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ELECTION 
FEVER 

BY MATTHEW PRICE 
AND JIMMY McCULLUM 

SPECULATION is rife over right 
wing plots to combine all their re
sources for the overthrow of La
bour's hegemony. The idea is to 
back two independents untarn
ished by the dirty game of student 
politics. But for Simon Taylor, 
prospective independent senior 
treasurer this will involve a little 
Bennism—in other words hoping 
people don't remember the time be
fore you became a virgin. He sup
posedly left the FCS early last term 
and has been promoting his cause 
as the man who puts students first 

(well second if you consider his 
career). 

The independent candidate for 
General Secretary is Richard Dunn, 
who has had his eye on a sabbati
cal post since arriving at LSE, but 
unlike most of our prosepective 
candidates has had the political 
guile to conceal it well. His chair
manship of the Malaysian-Singa
pore Society has given him a block 
vote from a group whose electoral 
potential is usually left untapped. 
Most of the centre right parties be
lieve they are onto a winner. The 
ents clique (that's Trots last ents 
clique first) think they could be 
once again treading the corridors 
of power. 

The Alliance has not had a 
natural candidate since the prema
ture retirement of Ed Lucas (ob
viously looking for Gladstonian 
comeback being called out of re
tirement by a grateful nation). 

As for the Tories their intensions 
are not clear, being split between 
a wet leadership looking to an inde
pendent and the neo-fascist, hang 
'em and flog 'em first years wishing 
to get their teeth into their first 
campaign. 

And what is the Labour Club's 
reply to this you may ask? Mr John 
(all things to all persons) Donkey-
jacket, the acceptable face of neo-
Stalinism is the Labour favourite 
for Senior Treasurer. 

As for the General Secretary, the 
two favourites, Shiela Curran and 
Katrina Slarvik, seem to have 
dropped out, and so the probable 
Labour hacks who will run the 
gauntlet of glory are Dave Jack
son, the unacceptable side of neo-
Stalinism, Ian Bell, the thinking 
man's Tony Donaldson and the 
•women's caucus choice Debbie 
Hindson. 

Confirmed yesteray was the can
didature of Dominic Freely, dark 
horse of the Tory front bench for 
General Secretary on his anti 
NUS away-day ticket. 

And finally there is the highly 
controversial offifEce of Social 
Secretary. Rumoured that Dave 
Bull, the ageing careerist who oc
casionally appears as a half-stoned, 
groaning hippy on the LSE stage, 
(but that's enough of his perform
ance as Union chairman), is stand
ing for Social Secretary, as is the 
Ents clique choice Phil Vague. The 
main problem though will be once j 
again to revive the student body 
from its post '68' coma. j 

FISCAL FHSCO 
AFTER an hour of heated de
bate at Thursday's Budget 
Meeting, the Senior Treasurer's 
"one year plan" was thrown 
out. 

The meeting rejected the senior 
Treasurer's allocation for 'ents', 
after social secretary Steve Virgin 
had claimed that his budget allo
cation had been drastically cut, 
but senior Treasurer Rick Young 
claims that the 'ents' budget has 
in fact been increased. 

From amongst the pages of 
figures and political rhetoric 
emerges a fairly straightforward 
argument: Should the expenditure 
of £1,370 by the social secretary on 
first year conference entertainments 
be included in his budget? 

This year the total entertain
ments allocation was £4,046 as 
against £3,410 last year. What 
Steve Virgin is complaining about is 
that of this £4,046, £1,370 is for 
the provision of first year confer
ence entertainments, leaving him 
with £2,676 for all other activities. 
He argues that the provision of 
first year conference entertainments 
is the financial responsibility of the 
whole Union and should not be paid 
for out of his budget. 

Steve Virgin is certainly correct 
that this allocation does leave him 
with less money than last1' year's 

j social secretary if his budget has to 
] bear the, £1,370 loss, but last 

year ents actually made £655 
on the first year conference. The 
ents budget also does not 
have to bear the full cost of its 
conference activities as the school 
gave £1,000 for the provision of 

. first year conference. The idea that 

Ents should not be responsible for 
losses over this £1,,C30 allocation 
is without precedent. 

Rick Young argues that the en
tertainments budget must be seen 
as a whole and any loss incurred 
in one part of the entertainments 
budget must be balanced by cuts in 
other parts. If the Union was to 
cover all the losses of the first year 
conference then the Ents budget 
would increase from £3,410 last. 
year to £5,686 this year. Rick 
Young says that the budget takes 
into account all areas that the 
social secretary authorises payment 
on and that Steve Virgin was told 
before the first year's conference 
that any losses he made would be 

financed from other sections of his 
budget. 

As a result of the budget being 
rejected it was decided at Friday's 
Finance Committee meeting to 
allocate entertainments an extra 
£500 which gives them a budget of 
£4,546, but this is nowhere near the 
£5,846 they would like. 

The extra money for entertain
ments has to come from another 
part of the budget. The £500 is 
made up of £200 from the Graduate 
Society, £200 from new furnishings 
and £100 from the campaigns fund. 
It will be for the budget meeting to 
decide whether or not it finds this 
acceptable. 

L O R D  
DANCE: 

ORDER 

F RESIGN 

Certainly the right are deter
mined to stop the budget at every 
point. At the Thursday's budget 
meeting they were all so keen to take 
their turn that SDP wonder-boy 
Andrew Cooper leapt up and pro
posed that the whole budget be re
jected, before most people had got 
past the front cover. When asked 
to substantiate this he panicked 
like a man who leapt out of the 
trenches in his enthusiasm, to get 
the enemy, and then discovered 
none of his mates had followed 
him. 

As the futility of the first charge 
was revealed, Cooper went, decidedly-
red, so much so that these sitting 
in front now were forced to remove 
coats and sweaters. 

Fortunately the budget meeting 
continued as otherwise we would 
have missed the Phil'ip Groves' 
contribution. Groves, recently re
jected by the Spanish inquisition 
for over - zealousness, approached 
the platform with his S.OOC-word 
dissertation. A man who has never 
quite got over 1536, cave us an im
passioned anti-abort:on speech in 
favour of abolishing the 'Woman's 
right to choose fund". Labour's re
sponse was to drop its orange 
bombshell Kirsty Long on the un
suspecting Groves, who then re
treated. The next p.tt wr.s that 
it was unconstitutional not to have 
"cleaning" on a Separate sheet. This 
also failed and. it lookec as if the 
combined opposition had shot its 
bolt, but at two minutes to two. 
blood was shed as the entertain
ments clique triumphed and the 
budget was defeated. 

by Matthew Price 

— LORDS RULING RAISES GRANT HOPES 
ON 6th December, the House of 
Lords-unanlmously passed a ruling 
which might put a smile back on the 
faces of a number of overseas stu
dents who were, until now, vic
tims of the exorbitant overseas 
students fees. 

The Lords upheld that the Court 
of Appeal in its decision of Novem
ber 1981 was wrong In saying that 
foreign students were eligible for 
grants only if they had a right of 
infinite abode in Britain. 

in the past two and a half years, 
no foreign student has escaped the 
frustration of discovering that the 
phrase 'ordinarily resident' has at 
least as many meanings as the 
number of people he/she questions 
about it.. The confusion arising 
from this ambiguity — namely the 
exact meaning of "ordinarily resi
dent' allowed many educational 
institutions to take the benefit of 
the doubt and classify many stu
dents as overseas for fee purposes. 
There were discrepancies in the be

haviour of different institutions. 
Some universities applied only the 
three year residence test while 
others took 'ordinary residence' as 
the deciding factor. Most univer
sities fell into the latter category, 
each with its own version of the 
meaning of 'ordinary.' 

The judgement given by the 
Lords defines ordinary residence as 
habitual and normal residence In 
the United Kingdom from choice 
and for a settled purpose." An at
tempt was made to-suggest that ed
ucation could not be considered a 
settled purpose but the Lords ruled 
that It could be. They said that in 
deciding upon grants, the Local 
Area Education Authorities had at
tached too much Importance to the 
particular purpose of the residence 
and too little to the evidence of a 
regular mode of life adopted volun
tarily and for a settled purpose — 
whatever it may be: study, bus, 
iness, work, or pleasure. The 
Lords said that in doing so the Ed

ucation Authorities of the Boroughs 
were influenced by their own views 
of policy and by the immigration 
status of the students. They 
pointed out that a further error of 
the Boroughs was their view that'a 
specific limited purpose could not be 
a settled purpose. 

While on the one hand this mom
entous ruling has cleared up the 
misconceptions and ambiguities of 
grant determination and of defin
ing the status of a student, It has 
on the other hand, thrown the sys
tem into confusion. The main 
reason for the hullabaloo is the 
financial repercussions of this rul
ing. 

Although most universities will 
suffer when this ruling is put into 
effect, the LSE Is likely to be hit 
exceptionally hard. The LSE's bud
get relies substantially on the fee 
it receives from its 45 per cena over
seas students, some of whom will 
now qualify as 'home' students. The 
school might now have to repay cer

tain students the fees they haie al
ready paid. 

Mr G. Ashley, the Registrar tf 
the LSE has said that neither the 
University Grants Council (UGC) 
nor the university of London had 
given much room for optimism. A 
statement from the Department cf 
Education and Science and from the 
UGC is expected by the end of tfiis 
month. Meanwhile it seems likely 
that the present Government will 
be looking for ways to rewrite the 
regulations of the award of grants. 

The delay Irt the publication of 
the decision means that any stu
dent who has not previously ap
plied for a grant may not te elig
ible for one. However ft A.culd still 
be sensible for those who think they 
might qualify for a grant in the 
light of the new ruling to apply as 
soon as possible to their respective 
Education Authcrities in Ibtir 
boroughs. 

C E E T A  G A N D H I  
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Dear Eeaver, 
CCULD you PLEASE help pub
licise a nursery raffle in aid of 
the Chandos Nursery (where we 
subsidise places for students 
with babies under two years 
old). It's not just another 'silly 
old raffle' as this nursery is 
totally self-financing and when 
Heseltine closed the Centre for 
Environmental Studies in Sep-
temper 1981. the nursery 
would have been homeless had 
they not taken out an £18,000 
loan to set up new prem
ises in Endell Street where 
Camden Council was building 
new council Hats, had expected 
to have a nursery but then 
couldn't do it because of their 
cuts which meant the" nursery 
got that lease but the whole 
thing cost an enormous amount 
of hnoney. so this year's raffle 
must earn at least £1,000 
Tickets cost 20p each, grand 
prize is no less than a free 
weekend for two in Paris, plus 

Union meeting: 
Only fit for a laugh 

OBJECTIONABLE 
CHARICATURE! 

Dear Beaver. 

I HOPE I am not alone in voicing my objections to your carica
tures of American students, in the same issue where you feign 
concern for overseas students at the LSE. Is it ignorance or envy 
which prompts your hurtful remarks, for it is surely not humour. 
What is your policy about racism and sexism and wW must you 
use the guise of free speech to oppress others ? 

ELANA EHRLICH 
Students' Union Welfare Officer 

Ginfme money! 

Sir, 

AS many of your readers will al
ready know, I decided not to pro
ceed further with my case against 
Bob Jones, and I should be grate
ful if you would allow me to take 
up some of your columns to explain 
my decision. 

I obtained a summons against Mr 
Jones alleging common assault af
ter his attack on me at the Union 
General Meeting of Thursday 4th 
November, 1982, and the first hear
ing was on Monday 13th December 
when an adjournment was ordered. 
After much thought, I made the 
decision not to proceed as a gesture 
of goodwill for the new year. In so 
doing. I would appeal for tolerance 
in 1983 so that all members of 
L.S.E. and of the Union may enjoy 
a more peaceful and pleasant year. 

Frankly, Union General Meetings 
are not worthy of the passions 
they arouse in many people. Cer
tainly. they are entertaining, and I 

enjoy speaking. But one must al
ways remember that they achieve 
nothing and mean nothing except 
an hour's entertainment per week 
for a couple of hundred people. 

The world is not going to change 
just because L.S.E. Students' Union 
condemns it; Mrs Thatcher will 
not become a unilateralist because 
L.S.E. Students' Uniion has policy 
in favour of C.N.D.; Timothy 
Raison will not change his views 
on immigration simply because a 
bunch of hooligans try to eject 
him from these hallowed precincts; 
the Falkland Islands will not be 
handed over to Buenos Aires 
because L.S.E. Students' Union 
says they should be. In short, the 
Union's position on these matters 
is a total irrelevance. 

But contemplation of world is
sues about which we can do noth
ing is worse than irrelevant, it is 
blinding. It distracts attention 
from the real problems which exist 
in Houghton Street. The Union 

should be doing its utmost to pro
vide services which are relevant to 
its members; welfare, bar, shops, 
entertainments, newspaper, sports 
clubs, societies; spending its money 
on things which matter to the 
majority of its students. And 
rather than caring about the latest 
revolution in Outer Mongolia, 

* some thought might be directed 
more usefully at showing some 
consideration for the hard-working 
members of Union staff, people 
whose efforts are usually treated 
with scant respect. 

So let 1983 be a year of intro
spection, of examining of what the 
Union is and should be doing. Let 
there be concern about providing 
the best services possible within the 
budgetry constraints, and let the 
Union General Meeting be seen for 
what it is, an hour per week fit for 
laughter but for nothing else. 

Yours faithfully, 

KEIR HOPLEY 
Senior Treasurer 1981-82 

more, and tickets are on sale in 
the Welfare Office, Union Infor
mation Office, the Shop and the 
Bar and more volunteers are 
needed even to help sell another 
361 books (10 tickets in each 
book) in my filing cabinet! You 
could print this letter or even 
better omit this sentence and 
run a reminder on the botto'm 
of each page of Beaver saying 
HAVE YOU BOUGHT YOUR 
NURSERY RAFFLE TICKET 
FOR 20p. GRAND PRIZE A 
WEEKEND FOR TWO IN 
PARIS — AT ANY STUDENT 
UNION OULET. WHY NOT? 

Many thanks, 

ELANA. 

The £10,000 loan might be 
reclaimed at any time from 
Thames Telethon and not rais
ing this money from raffles,, 
etc., would mean increasing fees 
dramatically. 

w 

COMPILED BY ROGER SCHER 

Announcements ! 
STUDENTS UNION HARDSHIP FUND 
APPLICATIONS are now being received for this term's allocation 
from the SU Hardship Fund. Please obtain your copy from the 
Welfare Office and return it completed by Friday, January 28t'n. 
Interview times will be sent to you in care of your PIGEON HOLE 
so please check there regularly. Fund is open to all self-financing 
students who can explain their situation and how a relatively 
small amount (£50-£100) might make a significant difference to 
their survival. 
NURSERY NEEDS HELPERS 
THE Chandos Day Nursery could use a student interested in doing 
volunteer work with some of the older children who are pre-choool. 
Several 4-5 year olds have benefited tremendously from a previous 
person who taught the children for about an hour (usually after 
W0 tea) daily, but any helper interested, even just a few times a 
week, should see Elana Ehrlich in the Welfare Office for more 
information. 
STERLING CLUB PUBLIC LECTURE 
Wednesday, February 9th: David Andrews, Chairman and Execu
tive Director of British Leyland (Land Rovers) will speak on "The 
UK as a Manufacturing Base". 1.00 pm. Room A85: 
BEAVER CLASSIFIED 
RED Midget, good condition, many new parts, £875.—Phone 
794 5890. 

THE Three Tuns Bar raised its 
prices by one pence on bitters, 
Guinness, and spirits because 
costs are rising due to student 
carelessness. Three Tuns loses 
£3,000 a year on glasses stolen 
and smashed. "In one night," 
says barman Paul Whittaker, "a 
case of glasses at least disap
pears." They will replace the 
stolen glasses with plastic pint 
and half-pint cups. 

•b-k • 

The Welfare Office an
nounced the formation of . a 
support group beginning Thurs
day 27th of January. This 
group will look at issues con
cerning integration and adust-
ment at the LSE. Any in
terested students should see 
Elana Ehrlich, welfare officer, 
or Rosemary Malbon, school 
sister. 

• £r • 

The Welfare Office also an
nounces that it will be closed 
on Wednesday afternoons this 
term. 

i: • • . 
The Accommodation Office 

had an unusually busy first 
week this term with 45 stu
dents marching in on the 10th 
of January alone in search of 
accommodation. 

£ ii is 

Students should stop by this 
office for information on what 
to do in London when one is not 
studying. A new schedule for 
London's night-buses is avail
able at this office now as well. 

Monday, the 7th of February 
to Saturday the 12th, will be 
the Committee on Nuclear Dis-
arment's (CND) "Week of 
Action" in London. Acting on 
the initiative of the LSE's 
CND chapter, other London 
colleges will be organising CND 
activities during this week to 
complement the following 
schedule of events at the LSE: 
Monday 7th; speaker Judith 
Hart (lunchtime), film 'War-
game' (evening). Tuesday;' 
speaker Tony Benn (lunchtime). 
films 'The Bomb' and 'Silent 
War' (evening). Wednesday: 
speaker Duncan Reese from 
CND (lunchtime), picket of 
American and Soviet embas
sies and a protest at George 
Bush's visit to London (begin
ning at 2.30 pm). Friday: Disco 
party "Bop Against the Bomb.' 
Saturday: National CND rally 
with students from all over the 
country. There will be a human 
chain constructed from the 
Ministry of Defence to The 
Department of Education and 
Science. 

• • • 
LSE is modernising its print

ing system. The school was 
planning to discard the old 
archaic press, but thanks to the 
initiative of Rick Young, our 
senior treasurer, the school will 
hand over these printing faci
lities to the LSE Student Union. 

• • • 
Like the teaching library, the 

main library in the British Lib
rary of Political and Economic 
Science has been computerised 

this term. The "offprint" selec
tion is now on the GEAC 
system and sources close to the 
library staff say that by ne.-ct 
term the whole library will be 
computerised. 

• • • 
Dzidzia Tenayra and Rosie 

Whitehouse wrote letters to a 
host of prominent persons ask
ing for funds in the name of 
the Polish Students' Appeal 
Fund. No reply was received 
from Ken Livingstone, Tony 
Benn, Shirley Williams, David 
Owen, the Archbishop of Can-
terbury, or Margaret Thatcher. 
David Steele replied politely 
but not financially, Lady Howe 
sent five pounds, and Norman 
La Mont replied with a pound. 

•k £ • 
It has been decided that the 

money raised during Rag Week 
will go to Imperial Cancer 
Research. The El Salvador Stu
dents' Appeal, and the Polish 
Students' Appeal Fund. This 
week of festivities (20-27 Feb
ruary) will include such bois
terous revelry as the Florries' 
cheese rolling competition, the' 
lift party, bingo, the Polish 
Students' Appeal Fund dance, 
and, of course, the Rag Ball 
Dont miss it. 

! • • • 
INTERNATIONAL NEWS IN • 
BRIEF: 

Just as the government-
sponsored enquiry into the Falk-
lands War has freed Mrs That
cher from responsibility for 
any incompetent action in the' 
conflict, intelligence reports 
from America show unusual 
Argentine military manoeuvres 
and troop movements along, 
the southern Argentine coast* 
Mrs Thatcher responded to 
these reports by convening a 
'war cabinet'. 

• • • 
Michael Fagan. the Queen's, 

bedroom intruder, was dis-' 
charged by a court decision 
from a mental institution. 

• • • 
The West Germans made 

subtle overtures to the Soviet 
Union's Gromyko in Bonn, hint 
ing that Reagan's "zero option" 
might be too hardline for A 
people who are too close to the 
European battlefield for Ameri
can comfort. 
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SIDE-SCHWEYK 
AT BRECHT 

WHY was so much time, so 
many performers, and so much 
cardboard wasted on so ludi
crous a script. Bad theatre 
never ceases to amaze me. The 
most enjoyable aspect of 
Brecht's Schweyk in the Second 
World War is the huge card
board caricatures of Hitler, 
Roosevelt. Stalin, Churchill, and 
other relics of the last war 
which tower humorously above 
the audience in the National 
Theatre. The head of the giant 
Hitler opens up with the crack
ling of thunder and a burst of 
lightning, and the grotesque 
forms of Hitler, Goering, and 
his other guttersnipes, are re
vealed huddled in their dark 
strategy room conniving the 
subjugation of Europe. This 
strange opening scene ending 
with some "Heil Hitlers" and 
outstretched arms leaves you 
chuckling with a feeling of ap
prehension in the pit of your 
stomach. But then Brecht falls 
fiat on his face. He takes an'jn-
triguing setting and situation, 
the pitiable lives of the little 
people in Czechoslovakia under 
Nazi domination, and creates a 
silly, drawn-out waste of time. 

The play consists of a series 
of plotless slapstick scenes 
which seem to be begging to be 
satire. Bill Paterson's Schweyk. 
which is almost acceptable, 
loses its appeal in the first act. 
Schweyk is always outsmarting 
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—£200 missing1 t 

the overgrown but dull-witted 
Nazi bullies with his Groucho 
Marx style of joke-telling. The 
audience gets a laugh from his 
first joke or two, but eventually, 
his routine becomes too redun
dant artd his lines become a 
racing jumble of nonsense. Un
fortunately. Schweyk is the 
most likeable character char
acter. The play reaches utter 
depths of theatrical disaster 
when the actors attempt to sing. 
The audience just cannot take 
seriously the dissonant screeches 
of the leading lady or the cow
like bellows of the supporting 
actor. (This number two male 
plays a funny fat man who 
basks in long mouth-watering 
monologues of food fantasies.) 

Schweyk is also disturbing. 
We see an occasional glimpse of 
such themes as the lost glory 
of 'the front-line soldier sent to 
die in Stalingrad or the loath
someness of conquered people 
forced into collaboration with 
the Nazis; however, this play ! 
says very little about so mor
ally mind-boggling a topic as i 
day-to-day life under Hitler. I > 
don't even think Brecht knew | 
exactly what he wanted to say 
to his audience. He simply 
sends a ridiculous harlequin 
hopping, swaggering, and crawl- ! 

ing all over the stage in a vain 
effort to make a cynical state- i 
ment about life for the little 
people in WWII Europe. Stay < 
away from this one. 

ROGER SCHER 

THE LSE Panto took the Old Theatre by storm on the 1st and 
2nd of December. With star names, a funny script and lavish 
production, it succeeded in filling the Old Theatre on its 
second night, having played to a three-quarters full house on 
the first. With a total audience of at least 800, the profits 
to the South African Scholarship Fund seemed bountiful. 

And yet: with each member of the audience paying 50p 
the total receipts should have been in the region of £400. 
The true figure was £243.43, and with costs of the production 
at £206.96, the total profit which has been given to the SASF 
amounts to a mere £27 57. Accordingly, around £200 is 
missing. 

There are two basic possibilities to explain this. One 
is various small untraceable losses — for example, 
expenses taken directly from ticket sales money, people 
coming in without paying after the production had started, 
or tickets being used without being paid for. However, any 
losses in such areas could not realistically amount to over 
£200. For this scale of loss, we estimate that at least 350 
people would have had to have sneaked in without paying. 

In my opinion, the loss must come from criminal action. 
Either the money from ticket receipts was left somewhere and 
"lifted" — the losses must have come from sales on the night 
as advance ticket sales were well documented — or the 
receipts were siphoned off in the process of transfer from 
ticket office to the coffers of the Students' Union. Either way, 
the implication is extremely disturbing — we have a criminal 
in our midst. 

CHRIS BEST 

UNDER ATTACK 
"WE are asking a curious thing 
of girls in telling them to be
come scientists, "makers of the 
world', technologists, when sim
ultaneously, they learn to be 
afraid to walk down a street 
alone at night . . . 

Just after Christmas. 1 was 
mugged while returning ' home 
to Manchester to see my par
ents. The setting is almost a 
cliche—early evening, well-lit 
street, people about, yet I was 
a sitting target for the two 
youths who attacked me. The 
police, for whom I've never had 
much time, were surprisingly 
kind and efficient, though I 
daresay they suspected me of 
carrying a copy of "Marxism 
Today' in that stolen handbag. 
There was no great physical 
damage—a few cuts and bruises 
... no big deal, no indication 
of the mental anguish and .de-

Bloody Sunday 
THE 30th January this year sees the 11th anni
versary of Bloody Sunday. Despite the appal
lingly low standard of debate in our UGM, 
some students will be aware of the facts, and 
of the significance it holds in the memory of 
the Nationalist community of the Six Counties. 

On that day in 1972, 27,000 people marched 
in Deny for the end of internment of National
ist prisoners. After minor skirmshes, the 1st 
Battalion, Parachute Regiment opened fire with 
live rounds, killing 13 civilians and wounding 
many more. Later, another man died in * 
fiospital. 

The Widgery Report, commissioned by the 
government to inquire into the incident, ad
mitted that no shots were fired at the Paras 
that day. No civilians were armed, no soldiers 
were injured. But because they ''believed they 
were being fired upon"' not only were the Paras 
declared innocent, but their commanding officer 
received an OBE. 

The presence of large numbers of Army top 
brass in Deny that day, and indeed the deploy
ment of the Paras themselves (hated bitterly 
by the Nationalist community), led many 
people to believe that a deliberate punishment 
had been exercised upon Derry Catholics lor 
daring to march for'civil rights. For a great 
many people in Britain, it led them to suspect 
the "peace-keeping" role of British troops in 
Ireland. For the Irish people, it re-affirmed 
what they had known for decades. 

A meeting will be held in the LSE one 
lunchtime during the week January 24th-28th, 
on the subject of British rule in Ireland, with 
a speaker from the Irish Republican Socialist 
Party. Also, a demonstration has been called 
for Sunday. January 30th in Leeds to commemo
rate the victims of Bloody Sunday. Students 
interested in either event are asked to watch for 
notices'around the I^SE or ring me on 515 7224. 

PETE ALSOP 

pression which follows such an 
assault. 

For a start, don't expect 
sympathy from the powers-that-
be. those spiritless voices over 
the phone that say "no" to new 
cheque-cards and British Rail
cards. For all their infuriating 
politeness, they might as well 
accuse you of 'contributory 
negligence' — after all, what 
sensible girl takes to the streets 
after dark? So what about 
women who sit in lecture 
theatres till 6.0, who have to get 
to and from work, who refuse 
to go into hibernation because 
the days are getting shorter? 
It reminds me of being an un-
dergrad in Leeds, when v. omen 
were told to stay off the streets 
because the Ripper was about. 
I ..certainly wouldn't demand a 
curfew on men because some of 
them have a nasty tendency to 
attack women, yet I'm expected 
to be a 'good girl' and stay in
doors - otherwise, I'm putting 
temptation in their paths, and 
therefore, get what I deserve. 

This is not to say that men 
themselves are never the vic
tims of muggings or assaults— 
women don't have a monopoly 
on that sort of suffering. The 
crucial difference is that men 
are encouraged to learn con
frontation tactics from the 
earliest age, whereas women are 
conditioned to avoid and fear. 
When a man is attacked, he 
gets sympathy, whereas a 
woman is given a guilty con
science. • 

Women are trapped between 
society's conflicting expectations 
of the independent go-getter, 
and the frightened little girl. If 
the equation is to be balanced, 
if women are to be made vul
nerable, then society must 
change its attitude to their 
presence on the streets, and 
offer adequate protection. 

DZIDZIA TENDYRA 

Rise of the 
short time 
strategy 

THE first meeting of the Aca
demic Council on January 19th 
was the first apolitical attempt 

' at co-ordinating the various 
staff student committees, which 
exn t in every department, by 
the students' union. The main 

• driving force behind the coun
cil is John Donkersley, Aca
demic Affairs Officer who sees 
it as one of the best hopes we 
have for obtaining September 
resits for all those in first year 
on first year ESc Econ courses. 

The two major hurdles, 
apathy and the possibility of it 
becoming a talking shop were 
overcome with a fairly lively 
debate, eventually producing as 
near a consensus on a pro
gramme for lobbying academics 
as could be hoped. 

The major decision made was 
that the council would opt for 
a short campaign of lobbying; 
of academics on 1) General 
Purposes Committee on 2nd 
February (on which we have 
representation); 2) Committee 
on Undergraduate Studies 14th 
February (on which we have 
reps but is of lesser import
ance); 3) and finally Academic 
Board 8th February (where it 
will be discussed) and the final 
decision made if it is recom
mended by the General Pur
poses Committee. Tt should be 
noted that there will be no 
student reps at this important 
stage! 

The Academic Council is open 
to all students, and is fairly 
well publicised and there is not 
the intimidating atmosphere of 
the Union General meetings if 
you want to :speak. I would 
urge students to attend these 
meetings as any campaign for 
September resits must involve 
as many, from as varying de
partments as possible. 

JIM McCULLUM 

Karate chop 
KARATE classes are held every 
Monday and Wednesday at the LSE 
in the lower gym, 6.00 to 8.00, for 
both beginners and advanced stu
dents. 

T\Vo". blacli belt instructors teach 
here, a 5th dan and a 2nd dan. 
Karate classes have been running 
at the LSE for about six years. All 
styles are welcome, although the 
Japanese Shotokan system is 
taught. This style is universal, 
being authentic in every way. 

Come along and try karate — 
remember a healthy body means a 
healthy mind. LIZ 

LECTURES 
Tues, 25th Jan Inaugural public 

lecture by Professor D. Cameron 
Watt (Stevenson Professor of In
ternational History): "What about 
the People? Abstraction and reali
ty in History and the Social 
Sciences." Old Theatre 5 pm. 

Wed. 26th Jan LSE Suntory 
Toyota (public) lecture by Profes
sor Roger Blanpain (Lew School 
University of Leuven, Belgium): 
"Multi-National Enterprises Inter
national Labour Relations." Old 
Theatre 5 pm. 

Every Friday—Series of Marxian 
lectures given by Aartmengnhad 
Desai C018 11 -12 am. 
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ON 
WHAT NEXT FOR DAHRENDOKF? 

The Philosopher King 

By DINA RABINOVITCH 

B Y  last Monday Professor Ralf Dahrendorf seemed in the best of 
moods, though Sunday's "Observer" had reported his "evident 
tenseness". Suddenly the LSE's Director has taken on star propor
tions, and his mood is national news; soon we will find out what he 

eats for breakfast. 

Three things happened simul
taneously to create the wave of 
publicity — his TV series, "Dah
rendorf on Britain", given peak 
viewing time five nights in a 
row ; publication of his decision 
not to stand for reappointment 
at LSE when his ten-year con
tract runs out in 1984, and cur
rent accentuation of his politi
cal role in Germany, his home 
country. 

The coincidence of all three 
events was, according to Pro
fessor Dahrendorf, '"totally un
intended". And not welcome 
either. "I had always wanted to 
have the film come out in no 
connection with anything else. 
It is not an accident I have 
chosen or would have chosen. It 
confuses things to have my film 
come out about Britain, and 
read next day that I am leav
ing : it confuses things to get 
the news that I am leaving, and 
simultaneously see me active in 
German politics — since these 
things are not strictly related." 
And in fact, he has no need to 
orchestrate publicity for that 
is something his spectacular 
career has always attracted. 

From the rebellious young 
opponent of Nazi Germany, 
placed in solitary confinement 
in a concentration camp; 
through the Ph.D. by the age of 
twenty-two ; through the gradu
ate student in love with Eng
land who* arrived at LSE and 
promptly fell in Jove again 

/ /  In essence I 

am not a 

politician' . / /  

(and met both first and second 
wife at LSE) ; through the 
award of university chairs suc
cessively at Hamburg, Tubin
gen and Constance and publica
tion of "Class and Class Con
flict", and "Homo Sociologus". 

Through political involve
ment in the Free Democrat 
Party which led to the vice-
chairmanship of the party in the 
Bundestag and the position of 
Parliamentary Secretary of 
State at the Foreign Office in 

Willy Brandt's government, 
through to appointment as one 
of the two German EEC com
missioners in Brussels, till the 
1974 offer of the Directorship of 
the LSE, at which point, accord
ing to an article by ex-Beaver 

whether he can indeed hone a 
new social philosophy for the 
Western democracies", a phrase 
I find so hilariously over-blown 
(why not the world, the uni
verse ?) that in ignorance and 
probably somewhat rudely I 
confront him with it. He is 
open, straightfaced : "Those are 
her (the journalist's) words . . 
that is something I would like 
to do, yes." 

He sounds surprised at the 
tone of my voice. "I'm not mak
ing any particular claims for 
what I am intending to do, but 

feel you haven't got at and I 
sympathise with you (but he's 
stifling that grin again) because 
it isn't an entirely clear posi
tion and it isn't one which one 
can easily clarify by making one 
remark. 

You see, as I said to you 
earlier, I've always wanted to 
live several lives — I've done 
that and I'll continue to do it. 
But of course there is some
where, • I hope, some sort cf 
thi-ead and if you wanted to 
give the thread a name it would 
I suppose be . . . ummm . . . 
thinking about liberty, it would 
be the, uh ? intellectual or 

BREAK-
KALF OAHRENTDORF 

A SEftieS OF 5 PARTS 

editor Simon Garfield, "Profes
sor Ralf Dahrendor-f received 
the sort of coverage normally 
reserved for new Prime Mini
sters." 

The- question the papers are 
asking now is, where to next ? 
Professor Dahrendorf is not 
really telling: "I know you 
want to know, many people 
want to know, in a sense I want 
to know" and he chuckles. "My 
most probable scenario is that I 
will go back to the University 
of Konstanz, take up my Chair 
there, be active as an author 
and as a journalist and I'll be 
involved in one way or another 
in politics." 

Well, sounds simple enough, 
if busy. But then, that's not 
quite- the whole story. For this 
is the man about, whom the 
Observer asks: "the question is 

that's what I'm doing, yes." I 
look pretty stupid. But he is, 
you know, kind and he helps 
out. 

"You will see a 
few books of 
mine which not 
even my 
colleagues at 
L.S.E. will call 
superficial". 

"I'm quite aware of the fact 
that all the time you're trying 
to get at something which you 

philosophical side of liberalism. 

Now sometimes, since part of 
the several lives is walking 
boundaries — that is, crossing 
boundaries all the time, some
times that takes me into practi
cal politics. In essence (he 
stresses this), I'm not a practi
cal politician. Fundamentally, 
what I want to do is influence 
people through the power of the 
word, and where I do this, and 
how I do it and whether it - in
volves a period in practical 
politics again is not something 
which I can clearly answer. But 
what I can clearly answer is 
that you will see a few books of 
mine which, not even my 
colleagues at LSE will call 
superficial, and which are about 
liberty." 

Superficial ? Ah yes, that's 
the TV series and companion 
book rearing their ugly heads 
again. Not that Professor Dah
rendorf would accept that the 

book has an ugly head : "In my 
mind  only  the  book ex is t s .  I  
wanted to write a "thank-you 
England" piece. . . . It's not an 
academic book — it's got abso
lutely nothing to do with aca
demic enquiry. It is not inten
ded to be an academic book — 
it's pure journalism. It's some
thing I did because I wanted to 
— it's supposed to be readable." 
He is clearly content with the 
book. 

Not so the film, though 
(which he says he didn't 
watch). I thought I'd be tact
ful and just ask what he 
thought of the reviews. "I read 
a few reviews; I'm not sure I 
read all of them — I saw quite 
a mixture of views and that 
didn't surprise me at all, be
cause I myself would have 
written a very mixed review of 
what I know of the series." 

He is clearly not happy about 
the film and says he was talked 
into it against his will, having 
refused several times. "Tele
vision is a medium which is vul
gar, trivial and dishonest. I 
don't want to creep out of the 
responsibility for the series as 
it is; I'm just saying that tele
vision is a medium which I 
don't find particularly attractive 
for putting ideas over." I be
lieve the impression he gives 
out that it didn't come too close 
to him, because though he 
closes up about it and says not 

"Television is a 

medium which 

is vulgar, trivial 

and dishonest! # /  

to press him on the subject, 
there is not the danger in the 
air present when he's asked 
about personal matters such as 
his family. 

Though he answers, but it is 
better not to ask too much. So 
I didn't double-check the Ob
server assertion that his Jewish 
wife has reservations about liv-
ing in Germany, but I did ask 
him whether he was happy to 
bring up children in Germany. 
"Two of my children are 
brought up, and the twelve-
year-old will be brought up in 
England ... so that answers 
your question." 

But he has definitely chosen 
Germany. A turning-point in 
his decision to leave LSE was 
the realisation that staying any 
longer would be a decision to 
emigrate and he didn't want to 
do that. But his reasons for the 
choice are Jess to do with hap
piness than with "responsibility 
and duty, or whatever the Prus
sian terms are." He cares about 
liberty in Germany ; it is where 
he feels responsibility. 
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DAH RENDO RF 
WHAT NEXT FOR US? 
AS you may have seen in the 
'Beaver' colour supplement 
(otherwise known as the LSE 
circular), the Selection Com
mittee for the Directorship of 
the LSE has started sitting. 
The Committee's' proceedings 
are; carried out in the utmost 
secrecy, so much so that one 
almost expects to see a puff of 
white smoke, when the choice 
has been made. 

Despite the secrecy our 'Col
lege of Cardinals' would like to 
hear of any suggestions and 
ideas that students may have 
and a letter to this effect has 
been sent to all students. 

This sacred body consists of 
five academic and four lay 
governors. Of the lay gover
nors Sir Frederick Dainton was 
Chancellor of Sheffield Univer
sity and an eminent chemist. Sir 
Richard Way is a former Prin
cipal of 'Strand Poly' (King's 
College). Sir John Burgh is 
Director of The British Coun
cil and is an ex-LSE Union 

President (will this be Donald
son's fate as well?). Finally 
there is the economist Lord 
Roll, . former Chancellor of 
Southampton University. 

The academics include Reader 
in Sociology, Colin Crouch 
(converted radical and former 
Union President) who, as a 
student, was involved in an un
official deselection committee of 
the previous Director, Walter 
Adams. 

Desai (unconverted radical), 
leading authority on Marxian 
economics and recently author 
of 'Testing Monetarism'. Mr 
Dawson is Dean of the Gradu
ate School and a junior lec
turer in political science and 
p u b l i c  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  T h e  
economist Professor Nickell 
calls himself a Keynesian be
cause of the habit of those, who 
call themselves monetarists. 
Finally, theres Professor Cran
ston, expert and translator of 
the works of Jean-Jacques 
Rouseau. He'll know the 'Nat
ural man' for the job! 

So why does this motley col
lection believe it has the 
ability to choose a new sup
remo? Colin Crouch said it was 
an important decision and ought 
to be taken properly. Professor 
Nickell said "It sounded fun" 
and could be interesting, but 
seriously it was a very impor
tant decision. Peter Dawson 
said he was asked and could not 
think of a good enough reason 
to say no (apart from overwork). 
Meghnad Desai said it was an 
important decision, which he 
would like to have a say in, as 
the representative at Senate 
House. The others either made 
no comment or claimed they had 
been asked to stand by someone 
else. 

Obviously they refused to 
give any names as a press leak 
that someone is being considered 
is normally enough to ruin their 
chances, as happened to Lord 
Bullock in 1966. But certain 
preferences were indicated. 
Professor Cranston said he 
would only vote for a scholar 
and most of the academic gov
ernors, except Mr Dawson, were 
insistent that the new director 

should be of some stature in the 
academic community. 

Most felt that the new direc
tor should be someone of pres
tige, who would be able to fight 
for the LSE in Senate Commit
tees. For Sir Frederick Dainton 
and Sir Richard Way this could 
mean someone with financial ex
perience (maybe someone from 
the city). However, Mr Dawson 
pointed out that the financial 
side of affairs was seen to by 
the pro-director. 

So does this mean someone 
from the establishment? Megn-
had Desai seems to favour 
s o m e o n e  ' i n '  r a t h e o :  t h a n  
'of the establishment, for he 
sees "what ordinary clay they 
are made of' and can see 
through the establishment junk. 
Way recommended the choice 
of a man who knew the prin
ciples of goverment, like a re
tired politician. Desai thinks 
that LSE save socialism by ap
pointing Michel Foot. But he 
did say that he did not regard 
the directorship as a retirement 
post—"We're not a charity you 
know." 

Among the academic gov

ernors a young man seems to 
be favoured, someone with 
energy, experience and virility. 
This would tie in with Sir. 
Richard Way's comment should 
be like Ralf Dahrendorf — "A 
man of the world." 

Not that this counts out a 
woman. Desai said that the com
mittee was very conscious of 
taking women candidates into 
consideration, and Mr Dawson 
said he would be very happy to 
see a woman as director. 

As to the attitude to students, 
Professor Nickell said that the 
director "should be someone 
who students respect, who 
takes them seriously, and doesn't 
just see them as a source of 
finance." 

Most of the committee agreed 
that the student contribution 
was very important and if stu
dent opinion (and academic op
inion for that matter) had been 
taken into account in 1966 the 
history of the LSE would be 
very different. 

ROSEMARY WH1TEHOUSE 
AND MATTHEW PRICE 

DUSSELDORF ON BRITAIN 
(Dusseldorf is sitting in a big 

green cosy chair, pretending 
to read from a large, leather-
bound book). 

DUSSELDORF (looking up at 
the camera man) :* Could I just 
finish this chapter ? (reads on, 
then looks up again). Hello. 
(Taking his glasses off.) I am 
Rolf Dusseldorf, a well-known 
author and TV personality. I 
direct the London School of 
Economics in my spare time. 
(Film clip of smirking students, 
posing outside the Old Building. 
Cut back to Dusseldorf.) Look 
at all the many books around 
me. (The camera scans shelves 
of old, out-of-date books re
cently dusted.) Yes, I am a 
very great scholar and I work 
in a very scholarly educational 
establishment — a centre of 
fantasticness, as I like to call it. 

You have probably noticed by 
now that I am a German — a 
German who wishes to slag off 
Britain. In doing so, I must 
tread very carefully. But have 
no fears for me. I am an ex
perienced politician and I know 
very well how to rub you up the 
right way with a load of old 
flannel. 

(Dusseldorf rises and strolls 
across his plush study to a 
painting of the British country
side by Constable.) This is one 
of the many paintings in our 

collection which we are flog
ging to keep LSE afloat as 
part of the "Save Our Cushy 
Jobs Fund 1983". It represents 
the beautiful, typically British 
landscape of bygone days. But 
is Britain really like this to
day ? No. It is a nation of 
grubby, unskilled commoners 
living in dirty, squalid terraced 
houses who are being made re
dundant from obsolescent de
crepit factories. (Film clip of 
old slums with broken windows 
and of a factory being de
molished, accompanied by sad 
and eerie music. Cut to Dussel
dorf down a mine, examining a 
piece of coal.) 

But let us first remember 
when Britain was a strong in
dustrial nation — Britain in its 
heyday. (Cut to five gumbies— 
a Northerner, a Southerner, a 
Scotsman, a Welshman and an 
Irishman—sitting in someone's 
living-room.) 

OLD MAN FROM BARNS-
LEY (reading from autocue) : 
Aye, I remember the old days— 
great, they were. We used to 
save up for a holiday in Black
pool — 1 'n' 6 on the . train, it 
were. Grand, Barnsley were in 
them days, with t'smoke billow
ing in f sky and a lovely greasy, 
dusty smell in fair. (Cut to 
Dusseldorf standing in the 
middle of a windy field in his 
raincoat). 

DUSSELDORF : But not only 
have the working classes be
come pathetic nowadays. Your 
upper and middle classes are a 
lot of gutless, namby-pamby, 
horsey types with no manager
ial ability. They have wasted 
their time being educated in the 
sort of §ubjects we teach at the 
LSE and not in the technical 
skills needed in industry today. 

(Cut to Dusseldorf standing 
next to a computer.) 

Do not be downhearted. I can 
suggest three important changes 
which Britain could make : 

(1) Create economic forums, 
councils and committees to 
discuss, to waffle, to prattle, 
to produce reams and reams 
of worthless manuscript. 

(2) Change the electoral system 
so that my favourite party 
— the SDP-Liberal Alliance 
— can win. 

(3) Introduce a Bill of Human 
Rights, which no country 
has ever been able to en
force. 

These are three necessary 
proposals — proposals which, I 
admit, would not revitalise the 
economy, but proposals, none
theless, which roll off the 
tongue quite nicely. 

(The camera zooms in for a 
close-up of Dusseldorf's grave 
face.) 

You, the British people, must 
face up to this vital fact. The 

Germans and Japanese are, in
dustrially and socially, far in 
advance of you. You are a 
bunch of no-hopers, a di-ab, de
pressed, declining nation, a 
lame duck which needs to be 
put out of its misery. 

But let us not be gloomy ! You 
have rrtany characteristics that 
only the British have — a sloth, 
a laziness, and a foul-mouthed 
grouchiness, a pig - headed 
stubbornness of which you can 
be proud. My hope for Britain 
is for you to do the things you 
have always been best at; con
centrate on fields in which you 
are traditionally world leaders 
— enoying yourselves, going 

to pubs, getting drunk, having 
parties in the street, 

(Film clip of drunken, pot-bel
lied cockneys doing the 'okey-
cokey.) 

This is the \vay Britain can re
vitalise itself. You are a great 
and wonderful people. I love 
Brtain and I love the British 
people. There is hope for Bri
tain. Yes — I am sure your 
future will be a prosperous one 
— and I mean your future, for 
I shall be pushiug off back to 
Germany while the going's still 
good. 

(Dusseldorf sniggers as the 
credits roll.) 
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Gandhi for beginners DECADENCE 
IT is difficult to find critical re
views of Attenborough's "Gandhi." 
It was almost universally acclaimed 
as an epic, the realization of Atten-
borough's dream. It cost a colos
sal £20 million with a dis
tinguished cast including John 
Gielgud, John Mills, Candice Ber
gen, Martin Sheen and the dis
covery of new talent in Ben Kings-
ley (slightly more muscular than 
Ghandi despite losing several 
stones). 

Despite the technical merits of 
the film and Attenborough's explicit 
apology at the beginning for the 
difficulties of the "great man" — 
"historial epic" genre, this cannot 
absolve him of the charge of poor 
historiographical research which 
results in the uncritical telling of a 
myth only too pleasing to the In
dian ruling class. 

It should perhaps be made clear 
from the outset what the film is 
not about. It is not a biography of 
Gandi or the history of Indian in
dependence struggle. The film is 
a simplistic exposition of the 
"Gandliian philosophy" illustrated 
by episodes from the • Indian 
struggle and his brief stay in South 
Africa,. This idea seems to be 
taken from Gandhi's Autobio
graphy: "The story of my experi
ments with truth." 

Gandhi is said to have been 
deeply influenced by Tolstoy and 
Raja Bam Mohan Roy, a religious 
social reformer. Dipped with a 
touch of Christian thought Gandhi 
produced an ideological soup which 
had its antecedents in the early 
"Bhakti" or devotional Hinduism 
(dating medieval times) and the 
later Arya Samajists rather than 
the more austerely hierarchical 
vedic tradition. 

His poor grasp of history and 
social change leads to pious out
bursts against the sordid material
ism of modern civilization. He 
sees the exploiters/landlords 
touched and overcome by a demon-
tration of man's innate divinity 
that they would respond by re-' 
iiouncing their land and wealth and 
will welcome their millions of 
brethren to a new fraternity of 
Man where liberty and equality 
will rule the human race organised 
on a village commune basis 
(panchayat). His myopic philoso
phy is unable to come to terms 
with the historic emergence of 
capitalism. 

The Marxists saw in Gandhism a 
strange blend of primitive com
munism (village commune), feudal 
socialism (harking back to a past 
organically unified society much 
idealized) and Utopian socialism 

(mere persuasion is enough — per
suasion of the rich being funda
mental). The Indian left at the 
time, as E. M. S. Namboodiripad, 
points out, misunderstood Gandhi 
"because they only emphasised the 
reactionary elements (which were 
certainly there) and failed to rec
ognise the ability to mobilize some 
sections of the non urban intelli
gentsia, on the basis of their ideas. 

The film ignores Gandhi's role in 
the struggle between the left and 
right within the congress. In the 
late 1930's when the left wing in the 
congress got Subhas Chandra Bose 
elected for the second term as 
president of congress against Gan
dhi's wish, he set about a move
ment of non-co-operation against 
Bose and successfully hounded him 
out of Congress. He was not only 
a shrewd but a ruthless political 
operator against the left. His 
chief weapon was to make it a 
question of confidence on any issue 
thus threatening a split in the 
movement, which the left con
sidered beneficial only to the Brit
ish. 

Overall the film is for beginners. 
The more informed should take it 
with a pinch of salt. 

GAURANG NA1K 
I am immensely grateful to Bren-

den O'Leary for helpful comments. 

l i ' "  »  

T a r i k a k a n  l o o k s  t o  t h e  f u t u r e  i n  G u n e y s  " Y o l " .  

YOL 
YILMAZ Guney's long awaited film 
Yol opened last week at the 
Lumiere. Ostensibly a film trac
ing the homeward paths of five 
paroled prisoners from the island 
prison of Imrali, Yol interpreted 

a broader sense is a film about 
the tragedy of Turkey. 

This tragedy is not primarily one 
of the politics of dictatorship, for 
that is but a symptom of a deeper 
nmlaise. This is that Turkey is a 
country caught between Europe and 
the twentieth century on the one 
hand and traditionalism and Iran 
on the other—or more specifically 
in the East. Thus as the five pris
oners journey east and arrive, they 
are faced with the real life from 
which prison—in the west—has sus

pended them. And it is a brutal 
reality to which they come home — 
one of vengeance and feuds and 
oppression, both politically, (for ex
ample in Kurdistan), and socially 
—especially of women. 

Yol however is a sensitive film 
for all it portrays. Exiled Guney 
has caught his country perfectly. 
He shows Turkey as it really is, a 
land not only of brutality and tra
dition. but life and colour, love and 
beauty loo. Above all it clears us 
of the burden of such lying and 
tear-jerking trash as 'Midnight Ex
press.' 

Yol, although Guney's film, was 
made by proxy by Serif Goren who 
diieSted it while Guney was in 
prison. At the Cannes film festi
val it shared the Grand Prix with 
Costa-Gavras' film Missing. It is 
currently showing at the Lumiei'e 
Cinema in St Martins Lane. 

T!M JUDftH 

MURILLO 
j IN contrast to last year's splen-
| did exhibition at the Royal 

Academy of seventeenth cen-
| tury Neopolitan art, the Murillo 
; comes as a disappointment, 
f Spain and Naples were, of 

course, closely linked in the age 
o'i the Counter Reformation, 
but evidently their artistic in
terpretations of what was 
needed for the Church Triumph
ant were rather different. Con
trasting with the vitality of the 
Neapolitan painters—Murillo in 
any case—settled for rather 

(Continued on Page 7) 

j STEPHEN BerkofTs highly ac-
| claimed play 'Decadence', im

mensely successful last year, 
has turned to the arts theatre 

| for a limited season. 

The play, written, directed 
and starring Stephen Berkoff, 
continues his assault on the 
English Ruling Classes—recog
nisable 'by virtue of strangu
lated vowel tones rather than 
by any real achievement.' 

The play also deals with the 
inability of those ruled by these 
gout-ridden 'Hurray Henrys' 
to dispose of them; depress-
ingly enough an unfounded in
ability according to Mr Berk-
off. 

The play does not forward a 
coherent political plan for the 
interpretation of social equality, 
but is rather an expose of tho^e 
reasons which, ridiculous as 
they are, allow social inequality 
to continue. It is also a piece of 
vibrant and amusing theatre. 

Rarely does an actor manipu
late. stimulate and amuse an 
audience continually for ninety 
minutes. Mr Berkoff does, es

pecially in the decadent spoof 
sex scenes. Not once does he 
leave the stage, and not once 
do the eyes of those watching 
him leave him. Linda Marlowe, 
competent in her roles is over-

• shadowed completely by what 
one can only describe as the 
charisma of. a brilliant actor. 

The stage set is simple, as are 
the costumes, lighting, and the 
message — but all are effective. 
The play—so relevant to Eng
lish society today and especi
ally to those who feel sincere 
criticism of ingrained English 
fcnobbery, prejudice and bigotry 
—is not as transient as its refer
ences to 'Maggie' and unem
ployment would suggest. 
Watching it, one has the im
pression that giving enjoyment 
is what Stephen Berkoff is 
concerned with. His wit, sense 
of timing, ability to mime and 
power of delivery make the 
enjoyment that he gives one of 
a lasting nature. 

Decadence' is currently show
ing at the Arts Theatre. Great 
Newport S tr e e t, Leicester 
Square Tube. 

P E N N Y  M A R S H A L L  

Muddy river 
FROM Japan comes a sensitive 
vignette of life in the fifties. 
Kohei Oguri's film Muddy River 
traces the friendship of two 
young boys who meet because 
Kiichi's mother's houseboat has 
moored opposite Nobuo's par
ents' restaurant. 

Marvellously filmed this 
! rather loose'story chronicles the 
j companionship of the two boys 

and the unwelcome intrusions 
I on th^ir lives of th&ir parents' 
J respective problems. Nobuo's 

father exudes depression and 
guilt, feelings related to the war 
and his first wife, and Kiichi's 

mother when she realises that 
Nobuo knows she is a prostitute 
weighs anchor an<* leaves. Thus 
the friendship is broken. All 
part of growing up I suppose 
. • . but though inter?: ting in 
parts it makes for rather a dull 
movie. Nevertheless if a deli
cate and unpretentious film is 
what you are looking for this 
may well be for you. 

Muddy River is currently 
showing in a double bill with 
Erice's 'Spirit of the Beehive' at 
the Paris Pullman in Drayton 
Gardens. 

T E M  J U D A H  

CLAY 
THE premier production of Peter 
Whelan's 'Clay' is now showing in 
the Pit at the Barbican. 

In a remote Derbyshire hill-cot
tage the lives of potter Bert, his 

1 wife Micky, their teenage son Jim
my and their senile grandmother 
are interrupted by the unexpected 
arrival of two old friends; Win and 
her husband Pat. Initially a mere 
domestic comedy unfolds as old 
friends act with reserve re-estab
lishing relationships. As inhibi
tions diminish so does the level of 
the humour: the conversation 
varies from 'Deep truths concerning 
the urinals on cross-channel ferries' 
to the family controversies caused 
by the accidental posting of an en
velope of used contraceptives to the 
mother-in-law. 

Nonetheless the serious issues em
erge: Win expresses the need for 
serious activity: apart from her 

family duties she feels that her life 
has been quite meaningless and 
empty and with the prospect of di
vorce she stands to lose even her 
family. Micky and Bert design pot
tery—a creative and absorbing ac
tivity which seems to satisfy this 
need. It is suggested that perhaps 
her underlying insecurity—the rteed 
for a more satisfying life—could be 
resolved by a four-sided marriage: 
the two couples living together as 
one family as they did while they 
were students sharing digs. 

Clay raises a number of interest
ing ideas, featuring a group of very 
ordinary people who are perhaps 
taking life a little too seriously. 
Nonetheless, I agree with Win's 
complaint that domestic serfdom 
'softens the brain': this is made 
self-evident in .the Coronation 
Street nature of the conversation. 

CHRIS PORTER 
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HAIN-the Liberal who left 
WHILE a student at Queen Mary College, Peter 
Hain made a meteoric rise to fame as the Chairman 
of the Stop the Seventy Tour Campaign, and as the 
radical chairman of the Young Liberals. In 1977 he 
resigned from the Liberal Party and joined the 
Labour Party. 

Hain explains his resignation by referring to his 
original reasons for joining the Liberal Party. 

.m 

"I joined in the late Sixties at the height of the 
opposition. to the Vietnam War and the Wilson 
Labour Grffrernment. Many people looked for politi
cal alternatives outside the Labour Party, and the 
Young Liberals was one of these. A lot of young 
socialists came over from the Labour Party and I 
got caught up in all that." 

But "as the 1970s wore on and economic recession 
closed in, it seemed to me more and more naive to 
imagine that you could build a radical socialist alter
native through the Young Liberals. I became in
creasingly disillusioned, so in- 1977 I joined the 
Labour Party. 

Kain now holds a leading position on the Labour 
Left and "reconciles his early career quite easily, 
Remember, I was a Young Liberal Chairman, but I 
was always very critical of Liberal Party policy." 

"What we were trying to do was to build a 
socialist alternative, which we saw as more radical 
than the Labour Party. In retrospect I think that 
was naive in the extreme." 

"I did not need to expound Liberal policy and 
indeed did not do so, I was in constant conflict with 
the establishment of the party." 

Although he was asked twice to stand as Liberal 
parliamentary candidate, he chose to turn the offer 
down. 

''I did not believe in the policies, nor was I ever 
that interested in getting into Parliament. I was 
more interested in and felt»more at home in direct-
action campaigning." 

In February 1981 he was adopted as Parliament
ary Labour candidate for Putney. "It seemed some
thing worth doing, provided that it was done on my 
terms, which were that I would remain committed 
to my radical position." 

'"I have never been into the idea of charging 
around the country to find a seat. It distorts your 
whole view of politics and becomes an obsession. 

• 

While it gives far too much credence to parliamentary 
politics as opposed to extra-parliamentary politics." 

"I do believe very strongly that socialists should 
not just posture about issues at a totally abstract 
level, which far too many on the left do, but that 
they should actually engage in local community 
politics." 

Hain has been a consistent critic of the Left's 
political strategy. "They forget that you cannot take 
Labour's base for granted." 

"What is important is that as a socialist repre
sentative you are seen to be concerned as much with 
damp in somebody's council house as you are with 
talking about some erudite question of class conflict." 

"If the Left do not do this, they could conceivably 
capture the internal structure of the party but be 
marooned from its base outside." 

"I think that suooort for socialism at a mass 

level has been declining, partly because we have 
not worked enough in an extra-parliamentary sense. 
Yet people who reject parliamentary politics 
altogether are misunderstanding what British politics, 
is all about." 

"The irony is that the Right believe that by 
purging Militant you can gain electoral credibility, 
while Party supporters see the perpetration of a dog
fight. I don't actually think that Labour supporters 
care at all about Militant. This attack has increased 
Militant's importance. Prior to the attack they were 
a withering force, and deservedly so. I think their 
politics are positively medieval." 

On the Foot leadership he was slightly more 
candid: "I think it is the best leadership we can 
expect at this time. But I would like to see a more 
radical leadership, more in tune with the need to 
turn the Labour Party outwards and to work with 
new political constituencies like the Women's Move
ment, that can supplement Labour's traditional class 
appeal." 

Hain supports the policy of positive discrimina
tion in the party, as in the women's caucuses "as 
long as it doesn't become tokenism. There is also a 
danger that women in the party will fall into the 
trap that the Left has fallen into, of believing that 
all you need to do is manoeuvre within the party 
structure, and that means a socialist advance." 

Hain's prediction is an autumn election. "We 
have a good chance of being the biggest party, but [ 
think a hung Parliament is likely. But it would be 
suicidal to go into a pact with the Alliance. The 
cost would be huge in terms of policy dilution. The 
Alliance must not be given any credibility at all." 

It is unlikely that a Labour Government would 
sever diplomatic and economic relations with South • 
Africa. I asked Hain how he reconciled his position 
with such a policy. 

* "It is a question of being a serious long-term 
socialist and fighting with a long-term perspective. 
Things could be done in the meantime, though. 
Trading missions could be stopped and anti-apartheid 
activists placed in the British Embassy in South 
Africa. 

Peter Hain is a keep exponent of the decentralist 
approach to socialism. "Socialism has been wrongly 
tarnished by centralism. You need a socialist ec^ 
norriic programme to break up that concentratec 
power and spread it back down and encourage 
neighbourhood participation. Socialism should not 
be about statism." 

MURILLO 
(Continued from Page 6) 

limp heaven 
Conceptions 
urchins. 

5'azing Immaculate 
and fat little 

Whereas this type of 'choco
late box' interpretation was 
popular at the time, and like
wise in Britain a century ago, 
tastes changed and Murillo 
was found iacking in compari
son with his contemporaries; 
Goya and El Greco for ex
ample. This joint Royal Aca
demy/Prado exhibition in an 
attemDt to rehabilitate him. 

however, by concentrating 
solely on this one artist the 
non - connoisseur cum non-
specialist while filling in a gap 
in his knowledge of art history 
may well come to the conclu
sions that, firstly, it is not yet 
time to rehabilitate Murillo and. 
secondly, that the exhibition 
would have been rather less 
monotonous than it is if some 
of his justly more famous con
temporaries had been repre
sented as well. 

TIM JUDAH 

THE STATE OF THINGS 
THIS highly - acclaimed film 

I which opened at the Camden 
Plaza last week has quite justi-

! fiably already received the In
ternational Critics prize at the 
1982 Venice Film Festival and 
was winner of the Golden Lion. 
Best Picture Award. 

The film is about the making 
of a film whose producer, Gor
don (Allen Gorwitz) leaves the 
shooting in Portugal in search 
of further finance in Los Ange
les. However, he does not return 
in time to provide money for 
more film stock and forces the 

director Frederick (Patrick 
BaUchau) to follow him to LA. 
Frederick finds Gordon living 
one of the worst lives possible: 
driving around smog-ridden 
LA in a mobile home, eating 
'plastic food' and being pursued 
by killers who want payment 
for loans they made to him. 

'The State of Things' is made 
even more interesting by the 
actions of the director, Wim 
Wenders who, like Frederick, 
suffered production' difficulties, 
and was unable to finish his film 
•Hammet' for the American 

producer Francis Ford Coppola. 
The film critics have seen 'The 
State of Things' as an attack oh 
the financial affluence and crea
tive squalor of American film
making, and its lack of interest 
in European cinema such as 
Hammet, and subsequently have 
dubbed 'The State of Things' — 
'Wenders Revenge'. 

When I asked the director 
whether the production difficul
ties arose through lack of stock, 
he smiled and said, "No, in 
Hollywood you don't run out of 
stock, you just run out of ideas." 
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The Bard of Sal ford 

AFTER a number of false 
starts, gumchewin' vodkaswill-
in'- wordslingin' shadewearin' 
bac kcombin' sneakersportin' 
poemwritin' voweltwangin' 
JOHN COOPER CLARKE plays 
in the Old Theatre this Satur-

"~>day (29th). 

Towards the end of the seven
ties, Mancunian Cooper Clarke 
began to attract a cult following 
which led him to be labelled, 
along with London's Patrik 
Fitzgerald, as a punk poet. He 
operates in a nebulous territory 
bounded by music, comedy and 
poetry. He's not a singer, 
though he has been known to 
declaim in a number of differ
ent keys. He's not a musician 
by trade, through he holds a 
Musicians' Union card which 
lists his instrument as 'drone 
guitar'. There was certainly 
comedy in his Hyde Park per
formance several years ago as 
the police dragged him off a 
soap-box, his legs flying every
where, after an impromptu re
cital, a million miles from the 
stereotype of the introvert poet 
rummaging through his scraps 
of paper. You could say he is 
an entertainer and few of those 
who have seen Cooper Clarke 
perform would disagree. 

His poems offer descriptions 
X>f a whole panorama of char
acters: "The health fantatic, 
Salome Malonie, kung i'u thugs 

and monsters from outer space. 
And if you want to borrow a 
few insults you'll find a rich se
lection in 'Twat', a masterful 
mixture of vitriol and wit. Like 
Elvis Costello, Kevin Rowland, 
John Lydon, myself and many 
others in and out of rock, JCC 
suffers from what doctors gener
ally refer to as a Catholic Edu
cation and his "Limbo' is a case 
history. Hopefully these golden 
oldies will be included in his 
LSE show. 

Cooper Clarke, tipped for 
great things at the end of the 
last decade, never quite ful
filled his potential and was un
able to make the transition 
from cult status to Poet Laur
eate. His lack of popular suc
cess may have a lot to do with 
his determination to be unhip, 
and not wanting "to be nice" 
and easy to pigeonhole. As he 
said in 1978, "I'm supposed to 
be the next big thing and no 
one yet has offered me any 
cocaine." 

After a period of inactivity, 
John Cooper Clarke seems set 
for a revival in his fortunes and 
popularity. His film, 'Five Years 
in An Open-necked Shirt' has 
recently been released and re
ceived rave reviews when it 
was shown at the ICA. Cooper 
Clarke may even get to realise 
his ambition: A tour of New 
York launderettes. 

MIKE HUTCHINSON 

John Cooper Clarke 
LSE Ents Presents 

SPRING IN PARIS 
A FULLY INCLUSIVE WEEKEND IN PARIS 

on FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY, 
the 4th, 5th & 6th of MARCH 

Including Return Travel by Coach and Ferry, Bed and Break
fast in the three-star PENTA HOTEL in twin-bedded rooms! 

Only £33 
Limited number of places available: 

FIRST COME — FIRST SERVED 
Full details and Booking Forms available from :— 

INFORMATION CENTRE, E290 
or ENTS ROOM, E206 

CLUES 
Across: 
1 Happy New Year, but next 

year you'll find patron saint 
otherwise in good health (6, 6) 

8 Dense, possibly—make it neces
sarily (5) 

9 Institutional insect is inactive 
(7) 

10 Prolong in the same key (3) 
11 Lots of paper consumed by 

mares (5) 
12 Noise is natural, I hear (4) 
14 Overmanning among the Sioux 

.tribe? (3, 4, 6) 
16 Girl loses a thousand or a mil

lion in the opera (4) 
17 Yes, Spanish sailor makes an 

Indian instrument (5) 
19 The head teachers organisa

tion (3) 
20 The group appearing give up 

(7) 
21 Rinse badly after getting up (5) 
22 Lawyers in love? It's short

lived (5, 7) 

Down: • 
1 The gap is hereditary and 

logical (12) 
2 • Brecht's cheap production was 

a peak—he'll put you through 
(8) 

3 Sages mix vapours (5) 

4 How you might expect hospital 
workers to leave (7, 6) 

5 The route to the Falklands be
gins with a twist in great 
heroism (7) 

6 Can bread make you idle? (4) 

7 The peculiar king and queen 
of the new romantics has a 
face (5, 7) 

13 Hearing Concorde working, 
throw overboard (8) 

15 Shorten one rest for snooker 
cue (7) 

17 The holy man is short—that's 
funny—but he can play the 
guitar (5) 

18 Just light (5) 

Solution from last issue: 
Across: 1 Specialists, 9 Mills, 10 

Culture, 11 Regents, 12 Notes, 13 
Sad, 14 Cane, 15 Crib, 17 Sag, 20 
Night, 22 Recital, 23 Invalid, 24 
Enact, 25 Clandestine. 

Down: 2 Polygon, 3 Cosine, 4 Ac
cess, 5 Island, 6 Trust, 7 American 
Pie, 8 Sensibility, 16 Retrain, 17 
Stolen, 18 Grudge, 19 Accent, 21 
Gavel. 

M I K E  H U T C H I N S O N  

What's on 
Ents: 

Thurs 27th Jan The BB's in the 
Three Tuns bar 8 pm. 

Sat 29th Jan John Cooper Clark 
plus Career in Commerce. Haldane 
Room 7.30 pm 

Fri. 4th Feb The Roy Harper 
Band plus Tall Story. Haldane 
Room 8 pm. 

Sat. 5th Feb The Monochrome 
Set plus support. Haldane Room 8 
pm. 
Films: 

Tues. 25th Jan Days in Heaven. 
• Thurs. 27th Jan Battleship Potem-

kin plus Night and Fog. 
Tues. 1st Feb The Third Man. 
Thurs. 3rd Feb Phantom of Liberty. 
Tues. 8th Feb Raging Bull. 

All in the old theatre at 7 pm. 
Societies, Etc. 

Tues. 25th Jan Shaw library 
lunch hour concert, John Barstow 
(piano). Haydn, Prokoviev, Rach-
maninov. 

Tues, 25th Jan Women's Centre 
Party. All women welcome. Free 
wine and food. 5.30 pm. 

Tues. 25th Jan Political. Economy 
Society. Sam Aaronovitch speaking 
on "The relative decline of the UK. 
C018. 5.30 pm. 

Tues. 25th Jan Thespians please 
note massive rag review meeting in 
TV room 5.30 pm. Everyone wel-
yome. 

Tues. 25th Jan Rag committee 
meeting. All welcome. TV room 6 
pm. 

Tues. 25th Jan Nursery action 
committee open meeting. Speaker 
Bea Campbell. Anyone interested 
wishing to become involved in the 
campaign for improved nursery fa
cilities in the LSE is urged to at
tend. 

Wed, 26th Feb SDP, Bill Rodgers 
MP speaking. A45. 

Wed. 26th Feb Joint meeting of 
the Labour Club and Women's 
Group. Discussion on "campaigning 
on abortion," with Mandy Moore 
(Labour Abortion Rights Cam
paign) A612. 1 pm. 

Wed. 26th Jan Labour Club dis
cussion meeting Ron Huzzard 
(Labour Action for Peace). "Social
ism and Pacifism'. S600 2 pm. 

Thurs. 27th Jan Polish Society. 
Drinks in King's bar (overlooking 
the Thames). 7.30 pm. 

Sun. 30th Jan Christian Commun
ity. "The Bible, the Church and 
Fear." Rev Dr Kenneth Greet, 
Methodist Con University Church. 
6.30 pm. 

Tues. 1st Feb Labour Club spea
ker meeting Dave Wetzel (chair, 
GLC's transport committee) ' Fares 
fair." 

Tues. 1st Feb Rag committee 
open meeting. All welcome. TV 
Room 6 pm. 

Wed. 2nd Feb Sterling Club. Lec
ture by Mr Steve Lumby: "What 
future for Nationalised Industries 
in the UK?" S169 1 pm. 

Wed. 2nd Feb Labour Club discus
sion meeting. Charles Davy. "Non
violent revolution." S600. 2 pm. 

Sat. 5th Feb Christian community 
visit to Westminster Synagogue, 
Rutland Gate SW7 10 am. (See 
Stephen Williams for details). 

Sun. 6tli Feb Christian Communi
ty, "Bible, the Church and Sexuali
ty." Very Rev B. Moss, Prov. Birm
ingham University Church. 6.30 
pm. 

Mon. 7th Feb Amnesty Inter
national. Two speakers on Poland. 
S167 1 pm. 

Wed. 16th Feb Conservative So
ciety meeting. Peter Viggars speak
ing. S78. 
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