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'WHAT IS TO BE DONE

THROUGHOUT the days so far,
the militants involved in the
occupation have been united
around the essential demand of
“No fee increases.” The hearten-
ing thing about the occupation
has been the continued involve-
ment of Overseas Students and

those so-called “apathetic” Bri-
tish students.

According to the reformist.
these people need to be won
over by “broadbased and reason-
able” demands. Our demand, by
those definitions, was specific
and militant, yet time after
time, our position has been en-
dorsed by massive union meet-
ings. We- feel it necessary to
praise those non-aligned activ-
ists, who unlike those who have
tried to stab the occupation in
the back, have stuck magnifi-
cently to the principle of educa-
tion for all, regardless of nation-
ality or personal wealth. It 1s
these people who have made the
occupation what it is.

When the Tories crawled on
their bellies to Ralf ‘and the
Press, they were shown the door
by those militants; when the
Broad-left tried to water down
our demands, they were de-
feated again and again. When
these activists were sold out fin-
ally by the Broad-left-Tory alli-
ance, so much for “reason and
responsibility” when the School
threatened and intimidated
them, they stood firm. It is a |
-pity that it takes an occupation
to bring people together in soli-
darity and for a collective con-
sciousness to ensue. The com-
radeship shown by these non- |
aligned militants was fantastic.

Whether or not Dahrendorf
ends this occupation through |
bully-boy tactics, this is not the
end of the campaign. The col-
leges that have followed our |
lead grow day by day. Only |

national leadership and co-ordi-
nation are lacking.

To end: If our demand of no
fee increases cannot be met un-
der this system, then we,
through our own collective
action and self-activity, must
HELP change this society into a
socialist society.

Roger Galloway and
Richard Bennett

BEAVER would like to apolo-
gise for the bittiness of this
front page but this is due to the
fact that we hoped to get the
latest news of what was hap-
pening in the occupation and
this was only possible by leav-

L
Occupational
v v
sayings
Overheard in Union Meeting :°
“I'd like to'stay and vote against
the occupation, but unfortu-

nately I've got to go to a hockey
match.”

Overheard in Registry, 23.2.77:
A Trot: I suppose I shouldn’t
be saying this, but I can’t help
wishing the police would hurry
up and come.” '

Overheard in Beaver Office:
Paul Brown: “Where bigots
lead, fools follow.”

Overheard elsewhere: “From
out of the gloom a voice. spake
unto me saying : “Smile and be
happy, things could get worse.”

“So I smiled and was happy
and lo and behold things did get
worse”’—Ralf Dahrendorf.

The Editor, Beaver: “Beaver
is not an impartial paper.”

Poster: ‘“Welcome to our
friends in blue. Fight for the
right to strike.”

Another poster: “It's not
against Union Policy to smile.”

Jim Montgomery, giving in-

| structions for tackling the police

ing spaces to be filled when we |

got the proof copies back on

| Saturday, the rest of the copy
| for this page having been sent

for printing last Thursday. We
present below an eye-witness
account by Carol Saunders and
Martin Peacock, two Beaver re-
porters who were in Connaught
House when the events of Satur-
day morning took place.

The gang of 4 meets the Press.

“We must be very careful, es-
pecially overseas students whe
don't want to be deported to
Turkey, Iran, Irag—or wherever
they’re unfortunate enough te
come from.”

James Gaussen

The occupation, which had
lasted 17 days, finally reached
its conclusion early on Saturday
morning. At 245 am sleepers
in - Connaught House were
awakened by security who were
on duty on the doors whose
suspicions had been aroused by
prowling policemen. These were
later confirmed by the appear-
ance of newspapermen at the
corner of .Houghton Street and
Aldwych. As the occupiers
waited they could hear the
sounds of the police breaking in
from the fire escape and smash-

ing: down the front doors of
Connaught - House, which still
bear the signs.

Our correspondents on the

spot report that the exit was an
orderly one down the stairs and
out into the Aldwych. The
police seemed surprised to find
few.- occupiers—54—whilst
they numbered in excess of "300,
having been drafted from all
over London. The mass of occu-
piers then made their way up
Kingsway and found in every
street emanating from it lines

SO

of police whose purpose seemed
to be to stop any attempts at
reoccupation.

On Saturday morning all was
quiet in Connaught House. A
very unco-operative policeman
was installed behind the front
doors of Connaught House and
refused to talk about what had
happened a few hours earlier.
Professor Dahrendorf was seen
walking around the Main Build-
ing, apparently unable himself
to find entry.

That there was no incident of
any kind during the
action is due to the firm com-
mitment the occupiers had to
leaving quietly once the first

policeman gained access through |

the barricades. In fact there
was much good humour and one
policeman thanked the occu-
piers for the telegram which the
Security Committee “had sent
expressing support for the right
of policemen to strike.

EIGHT months after the an-
nouncement of massive fee in-
creases for next year, and three
months after the slight reduc-
tion of the scale of these
creases, LSE students were
seized by an impulse of mili-
tancy and decided to change
Government policy by occupy-
ing two floors of the administra-
tive building.

in-

It is understandable that at
a college of L.S.E’s composi-
tion there should be militant

opposition to the fee increases,
but why should the opposition
have crystalised on Wednesday,
9th February ?. . The answer
may lie in the prior intentions
of the tired hacks of the L.S.E.
Union.

The occupation was spon-
taneous and well-meaning but
unfortunately: such demonstra-
tions of feeling usually en-
trench offensive Government
policy by alienating public sup-
port from the demonstrators.
Surprisingly, in this instance
publicity was generally favour-

able to students and sympa-
thetic to their case.
After the weekend of 19th

and 20th it was apparent by the
reduced size of Union meetings
that the mass support of the
previous week had dissipated
itself. If the occupation had

pitlo | ended before the court dead-

line it would have achieved
worthwhile * publicity for the
occupation and possibly a wai-

ver of free increases for cur-
rent self-financing students.
Now, however, the IS. and

I.M.G. and their fellow-travel-
lers appear determined to force
the confrontation everyone

| would wish to avoid.

Mungo Deans

Trevor Phillips tries to get in.
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LETTERS . ..

BEAVER BALANCED

DEAR EDITOR,—Knowing that several of the
Bzzwer Publications Commitiee have supported the
occupation and intend writing about it in this
issue 1 feel it is necessary that a politically non-
aligned moderate should put the other side of the
argument,

Eut, let me first make it quite clear that I am as
worried about the students of LSE as anyone. The
proposed fee level is obviously a very serious problem

and it would be tragic if students were unable  to
com= here, or indeed have to leave prematurely as
a result. However to simply say “No fee increases™

is a very negative attitude. In fact the irresponsible
attitude of some members of the schoel on this
matier was exemplified in one of the Union meet-
ings when someone shouted out “where’'s the money
going to come from?” to be answered with a shout
of  “that’s  irrelevant.” With that sort of verbal
exchange is it really surprising that many people
don’t think very much of students and begrudge
paying our grants out of their taxes.

In asking for the eventual -abolition of fees,
the students are threatening to put an even
heavier burden upon the tax-payer, whilst decing
nothing to win them over to their side. The occupza-
ticn at LSE is really only serving to alienate the
public who are merely having their suspicions; that

students are essentially impractical, idealistic .and .

unrezsonable, justified.

The point 'm making is that the government is
responsible for the fee increases, not the school. Any
acticn at the school has not really been against
{ees” but a battle with the school to increase
student power in decision making. And in many
cases to let the public Know that LSE hasn't really
been nursed back to the fold of the majority of
colleges which  have
outlcoks over the last few years. It is basically to
Iet the school know that the Left isn’t really dead
and the Director can’t. really count on having an

“no

maintained their Right-wing -

easy time of it for the remainder of his stay as
Director of the school.

If students really feel that fees should .not be
increased they should be taking action against the
Department of Education and Science, or the. gov-
ernment itself in a broad based campaign. The only
way in which  occupations can really be of any use
in terms of a nationwide perspective is if every
college. is occupied. But of course, this would be
detrimental to the students themselyes in the same
way that this occupation is having harmful effects on
the school. Most supporters of the occupation have
remained oblivious to the fact that, for example, ap-
plicants to LSE are being presented with very severe
difficulties as a result. of the occupation in the
Admissions Office. Furthermore it would be in-
teresting to know how many potential students have
been dissuaded from coming here as a result of the
bad publicity the occupation has attracted.

Finally a word about thé behaviour
Director.. The ineptitude he has shown in the
handling of the occupation is unbelievable. Many
say that his actions were designed to split the
student body, but it could -equally be considered a
blunder since if the occupation had been allowed to
continue without any fuss being made, support for
it would quite probably have waned after a few days.
And in threatening legal action he has alienated
many people who were sympathetic towards him- to
start with, when it seemed that- he had been. caught
in the middle of a dispute caused by a government
decision. Finally, however, his decision to reject the
demands of Monday 21st, which -appeared to be quite
reasonable in the eyes of most people, surprised and
disgusted everyone and I think now that Dahrendorf
has done. irreversible damage to his reputation at
LSE, and it's not difficult to see now why so many
of the occupation supporters have shown so little
trust in him. The sincerity of his statements to
the effect that he is on our side must now be looked
at with scepticism,
21/2/77

of the

Richard Kitchen

Carr Saunders‘ lashes back

EAR EDITOR,—Having once been the target of
“znonymous” snidelines it’s about time we had our
share of print. Previously it was the fact that
Trade Union Studies were agitating and taking over
the LSE—that wouldn’t be such a bad thing, a litfle
awareness might creep in somewhere—and, anyway,

as your muck-raking correspondents from Carr
Ssunders might admit, no political indoctrination
has Dbeen introduced and

the vast majority of
Carr Saunders Hall are as politically unknowing as
before,

In the last issue our finances were in question and
this time it went a little too far. (1) For anyone
who read with glee that Carr Saunders Society is
about ‘to be declared bankrupt will, I am afraid, be
disappointed. Our finances will by the end of this
term be as healthy as ever with over £300 in the
deposit account once again. The main reason for
running an overdraft over Christmas was the fact
hat the School was slow in giving us our money.
(2) And—more importantly—we welcome justified
criticism from people justified to give it, but, we
don’t think ‘“anonymous” Paul Brown can “justify”
himself on either point. (Furthermore we don’t
think we appreciate criticism which has no signature
and. the fellow committee member hasn’t -got the

~ners to Society meetings and so on.

manners to tell ‘us: he wrote it—we do read
“Beaver’).

It is poignant that this article has come from
aul - Brown who was the only committee member
whose lack of enthusiasm was manifest in matters
ranging from the Bar Committee to Christmas din-
We also ask
ourselves why we allewed Paul ‘Brown.to run his
Social events unhindered; considering his premedit-
ated knowledge of financial loss. Perhaps if he used
a little more commonsense, our finances might not
have sunk so low. We wonder if the feason for this
sly and false attack and his general lack of keen-
ness is because of total failure at the beginning of the
Autumn Term to turn the Carr Saunders Committee
into a Paul Brown clique. - Well, Paul, that’s what
elections are all about! ;

With love,
. Paul Theiner (ex-President)
Mark Cottell (ex-Vice President) President

G. Thomas (Porter Manager)

PS: Lots of love to all committee members
(including Paul Brown) and thanks for all last term’s
gocd work. 3

Assuredly conned

LARGE numbers of LSE stu-
denfs have recently received
letters from ‘University Assur-
ances  Services Ltd inviting
them to return a questionnaire

containing such questions as
what - the ‘student’s matital
status is, his probable, future

occupation, whether he will be
likely to require a mortgage,
whether he has or has not had
a serious illness (if so detailed
medical history of the family is
required) and how much he
considers he could invest per
month, in other words,. ques-
tions of a personal-nature. This,
we are told, is a free service
intended 'to help you establish

the “foundations of
financial future.”

If these forms are not filled
in, the company sends out a
reminder a couple of months
later giving the lucky student
“another opportunity.”’. I won-

a_ secure

der how the company found out

names and addresses of students
so I phoned up one of the direc-
tors. Mr. R. E. Cross. He refused
to divulge this information. It
should be obvious that this
company is not a “philanthrop-
ic” organisation, but it is con-
cerned with making profits.
Students may.not realise that

Life Asst e isa long-term
-affair. The problem is that, if
you become broke after-a year

of paying considerable sums of
money into an Assurance Pol-
icy, if you wish to cash it in
you can expect  practically
nothing back. With the rickety
financial position of students, I
do not think that they are in
any position to effect long-term
investment programmes. My ad-
vice to them, if they receive
the above-mentioned question-
naire, is to write a short note,
return it in the reply-paid envel-

ope enclosed, quoting the refer-:

ence number onh the form, say-
ing that- they do not wish to
complete -it, and asking the
company to delete their mames
from its lists.

Jonathan Richmond

Another schoolboy’s

view on Ireland

DEAR EDITOR,—I ;gree with M.
M. Gallagher's sentiments in the
last issue of ‘Beaver’ that the ‘Eng-
lish schoolboy’ interpretétion of the
situation in Irelands needs correct-
ing. But all we were offered by way
of a correction was an Irish school-
boy interpretatidn of the’ problem.

It 1s a fact that every Irish school-
boy leaves school with a burning
grievance against Britain as the
perpetrator of the most unforgiv-
able act against Ireland, the parti-
tion of the country. 5

There was never any allowance
made for the possibility that there
might be an internal basis in Irish
society for partition. A separate his-
torical development leading to a
unique economic, cultural and poli-
tical experiehce was the basis for
different nation states throughout
Europe but nothing like this could
be countenanced as having hap-
pened within Ireland. Every Irish
nationalist worth his salt will fight
against an objective revaluation of
the ‘official’ Irish history. The
nationalist is far happier spinning
fantasies out of his mind as Gal-
lagher does when he depicts the
Ulster industrial working class as
the confused stooges of backwoods

landowners and the British ruling

class. This combined power, so the
story has it, is preventing the Pro-
testant working class from realising
its true destiny in the bosom of a
United Irish state.

Both the Officials and the Provos
are agreed that there is a national
liberation struggle to be fought in
Northern Ireland. But in latter
years the Officials have held back
from fighting a military struggle.
The Provos went ahead with the
military struggle which came sur-
prisingly close to success when Ted
Heath was P.M. If there is actu-
ally a liberation struggle being
fought in Northern Ireland, the FPro-
vos have an absolute historical
sanction for the use of armed vio-
lence. No national liberation struggle
in history ever succeeded without
armed violence.

Why don’t the Officials fight an
armed struggle which they are un-
dou\btedly capable of? Since the
early ’sixties the Republican move-
ment had been flirting with pro-
gressive ideas of a democratic and
socialist nature. Consequently- a
large section of it developed a con-
science about - taking up arms
against the largest concentration of
industrial labour anywhere in Ire-
land. For it is not necessary to
fight the good fight on the ground
as the Officials did in the late ‘six-
ties and early ’'seventies, to realise
that the obstacle to a United Ire-
land was not the British Army.

To get a United Ireland the Pro-
testant working class would have to
be taken on militarily. The Provos
on the other hand were national-
ists for whom democratic or social-
ist notions were of little account.
They had no qualms about provok-
ing a full-scale military struggle
against an industrial working class.
They set about systematically to de-
moralise the Protestant community
by the wholesale bombing cam-

3
paign. But in this they have dis- 3

mally failed.

The only socialism the Officials =
are interested in is of the United

Ireland variety. They are now fight-

ing the ‘national liberation struggle’

by trying to gain attention for a
Bill of Rights which no right-
minded person would disagree with,
but for the fact that it is irrelevant
to the real problem. The real prob-

lem is, what do you do with a sub-'

stantial community which regards
the liberation struggle as national
oppression. It is a developed class
structured society, the backbone of
which is an industrial labour force

and confronting it is a nationalist’

movement that has long since run

out of steam. Every intelligent per-

son in Southern Ireland is busy
trying to undo the damage caused
by .catholic nationalist | excesses
rather than extend its influenca
further afield.

The assumption of every nation-
alist is that it’s a ecrime against
humanity that Ireland should be
partitioned. But the Ulster Union-

ist when forced to make the choice =

whether -he should remain part .of
the United Kingdom or join an gh-
stract United Irish Republic will
have nothing to do with the latter.

And it's extremely difficult to find

fault with his reasoning,

It is the view of a growing sec-
tion of the democratic and socialist
movement in Ireland that Ulster
has right to independence from
Southern Ireland if they democra-
tically so wish.

Whether taken from the histori-
cal, cultural or economic point -of
view, Ulster has as much right to
self - determination as any other
section of- these islands. Ulster's
exercise of that democratic right to
self-determination is expressed in
the wish to remain part of the UK

and that should be supported Ly ;

democrats and socialists.

Gallagher is right when he says
that diserimination and sectarian-
ism have -been supported by institu-
tions in both communities rather
than simply being an expression :of
the Protestant attitude to the Cath-
olic minority. The Catholics of Ire
land both South and North havys
been educated and culturally
groomed to see Northern Ireland
as a state that had to be under-
mined which periodically included
supporting military campaigns.

But. unfortunately it is the Catho-
lic minority in the North which has
had to bear the brunt of the Pro-
testant determination to maintain
the union with Britain. It is not
surprising that they did not get

red-carpet treatment from the maj-

ority but the Catholic minority of
the North were treated better than
the Protestant minority of the
South. The Protestant community
of the South has been more than
halved from about 12 per cent of
the population when the state was
founded in the ’twenties to its pre-
sent 5 per cent. This was sectarian-
ism of a far more effective, subtiz
and sophisticated kind than any-
thing that went on in the North.

Gallagher is also right when he
argues that class politics are ve-
tarded while the national struggle

is going on. But he is wrong to |

urge one kind of national liberation
struggle as a substitute for another.

dames Q’Leary

= SR,
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UDGES ‘JUST"

OR JUST JUDGES?

THIS odd slogan was prompted
by Roger Galloway’s recent ex-
clamations against judges on
the pages of Beaver. I thought
1 would approach the subject a
little less earthily and try to
discover whether there is more
than just naked revolutionary
préjudice ideas. The

guestion raised by Roger really

in his
amounts to this:

Are English judges just and
unbiased in their handling of
the law, or do they just make
the grade by way of friends
and influence rather than their
high sense of social duty?

This is not as black and white
an issue as might be expected.
The functioning of the judici-
ary depends on many in-
fluences : on their method of
their privileges of
office, their duties as defined by
the constitution, the actual ex-
ercise of their power in court,

and changes in attitudes to law
and its administration.

Obviously the social back-
ground and political views of
judges have a great influence on
their consciousness of the na-
ture of their duties and posi-
tion. But these influences are
ever present among all people
in public life. :

Throughout the argument we
cannot ignore the fact that
judges, irrespective of their

politics or background, make up «

a powerful interest group,
which stands in tension with
the other interest groups that

"constitute the elements of our

constitution. I believe that it
is in this realisation, more than
any other, that the true threat
of excessive judicial mishand-
ling of the law in its own fa-
vour comes. 1 would submit

‘that judicial bias in the exer-

cise of their functions exists
and is more a factor of position
than of social influence or back-
ground.

So what are judges supposed
to be doing ? Basically they
have a twofold job. Firstly.
they are supposed to apply the
law Parliament makes. Sec-
ondly, and perhaps more dan-
gerously, they can create law
in their own right. It is in
this latter function that the ju-
diciary are most likely to clash
with other interests in society,
not only by creating law
favourable to their own inter-
ests, but also by negating the
desired effect of statutes in set-
ting precedents of interpreta-
tion which may distort Parlia-
ment’s true intentions, and
which must be followed by sub-
sequent courts, thereby making
the judicial view of the law
stick.

RN

The recent case of Gouriet v.
National Union of Post Office
Workers is an excellent ex-
ample of how judges can at-
tempt to increase their power.
Fortunately, Lord Denning’s
views are the minority view
and so not yet the law. But
the case has still to go to the
House of Lords and his view
may be adopted.

Lord Denning held that where
the Attorney General refuses to
give his consent to an action
brought by a private citizen to
stop a future breach of the law,
the latter should be entitled to
go to court and pursue the
claim on his own.

All very well, but it is as-
suming more power for judges
than they are supposed to have.
Lord Denning’s view amounts
to saying that the courts can
decide whether a law is about
to be broken and allow pre-
ventative action, which up ' to
now has been the Attorney
General’s function, and also
would transfer the review of
the A.G.’s decisions from Par-
liament to the courts, irrespec-
tive of the fact that the At-
torney General is a government
minister.

A more outrageous case was
Novotnik v. Novotnik, where
judicial misinterpretation of the
1964 Legal Aid Act effectively
prevented legal aid from being
distributed to the very people
it was intended for. Ironically
it was Lord Denning in Han-
ning v. Maitland who set the
law right. The point is, how-
ever, that a serious error was
made and distorted the law as
laid down by Parliament.

But why do judges behave
this way ? I would summarise
the reasons in the following
words : Judges have a conceited
view of their role as ‘“guard-
ians of liberty, an attitude
evolved by their position, and
excessive law-making powers.

Both have their origin in his-
tory. Before the 1870’s judges
were the major source of law
in this country. Parliament

merely adjusted any shortcom-

ings in what the judges de-
clared to be the law. These
roles have now been reversed,
but at the same time judges
still retain their ancient law-
making powers more or less in-
tact.

These powers are generally
used with restraint and so no
great errors ensue. But now and
again the
ously. In the notorious case of
Shaw v. D.P.P. Lord Simonds

judges falter seri-

said : “In the sphere of criminal |

law, I entertain no” doubt that
there remains in the courts of

law a residual power to enforce |

the supreme and fundamental | o0 taneously’ felt throughout

purpose of the law, to conserve
not only the safety ‘and order
but also the. moral welfare of
the state.”

| study.

This is an unacceptable idea |
in a modern democracy where |

Parliament is supposed to voice
the views of the people on such

matters. Indeed one commenta- |

tor has said its effect is similar

|
|

to an Act of 1935, passed in
Nazi Germany, which stated
that : “any person who commits
an act which the law declares
to be punishable or which is
deserving of punishment ac-
cording to the fundamental
conceptions of penal. law and
sound popular feeling shall be
punished.”

What is the solution to this ?
It certainly does not depend on
selecting judges from a broader
area of society, although this
would serve to ensure that
judges are more in contact
with the people they are sup-
posed to serve. What is needed
is a revision of the powers and
duties of judges. They should
no longer. be creators of- the
law—Parliament is a wholly
adeqguate organ for - this.

Judges should be nothing
more or less than. administra-
tors of the law, in other words
functionaries with -.executive
but not creative powers..

That way they would be pre‘-‘;‘

vented from steering the. law
in their own favour by in-
terpreting past cases and sta-
tutes in a light based on fiction
and obscure reasoning.” ‘They
would be forced to take note of
the fact that people are not in-
terested in a system of . courts

‘where judges -are free to mis-

apply the words of statutes, or
to dictate standards upon soci-
ety which may have little if no
approval, or indeed .to cloud
constitutional issues with a
view to overstating their place
within it.

They would no longer be
judges “just” but just judges.

P. T Muchlinski.
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FREEDOM

IT was announced at the Union
meeting on January 28th that
we had received a letter from
the of the Chilean
prisoner adopted by the Union.

wife

Here is an approximate trans-
lation of that letter:

“Dear Friend,—I am writing
to you on behalf of my husband
to give you my sincere thanks
for everything you are doing to
get a visa for him and for me.
I can tell you everything about
his present situation, which I
will be happy to. do since now
we have regained our optim-
ism. faith and hope now that
we see more clearly the future
ahead of us. It makes us very
happy to know that in a coun-
try so far away from ours there
are people like you and the or-
ganisation for which you work,
supporting us. There is no
doubt that freedom is the
greatest thing that any human
being in my husband’s situa-
tion could wish for.

We will often think about

“your help and let us hope that

we’ll ‘'soon be ablé to thank you
personally when we emigrate
to England.

We are a young married
couple, both students, and we
would very much like to con-
tinue our studies and be able to
work to build our own future.

The details of my husband’s
situation are :

Name: Alfonso Calixto Se-
bastian Alvarez Miranda.

Born i 1st March, 1955.
Married : 4th August, 1976.

Studied  to 3rd
passed to 4th.

year ’and

Sentenced to 7 years and 300
days by military justice. He is
covered by decree 504 which
allows his sentence to be. com-
muted to exile if a visa is
gained. He has no right to con-
ditional liberties such as Sun-
day visits, etc. He has been im-
prisoned since 23rd September,
1973.

We have received no help
apart from yours in gaining a
visa for any other country. We
have been in touch with the
Embassy and have let them
know about the adoption.

I hope the details are clear
enough but I am ready to an-
swer any further enquiries.
Our most cordial greetings
and eternal thanks to you and
the whole of your organisation
—Affectionately.”

We have since found out that
a visa has been granted to /
fonso and Patricia and we zare
now waiting for their arrival in
England, though it is not pos-
sible to know exactly
they will come. We are plan-
ning to give them a really
warm reception when they zar-
rive and one of the things we
had in mind was to have ac-
commodation set up for them.,
Obviously this will not be easy,
so any offers will be a great
help. If you know of anything
please tell Emma in S100a at
any time you can catch her
there. Or come to one of our
meetings held on Tuesdays in
S100a at 1 pm.  New members
are always welcome.

when -

Chile Solidarity Committee.

TRANCENDENTAL Meditation
is fun. It is primarily: a method
for unfolding the full capacity
of the individual to enjoy life.
Far from being an escape from
the demands of life, it is invari-
ably found to increase the
freshness with which one ap-
proaches - everyday . activity.

Essentially the technique con-
sists of a very simple procedure
for allowing mind and body to
settle down to a very quiet
state, while at the same time
maintaining an increasing de-
gree of alertness. This combin-
ation of restful alertness, gained
during the practice, is then

the day and influences such ac-
tivities as decision-making, per-
sonal encounters, and ability to
Twice a day a person
sits for 20 minutes, with eyes
closed in a comfortable chair.
At a subjective level what is
felt during meditation is simply
that the thinking process be-
comes much less active.

editation

The experience is a little like
what happens when the volume
of a noisy radio is gradually
switched off, and we become
conscious of silence itself.

When practised correctly the
process is completely effortless
and happens by itself. For this
reason it is~necessary to learn
the method from a trained
teacher. Instruction takes place
in four lessons, preceded by
two introductory talks.

The effects of TM on everyday
life vary somewhat from one

person to another: Most people.

notice beneficial changes within
the first few days, often in the
form of lessened tension, bet-
ter memory and concentration.
A common report is that there
seems to be more time available
during the day even though the
work load remains the same,
probably because of a lessened
sense of hurry and anxiety.

Relationships are often pro-
foundly affected with more
openness and ease. People who
play sports generally notice an
improvement in their perform-

ance. They are always looking
for an advantage in their rigor-
ous competition. People in
other fields can sometimes
slide by at less than full poten-
tial, but an athlete knows he
must perform at his peak, not
only physically and with the
ability to concentrate mentally,

_but under severe pressure. AS
scientific research has indicated
and important athletes now
attest, TM 1is one technique that
improves all three areas at
once.

There ' have been : over a
hundred published studies on

TM indicating that a total psysi-
ological change occurs as a re-

sult of this easy mechanica
mental technique. =~ One 1e-
searcher suggested that the
unique synchrony of the brain
wave patterns produced during
TM could be correlated to in-
creased perception ‘and learn-
ing ability shown in meditating
students.

The: LSE TM :Society invite
you to a talk on March 3rd i
the TV Room at 1 pm. Every-
one is welcome to attend.
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STRAND HOUSE

NEXT year sees the move of
the Main Library to Strand
House which is now under-
going conversion. This ac-
counts for the cacophony

from behind the St.
It is hoped

emanating
Clements Building.

that the builders will be
finished by January 1978 and
that the mammoth task of

transferring the library will be
completed in the ensuing six
months. Hence present first
yvear under-graduates can ex-
pect to enjoy the new delights
for the whole of their third
year, teething troubles and all.
Of course unforeseen circum-
stances etc

[t was in 1970 that the School
first entered into negotiations
with W. H. Smith and Sons

concerning the possible acquisi-
tion of Strand House by L.S.E.
Strand House was a prime site
and being Smith's administra-
tive wholesale - headquarters
and a warehouse; it was struc-
turally sound and able to bear
very heavy weight. -~ Agreement
was reached in 1973 and on
February 5th, of that year, Lord
Robbins launched an appeal at
the Mansion House to raise the

minimum of £2m which was re-
quired to pay for the building.
Another £19m was forth-

coming from the Government.
Last year on March 31st, L.S.E.
officially took possession of
Strand House but as the target
for the appeal was continually
running away the original con-

version plans have had to be
cut down. Consequently air
conditioning and a second lift

have been left out of the
scheme although provision in

the rebuilding has been made
for their incorporation once
more money has been raised.

Tenders for conversion were
submitted at the'time of a very
keen market and consequently
were relatively low, the success-
ful offer coming from J. Jarvis
and Son.

The money
raised from the appeal for
the purchase and conversion
has come from a variety of in-
teresting sources. The Ford
Foundation and the Nuffield
Foundation gave $400,000 and
£200,000 respectively. Barclays
Bank gave £3.000 and £5,000
came. ‘P and O  Lines. Ltd.,
£10,000 from the National Coal
Board. The < Economist gave
£5,000, the Daily: Telegraph
£2,000 and the Financial Times
£10,000. The . largest -single
anonymous donation was worth
$250,000.

The object of the move to
Strand House is to improve the
library and L.S.E. facilities
generally which are cramped to
say the least. It is hoped that
once -the transition is made; all
material will be readily avail-
able, as compared with now
when only one-ninth of the
stock' is on the shelves, i.e.
about 7,000 out of over 60,000.
At the moment, most books are

that has been

shelved "underground along 10
miles of shelves and stories are
told of how a large part of the
Aldwych rests on the founda-
tions of the LSE library. Books
are also stored at a depository
in Egham.

The floor area of Strand
House is half that of the space
available at the moment so
summer 1978 will see quite a
considerable move around. The
Accommodation Committee has
been and will be examining the
overall allocation of space and
has been consulting Students’

-

“ MAIN
BUILDING

Union, Departments and the
Administration. [t appears
that the Students’ Union will

be appreciably better off and it
seems likely that it will trans-
fer its offices to the East Build-
ing. although nothing is final-
ised yet. ‘

Looking at the changes from
an environmental viewpoint it
appears that the “Centre of
Gravity” will change. This
affects the siting of key func-
tions which should emanate

from it and is the place where
key pedestrian routes converge.

It is at the moment, the Foyel
of the Old Building, but with
interest focused largely on -
Strand House it will move to
further along Houghton Street
and probably to St. Clements.

Above all, the move to Strand

House will make L.S.E. a big-
ger University and go some
vay to rectifying the feeling

students and staff have of being
claustrophobically confined to a
very small area. Coupled with
this will be a vastly improved

library, hopefully in a clean,
light atmosphere where all
books are available when re-
quired.

A.C.

THIS week Beaver presents as
its Middle Page Feature a sur-
vey of the British Library of
Political and Economic Science
now and in the future. On this
page we have a look at the im-
plications of the move to
Strand House next year; on
page five we attempt to show
the state of the Library at the
present time and it is not very
pleasant. We hope that in light
of the article action will en-
sue but cannot help feeling
that as in the past the whole
matter will soon be forgotten.
We hope this will not be the
case.

Covent Garden Proms

"50p: pay at the door, take your fnends and sit on the floor.”

Four performances by The Royal Opera
Monday 11th April at 7.30 pm
Tosca (Puccini)

Wednesday 13th April at 7.30 pm
Peter Grimes (Britten)

Thursday 14th April at 7.30 pm
Tosca (Puccini)

Tuesday 19th April at 7.00 pm
Faust (Gounod)

Four performances by The Royal Ballet:

Tuesday 12th April at 7.30 pm
La Fille mal gardée

700 Stalls Promenade places available on the day of

performance one hour before curtain up. 50p each,
including VAT. Seats: £1-00 to £12-50.
Further details: 01-240 1911 (24-hour information service).

Friday 15th April at 7.30 pm
La Bayadére, Triad, Humoresque

Saturday 16th April at 7.30 pm
The Taming of the Shrew

Monday 18th April at 7.00 pm
The Dream, A Month in the Country, Voluntaries

Royal Opera | /()11.\‘:’

in assocration with

Midiand Bank

The Royal Opera House Covent Garden Limited receives financial assistance

from The Arts Council of GreatBritain.

Midland Bank Limited




BEAVER, March 1st, 1977—Page Five

WHAT A LOAD OF RUBBISH!

LIF you have not recognised the
pictures on this page, they are
of a place which all students
pass through many times dur-
ing their period of study at
LSE. 1t is the Main Library
and these photos highlight the
" absolutely filthy and decrepit
'positiun it is in, not only for
students but also for the staff
who have to permanently work
in it

Everyone of you is doubtless
aware of the general dirt: just
f think of the
' you have walked out of the Li-

number of times

brary after doing some work
and finding your hands blackg
both books

However, the gen-

from touching
and shelves.
Leral malaise runs deeper. This
does not mean to say that it

needs hunting out: it is just
that most students enter the Li-
E brary with a specific taste in
I mind; they sit down to do it
f and leave when it is completed.
! Consequently little attention is
paid to the surroundings but to
d give it closer-inspection is hor-
Broken

rifyingly revealing.

i chairs stacked on each other

¥ and left unmended for months ;

“Reserve Stacks’!

B plumbing jobs which - are

B started but are never proper.iy

completed ; fire doors actually

& propped open by fire extinguish-

window ledges and high

ers

shelves which have been

cleaned only once or twice in
the past decade : books left to
acquire dust in the basement
or strewn all over the floor in

complete disarray.

This is just a sample of the
delights which the present Bri-
tish Library of Political and
Economic Science holds. As
probably the important
feature of LSE it is in a shock-
ing state and this hits not only
those who go there to study :
people work there full time.

most

There is a limit to the amount
of clearing up they can do and
it is a total waste of their time
to have to chase around ensur-
ing that cleaning is done, re-
pairs are made and generally
that the library is not too ram-
shackle (which indeed it is at
the moment.

As far as can be ascertained
it is cleaned every day and the
very fact that it is in constant
use too ensures that dust does
not accumulate in many areas.
However there are layers of
filth all over the place which
have- obviously not been
touched for years. Going on to
the library a few weeks ago [
rubbed a cloth along a window-
sill and it came away leaving a
white line amidst the black.

A fortnight later, the sill had
still not been cleaned.”

An example of the ludicrous
cleaning position is over the
space between the double glaz-
ing which is in some parts of
the library. The cleaners’ con-
tract specifies that they should
clean up to the windows and
no further; the window-clean-
ers’ job is to clean the windows
—the space in between is just
left. Similarly there are stacks
of chairs with their seats broken
around the library, usually
with the seats stacked nearby.
It would be the easiest thing in
the world to create an alliance
between the two, yet no-one
seems to consider it, let alone
consider it worthwhile.

Of course all these criticisms
can be answered in two words :
Strand House. Why go .to all
the trouble of cleaning up the
place and achieving some sem-
blance of order when the
)]

Library is going to move ’

Simply, the situation out-
lined above has existed for
many years now and could

quite soon come into being in
the new Library. Also it is 18

Broken Chairs Acquiring Dust

done to rectify it and probablyto overcome as there seems to-

unless there is a mass protest,
nothing will be done. We will
soon be electing student mem-
bers to the Library Committee
(the original election was in-
valid because one of the can-
didate’s names- was not printed

be no one person who is actu-
ally responsible for making
sure that the Library is ade-
guately maintained—so that it
is a fit place to work in. Let us
hope that this time the cry will
not be ignored nor made in iso-

on ¢he

situation.

A Cleaners’ Cupboard

months before the great move
will be completed and until
that day many people will be
forced to work in almost intol-
erable conditions. Approaches
have been made to the School
on many occasions to find solu-
tions to the problems, but have
with

met little positive: res-
ponse.
Whatever- your viewpoint,

whether you think that it is
necessary to keep up the repu-
tation of the BLPES or that
there should at least be mini-
mum standards, it is obvious
that: action should be taken to
improve the material condition
of the Library. It is in a sorry
condition and what is even sad-
der is that nothing has been

baiiot form)
should be their first major pri-
ority to find a solution to this
problem. It is a state of affairs
which has prevailed for many
" years despite repeated protests
from Library staff.
now their cries have gone vir-
tually unheeded : what usually
happens is that after a wave of
protestations there is a
period of intense activity when
things appear to be done, but
it is very short-lived and soon
there is a relapse into the old

It seems a difficult problem

and it lation, but that sufficient stu-
dents and academics will feel
stron~'e motivated to try and
alter matters wmici, and ** can-
not be emphasised too often,
are in a shocking state. The
fact that the Library staff have
lived with them for so long is
no justification for their con-
tinuation. As the School seems
to have washed its hands of the
whole affair it is up to our
student representatives on the
Library Committee — and you,
students and academic staff —
to exert pressure for change.

Up until

short

Anton Chapman.

Many Months’ Rubbish

GERMANY: 40 YEARS ON

THE praised “German model” shows its Mr Hyde iace
in eroding democratic rights and liberties, undemo-
cratic changes and extensions of the legal system,
militarisation and policing throughout the country.
The restriction of protest and resistance inside the
system by criminalisation and harassment, leading
united

to individuals’ economic ruin, calls for a

stand, international action indicating concern and
disgust about the measures and methods used by
governmental institutions. To prove this reproaches
an incomplete but examplary chronological list of
measurements in the Federal Republic ‘seems to ke

adequate.

After rearmament and prohibition of the KPD
(Communist Party of Germany) in the

climax was reached after the student riots by the pass
w

fifties a

of the “emergency laws” (providing deviations from
constitutional principles in_the case of emergency) in
1968.

The “Conference of the Ministers of Interior” im-
plemented the “Decree against Radicals” in 1972 as
a legal device to prevent the employment of “extrem-
ists” in the public service. The Border Guard was

officially defined as a “Police Reserve Force” in 1973.

The “Lex-Baader-Meinhof” was passed in parlia-
1974 providing the exemption of lawyers
from trials on grounds of “sympathising with their
defendants.” In 1975 the crown witness and the
supervision of lawyers were instituted and in the
same year the Supreme Court of the FRG confirmed
the “Act against Radicals.” In 1976, finally, para-
graphs 88a and 130a are passed in parliament allow-
i;g political censorship, confiscation and penalisa-
tion of publishers and their publications if these

ment in

“incite to the use of violence” or
as a means of political strife™.

present “violence

The examination of 500,000 applications for public
employment in three years leading to nearly 500 job
sackings (Berufsverbote—now an international term)
on behalf of the politically based “Decree against
Radicals” and various cther measures exemplify the
gigantic bureaucratic set-up guaranteeing a biased
“political democratic order”.

This political record is highlighted by a statement
of Chancellor Schmidt, declaring the Baader-Meinhof
Group as criminals before the trials were finished,
the deaths of political prisoners like Hclger Meins
after a hunger-strike against prison conditions (isola-
tion and the “suicide” of Ulrike Meinhof, or the
political and econcmical pressure leading to the
extradition of Rolf Pohle from Greece.

The growing international resistance and organ-
isation of the fight against repression in West Ger-
many is understandable because of the obvious simi-
larities to fascist tactics in the thirties: In several
Eurcpean countries like Sweden, Italy, Belgium,
Denmirk and England, committees were set up and
the “Mitterand-committee” in France or the com-
mittee of the Social democratic Workers' Party of
Holland forced public statements of German poli-
ticians against tuais institutional conduct.

The talk of lawyer Kurt sroenewold (defence
counsel of the RAF (Red Army Fracticn) at the
Stuttgart trials, himsel{ {acing victimisation and a
trizl on the charge of conspiracy) at the L.SE. in
January 77 and the publication of *“Verboten”, a
bulletin with news, infoermation and background
articles on the situation in West Germany, have been
the first actions of the ccmmittee against repressicn
in West Germany in England. In March a con-
ference is planned in conjunction with comrades
from Germany on the subject of repression and
resistance in West Germany with films, theatre and
workshops around particular tcpics. If you wish to
help in any of these areas contact the Campaign at
35 Wellington Street, London WC2.

Hannes Weber




BEAVER, March 1st, 1977—Page Six
RIS e

Occupation hazards

PROFESSOR RALF “I am a Liberal” DAND-
RUFF is utterly against the fee increases. He
is so strongly opposed that he is taking LSE
students to court for trying to do something
about them.

Speaking from his palatial-style home in
Cloudcuckooland, a residence he is forever tell-
ing students =ct iy uve in, Dandruff spoke of

ine “enormous struggle” he had single-handedly '

waged against the fee increases.

“I have lost hours of sleep worrying about

the fees. When I last had a chat with the Prime
Minister over a glass of champagne I told him I
was deeply concerned about them. I think I
might have written a letter to The Times (or
was it the Telegraph?) on the subject. I have
made it clear on several occasions that I am
opposed to the fees increases because I believe
they will cause great hardship to students and
will do great damage to the LSE.

“Nevertheless,” Dandruff went on warm-
ing to his theme, “I am opposed to the sit-in
by students. And for why? I will tell you.
Because it will eause great hardship to students
and will do great damage to the LSE.

“I repeat, I am wholly against fee increases.
1 will even go so far as to say that, taking one
thing with another the government’s pelicy
on: this may not be the most sensible or en-
lightened action which they have taken in the
last three years.

“But the way to change this pelicy is not to
oceupy the lavatories in Conhaught house—or
whatever those students have been doing. I
tell you, raping the cleaners and threatening
te blow up the School is not the way to change
the government’s policy. The way to do that
is to do what I've been doing—talking sensibly
and rationally with the government. My method-
has been highly successful as you can see.”

A statement issued by a group called ‘Cease
the Occupation Now and Talk to Ralf Immedi-
ately, Chaps—(signed) Kay’ (CONTRICK) has
given support to Dandruff. It says in part : “This
totally irresponsible action by hooligans has the
suppert of a tiny minority of students — after
all, only half the school will be affected by the
fee increases. Anyway, the increases are  very
reasonable if you are rich, bigoted, apathetic
and self-centred like we are. Besides, how can
the country possibly afford to educate people
when it is having enough difficulty maintaining
spending on such essential things as Concorde,
new weapons with which to kill greater num-
bers of people, motorways (which are pretty
effective in killing people, too), the Queen (who
must find it pretty difficult to survive on her
paltry salary of £1,665,000 tax free—no incen-
tive to work these days, is there ?) and such
people as the numerous senile, half-witted, de-
erepid reactional flunkeys and parasites more
eemmonly known as the Court of Governors.

“This action is also very undemocratic, Tt
has only been supported by meetings of up to
700 students. And we all know that those sup-
porting the action are either evil-minded Trot-
skyists, or have been duped by them. And there
have been acts of intimidation, too. Many stu-
dents have been told that if they do not support
the action, they will have their heads nailed
to the floor and their knees stapled together.

“So don’t be led by the nose up the garden
path into a false paradise—and don't mix your
metaphors either. <Join us and help the Con-
servative Party, woops, people of moderation
to join together,” ete., ete.

The news that Mr Paul W. Lice, 14, had
resigned as Chairman of LSE’s Labour Club
over the sit-in, came as a great shock to a num-
ber of people who had never previously known
Lice to state his pesition on any issue. It has
come as an even greater shock to a larger num-
ber of people who were not aware that Lice was
Chairman of the Labour Club in the first place.
But it is not certain whether he will now join
the Conservatives; the Liberals seem to be
closer to his viewpoint, though there is some
doubt as to whether he might not be too right-
wing for them. In one of the 47 Union meet-
ings held during the occupation, Lice said that,
rather than taking aetion which might actually
have some effect on Dandruff and his cronies,
students should waste their time and energy
lobbying the Department of Education. He
also claimed that not all of those against the
sit-in were Tories : “Look at me ! I'm completely
against fees increases—as passionately and sin-
cerely so as Margot “Thatcher in the Rye”
James herself. It’s just I den’t think we should
do anything about them. No, I mean, let me
see, this is the wrong way to go about it . . .
if I'm to advance my career in the right way.”

* *. *

At the time of writing it is not known what
has happened in the courts. All that is known
is that, in the best traditions of “liberal democ-
racy’ the opponents of the sit-in have gone
running squealing for help from their friends in
Fleet Street and the judiciary.

Dandruff and co. have made some great “con-
cessions” which apparently include bicenten-
nial meetings with students in which the latter
will be told to accept new fees; students who
do not agree with the economic theories of the
reactionary Economics Department will not be
made to pay even higher fees than everyone
else ; and a “special committee” will be set up
to investigate “dlternatives” to the fees in-
creases—e.g., closing down the library, sacking
all the teaching staff except the reactionaries
(in which case 95 per cent of the staff will stay
—Ed) and raising the price of a hamburger

and chips to £1.50. The only alternatives the

Director will not contemplate is forcing the
Government to change its policies, or cutting
the lucrative salaries of all the various upper
class twits in the Court of Governors, etc., most
of whom have probably never even visited LSE
before.

James Gaussen,
Occupational correspondent.

Cross Gountry

BRITISH STUDENTS’ SPORTS FEDERATION
CROSS-COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIP 1977

. supplies contaminated, and widespread torture takes place daily. "

o

SWAPO —the South West Africa People’s Organisation — is the

National liberation movement of Namibia, a country which South
Africa conquered from Germany in 1915, and refuses to leave. '

Since 1966, South Africa has occupied Namibia in defiance o
the UN and the International Court of Justice. The illegal regimef\-
continues to implement apartheid, to apply brutal labour legisla-"
tion, to crush all strikes for anything more than sub-starvation:
wages, and with the collusion of Western multinationals and
governments, -uses its illegal hold over Namibia to exploit the:
territory’s vast «xnineral wealth. ‘

For the past four years, the people of Namibia, under SWAPO’s
leadership, have been engaged in an armed struggle to liberate
their country.- South Africa’s answer has been to send in 50,000
troops and police to increase its hold over Namibia. Simultaneously
villages have been arbitrary destroyed, areas defoliated, water ®

South Africa also used its illegal hold over Namibia to launch an

ON. February 5th, gver 100 women
from the British Colleges, Polytech-
pics and Universities battled@ over
two-and-a-h2lf miles ‘of swamplike
eross-country course in Guildford.

After the usual jostling at the
start, a group of about ten pulled
away from the field led by British
international Cheryl Hanson
(Leughborough) and Jill Clarke
(Birmingham)., However, the . first
ineline took further toll and as five
emerged in front at the top of the
hill, Kathryn Binns (ULU/LSE)
was - amongst them. She was the
first to pull away after Hanson and

over the last three-quarter mile ran
herself into second place ahead of
Clarke and Scholfield (Loughbor-
ough). Even then the mud-splat-
tered Kathy started a second lap
in her enthusiasm until spectators
ecalled her back.

Lynne Tennant (LSE) came in a
very creditable tenth and these tweo
—two-thirds of the ULU team—
pushed the University into fourth
plaee in the BUSF championship.

In the men’s race, Colin Lizieri
and Nick Lodge were our represent-
atives in the ULU team that fin-
ished fifth, whilst our own team

did well to beat a usually stronger
Brunel side. Nick Jeffries (ULU)
won the race in which even Ray
Smedley could only manage third
spot.

U.L.U. ‘

On Pebruary 9th, LSE hosted the
ULU Men’s Championship run at
Richmond Park and ran home to a
resounding victory (though rumour
has it that two teams from among
the stronger colleges may have been
slow starters!). This was the culmi-
nation of a fine month of running
from competitors more used to
pavement and petrol fumes than
mud and mizzle.

aggressive attack on the independence of Angola, and destroyed |
SWAPOQO guerilla camps in Angola. '

SWAPO has had to intensify its cgmpaign against the eccupiers, |
and is now fighting in the rainy season. Although this is generally

considered strategically to be a good time, it puts great demands *
on SWAPO’s soldiers. There is an urgent need for medical equip-

ment for use. by the SWAPO field doctors, both at the front and

for the rural population.

Recently, the Namibia Support Committee announced that it |

is arranging for medical kits to be sent to SWAPO. Each Kkit,

packed in specially designed haversacks, contains basic surgical';
equipment for casualties, a range of drugs and basic first-aid °
SWAPOQO has acknowledged this initiative, saying that

materials.

“medical supplies are a vital element in our guerilla struggle.”

What we can do

Each medical kit will cost £100, and it is not beyond the capacity 1
.of LSE students to raise such an amount.

It is essential that we

demonstrate our solidarity with SWAPOQ in its struggle against

apartheid South Africa. You are urged to support any collections, -

benefit evenings and other events which will be launched in the

future.

You will be contributing material aid in a cencrete way

to the liberation of the Namibian people.

lvan Chan—superman

“CONGRATULATIONS” to Ivan
Chan, LSE No 1 table tennis player.
Although unseeded, Chan, in spec-
tacular fashion, succeeded in taking

" both the men’s singles and doubles

titles ‘at the British Universities
Sports Federation individual cham-
pionships. :
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