serving up food from all over 
the  world or creating eclectic food fusions- 
m ixing local ingredients w ith international 
techniques and dishes.

Nota Bene; getting there  from Europe is 
expensive, ranging from 400 -  800 pounds, 
but once you land  -  given the exchange 
rate , the ‘pound’ and ‘dollar’ are king.
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“ £■ Located in the heart of Theatreland, only 5 m inutes walk from the LSE, 
_  Sarastro is the most exciting and extravagant restaurant in the West End and 
03  a perfect place to spend time in before and after your show.15

The restaurant is flamboyantly yet unpretentiously designed 
as a theatre with ten ‘opera boxes’ based on different artistic traditions. 

The menu offers a fantastic choice of delicious 
Mediterranean and Turkish food, fresh seafood, exquisite wines and spirits.

Set menus start at £15 
Massive discounts for LSE students only!

126 Drury Lane, TheatreLand, London, WC2B 5QG. Reservations: 02078360101
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T rin idad  and Tobago lies a t  the  south
ern end of the Caribbean. I t is a land 
th a t  defies all preconceived notions 

of island living. The tw in island republic 
boasts very different personalities though. 
T rinidad is the  vibrant, vivacious sister 
who is always on the  run  and looking for 
fun. Whereas, Tobago is the quiet, more 
easy going sister.

T rinidad is the ‘p arty  capital of the 
Caribbean’. In  T rinidad there is even a 
name for hanging out; ‘lim in’. ‘Trim s’ love 
to ‘lim e’ and there’s a  lo t of opportunity  for 
this, from the  various local nightclubs, to 
the  m yriad of outdoor ‘fetes’ organized 
throughout the  year. ‘Soca’, is the m usic of 
choice and  the ‘w hine’ is the preferred 
dance.

This ‘party-loving’ a ttitude  expresses 
itself each year in the  biggest s treet parade 
-  The Carnival. Two days before Ash 
Wednesday, the  streets of the capital Port 
of Spain is transform ed into a paradise of 
colour, sweet sounds of steel pan and  ‘Soca’ 
w aft through the  a ir  and there is an ener
gy and vibrancy th a t can only be described 
as ecstatic. For two days all citizens and 
foreigners alike unite for one common p ur
pose -  to abandon everyday worries.

A walk through the streets of Port of 
Spain reveals a new discovery a t every 
turn. From the old British colonial build
ings, to  the  ‘ginger bread’ houses of the past, 
to the  massive skyscrapers th a t now dot the 
skyline. I t is also a good way to m eet many 
locals and observe their daily lives. Around 
the ‘Savannah’ ( a great park  in the middle 
of the city) you can get a fresh coconut full 
of w ater .You can drink as you stroll around 
tak ing  in the ‘M agnificent Seven’- seven of 
the  m ost g rand  and architecturally  appeal

ing houses from the  colonial past . This 
transports you to a tim e and place which 
can only lead to reflection. Nearby there is 
also the Museum, The Botanical Gardens 
and many o ther historical buildings and 
places of interest.

If one s ta rts  to long for the  typical 
Caribbean experience, Tobago is only a 20 - 
30 m inute plane ride o r 3 hours boat ride

away. The a ir  fare from Trinidad is approx
imately £30 and by boat £10. In Tobago, the 
laid  back a ttitu d e  is alm ost immediately 
noticable afte r stepping of the plane or 
boat. I t  is small and idyllic, w ith many great 
beaches throughout the island. It is one of 
the least commercial of all tourist destina
tions of the Caribbean and still has a gen
uine charm.
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A beautifully designed restaurant, only 7 minutes walk from the LSE, 
is named after the character in Mozart’s ‘Magic Flute*.
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Papageno’s design reminds you of Alladin’s cave and an old opera set, 
where artistic exuberance complements wonderful cuisine.

The chef boasts a variety of Mediterrenean food, exceptional fish, 
and tempting starters, such as the cheese Borek.

Spacious 700 seat Papageno welcomes student birthday parties, 
graduation celebrations and evening get-togethers.

Massive discounts for LSE students, every day and night!

29-3i Wellington St., Covent Garden, WC2E 7DB. Reservations: 02078364444
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ASPHALT JUNGLE
joeymellows sees the bfi re-release a  classic

F ilm  N o ir
D irec ted  by: Jo h n  Huston  
Starring: Sterling H ayden

he  m enacing m usica l s c o re  o f  M iklos 
I I Sozsa s e ts  th e  scene fo r  th is  superb, 
-L g la c ia l t h r i l le r ,  which, desp ite  being 

delib era te ly  slew in  the f i r s t  hcur, l a s  not 
l e s t  i t s  a b i l i ty  to  exc ite  and captivate 
a u d ie n c e s  i n  t h e  m odem  d ay . 
N om inated f o r  4 O scars  and  view ed a s  
'T he G odfather o f  a l l  h e i s t  m o v ies ', 
The A sp h a lt Ju n g le  i s  a  powerful ' t o u r  
d e  f o r c e ' , w hich  c r e a t e s  an  uncom fort - 
a b l e ,  moody a tm o sp h ere  d u e  t o  i t s  
c ra c k lin g , raw d ia lo g u e  and p e rv a s iv e  
d ep ic tio n  o f  lo n e lin e s s . Viewed a s  bo th  
c o n t r o v e r s ia l  and  g ro u n d -b rea k in g  when 
o rig in a lly  released, i t  risked  being severe - 
l y  ed ited  by provoking th e  s trin g en tly , 
s t r i c t  Production Oode o f th e  time w ith i t s  
graphic dgo ic ticn  o f  a  h e i s t  i n  a u th a c tic - 
locking  d e ta i l  and has in sp ired  coun tless 
im ita tions including O c e a n 's  11 (1960) 
an d  The Usual Suspects (1995).

The A sp h a lt J u n g le  (b a se d  on  a  
W.R.Bumett novel) i s  e s s a it ia l ly  the s tory  
o f a  crime which f a i l s .  D espite on ly  h av 
in g  j u s t  been re le a se d  from a  seven-year 
j a i l  term , an  an in e n t th i e f  known as  'The 
Dec' wants,-to p u l l  o f f  one l a s t  jo b  a t  an 
upmarket jew e lle ry  s to re  be fo re  r e t i r in g  
to  th e  g i r l s  and pure a i r  o f Mexico. He 
in m e d ia te ly  heads o f f  to  s e e  Cabby, an  
i l le g a l  bookie who s e ts  about re c ru it in g  a  
gang to  perform  th e  h e i s t :  Dix (Hayden), 
th e  b ig  Irish-A m erican "hooligan" w ith  an 
o b sessio n  f o r  h o rse s  and g a rb lin g ; Gus, 
th e  hunchback re s ta u r a n t  o p e r a to r  w ith  
a  h ea rt o f <y>ld; Louis, th e  I ta l ia n -  
A merican, who can  "c rack  any  s a f e  in

u n d e r f o u r  m in u te s " ;  and  Emmerich 
(Calhe m ) , th e  crooked law yer w ith  an 

a n x ie ty -in v a lid  fo r  a  w ife and a  "niece" 
f o r  a  m istress  (the stunning  lV&rilyn 
Manroe). A t f i r s t  th e  p lan  goes l ik e  clock - 
work, b u t a s  a  nunber o f  l i t t l e  accidents 
a c c u m u la te , ea c h  p a r tn e r  p ro v e s  to  
h av e  h i s  own f a t a l  w eakness -  none 
more s o  th a n  th e  schem ing Emmerich 
who, in  p lanning to  double-cross h i s  asso  -

c ia te s ,  causes th e  m eticu lously  o rc h e s 
tra te d  p lan  to  f a l l  ap a rt and se a ls  the 
fa te s  of the s ix  men.

So fa r ,  th e  p lo t  o u tlin e  sounds c m  - 
v en ticn a l enough w ith  regard  to  e a r l i e r  
g angster movies from th e  t r a d i t io n  o f 
A m erican n a tu r a l is m  su c h  a s  Mervyn 
L eR o y 's  L i t t l e  Caesar (1931), o r  Howard 
H a w k s ' S c a r f a c e  (1932). Where 
H jstcn 's film  excels, however, i s  in  i t s  l i n 

e a r  and f lu e n t n a r ra t iv e  coupled w ith  th e  
sharpness o f  i t s  ch a ra c te r observation , 
w hich  d e m o n s tra te s  t h a t  w h ile  ea ch  
man h a s  a  w e a k n e ss , n o n e  h a v e  a  
pa th o lo g y . H u sto n 's  f i lm  can th e re fo re  
b e  viewed a s  th e  e x p lo ra tio n  o f  w hether 
in h e re n t  human w eakness i s  d e te rm in e d  
by th e  environment a s  th e  u lt im a te  a r c h i  - 
t e c t  o f fa te  car by th e  ind iv idual them
selves. I t  i s  the exploration of th is  previous - 
l y  u n to u ch e d  th a n e  t h a t  m arks The 
A sp h a lt Ju n g le  as  q u ite  d i f f e rm t  from 
o th e r gangster film s, a s  Huston p re sen ts  
h i s  c h a ra c te rs  a s  d riv e n  by  th e  human 
need fo r  freedom, ra th e r  than in  e a r l i e r  
fi lm s  where th e  g a n g s te r 's  c h a r a c t e r i 
sa tio n s  a re  d riv en  by th e i r  psychopathic 
need to  k i l l  due to  th e ir  greed and n ih i l i s  - 
t i c  tendsre ies.

W hile p o rtra y in g  freedom r a th e r  than  
g re e d  a s  th e  m otive  b eh in d  th e  c h a ra c 
te rs  partic ipa tion  in  the h e is t, Hasten s u r 
p r is in g ly  chooses n o t to  sen tim en ta lise  
any  o f  th e  group  members. The m otives 
o f  th e  harassed  lawyer, in te l le c tu a l  d o c
t o r  and h o o lig an  who dreams o f  r e tu r n 
ing  to  h i s  childhood farm a r e  expla ined  
b u t, most no tab ly , th e i r  ac tio n s  a r e  no t 
excused. I t  was th i s  o rig in a l  th e re  th a t  
led  to  Dilys Powell, a  film  reviewer o f the 
tim e , t o  comment t h a t  The A sp h a lt 
J u n g le  ca re  as  "a r e l i e f  a f te r  a  s e r ie s  of 
f i lm s  i n  w hich th e  com nunity was made 
responsible fo r  th e  disgraces o f th e  in d i 
v id u al, to  acme on th i s  o b jec tiv e  a n a ly sis  
o f  human w e a k n e s s " .

D espite Huston lo sing  o u t to  A ll About 
E v e 's  Joseph L. Mankiewicz f o r  th e  B est 
D irec to r Oscar, The A sphalt Jungle dal 
stands up 56 years l a t e r  a s  a  superb foot- 
to - th e - p e d a l  c in e m a tic  c a p e r and a s  a  
p re -e m in e n t ex a n p le  o f  toug h -g u y  c in e -
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ATLAS SHRUGGED!
erinorozco shrugs off ayn ran d ’s heavyweight

A  CONFEDERACY OF

DUNCE

AYN RAND
ATLAS

SHRUGGED

mm

A tlas S h ru g g e d
Ayn Rand

A yn R and’s A tla s  Shrugged is a 
m am m oth of a book, lasting  well 
over one thousand pages, bu t carry

ing it around earns you instan t respect. It 
is th is  strange com bination which makes 
R and’s novel a m odern classic despite the

dry writing style and a predictable plot. 
Reaching the end is immensely satisfying, 
if only because it is finally over.

Atlas revolves around a cold w ar of 
sorts between industrialists and the ‘loot
e rs’ who leech off them. This conflict is 
portrayed as one th a t has been present 
th roughout history, yet only becomes pro
nounced in the m odem  world when one 
John G alt decides to p u t an  end to it, o r as 
Rand phrases it to  “stop the engine of the 
w orld”. He does th is by convincing the 
industrialists to  go on strike, leaving the 
‘looters’ to destroy the socialist societies 
they have created so th a t the industrialists 
can la te r rebuild  the world on the princi
ple of free commerce.

Rand’s life is essential to an  under
standing  of the  book. A Soviet imm igrant, 
she arrived in New York in 1926, having 
lied to Soviet officials to obtain a  visa. She 
never returned  to Russia, holding the US 
as the ideal of w hat free people could 
achieve. This adm iration, particu larly  for 
New York, is a constant thread  in Atlas. 
While tak ing  odd jobs in Hollywood s tu 
dios throughout the  late  1920s and early 
1930s, she began writing screenplays. This 
segued into novel writing. Atlas was pub
lished in 1957, though R and began writing 
it in 1946. The historical tim ing was per
fect for this Soviet refugee as the Cold War 
was tak ing  shape and, in her m ind, illus
tra ted  the superior moral and philosophi
cal grounds of a capita list society as well 
as the dangers it faced from w ithin and 
without. For this reason, Atlas is consid
ered the m ost involved and explicit illus
tra tion  of her personal philosophy and 
view on life.

I t’s no wonder then th a t this work of 
fiction reads more like an apocalyptic 
warning from a conservative think-tank . 
To say th a t  th is  novel sim ply asserts 
Rand’s unique philosophy is an under
statem ent. Much of the dialogue between 
the industrialists and the  ‘looters’ is less 
than  subtle and certain  to  raise many a 
reader’s indignation. In fact, the  conflict is 
pu t forward so obviously a t tim es th a t the 
reader s ta rts  to wonder if the  sim plifica
tions are  indeed an  insult to one’s intel
lect. Nonetheless, A tlas’saving grace is the 
character development of those caught in 
the middle of these opposing factions. 
These sub-plots include a woman rail 
executive who struggles w ith her precon
ceptions of greatness; a m an who is 
resigned to the reality  of the  world around 
him, b u t cannot give up the railroad th at 
represents the  potential of those who have 
abandoned him; an inventor who is capa
ble of greatness in the workplace, yet 
accepts hum iliation and shame in his per
sonal life; and a naive young woman who 
values her independence b u t is m isled by 
those around her. These characters keep 
the reader intrigued despite forty-page 
monologues, boring descriptions of indus
tria l landscapes, and an overall plot th a t is 
be tte r suited to a political essay.

Overall this is not a book to be taken 
lightly. For those of us a ttem pting  to 
escape the grim  world of politics and eco
nomics, i t  is certainly not a welcome 
retreat. Yet for those who are seeking an 
intellectual pursuit, and  an understanding 
of the philosophy th a t gained Rand fame, 
th is  is a suitable, albeit long-w inded, 
guide. In the  end, the reader will be left
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A C o n fed e racy  of Dunces 
John  K ennedy  Toole

T his book should be issued to 
every university student on the 
planet, along w ith the free con

doms and nightclub flyers. Then every 
s tu d en t w ould have the  guide of 
Ignatius J. Reilly to follow. Are you 
doing something worthwhile w ith your 
education and your opportunities? Or 
are  you throw ing them  away, because 
you’re too w rapped up  in your own 
pretension? Ignatius is the  very per
sonification of pretension, an ugly, 
bloated bore. The cast of characters 
whom he happens upon on his adven
tu re s  th roughou t New O rleans are 
hilariously captured, and each strand  
of the book ties together perfectly. 
J o h n  K en n ed y  T o o le ,  who com
m itted suicide shortly afte r failing to 
find a publisher for th is  book, has 
crafted  one of Am erica’s finest ever 
comic novels, and one which went on 
to w in him  a posthum ous Pulitzer 
Prize for L iterature  afte r his m other 
finally succeeded in pushing i t  into 
print.

THE MOUSETRAP
A fter a solid 54 years a t  the West End 

and  a jaw -dropping 2 0 ,0 0 0  per
form ances, w h a t m akes The 

M ousetrap the w orld’s longest running 
stage production? Like scurrying mice, 
why are  we still d raw n to the cheese a t the 
centre of this Agatha Christie whodunit? 
Perhaps, I would suggest, the  crowds con
tinue to flock to S t M artin’s Theatre to  cel
ebrate the idea of the play ra th e r than  the 
p lay itself.

The genre of m urder m ysteries has 
been tried  and tested  in alm ost every 
m edium -  books, films, television and the
atre, popularized in the  m id-2 0 th  century 
by legends such as film d irector Alfred 
H itchcock and novelist-cum -playw right 
Agatha Christie (ranked by UNESCO as 
the  most widely read British author, with 
even Shakespeare coming in  second!). 
Upon its opening on the London stage on 
25 Novem ber 1952, The M ousetrap 
received rave reviews from the press, c rit
ics swearing th a t they were left guessing 
who the  m urderer w as right up to  the  last 
m inute and reeling from surprise a t  the 
riveting clim ax of the play. B ut do m odem  
audiences, having grown up in a genera
tion of suspense films and to whom the 
genre is anything b u t avant garde, experi
ence th a t sim ilar transcendental effect? 
Perhaps not.

Yet there are plenty of good things to 
say about this production. I t takes a per
fectly ordinary situation, a group of trav 
elers staying a t a small lodge in w intry 
England, and weaves a m asterful plot of 
suspense involving a hom icidal serial 
killer, three victims and an authoritative 
police inspector. The sheer believability of 
the circumstances confronted by the char
acters draw s one deeply into the plot and 
before one is aware, Christie’s tapestry  of 
interlocking stories and intense scenes 
have reached their chilling and dram atic 
climax.

The cast as a whole is commendable 
b u t one cannot help b u t lam ent the patchy 
s tandard  of acting atta ined  by the  male 
lead - the energetic and  com m anding

police officer, Detective Trotter. S ir  
Richard Attenborough, who cut his teeth 
on the role in the original production, 
rem ains a stage legend the modern actors 
are unable to surpass and the  rendering of 
Trotter is uneven, a t best. Amongst the 
other characters, Mr Paravicini, an enig
m atic foreigner w ith dubious motives, and 
Miss Casewell, a  seemingly tough m annish 
woman m asking a fragile girl, stand  out 
from the general medicority and deliver 
com petent performances with little  fuss.

A fter m ore th an  ha lf a century, 
Christie’s scrip t has to be applauded for 
containing a fa ir share of laughs and some 
m em orable lines. The chilling  refrain  
“three blind m ice” still evokes a feeling of 
unease am ongst the audience and the 
antics of campy Christopher Wren and 
grouchy Mrs Boyle continue to send one 
into fits and s ta rts  of laughter. And yes, we 
cannot deny, the clim ax does make for 
very good thea tre  indeed, fifty-odd years 
later.

D irector Peter Byrne continues the 
fine English stage trad ition  of by the use 
of deft comic tim ing and delightful d ra 
m atic irony, m aking the p lo t flow smooth
ly and keeping the audience constantly 
en terta ined . Indeed, The M ousetrap 
rem ains a perfect exam ple of English the
a tre  as it should be and for this reason 
alone, should continue to receive its legion 
of eager theatergoers for m any years to 
come. Go i t  see and  become a p art of the
atre  history!
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W i c k e d
I ’ll be honest - I was excited when I 

found out I was going to Wicked. 
D on’t judge me yet: I ’m culturally  

snobbish just like the next person, and 
m usicals usually come in p retty  darn low 
in my esteem. All th a t singing, dancing, 
and glitter: I can never tell if I ’m jealous 
of the perform ers or irrita ted  by them ... 
N evertheless, I was excited  about 
Wicked. Maybe it had something to do 
w ith the fact th at it s tars Adam Garcia, 
better known to the  fem ale population 
as ‘the fit one’ from Coyote Ugly. Or 
maybe it was the 
plot th at sounded 
i n t r i g u i n g l y  
b iza rre  and just 
plain silly, even by 
m usical th ea tre  
standards...

The musical is 
based on the prem 
ise th at the Wicked 
Witch of the West 
from the W izard of r  
Oz is actually not 
wicked but in fact 
E lphaba, a m isun
derstood social 
outcast reviled as a 
school girl for her
green skin, but later a passionate anim al 
rights activist whose reputation is spun 
out of conti'ol by the press secretary of 
the corrupt governm ent of Oz. I ’m not 
denying it, i t ’s lame, as is the  cringe wor
thy and blatan tly  unlikely bit. where 
G alinda, ( th e ‘popular’girl who will later 
become Glinda the  Good Witch) and 
Elphaba make friends against all the 
odds and despite significant loathing on 
both sides. Followed by a makeover. Ugh. 
One m ustn’t forget the painful scene 
where Fiyero (Garcia), the  love interest, 
sings an  alm ost entirely pointless and

loathsome song about ‘Dancing Through 
Life’ and how i t’s b e tte r than , like, caring 
about im portant stuff, and how, like, 
being shallow kicks ass. It also serves to 
prove finally once and for all th at every 
m an in musical theatre  including, alas, 
Adam Garcia, m ust be gay in some place 
inside himself.

Despite all this, I really enjoyed it. I 
cared about the  characters and  w hat 
happened to them, I was hum ming along 
to the m elodies and it may have been two 
wasted hours of my life, bu t I somehow 

d idn’t  mind. Wicked 
m ight be flawed, 
b ut i t  does its job 
well, b e tte r  than  
m ost m usicals I ’ve 
seen recently.
Wicked, for a ll its 
silly p lot and cheesy 
lines, is a fresh and 
unusual story,
w hich su its  the 
inherently frivolous 
n a tu re  of m usical 
theatre . M usicals 
are  about emotions. 
Over the top, set to 
m usic, dressed  in 
sequins, b u t em o

tions nonetheless, and Wicked m anages 
to touch and to charm w ithout m aking 
you feel (too) stupid  for caring. This is in 
no small p art due to the charism a of the 
stars, especially Idina Menzel, who plays 
E lphaba superbly, and m anages to skim 
lightly over her cheesier lines and num 
bers, while lighting up the stage with her 
big pieces like a true Broadway star.

In short, Wicked may not be art, it 
may not even be good, b u t if i t ’s a West 
End m usical you w ant, you could do a lot 
worse than  this.

m o lly tu ck er
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Across
7. Nearly (6 )
8 . Donkey noise (3-3)
9. Sides of a doorway (4)
10. K ept for a purpose, booked (8 )
11. Completely, absolutely (7)
13. O ak’s n u t (5)
15. D ram atic singing? (5)
16. Sharp  rebu ttal (7)
18. Dangerous zones, potshots (anag.) (3, 5)
19. Rise (4)
21. Skin inflam m ation (6 )
22. Insanity  (6 )

Down
1.Claim, appeal (4)
2. Betrayed, deceived (6-7)
3. D isturb, ag itate (6 )
4. Stage (of development) (5)
5. S tre tch  for pedestrians (5, 8 )
6 . e.g. beaver (5, 3)
12. Best (8 )
14. Sm all pastry  (7)
17. Colourful aquatic  skeleton (5) 
20. Curved passageway, chief (4)

7 5 4 3
2 8

6 1 3 5
3 9 8 L

2
4 1 7
8 4 6 7

8 5
3 1 9 8

5 1 2 8
7 4 9

7 8 2 6 5
9 7 6 2
4 7 8 9

9 8 4 2
9 8 3 5 . 1
5 7 J 1 f | 1

6 3 9 7
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Boys and girls, th a t  foam p arty  was gorgeously 
soapy w asn’t  it?! All th a t young fresh skin 
around the dance floor m ade me envy you all. 
M ind you, M r Shaw is a fan of the  w rinkles -  
you learn to m ake use of w hat you have as you 
get older. Ooh, how exciting!
You’ve all been ever so kind w ith your emails, 
pokes and m essages. If you are  a  spiffingly gor
geous lad  o r lass, please do a ttach  your photo
graph  to your emails so I can be pleasured 
w hilst replying to your tantrum s. In  the m ean
time, young ‘uns, here are  some m ore tissues 
and issues for the week. We’ve got brave souls, 
desperate measures, last resorts and of course, 
as always, deadly debauchery. Enjoy my lust 
filled lampooners!

D ear A untie

Can you p r in t th is  is nex t w eek’s Beaver? I  am 
a 2nd Year IR student. I  w ould like to  send a 
message to  the  g irl in  the  LL278 lecture. We 
m et on Tuesday and sa t nex t to  each other 
again  by pure  coincidence on Thursday. We 
really  h it i t  off b u t I d idn’t  get h e r nam e or 
num ber. I ’ve now changed course so I may 
never see h e r again. We talked  about how we 
b o th  bought the  same lunch  from  the  Q uad on 
Tuesday. She w ill know who she is. Tell her to 
find  me so I  can finally take  her out for th a t 
second panini. Thank you Auntie!

Nam e W ithheld

Oh you brave boy! I had to p rin t th is  lovely 
quest of love as soon as I read it. Young lady, 
whoever you are, bless this m an w ith your 
company. If you don’t, may I? Please do keep 
Auntie posted on how the panini tasted!

Bite into th a t chilli sausage 
Auntie Shaw xoxo

D ear Auntie

The lib ra ry  is so FUCKING busy. Why does 
the LSE insist on a  higher in take every year?! 
I ’ve spent a week searching fo r HM2750 S41 
and  all the  lib ra ry  has provided me w ith  this 
year is queues, fu ll com puter areas and a 
severe lack  of set texts. Also, why are  there  so 
m any students loitering around  the  en trance of 
the  course collection -  get your cards ready 
BEFORE you w alk  though the turnstile. On 
top of a ll this, I got a  severe electric shock from  
the  sp iral b an iste r this week. I hate  them  all!

Nam e W ithheld 
B itte r 3 rd  Year

My my, I could feel your anger lash out and me 
from the screen. You need a  trip  to  my dear old 
friends a t  S t Philips. They offer some incredi
ble s tuden t massages and  a  certain  medic in 
the  Y building gives you m ore than  you b a r
gained for. Ooh! To get over your lib rary  ran ti
ng, why not tu rn  your library  visits into a fun 
activity? Eye flirting always works for me, a  bit 
of a saucy glance here and there  may end up 
w ith a lot more th an  a massage. Failing that, 
lu rk  behind the d a rk  shelves and trick  or trea t 
your fellow academics. T ha t w ill teach them  to 
get in your way!

Boo!
Auntie Shaw 

D ear A untie

The shoeboxes we get given in  halls  are  so 
b land  and uninspiring. I need a  cheap and  easy 
way to  brighten  up  my room w ithout a trip  to 
H ab ita t or Ikea. Advice?

Carrs Saunders

Ooh a l ittle  changing rooms role-play! I always 
find anything furry goes down well. W hen in 
doubt, m ake use of old cutlery held against a 
lam p to create effective lighting. For soft cur
vaceous tones, use the back of spoon to create 
an arch across your room. For those ra th er 
harsh  nights, a mini disco if you like, use a 
fork. Your friends and foes w ill be in  awe a t  the 
trend  you radiate. You will be the ta lk  of the 
town child! Food th a t  solidifies onto ceilings or 
walls can tu rn  into beautifu l m odern abstract 
art.

Check the  expiry date 
Auntie Shaw xoxo

D ear Auntie

I am  braved  the AU Rugby in itia tion  r itu a l this 
year. I no longer have a  liver, my anus is sore 
and  my g irlfriend has not spoken to  m e since 
certa in  photos w ere released on Facebook of 
me engaged in  activ ity  w ith other w omen (and 
men) w hich w as not entirely  kosher. Can I get 
my life back?

2nd Year
History and  In ternational R elations

Ah there’s always one th is  tim e every year. You 
have a few options deares t a th le te , (a) 
Succumb to your fellow lads. I t w ill take  a b it 
of getting  used to  b u t you w ill soon s ta rt enjoy
ing the pleasures of the scrum  half (b) Deny 
everything (c) Swing both ways and  em brace 
your gift. To be honest ladette, you knew w hat 
you we’re  getting  into. As a further warning, 
the Barrel may be cancelled this year b u t I ’m 
certain  the ‘m ixed grill’ w ill tu rn  up a t  and  AU 
romp party  before Christmas.

Lubricate generously 
Auntie Shaw xoxo

D ear Auntie

I m ade a b it of a mess a t  the  m ost recent 
careers fa ir I  w ent to, literally. T aking advan
tage of free alcohol on am  em pty stom ach w as
n ’t  the  best idea. My fu ture  employers thought 
I  was booked enterta inm ent fo r the  n ight 
ra th e r  th an  a potential candidate. W hat do I 
do?
Desperate
3rd  Year, A ctuarial Science

Oh dear, the m ilkrounds aren’t  going well, 
hmm? P u t a spin on things, lad, and look out 
for the  positives. A t least they w ill rem em ber 
you and they will know th a t you know how to 
have a good time. Use your fla ir for a p arty  as 
an outstanding quality  not many fellow ac tu 
aries possess

Boogie w ith those figures 
Auntie Shaw xoxo

If you w ant to share (or scare) me w ith  you 
problems, ran ts and general nonsense, please 
do get in touch a t thebeaver.partb@ lse.ac.uk or 
through Auntie Shaw on Facebook. As explicit 
and long as you want; the  ju icier the be tte r - 
let's push those editorial boundaries to  their 
limits! You are guaranteed  to  rem ain complete
ly anonymous and  if you send me chocolate, I'll 
be an  extremely delighted Auntie Shaw. Until 
next week my b izarre boys, g irls and transgen
der dahlings!

Ever your Auntie
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ng, gifted and black
is not seduced by the young 

pretender to Tony’s crown

th ings. Yes, of course w e all 
w an t a b e tte r  B rita in , b u t 
w h a t does th a t  ac tu a lly  
m ean to  him  an d  how  w ould 
he do tha t: I ’m n o t su re D ave 
qu ite  know s th a t him self, he 
ta lk s  abou t com m itm ent and  
m arriage b u t how  m uch has 
he com m itted to  any th ing  ; 
cough during  his speech and 
you w ould have m issed the 
only  m orse l of po licy  on 
offer.

W here he does excel is in 
m ak ing  h im se lf a p p e a l to

th e  m ajo rity : h is  job  as' 
Conservative leader is a PR 
show  job. And I ’m n o t only 
ta lk ing  ab o u t w ebcam s or 
push-bikes, o r com m ission
ing  a new  p a rty  sym bol 
p re tty  b u t to ta lly  m eaning
less. H e seem s to  have 
igno red  th e  fa c t he is 
Conservative leader an d  is 
on a m ission to  seduce the 
m idd le ground  by m aking 
carefully  crafted  statem ents 
ab o u t p o pu la r issues, aided 
by his closest advisor S teven 
H ilton; w ho has to  be com
m ended for his m arketing. 
B u t does D ave really  believe 
w h a t he is saying, an d  will 
he abandon  it all once elect
ed? H is p a r ty  ce rta in ly  
th in k  he will. I t w as rep o rt
ed  in  th e  new s recently  tha t 
Shadow  Trade and  Industry  
Secretary  A lan  D uncan said 
n o t to  take  seriously D ave’s 
a n ti-b u s in e ss  stance .
Clearly then , even if D ave is 
genuine in  w hat he says his 
cab inet does n o t follow suit.

The B ritish  pub lic  and 
ind eed  th e  C onservative 
P a rty  have a lo t to  lose 
e ith e r way. If  D ave truly 
does believe in  his populist 
rhe to ric  it w ill dam age po li
tics. The space for choice and 
accoun tab ility  in  po litics is 
d im in ish ing  as  a ll p a rtie s  
clam ber for th e  m iddle, le t
ting  th e ir  p o litica l princ ip les 
pass them  by. D ave says he 
w an ts to  be a PM, n o t a 
P resident, b u t a ll th e  spin 
an d  m edia o rien ta tion  su r
round ing  h im  leaves one to 
question  the  role of th e  party  
in  his journey  to  power. If 
D ave represen ts th e  fu tu re 
of politic s  then  the  fu tu re  is 
n e ith e r b rig h t no r orange, 
b u t probab ly  Brown. ■

ference?
sive party  based  upon com
passionate conservatism .

Mr. O bam a, as a fresh
m an senator, has n o t yet had  
the  opportun ity  to  lay o u t a 
g rand  vision fo r the  fu tu re  of 
the  D em o cra tic  Party. 
However, one can  see in  his 
speeches th e  m akings of a 
centrist. H e speaks com fort
ably and  confidently  of the 
im p o rtan ce  of h is  fa ith . 
M ost D em ocrats d rop  reli
gious references in  an  a ll too 
conspicuous an d  patron ising  
manner. More generally, Mr. 
Obama is n o t an  ideologue 
and he exh ib its  a w illingness 
to  w ork across th e  aisle, a 
q u a lity  becom ing  a ll too 
uncom m on in  A m erica’s cli
m ate of po litical po la risa
tion. He adheres to a libera l 
line th a t is based  on to ler
ance, socia l ju s tic e  and  
ex p an d in g  oppo rtu n ity , a 
so rt of com passionate liber
alism.

B ut perhaps  th e  g reatest 
s im ilarity  betw een these tw o 
m en is the  constan t stream  
of critic ism  they  have had  to  
endu re  as th e ir  respective 
p a r tie s ’ golden  boys. The 
charge is always the  same: 
“all style and  no substance .” 
Each m an’s reticence on con
crete policy p roscrip tions is 
due in  p a r t to a stra tegy  of 
no t revealing too m uch of 
th e ir  hand. Mr. C am eron is

avoiding specifics in  order 
avoid  p reem p tive  a tta c k s  
from  L abou r w ell before the 
n ex t genera l election. He is 
laying out an  en ticing  gov
ern ing  philosophy in  o rder 
to  ge t people in terested . Mr. 
O bam a m ust n o t look as 
th ough  he is sh irk in g  his 
responsib ilities in  th e  S enate 
by g ra n d s ta n d in g  on th e  
k in d  of issues th a t a re  likely 
to  com e up  in  th e  n ex t p resi
d en tia l cam paign . H e is 
engaged in  the  tra d itio n a l 
p res iden tia l s trip tease  w hich 
involves tr ip s  to  Iowa and 
genera lly  being  coy ab o u t 
h is  in ten tions.

Of course, th e  la ck  of 
su b stan ce  is also  d irec tly  
linked  to  each m a n ’s inexpe
rience. There are  benefits  to 
b e ing  a  so -ca lled  “em pty  
su it.” E lected  officials w ith  
long tra ck  records o ften  get 
in to  tro u b le  fo r o ld  votes 
w hen they  try  to  cap tu re  a 
h igher post. U nited  S ta tes  
S enato rs have h ad  p a rticu la r 
tro u b le  w ith  th is  reality . 
A dditionally , p o litic s  a re  
becom ing increasingly  per
sonality  based. A charism at
ic leader, even one sho rt on 
ideas, th a t appeals  to a w ide 
base of voters is ce rtain ly  a 
boon to  any po litical party. 
John K erry is th e  qu in tes
sen tia l exam ple of the  d an 
ger of having  a presiden tia l

cand idate  w ith  a  long voting 
record  and  no personality.

However, an  em pty  su it is 
also a huge liability. Voters 
are  only im pressed by smoke 
an d  m irro rs fo r so long. A 
party  leader o r p res iden tia l 
c a n d id a te  b e re f t of su b 
stance w ho faces an  expe ri
enced heavyw eight such as 
G ordon  B row n o r John 
M cCain m ay find  them selves 
in  over th e ir  heads. B u t th a t 
is a long te rm  consideration. 
Mr. Cam eron and  Mr. Obam a 
w ill see the  w orst of it  before 
they  get anyw here n ea r a 
genera l election. The tru e  
challenge fo r these fledgling 
leaders w ill be to  escape the  
process of p la tfo rm  form a
tion  in  Mr. Cam eron’s case 
and  the  D em ocratic p rim ar
ies in  Mr. O bam a’s case.

Mr. Cam eron m ay have 
p rev en ted  th e  2006 
C onservative C onference 
from  d is in te g ra tin g  in to  
w arfare  over ta x  cuts, for
eign policy  an d  education  
b u t he m ay n o t be ab le  to so 
in  fu tu re . As the  n ex t gener
a l e lection  loom s, th e  voices 
of d issen t m ay becom e 
em boldened , th ro w in g  Mr. 
C am eron ’s le ad e rsh ip  in to  
q u es tio n  a n d  m ak in g  the  
Tories look like a  bunch  of 
m ean old m en a ll over again.

T he 2008 D em ocra tic  
prim aries w ill be a crow ded

field. Mr. O bam a, shou ld  he 
run , w ill have to  fend off 
challenges from  an  im posing 
lis t of possib le  contenders 
such as H ilary  C linton, A1 
G ore, Jo h n  K erry  an d  
S en a to r  Joe B iden  of 
D elaw are as w ell as a host of 
o th e r less w ell know n hope
fuls. He risks being sub jec t
ed  to  th e  sam e tre a tm en t 
th a t w as used  to d ism antle 
John  E dw ards’ p res iden tia l 
c am paign  in  2004. Mr. 
E dw ards, like Mr. O bam a, 
w as a one te rm  senato r from  
N o rth  C aro lina  w ith  a 
telegenic sm ile and  a moving 
stum p speech en titled  “The 
Two A m ericas” th a t  d e a lt 
w ith  econom ic inequality.

B u t th e  m ost im portan t 
questions a re  these: A re the 
optim ism  an d  revolu tionary  
zeal th a t these m en exude 
contagious? Will th e ir  mes
sage ever be b igger th a n  ju s t 
one m an? A re the  
C onservatives and
D em ocrats ready and  w illing 
to  undertake  deep s tru c tu ra l 
an d  p h ilo soph ica l change? 
O r a re  Mr. Cam eron and  Mr. 
O bam a merely being used  as 
sp it an d  polish? Do they 
rep resen t no th ing  m ore than  
a  fresh  face on a langu ish ing  
party , o r w indow  dressing  
m asquerad ing  as reform ? ■

T his has been an  im por
ta n t  w eek fo r the  
C onservative Party. 

The party  conference is an 
o p p o rtu n ity  to  ra lly  the  
troops beh ind  a clear vision 
and  seduce the  m edia in to  
th in k in g  th a t th is  tim e you 
really  m ean business. A b it 
of a d isappo in tm en t then. 
The fac t of the  m a tte r  is for 
anyone n o t charm ed by his 
good looks (and I though t it  
w as funny w hen they  said  
Tony B la ir w as a looker)- 
D avid Cam eron has offered 
very little  th a t ’s new.

The key areas of concern 
set o u t by D ave inc luded 
support fo r single sex m ar
riages, the  N HS, in terven
tio n  in  I ra q  and  
A fghanistan , tough  on crime 
an d  th e  causes of crim e 
(sound fam iliar?) and  the  
env ironm en t. For those 
m em bers of th e  aud ience  
w ho w ere n o t asleep th is  is 
n o t w ha t you expect from  
leader of the  Conservative 
Party. D ave peddled  tra d i
tional Tory concerns such as 
im m ig ra tio n , ta x  and  
E urope and  jibed  a t some of 
th e  sen io r fossils. H ow  
m uch of w h a t he said  tru ly  
reflec ts  C onservative con
cerns an d  how  m uch is p op 
u lis t appeal?

I t is ha rd  to  subdue two 
suspicions: the  f irs t being 
D ave is Tony’s num ber one 
fan. The second is th a t D ave 
is an  u n tru s tw o rth y  PR 
savvy. If one or bo th  of these 
a re  tru e  then  the  electora te 
and  the  Tories w ill lose out. 
To take  th e  first, D ave’s con
cerns and  opinions on issues 
a re  a lm o st id e n tic a l to  
B la ir’s. Indeed m any p o liti
cal pun d its  w ere quick  to 
p o in t o u t th a t his speech on 
W ednesday m ight as easily 
have come from  Blair. Was 
h is red  tie  a  resu lt of confu
sion? The em phasis on fam 
ily an d  m arriag e  an d  his 
concerns over society and  
the  N H S do n o t look like 
Tory policy. P erhaps I am 
m istaken  b u t the  ‘p a rty  a t 
p rayer’ em brace single sex 
m arriage? I som ehow  doubt 
it. The Conservative P arty  is 
faced  w ith  a d ilem m a -  
abandon  a ll previously held 
beliefs and  get e lected  -  or 
re jec t M r ‘I’ll say w h a t the  
pub lic  w an t to  h e a r” and  
face the  w ilderness again.

Secondly, D ave is n o t to  
be trusted ; n o t by his pa rty  
o r by the  electorate. W hat 
D ave says is crafted  beau ti
fully. Even th e  m ost a rden t 
C onservative c r itic  canno t 
d isagree w ith  th e  need to  be 
concerned abou t the  envi
ronm ent, b e t te r  ed uca tion  
and  a b e tte r  NHS. Indeed 
his suppo rt of sam e sex m ar
riages is com m endable. B u t 
m ost of w h a t he sa id  m issed 
w h a t we w an t to  h ea r m ost -  
how  is he going to  change



12 iBeaver 10 October 2006

A troubled future in Thailand
Yee To Wong analyses the effects of the Thailand coup on Southeast Asia

I n a ra th e r  d ram atic  fashion, 
the  m ilita ry  le aders  of 
T ha iland staged a bloodless 

coup to  oust th e  popu la rly  elected 
p rim e  m in ister, T haksin  
Sh inaw atra, la s t m onth. W hile the 
shock waves s tirred  by im ages of 
tanks  being ro lled  onto  the  stree ts 
of cen tra l Bangkok have still not 
subsided, the re  are  real grounds 
for w orries abou t the  uncertain ty  
and  in s tab ility  unleashed  by th is 
shocking episode. The po ten tia l 
repercussions  w ould  rock  n o t 
only Thailand , w hich  once b oast
ed itse lf as one of the  reg ion’s 
m ost solid  dem ocracies, b u t its 
neighbours and  fellow  m em bers 
in  the  A ssociation of S ou theast 
A sian N ations (ASEAN) as well.

The po litical fu tu re  of post
coup T h a ila n d  is n o t w ith o u t 
prom ising signs: the  change of 
governm ent has been w elcomed 
by m any Thais w ho saw  T haksin 
as  c o rru p t an d  au to c ra tic . In  
addition , the  appo in tm ent of the 
w ell-resp ec ted  ex -a rm y  chief 
S urayud C hulanont as the  coun
try ’s new  prim e m in ister reflects 
some degree of po litical savvy on 
the  p a r t of the  m ilita ry  jun ta . The 
arm y leaders have even agreed to  
ta lk s  w ith  Islam ic rebels in  the 
co u n try ’s sou th . Som e have 
argued th a t the coup may have 
been the  m ost dem ocratic event 
in  T ha iland  since T haksin  took 
office five years ago. V eenarat 
L ao h ap ak ak u l, a com m en ta to r 
for Thai new spaper The N ation,

c
M

Although an  interim  
‘civilian’ prim e m inister 

has. been chosen the 
ju n ta  will m ost probably1 

continue to  ‘assist’ the 
new governm ent in 

ruling the country?

argues; “W hat is a dem ocracy 
w hen its  leader is ac tually  a des
pot in disguise? And w ha t is a 
m ilita ry  coup if th e  m ilita ry  
pledges its  allegiance to  dem ocra
cy?” The B angkok  P ost also 
dubbed the  coup “a  step  back  so 
as to  move forw ard.”

However, h isto ry  could easily 
rep e a t itse lf. T h a ila n d  is no 
s trange r to  coups: the re  have been 
18 of them  in  the  p a s t 72 years. 
The la st one in  1991 w as in itia lly  
po pu la r for overthrow ing a  gov
ernm ent w idely perceived as co r
ru p t, b u t  pu b lic  op in ion  soon 
becam e unfavourable as the  arm y 
clung to  power. M any political 
an a ly s ts  a re  concerned  th a t

clearly  s ta ted  any sudden change 
of governm ent w ould be d e tri
m enta l fo r the  o rganisa tion  as a 
whole. A SEAN has been active in 
p rom o ting  hum an  rig h ts, the  
establishm ent of civil society and

G enera l S on th i B oonyara tg lin , 
the  arm y chief and  jun ta  leader, 
may find  it h a rd  to  give up  pow er 
o r restore dem ocracy so quickly.
A lthough  an  in te r im  ‘c iv ilian ’ 
prim e m in ister has been chosen, 
the  jun ta  w ill m ost probably  con
tin u e  to ‘ass is t’ the new  govern
m ent in  ru ling  the  country. Even 
if the  generals le t the  cab inet do 
its job w ith o u t in terfering , they 
w ill still have a strong h and  in  
choosing a body to  d ra f t a new 
constitution.

The reaction  of m any foreign 
governm ents and  h um an-righ ts  
bodies to  the coup has so fa r  been 
negative. The U n ited  N a tio n s’ 
h u m an  r ig h ts  chief, Louise 
A rbour, condem ned th e  ju n ta ’s 
restric tions on free speech and 
freedom  of assembly. The U nited  
S ta tes has suspended $24 million 
in m ilitary  a id  and  is considering 
fu rth e r sanctions if civil rights 
are n o t sw iftly  restored . The Thai 
economy could suffer a fu rth e r hit 
afte r  the  2004 tsunam i. The coup 
has perhaps  frozen ta lks of a p ro 
posed free-trade  pac t w ith  the 
US. In  addition , foreign com pa
nies are  likely to  rem ain  cautious 
an d  delay  investm en ts. D u tch  
b ank  ABN Amro said  it expected 
a p erio d  of u n c e rta in ty  in 
T ha iland  and  the  “u ltim a te  reso
lu tion  could come from  an  elec
tion .”

Many countries in  A sia have 
gone a long way to  escape the 
h a u n tin g  legacy of m ilita ry

Factfile. Thailand „ Siam was the country's official name until 11 May 1949.
■ The word Thai means "freedom" in the Thai language
■ A revolution took place in 1932, this was mostly bloodless but led 

to the creation of a constitutional monarchy.

■ In 2004 a tsunami left an estimated 8,212 dead, 8,457 injured, 
2,817 missing and 7,000 displaced.

au thorita rian ism , the  Thai m ili
ta ry  coup could po tentia lly  have a 
r ip p le  effec t ac ross A sia and  
plunge the  region back into the 
d a rk  ages. In  fac t, m any of 
T h a ila n d ’s ne ig h b o u rs  have 
expressed th e ir  genuine concern. 
Prim e M inister A bdullah  Badawi 
of M alaysia appeared  shocked a t 
the  sudden and  unexpected  crash 
of dem ocracy  in  neighbou ring  
Thailand: “This way of changing 
governm ent does n o t go dow n 
w ell -  an  election  is a b e tte r  
proposition.” The Indonesian  for
eign m inistry  also expressed its 
concern in  a s ta tem ent em phasis
ing the  p rincip les of democracy, 
as being an  im portan t elem ent of 
the  ASEAN community.

M ore profoundly, the  m ilitary  
coup has set a dangerous prece
den t not only fo r T ha iland b u t for 
the w hole region. The Philippines 
is a good exam ple; plagued by 
repeated  coup th rea ts  and  coup 
attem pts, th e  governm ent has to 
constantly  m anoeuvre to  appease 
the  generals. Back in  February, 
P re s id en t G loria  A rroyo had  
declared an  em ergency ru le  fol
low ing an  alleged th re a t to  over
throw  her. A nalysts have forecast
ed a tum ultuous tim e ahead  of 
M rs Arroyo u n til th e  end of her 
presidency in  2010 am id restive 
arm ed forces.

The coup in  T hailand  indeed 
represents a significant setback 
fo r the  region. Ong Keng Yong, the 
secretary-genera l of A SEAN has

The change of 
governm ent has been 

welcomed by m any 
Thais who saw Thaksin 

as corrupt and 
autocratic

th e  consolidation of dem ocratic 
practices. In  fact, T ha iland has 
led  the  group in  tak ing  its tough
est s tance yet against the  m ilitary  
ju n ta  in  M yanmar, how ever the 
coup has taken  so m any people by 
su rprise  th a t M yanmar, once the 
ta rg e t of in ternational pressure, is

tem p o rarily  off th e  hook. 
M eanw hile, th e  in s ta b ili ty  in  
Thailand m ight sp ill over th e  bor
ders. C am bodia’s leader H un  Sen, 
ahead  of his offic ial v is it to  
A ustralia  nex t week, has w arned  
in advance against any a ttem p t to 
stage a coup to topple him  during  
his absence. The Thai coup has 
sparked fear am ong the  reg ion’s 
o the r players th a t m ilita ry  in te r
vention in  civilian po litics may 
become an  unstoppable trend.

S ou theast Asia, being  p laced  
betw een C hina an d  Ind ia ; the  
region’s tw o em erging superpow 
ers is s trategica lly  im portan t in  
the  global political landscape. In 
the  context of the  ongoing W ar on 
Terror, ASEAN m em ber states, 
w ith  th e ir  s ig n ifican t M uslim  
popu la tio n s , in c reas ing ly  find  
them selves faced  w ith  serious 
challenges, including the  rise of 
te rrorism  and religious ex trem 
ism. If the  in s tab ility  instigated  
by the  coup cannot be contained, 
chaos w ill m ost certain ly  ensue. 
B ut nobody can  pred ic t the  fu tu re  
and  the  coup may even do good in  
the  long ru n  by rectify ing  a defec
tive democracy. N evertheless, the  
m ilitary  w ill have to  deliver its 
prom ise fairly  quickly an d  sys
tem atically  -  or it  risks losing n o t 
only the  tru s t of the  Thai people, 
b u t the  s tab ility  and  pro sperity  of 
the  whole region.®
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Inside the world of Al-Jazeera
Features Editor Fatima Manji speaks to  Yosri Fouda, Chief Investigative Correspondent for the Al-Jazeera network

F rom  D ay O ne A l-Jazee ra  
w as co n tro v ersia l,” Yosri 
Fouda boldly declares to  an  

audience of alm ost 500 jo u rna l
ists, academ ics an d  s tuden ts  here 
a t  the  LSE. Fouda appears to  be 
p roud  of th is  fac t and  th is  is c lear 
from  his  sm iling  face, as he m akes 
such  a s ta tem e n t. As C hief 
Investiga tive  C orresponden t, 
Fouda is now  presen ter of a p ro 
gram m e en title d  “Top S ecre t,” 
w hich is s im ilar in  sty le to  the 
BBC’s P anoram a. M ost famously, 
he spen t tw o days in  K arach i w ith  
th e  m aste rm in d s  beh in d  th e  
S ep tem ber 11th a ttack ; Ram zi 
B ina lsh ibh  and  K halid  Sheikh  
M ohamm ed.

W hen s tand ing  in  fron t of his 
audience, Fouda is confident and  
w itty , engaging  them  w ith  his 
argum ents and  persuasively m ak
ing  th e  case in  favour of A l-

£
“W hat happened in the 
beginning was nothing 
short of a revolution...I 

consider myself lucky to 
be part of this genera

tion of Arab journalists.”

Jazee ra ’s controversial ed ito ria l 
decisions. E ven w hen he is faced 
w ith  questions w hich  are  chal
lenging by any m easure, Fouda 
m ain ta ins com posed and  provides 
w ell-articu la ted  answ ers; “Does 
A l-Jazee ra  m ake th e  c lash  of 
civilisations m ore or less likely?” 
asks one audience member. In 
reply Fouda confidently  says; “I t ’s 
not p a r t of my job as a jou rna lis t 
to  challenge the  course of history, 
b u t to  rep o rt it.”

E gyp tian  by b irth , Fouda is 
now based  in  London. He jokes 
ab o u t his E gyp tian  background; 
noting  bo th  the  restrictive po liti
cal context of the  country  and  the 
stereotype of E gyptians as being 
funny by saying: “We like to  joke 
in Egypt, i t ’s  th e  only form  of 
p o litic a l p a r t ic ip a tio n  w e’re 
allow ed.” Fouda in itia lly  w orked 
fo r the  BBC’s A rabic subsid iary  
and  w as involved in  reporting  the 
conflict in  Bosnia toge ther w ith  
w ell-know n  B ritish  jo u rn a lis t 
M artin  Bell. Follow ing th e  d is
solving of the  BBC’s A rabic sub
sidiary, Fouda along w ith  m any 
o th e r fo rm er BBC rep o rte rs  
jo ined  th e  new ly  c rea ted  A l- 
Jazeera  in  1996. “W hat happened 
in  th e  beg in n in g  w as n o th in g  
short of a revolution,” says Fouda; 
describ ing  the  form ation  of the  
A l-Jazeera netw ork. H e speaks of 
how A l-Jazeera em barked  on a

p ro je c t w h ich  w as largely  
unpreceden ted  in  the  A rab  world; 
a n  electronic m edia netw ork  not 
d irectly  or indirectly  in  the  con
tro l of a p a rticu la r state . W ith 
p rid e , F ouda desc ribes  how
attem p ts  to in tim ida te  the  n e t
w ork, w ere unsuccessful. W hether 
i t  w as harassm en t and  arrests  of 
th e ir  jou rna lists , closing dow n of 
offices, sm earing  of the  netw ork ’s 
rep u ta tio n  by A rab regim es or the 
A m erican  governm ent; A l-
Jazeera persevered.

So w ith  A l-Jazee ra  now
approach ing  its  te n th  anniversary  
and  beginning  to  launch  a new  
E ng lish  channel; A l-Jazee ra  
in ternational,’ w ha t does Fouda 
feel has been achieved? He points 
o u t A l-Jazeera has always faced a 
m assive ta sk  in  a ttem p tin g  to  
p resen t h igh  q uality  program m es 
to  a m ass audience w hen 50% of 
its  ta rg e t p o p u la tio n  in  the  
M iddle E ast, are  illite ra te ; “How 
w ould  you even begin to  dem oc
ra tise  a people, w hen they  cannot 
read  and  w rite?” Fouda suggests 
having to deal w ith  th is  may have 
affec ted  th e  q u a lity  level and  
so p h is tic a tio n  of ce rta in  p ro 
gram m es, ca tering  fo r an  aud i
ence consisting of “everyone from  
th e  Yemeni B edou in  to  the  
H arvard  professor of Syrian o ri
g in ” is no easy task . Yet he sees Al- 
Jazeera as having a t  leas t partly  
achieved its aim  of education  on 
key issues such as politics, hum an 
rig h ts, vo ting  p rocedu re s  and  
freedom  of speech. H e sees the 
A rabic channel as having “in tro 
duced a little  b it of freedom ,” b u t 
acknow ledges the re  is a lo t more 
to  be done; “I t takes tim e to get 
people to  u n ders tand  the  concept 
of speaking  your m ind.” Concepts 
such as v iew ers ‘ca lling  in ’ to 
express th e ir  po litical views on a 
new s program m e, w ere previous
ly  alien  to  A rab  channels b u t Al- 
Jazeera has now  set a precedent 
and  o ther new s program m es in 
the  region have begun to' follow 
th e  tre n d  such  as riva l; ‘A l- 
A rabiya,’ set up in  2003.

A l-Jazeera’s record is “a big 
ach iev em en t” says F ouda, b u t 
“being ten  years old is a frigh ten
ing age ...you can  no longer afford 
to  m ake m istakes.” He speaks of 
how m any in  the  m edia w orld, 
w ere in itia lly  scep tica l as  to 
w hethe r A rabs w ould m ake good

“It takes time to get 
people to understand 

the concept of speaking 
your mind.”

jou rna lis ts  o r if such a channel

could  surv ive res is tan ce  from  
hostile states; w hen A l-Jazeera 
“defies every taboo.” Today, A l- 
Jazeera is know n in ternationally  
and  Fouda n a rra te s  his  recen t tr ip  
to France w here he saw  the  chan
nel being held in  h igh  regard  and 
com pared to  the  BBC and  CNN 
by an  upcom ing French m edia 
outlet. W ith the  launch  of the  ‘Al- 
Jazeera  In te rn a tio n a l,’ the  n e t
w ork is also likely to  grow in  bo th  
size an d  repu ta tion . Fouda adm its 
he p e rsona lly  fe lt lukew arm  
tow ards the  idea of an  in te rn a
tio n a l channel, believ ing  the  
resources could have been spent 
m ore effectively elsewhere, how 
ever he recognises i t  has a place 
in  the  niche m arket of an  ‘a lte r
n a tiv e ’ new s sou rce  fo r non - 
A rabic speakers. H e em phasises 
the  E nglish  version is to  be ed ito 
ria lly  independen t from  the  m ain  
channel, b u t says i t  is unlikely  to 
be “fundam entally  different to  the

A l-Jazee ra  A rab ic .” A g rea te r 
challenge now lies ahead  for Al- 
Jazeera; the  in te rn a tio n a l chan
nel w ill have to  appeal to  a w ider 
audience, th a n  ever before.

A nd w hat of a ll th e  criticism ? 
T he dec ision  of A l-Jazee ra  to  
b ro ad ca st A l-Q aeda tapes and  
thus  give p la tfo rm  to  the  likes of 
B in  L aden  has ce rta in ly  been 
controversial and  m any have seen 
th is  as  p e rp e tu a tin g  terro rism . 
Fouda says his personal reading  
of th e  s itua tion  is th a t th e  role of 
jou rna lis ts  is to  provide a ll the 
facts; “A l-Jazeera  is n o t abou t 
te lling  people w h a t to  th ink , we 
ju s t te ll them  w h a t happened and  
i t ’s up  to  them  to  m ake up the ir 
m inds.” He a lso  ca tego rica lly  
denies the  com m on m yth th a t Al- 
Jazeera has b roadcast beheadings 
on television and  poin ts  o u t the 
double standards  of th e  A m erican 
governm ent w ho on th e  one h and  
critic ise th e ir  broadcasting  of Bin

L aden  tapes, b u t also pressurised  
th e  ch an n e l to  show  g rap h ic  
im ages of S addam ’s sons a t  the 
tim e of the  Iraq  war, in  o rder to 
boost m orale and  prove th a t these 
indiv iduals w ere tru ly  dead.

Clearly, Fouda is concerned 
over the  h indrances facing jo u r
nalists, in  th is  day and  age; s ta t
ing  i t  has becom e difficu lt for 
journa lis ts  to  do th e ir  jobs w hen 
there  is a w ar w aged aga inst them  
in the  form  of ‘sp in-doctoring .’ 
B u t desp ite  a ll th e  conspiracy  
theories and  hostility  tow ards Al- 
Jazeera and  even tow ards Fouda 
h im self, he s till clearly  enjoys his 
w ork  an d  rem ain s  op tim is tic  
ab o u t th e  fu tu re ; “ I conside r 
m yself lucky to  be p a r t  of th is 
genera tion  of A rab  jo u rn a lis ts” 
an d  speaks w ith  p leasure a t  the 
p ro sp ec t of co n tin u in g  to  
“em pow er a people, w ho w ere not 
m ean t to  be em powered.”®
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A little less quick to judge SEX In The UniverCity

D o n ’t  H o ld  Y our B re a th  B o n n ie

I  h a te  sco rned  w om en. I c a n ’t  b e a r  
w om en w ho say, ‘Us g irls should  keep 
together, m en a re  all b a s ta rd s’. A ll th is 

sounds like i t  com es from  the  ‘rejected 
w om an’ w ho’s in  th e  p a s t been cringingly 
b lind  and  now  can’t  really  cope by herself 
b u t is le ft w ith  no choice.Yuck. H owever...

I w as lis ten in g  to  B onnie 'iy ie r’s 
‘H olding O ut For A H ero’ on the  bus on my 
w ay home, and  le tting  my m ind w ander 
back  to the  m ore p leasan t m om ents from  
Footloose the  M usical, in  w hich  the  song 
appeared , w hich  con tained  p len ty  of s tra p 
ping  m en arm oured  w ith  sixpacks and  
h a rd  h a ts . M m m m ... In  a d esp era te ly  
cheesy m om ent, head  lean t aga in st th e  ra in  
sp la ttered  window, I got to  th inking; are 
the re  really  any ac tu a l heroes? W hen w as I 
la st saved from  a bu rn ing  house, w hisked 
off my feet by a kn igh t in  shin ing  arm our, 
my p u rity  defended poetically  in fron t of 
the  UGM? Never. A dm ittedly, I ’ve never 
been  in  q u ite  th e  s itu a tio n  fo r such  
overblow n ro m an tic  sick -in d u c in g  ges
tures. N evertheless, I never ever hea r abou t 
them  and  w h a t’s m ore I rarely  h ea r any
th ing  nice abou t s tra ig h t m en, a t  least, not 
since p repubescent boys used to w rite  us 
love le tte rs  w ith  accom panying candy.

I’ve searched h ard  for one. L e t’s take 
B rad  P itt, th e  poster-boy over m ost girls 
bed; figh ting  hero in  Troy; rom antic  hero in  
Legends of the  Fall; boys’ hero in Fight 
Club. Turns out, P it t  is a  w ife cheating  bas
ta rd  w ho settles fo r slug-lipped  Jolie over 
a - litte -b it-o ld e r -a n d -n o t-q u ite -s o -g o o d -  
looking A niston. OK -  so the  above m en
tioned heroic feats  of P itt w ere scrip ted  -  
b u t w here else are we to look for our 
heroes? I don’t  w an t to  hea r ab o u t heroes 
of the  environm ent o r the  poor. A dm irable 
they  m ay be b u t I (read: sp o ilt and  
dem anding) w an t someone w illing  to, w ell 
not qu ite  w illing  to  lose th e ir  life/lim bs 
(we’re  only young still) fo r me, b u t m aybe 
sacrifice a little  b it  and  n o t be to ta l shits.

A nd m en can  be shits. To date, these are 
the  offences m en have caused me: m aking  
false prom ises a fte r  false prom ises, been 
selfish lovers, cheated  on me, used me to  
get back a t  exes, used me to invoke jealous
ly in  th e ir  ‘on a b reak ’ girlfriends, le t me 
unw itting ly  becom e the  ‘o th e r w om an’, 
sm ashed a beer bo ttle  over a fr ie n d ’s head  
fo r looking a t  me (note: th a t is n o t heroic in 
the  ‘I w as defending  your honour’ w ay -  i t ’s 
being lucky to  be 6’6 an d  shit), and  tu rn ing  
o u t to  be gay. In  fact, th e  gay one w as p rob
ably th e  only tru ly  nice one of the  bunch. 
So I ’ve re luctan tly  jo ined  the  hairy  arm - 
p itted  ranks  -  a ll s tra ig h t m en are  w ankers 
and  are incapab le of being heroic.

Som etim es (usually in  the  afte rm ath  of 
one the  above m entioned offences) I really  
do feel as though  the  w orld  w ould  be sim 
pler, m ore peaceful, and  a  w hole lo t be tte r  
if we (the girls? Sisterhood?) ganged up, 
bo ttled  th e ir  sperm  and  cu t off th e ir  dicks.

I ’ve s ta rted  seeing som eone recently  
w ho, if you read  his da ting  CV, has a ll th e  
characte ristic s  of shit. In  fact, le t’s call him  
‘M cShit’. He seem s surprisingly  nice b u t 
I ’m  no fool. I know  w hat h e ’s done in  the  
past. We’ll see how  th ings pan  out. I ’ll keep 
you posted ... I ’m no Bonnie, I ’m  certain ly  
not hold ing  my breath . B ut w hile th e  sex is 
grea t and  he seem s nice, i t ’s now tim e to 
learn  to  enjoy m en w ith  no expectations. 
Take every m an  w ith  a p inch  of salt. ■

Many recognised geniuses 
like Plato, Beethoven, Dickens, 

Newton and Van Gogh had cre
ative capacities that were driv
en by bouts of m anic intensity 

followed by m ind-num bing 
despair.

‘ta lk ing  th e rap ies’ such as counselling, cog
nitive behavioural the rapy  (CBT) and  psy
choanalysis, and  unsatisfacto ry  access to 
inform ation. P a r t of the  problem  is th a t 
new  therap ies such as CBT have becom e a 
victim  of th e ir  ow n success; as the  positive 
effects a re  con firm ed  by research , the  
dem and fo r tre a tm en t is ou tstripp ing  the  
supply. W ith one in  four people suffering

the  b iggest obstacle fo r sufferers of m ental 
d isorders is the  social stigm a. S tud ies con
ducted  by the  M ental H ealth  Foundation 
show  th a t fea r of p rejudice and  labelling  
can  p reven t people acknow ledging th a t 
they  a re  ill and  seeking the  necessary help. 
A th ird  of the  respondents of one survey 
claim ed to  have been d ism issed o r forced to 
resign  from  th e ir  jobs following diagnosis, 
and  24% h ad  received hostility  from  th e ir  
neighbours and  local com m unities. More 
distressingly, over ha lf reported  d iscrim i
nation  from  th e ir  fam ilies and  friends, w ith  
th e ir  loved ones ‘d is tanc ing ’ them selves 
w hen they  w ere needed most.
Yet, th e  question  th a t we should  be con
cerned  w ith  is why m enta l hea lth  problem s 
ca rry  so m uch baggage, pa rticu larly  as they 
seem  to  be so common. D epression has 
alw ays ex isted . Indeed , K ing  S au l is 
described  as experiencing  depression and  
com m itting  suicide in  the  Old Testam ent.

as a  p lace to  shu t aw ay society’s undesir
ables. M eanw hile, th e  tw en tie th  century  
saw a num ber of horrify ing  experim ents 
being  conducted  on the  m entally  ill; c h a rt
ed in  Ken Kesey’s infam ous novel, One 
Flew O ver The C uckoo’s Nest. Today, in  the  
tw en ty -firs t century, we are less p rone to  
locking people away, b u t the  p rejudice lives 
on. Why? The M ental H ealth  Foundation 
claim s th a t d iscrim ination  and  hostility  
derives from  a lack  of understand ing , for 
w hich  the  m edia is partly  responsible. Two 
th ird s of the  press coverage of m en ta l ill
ness tends to  connect i t  w ith  violence, 
involving negative stereotyping  and  tab lo id  
d ram atisa tion . It is a ll too easy to  accuse 
som eone of be ing  w eak , th e  p o p u la r  
adm onishm ent being, “pu ll yourself toge th 
er! ’’N ever again  w ill those w ords pass from  
my lips, and  I hope th a t anyone read ing  th is  
artic le  w ill be a  little  less quick  to  judge.®

Laura Coombe highlights the need for greater understanding of m ental illness in Britain

I f asked to  identify  w h a t S tephen  Fry, 
Robbie W illiams and  a t  leas t one per
cen t of th e  popu la tion  have in  common, 

the re  are, I th ink , few  of us who would 
come up  w ith  trum ps w ith  ‘b i-p o la r d isor
d e r’. A fter all, b i-p o la rity ’s o ther pseudo
nym, ‘m anic depression’, has trad itionally  
conjured  up im ages of m en in  w hite  coats, 
an d  s terile , p riso n -lik e  ho sp ita l w ards. 
H ats-off then  to Fry and  his guests for the ir 
frank  and  open adm issions la s t w eek on 
B B C  2; a brave and  unpreceden ted  a ttem p t 
to  raise  aw areness ab o u t the condition, 
teaching  view ers th a t m en ta l illness is a 
rea lity  in  m any homes, dem onstrating  th a t 
conditions like m anic depression are fa r  
m ore ‘norm al’ th a n  we th ink .

So w h a t is b i-p o la r exactly? D oubt su r
rounds the  causes of the  condition, b u t 
essentially, sufferers are p rone to  extrem e 
m ood-sw ings, rang ing  from  low est-of-the- 
low depression, to  delusional euphoria. This 
is p a rticu la rly  dangerous because i t  is 
im possible to  p red ic t and  p repare  for a 
change in  mood. It is perhaps th e  m adness 
and  energy of the  m om entary highs th a t 
contributes to  the  un ique  creative ab ility  of 
personalities like Fry. Indeed m any recog
n ised  gen iuses like  P la to , B eethoven, 
D ickens, N ew ton and  Van Gogh h ad  cre
ative capacities th a t w ere driven by bouts 
of m anic in ten s ity  follow ed by m ind- 
num bing despair. Yet, as Fry acknowledges, 
struggling  w ith  the  condition  on a day-to- 
day basis is no picnic. D uring  the  m anic 
periods, sufferers can reach  a s ta te  of psy
chosis, losing all sense of reality. Indeed, 
one ind iv idual in terv iew ed ad m itted  to 
believing him self to  be God in  his m ost 
extrem e m anic phases. M eanw hile, the all- 
consum ing low s have d riven  m any to  
a ttem p t suicide, inc lud ing  Fry a t  the  age of 
seventeen. The condition  is a lifelong sen
tence. There is no cure, or any foolproof 
form  of tre a tm en t, p a r tic u la r ly  as  the  
severity and sym ptom s varies so m uch from 
indiv idual to  individual. Sufferers have to 
experim ent w ith  d ifferent levels of m edica
tion  and  psychotherapy, and  some even 
reso rt to  shock treatm ent.

Given th e  clear need for help and  sup
po rt by those suffering m enta l hea lth  p rob
lems like m anic depression, reports  abou t 
the  poo r stan d a rd  of care on offer released 
by the  H ealth  Comm ission la s t w eek are 
shocking. A large p roportion  of m ental 
hea lth  care is com munity, ra th e r th a n  hos
p ita l-based , provided  by local im plem enta
tion  team s, consisting of social w orkers, 
GPs, nurses and  counsellors. The fac t th a t 
only one in  ten  w ere ra ted  excellent, w ith  
over half receiving only a fa ir  grade, the re
fore raises serious concerns. The report 
found significant gaps to  ex ist in  ou t-o f
hours assistance, insufficien t availab ility  of

facing m enta l hea lth  problem s every year, 
and  w aiting  lists  of 12 m onths o r m ore for 
counselling, the  necessary help and  support 
is sim ply n o t there.

All of th is  may indeed seem like enough 
to  deal w ith  and  yet, it  seems th a t by th e  fa r

Perhaps the  stigm a orig inates in  ancient 
tim es w hen depression w as believed to  be 
sym p tom atic  of dem onic possession . 
A ttitudes over the  ages have certain ly  been 
hostile, and  in  the  eigh teen th  an d  n ine
teen th  century, m ental hosp ita ls  w ere seen
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ARE YOU 
MORGAN STANLEY?

■ ■■■■ ■.■■■■ ,

FIND OUT BY MEETING WITH US
Morgan Stanley is a global community dedicated to achievement. We help corporations, governments and others to solve the 

most complex problems in finance, including restructuring, mergers and acquisitions, and privatisations. From conference room to 

trading floor, we can show you a career from different angles. And w e ll put you side by side with the best in the business - people 

who challenge your th inking and who listen when you challenge theirs.

Sound interesting? Then Morgan Stanley might just be the right place for you.

FIRM WIDE PRESENTATION
Thursday, 12th October, 6.30pm

20 Cabot Square, Canary Wharf, London, E14

To register for this event please visit our website.

Closing date for applications:

Full Time Analyst Program m e -W ednesday  15 th  November 2 0 0 6  
Sum m er Intern Program m e -  W ednesday 17th January  2 0 0 7  
Industrial P lacem ent Program m e -  W ednesday 17 th  January  2 0 0 7  
Spring Insight Program m e -  W ednesday 3 1 s t January  2 0 0 7

Morgan Stanley
VISI T  AND APPLY O N L IN E  AT W W W . M O R G A N S T A N L E Y . C O M / C A R E E R S / R E C R U I T I N G

Morgan Stanley is an equal opportunities employer and is committed to fa ir treatment, 
regardless of background (including crim inal record). (M/F/D/V) ©  2 0 0 6  Morgan Stanley



Different voices mean 
smarter solutions.
A t Goldman Sachs, w e look fo r talented people from  a w ide 

range of backgrounds. The essential quality is injecting your fresh 

thinking and innovative ideas into our firm . Discover the exciting 

opportun ities that await you.

•W -.- ,

G oldm an  Sa chs  C om pany Presen ta t ion
Venue: Goldman Sachs International,  Rivercourt,  120 Fleet Street,  London EC4A 2BB 
Date: W edn esday  18th October  2006 
Time: 19.00 Registration begins at 18.30

Goldma n Sachs  invites you to a t tend ou r  annual  presenta t ion and  to find ou t  m ore  about  our  
new analys t and internship p r o g r a m m e s  t hrough an evening  of presen ta t ions  ab ou t  the  firm 
and networking opportunit ies.

Places are limited. Please register  online at w w w .g s . c o m / c a r e e r s .

Applicat ion deadline  
FullTime: 10 No vem ber  2006 
S u m m e r  Internship: 30 December  2006 Sjk'Iis

Qotefrnan Sachs Is an eqyaf opportunity- 
®  Goldman Sachs International-., 2CQ&. M  rights reserved
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www.lsesu.com/whatson

TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

12:00-13:00
M auritius AGM S78
12.30
Sikh-Punjab 3rd Annual Bhangra Run -
Meet outside library
13:00-14:00
AIESEC AGM G108
Lebanese AGM D306
Jewish AGM Y002
Economics AGM D302
14:00-15:00
Arts AGM D602
Malaysia-Singapore AGM S75
15:00-16:00
CEEDS AGM S421
16:00-17:00
French Connection AGM H I02 
Persian AGM S53

18:00-19:00
Living Wage /  Citizens for Social Justice 
AGM S421
U krainian AGM U210
Budget Application Introduction Meeting
U8

12:00-13:00
Sri Lankan AGM S78 
13:00-14:00
International AGM U221
13.15 Catholic Society Mass Chaplaincy
14:00-15:00
Maths and Stats AGM U201
Hellenic AGM H I02
Cypriot AGM E168
Food Tasting AGM U208
Asset Management AGM U208
Kenyan AGM V103
Asian Careers AGM G108
Hellenic AGM H102
15:00-16:00
Actuarial AGM S75
16:00-17:00
Hungarian AGM A698
Singapore (till 19.00) AGM D402
Finnish AGM L52
Triple Helix AGM S78
17:00-18:00
Corporate Responsibility AGM H206 
Austrian AGM S306 
Corporate Responsibility AGM H206 
18:00-19:00
Public Affairs AGM D702

13:00-14:00 
AIESEC AGM 
D202
14:00-15:00
Amnesty International AGM 
D402
Development AGM 
S75
16:00-17:00
Argentinian AGM 
H102
17:00-18:00
Abacus AGM 
H102
Peruvian AGM 
D206
18:00-19:00
Stop the War Coalition AGM 
S78
18.30 CU Central: Church -  Why Bother? 
TBC

FRIDAY
13:00-14:00
Inns of Court AGM 
H102
15:00-16:00
Indonesian and Bruneian AGM 
D i l l

All docum ents for the  setting up 
and registration of a society are 
now available online! Go to 
lsesu.com/societies and select 
'documents'

Congratulations to  the  following 
societies tha t have recently been 
set-up or reactivated, and have 
held their AGMs: Apologetics, 
Politics, Feminist.

Do you have feedback on the 
Freshers' Fair arrangements? Please 
get in touch with Societies Officer 
Arthur Krebbers

Do you w ant to  be in the listings? 
Contact your societies officer 
Arthur Krebbers on 
su.societies@lse.ac.uk

Q U A D  OFFICE 
HOURS

Jim m y Tam, G eneral Secretary
Thursday, 2-3PM

Joel Kenrick, Treasurer
Thursday, 2-3PM

A lexandra V in cen ti, E ducation  and  
W elfare
Thursday, 2-3PM

Ali Dewji, C om m unications
Friday, 2-3PM

Arthur Krebbers, S oc ie ties
Friday, 1-2PM

A led  Fisher, E n v iron m en t an d  E thics
M onday, 1-2PM

Fadhil B akeer Markar, In tern ation a l 
S tu d en ts
Tuesday 1-2PM

Em m a H allgren , S tu d e n ts  w ith  
D isabilities
Tuesday 1-2PM

Shanela  H aque, Anti-Racism
Friday, 10 am -12pm

Will Barber, R eturning Officer
Friday, 1-2PM

Calling AH Freshers I! -  Prices slashed on AU course textbooks at the Student Onion 
Discount Bookshop

Location: top o f the spiral staircase on the M ezzanine floo r o f the Quad -  next to  the Copy
Shop

lust same ol Oib titles now In stocL

8
i
B
3

M anagem ent and Cost Accounting
Horngren, Bhimani, Datar

Published Price £  36.99  
A lpha P rice  £ 30.00

Principles o f Corporate Finance
Brealey & Meyers

Published Price £  44.99 
Alpha P rice  £ 35.00

Financial M arkets & Corporate S trategy
Grinblatl & Titman

Published Price £4 4 .9 9  
Alpha P rice  £ 35.00

Calculus
Binmore & Davies

Published Price £  29.99  
Alpha P rice  £ 22.00

In term edia te  M icroeconomics
H. R. Varian

Published Price £  36.99  
A lpha P rice  £ 30.00

In troducto ry  M icroeconomics
Robert H. Frank

Published Price £ 4 1 .9 9  
A lpha P rice  £ 30.00

S ta tis tics  for Business & Econom ics
Newbold, Carlson & Thome

Published Price £  43.99  
A lpha P rice  £ 30.00

In troduction  to  Econom etrics
C. Dougherty

Published Price £  34.99  
A lpha P rice  £  28.00

M acroeconomics
O. Blanchard

Published Price £  44.99  
Alpha P rice  £  30.00

In terna tional Economics: Theory and Policy
Krugman & Ohstfeld

Published Price £  46.99  
Alpha P rice  £ 38.00

Theory o f Industria l O rganisation
J. Tirole

Published Price £  33.95  
A lpha P rice  £ 25.00

Econom ics o f European In tegration
Baldwin & Wyplosz

Published Price £  34.99  
A lpha P rice  £ 28.00

C onstitu tional and A dm inistrative Law
Bradley & Ewing

Published Price £  32.99  
A lpha P rice  £ 25.00

R econstructing  Crim inal Law 
Nicola Lacey

Published Price £ 2 7 .0 0  
A lpha P rice  £ 20.00

Principles of C rim inal Law 
Andrew Ashworth

Published Price £  26.99  
A lpha P rice  £ 20.00

In terna tiona l Law 
Shaw

Published Price £ 3 5 .0 0  
A lpha  Price £  2 8 .0 0

Crime, Reason and H istory
A. Norrie

Published Price £ 2 2 .9 9  
A lpha P rice  £ 17.00

Remember: Any marked or highlighted books are even cheapen

We stock other subjects including International Relations, Marketing, Government, 
Sociology, Anthropology, Social Policy, Philosophy, Urban Studies, Gender 

Studies, Psychology, Media, Spanish, Italian & French texts, Poetry, Drama 
plus large selection of fiction -  Austen to  Zola; with Kundera in between.

Opening hours: Term  Time - Monday to  Friday (9.30am  to  6.00pm) 
V acation -  Mon to  Fri (10.30am  to  5pm)
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Tackling Issues

Josh takes a 
swing...

Great Debate

The great mass 
debate

P hil
B urkim sher

The Sports Personality of 
the Year aw ard is seen by 
many to be an  award for 

the greatest sporting achiever 
in the year. However if you 
look a t  the  title  of the award 
th en  this should not be the 
case. A personality  is the com
bination  of em otional, intellec
tual, and m oral qualities th at 
d istingu ishes an indiv idual. 
Therefore the  w inner should be 
the sportsm an o r wom an who 
has best dem onstrated these 
q u a lities  d u rin g  the  year. I 
believe th a t  if you look a t these 
q ualities the outstanding can
d idate  is D arren  Clarke.

Golf prides itself in being 
a sport of integrity. W hile lead
ing the  Irish  Open earlier in 
th e  year, follow ing an 
overnight rain  delay, Clarke’s 
lie  in  the  rough had  been 
improved. Instead of going for 
the green as he would now be 
able to do, he chose to chip 
b ack  onto the  fairway. 
A lthough Clarke did not go on 
to win the tournam ent he was 
happy w ith  his decision as any 
victory would have been hol
low. C ontrast this w ith round- 
ball. The constan t diving and 
attem pts to get o ther people

booked or sent off underm ine 
the game. I don’t  th ink  th at 
Cristiano Ronaldo will be high 
up  on many people’s lists for 
the  Overseas Sports  
Personality of the  year.

Allied to this g reat show of 
sporting  behaviour, C larke 
contributed three  points out of 
three  in  the Ryder Cup. He had 
been out of the game for eight 
weeks prio r to this and many 
people felt th a t  i t  was a foolish 
decision for Ian Woosnam to 
hand him  a wild card into the 
team . This decision w as clearly 
vindicated and the  fact th at 
S tenson won his m atch before 
Clarke should not take away 
from  th e  huge co n tribu tion  
Clarke m ade to the team. The 
fact th a t he then broke down 
in tears having kept his emo
tion in  check while playing 
showed his desire to help the 
team  to  victory. If anybody 
needs another reason to vote 
for Clarke, during the celebra
tions following the Ryder Cup 
he downed a  p in t of G uiness in 
about three seconds.

Tackling Issues

...Roland 
reciprocates c

M

w earing, 
the p as t. 

W hile J

Where is this 'beautiful 
gam e' th a t  we so 
o ften h ea r about? 

Does the cliche of....
"Football; a gen tlem an’s 

game played by thugs & Rugby, 
a thug’s game played by gen
tlem an”

....seem to  hold  m ore 
grounding w ithin the  current 
sporting climate? Is there any
one out there  who finds th a t 
the so-called beautiful game 
has reared an unusual ugly, 
often  blonde h ig h 
lighted , diam ond 
earring  
head in 
decade.
m any of us 
young folk may 
in fac t briefly  
rem em ber 
g lory days of 
Eric Cantona and 
Ian  W right, 
m e n

with honour and  pride, many 
of the  younger generation are 
being em braced by 'p layers' 
who lack such honourab le  
ch aracteristics. Football has 
lost its way, and rugby has def
in ite ly  capita lised . The day 
th a t I see a rugby player driv
ing a Porsche, d a tin g  Ms 
Chest-la-Roux and pouncing 
a round Soho on a weekend 
w ill be the  day th a t  Jonny 
W ilkinson plays for England 
again  (seem ingly NEVER). 

Until then, we can look for
w ard  to  seeing D avid 

B eckham  m oan abou t 
his ingrow ing toenail 
along w ith  his dodgy 
h aircu ts and  silk skirts, 
an d  A shley Cole cry 
over a £5000 a week 
deduction on his £50k a 

week job. I t w ould seem 
th a t the  gentlem an’s game 

played by thugs has now 
become a gentlem an’s game 

played by . vain
celebrities....long live 

rugby!!

AU Welcome Party Rifle Trifle

■h+ s s a n s  h u  u i s u n a m s  p a h t v
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B Getting loaded 
8  at the rifle club

n t h  a c T a s s n  s a a s

''stsiLdSi

n
ratiensS

M S J H  I

Jessica
M c ard le

Like a lam b being led to 
the  s laughterhouse, I 
tip toed  in to  the abatto ir 

th a t  was the  F reshers’ fa ir 
a lm ost tw o w eeks ago. 
Expressions of confusion and 
vulnerability  belied my nerv
ous disposition and soon the 
b lood-thirsty  mob advanced. I 
had set my sights on tracking 
down the Australia and New 
Z ealand  society, m ainly 
because, as everybody knows, 
New Zealanders a re  o u tra 
geously hot. W hat I d id n ’t 
know, was th a t I was walking 
the  wrong p lank  and was way 
off target. Once aware of this 
and pursuing a quick getaway, 
I cam e across w h a t should 
have been the m ost terrifying 
club of all; the UL Rifle Club.

N either b u lle tp roof vest 
nor mace spray was necessary 
a t th is  sta ll and I questioned 
w hether those m anning it were 
aware of the custom ary shoot- 
to-k ill a ttitu d e  of the freshers’

fair. When afte r a t least 20 
seconds they had not asked me 
to p u t my hand in my pocket I 
thought they m ight be a few 
shillings short of the pound. 
The f irs t m eeting was last 
Saturday  afternoon, which I 
arrived to  in  the  usual Irish 
trad ition , no not drunk, but 
late. A fter a good half-hour 
w andering the streets, myself 
and  two o ther stragglers m an
aged to locate the rifle range.

Giggling girls opened the 
door to us dispelling the dark 
images I had  of w hat gun club
bers m ight be like and  I was 
relieved to  find th a t there was 
n o th ing  shady ab o u t the 
crowd. Soon we were being 
briefed on the safety aspects of 
the  club- “Never point a gun at 
someone’s head... Even as a 
joke” this point was non-nego- 
tiab le  and w ould definitely  
take  a lot of the  th rill out of 
th e  sport. Though nobody 
showed it, we were all gravely 
disappointed, b u t having taken 
so long to  get there it  was no 
use turn ing  back now.

With th a t out of the way 
there  was only one th ing  to do 
- get loaded - I m ean load the 
guns. L et me pa in t you a pic

ture... The targets are  the size 
of the  circle betw een your 
thum b and forefinger w hen 
you m ake an OK signal, they 
are 25 m etres away from you 
and you are  lying down w ith a 
.2 2  rifle  po in ting  s tra ig h t 
ahead. Your body is positioned 
w ith  ou tstre tch ed  legs and  
your hips are  p inned to the 
floor as if  w ith  superglue. 
Then comes the  m ost im por
tan t bit, you place your finger 
on the trigger, take  aim  and 
fire. Pulling the  trigger p re
m aturely generally m eans th a t 
you don’t  h it the spot, thus 
restra in t and pacing are  essen
tial.

Once you’ve shot your load 
the n a tu ra l th ing  to  do is nod 
off to sleep, b u t fighting this 
n a tu ra l inclination  is neces
sary to  m ake i t  to the next step, 
or stop, the bar. The tru e  m eas
ure of any sports club lies not 
in its athletic prowess, b u t in 
th eir  drinking. Though the 
session was not an  all-nighter, 
I ’m p retty  sure I saw the  poten
tial for some m ore serious after 
hours ta rg e t-p rac tic e  to  be 
had. For m ore inform ation on 
the  club email: Stephen, tu rn  - 
er@imperial.ac.uk

S tran d  
’ m ore

as opposed to obesi- 
d  a b izarre addiction f  
to m ale genita lia . <

It  doesn’t  take me to  tell the 
world how sh it rugby is, the 
scum d id  th a t  for them 

selves on Wednesday night. A 
W ar Studies degree from Kings 
is about the only th ing more 
em barrassing th an  the  karaoke 
which em anated from private 
school m ouths more suited to 
rim m ing th an  to  singing. 
Although congratulations are 
in order for the addition of a 
ra th e r  fe tch ing , long-ha ired  
fresher whose hom osexuality 
seemed about as discreet as a 
hoard of AU members would 
be if ever given the  oppor
tu n ity  to tra sh  
poly. Should  any 
proof of rugby’s in ad e
quacies be required, 
need only tu rn  to 
defection of Jim  Davies. 
Having seen w hat a cunt 
he used to be, the one
tim e rugby captain has 
become bored of public 
school ban ter and Vidu’s 
arsehole, and  has tu rned  to 
a sport requiring skill 
finesse as 

tv and a

His transition  to football may 
be a sign of things to come as 
anonymous egg-chaser (Rhys 
Meggy) joined in the  chants of 
“FC ‘til I D ie” on the way to 
W ankabout. The only real chal
lenge towards the slagging off 
of rugby, is doing so adequate
ly in a 2 0 0  word limit, however 
AU L iaison  officer, Joey 
Mellows, sums it up  m ost elo
quently  in stating  th a t  rugby is 
sim ply “really,
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Lil-lets, ladyboys, lesbians and lots of lovin’

7 * k !
The AU sex change

Yo ho-s! It seems after 
last week’s nam ing and 
sham ing you’ve all 

a ttem pted (to no avail) to  fly 
under Fanny’s radar! Let me 
rem ind you, Fanny is every
where, she sees a ll and hears 
all so there’s no escaping. This 
week I ’ll be answering ques
tions like which one-wheeled 
piece of garden equipm ent has 
a fetish for blowing raspber
ries on perfec t strangers? 
Which club is slaggier; N etball 
o r Football? And which 
Hockey club m em ber does the 
best anim al impersonation?

This week, upon entering 
her second home (the Tuns), 
Fanny was greeted w ith a b a r
rage of aural abuse akin to 
Charlotte Church on helium. 
Now I know Men’s Rugby like 
to hear the sound of their own 
voices b u t refusing to leave the 
karaoke set was taking it too 
far. Fanny decided to down a 
couple of snakey Bs to  acquire 
her beer earplugs. Talking of 
beer and plugs, it was N etball 
who seemed to be having the 
m ost raucous of in itia tions, 
w ith Potty choosing an in ter
esting technique to down a 
p in t (see photo). Rugby opted 
for the age-old classic of “cock 
o ’clock” , w ith  Fresher Dick 
C lawfruit “w inning” the com
petition for being the biggest 
c*nt muffin, much to his own 
amusement.

K ath  W ith NoNicksOn 
actually m ade an appearance 
this week, for all of ten  m in
utes, un til she was whisked off 
her feet by an eagle-eyed foot
baller who decided there was 
no point w asting tim e with 
small talk . Gobby Felon of 
Hockey fame was also whisked 
off her feet but unfortunately 
for her it was the sta irs th at 
caused th is bird to take flight.

S h ish ar Panda dem on
stra ted  power had gone to his 
head  w hen he w orked the 
W alkabout basem ent, b u t a fter 
m ultiple rejections he resorted 
to molesting a ra th er willing 
Sucha Statem an, who w ent on 
to please many w ith a spot of 
in te r-ed ito r  relations.
A nother Football slag enticed 
blonde eejit CameiHo and Ho 
Harmmen, proving “I’m firsts

cap ta in” is a versatile chat-up 
line  in  the  realm s of 
W alkabout. Deals WithBoys 
was w itnessed  literally  
devouring a mystery m an, if 
anyone would like to come for
ward as the victim  (in confi
dence) please go to www.anet- 
ballg irla tem yface.org .uk  for 
advice and a list of local STI 
clinics.

L ivesina TransitV an and 
Big T itt brought some culture 
to  W alkabout with a dazzling 
show of Latin-Am erican danc
ing  followed by some Soho 
“culture” in the form of homo
erotic displays of affection, 
whereas S lopper Palmsworth 
plum ped for double-fisting a 
couple of fru ity  numbers.

It appears th a t  the most 
popular sport in the LSEAU 
this week was actually Tonsil 
Tennis (sorry capoeira) and 
from the evidence provided, it 
seemed Football took the tro
phy for slaggiest team , 
although the detailed analysis 
in to  th is  was term in a ted  
because Fanny w as getting  
sweaty.

All th ings considered  it 
was a great s ta rt to the term, 
boys and girls, and I hope you 
keep up w ith all the  good 
work! If any of you are  stuck 
for someone to sexually aggra
vate, let me tell you I am  cur
rently very lonely (yes believe 
i t  or not Fanny is getting no 
attention) and would be happy 
to  oblige in  any form  of 
r o m a n c e / r e l a t i o n s / s e x  
games/bukkake th a t you may 
encounter.

Soggy Fanny kisses every-

X

Netball Initiation Special

Netball scoffs and scores on Wednesday night
N etball is bigger and bet

te r  than  ever w ith 100 
beauties in the club this 

year. W ith so many freshers 
joining the club, the captains 
knew a netball in itiation was 
needed. W hen the  boring for
m alities (trials) were out of the 
way, the  n e tba lle rs  headed 
down to  th e  Tuns on 
Wednesday ready for a n ight of 
debauchery and mayhem!

The captains thought the 
netball in itiation would only 
dam age th e  freshers livers. 
W hen Libby and Jen had asked 
the  cap ta in s  w h a t th e ir  2 
favourite  d rin k s  were, they 
thought this was purely out of 
curiosity. L ittle did they realise 
th a t  th e ir  d rinks w ould be 
combined into beautiful cock
tails. Jade and Georgie got off 
p retty  easily  since th e ir  
favourite drinks both involved 
vodka. Lindsey was forced to

down a tasty  m ix of Smirnoff 
Ice and Corona while Rosie 
effortlessly guzzled B acardi, 
gin, D iet Coke and cranberry.

L au ra, aka Stom ach of 
Steel, po lished  off a  classy 
blend of vodka and Bacardi 
shots w ith ease. S till feeling 
thirsty, she then  helped Jen 
down her snakebite. We were 
a ll concerned th a t  Laura might 
still be sober‘so she was p re
sen ted  w ith  an o th e r drink. 
Like a psychic epiphany both 
Jen and Libby experienced a 
flashback of a conversation 
abou t the  ne tb a ll in itia tio n  
from earlier in the  week...

Jen: “T here’s th is  great 
drinking trick  where you p u t a 
tam pon in e ither side of your 
m outh and then you have to 
down your d rink  before the 
tam pons expand too much.”

Libby: “That sounds gross! 
I don’t  know how we can try

and force any fresher to do 
that.”

Laura: “T hat’s really cool! 
I ’d love to  do th a t!”

N atu ra lly  th e  d rin k  of 
choice for the tam pon trick 
was snakebite. Before Laura 
was even handed  the  p in t 
glass, the  m axi-supersize- 
b ig g es t-tam p o n s-y o u -co u ld - 
ever-purchase were expanding 
a t  a rap id  rate. L aura only 
dow ned half her snakebite  
before the tam pons had  com
pletely taken  over her m outh. 
W ithout a sanitary  bin in sight, 
C laudia knew the best place to 
p u t the  snakebite stained tam 
pons - give one to a footballer 
and the other to a rugby play
er. Joey’s reaction was more 
priceless th an  a M asterCard ad 
when Laura p u t one of the 
tam pons in his pint!

L aura  was not the  only 
ne tb a lle r  w ith  a snakebite

sm ile. H elen received a 
snakebite for her b irthday and 
downed it in a blink  of an eye 
n ot even noticing its tequila 
twist. Libby and Jen decided 
the  best way to spice up their 
snakebites was w ith M ars bars. 
I t was only because Jen had 
practised the trick  of downing 
the  drink  followed by eating 
the M ars b a r w ith no hands 
(and cheating by giving Laura 
some of her p int!) th at Jen won 
the competition. NB this a rti
cle may be biased since Libby 
is a sore loser and is w riting 
the article.

The next section of our ini
tia tion  involved serious m arsh
m allow  consum ption. Nicci 
jumped a t the chance to stuff 
as m any marshmallows in her 
mouth while saying “I love net
b a ll” . But in  the end it  was 
Charlie who won the competi
tion.

In case intoxication slurred 
their speech to the point of 
com plete incom prehension, 
Libby had devised a cunning 
p lan . Each ne tb a lle r  was 
equipped with a serviette th at 
contained their vital statistics: 
name, number, likes and where 
they would like to  m eet the 
lucky guy who received the 
serviette. Some of the  m ost 
popular choices were: outside 
the bathroom  in ten  m inutes, 
for a drink  or two and when 
I ’ve sobered up. W hen Libby 
had to question one netballers’ 
request for 4 serviettes, her 
response was, “I ’m on a mis
sion!”

There were m ore netballers 
who knew one little  serviette 
w asn ’t  enough. H arry  and 
freshly single Claudia p u t on 
some b rig h t lip s tick  and 
attem pted to kiss as many guys 
as they could in a m inute. We

would let you know who won 
b u t w e’re still counting the 
tally!

These stories are  only from 
the Tuns. This is partly  because 
everyone has very few flash
backs from the W alkabout. We 
also d id n ’t  w an t to  s teal 
F anny’s lim elight so we 
thought we’d  leave it to her to 
take  you through the messiness 
of the rest of the night.

On another note, netball’s 
goal for this year is to sign up 
a t  least one m ale specimen. If 
you would like to be the first 
ever bloke to  jo in  netball, 
em ail Libby,
E.Meyer@lse.ac.uk Just th ink 
about our club dinners -  you 
surrounded by 100 sexy net
ballers. The boasting opportu
nities are  endless...

Libby xx
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LSE lack sticking power ‘

Andrea Jelic, Hockey

Venables, continued to sub 
someone on, not realizing the 
man down situation and we 
continued w ith 11 players on 
the pitch, unknown to the 
rest of LSE WHC -  oh dear... 
Double fineage next week, 
Lolly.

All in all, a solid effort 
against a team  two divisions 
above us -  well done girls. 
Big thanks to  all the squad, 
especially injured spectators 
(Reyes!). Good work fol
lowed a t team dinners, but 
come Walkabout we were all 
past the point of noticing 
whether the penny was in 
our drink or not. All we can 

^ s a y  is good luck a t initia- 
tions girls... i t ’s 
going to be car- 

1 nage.

one for the team on a some
w hat precarious surface, 
performing a complete wipe
out and landing on her ass, 
the ref jum ping to the oppor
tunity  to  tell her off for her 
theatrics! N ew bie Laura 
P arfitt, o r Paff as S arah  Fish 
christened her, did a good job 
both a t left mid and right 
forw ard (showing tha t 
maybe she should’ve stuck 
w ith the stick, not the egg, 
from the beginning?!). An 
absolutely g rea t perform 
ance, both on and off the 
p itch , from fresher Alex 
‘H otchkiss’ showed th a t 
although Meeny Patel has 
le ft us, we have a  great 
prospect a t centre forward to 
fill those big boots. M ark 
our words -  one of these days 
those boots are gonna walk 
all over you...

The three RUMS goals 
came from  quick counter

attacking and a short comer. 
They could have had a cou
ple more from shorts if not 
for first Juicy’s bravery, for 

which she’s got 
a proud BCjp— 
h o c k  e ~~  ̂
injury, then  Fishley’s.
Zoe Sully also p u t in  a great 
effort between the posts with 
excellent shot stopping. We 
continued to boss the game 
in the middle of the park, 
w ith the Slav in her usual 
good form, and fine debuts 
from Betty Boop and Marie- 
Claire (not the magazine, the 
real live one).

M ajor fines have to be 
dished out to our new postie 
defender, Louise. She was 
sin binned on debut for wav
ing her stick at the umpire in 
a threatening manner! The 
laughs from bo th  sideline 
contingents showed it was 
all a  b it of good ‘B ant’̂ ^

Louise and Ju

LSE Hockey Legends 
BIG BUMS

Location: A poisoned pitch

The first game of w hat 
looks to  be an  illustri
ous season for the LSE 

Women’s H ockey Club 
(WHC) d id n ’t  go quite  to 
p lan ... who gives a shit, it 
w as only a  friendly.

Pride was a t stake as the 
sides lined up  because of 
inter-team  friendships, but 
m ainly we w ere afte r  a 
chance to  see some new

recruits in  action. We took a 
squad of 22 -  s tandard  - 
which proved to be quite a 
logistical nightm are.
N evertheless, it  w as LSE 
who stole a  quick first goal. 
Nice one Gabba, after a  great 
cross from the  righ t flank by 
Yelly.

Much dram a was to fol
low, S arah  Phe managed to 
get some ‘big a ir’ as she took

H  b acks s t o o d ^ ^ ^ H
H  up very well d u r - ^ ^  
W ing the ensuing bar- 
W  rage. It should also be 
r pointed out here tha t 
the captain , Lolly

Louise and Ju


