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Notes and News.
“Left to the Judgment of the House.”

In the House of Commons on Monday, April 30th, Mr. Dillon' 
called attention to a circular issued by the Anti-Women’s 
Suffrage Association, . upon which the name of Lord Curzon 
appeared as President of the Association, requesting members 
to oppose the consideration of women’s suffrage until after the 
war. Mr. Dillon asked whether the Prime Minister had sanc­
tioned a member of the War Cabinet allowing his name to be 
used on a circular asking member® to resist the announced 
policy of the Government.

Mr. Bonar Law replied : As already announced, the Govern­
ment has left the question of women’s suffrage to the judgment 
of Parliament. In these circumstances it seems to be open to 
any association, for or against women's suffrage, whether a 
member of the Government be one of its members or not, to 
advocate its views.

Mr. Chancellor asked whether leaving the question to the 
judgment of the House did not involve discussion in the House. 
No reply was given.

Criminal Law Amendment Bill.
That the protests against the new Clause 3 of the Bill have 

not been in vain is shown by the important modifications intro­
duced by the Government on Report stage. The Lord Advocate, 
who, in the absence of the Home Secretary has charge of the 
Bill, has put down amendments which limit the power given 
by Clause 3 in its original form to Courts of Summary Juris- 
diction. The amendment provides that only a Court of Quarter 
Sessions can order a girl convicted under the Clause to be 
detained in a home till she is nineteen, and this only after having 
received a report from a probation officer or special committee 
to be established for the purpose. Because of the criticism 
directed against the Clause, the Lord Advocate has agreed to 
omit it on Report stage, and recommit the Bill in respect of the 
Clause as modified by the new Government amendments'. 
Although certain objectionable features of the Clause are 
amended, in its suggested form, it still provides for a serious 
increase in the term of compulsory detention which may be 
imposed on girls who are convicted of solicitation and like 
offences. So long as the existing unequal laws of solicitation 
are on the Statute Book, the effect is to increase the inequality 
by adding to the penalties on women.

The Government opposed an amendment to raise the age of 
consent to seventeen. The vote has not been taken yet, however, 
and supporters of the amendment think it may be possible to 
defeat the Government on this point. Another attempt was made 
to introduce compulsory examination by Sir G. Greenwood, 
but the Lord Advocate’s remark that its acceptance would bring 
a hornet’s nest about their heads shows that the Government 
has learnt its lesson. From the Brentford case, to which refer­
ence is made elsewhere, it would seem that, notwithstanding 
its illegality, there is growing up a practice of examining women 
for venereal disease without asking their consent. This case 
is flagrant, and if the press report which makes the chairman 
say that ‘ ‘ this sort of thing had been done before and would 
be done again ” is true, the country should insist on the resig­
nation of this magistrate.

A Dangerous Order.
In this connection, too, attention is called to an Order in 

Council under the Defence of the Realm Act, 35 c., of April 
14th, 1917, which confers very dangerous powers on the mili­
tary. It authorises the Admiralty or Army Council or Ministry 
of Munitions, with the consent of the Secretary of State or Secre­
tary for Scotland, to make rules for defined areas for maintain- 
ing the efficiency of His Majesty’s Forces or munition workers. 
Among other things, it “ may empower competent naval or 
military authorities to impose on persons, whilst in the area, 
who have been convicted of any offence against public order or 
decency, any condition as to reporting movements or other­
wise.” We must insist that under this order there is no intro­
duction of compulsory examination, and that examination for 
venereal disease shall not be made a condition under this order.

Removal of the Ladies’ Grille.
On the Vote for the Houses of Parliament, Buildings, Mr. 

Dickinson urged the First Commissioner of Works to remove 
the grille in front of the Ladies’ Gallery; Mr. Rendall supported 
Mr. Dickinson’s demand. He pointed out that in the House of 
Lords women were admitted to the side galleries at all times, 
and on certain, occasions to places on the benches of the House. 
It would be more gracious that the grille should be removed by 
the present House of Commons, which had been elected by men 
voters, than by a future House, the members of which might be 
influenced by a desire to obtain the votes of women.

We Must All Do Our Share.
“ If all of us do our share,” said Mr. Lloyd George, at the 

Mansion House, on Friday, “ the German submarine campaign 
is beaten.” But he added the grave warning, “:the public must 
stick to their rations. ’ ’

For the moderately well-to-do this is no hardship; but for 
the poor it is difficult indeed to keep within the bread ration 
when substitutes are dear, and take a long time to prepare, 
while potatoes can rarely be had. The situation would be eased 
a little if all restaurants serving dinners where the price is above, 
say, is. or is. 3d. were prohibited from providing potatoes at all, 
and if all well-to-do and middle-class households would volun­
tarily dispense with them. As it is, while greengrocers' doing 
a small business are often unable to buy any potatoes, and the 
poor must go without, the restaurants can buy plenty. Yet 
restaurants, with all their cooking appliances, are much better
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able to prepare bread and potato substitutes than most private 
households. ..- .

Some clubs have now taken potatoes off their menu alto­
gether. Others would no doubt do the same if their members 
wrote and made the suggestion. Let every middle-class house­
hold, too, not only do without potatoes, but cut down its con- 
sumption of bread well below Lord Devonport’s allowance. 
None of us are " doing our share ” if we eat our full rations 
of the staple food of the people when we can afford to buy more 
costly food.

Communal Kitchens.
Another way in which the poorer classes can be helped to 

keep within the bread ration is by the establishment of communal 
kitchens all over the country, where palatable substitutes can be 
bought at a low price and taken away. Most working women 
have neither the time nor the knowledge necessary for the pre­
paration of such dishes. Good work is being done by the 
demonstrations in war-time cookery arranged by the L.C.C. and 
by other local authorities and voluntary organisations. But 
only a limited number of women will attend such demonstra­
tions, and of these not all are sufficiently skilful to carry out 
in their own homes the directions given. There will remain a 
number who—so long as they can buy as much bread as they 
want—will only eat substitutes if they can procure them with 
little trouble and at a low price. We gave an account in our 
issue of April 20th of the communal kitchen lately opened in 
Leeds. Several have already been started in London, one at 
Hammersmith, opened on Tuesday, selling 1,000 dinners within 
an hour. Others have been planned, including one shortly to be 
opened, in connection with the Ministry of Food, in the West­
minster Bridge-road; but thousands more are wanted, and 
wanted at once

old or more. In some houses bucket? full of bits of bread and 
other food fit for human consumption are being taken away to 
feed animals. One hears of venison being sent down from 
Scotland especially to feed a rich woman’s forty-five pet 
spaniels, and of many other examples of ridiculous extrava- 
ganoe. Protests are daily appearing in the press against waste 
of this kind, and also against the use of sugar and barley, for 
making beer and the display of cakes in shop windows.

A campaign is being organised by Mrs. Peel and Mrs. 
Pember Reeves, of the Ministry of Food, to convince the 
country of the vital necessity for rationing.

If voluntary rationing fails, compulsion must follow. Bread 
cards are now being printed for universal distribution in a few 
weeks’ time if this should become necessary.

THE ONLY ALTERNATIVE TO ELECTORAL REFORM.

From The Observer, April 2gth.
“ The Prime Minister's references at the Mansion House to 

the covert revival of faction were brief but very significant. We 
ourselves would far rather that a dissolution were postponed 
until Electoral Reform were accomplished, and that all contro­
versy meanwhile should be very temperately conducted. But 
if the tendency should be continued to attack the War Govern­
ment and its head on any and every issue and occasion, with 
an evident desire and design to overthrow them, the challenge 
would have to be accepted on the present register. There 
would be no alternative.

A Campaign Against Waste.
• Meanwhile there is a growing demand for drastic measures 
against the waste of foodstuffs. School children are throwing 
away large pieces of bread, because they are so accustomed to 
eat it newly baked that they cannot fancy it when twelve hours’

“ It seems so hard for some Unionists to grasp these lessons, 
that they play naively into the hands of their narrowest oppo­
nents. The little Liberals of the ‘ Organised Opposition ‘ are 
apt to reckon that Mr. Lloyd George will be gradually and 
fatally compromised by the more obstinate or designing Con­
servatism. The latter apparently still hopes to defeat Electoral 
Reform, to upset the Speaker’s compromise, to thwart any 
effective dealing with the liquor traffic. Now, the only alterna­
tive to the Speaker’s compromise on Electoral Reform is 
universal adult suffrage.

The Society of Women Welders
II. The Arbitration Case.

The preparation of this test-case was begun by the Society 
of Women Welders in May, 1916. One of their members was 
appointed organising secretary, and to her were brought 
all the different answers of the employing firms to the persistent 
requests of the girls for a rise to the man’s rate. The first 
argument used by the girls was that welding, which had been 
a trade starred by the War Office as indispensable, was so no 
longer, owing to their proved capacity to do it. This was 
admitted : women were replacing men, absolutely and exactly, 
and it was one of that small class of clearly demonstrable 
facts that no one finds it possible to deny. Then, said the girls, 
you must pay us the man’s rate in accordance with Circular 
L 2 of the Munitions of War Act. To this the employers, 
acting through the Federation of London and District 
Engineering Employers, replied that welding did not come 
under the provisions of that circular, as acetylene welding was 
an unskilled trade.

Upon receipt of this formal answer, the girls met anxiously 
together again. If they let it go by unchallenged it meant that 
they and the men they worked with had both irretrievably 
lost their skilled standing. The rates would never go beyond 
8d., and when once the national necessity was removed they 
would drop to any unskilled figure : the skilled men welders 
would be driven out and the standard of pay would be grievously 
•cut by the introduction of women. They resolved that their work 
for their country should not have such a dangerous and disas­
trous result, if fight of theirs could prevent it.

Application was therefore made to the Board of Trade for 
a judgment on this question-—whether oxy-acetylene welding 
was or was not the work of a fully skilled tradesman. According 
to the regulations governing cases of appeal, a settlement should 
be granted within three weeks. It takes little experience to 
learn, however, that indefinite delay is the almost invariable 
practice. The Secretary of the Welders tried, by every avail­
able means, to speed things up. The case was ready, the papers 
and witnesses prepared, the grievance, increasing, and the. 
welders growing sadly discouraged, and yet the Board of Trade 
did not act. The employers trained more welders in the work- 
shops, and paid them at 4d. or 5d. The Society of Women

Welders opened its doors to them, and determined that the case 
of one woman welder was the case of all. It forced up their 
wages here and there, sometimes as high as 8d., and encou­
raged them to ask for their full payment; but the months, went 
by, the work went on, and still the top wages stood near to 8d., 
and the arbitration hung fire. The House of Commons reiterated, 
amid universal applause, that women were paid the same rates 
as men for the same work. The responsible Ministers stated 
that no case of grievance or violation of the Act existed, that 
did not receive immediate redress, and still the case languished 
in official pigeon-holes, and still nothing was done.

At last, however, in October, the case was referred to the 
special arbitration tribunal set up by the Ministry of Munitions 
for dealing with questions arising from women’s wages, and 
it was duly heard on November 27th, 1916. All the points 
implied in the ease were fully set forth; the technical points 
were witnessed to by experts, foremen,, teachers, and expert 
welders ; the customary rates of pay were vouched for by women 
and men welders, and they were admitted by employers'. The 
work and training of the women were minutely examined, and 
samples of work were shown. J The hearing, which lasted for 
four hours, was full and thorough, and when it was over the 
Society once more hoped for a speedy settlement. Once more, 
however, a waiting period began, for the tribunal found it 
necessary to make a number of detailed enquiries before .giving 
judgment. All through December and January the welders 
waited, their rates of pay here and there rising a little above 
8d., but as a rule standing steadily at the flat rate pending the 
momentous decision. At last, on February 17th, the award 
came outfits text being as follows :—

(1) The Tribunal finds and Awards that processes in oxy-acetylene 
welding as now performed shall be divided into a fully skilled class and 
semi-skilled class, and that women of eighteen years of age and over 
employed on munition work comprising such processes shall be paid as 
follows :—

On Processes of the Fully Skilled Class.
The commencing rate shall be 8d. per hour, rising by equal monthly 

increases until the fully skilled tradesman’s rate is reached at the end of 
a probationary period of three months. .

When additional cost is incurred by the employment of women in place

of men, deductions may be made, for so long only as such additional cost 
continues, from the time rates above specified, not exceeding in any case 
io per cent, of such time rates.

ON Processes of THE Semi-Skilled Class.
The commencing rate shall be the rate appropriate to the working week 

of the women under paragraph i (a) (1) of Statutory Rules and Orders, 
1917, No. 49j rising by equal monthly increases after the first eight weeks 
to the rate of 8d. per hour at the end of a probationary period of six months. 
Women normally employed on processes in the semi-skilled class shall 
for so long as they are employed on processes in the fully skilled class 
be paid at the rate for such processes.

(2) Every woman who has served a probationary period as prescribed 
in this Award shall receive from her employer a certificate to that effect. 
No woman shall be called upon to serve more than one probationary 
period in the same class of work.

(3) Nothing in this Award shall operate to prejudice the position of 
any person who is receiving higher rates than those specified in the Award.

(4) The rates and conditions prescribed in this Award shall be recog- 
nised as war rates and conditions, and as due to and dependent on the 
exceptional circumstances resulting from the war.

(5) This Award is subject to any general order which may be made 
by the Minister of Munitions as to the payment of women employed on 
oxy-acetylene welding.

(6) This Award shall operate as from February 5th, 1917. Any period 
immediately before that date during which a woman has been employed 
on a process the subject of this Award shall be reckoned in diminution or 
extinction as the case may be of any probationary period prescribed by 
this Award.

(7) If any dispute arises as to whether a particular person is of the fully 
skilled class or the semi-skilled class, or as to the meaning of this Award, 
or as to the carrying into effect of the principles thereof, or as to the 
applications of those principles to any cases covered by the Award but 
not specifically provided for therein, this Tribunal will decide it. Any 
application for a decision under this paragraph shall be addressed to the 
Secretary of the Tribunal, 158, Palace Chambers, Bridge Street, West- 
minster, London, S.W.

Signed on behalf of the Tribunal,
C. H. G. Campbell, Secretary.

This award, though not all that the welders claimed, admits 
their main contention—it admits that welding is, at any rate 
in some parts, the work of a fully-skilled tradesman, and it 
admits that none of it is unskilled. It lays down that women 
welders, if they do the higher work, must receive within three 
months the man’s rate, and that those doing the easier work 
must receive within six months the 8d. rate. It establishes 
much that the welders claimed, and secures the workers from 
losing their place among skilled tradesmen.

At first sight the Society of Women Welders thought that 
they were now secure. In the face of the award they had won, 
their members demanded the new wages, and for a few short 
days they supposed they would get them. But such hopes were 
short lived, for the firms to which the award primarily applied 
promptly refused to execute it. Its terms were plain and clear-— 
as plain and clear as the old L2 it amplified; but those 
employers said that such an award could not apply to them. 
None of their work was fully skilled, and they therefore refused 
to make any change in their fates of pay. This contention was, 
of course, at once objected to by the Society, which immediately 
applied to the Tribunal for the enforcing of the award, and for 
the third time the period of waiting began. As we go to press 
a successful result has just been received, a considerable 
number of individual welders having been adjudged in the fully- 
skilled class.

But in spite of this first initial success, the Society 
has plenty of hard work before it, and the need for its existence 
and the value of its action grows daily more evident. Every 
day new welders come into the trade; every day new firms adopt 
the process, and everywhere, on every day, and in every place 
the rate-cutting, skill-belittling process goes on. The fight is 
not over yet, and all its issues are not yet determined, but the 
Society of Women Welders grows more and more sure of itself. 
But for co-operation and co-ordination they would have 
been, and would still be, helpless—without the exchange of 
knowledge and mutual advice they would have made grave 
mistakes; without the support and encouragement of working 
together for what they believed to be right they would have 
faltered through the long delays and been misled by their strong 
opponents. But now, secure and united, keen, strong and 
hopeful their Society stands firm, determined to establish its 
just contention and to enforce its legal ‘ award; determined to 
organise the women welders in the kingdom, and to help them 
all; determined to do good work for good wages, to play fair 
and to run straight, to help the country without betraying the 
soldiers who have gone away to fight for it, and determined 
to prove in their own persons and by their own hard work that 
women can, when they get the chance,, do, and do well, this part 
at any rate of the work of a fully-skilled engineering 
tradesman.

Women Welders’ Organisation Fund.

The members of the Society of Women Welders appeal to 
the readers of The Common Cause for subscriptions to help the 
expenses of their organisation. They are confident that their 
Society will shortly become self-supporting, but at first their 
organisation expenses must be heavy, and they trust that those 
who believe with them that the only protection for women 
workers is organisation, will help them in their venture

LIST OF DONATIONS
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BRITISH GIRLS IN FRANCE
Will you Help to make them Happy?

Cottage pianos, sewing machines, pictures, 
books (especially 7d. novels) are wanted 
for use in the recreation huts now being 
organised for Women War Workers by the 
Y oung Women’s Christian Association in co- 
operation with the Y.M.C.A. Also a motor­
car to take lady workers to and from the huts.

Offers of such Gifts gratefully received 
by Mrs. Piercy, 24, Park Lane, W. 1.

FRIENDS of ARMENIA
Of ice and Embroidery Depot :

47, VICTORIA STREET,WESTMINSTER, LONDON, S.W. 1
Hours, 10—5 ; Saturdays, 10—1. • .Tel. : Vic. 1198.

President : LADY FREDERICK CAVENDISH.

Chairman and Hon. Treasurer : E. W. BROOKS, Esq.
Hon. Secretary : Mrs. MARY HICKSON. Office Secretary: Miss B. HICKSON.

HANDKERCHIEF WORKED 
BY PORT SAID REFUGEES. 

PRICE 1/8 EACH.

T’HE “Friends of Armenia” are now 
— receiving consignments of lace- 

edged handkerchiefs, made by the 
Armenian refugees at Port Said, under 
the superintendence of the lady sent by 
the society to organise the work. The 
price of the handkerchiefs varies from 1/2 
to 2/2 each, according to the work. The 
illustration depicts one at 1/8,

Samples of the New Port Said 
handkerchiefs, or specimen parcels of 
pre-war stock, will gladly be sent on 
approval, on application to the Office 
Secretary.

Donations in aid of the general relief work of the Society, or in payment of 
goods, may be sent to E. WRIGHT BROOKS, Esq, Hon. Treasurer, 
" Friends of Armenia," 47, Victoria Street, London, S.W.1.

Cheques and Postal Orders should be crossed "London County & Westminster Bank. ’

Ray Strachey 
(President Society of Women Welders).

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S FRANCHISE CLUB, 
9, Grafton St., Piccadilly, w. FOR MEN AND WOMEN. 
Subscription: One Guinea per annum from date of Entrance (Irish, Scottish, and 

Foreign Members, 10/6).

Weekly LECTURES
VALUABLE LENDING AND REFERENCE LIBRARY of English and Foreign 

Books free to Members. Non-members, 5/6 per annum.
Catering now re-organised on NEW lines. Luncheons & Dinners from 1/-. 

All Particulars—Secretary. Tel. : MAYFAIR 3932.

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS and mention THE COMMON CAUSE when ordering goods.
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TO ■ DAY’S thoughts
are in the direction
of saving labour.

USE the Greatest 
Labour-Saver of Modern 
Times — The Original 
and Guaranteed

" The Common Cause ” Hut.
Our Hut at Coventry is being erected as rapidly as possible, 

but we regret to say that we have not yet quite collected the 
£1,000 required. We need just over £100 to complete. We 

are confident that our readers will not permit the work to be 
stopped for want of this small sum. •

A subscriber wrote to-day :—" Nothing seems to me more 
important for the country than to provide the girls with proper 
opportunities for rest and refreshment in the midst of their 
ordinary work.”

If you cannot make shells yourself you can help the women 
who are so bravely helping their country and risking health 
and life to provide our boys with the necessary munitions in the

O(darMop

fighting line.
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Mrs. Lloyd ... ............
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Leighton Buzzard W.S.S. 
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Mrs. Aneurin Williams .
Miss K. M. Lowe ...
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WHAT OFFERS FOR “COMMON CAUSE” HUT?

Prices—4/2, 5/2, 6/3.

OR SALE FOR “ THE COMMON CAUSE ” HUT.—A George III. half-sovereign, 
loop attached, and gold ring set with five turquoises, gipsy setting. What 

offers ?—Can be seen at THE Common CAUSE Office, 14, Great Smith-st., S.W. 1.

Cleans as it Polishes An Illegal Order,

Free Trial 
Deposit the 
dealer, and 
your money

for One Week, 
price with your 
if not satisfied 

unit be returned

Obtainable of all Stores, Ironmongers, &c.

Telephone; BRIXTON 1852.

GEO. WEBB’S DYE WORKS,
^: 254, BRIXTON HILL, S.W.

Exhibitor at British Silk Exhibition, 1912. Established 50 Years.
NO CONNECTION WITH ANY OTHER FIRM TRADING 

UNDER THE SAME NAME.

We are celebrated for Cleaning and Dyeing
COURT DRESSES, DAY AND 
EVENING GOWNS, BLOUSES, 
CLOAKS, WRAPS, LACES, 
OSTRICH FEATHERS, FURS, 
:: :: AND GLOVES. :: ::

GENTLEMEN’S CLOTHING, 
HOUSEHOLD FURNISHINGS. 
WINDOW HANGINGS, 
CARPETS, RUGS, CHINTZES, 
:: AND CRETONNES. ::

Owing to our having a large reserve of colour, at the outbreak 
of the war, we are in a position to dye in all the following 
colours:—Dark Brown, Medium Brown, Purple. Mauve, 
Dark Violet, Navy Blue. Royal Blue, Dark Green, 
Scarlet, Crimson, Claret, Plum, Dark Grey, and Black.

The finest and purest pre-war colours absolutely guaranteed.

Special attention is given to Mourning orders.
Instructions by Post or Telephone 
command immediate attention.

TESTIMONIALS AND RECOMMENDATIONS FROM ALL 
PARTS OF THE COUNTRY.

Full details of the Brentford case discussed in our last week’s 
issue (on page 24), have now been collected by the Association 
for Moral and Social Hygiene. The older of the two women 
illegally examined by the magistrate’s order states that she did 
not know that she could refuse to be examined, and did not 
know exactly what was going to be done to her. “ I understood 
I could not get out on bail until I had been examined, and I 
wanted to get back to my baby.” (She is nursing the baby, 
and did not see him from the Tuesday morning till late on 
Thursday night.) “ If I thought I would have to go through 
all that sort of thing again, I would rather ′ do myself in.’ ” 
The younger, unmarried, woman, aged seventeen, was equally 
indignant at the outrage to which she had been subjected, and 
could not speak of it without tears.

It is quite evident that both the bench of magistrates and 
the Clerk of the Court were under the impression that they had 
a perfect right to order medical examination for venereal 
disease of any woman charged with street offences, on however 
flimsy evidence, and there is every probability that other magis­
trates are labouring under the same mistaken idea. Our 
readers will remember that there was no evidence at all against 
these two women, and that they were afterwards acquitted. 
The, examination was ordered white they were on remand, and, 
being unconvicted prisoners, were entitled to the fullest pro­
tection of the law. They did not consent to it : their consent 
was not asked. No apology was made for this outrage.

Answers to questions that have been asked in Parliament 
are not satisfactory. The Home Office, through Mr. Brace, lias 
informed the House that “ the Home Office proposes to ask the 
Brentford magistrates what justification they had for asking for 
an examination in this case.”

What “ justification ” can there be for an wholly illegal 
action ? The men who gave such an order should be 
removed from the Bench, and, since there is evidently consider­
able misunderstanding as to magistrates’ powers, a circular 
should be sent out from the Home Office to every magistrate, 
calling his attention to the illegality of any such order.

it is not the first time that the attention of the Home Office 
has been called to the illegal examinations of women under 
arrest. The answers received have not been satisfactory, and 
it is therefore to be hoped that members of the House of Com­
mons will demand some assurance that an end will be, put to 
this high-handed abuse of magistrates’ powers.

motherhood grants.
A deputation from the Women’s Co-operative Guild waited on Lord 

Rhondda on May ist to urge a considered scheme of provision for 
maternity. Any such scheme, they contended, must be universal, without 
enquiry as to " necessity." They urged the formation of a Maternity Depart- 
ment of the Local Government Board, with a woman of organising capacity 
at its head. In reply. Lord Rhondda promised that their representations 
should be carefully considered, and hoped that the measures he had in 
preparation would have valuable results.
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“THE COMMON CAUSE” FUND.
We are very grateful to the Executive Committee of the 

Glasgow Society who have kindly voted £5 towards the Funds 
of The Common Cause.

The cost of running a newspaper has very greatly increased 
since we made our appeal last July. Any financial assistance 
is therefore very welcome in the present crisis, as we are anxious 
to keep up the standard of the paper and also not to cut down 
our pages further. Another way that Societies can materially 
assist The COMMON Cause, apart from donations, is for them to 
put all their announcements to members in our advertisement 
columns. This is a source of revenue to the paper, and in these 
days of dearer postage should be an advantage to Societies. 
Remember, also, IF you have a want, make it known through 
The Common Cause.

Received ...........   ......
The Glasgow Society for Women’s Suffrage ...

£ s.
55111 o

5 0 0
£556 11 0

“GHOSTS.”
Ibsen’s “ Ghosts,” translated by Mr. William Archer, was 

produced at the Kingsway Theatre on Saturday, This won­
derful, terrible play, which was perfectly acted, evidently made 
a great impression upon the audience. It is extraordinary that 
such a play, with its moral lessons so tragically brought forward, 
should have been banned so long. ‘ ‘ Ghosts ’ ’ should be seen by 
all thinking people.

Correspondence.
THE ABNORMAL EMPLOYMENT OF CHILDREN.

Madam,—The Report of the Departmental Committee calls for immediate 
action by all who are interested in the future welfare of our children. 
Appointed to consider what steps should be taken to make provision for 
the education and instruction of children and young persons after the war, 
regard being had particularly to the interests of those (i) who have been 
abnormally employed during the war, it recommends that in the next 
Education Act these children should be regarded as a hopeless problem 
for which nothing can be done by legislation.

As there are no complete figures available, it is impossible to say how 
many children will be affected. by this decision. But the report of the 
Chief Medical Officer of the Board of Education, January, 1915, estimates 
that approximately 60,000 children of school age entered industry last 
year at an earlier age than they would in normal times. Incomplete as 
these figures are, they enable us to form an approximate estimate of the 
dimensions of the problem we are creating for the future. If our demo- 
cratic movements fail to do their duty by these children, in less than a 
decade they will have begun to reap the fruits of their apathy, and new 
chains, forged by their indifference, will shackle them to an uneducated 
mass of men and women, more formidable in its resisting power to demo- 
cratic aspirations than all the vested interests of a propertied class.

Further, the Committee’s recommendation “to require attendance for 
not less than 8 hours per week, or 320 hours a year, at day continuation 
classes between the ages of 14 and 18 ” is hopelessly inadequate. The 
enquiries of the Workers' Educational Association convince us that 
the people of this country are prepared for a much bolder scheme. We 
propose :.

(a) That compulsory part-time education of not less than 20 hours 
per week (including time spent in organised games and school meats) 
be provided free for all such young persons as are not receiving full- 
time education;

, (b) That the hours of labour for all young persons under the age of 
18 be limited to a maximum of 25 per week.

Our policy is the bolder. Do not let that frighten us, it is the more 
practical of the two. A scheme for half-time system will fit in much more 
readily with the normal organisation of the factories and workshops of our 
principal industries than a scheme for eight hours a week in the schools, 
the remainder being left for industrial employment.

Mr. Fisher’s speech on the 18th was a clear indication that he awaits 
a mandate for something bigger and bolder than he believes to be possible 
at present. That mandate must come from the people.

J. M. MACTAVISH,
General Secretary.

THE FARM COLONY FOR WOMEN.
Madam,—The article by Miss Royden suggests a rational method of 

providing opportunities for recovery and a fresh outlook for those who 
need it. There is a point I would like to bring forward, because it is a 
tendency ignored, and yet, if it is allowed to grow, is the undoing of 
many fine beginnings of this kind. I refer to the attempts, generally 
made sub rosa; to turn such institutions into quasi religious orders. It 
is a remnant of mediaeval barbarism, the effects of which are obvious to 
anybody who cares to watch them. Full opportunities should be given 
to all to follow their own conscience in religious matters, but no sort of 
social, or other pressure should be tolerated, however plausibly presented. 
If we are to have our religion pure, surely it must be first of all honest, 
private and personal.

Bertha Aikin.
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THE WOMEN’S MUNICIPAL PARTY
Non-Party

President and Chairman: THE DUCHESS OF MARLBOROUGH 
Vice-Chairman: THE LADY FRANCES BALFOUR 

Hon. Treasurer: MRS. PERCY BOULNOIS

Current Work—Information for members

COUNCIL MEETING
This was held on Thursday, April 26th, at Sunderland House.
The following were elected to the Executive Committee —

President: The Duchess of Marlborough 
Hon. Treasurer: Mrs. Percy Boulnois
Mrs. Percy Abbott
The Lady Frances Balfour
Mrs. Banister-Fletcher
Lady Barrett, M.B., M.S.
Mrs. Percy Bigland
The Viscountess Cowdray
Miss Eleanor Rathbone
Mrs. Pember Reeves

The following Resolutions were passed unanimously:—
"That Object 1 now reads: To promote the candidature of 
women for the London County Council, Westminster City 
Council, Metropolitan Borough Councils and Boards of 
Guardians, all Local Governing Bodies in Greater London 
and elsewhere as occasion arises."
"That Object 5 shall read: To organise Local Advisory 
Committees and Women’s Municipal Party Citizen 
Associations.”
"That Rule IV shall read: The Council shall consist of 
the Honorary Officers, the Executive Committee, the Chair­
man and Hon. Secretary of each Local Advisory, Committee, 
and 100 women members elected by the Party. ’

Drawing Room Meeting to be held at Mrs. Charles Hancock's, 125, Queen's 
S W. on Tuesday, May Sth. Chair: Lady Frances Balfour. Speakers:

The Duchess of Marlborough on Infant Welfare. Lady Campbell : Creches. 
Lady West : Communal Kitchens.

AL particulars of the Women’s Municipal Party to be obtained from 
the Secretary, 7, Evelyn House, 62, Oxford Street, W.1.

BEDFORD COLLEGE FOR WOMEN
(University of London)

REGENT’S PARK, N.W. 1
A COURSE OF THIRTY LECTURES

ON 

INDUSTRIAL ECONOMICS
Will be delivered at the College by

HENRY CLAY, M.A.
On MONDAYS at 5 p.m. and on TUESDAYS and WEDNESDAYS 

at 10 a.m.
To Begin on Mondag, Mag 7th

When the First Lecture, entitled

ECONOMIC THEORY & ECONOMIC PRACTICE
Will be Open to the Public Free, without Ticket

Chairman—J. MARTIN WHITE, Esq.
A SERIES OF LECTURES dealing with

SOCIAL QUESTIONS RELATING
TO WOMEN AND CHILDREN

Will be delivered on
TUESDAYS, beginning on MAY 8th, at 11 a.m., by

MISS MATHESON
These Lectures have been arranged in connection with the course of 
Social Training now being held at the College in conjunction with 

the Charity Organisation Society.
For further information and for the College Calendar, giving full 

particulars of the ordinary courses of study, and of the Scholarships and 
Bursaries available, apply to the Principal.
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Getting into Step.
The Electoral Reform Bill will very shortly be before the 

•country. Let us, while we are waiting, consider one or two 
points in regard to our own attitude towards it.

This will be the first Franchise measure which will deal with 
both men and women. This is a most important fact; and it 
should, if we appreciate it fully, have a great effect upon the 
relation in which women stand towards political life. There 
are among supporters of Women’s Suffrage persons who wish 
that the fortunes of Women’s Suffrage were not linked closely 
together with the fortunes of an extended enfranchisement of 
men, of University representation, proportional representation, 
and other matters. They would say that the prospects of 
Women’s Suffrage are " complicated‘‘ by this alliance with 
other reforms of the national representative system. But 
surely, if they look further into the subject, they will see that 
this is a mistaken and shortsighted view.

At what have we Suffragists been aiming all these years? 
Surely our object has been to get the whole body of the nation 
marching- forward in step together. We have sought to join 
the forces of women workers—poor or rich,’ wage-earners' or 
unpaid—to the forces of men workers. We have desired to 
effect a co-operation of our forces. We have emphatically not 
desired that women should merge themselves in the political 
and other organisations of men. It was, indeed, at this point 
that in the past many suffragists parted company from other 
women who (whether mildly Suffragist or not in their sym- 
pathies) were inclined to pursue the policy of immolation rather 
than of co-operation. Their view was in many cases a 
comprehensible one. They desired to forget their electoral 
disabilities and throw themselves into party politics as though 
those disabilities did not exist. They were like a man who 
marches in tight boots and says that in the spirit he goes 
forward if his feet do not. They tried to appear to be at a 
stage of political progress which they had not actually reached 
on their own political feet, so anxious were they to forget the 
hindrances which forced them to lag behind their favoured 
company of male politicians.

It is possible, however, to err in the opposite direction. It 
is possible to watch our own step so closely that we miss the 
vital moment when we might fall into movement with the rest. 
This vital moment is now near at hand. Therefore, the 
suggestion which may be offered to members of our National 
Union is this. Let us watch over our Women’s Suffrage cause 
as closely as ever: Let us try most carefully to realise the 
full scope of the Women’s Suffrage resolution carried by the 
Speaker’s Conference—its probable effect for good upon the 
women of Great Britain and Ireland, and its great possibilities 
in the direction of social, educational, and industrial reform. 
Let us acquaint members of Parliament with the general desire 
for Women’s Suffrage that is felt in their constituencies.. Let 
us, in short, not relax our attention on the Women’s Suffrage 
part of the Conference resolutions, or on the Women’s Suffrage 
part of the Bill, when the Bill is published. But at the same 
time—and this is the object of the present remarks—do not 
let us fail to study the Bill as a whole. Let. us interest ourselves 
in the representation of the people as a whole. For of that 
whole, our Women’s Suffrage movement is a part. There are 
people to whom Justice seems a dreary figure; and when they 
are told that “ the vote is a measure of justice,” they feel (and 
hope) that no more will be said. But electoral justice, repre­
sentative justice, is in reality a grand and beautiful thing. 
Without it—as the whole world is now seeing—nations are 
doomed to misgovernment and despair; with it in perfection 
the whole people uses all its powers, and uses them with joy 
to itself and mutual benefit. To absolute perfection, the 
representative system has never yet attained. Even peoples
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who have universal suffrage may have such systems of voting 
and of the distribution of voting power as serve to check the 
public spirit of some of the best of their-citizens. It behoves 
us then, while concentrating our attention on the acquisition 
of the vote, to look also at some of these subjects of electoral 
distribution and representation with which the approaching 
Bill must deal. Moreover, let us not forget this consideration. 
The members of both Houses of Parliament who are desirous 
of enfranchising women are, in general, those who desire 
ultimately that full and even representation of the nation 
which makes for national strength and for national security. 
The opponents are, for the most part, persons who do not 
desire such complete representation. They fail to perceive,' in

The Need for Women Guardians,
There are 641 Poor-Law Unions in England and Wales. It 

will probably be a surprise to many people to learn that 
amongst them no less than 185 have no women Guardians, 
The total number of women Guardians in England and Wales 
is 1,583, 205 of these being also Rural District Councillors. 
The following" list shows the number of Unions in each county 
on which there are only men serving :—

England.—Beds. 1, Berks. 3, Bucks. 2, Cambs. 2, Cheshire 4, 
Cornwall 4, Cumberland 3, Derbyshire 2, Devon 7, Dorset 4, Durham 4, 
Essex 2, Glos. 7, Herefordshire 2, Herts. 3, Hunts. 1, Kent 10, Lancs. 3, 
Leicestershire 4, Lincs. 5, London o, Middlesex o, Mon. o, Norfolk 7, 
Northants 4, Northumberland 6, Notts. 2, Oxfordshire 2, ^Rutlandshire 2, 
Salop io, Somersetshire 5, Southampton 9, Staffs. 5, Suffolk 6, Surrey o, 
Sussex 6, Warwickshire 6, Westmoreland 1, Wilts. 5, Worcestershire 3, 
Yorks. (East Riding 3, North Riding 8, West Riding 9).

WALES.—Anglesey 1, Brecknockshire 2, Cardiganshire 2, Carmarthen- 
shire 2, Carnarvonshire o, Denbighshire 1, Flintshire 1, Glamorganshire i, 
Merionethshire o, Montgomeryshire 1, Pembrokeshire o, ^Radnorshire a.

Each Board of Guardians has the right to co-opt two 
members other than the chairman, who may also be co-opted 
from outside the Board. Of the 185 Boards without women 
members, only 23 have fully used this power; of the rest, 34 
have co-opted one member only, and 128 have co-opted none.

This list is in some respects a surprising one. As a rule, 
it is most difficult to obtain women Guardians in rural districts, 
where frequently the Workhouse is at some considerable 
distance from the houses of those women who would be able 
and willing to undertake such duties. It may not be strange 
that Durham and Cornwall should have four womenless 
Boards; but that Kent should have ten, and the W. Riding of 
Yorkshire no less than nine, seems to require some explanation.

Discouraging Apathy of the Electors.
Possibly the formation of branches of tile Women’s Local 

Government Association in those counties which are most 
deficient, might be useful. It is very evident that there are 
still many people who fail to appreciate the grave evils that 
may arise in Poor Law Institutions where there are no women 
Guardians; or, indeed, the enormous importance of the work 
as a whole. In some places it is said that of late years the 
general type of Poor Law Guardians has deteriorated; the 
complaint is often heard that when a good Guardian 
retires, it is increasingly difficult to get an equally satis­
factory substitute. Possibly, since the war has laid claim to 
the services of both men and women in many capacities, this 
may be true at the present moment; but if it is a fact that the 
office of Poor Law Guardian is falling more generally into 
disrepute, then it is deeply to be regretted; the blame is, how- 
ever, not altogether with the new Guardians, but rather with 
those electors—male or female—-who have failed to realise their 
personal responsibility, in the matter. If electors made it -plain 
that they valued a high standard of efficiency and conscien- 
tiousness in their Guardians, they would, in the first instance, 
more frequently bestir themselves to find good candidates; 
would subsequently canvass and support them at elections; and 
"inally would take some little interest in their work afterwards, 
then there would not be so many captious complaints as to “ the 
rotten Board we have here. ’ ’

With regard to this last point of taking an interest in the 
work of the Guardians,. there is probably nothing quite so 
discouraging to a Guardian who has been putting up a good 
"ght on a matter of principle than to find that, although all 
the proceedings have been fully reported in the local paper, 
practically no one outside the Board-room knows, or Gares, 
anything about the matter. Not long before the war, it was 
stated that in a Guardian Election in London, less than 30 per 
cent, of the electors voted. Such an indolent and inefficient

*The counties with no women guardians are printed in italics.

spite of all the upheavals which are occurring, that this 
complete representation is an ultimate good; and they imagine 
that by pulling the voting power, now a little in this direction 
and now in another, to help some immediate legislative fancy 
or party idea, they are acting as astute politicians. It is for 
us, then, as believers in popular government; to make common 
cause with all those who demand " The Bill, the whole Bill, 
and nothing but the Bill. ” Its provisions, so far as we can 
anticipate them, will not give the sexes electoral equality, but 
they will materially lessen the inequality from which we have 
so long- suffered.

Therefore, " Left, right; left, right "—let us fall into step !
M. H.

electorate has no ground for complaint if their representative 
(passive or active) is equally indolent and inefficient.

Varied and Far-Reaching Duties.
The duties of the Board of Guardians are more far-reaching 

in the welfare of the community than many realise. The great 
question of the care of the children alone, must have enormous 
effects on the future of the country.

The rival claims of special Colonies and Cottage Homes 
are often fiercely contended. The former are easier to run— 
their complete temporary success is very much more pleasing 
to the casual observer than the rough-and-ready Cottage 
Home, which definitely aims at reproducing natural working- 
class life and surroundings, and therefore of necessity shows 
some of its drawbacks. It needs a student of child-life to 
recognise under the beautiful Colony, with all its excellent 
schools, gymnasia, playing-grounds, and workshops within 
its ring-fence, some of the most dangerous attributes of 
Original Workhouse life. The artificiality of existence under 
these conditions—-the deficiency of personal responsibility 
amongst the growing children, and last, but not least, the utter 
lack of the great educative power of temptation—are far more 
evident to women Guardians than to men.

Then there is the great question of out-relief. There are 
two grave dangers to be combated. The first is the idea that 
it is cheaper to give out-relief than to bring people into the 
House, At first sight it seems plausible enough to argue that 
it is better policy to give an unsatisfactory family 5s., or even 
ios. weekly, than-to maintain the whole lot indoors. But if 
there are children being brought up in bad homes, or no homes 
at all, the cheapest thing for the State—to put the matter on 
the lowest ground alone—is to remove and save them while 
there is’still time to turn them into decent citizens. The same 
argument is true when dealing with relief to widows with 
children. Where the home and the mother are good, every 
effort should be made to keep them together; but where the 
mother is dirty and idle, drunken or immoral, the wisest form 
of relief is to “take the children off her hands.” As a rule, 
the main idea in the minds of the women Guardians is to 
save the children. It is, however, quite true that a 
।woman may become unsatisfactory through just “ losing 
heart ” in circumstances of grinding poverty and ill-health, 
and, therefore, it is never wise to suggest taking the 
children away until she has been given a proper chance, 
with adeQuate relief, and, if possible, a little friendly super- 
vision and advice; but if she fails to respond to this treatment— 
if the children continue dirty, ill-fed, and the house neglected— 
then surely no sentimental reason should be allowed to favour 
the continuance of out-relief for the maintenance of a home 
that is thoroughly unsatisfactory. These are points where it 
is necessary for women to assist men to a wise judgment.

The question of respectable old people to whom out-relief 
has rightly been given for some years, often becomes 
increasingly difficult as they grow crippled and infirm, and 
consequently their houses and persons grow more and more 
dirty and neglected. There comes a time when it is imperative 
they should receive further care and attention, either in their 
homes or elsewhere. Here it is necessary sometimes to be 
cruel to be kind, and in the choice of the right moment for 
action—often in persuading the old person that the Infirmary 
is really not the same as the Workhouse—there is very special 
work for women.

Where Women’s Help is Essential.
These are the points where women and men Guardians 

work well together, though often they take different points 
of view, But there is Poor Law work of which it is hardly
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too much to say that some at least of it must be done by 
women, or left undone altogether—the superintendence of 
food and clothing and household expenditure, the superinten­
dence and allotment of the work of women inmates, the care 
and supervision of the babies and nursing-mothers, and above 
all the care of girl-mothers and the maternity wards.

In connection with this last, it may fairly be urged that 
it should be mainly in the hands of a sub-committee of women 
(additional women in connection with local rescue work can 
be co-opted, if necessary), and their Chairman should report to 
the whole Board. Where the services of a Woman Assistant 
Relieving Officer can be obtained, it is certainly very advisable ; 
but the necessity for her appointment is rarely recognised on 
a Board which has not already a fair proportion of Women 
Guardians upon it. When the extreme youth and inexperience 
of many of these girl-mothers are remembered, and also the 
intimate nature of the necessary enquiries as to evidence of 
paternity, &c., it is quite clear that such investigations should 
only be made by women. .

In the near future there will probably be a considerable 
extension under the Poor Law of duties concerning the care 
and treatment of those suffering from venereal disease.

It is clear that what is needed in such cases is an enlightened 
policy that will consider them rather as patients than as 
criminals, and that will insist upon the help—both physical 
and moral—afforded by fresh air and suitable employment, as 
well as occupation during leisure, in addition to modern and 
adequate medical treatment. We must look to women 
Guardians to initiate this programme on many Boards.

We hear much of the question of “ forcible detention ” in 
this connection. It is the general experience of those who 
have already attempted to help cases of like nature, that where 
they are kindly treated in cheerful surroundings, the eagerness 
is not to go, but to be allowed to remain.

Wherever there is a widespread desire to go away, it will 
generally be found that there is not that wise and sympathetic 
management which alone can ensure good results.

Women are probably quicker to recognise the “ right 
type ” of woman for such difficult and delicate work than even 
the most efficient of men.

Where the majority are happy and willing to stay, and yet 
an occasional girl shows an overwhelming desire to ′' get out, 

■ it will almost always be found, on further investigation, that 
she is feeble-minded, or a moral degenerate, with pronounced 
Sex tendencies of periodic recurrence; such cases should 
always be carefully watched and reported upon to the medical 
authorities. Experienced women can often protect a mental 
defective of not very obvious character from being classed and 
treated as “ hopelessly depraved.” — >. nm

After the war it is probable that there will be many reforms 
and changes under the Poor Law. If women are to have their 
full share in deciding the nature of such alterations, and the 
best methods of carrying them out, it is essential that they 
should at once come forward in greater numbers to offer their 
services as Poor Law Guardians, so that when the time comes, 
they may be ready and competent to take their part in the

war found her still in England. It was impossible for a person 
of her active temperament to remain a spectator of the great 
business of war, and she threw herself from the very first into 
work for the Red Cross, devoting to it a large part of her spare 
time. In the summer of 1915 she was elected to a Fellowship 
at Newnham. She was very proud of her success, and looked 
forward with eagerness to the opportunities given by three years 
to devote to research. But, though her keenness for her work 
was great, her realisation of the urgency of war-work was still 
greater, and at Christmas, 1915, she postponed the holding of 
her fellowship to join the first Millicent Fawcett Unit for 
Russia.

‘ ‘ The bare facts of her career, stated coldly in the few fore­
going notes, cannot give any vision of what was to her many 
friends her most striking characteristic—her wonderfully vivid 
personality. She had beyond everything the power of living every 
minute of her life to its utmost; whatever she did she did with 
her whole heart. She could revel in the keen bodily enjoyment 
of physical exercise, and also gain happiness of spirit from the 
beauties of church architecture and church music. She was 
intensely interested in the politics of her own country, and a 
firm believer in the justice of the woman’s cause. Her keen, 
clear mind, her geniality, her never failing courage and good 
humour, made friends for her wherever she went, and in more 
than one home in England she was welcomed as a member of 
the family. Her loss to her friends is irreparable, but they 
have the consolation of knowing that for herself, though her 
life was short, it was crowded to the full with the excitements 
and adventures which she loved so dearly. She came to the help 
of the Allies when her country was still a neutral power, feeling 
that it was incumbent on individual Americans to do all they
could by private endeavour. The entry of the American nation 

must have filled herinto the war, which she just lived to see, 
cup of happiness to the brim."

Miss Moberly, late administrator of 
follows :—

the Unit, writes as

policy of reconstruction.
L. Nott-Bower, P.L.G.

The Millicent Fawcett Hospital Units
IN MEMORIAM: MISS RUTH HOLDEN.

Miss Ruth Holden’s most intimate friend at Newnham 
College has kindly sent us the following notice, which will, we 
feel sure, be of interest to our readers :—

“ Ruth Holden was a citizen of the United States of America, 
and a graduate of Radcliffe College, Boston. She took the M. A. 
of Harvard in 1912, and chose research in paleobotany as her 
professional career. She showed from the first a wonderful keen­
ness of observation and that sense of proportion which is so 
essential to a research worker in science, and in 1913 she was 
elected to a travelling scholarship which she held for two years 
in succession. She came to England and entered at Newnham 
as a post-graduate student, continuing her work in the Botany 
Schools at Cambridge. Her studies there on the anatomy of 
the fossil conifers were on the same high level as her earlier 
work in America, and there is no doubt that by her death 
science has lost a valuable worker. The outbreak of the world

“ Ruth Holden came to Petrograd as a V.A.D. with our first 
unit in January, 1916, and since then her experiences and work 
have been of a most varied character. She was absolutely 
fearless and had an insatiable love of adventure. She jour­
neyed the length and breadth of Russia by herself, picking up 
the language and acting as messenger, accountant, store- 
keeper, V.A.D., or whatever else was required of her, with 
a zest which viewed even acute discomfort and hunger 
as a ‘ lark, ’ while she showed a cheery patience and self-efface­
ment under the most trying circumstances, which won my heart- 
felt admiration. After the first six months, when an interpreter 
was no longer essential to me, she travelled with me as secre- , 
tary, and I grew to depend more and more on her sound common- 
sense and clear-headedness, while her delightful sense of 
humour made a welcome relief in times of strain. Whatever 
she undertook she did well and promptly, and at one time she 
was doing a man’s work, sorting and repacking stores, shifting 
bales and packing cases, despatching them from goods stations, 
and generally proving- invaluable. The Russians loved her, and 
a lady doctor in Kazan told me that she looked on her almost 
as a daughter. She was a great deal in Kazan, and at odd 
times managed to continue her scientific work in the University 
laboratories there, which gave her the keenest pleasure. She 
had handled motors since she was twelve, and was looking 
forward to driving our motor-ambulance in Galicia; but, when 
I left Russia, her efforts to get it through the Customs had been 
'unavailing-. For all I know to the contrary, the necessary 
formalities for clearing it have not yet been achieved! She 
was on her way to work again as a V.A.D. at our hospital in 
Chulpanova, where they were terribly short of nurses, when 
she developed typhoid at Kazan, and, after she had apparently 
completely recovered, and was hoping to return to her home in 
Boston, via Siberia, meningitis supervened. It is impossible 
to express one’s sense of the tragedy of her death. She was by 
far the youngest of all our personnel, very healthy and 
vigorous, and, apart from her mental capacity, she never seemed 
to have grown up at all, but reminded one irresistibly of a 
delightful schoolboy. It is some consolation to reflect that she
greatly loved the people and the land for which she has given 
her life, and she told me more than once that nothing in 
future could ever make her regret having volunteered for
work. ’ ‘

the 
this

We are glad to announce that Dr. King Atkinson, with two
V.A.D.s-—Mrs. Eldred and Miss Hobart—reached Bergen 
safely last week. Before this is in our readers’ hands we hope 
they will be on their way to Galicia.

Notes from Headquarters
The National Union of Women's Suffrage Societies.

President: Mas. HENRY Fawcett, LL.D.
Hon. Secretaries:

Miss VIOLET EUSTACE. 1
Mbs OLIVER Strachey (Parliamentary)
MISS EVELYN Atkinson (Literature).

Hon. Treasurer:
Mrs. A URRBACH.

Secretary:
Miss Edith Stopford.

nmces: Parliament Chambers, 14, Great Smith Street, Westminster,London, S.W.l.
Telegraphic Address—Voiceless, London. Telephone—4673 Vic.

A memorial has been sent by the Bristol W.S.S. to the 
members of Parliament for the Bristol constituencies, and 
memorials are in process of arrangement in the following
constituencies :—

Accrington.
Altrincham.
Birmingham.
Cardiff.
Guildford.

Hastings.
Kingston (Surrey).
Knutsford.
St. Augustines (Kent).
Winscomb.

Deputations have been received by Mr. Ernest Gardner (E. 
Berks.), the Hon. Arthur Mills (Uxbridge), and Sir E. A. 
Goulding (Worcester), and deputations are in
arrangement from the following constituencies :—

Chertsey.
Chester.
Howdenshire.
Leeds.

Portsmouth. 
Preston.
Whitby. 
York.

1917 Franchise Fund.

Already acknowledged ...
Darlington W.S.S.............
Oxted and Limpsfield W.S.S.
Mrs. Edward Smithson...
Miss F. M. Grace Bradford 
Mrs. T. Hess...
Exmouth W.S.S.
Mr. J. W. Diboll .............
Miss J. B. Joyner...........
Miss Lys Forster ......

£ 
1,276

s. d.

proc ess of

5 
3
1 
2

3 
0
1 
0
0 
0
2 
2

10 
5

8 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
6 
0 
0

Contributions to
£

Already acknowledged since
November 1st, 1916 

Received from April 23rd
28th, 1917: —

SUBSCRIPTIONS.

Miss R. Hovey
Miss Rosanna Powell
Mrs. Snow ...
Mrs. Cleverton Taylor ...
Mrs. Russell Upcher 
Mrs. Patrick Graham ...

1,085 
to.

s. d.
9 11

50 0
2
2
2
1 
5

0 
6 
0 
6 
0 
0

Postal ORDERS should

Miss Edith Bryant ...........
Mr. J. C. G. Sykes, C.B............  
Portsmouth W.S.S. Rummage

Sale ...........   ...
Falmouth W.S.S. ... ...........
Brighton and Hove W.S.S.

the General Fund.

£
2
3
1
3

s. d.
10
2

11
10
14

0 
0
8 
0 
0

£1,301 1110

AffiliatIon Fees.
Walsall W.S.S. ..... ...........
Warwick and Leamington 

w.s.s. ;............. .
Romford and District W.S.S. 

(instalment of fee) ......
Holt W.S.S..............................
Ilkley W.S.S. ... ...
Ryde W.S.S. ... ... ... "...

important.
be crossed, and filled in N.U.W.S.S.

£ S. d.

5 0

TREASURY Notes should be treated like coins, and always registered. 
If any contributions remain more than two days unacknowledged, please 
write at once to the Secretary. N.U.W.S.S., 14, Great Smith Street, S.W. 
—Please address letters containing money either to the SECRETARY, or to 
Miss Auerbach or Miss Sterling by name, not to the Treasurer.

The Millicent Fawcett Hospital Units.
SIXTIETH LIST.

, £Already acknowledged ... 11,604 
Miss F. M. Grace Bradford ... 7 
Dr., King Atkinson’s Meeting 
at Bristol (additional), Mrs.Ahilp... ....................

Miss Emily Leith...........; 2
Mr. J. W. Diboll ... „. ...
Fer Dr. King Atkinson :——r. Helen Goldberg Saul 

Mrs Herford
Dr. Nesta H. Perry ...

3

5

8. d.
3 
0

7 
0

0 
1
2

10

0 
0
6
0 
0
6

I. Further donations should be sent to the Countess of Selborne, or to 
MssSterling, N.U.W.S.S., 14, Great Smith Street, London, S.W. Cheques 
vosta Orders to be crossed “ London County & Westminster Bank, tvictoria Branch. *

The following cablegram has been sent from Vancouver to 
25.9 bert Borden, now in London for the Imperial Conference : 

1 British Columbia United Suffrage Societies endorse Fawcett 
demanding equal suffrage for women. Urge your help.— 

United Suffrage Societies.”

KENSINGTON LONDONW8

for Women Workers

Complete List of Land and National 
Service Outfits on request.

Breeches 9/11
Hat 3/11

The Ideal Waterproof Suit 
(as sketch) in Khaki material. Com- 
prising Coat, Breeches, and Leggings 
to match.

Outfit for Agricultural Work 
This simple outfit is strongly made 
and consists of Coat, Skirt, Knickers 
and Blouse. Complete 29/6

Coat 21/-

Leggings 6/11
Strong and well-made Corduroy 
Coats. In Brown ... 17/6 
Breeches. Laced at Knee 9/11 
Best Quality Hats to match 3/11

DERRY 
@TOMS
NATIONAL

IMPORTANT TO
RED CROSS WORKERS
We hold a large Stock of MATERIALS necessary for 
the Making of Roller, Triangular, Many-tailed and other

BANDAGES.
£1,140 7 2

3
5
1
5

0
9 
0 
0
6

wide 
wide 
wide 
wide

Grey Bandage Cloth, 40 in. 
White Open Wove Cloth, 36 in 
Grey Calico 31, 36 and 40 in. 
White Flannel, 26 and 28 in. 
Domette, 27 in. wide

Samples and Prices forwarded per return post, 
Special Reduced Prices for whole pieces.

Hospitals & General Contracts Co., Ltd., 
19 to 21 & 25 to 35, MORTIMER ST., LONDON, w. 

(Nearly opposite Middlesex Hospital).
Telephone: MUSEUM 3140 & 3141, 
Telegrams: CONTRACTING. LONDON.

White Bandage Cloth, 36 in. wide 
White Flannelette, 36 in.

Oxford W.S.S. (additional), Dr.
King Atkinson’s Meeting 

Mrs. Fry ... ........
Miss Jex Blake ....................
Blackheath Branch London

Soc. for W.S., collection at
meeting ... ... . ... ■ ... 5

£11,626 8 7

CADBURY. BOURNVILLR.

-The very finest product
The Medical Magatint.

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS and mention THE COMMON CAUSE when ordering goods.



May 4,
May 4, 1917.

may 4.

Items of interest.

for WOMEN WORKERS

MAPENOR"

Post 
free

Sir A. Sullivan.
Edward. German.
Sir Ed. Elgar.
Percy. Grainger.
Sir Alexander Mackenzie.

Send Bust, Waist, Hips, and D to E. 
Cash with order.

BEATRICE STEMPEL, 
17, UPLANDS ROAD 

HORNSEY, LONDON, N.

NURSES, MUNITION MAKERS, 
GARDENERS, Etc.

Adequate support WITHOUT bones. 
Made in two qualities to customerg’ 

own meaturemmtt.

I BUY FALSE TEETH.

THE GREAT ECONOMIC BLUNDER.
BY THE LATE

Reprinted in 1916, with a Foreword by 

MRS. HENRY FAWCETT, 11 D.

Copies, can be had from the Literature Department, N.U.W.S.S., 14, Great Smith Street. S.W. 1.
Price 3d. Postage extra.

Scottish Hospital Meetings.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 9th.—Lady Sassoon "a At 
Home —Speaker: Hon. Evelina Haverfield.

MAY 9.

MAY 10.

MAY 6.
Birmingham — Central Hall — Speaker : Ring.

MAY 8.
Birmingham — Saltley College—Speaker: Ring.

THE COMMON CAUSE

Forthcoming Meetings.Further List of Beds' Named.

d. £ s. d.8.
10 0

22
0

10
LONDON UNITS OF THE SCOTTISH WOMEN’S HOSPITAL.10 10 0

880 3 0

0 0
0

2 0
12 0

Stein, Esq. (£50 for 75 0 0
£100,

Royaumont,
0

5 0 0

50 0 0
50 0

0 0
5 3 0
2 5 0 0

23 13 6
0

2 15 0
13 6

1 11 6
4 16 0

0
35

8 10 0 0

& Co., New York... 1,000 0

2
0

Miss A. B. Dunlop... £203,899 9 45
• Denotes further donations.

Redman, and 13s. taken by collection. Good

o 
0

0 
2

0 
0

0 
0

3 
2

0 
0

5
5

3 
0

0 
0

0 
0

6 
0
0

0
0

Castle- 
“Colin

35 
2

0 
0
0 
6
2

0 
0

0 
0

25
10

2 
0

0 
6

0 
0

0 
0

0 
0
0

1 13
5

Anonymous ...
Matron and Sister, Kirkcaldy

Hospital ... ... ... ...
Mrs. Leishman ...........
Mrs. W. Parkinson .......... .

•H. Lightbody, Esq. ... ... 1
"Per D. Drummond Fraser, 

Esq., for Manchester and 
Dist. Fed. Hospitals, S.W.H. 
(Corsica), per Mrs. Chapman 200

& Co., New York... 
Rutherglen Parish 

Women’s Guild, 
Si. F. Scott... ...

1,000
Church 

per Miss

Sec. (Corsica) ... ... ...18
"Sixth instalment from Waste

other six months ... ■ ... 25 
"Per Miss Bury : Employees

£
Forward as per List to April 

19th, 1917 ............ 201,057
Further donations received to

cary" Bed,
Stein ” Beds,
and " America" Units) ... 150

THE COMMON CAUSE.

N.U.W.S.S. Scottish Women’s Hospitals 
for Home and Foreign Service.

Headquarters : 2, ST. Andrew Square, EDINBURGH.
Further subscriptions are still urgently needed, and should be sent to 

Mrs. Laurie, Hon. Treasurer, Red House, Greenock. Cheques to be crossed 
“Royal Bank of Scotland.” Subscriptions for the London Units to be 
sent to the Right Hon. Lady Cowdray or the Hon. Mrs. B. M. Graves, 
Hon. Treasurers, 66, Victoria Street, Westminster, London, S.W.

April 26th, 1917 :—
•Greenock Academy Pageant, 

per Alex. Gemmell, Esq., 
Rector: Per Miss Etta 
Shankland (Corsica)

*Mrs. Featherstone, " Mother 
of three soldier boys," per 
Mrs. McLagan ... ...-..

Mrs. Sedgwick ... ... . ...
♦Miss Howell, in payment of 

appeals, per Miss Craigie ...
"Per Miss Low, per Miss Moir, 

Falkirk W.S.8.: per John

Women's Guild, Titwood Parish 
Church, per Miss J. Innes, 
Secretary .................

•Kilsyth and District War 
Relief Fund Committee, per 
Mrs. Moncrieff, for " Kil- 
syth and District" Beds 
(Royaumont and Salonica)...

‘Proceeds of Sale of " Teddy 
Bear Poems," per Miss Agnes 
Haig ... ...... ...

•Pacifist Suf. ... ... ...
A Patient ... ...
Miss Muriel M. Weaver
Miss Mabel Law ... ...........
Mrs. Edward Thurston
*Per Miss Etta Shankland, 3rd 

penny a week collection, 
week ending April 11th 
(Corsica) ... ...

"Per Miss Bury; Employees 
Messrs. W. F. Stewart & Co., 
for " Gala" bed
Employees Abbotsford Steam 
Laundry, for "Gala" bed ... 

"Per Mrs. Robertson : Em-
ployees and Staff Messrs. 
Saxone Shoe Co., Ltd............

"Proceeds ot Concert by Lady- 
burn Schoolchildren, per 
Miss McKinlay, per Miss 
Isabelle Kerr, local S.W.H.

Paper and Waste Material 
Scheme, per Miss Isabelle 
Kerr: ........... ... ■ ...

Mrs. Bayne Jardine ...........
Mrs. Roberts (Crick Rectory), 

from Meeting in Village
•Per Miss Kathleen Burke, per 

Messrs. Morgan, Grenfell & 
Co., per Messrs. J. P. Morgan

Mrs. E. F. Marshal ... ...
Miss Beatrice Green, per Mrs.

Russell ... ... ... ■ ...
Mrs. C. N. Garnett   

■ Miss Chichester ... ... - ...
Miss Couillie (East Lothian),

proceeds of concert ........... 3
Miss Victoria Campbell, per

Lady Frances Balfour, per
Miss S. E. S. Mair .............10

Miss Tunniecliffe, per Dr.
Ivens (Royaumont) ........... 2

•Per Miss Low: Dunedin 
Steamship Co. (£50), A. Mc- 
Intosh, Esq. (£20), Thos.
Douglas, Esq. (£5)

"Staff and Pupils Stand Gram- 
mar School, per Miss Beckett, 
for " Stand Grammar ” bed 

(Royaumont) ... ... ...
Mrs. Wilson .....................
"Paisley W.S.S., per Miss Mary

C. Todd, Hon. Treas., £25 to 
renew a " Paisley" bed in 
Serbia for 4th six months; 
£25 to name “ Paisley John 
Neilson Institution" bed for 
3rd six months (Corsica) ...

Mrs. Baines........... , ............
W. E. Younger, Esq. (Punch

Advert.) .............................
D. Ju. Rayner, Esq., c/o Miss 

Brunton ... ... ...
Mrs. Vass and Mr. Nicholas

Vass ... —. ...
"Mrs. Houison Crauford : Part 

proceeds of "Glen Saturday,” 
per Mrs. Robertson, towards 
further upkeep of " Crauford 
Glen” bed (Royaumont), an-

Messrs. N. Lockhart & Sons, 
for " Lang Toon ” bed in 
Salonica ....................

"Newcastle-on-Tyne Com., per 
Mrs. Duff, Hon. Treas.........

Proceeds of collection of Waste 
Paper, Ancrum Village and 

District ... .... ' ...
Miss Masterton, per Mrs. Gunn 
Miss Hilary Wilson and Mr.

John Bardsley, Proceeds of 
a play... ...... ... ...

Anonymous ... ........... ...
"Per Miss Kathleen Burke, per 

Messrs. Morgan, Grenfell & 
Co., per Messrs. J. Pi Morgan

What Some of our Societies are 
Doing.

Chester.—A members’ meeting was held on 
April 25th at Haswell’s Cafe. Miss Tomkinson 
took the chair, and Miss Cherry (New Brighton 
W.S.S.) spoke on “ The Vote—does it really 
matter just now ?." Up-to-date instances were 
given to show that the interests of women were 
not fairly considered under a male government 
responsible to men only, arid the recent position 
of the female employees thrown out of .work by 
the strike at Barrow was mentioned. Miss 
Cherry referred to the system of the war bonus 
and women workers, and also spoke of the diffi- 
culties of those not earning a living wage in 
Government or "controlled" employ, and 
unable to leave to better themselves.

She objected to Clause 3 of the Criminal Law 
Amendment Bill, and to other ill-considered and 
unjust methods of attempted " prevention " to be 
foisted by one sex upon the other.

The vote of thanks was proposed by Mrs.

work in propaganda has been done by Miss 
Huxley, the Hon. Treasurer, and twenty new 
members have joined the Society this year.

Rotherham.—We were expecting Mrs. Fawcett 
on Friday, April 27th, and we received a great 
blow when the news reached us of her indis- 
position. So it was with fear and trembling

, Name of Bed.
‘ Castlecary ” (New Unit) (1 year)
" Colin Stein ” beds (two) (Royaumont 

and American Units) (further 1 year) 
“Kilsyth and District' (two beds) 

(Royaumont and Salonica) (further 1 
year)1' .........-..-—-... . ...

" Paisley" (Serbia) (further, 4th 6 
months)... ... ... ... .... ...

“ Paisley John Neilson Institution" 
(Corsica) (further, 3rd 6 months) ...

‘ Crauford Glen" (Royaumont) (fur- 
ther 6 months) ... -.. ... --..

“Stand Grammar" (Royaumont) (fur- 
ther 6 months) ... ----- ...

Bonar.
Per Miss Low, per Miss, Moir, Falkirk 

W.S.S., per John Stein, Esq.
Per Miss Low, per Miss Moir, Falkirk 

W.S.S., per John Stein, Esq.
Kilsyth and District War Relief Fund 

Committee.
Paisley W.S.S., per Miss Mary G. Todd, 

Hon. Treas.
Paisley W.S.S., per Miss Mary G. Todd, 

Hon. Treas.
Mrs. Houison Cranford, per Mrs. R. Q.

Robertson, Morningside, Kilmar- 
" -nock.
Staff and Pupils, Stand Grammar 

School, Manchester. -

The Band of the Inns of Court O.T.C. (Conductor, Sydney 
Payne), will be giving a splendid concert at Queen’s Hall, on 
May 20th, at 3 p.m., in aid of the London Units and the 
Paddington Free Buffet. Miss Jean Sterling Mackinlay, who 
is inimitable in her songs and ballads, will assist, and Mrs. 
Foster Salmond will also sing. Sir Johnston Forbes-Robertson 
will recite excerpts from his Shakespearian repertoire by special 
request. The programme of the Band will include :—
" In Memoriam ” (Overture)
“ Merrie England” (Fantasie)
" Crown of India Suite "...
“ Shepherds Hey" ...
Britannia Overture ...

(Conducted by the composer.)
Tickets (numbered) Grand Circle, 4s. ; Stalls, 4s. and 3s.; (unnumbered) 

Balcony, as.; Area, IS. ; to be obtained from Miss May Curwen, Scottish 
Women’s Hospitals, 66, Victoria Street, S.W. 1., until May 16th; after- 
wards at Queen’s Hall Box Office.

The Motor Transport requires £1,000 at once :—
A petrol tank (costing about £600), a large portable cooking stove, 

one hundred and fifty thick blankets to cover the wounded on stretchers, 
twenty-five Wolsey valises for the use of the personnel, khaki pillow cases 
for stretchers.

gratifying—-441 53. having been sent up: The 
Press Secretary, with the assistance every third 
week of a member of Committee, continued to 
send weekly paragraphs to the local paper, and 
thanks of the. Society are due to the Editor ot 
the Echo for opening his columns to us.

Members are still helping with the Soldiers’ 
and Sailors’ Families Association, and also with 
the distribution of parcels for the Prisoners’ of 
War Fund. , Monthly contributions are being 
sent to the Scottish Women’s Hospital. The 
Infants’ Welfare Centre, Tyne-street, originally 
started by the Suffrage Society, is going on 
steadily. The attendance, though not large, is 
regular, and members bring their friends. Large 
quantities of dried milk are supplied, the babies 
are doing splendidly, and their clothing is im- 
proved. A strong appeal was made for further 
helpers, especially as visitors.

Eighteen new. members had joined the 
Society, and, under the circumstances, the year 
might be considered very successful.

The Hon. Treasurer, Mrs. V. A. Mundella, 
read a report, ending with a balance slightly 
higher than the balance at the beginning of the 
financial year. During the year the Society 
had collected £166 19s. for the Scottish Women’s 
Hospital, making the total sent up, £444 7s. od. 
Over £80 had been raised for purposes of suf- 
frage expenses, including a total in donations to 
Headquarters of £57 5s. Out of a membership 

of 186, only nine subscriptions remained unpaid.
After a report on the Council meetings, read 

by Mrs. Walford Common, one of the Society’s 
delegates, a most interesting address on" Women 
and Electoral Reform ” was given by Mrs. 
Renton. The members present were evidently 
very glad to have the opportunity of hearing 
such a clear and able exposition of the present 
condition of affairs and the recent history of the 
suffrage movement.

Redhill — Colman Institute—Bedhill, Reigate 
and District Women’s Suffrage Society, Annual 
Meeting—Chairman : Mrs. Auerbach—To be fol- 
lowed by a Public Meeting—Mrs. Fawcett will 
speak on " The Parliamentary Outlook for 
Women’s Suffrage—Chairman : Rev. F. C. Davies, Vicar of Reigate. ■ ""7.30 p.m.

Mrs.
3 p.m.

Mrs.
3.15 p.m.

Darwen — Industrial Hall — Chairman : F. s. 
Hindle, Esq.—Speakers: Mrs. H. A. L. Fisher, 
Mrs. Cooper. 7.30 p.m.

East Bristol — 105, Lawrence Hill—Speaker -Mrs. Townley. 3 p.m
London—8, Palace Green, Kensington—

Hostess : Mrs. Claude Montefiore—Mrs. Wilkins, 
Chairman of the Women’s Land Service Corps,. 
on . The Work of Women on the Land, and 
their Place in Agricultural Reconstruction ”— Chairman : Miss Palliser. 5.30 p.m.
. London Hampstead Town Hall—Public Meet- 
ing Subject: " Women’s Suffrage and Recon- Struction —Chairman: Mrs. Fawcett, LL.D _ 
Speakers : The Lady Frances Balfour, Mr. J L 
Garvin. . , ’ 8.30 p.m

Worthing—St. James’s Hall—Public Meeting 
Mrs. Stocks will speak on “The Position of 
Women in a Reconstructed State Chairman • Edward A. Smith, Esq. 8 p m

Bristol—40, Park Street—Working Party. 3—5 p.m 
Highgate—21, Hampstead Lane, Highgate, N.—

Study, Circle —" Some Social and Economic Aspects of the War." — 3.30 p m
London—Lady Sassoon, “At Home,” 46

Grosvenor Street—Hon. Evelina Haverfield. 3.30 p.m 
London—Streatham, St. Leonard’s Hall, Toot-

Ing Bec Gardens — Chairman : Rev. G. Brook 
Jackson—Speakers: The Lady Frances Balfour, 
Mrs. Corbett Fisher—Subject: "Present Posi­tion ot Women’s Suffrage." 8.15 p.m.

THE ST. PANCRAS SCHOOL FOR MOTHERS,
1, AMPTHILL SQUARE, HAMPSTEAD ROAD, N.W.

In connection with the Summer Term Training Course 
for Voluntary and other Infant Welfare Workers three 
Courses of Lectures will be given at the above address.

Miss M. HUNT, M.D., D.S., D.P.H., M.A., B.Sc. 
will give 12 LECTURES on "HOME NURSING " on 
Tuesdays at 2 p.m., commencing on May 1st, and 8 
LECTURES on " THE CARE OF THE MOTHER" 
on Thursdays at 3 p.m. commencing oa May 3rd.

Mrs. FLORA SHEPHERD, M.B., will give 12 
'LECTURES on “THE CARE OF THE INFANT” 
on Fridays at 5.30 p.m._________
Syllabus of the Three Courses may be had on application to the 

Secretary.

that we awaited 7.30 on Friday night, for the 
news that Mrs. Fawcett was not coming had 
leaked out in some quarters, and we thought 
our expected audience would fail us. However, 
our wildest hopes were realised when we saw the 
hall rapidly filling. It was a splendid assembly, 
representative of almost every class and opinion 
in Rotherham; I.L.P. enthusiasts were sitting 
side by side with ardent Tories, pre-war anti- 
suffragists cheering along with life long sut- 
fragists.

. We have incurred a tremendous debt of grati- 
tude to Mrs. Fisher, Miss Ford, and Mrs. 
Leathe for their splendid speeches, and tor 
coming at all when they were so tired and busy. 
Miss Ford stepped into the breach, as she alone 
could-—everyone was talking of her lovely 
speech when the meeting was over, and one valu- 
able sympathiser came to me after the meeting 
with the words, " I’ve been nearly convinced 
for some time, but Miss Ford has completely 
convinced me; I’ll join the Society now,” and 
she did. Petitions were passed round, given in 
the terms of the resolution, and without any- 
pressing we got seventy-two signatures. Three 
or four times as many could have been got had 
we presented the petition a little earlier, for it 
was getting late when people were signing, and 
so they were anxious to get home.

Mrs. Fisher’s splendid opening speech dealt 
with the base charges made against us by our 
friends, the anti-suffragists, and exhorted sut-

fragists to beware of apparent friends, who 
were really enemies in disguise, and who were 
bent on wrecking our chances in the Speaker’s 
Bill.

Miss Ford’s speech was most comprehensive, 
and its humour and common sense appealed to 
all. Mrs. Leathe charmed us all by her vivacious 
speech. She feared that Britain, the mother of 
democracy, would be the last to grant this demo- 
cratic measure of justice to women, unless she 
did it at once.

We took over £3 in collection, but what was 
much more important, we gained sympathy and 
intelligent understanding for our cause. We 
went away feeling relieved and delighted, but 
a little sad withal, because our dear leader had 
not been with us. We hope by this time she has 
regained her health and strength, and send her 
our best wishes for many years of health and 
happiness to come.

Sunderland.—The annual meeting was held on 
April 27th, at 4, Belford-road, by kind permis­
sion of Mr. and Mrs. Walford Common. The 
chair was taken by Miss Milbanke, and over 
sixty members were present.

Mrs. Arthur Johnson, the Honorary Secretary, 
in her report, which was adopted by the meet­
ing, mentioned various items of work under 
taken by the Society during the year. In place 
of a jumble sale for the General Service Fund, 
a special effort had been made to collect money 
from the members, and the result was very
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Women are still urgently wanted for work on the 
land. All able to sign on for the duration of the 
war should apply to Mrs. Tennant, at St. Ermin’s 
Hotel, S.W. Those only able to undertake temporary 
unskilled work should make their offer of service to 
Mrs. Miles Benson, Women’s National Land Service 
Corps, 50, Upper Baker Street, N.W. 1

Mr. Justice Barton, in Dublin, has dismissed the 
petition of Miss Georgina Frost to have it declared 
that she is entitled to the position of Petty Sessions 
clerk at Six-Mile Bridge, County Clare, in succession 
toher father, who filled the position for forty years. 
The Crown had refused to sanction her appointment 
on the ground that a woman was not eligible.

The Edinburgh Justices have decided, owing to 
the scarcity of male labour, to license suitable 
women as taxi-cab drivers; but make the ridiculous condition that they must not accept fares later than hall-an-hour after sunset!

Westminster Council reports that the women em. ployed in the block street-cleaning gang have been doing their work most satisfactorily, and it is pro. 
posed to employ more women for the purpose.

PURCHASE OF WOMEN.

DR. ELIZABETH BLACKWELL,
1886

si THE

ve BEST CORSET BODICE

Mosquito Netting
Drill -

9/61 
8/6 J

Have you any o I will pay 6a. for each tooth pinned 
MMuIcanite, 2s. each on silver, 3s. on gold, 8s. on 

anetinum. .Cash immediately. Satisfaction guar- 
FRERr teeth returned promptly. Write for my 
of BOOKLET, which explains clearly the value 
jewenlar"Icial teeth. I also buy old gold and silver 
write “TXr “proren or otherwise). Full value given. 
CAUSE r TEE LIST. Kindly mention Common Lancs. Est-TYJs * C°” 291 London-st., Southport,

Carrow Abbey—Annual Meeting—Hostess : The 
President, Mrs. James Stuart —Mrs. Corbett 
Ashby will speak on the Political Situation. 5 p.m

TUESDAY, MAY 8th.—Birkenhead, Lecture Hall, 
Palm Grove Wesleyan Church, Oxton—Public 
Meeting in aid of Scottish Women’s Hos. 
Ditals—Chairman : Dr. Macfie Campbell, j.p.
—Speakers: Mrs. Shaw McLaren, Miss ICurwen. 8

WEDNESDAY, ■ MAY 9th. — A Drawing Room1 p.m.
Meeting, kindly given by the Mayoress of
Newport— Speaker: Miss Munro Kerr. 3.30 p.m.

THURSDAY, MAY 10th.—Town Hall Assembly 
foom, Newport—Chairman : The Mayor of
Newport—Speaker : Miss Munro Kerr. 8 p.m

SUNDAY, MAY 20th.—At Queen’s Hall—Concert 
of the Band of the Inns of Court O.T.C (See 
notice.) • 3 p.m.

Coming Events.
Miss A. Maude Boyden is to preach again in the 

City emple, on Sunday, May 20th, both morning and evening. Those who could find no. room in the 
famous church on Holborn Viaduct on the last occa- 
sion wiu be glad to have another opportunity of. 
hearing Miss Royden. Services at 11 and 7.

The Pioneer Players have been compelled to post, 
pone their production of Claudel’s play, "The Tidings 
Brought to Mary," until the end of May; and for their third performance, now fixed for Sunday, May 
loth, are, producing a triple bill, consisting of "Luck 
of War," by Miss Gwen John, in which Miss Wish Wynne will appear ; “The Quitter,” by Sowell Collins 
an American dramatist, which will be played by a 
strong cast including Mr. Augustus Yorke (of Mr. 
Potash fame), Mr. Nat Ayer, and Mr. George Elton; and 3 Death and the Lady,” a fine play based on the 
old ballad of that name, which has been arranged by 
Mrs. Christopher Lowther and Miss Edith Craig to music by Mr. Christopher Wilson. $

The Modern Languages Association is arranging a 
series of lectures for the benefit of those Interested in the study of modern foreign languages. The first two lectures to be announced are the following — 

Thursday, May 17th, at 5.15 p.m., "Un Poete de laVie Collective—Jules Romains,” to be delivered in 
French by Gustave Rudler, D.es.L., Professor I 
French in the University of London, at Bedford College for Women, Regent’s Park, NW 1 
-Monday, June 18th, at 5.15 pm., “Historia Literature e Historia de Espana hasta nueseros dlas,” to be delivered in Spanish by J. M. Villasante, LLB 
kREE“comegeasteanan the. University of London, at

Members will be admitted free; others may obtain
Park:tsnwm,MSRB achelor, Bedford college. Regent’s "

Bedford College for Women (University of London), 
Inner Circle, Regent's Park, N.W. 1. Ji course of 
thirty lectures on “Industrial Economics" win be 
delivered at the College by Henry Sag M.A., during 
theEaster Term on Mondays, at 5 p.m. And on 
Tuesdays and Wednesdays at 10 a.m., beginni? 
Monday, May 7th. The first lecture of the course 
entitled Economic Theory and Economic Practic s 
will be. open to the public tree, without ticket. 
The chair will be taken by J. Martin White, Esq

DISPLAYED ADVERTISEMENT RATES
£ d.

ANNOUNCEMENTS.

PREPAID

Whole Page-IO O o Half Page -500 
Quarter Page 2 10 O| Per Inch- O 1O O 
^er^.s Rate :—£9 per page and pro rata.

Narrow column—£3 7s, 6d. per column, 
6s. 6d. per inch.

Admission free.

HELP WANTED.

FOR SALE.

HOUSEHOLD HINTS

FOR “COMMON CAUSE” HUT.

_______ POSITIONS VACANT,_______

Estd.
1895.

7 Estd.
I 1895.

and
WAR WORKERS’ 

CORSETS
For Hospital Work, Nursing, 
Riding, Gardening, Motor 
Driving, and ordinary wear in 

comfort.
Selection sent on Approval.
Usual Trade References.

Hundreds of Testimonials from all 
parts of the Globe.

10/11, 11/9, & 13/9 
38 & 39, Piccadilly, London, W,

,—\.adver^sements should be addressed ..
Manager, The Common Cause Publishing Co., 

-d,14, 2rlaf ?m^t’‘st‘!o Westm^ter, and must be 
received not later than first post Wednesday.

NUMBER 
OF WORDS. ONCE. THREE 

TIMES.
SIX 

TIMES.

d. s. d. d.20 1 6 4 0 7 6
30 2 3 6 3 12 O
40 3 O 8 6 16 O

A SSOCIATION OF ADVERTISING WOMEN.Meet. 
— 118, May 7th, Connaught Rooms, 8 p.m — 
Speakers, Mr. E. B. Osborn and Mr. Frank Souter 
(1 the British Empire Union), on “ How BRITISH 
WOMENCAN HELP 10 BUILD UP BRITISH INDUSTRIES NOW. AND. AFTER THE WAR." All Business women cordially invited. Admission free.

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S FRANCHISE CLUB, 9 
R Grafton-st., Piccadilly, W. Wednesday, May 9th, 
P.Pm: — The Neutralisation of the Turkish Straits,” by Mr. Noel Buxton, M.P.

Hudson Lyall.

OUR AIRCRAFT SUPREMACY.
Educated Women, age 18-35, can help our Air Service 
by taking a short course of training in important 
work urgently needed. Call or write.Women's Ser. vice, 58,Yi ctoria-st., S.W. (Hours, 10—1.30, Saturday -EIOCC. )

SELLERS urgently needed on Lamp Day, May 11th 
and 12th, in aid of Women’s Service and the 

London Units of the Scottish Women’s Hospitals.— 
Apply at once to Miss Morris, 58, Victoria-st., S.W.

OR SALE FOR " THE COMMON CAUSE» HUT —
—A eorge III. half-sovereign, loop attached, and gold ring set with five turquoise, gipsy setting. What 

offers?—Can be seen at THE Common Cause Office, 14, Great Smith-st., S.W. i.______  ‘ ’

Reliable Working Housekeeper required;
two in family • must understand vegetarian 

cooking—Apply Mrs. Rose, The Chestnuts, Grosvenor- road East, St. Albans. ________
ANTED IMMEDIATELY, experienced woman 

gardener, chiefly kitchen garden; 6 acre hold- 
ing, one acre arable; 22s. pr. w., with partial board.— 
Mrs. W. S. Rondel, Combe Farm, Heathfield, Sussex

An excellent undeveloped business in Ladies’ 
Hairdressing and Babies’ hand-made Frocks, &c

Suitable one or two ladies. Hairdressing may be 
closed, worked separately, or terms include tuition 
Established connection. Owner can give good 
reasons for selling. Price about £250.—Apply Box 
6,599, COMMON Cause Office.______  - • %

OLD, SILVER, AND BRASS can be cleaned in half 
the ordinary time by the Ayah Polishing Cloth. 

This cloth is used by jewellers in restoring lustre to 
the finest jewellery. No soiling of hands. Is. 3d. 
post free from The Pioneer Manufacturing Co., 21, 
Paternoster-sq., London, E.C.

[Continued on page 44
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Continued from page 43] ,
LITERARY.

Or( PRIZE.—Send postage (twopence) for parti- 
—0U culars and copy of “ How to Make Money 
With Your Pen ” (learn to earn by writing) to 
Craven Press, 32, Craven-st., Strand, London.

GARDENING

GARDENING FOR WOMEN.—Essentially practical 
training to suit present crisis; vegetable, fruit, 

and flower culture, fruit bottling and jam making; 
healthy out-door life; individual consideration; 
long or short courses.—Illustrated prospectus of 
Peake-Ridley. Udimore, near Rye, Sussex.

Bi MEDICAL

MIDWIFERY AND GYNAECOLOGY. — Certificated 
Maternity Nurse; infirmary, hospital, district 

training. Only cases under a doctor undertaken. 
Medical women preferred. — C. M. B., Box 6,603, 
Common CAUSB Office, 14, Gt. Smith-st., S.W. 1.

y 
kg

NE OR TWO women-workers, convalescent or need- 
ing rest-cure, received into small. country-house. 

Large grounds, fields, sheltered quarry garden.—For 
terms apply Miss H. Doggett. “ Trendlewood," Nail- 
sea, Somerset, n  ' '  1

1
in

m 1 WILIGHT SLEEP.—A long-established, very com- 
1 fortable nursing home is devoting one of its 
houses to the reception of maternity patients for the 
Twilight Sleep (or painless child-birth). Moderate 
inclusive fees.—Address Matron, St. Faith's, Ealing. 
Telephone 1485.

MOTORING,
TRAIN FOR MOTOR TRANSPORT or PRIVATE
DRIVING at the BORTHWICK OARAGE, 8, BRICK 
STREET, PICCADILLY. Special Combination Course 
for 52s. 6d. of 30 hours’ practical mechanical work, 
11 Lectures, and 3 Driving lessons weekly. Lecture 
Course (including practical advice) can be taken sepa- 
rately, 2 gns. quarterly; 1 gn. monthly. 5740 Mayfair.

■ WARWICK SCHOOL OF MOTORING ■ 
259, WARWICK ROAD, KENSINGTON.

946 WESTERN.Teleplume
Officially appointed and recommended by the Royal 

Automobile Club.
Individual Tuition given to Each Pupil.

Call and inspect our mechanical class rooms, 
which are fully equipped for practical training. 
Driving and mechanism is thoroughly taught
■ by a competent staff. ie

EDUCATIONAL & PROFESSIONAL.
DEE MONEY TO SPEND " (Income Tax Recovery 

and Adjustment).—Send postcard for this book- 
let to Mrs. Ayres Purdie, Women Taxpayers’ Agency, 
Hampden House, 3, Kingsway. 'Phone, Central 6048.

Mrs. wood-smith, M.P.S., Chemist, coaches 
women students for the Apothecaries Hall 

Dispensers Examination.—Apply 9, Blenheim-rd., 
Bedford-pk., W.  , 

TYPEWRITING AND PRINTING

Expert TYPEWRITING—Any quantity in given 
time; Translations—all languages; Secretarial 

Training School.—Miss NEAL, Walter House, 422, 
Strand, W.C.

Gentlewoman desires Typewriting of an descrip­
tions.—Miss Fuller, 36, Broad-st., Oxford.

i MARY McLACHLAN, Typist, 4, Chapel Walk, 
Manchester.

Telephone: Regent 774.
MISS E. M. STEAR,

39, St. James's St., S.W. (corner of Piccadilly).
TYPEWRITING AND

SHORTHAND OFFICE
Personal Supervision.

General Copying, 11d. per folio. MSS. carefully 
copied, 1s. per 1000 words (over 5000 words).

TEMPLAR PRINTING WORKS, BIRMINGHAM.
Enquiries solicited. R. CRONTBLKIOLNE, General Manager

DENTISTRY,
ISLINGTON DENTAL SURGERY, 69, Upper Street, N.

MR. CHODWICK BROWN, Surgeon Dentist, 
Mr. FREDK. G. BOUCHER. Asst. Dental Surgeon. Estd. 35 Yrs.

Gas Administered Daily by Qualified Medical Man.
Nurse in Attendance. Mechanical Work in all its Branches. 
Send Post Card for Pamphlet. N.B.—No show case at door.

CONSULTATION FREE. Telephone: North 3795.

LAUNDRY.
UBH HILL PARK STEAM LAUNDRY, 19-20, Second, 

a venue, Enfield. Proprietor, Miss M. B. Lattimer. 
Best family work, under personal supervision of 
trained experts. Open-air drying. Hand-done shirts 
and collars. Specialities : flannels, silks, due linen, 
laceB, &c. Prompt attention to parcels sent by post.

TOILET,

ELECTROLYSIS (for removal of superfluous hair, 
moles, &c.), face massage, and electrical hair 

treatment. Lessons given and certificate granted — 
Address Miss Thearlston, 54, Devonshire-street, Port- 
land-place, W. Hours,'ll to 5.

DRESSMAKING, MILLINERY, &.

ARTISTIC hand-embroidered dresses, coats, and 
jibbans. Special prices during war time.

Designs, &c., on application.—Maud Barham (late 
186, Regent-st.), 33-34, Haymarket, S.W. Facing Picca- 
dilly Tube Station.

Millinery—Hats made own material, or trimmed, 
reblocked at small charge.—The Hat Doctor, 7, 

Lower Porchester-st., Marble Arch

PERFECT FITTING Corsets made to order from 
15s. 6d. Also accurately copied to customers’ 

own patterns.—Emil le, 17, Burlington-arcade, Picca- 
dilly.
[AILOR-MADE COSTUMES. — Latest styles to 
1 measure; best workmanship ■ and smart cut 
guaranteed; from £4 4s.—H. Nelissen, 62, Great Port- 
land-st., W. (late 14, Great Titchfield-st.)

FOR SALE AND WANTED,
THEENIC UNDERWEAR is made in all textures 

and sizes from best materials. Comfortable, 
durable, and guaranteed unshrinkable. Write to-day 
for price list and patterns.—Dept. 0, Atheenic Mills, 
Hawick, Scotland.

ARTIFICIAL TEETH (OLD) BOUGHT— MESSRS.
BROWNING, Dental Manufacturers, 83, Oxford- 

st., London, THE ORIGINAL FIRM who do not 
advertise misleading prices. Full value by return or 
offer made. Call or post. Est. 100 years.

ARTIFICIAL TEETH (OLD) BOUGHT.—We positively 
pay highest prices. Up to 7s. per tooth pinned 

on vulcanite; 12s. on silver; 16s. on gold; £2 on plati- 
num. Cash or offer by return. If offer not accepted 
we return parcel post free. Satisfaction guaranteed 
by the reliable, genuine firm.—S. Cann & Co., 69a, 
Market-st., Manchester. Estd. 1850

"COMMON CAUSE” Fountain Pens, price
> 5s. 6d. each. Non-leakable, can be

carried in any position. Solid 14-carat gold 
nib. Apply, sending P.O. for 5s. 8d. (2d. 
being for postage), to the Manager, " Common 
Cause,” 14, Great Smith Street, S.W.

ADAME HELENE, 5, Hanover-rd., Scarborough, 
gives generous prices for ladies’ and gentle- 

men's worn suits, dresses, boots, furs, lingerie, and 
children's garments; separate price for each article; 
carriage paid. Cash by return, or parcel promptly 
returned if offer not accepted.

PILLOW CASES.—Plain cotton, superior quality; 20
by 30, four for 3s. 6d.; plain linen buttoned, 20 

by 30, four for 7s. 9d.; exceptional value. Send now 
for Bargain List, free.—Hutton's, 159, Larne, Ireland.

SECOND-HAND CLOTHING wanted to buy for cash; 
costumes, skirts, boots, underclothes, curtains, 

lounge suits, trousers, and children's clothing of 
every description; parcels sent will be valued, and 
cash sent by return—Mrs. Russell, 100, Raby-st., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne

WHY KEEP USELESS JEWELLERY?
The large London Market enables 

ROBINSON Bros. of
5. Hampstead Rd.(nr.Maple’s).W. & 127, Fenchurch St., E.C. 
To give best prices for OLD GOLD and SILVER JEWEL- 
LERY. GOLD. SILVER, PLATINUM,!DIAMONDS, 
PEARLSAEMERALDS.SILVERPLATE.ANT1QUES.
&c., in any form, condition, or quantity. Licensed valuers and 
appraisers. Telephone. Museum 2036.

ALL PARCELS receive offer or cash, by return post.

TO LET,
BURY STREET.—Two unfurnished Rooms to Let 

in a lady’s house; no service, gas fires, own 
meter, use of bath, newly decorated; 14s. per week; 
may be seen by : appointment.— Write Box 6,597, 
Common Cause Office.

URNISHED Flat, Westminster; with attendance; 
suitable one lady; to let for May; moderate rent.

—Apply Box 6,600,' COMMON Cause Office.
URNISHED House to let • 550 ft. above sea level • 

two sitting, four bedrooms, kitchen, &c.—Low, 
Green House, Thoralby, Aysgarth S.O.d

IX-ROOMED furnished cottage, Essex village; gar- 
den. From May 12th—June 16th; 10s. weekly.— 

Reply Box 6,623, COMMON CAUSE Office.~

WANTED.
p URNISHED bedroom and sitting-room required by I Lady Worker in Edinburgh; attendance —Apply 
Box 6,628, Common CAUSE Office.

FOR REST AND HOLIDAYS.

APARTMENTS or Board-residence; bracing health
resort ;

Edwards,
charmingly situated.—Address, Miss 

Whitethorn Villa, Pilmer-road, Crow-
borough, Sussex.

BRIGHTON’S NEWEST PRIVATE HOTEL, Cavendish
Mansions, Cavendish-place; a minute pier, sea, and 

lawn; luxuriously furnished; 35 bedrooms; drawing, 
smoke, billiard, and dining-rooms; separate tables; 
terms from £2 2s. per week. Telegrams • Meadmore, 
Brighton, _________ • ,______ — re
DEAN FOREST, SeVern-Wye Valleys.—Beautiful

Holiday Home (600 ft up); spacious house, 
grounds, bath, billiards, tennis, croquet, motor 
cars, magnificent scenery; vegetarians accommo- 
dated; 38s. 6d. week.—Photos, prospectus, Hallam, 
Littledean House, Littledean, Glos.

HILLSIDE Holiday Guest House; charmingly situ­
ated on the Cotswold Hills, 600 ft. above sea 

level; sheltered from cold winds; G.W.R. Motor ‘Bus 
Service.—Apply prospectus. Manageress, Hillside, 
Pitchcombe, near Stroud, Glos.•
[ DEAL BOARDING ESTABLISHMENT. — Central, 

1 garden, near sea. Pure, varied, generous diet. 
Inclusive terms, 38s. 6d. weekly. — Massingham, 17, 
Norfolk-terrace, Brighton.

I ADY STRACHEY highly recommends the home of 
j a lady in Bedford who desires to receive Paying 
Guest, lady or gentleman, or slight mental case. 

Every care and attention; house in best part of town, 
pretty garden. Terms moderate.—Address E. B., e/o 
Messrs. Timaeus, High-st,, Bedford.

SUFFRAGE Workers and others can spend restful 
holidays at " Sea View," Victoria-rd., Brighton. 

Early dinner. From 25s. Hostess : Miss Turner.
HE HEUGH, AYSGARTH S.O., YORKS. — Paying 

Guests received.—Particulars from Miss Smith.
Telegrams, The Heugh, Askrigg.__________

WHERE TO LIVE,
COMFORTABLE, refined home offered bo working 
gentlewoman, within a few minutes of trams, 

trains, &c.; terms, £1 is. to £1 10s. 6d.: these would 
be reduced if two share a bedroom; references. — 
Apply Mrs. Paterson, 2, Lyncroftgardens, W. Ealing.

Bloomsbury.— Furnished bedroom and sitting- 
room; bath, light, attendance, 2 guineas weekly; 

restaurant on premises.—Lady Manageress, 10, Bruns 
wick-sq., W.C. 1..'

Brooklyn private HOTEL.—Earl’s-court-square
(Warwick-rd. corner), finest centre all parts; 

12 minutes’ Piccadilly; quiet, separate tables; write 
or call for tariff; strictly inclusive terms; unequalled 
for comfort and attention; own private garage free; 
B. and B., 59. Tel.: Western 344.

OR Working Gentlewomen and Ladles visiting
London. Rooms and cubicles, by day or week.— 

Mrs. Campbell-Wilkinson, 49, Weymouth-st., Port- 
land-pl., W.a s

HOSTEL — Professional Women. — Miss Broadbent, 
M.A., Elmhurst, Victoria Park, Manchester.

Hostel for Lady Workers, Students, and Visitors; 
terms moderate, by day or week; convenient for 

*11 parts.—Miss Sullivan, 59, Albany-st. Regent’s 
Park (Portland-rd. Station).-

RIVATE HOTEL FOR LADIES. Very quiet and 
refined.—13, Bt. George's-sq., Westminster. Bed 

room, breakfast, oath, and attendance from 48. 6d — 
Write, or wire, Miss Davies
a THE HOMELY HOSTEL,” 1, Station-place, Letch-

J worth Garden City, Herts; good table, moderate 
terms; Central.—Proprietress, Miss Buckea.

N U W S S
THE 1917 FRANCHISE FUND

I enclose Donation of £ s. d
Name

(Mrs., Miss, Esq., or other Title.)

Address------- -----------—--------------------- :--------------- —-------- —
All Cheques and Postal Orders should be crossed “London County and Westminster Bank, Victoria,” and made 

payable to: The Hon. Treasurer. National Union of Women's Suffrage Societies, 14, Great Smith Street, S.W. 1.
-gi 7— . —, 91 1 +1 Nattonal popes iepry Whitefriars House, Carmelite St.. London, E.C. 4, for the Proprietors, THE COMMON CAUSD
Printed (and the Erade,suPnpubYshea NATR,‘Greatsmifn“st."Lonaon,s.w.I.London? George Vickers. Manchester : John Heywood; Abel Hey wood & Son: 

W. A. Smith & Son. Newcastle-on-Tyne: W H. Smith & Son. Edinburgh Md (jiasgow: J. Menzies & Co. Dublin and Belfast. Eason & Son.


