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s u RESIGNATION 33

Controversy surrounds the sudden depar
ture of Students' Union Secretary Jeff Stani- 
forth. What led up to his "resignation" from 
the £10,000 a year post? Why did a senior 
Union official contact the Confederation of 
British Industry for legal advice on the Em
ployment Protection Act? Was Staniforth 
given a raw deal ? Beaver investigates the 
intrigue.

by KEIR HOPLEY
with additional reporting by Alex Wynter

During vacation time, when many people’s minds were far 
removed from the Students’ Union, its services, politics and staff, 
the Administrative Sub-Committee and the full Executive met 
to consider the staffing structure and take the decision not to 
continue the employment of Jeff Staniforth, the Students’ Union 
Secretary for Finance, Administration and Services (SUSFAS).  
Staniforth tendered his resignation and thus ended his part in a 
long running debate which has existed ever since the ftppearfcitee 
of the now infamous Gordon Young Report.

N ow a lm o s t fo rg o tte n  by th o s e  w ho  w ere  h e re  w h en  i t  ap p ea red  
(p re s e n t  th i r d  y e a r s tu d e n ts ) ,  th e  re p o r t  w as a  s tu d y  in to  th e  m a n a g e 
m e n t a n d  c o n s ti tu tio n  o f th e  U n io n  co m m issio n ed  by M r J u l ia n  In g ra m  
w h e n  h e  w as S e n io r T re a su re r . Y o u n g  p ro p o sed  a  co m p le te  c h an g e  in  
U n io n  s ta ffin g , w ith  th e  a p p o in tm e n t of a  P e rm a n e n t  S e c re ta ry  to  be 
re sp o n sib le  fo r  U n io n  s ta ff  m a n a g e m e n t a n d  to  be sen io r s ta ff  m em ber. 
A t th e  tim e , M r T o m  B ru in , th e  F in a n c e  S e c re ta ry  o f th e  U n ion , w as 
d u e  to  re tire  a n d  S ta n if o r th  w as a p p o in te d  to  fill th e  v acan cy . B u t 
S ta n if o r th  h im se lf  p o in te d  o u t a t  th e  in te rv iew  t h a t  h e  w as n o t 
a  book-keeper, a  fu n d a m e n ta l  p a r t  of B ru in ’s job. In d eed , w hen  B ru in  
e v en tu a lly  d id  go  d u r in g  th e  su m m e r v a c a tio n  th is  year, M r S am  
K u n g  h a d  been  a p p o in te d  as  A cco u n ts  O fficer a n d  M r Bob P ag e  was 
to  be em ployed  b efo re  th is  te rm  b eg an .

T h e  p re s e n t S e n io r T re a su re r , M r K e lv in  B ay n to n , a n d  th e  G e n e ra l 
S e c re ta ry , M r E d  Jaco b , c la im  t h a t  In g ra m  a n d  h is  su ccesso r M r R ic h a rd  
S h a c k le to n  deceived  th e  U n io n  in  p re s e n tin g  S ta n if o r th  as  a re p la ce 
m e n t fo r  B ru in  w h en  h e  w as n o t  q u a lified  as  such . I n  c h a n g in g  
S ta n i f o r th ’s job  fro m  th a t  of F in a n c e  S e c re ta ry  to  P e rm a n e n t  S e c re ta ry  
(o r w h a te v e r  t i t le  w as c u r re n tly  in  vogue), B a y n to n  a rg u es , In g ra m  a n d  
S h a c k le to n  w ere  g o in g  d ire c tly  a g a in s t  U n io n  policy  as  p assed  on  17-5-79 
a  m o tio n  in  th e  n a m e  of M r K r is h  M a h a r a j ) :

“U n io n  reso lv es:
1 T o lay  th e  G o rd o n  Y oung  R e p o r t on  th e  ta b le  u n til  O ctober 

( i t  w as n e v e r  rev iv ed ).
2 T o  m a n d a te  th e  p re s e n t E xecu tive  to  m ak e  p ro v is io n s  fo r 

th e  c o n tin u e d  sm o o th  ru n n in g  o f th e  U n io n  in  th e  in te r im  
p eriod .

3 T o  co n d em n  th e  p re s e n t  s a b b a tic a ls  ( In g ra m  a n d  M r W ill 
R ic h a rd s o n )  fo r  th e i r  u n d e m o c ra tic  po licy .”

I f  J a c o b  a n d  B a y n to n  fe lt  th e y  h a d  n o  m a n d a te  to  keep  S ta n ifo r th , 
S h a c k le to n  a n d  h is  a sso c ia te s  cou ld  p o in t to  d ec is io n s  of th e  A dm in  
S u b -C o m m ittee  a n d  E xecu tive  in  ap p ro v a l of th e  basic  p rin c ip le  o f th e  
U n io n  em p loy ing  a  m a n a g e r  w ith  re sp o n sib ility  fo r  F in a n c e , A d m in is
tra t io n , S erv ices a n d  S taff.

T h e  q u estio n  of m a n d a te s  is on ly  p a r t  of th e  p o litic a l d e b a te  w h ich  
h a s  b een  ta k in g  p lace : th e  w hole q u e s tio n  o f w h e th e r  o r n o t a  P e r-

(Continued on Page Two)
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Arthur Mallard joins in the eeelebrations at the Student Union
opening (See Page Eleven)

UNION IN RENT STRIKE CLASH
by Simon James
THE Student U nion’s call for a 
rent strike in th e  LSE’s three halls  
of residence has brought It Into 
direct conflict with the Hall Socie
ties, who negotiated th is  year’s rent  
Increases. Two of th e  halls  have  
voted a g a in st  a  strike, but the  
Union has  estim ated th a t  half of 
all hall residents are w ithholding  
rents.

T h e  a rg u m e n t o v er r e n ts  b e g an  
la s t  M ay  w h e n  th e  In te r -H a lls  
C o m m ittee , re p re s e n tin g  th e  re s i
d e n ts  o f R o seb e rry , C a r r-S a u n d e rs  
a n d  P a ssfie ld  H a lls  n e g o tia te d  r ise s  
a v e ra g in g  24%. T h is  in c re a se  w as 
d e s ig n e d  to  ta k e  a c c o u n t o f in f la 
tio n , a n d  th e  re s t  to  h e lp  fin an ce  
th e  b u ild in g  of a  n ew  H a ll o f R es i
dence .

T h e  U n io n  E x ecu tive  im m ed ia te ly  
co n d em n ed  th e  r ise s  a n d  m a in 
ta in e d  th a t  r e n ts  sh o u ld  on ly  rise  
in  lin e  w ith  th e  in c re a se  in  s tu 
d e n t  g ra n ts . H ow ever n o  fu r th e r  
a c tio n  w as su g g es te d  to  th e  U n io n  
by th e  E x ecu tive  la s t  te rm .

A t a  m e e tin g  o f th e  E x ecu tiv e  
e a r ly  in  th e  te rm , m em b ers  v o ted  
to  c a ll fo r  a  r e n t  s tr ik e . T h is  d ec i
s io n  w as su p p o rte d  by th e  U n ion  
G e n e ra l M ee tin g  o f O c to b er th e  9 th , 
a g a in s t  s tro n g  o p p o sitio n  fro m  
M a rk  W ith e rs , P re s id e n t of P a ss-  
field, a n d  N eil A ng ier, P re s id e n t of 
C a rr-S a u n d e rs .

B o th  P re s id e n ts  co m p la in ed  th a t  
th e  U n io n  w as in te r fe r in g  w ith  th e  
in d e p en d e n c e  o f th e  h a lls , a n d  th a t  
th e  S ocie ties  h a d  a p p ro v e d  th e  in 

c reases  n e g o tia te d . H ow ever E d  
Jaco b , G e n e ra l S e c re ta ry  of th e  
U n ion , m a in ta in e d  th a t  tw o th ird s  
of h a l l  re s id e n ts  a t  th e  U G M  su p 
p o r te d  th e  s tr ik e .

T w o h a lls  seem ed  to  s h a re  th e i r  
P re s id e n ts ’ o b jec tio n s : P a ssfie ld  r e 
je c te d  th e  s tr ik e  ca ll by a  la rg e  m a 
jo r i ty , R o seb e rry  by th e  n a rro w  
m a rg in  o f 45 v o tes  to  37.

I n  c o n tr a s t  C a r r-S a u n d e rs  vo ted  
s tro n g ly  to  b ack  th e  r e n t  s tr ik e , 
a n d  th e  V ice-P resid en t J o h n  Llew el- 
le n  w as c e n su re d  fo r  o p p o sin g  it.

I t  is d ifficu lt to  g au g e  a c c u ra te ly  
th e  e x te n t  of su p p o r t fo r th e  s tr ik e . 
U n io n  officers h a v e  e s tim a te d  t h a t  
som e 50% of s tu d e n ts  in  h a lls  w ill 
su p p o r t  th e  U n io n ’s call, b u t m a n y  
h a v e  a lre a d y  p a id  th e i r  r e n t  to  th e

h a ll  a u th o r itie s , esp ec ia lly  firs t-y ea r 
a n d  ov erseas  s tu d e n ts .

A c le a re r  p ic tu re  o f th e  n u m b e r 
of s tu d e n ts  w illing  to  jo in  th e  s tr ik e  
w ill em erg e  th is  w eek w h en  re s i
d e n ts  will be u rg e d  to  p a y  th e ir  
re n ts  in to  th e  U n io n ’s s tr ik e  fund . 
T h e  fu n d , o p e ra te d  u n d e r  leg a l 
adv ice , w ill be  u sed  by  th e  U n io n  
a s  p ro o f o f th e  s t r ik e r s ’ in te n t  to  
pay  r e n t  a t  la s t  y e a r ’s  levels, w ith  
a n  a d d itio n a l a llo w an ce  fo r  th e  rise  
in  s tu d e n t  g ra n ts .

STOP PRESS (14-10-80)

•  “150 join rent strike.”— Ed Jacob.

•  “17 s tudents  pay rent Into week- 
old strike fund.” — SU Finance  
Office.

IRANIANS
BANNED
FROM
ROSEBERY
HALL
Report by
SIMON GARFIELD

ALL applications received last 
summer from Iranian students  
for residence in the LSE’s Rose
berry Hall have been rejected 
by ex-warden Dr Chris Badcock. 
It appears that this action is 
based purely on a personal 
anti-Iranian grudge on Bad- 
cock’s part.

Suspicions about the sup
posedly random nature of the 
residence Hal! selection process 
were aroused when LSE stu
dent Siamak Moghaddam, who  
had quietly accepted his own  
rejection, learned of the ban 
on all Iranian students.

Moghaddam told how Bad- 
uock had spoken amicably to 
him until learning of his 
nationality: “When I told him 
where I came from his attitude 
changed completely. He com
plained of what he called the 
uncivilised action of the Iranian 
government and said that he 
didn’t want any Iranian stu
dents stirring up trouble in his 
hall.”

While perfectly entitled to ex 
press any personal opinions, 
Badcock would be acting in a 
manner contrary to the School’s 
policy if he allowed his own  
political views to affect his 
choice of applicants for hall 
places.

In a letter to Moghaddam, 
LSE pro-director Alan Day 
denied all allegations of a dis
criminatory selection process 
but admitted that, “Dr Badcock 
did recall recent unhappy inci
dents in the hall which were at 
feast partly occasioned by the

(Continued on Page Three)
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S .U . RESIGNATION -  from p. i
0

m a n e n t  S e c re ta ry  figu re  is d e s irab le  
h a s  been  of c ru c ia l im p o rta n c e . 
O bviously , In g ra m , S h a c k le to n  a n d  
S ta n i f o r th  h im se lf  see th e  need , 
’a rg u in g  th a t  s tu d e n ts  ta k in g  a  s a b 
b a tic a l  y e a r  a re  n o t  m a n a g e rs  a n d  
e x p e r t n e g o tia to rs  ab le  to  h a n d le  
s ta f f  re la tio n s  a n d  n e g o tia te  effec
tiv e ly  w ith  th e  S choo l a n d  o u ts id e  
b o d ies  a n d  n e e d  a  p e rm a n e n t  
m a n a g e r . T h e re  is a  c ru c ia l d iffe r
ence , i t  m ig h t  be sa id , b e tw een  s ta ff  
d ire c tio n  a n d  s ta ff  m a n a g e m e n t, 
a n d  i t  is th e  fo rm e r  a re a s  w h ich  
is  th e  field  of th e  sa b b a tic a l . B 'ayn- 
ton , on  th e  o th e r  h a n d , a rg u e s  ch a t 
a  m a n a g e r  is n o t  n e c e ssa ry  w h en  
th e re  a re  on ly  n in e  s ta ff m em b ers, 
a  c le a r  case  o f too  m a n y  c h ie fs  a n d  
n o t  e n o u g h  In d ia n s . I n  a n y  case, 
th e r e  h a d  b een  d isp u te s  be tw een  
m e m b e rs  of s ta ff, w h ich  re su lte d  in  
c e r ta in  d e p a r tm e n ts  re fu s in g  to  
re c o g n ise  S ta n ifo r th .  M oreover, 
B a y n to n  a rg u e s , it  w as so m etim es 
d ifficu lt to  m ak e  S ta n if o r th  a c c o u n t
ab le  to  th e  U n io n  a n d —p e rh a p s  h is  
s t ro n g e s t  p o in t—a  s a la ry  of £10,000 
p lu s  tie d  u p  too  m u c h  o f th e  
U n io n 's  m on ey  a n d  w as a n  ineffi
c ien t use  o f re so u rc e s : th e re  w ould 
h a v e  b een  n o  m oney , fo r  in s ta n c e , 
to  em ploy  a  W e lfa re  A s s is ta n t  o r 
m o re  s ta ff  in  F lo rrie s .

T h e  n e ed  fo r  a  P e rm a n e n t  S e c re 
ta ry ,  th e n , c a n n o t  be c o n s id e re d  to  
b e  p ro v en , w ith  s tro n g  a rg u m e n ts  
b e in g  a v a ilab le  to  b o th  s ides. ( J u s t  
as  som e s ta ff  w ere g lad  to  see S ta n i
f o r th  leave, so o th e rs  h av e  r e g re t 
te d  h is  d e p a r tu re ) .  W h a t h a s  sh o t 
to  th e  fe re  in  th e  v a ca tio n , how ever, 
is  th e  w ay in  w h ic h  th e  S tu d e n ts ’ 
U n io n  c o n d u c ts  its  s ta ff re la tio n s , 
a n d  th e  m a n n e r  in  w h ich  th e  d ec i
s io n s  w ere m ad e  sm ells  s tro n g ly  of 
in tr ig u e , u n c o n s ti tu t io n a l  b e h a v io u r  
a n d  d u b io u s  m o ra lity . S ta n if o r th  
w a s  o n ly  to ld  o n  T h u r s d a y  21 
A u g u s t - of m e e tin g s  to  ta k e  p lace  
o n  th e  26 ( th o u g h  th e  in te n tio n  
w as to  give h im  a  w eek ’s w a rn in g )  
a n d  g iv en  th e  o p tio n  of p ro d u c in g  a

p a p e r  to  ju s t i fy  h is  ow n em p lo y 
m e n t. M oreover, i t  w as m a d e  c lea r  
to  h im  t h a t  th e  s a b b a tic a ls  w ould  
re c o m m en d  d ism issa l, in d ic a tin g  
t h a t  i t  w as n e v e r  th e i r  in te n t io n  to  
c o n s id e r a n y  p a p e r  he  m ig h t p ro 
d u ce  fa irly , a s t is re q u ire d  by th e  
E m p lo y m en t P ro te c tio n  A ct.

T h a t  is by n o  m e an s  th e  fu ll 
s to ry . T h e  G e n e ra l S e c re ta ry  w as 
in  G reece  u n t i l  h o u rs  b e fo re  th e  
m e e tin g s  o n  T u e sd ay  26th , a n d  
th e  le t te r s  su m m o n in g  th e  E x ecu 
tiv e  to  th e  m e e tin g  w ere  s ig n ed  by  
h im  b e fo re  h e  le f t  a n d  d a te d  8 th  
A u g u st. Y e t S ta n if o r th  w as in 
fo rm ed  o n ly  five d a y s  b e fo re  th e  
m e e tin g s  a n d  o v e r  th e  B a n k  
H o lid ay  w eekend , w h en  it  w as 
h ig h ly  u n lik e ly  t h a t  h e  cou ld  c o n 
ta c t  A ST M S, h is  U nion . I t  w as 
a lso  th e  f ir s t  d iscu ss io n  h e  h a d  h a d  
w ith  th e  s a b b a tic a ls  s in ce  e a r ly  
Ju ly , w h e n  th e y  f i r s t  to o k  office.

T h a t  le t te r  is th e  f ir s t  s ta g e  of 
a  b iz a rre  c h a in  o f u n c o n s ti tu t io n 
a lity . B a y n to n  w ro te  (fo r  it  w as he  
w h o  d ra f te d  th e  l e t t e r  ev en  th o u g h  
J a c o b  s ig n ed  i t ) ,  “S t r ic t  co n fid en 
t ia l i ty  a b o u t th e  c a ll in g  of th e  
m e e tin g  m u s t  be m a in ta in e d  fo r  
th e  tim e  be in g ,” a n d  th e  m in u te s  
o f th e  m e e tin g  h a v e  “C O N F ID E N 
T IA L ” s ta m p e d  a c ro ss  th e  to p . H ow 
ever, th e re  is  n o  p ro v is io n  fo r  c lo sed  
E x ecu tiv e  m e e tin g s  in  th e  C o n s ti
tu tio n , a n d  th e  id e a  of k eep in g  
s e c re t  th e  fa c t  t h a t  on e  is to  ta k e  
p lace  is u n p re c e d e n te d , a s  is th e  
r e s tr ic t io n  of access to  th e  m in u te s . 
I t  is a b su rd  to  a rg u e  th a t ,  a s  in d i
v id u a l m e m b e rs  o f  s ta f f  w ere  in 
volved, th is  w as th e  a p p ro p r ia te  
cou rse , b ecau se  th e  A d m in is tra tiv e  
S u b -C o m m ittee  is  th e  body c o n s ti
tu tio n a lly  re sp o n sib le  fo r  s ta f f  
m a t te r s ;  it  cou ld  ev en  be a rg u e d  
th a t  to  ta k e  m a tte r s  to  th e  E x ecu 
tive , w as in c o rre c t. F C 8  a n d  Exec 
m e m b e r J o h n  G a g e  c la im s  t h a t  h e  
w as th re a te n e d  w ith  c e n s u re  if  h e  
d isc lo sed  th e  p ro ceed in g s . I n  a n y

case , th e se  m e e tin g s  o f  th e  ASC 
a n d  E x ecu tiv e  c a n n o t h a v e  b een  
c losed  b ecau se  th e  S o c ia l S e c re ta ry  
N ick  G o d d a rd , w ho is  n o t  a  m e m 
b e r o f th e  E x ecu tive , w as p re s e n t. 
I n  a d d itio n , c e r ta in  k n o w n  oppo
n e n ts  of S ta n ifo r th ,  su ch  a s  M r 
S tev e  G a lla n t ,  knew' of th e  m e e tin g s  
w eeks in  ad v an ce .

T h e  in v o lv em en t o f G o d d a rd  is 
y e t a n o th e r  s tr a n g e  v a ria b le  in  th e  
w ho le  a ffa ir. J a c o b  s tre s s e d  th a t  
a il  th re e  s a b b a tic a ls  w ere  invo lved  
in  th e  d ec is io n  m a k in g . H ow ever, 
in  th e  C o n s ti tu t io n  ( P a r t  Two, S ec t 
2, S u b S ec tio n  3. P a r a g r a p h  a ) ,  th e  
S oc ia l S e c re ta ry  is “re sp o n sib le  to  
th e  U n io n  fo r e n te r ta in m e n t  a n d  
h o s p ita li ty .” I n  in v o lv in g  h im se lf  in  
th e  d ec is io n  a b o u t s ta ffin g , G o d d a rd  
w en t beyond  h is  c o n tra c t  a n d , it 
m ig h t  even  be a rg u e d , a c te d  u l t r a  
v ires .

I f  th e  c o n s t i tu t io n a l  p o s itio n  is a t  
le a s t re la tiv e ly  c lea r , su c h  is n o t 
th e  c a se  w ith  w h a t h a p p e n e d  d u rin g  
th e  v a rio u s  T u e sd a y  m ee tin g s .

T h e  e v e n ts  of th e  T u e sd a y  of 
d ec is io n  a re  so m e w h a t c o n fu sed t
w ith  d iffe re n t a c c o u n ts  co m in g  fro m  
th e  v a rio u s  p ro ta g o n is ts . I t  a p p e a rs  
t h a t  B a y n to n  a n d  J a c o b  saw  S ta n i
f o r th  in  th e  m o rn in g  a n d  to ld  h im  
t h a t  i t  w as th e i r  in te n tio n  to  
re c o m m en d  th a t  th e  A d m in is tra tiv e  
S u b -C o m m itte e  m ak e  h im  re d u n 
d a n t  w ith  one  m o n th ’s no tice . 
S ta n i f o r th  say s  t h a t  th e y  th e n  to ld  
h im  th a t  if h e  w as p re p a re d  to  
re s ig n  th e y  w ould  re c o m m en d  
th re e  m o n th s ’ n o tic e  to  be  given. 
S ta n if o r th  a lso  a lleg es  t h a t  J a c o b  
th r e a te n e d  th a t  if  he  to o k  a n y  legal 
a c tio n  a g a in s t  th e  U n ion , he  w ould  
n e v e r  g e t a n o th e r  jo b  in  a  s tu d e n t  
u n io n  a n y w h ere , a n  a lle g a tio n  
w h ich  Jac o b  v e h em e n tly  den ies. 
J a c o b  h im se lf  c la im s  th a t  i t  w as 
S ta n if o r th  w ho sa id  t h a t  h e  p re 
fe r re d  to  re s ig n  r a th e r  th a n  be 
sacked . T h e  A d m in is tra tiv e  S u b 
c o m m itte e  u n a n im o u s ly  a cc e p ted  
th e  view'' o f  th e  s a b b a tic a ls  t h a t

a s  E d  J a c o b  p u t it, “ th e re  w as n o  
jo b . fo r S ta n if o r th  to  d o .””

A fte r  th e  m e e tin g  of th e  ASC, 
th e re  fo llow ed a  h a g g le  fo r  moi-e 
m oney, a  h a g g le  w h ich  c a r r ie d  c n  
in to  th e  E x ecu tiv e  m e e tin g  in  th e  
a f te rn o o n , w here  S ta n if o r th  m ad e  
a s ta te m e n t.  T h is  m e e tin g  w as m ad e  
a w a re  of a n  a m a z in g  te le p h o n e  ca ll 
in  w h ich  th e  S e n io r  T re a s u re r , 
p o s in g  a s  a  re p re se n ta tiv e  of a  firm  
o f p a in te rs , c o n ta c te d  th e  C B I to  
d e te rm in e  th e  le g a l p o s itio n  w ith  
r e g a rd  to  th e  E m p lo y m en t P ro te c 
tio n  A ct. A t th e  m e e tin g , it  seem s 
t h a t  M r P a u l W h itta k e r , no  f r ie n d  
of S ta n ifo r th ,  w as a  lone voice c a l
lin g  fo r  th e  U n io n  to  p ay  S ta n i
f o r th  as m u c h  a s  it  cou ld  a ffo rd  
r a th e r  t h a n  a s  l i t t le  as  i t  co u ld  
g e t aw ay  w ith  u n d e r  th e  law . W h it
ta k e r  w as c o n ce rn e d  th a t  S ta n i
fo r th  sh o u ld  n o t be m ad e  to  su ffe r  
th e  co n seq u en ces  of w h a t he  e sse n 
tia lly  sees as  im p ro p e r  a c tio n  by 
In g ra m  a n d  S h a c k le to n . A f te r  nego
t ia t io n s , S ta n if o r th  w as ev en tu a lly  
g iv en  five m o n th s ’ no tice .

T h e  ra m if ic a tio n s  fo r  th e  L S S  
S tu d e n ts ’ U n io n  ra n g e  w ide a n d  
fa r . Q u estio n s  o f d em o cracy , 
a c c o u n ta b ility  a n d  th e  w ay  in  
w h ich  th e  U n io n  t r e a t s  i ts  s ta f f  a r e  
a ll  ra ised . I t  m u s t a lso  be sa id  t h a t  
c e r ta in  sec tio n s  o f th e  F e d e ra tio n , 
o f C o n se rv a tiv e  S tu d e n ts  a t  th e  
L S E  tr ie d  to  m ak e  p o litic a l c a p i ta l  
o u t o f th e  a ffa ir  by  le a k in g  th e  
s to ry  o f th e  C B I ca ll q u o tin g  “so u r
ces in  th e  C B I le g a l d e p a r tm e n t” 
as  h a v in g  to ld  th e m  t h a t  th e  
d e p a r tm e n t  h a d  ta k e n  a n  e n q u iry  
fro m  th e  L S E  over th e  su m m e r 
b re a k  o n  em p lo y m en t p ro te c tio n  
leg is la tio n . B u t w e h a v e  b een  ab le  
to  verify  t h a t  B a y n to n  n e v e r id e n 
tif ied  h im se lf  to  th e  C B I a s  b e in g  
fro m  th e  L S E  SU.

W h a te v e r  th e  r ig h ts  a n d  w ro n g s  
o f th e  a p p o in tm e n t o f a  P e rm a n e n t  
S e c re ta ry  figu re , th e  w ay in  w h ic h  
S ta n i f o r th  le f t  cou ld  by no  m e a n s  
be c a lled  s a t is fa c to ry  a n d  questions, 
a b o u t th e  w ay in  w h ic h  th e  U n io n  
is r u n  m u s t c e r ta in ly  be posed.

L.S.E. STUDENT 
TO BE DEPORTED
A T H IR D -Y E A R  I r a n ia n  s tu d e n t  
a t  th e  L SE  faces  d e p o r ta t io n  w ith 
in  th e  n e x t  few  d a y s  fo llow ing  h is  
a r r e s t  a t  th e  d e m o n s tra t io n  o u t
s id e  th e  A m e ric an  E m b assy  la s t  
A u g u st. T h e  s tu d e n t , w ho w ashes 
to  re m a in  a n o n y m o u s, feels th a t  he  
is p a y in g  f a r  to o  h ig h  a  p rice  fo r 
a  re la tiv e ly  m in o r  in c id e n t.

H av in g  done, he  says, “e v e ry th in g  
w ith in  h is  p o w er” to  re m a in  in  th is  
c o u n try , h e  is re s ig n e d  to  h is  fa te  
w ith  th e  view  th a t  free  sp eech  a n d  
p e rso n a l o p in io n s  sh o u ld  be ex 
p re sse d  a t  w h a te v e r  cost. B o th  L SE  
d ire c to r  R a lp h  D a h re n d o r f  a n d  th e  
S tu d e n ts ’ U n io n  h a v e  w r it te n  l e t 
te r s  to  H om e S e c re ta ry  W illia m  
W h ite la w  p ro te s tin g  a b o u t th e  d e 

p o r ta t io n  o rd er, s tre s s in g  t h a t  t h e  
s tu d e n t  h a s  co m p le ted  fo u r  o u t of 
h is  e ig h t co u rses  (w ith  h o n o u rs  in  
a ll  of th e m ) a n d  th a t  i t  w ou ld  be 
a  g re a t  loss to  in te r r u p t  h is  
s tu d ies .

E d  Jac o b , U n io n  g e n e ra l secre
ta ry , fe a re d  th e  m o re  fa r - r e a c h in g  
im p lic a tio n s  o f su c h  a n  a c tio n :  
“W e a re  obviously  a n x io u s  to  avoid 
a  s i tu a t io n  in  w h ich  o u r  members 
fee l t h a t  th e i r  r ig h t  to  political 
ex p re ss io n  is b e in g  s tif le d .”

F o r  th e  I r a n ia n  s tu d e n t  c o n 
c e rn e d  th e re  see m s l i t t le  h o p e  o f  
a  re p riev e . M o st o f h is  c o lle ag u es  
a r re s te d  a t  th e  sa m e  d e m o n s tra 
t io n  h av e  a lre a d y  b e e n  d e p o rte d .

NUS: A COLOSSAL AND 
SCANDALOUS DECEIT'

DEAR SIRS,—The NUS tells us that it has “over a million 
members”— rather a ludicrous phrase when you come to thank 
of it, given that the vast majority of students a:re “members” 
whether they like it or not owing to the fact that their local 
education authority automatically pays their subscription fee for 
them. One might just as well describe the inmates of a concen
tration camp as “members of the camp collective”.

W elt, .given that most students 
are in the N U S w hether they  
like it or not, one might reason
ably' expect them  to inquire 
w here all these subscriptions 
go. Are they used—as the NUS  
would have us believe—to bene
fit the ordinary slothful, apathe
tic, beer-sw illing student, to 
enable h im /her to pursue the 
essential aims of freelove, cheap  
beer, all-night parties and dis
cos and still m anaging to end  
up w ith  a second-class honours 
degree plus cushy job at the 
end of- it ? Or does the money 
sim ply  serve to finance a pom
pous, self-im portant and point
less bureaucracy, rigged by a 
m inority -of* students for the 
benefit of that sam e m inority ; 
a bureaucracy, moreover, which  
is .far m ore concerned w ith  con
ferring prestige and grand de

lusions of power on those who  
“get involved” — i.e. who have 
nothing better to do w ith  their 
spare time than to sit on inter
m inable, boring “open-ended” 
(a far nice word than “unelec- 
ted” that) com m ittees — than  
w ith  the w elfare of its m em 
bers ?

To ask the question — and to 
pose it in such a b latantly  
slanted w ay—is to answ er it. 
The N U S is today, more so than  
ever before, a colossal and slan
derous deceit w hich a sm all 
elitist m inority m anages not 
m erely to m anipulate for its  
ow n (usually careerist) ends, 
but also to kid the m ajority of 
students that the whole exp en 
sive farce “is in  everyone’s in 
terests”.

Now, for those who. have a

political axe to grind, please 
note carefully  the phrase "small 
elitist m inority”. At one tim e 
—roughly speaking, from the 
late m id -six ties to the early  
mid-’seventies—it was possible 
and indeed plausible for Con
servatives to claim that N U S  
w as a w holly  Left-dom inated  
institution. And that, for them, 
w as sufficient reason to want to 
get out of it. But in the last 
half-dozen years an astonishing  
transformation has occurred. 
C onservatives have actually  
been w inning NUS posts in stu
dent elections. And so it w ill 
not come as an overw helm ing  
surprise to the more cynical 
reader to hear that, during 
roughly the same time-span, the 
official C onservative v iew  of 
N U S has lurched round to the 
“W ell, it’s not perfect, but . . .” 
angle.

And spiffing it most certainly  
is for those bureaucrats—w he
ther of Left, Right or Centre— 
who derive enjoym ent from  
participating in the fantasy  
world of N U S p o lit ic s : the 
phoney “conferences”, the sur
real “debates” and “votes”, the 
ludicrous “elections”, the sheer 
escapism  of it all. No doubt it 
does wonders for such people’s 
inflated egos, as w ell as provid
ing a launch-pad for their sub
sequent careers. The fact re
mains, however, that NUS bears

roughly the same relation to a 
trade union as m asturbation  
does to s e x : it can be quite 
good fun but is nothing like  
the real thing. U nfortunately it 
is the rest of us who are being 
asked to foot the bill for this 
particular form of self-indulg
ence.

Student grants are low er than, 
ever before in term s of purchas
ing power, fees for overseas 
students have gone up by sev
eral hundred per cent in the 
past five years, colleges are 
suffering from unprecedented  
cutbacks both in facilities and 
staff . . the list goes on. And  
what has NUS done about this? 
W ell, they’ve talked about it, 
passed resolutions about it, de
plored it—and done absolutely  
nothing. Of course, the Conser
vative students would have you  
believe that if they had been  
fu lly  in charge of N U S things 
would have been better. But 
w ait a m inute—didn't they vote 
for the self-sam e governm ent 
w hich is currently engaged in 
butchering higher education ?

The sad fact rem ains that one 
reason w hy education—particu
larly at college lev e l — is a 
prime target for econom ies is 
because virtually  no votes are 
to be lost in this area. W hat
ever fond illusions N U S lefties  
m ay have about “the working  
class”, no-one who has actually

talked to the latter can escape* 
the conclusion that most w ork
ers hate students.

A ll that NUS “does” for stu
dents is to reinforce this pre
judice—not just among workers^ 
but in the ran k s.o f the “ordi
nary, decent, hard-workingS* 
hardnosed pin-striped account
ants and City types whose re
sponse to Mr Elvis Costello's 
query, “W hat’s so funny 'bout 
peace, love and understanding?” 
is that it’s not tax-deductible.

“So w here do they  all com e  
from, these students ?” The 
answer must surely  be m ainly  
from the ranks of the well-off. 
In short, our future rulers. 
Perish the thought. In the  
m eantim e, if there are any stu
dents out there not already  
suffocated by the tides of g lossy  
pam phlets explaining w hy N U S  
is the best thing since sliced* 
bread, could they please try and  
do som ething which som e 
friends, and I tried to do at LSE  
(and failed) a couple of years, 
a g o : Get N U S off students’ 
backs. Let students fight their  
own battles. And if you think  
that w ould be “im practical” 
just answer this q u e stio n : 
Could anyone really  do less for 
students than NUS has m an
aged to do ? D oesn’t really  
need answering, now does it ?

dames Gaussen
(an ex-LSE studentV



THE UNION 
RESHUFFLED

*, i |  £ jHH 'y,,$ >»<* :

«99SI IS / ':'̂  >$x *  ̂̂  ̂  >./'•" — - << ' •- •#-! - v
H , 1 1  " '> /

fv, 
g”x •:.

:• :̂ :- < > x : :< v.> : <; ;•

:x:;:;x;:-: >*•:«•>:•:
Sf;:;¥

vm m

........ . x X'-//x̂.vw- 'v".voy -

B E A V E R E202
FINANCE (Sam  Kung and Bob Page) E203
GENERAL SECRETARY (Ed Jacob) E204
SENIOR TREASURER (K elvin  Baynton) E205
SOCIAL SECRETARY (Nick Goddard) E m
EXECUTIVE E207
W ELFARE E294, E295
PRINTING E296
RECEPTION E297
ADM IN OFFICER (M artine Mann) E2S8
SOCIETIES E299
SHOP & CATERING M ANAGERESS

(K ate S lay) E€4
S H O P Lower ground floor

of East Buildm g
B A R Ground floor o i

East Building
G R A D U A T E ’COMMON ROOM E300, E304
FLORRIES First floor of St.

Clements' Building'*
TV ROOM First floor,

East Building !
*M oving to East Building after Christmas. 
•)TV not yet installed.

The following is an up-to-date list of the  location of the 
various Union facilities. It is possible tha t  there may be a 
reshuffle of offices after Christmas, just  to confuse the 
situation more than ever.

BRIEFLY
SECRET AGENT
AVID followers of the rent 
strike (see Simon James on 
page one) will no doubt have 
formed their own impression of 
the various protagonists and 
will be able to decide for them
selves upon whether or not 
Mark Withers is more villainous  
than Ed Jacob or otherwise.  
Should anyone require a little 
assistance in assessing the status 
of the participants, this column  
is pleased to pass on Mr Martin 
Clavane’s view of Rosebery 
President Mr Lloyd Plenty. Mr 
Clavane, who has taken a con
siderable interest in the rent 
strike proceedings, accused Mr 
Plenty of being a “secret agent ”

SECRET SUPPORTER ?
Mr Martin Clavane does seem  

to be getting him self in the  
new s these days. Let no-one 
say that this newspaper fails to 
report his activities. A t the 
Rosebery H all Society m eeting  
w hich discussed the rent strike, 
Mr Clavane adm itted responsi
bility  for w riting an LSM leaflet 
which denounced Passfleld  
President Mark W ithers and 
Carr-Saunders President N eil 
A ngiers as “traitors” to the stu
dent cause. Two points are

w orthy of clarification: (a) W hy  
-is Mr Clavane w riting LSM  
leaflets w hen  professedly be
liev ing in Labour Club ideals as 
he sits on the execu tive Commit
tee in that club’s name; (b) if 
one can take Mr P len ty  as 
being in league w ith  the other 
tw o Presidents, w ho is the 
fourth man in this story?

SECRET AWARDS
I regret to announce that this 

session’s N ew  Y ear’s Honours 
List is not quite ?eady as a re
su lt of transport ydelays detain
ing our adjudicators in  the dark
est recesses of the Hall bars. 
The fu ll list -will, have to w ait 
until the n ext issue, but I am 
happy to declare the follow ing  
w in n e r s : The Liberal Party  
Award for Insignificance : Bea
ver D aily N ew s ‘(ubi E llio t? );  
The Tobias F. Rpse Prize for 
Dress Sense : D avid Rose and 
Paul B lacknell (joint w inners) ; 
The Ingram A w a r d : David
Bearman.

SECRET SLOGANS
A nyone the least- bit fam iliar  

w ith  the London School of Eco
nom ics w ill know  that there is 
a slogan (or fifteen) for every  
e v e n t : Basic R ights for Stu
dents ; N ationalise the Top Two 
Hundred ; FCS — The Radical 
A ltern a tiv e ; and, of course, 
M ake the Rich Pay for the

Crisis are exam ples w hich have  
gone down in hack history. This  
year, how ever, the em phasis 
seem s to have changed to lyri
cal observation. In a report on  
the structure of Union Commit
tees, a topic on w hich your cor
respondent has v i g o r o u s  
thoughts of his own and is a 
sure recipe for rigor m ortis 
before 30, the readership w as  
inform ed that there w as no  
action on Hall rents last term  
because “by this tim e the end  
of term  w as breathing down our 
necks and m aking love to m ost 
students.” N ow  no-one w ould  
send the G eneral Secretary’s 
Discussion D ocum ent to Pseud’s 
Corner, would they ?

SECRET ELECTION
One of #the advantages of 

w riting a regular personal 
colum n in a student new spaper  
is that one can include item s 
w hich one sees om itted else
where. In m y D eputy Return
ing Officer’s Report to Union  
last w eek (yes, the one w ith  33 
Regulations and two Schedules), 
there w as an unfortunate om is
sion. In Schedule 1 should ad
d itionally  be read G eneral 
Purposes Com m ittee (4 places). 
N om inations for this post are 
open and close at 1100 hours 
Thursday, 16th October.

K.H.

COMIC CUTS

U N IO N  INCOME  
DISCLOSED

The Senior Treasurer has just handed the figures for this 
year’s student levels and Union income to our news staff. He 
reports that there is a 12 | per cent increase in the number of 
students, making full-time figures of 3.551 members.

The per capita figure paid to the Union has been increased 
by 14.7 per cent to £39, which means that the total received from  
full-time students (or their grant-giving body) is £138,489. With 
approximately 450 part-time students at £13 each (another £5,850), 
the total Union income from the per capita ievy is approximately  
£140,000— an increase of 25 per cent on last year.

FROM OUR CUTS 
CORRESPONDENT

THE School is suffering severe  
financial difficulties and although  
students’ fees have increased, 
contingency plans have been  
discussed. Ideas such as the  
Director having a chauffeur- 
driven tandem  instead of the  
present car w ere quickly vetoed  
on the grounds that there w as  
insufficient room for passengers 
despite the additional parcel 
rack but a five point schem e 
was suggested.

(1) S elf sufficiency, an idea 
based on the programme of 
another bankrupt organisation. 
The main plan w as to turn N ew  
Malden into a m arket garden  
w ith  the A U  responsible for the 
produce. A. p ilot schem e could 
be set up to trap hot air gene
rated by lecturers to heat hot
houses. The Union m eeting  
could supply sufficient manure 
for fertiliser. L ivestock would  
be kept in Houghton Street 
although there w as a problem  
of cattle w andering through on

IRANIANS BANNED FROM HALL from page 1
irritation of some students with  
certain Iranian students and he 
did express concern about the 
tensions that might arise within  
the hall if there were a crisis 
over the hostage issue.”

Moghaddam, and many others 
who had resided in Roseberry 
during the summer term, denied 
all  knowledge of any “recent 
unhappy incidents” and pointed 
out that any anti-Iranian fee l
ing there would have come to  
the fore immediately after the 
abortive American rescue at
tempt when, in fact, no conflict 
occurred.

Another Iranian student, Ms 
Azita Bafekr, was also rejected 
by Badcock who claimed that  
this was because of the “two

year rufe”—which states that no 
student can reside in hall for 
more than two academic years. 
But he later accepted that 
Bafekr had in fact spent only 
one year and one term in hall.

Both Moghaddam and Bafekr 
have now been placed “on the 
waiting list” but see little hope 
of a place even under Rose- 
berry’s new warden. “Badcock 
gave too many students a defin
ite ofler of a place,” said Mog
haddam, “and there are still 
those with a guaranteed place 
\who can’t get in—the waiting  
list is virtually invalid.”

One Iranian student has now  
been admitted to the hall but 
Union General Secretary Ed 
Jacob considers this a “face sav

ing measure” to avoid possible 
public embarrassment for the 
School.

In an attempt to arrange a 
meeting between Badcock, Day 
and himself, Moghaddam was  
told by Day that there was “ab
solutely no question” of such a 
meeting being held. The letter 
continued :

“I do most earnestly suggest  
that you would be using your 
time to better advantage if you 
were to get down to the study 
to which I understand you in
tend to gevote this vacation, 
and about which you will  
shortly be receiving a letter in 
connection with your applica
tion for a fee waiver.”

Moghaddam does not intend 
to let the matter rest there.

to A ldw ych. The intention  is 
for the catering departm ent to 
use this produce and any excess  
to be sold. The caterers thought 
that students m ay have prob
lem s getting used to fresh food 
having been raised on uncooked  
tinned and frozen foods.

Porters w ould be in charge of 
hom e brew  (this stuff’s more 
real than real a le ).

(2) Tourist centre /  holiday  
camp, originally  suggested in  
connection w ith  m aking the  
U nion Shop “The Old Curiosity  
Shop” as im m ortalised by S. & 
B. W ebb. This schem e could be 
extended by turning the library  
into a leisure centre w ith  a ski 
slope and casino. A m assage 
parlour w as considered not con
ducive to good publicity. The 
basem ent of the library could 
be flooded n ext tim e the fire bri
gade v isited  to form an excel
lent sw im m ing pool. Camp 
beds would be provided in the 
East Building and Florries 
would be m ade into a four star 
restaurant. N ew  red uniform s 
w ould be provided for Porters. 
The D irector has offered to act 
as guide for those places people  
like to v isit but do not w ant to 
be seen in.

An approach could be m ade 
to divert Concorde to the LSE. 
Suggestions for “get away from  
it a ll” breaks include “W atch 
the British student w ork.” 
There w ould also be a summ er 
season starring Prof. M orishima 
and others.

(3) Selling  assets. Suggestions 
included the Court of Governors 
w ith  such notables as Sir Hugh  
W eldon, a very antique selec
tion (appeals to A m ericans). 
Could also ask if the Queen  
Mother w ould help and if the 
rest of the fam ily could be per
suaded to go w ith  gran. Pro
perty speculators are looking at 
Clare M arket building as the

m ost redundant building in  
London. An idea popularised  
by J. Gaussen, Esq., is  the con
version o f the library to Lon
don’s third airport.

(4) Begging. This com m on  
practice am ong students could  
be organised into a very  profit
able business under th e w ing of 
Prof. D ay acting as a la tter day  
Fagin. Other schem es included  
pick pocketing and chim ney  
sw eeping.

(5) Gambling. The intention  
w as to spend the last o f the 
m oney on prem ium  bonds and  
hope. H ow ever after paying  
consultants fees ( £ 250,000 plus 
expenses and VAT) there w as  
insufficient funds to buy the  
m inim um  £ 5  bond. This m oney  
now  does the pools.

A ny further suggestions: 
c /o  A  Sw iss Bank Account.
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NURSERY NEWS: by Elena Erlich 
SU Welfare Officer

M ANY people are rightly confused these days 
about what child-care facilities are available  
at the L.S.E. There is an L.S.E. nursery located  
in the Parish H all w hich takes children be
tw een  the ages of tw o and five years. The 
Students' Union also runs a half-term  playgroup  
for school-aged children. This year the October 
one w ill be from October 27th to N ovem ber 3rd. 
Please see m e if you w ant to use it.
Baby places

The real difficulty is placing children below  
the ages of two, henceforth called “babies”. 
The Students' Union jointly set up a nursery 
w ith  the Centre for Environm ental Studies 
(C.E.S.) over six  years ago and helped L.S.E. 
student parents use this facility  by offering 
two-thirds subsidy of the cost. In Septem ber 
last year, the Departm ent of the Environm ent 
threatened to., close the C.E.S. itself and this 
Septem ber im plem ented threatened cuts by 
im posing redundancies and preventing the 
C.E.S. from renew ing its lease on the premises.

What happened to the nursery ?
The nursery itself has been allow ed to 

rem ain in the T>uilding. The name has been  
changed from the C.E.S. Nursery to the Chan- 
clos Nursery. The nursery w ill be perm itted  
to remain there for three m onths and w e have 
already been asking for an extension  beyond  
th is date should a “benevolent” group which  
lik es nurseries take the new  lease on the entire  
building from after Christmas. M eanwhile, the 
Students’ Union continues to m ake available  
subsidies to parents of sm all babies -who re
quire this facility.
What is the future ?

Either the Chandos Nursery w ill be allow ed  
to continue or the L.S.E. nursery w ill need  
to be extended to cater for babies. The 
Students’ Union has long been involved in

negotiations w ith  the School on this subject. 
If the School m eets the conversion costs to 
m ake the current L.S.E. nursery suitable for 
babies, the Union has been prepared to transfer  
m oney from  the C.E.S. (or the Chandos Nursery  
as it is now called) to the L.S.E. nursery. Such  
a venture w ould  hopefully offer an increased  
number of places for babies of the students 
and staff of L.S.E. H opefully you w ill hear 
of long-awaited progress on this topic in the 
next issue of Beaver.

INTRODUCING JUDY!
Judy Collingwood, the new SU Welfare 

Assistant, available term-time only.
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Central London
Nighfline

YOU may have received the WRONG phone 
number for Nightline ; it’s actually

387 - 0680

We offer a talk and information service 
to students through the night. We are a 
diverse group of people, definitely not won
derful human beings who are so “sorted-out” 
and charitable that we are prepared to carry 
other people’s troubles. We are just students 
in London with some experience of the 
hassles that can entail.

WE OPERATE EVERY NIGHT BE
TWEEN 7 pm and 8 am at 3 Gower Place, 
WC1. So if you want to talk to someone  
or if  you want to join us, JUST PHONE  
387-0680, or CALL IN FOR A CUP OF 
COFFEE.

You don’t have to be special to do either.

UNION 
HARDSHIP 

FUNO .
NOW OPEN

Closing date for applications is 
30th October

Find out about Marketing Management
^ e W g M a m g e ^ and see if  it would suit you •  • •

total business
c.£20,000 p-a + car
■  i t .  T h is  p o sitio n  w i'l

^ i t o n  pound

S K S * h.b= r 'L ‘io1
'“ S . M “ kS ‘SM anager to joi . backed
board‘ n  b f a  company car and
The successfu l her important

d e m o n s t r a t e  a high ^  ^  general
degree o f  analytic a m anagem ent.
a n d  creative i

business geared up to
making things 
happen

SMITH

The demands of 
marketing management 
are high, but so are, 
the rewards - in job 
satisfaction and material 
terms. You can find out 
about the challenge of 
marketing management 
by spending five days 
on Procter & Gamble’s 
Marketing Vacation 
Course.

We are one of the most 
successful
manufacturers of fast 
moving consumer 

goods in the world and acknowledged leaders in the 
marketing management field. The UK Company markets 
such household names as Ariel, Fairy Liquid, Head & 
Shoulders, Crest, Flash, Daz and Camay.

Between 15th and 19th December we will be running an 
informal, but intensive, marketing management course 
for a group of final year undergraduates at our 
Head Office.
Full accommodation and all expenses will be paid. 
During the Course you will actively participate in 
business projects ranging from product development 
and consumer research to television advertising and 
in-store promotion. They will give you a real feel of 
the challenge, intellectual stimulation and enjoyment 
of marketing management, and insight into the 
broad range of activities involved. You will also 
have a chance to meet some of the wide variety of 
people with whom a marketing manager works.

If you are interested in learning about Marketing 
Management, you should apply as soon as possible.

Please ring Philip Spencer, reversing the charges on 
Newcastle upon Tyne 857141, or write to him c/o 
Brand Promotion Division, Procter & Gamble 
Limited, P.O. Box 1EE, Gosforth, Newcastle upon 
Tyne NE99 1EE. The closing date for applications is 
7th November 1980.

Interviews with applicants will be held at the University before the end of term.
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A new series in which  “Beaver” reporters interview famous, 
infamous and unknown LSE alumni. This week,  ALEX WYNTER  
talks to Civil Rights leader PATRICK KODIKARA.

PATRICK Kodikara represents an LSE tradition: m any students  come  
here from Third World countries to study politically highly-charged  
subjects, become politicized (or fu rther  politicized) as  a result and then  
go  on to  m ake contributions to  social advance in their own countries. 
Home stu d en ts  can always opt back into th e  system  once they leave the  
heady confines of th e  Union floor, but for th e  Third World student  
an y  social com m itm ent developed a t  th e  LSE is likely to  be reinforced  
©nee he or she  gets  home w here poverty is th e  norm rather than the  
exception.

B u t K o d ik a ra  is s till  h e re  in  
B r i ta in . H is  T h ird  W orld  is T o w er 
H a m le ts , H ack n ey , N ew ham , S o u th 
all, a n d  i t  is h e re  (in  T ow er H a m 
le ts  ' to  be p rec ise ) t h a t  he  now  
w orks a n d  ex erc ises  b o th  h is  socia l 
a n d  p o litic a l co m m itm e n t. So i t  w as 
in  som e se n se  in e v ita b le  t h a t  he  
w ould en d  u p  w o rk in g  n o t  on ly  fo r  
m a te r ia l  a d v an c e  b u t a lso  fo r  c iv il 
r ig h ts  a m o n g s t th e  B r i t is h  b lack  
co m m u n ity .

K o d ik a ra  is a lso  e x ce p tio n a l a s  a n  
L S E  a lu m n u s  in  t h a t  h e  c am e  to  
•study a  p ra c tic a l  sk ill—th e  d ip lo m a 
in  A pplied  S ocia l S tu d ie s— a n d  h a s  
b een  a socia l w o rk e r e v e r s ince . "As 
.a so c ia lis t, m y  c o m m itm e n t h a s  
a lw ays been  to  socia l w ork a n d  I ’ve 
n e v e r  re a lly  c o n sid e re d  d o in g  a n y 
th in g  else, th o u g h  I  do  h a v e  re s e r 
v a tio n s  a b o u t th e  field. F o r  ex am p le , 
th e re  a re  a lw ay s  e lem en ts  o f so c ia l 
c o n tro l in v o lv ed .’’ B u t K o d ik a ra  
does n o t  a cc e p t t h a t  socia l w o rk ers  
a re  h o ld in g  th e  lid  dow n on  a 
p o te n tia lly  re v o lu tio n a ry  s itu a tio n . 
“ I  w ould p re fe r  to  th in k  t h a t  socia l 
c h a n g e  w ill com e a b o u t n o t b ecause  
peop le  a re . re a lly  dow n a n d  o u t or 
s ta rv in g  b u t  th ro u g h  a w are n e ss ."

P ro b ab ly  th e  socia l c h a n g e  w h ich  
K o d ik a ra  w ould  m o s t like  to  see 
com e a b o u t is  a n  e n d  to  ra c ism  in  
th is  co u n try . W h en  he  f ir s t  a rr iv e d  
in  1961, a  tim e  w hen  th e  level of 
C o m m o n w e a lth  im m ig ra tio n  w as 
very  h ig h , h e  w as conscious of

b e in g  su rro u n d e d  by a  h o s tile  en v i
ro n m e n t. " F o r  t h a t  re a so n , I  u sed  
to  sp en d  a  lo t  of tim e  a t  th e  LSE, 
in  th e  lib ra ry  o r  one of th e  c a n 
teen s . b ecau se  i t  w as re a lly  th e  on ly

“ I hope that social change 
will come about not because 
people are starving but 
through awareness”

p lace  w h ere  I  f e l t  c o m fo rta b le  a n d  
a t  h o m e .” F o r  h im ( u n lik e  so m a n y  
o th e r  fo re ig n  s tu d e n ts  over th e  
y ears, L S E  w as a c tu a lly  a  h o sp it
ab le  p lace.

K o d ik a ra ’s f ir s t  b ru sh  w ith  a u th o 
r ity  cam e in  S in g ap o re , w here  he  
w orked  fo r th re e  y e a rs  im m ed ia te ly  
a f te r  g ra d u a tin g . H e becam e in 
volved in  p o litic a l s tr ik e s  a g a in s t  
th e  g o v e rn m e n t a n d  w as effectively  
"ex p e lled ” fro m  th e  new ly  in d e p e n 
d e n t  s ta te . W h en  h e  re tu rn e d  to  
B r i ta in  he  d id  n o t r e s tr ic t  h im se lf  
to  h is  p ro fess io n a l d u tie s  a s  a  socia l 
w orker in  L ond o n  b u t becam e in 
volved in  p o litic a l a c tiv ity  fo r  b lack  
civil r ig h ts . B y 1978, a  tu rn in g  p o in t 
b o th  fo r  h im  a n d  fo r  ra c e  re la tio n s  
in  B rita in , h is  in flu en ce  w as b eg in 
n in g  to  be fe lt.

“I n  1978 th e re  w ere five ra c ia l  
k illin g s  in  th e  sp ace  of a b o u t fo u r

m o n th s  in  th e  E a s t  E n d  a lo n e : tw o 
in  T ow er H am le ts , one in  N ew ham , 
one  in  H ack n ey  a n d  one  in  S o u th a ll. 
W e fe l t  t h a t  th e  s i tu a tio n  h a d  com e 
to  a  p e ak  a n d  th e  p o litic ia n s  w ere 
g lo ssin g  over th e  re a lity . T h a t  w as 
th e  f ir s t  tim e  d u r in g  m y w ork w ith  
th e  b lack  c o m m u n ity  t h a t  I  rea lized  
ju s t  howr m u ch  b lack  people  h a d  
to  be in  th e  fo re f ro n t  -of th e i r  ow n 
s tru g g le . So in  th e  B rick  L an e  a re a , 
we o rg an ized  a  b lack  w o rk e rs ’ 
s tr ik e  a n d  g o t a b o u t 10,000 people 
o u t fo r one day.

“T h e  s e t t in g  up  of th e  b lack  
p eo p le ’s d e fen ce  co m m itte e  a t  t h a t  
tim e  w as a  fu r th e r  d e v e lo p m en t in  
te rm s  of g a in in g  con fidence . T h e  
B ric k  L an e  B en g a li co m m u n ity , fo r 
ex am p le , w as b e in g  rea lly  k icked  
a ro u n d  . . . th e i r  ho m es w ere oeing 
a tta c k e d  a n d  th e y  w ere being  
a s sa u lte d  in  th e  s tre e t , so we 
o rg an ized  g ro u p s  of peop le  to  
d e fe n d  th e  a re a , a n d  I  m e a n  physi
cally d efen d . O ne n ig h t  a  g ro u p  of 
a b o u t 15 w h ite  y o u th s  a tta c k e d  a 
h o u se  fu ll of B en g a lis  so we ac tu a lly  
p h y s ica lly  w 'ent dow n th e re  in  la rg e  
n u m b e rs . I t  d id n ’t  h a p p e n  a g a in .”

O u t of su ch  in c id e n ts , o u t o f th e  
s te a d y  d e te r io ra tio n  in  re la tio n s  
b e tw een  th e  b lack  co m m u n ity  a n d  
th e  police fo rce  a n d  o u t of le g is la 
t io n  like th e  1979 Im m ig ra tio n  A ct 
( th e  so -called  " fian ces  ru le ” w h ich  
b a r re d  n o n -B rit ish  b o rn  w om en  
fro m  b r in g in g  th e i r  f ian ces  o r h u s 
b a n d s  in to  th e  c o u n try  a n d  w as 
d ire c te d  a g a in s t  th e  la s t  re m a in in g  
so u rce  of p r im a ry  im m ig ra tio n  in to  
B r ita in )  c am e  th e  s e tt in g  up  th is  
y e a r  of a n  o rg a n iz a tio n  of w h ich  
K o d ik a ra  w as a fo u n d e r  m e m b e r: 
th e  B lack  P eo p le ’s C o n v en tio n .

Im m ig ra n t  le ad e rs  h a v e  long  
h o p ed  fo r su ch  a n  u m b re lla  civil 
r ig h ts  o rg a n iz a tio n , like  th e  
N a tio n a l U rb a n  L eag u e  in  th e  U S, 
w h ic h  w ould in c lu d e  re p re se n ta tiv e s  
fro m  a n d  w ork  fo r th e  r ig h ts  o f a ll 
th e  v a rio u s  e th n ic  m in o r itie s  in  
B r ita in . B u t th e  v e ry  c u ltu ra l  
d iv e rs ity  of B r i ta in ’s im m ig ra n t 
p o p u la tio n  h a s  h i th e r to  m ad e  th is  
im possib le. T h a t  i t  cam e  a b o u t th is  
y e a r  K o d ik a ra  p u ts  dow n p a r tly  to  
B r i ta in ’s c o n tin u in g  econom ic d ec
lin e  (w h ich  fo m e n ts  ra c ism ) a s  well 
a s  th e  fa c to rs  m e n tio n e d  above. B u t 
fro m  D ay  O ne, B PC  wras  a  c o n tro 
v e rs ia l body . . .  its  decis ion  to  
exclude  w h ite s  a n d  th e  p re ss  fro m  
its  in a u g u ra l  m ee tin g  drew  c ritic ism  
n o t on ly  fro m  r ig h t-w in g  m ed ia  b u t 
a lso  fro m  "W e st In d ia n  W o rld ” 
n ew sp ap e r , w h ich  c ritic ized  th e  
C o n v en tio n 's  decis ion  to  ca ll on  a ll 
B r i t is h  b lack s  to  w ith h o ld  non-ob li- 
g a to ry  co -o p e ra tio n  fro m  th e  police 
a n d  b o y co tt th e  C o m m issio n  fo r  
R a c ia l E q u a lity .

B u t K o d ik a ra  firm ly  d en ies  t h a t  
th e  B PC  is e i th e r  ra c is t  o r s e p a ra -

WANT A JO B ?
THE Careers Advisory Service a t the LSE Is an  
institution  which deals with som e of th e  more mer
cenary aspects  of university education. It serves  
stu d en ts  a ttem p tin g  to find their own capitalistic  
niche in the vastly com petitive job market.

At present, the office is located, or hidden (con
sidering the difficulty in actually finding it,) on th e  
fifth floor of Bank Chambers, the building opposite  
th e  Royalty Theatre. The Service will find more  
accessible accom m odation  after  th e  Christm as vaca
tion when it moves to th e  third floor of the East 
Building. However, after one has actually found the  
office, one discovers th at the quest has been worth
while.

T h e  c a re e rs  l ib ra ry  h o ld s  a  w ide ra n g e  of d e ta ile d  
in fo rm a tio n  on  g ra d u a te  em p lo y m en t. T h is  in 
fo rm a tio n  is a v a ilab le  to  a ll s tu d e n ts  a t  L SE  w ho 
w ish  to  brow se th ro u g h  th e  re le v a n t files. T h e re  
a re  tw o in fo rm a tio n  s ta ff , A n ita  a n d  W endy , w ho 
a re  av a ilab le  fo r  lo c a tio n  o f specific  in fo rm a tio n . 
T h e re  a re  a lso  tw o c a re e rs  ad v iso rs , A n n e  a n d  M ike, 
w ho c a n  be seen  by a p p o in tm e n t fo r  g e n e ra l g u id an ce . 
S ince  th e  c a re e rs  in fo rm a tio n  is in  se lf-h e lp  fo rm , 
s tu d e n ts  w ith  d e te rm in e d  g o a ls  w ould  g e n e ra lly  n o t 
n eed  ad v iso rs. H ow ever, s tu d e n ts  w ho  a re  u n su re  
a b o u t th e ir  fu tu r e  a n d  w a n t to  o r ie n ta te  th e m se lv e s  
to  on e  jo b  m a rk e t  do  n e ed  to  see th e  c a re e rs  ad v iso rs. 
T h e re  is on ly  one  th in g  specifica lly  to  k eep  in  m in d  
w h en  u s in g  th is  se rv ice  — i t  on ly  ad v ises  a n d  does 
n o t  o b ta in  jo b s  fo r  an y o n e .

T h e  serv ice  ru n s  s e m in a rs  d u r in g  th e  a u tu m n  
te rm . I t  a lso  w elcom es s tu d e n t  so cie ties  to  a r ra n g e  
se m in a rs , fo r  w h ich  i t  is w illing  to  g e t g u e s t 
sp e a k e rs  o r  firm s. I t  a lso  ru n s  a  g ra d u a te  re c ru i t 
m e n t p ro g ra m m e  in  th e  L e n t te rm , w h en  som e of th e  
la rg e r  firm s v is it th e  L SE . A cco rd in g  to  A nne  A van t, 
o ne  of th e  ad v ise rs , th e re  a re . tw o m a in  tim es  fo r 
jo b  in te rv ie w s  writh  firm s. T h e y  a re  u su a lly  h e ld  
e i th e r  d u r in g  th e  L e n t te rm  o r d u r in g  Ju n e -Ju ly  
a f te r  ex am s. So s tu d e n ts  w ho w a n t to  m ak e  b e s t 
use  of th e  serv ice  sh o u ld  s t a r t  u s in g  i t  ju s t  b e fo re  th e  
su m m e r v a c a tio n  o f th e i r  seco n d  year.

W h ile  th is  se rv ice  c a te rs  fo r  g ra d u a te s  q u ite  
effic ien tly , i t  does n o t  h a v e  m u c h  in  te rm s  o f p a r t-  
t im e  w ork  fo r f ir s t  o r seco n d  y e a r  s tu d e n ts . T h o u g h  
th e re  is a  file on  p a r t- t im e  v acan c ie s  k e p t in  th e  
office, th e  n u m b e r  o f jo b s  is lim ited . T h e  v a r ie ty  is 
lim ited , too, as  is  ex em plified  by  th e  in c lu s io n  of 
“m o re  w rite rs  n eed ed  fo r B e a v e r” in  t h a t  file. H ow 
ever, if  one keeps a n  eye on  th e  c a re e rs  n o tic e b o a rd  
b eside  th e  o ld  th e a t re ,  on e  c a n  so m etim es  fin d  in 
te re s t in g  te m p o ra ry  w ork.

D esp ite  i ts  sh o rtc o m in g s  in  te rm s  of in fo rm a tio n  
on  p a r t- t im e  w ork, th e  c a re e rs  serv ice  does a  m u c h  
n e ed e d  jo b  fo r g ra d u a tin g  s tu d e n ts . I t  sh o u ld  th e re 
fo re  be u tilise d  fo r  m a x im u m  g a in s , e sp ec ia lly  s in ce  
th e  f r ie n d ly  s ta ff  is alw 'ays g lad  to  see people.

ALOK VAJPEYl
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Patrick Kodikara  
(inset, Brick Lane 
s tree t  scene).

t is t .  ‘T t ’s n o th in g  of 
th e  so rt. W e w a n t
a llia n c e s  w ith  th e  w h ite  
le f t  a n d  p ro g ress iv e
m o v e m e n t — we do  n o t  
fe e l t h a t  o u r  s tru g g le  w ill be 
w on e n tire ly  on  o u r own. B u t in  th e se  
a llia n ce s  we h av e  to  be a s  eq u a ls  
w ith  e q u a l s ta tu s  a n d  th is  m e an s  
o u r  ow n o rg a n iz a tio n . I t  is to  
ach iev e  th a t  th a t  we s e t u p  a  
s e p a ra te  g roup , b u t  s e p a ra te n e s s  to  
ach iev e  u n ity .”

" In  th e  p a s t  we h av e  been  p a t 
ro n ized  a n d  even  ex p lo ited  by th e  
w h ite  le f t— in  a  b e n ig n  so r t  of w ay

“When it suits the white 

Left a black issue is impor

tant ; when it doesn’t we 

are relegated to second

place”

b u t e x p lo ita tio n  n ev e rth e le ss . I n  
te rm s  of th e  w ay issues re la t in g  to 
b lack  people  h av e  been  p icked  up  
a n d  acco rd ed  p rio rity , w hen  it  su its  
th e  w h ite  le f t  a  b lack  issue  is 
im p o r ta n t, w h en  i t  d o e sn ’t  we a re  
re le g a te d  to  second  p lace .” A nd of 
co u rse  n o t a l l  th e  g ro u p s in  th e  
B PC  a re  on  th e  le f t . . . "W e all 
recogn ize  th e  s t r e n g th  of th e  w ork
ing  c la ss  b u t we a r e n ’t  n ecessa rily  
to g e th e r  o n  th e  b asis  of a so c ia lis t 
p h ilo sophy . W e h av e  a lo t of m is
g iv in g s  a b o u t th e  deg ree  of w ork ing  
c lass  ra c ism  w h ich  b lack s  su ffer 
because  of th e  p ro x im ity  in  w h ich  
th e y  live, so th e re  a re  th o se  of us 
w ho feel t h a t  a n  a llia n ce  betw een  
b lack s  a n d  th e  w h ite  w ork ing  c lass 
is n o t on  because  ra c ism  is so l i f e  
w ith in  th e  w ork ing  c lass. B u t t h a t ’s 
a  s h o r t  te rm  re a li ty  w h ich  we h av e  
to  g e t over becau se  th e  w ork ing  
c la ss  is o u r n a tu r a l  a lly .”

As th e  L a b o u r P a r ty ’s in te rn a l  
d e b a te  w as very  m u ch  in  th e  new s, 
I  fe lt  it  a p p ro p r ia te  to  a sk  K o d ik a ra  
w h e th e r  h e  th o u g h t th e re  w as a  
s ig n if ic a n t d ifference  be tw een  th e  
tw o m a jo r  p a r t ie s  on  race  . . .

-■X
"U p  u n til  now , no. E v en  th o u g h  

I  am  a  m e m b e r of th e  L ab o u r P a r ty  
m yself, th e  le a d e rs h ip  h a s  b een

sp e a k in g  
w i t h  a  

fo rk ed  to n g u e  
o n  ra c e  a n d  h a s  

b een  a s  g u ilty  a s  
/  th e  C o n se rv a tiv e s  

in  som e w ays, th e  
1968 leg is la tio n  fo r exam ple . T h e n  
th e re  a re  peop le  like M erly n  R ees . . 
-today he  say s  th e re  is a  case  fo r  
th e  a b o litio n  of sus, b u t h e  w as 
H om e S e c re ta ry  fo r fo u r y e a rs  a n d  
w h a t d id  he  do? N o th in g . A lth o u g h  
th e  p a r ty  its e lf  say s  one  th in g  a t  
C o n fe ren ce , th e  le a d e rs h ip ’s im p le 
m e n ta t io n  o f th o se  d ec is io n s  h a s  
been  to ta lly  d iffe re n t a n d  th a t 's  
w hy  th e  c u r r e n t  c o n s t i tu t io n a l  
d e b a te  on a c c o u n ta b ility  is so  
im p o r ta n t .”

B u t c a n  th e re  ev er be ju s t  im m ig 
ra t io n  law  in  a  developed  socie ty?  
K o d ik a ra  th in k s  n o t. "As a  so c ia lis t, 
I  d o n ’t  believe in  im m ig ra tio n  law s 
becau se  I  believe very  s tro n g ly  in  
th e  free  m o v em en t of la b o u r ac ro ss  
borders . B u t I  recogn ize  t h a t  m o s t 
peop le  in  th is  c o u n try  a re  n o t re a d y  
ev en  to  c o n te m p la te  th e  s c ra p p in g  
of im m ig ra tio n  c o n tro l a lto g e th e r  
a n d  I ’m  p re p a re d  to  go a lo n g  w ith  
t h a t  if c o n tro ls  a re  p u re ly . 100 p e r  
c e n t  on  a  n o n -ra c ia l basis. T h e  
p a tr ia l i ty  c lau se  in  th e  1971 Im m ig 
ra t io n  A ct e n sh r in e d  rac ism  in  a  
law  fo r th e  f ir s t  tim e  in  th is  
c o u n try .”

H e is  a lso  scep tica l a b o u t th e  
T U C : " T h e  T U C  cou ld  h av e  been  a  
very  im p o r ta n t  fo rce  in  b r in g in g  
a b o u t ra c ia l  e q u a lity  b u t th e y  too  
h a v e  d ra g g e d  th e i r  fe e t .” C learly , 
th e  L e ft com es o u t of K o d ik a ra ’s 
a n a ly s is  p re t ty  bad ly . A nd  a l th o u g h  
h e  e m p h a tic a lly  d en ies  t h a t  B P C  is 
a s e p a ra t is t  m o v em en t, i t  does see m  
to  h a v e  m ad e  a  fo rm a l b re a k  w ith  
le f t  g roups. As f a r  a s  h e  is c o n 
cern ed , th e  A n ti N azi L eag u e , 
fo r exam ple, u sed  u p  a ll its  c re d it  
b ack  in  1978 w h en  i t  re fu sed  to  
a s s is t  local re s is ta n c e  to  a  N a tio n a l 
F r o n t  m a rc h  th ro u g h  th e  B ric k  
L an e  a re a , h o ld in g  a  c a rn iv a l in  
B rockw ell P a rk , S o u th  L o n d o n  
in s te ad .

B u t if  a n d  w h en  th e  new  C o n v en 
tio n  g e ts  off th e  g ro u n d , K o d ik a ra , 
a s  one o f its  le ad e rs , cou ld  becom e 
a fig u re  of co n s id e rab le  n a t io n a l  
im p o rta n c e . W a tc h  fo r  a  re c a ll o f 
th e  C o n v e n tio n ’s a ffilia ted  g ro u p s  
n e x t  sp rin g .

IN A FORTNIGHT, 
MERLYN REES



On these two pages, 

their not alwags favourable impressions 

of first encounters of the L.S.E. kind

THROUGH THICK
GLASSES. . .
ALTHOUGH we all come to the LSE for 
roughly the same reasons — to study the social 
sciences, to feel the pulse of world politics and 
to share ideas and good times with people from 
vastly different cultures—we are all most im
mediately impressed with that marvellous con
traption found in the Clare Market building— 
the doorless lift. Certainly no postgraduate can 
be too mature nor any undergraduate too pre
occupied not to allow for an extra trip through 
the building for the sole purpose of summoning 
the childlike glee we can still get from un
restricted play on such a thing.

Of course, such joyous m oments pass quickly  
in present-day London and we can find our
selves deposited back into the brutish world  
of strikes, inflation and m issiles. It is only  
then that a second attraction of LSE reveals 
itself. Less obvious than a lift w ith  no doors, 
LSE’s sense of self-importance and self-confi
dence is far more significant and, perhaps, in
effable. It strikes me as rather cocky, for 
exam ple, for a school to solicit essays from  
prominent alumni praising their alma mater, — 
bind the responses into volumes, charge lots 
of m oney for each, and expect people to buy 
it. The LSE did, it does, and people, I guess, do.

I suppose that the LSE does have certain 
bragging rights. Its pedigree, to cite but one 
reason, is- spotless. Eighty-five years ago, the 
School w as founded by Sidney and Beatrice 
Webb, whose intellectual integrity and social 
conscience gave the LSE both an academic and

a social mission, More recently, names like 
Laski’s have reiterated the School’s purpose 
and reasserted its excellence.

Yet life  for the LSE has never been easy. 
Tucked away in a narrow street,, LSE has had 
definite restrictions placed on its physical 
growth. Today, the parameters of growth have 
been more significantly lim ited by insensitive 
governm ents which risk destroying the demo
graphic and academic balance that earns the 
LSE international respect. Most im pressive 
amongst all the adversity, though, is the 
School’s determination to follow  its own course. 
We were reassured by Professor Dahrendorf at 
his address to new students when he said that 
the LSE would not acquiesce to Thatcherism.

The spirit of self-im portance also hovers 
over student union m eetings. Alongside the 
airplanes and insults there exists a serious 
atmosphere. The debate over a rent strike was 
not, as takes place in US universities, a casual 
exercise in democracy, like first grade elections. 
It was an impassioned and informed plea by 
•at least some of those present for a policy 
which they thought would have an impact on 
the School and its students.

These observation, as perhaps you can tell, 
are those of a student, adm ittedly one w ith  
rather thick glasses, who has been at LSE for 
one week. I m ean them neither as criticism  
or praise since I haven’t made up m y mind  
yet. If I’m w ay off course, give me time. LSE 
can be a confusing place.

MY life at LSE began w ith  the Freshers’ Conference. I w as 
looking forward to the conference and w as delighted that the  
Students’ Union had seen fit to organise such an occasion. I feel 
that as LSE is not a campus university and at first its buildings 
represent one big mass of confusion and corridors to any first- 
year student, it is v ita lly  important that som e extra-curricular 
events are organised for the newcomers. This is particularly true 
for those like me who w ere not fortunate enough to be given a 
place in Hall. So, a ll credit to the Students’ Hosts for m aking  
a lot of effort to such good effect. The nature of the conference 
w as such that there w as loads of tim e for just chatting and 
relaxing. Somehow, w hen contem plating one’s arrival at Univer
sity, it is so easy to get enveloped in your anxiety about the 
unknown that you forget that everyone else w ill be in exactly  
the same position.

In months to come, I think m y most lasting m em ory of LSE  
w ill be of queues. There are queues everyw here and for every
thing. Queuing for three-quarters of an hour for m y grant, only  
to discover that it had not arrived, w as pretty demoralising. 
Equally disappointing w as queuing for one thing only to arrive 
at the desk and discover that another vital bit of paper w as 
essential before Paper A w as available and that w as w hy the  
next-door queue, w hich I thought I had avoided, was so long. 
But generally people in the queues were pretty helpful and 
friendly. In fact I have a vague suspicion that the queues are 
a plot by the super-efficient administration to get people talking  
to one another.

One of the m ost encouraging things so far has been the 
Freshers’ Fair. H aving been forewarned that hours of actual 
tuition were kept to a minimum and that we would be left w ith  
loads of spare tim e, it w as really pleasing to see that there is 
so much to do, and so m any interesting things going on. It is  
obvious that the degree of involvem ent is entirely up to us (as 
was repeated so m any tim es), but I cannot believe that there 
is not at least one thing that appeals to everybody. A ll sorts 
of cliches come to mind right now—along the lines of getting- 
out-of-something-what-you-put-into-it, but I suppose cliches like  
that are only cliches because they are true. Obviously, the warm  
and wonderful time w e hope for at LSE is not going to be handed  
to us on a plate, but at least the potential for a good tim e is there.

It is hard to conclude a piece such as this as I do not f e e l  
as though any kind of ending is im m inent — I am on ly  just 
beginning. Suffice to say that so far at LSE I have been anxious, 
interested, pissed, lost, nervous and encouraged.

Now  am I optim istic ?

m e
fs. Oo
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ON an autumnal afternoon, two 
devoted pilgrims set off on their 
quest for the truth. After many 
hours of drinking only motor
way junglejuice, tigermeat and 
cucumber sarnies, they beheld 
the mesmeric l i g h t  of the 
LSE. They were overcome by 
its minarets and the Messianic 
figure of “little Ralf” (so near, 
yet so f a r !).

The major initiation into this 
select order involved participa
tion in a strange clandestine an
nual ritual known as the 
“Freshers’ Fair.” This care-
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fully preserved tradition in
volved avoiding as many clan 
leaders as possible, the penalty 
for capture being forfeiture of 
silver tokens in exchange for 
symbolic insignia.

Since LSE is somewhat geo
graphically remote from Ganga, 
the High Priesthood have de
vised a method of compensa
tion — an elixir of life whose  
secret is kept deep within the 
bowels of Dahrendorf’s pent
house. Deep in the dead of 
night when the moon is full, 
barrels of the brew are heard 
rolling mysteriously towards 
the spas of “The Beaver’s Re
treat” and “The Three Tuns” 
bar. When dawn breaks, hun
dreds of students with their tra
ditional ironed denim robes flock

TO
towards the spas clutching the 
Holy Book - “Class and Class 
Conflict in Industrial Society”, 
gaining sustenance before at
tempting to locate and decipher 
the disguised timetables.

Another system adopted by 
the higher echelons of the 
Priesthood for testing the resil
ience of LSE devotees is the 
playing of the ancient begin- 
ning-of-term game known as 
“let them guess when the lec
tures s ta r t !”

The “Freshers’ Week” festival 
must be undergone to test stu

dents’ suitability for life within 
the sect.

After these many trials, our 
two pilgrims emerged from 
novicehood to become full
members of the order and 
preach their teachings to in
fidels in the outside world.

FRESHERS JUMP AT UNION BUILDING OPENING.

SERGIO PERIGINELLI
A S fre sh e rs  w an d ered  a im lessly  
th ro u g h  th e  d a u n tin g  m aze  of LSE, 
th e i r  a t te n t io n  w as o ccasio n a lly  
d ire c te d  to w a rd s  th e  AU. Som e h a d  
th o u g h t  t h a t  th e  AU w as a  v u lg a r  
a d d re ss  u n ti l  th e y  d iscovered  th e  
L SE . O th e rs  h a d  th e  dub ious 
p le a su re  of h e a r in g  th e  U n io n  
P r e s id e n t’s  m u m b lin g s  a t  th e  
F r e s h e r s ’ C o n fe ren ce , w here  h e  
re v e a le d  h is  ex ten siv e  know ledge 
u s in g  o n ly  vow els acco m p an ied  by 
th e  odd “h ” a n d  “m .”

O n  M o nday  th e  u n lu ck y  ones 
w ho  s tu m b le d  in to  th e  gym  w ere 
e n tic ed  in to  jo in in g  v a rio u s  clubs. 
W a rn in g  l ig h ts  w h ich  f la sh e d  in  
th e i r  m in d s  say in g  “T h is  is  go ing  
to  c o s t m e,” an d , “I ’m  go ing  to  
r e g re t  th is ,” w ere ig n o red  an d , a s  
if  d ra w n  by som e irre s is tib le  
force, th e y  jo in ed  th e  queues.

T h e  level of i l l i te ra c y /n u m b e r  of 
b lin d  s tu d e n ts  seem s to  h a v e  
in c re ase d  s in ce  few er n o tices  w ere 
h eed ed  a n d  en d less  e x p la n a tio n s  
w ere th e  o rd e r  of th e  day. S u g g es
tio n s  t h a t  th e  SU  issue  a n  A -z  on  
h o w  to  re a d  n o tice s  a n d  t h a t  new  
m em b ers  receive  a  bib a n d  dum m y  
w ere  p u t  fo rw ard . T h e  s itu a t io n  w as 
a g g ra v a te d  by th e  f a c t  t h a t  officials 
k new  a  lo t  a b o u t one s p o r t  b u t 
l i t t le  a b o u t th e  re s t. T h e y  k new  th e  
c a p ta in  b u t  n o t  how  to  c o n ta c t 
h im ; w h e re  th e  c lub  m e t b u t  n o t 
w h en ; a n d  o th e r  s ig n if ic a n t tr iv ia .

H a v in g  jo in ed  th e  m a n y  clubs, 
f re sh e rs  rea lized  t h a t  i t  m ig h t be 
a n  id e a  to  buy  som e eq u ip m en t. By 
som e m iracu lo u s  co in c id en ce  th e re  
w as a  sa le  o f sp o rts  e q u ip m e n t in  
th e  gym  t h a t  very  day. H a n d s  
c law ed  in to  p rev io u sly  u n d is tu rb e d  
d e p th s  o f pockets  a n d  m ou ldy  
p o u n d  n o te s  once a g a in  m e t th e  
l ig h t  o f day . K itte d  ou t, th e y  w en t 
off to  see  w h en  " th in g s ” h a p p e n e d  
a n d  fo u n d  th a t  sp o rts  w ere m o stly  
p lay ed  o n  W edn esd ay s, so on ly  one 
sp o r t a t  a  tim e  w as possib le. 
A nnoyed  th e y  a p p ro a c h e d  “h e lp fu l” 
officials. A ty p ic a l ex am p le :

F re s h e r :  As I  c a n ’t  p lay  b o th

sp o rts , c a n  I  g e t a  re fu n d  on m y
m em b ersh ip ?

O fficial: I  c a n ’t  h e lp  you . . . t r y  
see in g  th e  p re s id e n t.

F re s h e r :  W h ere ’s  he?
(T h e  official looks a ro u n d  . . .)

O fficial: G o n e  off som ew here.
P ro b ab ly  c h a s in g  sheep , you know , 
o n e -m a n ’s -m e a t a n d  a ll th a t .  T ry  
th e  tre a su re r , th o u g h  you m ig h t 
n eed  a c ro w b ar ’cau se  h e ’s a  b it 
tig h t- f is te d .

O n  th e  fo llow ing  d ay s  th e y  
a t te n d  th e  t r ia ls  . . . a n d  tr ib u la 
tio n s . M uscles u n e x e rc ise d  fo r  
m o n th s  a n d  lu n g s  p o llu te d  by 
sm oke  w ere ex p ec ted  to  p e rfo rm  th e  
su p e rh u m a n  ta s k  of m ov in g  a  
flabby  o v e rw eig h t body a t  speeds 
u n th o u g h t  of tw o  w eeks befo re . F o r  
m o s t i t  w as to o  m u c h  a n d  s tiff  a n d  
a c h in g  a th le te s  w ere r ife  a t  LSE. 
M o tto —G o tra in in g !  A t le a s t  you 
d o n ’t  h av e  to  sw e a r a t  th e  m ir ro r  
a f te rw a rd s .

MARARET 

CAMERON-WALLER

A F T E R  only  a  few  h o u rs  a t  th e  
LSE, I  decided  th a t  I  h a d  a rriv e d  
a t  a  p lace  to ta lly  d iffe ren t fro m  
a n y  o th e r  u n iv e rs ity  I  h a d  v isited . 
F irs tly , H o u g h to n  S tr e e t  s u r ro u n 
ded  on  a ll s ides by h ig h -r ise  b u ild 
in g s  re m in d e d  m e cf la rg e  office 
blocks. I  w as fa s c in a te d  by th e  
u tiliz a tio n  of a ll av a ilab le  u n its  of 
sp ace  an d , a d d itio n a lly , th e  n eed  
to  clim b over lo n g  p la n k s , th ro u g h  
w ood sh a v in g s  a n d  to  avoid  p a in t-  
b u ck e ts  in  p assag ew ay s  w as 
am u sin g .

M y f ir s t  w eek involved  jo in in g  a n  
en d less  se ries  of queues. T h e re  w ere 
lo n g  queu es  fo r  lu n ch , bodies 
sp raw led  acro ss  s ta irw a y s  w a itin g  
to  be re g is te re d  a n d  th e re b y  con
s id e red  official a n d  a lso  a  sm a lle r  
g ro u p  w a itin g  fo r  lo cker keys. M y 
m o st e x a s p e ra t in g  m o m e n t cam e 
a f te r  w a itin g  in  th e . lo n g e s t queue 
o f a ll—fo r  g r a n t  cheques. I  re a c h e d

th e  p ay  w indow  on ly  to  d iscover
th a t  m y g ra n t  h a d  n o t a rriv ed !

O nce a rm e d  w ith  m y re g is tra tio n  
c a rd , I  v e n tu re d  in to  th e  m o s t fo r
m id a b le  of a ll L SE  b u ild in g s—th e  
lib ra ry . I t  p roved  to  be im pressive  
in  th e  n u m b e r of books av a ilab le  
a n d  d a u n tin g  in  th e  sen se  t h a t  I  
w o n d ered  w h e th e r  I  w ould  ever 
acq u ire  th e  re q u ired  in fo rm a tio n , 
p a r t ic u la r ly  a f te r  being  u sed  to  a  
h ig h  schoo l lib ra ry  w here  m o s t 
books seem ed  to  be on  p e rm a n e n t 
loan .

H av in g  g a in ed  a  p lace  in  a n  L S E  
h a ll  of res id en ce , th e  r e n t  s tr ik e  
p ro v ed  to  be m y in tro d u c tio n  to  
s tu d e n t  po litics. I  n o te d  th e  p la n 
n in g  a n d  c a re fu l o rg a n iz a tio n  th a t  
h a d  b een  a rra n g e d . T h e  m assive  
p ro p a g a n d a  o p e ra tio n  a n d  n u m 
ero u s b u lle tin  sh ee ts  h a n d e d  o u t 
h a v e  p ro v id ed  a  u se fu l so u rce  of 
ro u g h  p a p e r  fo r  th e  te rm  a h ead .

T h e  O ld  T h e a tre  cam e alive  fo r 
th e  f ir s t  U n io n  G e n e ra l m e e tin g  of 
th e  new  session . F o r tu n a te ly , since  
I  w as n o t  s i t t in g  a t  th e  f ro n t  I  
w as n o t  su b m erg ed  by th e  fleet of 
p a p e r  a e ro p lan e s  d e scen d in g  fro m  
th e  gallery . I t  w as a  p le a s a n t  s u r 
p rise  to  d iscover t h a t  s tu d e n ts , a t  
le a s t  a t  th e  LSE, a re  n o t  a s  a p a 
th e tic  a n d  u n in te re s te d  in  th e ir  
ow n a n d  o th e rs ’ w e lfa re  a s  I  h a d  
been  led  to  believe.

By th e  e n d  o f th e  f ir s t  w eek it  
w as co m fo rtin g  to  w alk  in to  F lo r- 
r ie s  a n d  recogn ize  a t  le a s t  one 
fa m ilia r  face. A fte r  th is  s h o r t  tim e , 
I  feel u n iv e rs ity  is  a b o u t p a r t ic i
p a tio n , a n d  e n jo y m e n t com es n o t 
on ly  fro m  u s in g  th e  acad em ic  
o p p o rtu n itie s  b u t a lso  fro m  involve
m e n t in  a  u n iv e rs ity ’s v a ried  a n d  
o fte n  u n iq u e  fac ilitie s .

’GROPER’
T H IS  p ag e  is o th e rw ise  d ev o ted  to  
th e  fee lin g s  of new bies a t  th e  LSE. 
W ith o u t re a d in g  th em , I  guess th e  
g e n e ra l  to n e  will be one of g rave , 
b rave , occasio n ally  cy n ica l co m p re 

h e n s io n  of th is  new  w orld. A ctually , 
I  c a n ’t  g u ess—m aybe  i t ’s in co m p re 
h e n s io n  th e y  a d m it. “F re s h e rs ”—a 
w ord  I  find  offensive fo r  i ts  p a tro n 
is in g  tone , so I  w o n ’t, use i t  a g a i n -  
seem ed  to  f it in  p re t ty  fa s t, p re t ty  
well. W ith in  a  few  d ays th e  e a r ly  
scen es  of g ro u p s  of new  faces  
s ta n d in g  in  c lu m p s in  H o u g h to n  
S t  o r th e  lobby o f th e  m a in  b u ild 
in g  looking  lo s t a re  gone. T h ey  
le a rn  en o u g h  of th e  g e o g rap h y  of 
th e  S choo l to  find  th e  c a n te e n s  
a n d  le c tu re  th e a t re s  th e y  fee l th e y  
sh o u ld  v isit, a n d  800 people fa d e  
in to  th e  w oodw ork.

T h e re  is no  g re a t  m y stiq u e  a b o u t 
th e  L S E —i t ’s n o t som e d is tin 
g u ish ed  O xbridge  college a n d  
lu ck ily  few  people  p re te n d  i t  is. 
T h e re  is n o  a rc a n e  v o cab u la ry  to  
be le a rn e d , o r  in i t ia t io n  cerem on ies 
to  be u n d e rg o n e , a s  th e re  a p p a r 
e n tly  a re  in  som e p u b lic  schools, 
th e  C ubs, th e  A rm y a n d  o th e r  su ch  
eccen tric  in s ti tu tio n s . M an y  people 
leave  th e  L S E  as  ig n o ra n t  a b o u t 
th e  School, th e  U n ion , E n ts  a n d  
th e i r  fellow  s tu d e n ts  a s  w h en  th e y  
a rriv ed , a n d  w hile  th is  m ay  re p re 
sen t, to  a  degree, a  w asted  oppor
tu n ity , th e y  a re  h ap p y .

T h e re  is n o  v ir tu e  in  b e in g  a  
h a rd e n e d  seco n d -y ear o r  th ird -y e a r , 
a n d  no  s in  in  b e in g  a  Jo h n n y -co m e- 
la te ly . S till, th e  re c e n t in flu x  does 
h av e  a n  effect. I t  d is tu rb s  us, th o se  
w ho h a v e  s e tt le d  in to  a  c o m fo rt
ab le  n ich e , w ith  our c h a ir s  in  th e  
b a r, o u r  cliques a n d  th e  re la t io n 
sh ip s  b e tw een  th e m . A ll th o se  f re sh  
faces  u p s e t u s ; , we n o  lo n g e r know  
o u r w orld  h e re  com ple tely . Som e 
a re  d riv en  to  a s s e r t  th em se lv es  by 
e x h ib itin g  th e i r  s ta tu s  as  o ld ste rs , 
g re e tin g  S tau  by n am e, g re e tin g  old 
a c q u a in ta n c e s  e x tra v a g a n tly  iff 
public , m a k in g  w eak  in -jo k es  a t  
u n io n  m ee tin g s . O r is th is  a  d e lu 
sion?

M o st people, in  fa c t, a re  n o t very  
invo lved  in  th e  S ch o o l: th e y  s tu d y  
(so m e), d r in k  a n d  m e e t h e re , a n d  
go off to  th e i r  s h a d o w /re a l  lives in  
I s l in g to n  a n d  C am d en . G ood o r bad  
—I  d o n ’t  know .

LINDA 
HAMILL

&
AMANDA 

VERMA
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I -have it cn good authority  
t'haft the cast has performed 
much better. However, as a 
•centenary celebration of the 
birth of Sean O'Casey this was 
not the occasion for champagne.

“NO LIMITS TO LOVE” AT 
THE WAREHOUSE

THE premiere of David Mer
cer’s last play, “No Limits to 
Love,” is at the RSC’s. Ware
house Theatre. We are presen
ted w ith a musician of some 
renown, his w ife, and an Oxford 
history don, who have designed 
a curious domestic situation for 
their em otional survival (that 
is to say, the w ife commutes 
between the two by mutual con

sent). However, this arrange
ment, which is showing under
standable signs of strain, is 
thrown into turmoil by the 
arrival of a German psychiat
rist. The psychiatrist turns out 
to have been the m usician’s 
analyst and the don’s rival for 
the love of an Italian boy. The 
first half of the play is devoted  
to the exposition of this 
intriguing situation. How
ever, once this is done the 
play seem s to lose its way

and it is by no means clear 
what Mercer is trying to say 
and what conclusions he w ishes 
to reach. W hilst Mercer has a 
dramatic situation to develop, 
the play flows very well; the 
dialogue is hilarious and the 
plot is credible. But the play 
loses all momentum once its 
base is established.

Mercer raises many themes 
in the play : guilt, betrayal, and 
the lengths to which unhappy 
individuals w ill go to find some

fulfilment. But by the second 
half these ideas have lost all 

. coherence and seem  to crop up 
at random.

In the end, we do not have 
any really satisfying insight 
into the m otivations of the 
characters because there are too 
many aspects whcih are incom
pletely developed, and too many 
changes of emphasis.

Under these difficult circum
stances, the cast must be con
gratulated on four brave and 
very worthy performances. 
Susan Tracy tries hard as the 
guilt-ridden liberal, torn be
tween her husband and the don

w hilst pining for an ex-lover. 
John Shrapriel gives a strong  
and forceful performance as the  
bisexual don, as does Bob Peck  
as the passive cellist. However, 
Edward Petherbridge’s com
manding stage presence makes 
him the one character who con
veys convincing suffering and 
real anguish about the past.

On the whole, one can only  
wish Mercer had lived long  
enough to edit this play so that 
“No Lim its to L ove” would not 
detract from h is stature as 
a dramatist.

BEAVER REVIEW

a poor substitute for the sar
donic, spontaneous one-liners for 
which he is renowned.

There is only one real rapport 
established when the Invisible  
Girls or “Beatniks”, as JCC 
affectionately terms them, leave  
the stage and w e are treated to 
solo versions of “Salom ey  
M aloney”, “Gaberdine A ngus” 
and “Psyche S luts” w hich elicit 
tumultuous laughter and thun
derous applause.

There is a distinct change in  
the atmosphere in the audience 
after a solo JCC. It is in th is  
climate that he works best. The 
response is raucous yet warm  
and there is an em pathy which  
em erges as the audience spur 
JCC on and vice versa but 

- which is terminated w ith the  
return of the Invisible Girls,

Cooper-Clarke as a line per
former is in a dilemma. Accom
panied, his poems are given  
another dim ension and the 
images writhin are strengthened  
by the m usical dexterity of the  
Invisible Girls. At the sam e 
time, however, the backing  
musicians can be obtrusive and 
intrude on the intim acy on 
which Cooper-Clarke thrives.

PAUL WANE

Juno and the
SEAN 0 ‘CASEY‘S “Juno and the Paycock” 
epened this month at the Aldwych. Set in 
a Dublin tenem ent in 1922, it traces the events 
surrounding an Irish fam ily whose lives are 
changed by the promise of a substantial in
heritance. Aspiring to social graces and w ith  
sycophantic “friends” crowding in, the fam ily  
is  rowdily optimistic. However, the disregarded 
back-drop of “The Troubles” inexorably en
croaches on their lives as firstly their neigh
bours then them selves face bitter personal 
tragedy.

Sadly the intended build-up, as lighthearted
ness gives way to angry recrim inations and 
despair, fa lls flat. After a fast and funny -first 
act, the pace is stultified by elongated etiquette 
cameos and jolly sing-songs round the fireside ; 
surely one would suffice ? However, as the  
second recital by the third performer trails 
into forgetfulness the momentum is lost, never  
to be recovered.

Judi Dench as Juno, the lynchpin of the 
fam ily, the long - suffering w ife  and mother,

fails to  -give that emotional 
spark to ignite the fam ily  
scenes. The Paycock (Norman 
Rod way) reels drunkenly and 
mouths the lines with a credible 
accent but is neither impas
sioned nor involving. The hinge 
character of the ex-.I.R.A son 
wounded during fighting for 
“the cause”, played by Gerard 
Murphy, who is the source of. 
ultimate tragedy, is weak and 
neurotic. Rather than a soul 
w restling w ith  the ghostly  
m anifestations of his tormented  
conscience, his self-pitying w ail
ing is interrupted only by hys
terical outbursts about the 
fam ily shrine and fits of violent 
temper.

The tempo is not aided, by 
two intervals nor the slow- 
moving m echanics of the action. 
People take off hats and coats 
to replace them m inutes later  
and time-lag between an exit 
left and an entrance right lends 
an air of amateurism rarely 
seen at an R;S.C. production. 
Women w eep self-indulgent la
m ents .and even Juno’s final 
plea as her home lies in ruins 
lacks the conviction to con
vince.

Pal J
MEANWHILE the Half Moon produc
tion of “Pal Joey” has transferred to 
the Albery Theatre. This Rogers and 
Hart musical revival of the unadul
terated original received considerable 
acclaim. Perhaps now is the time for 
a review.

M uch  of th e  a t te n t io n  focused  on  S ian  
P h illip s , w ho a p p ea re d  on  c h a t  show s galo re  

a n d  rev am p ed  in te rv iew s fo r th e  S u n d ay s, 
loudly  p ro c la im in g  h e r  a m a z e m e n t a t  th e  
success of h e r  s in g in g  debu t. In  th e  ev en t 

h e r  o p tim ism  m ay  be fo u n d ed  on  q u ick san d . 

H e r voice is s tra in e d  in  th e  la rg e r  au d i- 
to rio u m  a n d  h e r  pose g au ch e . H ow ever, sh e  

. looks su p e rb  a n d  d e livers  “B ew itched , 

B o th e red  a n d  B ew ild ered ’’ w ith  ev id en t 
en jo y m en t.

k

T h e  lead , D en is  L aw son , ^deserves m u c h  
g re a te r  c re d it  th a n  h a s  b een  fo r th co m in g . 

H e c a r r ie s  th e  w hole show  w ith  h is  easy 
go ing  p o r tr a y a l  of Joey , th e  cock-sure n ig h t
club  M.C. a ro u n d  wTh o m  th e  s to ry  revolves. 

I n  seedy  C h icag o  n ig h tc lu b - la n d  w e a lth y  
socia lite  V e ra  becom es en am o u red  w ith  P a l 

Jo ey  a n d  in d u lg e n tly  p u lls  h im  up  th e  socia l 
la d d e r  a n d  d e ftly  p u sh es  h im  off ag a in .

T h e  re a l s t r e n g th  o f th e  show  is th e  
m usic. T h e  c o a rse  a n d  ro b u s t c h o ru s  p ro 
vides co lo u r a n d  com edy w h ils t b r il l ia n tly  
c ru c ify in g  every  c lich e  of ’th ir t ie s  m u sica ls . 
T h e  m u s ic ia n s  a re  c o n s ta n tly  on  s tag e , 
g iv ing th e  th e a t r e  th e  fee l 01  a  cosy n ig h t
club.

N ot as s lick  as  th e  R .S .C .’s “O nce in  a  
L ife tim e ’’ b u t  fu n  n o n e th e le s s . F o r  n o n 
e x p e r ts  on  th e  ’th ir t ie s  i t ’s ad v isab le  to  re a d  
th e  p ro g ram m e  b e fo re h a n d  o r th e  “Z ip ” 
ro u tin e  w ill p ro b ab ly  be lost. E n jo y  it.

ROWENA WHELAN

ROWENA WHELAN Gerard Murphy, Judi Dench and Norman Rodway in “Juno and the P aycock”.

PAULINE MURRAY AND  
JOHN COOPER-CLARKE 
AT THE LYCEUM
PAULINE MURRAY has come 
a long w a y  from the ampheta
mine fizz of “Penetration” to 
what appears to be the 1980s 
equivalent to the Los Angeles 
dock-out sound that found popu
larity in the musical wasteland  
of the early ’70s. The Invisible 
Girls were so lifeless and pedes
trian and Pauline Murray so 
much the proverbial ball-of- 
energy that the overall effect 
was akin to throwing a fire
cracker into a pile of damp 
squibs. Her voice was really  
the only saving grace.

Vini O'Reilly played solo 
guitar to backing tapes to pro
vide a pleasant but inessential 
prelude to the star turn of the 
evening.

Tw enty m inutes into the set 
and it begins to dawn that 
Cooper-Clarke is presenting a 
far more serious front than of 
late.

The attempt at professionalism  
is further evidenced by the inclu
sion of several dubious set-jokes 
which reinforce the stand-up

Edward Petherbridge, Susan Tracy, John Shrapnel and Bob Peck in RSC ’s “No Limits to L ove”. comedian image and which are
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Angie Dickinson tete a tete with analyst Michael Caine.

approve of. In “Cruising” this 
is implicit; in “Dressed to Kill” 
it is explicit, as you’ll see if 
you watch the film.

I I

■ -

j p s p p j p p

M f lM g

I: >>: :—;< <
S7»:*S¥i

TWO films with a lot in com
mon hit the circuit recently:
“Cruising” and “Dressed to 
Kill”.

They’re both whodunnits, both 
highly controversial, and, as the 
subway slogan goes, one de
grades homosexual men, the 
other heterosexual women.

These movies are more than 
just cheapo sexploiters—they’re 
well acted and photographed, 
suspenseful psychothrillers.

“Cruising” might succeed en
tirely as a piece of cinema 
verite if the bar-scenes were  
lifted out and presented on 
their own. As it stands, it is 
an artistic failure because 10 
minutes worth of cuts (made to 
get the film past the US and 
British censors) have messed up 
the plot, such as it is.

It’s difficult to fault “Dressed 
to Kill” on anything but moral 
grounds so, again, forgetting 
about content, credit is due for 
the film’s brilliant tension, 
superb acting from Angie Dic
kinson and Nancy Allen and its 
cunning, intriguing, Gothic plot 
which is mathematically pre
cise and includes the kind of 
tec-work that has always left 
Conan Doyle readers dazzled.

The very competence of these 
two films hangs an even bigger 
question-mark over their origin 
and motivation than if they 
were hammy, low-grade shock
ers. The theme which both share 
goes beyond now customary 
intermingling of sex and vio
lence on the screen to a kind of 
punitive violent assault on a 
particular sexuality which the 
director/author appears to dis-

The lift scene in “Dressed to 
Kill” — billed as the movie 
which does for elevators what 
“Psycho” did for showers — is 
now so famous that I’m not re
vealing anything if I tell you 
that Angie Dickinson, who plays 
a sexually frustrated housewife, 
is hacked to bits in that elevator 
at the very moment when she is 
consumed with guilt over just 
having committed adultery with

Alex Wynler 
looks at a 
disturbing 
new trend 
in cinema
a total stranger. De Palma, the 
director, also throws in a gratui
tous medieval touch when, min
utes earlier, whilst looking for 
paper on which to write her 
one-day-stand a note, she finds a 
VD-clinic registration form in 
his desk drawer.

The killer, it turns out, has a 
Boston Strangler-type misogyn
ist complex and kills women be
cause they turn him on. That’s

‘"Cruising” under police protection (inset), Al Pacino undercover in heavy- 
leather bar.

“him”—don’t be confused by 
the leather trenchcoat and 
blond wig . . .  In “Dressed to 
Kill” there are three scenes of 
women being killed and two of 
rape; in “Cruising” there are 
four scenes of homosexuals 
being killed and one of a homo
sexual suspect being beaten up 
and sexually humiliated by 
cops.

The killer in “Cruising” is 
probably a headcase with a 
similar pathology to the one in 
“Dressed to Kill” — we don’t 
know because the cops get the 
wrong guy. The idea is that a 
psycho is cruising “heavy- 
leather” bars in New York’s 
Greenwich Village and then kill
ing men who pick him up after 
or during sex with them. Al 
Pacino plays the cop sent under
cover to track him down. The 
film could have provided an op
portunity to examine exactly  
what comprises sexual orienta
tion as Pacino becomes more 
and more confused by the homo
sexual encounters which the as
signment entails, but the issue

is never really dealt with. 
Instead, it relies entirely on the 
re-creation of heavy-leather bar- 
scenes for its impact and its 
director, William Friedkin, went  
to great lengths to get these 
right; New York City’s film liai
son bureau even went so far* as 
to sanction the barricading by 
police of parts of Greenwich Vil
lage to keep gay protesters 
away from the film crew.

Friedkin claims that “Cruis
ing” is just a thriller which 
“happens” to be set against a 
backdrop of gay sado-m aso
chism, which is a bit like saying 
the original “All Quiet on the 
Western Front” was just 
another war film which “hap
pened” to be set in World 
War I. With “queer-bashing” 
a national pastime, a film like 
“Cruising” could have expected 
to run into trouble . . . even if 
the film doesn’t consciously en
courage violence against gays, 
as gays claim it does, it cer
tainly doesn’t condemn it, any 
more than “Apocalypse Now” 
condemned the Vietnam war.

No other film in history has met 
more opposition than “Cruising” 
— in the United States, gay 
activists tried to sabotage the 
making of the film by destroy
ing production equipment; in 
this country, there was a picket 
outside the London Pavilion 
cinema every weekend after 
the film opened and four people 
were arrested. “Dressed to 
Kill” aroused a storm of protest 
from feminists in New York 
but little here, although there is 
a letter in this week’s “Time 
Out” magazine from a “horri
fied” reader slamming TO’s film 
reviewer for failing to high
light the film’s sexist base.

“Cruising” made the mistake 
of exploiting a highly vocal and 
now politically organised mino
rity — gays. “Dressed to Kill”, 
which one critic called a “het 
thriller”, exploits a much big
ger “minority” — women. But 
they’re both of the genre known 
down-market as the “snufT- 
movie.” Go and see them, but 
pick up a leaflet on the way in.

ALEX WYNTER

Kubrick 
returns 
style . . . .
IT is splendid to see Stanley  
Kubrick back on the scene after 
such a long time and in such 
fine form.

The Shining, his latest re
lease and his first contribution 
to the horror film genre, takes 
one’s mind for a terrifying 
walk along the tightrope sepa
rating madness from reality.

Jack Nicholson portrays a 
down and out would-be author 
who takes on the job of care
taker for an off-season hotel. 
Shortly after their arrival, he, 
his wife and child are cut off 
from the nearest town * by a 
snowstorm, and the battle be
tween Nicholson and the ghosts 
of holidays past begins. . . .

Kubrick’s incomparable direc
tion and Nicholson’s superb act
ing combine to produce this hor

rific account of a man’s journey 
along the road to insanity. 
Kubrick ensures that the line 
between fact and fantasy is so 
thinly drawn that, at times, the 
audience cannot help but be 
seduced into insanity along 
with Nicholson.

The supporting cast, Shelley  
Duvall and Scotman Grothers, 
give fine performances but the 
film is Nicholson’s from begin
ning to end.

Elephant 
Man
DIRECTED by David Lynch of 
“Eraserhead” fame, the film of 
the life of the “Elephant Man” 
avoids being just another part 
of the flourishing industry sur
rounding this unfortunate indi
vidual, imprisoned by a hideous 
and grotesque deformity. W ith  
compassion a n d  sensitivity, 
avoiding crude sensationalism , 
the life of the Elephant Man 
(whose real name was John

Merrick, convincingly played  
by John Hurt) unfolds from his 
rescue from a Victorian freak- 
show by a young surgeon, 
Frederick Treves (Anthony 
Hopkins).

Treves helps release Merrick’s 
warm and intelligent person
ality, though the film questions 
his m otives ; eventually, one is 
left w ith the fee lin g . that his 
humanity was greater than his 
desire for personal 'fame. Lynch 
em ploys an im aginative opening 
sequence of dreams and fully  
exploits the audience’s feeling  
of suspense before revealing  
Merrick’s physical deformity. 
Film ed in black and white with  
painstaking attention to detail, 
Lynch conveys the harsh world 
of industrial Victorian England. 
This film is a worthy portrayal 
of a man who excites both pity  
and respect and is likely to be 
one of the best films of the 
year.

'Heartbeat'
Jack Kerouac, novelist and 

father figure of the “Beat

Generation”, was alw ays ripe 
material for a film. “Heartbeat” 
concerns itself w ith Kerouac 
(John Heard), N eal Cassady 
(Nick N otte), his friends and 
basis for the character Dean  
Moriaty in Kerouac’s “On the 
Road”, and Carolyn Cassady 
(Cissy Spacek), upon whose 
memoirs this film is loosely  
based.

The film is not about the 
wild, fun-and-freedom-seeking, 
larger-than-life characters who 
conform to the Beat Generation 
myth. Instead it seeks to de
stroy that myth and is about 
actual people and their lives  
over a tw en ty -y ea r  period. 
Visually, it is excellent, but the 
interm ittent narration by Caro
lyn  is unnecessary and detracts 
from the film. At the end, 
Kerouac is on the downward  
slope and Carolyn is divorced  
from Neal who is driving Ken  
K esey’s Magic Bus. None has 
found what he or she is looking 
for and only Carolyn’s neigh
bours, who have alw ays con
formed, seem  happy. Perhaps 
because it does not live up to 
the m yth it is a brave but 
disappointing film.

!Marriage 
of Niuriu 
B r o u n '
FASSBINDER’S “Marriage of 
Maria Braun” is predictably an 
allegory—for a w ealthy but lost 
post-war Germany, clear enough  
as allegory and a masterpiece 
as a literary exercise. W hilst 
Maria Braun, amidst the ex
hausted, bombed human and 
physical landscapes of peacetim e 
Germany w aits for her husband, 
she uses her considerable all
round competence to secure a 
place, in the German econom ic -7; 
miracle.

W ith several strong em otional 
threads involving love, loyalty, 
self-sacrifice and jealousy, effec
tive insights on the tension  
inherent in creating a business 
in war-riven Europe, a stunning  
performance as Maria Braun— 
business woman, w ife and har
lot stupendous atmospheric 
creation and absolutely no 
w eaknesses this is a perfect 
film.
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REACTION TO 

THE STRIKES.

AT the height of the strike in 
Gdansk, a rumour spread round 
the student community in War
saw.

G ie r e k ,  it was said, was going 
to postpone the start of the 
University year, fo prevent the 
students’ voice be;ng added to 
that of the workers. The last 
major student militancy in 
Poland was in 196$. fcmt there is 
a growing feeling of frustration 
amongst young Poles.

S tu d e n ts  s h a re  th e  econom ic 
g ru d g e s  w hich  p ro m p ted  th e  
G d a n sk  s trik e . O n th e  w hole, young  
peop le  acc e p t th e  sh o rta g e s  of oasic 
n ecess itie s  sto ically , b u t n o t w ith o u t 
co m p la in t. T h ey  a re  g ra te fu l th a t  
e d u c a tio n  is free ,' a n d  th a t  p rices 
a re  su b sid ised  by th e  S ta te , b u t  feel 
t h a t  th e y  a re  le f t  l i t t le  room  fo r 
m an o eu v re .

D areck , one of 81,600 h ig h e r  ed u 
c a tio n  s tu d e n ts  in  W arsaw , is 10, 
a n d  s tu d ie s  E n g in ee rin g . H is 
m o n th ly  incom e < in c lu d in g  h is  
g ra n t, in d u s tr ia l  sp o n so rsh ip , a n d  
p e rfo rm an ce -lin k ed  prize  m o n ey ), 
is a ro u n d  2,000 Zl. A p a ir  of je a n s  
co sts  h im  22 d o lla rs  in  th e  h a rd  
c u rre n c y  Pew ex shops. W ith  d o lla rs  
on ly  av a ilab le  on th e  b lack  m a rk e t 
a t  a ro u n d  100 Zl a d o lla r, L evis 
becom e a  h a rd  w on lu x u ry .

B u t th e  p ro b lem s go d eep er th a n  
th e  den im . H a n n ia , a  s tu d e n t  jo u r- 
a lis t  h a s  been  w a itin g  fo r  tw o 
m o n th s  to  bo rrow  “E a s t of E d e n ” 
from  th e  lib ra ry . “W e s te rn  l i te ra 
tu re  is k e p t sca rce : b u t w h a t c an  I 
do? O n th e  b lack  m a rk e t, th e  oook 
costs  3.000 Zl.”

R o b ert, a  c in em a s tu d e n t from  
W arsaw , w a n ts - to  c o n tin u e  h is  s tu 
d ies in  L ondon. “F o r one su m m er 
co u rse ,” ' h e  to ld  m e, “I will be 
c h a rg e d  1,000 do lla rs . I h av e  no  
cho ice  b u t to  go in to  b u s in ess  to  
m ak e  th e  m oney .” ‘ B u sin e ss” is th e  
eu p h em istic  te rm  fo r ra c k e te e rin g , 
a n d  R o b ert c la im s to  be ab le  to  
e a rn  up  to  10,000 Zl a  m o n th  by 
se llin g  Levis to  R u ss ia n s  a t  50 
d o lla rs  a  pa ir. “T h ey  ta k e  th e m  
h o m e  a n d  sell th em  fo r 75 d o lla rs . 
E v eryone 's  h ap p y  in  th e  end ."  
O th e rs  ta k e  a  d im m er view of 
th e se  ac tiv itie s . “I  b uy  d o lla rs  
fro m  th e  likes of you,” one s tu d e n t  
to ld  m e, “because  I  h a v e  no  choice. 
1 w a n t to  tra v e l to  see A m erica , a n d  
I  h a v e  no re la tiv e s  in  th e  W est. I ’m  
n o t p ro u d  of b reak in g  th e  law  five 
o r six tim es  a day. A black m a rk e t 
on ly  ex ists  in  a  sick  socie ty .” O ne 
g irl to ld  m e t h a t  h e r  fr ie n d s  s lep t 
w ith  A rab  v is ito rs  fo r m oney.

O ne  re s u lt  o f th is  p re s su re  is 
h eav y  d rin k in g , w h ich  is com m on 
a m o n g s t young people, a lth o u g h  
th e re  a re  no  av a ilab le  s ta t is t ic s  on 
levels of a lcoho lism .

I  fo u n d  lit t le  ev idence of s tro n g  
C ath o lic ism  am o n g  th e  s tu d e n ts  1 
m et, b u t w ith  th e  e lec tion  of K are l 
W o jty la  a s  P ope, re lig io n  h a s  
becom e in te rw o v en  w ith  th e  w ide
sp read  P o lish  p a tr io tism . “I  w a n t to  
d e fec t if th in g s  d o n ’t  im prove,” 
R o b e r t to ld  m e, “b u t I sh a ll a lw ay s 
be w a itin g  to  r e tu rn .” T h e  d riv e  fo r 
in d ep en d en ce  h a s  n o t fad ed  w ith  
th e  g e n e ra tio n s  bo rn  s in ce  th e  w ar.

D islike  of th e ir  neighbour- to  th e  
E a s t is a n  old P o lish  t r a i t ,  a n d  
e x ten d s  to  y o u n g  R u ss ia n s  to u rin g  
Poland,, less well d ressed  th a n  th e ir  
P o lish  c o u n te rp a r ts  a n d  o ften  
sp o rtin g  g a rish  L e n in  badges, w ho 
a re  f re q u e n t ta rg e ts  fo r  th e  v itu p e 
ra tiv e  h u m o u r of th e ir  m ore so p h is
t ic a te d  h o sts .

V is itin g  C h o p in 's  b ir th p lac e , I 
s a t  w ith  a  Pole b e h in d  a  la rg e  
g ro u p  o: R u ss ia n  to u r is ts  .“D o you 
th in k  th ey  know ,” w yrisperec m y 
co m p an io n , p o in tin g  to  th e  row  in  
fro n t, “th a t  C hop in  w as a  c a p ta in  
in  th e  G u a rd  of T ao eu sz  K osk in - 
szko’s a rm y ? ” K osk inszko , one of 
P o la n d 's  g re a te s t heroes, led  tu e  
1794 u p ris in g  a g a in s t  th e  R u ss ian s .

A h is to ry  of rev o lu tio n  len d s  a 
ro m a n tic  a ir  to  th e  P o lish  m e n ta l
ity , b u t su b ju g a tio n  ind u ces  cyn i
c ism  a t  a n  early  age. “I  w ould fig h t 
in  th e  s tre e ts  a g a in s t  th e  R u ss ia n s ,” 
D a riu sz  to ld  m e. “b u t a g a in s t th e  
P o lish  police I 'd  s tay  indoors. 
T h e y 're  p a id  so w ell—th e y  see 
n o th in g  w rong  w ith  th e  sy stem .” 
T h e  c o n tra d ic tio n  is c h a ra c te r is t i 
cally  Polish.- T h e  c a u tio n  w ith  
w hich  R o b e rt g ree ted  re c e n t ev en ts  
in  G d a n sk  does n o t in d ic a te  co n 
fo rm ism  o r  c o n se rv a tism —th e  Poles 
rid icu le  th e  C zechs a n d  E a s t ‘G er
m a n s  fo r ju s t  th e se  t r a i t s —b u t tim e 
w orn  rea lism .

“U n til now ,’’ h e  said , “even  th e  
w ord s tr ik e  w as n o t  officially recog
n ised . Now s tr ik in g  itse lf  is legal. 
T hese  a re  m a jo r  c h a n g e s ,” B u t as  
he  p o in ted  out. P o la n d  saw  m a jo r  
c h an g e s  a f te r  th e  d e a th  of S ta lin , 
a n d  a g a in  a f te r  th e  o v e rth ro w  of 
G o m u lk a  in  lPTtf. “W e .m u s t  w ait. 
I n  +h ;-‘e m o n th s , m aybe  fo u r, we 
w ill re able to  see w h a t 'h a s  rea lly  
c h a n y e d .”

THE
MACDONALD
SYNDROME

THE HUMBER OF 
AMERICAN STUDENTS 
AT LSE HAS INCREASED 
CONSIDERABLY THIS 
YEAR. MAGNUS SPENCE 
SPELLS OUT THE 
DANGERS.

MACDONALDS in the North 
End Road. Brightly lit and ter- 
r bly clean. The beige expanse 
of tiles, the carefully distri
buted aspidistras, give the im
pression of a vast bathroom. 
Behind the rather nasty polished 
counter several eager young 
assistants scurry about their 
business. The computerised milk 
shake machine partly conceals 
yet more eager young assistants, 
who are engaged in fulfilling an 
array of elaborate hamburger 
fantasies. All the staff are 
similarly clad in the fawn crim
plene uniforms that help lend 
the system an a«r of sterile con
formity. Nutritional perpetual 
motion.

It’s all part of a plot of 
course. The M acDonaldisation 
of Britain is already w ell under 
way, “Wimpey” its vanguard, 
“The Great American Disaster” 
its beachhead. But the ham
burger invasion is only a sub
sidiary of the main force. Our 
message from America first con
sisted of chewing gum and blue 
jeans, closely pursued by the T 
shirt. Only now are w e begin
ning to recover from the Hip
pies, and “Snoopy” is still

wreaking major havoc. The 
problems that have follow ed in 
the wake of Milton Friedman 
defy analysis, and Starsky and 
Hutch are just two of the rea
sons w hy our Americanised TV 
w ill soon need a special dispen
sation from heaven to raise it 
to a state of utter degradation.

We can further thank the 
land of the freeloaders (the 
home of the brash) for roller
skates, those ridiculous radio 
headphone things, G oca-C ola, 
films like “Star Wars”, EST, 
jogging. No need for gunboats, 
the American w ay of life sells 
itself quite nicely, thank you, 
down the river Thames. A  
marketable commodity, it seems, 
outwrard going and expansive 
(cheap) as ever.

Dr Johnson (bless his heart) 
warned us all ages ago. “I am 
w illing to love all mankind, ex
cept an American.” It's not just 
Europeans who see things this 
w ay—Come in Henry Miller. “I 
ask m yself seriously if there is

any aspect of this American 
civilisation I can praise. I can 
find none.” (Norman Mailer 
called him a genius.) Walt 
W hitman (“perhaps the greatest 
American who has ever lived”) 
warned his compatriots — “You 
are in a fair way to creating a 
w hole nation of lunatics.” 
(Nixon, Manson Macarthy). 
Anti-Americanism is attractive 
enough an idea to have united  
people otherwise as far apart as 
General de Gaulle and Johnny  
Lydon.

And w hat do we do when  
confronted w ith the products of 
this diseased way of life?  We 
lap them up, that's what we do,

and none more than the young  
generation.

And in our obsequiousness w e  
are not alone. France tried to  
stem  the tide by banning  
Americanisms in the media, but  
it hasn’t worked. Les blue jeans 
are still the order of the Paris
ian day, and it is considered  
frightfully chic to eat in Mac
Donalds in the Champs E lysees 
(washed down with a dry w hite  
wine, m ilkshakes eaten w ith a. 
spoon as dessert). Canada w as 
taken over long ago, and half 
the Far East seems to be going 
that w ay too.

What are w e aspiring to ?, 
Convenience, Speed, Luxury, 
Cleanliness. The catchwords of 
the most modern state. You  
can’t help but wonder at a 
political confrontation betw een  
a wizened bit part actor and a  
born again lacklustre, w ith lust 
to spare. The .Athletic Demo
cracy gets w hat it deserves to 
lead it. Yet again.

The goose is long since dead, 
the golden eggs hopelessly tar
nished (Bob Newhart, Dean  
Martin) or m iserably dead 
(Dorothy Parker, Lenny Bruce). 
Shucks, America should know  
about fowls, being the land  
which, before eventually  plump
ing for the eagle as a national 
emblem, was all set to swear 
allegiance to the turkey. Come 
Thanksgiving there’s one on  
every table, and usually a w hole  
cluster to eat it.

Your influences, Am erica, 
seep across the Atlantic, carried  
at an ever increasing rate by  
cables and aeroplanes (Sir 
Freddy L a k er? ? ), and sprout 
like so many warts in our lives  
and our highstreets. The G clden  
Arches appeal to our baser 
weaknesses, and w e have tasted  
of the forbidden cheeseburger. 
Slow ly w e are M acDonaldised. 
We hold you in awe but w ould  
much rather hold you in a 
sealed container. Keep on  
trucking America, by all means, 
but would you mind aw fu lly  if  
I asked you to truck oft, and do 
it som ewhere else ?

A PARADISE FOUND?
Colin Elman looks a t  student travel in India
IF you are the type of person 
who likes his enjoyment neatly 
packaged and paid for, then 
read no further. This isn't for 
you. “Sit down loos” and hot 
showers are few and far be
tween in India and travel is 
difficult though worthwhile.  
Imagine, if you will, a country 
with countless languages, di
verse cultures and religions, 
architectural splendour side by 
side with the awful squalor of 
“real” people. This is India.

Enough of the soap box. If 
you’ve read th is  tar then  you  
m ight even be interested, so I'll get  
down to practical information. 
Firstly, how do you g e t  there? The  
overland route — Turkey, Iran, 
Pakistan, A fghanistan  — is no 
longer reasonable. I did meet with  
som e who had made it but, it's 
strictly for the nuts. A return 
flight to New Delhi is not expen
sive. Get a quotation from London 
Student Travel, 117 Euston Road.

Cnee you’re in India, you have  
available a variety of m ethods of 
transport. Rail is th e  easiest. For 
£ t  a day you can get  a  first class  
IWDRAIL Pass. It is 50p a  day for  
second class. Bus travel is less for
mal but far more adventurous. 
Until you have played “chicken” in 
a crowded bus with two other  
equally crowded buses you don’t

know th e  m eaning  of sheer terror. 
They always leave on time, most 
don’t get where th ey ’re going on 
tim e, and som e never ge t  there at  
ail. (We fixed one bus thrde tim es  
with my Swiss Army knife.) How
ever, h itch-hik ing is daft with pub
lic transport so cheap. As for 
vehicle hire, we did m anage to 
introduce the concept of moped 
hire after two days of negotiation  
in the city of Gwalior. Indian city  
traffic has got to be seen to be 
believed.

The peopre of India show noth
ing but kindness and courtesy. They  
will also talk off your ears. The  
sam e questions were always asked  
so my friend woufd liven up our 
train journeys by te lling the most  
outrageous lies. For exampie, 
“What do you do for a  living?”

Oh, I’m an astronaut over here  
to train some of your deep sea  
divers to take a step up in the  
world.”

Try keeping a stra ight face  
w hilst listening to th a t!

India is cheap. The average dally  
wage is between 35p and 45p and if 
you spend more th an  a pound a 
day (including Bombay) then you  
are stay in g  in the wrong places. An 
unfortunate m anifestation  of th is  
is th e  large number of beggars, but 
you have to turn yourself off or 
have a miserable time.

□rugs! Everyone knows th a t  In 
India pot is p lentiful and cheap.  
T his is true. Everyone also knows  
that it is the hom e of the  happy  
hippy, who laps up m eanin gfu l  
truths about life  in an Ashran, 
stoned all day and screwing a ll  
night. T his  is untrue! T he truth  
behind the sad m yth is a painful  
parody. DON’T fall for it. T here  
are too m any young Europeans who  
have gone to India and who have  
been seduced by th e  lie. T hey  are  
still there. It is dangerous to take  
drugs anywhere in th e  world. India  
is no exception. Use your com m on  
sense and don’t flaunt the “image.’’

If you do happen to ge t  caught,  
by the police, they  m igh t su ggest  
paying an on-the-spot fine. Pay it. 
T hey are simply following th e  tim e  
honoured ritual of Baksheesh . I 
would not advise suggesting  It your
self . You m ight have landed a  
m artinet and then you are really  
in trouble.

it  is Impossible to do justice  te  
India in a few hundred words. A 
really worthwhile book is “Nagel’s  
Encyclopaedia Guide to India.” It  
is expensive but well worth every  
penny and every ounce. The majo
rity of other books are not worth  
th e ir  warmth In firewood.

For a holiday you will never for
get, place, people and atm osphere,  
you can do little better than  India.

COLIN ELMAN
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A N  EVENING IN THE COMPANY 
OF ARTHUR MULLARD •  •  9

WELL you see Arthur Milliard comes up and cuts 
this tape and . . .  in case you have been living 
on a Mongolian yak farm for some two billion 
years, the LSE Students’ Union (as what resided 
in the St Clements Building until not so long ago) 
has now moved shop to the East Building (down 
the steps by the Porters Lodge, cross the quad, 
turn right, turn left up the stairs, turn right again, 
up another flight of stairs and it is first on your 
left, can’t miss it). In addition the much lamented 
Three Tuns of yore has now been replaced by a 
much plusher bar on the ground floor of the Clare 
Market Building.
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T H E  R E L U C T A N T  S T E R E O T Y P E S  AT T H E  G R A N D  
O P E N I N G .  A R T H U R  M U L L A R D  IS ON C R U M S ,

ENTS.
ELECTION
RESULTS

Treasurer — Sue Palmer. 

Head Steward — Mike W ilcox.

DISCO
Running Manager — Dave 

Bearman.

Technical Manager — Graham  
Wilson.

Chairman — Tamsin Cottis.

Rosebery Avenue 
HoS! of Residence

D I S C O
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 17

8.30 pm — Till very late
VERY LATE BAR

CHEEP BEER (come early)
59p Admission

Angel tube station or buses 
171, 172. 19,

Coming s o o n . .
9 BELOW 

ZERO
Friday, 17th Oct. 
£ 1 .7 5  Advance 
£ 2 .0 0  on door

ROCKPILE
Lunchtime on 

Wed., 29th Oct.
£ 2 .0 0  Advance

SELL-OUT
IMMINENT!

P red ic ta b ly , th is  fo rm ed  th e  m a in  
a re n a  of a c tiv ity  fo r th e  n ig h t’s 
p roceed ings, i t  b e ing  possib le  to  
en joy  b o th  th e  so c ia l b en efits  of 
th e  b a r  a n d  th e  e v en ts  in  th e  q u ad 
ra n g le  w ith o u t sp en d in g  a  p e n n y — 
n o t a n  in co n sid erab le  sav in g  w hen  
co m p ared  w ith  th e  £2.20 req u ired  
fro m  le sse r m o rta ls  to  tre a d  th e  
ha llow ed  co n cre te  s lab s  o f th e  open  
a ir  venue. S ince  th e  door h a d  been  
p laced  on  th e  q u ad  side  of th e  b a r 
it  d id  n o t ta k e  too m a n y  “O ” Levels 
to  rea lise  t h a t  it co sts  n o th in g  to  
look th ro u g h  w indow s . . . .

N o t t h a t  th e re  w as a c tu a lly  a n y 
th in g  w o rth  w a tch in g . M id n ite  a n d  
th e  L em on  Boys w ere u n sp eak ab ly  
aw fu l. H eavy  M eta l com bined  w ith  
R  a n d  B. th e i r  lead  s in g e r’s sole 
p re o c cu p a tio n  in  life  be ing  to  pose 
like b o th  M ick J a g g e r  (b less h im ) 
a n d  K e ith  R ic h a rd  a t- one an d ' th e  
sam e tim e. I  h e a r  i t  th ro u g h  th e  
g rap ev in e  t h a t  M id n ite  a n d  Co cost 
£75. W ell boys I  hope i t  m ak es  you 
very h a p p y  a n d  th a t  you  w ill be  
ab le to  m ake lo ts  o f re co rd s  a n d  
w ho know s, p e rh a p s  one day  you  
too will be as b ig  as  M ick a n d  K e ith  
(I  d o n ’t  th in k ) .

M eanw hile , back  in  th e  re a l w orld,

H U A N G  C H U N G  I  m issed . F r ie n d s  
te ll  m e th e y  w ere like  th e  Police, 
w h ich  is fine, I  suppose , if  y o u 're  a 
fa n  of S tin g  a n d  Co. . . .

Ic a ru s  I  d id  see a n d  th e y  w ere 
good. B r it is h  reg g ae  b a n d s  te n d

A.C.T.
NO, you don’t have to  join (t itter).  
Dedicated to th e  principles of 
anarcho - cynicism, th is  grouping  
really grasps th e  fundam entals, le 
nobody’s interested in anyth ing  
unless th ey ’re m im ing it. So the  
T endency is on a party basis, ie 
each activity is a party.

T he essential function of the  
Tendency is to:
1. Perform publicity stu n ts  to fur

ther the  m ass spread of the  
ideals of ACT.

2. To produce fortn ightly  the scur
rilous publication FACT. This  
organ really is scandalous re
vealing  what's m eant to remain  
secret, blurting out the  unblurt- 
able. Hypocrites aga inst hypo
crisy.
If the T endency grabs your in

terest then  fill in a puce form and  
send it for your free copy of FACT  
Number One and further details of 
the T endency and th e  forthcom ing  
attractions. A photograph is 
essential.

Send letters to John  Sm ith, F lat  
S, 53 F itzjohns Avenue, NW3.

our m y ste ry  ce leb rity  h a d  sobered  
up  ju s t  en o u g h  to  be e sco rted  co n 
vict s ty le  u n d e r  b la n k e t b ack s tag e  
w here D a h re n d o rf  a n d  assem bled  
c ro n ies  to ad y  like m ad  to  th e ir  
fav o u rite  TV  s ta r  on  th e  lines of 
“Y ah, A rth u r , I w a tch  ‘C e leb rity  
S q u a re s ’ every  week, you k now ” etc  
etc. F in a lly  th e  big m o m en t a rrives. 
T h e  M ystery  C eleb rity  is rev ealed  
b efo re  a n  a s to n ish e d  au d ieh ce  to  be 
su rp rise , su rp rise  A r th u r  M u lla rd .

A rth u r , decked  in  th e  la te s t  
“B litz” acad em ic  fa sh io n  of 
g ra d u a te  s tu d e n t  gow n a n d  m o r ta r  
board , tu rn s  to  a d d re ss  th e  m asses:

“Y ou know  I  used  to  be a  c a tr
b u rg -a -la r, b u t I r a n  ou t o f c a ts .” 
S to n y  silence. H ad  A r th u r  m isca l
c u la ted ?  O bviously he h a d  gone fo r 
too  su b tle  a n  ap p ro a ch . F u r th e r  
e m b a rra s sm e n t w as soon to  follow. 
T h e  c h a m p a g n e  w ould n o t pop. 
A r th u r  was s tra n d e d . T h e  seconds 
tick ed  by, e ac h  one a n  hou r. F in a lly  
ju s t  a s  h u m ilia tio n  w as ab o u t to  
w in th e  day , th e  co rk  e x tra c te d  
itse lf a n d  re lie f  p o u red  a s  free ly  
as  th e  c h a m p a g n e  aTl over A r th u r 's  
su it. S en s in g  to ta l  d isa s te r , P ro 
fe sso r M u lla rd  took  th e  p ro ceed in g s 
in to  h is  ow n h a n d s  a n d  lau n ch e d  
in to  a n  im p ro m p tu  s in g so n g  of 
“W h a t a  s tu p id  so n ” a n d  “B oiled

to  be a b it  b la n d  fo r th is  w r i te r ’s 
lik ing . H ow ever, Ic a ru s  w ere a n  
ex cep tio n  — h eav y  b ass , ch o p p y  
g u ita r , d an ceab le  tu n e s  and. re le 
v a n t  ly rics  (no  J a h  a n d  A frica , 
th a n k  you very  m u c h ).

“ 11 o ’c lock  tic k  to c k ” m u s t be 
one of m y fa v o u rite  reco rd s  o f th e  
year, a n d  U2 one of th e  b e s t b an d s. 
Bono is a  c a p tiv a tin g  s in g e r  — ex u 
b e ra n t  a n d  en ig m a tic , h e  th r iv e s  
on  th e  a t te n tio n  of th e  aud ien ce ,

be-^s a n d  c a r ro ts .” I could  have  died 
fo r  him . T h e  response  w as a  barely  
au d ib le  m um ble  fro m  a couple of 
d ru n k s  in  th e  f ro n t  row.

F o r tu n a te ly , in  th e  m ean tim e , th e  
R e lu c ta n t  S te reo ty p es  h a d  been  
h a s te n e d ' on  s ta g e  su ch  th a t  M r 
M a lla rd 's  a b ri p t ev ic tion  w as none  
too  no ticeab le . Now, w hen  I  say  
fo r tu n a te ly  v is-a-vis o u r R e lu c ta n t 
F r ie n d s  t h a t  does n o t m e an  th a t  
th e y  w ere a n y th in g  to  w rite  hom e 
•about. T h e y  w ere p re t ty  du lliss im o  
in  fa c t. C rappy  w h ite  reg g ae  co m 
b ined  w ith  th e  “G ood T im e  S y n 
d ro m e ,” th a t  gig d a m n in g  in d ic t
m e n t w hereby  everybody h a s  to  
en oy them selves, smile and clap

c a rry in g  it a lo n g  in  th e  p a lm  of h is  
h a n d  like a  ro lle r c o a s te r  th ro u g h  
its  c rescen d o s a n d  d im in u en d o s, 
h u r tl in g  re le n tle ss ly  th ro u g h  th e  
se t.

U2 w a lk  a  tig h tro p e  b e tw een  rock  
a n d  pop, b a lan c in g  p recario u sly  b e 
tw een  th e  tw o y e t n e v e r q u ite  fa ll
ing. on  to  one  s id e  o r  th e  o th e r . I f
th is  is th e ir  a t tra c t io n , i t  is also  
t h e i r  dow nfa ll. Too boppy fo r 
p u n k , b u t too  p u n k y  fo r pop, th e y

tb e ir  h a n d s  to  th e  m usic  a n d
in v a ria b ly  d o e sn ’t.

M ean w h ile  th e  re lu c ta n t  s te reo 
ty pes .(w ith a  sm ell -s” if  you 
p lease) w ere b o rin g  th e  p a n ts  ofl- 
e ervbody  ou ts id e , good old A r th u r  
w as d ro w n in g  h is  so rrow s in  d o u b le  
qu ick  fa sh io n  in  th e  b a r. la te r  to. 
a cco m p an y  m yself a n d  a  se lec t few" 
by bus to  P assfte ld  H a ll w here oue  
gu s t k ep t us up  u n til  th e  s m a ll 
h o u rs  of th e  m o rn in g  ta lk in g  a b o u t 
h im se lf, C e leb rity  S q u a res  a n d  
A rsen a l FC. I t  could  h av e  b een  
worse. I t  could  have  ra in e d . Arthur* 
M 'T la rd  lives in  a council f la t  itv

fa ll  b e tw een  tw o  stools, tw o s p e 
c ia lised  m a rk e ts  w hich  ra re ly  ven
tu re  o u ts id e  th e i r  m u s ica l genre. 
“ 11 o 'clock” sh o u ld  h av e  been a: 
h :t. P e rh a p s  t h a t  is w hy it  
fa iled . . . .

H ow ever, U 2 a re  too  good to  re
m a in  re la tiv e ly  u n k n o w n  fo r long . 
Look o u t fo r th e m  on  "T o p  o f  th e  
P ops.”

P.E.

ENTS. STEWARDS CONTROL THE SURGING MASSES AS U - 2  TAKE THE
HALOAN ROOM STAGE.

H ig h b u ry .
PATRICK EGGLESTON

ICARUS SHARE HONOURS AT 
GRAND FRESHERS’ BALL



Batting 
bureaucratically
MARTIN WHITTAKER recently wrote an 
article of welcom e for the A.U. Argus which  
suffered from tampering at the hands of the 
editor who, moreover, as a cricket umpire, 
has previously rarely been known to raise a 
finger for the club. You may, in spite of this, 
have been able to gather that L.S.E. is a large 
and successful club which does not confine its 
activity to the summer term. We would like 
everyone to become involved at the earliest 
possible stage, and the club w ill need efficient 

~  organisation as w ell as the players’ ability to  
go further than it did last year. It is there
fore important that as many members as pos
sible attend the A.G.M. on Thursday October 
16th at 7.00 p.m. in S300. This is an occasion 
to learn how the club is run, to elect officers 
for next year, and to get to know other 
^cricketers. Throughout the winter nets w ill 
be held at Lord’s and an indoor league and 
knock-out competition is played. Notices w ill 
be posted regarding attending nets and matters 
w ill be organised so that everyone has a fair 
chance to take advantage of the facility. So 
watch the A.U. notice-board and be at the 
m eeting if you want to enjoy a well-organised  
and successful club.

Jeremy Spencer

II duce
FOLLOWING his marathon (45 seconds) in
spirational address to this year’s Freshers’ 
Conference, II Duce displayed astounding dedi
cation to the task of advertising the A.U. in 
the frenetic first week of term. Alm ost non
stop, Generalissimo W alters appeared “on-call” 
in or outside the G eorge; w hile there was 
hardly an hostelry in the area which a fresher 
could enter without w itnessing another instal
m ent in the long - running serial, “Stan gets 
drunk and makes a complete fool of him self”. 
T o m aintain standards of numeracy in further
ance of achieving his degree, the Fiihrer played 
fizz-buzz exceptionally well, assuming of course 
that the object of the game is to be awarded 
m ost penalties in the shortest possible time, 
and collapsed before anyone else.

Only once, however, was he banned from  
a bar, having been dragged away from the 
pumps to the accompaniment of innumerable 
good w ishes from innocent bystanders who 
w ere fooled into thinking that the President 
was engaged in a once-in-a-lifetime “stag night” 
piss-up. Little do they know . . .

. . to help a 1 *

SOCCER EXTRA
After the confusion of the trials, the Football Firsts, Seconds, 

Thirds and Fourths took part in the traditional first Saturday 
friendlies against the Economicals last weekend. The fixtures 
provided equally predictable results. Every year our sides suffer 
at the hands of these w ily  old men and only the Fourths “did us 
proud” by refusing to succumb to their opponents’ professional 
if unexciting approach. The Fourths won 4-2 w ith goals from Steve 
Kennedy and Joe Myskeiro, who, modest as usual, hasn’t admitted 
to scoring (at least not to m e). The Thirds, under Andy Smith, 
put up strong resistance, hitting wood on two occasions before 
going down 2-1. Chris Jones scored the L.S.E. goal.

Further up the scale, the Seconds scored tw ice through Liam  
O’Bonaghue and Harry “Handsome” Theochari but this proved to 
be insufficient as Economicals scored the odd four.

The Firsts lost 1-0, Pat Rimmer accepting full responsibility  
(at least he should d o ; he drew the team out of a hat).

Now  to the Boat Club, where David Mapley is announcing 
plans to buy an Armada to sail on Raleigh. We should have the 
result next issue.

The A.U. NOT ICE BOARD
is now situated by the 

Undergraduates' 
Pigeonholes, diagonally 

across the q
from the A.U. Office 

by the Thre 
entrance.

Please check it daily for all Clubs.

AFTER walking away with • both 
major trophies in London last season 
it was fitting that L.S.E.’s first-team 
footballers mingled w ith celebrities 
at the beginning of the season, fea
turing in a star-studded spectacular 
which made the Thames TV Telethon  
seem like an endless bore (that’s no 
lie !) .

Of course, when our lads were 
asked to play (nay, perform) in a 
charity football match against a 
celebrity e l e v e n  they proudly 
jumped at the chance to aid the 
w orthwhile cause of Help a London 
Child with admirable enthusiasm.

Dave Squires (Football Club cap
tain) : W ill someone please go out 
and try to sell a few  of these pro
grammes ; w e’ve got 16,000 left ?

Rest of team: W e’ve done our stint. 
We sold three whole copies this 
morning.

Despite these setbacks, quite a few  
programmes for the charity match 
were sold to many students (I hope 
the others can live w ith their 
consciences) and some of them actu
ally turned up to our ground at N ew  
Malden to watch the game.

For the L.S.E., they were originally 
relishing the prospect of coming up 
against one of the greatest names in 
the gam e’s history, Jimmy Greaves. 
At last, a real challenge.

Duncan Johnson, Sheen a Easton and Ian Botham at New fVSalden

But it was not to be. Instead, the 
occasion was honoured by the pre
sence of one of the biggest men in 
cricket, or anywhere else, for that 
matter—England captain Ian Botham  
—and also by the dazzling singing 
sensation of the present hour. Miss 
(Shorty) Sheana Easton. Other cele
brities amongst LSE's opposition were 
various members of the Blues Band 
and a reggae artist, Mexicano Grant 
(brother of Eddie), and also Capital 
radio D.J. Duncan Johnson was on 
hand to mispronounce the names of 
the players.

The lovely Sheena, the . only Scot 
not banned from, attending English 
football matches, got the game under 
way by booting the ball towards the 
portly Botham, much to the chagrin 
of the LSE lads who were humming 
the tune of “Nine to F ive” just to 
grab Ms Easton’s attention, and an 
exciting match ensued.

The Sun  newspaper proclaimed that

on the evidence of this game, Big 
Ian was looking fit and slim  and 
published a picture to support this 
claim. Typical of the journalism of 
the gutter press this is a load of 
nonsense. Botham, after breaking 
into a run for the benefit of the Sun  
photographer, spent the rest of the 
game carrying his immense bulk 
around with the grace of a lumber- 

„ ing elephant. However, Botham did 
provide the match w ith a most 
memorable and thrilling moment for 
the crowd w ith a scorching shot 
from 30 yards which almost broke 
the net.

Botham’s goal was the highlight

of an entertaining and high-scoring 
game which saw the L.S.E. eventu
ally come out on top, rallying from  
2-4 down to win 5-4. The result, of 
course, was of minimal importance 
on a day when Ian Botham provided 
the crowd with a magical goal and 
good„money wras raised for the Help 
a London Child fund, but it was a 
useful outing for the L.S.E. first team  
who must try to emulate the success 
of last season and w ill have the 
problem of facing teams trying extra  
hard against a side recognised as the 
best team in London. Good luck 
to them and our other teams for the 
coming campaign.

P r in te d  by  R ip ley  P r in te r s  L td , R ip ley , D erby. P u b lish ed  by L ondon  School of E conom ics a n d  P o litic a l Science, S tu d e n ts ’ U nion , E a s t  B u ild ing .


