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Crime;

Delays to Student
Loan payments
■  M iscom m unication leads to  late delivery of 

m aintenance loans
date. The Beaver was unable to 
ascerta in  why the  SLC was 
unaware of the late registration 
date.

I t also rem ains unclear why 
return ing  students, who regis­
tered  for the academ ic year 
w ith  the  LSE online in 
September, did not have their 
inform ation passed on to the 
SLC in tim e to receive their 
loan on October 4th. The SLC 
to ld  The Beaver it did  not sta rt 
receiving inform ation from  the 
LSE until Fresher’s registration 
had  tak en  place. An LSE 
spokesperson was unable to 
confirm  th a t the School sent 
out inform ation on returning 
students p rior to registration of 
new students.

The* LSE only inform ed 
students who contacted them 
abou t the  delays, saying it 
believed th a t only a  small num ­
b er of students would be sig­
nificantly  effected. This per­
haps explains why only four of 
the Emergency loans offered by 
the LSE were taken  up.

There are  also some stu ­
dents, who applied for their 
loan on time, who have still not 
received funds. Rob 
Oorthuysen-Dunne, a 2nd Year 
Economics H istory student, has 
had significant problem s w ith 
his application. “My student 
loan still hasn’t  come through, 
they have only promised me a 
q u arte r of my student loan th at 
I had las t year, despite the  fact 
th a t  my financial circum ­
stances haven’t  changed .1 have 
repeatedly tried  to contact the 
students Loans Company, who 
p u t me th rough  to  Bexley 
Council b u t Bexley Council 
d id n ’t  answ er th e ir  phones. 
I ’ve em ailed them and its been 
a week and there is still no 
reply.”

Poor com m unication 
between students and the dif­
ferent institutions th a t adm in­
iste r loans has been a recurring 
them e throughout discussions 
The Beaver  has had w ith 
affected students.

The Beaver has also heard 
reports th a t  graduates have 
had problems w ith the repay­
m ent of loans. Graduates have 
been told th a t  the  SLC does 
not know how m uch money 
they still owe and some have 
even had money taken  out of 
pay packets despite  having 
paid back their loan in full.

Ian  M cLaren Thomson, 
spokesperson for the SLC, told 
The Beaver: “W hilst we are 
aware of a small num ber of 
problem s w ith  the  system, 
bearing in m ind the scale of 
the operation we face in pro­
v id ing  finance to  studen ts 
throughout UK, we feel th at 
broadly speaking the  system 
works.”

He added: “If you m ake the 
normal allowances for errors 
being discovered in bank  
in fo rm ation  and  the  like, 
which always happens, we can 
only report to you th a t your 
adm inistrators have acted in 
an entirely professional way, 
keeping students' interests as 
th e ir  h ighest p rio rity  and 
doing everything in  th e ir  
power to ensure prom pt pay­
m ent”

M ark Maloney, Head of 
stu d en t adm in istra tio n  a t 
LSE, also defended the school: 
“We’re still adjusting to  the 
new systems put in place since 
the  in troduction  of top -up  
fees. LSE will be w orking with 
the  SLC to address the issues 
th a t have been raised by this 
year's registration and ensure 
th a t  lessons are learnt.’

Year-round RAG off to flying start
M ichael D eas
Senior R eporter

Over 30 LSE students col­
lected money from the 
public for M arie Curie 
Cancer Care a t  six  cen tra l 

L ondon tube  s ta tions on 
Saturday. In  the first of a series 
of RAG Raids this year, s tu ­
dents wore costumes and car­
ried collection buckets to per­
suade the public to  p a rt w ith 
their spare change.

The collectors began at 
8.00am and continued well into 
the evening, and undoubtedly 
benefited from the  large num ­

b er of people out in central 
London to watch a packed day 
of sport.

RAG Officer, Jess 
Cartwright, to ld  The Beaver: 
"Yesterday was a hugely suc­
cessful and m emorable day for 
LSE RAG w ith some hilarious 
moments, and some ingenious 
costumes. For the first RAID it 
was absolutely brilliant. LSE 
has finally joined the ranks of 
charity  RAG fundraisers, and 
as yesterday proved we a in 't 
half bad."

L ast year the  LSE 
S tudents’ Union (LSESU) car­
ried out ju st one week of RAG 
fundraising . However RAG

events w ill now tak e  place 
throughout the year, following 
the passing of a m otion a t the 
Union General Meeting (UGM) 
last term.

Ben Jones, a 1st year 
Philosophy and Econom ics
student who took p art in the 
Raid a t Oxford Circus told The 
Beaver: "It was really good fun. 
It w ent really well and I found 
it really rewarding."

RAG hosts the Freshers' 
Ball tonight a t Ruby Blue, w ith 
proceeds going to  G reat
Orm ond S tree t C hildren’s
Hospital. Tickets are available 
from SU Reception.

Features: Death Penalty C&A: M oney, M oney, M oney

M ichael D eas  
Senior R eporter

Students did not receive 
their m aintenance loans 
on the  expected date due 

to a breakdown in comm unica­
tion between the LSE and the 
S tudents Loan Company.

The S tu d en ts  Loan 
Company (SLC) informed stu ­
dents by post th a t  they would 
receive th e ir  loan, norm ally 
around £1,500, on October 4th 
yet many students have still not 
received their funds and  stu ­
dents did not s ta rt receiving 
their loans until 10th October.

A firs t year Governm ent 
and Economics student anony­
mously to ld  The Beaver: “I 
arrived in London w ith a small 
am ount of money from my p a r­
ents, relying on my loan to 
come through on the 4th. I did­
n ’t  receive it un til the 10th and 
being away from  home for the 
first tim e w ith no money was a 
really scary experience.”

Mark Maloney, head of s tu ­
dent adm inistration, told The 
Beaver th a t  the  SLC were 
wrong to inform students they 
would s ta rt receiving money on 
4th: “The SLC set a UK-wide 

..date for stu d en ts  to receive 
their loans. However, students 
m ust reg iste r w ith  the  LSE 
before th e ir  de ta ils  can be 
passed on to SLC for process­
ing and funds normally take 
three days to clear. This year, 
LSE’s term  s tarted  a week later 
than  the  m ajority  of universi­
ties, which was not taken  into 
account by the  SLC due date.”

In form ation  abou t
Fresher’s could only be sent 
after they registered w ith the 
School on 3rd and 4th October 
so first years were never going 
to receive funds on the due
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In other news
HIGHER EDUCATION NEWS

E d u c a t i o n G u a r d i a n

Students using 
laptops risk 

'persistent' pain

Students who regularly use 
laptops are  putting  them ­
selves in danger of per­

s isten t neck, back, shoulder 
and w rist pain, and they are 
often unaw are of the risks they 
are tak ing  until it is too late, 
according to new research.

Surveys ca rried  out by 
ergonom ist Rachel Benedyk 
an d  h e r team  a t  U niversity  
College London's In teraction  
Centre found th a t  57% of 
respondents had experienced 
aches and  pains as a result of 
their laptop use, w ith 7% hav­
ing pain  a lo t of the  time. The 
survey involved 649 u n d e r­
g rad u a te  and  po stg rad u ate  
students of a range of national­
ities, and the m ajority said they 
had  never encountered 
ergonomic guidance on laptop 
use.

HIGHER
m c n o v  st m  r\»« \ r

Research must 
show payoff

A cademics face a change 
in  the way th e ir  appli­
cations fo r research 

funding w ill be judged by the 
seven research councils to 
ensure th a t  UK research has a 
bigger economic impact.

The councils have agreed to 
revise the  way research propos­
als are  assessed by peer review­
ers to  ensure th a t the potential 
economic im pact of research is 
considered in fund ing  deci­
sions.

U nder the changes, which 
are due to be phased in over the 
next year, peer reviewers con­
sidering work of sim ilar quali­
ty  w ill favour the proposals 
they believe will produce the 
greatest economic benefit for 
the UK.

UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE

Top schools 
embrace new 
'Pre-U' Exam

A  handful of leading pub­
lic schools have th is  
week confirm ed th eir  

decision to road tes t a new 
alternative to A levels th a t has 
been developed in Cambridge, 
beginning in the next academic 
year.

W inchester, E ton  and 
Rugby join a num ber of col­
leges in piloting the Cambridge 
Pre-U  exam inations from 
S eptem ber 2008. The move 
reflects growing concern over 
the  p o ten tial of A levels to 
challenge and distinguish the 
m ost able studen ts. The 
Cam bridge Pre-U  exam ination 
is an attem pt by Cambridge 
In ternational Exam inations to 
respond to the com plaints of 
leading schools th a t m odular 
exam inations and  unlim ited  
resits have led to a focus on 
exam  success ra th e r  th an  
roundfed education.

Please send  your subm issions fo r‘Picture o f th e  W eek 'to  
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Three  Tuns 
To Get  New 
Compet i t ion

The Tuns looks ce rta in  to  face fresh 
com petition w ith  a new  pub  set to  
open in  the h ea rt of the LSE ‘cam ­

p u s’. It w ill be ow ned and  operated  by 
Young’s, the  huge pub  m anagem ent chain 
w ith  a repu ta tion  for offering reasonable 
prices in  C ity locations.

The site  w ill be a t  the  bo ttom  of 
Colum bia House, opposite the  N at West 
bank, on the corner of H oughton S tree t 
and  the Aldwych. The prem ises w ere p re ­
viously occupied by the  Royal B ank of 
Scotland.

The b u ild in g  is cu rren tly  vacan t, 
exceptionally  so in an  area of high rents 
and  sought afte r  locations.

Young’s w ere unw illing  to  give The 
Beaver  details of th e ir  plans for the pub. It 
is understood however, th a t they w ish to  
open befo re  C hristm as. P lan n in g  may 
therefore be a t  an  advanced stage, and  the 
com pany’s recalcitrance in tended  to allow  
them  to  change th e ir  p lan s  w ith o u t 
em barassm ent.
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Beaver columnist 

shortlisted for award

Congratu lations and  the 
best of luck to  The 
Beaver’s very own Ben 
G ianforti who has been short­

listed for S tudent Columnist of 
the year a t the  G uard ian  

I Student Media Awards.
The entries have been sub- 

I m itted to a panel of editors and 
reporters from The BBC, The j  Guardian, Sky and Channel 4 
amongst others. W inners will 
be announced in an awards 
cerem ony in London in 
November. Describing himself 
“the  lit tle  Am erican who 
could”, his pieces are available 
online a t thebeaveronline.co.uk 
an d  on his own w ebsite 
www.thedeadshark.com.

Unis accused of 
busting unions

The U niversity  and
College Union (UCU) has 
accused leading universi­

ties o f ‘1980’s style’ union bu st­
ing tactics afte r a leading law 
firm  confirmed it was advising 
universities on how to circum ­
vent recognised trade unions.

Law firm  Pinsent Masons 
said  fru stra tio n  w ith h igher 
education  trad e  unions had  
been a “recurring them e” in d is­
cussions w ith university clients 
in recent m onths. The firm  has 
been advising Universities to 
come up w ith alternatives to 
Unions such as staff forums.

M alcolm  K eight,
spokesperson for UCU, said: 
‘U niversities should concen­
tra te  more on understanding 
how staff see their employers 
regarding pay and conditions, 
and understanding low morale 
- not shooting the messenger.’

State school 
students 
miss out

The school a university  
applicant attends is still 
a more im portant factor 

th an  th e ir  exam  results, 
research  has claim ed. The 
S utton  Trust charity analysed 
of 13 research universities 
including  LSE, Oxford and  
C am bridge, and says s ta te  
school studen ts are  m issing 
out.

The study found th a t  100 
e lite  schools accounted for 
nearly 20% of admissions to 
top universities.

The tru s t also found the 
num ber of pupils a t  the top 30 
comprehensives who w ent to 
Oxbridge was just a th ird  of 
w hat m ight be expected if 
based on ability.

The Sutton Trust is set to 
spend £10m over the next five 
years on improving educational 
chances of d isadvantaged  
youngsters.

CORRECTIONS
Last week’s article "Fuck Bush 
row" nam ed The Rocky 
M ountain Collegian as the 
newspaper of the University of 
Colorado. It is in fact the 
newspaper of Colorado State 
University.

Picture of the week

The article on PhD completion 
rates should have been a ttr ib ­
uted  to Ruchika Tulshyan.
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Bankside kitchens converted
Vishal Banerjee  
Senior Reporter

Bankside H alls of 
Residence have shut 
down m ost of th e ir  
kitchens and converted many 

of them  into study areas or 
lounges. The move has been m et 
w ith widespread pro test from 
students living a t  the halls and 
the  m ajority of students con­
sider the move unfair on their 
living arrangements.

The decision to  convert 
many of the k itchens was taken 
by the Residences Committee 
in May 2007. However, around 
half of the  students p resent a t a 
recen t B ankside Com mittee 
m eeting claimed th a t they had 
little  or no indication th a t such 
a proposal had gone through. 
In order to gain access to a 
kitchen , stu d en ts  m ust now 
apply to m anagem ent and  pay 
an ex tra  £5 a week.

The LSE w ebsite’s page for 
Bankside states: “Kitchens are 
now lim ited to a maxim um  of 
seven students per kitchen and 
residents w ill need to apply for 
a kitchen space. The contract 
for the kitchens w ill be for one 
year and applications m ust be 
sen t to the  Accom m odation 
Office.”

Bankside rem ains one of 
the few LSE halls of residence 
which offers catering to  s tu - . 
dents, w ith its own restaurant 
th at can seat up to 250 people.

According to a summ ary of 
a recent Bankside Committee 
m eeting p u t together by Emma 
Al-Tareif, the  Bankside 
Committee President, it seems

th a t “although this inform ation 
was available on the  Bankside 
website, it was not advertised 
strongly enough”.

P resen t a t  the  m eeting 
organised by A l-Tareif were 
Paul T rivett from  the 
Accom m odation Office,
S tu d en ts’ U nion Residences 
Officer Louise Robinson, 
Bankside W arden Dev Gangjee 
and a num ber of residents from 
Bankisde.

Louise Robinson, SU 
Residences Officer, objected to 
the conversion of kitchens in 
Bankside and was m et w ith 
applause from the audience at 
the  meeting. W hen a vote was 
taken  a t the end of the  meeting, 
stu d en ts  dem anded a move 
back  to previous living 
arrangements.

Speaking  to  The Beaver, 
Robinson said, “K itchens are a 
fundam ental core m eeting 
area for many students and I

am united w ith many Bankside 
residents in strong opposition 
to this move. The curren t s itu a­
tion is contradictory and dis­
gracefu l for several 
reasons. K itchens provide a 
forum for building friendships 
and netw orks in halls -  to be 
denied access to these will only 
encourage students to retreat 
to their rooms and be isolated.

“Secondly, the  cost savings 
of cooking are  a right all s tu ­
den ts should  be allow ed to 
enjoy, and indeed the charges 
for kitchens, otherwise lack of 
access, underm ines this.”

However, Paul Trivett from 
the Accommodation Office has 
defended the action to convert 
B ankside’s kitchens, saying, 
“Firstly, Bankside House is a 
catered hall. There is a large 
restau ran t providing breakfast 
and  evening m eals w hich 
m akes a su b stan tia l loss. 
S tudent kitchens a t Bankside

have been a problem  ever since 
opening in 1996. The rooms 
w ere p lanned  as being for 
p rep a ra tio n  of d rinks and 
snacks only and  were never 
designed for full self-catering. 
They have inadequate ventila­
tion and  facilities to allow  
comfortable use by large num ­
bers of students in this m an­
ner."

A s tu d en t survey a t 
Bankside showed th a t the com­
m unal kitchens were the  worst 
aspect of the halls, w ith  47 per 
cent of stu d en ts  describ ing  
them  as below average or poor. 
Trivett has accepted th a t when 
the  decision was taken  in May 
2007 there were “some concerns 
raised by students during con­
su lta tio n  la s t year, mostly 
about the  ‘loss’ of facilities”.

He w ent on to say th a t  last 
year’s Committee seemed posi­
tive about the move, although it 
has been m et w ith fierce oppo­

sition this year. W hen asked if 
th e  move seem ed popular, 
Trivett said, “Dem and for self 
catering has exceeded supply 
by a round  60 p e r cent. As 
always, s tudent opinion is to  be 
surveyed so th a t  the  facilities 
can be reviewed.”

Nevertheless, opposition  
from students have been fierce 
and a ‘Bring Back K itchens to 
Bankside’ Facebook group has 
been set up. The page, which 
has over 160 memebers, claims 
th a t the move shows a “lack of 
consideration for student wel­
fare”.

P eter W hite, creator of the 
Facebook group, argues th at 
the reasons given for the con­
versions a re  easily solvable. 
The move apparently  comes on 
the back of students complain­
ing about stolen food and the 
requests for more study and 
social spaces. W hite says, “An 
easy solution to stolen food 
would be lockable cupboards, 
I’ve seen loads of o ther student 
halls w ith them  and it ’s not a 
difficult th ing  to do. As for 
study space, each student has a 
desk in th e ir  room and the 
study room in the  basem ent 
which is open 24/ 7.”

This opinion has also been 
backed up by Louise Robinson 
who said, “K itchens did score 
poorly on previous surveys, b ut 
no kitchens does not mean no 
problem s, and  again  more 
study space was not an invita­
tion to  remove a basic utility 
area from the hall.’

Constitution contusion
Subash Viroomal

It  has emerged th is week 
th a t the S tandard  Society 
C onstitution circu lated  to 

societies th is  F reshers’ Fair 
“was in fact the  incorrect doc­
u m en t”, according  to  the 
S tu d en ts’ U nion (SU) 
Treasurer, L ibby Meyer.

The S tan d ard  Society 
Constitution is used by all soci­
eties who have n ot had an indi­
vidual constitu tion  approved 
by the  LSE SU Societies 
Manager.

Accepting the  confusion as 
“extrem ely urgen t and 
wish(ing) to rectify the situa­
tion as soon as possible”, Meyer 
has indicated th a t  a C&S m eet­
ing on Monday 15 October will 
approve a fresh S tan d ard  
Society Constitution. Although 
The Beaver  w ent to  p r in t 
before the m eeting took place, 
Meyer insisted, “We (the SU 
Committee) foresee no problem 
in the ratification  of this pro­
posed am ended version  by 
C&S.”

This leaves the  uncom fort­
able question of why nothing 
was done about the issue soon­
er, who is responsible for the 
debacle, and possibly worse, 
w hat will be the retrospective 
action on Societies who have,

through possibly no fau lt of 
their own, followed a different 
S tandard  Society Constitution 
text.

The problem  dates back to 
May 2006, w hen i t  was decided 
to update  the  S tandard  Society 
Constitution. C&S m et tw ice in 
May to  deba te  proposed 
amendm ents to the Standard  
Society Constitution subm itted 
by the  then  Societies Officer, 
A rth u r K rebbers. Jam es 
Ketteringham , C&S Chairman, 
to ld  The Beaver th a t it was left 
to  K rebbers to  com pile the 
fina l version of the 
C onstitu tion  w hich included 
C&S amendments.

This final version has not 
been found, b u t m inutes of a 
C&S m eeting of 22 May 2006 
which refer to it have been 
located. The Beaver can reveal 
th a t it has obtained three sepa­
rate , incorrect copies of the 
Standard  Society Constitution 
over the past week - a t differ­
ent times of the week, each 
copy has been claimed by SU 
officials to be the correct ver­
sion.

At issue are  clauses relating 
to  the  tim ing of societies’ 
A nnual G eneral M eetings 
(AGMs) and officer elections. 
The graphic below details the 
different clauses in the various

constitutions and the process 
by which the constitution was 
modified in May last year.

Should  a new  S tan d ard  
Society Constitution be passed 
on Monday 15 October, it raises 
difficult questions about action 
ag a in st society com m ittees 
voted in during this (or the p re­
vious) academic year.

On behalf of C&S, 
K etteringham  prom ised to 
“m inim ise any retrospective 
action on societies” w hilst reit­
erating  C&S’ usual affirm ation 
th a t  i t  tries to “run the  Union 
as well as possible”.

SU Treasurer Libby Meyer 
has stated  th a t the SU “will be 
sending an  apology email to  all 
SU societies w ith the new SU 
societies’ co nstitu tion
a ttached” .

She added, “To avoid fu r­
th er  confusion in the  future, we 
w ill be m aking  the  choice 
between the SU societies con­
stitu tion  and a society's own 
constitution (and the way this 
m ust be approved) more trans­
parent.” This will be achieved 
by m aking a ll societies indicate 
w hether they are  adopting “the 
SU societies’ constitu tion  or 
their own constitution as a p a rt 
of the m ain form th a t society 
committees m ust fill out to reg­
ister/re-reg ister” .

1 May 2006
F orm er S ocieties 
O fficer p u ts  fo rw ard  
h is  p roposed  Society  
C o n s titu tio n  to  C&S 
Clause 7.1 reads: 
'AGMs must be held 
by a Society at least 
once every academic 
session. They shall be 
conducted in either 
Michaelmas Term or 
Lent Term’

2 May 2006
C&S m eet; no 
am m en d - 
m en ts  m ad e  
to  re lev an t 
c lau se  in  
C onstitu tio n

11 May 2006
V ersion of th e  
C o n s titu tio n  held 
by  th e  SU  T reasu rer 
Clause 7.1 reads: 
'AGMs must be held 
by a Society at least 
once every 
academic session. 
They shall be 
conducted in the 
first four weeks of 
Michaelmas Term’

22 May 2007
C&S p a s s  am m endm en t 
o n  re lev an t c lause 
Clause 7.1 reads:
‘AGMs must be held by a 
Society at least once 
every academic session. 
They shall be conducted 
in the first four weeks of 
Michaelmas term or 
w ithin four weeks of 
establishment o f that 
academic session’

October 2007
V ersion of
C o n s titu tio n  h e ld  by 
Soc ie ties M anager, 
A lice K ing ton , g iven 
to  a ll societies 
Clause 7.1 reads: 
‘AGMs m ust be held 
by a Society at least 
once every academic 
year’
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Remembering 
WHam Widjaja

.

r w

life M "spj

I r J m  I t i t
Ruchika Tulshyan 
Senior Reporter______

LSE rem embers W illiam 
W idjaja, a f irs t year 
M anagem ent undergrad­

ua te  who passed away in a car 
acciden t th is  sum m er in 
Singapore. W illiam  was an 
Indonesian national who com­
pleted his secondary and terti­
ary education in Singapore and 
had  ju st concluded his first 
year a t  LSE. He w ill be 
rem em bered by friends and 
family.

Those close to  W illiam say 
th a t he was a warm  and gener­
ous person and very passionate 
about badm inton. He was in 
the M en’s First Team for the 
S chool’s A thletics U nion 
Badm inton Squad and repre­
sen ted  th e  LSE in various 
in ter-university  compefetitnfe

The badm inton team  members 
rem ember him  for his en thusi­
astic approach to badm inton 
and  his un failing  ab ility  to 
inspire others in the  team. His 
o ther g rea t passion was the 
football team  M anchester 
U nited, which led to his fre­
q uen t trips  to visit the  Old 
T rafford s tad ium  in 
Manchester.

W illiam was a loyal friend 
w ith a close group of friends 
th a t extended beyond London 
and everyone who knew him 
speaks forem ost ab o u t his 
friendly nature. He spent his 
summ er vacation in Singapore 
where his parents are  based 
and was tragically killed w ith 
his friend who was also in the 
car accident on 25 August 2007. 
A wake was held in memory of 
W illiam in Singapore, a t  the 
end of A ugust.. v ■■ r

He w ill be^fefyW iS3ed!Ju ^

U nion  Ja ck

It  is official. Jack  is out of 
rehab . The UGM is the  
panacea for all th a t was, is 

and will be wrong w ith Jack. 
And so i t  proved last Thursday, 
when he stum bled into tum ul­
tuous and  em otional crow d 
th a t  had gathered in the politi­
cal coliseum th a t is the Old 
Theatre.

The C&S hoodlums occu­
pied th eir  p ride of p lace on the 
far right comer, while the Exec 
sa t quietly in th e ir  pen on the 
left, rem iniscent of re ticen t 
lam bs aw aiting  slaughter. 
Those dasta rd ly  L00SE vul­
tures prowl their usual hunting 
grounds. Fascist agents of The 
Beaver sh ift uncomfortably in 
their seats.

The stage is set. The actors 
are  eager. The audience quiver 
in  an tic ipa tion . E n te r  the 
Sabbs from stage left.

Not. Bureaucracy, bureau­
cracy. This N ubian institution 
oozes red tape from every ori­
fice. Elections fo r the UGM 
positions were, ra th er unfortu­
nately, top of the m ind-num b­
ing bu reau c ra tic  play list. A 
ploy, Jack suspects, to d rain  the 
Theatre of its furious fervour. 
The audience grovelled in 
agony as the m onotonous affair 
unfolded in bulle t tim e. The 
farcical Left d id  offer some 
rap tu ro u s  app lause  w hen 
Tarzan M arwah seized power 
in a bloodless coup, b u t i t  was 
only Feline Felix’s tigh t top and 
titilla ting  bottom  saved Jack 
from a trip  to  dream land -  a 
firm  arse girds up his loins like 
no aphrodisiac can. Oh baby.

Even as the dust settled on 
Felix’s salacious stage acts, 
orgasmic fascination began to 
cloud Ja ck ’s m ind fo r the 
rem ain d er of the  hum drum  
electoral exercise. His libido 
was bursting. Desire throbbed 
in all the  right places. And then 
it happened.

Question time. Cue the fir­
ing squad w ith  th e ir  obligatory 
halftim e barrage of high explo­
sive posers. But even as the 
Sabbastic Four trooped ginger­
ly up  to the  guillo tine , the  
Zionists sp rang  th eir  deadly 
ambush. Shedding his head­
scarf mischief for a prim e spot 
on the floor, Yid Al-Tittybum 
unleashed  some enfilade 
Sem itic fire on the unsuspect­
ing U nion Fuehrer.

Alas, A l-T ittybum ’s p iss- 
poor m arksm anship  m isfired 
upon him, as Baker-M aker skil­
fully  evaded h is Y iddish 
onslaught. But a proud 6-0 w ar 
record  m eans th e  Z ionists 
never take  ‘no’ for an answer. 
For w here A l-T ittybum  had  
failed, DJ Smelldon shall suc­
ceed.

Sm elldon’s reperto ire  of 
rhetorical firepower was over­
whelming. The indiscrim inate 
carpet-bom bing  th a t  ensued 
left the  Reichstag aflame and 
the  F u eh rer scram bling  for 
cover. Baker-M aker attem pted 
a Custer-eqsue last s tand  w ith 
some ruffled r ipostes in 
defence of h is  sham eless 
shenanigans, b u t the  Jewish 
Lobby proved its worth.

The gripping slugfest left 
Jack beside himself w ith joy. 
But the sands of tim e had cru ­
elly run  out on him, as Tarzan 
dealt a prem ature end to the 
UGM. Even as the  hacks filed 
out to continue their tirade, 
Jack can’t  h ide a lustful chuck- 

sh ftv y s  f i x i t y  on 
road, and look's, to^gei better-^ ,t, .
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GenSec questioned over Twinning Letter
SU General Secretary Fadhil Bakeer M arkar accused of m isleading the  studen t body 
Israeli Society President claims he told AGM he had “nothing to do” w ith drafting le tter

Alex Teytelboym

Fadhil Bakeer Markar, the 
General Secretary of the 
LSE S tu d en ts’ Union 

(SU), has been accused of 
attem pting to mislead the s tu ­
dent body over his involvement 
in the  le tter about the tw inning 
of the  LSESU w ith An-N ajah 
University in  Nablus, Palestine.

M arilyn Carsley, President 
of the  Israeli Society, has stated 
th a t  “during  the  Israeli 
Society’s first AGM, [Bakeer 
M arkar] came to apologize for 
the letter and he also claimed 
th a t  he had nothing to  do with 
it, th a t i t  had  been d rafted  
before he took office.” This ver­
sion of events was confirmed 
by an o th er m em ber of the 
Israeli Society who also 
a ttended the AGM.

However, A lexandra 
Vincenti, form er Education and 
Welfare Officer, said, “The [for­
mer] sabbatical team  did not 
d raft or approve of any drafts 
of the  letter sent to new stu ­
dents concerning the tw inning 
of LSESU  and A n-N ajah 
University.”

Ali Dewji, form er 
Communications Officer, said, 
“I have a t no point whatsoever 
im plicitly  o r explic itly  con­
doned the sending of inform a­
tion about anything to do w ith 
Palestine o r the  R ight to 
Education campaign to incom­
ing Freshers.

“I recall an email exchange 
between some members of the 
executive, I believe they were 
Jam es Caspell and  Z iyaad 
Lunat and possibly others, in 
which one m ade the suggestion 
of sending some sort of infor­
m ation and another or others 
concurred.

“I do not recall any specif­
ic d ra ft ever being sent to me 
though one m ay have arrived in 
my inbox during handover and 
been seen by my successor.” 

O ther form er sabbatical 
officers refused to comment on 
this issue.

A m otion passed  in  the 
Union General M eeting (UGM) 
on 18 January 2007 m andated 
the creation of the Ad Hoc Task 
Force to deal w ith the tw in­
ning. Joel Kenrick, form er 
T reasurer of the  LSESU, 
chaired the Task Force until 
July 2007.

The Beaver  contacted  
Kenrick, who confirmed th at 
the Task Force decided to put a 
notice about the  m otion in the 
Freshers’ Guide. A tex t of the 
notice had  not been confirmed, 
b u t a consensus was reached 
th a t i t  should be in line with 
the UGM motion. However, the 
Task Force missed the deadline 
and the notice could not be 
added.

Bakeer M arkar has chaired 
the Task Force since July, w hen 
the previous sabbatical team  
retired. However, according to 
Andy H allett, a m em ber of the 
Task Force, no m eetings of the 
Task Force have taken  place 
since then. Several members 
confirmed to The Beaver th at 
they had not seen a tex t of any 
letter, which was intended for 
the Freshers’ Pack.

Bakeer M arkar is the  only 
current sabbatical officer on 
the  Task Force.

I t  is understood th a t Lunat 
and Bakeer M arkar decided to 
p u t a separate  letter, which 
contained more controversial 
language, abou t the  m otion 
in to  F reshers’ Pack w ithou t 
consulting  the  en tire  Task 
Force. Bakeer M arkar c irculat­
ed a le tte r  aro u n d  the  
Executive Committee, inviting 
comments.

The tex t of the  original let­
te r  was changed, because it 
seemed out of line w ith the 
original motion. Only Lunat 
and Bakeer M arkar signed the 
final letter.

Doug Oliver, form er 
Returning Officer, said, “I think 
it would be im portant th a t you 
‘ham m er hom e’ the need for 
Fadhil [Bakeer M arkar] to  act 
responsibly. His promise a t  the 
election to be an effective rep­
resentative to ‘unite’ all s tu ­
dents was p erhaps spurious

Letter sent to  all new LSE studen ts

Dear S tudent,

C ongratulations o n  your offer to  study a t th e  LSE! I w ould  like to  take th is o pportun ity  to  inform y ou ab o u t ou r tw in­
ning a rrangem en t w ith An-Najah University in occup ied  Palestine a nd  ou r su p p o rt for th e  Right to  Education of

The LSE Student's  [sic] Union su p p o rts  th e  Right to  E ducation Cam paign based  in Palestine. In th e  last five years over 
800 Palestinian children have b e e n  killed by th e  Israeli O ccupation  Forces a nd  over seventy  educational establish­
m en ts  have b e e n  d am ag ed  o r destroyed. W e a re  taking a  noble  s te p  in supporting  ou r fellow Palestinians in their 
struggle to  acquire a rveducation, a  basic h u m an  right w hich is violently d en ied  by Israel.

The LSE studen t's  [sic] un ion  is also proudly tw inning  w ith An-Najah University in th e  northern  W est Bank city o f 
Nablus. By tw inning  w ith A n-Najah University w e  a re  making a clear s tand  in su p p o rt o f th e  Palestinian p light a nd  

against th e  Israeli military o ccupa tion  o f Palestine th a t has its 40th  anniversary d uring this year. O ur tw inning p ro ­
g ram m e  will focus o n  th ree  key areas: academ ic c ooperation , cultural in terchange a nd  practical support. W e will also 
w ork w ith a d ed ica ted  g ro u p  o f LSE academ ics th a t have b een  trying to  e stablish links w ith Palestinian universities.

An-Najah university h as b een  active in th e  service of th e  Palestinian com m unity  a t  th e  local a n d  national levels a n d  it 
is an  integral pa rt o f local com m unity  deve lopm en t. The university has beco m e  a  cradle a nd  an  incubato r for a  p le th o ­
ra o f social an d  civic activities. An-Najah w as fo unded  in 1918 as a  small school and  u pgraded  to  university s ta tu s in 
1977 to  m ee t th e  evolving need s of th e  Palestinian society. Today An-Najah University is th e  b iggest Palestinian univer­
sity offering over sixty bachelor d eg rees  a nd  m ore th an  thirty masters.

N evertheless, p ursuing educa tion  in Palestine is a un ique a nd  dan g ero u s challenge. Israeli policies o f segregation , iso­
lation an d  persecu tion  o f th e  Palestinian popu lation  have deprived  th e  s tu d en ts  in Nablus o f their rights. M any s tu ­
d e n ts  a t  An-Najah university have b e e n  killed or c ap tu red  and  w ere im prisoned by  th e  Israeli O ccupation  Forces w ith­
o u t charge. O thers have b een  preven ted  from  reaching the ir universities th rough  checkpoin ts a nd  curfews. Foreigners 
have b e e n  prohib ited  from a tten d in g  Palestinian universities a nd  den ied  en try  into th e  coun try  w ith th e  expressed 
pu rpose  o f isolating Palestinian s tuden ts  from international solidarity. Mais, a  tw en ty  year o ld [sic] fem ale Pharm acy 
s tu d e n t a t An-Najah says,'T he im age for th e  future in m y eyes is vague; I feel th a t th ere  is no  future under th e se  c o n ­
ditions. The O ccupation  is dam ag ing  ou r h o p es  a nd  every dream  th a t w as built in ou r m ind is in th e  past. Som etim es 
w e  live w ith no  school, no  University and  no  jo b  a nd  it feels like w e  also live w ith no  hope. This all a ffects th e  w ay w e 
look a t life a nd  th e  future. S om ehow  in th e  e n d  it seem s th a t th e  c louds will lift a n d  desp ite  everything w e  feel m ore 
d e te rm in ed  to  fulfil ou r a m bitions a nd  to  g o  on."

Twinning our S tudent's  [sic] Union with An-Najah University is a small a lbeit im portan t s te p  to  lift th e  c louds over 
Palestine a nd  bring h o p e  to  its o pp ressed  studen ts. If you w ould  like to  take  part in this initiative in defence  o f hum an 

rights a n d  th e  right to  education  please c o n tac t Ziyaad Lunat o n  su.socpaiestine@ lse.ac.uk hv th e  1 9 *  o f O ctober 
2007. W e look forward to  w elcom ing  you a t th e  LSE!

Yours sincerely,

Fadhil Bakeer Markar 
G eneral Secretary

given some elem ents of his 
record, b u t it  is clear a t this 
first opportunity he has failed 
fundamentally.”

During last week’s UGM 
Bakeer M arkar said, “We recog­
nize th a t  some students have 
been offended by the  le tte r  
regarding the Palestinian tw in-

Ziyaad Lunat
M ature & Part-tim e S tuden ts  Officer, President o f LSESU Palestine Society

ning and  the  R ight to 
E ducation  cam paign. The 
S tu d en ts’ U nion E xecutive 
[Committee] is focusing on this 
and discussing this, and for­
m alising an official apology for 
the  students who have been 
offended, and we will p u t th at 
apology in all SU medias [sic]

as soon as possible.”
Dan Sheldon, Secretary of 

the LSE SU Labour Society, 
asked if Bakeer M arkar “over­
stepped his m andate”. When 
Bakeer M arkar denied the alle­
gation, Sheldon pressed, “Why 
are you apologising?”

Bakeer M arkar also

claim ed th a t he received no 
complaints about the  letter. He 
repeatedly denied th a t his tele­
phone number, email and an 
invitation for comments were 
absen t from  the letter. 
However, it was pointed out to 
him  th a t the telephone num ber 
was incomplete and only his 
facsim ile and Palestine  
Society’s email address were in 
the letter.

In an email to The Beaver, 
L unat claim ed,“tex t [of the let­
ter] reflects the  R ight to 
Education Campaign th a t our 
S tuden ts’ Union is affiliated 
w ith.” Objectors have pointed 
out, however, th a t a search on 
the Right To Education w ebsite 
gives no results for phrases 
‘Israeli Occupation Forces’, 
‘Israel occupation’ and  
‘Palestine occupation’, which 
were used in the letter.

Carsley added th at about 
15 people have asked if “any­
thing is being done about the 
letter...saying it was absolutely 
unacceptable”.

A committee m ember of the 
Jewish Society, who did not 
wish to be nam ed, said, 
“Members of LSE staff and 
s tudent body enquired about 
the  steps being taken for w hat 
one person ... described as a 
‘shocking le tter’.”

An em ail from  P alestine 
Society, d istrib u ted  by 
S ocialist W orker S tuden ts 
Society, said, “Some individuals 
did not take lightly the democ­
ratic  choice of our [LSE] SU 
and proceeded to underm ine 
our students’ choice.”

A C onstitu tion  and 
Steering  Com m ittee (C&S) 
meeting was held on Monday 
evening as The Beaver w ent to 
press. James Ketteringham , a 
mem ber of the C&S, said th at 
the  comm ittee w ill be “looking 
a t the original m otion to deter­
mine [its] opinion as to w hether 
rules were broken.”

GenSec Response
Fadhil Bakeer Markar 
SU G eneral Secretary

F irst of all I would like to 
question  the n eu tra lity  
of this news article. The 

au thor of this article is using 
The Beaver to p u t forw ard his 
own agenda, ra th er than  w rit­
ing an  unbiased news article.

I d id  go to  the  Israeli 
Society AGM, th is  was to 
exp lain  to them  abou t the  
UGM m otion which m andated 
the  LSESU to “promote w ider 
understanding of the im pact of 
the  Israeli occupation on edu­
cation  in Palestine universi­
ties” and  how we based the let­
te r  on th a t m andate. I d id apol­
ogize for causing any offence to 
any s tuden t who we as the  
LSESU represent. One point to 
clarify is th a t I have not m en­
tioned a t  any point th a t the let­
te r  was drafted  before I took 
office.

As the  LSESU  codes of 
practices s ta te , a sabbatical 
officer should chair any task- 
force m andated by the UGM, 
and as none of the curren t sab­
baticals were members of the 
taskforce earlier, as General 
Secretary I took over from Joel 
Kenrick (Treasurer 2006-2007). 
We have had no m eetings 
because during  sum m er not 
many students are around, and 
freshers will only be arriving in 
October.

The Sabbatical team  decid­
ed collectively to send a letter, 
the  whole Executive was con­
sulted on the  content of this 
letter before sending it out. It 
was requested th a t inform ation 
regarding the  m otion passed 
should be included in  the SU 
handbook. However th is  
request was com m unicated 
from the previous sabbatical 
officers to the  current sabbati­
cal officers afteF the handbook 
deadline. Th'uLtHW decision was

m ade to include a le tter to 
inform new students about the 
in itia tiv e  since th is  le tte r  
would be virtually equivalent 
to a handbook entry due to fact 
the letter possessed the  same 
audience and tim ing of d istri­
bution. Since the m otion m an­
dates the Union “To promote 
w ider u n derstand ing  of the 
im pact of the Israeli occupa­
tion  on education  in 
Palestinian universities”, it was 
adequate to have consulted the 
executive only.

I signed the letter as the 
G eneral Secretary  of the  
LSESU, who is the  prim ary 
officer responsible of im ple­
m enting and prom oting union 
policies. The letter was drafted 
by Ziyaad Lunat in his capac­
ity  a s  a m em ber of the  
Executive and  due to  the  
knowledge he possessed, a t 
least in part, from his presiden­
cy'Of 'th e  LSESUi Palestinian 
Society. Since Ziyaad was both

the au thor of the letter and the 
in stig a to r  of the  original 
m otion its seemed fitting  to 
credit his contribution w ith his 
s ignature , nam e and title  
detailed on the le tter alongside 
the  General Secretary’s. It was 
im portant the document gave a 
named contact and a collection 
of individuals fam iliar w ith the 
issues a t hand. The presence of 
the  su.soc.palestine@ lse.ac.uk 
email address is thus justifiable 
under this reasoning. In addi­
tion  to th is  the  le tterhead  
should and did, in many cases, 
detail contact inform ation for 
the LSESU itself.

As stated  a t  the UGM, the 
SU Executive w ill be d is­
cussing this a t its m eeting on 
Tuesday 16th October, and will 
formalise and apology to the 
students th is  has caused an 
offence.

Text o f UGM Motion

Union Resolves:

1 -That the LSE SU tw in  w ith  a 
Palestinian University and affiliate w ith  
the Right to  Education Campaign
2 - To form an Ad-Hoc Task Force tha t will 
facilitate a cultural exchange between 
LSE SU and the chosen Palestinian 
University Student's Council to  enhance 
mutual understanding
3 - To prom ote w ider understanding o f 
the im pact o f the Israeli occupation on 
education in Palestinian universities.
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Students turn to prostitution
■  S tudents a t Cambridge and across the  capital are resorting to the  w orld’s oldest profession

Timothy Root
N ew s Editor

The Cam bridge University 
stu d en t new spaper, 
Varsity, has published  

reports of student prostitution 
a t the University. This follows 
research findings a t  Kingston 
U niversity  in  south-w est 
London las t year of more and 
more students entering the “sex 
industry” as a way to earn  extra 
money.

The a rtic le  in  Varsity 
quotes one girl in particu lar 
who said she worked routinely 
as a call girl in her f irst year. 
She was reputedly earning £50 
per hour, and a t the height of 
her activities slept w ith  40-50 
men over a period  of two 
months. She once visited seven 
men in one night.

She to ld  Varsity, “I m et 
other students who did i t  too. 
Once you’ve done it, i t  is tem pt­
ing. If you need quick, easy 
money, it ’s there.”

A nother stu d en t, who 
apparently worked as a strip­
per earning £100 per dance, 
said, “I t  can  be so 
degrad ing ...bu t, w hen I ’m 
home, I ’m not going to  stack 
shelves a t  M orrison’s for £5.50 
an hour w hen I could do this. 
There are  the moments I really 
don’t  w ant to  do it, b u t i t  is cer­
tainly character building.” 

M ark Fletcher, Head of the
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Varsity, the student new spaper
Cam bridge U niversity
Students’ Union, said the a rti­
cle d ealt w ith “very isolated 
cases” , b u t Rob W allach, 
Secretary  of the  university’s 
Senior Tutors’ Committee, said 
he was “very concerned” by the 
claims. He went on to  say th at 
“senior tu tors would w ant to 
do everything they could to 
give support to  students well 
before any found themselves in

MIL,. I
of Cambridge University, has exposed prostitution on campus

such a situation”.
The LSE S tudents’ Union 

W omen’s Officer, Daisy 
M itchell-Forster, echoed this 
sentiment: “Given the  precari­
ous f inancial s itu a tio n  th a t  
many students find themselves 
in and the spiralling student 
debts exacerba ted  by the 
G overnm ent and  university  
Directors, it is no t surprising to 
hear reports th a t prostitu tion  is

on the  rise a t some universi­
ties.”

However, she added th a t 
“women should rem ember th at 
the reality  is th a t prostitution 
is an extremely dangerous and 
dehum anising activity, th a t, 
w hilst presented to some as a 
choice, is one induced by finan­
cial hardship and other such 
social demands imposed upon 
students in our society”.

New name for 
Masti Ke Rang
Vishal Banerjee
Senior R ep o rte r

Plans for the  LSE’s largest 
cu ltu ral show have 
recently  been unveiled 

u n d e r the  new  nam e of 
Timeless. This follows on from 
the  success of last year’s Masti 
Ke Rang  a t  th e  Peacock 
Theatre, which was received 
en thusiastica lly  by s tuden ts 
from various London universi­
ties.

The organisers say the  
nam e Timeless has been chosen 
for the cu ltural show as i t  plans 
to  feature a m ix of trad itional 
and contem porary performing 
arts. The event is planned for 
la te  D ecem ber o r early  
January.

All proceeds from the event 
w ill go to The Prince’s Trust, 
the charity  for young people set 
up by the Prince of Wales.

This year the organisers of 
Masti Ke Rang  and The Dance 
Show  a re  co llaborating  to 
revamp the image of the  cul­
tu ra l event. Over 25 societies 
have been invited to w ork w ith 
the show committee in an effort 
to  increase the d iversity of per­
formers. Last year M asti Ke 
Rang  sold over 800 tickets and 
m anaged to raise around £3000 
for charity. The organisers of

Timeless are aim ing to sell over 
1000 tickets, a goal they hope 
to achieve by broadening their 
cu ltural base a t the LSE.

Timeless  w ill include 
dance, m usic and  fashion 
events performed by students 
a t  the  LSE. The organisers are 
looking to book out a m ajor 
West E nd Theatre to  increase 
the profile of the show. The 
show is looking for corporate 
sponsorship to  fund some of 
the planned events.

M ikesh Vora, who is 
President of the show alongside 
S eeta H aria , sa id , “U tilising  
our w ealth  in  cu ltural diversity 
we believe th a t  we can p u t on a 
cu ltu ral show, Timeless, th at 
showcases the passion, talen t 
and team work of LSE students 
outside the classroom. In order 
to m ake this show as spectacu­
la r  as we hope i t  can be, i t  is 
im portan t th a t  all LSE s tu ­
dents come together and work 
as a team .”

Over 400 students signed 
up for Timeless a t  Freshers’ fair 
and a  Facebook group has also 
been estab lished  to  increase 
interest. Auditions for the  show 
w ill be h e ld  on Tuesday, 
W ednesday and  T hursday  of 
this week and the organisers of 
Timeless have strongly encour­
aged any potential participants 
to join.

Protest surveillance criticised
■  Police take photographs and  video footage of participants in anti-w ar protest

Photograph: David Osborn

Protestors campaign outside the Houses of Parliam ent

LSE Careers 
website chaos
■  Consultancy fair ru sh  overloads system

David Osborn

Last Tuesday thousands of 
people from  a ll over 
B rita in  ra llied  in 

Trafalgar Square in opposition 
to the presence of B ritish forces 
in Iraq. Beneath the banner 
“Not one more death, bring  all 
the  troops home now ” the 
crowd was addressed by Tony 
Benn, George Galloway and 
Brian Eno among others.

During the rally and march 
there was a large police pres­
ence. This included a t least two 
team s of police photographers 
taking both photographs and 
video footage. The police pho­
tographers w ere using  large 
zoom lenses and  appeared to  be 
photographing individual par­
ticipants.

Throughout the rally  the 
police took pho tographs of 
participants from the steps of 
the N ational Gallery as well as 
from among the  crowd. The 
M etropolitan Police were con­
tacted but refused to comment 
on the surveillance, o ther than  
to say th a t  i t  was “standard  
practice.”

Chris Nineham, one of the 
m arch’s organisers, called the 
surveillance “o u trageous”, 
adding,“The m ain purpose is to 
in tim ida te  and m ake people 
th ink there is something inher­
ently wrong w ith dem onstrat­
ing.”

The event, which included a 
m arch on Parliam ent Square, 
was tim ed to  coincide w ith  
G ordon B row n’s appearance 
before the House of Commons 
and  w h a t was b illed  as an 
im portan t announcem ent 
regarding the  war. D uring his

appearance Brown announced 
th a t  he planned to  w ithdraw  
half of B rita in ’s rem ain ing  
forces in Iraq  by next spring, 
which would bring the num ber 
of deployed troops to 2,500.

The organisers had 
requested to be able to march 
on Parliam ent Square b u t they 
had been to ld  th a t the  m arch 
would not be allowed because 
of a law  from 1839, which is 
m eant to  guarantee the free­
dom of movement of MPs to

and  from  P arliam ent. The 
organisers had  p lanned  to 
m arch on Parliam ent Square in 
defiance of the  ban, b u t were 
gran ted  perm ission from the 
M etropolitan Police only one 
hour before the event.

Nineham  said the ban was 
a “worrying attem pt to restrict 
civil liberties and the right to 
pro test” and th a t i t  attem pted 
to insulate MPs in  a physical 
sense from  th e  public . The 
organisers of the event were

pleased w ith the turnout, par­
ticularly student participation, 
as well as the  overall success of 
the  m arch and  sa id  i t  was 
indicative of the bitterness and 
anger fe lt tow ards the 
Government’s w ar policies.

The event con tinued  to 
highlight the  tension between 
the Government and  the public 
caused by the w ar in Iraq. To 
da te  170 British soldiers have 
been killed in Iraq  and though 
the  num ber of w ounded is 
w ithheld  by the M inistry of 
Defence, use of the American 
ra tio  of k illed-to-w ounded 
(1:9.67) suggests th a t  there may 
be more th an  1,500 wounded. 
According to  a report pu b ­
lished last m onth by the British

The.ihain purpose 
l^KMntimidate and 
make people think 
there is something 

inherently wrong 
with demonstrating.

independen t polling  agency 
Opinion Research Business, the 
num ber of Iraqi civilian deaths 
is in the vicinity of 1.2 million. 
There is estim ated to be two 
million Iraqis displaced within 
the  country and an additional 

i two. m illion external refugees, 
rilod 8bw 9-jniS .{tetooS

Simon W ang
Senior R ep o rte r_______

Stu d en ts  experienced 
severe difficu lties last 
week when using im por­

ta n t  p a rts  of the  C areers’ 
Service website.

The section of the website 
th a t allows students to book 
appoin tm ents and  events 
crashed  repeatedly, forcing 
many to resort to visiting the 
C areers Service to  book an 
appointm ent in person.

The Careers Service stated 
th a t it was aware of the prob­
lem and blam ed high demand 
for the breakdow n in service.

Fiona Sandford, D irector of 
the  Careers Service, told The 
Beaver th a t last Thursday was 
particularly  difficult due to the 
fact th a t  students were s tarting  
to book for this week’s popular 
Consultancy Fair.

The release of ap p o in t­
ments for CV and cover letter 
checks a t 9.30am generated a 
large am ount of traffic into the 
Careers Service website, also 
causing system crashes lasting 
betw een 30 m inutes and an 
hour on Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday of last week.

The Beaver was told th at 
the supplier of the software is 
aware of the  problem  and has 
increased the capacity  twice 
las t week. They have promised 
th a t ensuring th a t  the system is 
robust is their highest priority.

S tudents who have visited 
the  Careers Service have 
expressed th e ir  fru s tra tio n  
w ith  the  system ’s failings. 
However, many seemed to  th ink  
th a t  the  Careers Service is 
doing a good job handling the 
situation and th a t  turn ing  up 
a t the Careers Service ensured 
only a short w ait for an 
appointm ent la te r th a t day.

Problems at the Careers Service:
9.30am, 8-10 October: system crashes 
when students register for 
appointments

mm 11 October: interest in Consultancy
™  Fair downs system for 90 minutes

Call 020 7995 7135 to arrange an 
appointment in the event of system  

- ■' f a i l u r e - 1 ' 1 1 ril°*‘,f! b ffle ib  sai2£w BniloBOD
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Mice invade the 
Goverment Dept
Ruchika Tulshyan 
Senior R ep o rte r

The LSE G overnm ent 
D epartm ent may have a 
new type of pest to deal 

with, beyond the latest surge of 
freshers. In  an email sent out 
to all LSE studen ts in the 
Governm ent D epartm ent, it 
was outlined las t week th at 
Connaught House had a “mice 
prob lem ” . The Governm ent 
Departm ent has just moved to 
Connaught House th is  term , 
afte r  residing in  L inco ln ’s 
Chambers for many years.

The email sent out by the 
adm inistrative assistan t of the 
Government D epartm ent s ta t­
ed: “This has implications for 
the health  and safety of all of 
those who work and study here. 
W hile the  problem  is being 
dealt w ith  as best as possible 
by pest control, we too have a 
responsibility to ensure th a t we 
are not encouraging the mice.”

The email also had guide­
lines to help m ake the depart­
m ent “a  less appealing place for 
our furry friends”, including 
suggestions to clean up  mess 
and put food in secure contain­
ers.

According to  an  LSE 
spokesperson, the problem  in 
Connaught House was identi­
fied this m onth and pest con­
trol was contacted, resulting in 
the  third, fourth and fifth  floor 
areas being baited. The prem is­

Connaught House, home of the Departm ent of Government

es a re  scheduled to  have a 
weekly check until the problem 
is eradicated b u t staff and stu ­
dents have been encouraged to 
help in  playing their p a rt to 
keep the cam pus clean. The 
School has stated, “We also ask 
th a t students and staff inform 
the School immediately if mice 
o r  o ther verm in are  spotted 
w ith in  School buildings.”

A th ird  year Government 
student has said, “I ’m absolute­
ly disgusted to hear about this 
problem. As a result, I prefer 
g e tting  in  touch  w ith  the 
departm ent via email and even 
requested to  meet my depart­
m ental tu to r  away from her 
office to  avoid going to 
Connaught House.”

E lizabe th  Fison, a th ird  
year Government student and 
the LSE SU S tuden ts w ith  
D isabilities Officer comment­
ed, “Wild mice, as w ith other 
pests, are a problem generally 
in m odem  life. W hile I don 't 
like them  being in the 
G overnm ent departm en t, I 
judge d epartm en ts on o ther 
issues. I hope, however, th at 
the causes w ill be tackled, such 
as finding where the mice are 
coming from and keeping the 
area clear of food so the mice 
d on 't keep retu rn ing , ra th e r 
than  the usual approach taken 
in today's world of k illing them 
w ith  the  pain  of traps or poi­
son.”

Paul Kennedy on 
reforming the UN
Estee Fresco

International Graduates 
Scheme launched
■  Overseas students can spend an extra year in the  UK post-graduation

On Thursday 11 October, 
Professor Paul Kennedy 
gave a speech entitled 

“Reforming the U nited Nations 
M ission Im possible?” 

Kennedy is the  first Philippe 
Roman Chair in History and 
In te rn atio n al Affairs a t the 
LSE. The professor d id  not 
tackle  the question  of UN 
reform by dressing up  like Tom 
Cruise and scaling the walls of 
the auditorium ; instead , he 
used a historical approach to 
answer the question.

Kennedy noted th a t the UN 
was bom  out of the failure of 
the League of Nations, so it was 
crucial th a t the  UN avoid the 
m istakes of its predecessor. At 
the  tim e th a t  the  UN was 
founded, small nations relied 
on peace-loving, powerful 
countries to  provide them  with 
security  if they  were chal­
lenged. A t the same time, there 
was a r ising  concern th a t 
Germany and Japan  w ould rise 
to power again and pursue a 
p lan  of aggression.

UN founding fathers, like 
S ir  Charles W ebster and 
Gladwyn Jebb, felt th a t  if large 
countries w ere requ ired  to 
m ain tain  peace and security, 
they were entitled to a special 
place in the UN. This rationale 
explains why the  perm anent 
m em bers of the  Security  
Council were given special 
powers to  m ake decisions

regard ing  w ar and  peace. 
Finally, Kennedy claims th at 
the  big players like Webster 
and Jebb “absolutely had to 
keep the big elephants inside 
the  circus ten t”. In o ther words, 
they had to avoid the risk th at 
countries such as America, 
Russia and  G erm any w ould 
refuse to be p a rt of the UN.

As all powerful countries 
had to agree to  be p art of the 
UN, the in ternational organisa­
tion had to strike a  compromise 
between the  ideals d rafted  in 
the charter and the “harsh  real­
ities of great power politics”. 
Kennedy observed th a t there is 
a tension in the UN between 
the political interests of the 
five perm anent m embers on the 
Security Council and the idea
Photograph: LSE website

th a t  these countries should be 
the ones to create and m aintain 
global security.

The professor doubts th at 
the negative capacities of the 
perm anen t m em bers can  be 
reduced or th a t new members 
can be p u t on the  Security 
Council. The fact th a t all the 
perm anen t m em bers of the  
G eneral Assembly have to 
approve any changes to the UN 
C h arte r and th a t  a ll these 
countries have political in ter­
ests makes charter reform diffi­
cult. Considering th a t existing 
perm anent members have the 
capacity to “paralyze the pro­
posal of action”, he suggested 
th at any increase in the num ber 
of perm anent members would 
only increase this problem.

I
Paul Kennedy,the inaugural Philippe Roman Chair a t the LSE

Ruchika Tulshyan
Senior R e p o rte r

International LSE students 
may now have a whole new 
reason to stay in the  U nited 

K ingdom  a fte r  th e ir  degree 
th an k s  to the  In te rn atio n al 
Graduates Scheme (IGS).

As of May this year, in ter­
national students g raduating  
from a UK Bachelors, M asters 
or PhD degree program me have 
been able to apply on their own 
behalf for permission to  stay 
and work in the UK for 12 
m onths under the IGS.

The application is open to 
all in te rn atio n al students, 
regardless of their course of 
study  and  w hen they  com­
menced university; as long as 
they graduate afte r May 2007. 
Though the permission cannot 
be extended beyond the initial 
12 m onths it is g ranted for, i t  is 
possible to  apply for transfer to 
another work permission pro­
gramme o r perm it, such as the 
H ighly Skilled M igrant 
Program me (HSMP) o r Work 
Permits. Both of these can be 
routes to perm anent settlem ent 
in the  UK, according to the 
LSE Careers Service website.

The School’s international 
students, who m ake up  over 50 
percent of the student body, 
now have the opportunity to 
spend an  extra  year in the UK 
and explore options in various 
career fields. “It will definitely 
be something I would like to 
apply for w hen I g raduate  next

year. If the  IGS then translates 
into a full work perm it, all the 
better, b u t ju st th a t ex tra  year 
to w ork in the UK, I th ink, will 
be a great sta rt to my career,” 
said a second year Economics 
u n d erg rad u a te  from  Hong 
Kong.

According to Fiona
Sandford -  Director of the LSE 
Careers Service - How ard 
Davies and the  LSE Careers

LSE has 
done more 

than any 
other UK 

university to 
promote 1GS

C areers  Se

service cam paigned strongly 
for IGS and have been actively 
promoting the  scheme since its 
introduction earlier this year. 
“LSE deserves some credit for 
the introduction of IGS, it was 
som ething we worked very 
hard towards achieving,” said 
Ms Sandford.

However, th e  Careers 
Service does stress th a t many 
big organisations have been 
approaching the IGS w ith cau­
tion  as the Scheme is not p a r­

ticularly well understood. Ms 
Sandford em phasised, “Many 
employers a re  w ary of it 
because there is no absolute 
guarantee th a t the  IGS will 
transla te  to a full work per­
m it.”

W hile the Scheme has been 
well-received by more niche 
employers, NGO’s, Think Tanks 
and sm aller organisations, the 
C areers Service has w arned  
in ternational students not to 
expect all employers to even 
know abou t IGS, although 
much has been done to educate 
m ajor organisations about it.

“LSE has done more than 
any o ther UK university to  pro­
mote IGS and although there is 
still a level of ignorance about 
the  Scheme, students should 
take  the opportunity to  educate 
employers ab o u t i t  th rough 
th e ir  applications and in te r­
views,” Ms Sandford added.

Does this m ean th a t in ter­
national students may finally 
have an easier route to work 
and live in  the UK? Not neces­
sarily. But one thing is for sure: 
w ith the introduction of IGS, 
in te rn atio n al s tuden ts may 
now have the opportunity to 
‘tes t’ out if the UK is the best 
place for their career aspira­
tions before they  begin the 
arduous process of work perm it 
applications.

Full and up to  date details 
on the IGS can be found on 
w w w .b ia .h o m eo ffice .g o v .u k  
and on work perm its in  the 
Schemes and Programmes sec­
tion of
www.workingintheuk.gov.uk.

Professor challenges 
Asia’s “Islamic Threat”
R achael O'Rourke

John Sidel, Professor of 
In te rn atio n al and

Com parative P olitics a t 
the LSE, has been praised by 
Asian media for his work criti­
cising W estern understanding 
of Islam ist terro rism  in 
Southeast Asia.

In  his essay “The Islamic 
T hreat in Southeast Asia: A 
R eassessm ent”, Sidel argues 
th at legislators, academics and 
journalists all greatly exagger­
a te  the Islamist th rea t to the 
region.

S peaking to The Beaver, 
Sidel argued th a t the “Islamist 
th re a t” has been grossly infla t­
ed and  th a t  Islam ic groups 
w ith in  Indonesia, M alaysia, 
Thailand and the Philippines 
have faced continual “decline, 
disappointm ent, and disentan­
glem ent from sta te  pow er”.

The m ost fundam ental 
question asked is w hether there 
ac tua lly  ex ists  an  “Islam ist 
th re a t” a t all in the region. He 
suggests th a t  the widely 
accepted current depiction of 
“the  collective good...being 
th rea ten ed  by dangerous 
zealots” is ultim ately based on 
inform ation provided by the 
reg ion’s security  services, 
despite their record of corrup­
tion and covert m anipulation 
of Islamist organisations.

Sidel accuses the  media, 
governments and “pseudo-aca­
dem ic terro rism  ex p erts” of 
"selection bias". Instead  of

S upporters of a radical Indonesian cleric protest in 2003
focusing on the relatively few 
hostile events th a t  have 
occurred, such groups should 
emphasise “how much violence 
has n o t [occurred]” and the 
“m illions and  m illions of 
Muslims who are  not terro r­
ists”.

M ichael Vatikiotis, of the 
Hong Kong-based Asia Times, 
was quick to praise Sidel for 
“stand ing  up  to the  myths 
being perpetuated about Islam 
and  M uslim  iden tity  in 
Southeast A sia”.

However, he suggested th at 
Sidel had  underplayed  the 
im portance of Islamic political 
and social assertiveness, claim­
ing th a t  in some countries 
“there is insufficient ideologi­
cal ballast to counter the  forces 
of Islam  and therefore insuffi­
cient middle ground on which

to contest elections.”
In response, Sidel points 

out th a t  Islam ist parties  in 
Indonesia only claim a m inori­
ty of the electorate while the 
ruling p arty  of Malaysia, the 
UMNO, has rem ained in power 
for the  last fifty years. He adds 
th a t he does not ignore general 
tren d s  of rising Islam ic 
assertiveness, merely interprets 
them  as “im portant signs of 
Islam ist difficulties, Islam ist 
decline, Islam ist d isappo in t­
ment, Islamist defensiveness”.

He asserts th a t small events 
should not be elevated “into a 
grander narrative of Islamist 
struggle” and th a t the forces of 
Islamism should be encouraged 
to become “im portant players 
in the process of dem ocratiza­
tion  in Southeast A sia”.
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Give peace a chance
Douglas
Oliver

To ju s tify  the suppression o f  fre ed o m  o f  expres­
sion in defence o f  the r igh t to education is noth­
ing short o f  self-contradiction

In  their le tter of October 
2nd, M r L u n at, Mr 
U nkovsci-K orica and  Mr 

Caspell, outline their reasons 
for supporting the  University 
and  College U nion’s (UCU) 
decision of May 30 to  discuss a 
possible academ ic boycott of 
Israel. Amongst other things, 
they laud  the universal r ight to 
education, declare themselves 
inheritors of the School’s pro­
gressive trad itions and claim 
to be cham pions fo r the 
oppressed Palestinian people.

However, as their support 
for the wholly counter-produc­
tive UCU m otion shows, their 
commitment to the  universali­
ty  of access to education is 
questionable and their opposi­
tion is indicative of how little  
they have to offer the  people of 
the Occupied Territories. More 
broadly, despite the abandon­
m ent of the proposal last week 
for being in contravention of 
an ti-d isc rim in a tio n  leg isla­
tion , the  fac t th a t  such a 
counter-productive proposal 
was seriously considered is a 
w orrying ind ication  of the 
po larised  an d  in trac tab le  
n a tu re  of the  Israeli- 
Palestinian debate, both in the 
UK and elsewhere.

The m otion proposing a 
d iscussion on “the  m oral

im plications of links w ith 
Israeli academic institu tions” 
passed by 158 votes to  99, at 
the UCU annual conference,

Academic freedom is 
not only fundamental 
to intellectual debate 

and learning in an 
education system, 

but also a central fea­
ture to any society 

that wishes to defend 
freedom of speech

did not in  itself confirm a boy­
cott. Nevertheless, it was cer­
tainly designed as a  pre-cursor 
to the  passage of one the fol­
lowing year. Voted upon by a 
small delegation unrepresen­
tative of the  UCU’s w ider 
m em bership, the  move was 
widely condemned by religious 
groups and politicians across 
the  B ritain  and was comment­
ed on in European , north

A m erican and  th e  M iddle 
Eastern Press. W hatever the 
motivations behind those who 
pursued the policy, there are 
several reasons why it  is clear 
th a t  the  policy flies in the face 
of the  enlightened trad itions 
of British academ ia and is of 
no assistance to  the  campaign 
for a ju s t se ttlem en t to 
Palestinian grievances.

The im plem entation of the 
policy is extremely crude on a 
practical level. As a simplistic 
treatm ent of Israel as unified 
whole, th e  boycott rejects 
w ithou t d istinc tion  Israeli 
m oderates, liberals , Israelis 
seeking disengagement as well 
as all A rab-Israelis -  along 
w ith more “extrem e” pools of 
academic thought. Indeed the 
irony of such a boycott is th at 
i t  would silence the  group in 
Israeli society w ith  perhaps 
the strongest record of stand­
ing up to governm ent policies 
in  Gaza and the  West Bank: it 
is from Israeli universities th at 
conscripts have cam paigned 
ag a in st serving in  the 
Occupied Territories. In fact, 
on the very day the boycott 
motion was passed, Israeli aca­
demics called for free move­
m ent for Palestinian students 
between the West Bank and 
Gaza.

Though failed, the  spectre 
of a boycott has already helped 
underm ine Israeli m oderates 
who w ill be essential if the 
M iddle E ast can s ta rt facing 
up  to some of its in tractable 
problems. This move has given 
credence to the  facile equation 
of E uropean  anti-Z ionism  
w ith anti-Sem itism . I t is in 
these conditions th a t  the 
already resurgent Israeli right, 
led by Netanyahu and Likud, 
will prosper from a  strength­
ened sense of siege m entality 
amongst the Israeli people.

Though the au thors of the 
letter frequently claim  inheri­
tance to the veritable princi­
ples of the School’s founders, it 
seems unlikely th a t the Webbs 
-  whose unequivocal support 
for academ ic freedom  has 
come to define th e  LSE -  
would have had much tim e for 
the  UCU’s actions th a t Lunat 
e t al so fervently support. By 
institu ting  an “academic boy­
cott” i t  is c lear th a t the central 
purpose of the  “academy” -  as 
an arena for inquiry, debate 
and controversy -  is critically 
underm ined. Academic free­
dom is not only fundam ental 
to  debate and learning in an 
education system, but also a 
feature central to any society 
th a t wishes to defend freedom 
of speech. The practical and 
moral value of the  freedom to 
speak is, as J.S. Mill explained: 
“If the opinion is right, [peo­
ple] are  deprived of the oppor-

James

Lunat

In terna tiona l pressure can help produce change, 
and  an academ ic boycott jo in  a pha lanx o f  fo r ­
eign opposition to controversial Israeli policies

Last May, the University 
and  College Union 
(UCU) passed a motion 

for its branches to  discuss sup­
porting the growing in te rna­
tional movement which advo­
cates a boycott of collabora­
tion w ith Israeli institutions in 
response to the m ilitary occu­
pation of Palestine. The motion 
did not call for an  imm ediate 
boycott, b u t for a debate. I t  did 
not advocate a specific politi­
cal programme but it request­
ed th a t  academics examine the 
im plications of their existing 
links w ith Israeli universities.

None of the  boycotters 
wish to stop talk ing  to Israeli 
academics b u t they ask UCU 
members to consider if they 
should  con tinue to conduct 
th e ir  usual business w ith 
Israeli institutions, regardless 
of th e ir  actions in the  
Occupied Territories.

The supporte rs of the 
motion have since been target­
ed, in tim ida ted  and th re a t­
ened. The UCU leadership has 
banned  d iscussion of the 
Israeli academic boycott, cit­
ing ‘legal advice’, in an a ttem pt 
to s u b v e r t .^  dejpQC^atic.yqte.^

of the  union’s highest deci­
sion-m aking body. The elite 
Russell Group of universities 
have in tu rn  sought to defend 
w hat they superficially label 
as “academ ic freedom ” for 
Israeli academ ics; ignoring 
th a t  i t  comes a t  the  d irect 
expense of Palestinians to live 
and study in peace. In Israel, 
such “freedom s” have been 
b u ilt and  supported  by the 
oppression of the Palestinian 
people through a 40-year m ili­
tary  occupation.

Many observers across the 
w orld have com pared the 
Israeli s ta te  to aparthe id  
South Africa; Nelson Mandela, 
Desmond Tutu, Jimmy Carter 
and Noam Chomsky have all 
condem ned the  b ru ta l and 
institutionalised ethnic segre­
gation  of two peoples who 
share a history of attachm ent 
to the M iddle East.

John D ugard, a South  
African professor and UN spe­
cial rap p o rteu r on hum an 
rights in the Palestinian terri­
tories, s ta ted  earlier this year: 
“Israel’s laws and practices in 
the  Occupied Palestin ian

djiriw  no bnuorg ylbbirn Jnsio

aspects of apartheid. I t has 
become abundantly  clear th at 
the wall and checkpoints are 
principally aim ed a t  advanc­
ing the safety, convenience and 
comfort of settlers.” Can aca­
demics p a rtak e  in research, 
cooperate or receive funding 
from Israeli universities as if 
there is no occupation, no set­
tlem ents, no wall and  no 
apartheid? At w hat point aca­
demic cooperation turns into 
complicity for w ar crimes?

Israeli academ ia is far 
from a bastion of freedom of 
expression. W hen Israeli aca­
demics do speak out against 
their sta te ’s policies, they are 
often persecuted and harassed 
by their s ta te  and media. Ilan 
Pappe, for instance, is now 
tran sfe rrin g  to E xeter 
University in order to  escape 
the  concerted effort by the 
Z ionist lobby to  th w art his 
career.

Israe li academ ia has 
rem ained  com plian t in the 
regime of ethnic segregation; 
no Israeli institu tion  has ever 
publicly opposed their sta te ’s 
m ilita ry  occupation  o r the
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tun ity  of exchanging error for 
tru th : if wrong, they  lose, w hat 
is alm ost as g reat a benefit, the 
clearer perception and livelier 
impression of tru th , produced 
by its collision w ith error.”

It  can be concluded th at 
the  letter, along w ith the pro­
posed motion, represents little 
m ore th an  a self-absorbed  
form  of gesture  politics. 
Indeed  its  perspective has 
m ore in  common w ith  the 
extreme elements supporting 
the Israeli state: both trea t the 
two sides of conflict as homog­
enous black and w hite  repre­
sentations of good and evil. 
The tru th  is in actual fact more

nuanced and grey -  both sides 
are capable of good deeds as 
well as great atrocities -  sui­
cide bombings on civilian ta r ­
gets or b ru ta l incursions in to 
Palestinian towns. The situa­
tion cannot be resolved by one 
side castigating or a ttacking 
one side more than  the other, 
b u t will require patience and 
compromise. While Israel may 
have m ore pow er to  ac t a t 
present, it will require action 
from both  sides -  and the first 
step is the m ost sim ple and the 
most im portant: communica­
tion. The real consideration of 
the boycott underm ines th at 
possibility.

War of the Words
rights to the Palestinian peo­
ple. The flow of advisors from 
academ ia to the government 
and  vice-versa in Israel is 
rem arkably  above average. 
M any m inisters and arm y 
strateg ists who p lan  the  con­
tro l netw ork in the Occupied 
Territories come from Israeli 
academ ia -  architects plan the 
settlem ents while the m ilitary 
derives its defence technology 
research from  its  universities.

Utsa Mukherjee

The boycott is 
motivated by an 

opposition to the 
systematic discrimi­

nation against 
Palestinians under 
Israeli occupation
Som e highlight the  fact 

th a t many Palestinian univer­
sities have been founded under 
occupation. However, between 
1973 and 1992, B irzeit 
University alone was closed p p , 
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15 occasions while a m ilitary 
order in 1982 in tervened 
directly  in the  un iversity ’s 
ad m in istration . Israel has 
m ade no positive  financial 
contribution to education in 
th e  Occupied Territories. 
Instead , Israel has forcibly 
closed Palestinian universities, 
shot and  k illed  Palestin ian  
stu d en ts  and lecturers, 
bom bed a Palestinian school 
for the  blind and consistently 
harasses students on their way 
through checkpoints to school.

When our government con­
tinues to unconditionally sup­
port Israel despite its actions 
against the Palestinians and 
b latan t disregard for in terna­
tional law and hum an rights, 
boycotting becomes an entic­
ing tactic. The academic boy­
cott was effectively adopted in 
sim ilar circumstances in the 
past. In 1965, 496 British aca­
demics from  34 universities 
published an open le tter call­
ing for an academic boycott of 
South  A frica, in so lidarity  
w ith  2 academics served with 
banning orders by the racist 
regime. After a long campaign, 
the boycott was adopted as 
pojify, ,bj; the,
- ic q  Jon ai 9fnsrio3 9nJ as noiJ

U niversity Teachers in  1988, 
and rem ained so until the end 
of apartheid.

A boycott of collaboration 
w ith  Israe li in stitu tio n s  
rem ains a proportionate yet 
powerful act in draw ing a tten ­
tion to  the fac t th a t  those 
involved in  academ ia around 
the world will no longer toler­
a te  the  a troc ities th a t  are 
being comm itted by the Israeli 
s ta te  a t  the expense of the 
Palestinian people.

Such a boycott against 
Israel is in  no way a n ti-  
Sem itic; i t  is supported  by 
Jews and non-Jews and oppos­
es racial prejudice of all kinds. 
The boycott is m otivated by an 
opposition to the  systematic 
d iscrim ination  against
P alestin ians u nder Israeli 
occupation. I t would help pro­
tect to those critical of the 
occupation w ithin Israel and 
show so lidarity  w ith  the 
Palestinian people who have 
been denied their basic rights 
for fa r  too long. It is the duty 
of all those com m itted to 
social justice to support such 
non-violent action and active­
ly oppose racial segregation of 
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It’s all in the name
David 

Woodbridge

In between the ligh t intro­
ducto ry  b a n te r  and  a 
healthy slew of references 

to the LSE being the single 
greatest institu tion  of higher 
education to  be found any­
where, Howard Davies’ wel­
come speech to  new under­
graduates contained one p a r­
ticularly  interesting point.

We will be the  f irst new 
in take of students to  be award­
ed a degree from  the  LSE 
ra th e r  th an  the  venerable 
University of London (UOL), 
which has been certifying LSE 
students ever since the School 
cam e in to  ex istence over a 
hundred years ago.

Maybe its interesting only 
to  a pedantic fart like myself 
w ho prefers spending  late 
n ig h ts  m em orising triv ia l 
m inutia over a n ight out in 
town. I t certainly w asn’t  to  the 
vast m ajority in the Peacock 
Theatre , who app lauded  
because i t  seem ed like the  
r igh t th ing  to do. After all, why 
should they care? They proba­
bly have never even heard of 
th e  U niversity  of London 
before then, much less realise 
th a t  the  LSE was a p a rt of it. 
A nd having ‘London School of 
Econom ics’ along w ith  th a t  
cute little  beaver logo printed 
on th e ir  degree certificate  
w ould go a long way in secur­
ing th a t  G oldm an Sachs 
internship, ahead of someone 
who d id  exactly  the  same 
course v ia th e  E x tern a l 
P rogram m e and  got exactly 
the  sam e grades b u t had 
received a UOL degree instead.

I t is the  apathy and  vain-

The LSE  brand  nam e is such an im p o rta n t m ean  
to an end, so m uch so th a t w e throw  ou t heritage 

f o r  prestige and  m arketability
glory of students a t  the self­
id en tified  ‘top  colleges’ 
(King’s, LSE and UCL) which 
is slow ly k illing  off the  
University th a t’s been knock­
ing around for over a century

The University of 
London is being 
undermined by 

shallow individuals 
with no sense of 

history and inter­
ested only in short­

term gain
and a half. The first institution 
to allow  wom en and  non- 
Anglicans to  receive degrees. 
The pioneering institu tion  of 
distance study over a hundred 
years before the  Open 
University even existed.

I suppose many of you do 
not know anything about the 
pivotal role the UOL played in 
expanding higher education in 
Britain. Probably because you 
picked the LSE because it said 
in The Times University Guide 
th a t  its g raduates receive high 
s ta rtin g  sa la ries and  d id n ’t 
bo ther to  look into its history 
or those of any related institu­
tions.

Now I shall regale you 
ignorant lo t w ith a story which 
begins in  the early 19th centu­
ry, in an England which boast­
ed only the  U niversities of 
Oxford and Cambridge. In  this 
England, if you happened to be 
Catholic, Jewish or any sort of 
non-A nglican, you w eren’t 
getting a university education. 
As for women, shouldn’t  you 
be a t  home raising children 
instead of trying to read the 
classics? Thankfully, a  group of 
enlightened liberals decided to 
found a university in London, 
w ith th e .‘q ua in t’ notion th a t 
anyone could attend, regard­
less of religion, gender or race. 
The new liberal college subse­
quently became the University 
College as we all know it 
today.

The E stab lishm ent took 
some tim e off from peasant- 
shooting to oppose this new, 
secular institution, even going 
so fa r  as to found their own, 
m ock-Oxbridge rival (King’s 
College) in th e  cap ita l. 
However, they  eventually  
acquiesced to  the  forces of 
progress. Even then, the  gov­
ernm ent w asn’t  prepared to 
confer university  s ta tu s  on 
two institutions in one city. So 
the University of London was 
founded as an unrelated entity 
in order to examine and award 
degrees to  candidates from 
the two colleges, continuing 
the trad ition  of having a 
college teach students and 
a university award them

missions were federated into 
the University. I t  may interest 
self-proclaimed socialists con­
cerned  w ith  eq u ality  th a t 
Queen M ary College was 
founded to provide the then 
relatively im poverished East 
Enders of London w ith  access 
to  higher education, and the 
B irkbeck College to educate 
working men in the  evenings. 
Feminists may like to know 
th a t  the  Royal Holloway 
(founded by Thomas Holloway 
using  the  fortune he m ade 
from  selling laxatives) and 
Bedford Colleges were found­
ed to educate women a t a time 
w hen such institutions were 
extremely th in  on the ground. 
The E x tern a l Program m e, 
which allow ed Nelson 
M andela to study for a law 
degree w hilst jailed under the 
Sou th  A frican aparthe id  
regime, was founded in 1858 to 
provide distance education to 
those w ho w ere unab le  to 
physically a ttend  any of the 
colleges and was the f irst of its 
kind anywhere in the world. 
The high standard  th a t  the 
University of London degree 
a tta ined  over tim e m eant th at 
the graduates of the External 
Program m e as w ell as 
those of the  sm aller

and perhaps less well-known 
b u t still academically superb 
colleges such as SOAS, 
H eythrop  and  the Royal 
Veterinary College would have 
no troub le  seeking employ­
m ent o r placem ents for further 
study.

In recent years, this s tan ­
dard has been eroded by the 
actions of some of the larger 
colleges, seemingly less con­
cerned w ith m aintaining the 
high level of education across 
the federation than  w ith cyni­
cal self-preservation . By 
aw arding  its  own degrees 
w ithou t even having the 
decency to  leave the University 
(as Im perial College did earlier 
in the year), the  LSE is essen­
tially sta ting  th a t  there  are 
now two tiers of student and 
th a t the  London degree is not 
worth the paper it is printed 
on. Not only is this insulting to 
the University’s long and dis­
tinguished history, it is also 
grossly u nfair to hard-w orking 
students a t  other colleges and 
on the External Programme.

The University of London 
is being underm ined by shal­
low individuals w ith no sense 
of history and interested only 
in short-term  gain. I urge any­
one who feels the same way to 
w rite, as I have done, to the 
LSE adm in istra tio n  and 
request that, a t  the completion 
of their course, they receive a 
UOL degree and not of any­

th ing  else.

Eventually, o ther 
colleges w ith different

Living the ABBA mantra
Andre 
Tartar

The LSE, a world-leading 
social sciences universi­
ty, was founded to  culti­

vate a new breed of political 
and business leaders, a new 
generation  of m overs and 
shakers. I t therefore comes as 
no surprise th a t  many of the 
school’s alum ni revolutionized 
th e ir  academ ic disciplines, 
shaped social and economic 
policy, and changed nations 
through their public service.

So w hen did the driving 
am bition of many of our s tu ­
dents transfo rm  from  a 
Cabinet position in to  a desk 
job on th e  G oldm an Sachs 
trad ing  floor? W here did this 
frenzy for finance careers 
come from? Mostly I d irect 
these questions a t those s tudy­
ing economics, m athem atics, 
or any of the other minimally 
qu an tita tiv e  disciplines, 
though it  seems to me th a t 
nowadays just about everyone 
in the  LSE considers a 
Goldm an Sachs job offer as 
the u ltim ate accolade. . .

Legions o f  LSE studen ts look to clim b the corpo­
rate ladder in sp ite o f  the m asochistic lifestyle. 
Surely  life’s m ore than “M oney, m oney, money"?

the  M errill Lynch, McKinsey 
and  Co., or D elo itte  and 
Touche brands?

Not th a t there is anything 
wrong w ith investment bank­
ing, commodities trading, or 
even hedge fund managem ent 
p e r se. B ut w here are  our 
fu ture  academ ic economists, 
our future public servants, our 
fu ture  policy thinkers?

Investm ent b ankers live 
their lives to serve paymasters 
whose only goal is to increase 
their own w ealth and, as a side 
thought, th a t  of their clients. 
F inancial analysts  and 
researchers specialize in ever 
more exotics credit derivatives 
o r m ini-m arkets, finding more 
obtuse and artificial ways of 
ex trac tin g  w ealth  from  the 
w orld  economy. Indeed, the 
financial sector is crucial for 
the  globalised economy and 
essential to finance the next 
generation of innovation, but 
in and of itself i t  does not 
exactly contribute much th a t 
is new.

I don’t  deny th a t money, 
and  having lots of it, is a m ar- 

1 velous th in g -.1,. myself, a t one

tim e, contracted  the  invest­
m ent banking bug. B ut all it 
took was a quick step back, a 
chance to observe my peers in 
their hyper-competitive frenzy 
and listen to recruiters, to real­
ize th a t being a banker, con­
su ltan t, or trad er involves a 
massive tim e investm ent with 
seemingly little  in return  apart 
from a paycheck. They do not 
augm ent our collective knowl­
edge or improve the hum an 
condition. Their 10-hour days 
m ake it virtually impossible to 
raise families or cultivate their 
ch arac te r w ith  the  cu ltu ral 
seasoning of life.

On the other hand, govern­
m ent officials direct and shape 
the  political, economic, and 
social s tructures of their coun­
tries. W riters create enduring 
works and  create new w in­
dows onto the  hum an condi­
tion. Academics ponder the  
past to illum inate the p a th  to 
the future. Are these not more 
enviable in tellectual legacies 
than  a pay slip branded w ith .

Bankers, consult­
ants and analysts 
are just glorified 
service workers; 

they are not keep­
ers of wisdom or 
the protectors of 

the good

D on’t  get me wrong. I am 
not arguing th a t people should 
not work for such companies, 
for they are  key components of 
the  world economy. I am mere­
ly asking th a t  the acolytes of 
the  ‘High Finance cu lt’ recog­
nize the side of their occupa­
tions th a t hides behind ta i­

lored suits, chauffeured lim ou­
sines, and 80-storey glass and 
steel towers. Bankers, consult­
ants, analysts are  ju st glorified 
service workers; they are  not 
the keepers of wisdom or the 
protectors of the good. They 
are  no different from, say, a 
worker a t a fast-food chain, 
albeit m anaging much larger 
am ounts of money th a t belong 
to high-profile clientele.

In summ ary of this m ean­
dering critique, those people 
th a t dream  of a job in finance 
and th a t actually excel a t it 
should be duly applauded. But 
they should only be applauded 
for their success, not for being 
exceptional leaders, guiding 
lights, or the shining future. 
They are  w orkers like any oth­
ers. They are  chained to  an 
office and a corporate ladder, 
their higher au thority  is the 
profit motive.

As stu d en ts  and  fu tu re  
graduates, we should be hail­
ing the future NGO-workers 
and lauding the future diplo­
mats. They may not m ake as 
m uch come bonus time, but 
they may actually, in profound 
ways, in fluence m any lives 
o ther than  their own.
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listening
...is no excuse to forget 

good causes

W ith delays in the arrival of student loans, coupled w ith the 
closure of those cost-saving kitchens in our largest halls, now is 
not a good tim e to  be budgeting for s tudent life. Now is the time 
when old heads are settling into fam iliar routines of scrounging 
around for the rent and stretching the ‘Basic’ food ranges. 
Freshers, meanwhile, may now be realising th a t maybe buying 
th a t round of cocktails in a central London b a r w asn’t the best 
way to impress their new mates. However, i t  only takes a drop of 
perspective to realise the  fortune th a t  we all have to be students 
here in London, and those all around us who could benefit from 
a helping hand.

Despite the w ealth  of the city we all abide in, Londoners are 
less likely to donate to charity  than  those in other areas of the 
UK. According to a report by the Charities Aid Foundation and 
the  N ational Council for Voluntary O rganisations, only half of us 
give to charity  in any given m onth, comparing unfavourably to 
the national average. However, we do m ake up for this infrequen­
cy by giving more, w ith a generous average m onthly g ift of £22.

As students, giving a t this sort of level is usually simply not 
possible. However, there are m yriad ways in which cash-poor b ut 
tim e-rich students can play their part...

Raising and Giving 
has raised and given...

...but needs YOU to continue

I t  is w ith great pleasure th a t this newspaper reports th a t the 
first RAG event of the new academic year, indeed the first RAG 
event since the move to the new, annual RAG arrangem ent, 
received such a healthy turnout. M arie Curie are  currently  count­
ing the rew ards of the first successful raid. Asking complete 
strangers for money, particu larly  the notoriously unfriendly 
London commuter, is a difficult job, and one th at is m ade only 
slightly easier by the wearing of ridiculous garb. The fact th a t so 
many students were w illing to give up their time bodes well for 
this first year of charity  fundraising. If you missed out, fear not! 
There will be plenty more of these fancy dress ‘RAG Raids’ 
th roughout the year, and there can be few better excuses for 
d ressing  up  and  le ttin g  your ex trovert side out to  play. 
Forthcoming Raids include the Amazing and Crazy RAG Raid 
Pub Crawl on November 17th.

The planned events don’t  stop there  however, w ith many 
standing out as deserving of more a ttention. The LSE Lost event 
will see sponsored students driven to the countryside, not know­
ing where they are going, and challenged to m ake it back to 
Houghton S treet w ithout spending any money. O ther events 
planned include Halloween fancy dress, a sponsored hitchhike to 
Paris and a parachute jump.

RAG is also the perfect antidote to the old excuse about char­
ity -  th a t you ju st don’t  know where to  start. W ith every event 
dedicated to helping a different charity, RAG events are a way to 
help a whole host of good causes.

If you missed the 'first raid  then your chance to m ake amends 
is tonight. RAG is hosting the Freshers’ Ball a t Ruby Blue, with 
all proceeds going to  G reat Ormond S treet Children’s Hospital. 
Tickets are available from SU Reception. If you can’t  m ake it, or 
even if you can, d rop an email to  su.rag@lse.ac.uk about the hun­
dreds of o ther ways you can get involved.

Letters to the Editor
The B e a v e r  offers all re a d e r s  th e  right to  rep ly  to  an y th in g  th a t  a p p e a r s  in th e  p a p e r .  Letters shou ld  b e  se n t to  
thebeaver.editor@ lse.ac.uk a n d  shou ld  b e  n o  lo n g e r  t h a n  250 words. All letters m ust b e  r e c e iv e d  b y  3 p m  o n  th e  
S u n d ay  prior to  p u b lica tio n .
The B e a v e r  re se rv es  th e  right to  e d i t  le tte rs prior to  pu b lica tio n .

pure p iece

D ear Sir,
I t is surprising  th a t  Mr 

Caspell and his friends appear 
to have missed the  w idely- 
publicised press release from 
the U niversity  and College 
U nion (UCU) relating to the 
a ttem pt to boycott Israeli aca­
demics. The press release s ta t­
ed th a t the UCU had received 
advice to the effect that, if the 
reso lu tion  being  considered 
were passed, it would am ount 
to a b la tan t piece of unlawful 
discrim ination. In the light of 
th a t advice, the UCU, wisely I 
think, decided not to pursue 
the resolution.

The key point, which we 
m ust not forget, is th a t the 
UCU affair was not (as Caspell 
and company would have us 
believe) a debate about the 
plight of the Palestinians at 
all. I t was a debate about aca­
dem ic freedom  and  the  
integrity  of university institu­
tions.

In my view, no self respect­
ing place of learning w orthy of 
th a t  descrip tion  could ever 
subscribe to  the concept of 
boycotting  academ ics and 
denying them  freedom  of - 
speech and employment. This 
was the  avowed purpose of 
those who planned and pro­
pounded w hat was plainly a 
poisonous reso lu tion . I t is 
im portan t th a t we should be 
vigilant to  p rotect these rather 
im portan t freedoms and not be 
s idetracked by the different 
agenda of others.

As to  the  charge of intim i­
dation, I m ust say th a t's  a bit 
rich coming from M r Caspell 
whose own le tter is itself a 
pure piece of a ttem pted intim ­
idation.

For the record, the  Council 
of the  LSE unanim ously 
rejected the call for a boycott. 
The Court of Governors of the 
LSE, w ith the exception of a 
single vote, took exactly the 
same view. The resolution was 
also condem ned by the 
National Union of Students.

Lord G rabiner Q.C.
Chairman
L SE  Court o f Governors

"futile a tte m p ts"
D ear Sir,

The fac tua lly  incorrect 
rhetoric espoused in various 
comment pieces and letters in 
The Beaver last week did not 
come as much of a  surprise.

W hen the  pro -Z ion ist 
clique lost the vote to tw in 
w ith An-N ajah University last 
term  they realised their argu­
m ent would have to change 
and therefore they have clev­
erly m orphed i t  into bureau­
c ra tic  and constitu tiona l 
terms.

The a ttack  on Fadhil 
Bakeer-M arkar is purely this. 
Not one of those who attacked 
Fadhil during the UGM last 
Thursday is bothered  about 
him  'overstepping his m an­
date ' and if endorsing Union 
policy is 'overstepping  his 
m andate ' Fadhil has a year of 
i t  to go. However each and 
every one of the  critics oppos­
es the notion of justice for the 
Palestinians.

W hen i t 1 Was"-' claim ed irt- u

The Beaver  las t week th a t  
'Israel has always honoured 
hum an rights', many images 
returned to me from my own 
trip  to An-N ajah University, 
Gaza and Ram allah two years 
ago. Images of stan d in g  a t 
Israeli checkpoints while stu­
d en ts w ere a ttack ed , s tr ip -  
searched and  hum ilia ted  in 
front of crowds of onlookers, 
images of Third World refugee 
camps facing daily incursions 
and images of futile attem pts 
of resistance, such  as the  
throw ing of stones. These are 
hardly the actions of a country 
th a t 'honours hum an rights'. 
But more accurately, these are 
the actions of a country which 
has flouted more UN resolu­
tions than  any other, yet faced 
no sanction.

I felt proud to receive the 
S tuden ts’ Union's letter and 
know many others who feel the  
same way. Those who attack 
Fadhil on 'co nstitu tiona l 
grounds' are trying to take the 
politics out the issue - and 
thus hiding th eir  real agenda - 
to  continue support for an 
Israeli occupation th a t more 
and  more westerners, includ­
ing myself, have seen as the 
abom inable crime th a t it is.

Estelle Cooch

“very proud"
D ear Sir,

As an Arab student study­
ing a t  the LSE, I was very 
proud th a t the LSESU took 
the  stand  in divesting from 
S udan last year. The atrocities 
committed by the government- 
sponsored m ilitias against the 
non-A rab population  should 
be condemned. Hum an life is 
sacred, regardless of ethnicity, 
language or religion, and  any 
act of oppression and violation 
of hum an righ ts should  be 
denounced across the world. 
Therefore I am extremely dis­
heartened by the double s tan ­
dards in The Beaver w ith 
regards to Israel.

Did anyone question why 
we "singled out" Sudan? Did 
anyone "bother" to present the 
views of the Sudanese govern­
ment? Why is Israel always an 
exception? S everal hum an 
rights organizations including 
A m nesty In te rn atio n al and 
B t'selem  have recorded 
num erous hum an rights viola­
tions, and the campaign for 
the  r igh t to  education  has 
shown no improvement in the 
situ a tio n  for studen ts, aca­
demics and universities in the 
Occupied Territories. Why is 
this being taken  lightly?

Jinan  Bastaki

“tim e d e m o c ra c y ”
D ear Sir,

We vehemently d ispute the 
accusations regarding the let­
te r  sent to freshers detailing 
the widely reported violations 
of the right to education in 
Palestine.

The Beaver  ed ito ria l 
claim s th a t "what separates 
democracy from mob rule is 
the form er's ab ility  to provide 
representation and voice to the 
minorities". The Beaver edito­
rial conveniently forgot th at 

Jthis ‘tirrie'-dehiocracy,' thi'ough1

the UGM m otion, chose to side 
w ith the minority. Palestinian 
students constitute a m inority 
a t  the  LSE; this year, there are 
only two Palestinian students 
a t the LSE. One should ques­
tion  why is the  num ber so 
small? Israel refuses to allow 
Palestinians to gain an educa­
tion abroad. Such is the case of 
K haled M udallal, a s tu d en t 
from Bradford university, who 
has been held captive in  the 
w orld 's largest prison, the 
Gaza Strip.

An article in the  Comment 
an d  Analysis section  ques­
tioned w hether there actually 
is a violation of the right to 
education in Palestine, saying 
th a t  "in rea lity  i t  does not 
exist." These ra th er scurrilous 
comments are an insult to the 
dignity  and perseverance of 
the  m illions of Palestin ians 
th a t struggle to get an educa­
tion on a daily basis.

We firmly s tand  behind the 
Palestinian right to education 
and  against Israel's illegal and 
violent occupation of Palestine 
despite recent efforts by the 
Zionists to underm ine democ­
racy a t  our S tudents’ Union. 
By serving as apologists of 
Israel's  crim es ag a in st the 
Palestinian people, they stand 
complicit w ith the apartheid 
system th a t  Israel has created.

Ziyaad Lunat
L SE SU  Mature and Part-Time 
Student's  Officer 
President o f the L S E S U  
Palestine Society  
Jam es Caspell
L S E S U  Postgraduate
Student's  Officer 
Aled Dilwyn Fisher 
L S E S U  E nvironm ent and  
Ethics Officer 
Daisy M itchell-Forster 
L SE SU  Women's Officer 
Vlad Unkovski-Korica 
PhD candidate

“crypto-fascist"
Dear Sir,

It is w ith increasing con­
cern, alarm  even, th a t I have 
been viewing the most recent 
cen tresp read  pages of your 
arts  pullout magazine, P art B. 
A lthough these chastely picto­
rial pages, apparently  devoid 
of content, may ap p ear 
innocuous, I fear that, freed 
from your restra in ing  influ­
ence, Mr. Daniel B Yates (aka 
Danny the  H at or Big Boy B) 
may be abusing his editorial 
privileges to  promote his sick 
crypto-fascist agenda.

A lthough I have not yet 
been able to fully decipher his 
intentions, I fear i t  cannot be 
m uch longer before they 
become ap p aren t, by which 
tim e it may well be far too late.
I beg you to  act now to put a 
stop this madness.

Capt. Brock Hardm eat IV Esq.

“unila teral m isuse” 
D ear Sir,

We are  w riting to  you to 
raise  a num ber of concerns 
regarding the Palestine letter 
sent as p a rt of the  welcome 
pack to incoming undergradu­
ates this year.

W hile m any of us have 
divergent view s on the 
'PaleStihfe-Istdel ‘conflict1, We’

are  united in opposition to the 
le tte r  due to  concerns over 
unilateral m isuse of power and 
breaches of procedure in the 
process of com posing and  
sending such a letter.

We are very worried about 
the  signal given out about our 
Union by sending such a p a r­
tia l letter -  on an extremely 
complex s ituation -  as our first 
com m unication to  Freshers. 
The critical reaction of many 
LSE students indicates th a t in 
this act the  LSESU failed to 
represent and take  into con­
sideration the views of all s tu ­
dents.

We dem and a full retrac­
tion and apology to all s tu ­
dents a t  LSE for the unilateral 
misuse of power and breaches 
of procedure. In addition, we 
have posed a num ber of ques­
tions in the  full version of this 
le tte r  (available on and 
Facebook) which we expect to 
be answered fully, truthfully  
and promptly. Amongst these 
questions are:

Have any LSE lecturers 
been on the Task Force, on the 
email list of the Task Force or 
offered to speak on this issue 
a t  UGMs?

Where were the Executive 
Committee to ld  the le tter orig­
inated  from? Was every mem­
ber consulted on the content of 
this letter?

Was the  content of the let­
te r  sent to  Freshers' w ithin the 
rem it of the  original motion?

Were all members of the 
Task Force aware th a t a letter 
was being sent and consulted 
on w hat the content of th e  let­
te r  should be?

If not, who wrote the first 
d raft of the  letter?

Who approved it and w hat 
changes were made?

Why was i t  necessary to 
m ention Ziyaad L u n at’s posi­
tion  as P a lestine Society 
President?

We expect a full reply to 
our questions and an apology, 
and will not hesitate to take 
this m atter fu rther if we do not 
receive an adequate response.

We hope th a t this issue is 
resolved quickly and defini­
tively, and th a t the LSESU can 
get on w ith representing and 
winning for students.

Carys M organ 
L SE SU  Societies Officer 
Lizzie Fison
L S E S U  S tu d en ts  W ith 
Disabilities Officer 
Andy H allett
Vice-Chair, C onstitu tion  & 
Steering Committee and mem ­
ber o f Twinning Task Force 
Helen Roberts
C onstitu tion  & Steering
Committee
Dan Sheldon
Secretary, Labour Society  
M arilyn Carsley 
Chair, Israeli Society  
Barry Vogel 
Chair, Jewish Society  
Paul Church
Chair, Conservative Society
Eddie Dodge
Chair, L G B T  Society
A rthur K rebbers
Honorary S tudent
Alex Teytelboym
Daniel Jason
Jessica Lever
James Allgrove
Ben Epstein
Alex Hershatrt ’ u-0,i
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Don’t watch that, watch this
to exploit the news story (it 
was filmed last year) and any 
sim ilarities are  coincidental. 
The depiction of such a sensi­
tive issue on film, in the eyes of 
some, appears to trivialise and 
belittle. B ut equally a film  can 
provide startling  insights and 
offer surprising honesty.

Indeed, Gone Baby Gone 
w ill invariably present a more 
sensitive trea tm en t of child 
abduction in a general sense 
th an  o th er m edia. The 
Hollywood Reporter praised it 
as “unders ta ted ...th o u g h tfu l, 
deeply poignant, and  w ith  
m oral im plications for our­
selves.” This is m ore than  can 
be sa id  for m uch of the 
polemic new spaper coverage. 
T hat the  film  may unsettle  
because the  McCann case is a 
personal family affair and th at 
it seems closer to home for 
m any parents up and down the 
country is a  fair statem ent. But 
a well m ade, nuanced film  will 
engage w ith many of the  emo­
tions members of the public 
may be struggling to under­
stand  and articulate.

Ben Affleck agrees w ith 
the  w ithdraw al on grounds 
th a t “We don’t  w ant to release 
the movie if it is going to touch 
a nerve or inflame anyone's 
sensitivities.” Well, is this not 
w hat film should do, a t least in 
part? The film  may m ake for 
uncom fortab le view ing, b u t 
this is usually testam ent to its 
subtlety, power and realism  on 
screen. W hat is perhaps most 
frightening to some is the way 
in which film  hum anises the

story. The broad  brushstrokes 
of other media and the com­
fortable emotional d istance we 
m aintain in reading newspa­
pers and watching the news is 
com prom ised as we are 
dragged into a story only more 
intense for its contem porary 
resonance. Such an experience 
may inflame, b u t it could also 
be especially enlightening.

U
Distributors 

should overcome 
their reactionary 

distaste and allow 
the audience to 

made an individual 
choice to trust the 
filmmaker, or not

The question is why should 
we rem ain cold and d istan t 
un til p resent-day  relevance 
has past? United 93 based on 
the  failed hijacking on 9/11, 
offended a small m inority of 
the  survivors fam ilies bu t the 
overwhelming m ajority of the 
families found th a t the film 
encouraged g rea te r u n d e r­
standing of the events of th at 
day and  even claimed it had a

cathartic  effect for themselves 
and the country. A series of 
films addressing the  Iraq  w ar 
w ill be released this year and 
next, concerning alleged U.S 
m assacres of Iraq i civilians 
(B attle for Haditha), surviving 
the  grief of losing a loved one 
(Grace is Gone), an d  the 
hum an cost of the rendition 
policy (R end ition ). Such a 
response from a traditionally  
cautious industry, whilst the 
w ar continues, is a lm ost 
unprecedented. It was years 
a fter the fact before a range of 
films were m ade addressing 
issues concerning Vietnam. I t  is 
a healthy and positive move 
for these films about Iraq  to  be 
released when troops are  on 
the ground and the debate over 
the w ar is a t its  fiercest.

Ultim ately, decisions on 
w hether to w ithdraw  a film 
have to m ade on an case-by- 
case basis. Film makers w ith 
irresponsible agendas should 
not be encouraged to cynically 
exploit horror and despair. But 
on the  o ther hand, contem po­
rary  issues can be cast into a 
sharper light by film -  raising 
awareness and understanding 
w hen it  is m ost needed. 
Comparisons between films on 
Iraq  and Gone Baby Gone are  
difficult to make, b u t the p rin ­
ciple of brevity in releasing 
thought provoking films for 
today rem ains. D is tribu to rs 
should overcome th eir  reac­
tionary d istaste and allow the 
audience to m ake an individ­
ual choice to tru s t the  film ­
maker, or not.

Engineering a new lease of life
Molly

Tucker

I am w riting in response to 
an  article in The Beaver 
las t week, com paring mod­

em  IVF practices to incest and 
the concept of designer babies, 
which I found to be naive and 
insulting to the many families 
who find  they cannot conceive 
‘natu rally ’.

Ms Torun draw s attention 
to the ‘incestuous’ nature  of the 
common practice of in-family 
egg and  sperm  donation . 
Incestuous is an  incorrect and 
m isleading term  to use here. 
The reason th a t infertile cou­
ples prefer the assistance of 
th e ir  fam ilies is fo r highly 
p rac tica l reasons: not least 
because it is perfectly possible 
to still share as much of your 
child’s genes if your dad or 
b ro ther fathers it instead of 
you, b u t also because knowing 
the  m edical history of the fam ­
ily is extremely im portan t if 
your child contracts any kind 
of serious illness. There is no 
sexual re la tionsh ip  betw een 
donor and mother, and in  the 
case mentioned, i t  is the  closest 
th a t  the  prospective m other 
could come to  carrying her 
husband’s child. Surely this is 
prefei;a))le, to, c a rry in g ., thq 
chil$ {p i  spiqepne .sfip ^ p p s^ ’t,

Often a last resort o f  couples w ho hope to con­
ceive, the choice o f  IVF  is f a r  fr o m  a rash decision 
m ade w ithou t consideration fo r  consequences
know, and w ill have no genetic 
link to the m an who raises it?

As for questioning  the 
traum a th a t a child conceived 
in th is way m igh t suffer, I 
would posit th a t in such a 
position m ost people would 
still choose to have been creat­
ed using artificial means than  
not a t all -  parents who use

Parents who use 
IVF do so because 

they cannot con­
ceive any other way 
and their offspring 

would otherwise 
not exist

IVF do so because they cannot 
conceive any other way and 

ytheiji offspring w ould other-

C ertainly the  revelation  
th at you were created because 
your u n c le /au n t/g ran d fa th e r 
m ade th a t possible would be 
preferable to discovering th at 
you were conceived using the 
sperm  of a perfect stranger, 
who could be absolutely any­
one (and until recent legisla­
tion m aking it impossible to 
conceal the  identity of sperm 
donors from their genetic off­
spring, was often anyone look­
ing for some easy cash).

The issue of the  ch ild ’s 
identity  and the complications 
therein is not dismissed, as Ms 
Torun implies, b u t carefully 
considered, and in many cases, 
especially in an age when sci­
ence is revealing m ore and 
more about ju st how influen­
tia l genetics can be on the way 
we live our lives and raise our 
children, keeping the  child’s 
identity  as close to its  parents 
as possible is preferable.

Most of all, I found the 
closing question to be verging 
on offensive. For m ost infertile 
women o r men, norm al con­
ception  w ould be infin ite ly  
p referab le  to the  painfu l, 
lengthy and often unsuccessful 
IVF treatm ents they are forced 
to subject themselves to  should

they  wish to have children. 
N orm al conception is not old- 
fashioned, i t  is impossible for 
these people, and m ost under­
go significant heartache and 
expense to s ta rt a family. It 
may not be the ‘old-fashioned’ 
way, b u t IVF children have 
been desperately wanted and 
planned for by their parents 
(genetically related parents or 
not), o ften for years before

they were bom ; no small m at­
te r  in the UK, which boasts the 
h ighest teenage pregnancy 
rates in Europe and 201,173 
abortions las t year.

As for the  snipes a t 
celebrities ‘buying’ babies, per­
haps the same people who so 
vocally criticize those people 
who choose to  give homes to 
o rphans of poverty-stricken  
and w ar-torn  countries, should

rem em ber th a t  those who 
adop t ab road  are  rem oving 
these children from the very 
real risk of trafficking, sexual 
abuse and an emotionally and 
economically stunted develop­
ment.

In response to these critics, 
I would like to ask: why are 
you so judgm ental of those 
who w an t to  create  loving 
families, not complicate them?

D istributors m a y  w ith d ra w  fi lm s  in respect fo r  
various sensitivities, bu t such a decision denies 
the audience the right o f  choice
case of M adeleine McCann’s 
d isappearance. Buena Vista 
International, the film ’s dis­
tributor, s tated  th a t  they were 
“sensitive to  the depth of feel­
ing su rround ing  the  d isap ­
pearance of M adeleine 
McCann.” The film has pre­
miered in the U.S and France 
and has a planned release date 
elsew here in Europe, so it 
would seem th a t the sensibili­

ties of the McCann family and 
those of the B ritish public are 
the main concerns, and rightly 
so to a point.

The fact rem ains th a t we 
all have a choice w hether we 
go to  the cinema and w atch the 
film. The film, as do m any con­
troversial ones, tells a parallel 
tale to one being played out in 
real life, b u t on this particu lar 
occasion the film  is not seeking

Stuart 
Powell

Ben Affleck’s directorial 
debut Gone Baby Gone, 
which tells the story of a 

m issing four-year-o ld
sna tched  from  h e r bed  in 
Boston, has been recently  
w ithdraw n from the London 
Film Festival and shelved for 
g eneral release indefinitely. 
The reasoning  behind  th is  
move is clearly to be found in 
the  film ’s sim ilarities to  the
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Radical Left Right Reaction
Vladimir
Unkovski
-Korica

G
erm any has  for years been th e  lead 
exporter in the  world economy. But in 
June of th is year Germany has also seen 
the form ation of a new radical left party  
-  Die Linke -  which is now Germ any’s 

th ird  largest party  w ith over 70,000 members and a 
consistent showing of between 11 and  14 per cent in 
the opinion polls. This new party  has emerged out of 
two very different trad itions in  Germany -  West and 
E ast -  and its prospects are  still undecided. I t will 
face in ternal struggles betw een the  trad itions of 
‘socialism from above’ and ‘socialism from below’ 
th a t i t  has inherited from  the past.

Die Linke combines the WASG from the West 
and the  PDS of the East. The form er contributed 
11,000 m em bers while the la tte r  provided 59,000 
members. A fu rther 4,000 m em bers (mainly trad e  
unionists from  the West) joined in the  two w eeks fol­
lowing the  foundational congress. The radical s tu ­
dent wing of the  party  has branched out from 8 to 
36 university groups in the  las t four months. The 
WASG was a grouping th a t  united  form er supporters 
of Social Dem ocrats (SPD), trade  union m ilitants, 
single-issue cam paigners and  revolutionaries. In 
th a t sense i t  was not unlike its sm aller sister party  
called Respect in B ritain . The PDS w as the successor 
party  to  the S talin ist Socialist U nity Party  o r SED 
th a t ran  E ast Germany.

W hile the  WASG was formed relatively recently, 
the PDS has been a m ajor party  in  Germany since 
unification. It was in and out of parliam ent, has 
thousands of local councilors across the East, and 
has shared governm ent in several regional parlia ­
ments. The im petus for the  unification of the  two 
parties came w ith  the decision by form er SPD leader 
and m inister Oscar Lafontaine to  break  w ith  the 
SPD in  2005 over the  SPD ’s increasingly m arket- 
driven agenda. The rough equivalent in B ritain  
would be someone like Ken Livingstone o r Tony 
Benn breaking  definitively w ith Labour.

W hat has m ade th is new  party  so popular? Die 
L inke’s m ain dem ands include reversing the new 
retirem ent age of 67; scrapping H artz IV, (a particu ­
larly nasty set of unemploym ent benefits laws); and 
w ithdraw ing all troops from Afghanistan. These 
policies have tem pted one ten th  (40,000) of SPD 
m embers to contem plate sw itching p arty  allegiances 
to Die Linke. Even m ore Green voters, on average the 
richest voters for any p a rty  in Germany today, have 
found Die L inke’s stance on A fghanistan attractive.

The reasons for the p arty ’s successes are  insepa­
rable  from Germ an capitalism ’s fixation on staying a 
leading exporter in the  world. Driving down wages, 
extending the  working day and life, a ttacking  the 
welfare state, this is the b read-and-bu tte r stuff of 
the  ruling elites’ strategy. We often read  in the press 
how the  welfare s ta te  in continental Europe is the 
problem  -  if only Kohl or Juppe had  smashed the 
unions like Thatcher had smashed them  in Britain, 
job ‘flexibility’, industria l ‘m odernisation’ and  more 
generally essential ‘reform ’ would result: the race to 
the bottom  w ould ensure high profits for the  few and 
a w ork-for-a-p ittance-until-w e-drop  ethic for the 
rest of us. The trouble  for the elites is precisely th at 
since there  was no decisive confrontation between 
capita l and labour in Europe during the neo-liberal 
tu rn , the  mass of ordinary people still have a vast 
array  of institu tions th a t defend them  and their 
interests against ‘accum ulation by dispossession’ as 
David Harvey has characterised neo-liberalism .

Die Linke represents perhaps the  m ost advanced 
electoral exam ple of th is  phenomenon. But, Die 
Linke has contradictory potential. On one hand, its 
PD S wing has no problem s w ith entering social-lib­
eral coalitions w ith  the SPD -  leading to t ig h t budg­
ets and  neo-liberal counter-reform s. More than  that, 
Lafontaine could be like B ertino tti in Ita ly  or 
Livingstone in Britain: in social opposition today, in 
social-liberal governm ent tomorrow. On the other 
hand, while the  PDS wing has lost its share of the 
vote in  Berlin, the  young and rad ical wing of Die 
Linke is still able to mobilise 80,000 people in the 
anti-G 8 protests in Rostock and  to  recru it m ilitan t 
trad e  unionists. We don’t  know w hether the w ildcat 
(unofficial) strikes of the  postal workers w ill have 
overturned our fortunes in B ritain  and smashed the 
an ti-un ion  laws by the  tim e th is  is in p rin t -  b u t if 
f f i jf trv e .d e a rn t  anything from turn German Meet* r
w P f i f c W is  th a t  w e still have a \Vdnd to  win! - * * *

Notes on Nothing

T
he island of Canna was plucked from obscurity th is  week, w hen a Neil, a 
W elsh-speaking gardener, and  m other D eborah, along w ith  th eir  two daugh­
ters, E linor and Anwen were selected from  over 350 applicants to run  the 
island’s guest-house. Their move w ill raise the island’s population from 17 to 
a dizzying 21. Canna is p a rt of the  Inner Hebrides, w hich m ay sound cosmo­

politan  and  exciting, b u t is actually  one of the  m ost rem ote p arts  of B ritain . A ccording 
to reports in Scottish papers, W innie M acKinnon, w ho runs the postal service on the 
island, is particu larly  pleased. At least she is now, next she will be out on strike  next 
week dem anding a BMW Series 5 post-bus and danger pay for delivering anything 
from a ‘fu rrin ’ country. You know, in  case a  ‘fu rriner’ has plan ted  a  bomb in it.

But, islands like Canna are  the reason th a t  s ta te  services are  so essential. W ithout 
s ta te  support, the 21 C anna-ites would be w ithout water, gas, electricity, phone, post 
and, of course, broadband. Releasing these services to the clutches of p rivate enterprise 
m eans th a t these tiny islands w ill be last in the  queue, if they can afford i t  a t  all for 
im provements or new services. Some m ight argue th a t ’s OK, I m ean isn ’t  it a form of 
child abuse to take  kids to an  island w ith only 19 o ther inhabitan ts, 2 of w hom  are 
related to  you, and the  o ther 17 are  grizzled crofter-types w ith names like 
N athraichean  and  Lioslaith? B ut, you forget w ithout these rem nants of a lost age, 
young English fam ilies (like the Camerons) w ould have nowhere to  ethically holiday, or 
to buy a dirt-cheap  second home in.

And once you have your idyllic second hom e in the  country, the  n ex t th ing  is to 
ensure th a t the  s ta te  is prevented from  gobbling up the  vast p rofits released from  it on 
your death. Inheritance tax  is, apparently, one of the  m ost-hated taxes in Britain . It 
strikes a t  the  heart of our fears. That ou r p a ren t’s death  w on’t  instantly  propel us up 
the property  ladder. The obsession w ith homes in  the UK has been going on as long as 
slightly dowdy, posh-but-alluring  TV presenters have been showing (read ‘ordering’) us 
to s la ther w alls in cream  pain t, chuck down some lam inate  flooring and artfully 
spread an Indian throw. The B ritish people have a sense of entitlem ent to  th e ir  proper­
ty. I t  is entirely untaxed  profit, and we like it th a t  way. I t probably harks back to our 
trad itiona l role as forelock-tugging serfs and  pigherds. Quaffing ale all day, sleeping in 
dung huts by night, we dream t of a studio fla t in Clerkenwell, th a t  we could bequeath 
to  our children.

Annette
Pacey
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Inheritance tax is 40%  o f the value o f an estate

over £300,000
but 0% on estates u n d er £300,000

94%
of estates are not affected 
by inheritance tax

Yet, 80%  o f the  British public consider the tax 
"grossly unfair"

W hat is it w orth?
In 2006/7, £3.5bn, and projected £4bn in 2007/8.
But proposed Tory tax cuts would cost £3.5bn
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The ro lling  s trik es  ca lled  by the  
Communication Workers U nion caused seri­
ous d isruption around the country. Small 
businesses th a t rely on the  Royal Mail to 
carry out their trad e  were h it badly, w ith 

some saying they are concerned they  w ill have to lay 
off staff. Many Open University students faced addi­
tional stress and uncertainty just as many of them 
prepared  to post off th e ir  end of year assignm ents, 
which are  due in October. Here a t LSE where nearly 
everything is online we may have got off lightly, bu t 
your right-w ing colum nist found herself suffering 
from a delayed career developm ent loan and two 
weeks w ithout her copy of The E conom ist!

Sympathy and support for the postal w orkers out 
on strike was practically  non-existent. H ardly su r­
prising when one of the key issues in the  d ispute was 
the CWU’s refusal to accept th a t  their members 
should work all the  hours for which they are  paid. 
According to  Dave Ward, CWU General Secretary, 
this seemingly obvious requirem ent am ounts to ‘slav­
ery’. M ost working people would be delighted to 
work around 75% of the  hours they get paid  for, bu t 
few would consider it a realistic prospect.

The w ildcat strikes over m inor changes to shift 
s ta rt tim es illustra te  the  u tte r  indifference of the 
strik ing  workers to  the crippling disruption  they are 
causing  m illions of people and  businesses who 
depend on the  Royal Mail. The governm ent refused to 
intervene to resolve the  dispute, despite calls from 
some MPs. If the U nion expected support from the 
form erly left wing L abour governm ent it w ill have 
been disappointed. Business Secretary John Hutton 
said the  offer p u t forw ard by Royal Mail was ‘decent 
and fa ir’, and even Gordon Brown urged the strikers 
to  get back to work.

The ‘attack ’ on postal w orkers’ term s and  condi­
tions am ounts to  the  Royal M ail’s entirely reasonable 
a ttem pt to curb the  so-called ‘Spanish’ practices 
which were largely abandoned by UK businesses in 
the  1970s. Currently, postal w orkers who finish their 
round before the end of th eir  sh ift a re  free to  go home 
early w ith  no loss of earnings. Any varia tion  on nor­
m al duties such as helping out in the  sorting office, 
m aking collections outside norm al routes, or cover­
ing an absent colleague are  paid  as ex tra  overtime 
hours, even if these duties are  carried  out w ith in  the 
norm al working week. Effectively workers can work 
less th an  th eir  contracted working week of 37 hours 
and 20 m inutes and still get paid  their full wage plus 
overtime. D espite being portrayed as slave drivers by 
the  union, the  Royal Mail is offering workers a 6.9% 
pay rise, along w ith efficiency incentives to persuade 
the  workers to give up these unfair practices.

In  2005 the m arket was opened up to  com petition 
and since then  the  company has struggled to drag 
itself into the m odern age. Com petition w ith private 
companies like DHL and UPS has forced Royal Mail 
to  a ttem pt to  increase efficiency and  keep costs under 
control, b u t i t  has been an uphill ba ttle . In a BBC 
interview  Royal Mail CEO Adam  Crozier claimed 
th a t  although Royal Mail workers are  paid  around 
25% more than  its com petitors’ workers, the com peti­
tors are  around 40% more efficient.

The newly competitive environm ent also means 
the  Royal Mail pension scheme has to be affordable. 
In  the last few years both public and private sector 
workers have had to accept less generous pensions so 
the  Postal workers are hard ly  exceptional. If union 
dem ands were to be met, giving workers a pay 
increase w ith no change to  pensions and retaining 
the S panish practices, the ab ility  of the Royal M ail to 
compete would be severely underm ined and  its  future 
throw n into doubt. Everyone, including workers, 
stands to  lose from such a scenario.

Remember who pays the workers; the  taxpayer. 
Why should taxpayers pay postal workers for hours 
they don’t  work while inefficiency runs the Royal 
Mail into the  ground?

The strikes were wholly unjustified. The Royal 
Mail does not exist to provide postal workers w ith a 
living. I t exists, a t  considerable public expense, to 
deliver the post. Workers’ needs are  im portan t but 
w hen unreasonable dem ands threaten  the very su r­
vival of the business the  union w ill find th a t  public 
support evaporates. Adam  Crozier is right to say th at 
the d ispute needed to be settled in a way th a t allows 

-the business' to  prosper: Giving' h r  to - th e  CWU-’s; 
dem ands Wdtfld’ha^e beeh d s^brt^sighted:thist!alceLr1-:‘
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e church and:
D aniel Ja so n  looks at the link between strong religious belief and capital punishment

when its 
main role 
was to en 

sure, sus­
tain and 

multiply life, to  
put this life in order?"

Last Wednesday, , in 
Trafalgar Square; I 
caught sight oh the rep­
resentatives , of the 
W o r k e r - c o m m u n i s t  
Party  of Iran  publicising the 

‘World Day against the Death 
Penalty’ on If) October. T ljey.. 
were calling for an end to stater- 
executions in  Iran and around 
the world, where the possibility 
of an execution is still a reality.

Having always lived without 
the threat of the s tate being able 
to term inate my life, the thought 
of living in a state, which has 
th at power terrifies me.

According to Amnesty Inter­
national figures, Chinese govern­
m ent has carried - ou t a t least 
1010 executions in 2006. In num ­
bers of executions, it is followed 
by Iran  w ith 177 executions, 
Pakistan w ith 82, Iraq  and 
Sudan with a t  least 65, and the 
U nited S tates of America w ith 
53.

An im portant issue is not 
th a t the  sta te  may term inate 
someone’s life, bu t w hat they 
may term inate a life for. It may 
seem th at you are  more likely to 
get a fair tria l in the US than  
some o ther countries w ith more 
dubious hum an rights records. In 
the US, for example, m atters of 
personal morality, such as sexu­
ality are kept out of the criminal 
justice system. In Iran, on the 
other hand, homosexuality is an 
offence which can result in the 
death penalty. Though, according 
to President M ahmoud Ah- 
m adinejad -  homosexuals do not 
exist. Somehow, it is hardly sur­
prising the gay community are 
less vocal in places where the 
punishm ent for homosexuality is 
death.

Despite the  many systemic 
flaws in the US system, it is just 
easier for the  Iran ian  or Su­
danese governm ent to execute

you w ithout any repercussions.
The Torah is one of hum an­

ity ’s most significant holy texts 
which is still used today and it 
prescribes the death  penalty, for 
several things, sqch as-murder or 
violating the Saturday Sabbath. 
However, the LSE JewishSociety 
explains th at this is purely aca­
demic and is used more as a de­
terren t than  actually practiced. 
The M ishnah, one of the oldest 
texts in Judaism w ritten around 
2,500 years ago, describes the ar­
duous route in which a judge 
may prescribe the death penalty 
successfully. This was prescribed 
in an effort to ensure the penalty 
of death can’t  actually be carried 
out. The tex t regarding capital 
punishm ent finishes off w ith the 
words “a court of law is consid­
ered to have acted cruelly if it 
prescribes the  death  penalty

more than  once in 70 years.” The 
m odern state of Israel does not 
use the death penalty, though an 
exception was made to execute 
Adolf Eichmann, notorious Nazi 
war crim inaltW ho was charged 
with crimes against hum anity 
and w anted by police in terna­
tionally. , v

Different G hristian denomi­
nations have different views 
about capital punishm ent. 
Though the New .* Testament 
states, “let he who is without sin 
cast the first stone” -  a saying 
which has filtered down the ages 
and is still in use today -  the 
death  penalty  has been used by 
the C hristian Church for cen­
turies. I t is striking th at the only 
liberal democracy on the ‘top ten’ 
sta te  executors is the self-pro­
fessed ‘Christian N ation’ - the 
USA.

While individual Muslims 
and citizens of Islamic theocra­
cies hold string an ti-death  
penalty  views, Islamic govern­
ments tend to be more supportive 
of the death penalty than  secular 
states. The Koran, the  youngest 
of the holy books of the 
monotheistic religions, condones 
the death  penalty  for various 
hadd  (fixed) crimes such as rob­
bery, adultery and apostasy of 
Islam -  interestingly, m urder is 
not amongst them.The actual use 
of the death penalty from one Is­
lamic state to another may differ, 
b u t a case against the  death 
penalty  in any Islamic country 
may not be made. Just as a states 
founded on the tenents of the 
Torah or a Christian fundamen­
ta list s ta te  would adhere to the 
rules on the death penalty, Is­
lamic sta tes cannot contradict

t t In the US, the 
states which 

are most likely 
to use the 

death penalty are 
those with a 

higher proportion 
of religious 
Christians

Aim for the stars
C hristin e  W hyte asks if single issue cause strike at the heart of the problem

xx
MiI oral absolutes are 

rare in an age of 
atheism, liberal 
democracy and 
m arket-driven re­

form. The age of opposing ide­
ologies, hard-w on and 
hard-fought is over, and it seems 
th a t uncertainty has crept into 
our m orality as well as our poli­
tics. Campaigns against the 
death penalty  now revolve 
around issues of wrongful con­
viction, cruel methods and sys­
temic prejudice. These issues are 
vital, and show up the crim inal 
justice system of our ‘democra­
cies’ as a sham. But, is this truly 
the basis for a reasoned opposi­
tion  to  the death penalty?

The case of Mumia Abu- 
Jamal highlights many of the key 
points taken up by current an ti­
death penalty activists.’He was a

former Black Panther Party  ac­
tivist, cab driver and journalist 
from Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
In 1981, he was convicted of the 
m urder of police officer Daniel 
Faulkner and sentenced to death. 
Since th a t sentence has been 
quashed he has been serving an 
undefined sentence of imprison­
m ent at S ta te  Correctional Insti­
tution Greene near Waynesburg, 
Pennsylvania. In a way, his case 
was a success for those who cam­
paign against the death penalty. 
Though some pro-execution ac­
tivists insist his execution is 
w arranted  and m andated, it 
seems unlikely to ever be carried 
out.

His conviction, though, in a 
racist and possibly politically 
m otivated set-up  needs to be 
completely overturned. By con­
centrating on the details of pro­

cedure and taking on only indi­
vidual, ‘m edia-friendly’ cases, the 
an ti-death  penalty movement 
fails to challenge the power of 
the state to kill in a fundam ental 
or revolutionary way. Individual 
cases such as M umia’s can form 
useful ‘rallying cries’ for the 
movement, b u t when we lose 
sight of the final goal, aim ing in­
stead for gradual change and re­
form, we will lose momentum to 
make fundam ental changes.

Taking a stand  against the 
death  penalty is not, a t the root 
of it, about concerns about 
m ethod or system. By m aking 
these the focus of arguments, we 
lose the opportunity  to make a 
fundam ental change to the 
Am erican (or indeed British) 
crim inal justice system. The 
death  penalty is an  outdated and 
b arbaric  tool of an oppressive
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A s every g ran n y  k now s, id e n tity  is  con­
tin g en t, constuc ted  by  h is to ry  and  
language. We are  a ll tra in s  of sign i­

f i e s  signfy ing  s ig n if ie s ,  end lessly  deferred , 
a n d  it  is im possib le  to  s ta n d  o u ts ide  th is  
t ra in  a n d  tak e  a  look  a t  yourself. I  know  
b ecause I  tr ied , fe ll off m y tr a in  a  long  tim e 
ago. I 'm  su re  an o th e r  w ill be  a long  soon. 
Som e s ig n if ie s  I have rem em bered: B ern ard  
is rock  n o t jazz. B e rn a rd  is p re ttie r  in  his 
h ead  th a n  in  h is  m irror. B e rn a rd  read  K afka, 
h e  th in k s  he 'g o t' 'i t '.  B e rn a rd  cam e here 
from  B elfast. B e rn a rd  sw itched  from  rum  to  
whisky. N o one gives a  ho o t ab o u t th is  
FA U X -A SS nonsense.

arowmbTtTTtI
M iddle-c lass consum ers lik e  you, oh yea ‘fess u p  yes you are , w ill 
ado re  th is  hood. N ot u n lik e  th e  H otspur, T o ttenham  C ourt Road 
offer m ore th r ills  an d  sp ills th a n  an y th in g  C helsea can  b o ast -

r a i l ,  M i § i Q r a u m i a  m m -
d i g ,  M M i u  B l d i W B i i -  L ife on TotCot w as
g ra n d  u n til  th e  day th e  m usic  d ied  -  F opp’s d ism al dem ise s tru ck  
a  trag ic  chord  in  m any  a  g roov in’ soul. B u t you need  n o t w orry  too 
m uch. Ju s t  d r in k  y o u r b ra in s  o u t ju s t ab o u t anyw here  in  F itzrovia, 
an d  w ake u p  to  a  b ra n d  new  day d renched  in  yo u r ow n piss. B e tte r 
yet, if  you do so o u tsid e  a  Tesco, you m ig h t ju s t  en d  u p  a  few  qu id  
richer. For m any a co p p er show er fa ll u p o n  th o se  w ho re s t th e ir  
w eary  soul o u tsid e  a  su p e rm ark e t. B u t th a t  w o n ’t  go if  y o u ’re  k i t­
te d  o u t in  th e  la te s t K ate  Moss o r  T opm an o u tfits . R ich folk they  
are, b u t n o t s tu p id . If liv ing  on  th e  edge is u p  y o u r alley, le t n o t the  
re la tiv e  tra n q u illi ty  of th is  hood  d im in ish  y o u r b lood lust. P in t 
g lass a n d  b ee r  b o ttle  galore. W hoever w ins, th e  d o c’s n o t fa r  away, 
so ju s t g rab  a  h a n d fu l an d  le t fly.

mm mm M ire

I am  a ll th e  o p in ions. T hey  a re  fro th in g  u p  
a n d  sp illing  o u t to  form  ran ts . R an ting  
th ro u g h  th e  a tm osphere  to  la n d  in  th e  

la n d  o f P artB .W hether you a re  w rong  o r 
in co rrec t you can  alw ays d isagree w ith  I. I 
m usic  a n d  I film . I  p o litics  a n d  I  bicycle. I 
have lea rn ed  to  s top  w orry ing  a n d  love th e  
bom b. I  am  cu rren tly  a  li t t le  obsessed  w ith  
S a tu rd a y  n ig h ts  a t  B a r  M usic H all. I  am  a 
season  tick e t ho ld in g  m em ber o f th e  Yid 
Army. Id en tity  is a ll th a t  I am  a n d  I am  it.

I am  E rin , b itches. W hen I 'm  n o t o u t 
c h illax in ' w ith  m y hom ies th en  you  can  
p ro b ab ly  fin d  m e d ow n  a t  th e  hom eless 

sh e lte r he lp in g  peop le  ge t th e ir  lives back  
together. I ’m  a lso  look in ' o u t fo r th e  sh o rt­
ies coz' I  know  th a t  w h en  life  g e ts  h a rd  a ll 
you  rea lly  n eed  is a l i t t le  love fo r yourself. I 
th in k  i t  w as N ostradam us, o r  m aybe Fred 
D ibnah , w ho sa id  “If  you c a n 't  keep  your 
sh it t ig h t w h en  everyone e lse is  losing  the irs , 
th en  go fuck  y o u rse lf”, a n d  I  t ry  to  live by 
th a t  every day.

I am  H olli, w ith  a n  I  n o t a Y. I  have  issues 
d iffe ren tia tin g  b e tw een  th e  r ig h t an d  
w rong  s id e  of C hav a n d  too  regu larly  

dress ak in  to  m y G randm other. M y friends 
id en tify  m e by  m y g inger p a tch  of hair, 
w h ich  is h id d en  u n d e r  m y fringe  a t  a ll tim es. 
T he w ay to  m y h e a r t  is  ch ick en b reastin p it-  
tam ed ium w ithcheeseandp ineapp le  -  un less 
yo u r nam e is P au l S m ith  a n d  th e n  a  single 
th ru s t is  a ll th a t  is necessary. I  like  to  bake. 
I  a m  from  A ndover, a n d  f o r  th is  I  a m  sorry.

I am  a  un ico rn , a  sym bol of p u rity  w ith  
h igh ly  e ro tic  overtones. I w as conceived 
a f te r  m y p a re n ts  consum ed a  m eal of 

soup  m ade from  B u ll’s bo llocks w h ich  h ad  
been  g iven to  th em  b y  som e p iss - ta k in g  N ew  
Yorkers. I  don ’t  consider th is  to  have  given 
me th e  b est s ta r t  in  life  (fuck know s w h a t 
d isgusting  m a tte r  w as flow ing  th ro u g h  m y 
foetus) a n d  look  how  I  tu rn e d  o u t -  w ith  an  
obsession  fo r  m y th ica l c rea tu re s  a n d  an  
un h ea lth y  re la tio n sh ip  w ith  m usic, w h ich  I 
co n sid er to  be  a  b e tte r  frien d  th a n  any  liv ing  
being!

I am  Tom. I  am  23 a n d  have ju s t  s ta r te d  a 
M asters course  in  P o litica l Theory  here 
in  L SE . H aving  s p e n t th e  la s t  th ree  y ears 

of m y u n d e rg rad u a te  life  in  M ancheste r I’ve 
been  som ew hat s ta rv ed  of good cu ltu re . So 
since I  a rriv ed  in  L ondon  I ’ve  b een  t ry in g  to  
m ake u p  fo r lo st tim e  a n d  hope to  con tinue  
do ing  so over th e  n e x t year. A lthough I ’m  
o rig ina lly  from  th e  deepest, d ark est, reg ions 
of D orset, I ’ve becom e p roud ly  m etro p o litan  
over th e  yea rs  a n d  can ’t  see m yself head ing  
back  to  th e  fa rm  any tim e soon.

I am  d iffe ren t from  you. I  look  differen t, 
I d ress  differen t, I  e a t d iffe ren t, I w atch  
d iffe ren t film s, I  read  d iffe ren t books, I 

lis ten  to  d iffe ren t ban d s, I  w a lk  d ifferently, 
I ta lk  differently . B u t I ’m  n o t d iffe ren t 
from  you. I  choose to  be differen t. I  choose 
w h a t to  do. I  choose w h a t to  like . You 
choose to  do  som eth ing  else. You choose to  
lik e  som eth ing  else. W e a ll  m ak e  th is  con­
scious choice. We a re n ’t  d iffe ren t. B u t we 
a re  d ifferent.

partb@thebeaveronline.co.uk
We are in search of iden tity  in  th is  issue. A ba insists she is a whole tha t
is consistent across time, one w hich  likes * censored*1 a t breakfast, 
lunch and  dinner. D aniel has d ispersed him self som ew here and  
can’t  get him self back. He is probably  *censored*. In  a conces­
sion to  the  m ultip le  and  fractu red  self w e are  in an  office as /
we type, and  we are in a Ju lian  Opie below. We also upset 
ourselves w ith  some money; a t Frieze A rt Fair, and  sho t some 
breeze w ith  H ard-F i. We explore labels in  Style, personalities 

in  R an t and  legacies in Music. In 
L itera tu re  we review  the short­

list of the  M an Booker Prize, 
the w in n er of W hich is 
announced  today. We are 
PartB . A nd you are? ...

I d e a t e  AW
•r f e j*  if SUct
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3>
The scene is dark. We find ourselves in 

} a German forest a t night. As w ith most 
internet-intended pornographic clips,

> the camera is handheld and our view is 
slightly wobbly. E nter a priest w ith no 
pants, and a distressed nun. Not the 
opening scene vou would expect for a 
film entitled “Church of Fudge”. I don’t 
speak German, and there are no subti­
tles, but it appears as though the nun 
has something on her mina, a weight 
bearing down on her chest. She’s been a 
bad girl, but Father Faecal is here to 
help.TJo cheap cum shots, no big bounc­
ing boobies on show, this film is art. The 
nun remains fully clothed, and gets 
down on her knees. Father Faecal beings 
her purification process. Turning his ass 
to her face ana  squatting slightly, he 
begins to defecate into her mouth. 
“Take, eat, th is is the poo of Christ.” 
Gross, perhaps? To us, maybe. But she 
fucking loves it. She gulps it down like 
it really is chocolate... a m inute into it, 
she even starts rubbing it in her face. 
She can’t  get enough. I ln  not even sure 
this is pom  - is n t  th is supposed to 
make me homy? My mind wanders... 
how does one g o  num ber two for th a t 
long? He m ust nave been on a  fibre-rich 
diet. And do they rehearse these scenes? 
Or just have a quick walkthrough with 
the director and pray all goes well? 
Pardon the previous pun, but th is  is one 
clip Rubella Valve will not be book- 
marking.

STUDY’S LITTLE HELPER

F lu n itraz ep a m , a lso  k n o w n  a s  
$  ro h y p n o l, a ls o  k n o w n  a s  th e  ‘d a t e  

r a p e  d r u g ’, will p u t  y o u  in to  o rb it so m e -  
w h e r e  n e a r  J u p ite r , w h e r e  y o u  w ill®  
e n c o u n te r  a  b la c k  m on o lith  a n d  b e  p ro -  i  

j f p e l le d  th ro u g h  tim e  a n d  s p a c e  to  a t  
'(p o in t w h e re  y o u  will m e e t  G o d  (or his f  

c u ltu ra l e q u iv a le n t) ,  le a rn  th e  s e c r e ts  o f  R  
■ c re a t io n , a n d  b e  t r a n s p o r te d  s a fe ly  i 
■ back to  w h e r e  e v e r  y o u  m ig h t w a k e  u p . V" 
U n fo rtu n a te ly  y o u  will r e m e m b e r  n o n e  o f  %. 
this, b e c a u s e  in a d d it io n  to  its h y p n o tic  te 
a n d  s e d a t i v e  p r o p e r t ie s ,  r o h y p n o l ; , 
in d u c e s  a n t e r o g r a d e  a m n e s i a .  As a  | |  

■study a id .  t h e re f o re ,  y o u  m a y  q u i te  | i  
e n jo y  th e  r e la x in g  q u a litie s  o f  this r a th e r  s~ 
c o n tro v e rs ia l little n u m b e r, b u t  it will b e  
o f  little b e n e f i t  if y o u  s p e n d  th e  n e x t ®  
th r e e  h o u rs  q u ie tly  d ro o lin g  o n  y o u r s  

E books w h ile  try ing  ( a n d  failing) to  p r o - e  
■ n o u n c e  y o u r  o w n  n a m e .  If y o u  ju st f a n c y  f t ;  
a  n ig h t off. it m a y  b e  ju st th e  t i c k e t .1 

i T h e r e 's  n o  g u ilt th e  m o rn in g  a fte r , ft; 
^ in d e e d ,  n o  r e c o lle c tio n  th a t  y o u  h a v e  to 
S e v e r  e v e n  tr ie d  f lu n i tr a z e p a m , th u s  f  
|  a llo w in g  y o u  to  try  it a g a in  fo r th e  first \
• t im e , e v e ry  tim e . 11.1

M fe .W aH F T f’® 

!®(P EieaPl
W haddup y ’all, Mr W left from the campus food- 

I  s lot here. I ’ve received a few complaints from some
readers who dem and m ore accessible, healthy recipes. I 
don’t  even know w hat those words mean, you 

1 crazy geekfreaks! I try  to welcome you into my 
world, and th a t is how you repay me? To 

finsult me to my face like some common gypsy, 
goat? Or m aybe to kill me?! Is th a t next?

I [Editors note: some content has been deleted)
J  Ok kids, don’t  worry... I relax, I relax. I have 
I  a leetle b it more w hisky and now I relax. So.

I cook for you something easy, yes?
Som ething even those big four-eyed freak 

geekazoids can enjoy. Take one cup of appre- §  
ciation, four tablespoons of reality  check, a 
heapful of the real world, then shove it up 

your ass! Hope you healthwimps enjoy that.
And for my real fans, I leave you w ith a cock­
tail I discovered by chance. One p in t beer, plus 

six shots of tequila, a handful of barbituates, 
and a few pubes for spice. Mmm, your guests 

will never knew w hat h it ‘em. See ya next 
week, psychos!
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cTne Booker Prize
A  shortlist ol the Shortlist

T h e  ^ e lu e ta tt t  FunclaniciitaLst by cMoh.stn H atm tl

G racing  th e  cover of H am id ’s controversial, ye t critically  
acclaim ed novel is praise from last year’s Booker prize winner, 
K iran  Desai. Aside from  both  being contenders for one of the 
U K ’s m ost im portan t lite ra ry  awards, H am id’s prize hopeful and 
D esai’s  prize w inner are  both  sim ilar in th e ir  a ttem pts to  deal 
w ith  the  fundam ental sp lit betw een E ast and West. H am id in 
p a rticu la r  chooses to  juxtapose the two in  the  context of the War 
on Terror, using one m an’s experience as an  illu stra tion  of their 
fundam ental differences. As Desai points out in h e r review  of 
H am id’s work, he engages in “constan t negotiation of the  politi­
cal w ith the personal” .Yet readers m ay find it hard  to  disengage 
th e ir  own political views from w h a t the  novel purports to  pres­
ent.

I found myself struggling as I read  H am id’s piece. I felt a  b a r­
r ie r betw een myself and  the  narrator, Changez. I r iled  against his 
stereotypical depictions of the  ‘self-centred Am erican’ and biased 
accounts of W estern foreign policy. In  fact, i t  m ust be said  th a t 
many of H am id’s indictm ents against the West, and  Am erica in 
particular, are  posed as if to  suggest the en tire  country is d irect­
ly responsible for T hird World m isfortune; a fam iliar accusation, 
b u t one th a t  m ust be taken  w ith  a grain  of salt in the  absence of 
academ ic clarification. I t isn ’t  u n til reaching the  la tte r  half of the 
book th a t  Changez’s argum ents strike  a  chord to a w ider audi­
ence and  it  is done in  the  form of a subtly  placed  m etaphor. 
Relating Changez to  the  O ttom an jan issaries who were k id­
napped from C hristian  fam ilies and  tra ined  to  advance a Muslim 
empire, H am id highlights the ways in which Changez’s actions 
actually  endanger his form er home. He also dem onstrates how 
the  financial and professional benefits of joining W estern socie­
ty  are  used to  b lind  individuals to  the  very real political conse­
quences of th eir  actions. This sim ple m etaphor is the  crux  on 
which the  entire novel rests and w ithout it, a ttem pts to  c reate an 
em pathetic character th a t reluctantly  finds him self playing the 
role of ‘fundam entalist’, w ould fall flat.

The dram atic  ending th a t  H am id deftly and  subtly  builds 
upon throughout h is novel confirms to readers the  ultim ate con­
fusion th a t  exists as a b a rrier  betw een E ast and West. M uch like 
C hangez’s Am erican companion, readers w ill be left unsure of 
how to in te rp re t not only the  ending of the  novel b u t also rela­
tions w ith  the  o ther side of the  divide.

Eru* Orow o

O n  Chesil Beach by T in  cM cF\Can

B ritain, 1962. Em pire’s end. M acm illan on the 
radio. “A tim e when a conversation about 
sexual difficulties was plainly impossible. 
But,” as On Chesil B each’s m audlin hook con­
tinues, “it  is never easy.” M cEwan has p u t 
E dw ard and  Florence, two aw kw ard virgins, 
in a drab hotel on a beach on their wedding 
night. A lovers’ rendezvous w ith  the  a rb i­
tra riness of history awaits. I told you it  was 
m audlin.

You do have to  adm ire M cEwan’s sheer, 
forensic control over his two characters and 
h is prose. Edw ard’s disastrous coming over 
Florence a t  the  novella’s clim ax -  “if his jugu­
la r  had burst, i t  could not have seem ed more 
terrib le” -  is a lesson in  efficient style. So is 
an Old M aster’s decisive scene-setting of a 
rogue pubic hair. In  fact, the w riting  is tone- 
and  word-perfect, rising from  slow m otion 
naturalism  to  a precise scrutinous skewer as 
M cEwan b ites in to  his characters’ self-decep­
tion, both  in  the wedding n ight’s close-up 
and  in  extended flashback sequences. He is 
surely never going to  get b e tte r th an  th is  as a 
writer.

Soon, however, the string-pulling  grates 
and the  control becomes too much. The char­
a c te rs’ neuroses a re  over-explained, over­
resolved. Florence -  quietly  im perious, b u t 
w ith  a “v isceral d rea d ” of sex -  never 
becom es the  pow erfu l r ip o ste  to  Em m a 
Bovary she could be. Edw ard is not even 
w orth the  bo ther of analysis. The resu lt is a 
nasty, ponderous feeling of prurience, th a t 
th is  is a book M cEwan d id  not really need to 
w rite.

M cEwan has been called a  c reator of psy­
chological “c o n ta in e rs” w ith in  n a rra tiv e  
“engines” ra th e r than  of characters w ith in  
novels. On Chesil Beach continues the  trend.

Joseph Cotterill

T h e  G athering  b j A t me E nrigh t

If I were to  find  one w ord to describe The G athering  by Anne 
E nrigh t,'it w ould be brave. And if I w ere asked to  describe it 
further, I w ould say th a t  i t ’s not only brave, b u t frightfully 
clever and  sparingly beautiful. The novel opens w ith  the 
m ain character, Veronica, a housewife living in  D ublin, find­
ing out th a t  her older brother, Liam, has died by drowning. 
W hat follows is essentially a family saga, sta rting  in the  past 
w ith  the  fam ily’s m aternal grandm other, Ada M erriman, 
w hen she meets Lam b N ugent, h e r  fu ture  landlord and the 
m an she tru ly  loves. In terspersed  is the story of Veronica’s 
trip  to  B righton to  pick up L iam ’s body and the wake th at 
follows.

I t’s a brave book in th a t  it  tackles themes such as sex and 
family in a  way th a t is completely uncompromising. In the 
hands of a lesser writer, E nright’s approach could be consid­
ered vulgar and  disrespectful. But E nright m anages to  slide 
away from such extrem es using the  wry irony she injects into 
Veronica’s narra tion . The way E nright describes the  family’s 
history -  a h istory dom inated by lust and  Sexual dysfunction 
-  is harsh  and  unflinching, and it feels like the  only true, 
honest way to tell the  story.

This is ironic considering th a t  the  book is w ritten  in the 
unreliable f irst person narra tive. Veronica makes no secret 
th a t  there  are  gaps in h e r memory. We never, for example, 
get a stra igh t answ er on w hether or not Lam b Nugent and 
Ada M errim an had  an affair, b u t we do know th a t  the pair 
definitely desired each other, and th e ir  refusal to  acknowl­
edge th a t  desire  have ram ifications th a t  ex ten d  in to  
Veronica’s generation. Yet E nright also affects a balance in 
order to give the  reader reason to believe Veronica’s version 
of the  tru th .

And th a t  leads me to say th a t it is a gorgeous book, 
because underneath  it all, th is  is a story u ltim ately about the 
ties of love and  family. Thoughtless and  s tu p id  as her fam i­
ly can be, i t  is c lear th a t  Veronica loves them , and she speaks 
in  a  voice th a t  is both  tender and b ru ta l a t  the  same time. 
E nright w rites in  terse language, inserting  ju st enough 
detail to m ake th is  book a  wonderful, earthy, riveting read.

In short, if The G athering doesn’t  w in the  Booker Prize, 
then  I ’m going to  eat Howard Davies’ shorts.

Eunice Ng

cM tr Pvp l:y TJovcl 'Jones

M r Pip, a story of survival on a rem ote South  Pacific island, is 
Jones’ f irst book to  be published in the  UK. N arrated  by 
M atilda, who is 13 a t  the time, i t  is a coming of age tale  set amid 
the  difficult circum stances of the  bloody w ar which overruns 
h er island. W hen the  teachers of M atilda’s island flee for their 
lives, Mr W atts, the islands sole w hite  inhab itan t, takes i t  upon 
him self to continue the ch ildren’s education. This takes the form 
of the  reading of D ickens’ G reat Expectations as well as getting 
the  adults  of the  comm unity to come share th e ir  (often useless) 
wisdom w ith  the  children. W ith each passing day, M atilda finds 
herself becoming both  increasingly w rapped up in the  w orld of 
P ip, D ickens’ protagonist, and  m ore critical of her own situ a­
tion.

The idea th a t through a reading of Dickens, M atilda can 
grow and m ature, and become able to analyse the  subtleties of 
her world, is convincingly portrayed. I t  is, however, supposed to 
be the  central them e of M r Pip -  Jones doesn’t  succeed in m ak­
ing it so. I t is vying w ith  m any o ther issues for attention; 
M atilda’s physical and  em otional isolation, the racial and polit­
ical tensions which arise from  the w hite/b lack  divide as well as 
the im poverished island/rich  m ainland contrast. In  the  end, we 
get a little  of everything, b u t nothing is really brought to 
fru ition  and thus the novel loses potency. Jones’ a ttem p t to end 
the  novel by bringing it back to the  notion th a t  Mr W atts’ read­
ing of G reat Expectations was M atilda’s g reatest teacher of life- 
lessons feels hollow and  contrived.

Mr. W atts finishes reading  G reat Expectations to  the  chil­
dren  on page seventy-nine of M r Pip  and i t  is from this point 
onw ards th a t the novel begins to  lose its impetus. A part from  a 
genuinely sw ift and shocking sequence of events in the  last 
forty pages, the  goings-on of the  island often feel as though they 
are  being related in a series of short, disconnected episodes w ith 
little  sense of build-up  o r plot progression. The narra tive  
bounces along happily  enough, w ith m ore than  a little  charm , 
b u t the  w riting, a p a rt from  the odd sentence, fails to deliver the 
beauty  or fluency which would really draw  the  reader in to 
M atilda’s w orld o r m ake us genuinely em pathise w ith  the  s trug­
gles she faces.

M r P ip is a nice read  which contains some original ideas 
and explores, albeit superficially, some in teresting  ideas. As a 
shortlisted candidate  for one of the  w orld’s m ost prestigious 
aw ards for fiction however, i t  comes as a b it of a surprise. Up 
against the likes of McEwan, if i t  can w in, it  w ill be an even big­
ger surprise.

Rahim R ahem tulla

Darkm ans by 'Nicola Barker

D arkm ans is the la tes t offering from Nicola 
Barker, whose previous novels include Wide 
Open and Clear. Intriguing, d isturbing, surreal, 
genuinely funny and suffused w ith dark  exuber­
ance, D arkm ans validates B arker’s reputation  as 
one of the m ost o riginal and talen ted  contem po­
rary  B ritish writers.

Nothing is as it seems in this m em orable 
novel, which explores the  idea th a t  the  past 
-personal and h istorical -  can in trude in to  the 
p resent and  d istort individuals’ actions w ithout 
th e ir  consent. Ashford, a landscape dom inated 
by b land  new housing-estates, commercial out­
lets and  o ther quotid ian  m onum ents of m oder­
nity, acts as backdrop to an array  of o rdinary yet 
b izarre  characters.

C entral to  the  narrative  is Daniel Beede, a 
‘venerable’ m an disillusioned by his failure to 
save A shford’s historical sites. O ther characters 
include a refugee w ith a m orbid fear of lettuce, 
a female forger w ith seductive eyebrows and  a 
precocious child who builds cathedrals from 
m atchsticks. W eaving and  capering  through 
them  is the  dark  presence and voice of John 
Scogin, a m edieval jester whose idea of a risible 
p ran k  is to lock beggars in a b a rn  and  set i t  on 
fire. His m alicious influence on the characters 
leaves a tra il of broken language, confusion and 
destruction in its  wake.

A convincing sense of unease perm eates 
Darkm ans. Powerful, alm ost grotesque images -  
a scrawny terrie r w ith  paralysed hind legs, or 
m ysterious bruises appearing  on a w om an’s 
arm s -  appear throughout the  text. Vital scenes 
are  som etim es d eliberate ly  excluded so the 
reader shares the characters’ bewilderm ent. The 
flow is also broken by interjections, often caus­
tically amusing, from  some o ther voice -  b u t 
whose? Is i t  Scogin’s, o r the  m alicious b u t inci­
sive ‘inner-self’ of each character? We are  denied 
the  comfort of knowledge. This powerful, dis­
tu rb ing  atm osphere, combined w ith vividness of 
language and genuine insights m akes D arkm ans 
a rem arkable work.

Yiyi Chen

A nd a short review ol a hook 
on theTontflist

Sell-H elp by Edw ard Docx

M aria Glover is dead. Screw ed-up tw ins Gabriel 
and  Isabella bury her in a pow erfully imagined 
S t Petersburg and  then  re tu rn  to  London and 
New York to self-destruct. N icholas Glover, their 
evil w itty  Anthony Burgess gay dad  -  please read 
Self Help ju st to  read Nicholas - sulks in  Paris. 
Arkady, M aria’s abandoned and impoverished 
p ianist son gets ever closer to th e ir  lives.

D on’t  believe this am bitious and w ell-struc­
tu red  narrative. The Glovers do indeed th ink 
they’re characters in an  A nglo-Russian H ighgate 
novel of family secrets -  and very bravely Docx 
gambles the  f irst h alf on readers pu tting  up  w ith 
Gabriel and Isabella’s irrita ting  non-problem s - 
b u t th is  is ju s t Self H elp ’s conceit. D ocx’s 
weapon is the polished, overwrought and over­
thought w riting style th a t  follows the Glovers 
around, and which by the second half becomes a 
post-naff m onum ent to itself. The prose isn’t  the 
Nabokov perfection it w ants to be, b u t it does its 
job of hin ting  th a t  tac itu rn  Arkady, and  Henry 
his heroin addict benefactor (a superb  character 
and an honorary Russian), are  the  real heroes, 
m uch as H um bert H um bert’s urbaneness dis­
trac ts  us from L olita’s basic heroism.

Gabriel, the novel’s ax is (Docx can’t  quite 
keep Isabella from degenerating into so much 
n arrative  glue), obscenely fancies him self a neo- 
R ussian Fatalist out of Fathers and  Sons. Though 
the  novel’s f irst sentence has him  “relieved to 
again  be among the Russians,” he shouldn’t  push 
it. Self Help, a D ickensian g lobalisation satire, 
belongs to them  alone, and  how half-Russian 
Docx deserves to  flourish as a writer.

Rahim  Rahem tulla
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F orm er B ooker bu rner D B C  P ierre  has some talk (or D arnelB Y ates
'ou won the  M an Booker for Vernon God Little, nice one, 4 years on, w hat has w inning and the subsequent 
raising of your profile changed, w hat has it left the same?

‘Thanks. I t  has changed everyone around me b u t left me the same. Is th a t too existential?’

I don’t  th ink  so, no. You have large cu ltu ral cache amongst the s tudent population, why do you th ink  i t  is th a t your 
w ork seems to speak so convincingly to students and young people?

‘Who knows, b ut I hope i t's  th a t we share a  disdain for much of w hat the last generations p u t together in 
term s of a  world to live in, yet still a love of outrageous beauty underneath, and this grungy, ironic fortune running 
through it. Maybe we get along so well because w e're sick together of all the taboos around the evidence of how 
crap some things are.’

There's a  sense in which a novel is a very dom ineering form of expression, it's  a one way comm unication which 
shuts up  the  reader. Do you ever wonder w hat i t  is th a t qualifies you to speak a t  such length a t the expense of the 
voices of others?

‘This is a  fun angle to th ink  of, b u t doesn 't hold up: a novel is an artwork, and very few artw orks are them ­
selves parties to discussion. And, more than  o ther common expressions which can be stum bled upon in the public 
domain, the novel is a purely voluntary thing. Notw ithstanding any hangups th a t m ight be invoked about having 
to finish w hat you sta rt, it rem ains voluntary for many individual pages. You invite a novel; I need no qualification 
as it costs your voice nothing. Write your own novel and shut me up. Essays are  domineering. Novels are intim ate.’

Your novels have been rightly praised for their acute and funny grasp on global themes. If the world was three 
weeks from ending, w hat would you do?

‘Stock up on drugs and cigarettes and find a motorbike.’

W hat do you th ink o ther people would do?

‘Sit around w ith guitars singing Kumbaya.’

You've climbed a m ountain, you've traversed valleys, a ll in order to find this box. You open the box, w hat is inside 
it?

‘In my dream  world? A missing las t page from the Bible th a t says 'Only Kidding'. But you well know in 
reality, though we oozed blood on our trek  to  the box, i t  w ould have an expired Boots voucher and letters w ith fin- 
ger-paintings from a first form day trip  eight m onths earlier.’

T a lk m 6 * Booker \9itli How ard DaVtes

H ow ard Davies, fo r those w ho don’t know, is bo th  the  d irec to r of the  LSE an d  the  m ost recen t C hair of Judges for 
the  prestig ious M an Booker P rize fo r Fiction. On the  day of our interview, w e’re s itting  in  his spacious office on 
the  firs t floor of Colum bia House. O utside, i t ’s a  ra re  sunny day in  London. In  H oughton S tree t, people are  

m illing a round  in  the  pandem onium  th a t is F reshers’ Fair. Davies has ju s t come back from  i t  and  notes the  L itera tu re  
Society ‘w ere very bouncy,’ a lthough m ore th a n  th a t he could n o t say.

I ask  him  how  he becam e involved the  Booker Prize.

‘I th in k  they asked me,’ rep lies Davies, ‘because [the organizers] usually  like to have as the  chairm an  someone who 
is n o t s tra ig h t from  the  lite ra ry  w orld.’

As he m ight be the  f irs t to  adm it Davies isn ’t  even indirectly  from  the  lite ra ry  w orld, b u t he has a keen in terest 
w hich extends beyond th a t of a laym an. He stud ied  H istory w ith  French a t  university, the  French com ponent being a 
French L ite ra tu re  course. For the  la st fifteen  years, he has reviewed in journals  like Q uarto and  the  L iterary  Review, 
an d  he occasionally w rites lite ra ry  review s for the  Times. H e’s also a tru s tee  of the  Tate and - som ething he has had  
cause to  rep ea t often of la te  -  continues to read  a novel a  w eek as has been his hab it for the  last forty  years. A nd i t ’s 
no t ju s t his perceived underqualifica tion  th a t has proved an  issue, th e re ’s ano ther aspect th a t Davies fully adm its has 
been  som ething of a challenge.

‘Basically you had  five m onths [to read  the  one hund red  and  ten  subm issions]... you have to  read  5 novels a week, 
w hich  is a b it  like tra in in g  for a  m arathon  really. You th in k  you can ’t  do it, b u t you get to  i t  and  then  you ju s t press 
on.’

O verall, he w as im pressed by the  subm issions, and  noted  th a t the  non-E nglish  w rite rs  tended  to take  m ore risks, 
tack ling  b igger them es and  issues th a n  th e ir  less in teresting  dom estic com petitors. Davies cites in  p a rticu la r the  sho rt­
listed  novel The R eluctan t F undam enta list by M ohsin H am id. H e says th a t he w as hard  pressed  to find  an  English novel 
w hich  tack led  a them e as d aun ting  as tha t. He w as also concerned ab o u t how  few  English novels d ea lt w ith  ‘the w orld 
of w ork’.

‘There w ere very few  novels abou t credible people and  jobs. M ost characte rs  in  English novels don’t 
seem  to have a jo b ...th ey  seem to  be in terested  w ith  w ha t happens w hen you fin ish  w ork.’

If th a t sounded a little  stuffy Davies was also critica l of the  gender ra tio s  am ong the  authors 
subm itting  work. H e’d expected the  ra tio  to be fifty-fifty , w hereas a m ere th irty  n ine of the 
overall one hundred  and  ten  subm issions w ere w ritten  by women.

W hen asked to  re la te  his w ork as C hair of Judges fo r the  Booker P rize to  his D irectorship 
a t  the  LSE, he said, ‘I th in k  the  fact th a t people though t it w as OK th a t the  D irecto r of the 
LSE could do it says a lot. In  the  very least, it  shows th a t w e’re  n o t all ju s t in terested  in 
accounting  and  finance.’ He hopes th a t the  lite ra ry  and  arts  scene a t the  LSE w ill grow, and 
if his involvem ent w ith  the  Booker P rize can  help fac ilita te  th a t grow th, so m uch the bet­
ter. Perhaps th is w ill encourage Davies to  pledge m ore m oney to the  a rts  a t  LSE.

In his own w ords, lite ra tu re  ‘broadens your em otional range, adm itted ly  second­
h a n d .. . because how m any m ark ing  and  d ram atic  experiences can you have [in one 
lifetim e]... I do believe th a t because of this, people w ho don’t  read  fic tion  miss 
o u t on a lo t.’

-• - W hilst o u r  H oward-doesnT-miss-a t r i c k , *-• -• • ■ - - -  - - - • -

by EuniceNg a n d  DanielBYates
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JIM V A L L M C J  
-  WH@?
By Ben  L a m y  a n d  Loi s  J e a r y

A ccording to  h is  w ebsite , a t  some 
po in t in th e  la s t th ir ty  years Jim  
V allance lost coun t of th e  num ber 

of songs he has w ritten  in  his career, and  
consequently  does n o t know  the  am ount 
of royalties he is owed. To reclaim  his 
earn ings he began to  research  his own 
w ork online, com piling an  im pressive list 
w hich  dem onstrates th e  w ide scope of his 
song w riting . I t w ou ldn’t  be su rp rising  if 
no-one else knew  the  body of Vallance’s 
w ork, as i t  is th e  a r tis t and  n o t the  song­
w rite r  w ho is iden tified  w ith  the  tra ck  -  
th in k  of ‘Sum m er of 69’ an d  you th in k  of 
B ryan A dam s, n o t J im  Vallance.

“I m et B ryan in  a m usic shop in  
January  1978, w here w e w ere in troduced  
by a m u tua l friend. We h ad  a qu ick  chat 
and  decided  to  get toge ther and  try  w rit­
ing  songs. B ryan  cam e to  my house the 
follow ing w eek, and  we spen t th e  nex t 
eleven years together. We becam e very 
good friends, alm ost like bro thers. Then 
we had  a falling  out and  d id n 't speak  for 
years. Now w e're  friends again , w hich is 
m uch better, d o n 't you th ink?” Vallance 
also speaks highly of the  o ther a rtis ts  he 
has w orked  w ith: “S teven ly ie r 's  a  tru e  
original, creatively and  as a person. H e’s 
highly in telligent, b u t in  some ways his 
developm ent w as arrested  a t an  early  
age. He s till has a ch ild -like w onder­
m ent, w hich  greatly  fuels h is  creativity. 

* H e's a w onderfu l hum an  being. I adore

Steven.”
H e claim s the  secret to  w riting  tim e­

less songs is in  know ing the  aud ience’s 
expectations of the  artis ts  work: “If I ’m 
w ritin g  fo r A erosm ith , th e n  a sm all 
am ount of research, like listen ing  to  th e ir  
previous album s, w ill te ll me w hat th e ir  
audience expects from  them . Of course, 
you w an t to  in troduce some new  ideas 
in to  th e  m ix, b u t it 's  im portan t no t to 
stray  too fa r  from  the  recipe.” A dm itting  
to  being “insanely  in  love w ith  a ll sorts  of 
m usic”, w ha t does he th in k  are the  best 
song lyrics ever w ritten? “Very tough 
question! I m ust say th a t ‘E nd  of the 
Innocence’ (by D on Henley) is a b ea u ti­
fully cra fted  lyric. The w ords sound good 
together, and  they  also m ean som ething. 
S am e fo r T he B ea tle s ’ ‘A cross the  
U niverse’. Lovely w ords, a lthough  I'm  
no t qu ite  sure w ha t they  m ean.”

If he could change one th ing  abou t 
the  m usic industry  he asks “Please, could 
you pay  fo r the  songs?”, w hich  is n o t an  
unreasonab le request from  a m an  whose 
livelihood depends solely on the  royalties 
from  his w orks, w ith  no a lte rn a te  sources 
of incom e from  touring , m erchandise or 
the  o ther tra pp ings  of fam e th a t record­
ing  artis ts  can  enjoy. W hilst the  recording 
artis ts  get the  fam e an d  appreciation  for 
the  songs they  perform , the  songw riter 
gets only th e ir  nam e in  sm all p r in t on the 
album  sleeve. Vallance does no t consider 
th is  a lienation  from  the  products of his 
crea tiv ity  a negative th ing , recognising 
th a t  “often , w ith  ‘c red it’ com es some 
degree of fam e, and  w ith  fam e comes loss 
of privacy. O nce you le t th a t genie out of 
the  bottle , th e re 's  no p u ttin g  him  back. I 
m uch p re fe r tak ing  a back sea t - no one 
know s w ho I am .” M arx w ould have a 

  . . . . . .  . ,  .

By S i mon  W a n g

I ronically, i t  needs to  be no ted  th a t 
the re  seem ed to  be a d is tinc t lack 
of freshers a t  the  London date  of 

th e  NME Fresher s ’Tour. The audience 
seem ed to  consist of confused busi­
nessm en w ho had  inadvertan tly  w an­
dered  in  to  the  A storia and  aged 
in d ie /e lec tro n ica  lovers, rendering  
the  average age of those in  a tte n ­
dance som ew hat h ig h e r th a n  the  
average fresher. S till, th e  atm osphere 
w as buzzing  w ith  c h a tte r  and  an tic i­
pation  as the  f irs t b an d  ro lled  onto 
the  stage, A ustra lian  G old C oast five 
p iece b a n d  O p era to r P lease. 
U ndoubtedly, they w ere a very good 
opening b and  as they  had  a con ta ­
gious energy w hich  got th e  crow d 
riled  up. However, a lth o u g h  they  
w ere very en thusiastic  and  bough t a

range of sounds in to  the  m ix  (I really  
liked  the  violinist), a lo t of the ir 
songs seem ed repetitive and  only one 
song stuck  to  m em ory (the ir headline 
song, ‘Ju s t A Song abou t P ing  Pong’), 
and  by the  end  of th e ir  set the  crow d 
had  d issipated . This w asn’t  helped  by 
the  second supporting  act, The S atin  
Peaches, w hose d is jo in ted  chords 
m ade me, as w ell as several m em bers 
of the  crow d back away slowly to  the  
b a r  area in  a vague hope th a t a few 
m ore un its  of alcohol m ay im prove 
the  s itua tion .

However, the re  w as electricity  in 
th e  a i r  as th e  an tic ip a tio n  b u il t 
before B righ ton  based  seven piece 
dua l d rum m er b and  the  Go! Team 
jum ped onto  the  stage. The energy 
th a t they  rad ia ted  seem ed everlast­
ing and  th is  w as defin itely  reflected 
in  the  crowd, w ho seem ed m ore and  
m ore excited as the  n igh t progressed. 
L ead vocalist N inja w as energetic 
th roughout the  n ight, bouncing  along 
to the  b an d ’s anthem s like a high- 
school cheerleader. The b an d  w as 
backed up  by a continuous video, 
w h ich  changed  a n d  flow ed and  
m oved w ith  th e  songs an d  bea t, 
seem ingly dancing  along w ith  the  
band. The m usic was (as expected  
from  a b and  w ith  tw o drum m ers) 
ex trem ely  rhythm ic; how ever they 
d id  m ix  up the  m usic playing from 
pure  m elody to  pure voice to pure  
rhythm , w hich  certain ly  m ade the 
n igh t m ore interesting.

L og  onto  w w w .nm e.com  to find  
o u t m ore abou t the artists, or type in  
h ttp : //w w w .n m e . co m /b log /index .ph  
p?blog=108 to check  o u t the  tour  

.blog. ^

P t ’s a lm o st tim e  fo r  u s  to  r in g  R oss 
P h illip s , g u ita r is t  o f H a rd -F i, a n d  

L l ’m w a itin g  fo r D an ie l to  a rriv e  
v ith  th e  m icrophone  recorder. I  re ­
read th e  e m ail in  th e  P a rtB  in b o x  from  

jH ard -F i’s pub lic is t: “You need  to  ca ll 
ffiim a t  2 :30pm  -  th e  b a n d  a re  do ing  
In te rv iew s  a ll  day, so if  you  m iss th e  
Jiot you’re  basica lly  s tu ffed !” I  g lance 
a t  th e  clock, i t  re a d s  2:38pm . D aniel 
fin a lly  b u rs ts  th ro u g h  th e  door, a n d  
fence w e’re  se t  u p  a n d  d ia llin g  R oss’ 
n u m b e r , i ts  2:43 pm . I t  r ings, w e w a it 
feervously, a n d  he answ ers.
■ H i Ross, P a rtB  h ere , s o rry  to  keep  you 
Jv a itin g .”
B H ey  guys, th a t ’s a lr ig h t,  d o n ’t  w orry  
■ b o u t  it.”
Ifou  w o u ld  th in k  th a t  w ith  m illions 
fef reco rd s so ld  a ro u n d  th e  w orld , 
jjgwo n u m b e r o ne  a lb u m s dow n 
■ h e ir  sleeve, sell o u t g igs in  th e  

(JK a n d  a b ro a d  u n d e r  th e  b e lt, h e  
n ig h t  be  a  l i t t le  b i t  o f a  diva. In 

S 'eality, th a t  v iew  c o u ld n ’t  be 
f u r t h e r  f ro m  th e  t ru th .  
D ete rm ined  to  n o t le t  su c ­

c e s s  ge t to  th e ir  h ead s,, 
f th e y  even  o p te d  to 

record th e ir  second 
S ilbum  in  th e i  
feaxi ra n k  con­
c e r te d  s tu d io  

w h ich  th e y

invested  a few  h u n d re d  q u id  in  to  
reco rd  th e ir  d ebu t.
“W h a t’s  on  y o u r  r id e r?” P a rtB  w a its  in  
a n tic ip a tio n  to  h e a r  th e  end less  l is t  o f 
rid icu lo u sly  e x tra v a g a n t d em an d s we 
w o u ld  m ake  if  in  th e ir  p o s it io n -  seed­
less peeled  grapes, G rey  Goose vodka, 
C o lo m b ian  coke , y o u r  f i r s t  b o rn  
ch ild ...
“B ecks. Im p o rted  beer. L o ts  o f im p o rt­
e d  beer. B u t n o  w h isky . W h isk y ’s 
b anned .”
Why?
“C os i t ’s f ig h t ju ice , in n it? ”
Ah, th e  in tr ic ac ie s  o f th e  H ard F i m ind. 
F rom  th e ir  b rie f a n d  b asic  r id e r  i t  is 
c lea r  you  c a n  ta k e  th e  boys o u t of 
S ta ines , b u t  y ou  c an n o t A 
^ ta k e  S ta in e s  o u t o f j  

;he boy. 
fejVe a sk  fo r  h is  1 

b e s t ro c k -  ’
’n ’ro ll h a n g o v e r^  
cure.

“I th in k  you  h ave to  e m b race  th e  h a n g -  -  
over. T h e re ’s  no  m irac le  cu re , really. 
J u s t  lo ts  o f w ater.”
So i t  seem s even  rock  b an d s  ju s t  r id e  i t  
o u t lik e  th e  re s t o f us. P e rh ap s  som e­
o ne  sh o u ld  te ll R oss of th e  m irac les  of 
B erocca. We a sk  Ross w h a t th e  m ost 
e m b ara ssin g  song  on  h is  iPod  is.
“F in e  Y oung C ann iba ls .”
A nd  w h a t d id  th e  boys do  before  th e ir  
b a n d  h it  th e  b ig  tim e?
“I w orked  in  a  h i-f i shop  th a t  so ld  
ch eap  speakers . T he o th e r  boys ju s t  d id  
b its  a n d  b a ts  really. W e’ve alw ays been  
in  b an d s  try in g  to  m ak e  a  liv in g  doing  
th a t.  K ai w o rk ed  for^Rento k il a n d  we 
u sed  to  to u r  i n j  
h is  v an .”
S o  i t  seem s U v ®  
th e re  is hope for ® J  
everyone. We a sk  
h im  w h o  hij 
favourite  ro d  

;g e n d  is.

ju re  u p  unages o f J im i a n d  Kevin" 
S h ie ld s  in  o u r  m ind , R oss responds, 
“W ell, i t ’s g o tta  be E lv is, in n it?  W h at 
w ith  h is fr ie d  b a n a n a  sandw iches a n d ’ 
th a t.”
W h a t if  you  a tte m p te d  to  b r in g  Elvis 
b a c k  from  th e  d ead  to  be b e s t m an  a t  
y o u r w edd ing , b u t g o t th e  in can ta tio n  
w rong  a n d  g o t B a rry  M anilow  instead? 
“I ’d  have  to  a sk  h im  to  leave.”
K erry  K a to n a  of A tom ic K itten  fam e 
h as  ju s t  b een  g iven  a n  o n line tim e  c ap ­
su le  by  th e  100 Y ear P ro je c t 
(w w w .the l.00yearw ebsite .com ). W h at 
w ou ld  be in  H a rd  F i’s tim e  capsule? 
“B o ttles  o f S te lla  A rto is. A C /D C ’s “74 
Ja i lb re a k ” , am  
a  tw e n ty  pack , 
o f B ensons.”
H ard-F i p la y  
W e m b l e y  

Iren  a Dec.
18 th.
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a n g u s t s e  reviews control, the 
new film about joy division HI?

e Mode a

You don’t  have to know who the person portrayed is, let alone love him, in 
order to enjoy a biopic. The sim ple answer is th a t a ll biopics feature a 
dram atic life. Rags-to-riches, rise-and-fall: any juicy scrip t w ith wide 
contrasts, coupled with an A-list cast, does the trick  in capturing all 
audiences beyond the  hardcore fanbase. W ith a music biopic, i t ’s a 

no-brainer to include a greatest hits package of performances, 
e ither tightly choreographed or inserted appropriately a t cer­
ta in  peaks and troughs of the person’s life, maximising the 
d ram atic potential.

Control makes no claim  in being groundbreak­
ing, b u t it  is still refreshing. A biopic about the 
brief but revered 70s rock band Joy Division 
(the predecessor to the highly influential 8 0 s j 
dance-punk group New Order), i t  charts 
the beginning and the end of the group.
A dapted from the memoir Touching 
From a D istance  by C urtis’ wife 
Deborah, this is the theatrical debut of 
famed photographer and music video 
d irec to r A nton Corbijn, the  m ap f lJ 
responsible for creating the ‘image’ of DepeS

The essential events are  covered: how Ian and D eborah m et and m arried young; how 
the band  m et Tony Wilson, co-founder of Factory Records which they eventually signed 
up with; Ian ’s epilepsy and increasing disillusionm ent w ith m arried life compounded by 
Deborah’s pregnancy; Ian ’s mistress Annik Honore comes into his life; and finally Ian ’s 
em otional breakdown, struggling between his illness and his conflicted love for two 
women.

I t’s the  details th a t lift th is biopic beyond the norm. Shot in gorgeous black and 
white, Corbijn captures the environm ent and atm osphere of growing up in Macclesfield 
and the M anchester scene. Some contem porary music - David Bowie, Lou Reed - is 
chimed in the opening. Even the accusations of the  band’s neo-Nazism are, perhaps 
cheekily, hinted. Most importantly, the  actors learn t and played the songs, and w ith a 
quick YouTube browse you could tell they are  note-perfect. These sparks of musical 
genius are  deliberately contrasted with the m onotonous nowhereland, both in how the 
film  is shot b u t also its  gritty, commonplace settings.

Control has its problems. I t  feels curiously slow soon after A nnik is introduced, 
although this recovers later when the domestic strife becomes full blown. The pre­
dictable use of ‘Love Will Tear Us A part’ (their ‘highlight’) is disappointing. And 
although many bands - for example the  ‘New Rom antics’ (and now the emos), Interpol -

have professed Joy Division being a  source of inspiration, it is h ard  to see, p a r­
ticularly for those who a ren ’t  music fans, why they m attered in the f irst place. 
Snippets of their songs are  m erely interspersed in the film, and the perform ­

ances are few and low-key.
But Corbijn’s intentions are far nobler than  a simple hackjob 

to m ake a spectacular advert showcasing the band. His deci-
  sions in filming, from the precision in details and shooting in

black in white, culm inates into the effect as if we, the 
audience, are  witnessing a moment in time, a histori- 

cal footprint in each scene. An early scene focusing 
. on the audience, including the band, in awe at 

*. a Sex Pistols gig encapsulates the intensity of 
experience which Corbijn has equally con- 

&  veyed during the band’s performances. 
‘&V* And if you aren’t  persuaded by the 

music, Control is also a character study 
focusing on Ian, a m an trying to break
out and m ake a living w ith his talent

but is crum bling inside. A m usic film 
stripped of the glam our and excess rock sta r cliches, and focusing instead on the psycho­
logical turm oil and domestic life of the protagonist, is the right story to tell.

Sam antha Morton, something of a B ritish indie goddess alongside Tilda Swinton, gives 
an excellent performance as the childhood sw eetheart shattered by Ian ’s infidelity. 
Newcomer Sam  Riley, sporting the haircu t and dance moves of Ian Curtis but also having 
an uncanny resemblance to Pete Doherty, is outstanding as a sensitive figure, worn out and 
stuck in circumstances beyond his control. Supporting cast is equally efficient- Craig
P arkinson as Tony Wilson and Tbby Kebbell as the  band’s m anager provide comic relief,
w ith one scene playing a great inside joke about the legendary record label. A cameo by 
punk poet John Cooper Clarke brings a pleasant shock to the uninitiated.

Control is a labour of love for Corbijn. Having left the N etherlands in 1979 to work for 
NME, Joy Division was one of the f irst bands he covered and loved. There is no other p er­
son worthy to carry this fitting tribu te  to the band and the tragic singer. And for those who 
had no clue who they were, hearing the opening of ‘Transmission’ just m ight m ake you 
w ant to discover them.
iQyd &rttTg m assive joy d iv ision  d a tam onste r, a ll o f th e  know ledge 
COrbil OtSOiUK a n to n ’s officious site , lo ts  o f good co n ten t

ex ce llen t a n d  overlooked in te rv iew  w ith  
th e  b a n d  from  E x tro  sc i-fi m agaz ine  vol.5

y<£Om m in in g  m achinery, check  th e ir  R S20s R oof C on tro l S u p p o rt S ystem
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A s the  leaves on the  trees in  London’s second 
largest Royal pa rk  tu rn  a gentle yellow, and  
drifting  from  th e  trees form  a ruffled patina  

over the  m annered  arcades and  avenues, L ondon’s 
la rgest a r t  fa ir  lum bers in  on its annua l A utum n 
p lacem ent. Housed in  a g igan­
tic  w eatherless hunk  of s truc ­
tu ra lly  re in fo rced  canvas,
F rieze is a m ono lith ic  a r t 
en terp rise  w herein  m illions of 
pounds w orth  of the  w orld ’s 
m ost sough t-after contem po­
rary  a r t  is devoured by some of 
the  w orld ’s w ealth iest people.

Frieze’s rise  to  prom inence in 
the  A rt w orld ’s ca lendar has 
been noth ing  if n o t prodigious.
S ta rted  only five years ago by a 
m agazine of lim ited  in te rn a ­
tional repute, i t  has becom e a 
seasonal m agnet for the  ‘in te r­
n a tio n a l w ealthy  s e t’ w ho 
b ring  im m ense buying  pow er 
to  tra d itio n a lly  m oribund  
A utum nal London. As Alex 
Israel of global supergallery  . _
H auser & W irth confided to  
me, ‘Frieze is becom ing more 
th a n  b ig  business, i t ’s becom ­
ing  enorm ous b u s in ess ’ and  
ce rta in ly  w ith  151 of th e  _ _ _ _ _  
w orld ’s m ost w ealthy galleries 
sh ifting  an  estim ated  40 m il­
lion  pounds w orth  of a r t over 4 
days, th is  is a m ercantile event 
on a  p a r  w ith  Jesus’s tem ple or 
the  m ost prestig ious of arm s 
fairs.

The experience on offer to  the 
financially -o rd inary  v isitor is 
a m ixed one. Frieze accom m o­
dates over 15,000 visitors a day 
in  w h a t is basically  a ten t.
R am m ed in  like  m a ltre a ted  
ca ttle  v isitors troop from  stall 
to  s ta ll in  an  overly-in tim ate 
conga line, and  the  continual 
clipping  of heels and  acciden­
ta l shoulderings becom e a sap­
p ing  ordeal. W hat's  m ore the 
cu rren ts and  forceful eddies of 
people qualita tively  in terfere 
w ith  one’s ab ility  to  view  of the 
w ork on display, being  a t the 
sam e tim e an  im pedim ent to 
free m ovem ent and  an  unw ant­
ed force of propulsion, forever 
p reven ting  you from  getting  
d ec en t s ig h t of p ieces and  
push ing  you p a s t ones th a t 
m igh t deserve lingering  
appraisal. In  fact, outside of a
h u rricane-sw ep t m oor in  the  n ight, o r say, the  surface 
of the  sun, th e  Frieze A rt fa ir  provides possibly the 
w orst conditions un d er w hich to look a t  art. One is 
reduced to  looking for cu te  one liners  and  adverto ri­
a l gags, th ings quickly g rasped are the  only things 
grasped. W hilst all n arrative, am biguity  and sub tle r 
m eaning are  lost in  the  throng.

For pieces to  succeed under these conditions they 
e ither need to  be so bad  you can  to ta lly  ignore them ,

o r physically  im posing enough to  tran scend  the 
hum an  m ass and  lim ited  space. On the  la tte r  of these 
term s A nn Veronica Janssens’ Sans Titre (Provisoire) 
w as a pa lpab le  hit. A vast ceiling-high stack  of LED 
tickers, of the  type used  a t sport s tadium s, deliver a 
tex t-based  version of in ternational news in  a scroll­
ing  d ig itized  scuttle , a w ry exam ination  of the 
m ed ia’s reductive role in  political know ledge and  the 
conditions of the  eternal-p resen t. M ichael E lm green 
and  Ingar D agset’s u n titled  piece consisted of a 
lengthy L -shaped  corridor cram m ed w ith  hundreds 
of sm all w hite  fram es each contain ing  a snap  of th e ir  
lives, th e ir  friends, th e ir  f r ie n d ’s penises, th e ir  
friend ’s penises on tra in s , a ragged and phallic  p ic to­
ria l biography, a facebook photo-record  transposed  
in to  the sanctified  space of a gallery. There w as a 
ra th e r  poor display from  m any B ritish  artis ts . David

mm

Shrig ley’s conceptually  im m obile set of pa in tings 
w ere noth ing  to  w rite  hom e about, as w ere G ilbert & 
G eorge’s em barrassing ly  self-parod ic forays in to  
desktop  publishing. S arah  L ucas’s unprepossessing 
photographic se lf-po rtra it sagged limply, he r Frieze 
presence a long way from  her legendary Freeze one. 
The exception proved to be A nish K apoor’s Inout, a 
deceptively energetic blob of p lastic, organic and 
gloopy b u t w ith  very delicate form  and  sparkly  su r­
face, playing w ith  dep th  an d  reflection  in  the  com­

pelling  way we have come to expect. A pparently  Jake 
and  D inos C hapm an h ad  been  doodling on people’s 
banknotes, defacing the  Q ueen’s head  in a borderline 
treasonab le m anner. C ertainly fun  and  D ali w ould’ve 
approved, b u t indicative of the-lack of quality.

As a friend  cutely observed, Frieze is an  ‘a r t m all’ 
w hich  in  itse lf is a ra th e r depressing th ing , b u t even 
if you are to accep t th a t an  app rop ria te  response to  
a r t is to  buy it, then  you still confronted  w ith  a m all 
selling thousands of things, none of w hich you can 
afford. Jon a th an  H orow itz’s k itschy figurine bearing  
the  inscrip tion  ‘m illionaires are people too ’ w as the 
perfec t tongue-in-cheek supp lication  to  the  people 
for w hom  th is  fa ir  w as in tended. If m illionaires were 
m ade to  feel welcome, the  res t of us w ere trea ted  a b it 
like tram ps outside a yacht-shop, allow ed to  hang 

a round  for a b it, getting  a b rief 
iglimpse of th ings way beyond 
our financial m eans before get­
ting  moved on. In  the  face of 
th is  reality, and  as a  m easure of 
Frieze’s runaw ay financia l suc­
cess, m any ga lle ry  peop le I 
: spoke to  w ere anxious to  pro ­
m ote th e  idea  of inclusivity . 
M aureen Paley of the  M aureen 
Paley G allery sounded assured  
w hen she to ld  me th a t ‘th is  year 
the re  has been  a defin ite  sh ift in 
th e  balance of em phasis from  
buyer to  viewer. The range of 
scene has been m uch m ore than  
you m ight associate w ith  the 
com merce of the  fair.’ B u t in  
tru th  h e r insistence  sounded 
hollow  in  th e  lig h t of he r 
ga lle ry ’s aggressive b rand ing , 
five figure price tags and  horde 

IPS sales reps.

Frieze is a p lace in  w hich  one 
can  m arvel a t  th e  ex ten t to  

jw hich cap ita l has pene tra ted  
the  a r t w orld, and  the  ex ten t to 

I  w hich  the  a r t w orld has ben t 
H o v e r  to  accom m odate it. The 
11 Saab stall, in w hich a decidedly 

unironic show model ca r was 
iflanked by some a tten d an t dec- 
lorative catalogues, appeared  to 
be taken  as a  norm ative p res­
ence. N ot a d issenting  w ord was 
to  be heard  w hen the  BMW logo 
-was sham elessly  v isually - 
m atched  w ith  the  fina l moving 
circle of O liver Payne and  N ick 
R elph’s m edita tive film ic take 
on M ondrian. The idea of con­
fron ting  cap ita l is a  nostalgic 
glimmer, th a t is dism issed w ith  
jslightly em barrassed  shrugs by 
jan a r t w orld  th a t long ago com­
m odified financial dissent, and  
recently  got bored  of the  irony 
th a t entailed.

W hen Tony O usler can  flog old 
[television rem otes for £50 a pop, 
land the  critica l presence smiles 
indulgently  as one m igh t smile 
[at a ch ild  w ho asks why people 
jhave to  ow n things, then  some­
th in g  has gone aw ry w ith  the 
c a p ab ili ty  of a r t  to  ho ld  to  
account the  processes th a t have 
come to shape and  underp in  it. 

There’s a very real sense in  w hich the  aforem entioned 
child  has had  its  tee th  k icked in  by a  playground 
bully  and  may need som ething  m ore th a n  an  indu l­
gen t smile to  address its lack.

b lo g s-g u a rd ia n .c o .u k /a r t/2 0 0 7 /1 0 /w h y  frieze  is  a  go ld  m in e h tro l 
to  be  p lugged  in to  th e  e lec tric ity  of m oney  is a p p a ren tly  exciting. 
http ://w w w .fo rloveandm oney .o rg .uk / th e  exce llen t R esonance FM ’s 
po d casted  ta k e  on  Friezonom ics

d e ta ils  o f c u ltu ra l  a p p ro p ria tio n  u n d e rtak en  by  th e  D eutsche B ank  
E d u c a tio n  S pace  a t  Frieze

danielyates e n c o u n t e r s  t h e  a r t  c a p i t a l  in ou r  f a i r  c a p i t a l
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YOU ARE WHAT YOU WEAR
hollieastman h e l p s  you  m o u l d  y o u r s e l f  i nto t h e  LSE s t e r e o t y p e s

W ith F reshers’ w eek subsid ing  and  the 
beer goggles finally  clearing  from  your 
eyes, finding  your iden tity  a t  universi­
ty  can be a fearfu l prospect. A clean, 
fresh, and  daun ting ly  b lan k  canvas 
lay ahead  of you. U tilis ing  cloth­
ing  to  shape your iden tity  is 
h ard ly  a revo lu tionary  con­
cept; nonetheless finding  ones 
p lace is a som etim es d ifficult 
m anoeuvre. So if you’re  new  
to LSE an d  a re  searching  for 
some guidance here are  four 
inspiring  stereotypes to  lend 
a help ing  hand;

The Rah: A s tan ­
d a rd  in s tilla tio n  of any 
B ritish  un iversity , th e  
R ah is usually  spotted  
in  a  crowd, jabbering  
a b o u t D addies 
c red it card, her 
p u rsu it of the 
la te s t Ju icy  
sw eats and  
how  T a rqu in  
h asn ’t  respond­
ed yet, and  w ha t 
to  w ea r to  
M ahik i to n ig h t 
w hilst g la ring  a t 
h e r  B lackberry .
You don’t  have to
be landed  gentry  to  get th is  look, ju s t 
garn ish  yourself w ith  a la rge scarf, as 
ethn ic and  gap yearesque looking as 
possible, a  p a ir  of skinny jeans, your 
school leavers hoodie, Pearls, an  over­

sized shoulder bag, and  
a p a ir  of Ugg’s. Big ha ir 
is v ita l, crow ned, of 
course w ith  th e  largest 

Nicole Ritchie 
in sp ired  su n ­
glasses you can 

g et you r 
h an d s  on. 

Ohh and  a 
t a n ,  
a lthough  

i close 
ap p ro x im a tio n  to  
an  orange should 
try  to be avoided.

T h e  
I n v e s t m e n t  
Banker protege: If 
you th in k  th a t the 
Hedge fund socie- 
ty  w as founded in 

j \  honour of Charlie
I ! Dimmock th en
I j th is  m ay n o t be

your bag. D ressed 
in  a suit, even for 
a  9am lecture on 
a M onday w hen 
everyone else 
appears to  have 

op ted  fo r staying 
in  th e ir  pyjam as, 

( I w ith  la p to p  an d  
\  \  /  FT in  clutched in
S  /  V h an d , the
\ I  I  Investm en t b an k e r 
i ( \  is sp o tte d  un n erv -

ingly close to  th e  lecturer. W hilst the 
res t of the  stu d en t body m ay view 
checking Facebook as the  best use of 
the  lib rary  com puters the  fu tu re  I.B is 
m ore concerned w ith  his stocks. Fear 
not, to  get Investm ent banker 
style access to  a  signing on 
bonus is n o t necessary, throw  
on your best su it -  open col­
la r  fo r ca su a l occasions, 
your sh in iest shoes and  your 
lap top  bag  and  you’re  ready 
to  go.

The General 
Course student: U sually  
freshly arrived  from  the 
U S of A, a G eneral 
Course stu d en t is usually 
spo tted  by the  nam e of 
th e ir  A m erican U niversity 
b lazed  across every item  of 
clothing, be i t  a  hoodie, T- 
sh irt, shorts, b aseball hat, 
track su it bo ttom s o r scarf.
To th is  ex ten t i t  can  be a 
hard  style to  replicate  as 
covering yourself in  vast 
am ounts of LSE 
em bossed  clo th ing  
w ould fail to  have the  desired effect. 
A n alternative way to  recreate  G eneral 
Course chic w ould be  to sim ply adorn  
a sh irt (w hich m ust be described  as an 
Oxford) or som ething Polo, team ed 
w ith  a p a ir  of s tra ig h t jeans and  either 
H av iana’s (regardless of the  w eather) 
or a m ulti-co loured  boat shoe. Then 
ju s t added the  ph rase  “M ad Chill” to
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your vocabulary an d  transfo rm ation  
com plete.
The Rude Boy: If you have a passion 
for all th ings G angsta and  th in k  th a t 
S ean Coombs is a fashion  designing 
genius then  th is  may be the  style for 
you. Rude Boys are usually  to  be  found 

“cotching” outside the  L ib rary  
in  la rge groups, b u t Vodka 

Island  is the  ideal spotting  
location . L uckily  w h e th e r 

you’re ac tually  from  the  ‘hood 
o r ju s t from  Harrow, the Rude 

W  Boy approach  to  fashion  is easi­
ly in terp reted ; baggy jeans w orn 

w ith  an  extrem ely logo-ed T-shirt, a 
, zip  up  H oodie and  some form  of large 

sports shoe. N ext ice yourself w ith  a 
single stud  ea rring  and  a Puffy 

sty le  neck lace . P roperly  
preened h a ir  is key to th is 

look, th in k  lots of gel, spikes 
and  if you really  w an t to go all 

th e  way, m aybe a  few  highlights. 
Finally  s ta rt referring  to your friends 

as “B ruv” and  your ready to cotch 
w ith  th e  best!

If none of th e  above floa t your 
b oa t w orry not. Conform ity is over­

ra ted . E m brace you r ow n identity , 
w hether G ap year chic o r a  passion  for 
post N u- rave neon’s. E xpressing  your­
self in  your ow n way is v ita l for your 
ow n happ iness, so chuck  on th a t 
sequin  head  b and  and  those flowery 
Crocs you always w an ted  to  buy. I t ’s 
your canvas, i t ’s up  to  you!

SSI
r-*
Hg
m
6 \  :

T H £  F y C K  A y #U?
joshheller g o e s  in s e a r c h  o f  i d e n t i t y  a n d  f i n d s  s o c k s

Anyone fighting through the hordes of peo­
ple on Houghton s treet o r frankly anywhere 
in this insanely crowded university will 
inevitably come to  the  conclusion th a t  LSE 
is packed full of people. S tudents are trying 
to establish their identity  in teem ing cam­
puses across the  country, LSE though, 
exists in the heart of the UK 's busiest city, 
m aking the search th a t m uch harder.

Considerations of identity  are perhaps 
m ost im portan t (whether they realise it or 
not) to first year undergrads. I t is a harsh  
fact th a t the  first few weeks of freshers can 
be absolutely horrible. Obviously m eeting 
new people is great, and  everything is love­
ly and all exciting and  w onderful and 
am azing etc. Yet the struggle for identity 
m eans being throw n into a group of new 
people can be hell, particularly  if you're 
forced to live w ith them. For it's  really in 
halls w here the ba ttle  for identity  escalates 
in to  a full blown nuclear fucking war. Fresh 
from school m ost have probably never lived 
away from home before (except perhaps if 
you w ere build ing  A frican  ch ild ren ’s 
orphanages in  South E ast Asia or you've 
"done" South America). Now in a totally 
new peer group, the  shared struggle for 
individual identity  is painful, difficult and 
to all intensive purposes basically crap. 
Many will try  and establish themselves 
from  the get go, using  every conversation to 
slip in hints of how political they are, or 
casually  rem ind people how they 're  so 
chilled out and easy going. People fre­
quently  forgo the hints and are one step 
away from screaming "I'm really really left

wing!!! " into your face. Those who are 
shyer than  others, in tim idated by the peo­
ple exclaiming th e ir  characteristics, can 
feel even less w illing to socialise and retreat 
further into their shell. Some find it easier 
to give up on the fight altogether and cling 
to a group w ith u tterly  generic and non- 
confron tational charac te ristics. These

is th a t  even vastly experienced second 
years, th ird  years and beyond, are  often 
fighting to assert their identity. Practically 
everyone is scram bling to be p a rt of a group 
or be associated w ith something they feel 
their personality requires, be it a sports 
team, a  society or just a group of friends. 
This obviously isn 't a bad thing. It's  nice to 

have a
r o u p

th a t  you
feel you
b e l o n g
to. If it's
b a s e d
around a
c o m m o n  
i n t e r e s t  
then th a t 
j u s t

groups are  the  easiest to spot, ignoring any 
attem pt a t  individualism  they all go on the 
same fucking pub craw ls wearing the same 
fucking t-sh irts , d rink ing  out of each 
other's crotches until they 're hammered 
enough to try  and convince themselves 
they 're enjoying it.
It's  not all bad though, i t  gets easier, and 
you do become more confident and  more 
secure. Although some advice m ight be to 
find people you actually like and spend 
tim e w ith them , ra th er than  just clinging to 
people because they’re there. But the tru th

jmakes it 
ie a s i  e r . 
Trying to 

e s t a b l i s h  
an identity  isn 't necessarily a bad th ing at 
all. It's  the honing of th a t identity  as an 
end in and of itself th a t is really quite t rag ­
ic. Joining societies for the sole reason th at 
you w ant people to notice you’re in them. 
Spending tim e w ith people so th a t others 
will see th at you spend tim e w ith those peo­
ple. T hat isn 't an identity; i t's  a perception, 
and a pretty  soulless existence a t  that.
It is easy to see th a t some individuals are 
more individual th an  o ther individuals. 
There are those people who have a stronger 
identity. They are more recognizable than

everyone around them . W hat it  is th a t gives 
people strength of identity  is much harder 
to  d istil th an  one may suspect. A lengthy 
study (cursory glance) indicates th a t  it isn’t  
necessarily a boorish and loud personality 
th a t has strength of identity. Quiet and 
reserved people can have it as well. It 
seems th a t  any character th a t stands ap art 
from the crowd is on identity  steroids. An 
easy way to set yourself ap a rt from the 
crowd is to  look different from it. People 
who w ear w eird clothes are always consid­
ered to have strong identities.
This leads me to talk  about something of 
which I have not one clue; clothes. I guess I 
understand  the fashion as a rt idea, bu t 
surely no one would assert th a t fashion is 
simply about "looking good"? Is i t  not the 
case th a t alm ost the  whole point of fashion 
is identity? You associate w ith  (or absolute­
ly reject) certain  groups and trends. I don 't 
th ink  it's  as simple as a binary situation; 
fashionable or not, i t  is an  identity  th at 
you're wearing. Is it a bad th ing th a t peo­
ple w ear certain clothes so they are per­
ceived a  certa in  way? Perhaps not, 
although maybe it is a bad th ing th a t peo­
ple perceive o thers in a  certain  way because 
they w ear certain clothes. Indeed, I myself 
am  not oblivious to this. I wear odd socks, 
partly  because I don 't really see the  point of 
wearing m atching socks, mostly because 
who can be arsed to actually sort through 
socks? But maybe a little  b it because then 
people w ill know th a t my identity  is being 
the k ind of person th a t wears odd socks.
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v r s
l.You cannot travel w ithout it2. As George M ichael says, you 

gotta have this. (5)
6. N ot ju st another w ord for 

vagina. (6)
8. W hat we a re  in  search of in 

this issue. (8)
10. “Smoke and a...” this. Also 

Breakfast in the  m orning. (7)
11. F irst name of our director. 

(6)

3. According to SWPS, George 
W is the  num ber one. (9)

4. W hat some a rtists  do w ith  a 
brush. (8)

5. Culture including hip hop 
soul. Also, n ot rural. (5)

7. Precedes the  words "Don't 
move!" in  arm ed robberies. (6)

9. Founder of deconstruction
(7)

10. Arr. Peg Leg. (6)

'haw

E m s H  m a l w n i s r ^ i s i t l i M s u a j i h

V
th in k  y o u ’re  g o rgeous.

A bso lu te ly  gorgeous. A nd  I 
to ld  you  so o ne  d ru n k e n  
evening  in  th e  tu n s . You 

th o u g h t  I  w o u ld n ’t  
rem em b er b u t  I  do.

C all me!

. y o u rse lf  a g a in s t 
m e in  th e  O ld B u ild in g  lift. 
W as t h a t  a  g u n  in  y o u r p o ck ­
e t o r  w e re  you  h a p p y  to  

m eet m e? L e t’s d o  i t  a g a in  
som etim e. W ith  a  rea l 

gun .

to u ch ed  m e  in  th e  m ost 
spec ia l o f p laces. M y te s ti­

c les. m ay b e  o ne  tim e  w e 
cou ld  to u c h  each  o th e r  a t  
th e  sam e t im e  a n d  o n  p u r ­

pose, m aybe  a t  a  bus 
s to p  fo r  7 m in ­

utes?

m e t a t  vo d k a  is land . You 
w ere s ink ing , I  w as f loa ting  

y o u r  bo a t. T he b io log is t from  
Im p eria l t r ie d  to  g ra b  y o u r 

m olecules a n d  I  s tep p ed  
dow n. I reg re t th a t

b a b y  I love y o u r way, 
every  day. W anna b e  w ith  
you  n ig h t  a n d  day. 
E veryday . T h is  cheesy  

song  is  m ore  th a n  ju s t 
o u r  in side  joke, its  

th e  t ru th .

m e t you  in  p riso n  in  1978. 
You w ere d am p  a n d  h a d  k illed  

th a t  p ro s titu te , I  w as in  fo r 
p a rk in g  offences. We m ad e  a 
p a c t  w hereby  I  gave you  m y 

m o n ey  a n d  th in g s . M y 
b o tto m  is  lone ly  boy 

p lease.

P o s itio n  n o . ZZ  - The 
S c a rle t L e t te r
N a th a n ie l H aw th o rn e

“M other,” sa id  [P ea rl] , “w a s  t h a t  
th e  s a m e  m in is te r  t h a t  k is se d  m e  b y  
th e  b ro o k ? ”
“Hold th y  peace , d e a r  li t t le  P e a r l!” 
w h isp e re d  h e r  m o th e r. “We m u s t  n o t 
a lw ay s ta lk  in  th e  m a rk e t-p lace  of 
w h a t  h a p p e n s  to  u s  in  th e  fo re s t.” 
(Ch. 4 )

S alut, comrades. This week I pene­
tra te  the  reifying technological p e t­
r if ica tio n  of th e  S ociety of the  
, Spectacle as I immerse myself in the 

tgorous c ritical analysis of the 20th 
Century French intelligentsia. The 
tim e has come for you too to take 
the plunge; cast off your bourgeois 
inhibitions (and clothes), for this is 
the end of the dialectic, and  th at 
can only m ean one thing: sexytimes.

D ear Auntie,
I've been dating my b ird  fo r three 
m onths but she w on’t  p u t out. She 
w an ts to  w a it u n til we are in love so 
i t’ll be “special” . Could she be ill? 
Sincerely,
H om y Young M an Eager4 Nookie

My dear H.Y.M.E.N., the  history of 
sex in  the  west is not sim ply one of 
repression , condem nation; the 
tyranny of the pu lp it and the con­
fessional. Instead, this “repression” 
forms p a rt of our m odern discoures 
on sex, discourses w hich ra th e r  
than  repress sexuality have in fact 
contributed to the complex m achin­
ery for producing tru ths of sex and 
its pleasures, to be embodied in 
‘sexuality’. In  contrast to the soci­
eties of China, Japan, Rome, and 
A rabo-M uslim  na tio n s  w hich 
granted themselves the  ars erotica, 
in  which pleasure is no t defined in 
relation to the perm itted or the for­
bidden, the scientia sexualis  of the 
w est can certainly be frustratingly 
counter-revolu tionary . Your only 
hope is to  study  the  advanced 
seduction techniques of M. Jagger, 
who docum ented m ethods for rend­
ing any fem ale “U nder My T hum b”. 
T hat - o r try  buying her doubles 
instead of singles. Gin especially 
good.
Yours, A untie Foucault 

Auntie,
I am holding my iPhone and  m as­
tu rb a tin g  furiously. The skin has 
tu rn ed  red and  i t  stings. Could I be 
developing an  infection?
Regards,
Really A ctually Seriously H urts

Friend R.A.S.H., in  the  reified soci­
ety of the spectacle, satisfaction no 
longer comes from the use of abun­
d an t commodities, b u t in the  recog­
nition of th e ir  value as commodi­
ties. Your relig ious devotion to 
Apple reveals a naked Steve Jobs as 
your Christ, your only use to  him 
the  fundam ental use of psychic sub­
mission. Thus m adness reappears in 
the  posture whch pretends to fight 
it. The only prescription is sudocre- 
am and lube, then  death.
Best, Auntie Debord

Auntie,
I  have just moved to London fo r to 
study. So fa r  a ll the  boys I have m et 
a re  pale weedy specimens w ith  acne 
an d  over-considered  ha ircu ts. 
W here are  all the Pete Dohertys? 
Have w e been sold a  lie?
Love,
1st year, Sociology

Yes, my girl, like many before you, 
you have come to  the  vulgarian 
citadel in the  hopes of finding true 
love, a Doherty or a Gallagher or a 
Daltrey or a  M cCartney to  call your 
own; only to realise th a t  the idea of 
swinging London is an illusion! The 
source of th is  m alaise can be traced  
to  Beatlem ania, a project devised 
during the period of decolonisation, 
w hen a crum bling British Empire 
m eant th a t, soon, lit tle  E ngland 
w ould  be exposed as a  dam p 
Conservative backw ater on the edge 
of Europe. E ngland’s ruling class 
determ ined , correctly, th a t  the 
In ternationalist movement sweep­
ing  E urope was draw ing  ever- 
increasing num bers of th a t  most 
precious reproductive commodity to 
the Continent: Swedish girls. In  an 
deft m anoeuvre, they devised a neo- 
Im perialist plot to  ensnare these 
Scandanavian beauties, fam ed for 
th e ir  sk ills in  reproduction . 
A pp ro p ria tin g  the  rhythm s and 
chords of black Am erican music, 
they  tra ined  four young Etonian 
agents in the  m annerism s of the  
L iverpud lian  p ro le ta ria t, and

 ,---------------------------------------

unleashed this creation upon the 
w orld, b rainw ash ing  th e  nubile, 
m ate rn a l g irls  of Sw eden (and 
beyond) w ith the  lie-dream  of cool, 
rebellious chic and rock’n ’rolligion. 
This mode of p roduction  firmly 
established, the m achine continues 
to propagate the lie-dream  through 
the  weekly m usic press and  h it 
parade. Flee, while you still have 
the breath  to run.
Love, Auntie Sartre

D ear Auntie, .
I  w as a young boy w ho h ad  big 

plans. Now I'm just another econ g r  
undergrad. I'm just a grouch w ank- 
ing on the couch, the w orld owes me + £  
so fuck me! Please?

3rd year, Econ

An ex is ten tia list perspective 
enables us to  understand  how bio­
logical and economic conditions led 
to  m ale suprem acy in the  prim itive 
hordes. Yet men have presum ed to 
create a fem inine dom ain of m ater- 
nalism, of immanence, in which to 
lock women up. The fate  of women 
and th a t  of socialism are  intim ately 
bound. Both a re  to be set free 
through the  economic development 
consequent upon the  social 
upheaval resulting from machinery. 
When the  socialist society is 
establsihed throughout the  world, 
there  will no longer be m en and 
wom en, b u t only w orkers. Your 
desired subjection of my body only 
dem onstrates th a t  which soon will 
be to m  down. Thus the  day of p a tr i­
arch a l econ stu d en ts  and  th e ir  
fetishes w ill end; then , perhaps, 
w ith  your back to the  wall, you will 
let loose the violence inside you. But 
that, young m an, is another story. 
Until then, why not facebook me? 
Yours, A untie de Beauvoir xoxo

Well, tim e for m e to b u m  the m use­
um s and occupy the  university. 
Send  y o u r lovely  emails to the  the- 
bea ver. partb@lse.ac. u k> or befriend  
m e on Facebook andremember, I ’ve 
seen things you  peop le  w ou ldn’t ^ 2
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statecrinneand punishment

67% in favour of
the death penalty

:no opinion

against

Kant
I m m anuel Kant was an im portant En­

lightenm ent thinker. He established a 
series of moral guidelines that provide 

a beautiful structure for human conduct 
(even if he was basically re-hashing 
Jesus). Considered a progressive in his 
tim e and even by many contem porary  
thinkers, the man was actually fully in 
support of capital punishment. He laid it 
out in pretty em phatically "whoever has 
com m itted murder, must die.” In an ex­
cellent reversal of traditional argum ents  
against capital punishment, Kant actu­
ally thought that if you didn't kill m ur­
derers then human life would no longer 
have any meaning.
He did introduce  
a few  caveats 
th a t are nicely 
summed up  in 
the US consti 
tu tion w ith  
"cruel and 
unusual" but 
he the great 
progressive rational 
ist argued that 
capital punish 
m ent is a "cate 
goricaf 
imperative."

The number of countries and territories that 
retain and use the death penalty, but the 
number of countries which actually execute 
prisoners in any one year is much smaller.

The minimum number of people who were 
executed in 25 countries in 2006. Last year, 
least 3,861 people were sentenced to death 
in 55 countries.

The number of prisoners who are under 
sentence of death as of 1 January 2007.38  
of the 50 US states provide for the death 
penalty in law. *

Imposing the 
death penalty
Hom osexuality
Saud i A rabia, Iran, P ak istan

Alcohol 
'f. consumption

S audi A rabia

W itchcraft
Saud i A rabia, C entral 
A frican Republic

Verbal 
opposition to  the  
governm ent

Syria

Drugs
B ahra in  (use of drugs), 
U SA  (trafficking of 
drugs)

Rape
P alestin ian  Authority, 

U ganda, China

Fraud
V ietnam, China

Opinion poll

In a Gallup poll conducted on 9-12 
October 2006, it was found that 
Americans are overwhelmingly in 
favour of the use o f the death 
penalty. Over the last 70 years, this 
figure has remained more or less 
constant, the only time the majority 
o f the American population have 
been against capital punishment 
was in May 1966 when 47% voted 
against and 42% in favour.

(S ta t is t ic s j ;o m e jr Q n jA n ia e s t y : I i i t £ c a 4 t L o j i ia L -__

the teachings of the  Koran.
Atheists and agnostics every­

where point out th at religion has 
killed many millions of people. 
But the  same is tru e  of some 
atheist and secular states, partic­
u larly  au thoritarian  regimes. 
More theocracies have existed 
for longer than  secular states 
have but, given the  chance, secu­
lar states have the  potential to 
endorse and use capital punish­
ment. The Soviet U nion under 
Stalin  and the People’s Republic 
of, China are  prim e examples. 
However, as Dawkins argues, it 
is im portant to d istinguiish be­
tween religious states, which in­
flict the death penalty because of 
their religion and ath e is t states 
as atheism has no ‘tenen t of cap­
ita l punishm ent. Some countries 
prescribe the death  penalty  for 
treason, which some may in te r­
pret as apostasy, however, secular 
states have a greater freedom to 
change their constitution than  a 
religious regime constrained  by 
holy texts.

Because of this, most democ­
racies have outlawed the use of 
capita l punishm ent: in fact, 90 
countries around the  globe have. 
But this is a minority, w ith  107 
still reserving the r ight to inflict 
the  death penalty on law break­
ers.

Most of those actively killing 
its citizens for crimes comm itted 
- as opposed to the r ight to s tate 
execution sim ply being on the 
law  books - are  religious states, 
such as Iran, Pakistan and Saudi 
Arabia. In the US, the  states 
which are m ost likely to use the 
death  penalty  are  those w ith a 
h igher proportion of religious 
Christians - Texas has ended a 
total of 388 lives and Oklahoma, 
84.

A link can be seen, therefore 
between religion and capital 
punishment.

state. And i t  is bound up as p a rt 
of a retrogressive and prejudiced 
crim inal ‘justice’ system. The jus­
tice system  is rotten; wrongful 
convictions are merely the symp-



The rape of the Sabine women: one of the first recorded uses of sexual abuse as a weapi
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O f course, the fa c t  tha t sexual assaults 
often go unpunished does no t help.

FEATU R E S :ffum a n  r ig h ts

victims ostracised w ith in  th eir  own 
communities. This weakens the cohe­
sion of the community as a  whole, and 
so, in  this sense, rape is a tactical 
decision.

Of course, the  fact th a t sexual 
assaults often go unpunished does not 
help. In  effect, im punity extends little  
credibility to the various organisa­
tions and conventions th a t  codify 
rape under punishable law. Not only 
does the International Criminal Court 
classify rape as a w ar crim e and/or 
crime against hum anity, b u t many 
acts of sexual violence such as rape,

cer was found to have failed to p re­
vent rapes comm itted by her troops, 
and  so was considered culpable for 
the rape.

These cases show th a t w hat is 
often n ot taken  into account in expla­
nations given for rape during conflict 
is the im portance of the  power differ­
ential. Women are overwhelmingly the 
victims, due to having been constant­
ly view ed as p roperty  or sexual 
objects. This ‘norm alisation’ of the 
idea of women as ‘lower orders’ tran s­
forms rape into a w ider social phe­
nomenon.

civil w ar
Christine W hyte and B&Nsnice M agistretti
ask if rape has become a m odern weapon.

Over the  p ast couple of 
years, the  Congo has 
experienced  a sudden 
increase in  sexual vio­
lence towards women, the 
problem  has lead specialists to refer 

to th is  phenomenon as an epidemic. 
No one really seems to fully under­
stand  why this has occurred. There is 
agreem ent th a t the  sudden increase in 
rapes coincides w ith  the escape of 
Rw andan param ilitary groups, who 

• fled deep into Congo’s w ilderness 
a fte r  the genocide. B ut their choice of 
the ‘weapon’ of rape is more difficult 
to explain.

A local Congolese doctor, Dr. 
M ukwege, who works in South Kivu

Province, has stated  th a t “they (the 
rapes) are done to  destroy women.” 

The stories and facts speak for 
themselves, w ith the youngest rape 
victim  aged only 3 years, and the  old­
est 75. Dr. Mukwege argues empotive- 
ly th a t “it’s a kind of barbarity  th at 
only savages are capable of.”Yes, but 
who are  these ‘savages’? We often 
th ink  of aggressors of this k ind as 
stree t-th u g s, crim inals or drug 
addicts. But, according to  the  United 
Nations, i t  is often Congolese govern­
m ent troops who perform  such atroc­
ities. U nited Nations troops have also 
been im plicated recently in sexual 
a ttacks on civilians. There are  other 
rep o rted  aggressors, iden tified  as

param ilitary groups in search of rich­
es, rebel troops seeking political over­
throw, and simply poorly-paid and 
frustra ted  workers. Therefore, these 
‘savages’ can be found in exterior, 
au thority-free zones, ju st as well as 
they can be found w ith in  borders of 
the local authorities.

B ut w hat is the  m otivation for 
these attacks? Amnesty International 
claims th a t  rape, w hen used as a 
weapon of war, is employed for vari­
ous reasons, including intim idation, 
hum iliation, political terror, ex trac t­
ing inform ation, rew arding soldiers 
and ‘ethnic cleansing’. Often, rape is 
used to  prevent borths w ithin an eth­
nic group, or as a means ta  have the

gang rape and sexual slavery also 
constitu te to rtu re  under custom ary 
in ternational law.

In  2001, the  In te rn a tio n a l 
C rim inal T ribunal for th e  form er 
Yugoslavia's (ICTY) convicted 
Dragoljub Kunarac, Radom ir Kovac, 
and Zoran Vukovic for rape, torture, 
and enslavement, th is  was the first 
tria l to tre a t rape as a ‘crim e against 
h um an ity ’. The ICTY also handed 
down a landm ark  judgm ent finding 
th a t rape had been systemically used 
as a w eapon in  the  conflict. The tribu ­
nal also found th a t officers could be 
held responsible for rapes committed 
by their subordinates. A female offi-

In conflict, the  power of the agres- 
sor over the  victim, the arm ed over the  
unarm ed increase the liklihood of 
abuse. Even the ‘good’ guys, the UN 
troops, misuse their power in this way. 
Indeed, sexual violence tow ards 
women is a way of controlling the 
minds and  bodies of a country, w ith­
out necessarily invading the territory  
through an  arm ed conflict. Women are 
the ones who embody the values and 
culture of a community; by raping 
them , one is ravaging societal values.

And so, sexual violence persists in 
Congo despite the  presence of the 
largest UN forces in  the  world; 17,000 
troops.

C h r is t in e  W h y te  and B e re n ic e  M a g is t r e t t i  look at victims who are also killers: child soldiers

C
M

Today, w hen people th ink  of 
developing regions like 
Africa, A sia or South  
Am erica, they  visualise 
poverty, disease and h a rd ­
ships suffered by the people. The indi­

viduals suffering the most from this 
are often the children, who are used 
and abused, and lured  into a  world for 
which they are not ready. Children 
lack the  ‘en titlem en ts’ of adu lts , 
according to  Amartya Sen’s theories 
on development. They lack the  power 
and influence to establish and claim 
their rights.

Living a more privileged life, we 
are  appalled and m ortified to learn 
th a t  there are about 300,000 child sol­
diers in the world, and conflict in 
S ie rra  Leone b rough t th is  to  the 
w orld’s atten tion  as a particularly  
‘African’ problem. In fact, the use of 
child soldiers is as old as w ar itself. 
The photograph on page 11 of this 
section  shows so ldiers from  the 
counter-revolu tionary  force of the 
W hite Army in Russia who were as 
young as eleven.

B ut recent technological advances 
has facilitated  the rise in num bers of 
child soldiers. Weaponry such as AK- 
47s are now light and simple enough

for children to handle. Naturally, chil­
dren are more reckless and w ill con­
fuse combat w ith play. W ith an incom­
p lete  education  and  socialisation, 
children are  unconstrained by the 
‘ru les’ of war.

In  Africa, this problem  is exacer- 
pated  by the  youth of the  population. 
Dem ographically, h a lf  or m ore of 
Africa’s population is under 18 and 
o p portun ities are  lim ited  in the  
w orld ’s poorest continent. A frica’s 
h istory  also plays a role. Through 
colonialism came territo ria l gain for 
the colonials, and great losses resulted 
for the colonised. I t  tu rned  them  into 
slaves and servants, w ith no way out. 
Countries in  A frica tum bled  into 
poverty, crim e and civil war, forcing 
them  to use all possible resources to 
get out of such chaos and misery. The 
development of capitalism  in the con­
tinen t also had apowerful effect on 
the family. Sociologist Zack-W illiams 
powerfully argues th a t the children of 
S ierrra  Leone were caught between 
“d isin teg ra tin g  fam ily form s, an 
au thorita rian  state and  a grasping 
global capitalism .” We could therefore 
say th a t  these unethical practices 
we criticise are  an indirect result 
of our own colonial quests.

Additional Research by Lucie Marie Goulet

In  A frica, m ost ch ild  so ldiers 
come from deprived families, who live 
in villages where ‘safety’ is a myth. 
Some of the boys willingly join the 
rebel groups to gain income in order 
to support their families. But, in the 
US and UK, young people in  poverty- 
stricken areas are  also taregted for 
recruitm ent. In  the  UK, children can 
join the  British army aged 16 if they 
have th e ir  parents’ consent. The army 
is consistently advertised as glam ­
ourous and exciting to young people, 
the current trend in adverts em pha­
sising its  ‘h u m an ita rian ’ role. The 
reality  does not live up to the hype. 
Defence M inister Adam Ingram  
“adm itted th a t  B ritain  had 
deployed under-18s to Iraq 
over a  tw o-year period  
betw een June 2003 and 
July 2005.”

P aul R ichards, an 
an th ropo log ist and  spe­
cialist on S ierra Leone’s 
rebels m ovem ent, + 
has spent tim e w ith 
child soldiers, and

presents an  interesting and nuanced 
account of the reasons children may 
join rebel groups. He noted th a t  while 
poverty and forced abduction played 
m ajor roles, i t  is a  m istake to view 
these children merely as ‘victim s’. A 
U nited Nations (UN) report by Graca 
Machel also emphasises the  need to 
pay due atten tion  to their agency in 
conflict. They are  rational actors, and 
as Richards’ series of interviews wiuth 
them  shows, often have a m ature  
grasp of their situation.

In S ierra Leone, reasons to fight 
varied from anger a t lack of educa­
tion, to need to avenge fallen family 

m embers, to the  prospect of 
security w ith the group. As 
one boy p u t it, “as a m an, 
you have to  s tan d  for 
your right and fight for 
your property, fight for 

your land.” These sen­

tim ents could have been taken  from 
an arm y recruitm ent drive.

But acknowledging the agency of 
children caught up  in conflict does 
not m ean doing nothing. We could 
sim ply ad o p t w h a t is know n in 
In ternational Relations as ‘sta tism ’: 
th a t  countries are  only responsible for 
their own citizens, and th a t i t  is not 
worth risking our lives to  save others. 
Of course, this a ttitude  would m ake 
the  great thinker, Kant, roll over in his 
grave. Being an advocate of cosmopol­
itan  awareness, he would encourage 
us to feel and care for others.

Education is the key to social and 
economic development and p a rt of the 
solution to  the problem  of child sol­
diers. education offer opportunities 
and options outside of the  m ilitary 
forces. As Nelson M andela eloquently 
says: “Overcoming poverty is not a 
gesture of charity; it is an act of social 
justice... Education is the most pow­
erful weapon which you can use to 
change the world.”

Child so ld iers are  
untapped resources of our 
w orld, and a source for 
knowledge, which could lead 
developing coun tries into 
the righ t direction.
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Martin Bell: a ring of truth

and an outspoken

Stands for election in the safe Conservative seat 
of Tatton, defeating N eil Hamilton on an 
indepnedent, anti-corruption platform.

Kuns again in Brentwood and Ongar, 
but fails to win the seat.

Bell is an ambassador for UNICEF,
of the

Labour government and the state 
of journalism

C hristine Whyte meets the eulogist of the New Labour government

In  1992, M artin  Bell was injured 
covering one of the  bloodiest 
European conflicts of the  past 50 
years. His reputation  as an out­
stand ing  foreign correspondent 
had  already been established by more 

th an  25 years in the field, and he was 
the  BBC’s m ain reporter in the former 
Yugoslavia. B ut his injury m eant th at 
suddenly he was the news, ra th e r  than  
the  reporter. Five years later, Bell was 
under the media spotlight again, run ­
ning against Conservative MP Neil 
H am ilton as an independent candi­
date. Now, ten  years on from  th a t  vic­
tory he presents his ‘obituary’ of ten 
years of L abour Government in his 
new book, The Truth that S ticks. The 
Beaver spoke to  him  ab o u t New 
Labour, journalism  and Section 28 at 
the  prestig ious London Review of 
Books shop in Bloomsbury.

Can you tell us a  bit about your book?
S tuden ts a t  LSE should  know 

th a t  w e’ve been through a pretty  grim  
ten  years. We elected a governm ent in 
1997 which prom ised a new beginning 
and a new politics, a tim e of great 
hope and  look a t all th a t  happened. 
And I was elected a t  the  same time, so 
I  believed them . So w hen it  all fell 
ap art I thought someone’s got to  w rite 
the obituary of th is lot, where did 
they get it wrong? If we don’t under­
s tand  where they got it wrong, we 
can ’t  get it right. So th a t’s essentially 
w hat this is, i t ’s an obituary of the 
f irst ten  years of New Labour.
We’re keen on ‘journalistic balance’ 
here a t The Beaver, so, do you have 
anyth ing  nice to say about Labour?

Of course I have. In  this very vol­
ume, I say this is by no means the 
w orst governm ent I ever lived under, 
they m anaged a m iracle in N orthern 
Ireland, the  economy was well run. I 
thought their record on in ternational 
developm ent was outstanding . But 
then  they blew  it a ll w ith  an illegal 
war. W ith a w ar th a t  was fought on 
the  basis of a falsehood. And this to 
me is n ot only a  breach of trust, b u t is 
the  w orst decision taken  by a govern­
m ent in  my lifetime.
W hat do you th ink  of increasing devo­
lution, w ithout independence?

You know, I ’m a great fan of Alex 
Salmond, by the way. In  fact, I once 
asked him  if I could join the SNP, 
although I believe in the Union and  he 
said, “No problem .” I th ink he’s done 
extremely well in Scotland because 
they w ere r ight on “cash for peerages” 
they were right on the  war, they were 
right on the  seeds of trust. And if 
power is devolved from the centre to 
the  regions and nations, th a t’s fine 
w ith me. So, I have no problem  with 
that.
W ith Gordon Brown as the new PM, is 
it a new s ta rt for New Labour?

Well, he hasn ’t  sen t ou r troops to 
an illegal war, for 3 months. So the 
verdict is out, le t’s see how he does. To 
me the  key th ing  is the a tten tion  he 
pays to the issues of public tru s t in 
public life.

Do you have any advice for aspiring 
journalists a t  LSE?

Yes, I  th ink , my advice to  aspiring 
journalists is never take  ‘no’ for an 
answer. Persist. D on’t  expect i t  to  be 
w ell-paid, ju st enjoy it  for w hat it is. 
I t  depends who you are, if you’re  like 
me -  a k id  w ith  a low boredom  
threshold -  it is still the best job in the 
world. And I th ink  i t ’s even romantic, 
you see, because tom orrow o r today 
you’re  going to  get th a t  am azing  
scoop. And you live in th a t belief. 
E xplain  to  us your conception of 
‘moral journalism ’?

get involved.
So, in politics, who has been ‘more 
right’ -  Labour or Conservative?

W ith Labour, those who were at 
the heart of scandals in those 10 years 
were not ju st m inor peripheral figures 
b u t some of them  were quite  senior 
m inisters and  some m ore than  once. 
And, we had higher expectations of 
Labour because they came in on an 
issue of trust. I th in k  they’ve done 
worse.
B ut you never took a side, as an inde­
pendent MP did you ever lean towards 
one party  or another?

This is a jo u rna lism  tha t cares 
as well as know s

Because of my experience in the 
unquiet corners of the world, I came 
up  w ith the  idea that, the  old ‘on the 
one hand this, on the o ther hand that, 
only tim e w ill te ll’ wouldn’t  do it. So I 
created  the  “journalism  of a tta c h ­
m ent”. All th is  says is th a t this is a 
jou rnalism  th a t  cares as w ell as 
knows, and  you don’t  have to  be to ta l­
ly neutral betw een the  aggressor and 
the  victim , th e  arm ed and  the 
unarm ed. I t’s basic common sense. 
B ut i t ’s wide open to  be misused by 
journalists who th ink it gives them 
free rein to express their prejudices, 
and  it  d o esn ’t. You have to be 
absolutely fair and factual, and th a t’s 
the most im portan t thing.
You note in your book, th at the per­
centage of civilians killed in conflict 
has increased in 100 years from 10% 
to 90% of casualties. How do you 
account for this increasing barbarity?

Wars are  now fought among the 
people, no t w ith m assed form ations of 
artillery and tanks, w eapons of shock 
and awe are  lobbed into civilian cen­
tres. And A1 Qaeda, don’t  care w hat 
casualties they cause. Suicide bom b­
ing has sp read  from  Ira q  to 
Afghanistan. We have gone in a hun­
dred years from  10% of casualties 
being civilian to 90%? And we call 
ourselves civilised? I m ean, w e’re real­
ly going backwards very fast.
W hat is the role of the media in these 
atrocities? P articularly  in the case of 
Yugoslavia, the m edia w as m anipulat­
ed and violence used to  a in  in te rna­
tional attention.

In Yugoslavia, it becam e obvious 
to  me th a t  the  media were not just 
reflecting w hat was going on, we were 
affecting  w h a t w as going on. 
Therefore we had a responsibility per­
haps we d id n ’t  have before and we 
had to  be aware of our responsibili­
ties. I don’t w ant to  sound too stuck 
up about it, bu t journalism , is moral 
enterprise, you have to have a sense of 
right and  wrong, and if you d on’t  have 
a sense of right and  w rong don’t  even

I voted all over the  place; depend­
ing on the issue. Because I was in con­
structive opposition, m ost of my votes, 
b u t not all, w ould have been cast w ith 
the L iberal Democrats. One of the 
nice things about being an independ­
en t is th a t every vote’s a free vote. And 
of course you m ake m istakes, and I ’m 
sure I did.
One th ing th a t a lot of LSE students 
would consider a m istake is voting 
w ith the Conservative Party  to  retain  
Section 28, w hat were your reasons 
for that?

(Section 28 prevent local au thori­
ties from prom oting “the  teaching in 
any m aintained school of the accept­
ability  of hom osexuality as a pretend­
ed family relationship”)

I can’t  even rem em ber doing it, 
b u t if the record says I did, I did. It 
may have been one of my m istakes, I 
ju st can’t  remember. You’re going to 
m ake m istakes if every vote’s a free 
vote. I th ink  it  was on one particu lar 
issue, where I was against affirm ative 
action; it w asn’t  on the  stra igh t “up- 
and-dow n”.
Do you th ink  L abour have become 
com placent in power?

There h ad  to  be a leadersh ip  
change, we couldn’t  go on as we were. 
In the las t 10 years, the L abour party  
has become the p arty  of government. I 
have no problem  w ith that, so long as 
they pay some a tten tion  to  ethical 
standards. A nd we’re  going see in the 
coming m onths w hether they do. I 
mean, I vote all over the place, th a t’s 
w hat independents do. Power tends to 
corrupt. We’ve seen it. The question I 
ask  myself is: can the  L abour party  
renew itself in power, or does it  have 
to be throw n out of pow er in order to 
renew itself? But th a t’s as old as his­
tory.

M artin Bell w ill be appearing at 
the Frontline Club on 12 October, 
www. f rontlineclub. com 
A video version of the whole of this 
in terv iew  is av ailab le  a t  
www.loosetv.co.uk

According to h is  book, Bell 
trusted  Tony B lair when he 
came to power. He claims, in 
all innocence, to  have believed 
their promises of a ‘new type of poli­
tics’. Bell’s lack of cynicism does him 

a service w hen covering hum anitarian  
d isas te r  an d  conflict a round  the 
world. W hen analysing  politics, it 
makes him look ra th e r naive.

The book covers all the usual sus­
pects of L abour double-dealing, cash 
for peerages, Iraq, and the weapons 
trade. His point is simple, and true. We 
expected be tte r from B rita in’s most 
successful left-w ing party. But, the 
problsm  .W ith.ths h o o k l ir a

sim plicity. M ost readers w ho are  
vaguely aware will know m ost of the 
details already, and the analysis tends 
tow ards the style of an outrage Points 
of View letter, ra th e r than  an in-depth 
analysis.

Bell’s style is engaging; short and 
punchy sentences ram  his point home. 
Ex-L abour members disgusted w ith 
the  tu rn  the  p arty  has taken , will 
delight in his skewering of the  usual 
P arty  suspects. His in-depth  knowl­
edge shines through in his expertise in 
world affairs and history. He believes 
th a t  po litic ian s  should  follow his 
example, tak ing  on the ‘lessons of h is­
tory’, to improve policy. But, w hat is 

J'j Ju o O

missing from his criticism  is an analy­
sis of why B lair and  his cohorts chose 
to ignore these lessons.

Bell does p ick  up  on B la ir’s 
fam ous se lf-justifica tion , “I only 
know w hat I believe.” and, in  a way, 
B lair’s m oral crusade is rem iniscent 
of Bell’s own ‘journalism  of a ttach ­
m ent’. When ideology and faith  are 
assum ed to  have a m oral weight on 
their own terms; m istakes inevitably 
follow. As Bell him self said, “It’s w ide 
open to be m isused.” In his own way, 
B lair has m isused people’s trust, their 
faith  and  the  m oral high ground. 
U nfortunately, B ell’s book fails to 
explore his m otivations sufficiently.
>1 s is u J .  \ d  I  fen o  LtihhA

Martin Bell joined the BBC in Norwich aged 
24 w ith a first-class honours degree fron 

King's College, Cambrid

First foreign correspondent assignment 
Ghana, shortly before the CIA-backed 
coup overthrew Kwame Nkrumah.

Bell reported from over 80 countries; 
ncluding Vietnam, Nigeria, Angola, 

Rwanda and Northern Ireland.

■

Awarded an Order of the British Empire 
(OBE).

Second Royal Television Society’s Report 
of the Year Award
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North Korean regime seems 
 ̂ to be a inexplicable entity 

to  foreign observers, f  
Having been offi- 

d a ily  declared  : 
to he

CHINA

United Korea or 
Mission Impossible?

N a ta l ia  T e le p n e v a  examines the 
historical context of the division of Korea

Nowadays we are used to 
seeing th e  division of 
Korea as a hangover of 
Super Power rivalry in 
the  Cold War. However, more 
than  15 years after the  Cold War 

“officially” ended, the prospect of 
un ification  rem ains a d istan t 
dream  for many ordinary Koreans 
on bo th  sides of the  border. 
Bearing in m ind the sorry s ta te  of 
the  N orth  K orean economy, it 
seems surprising th a t the country 
could have survived for so long, 
having lost many of its  former 
Com m unist m arkets and 
investors. But, the  division is 
not merely a  product of the  Cold 
War rivalry. Tracing back the 
history of the N orth-South 
Korean relations makes this 
clear. Rather, since the  end of 
the  Second World War, the division 
of the Korean peninsula has been 
linked to the  two very different 
m odernisation projects th a t to the 
present day keep the  country ideo­
logically divided.

There never really existed a 
cunning Super-Pow er-orchestrat- 
ed plot for the  division of the 
Korean peninsula. After the war, 
the Super Powers broadly agreed 
for a  jo in t Trusteeship Council to 
be set up  to  oversee and direct 
Korean sta te-building which (as it 
was planned) w ould lead to the 
creation of a unified Korean gov­
ernm ent. This plan never m ateri­
a lised  and, instead , the  Sovie 
Union assisted the pro-Comm unist 
interim  adm in istra tio n  in the  
North, while in the  South the 
A m ericans propped  up a 
friendly  c ap ita lis t gov­
ernm ent. No one envis­
aged th a t  the  differ­
ences betw een the

North and the South were irreconcil­
able. In fact, w ithin the ranks of the 
Korean intellectual elite, there was no 
unity about the nature  of the state 
th a t was to be established. One group, 
led by Kim II Sung, favoured the 
Soviet-style road to m odernisation, 
while another group led by Syngman 
Rhee preferred  the liberal m arket 
approach. After a couple of unsuc­
cessful unification conferences, the 
two sides decided to proceed w ith 
establishing their own independent 
states in 1948. Neither side, though 
lost their determ intation to unify the 
country in the near future.

The build-up  to the Korean War 
th a t broke out on the 25 June, 1950 
was characterised by m ounting ten­
sion between North and South. The 
North Korean regime was relatively 

stable, while the South was under­
going a period of social unrest 

and economic chaos. Syngman 
Rhee also accused the North 

of supporting the guerrilla 
fighters and dissidents th a t 

were constantly underm in­
ing his rule. At the same 
time, Kim II Sung was des­

perate to complete his task  to 
reunify Korea. By 1950 he 

gained  enough m ilitary  
strength and was sup­

ported by the Chinese 
and  the  Russians. 
M eanw hile, the  
A m ericans d id n ’t 
seem to give top 
priority  to p ro tect­
ing the  troub led  
South  K orean 
regim e. More 

im p o r ta n t­
ly, he had 
no tim e to 
l o s e  
b e c a u s e  
S o u t h  

K o r e a

was showing signs of political and 
economic recovery. These factors led 
to the North invading the South, 

which was followed by a pro­
tracted  civil w ar which nearly 
pushed the world to the  brink  of 
nuclear war.

The Korean War scarred the 
relationship between the North 

and the South to such an extent 
th a t  i t  rem ains vivid in the memo­

ries of both sides to the present 
day. Since then , rela tions 
between the two sides have had 

their ups and downs, but a t the 
political level they  have always 

been m arked by hostility, m isunder­
standings, and deep-set d istrust of 
the  other side. The first sign of hope 
in the  in ter-K orean  rela tions 
appeared in  1960 when Syngman 
Rhee was ousted out of government 
by John M Chang who dropped his 
predecessor’s d e te rm ina tion  to 
unify Korea by any means, even 
the  use of force was needed. In 
response, Kim II Sung proposed the 
form ation of a ‘confederation’ as a 
first step towards unification. His 
speech was m arked by strident an ti­
im perialist rhetoric and denuncia­
tion  of the Southern regime, that, 
unsurprisingly, no d ialogue was 
possible. C hang’s regime had a short 
life-span and the new leader, Park 
Chung Hee, who came after him, 
stressed economic growth as the key 
to the  success of the South and 
therefore the crucial step towards 
unification. The North was alarmed: 
Kim II Sung signed two m utual 
defense treaties, w ith the People’s 
Republic of China and w ith the 
Soviet Union, and stepped up build­
ing national m ilitary power.

The advent of the  1970s 
spawned a glim mer of hope in inter- 
K orean rela tions. The S outhern  
leader, Park Chung Hee announced 
th a t  he was prepared to propose 
“epochal and realistic m easures” to 
remove “various artificial barriers 
between South and North Korea”. 
The dialogue, which followed Hee’s 
speech in  1971, m arked  a new 
beginning in inter-K orean relations, 
b u t it failed to produce substantive 
resu lts. The 1980s began w ith 
another hopeful prospect. It was the 
first tim e North Korea referred to 
its arch-rival in the South as the 
“Republic of Korea”, and proposed 
a series of bilateral contacts which 
actually  took place in  the early 
1980s. They were term inated after 
N orth Korea bom bed the  South 
Korean delegation in Myanmar, but 
resum ed in 1984. The late  1980s 
were m arked by intensive coopera­
tion and exchange. Both sides p a r­
tic ip ated  in  the  Sou th -N orth  
Korean Red Cross talks and a num ­
ber of South-N orth economic con­

ferences. However, the  cooperative 
spirit declined once the North Korean 
nuclear program me was put on the 
agenda in the early 1990s, and reap­

peared again toward the end of 
the millennium.

In the  p resen t day, the

p a b l e  
of feeding 
their people, 
the  co un try ’s 
leadersh ip  has 
received around 
$736m in hum anitar­
ian a id  since 1995. It 
continues to repress 
its people’s hum an 
rights and in terna­
tional non-prolif­
e ra tion  agree­
m ents to  th e ir  
own advantage 
and shows little 
enthusiasm  for 
the  S outhern  
efforts a t rap ­
p ro c h e m e n t.
H o w e v e r ,  
some positive 
signs of the 
developm ent 
of in ter- 
Korean rela­
tions can be 
detected. In 
2000, the  tw o sides 
agreed to construct a resort 1  
hotel on the North Korean 1 
east coast and an industrial I  
complex in Gaeseong; inter- 1 
Korean trade  has also had a |  
growth of $ lb n  annually. A I 
recent new round of talks t 
between the North and the  • 
South has been widely cele- ■ 
brated  as a breakthrough in i 
the  N orth -S ou th  re la -  >

N either side, 
though, 
lost their 
determ ination  
to unify  the 
country in the 
near fu tu re .

tions. However, they failed to produce 
anything of substance.

The tru e  in ternational environ­
m ent is such th a t no one is truly in ter­
ested in  the unification of Korea. The 
Russians, the Chinese, the Japanese 

and even the Am ericans are 
keen to preserve the  sta tus 
quo in Asia; while the South 
Koreans are not too happy 
a t the prospect of having to 
in tegrate one of the poorest 

countries in the world (gross 
national incom e of the 

South Korea is 33 
tim es larger 

than  th a t  of 
the North). 

In  fact, 
N o r th

K o re a ,  
even for 

many in the 
South (where a 

degree of an ti-  
Am ericanism  has 
been substantial in 
recen t years)
em bodies a tru e  
sense of K orean 
nationalism ; it 
embodies a mod­
ernisation project 
w hich is based 
on self-re liance 
and national 
p ride. So the 
s t r u g g l e  
between the two 

continues.
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Public lectures this w eek

lnvestt‘222̂ 2007
W ould y o u  like to  f ind o u t  m ore  a b o u t th e  careers w ith in  th e  in v estm en t b anking industry a nd  m e e t  rep resen tatives from  t h e se  lead in g

firms?

ABN A m ro, Barclays Capital, Credit S u isse , G oldm an S achs, JP M organ, Merrill Lynch, M organ Stanley, RBS, UBS

InvestAbility, a  tw o  d a y  exp er ien ce  e v e n t for d isab led  stu d e n ts / grad u ates  is  tak in g  p lace  in L ondon o n  W ednesday 7 th  and  Thursday 8 th  
N ovem ber. E m ployAbility is d e lig h ted  t o  b e  w orking in partnersh ip  w ith  t h e s e  lead in g  g lob a l in v estm en t banks a n d  w ou ld  like to  invite  

y o u  t o  b e  part o f  th is  exc itin g  e v e n t  T he tw o  d ay e v e n t is d e s ig n e d  to  b e  interactive, participative a n d  fun! T he p ro p o sed  a ctiv ities w ill con ­
sist o f  a  v ariety  o f  p resen ta tio n s a nd  a ctiv ities including; a trad ing  g a m e , c a se  s tu d ies , a  sk ills & d isclo su re w orkshop , a  c h a n ce  to  m e e t  reps  

from  t h e  b anks, a  tou r  o f  a trad ing  floor  a nd  m uch, m uch m ore!

To b e  e lig ib le  for th is  e v e n t  y ou  m u st b e  a  u n iversity u n d ergraduate o r grad u ate  w ith  a  d isability , h ave  a  k een  in terest in th e  in vestm en t  
ban k in g  s ec to r  w ith  t h e  d rive to  f ind o u t m ore a b o u t th e  excitin g  and  c h a llen g in g  careers th a t e x ist w ith in  th is industry.

Em ployAbility is a  n o t  for p rofit organ isa tion  th a t  su p p o rts  d isab led  u n d ergrad u ates a nd  g rad u ates  w ith  t h e  transition  from  e d u ca tio n  to  
e m p lo y m en t, provid ing  practical ad v ice and  g u id an ce .

H ow  to  apply? P lease  v isit th e  Em ployAbility w e b s ite  h ttp ://w w w .em p loy-ab ility .org .u k /even ts .h tm l an d  co m p le te  th e  reg istration  form. 
D ead lin e  - 19th  O ctob er 2 00 7 . C ontact; sarah .denness@ eability .org or t e l /  text: 0 7 8 5 2  7 6 4  6 8 4

Invest In Your Future w ith  InvestA bility 2007!

Listings Week 2
TUESDAY, 16 OCTOBER

Jew ish  Society
AGM, 2 pm , D206

A u stra lia  an d  New 
Z e a lan d  S ociety
AGM, 2.15 pm , D30

WEDNESDAY,
17 OCTOBER

P alestin ian  S ociety
AGM, 1.45 pm , S300

C yprio t S ociety
AGM, 2 pm , Z332

THURSDAY, 18 OCTOBER 

L S E  SU
UGM , 1-2 pm , O ld T heatre

P ersian  S ociety
AGM, 3 pm , H I 01

All S ocieties
Society  T rain ing , 6 pm , 
D302

FRIDAY, 19 OCTOBER 

CRUSH!
S exy Traffic L ig h t C rush,
9 pm -3 am

c
O  </)

I Ir  +->
* 2  <u

s=
■ O h

CO

Nominations
tSESU MT Election 07

Positions:
P ostgraduate Students' O fficer  
General Course R epresentative  

NUS D elegate (3) 
Court o f Governors (5) 

Academic Board (2)

Close 
5pm, 24th Oct

Nomination form s available a t  
w w w .lsesu .com /elections and SU 

reception

TUESDAY, It> OCTOBER 
'The Politics o f Transparency’
Speaker: Professor Christina Garsten
1.00 pm. H 615

•Recent Events in Burm a'
Speakers: Dr Jurgen Haacke, Dr G ustaaf Houtm an.Thuycin 
Kyam-Zaw, Professor Robert H  Taylor (Emeritus)
Chair: Professor John Sidel
4.00 pm, S221

'Europe’s Emerging New Energy Policy’
Speaker: Andris Piebalgs 
Chair: Professor Damian Chalmers 
5.15 pm. Old 'Theatre

‘Launch of Goh Keng Swee: A P ortra it’
Speaker: Tan Siok Sun
6.30 pm. D202

'The U krainian Elections 2007: W hatever happened to the 
Orange Revolution?’
Speakers: D r Gwendolyn Sasse, D r Andrew Wilson 
Chair: Professor Jim  Hughes
6.30 pm. New Theatre

•Public Space and the Body’
Speakers: Antony Gormley. D arian Leader. Renata B aled  
Chair: Susie Orbach 
6.45 pm, Old Theatre

WEDNESDAY, 17 OCTOBER
‘Can the Welfare S tate  work in a Globalising World?’
Speaker: President Tarja Halonen 
Chair: Professor David Held
6.30 pm. Old Theatre

•Panel Discussion on Judicial Biography’
Speakers: Neil Duxbury, Professor Lisa Jardine, Professor 
Nicola Lacey, Geoffrey Lewis 
Chair: R t Hon Lord Rodger
6.30 pm , Hong Kong Theatre

THURSDAY, 18 OCTOBER
‘Civil Society. Semiclientelism and the  S tate  in the 
Philippines: From Cross-Over to Double Crossed’
Speaker: D r Ben Reid 
Chair: D r David Lewis
12.30 pin, R505

Doric String Quartet
1.05 pm, Shaw Library

•The Republic of Macedonia: Tests Passed and the 
Challenges Ahead’
Speaker: Antonio Milososki
5.00 pm, Old Theatre

‘Utopian Hope and Apocalyptic Religion’
Speaker: Professor John Gray 
Chair: Lord M eghnad Desai
6.30 pm. New Theatre

‘Cash In, Carbon O ut’
Speakers: M r Sam FYankhauser. Mr Abvd Karmali. Mr Raif 
M artin, Professor Michael Mainelli. Mr Jan-Peter Onstwedder, 
Mr M artin Wolf 
Chair: Florian Lennert
6.30 pm, Hong Kong Theatre

‘The Divergence of the Bottom Billion’
Speaker: Professor Paul Collier 
Chair: Professor S tuart Corbridge .
6.30 pm, Old Theatre

SATURDAY, 20 OCTOBER 
‘Peace in International Relations’
Speakers: Professor Jean Bethke-Elshtain. Professor Chris 
Coker. Professor Oliver Richmond
9.00 am, Clement House

SU Executive office hours
General Secretary. Fadhil Bakeor M arkar 

Treasurer, Libby Meyer 

Communications Officer, Kayt Berry 

Education and Welfare Officer. Ruhana Aii

Thursday 2.30pm - 3.30pm, QUAD



GET IM BETWEEN THE 
SHEETS WTIH US.

Wednesday, 17 October, 400 pm, U8

Collective Chair, Secretary, two News Editors, 
two Feat ures Ecfitors, Web Editor, Listings Subeditor

AH LSE students are welcome toattend or stand for any position

Emal nomiriatk)nstDthd3eaver^eeitor@lseaciik 
by Wednesday, 1 7  October, 3 j0 0  p m

JPM organ Q

FIRST STEP t o  a  CAREER! in 

INVESTMENTn^T^ 
BANKING.

W hat’s in v estm en t b a n k in g  really  like? How do  I gain  ex p erien ce  w ithin JPM organ? If you’re  in your first o r sec o n d  year, com e to  o u r in teractive 

c a re e rs  ev e n t an d  find o u t for yourse lf. It’s  yo u r ch a n ce  to  ta lk  to  o u r p eo p le  face-to-face, from p a s t  in te rn s  to  M anag ing  D irectors. T here’ll be 

no Pow erPoin t p re sen ta tio n s , co rp o ra te  hype o r m an a g em en t s p e a k  -  ju s t h o n e s t  a n sw ers  to  your q u e s tio n s . T h ere’s  no b e tte r  in troduction  to  

th e  w orld of g lobal finance th a n  to  g e t so m e  w ork  ex p erien ce  w ith  u s . Come a lo n g  an d  find o u t a b o u t o u r various in tern sh ip  sc h e m e s  and  

in itia tives. If you w a n t to  know  th e  tru th  a b o u t w h a t w e do  a n d  kick s ta r t  yo u r ca ree r in in v estm en t b ank ing , [

IIIIBS

th is is  w here you need  to  be.

London Internship Event 

Tuesday 23 October

Commonwealth Club, 25 Northumberland Ave 

6.30pm -  9.00pm
Places are lim ited, so apply via the European campus schedule on our website.

eers
JP M organ  is  a  m a rk e tin g  n a m e  of JP M organ  C h a se  & Co. a n d  its  su b s id ia r ie s  w orldw ide . © 2 0 0 7  JPfl



MONITOR GROUP

Oliver Wyman is a leading global management consultancy, combining deep industry knowledge with 
specialised expertise in strategy, risk management, organisational transformation, and leadership development.

Oliver W ym an  in v ites y o u  to  a n  ev en in g  p resen ta tio n
Join us for a sh o rt p resen tatio n  an d  the  opportun ity  to  m ee t w ith  our co nsu ltan ts 
a n d  directors an d  d iscuss career o p portun ities available a t  Oliver W ym an.

W h en
M onday 22 October 2007 a t  6:30pm 

W h ere
C haring C ross T histle Hotel, T he S trand, London WC2N 5HX 

A pplication  dead line :
Entry level: 14 N ovem ber 2007 for D ecem ber 2007 interview s

16 D ecem ber 2007 for January  2008 interview s

Internship : 15 February 2008 Get th ere  faster. S ta rt here.
40 offices, 16 countries, 2500 em ployees.

Monitor is an exceptional place to build a career. 
Consultants are challenged to grow at their pace, 
within a learning-oriented, collaborative and 
meritocratic environment, Our firm's unique 
global operating structure enables consultants to 
gain substantial international experience in the 
early stages of their careers.

MONDAY 22ND OCTOBER 
7PM 
NEW CONNAUGHT ROOMS 
61 -6 5  Great Queen Street

Please register your attendance by email 
Recruitment, London ̂ monitor, com

Oliver W y m a n  is> le a d in g  global m a n a g e m e n t  c o n a u lta n e y  

VlaU lift at O ilv rT w ym a n  eem,
m a r s h  m u b c b r  k r o u

/MAK OUY CARPENTER OLIVER WYMAN



Getting satisfaction from a job well done. 
Just another day at the office 
for a high performer.

Graduate Careers in Consulting Presentation 
The Savoy, Strand, London, WC2R OEU 
Tuesday 30th October 2007 a t 6.30pm

Join Accenture, one of the world's leading management consulting, technology services and outsourcing 
companies, for a career that keeps you motivated and moving forward. Work on vital assignments for top 
class clients and help them achieve high performance. Push yourself, while developing your skills and 
confidence. Work w ith the best people worldwide to solve problems and do what hasn't been done 
before. If this is your idea of a typical working day, Accenture is the place to work.

Graduate careers in consulting
Our clients include many o f the 
world's largest organisations and we'l 
prepare you to  take a central role in 
developing innovative business and 

technology solutions th a t improve 
the way they operate. Professional

For people w ith  the righ t intelligence 
and personal qualities, there's no 
career quite like consulting. I f  you're 

genuinely interested in business and 
technology, w ith  typ ica lly a predicted 
or actual 2.1 and 320 UCAS points or

development is a key part o f the to ta l equivalent, prepare fo r a fu tu re
rewards package we offer. You'll get 
continuous tra in ing both form al and 

on -the -job  to  enable you to  do your 
job  well. And you'll gain satisfaction 
from  working on some o f the largest, 
most challenging projects.

where high performance is all in a 
day's work. And you'll be rewarded 
well, w ith  a salary o f £31,000 plus an 
additional £10,000 bonus.

Come along to  our presentation and 

you can ta lk  to  us, find  ou t what 
life 's really like here, and discover 

w hat we'll expect from  you.

To attend our event tex t 'EVENTS' free 
to  60505 or go online to  register 

and find  ou t more.

Accenture is com m itted to  being an 
equal opportunities employer.

Visit accenture.com/ukgraduates
• Consulting • Technology • Outsourcing

>
accenture
High performance. Delivered.



See it
How far a career with 

Shell could take you

C om e and  take a  closer look a t Shell. You'll find out w hat a  g lobal energy  an d  petrochem ical 
com pany can  do  for you.

Shell has a  w ide ran g e  of both technical and  comm ercial roles around  the world. And by 
working together, w e  can  help you achieve your career aspirations.

www.sheH.com /careers
Shell is an Equal Opportunity Employer W

Event: Career Presentation
Venue: N ew  Connaught rooms, Covent Garden, WC2B 5DA 
Date: 24th October 2007
Time: 18:30. To register for this event please log onto 

http://w w w .shell.co.uk/careers/presentations

Achieving more together
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AU Election

AU Events Officer Candidates
Three Candidates are standing fo r posi- 

■ tion  o fA U  Events Officer. This is an im por­
ta n t post as the successful candidate w ill 
be in  contro l o f  a ll AU events. Make sure 
you vote! Elections are being he ld  in  the  
Quad, 1 lam -4pm  on Tuesday and 10am- 

1pm on Wednesday. The w inner w ill be 
announced a t the AU Welcome Party on 

Wednesday n ight. Here are the  
Candidates!

C h arlie  G lyn

Hi I'm Charlie a n d  I'm a very proud  m em b er o f th e  Netball 
Club 1 st Team. My tim e as a  m em b er o f th e  AU last year 
m ad e  m y first year a t  LSE absolutely am azing  a n d  tha t's  
w hy I w ould love to  g ive som eth ing  back a nd  g e t m ore 
involved as th e  role o f Events Officer. I’m  o rganised, fun- 
loving, d e te rm ined , b u t m o st o f all I love g e ttin g  d ressed  
u p  - w hether its for th e  g litz o f th e  AU Ball o r th e  fun of 
fancy d ress for th e  Carol! I'll m ake sure  w e  keep  enjoying 
th e  b est p a rt o f LSE -  th e  AU!

a- A

Y o u n g h a m  P ark

Like m ost people , I never considered  it w ithin th e  b o u n d s  o f norm ality 
to  w ake-up  in a rat-rife, hobo 's alleyway in Hackney, only to  d iscover 
you 've pissed yourself a n d  your friends have taken  ph o to s o f their tes­
ticles flapping over your c o m ato se  face for your 12-year-old sister to  
em b race  o n  Facebook. This is o f course, until I m e t theAU. Not th a t I 
see  m y responsibilities a s to  en co u rag e  m em bers  to  urinate  o n  th e m ­
selves o r sneakily place their genitals on  friends'faces in th e  graceful 
a rt o f tea -bagging , b u t m ore th a t I know  you expec t to  party  hard, 
party  wild. By partying w ith AU, you aren 't th row ing moral d ecency  
an d  social responsibility o u t th e  w indow ; you're m erely p lacing th em  

icarefully in a dark c upboard  for safe­
keeping  an d  retrieval a t  a  later date. 

f | I'm a depen d ab le , c om m itted  and
enthusiastic  netballer w h o  has experi­
e n ce  in organising m any events. 
Goals:

1 1. Increase variety - e.g. 
lA U FashionShow
1 2. In troduce inter-club e ven ts  - e.g. 
Ifoo tba ll-ne tba ll dinners.
■3. Im prove liaisons w ith RAG - We

have huge, unrealised collective pow er to  m ake a  difference to  w o rth ­
while causes.
4. Introduce 'active 'social events. -  e.g. pain tballing /laserquest/ice- 
rink/roller d isco /bow ling
5. Im prove o rganisation /partic ipation  in existing events, particularly 
Sports' Day
6.. Spread gospe l o f Callela

Jonny Poole aka Pooley, Jon, Anti-Banter, o ld m an, farm er

For th o se  th a t d o n 't know. I have b een  here  for a while, I have seen  5 
AU Presidents, 4  AU Balls, 3  Barrels, 2  hom o-ero tic  show er incidents and  
1 C hristm assy carol.

With such  b an te rous e xperience I believe I know  w h at w orks a nd  w hat 
d o e sn 't......

Do's:

First an d  for-m ost BANTER....
Always a tten d  th e  m uch  an tic ipated  W ednesday n ig h t.... 
G et th e  hotel to  supply m ore th an  2 barm en  for duration  of 

th e  AU Ball....

Don'ts:

Never handcuff a naked 6ft 2in Valley b oy  to  a  5 ft tall Cardiff
lass, tell him  to  run a n d  expec t her w rist n o t to  b reak .....

Try to  g o  drink for drink w ith Jarlath O'Hara, d ressed  naked 
ap art from  b lue  paint, a nd  carry o n  go ing  w ithou t expecting  to  be  
arrested  o n  th e  w ay h o m e ........

Vote for Pooley is a v o te  for th e  d edication  to  th e  LSE AU for half a 
decade!!!!!!

Have a Free lunch on Dr Paul
Matthew

J C G

Partridge

In  term s of betting  on cur­
ren t events there  isn’t  much 
going on. I ’m still going to 

keep pushing the  A1 Gore con­
trac t because I th ink  a t 11.7- 
12.0 th e  m arke t is offering 
essentially evens on whether 
he w ill en ter the race (if he 
does en ter the contest Gore has 
about a 30% chance of pulling 
it  off). My reasoning is th a t  this 
is the  best chance th a t  Gore 
w ill have to influence the  con­
tes t as endorsing either Barak 
Obam a o r John Edw ards 
would be a w aste of tim e since 
they are  simply not going to 
win. If you’re  a fan of free 
money I am also going to sug­
gest th a t you bet, and bet heav­
ily, against Ron Paul winning 
the  R epublican  nom ination. 
This is because a t  6.7-6.9 (in 
effect 93.1-93.3 against) it is a 
virtually risk free bet w ith a 
be tte r ra te  of retu rn  than  any 
bank account. Taking advan­
tage of a few naive souls to 
grind out a small return  might 
be against the  sp irit of this col­
um n and I can’t, for legal rea­

sons, categorically s ta te  th a t 
betting against a 9/11 conspir­
acy th eo rist who w an ts to 
legalise drugs is com pletely 
risk free, b u t the  free lunch is 
there if you w ant to eat it.

In  term s of financial 
spread betting, despite the  fact 
th a t December Gold still fails 
to obey the law of gravity, I am 
going to go out on a lim b and 
still recommend shorting it. I 
w ould also suggest selling 
November Brent, although I 
am going to be a coward and 
suggest th a t you w ait un til the 
recen t u p tren d  is breached, 
and p u t in an  order a t  76 (with 
an aggressive stop-loss a t  78). 
In term s of shares I am  going 
to recom m end shorting  
Rightmove, the  online property 
advertising  company. W ith 
both the  property, and the  buy- 
to-let, bubbles about to burst 
there is no way th a t it can jus­
tify either a PE of over 76 or 
the fact th a t  its share price has 
nearly doubled from its yearly 
low of 300p. There is no doubt 
th a t this dog is ready to be 
taken  outside the farm house 
and  p u t o u t of its  misery. 
Indeed, I am so convinced th a t 
this puppy is on its last legs 
th a t I ’ve p u t in  an order myself 
to short i t  when it falls below 
560.

Of course, I have been 
avoiding the  m ost pertinen t 
question in term s of betting, 
namely the Rugby World Cup. 
I ’d  like to be a coward and pre­
tend  th a t  I don’t  know the 
identity  of the other finalist 
b u t the m atch ju st ended half 
an hour before I wrote this. 
Therefore, I ’m going to pander 
like M itt Romney and say th at 
‘Blighty’ should be regarded as 
the favourites to win the  final 
because A rgentina’s strategy of 
converting possession into 
th ree  po in ts doesn’t  w ork 
w hen you have Johnny 
W ilkinson in  the  opposing 
team. If you really w ant to put 
some money on the Pum as you 
should be looking to get odds 
be tte r than  2/1 in trad itional 
terns, 3.00 in Betfair.com terms 
or a price less than  33 from 
Tradesports.com . In spread  
b e ttin g  term s I w ould say 
England by 8.

Use any advice given here 
a t your own risk and don’t 
gamble w hat you cannot afford 
to lose. Columnist(s) may have 
positions in  wagers mentioned. 
Prices quoted are correct at 
tim e o f going to press.
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AU President

Hot off the Pres.
Daniel

H o ln ess

So we have reached the  
end of F reshers’ 
Fortnight. Is th is  the  end 

of th e  craziness and  late  
nights? The end of the fun? The 
s ta r t of a m undane, workaholic 
lifestyle?

If you’re  an AU Member, 
n o t a chance.

The AU em brace the  well- 
rounded people (I m ean in a 
‘they’re in teresting’ way). These 
are  the people th a t realise the 
boundaries of th eir  life are  not 
defined by the  lifeless walls of 
th e  lib rary , th a t  n igh ttim e 
equals playtim e NOT study­
tim e and  th a t  friends a ren ’t 
only found and  m ade in lec­
tu res, classes and  sem inars; 
they  a re  found and m ade in 
bars, sportsfields and aquari­
um s (the preferred h aun t of the 
s ta r  of the  ‘Guest O pinion’ col­
umn. I ’d  say ‘Don’t  ask’, but, 
really, please do!) The Editor

Men’s Football

notes that due to the laziness 
o f R upert G uest ‘G uest 
Opinion’ is ye t to appear.

This column is going to  be 
my two little  pennies w orth of 
advice; some serious, some not 
so. D on’t  worry if some of it 
applies to you, th a t  you’re  con­
stan tly  doing the ‘do no ts’ - 
you’re reading th is  section of 
the  paper, i t ’s a good start.

Firstly, a gentle guidance, 
one th a t  I th ink  encapsulates 
one of the many things th a t 
m ake the  AU special: Be your­
self and enjoy being yourself. 
The tem ptation  to be some­
th ing  you’re not, to  try  things 
you wouldn’t  norm ally do and 
to say som ething th a t  ju st isn ’t 
w hat you believe is very high. 
Why not be the ‘cool k id ’ or 
‘miss prom  queen’? A new life, 
a new s ta r t  right? Absolutely, 
b u t never compromise who you 
really are. If  you’re  AU, we will 
love you like your m other does, 
w arts and all, w ith  m ore o r  less 
sex depending  on your 
upbring ing . You w ill f i t  in, 
there  are  people ju st as w eird 
and  w onderful as you, don’t 
worry. Freak.

Secondly, a couple  of 
‘errors’ in the  p ast week have 
influenced  th is  week’s m ain 
rule: T hink before you speak.

Do not th ink  you can get 
away with saying, “I ’ll d rink 
anything you give m e” (Silly 
Fresher 10/10/07), and expect 
to get away w ith it. Especially 
if you say it to Robin Low. 
‘D uh!’ comm ents should, and 
shall, likewise be punished. It 
brings me back to the time 
when I broke up w ith  th is  girl 
and she said, “You w on’t  find 
anyone like me again! Think 
about th a t!” I d id  indeed muse 
very hard  abou t it, and  sud­
denly the  answer seemed obvi­
ous: I should bloody well hope 
not! Isn’t  th a t the  reason we 
break  up  w ith  someone? If I 
don’t  w ant you, why w ould I 
w an t to  go fin d  somebody 
exactly like you? Does anyone 
end a bad  relationship and say, 
“Oh, by the  way, do you have a 
tw in?” She w asn’t  happy -  for 
som e reason, it w asn ’t  the  
answ er she was looking fo r...

D on’t  m ake rid icu lous 
claim s e ither (name and shame 
tim e, Jim m y Saville, Silly

The Low-Down
R o b in

L O W

The Low pondered how 
best to s ta rt his inaugu­
ra l colum n ‘The 

Lowdown’, an highly amusing 
title  for a column given to  him 
by The Beaver’s very own 
Tenderbender. Perhaps a sim­
ple look at, and discussion of, 
the  week th a t  was is the  best 
way to start. Monday, fresh 
from a weekend of h a rd  trials, 
saw the hardcore of the  FC 
m ake th e ir  presence known in 
one of L ondon’s p rem ier 
nightspots, The M oonlighting 
Lounge. The fact they w ere the

Infatuation

only people there  for a  good 
two hours only m eant a more 
fluid gam e of taps could be 
had, as access to the b a r was 
unrivalled. Slowly b u t surely 
the  usual suspects crept off 
early; ou r illustrious club cap­
ta in  (Christopher Naylor) was 
the  first to go, citing pressing 
ad m in istra tiv e  requirem ents, 
and  i t  w as dow nhill from  
there. On W ednesday there 
were the  trad itional friendly 
m atches betw een th e  LSE 
team s, from which not m uch 
can be judged, o ther than  the 
slow form ation of friendships 
th a t  can  only em erge a fte r  
show ering w ith  A1 O’Brien. 
T hat evening saw  the creation 
of an  FC ‘tra d itio n ’, w here 
freshers drank  a  m ixture of

A Match Made In Heaven?
Ten d e te r

Few before Scouse have 
forced th eir  w ay into the 
h ea rt of FC 5th team  

captain  Peter Greenall. There 
isn ’t  even space fo r his house­
m ates Baby Luke Thompson 
and  C hristopher Naylor. In  fact 
the only others to have done so 
are  dear old Dave “Knuckles" 
H ardy and
M a t t h e w  “ B r u m m i e ” 
Davenport. B ut why Scouse? It 
seem s G reenalls in fa tu atio n  
w ith the  ageing Liverpudlian 
is underp inned by a range of 
equally im portan t factors. It 
first becam e publicly notice­
able on a W ednesday n ight in 
which Scouse joined the FC for 
a gam e ofTagSj Peter^s 
little  f f ” " "

i t  has since showed no signs of 
b urn ing  out. G reenall’s under­
ly ing  respect for Scouse is 
rooted in his unquestionable 
comm itm ent; particu larly  with 
regard  to his work a t  the  Three 
Tuns. Scouse w ill never miss a 
shift, he w ill never be late and 
regardless of w hat he has done 
the  n igh t before he w ill grace 
the T in s  w ith  a smile on his 
face. This is the  k ind  of com­
m itm ent th a t  G reenall loves 
(and hopes his 5th team  can 
recreate) I t is such sp irit and 
dedication which has in fact 
m ade the FC refer to the Three 
Tuns as the  Four Tuns w ith 
Scouse gaining the new nick­
name of “The Fourth T in ”. This 
leaves the  n icknam e Scouse up 
for grabs, and  who be tte r to 
claim  i t  than  Peter Greenall 
himself. Over the  p ast few days 
Peter “Scouse” Greenall has 
ta lk ed  non-stop  a b o u t the 

jr fo u r th  Tun (even m ore th an  
\  Thom pson has tafked

N orthern  Fresher). There’s a 
th in  line betw een bravery and 
stupidity. I hope you look for­
w ard to a hefty fine next AU 
night -  Jim  m ight not be able 
to  fix  th is  one. Adm ittedly, 
telling everyone you’d  rather 
be a cunt than  play rugby may 
be your saving grace.

I’d  like to finish by saying: 
I hope all you Freshers loved 
your first Wednesday. To sur­
m ise th rough  an  equation: 
W ednesday N ight + AU + 
Alcohol = B anter + Lash.

This week: the  beach- 
them ed AU Welcome Party. Get 
ready for your f irst taste  of 
in te r-c lu b  com petitions. Of 
course, the  surf m achine will 
provide plenty of new a lte rn a­
tives to the games. I ’ll see you 
there.

The AU: Use it, abuse it, 
love it.

Football

cider, beer, wine, and  b u tte r 
(the reasons behind the  inclu­
sion of b u tte r  w ill be disclosed 
a t a fu ture  date, it hurts too 
m uch to  d iscuss i t  now). 
Following an awesome 
Walkies, where Jacquesy was 
in the best of Calella spirits, 
tw o very silly  freshers 
emerged, as did the resurrec­
tion of Guesty’s w hale hunting 
prowess. N ot a bad s ta rt to  the 
term , and  once th ese  silly 
freshers have experienced the 
AU Welcome Party, I ’m sure 
they w ill fit in ju st fine w ith 
the FC, or will be duly tran s­
ferred to a poly, UCL or K ing’s 
spring to mind. (The editor 
apologises on behalf of Robin 
Low for th is distinctly  average 
article)

Football Results Goalscorers
LSE 1 sts 2-1 LSE 2nds Mike Maynard, Rob Fenton  - Toby Irving

University o f Arts 1 sts 2 -3  LSE 4 ths Josh  Tendeter, Alex O'Brien, Pierre Bachas

St. G eorges M edics 2nds 2-3  LSE 5 ths G raem e Birrell (x3)

LSE 6 ths  7 -0  GKT 5 ths M ateusz Drela (x5), Ben Kenyon, Bobby Shojai

Royal Vets 2nds 1-5  LSE 7ths Lacos K ouppas (x3), H ugo Bowkett, Sof Yiannakas

abou t how in triguing  it is 
th a t  H enry W illiams pulled 
e ight days ago) However, it 
rem ains to  be seen w hether 
the original Scouse feels the 
same way.

E3RUJE5H0tvftU
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Celtic Carlos Delivers Lethal Injection
St. G eorges M edics 2nds 
LSEFC 5ths

One of the m ost glorious 
things in life is to taste 
the  sweet nectar of vic­

tory, against all the odds, stood 
shoulder to shoulder w ith your 
fellow oddball. Many of the 
m ost decisive conflicts
throughout history have been 
won by groups of men who 
under any other circumstance 
would rem ain to ta l strangers, 
the investm ent banker and the 
prison cleaner, the voyeur and 
the ghetto poet.

Thus began the Fifth  
team ’s sojourn back into the 
dram a, tears and sliced clear­
ances of ULU Division 2. The 
opponents: a group of soon to 
be Birm ingham  radiologists, 
the  venue: th e  m illionaire’s 
playground th a t  is Chelsea’s 
Cobham  tra in in g  complex. 
A fter a journey full of antici­
pation and tex t messages to 
silly Irish bin ts and a failed

attem pt to catch a glimpse of 
the immense M ichael Essien 
on the  recom m endation of 
w hat can only be described as 
I.G Patel a fter a. few too many 
pies, the freshly formed fifths 
finally took up  arms.

The gam e began w ith 
m uch of w h a t you w ould 
expect, teething problem s in a 
side as unfam ilia r to each 
other as Knuckles is to the 
idea of not hitting  your girl­
friend. Yet the  potential was 
there for all to see. There were 
chances a plenty, Sapha, Andy 
B (no, Andy Burton has not 
returned, you can all relax) 
and M anolito all w ith golden 
opportunities to grab the fifths 
first of w hat is sure to be many 
this season.

After the first forty five 
m inutes had elapsed the intel­
lectual w arriors from the LSE 
undeservedly w ent in to  the 
break behind, to a goal bred 
from a com bination of defen­
sive m iscom m unication and 
our cap ta in  H eir G reenall’s 
inability  to refrain from chal­
lenges th a t border on ethnic 
cleansing. L ite ra lly  playing 
w ith  ten  men, the  team s 
resum ed w ith  everything to 
play for.

The second half began in a

shaky m anner as the outstand­
ing Nick See m ade a goal line 
clearance of such im probabili­
ty  th a t would have m ade even 
the most optim istic of fellow’s 
lips h it the  floor. The turning 
point came on the introduction 
of G raham  ‘Carlos Tevez’ 
B irrill who provided  the 
answer to lack of penetration 
m issing from the first half per­
formance; sadly we are still 
searching for a sim ilar solution 
to issues in Pete Greenall’s sex 
life. After a flowing move of 
one touch football finished in 
sublim e fashion by Graham, 
the scores were level.

Anyone involved in top 
level com petition w ill know 
the  fru s tra tio n  w rought by 
those who wish to destroy the 
very soul of sport. Be i t  match 
fixing in Tennis, drug use in 
athletics or the  banning of ‘hip 
hop’ a ttire  in basketball (“I 
used to th ink  my Jesus piece 
was harmless, un til I saw a 
shorty arm less”). After a bla­
tan t trip  in the  box on debu­
ta n t  Irish  dynam o Jam es 
Conran was waved away, a new 
found d eterm ination  spread  
through the veins of the fifth 
team. Suddenly every player 
on th e  p itch , b a r  Greenall, 
found an extra gear: Nick car­

^  ■* ’  ,

rying o ut the  am ount of defen­
sive work only known to Pete 
Docherty’s lawyer, the insur­
m ountable Sapha casing may­
hem w ith  clever touches and 
sharp elbows and renaissance 
m an Alesandro proving to be 
as much of a scourge of the 
medics as MRSA.

W ith only ten  m inutes 
rem aining the boys carried out 
assau lt a fte r  assault on the 
beleaguered asp iring  NHS 
w orkers, guess th ey  were 
preparing  them selves for 
th ings to come. Finally the 
breakthrough, ano ther move 
usually only seen on the tra in ­
ing pitches of the men in blue 
pre Avram, led to the  hulking- 
man from Aberdeen grabing 
his second. A wonderful swivel 
on the edge of the area usually 
only seen in the pasa doble, 
allowed the form er Scotland 
Point G uard to lash the ball

home. Victory was b u t four 
m inutes away.

Sadly, a b eau tifu l game 
was again tain ted  by another 
shocking decision, the  ref 
deciding to award a penalty 
for a dive as evident as Bebe’s 
love for tw enty four hour sur­
veillance. D espite the m agnifi­
cent efforts of yours truly, div­
ing to his left to push the  ball 
onto the  post representing  
both quickness of m ind and 
cat like dexterity, the rest of 
the  f ifth  team  were clearly 
th in k in g  abou t th e ir  post 
m atch  sustenance and  the 
rebound was prom ptly d is­
patched w ith aplomb. Yet with 
the clock w inding down Tevez 
exposed deficiencies in  the 
opposition keeper like those of 
a certain K ent and Sussex hos­
p ita l. Cleverly m anoeuvring 
the  ball from the grasp of the 
oaf who is soon to  be operating

on people across the country 
then calmly slotting the ball 
into the  net, B irrill p u t the  fin­
ish ing  touches to  a th ir ty  
m inute hattrick  of the  highest 
order. Redemption.

So w ith a stunning victory 
under our belt, be it w ith  a 
large slice of luck in tow, the 
fifth team  m arch on to the next 
field of glory. That is fortress 
B errylands, w here next 
S aturday the mighty bastions 
of m asculin ity  in both  the 
fours and fives will once again 
lock horns. The ensuing parox­
ysm may lead to deaths of an 
unnamed few, but to  the vic­
tors go the spoils, and on this 
perform ance who w ould bet 
against this weird and won­
derful family of freaks. Peace.


