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PA101 COAL MINING PA101

The information in this report relates to undertakings of the National Coal Board and non-nationalised undertakings classified to the Coal 
mining industry, minimum list heading 101 in the Standard Industrial Classification (revised 1968). The activities of the industry include: —

The extraction of coal from deep mines and quarries and the ancillary activities of cleaning, washing, grading etc., normally carried out at 
mines. Persons associated with coal production employed by the National Coal Board elsewhere than at the mines (i.e. at area, regional and 
headquarters offices), and their remuneration are in general included, but certain administrative staff associated mainly with activities other 
than coal production are excluded from this report. The extraction of coal from open-cast workings is excluded.

This report relates to Great Britain only as there is no coal mining in Northern Ireland.

The figures relate to years ended in March, and those for 1979 relate to the year ended 31 March, 1980.

in interpreting the data in the tables it is essential to bear 
in mind the notes and definitions which commence on page (iii).
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TABLE 1 PA101 FOOTNOTES TO TABLE 1 PA101

Output and costs, 1975—1979
All Great Britain undertakings classified to the industry (a)(b)

Unit 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979

Number of colliery units or 
mines (c) Number 370 370 368 358 352

Sales of goods produced (d) £ thousand 1,700,576(e) 2,033,341 2,238,091 2,495,826 2,983,068

Receipts for work done and industrial 
services rendered (e) 21 411 495 514

Capital goods produced for 
undertakings' own use •• 204,743 234,755 255,183 351,461 378,886

Non-industrial services rendered 11,457 12,507 14,158 13,514 17,611

Goods merchanted or factored - - - - -

Total sales and work done (f) •• 1,916,776 2,280,624 2,507,843 2,861,296 3,380,079

Increase during the year, work in 
progress and goods on hand for sale 86,600 9,300 33,912 91,822 6,923

Gross output 2,003,375 2,289,924 2,541,755 2,953,118 3,387,002

Purchases of materials for use in pro
duction and packaging and fuel (d) 443,794 473,256 611,358 678,517 725,062

Purchases of goods for merchanting or 
factoring - - - - -

Increase during the year, stocks of 
materials, stores and fuel •• 48,060 6,168 27,471 49,723 —3,338

Cost of industrial services received 36,927 39,006 42,345 40,930 53,532

Net output 1,570,713 1,783,831 1,915,523 2383,394 2,605,070

Net output per head £ 5,231 6,053 6,539 7,946 9,166

Payments for non-industrial services

Hire of vehicles, plant and 
machinery £ thousand 6,576(g) 6,261 7,041 9,424 12,096

Rents of industrial and commercial 
buildings (g) 1,245 1,138 1,010 1,111

Commercial insurance premiums •• 117 165 208 288 208

Bank charges 702 833 1,051 1,298 2,047

Other non-industrial services (h) •• 46,468 55,507 62,989 68,136 78,354

Licensing of motor vehicles 700 798 905 1,152 1,166

Rates, excluding water rates •• 7,513 9,124 10,577 12,436 13,652

Gross value added at factor cost 1,508,637 1,709,898 1331,614 2,189,650 2,496/436

Gross value added at factor cost 
per head £ 5,024 5302 6,253 7,619 8,784

Total employment (j) Number 300,274 294,724 292,921 287,380 284,211

Operatives 272,502 267,231 265,577 259,925 256,998

Others (k) 27,772 27,493 27,344 27,455 27,213

Wages and salaries (I) ••

Operatives £ thousand 820,665 864,090 946,598 1,149,030 1,325,899

Others (k) 103,353 112,241 121,557 149,455 176,851

(a) National Coal Board undertakings forming part of the Coal mining industry and licensed smallmines which for the census years 1975— 
1979 accounted for less than 1 per cent of the aggregate output figures in which they are incorporated. For details of National Coal 
Board undertakings see table 9.

(b) The following information relates to licensed small mines in the industry:®

1975 1976 1977 1978 1979

Number of mines 129 132 137 135 133

Number employed (j)

Working proprietors 103 99 101 134 128

Other persons employed 1,338 1,289 1,314 1,266 1,201

(c) The number of colliery units for administrative and accounting purposes exclusive of any mines not in active production. In some 
cases, units comprise more than one mine.

(d) Excluding the value of all colliery consumption of coal.

(e) Receipts for work done and industrial services rendered included in sales of goods produced.

(f) Details of sales of principal products of the National Coal Board are published regularly in Business Monitor PQ101.

(g) Rents of industrial and commercial buildings (not recorded separately) included in hire of vehicles, plant and machinery.

(h) For 1975—1978 transport of goods by road (within the United Kingdom) was not recorded separately. For 1979 the amount payable 
was £20,058 thousand.

(j) Average number employed during the year, including full and part-time employees (see table 7) and working proprietors.

(k) Administrative, technical and clerical employees, and working proprietors in licensed small mines.

(l) Other important components of labour costs, employers' national insurance and graduated pensions contributions to other pensions 
and welfare schemes, and the running cost of canteens, are estimated for the industry at £452,736 thousand for 1979.



TABLE 5PA101 PA101TABLE 2

Percentage analysis of employees, by full and part-time employment and sex, 1977(a)

TABLE 3

Source: Department of Employment

S

4 5

a

Stocks and work in progress, 1975—1979
All Great Britain undertakings classified to the industry

Distribution of employment, net capital expenditure, net output and gross value added at factor cost by country — National Coal Board 
undertakings, 1979.Capitaiexpenditure, 1975—1979

All Great Britain undertakings classified to the industry (a)

(a) The percentage relate to the numbers employed (excluding working proprietors) in Great Britain at mid-June, 1977, the latest date for 
which information is available.

(a) New building work, plus acquisitions less disposals of land and existing buildings, vehicles and plant and machinery.

Country Average 
number 
employed

Percentage 
of 
Great 
Britain

Net capital expenditure (a) Net 
output

Percentage 
of 
Great 
Britain

Gross value 
added at 
factor cost >

Percentage 
of
Great
Britain

Total (a) Percentage 
of Great 
Britain

Number per cent £'000 per cent £'000 per cent £'000 per cent

England 225,932 79.9 515,834 90.0 2,183,637 84.2 2,098,970 84.5

Wales 31,916 11.3 34,718 6.1 227,816 8.8 212,920 8.6

Scotland 25,034 8.8 20,882 3.6 181,456 7.0 172,892 7.0

Great Britain 282,882 100.0 571,434 100.0 2,592,909 100.0 2,484,782 100.0

£ thousand
■ ------ ———————————————

1975 1976 1977 1978 1979

Land and buildings

New building work 41,879 62,944 90,599 126,559 220,027

Land and existing buildings

Acquisitions 1,598 1,664 2,761 2,555 23,208

Disposals 132 72 47 31,882 24,098

Vehicles

Acquisitions 702 601 511 449 703

Disposals 42 73 35 89 70

Plant and machinery

Acquisitions 230,075 276,467 231,862 313,580 355,058

Disposals 804 1,417 2,181 / 1,815 713

Total net capital expenditure 273,276 340,113 323,471 409,357 574,115

(a) Includes the value of extensions, reconstructions, improvements and repairs of a capital nature.

TABLE 7

Sex Full-time Part-time All employees

per cent per cent per cent

Male 96 — 96

Female. 3 1 4£ thousand

1975 1976 1977 1978 1979

Increase
Value at 
end of year

Materials, stores and fuel 48,060 6,168 27,471 49,723 -3,338 222,937

Work in progress -17 -1 . -108 265 198 922

Goods on hand for sale 86,617 9,301 34,020 91,558 6,725 251,244

Total 134,660 15,468 61,383 141,545 3,585 475,103



TABLE 8
PAI 01 TABLE 9 PA101

Operating ratios, 1978—1979
All Great Britain undertakings classified to the industry (a)

Unit 1978 1979

Gross output per head £ 10,276 11,917

Net output per head £ 7,946 9,166

Gross value added per head £ 7,619 8,784

Gross value added as a percentage of gross output % 74 74

Ratio of gross output to stocks (b) 6.3 7.1

Wages and salaries as a percentage of gross value added % 59 60

Ratio of operatives to administrative, technical and clerical 
employees 9.5 9.4

Wages and salaries per administrative, technical and clerical 
employee £ 5,444 6,499

Wages and salaries per operative £ 4,421 5,159

Net capital expenditure per head £ 1,424 2,020

Net capital expenditure as a percentage of gross value added % 19 23

(a) National Coal Board undertakings forming part of the Coal mining industry and licensed small mines which for the 1979 census 
accounted for less than 1 per cent of the aggregate output figures in which they are incorporated. For details of National Coal Board 
undertakings see table 9.

Analysis of,output and costs. Returns received from National Coal Board undertakings 1975—1979

Unit 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979

Number of colliery 
units or mines (a) Number 241 238 231 223 219

Sales of goods produced (b) £ thousand 1,692.452(c) 2,023,769 2,227,289 2,483,681 2,969,143

Receipts fo.r work done and industrial 
services rendered (c) 21 409 493 512

Capital goods produced for 
undertakings' own use •• 203,765 233,650 253,951 349,751 377,117

Non-industrial services rendered •• 11,402 12,448 14,090 13,448 17,529

Goods merchanted of factored •• - - - Sis - -

Total sales and work done (d) 1,907,619 2,269388 2,495,739 2347373 3364301

Increase during the year; Work in 
progress and goods ph hand for sale 86,186 9,256 33,749 .91,375 6,890

Gross output 1,993,805 2,279,144 2,529,488 2,938,748 3,371,191

Purchases of materials for use in pro
duction, and packaging and fuel (b) 441,674 471,028 608,407 675,215 721/677

Purchases of goods for merchanting or 
factoring •• - - - - -

Increase during the year, stocks of 
materials, stores and fuel •• 47,830 6,139 27,339 49,481 —3,323

Cost of industrial services received •• 36,751 38,822 42,141 40,731 53,282

Net output •• 1,563,210 1,775,433 1,906378 2,272,283 2392,909

Net output per head £ 5,231 6,053 6,539 7346 9,166

Payments, for non-industrial services

Hire of vehicles, plant and 
machinery £ thousand 6.545(e) 6,232 7,007 9,378 12,040

Rents of industrial and commercial:';1 
buildings (e) 1,239 1,133 1,005 1,106

Commercial insurance premiums •• 116 164 207 287 207

Bank charges 699 829 1,046 1,292 2,037

Other non-industrial services (f) 4.6,246 55,246 62,685 67304 77,988

Licensing of motor vehicles 697 794 901 1,146 1,161

Rates, excluding water rates 7,477 9,081 10,526 12,376 13,588

Gross value added at factor cost 1,501,430 1,701,848 1322,774 2,178395 2,484,782

Gross value added at factor cost 
per head £ 5,024 5302 6,253 7319 8,784

Total employment (g) Number 298,83'3 293,336 291,506 285,980 282,882

Operatives 271,164 265,942 264,263 258,659 255,797

Others (h) 27,669 27,394 27,243 27,321 27,085

Wages and salaries

Operatives £ thousand 816,636 859,922 941,915 1,143,434 1,3.19,710

Others (h) 102,970 111,837 121,108 148,726 176,025

Wages and salaries per head

Operatives £ 3,012 3,233 3,564 4,421 5,159

Others (h) 3,721 4,083 4,445 5,444 6,499

6
7



FOOTNOTES TO TABLE 9 PA101

(a) The number of colliery units for administrative and accounting purposes exclusive of any mines not in active production. In some 
cases units comprise more than one mine.

(b) Excluding the value of all colliery consumption of coal.

(c) Receipts for work done and industrial services rendered included in sales of goods produced.

(d) A breakdown of sales of principal products of the National Coal Board is published regularly in Business Monitor PQ101.

(e) Rents of industrial and commercial buildings (not recorded separately) included in hire of vehicles, plant and machinery.

(f) For 1975—1978 transport of goods by road, (within Great Britain) was not recorded separately. For 1979 the amount payable was 
£19,964 thousand.

(g) Average number employed during the year, including full and part-time employees (see table 7).

(h) Administrative, technical and clerical employees.

Notes

These notes give the main Information needed for 
Interpreting the figures In the Industry Business 
Monitors: more detailed information about the 
census is given In a separate Business Monitor - 
PAI001 (Introductory Notes) of the Report on the 
Census of Production, 1979.

GENERAL INFORMATION

Changes made for 1979
The Census for 1979 is in line with similar 
Inquiries being conducted in other member countries 
of the European Community.
The census differed from the 1978 census in three 
respects. A question on the leasing of capital 
assets was removed from the form and a question on 
road transport costs was added. The sample of 
units in the 10 to 19 employment size band Included 
for the 1978 census was not repeated.

Suppression of information relating to Individual 
undertak i ngs
Section 9(5)(b) of the Statistics of Trade Act 1947 
states W "The following provisions shall have 
effect with respect to any report, summary or other 
communication to the public of Information obtained 
under the foregoing provisions of this Act -

i n comp i I i ng any such report, summary or 
communication the competent authority shall so 
arrange It as to prevent any particulars 
published therein from being identified as being 
particulars relating to any individual person or 
undertaking except with the previous consent in 
writing of that.person or the person carrying on 
that undertaking, as the case may be; but this 
provision shall not prevent the disclosure of the 
tota ^quantity or value of any articles produced, 
sold or delivered; so, however, that before 
disclosing any such total the competent authority 
shall have regard to any representations made to 
them by any person who alleges that the dis
closure thereof would enable particulars relating 
to him or to an undertaking carried on by him to 
be deduced from the total disclosed."

If a figure involved disclosure the contributor 
concerned was sometimes asked to give permission 
for its publication. In the majority of cases 
permission was given. When it was refused and 
where contributors were not approached the figure 
has been suppressed, either by combining it with 
other figures, or as in the regional tables, by 
omitting the figure altogether.

Symbols used
The following symbols are used throughout the PA 
series of Business Monitors:

• • not ava1 table
- nil or less than half the final digit shown
* figures cannot be shown owing to the risk of 

disclosing information about individual under
takings

! R rev i sed

Rounding of figures
Figures tn the tables have, where necessary, been 
rounded to the nearest final digit. Where figures 
have been so rounded, the sum of the constituent 
Items may not always agree exactly with the total 
'shown.

lindustrlai cl ass i f i cat ion
[The United Kingdom Standard Industrial Classifica
tion (SIC) was first issued in 1948 and was sub

sequently revised in 1958, 1968 and 1980. It 
sexists to promote uniformity and comparability in 
The official statistics of the United Kingdom. 

.Prior to the 1980 revision the general principles 
^followed were those of the International Standard 
Industrial Classification of all Economic 

’Activities of the United Nations Statistical 
[Office but the United Kingdom SIC has reflected 

the organisation and structure of industry and 
trade as it existed in the United Kingdom. For 
the 1980 revision an attempt was made to align the 
United Kingdom classification as closely as prac
ticable with NACE, the classification in use by the 
Statistical Office of the European Community. The 
SIC is a classification by activity and is not a 
commodity classification. An index based on the 
1968 SIC for all commodity headings for which sales 
data are provided in the Quarterly Business 
Monitors is published in Business Monitor PO 1000.

THE REGISTER
The register permits a questionnaire to be sent 
direct to the reporting establIshment/undertaking 
on which the latter can Include information 
relating to all the manufacturing (or local) units 
which it comprises.
The inquiries provide a major source of
information for keeping the register continuously
up-to-date and act as a check on Its detal I
and structure. For the establishments/under-
takings on the register making returns to the 
quarterly Inquiries, the industrial classification 
Is derived from an analysis of their sales of 
commodities and is reviewed annually. Employment 
data are entered on the register from returns to 
the annual census of production. In cases where 
an establIshment/undertaking does not make a 
return to these inquiries the employment data are 
based on information provided by the Department of 
Employment from the annual censuses of employment. 
New additions to the register are obtained from 
various sources including the Department of 
Employment and HM Customs and Excise. The 1973 
Finance Act allows the latter to pass lists of 
businesses registered for VAT to the Business 
Statistics Office (BSO). Where necessary details 
are sought directly from new businesses. Units 
which cease to trade are removed from the live 
register.

Coverage
In recent censuses returns - have been required 
from all establishments/undertakings employing 20 
or more. For the 1979 Census in 68 selected 
manufacturing Industries coverage of establish
ments In the 20 to 49 employment size band has 
been reduced to a 1 in 2 sample. This change has 
relieved some 5,800 firms of the need to complete 
a census return.

TERMS USED IN THE CENSUS REPORT
Average number employed
Undertakings were required to state the average 
number of persons on the payroll during the year 
of return. Separate figures were required for:

(a) administrative, technical and clerical 
employees

(b) all other employees (operatives)

Averages could be calculated from the figures 
relating to the last week of each calendar month. 
Undertakings were also required to state the 
number of working proprietors where appropriate 
and these are included in total employment 
figures. The figures include persons engaged on 
merchanting or factoring and canteen workers where 
particulars in respect of these activities oould 
not be excluded from the return.
Working proprietors
These Include all persons regarded as "self- 
employed" for national 'insurance purposes and 
members of their families who worked In the 
business without receiving a wage or salary; but 
such persons who worked less than half the normal 
number of working hours are excluded. , Directors 
working in the business but not in receipt of a 
definite wage, salary or commission are included 
under this heading: directors paid by fee only are 
not included.

8 :(iii)



Employees
Administrative, technical and clerical employees 
include directors In receipt of a definite wage, 
salary or commission, managers and works foremen; 
research and design employees (other than 
operatives); draughtsmen, editorial staff, 
advertising staff, travellers and all office 
employees.
Operatives include all other classes of employees, 
that is, broadly speaking, all manual wage earners. 
They include operatives employed in power stations, 
transport (including roundsmen), warehouses, 
stores, shops and canteens, inspectors, maintenance 
workers and cleaners. Operatives engaged in 
outside work of erecting, fitting etc are also 
1ncluded.

Capital expenditure
Undertakings were asked not to deduct from the 
value of capital expenditure amounts received or 
expected to bereceived In grants or allowances 
from the Government or any statutory body or local 
authority. Undertakings with 100 or more employees 
were asked to Include a total net capital expendi
ture figure for each calendar year.

(a) New building work
This represents the cost incurred during the year 
of new building and other constructional work to be 
used in connection with the business covered by the 
return. The value is that charged to capital 
account during the year of return; It Includes 
expenditure on new buildings and on the extension 
or reconstruction of old buildings, the value of 
works of a capital nature carried out by the 
undertaking's own staff and the cost of any newly 
constructed buildings purchased. Figures shown 
include legal charges, stamp duties, agents' 
commissions, etc.

(b) Land and existing buildings
The items shown are the capital cost of freeholds 
purchased and the capital cost or premium payable 
for leaseholds acquired (excluding the value of 
assets acquired in taking over an existing busi
ness), and the amounts receivable for freeholds or 
leaseholds disposed of. The value is that charged 
to capital account during the year of return.

(c) Plant, machinery and vehicles
The items shown are the value of plant and 
machinery and of vehicles acquired, both new and 
second-hand, and the amount received for items 
disposed of during the year. The value of plant 
and machinery acquired includes plant, etc which 
firms produced for their own use in connection with 
the business covered by the return. The value of 
plant, etc acquired is the expenditure charged to 
capital account during the year of return less any 
discounts received, but including the cost of 
transport and installation. Deductible value added 
tax Is excluded but non-deductible value added tax 
on motor cars acquired is included. No deduction 
is made for depreciation, amortization or 
obsolescence. The proceeds of items disposed of 
during the year exclude amounts written-off for 
items scrapped.

Cost of Industrial services
This includes amounts payable to other firms for 
work done on mater i a I s supp lied by the 
undertaking, payments for repairs and maintenance 
(including those in respect of rented buildings) 
and amounts paid to other firms for contracts 
which have been sublet.

Cost of non-industrial services
This includes rents of Industrial and commercial 
buildings, hire of plant, machinery and vehicles 
(excluding vehicles hired with drivers), 
commercial insurance premiums, bank charges and 
amounts paid for professional services, post 
office services, transport (within the United 
Kingdom), advertising etc. Amounts payable on

royalties for the right to use patents, 
trademarks, copyrights etc, manufacturing, mining 
and quarrying rights and technical "know-how" are 
also included.

Gross output
In the calculation of gross output the value of 
total sales and work done is increased by the rise 
(or reduced by the fall) during the year in the 
value of work in progress and goods on hand fa- 
sale.

Net output
Net output, a customary census measure, Is 
calculated by deducting from gross output the cost 
of purchases (reduced by the rise, or Increased by 
the fall, during the year of stocks of materials 
etc) and the cost of industrial services 
received, and where applicable, duties etc.

Net output per head
The figures of net output per head are derived by 
dividing the net output by the average number of 
persons employed (full and part-time) on all 
activities covered by the returns, Including 
operatives, administrative, technical and clerical 
employees and working proprietors.

Gross value added at factor cost
Gross value added at factor cost is calculated by 
deducting from net output the cost of non
Industrial services eg rent of buildings, hire of 
plant, machinery and vehicles (excluding vehicles 
hired with drivers), commercial insurance 
premiums, bank charges and amounts paid fa- 
professional services, post office services, 
transport (within the United Kingdom) and 
advertising, rates (excluding water rates) and the 
cost of licensing motor vehicles. This estimate 
of gross value added approaches more closely than 
census net output to the definition of net output 
or value added in national accounts statistics.

Gross value added at factor cost per head
The figures of gross value added at factor cost 
per head are derived by dividing the gross value 
added by the average number of persons emloyed 
(full and part-time) on all activities covered by 
the returns, Including operatives, administrative, 
technical and clerical employees and working 
proprietors.
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