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[This resolution was adopted by : Holland, Norway, 
Ireland, Spain, the French majority, by half the 
German-Austrian delegation, and by one Greek 
delegate.]
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THE BERNE CONFERENCE AND BOLSHEVISM
How British Delegates Voted.
As we consider it highly important for 

British Socialists to know what transpired at 
Berne and how the delegates representing this 
country voted on the important question of 
Revolutionary Socialism, in spite of their 
inordinate length we print in full both the 
resolution, and also the Adler-Longuet Reso- 
lution because we desire British Socialists to 
know exactly what is being done in their name. 
The I.L.P. Conference is about to meet. Mem
bers of the I.L.P. were present at the Berne 
Conference. They were the only British 
Socialists at Berne. The I.L.P. annual meeting 
will give them an opportunity to explain their 
action on this important question, and it will 
give the I.L.P. rank and file an opportunity to 
express their views upon that action. Cir- 
cumstances are forcing the Socialists of every 
country to choose whether they will work to 
perpetuate the Parliamentary system of govern- 
ment, or to build up an industrial republic on 
Soviet lines. It is impossible to work effec- 
lively for both objects.

It will be observed that the official resolution 
of the Berne Conference declares for Parlia- 
mentarianism and attacks the Russian Soviets 
by implication. It welcomes expressly the 
political revolutions in Russia, Austria-Hungary 
and Germany, leaving it to be understood that 
it does not welcome the industrial revolution. 
It declares for Parliamentary government which 
it insists to be the only form A democratic 
government. It implies that the Soviet system 
has “no chance of gaining the support of the 
majority of the people ” though even its 
capitalist opponents admit that it has gained 
that support. It declares against the dictator- 
ship of the proletariat, but does not openly 
say so. In its effort to belittle the great 
achievement of the Russian Bolsheviki, it 
pretends to agree to send a delegation to Russia 
because of the " general interest Socialists in all 
countries have in exact knowledge, of the facts 
bearing on these popular upheavals." It 

DEMOCRACY AND DICTATORSHIP.
THE ‘ADLER-LONGUET’ RESOLUTION.

The leading idea of the policy which we have energeti- 
cally and indefatigably pursued throughout the whole 
course of the war, was the reconstitution of the interna
tional front of the conscious revolutionary proletariat. 
This same fundamental principle also determined our 
attitude towards the Berne Conference.

We maintain that this Conference runs the risk of pro- 
yoking grave criticism, not because of what is contained 

- in its resolutions, but because certain commonplace 
truths have been expressed too late, not during the war, 
but after the war is over.

On the other hand, the resolution on Democracy and 
Dictatorship gives rise to most serious objections. The 
same men who have passively or actively hindered inter- 
national action for four and a half years, who have 
thought it their duty to abstain from any international 
meeting, now eagerly utilise the Conference for a course 
of action which will inevitably increase the difficulties of 
the International.

We warn the working classes against any kind of 
stigma which may be applied to the Russian Soviet Re- 
public. We have not sufficient material for a judgment. 
One thing only do we know with certainty, that the 
shameful campaign of lying in which the press and 
agencies of the Central Empires and the Entente have 
vied with one another during the war, continues un- 
changed to-day.

We do not wish, by passing premature judgment on 
political methods, to be the victims of the mancuvres and 
interested calumnies of bourgeois governments. To our 
greatregret, we are unable to rely solely onthe informa
tion received from those Russian delegates present at the 
Conference, who represent only a minority of the Russian 
working class. We do not cast the slightest doubt on 
their good faith, but we must demand that the Interna- 
tional remain true to its old principle of hearing both 
sides before coming to a decision. The Berne Conference 
is but a first feeble attempt at an international assembly. 
Whole Parties, such as the Italian, Serbian, Roumanian, 
and Swiss are standing aside ! Others are taking part 
reluctantly. -

We have warned you against any decision which would 
make the meetingot the working classes of all countries 
more difficult in the future. We desire to reserve free 
entry into the International for all Socialist and Revolu- 
tionary Parties of all countries concious of their class 
interests.

The majority of the Sub-Committee have not listened 
to our warnings. We do not wish to be parties to any 
action against the International and we cannot be bound 
by the resolution as a whole, since certain paragraphs 
can be exploited by the bourgeoisie.thus attempts to dismiss the appearance of the 

Soviets as a temporary upheaval which will 
disappear, having no place in the steady 
development of peoples. It should be noted 
that according to the official report the entire 
delegation from Britain and Canada voted,for 
this resolution, but only the minority of the 
French and Italian, and half the German- 
Austrian delegation.

The Adler-Longuet resolution lacks the cour- 
ge to take a decisive stand for the Soviets, 
but it says : " we warn the working classes 
gainst any kind of stigma which may be 
applied to the Russian Soviet Republic." 
The French majority, half the German-Austrian, . 
he Dutch, Norwegian, Irish, Spanish delega- 
ions and one Greek delegate voted for this 
resolution. The Italian majority did not vote; 
evidently the Italians did not desire to sit on the 
ence but to give open support to the Soviets. 
We are surprised that the Irish delegation was 
content to support this compromise resolution. 
The Workers’ Revolution begun in Russia is 
approaching this country westward through 
Germany. It is surely necessary for the 
various so-called Socialist parties to discuss 
their attitude towards it ; to make up their 
minds whether they are to support or oppose 
the Industrial Revolution. The minority in 
each party can then devote its energies to 
furthering the policy it approves.

E. SYLVIA PANKHURST.

THE OFFICIAL RESOLUTION.
The Conference hails the great political revolutions 

which, in Russia, Austria-Hungary and Germany, have 
destroyed the old regimes of imperialism and militarism 
and overthrown their Governments.

The Conference urges the workers and socialists of 
these countries to develop demooratio and republican 
institutions which will enable them to bring about the 
great socialist transformation. In these momentous 
times, when the problem of the Socialist reconstruction 
of the world is more than ever before a burning question, 
the working classes should make up their minds unani- 
mously and unmistakably about the method of their 
emancipation.

In full agreement with all previous Congresses of the 
International the Berne Conference firmly adheres to the 
principles of Democracy. A re-organised society more 
and more permeated with Socialism, cannot be realised, 
much less permanently established, unless it rests upon 
triumphs of Democracy and is rooted in the principles of 
liberty.

Those institutions which constitute Democracy, freedom 
of speech and of the press, the right of assembly, univer- 
sal suffrage, a government- responsible to Parliament, 
with arrangements guaranteeing popular co-operation and 
respect for the wishes of the people, the right of associa- 
tion, etc. ; these also provide the working classes with the 
means of carrying on the class struggle.

Owing to certain recent events, the Conference desires 
to make the constructive character of the Socialist pro- 
gramme absolutely clear. True socialisation implies 
methodical development in the different branches of

‘ Wilson comes to Europe to stitch with 14 points 
the mouth of Imperialism.”

[From the Italian Socialist paper THE AVANTI.

economic activity under the control of the democracy. 
The arbitrary taking over of a few concerns by small 
groups, of workers is not Socialist, it is nothing but 
Capitalism with many shareholders.

Since, in the opinion of the Conference, effective social- 
ist development is only possible under democratic law, it 
is essential to eliminate at once any method of socialisa- 
tion which has had no chance of gaining the support of 
the majority of the people.

Such a dictatorship would be all the more dangerous if 
it were based upon the support of only one section of the 
working class. The inevitable consequence of such a 
regime would be the paralysis of working-class strength 
through fratricidal war. The end would be the dictator- 
ship yf reaction.

The Russian delegates have proposed that a commission 
composed of representatives of all socialist tendencies 
should be appointed by the Conference and sent to 
Russia for the purpose of making an impartial report 
to the International on the political and economic 
situation there. The Conference fully realises the diffi- 
culties involved in such a task ; nevertheless, considering 
the general interest Socialists in all countries have in 
exact knowledge of the facts bearing on these popular 
upheavals, the Conference authorises the permanent Com- 
mission to arrange for a delegation to be sent to Russia 
on this mission.

The Conference decides to put the question of Bol- 
shevism on the agenda of the next Conference, and 
recommends the permanent Commission to carry out the 
necessary preparatory work.

The Conference, however, desires to call immediate 
attention to the fact that the famine and misery which 
the war has brought to the whole world, and more espec- 
ially to the defeated countries, was bound to lead to social 
disorganisation.

Instead of using Bolshevism as a bugbear, and denounc- 
ing under this term every revolt of working people 
reduced to the lowest depths of despair. Governments 
should face their own responsibilities. Counter revolu
tionary forces are already at work everywhere. The 

• Conference warns those who now hold the fate of the 
world in their hands, against the dangers of an imperial- 

-istio policy, and of a policy of military or economic 
enslavement of the peoples.

, It calls upon Socialists throughout the world to close 
their ranks, not to deliver up the peoples to international 
reaction, but to do their utmost to ensure that Socialism 
and Democracy, which are inseparable, shall triumph 
everywhere.

[This resolution was adopted by the delegations 
from Sweden, Germany, Russia, Esthonia, Lettland, 
Georgia, Alsace, Argentine, Denmark, Bulgaria, 
Armenia, Hungary, Finland, Great Britain, Canada, 
by the French and Italian minorities, by half the 
delegation from German Austria, and later also by 
the Ukrainian delegation, 1
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THE INTERNATIONAL REVOLUTION
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(Continued on page 1267).

the Soviets, has changed and events are follow- 
ing their course at a quickened pace. Before, 
we had to deal with two groups of imperialistic 
robber States, that were striving to destroy each

---2: P12) -11 12.7 Lwnnu..——e e 
rent or the grocer or the butcher with a League of 
Nations. They cannot dine off it.

A League of Nations is no use if it does not do

able void—grow again....
Time passed. I do not know how long 
.Suddenly something caught my eye, st

moving-ana Ua-- “o', — TV ------— ,
the edge of the shell crater, crawling along With 
painful slowness. It seemed to stir some half hid- 
den thought, awaken an echo of memory in me,

BY L. A. MOTLER.

twere striving to Gesrey- capitalists, but its own interests, its own 
they have noticed, CSP‘ cia.X country and desires, its factories and shops, its 

life and liberty. The discipline of the Red 
Army is gaining, but it is not a discipline of 
the club, but the discipline of Socialism, the

"Those a« dlW real needs of Ene’BFitish and cleansod batter than with Wilson’s soft soePaisthe 
other peoples. But the League of Nations will soap we use is branded Internatione Podini

BETWEEN OURSELVES.

Mr. James Douglas, in the London 
13th, 1919), is in great pain about the Navai" of the League of Nations. "Woe," 

saysto with a fountain pen that weeps salt tears or Stephen's ink, " Woe to the inhabitarnts, of the. 
earth! Woe J Wool Unutterable woe I

And all because our militarists, are showing 
themselves to be just militarists, not stainedgs Fabians who believe in making people hapPY PX 

AAFO Parliament. It is woe, woo, unutterable 
woe 1 because our diplomatists are diplomatists, 
not members of a Pleasant Sunday Afternn brotherhood. It is not woe, woe, unuttepa"2 
woo I that British women have to exist,, 
beggarly fifteen shillings a week. It is not the miners live in one-roomed houses, nor thata194 
company can pay 197 per cent and still have 
reserve of £150,000. -. 1 1

Mr. James Douglas is a Liberal, with Fabien 
leanings. So believes, in harmony between tha Kind-Hearted Capitalist and the Willing. “R 
Respectful Worker. His ideal of a land "LII 
heroes to live in " is a kind of factory system built in garden cities, with Henry Dubb. coming t 
Work half an-hour too early and leaving halfan: 
hour later than tha official time, and the‘ 
(Kind-Hearted Capitalist) smiling his appreciation 
with a Double Corona between his teeth.

James imagines that a slave is no more a save 
if his chains are gilded with profit-sharing schemes; 
And he imagines that Europe will be a happy 
Europe, policed by a kind-hearted police of the 
League of Nations, armed to the teeth, whilst 
Hony Dubb will not be allowed to carry a jack 
knife on him. James imagines that we have onX 
to have a few more President Wilsons round the 
corner and wars will be no more. I do not agree 

. with James on all these points, but I heartily agree 
with the last. There would be no more wars 
They would be massacres. — - — .

We are asked to believe that Woodrow WIson 1 
an angelic superman who never spoke a foonisn 
thing. But he has seldom done a wise one. When 
Tom Mooney was convicted for a crime he den " 
commit, Wilson got a move on when the workers 
began to be uneasy. But Tom Mooney is »e 111

under Woodrow Wilson's kind and beneficent 
rule, Haywood, the Secretary of the Industrie. 
Workers of the World, was sentenced, with several 
others, to TWENTY YEARS "IMPRISONMENT. And 
as a kind of double-overweight fined 20,000 dollars

THE SOLDIER
The following passages comprise one of six. ^Ta9' 

mente appearing m'the “ Dreadmghi from d 
novel Howard Tripp, a young ealdwr who
Meld early in the war and here records his 
impressions. IV

. Peter came home suddenly at the end of 
April, after nearly nine months in hospital in 
England....

We had supper, than we talked. The inevitable 
subject came round. Peter said—and the phrase 
sticks in my mind—" Do you think, when I was 
wounded, that I lay twelve hours in ^„tak 
without swapping souls with the Devil. Youth,* 
of nobility in suffering and courage in trialas 
something that almost makes war worth while. 
You think the heroism of a man redeems the 
depths of its blackness and gives, it, grace and 
holiness. It doesn't. It damns it thrice.. iou 
talk glibly of a holy war: there iss onlyy, bloody, 
bestial war. The nobility of a man should turn. [0 
better purposes than that, should be harnessed.to 
something cleaner than a slaughter cart. .

I lay there from seven in the morning to eight 
at night. I had been standing in the open, such 
as I did at Loos, save that Noel was not with me, 
when there came a splitting roar in the air and 
something struck me in the chest, head, arm and

At first there was no pain, or only a little in 
my leg. I hardly realised I had been hit. It 
seemed simply as though something had taken a 
little strength from me—strength and firm purpose 
—and made me dizzy. I turned back when the 
trickle of blood from my head became noticeable 
on my tunic. I had gone, about fiftyyards when 
pain gripped me, crushed me, and 1 ...........
seemed to be falling, falling. .. - ..

I think I fainted, was for a long while uncon- 
scious, as, suddenly, I realised that I was storing 
up into the sky, with eyes strangely cold round the 
rims, and that a bank of mud, making a sort ot 
horizon against the clouds, was encircling me. 1 
could not move. Can you imagine my slow y 
growing horror when I found 1 could not move? 
I could hear everything, I could roll my eyes.... 
certain sounds eamo to my ears, muffled, as from a 
distance. I fought for memory, searched a vague 
background of indefinite ideas. Bit by bit it came 
backto me. I had to drag it piece by piece from 
eternity: that was how it seemed—pick UP the 
threads of existence from an infinite and unaccount-

and THE WAR.
Each whisper, as it rose to a shriek, seared an 
jarred the nerves and fibres of my brain with ho 
white, pricking fire. Each movement seemed 
livid eternity. The movements of my heart wer 
go uneven, so strange that I hardly breathed; a 
each shell broke like surf thundering on the rock 
darting needle points of flame rushed beneat 
my skin and my lids. Then, as suddenly as 
began, the horror ceased. 2 1 .,

Another queer figure crept round the edge of th 
crater, this time from the other side. It carried 
box of cartridges on its shoulder. It seemed to I 
in my semi-dozed condition to be grotesque an 
unreal. The mud squelching and sapping beneat 
its boots mingled in sound with the far °

cech delivered before the All-Russian Soviet 
Executive Committee, October 22nd, 1918.)

BY VLADIMIR LENIN.
believe our present situation, despite all 
contradictions it contains, can be charac- 

sed by two theses: First, that we never 
ore stood so near to the international pro- 
rian revolution as at present; second, that 
on the other hand never found ourselves

a more dangerous position than now. . 1
And the most serious part of our situation ] 
asists in the fact that the broad masses of the 
ople are hardly aware of the danger that ‘ 
maces us. Therefore, it must be one of the 1 
ncipal tasks of the Soviet representatives to • 
ike the present situation entirely clear to the 
oad masses—no matter how . difficult this 
sk may sometimes be. The weightiest objec- 
in that was raised against the Soviet Govern- 
ent, not only by the bourgeoisie but also from 
o ranks of the lower middle class that had 
it faith in Socialism, was that we. allegedly

who formerly read only the lying and calum- 
nious articles and news reports of the bourgeois 
press, are now beginning to take stock of what 
is happening in Russia. And when last Wed- 
nesday a demonstration took place in Berlin, 
and the workers-—in order to show their ill- 
will toward the Kaiser—wanted to march in 
front of his palace, they then went to the 
Russian Embassy in order thus to announce 
their solidarity with the acts of the Russian

stutter of machine guns. ’ .
A tall lanky figure it was, with red hair. As 

came opposite me, and as I strained my evest 
look at it, it stopped, and planting its feet firmi 
stooped to ease its burden, I saw the man s fac 
clearly, the lush of exertion upon it, the rugge 
brutality, the squinting eyes. On the instan 
stooping, he became rigid: his eyes became fixe 

n,stnreszrort.intQ.tpeppone‘iSknobs"ioa“NuK.— ’ Gegunthe Socialist revolution in Rusis crouching animal, spread out his hands, lurcho - - “w““ manner as the revolution, in 
vividly, drunkenly into the cavity of the shell hol 
There was a blinding flash, a thunder that bea 
solidly at my temples and ears, a scorching way 
and then something that rolled laughing, and, 
thought spitting upon me, and lay a dead weigh 
across my legs. There was for a long while »» 
swirling pail, like tobacco smoke, through whic 

. fine rain began to Ml gently. . - then again dark 
ness, utter and impenetrable. , ,

When the nurse bent over me as I lay i 
hospital far behind the lines and her blous 
rounded by her soft breasts beneath, came ned 
my lips, I smiled. I dare say I cried, too. B 
I loved her, so tender she was and so kind, 80 so 

.She redeemed me, just as in the tale tl 
crucified God redeemed the soul of the thief. SI 
took me out of the blackness and squalor and stir 
of blood... .I always think of her breasts: th 
seemed to call to me, as though I had been a bab 
to sink asleep on them, to rest. .. rest. .

I love her still for that instant, for the divine 
tender nature of her, for the simple memory of h 
breasts and their tenderness—because Perhar 
she is an illusion, a dear blessed illusion of min 
No woman is as beautiful as that, at least not no 
My ideals are somehow, all foul and bespatters 
mauled, in the dust, broken. ...

His faced twitched suddenly, became ugly, yi

Proletarian Government. ,
So, Europe has got this far in the fifth year 

of the war. Therefore, we also declare that 
we never were so near to the world-wide revolu
tions as we are to-day. Our allies are millions 
and millions of proletarians in all the countries 
of the world. But for all that, I repeat that 
our situation never before was so procarions 
as it is at present, because in Europe, as well 
as in America Bolshevism is being reckoned

estern Europe was not yet due.
Comrades, now in the fifth year of the world- 
ar the general collapse of imperialism is an 
ident fact; now it is clear that the revolution 
all the belligerent countries is unavoidable, 

e, however, whose existence at the beginning 
is counted by days or weeks, at the most, 
ive done more in this year of the revolution 
in ever has been done by any other pro- 
tarian party in the world. The bourgeoisie 
) longer denies that Bolshevism is now an 
ternational phenomenon. Of course, you 
now that the revolution has broken out in 
ulgaria and that the Bulgarian soldiers are 
ganising councils, or Soviets, after the Russian 
odel. Now comes the news that similar 
viets are in the process of being organised 
so in Serbia. The national bourgeoisie of the 
arious small States of Austria will not be able 
> hold out. In Austria, too, the revolution of 
io workers and peasants is knocking at the

with as a world power and a world danger. -
Immediately following the conclusion of the 

peace of violence [Brest- Litovsk] we began the 
positive work of building up the Socialist 
republic. As soon as we gave an opportunity 
to the peasants actually to get along without 
the land owners, and a chance to the industrial 
workers to arrange their own life without the 
capitalist, as soon as the people understood 
that it could manage the State itself, without 
slavery and exploitation, then it became clear 
to everyone, and also manifested itself in . 
practice, that no power and no counter- 
revolution in the world would be able to over-

The other says that it is of the greatest import- 
ance to arrive at an agreement with England 
and France at the expense of the Bolsheviki. 
In this connection one might believe that 
between the English and French on the one 
side, and Germany on the other, a tacit agree- 
ment something like this exists: “Don’t you 
Germans leave the Ukraine so long as we have 
not arrived there. See to it that the Bol- 
sheviki don’t get in, then everything else will 
be adjusted.” And the Germans- take great 
care to do so, for they know that for proved 
service they, too, will have some of the loot.

That is the judgment of the Anglo-French 
Imperialists, for they very well understand that 
the bourgeoisie of the occupied districts— 
Finland, the Ukraine, or Poland—will not be 
able to hold its ground a single day after the 
withdrawal of the German garrisons- and the 
bourgeoisie of these countries,. who only yester- 
day sold their territory to the Germans, are 
to-day offering their fatherland to the English 
and the French. This conspiracy of the bour- 
geoisie of all countries against the revolutionary 
workers and the Bolsheviki is constantly 
becoming more clearly outlined and becomes 
cynically apparent. So it is our direct duty 
to point out this danger to the workers arid 
peasants of all the belligerent countries.

But for us, comrades, the German revolution 
is favourable. Considering the power and the 
degree - of organisation of the German. pro- 
letariat, we may believe that the German

Pin the sunshine of Woodrow Wilson's smile, 
Eugene Debs, who stood as Socialist candidate for 
the American Presidency, was sentenced to ten 
YEARS' IMPRISONMENT. Rose Pastor Stokes, who 
talked Socialism, was sentenced . to TEN YEARS 
IMPRISONMENT. Conscientious objectors, who were --- - ------ 6 . pis iacou
happy enough not to live in Royal England, Time passed. I do not know how Jong: ' . aictve almost: bitter from the bitterness of 1
basked in the Liberty Loan of Wilson a sunlight Suddenly something caught my eye, something . What’ should you know,” he said rough
soap, were sentenced to periods of from "IYn.O moving and dark against the sky. It came round S® imDalien? gesture, « What should anyoREnEorYTATXSC NLAKSEWISOVSOONTsorgsX ene"soemnn: mnoyongoor the shellcraters orsling.loKrish xhowom mRSVonTaFor."?"—hojorkedlisCongressman; Emma Goldman, the Anarchist ; painful slowness. It seemed to S" in and his eyes swept tho room—"of pictures, a
Margaret Sanger of the Birth-Control Movement— den thought, awaken an echo of memory,., armchairs and china ? Its clean, its tidy, it loo 

.. F------ =1-*-+---+if vou look at --A" the honk vnouelv luminous... .presently good. If one did not know it hid all these oV? 
things—blood, murder, rape, blasphemy, one mig 
consider it charming!....

Margaret Sanger of the Birth-contro- .OYE. den "Do6—9," " an presently 
all these will toll you what to expect if you look at render the blank, vaguely luminous. • • :PI "X 
Wilson through the green spectacles of Mr. James■ ■ ----------------  —he nmied bv two
Douglas. Woodrow, you will notice, believes in 
equality of the sexes. What the workers want 
not a Wilson Peace, nor a Wilson League of 
Nations, nor Wilson’s soft soap. The workers 
don’t want open diplomacy. They want no

I dozed again, from weakness I dare say, then 
re-awakened with a crash ringing in my ears: 
ground was preceptibly rooking, shaking. A apse 
of time, then another rending cough, nearer, fuller, 
deeper, and, behind the bank of mud, rising and 
falling scattered fragments of earth and wood.

Knowledge leapt through the lethargy, the un-

Miners in Wales have been working short tin 
and yet the country is kept terribly short of 
and we are told that foreign competition I 
British coalowners out of business. Even bo

Knowledge leapt tnrougn the ievnalg}, v — of the miners around Pontygwaith. have been
certainty in which I was labouring! Quite suddenly without house coal, which is supplied to them
Lertay IWadaled ideas, understood the sound, the colliery, and a stoppage of workhad

----—=-1 u r -1:---4, threatened before the promise of another
livery was forthcoming. Meanwhile, many 
grate was empty ior a week. The only 
explanation of this shortage is that stocks 
being accumulated in case of a strike. There 
persistent story in South Wales that people, 
coming around to the houses to find out Y 
there is room to billet soldiers. . 2

The coal, by the way, is dumped a ton a 
time in the road in front of the miner 8 hou 
Many houses have no receptacle capable ot o 
taining a ton of coal. The miner and his Y 
carry it in many journeys through the house," 

3 ng cooing nad

diplomacy at all. ,
Mr. James Douglas, in his capacity of Editor ot 

The Star, says : " This atrocity will not be averted 
by doctrinaires and professors who talk and write 
pamphlets. It can only be averted by the plain 
B7PR1O"ionzub“l"AKZ«NSnEN“oFntoptnIn pboseYTho Yudjustodmyap"uNL"KXFFNg ezgmnones!"T shivorod,

Mr. Douglas wants to hypnotise Henry Dubb Each moment the thudding terror crep e Susi 
into believing that the League of Nations is a kind The moving barrage edvenmod "e a wave 01 
of patent medicine to cure all diseases. And • - 4
Woodrow Wilson is the man to sell it at so much 
the bottle, with a written guarantee if desired.
But we noticed that Mr. Lloyd George had to leave 
that now toy and hurry over to England when 
the minors and the Clyde workers and the soldiers

...._____ __ 03 advanced like a wave of the 
incoming sea upon the sand. I had enough life in 
me still to be horrified, to be filled with the fearful 
suspense of awaiting death. You cannot under 
stand all that I went through lying there with 
hellish curtains of fire pounding towards me

bezn people, the plain people, cannot pay the not do any of those things, boonuseit cannot: oatr'y it in many jouy ..... — — 
4 +.. ‘------it. w+h a T.hnona of The peoples, the plain peoples, can only do tnese < in the vard or the scullery, as seems handi

things themselves. " Freedom cannot be granted P Rubbish for the dustman has to be car 
through the house by the miner s wife, and er 
the road to be collected. The local author 
provides no dust pail. . —

If the Labour Councillors, so many of 
have been elected in South Wales during 
recent contests, can do anything tor the min 
wife they will secure some improvements 
conditions for her.

things themselves.
it must be taken." •. . . „

In the words of Mr. James Douglas himself • 
« It can only be done by the plain peoples • •* • -hey 
must terrify the reactionaries and frighten, the 
jinagoos and scare the militarists who are still diving 
in the year 1914 instead of 1919.”

X’ill the people. " Then we shall see whether the world cannot be

any of these:— „(a) Abolish such a thing as a working class.
(b) Restore the land to the people. ------
(o) Build homes—real homes—for all the people, jingoes(d) Transfer all industry into the hands of the in they 

workers, who will then be ALL THE PEOPLE:

“to tr'I

Yssk Oll-weremmere might be reason in the Bill, 
the meantime ourleright it had to claim more

annexations.
July John Maclean has been on hunger strik 
undergoing forcible feeding. Is this count 
be the last in granting reprieves. German 
shown the way by freeing Karl Liebknecht 
popularity has been increased enormously 
unjust treatment meted put to him.When

Andemnities. 01 U. ( pii 
slol right of the peoples vs. /(

4 a us that Mr. _ _______________________________ ___
grnational Federation . Never Endians"—■ going to have our political prisoners 
—Mrbazents,12 Santheeinsstatement, All sections of the community. should

oor everywhere.
In Germany the press already talks openly 
the abdication of the Kaiser and the In- 

pendent Social Democratic Party now dares 
) speakof the German republic. This certainly 
cans something I The German revolution is 
ready a fact. The military party talks 
bout it openly. In East Prussia revolu- 
unary committees have been formed; revolu- 
onary slogans are being uttered. The Scheide- 
ann gang will not remain at the helm very 
>ng; it does not represent the broad masses of 
io people, and the proletarian revolution in 
ermany is inevitable.
So far as Italy is concerned, the revolu- 

ionary sentiment of the proletariat of that 
ountry is evident to us. When Gompers, the 
ocial patriot who has turned himself over to 
he bourgeoisie, visited the cities of Italy and 
reached patriotism to the workers he was 
issed out everywhere. During the war the 
talian Socialist Party has taken a big step 
owards the Left. In France at the beginning 
if the war the number of patriots among the 
workers was only too great, for it was declared 
hat the soil of France and Paris was menaced. 
But there, too, the attitude of the proletariat 
s changing. When a letter was read’ to the 
ast convention telling what -mischief the 
Entente was up to in Russia there were shouts 
if “ Long live the Russian Socialist Republic ” 
nd " Long live the Soviets 1 " Yesterday we 
ot word that at a meeting held in Paris 2,000 
metal workers greeted the Soviet Republic.

And in England it is true that the so-called 
Independent Labour Party has not openly 
entered into an alliance with the Bolsheviki,

throw the Soviet power, i.e., the government . 
of the workers and peasants. It required many 
months for us to come to this conviction in 
Russia.

In the cities the revolution began to con- 
solidate itself already in November, 1917, but 
in the country it did not do so until the summer 
of 1918. In the Ukraine, on the Don, and in 
various other places, the peasants have had 
occasion to feel the power of the Constituents 
and the Czecho-Slovaks in their own affairs. 
This required many, many months, but our 
agricultural population comes out of the struggle 
hardened. The peasants finally became aware 
of the danger menacing them from the side of 
the capitalists and the land owners, but were 
not frightened, and merely said to themselves : 
“ We have learned much in a single year, but 
we shall learn still more.”

The West European bourgeoisie, that up to 
now has not taken the Bolsheviki seriously, is 
now becoming aware of a power in Russia to 
arouse true heroism and a genuine spirit of 
self-sacrifice in the masses. When this pro- 
letarian power began to infect Europe the 
bourgeoisie of the world noted that it, too, 
must reckon with this enemy. And so the 
bourgeoisie began to unite more closely in 
proportion as we drew nearer to the proletarian 
world revolution which flared up, now here, 
now there. ,

Now the situation for us, for the Russia of

but its sympathies for us are constantly on the 
ncrease. The Socialist Labour Parties of Scot- 
and have come out openly for the Bolsheviki.

This fact looms up before us entirely on its 
.. own initiative : Bolshevism has become a world 
tl theory and tactics of the international prole- 

tariat. And the working men of all countries,

revolution will develop such power and will be 
well organised, that it will solve a hundred 
international problems. Only we must know 
how to march in line with the German revolu- 
tion, not to run ahead of it and injure it, but to 
help it. And our comrades, the communists of 
the Ukraine, must bear this in mind. Our 
principal work must be carrying on propa- 
ganda, and a daring, persistent propaganda.

We ‘must not forget that Germany forms 
the most important link in the revolutionary 
chain. The success of the world revolution 
depends to the greatest degree upon Germany. 
We must not fail to consider the changes and 
excrescences accompanying every revolution. 
In every country the revolution follows its 
particular ways, and these ways are so different 
and tortuous that in many countries the revo- 
lution can be delayed one or two years. Every 
country must pass through definite political 
stages in order to arrive at the same point— 
the inevitable proletarian revolution. And 
although the international proletariat is now 
awakening and making important progress, 
we must confess that our position is particularly 
difficult because our enemies direct their 
attacks against us as their principal enemy. 
Now they are preparing to fight, not against 
the hostile armies, but against international 
Bolshevism.

We must direct our entire attention at 
present to our southern front, where the fate, 
not only of Russia, but also of the international 
revolution, is to be decided. We have many 
prospects of victory. But what favours us most 
of all is the fact that a change has taken place 
in the popular feeling. The people have 
grasped the fact that in defending Soviet 
Russia it is not defending the interests of the

other. But now t—a  ------- - x _
by the example of German Imperialism, that 
their principal enemy is the revolutionary 
proletariat. By reason of this fact a new 
danger for us has now arisen, a danger that as 
yet has not quite unfolded itself, and is rat vet 
fully visible—the danger that the Anglo-French 
Imperialists are quietly preparing for us. We 
must keep this danger clearly before our eyes 
so that we, with the aid of the leaders of the 
masses, with the help of the representatives of 
the workers and peasants, may make the broad 
masses of the people aware of this danger.

In German Government circles we may now 
observe two lines of thought, two plans for 
salvation, as it were, if there can be any talk 
at all of salvation. One group says: "We 
want to gain time and hold out until spring, 
perhaps we may succeed in winning by arms I ’

not vet discipline of a society of equals.
- The army is turning out thousands of officers

who have gone through the course of study in 
the new proletarian military schools, and other 
thousands who have only gone through the 
hard school of war itself. Our southern front 
is the front against the whole Anglo-French
imperialism, against the most important oppo- 
nent we have in the world. But we do not 
fear this opponent, for we know that it will soon, 
face the struggle with its " internal enemy." 
Three months ago it was said that only the 
half-crazy Bolsheviki could believe in the
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THE GREAT CONSPIRACY,.
The Bar Between Russian and 

German Socialism.
The greatest effort of the Omneil of Ten, which 

controls the Peace Conference, is to keep Russia 
and Germany apart. -. .

Russia’s paramount need is modern agri
cultural machinery, in order thather 140,000,000 
peasant cultivators may be enabled to produce 
enough to maintain themselves in comfort, and 
sufficient surplus food to sustain the industrial 
population of the towns.

Russia, in time, could develop manufactures 
of all kinds to supply her agricultural needs. 
Unless and until she does that, she should import 
large quantities of manufactured articles from 
abroad.,

Germany, a country of vast industries and 
Russia’s near neighbour is the natural source for 
supplying her with manufactured goods.

Two factors have closed to the Russian peasant 
their most convenient source of supply — the 
autocratic Government of the Czars, and the 
jealousy of the Allied Capitalists, who are the 
rivals of the German Capitalists.

Oppressive laws, and the extortion of tax- 
gatherers and landlords, kept the Russian peasants 
in a state of such extreme poverty that they could 
not buy adequate agricuRi^. machinery and 
ma'nufactured necessaries. _

Though the peasants used only 'primitive 
implements on their own land, they were accus
tomed to using the most up-to-date machinery 
and modern methods of cultivation on the estates 
of their employers. Only poverty prevented them 
from getting these for their own land.

Allied intrigues, combined with the jealousy 
and suspicion, always entertained towards their 
near neighbours by imperialistic rulers, induced 
the Czar to form Alliances hostile to Germany.

Nevertheless prior to the war the greater part 
of the manufactured goods and especially the 
machinery and the tools for making machinery, 
which Russia imported, came from Germany.

Though these imports did not find their way 
to the poor Russian peasantsi though only the land- 
lords could buy German agricultural machinery, 
Russian manufactures were mainly dependent 
on German machinery and Russia was largely 
dependent on Germany for man/ufactured goods.

Imports from Germany ceased on the out
break of war, and except in munitions there was 
on the whole, a progressive decrease in the imports 
from other countries.

Since the Workersi Socialist Revolution, im
ports from Allied countries, have ceased, and the 
Allies prevent importation from the Central 
Empires and even from neutral nations.

The Allied intervention in Russia is moreover 
hindering the development of Russian industries 
by preventing raw material from reaching her 
industrial plants.

Russian peasants are not able to raise abundant 
crops, because the importation of seed and agri
cultural machinery is prevented by the Allied 
Governments.

Russian peasants finding that money is 
valueless to them, because they cannot buy with 
it what they need, are reluctant to sell their crops 
which are barely sufficient to maintain their 
families.

Socialist Germany would come to the aid of 
Socialist Russia and, each supplying the other's 
needs, they would together establish an invincible

ourle right it had to claim mo 
-rition the Bill was read

.the meantime 
toannexations.
ondempities. Dhmslesjaij.
-right of the peoples.vs.

2 us that Mr. Bonar
/erznational Federation O “Never Indians ”——-.-, to srant-facilitl.2"rratement.

combination, from which the Socialist com
munity would grow in such strength and beauty, 
that the entire continent, and shortly the whole 
world, would be drawn, by its influence, to

quently failed. If the ploughs had been 
capable of turning up twelve of eighteen inches 
famine would have been rare. The hightariff
on iron and the peasants’ extreme poverty are 
responsible for the fact that only one-tenth as 
much iron was used per head as in the United 
States.

organise on the Socialist basis.
The Allied Governments understand that if

Socialist Russia be allied to a Socialist Germany, ----- . . - —
Socialism will be irrevocably eetabUched; but Yte Russian peasant had an income equal 
blinded by capitalist greed, mil tenacious of only to one-third that of a poor German peasant 
■newer, then fail to realise the glorious possi-- and one-fourth that of the poorest. French 

The Russian peasant produced only half enough 
to maintain his family and animals in decency

power, they fail to realise the glorious P088i; 
bilities and the rich stores of happiness and
evolutionary development, which the golden era 
of Socialism will open to the human race. They 
fail to realise also that the coming of the Socialist 
era is inevitable.

Therefore the Allied Governments, are straining 
every nerve to prevent the alliance of Russian 
and German Socialism. To prevent. German 
manufactures reaching Russia, they are en
deavouring to reduce Germany’s manufacturing 
power to the lowest possible ebb. They are 
preparing to take from^Germany large territories 
containing raw material required by her for 
manufacturing purposes. They are preparing 
to hand over to other countries between 12,000,000 
and 13,000,000 of her people. They are creating 
new states to reduce the power of the German 
people and to divide them from Russia. Allied 
armies are occupying the railways and important 
industrial centres of Germany. They are reduc- 
ing the energies of the German people by starva
tion. Rather than allow Germany's manufactures 
to aid Socialist Russia, the Allied Governments 
seem prepared to maintain indefinitely a military 
occupation of the whole of Germany, or as much 
of it as may be necessary to their purpose. .

In their efforts to prevent the growth and 
establishment of Socialism, this Council of Ten 
is plunging the people of the greater part of 
Europe into untold misery, holding them in the 
grip of relentless famine, forcing them to slow 
painful death and sub-human degradations.

In order to accomplish their purpose the 
members of this Capitalist Council of Ten will 
enforce upon the people still greater suffering, 
but their effort to preesnt the coming of Socialism 
will be in vain. ‘ it is inevitable. - _

Innumerable writers have portrayed the 
hard life of the Russian peasant under the 
Czardom ; a life whose poverty was not lessened, 
but instead greatly increased, by his enfran- 
chisement from serfdom. True he was no 
longer openly bought and sold; his freedom 
to marry was no longer by legal right interfered 
with, as it was in the old days, notably by a 
certain old maiden of the nobility, who, as 
recorded by Turgeniev, forbad her serfs to 
marry, saying : " God forbid. Here am I 
living single. What indulgence I What are 
they thinking of 1 ”

Generals Koltchak and Denikin are fighting 
to re-establish the old regime. ; The Allies are 
supporting Generals Koltchak and Denikin.

When the peasants were freed the landlords 
drove them from their land, and either forced 
them to buy it, or if they chose, gave them a 
small piece of stony ground usually less than 
one dessiatine (two and three-quarter acres) 
and called a “ beggar’s lot.” Those who re- 

. fused to leave their land were flogged and even 
killed. When the peasants were serfs the 
Government estimated that a peasant family 
needed at least 33 acres of land to maintain 
itself, and took steps to assure this; but in 
1900 the average amount of land possessed by 
each peasant family was only 17 acres. Perhaps 
it may be thought that the peasants were able 
to raise more produce per acre than in 1861. 
On the contrary, the rate of production had 
actually fallen.

It is estimated that if Russia were cultivated 
as Britain is, she could maintain 500,000,000 
people ; as it is, her 140,000,000 people are 
starving. Walling, who made a special study 
of this question in the years 1905-8, reports that 
most of the wagons and barrows were made 
without a scrap of iron, and the ploughs in 
general use were of a type used a hundred 
years ago. The ploughing was only six inches 
deep with the result, that as drought is frequent 
in the most fertile districts, the crops fre-

yet even the little that he produced was 
not left to him. He had so little land of his own 
that a part of what he had was rented from 
the landlord, and the rent charged was ofter 

‘ as much and sometimes twice as much as the 
land could produce. To make up the difference 
the peasant was forced to work for the landlord

The Government taxed the peasant very 
heavily, both directly and indirectly. . The cost 
of petroleum when Walling wrote was multi 
plied four-fold by the tax, the tax accounted 
for four-fifths of the price of alcohol, one-hali 
the price of tea. The taxes on the peasants 
land amounted to all that their land could 
produce, and much of what they could make 
by their labour elsewhere. The tax collectors 
appeared at the harvest, and took every scrap 
of the peasants’ property which was not con- 
sidered necessary to prevent immediate starva 
tion. Professor Simkhovitch showed that in
the province of Novgorod the food deficit, to be

1 THE GREAT CONSPIRACY.
Continued from page 1264.

The relief sent by the Czar’s Government to 
jo famine areas was 40 lbs. per head for the 
hole season; according to Walling at least 
00 lbs. was necessary: his estimate is terribly 
w. The people were fed not with bread but 
ith a weak soup made with bread and potatoes, 

n many places the grain sent by the Govern- 
ent for seed was rotten and full of worms and 

nixed with earth and manure, and it arrived 
ate for the sowing. In some cases the sum 
ssigned for this relief was stolen outright, 
‘he contractors and Ministers responsible went 
mpunished.
And what view did the Czar’s Government 

ake of the peasants’ life of hideous poverty 1 
Vailing reports the view of a lieutenant of the 
notorious Witte. Having observed that the 
peasants commonly wore a belt which they 
ightened to allay the pangs of hunger, he said :

" Why, under the present- perfectly hopeless 
ircumstances, is not this a very practical device ? 
.. .The peasant is underfed, but there is not 
nough work for him to do. Why should he be 
ept in full strength ? Is it not fortunate for 
Russia that her peasants do not have the habit of 
ating as much as they do elsewhere ?. ...There 
re many savage races that, forced by necessity, 
ove accommodated themselves to the most 
aried and meagre diet." •
But Social Reform was demanded. The 

■ Social Reform" inaugurated by the late

Of this 8,882,408 roubles worth was kept in 
Russia, and 147,106,580 roubles worth was 
sent abroad. Russia is not getting the benefit 
of her oilfields. The people are without oil for 
domestic use. For the trains run by oil it is 
necessary largely to substitute wood. Russia 
does not even receive the money which she 
should gain by the sale of her oil abroad. 
Mr. Churchill has explained that a British 
Army of " a certain size " is concentrated at 
Baku, and The Mining World, casually referring 
to the Baku oil product under the heading 
" News from the Properties," confirms the 
news that Russian petroleum has passed into 
British hands.

Russia was always deficient in railway 
accommodation. Walling tells us that the 
railways never could transport the produce of 
the peasants: only that of the landlords. He 
says that the peasants were often obliged to wait 
three or four days in the station for a train 
which would hold them. The roads were an 
even worse case. In Simbirsk, he says, the 
peasants paid a farthing per head per annum 
for the upkeep of roads, and the landlords, who 
had " an absolute monopoly of local govern-
ment,” paid nothing whatever for such pur- 
poses. War has in every country made terrible 
havoc of roads and railway equipment, and 
war still continues in Russia.

the Prove LOLR IIKedilisp zar consisted, firstly in the abolition of the 
made up by the peasant "work in th 3 000 000 Mir, the peasants’ ancient communal council, 

the landlord’s estates, amounted to 3,000,000 ’ . .‘oil
roubles. The taxes reached a similar sum. hich was too democraticfor his liking; and,TOUDies. 1115 LoAOo IOooal. C P--1--9-/-111) yotaogiej 1 jii 2ni-and all that remained to the peasants was secondly, the passage of a law to enable the 

-- - -• peasants to sell or mortgage their lands. Thisabout 124 roubles (25s.) per household, from 
which they had to buy a part of their food, and simply meant that in the first year of famine
al their clothing, agricultural implements, and he poorer, peasants would lose their land, and e become wholly dependent on what they could
Onenpeasants could scarcely afford to have eurn" as labourers at an average wage of 8,2. per 

sheepskin coat, and this day: ., . . .. — .for themselves a
necessary garment was worn till it was in rags 
The peasants could not afford to retain the 
leather they produced, but wore shoes made of 
bark. The harness was made of rope or 
knotted vegetable fibre. They could not afford 
woollen underclothing even in winter. The

Shortly the mass of the Russian peasantry
would have been landless, but the Revolution 
has changed the course of events.
The Revolution gave land to the people, 

but it was impossible that the desperate situa- 
ion of the peasants could be righted all atwoollen uuCCrCIOuI- VYU - "--- —-- T .- -high tariff on cotton increased their difficulty once. .In, the year 1911,46.6 percent of 

—o— -2. v ____ ____ ____ j Russia’s total imports were from Germanv.in buying it to wear. They seldom eat meat, 
(usually only four times a year), or vegetables. 
They could not afford tea, but drank a brew 
of sour black bread. Their staple food was

Russia’s total imports were from Germany,

black bread and potato soup.
The women worked 12 to 15 hours a day.

They often gave birth to their children in the

15 per cent from Britain, 42 per cent of the 
agricultural machinery, 80 per cent of other 
machinery, 59.6 per cent of parts of machinery 
and apparatus, 88 per cent of the scientific 
apparatus and instruments, 77.7 per cent of 
ton and steel goods, and 89.9 per cent of the

fields, and returned to work within three or goods made of copper and alloys, which Russia
- — could not long ported came from Germany. The respectivefour days. These women __ _ . . 

suckle their children and when their milk
failed, they chewed black bread and put it 
into little bags for the babies to suck. .No 
wonder there was a high infant mortality I 
The death rate for all ages was higher than that 
of any other civilised community, and half a 
million people died annually, sacrificed to

orcentages from Britain being 11.1 per cent,

poverty.

15 per cent, 11.4 per cent, 2 per cent, 10 per 
cont and 2 per cent. All imports from Ger- 
many ceased with the war. And now all 
Allied imports are stopped and neutral imports 
are largely prevented by the Allies. Maxim 
Litvinof has told us that 40,000,000 roubles 
worth of vegetable seeds bought from Den-

Famines, owing to the primitive methods of mark and paid for in cash by Russia, were
cultivation, were frequent as we have said,
In the district of Buzuluk in the Samara pro- 
vince in 1906, the peasants plucked the ears of 
grain by hand, lest any should be lost ; and 
fed their starving animals with the thatch 
from the roof. A certain Mr. Keeling has 
recently complained to The Westminster Gazette 
that in' Petrograd in this year of war and 
scarcity, his bread ration was only half a pound 
a day, and that the public dinner, to which he 
was entitled, consisted only of thin soup, meat 
and bread. What was the relief granted by the 
Government of the Czar in the famine of 1906 ?
in that year there was no war and no Revolu

t opped by the Allies, and of the All ied ultimatum
which has forced the Scandinavian nations to 
efuse to trade with Russia. The Russian 
peasants were starving for lack of agricultural 
implements before the war, and though the 
Soviet Government and the peasants’ land 
ommittees have collected the agricultural 
machinery of the great landowners, and now 
rrange for it to be lent out and used for the 
eneral benefit, of course there is not enough
o go round. The bad harvests caused by the 
rar have resulted in a shortage of seed, as well 
s of food, and the Allies are not merely pre- 
enting imports, but are hindering suppliesibyool OIOICW(.10 (i “--- -- ----- --- . 5e- ■ ", -nereae -0? ,7. ---in that year Russia exported gram to the rom passing from one part of Russia to another.tion ; in --- J-- ------- -----------, 

value of more than 500,000,000 roubles though 
30,000,000 of her people were starving, and the 
export of rye actually continued in the famine 
districts. The peasants there who had sold 
their grain at three-quarters of a rouble were 
a few weeks later forced to buy it back at a

Counter-revolutionary armies supported by the 
lilies prevent the coal from reaching Soviet 
Russia.

rouble and a quarter.
continued on Page 1265.

The petroleum oilfields of Baku in 1912 
roduced 169,124,814 roubles worth of oil.
* According to the Russian Year Book, edited by Dr. 

toward P. Kennard, the average total earnings of the 
ndustrial workers who are subject to the law of fines 
more than half) was £25 a year in 1912, wo-thirds of the 
omen got less than 30s. a month.

your grain for the good of your country." " Yes, 
of course," he said, " we are only two thousand, 
and if you brought a whole regiment you could 
beat us. But we will recall our own peasants from 
the front, and when they come, do you suppose 
they, will fight for you ? No, they will fight for 
us. ‘ It was of no use—all threats had failed. I

Under these conditions it is to be understood 
that the Russian peasant, still scarcely able to 
produce food enough to feed his family, should 
shrink from parting with his grain for paper 
money, which, under existing conditions, cannot

• purchase anything that he needs. Bessie Beatty, 
an American writer, who was in Russia 
during the Kerensky regime and until the early 1 
part of last year, speaks of the peasants’ 
reluctance to part with their grain even then. 
She says :— - J

" The greatest difficulty that each succeeding 
Government experienced was that of making the 
peasants give up their grain. They wanted plows, 
cotton for their looms, shoes for themselves and 
their children ; and . the roubles they received 
had depreciated so greatly in value that they had 
no purchasing power. The peasants looked upon 
them as so many scraps of worthless paper.

" A Russian who had two estates down in the 
south told me of an excursion that he made to the 
Government of Chernigoff in September. He 
went there to try to induce the peasants to sell 
their grain to the army. ‘ There was one village,’ 
said he, ‘ where there were two thousand inhabi- 
tants. It was in the heart of the rich grain 
country. Since the previous December no official 
had been allowed to enter the village. The people 
had isolated themselves from the rest of Russia, 
and officials remained away under threat of being 
killed. I went alone on horseback with a rifle 
and some ammunition. As I neared the place I 
saw the villagers coming out to meet me. I told 
them they must give bread to the army, which 
was in danger of starving at the front. I made 
what I thought was a forcible plea. When I 
finished an old grey-haired peasant, who seemed 
to be the spokesman of the crowd, said : " That’s 
all very clever talk, but now listen to what we have - 
to say. You want our bread. You offer to give 
us five roubles a pood (forty lbs.). What is five 
roubles to us ? We want to buy shoes. For shoes 
we must pay a hundred roubles. We will keep 
our grain." " All right," I answered, " if you 
want to keep your grain you can keep it ; but you 
need petrol, and sugar for your tea, and iron for 
your plows. If you do not give us grain we will 
not give you these." The old peasant smiled and 
beckoned me to follow him. He led me to a 
window where a couple of crude pine torches cut 
from a near-by wood had been placed. " Those 
were the lights our grandfathers used," he said. 
" They are good enough for us, you can keep your 
petrol." " But sugar—you must have sugar for 
your tea." " Our grandfathers needed no sugar 
for their tea. . They got along without tea, and 
they had as much bread as we have.” “What 
about iron for your plows ?" I asked. Surely, 
here at any rate I had him stumped. He led me 
to a shed at the back of his house, and showed me 
a small, primitive sochar plow, in use now only in 
the most backward sections. " Do you see that 
blade ? " he asked. " Our fathers used those and 
they had bread. There’s enough steel on the old 
plows in the village to make new plows to last four 
years. You can keep your petrol and your sugar 
and your iron," he said triumphantly. ’" You 
know," I said, playing my trump card, " we can 
bring troops down here and force you to give up .

tried persuasion, ." But please, please,” I said, 
your brothers are starving-—please give us some 

grain for the army." " Yes," he said, " we will 
give you bread. We will give you two thousand 
poods of bread for our brothers at the front.”

We will be glad to pay you—,” I began. He 
interrupted. " No," he said, " it is a present— 
we will not soil you bread. We have no use for 
your roubles. They are scraps of paper.”’
... -The peasant who could neither read nor 

write knew enough to realise that money is paper 
when its purchasing power is gone. Unless it 
could be transmuted into farm implements, it was 
of less value to him than hisgrain. The dream 
of the Soviets was communally owned farm 
machinery that would lift Russian agriculture out 
of itsprimitive state and lessen the drudgery of 
the peasant’s desperate struggle for life.”

. Lenin tells of the well-to-do peasants; the 
little capitalists who hoard and profiteer whilst • 
their brothers starve. Bessie Beatty ad d r —

. " The same official told me that he had visited 
the village of / Radouel, and. found the people 
without bread, while two kilometres away the 
peasants were feeding bread to the pigs and selling 
Pigs for lard. 1 Why should we sell bread for 
2 roubles a pood, when we can get 150 roubles a 
pood for fat pork ? ‘ the peasants asked.”

The Germans, with their highly developed 
industries and manufacturing skill, might come 
to the aid of Russia; but the Allies prevent it. 
When the German Revolution broke out, the 
Russians offered food trains to Germany, and 

' desired that the two nations should co-operate ; 
but suchco-operation was "forbidden by the 
Allies, and the reactionary elements in Germany 
were thus able to point put that friendship 
with Russia meant renewed war with the Allies, 
The Allies refused to negotiate with the German ■ 
Workers’ and Soldiers’ Council, which was the 
equivalent of the Russian Soviet. Foch ordered, 
the Allied armies to dissolve such councils.

Since, the Armistice Germany’s own hard- 
ships have grown more serious than when she 
was still at war. Mr. Churchill’s own words 
are the best proof of this :—

" We are holding all our means of coercion in 
Jul operation or in immediate readiness for use. 
We are enforcing the blockade with rigour. We have 
strong armies ready to advance at the shortest notice. ‘ 
Germany is very near starvation. All the evidence 
I have received from officers sent by the War Office • 
all over Germany shows, first of all, the great 
privations which the German, people are suffering, 
and, secondly, the danger of a collapse of the 
entire structure of German social and national life 
under the pressure of hunger and malnutrition. 
Now, is therefore the moment to settle.”

British soldiers have complained of the 
hardships of German people. General Plumer 
has protested. Here comes a protest from 
another young soldier :..

" The following information has been given to 
me by the mother of a soldier just returned from 
Cologne, from the Army of Occupation there : —

Sad as it is,’he says, ‘ to see the children so 
pale and thin and so timid of every one,’ there is 
one thing far worse in his opinion. It seemed to 
him nearly every woman and girl seen in the 
streets of Cologne was a prostitute, and for a piece 
of soap and a lump of bread or a few biscuits, a 
soldier could live with a German girl for a week. 
He called it ‘live, ‘ his mother said. . ‘ God forgive 
us.’. I cannot conceive that such ill can be done, - 
as is being done by the continuance of this in- 
human blockade, and no just punishment follow.” 
F Vojksstimme’s report of the wholesale de- 
struction by the French troops of Occupation • 
in the Maingau chemical factory, for which 
no redress could be secured, is ominous of 
future possibilities.: Very ominous, too, is the 
account of Allied intentions given in The Times, 
March 8th, by Mr. Frank H. Simonds, an 
account corroborated from other sources. 
According to Mr. Simonds when the peace 
treaty comes to be signed, Germany will have 
been deprived of between 12,000,000 and 
13,000,000 people who are to be placed under 
foreign rule. President Wilson laid down as 
one of his peace terms:—

toonstrnemohygoo mtnomythno IAS 
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1266 THE WORKERS’ DREADNOUGHT

THE GREAT CONSPIRACY.7
Continued from page 1265-

“ The settlement of every question whether of 
territory or of sovereignty, of economic arrange- 
mont, or of political relationship upon the basis of 
the free acceptance of that settlement by the people 
immediately concerned, and, not upon the basis 
of the material interestor advantage of any other 
nation or people which may desire a different 
settlement for the sake of its own exterior in- 
fluence or mastery.”

Disregarding this pledge to the peoples of the 
world, the Council of Ten is arranging, as Mr. 
Simonds explains, to hand over to France not 

. merely Alsace Lorraine, but also the Saar 
Valley an area of about 1,000 square miles, 
" because of its great coal deposits.” Says

th)

e w

— " The 30,000 inhabitants would unquestionably 
choose the German rather than the French 

3 nationality at this time, but the question of Self’ 
determination in this specific case is affected by other 
con■siderations■?,

< Even in Alsace Lorraine the workers are 
holding demonstrations to express their desire 
to return to German rule because a change of 
citizenship has meant that their masters cause 
them, to work longer hours for lower wages

• than before. Germany is to lose, Mr. Simonds 
continues, not only Alsace Lorraine and the 
Saar basin, but, as Sir Edward Carson and the 
Secret Treaties promised, all the territory on the 
west bank of the Rhine. A Rhenish republic 
is to bo created to cover the remaining area.

* This is not all, the Rhinelands east of the Rhine, 
are to be occupied indefinitely by the Allied

5 armies, perhaps for 10 years, probably more, 
till the heavy indemnity which the Allies are

• demanding has been paid; an indemnity in- 
curred, if incurred at all, by the Kaiser’s 
Government, not by the people. : This is not 
all. Posen, Dantzig, together with the whole 

— of East and West Prussia, are to be taken from
• Germany and handed over to Poland, in order 

that Poland, as Mr. Simonds tells us, may 
become capable alike of resisting German and 
Bolshevist attack. Thus on the French frontier 
and in Schleswig 2,500,000 Germans are to be 
removed from Germany, 5,000,000 or 3,000,000 
Germans are to become Poles and 4,500,000 
are to belong to the Rhenish Republic.

Europe will be divided into water-tight 
compartments for resisting Bolshevism. Russia 
is to be kept apart from Germany by a strong 
Poland and Allied money and munitions will 
help Poland to fight Bolshevism. On the west 
the danger of Bolshevism spreading from 
Germany is to be prevented by further buffer 
states. The present terrible blockade is making 
German capitalists and aristocrats ready to 
suffer a British occupation which will hold 
down the workers, especially as the German 
Government, in response to pressure from the 
workers, has antagonised them by taking some 
feeble steps towards the Socialisation of industry, 
and has agreed to incorporate the Workers’ 
and Soldiers’ Councils in the Constitution.

There is evidently a difference of opinion 
amongst the Allied politicians as to the best 
way to stay Bolshevism. Lansing, the Ameri- 
can Secretary of State, says Germany must be 
fed : " not out of pity for the German people.... 
but because we, the victors in this war, will be 
the chief sufferers if it is not done." ' The, 
Liberal newspapers continually urge that the 
people must be fed to defeat Bolshevism. 
The Spartacist battles in Germany, they point 
out to be largely a fight for actual food. The 
P aily. News records that the fighting discloses 
hi dden stores of food, which are seized by the 
starving people; and tells that the people 
waiting in the food queues say: " Thank God, 
we are armed." Press reports declare that the 
German rich are indulging in an orgy of luxury 
and pleasure, dancing whilst the people starve, 
and Germany is being reduced to ruins. Yet. 
the same newspapers are unanimous in opposing 
the Spartacist Socialists, who wish to end this
corruption and to establish the era of equality.

In spite of the frequent declarations of 
Allied Ministers and members of the Council of 
Ten that Germany must be fed, the blockade 

, continues with unabated rigour; the ultra- 
coercionist politicians hold sway.

STRIKE POSSIBILITIES
The employers and the Government, which and that they could have 5 per cent interest |
---------1- ---- 1- T-nli-- meanwhile. We are opposed to the principle

of re-paying invested capital. In the case of 
the mines the capital has already been repaid 11 
again and again out of the profits. We think 11 
that the rightprinciple is to offer work to the I

more and more reveals itself asthe Executive 
Committee of the Capitalist class, are now so 
contemptuously flouting every demand of the 
workers, that even the least class-conscious 
of the old-fashioned Trade Union lenders, are 
moved to indignation. A situation is develop- 
ing, in which, in spite of their desire to avoid 
conflict, the National Trade Union officials 
may be forced to approve a strike and to 
follow the lead of the restive rank and 
file, as did those district officials whom the 
A.S.E. lately dismissed. The Railway Execu
tive has indeed thrown down the gauntlet to 
labour, in refusing to allow the 33s. war increase 
won by the railway workers, to remain a per- 
manent part of their wage. The railway men 
in pre-war days were amongst the sweated 
workers of the country: to propose a gradual 
reduction of l5s. to 24s. a week in their present 
wage is not only an outrage, ; it is just one 
of those provocative proposals which no body 
of workers will accept, the refusal of double 
pay for Sunday duty, and the offer of time and 
a quarter instead, will serve to inflame the 
situation. One can only conclude that the 
Government expects that a strike will even- 
tually develop and is choosing its own moment 
for it. Perhaps, also, it prefers to have the 
workers fighting a defensive battle to retain 
their present status than an offensive to secure 
improved conditions.

The coal inquiry has revealed much profiteer- 
ing, and on behalf of the Executive of the 
Miners’ Federation of Great Britain, Mr. W. 
Straker has submitted proposals for nationalise- 
tion. These provide for a national mining 
council appointed for five years, and consisting 
of five representatives chosen by the Miners’ 
Federation, five appointed, presumably by the 
Government, to represent consumers, and a 
Chairman appointed by the Government who 
will be Minister of Mines.The scheme provides 
district mining councils and pit committees 
constituted in the same way, and sitting for 
three years and one year respectively. It is 
proposed that the Minister of Mines may com- 
pulsorily purchase mines and land for sinking 
new mines. It was suggested that the mine 
owners could be paid the value of their invested 
capital out of the average profits of 25 per cent

The German soldiers cannot be trusted to 
fight Socialism: therefore, though the German 
Government has announced its intention to 
build up a substantial army, Mr. Lloyd George 
insists, and the Peace Conference has agreed, 
that the German army shall consist of only 
70,000 or 100,000 men (though General Foch 
and his military colleagues would have allowed 
200,000) and that conscription in Germany 
shall be abolished. Britain, on the other hand, 
is to take Germany’s place as a military nation 
with an army of 900,000, in the first instance, 
and conscription is to be extended till April 20th, 
1920. • Germany is to be allowed no military 
air force and the question of a German com- 
mercial air force is still under discussion.

The German Navy, it is suggested, should be 
distributed amongst the Allies, the greater 
part of the German mercantile marine is also 
to be so distributed, arid the British are to have
three-quarters of the tonnage. Whilst capi- 
talists are prosecuting the war against Bol- 
shevism and punishing Germany, they take care 
to look after their own private interests, for, —re--------- v 1 a -of course they intend that these ships shall Russian.Sov et ystem. ough.owingta 

..... -I-I. differences in the countries, the system wouC
British have to be adapted to Ireland’s needs. The 

— Soviet idea is nothing new to Irish people S 
Connolly was its exponent. The future of 
Ireland will be watched by Socialists on this

pass to them, like the ships built by the British 
Government during the war. The British 
Navy is meanwhile to be maintained at the 
pre-war two-power standard, which will un- 
doubtedly mean an enormous increase, because 
Ame -ica is also we believe about to become a 
greatNaval Power. E. SYLVIA PANKHURST.

IMPORTANT.
NEXT WEEK we shall publish criticisms of the 

Berne Conference by International Socialists including: 
F. Loriot, of the Left Wing French Socialist Party; 
Ernst Toller, Member of the Executive Council of the 
Bavarian Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Council; R. Grimm, 
Swiss Socialist Deputy; Ch. Rappoport, famous French 
Socialist writer; Louisa Munch, Swiss Socialist, &c. 

dispossessed capitalists, for a pension, equal I 
to that given to any one else, if the ex-capitalist I 
is unable to work. That is the Soviet plan, 
and we think it is the right one. The control I 
scheme is not, so good as the Soviet method, : I 
by which members of the controlling body areI 
delegates who must report to, and receive I 
instructions from, those who appointed them, I 
and can be changed at any time. The basis of I 
the workers’ control under the Soviets is the I 
workers in the pits or workshops. Delegates 
from the Co-operatives which represent the I 
consumers, the Soviets (themselves formed of | 
delegates from the industrial workers) and the I 
industrial and professional organisations con- I 
cerned are added to the district and national 
councils.

Nevertheless, we must admit that this 
M.F.G.B. scheme is a great advance, coming, 
as it does, from a National Executive. We 
may look to see improvements introduced I 
under stress of events. - Mr. Straker said that I 
there would be a strike if nationalisation were I 
not conceded. Nationalisation on the Post | 
Office lines or on the lines of the present Trans- 1 
port Bill, would not benefit the workers, except I 
by stimulating their class-consciousness by 
bringing to them a practical realisation that 
their conflict is with the Government—with the 
capitalist system itself. The Government will 
not readily agree to such proposals as those 
put forward by Mr. Straker, defective as they 
are from the workers’ standpoint. If the 
workers adhere to their demands, a great 
conflict will arise, which may include miners, 
railway workers, dockers, and all other en- 
gaged in transport. . The demand of the agri- 
culturallabourers for a wage of £2 5s. has also 
been refused, and though the labourers offered 
to accept 35s., the farmers refused to concede 
more than 30s. If the Triple Alliance decides 
to strike, the agriculturalists will probably 
join them. The dockyard workers, who so - 
lately were beaten, will be glad of an attempt 
to reverse their defeat. But a strike of the 
miners and transport workers inevitably means 
that the majority of workers are thrown out of 
employment. Will the workers use the general 
strike to establish the Soviets in Britain ?

TARDY JUSTICE.
Ten months have elapsed since the Govern- 

ment imprisoned leading Sinn Feiners. They 
have been denied the chance of trial, and no 
charge has been preferred against them. As our 
readers will remember, an alleged German 
plot was used. as a reason for the arrests. 
Now they have been released just as un- 
ceremoniously as they were arrested. : Nothing 
has been gained from the Government’s point 
of view by this absurd and unjust transaction. 
On the contrary, Ireland is more Sinn Fein, 
if that be possible.

Countess Marckievicz, Ireland’s first woman 
M.P., has just returned to Dublin after her 
long imprisonment—her reception in Dublin 
shows that she is even more popular than ever. 
Her sojourn in prison gave her time to study 
methods for the advancement of Ireland. In a 
conversation she told us that she favours the

side of the Channel with the greatest interest.

W. F. WATSON.
A further remand until to-day (Saturday), at 2 p.m., 

was secured by W. F. Watson, at Bow Street. Watson 
kept the Court busy for a full three hours, and as all 
his witnesses were not present, procured an adjournment 
On account of the lively scenes at Ramsay’s trial, only 
those specially named by Watson were allowed to be 
present. Nevertheless, we urge all supporters to come in 
force this time.
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