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“WOMEN AND CHILDREN FIRST!”
The age-honoured call, “ Women and Children 

First,"' with its accompaniment of heroism and 
self-abnegation on the part of ordinary men-— 
stirred by the touchstone of peril to the uttermost 
depths of their souls—resounded on the decks of the 
ill-fated Lusitania, as it so often has done before in 
the history of our far-flung Empire. Lamentable 
indeed it is that no honourable sacrifice, none of the 
splendid examples given of how high and humble 
alike, in the face of danger, could rise above paltry 
considerations of personal safety; not any of the 
self-sacrifice, the heroism, the devotion, availed to 
save the great majority of the helpless non-comba­
tants involved in this tragic disaster. The swift- 
ness of the collapse, the capsizing of the boats, the 
suction and the explosions, combined to render all 
aid ineffective; and the result goes to show, if 
proof were needed, how completely women are . in­
volved with men, in the great dramas as well as the 
petty details, of our national existence, and how 
impotent are men to protect and shield.

None could read, unmoved, of the impression 
created on one spectator by the sight of some thirty 
bodies of little babies laid out in their soaked, dis­
ordered clothes for identification. Some forty 
babies of under one year were among the piteous 
spoils of this German triumph. The thought seems 
almost more than one can bear. One’s mind envi­
sages in a harrowing picture those thirty poor 
little bodies, lying in rows, silent, cold, unrespon- 
sible; to be buried in trenches, “unidentified,” 
with other unnamed dead. Indeed, one almost 
takes a pride in realising how much it hurts one 
to think of this pitiful item, among so much that 
is terrible and distressing.

It is, however, not so very long ago, when it 
comes to a question of months, that I saw in a 
daily paper that 2,000 cases of measles had been 
reported at ------ , This item of news was in a email 
paragraph in an insignificant corner of the paper. 
There were no big headlines. Only a short 
time before the same journal had notified its 
readers, as a rather interesting and peculiar piece 

of news, that measles carries off more little children 
than any other two diseases put together (I do 
hot vouch for the accuracy of the journalistic 
figures!) and that from 59 to 70 deaths a week 
was the toll that particular complaint was claiming 
at that particular time in London alone.There 
were no big headlines. The outbreak of 2,000 cases 
in -----  did not seem to shock or distress anybody, 
journalistic or otherwise. The complaint is not 
yet one of the notifiable diseases. No hospital 
will take it in, it is infectious; yet no provision is 
made for keeping it within bounds.

Let us think of it for a moment. More babies 
dying of that one disease in a week, week after week, 
than were drowned on the Lusitania; and no one 
cares. No newspaper writes big headlines about it; 
no artist in words paints pictures of it at column’s 
length; no one is in the least shocked. Only the 
mothers, we presume; but some people think the 
mothers “ get used to it.” We need to have our 
women and children murdered before we attach 
value to their lives; and then, they must be mur­
dered under sufficiently dramatic circumstances and 
in sufficiently large numbers to make a real or deep 
sensation.

Of every 1,000 babies born 150 or more die before 
they are a year old. More than three times as 
many as were on the Lusitania, out of every 1,000. 
Yet people do not care, and no one prints it with 
big headlines.

There has been an exhibition at Caxton Hall— 
not the first, but one of many such sad sights— 
showing the sweated women at work on the articles 
for which they are paid 21d. the dozen, or 5d. a 
gross, or some such criminal rate. They keep body 
and soul together and feed and rear their children, 
heaven alone knows how. it is beyond the ken 
of such as I. At present the bulk of the work the 
home workers are dealing with is Government work. 
Sailors’, trousers stitched and finished for 5d.; 
button-holes for khaki coats and tunics at 4d. a 
hundred; sevenpence a day, ninepence a day, one- 
and-twopence a day, to keep a family on. We 
stand petrified with honor at the fate of the
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Lusitania; we have no words for the atrocities in 
Belgium, Poland and Serbia; but we allow these 
atrocities in our midst. No fate could be more 
cruel than the fate of these home workers, crushed 
between the upper and nether mill-stones of poverty 
and profit-mongering. We see these exhibitions; 
we are only mildly shocked. The Press has no big 
headlines.

We want the noble pass-word “ Women and 
Children First” to enter into the real life of the 
nation, not to be only a rallying cry for a great 
emergency. Women are the life of the race, 
children its future; we cannot hold their welfare 
too carefully in trust. So long as their lives are 
held cheap, their death viewed with unconcern, 
their labour exploited and their energy exting­
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HEADQUARTER NOTES.
Suffrage Club “Wednesdays.”

Next Wednesday afternoon the speakers at the 
Suffrage Club, 3, York-street, Piccadilly, W., will 
be Mr. George Lansbury and Miss Nina Boyle, and 
the chair will be taken by Mrs. Tanner at 3.30. 
The following Wednesday, May 26, we shall have 
no meeting, but we have arranged one for Wednes­
day afternoon, June 2, the speakers at which will 
be announced in next week’s issue of The Vote.

Miss Alix. M. Clark urgently appeals for forty 
volunteers to sell our paper in the streets of London, 
Friday, Saturday and Monday. If volunteers will 
come to the W.F.L. Office any time during the 
morning, afternoon or evening of these days they 
will find Votes and instructions regarding pitches, 
etc., awaiting them. F. A. Underwood.

Florence Nightingale Commeration.
Our meeting took place after we had gone to 

Press, and we are glad to record that similar meet­
ings have been organised by our Branches in many 
parts of the country including Manchester, Liver- 
pool, Middlesbrough, Brighton, Reading, and 
Glasgow. Reports will appear next week. We 
rejoice that women retrieved the lamentable failure 
on the part of those responsible, and combined to 
organise a worthy tribute to a great Englishwoman 
whose services have benefited the whole world.

A Small Appeal.
We still need £5 to clear the expenses of the 

Florence Nightingale Celebration, and I shall be 
grateful for this small amount to relieve the general 
funds from the cost of this special piece of work. 
Besides the donations already acknowledged, best 
thanks are given to Mrs. Fox Bourne, Mrs. Sargant 
Florence, Reginald Pott, Esq., Miss Powell, and 
Miss Reckitt. — ' E. KNIGHT.

TOO GOOD TO MISS.
Miss Alix M Clark has begun again to make her famous 

Mayonnaise Sauce in aid of the Birthday Fund, and solicits 
orders until the end of July. Miss Clark will be glad to 
have weekly, orders, which will be despatched promptly. 
All letters will receive immediate attention. Price 9d. per 
pot, post free is. Address:—11, Severn-street, Newtown, 
Montgomery Boroughs, North Wales, 

uished, our horror at the ugly deeds perpetrated 
at our doors must be in some measure the horror 
of the hypocrite, even if the hypocrite be all un­
conscious of hypocrisy. If this terrible war and 
its evil phases do but rouse us to a more tender care 
of our young, to a more economic distribution of 
our wealth and our resources; and above all to a 
more humane consideration for those who are in 
very truth “the people,” it will have done some­
thing to compensate us for its harm and its un- 
happiness. We want to make it as impossible for 
babies to die at the rate of 70 a week, or of 150 in 
the thousand, and for British women to be forced 
to live on a few pence a day for Government work, 
as for the German submarines to repeat the 
Lusitania outrage. C. NINA Boyle.

Women’s Work in Agriculture and
Horticulture

The Conference on Women’s Work in Agricul­
ture and Horticulture, held on May 6 during the 
“ Women and Their Work" Exhibition, at the 
Royal Horticultural Hall, Westminster, was 
marked by sound practical advice given by “ women 
who know.” Miss Binnie Clark, the pioneer 
woman farmer in Canada, presided, and declared 
that no profession under the sun is so excellent for 
nervous diseases. In view of the changes which 
the war is bringing, the cry of " back to the land ” 
is one whichvitally affects women and is of great 
importance in their economic status.

Miss Helen Colt, teacher of gardening under the 
L.C.C., speaking on the training of the woman 
gardener, gave the following as essentials : maturity 
of outlook and character; some knowledge of handi- 
craft, wood and metal work, natural science, 
nature study and drawing; to be followed by a 
definite training for gardening at a college, and 
including design for garden planning which has 
a great future.

Miss C. M. Dixon dealt with the business side of 
horticulture for women. She pointed out that to, 
make market gardening pay a woman must have 
enough capital to finance her for two or three years, 
but a good and thorough training is equivalent to 
one-half one’s capital. She advised nursery work, 
not glass, as the most profitable now; well trained 
women will have to replace head gardeners who 
have lost their lives in the war. She sounded a note 
of warning with regard to owners of gardens who 
sell vegetables and fruit for charity at prices which 
are below market value and so make the struggle 
very hard for the market gardener.

Miss J. S. Turner, principal of the County and 
Colonial Training College, Arlesey, spoke on the 
training in England for the Colonies. Emigration, 
she said, had really practically stopped; but a great 
increase in emigration is certain at the end of the 
war. There will be good prospects for women agri­
culturists in the Colonies, and incidentally a great 
opening for women workers in England, because 
men will emigrate. She spoke of the varying con- 
ditions in the Colonies, and said a girl who is 
taught to increase her commonsense, to adapt her- 
self to new circumstances, and be prepared for any­
thing, is being properly trained for the Colonial 
life. She recommended a course of plain cooking, 
laundry, rough carpentering, and dairying in Eng­
land lasting about one year; the student should 
then go to some place in the Colonies for six months 
to study the local conditions before attempting 
to take any place of- her own. She was very much 
in favour of Canada, New Zealand, and Australia, 
rather than South Africa, for women as prospective

settlers. She said that training for the Colonies or 
for England is comparatively long and expensive, 
and was scornful of the student who says: “ I want 
to come and learn all about bees and poultry and 
dairy work, and I can only stay a fortnight!” Her 
final word was “ Now is the woman-worker’s 
chance.”

Miss Violet Bertram, a Co-operative small- 
holder, spoke at length on training avplied in Can- 
ada, and gave instances of the work women are 
doing. She laid stress on the urgent necessity for 
a student to take full advantage of her time at the 
training college and to study such important sub­
jects as wages, the handling of people, auction- 

I rooms, and buying and selling generally. She 
urged co-operation and advised women to work in 
couples, settle in groups and to be ready to take 
advantage of any change that might come.

Mrs. Farrant spoke of conditions in South Africa 
and of the work of the Women Farmers’ Training 
College at Potchef stroom. Mrs. Norman Gros- 
venor, president of the Women’s Horticultural and 
Agricultural International Union, told of the useful 
work of the Union during the sixteen years of its 
existence. All the speeches were practical and in­
forming, emphasising the promising outlook for 
women at home and overseas in agricultural work, 
provided they are well trained, adaptable to new 
conditions, and ready to seize opportunity by the 
forelock. ______ _____ ____

WOMAN’S WIT.
Miss C. S. Bremner writes: — P
“ I was immensely interested .in the suggestion 

of Lord Hugh Cecil in the House of Commons the 
other day that all prisoners of war should be in­
terned in neutral countries, and the treatment be 
uniform with gradations for the various ranks. It 
appeared to me sensible, practical, a rational solu­
tion of the difficulty, very necessary for the relief 
of English sufferers in Germany. A few nights 
ago the matter was discussed in the International 
Suffrage Club. To my astonishment I learnt that 
the suggestion was made to his lordship by one of 
our women members. The astonishment was 
caused, not that a woman’s sense and sensibility 
had evolved it, but that due acknowledgement was 
not made. Can it be that the M.P. divined the 
suggestion would receive fairer treatment if sup- 
posed to emanate from a man? In Miss Travers’ 
charming book on Finland we are told that Finnish 
women in Parliament display great practical wis­
dom. Men often listen, admire and adopt it. I 
call to mind the dictum of Spenser: —

Here have I cause in men just blame to find 
That in their proper praise too partial bee, 
And not indifferent* to womankind. . . .
Scarce do they spare to one, or two, or three, 
Rowme in their writtes; yet the same writing small 
Does all their deeds deface, and dims their glories all. 

" Let us hope we shall gradually accustom our­
selves to fair play all round. There is rowme for 
it!"

impartial.

OL1VE SCHREINER AND THE VOTE.
On May 10 Olive Schreiner opened the exhibition 

of women’s work at the Caxton Hall in which most 
of the Suffrage Societies co-operated with the East 
London Federation. She declared that the exhibi­
tion was of special interest to her as it dealt with 
women’s labour and showed how under-rewarded it 
was. She had always desired that women of all 
countries should possess the franchise on the same 
terms as men, as only then would all avenues of 
labour be open to women, and their reward would 
be according to their work, not their sex; only then, 
also, would the greatest moral and social evils be 
swept away.

K^ITTET)

COATS.

All our Knitted Coats have 
a particularly distinctive 
character. They are made 
by highly-skilled workers 
from the finest quality 
yarns to our own exclusive 
designs, and the shape and 
fit are invariably excellent. 
We have now in stock a 
wonderful assortment of 
Coats in pure silk, pure 
cashmere, wool, and arti- 
ficial silk.

Artificial Silk Knitted 
Coat. as sketch. A Sum- 
mer garment, very light in 
weight, loose fitting style. 
Made in black & white, & 
in a variety of fashionable 
colours. Special value

29/6

Debenham 
8 Freebody
Wigmore Street.
(Covendish Square) London W

OUR “WEDNESDAYS.”
. Speaking at the Suffrage Club on May 6, on " Women 
and Brute Force,” Mrs. Nevinson said she had recently 
met an anti-Suffragist who asked her if she did not con­
sider that the present war was an object lesson in the 
uselessness of women and in the triumph of brute force? 
She acknowledged that the war was a triumph of brute 
force, but asked her questioner how he liked it? Mrs. 
Nevinson said that this World War was far worse than 
the wars of Napoleon. It was waged on land and sea, in 
the air and under the sea, all the ingenuity of man, ‘ all 
science and invention were being used to one end—the 
slaughter of human beings. Surely the world had gone 
mad; the Gott of the Germans was a sort of Baal, and his 
worshippers who laughed at the agony of dying men, 
women and children were nothing less than devils. Women 
had to suffer keenly while all this life was being wasted; 
they believed that something higher than brute force should 
rule the world, and Mrs. Nevinson rejoiced to note that 
the women of Denmark had had the right to vote con- 
ferred on them lately. Even Mr. Asquith had discovered 
that women were capable of doing good work, indeed only 
the previous day he had declared that in some ammunition 
work women’s skill and care was almost better than men’s.

Mrs. Tanner dealt with the Press and the politician 
whose arguments and views of things gave us good cause 
for diversion. The Press considered it would be a farce 
to hold a general election while go many men were away 
and could not record their votes. Women had always 
considered these elections were farces so long as no woman 
in the land was allowed to record her vote. The Press 
preached a good deal of mischievous nonsense about War 
Babies. She had no wish to idealise illegitimacy, but she 
insisted that men and women should share equally the 
responsibility of their actions. It was difficult to know 
what politicians thought of the drink question, so contra- 
dictory were their statements. The King had given up 
strong drink, but the House of Commons had not followed 
his example. The cry of men that woman’s place is the 
home has now become woman’s place is outside the 
home doing national work. Men, it seemed, were too 
emotional for public life and too hysterical for statesman- 
ship.

The chair was taken by Mrs.. E. M. N. Clark.
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“IN NATIONS THAT ARE FREE.”
In times like these when the Press, public 

orators, Cabinet Ministers, noted politicians—when 
everything, in fact, of any account in the world is 
looking one way, and speaking with one voice, it 
may be well for some of us to try and find out what 
the charm means, and to discover if we can the 
secret of its power over the peoples.

We are at war; men and women in all the belli­
gerent nations are suffering intolerably; a holocaust 
of lives and accumulated treasure, the amount of 
which will presently be uncalculable, are being 
poured out. The cry is still “More! more!” and 
more is given. If we ask why this unanimity, why 
these sacrifices, we shall be told, as the people in 
other nations are being told, “ These men are called 
out to fight for the sacred cause of Liberty and to 
prevent the enslavement of their country.”

We, who have been working, and suffering, and 
sacrificing our substance, our ease, even our reputa­
tion for the freedom which some of our men enjoy, 
and which, as we feel, they have used so badly, are 
not in the least surprised at the leaping forward of 
the men in our nation. We know it is the con­
sciousness of a great motive that gives them their 
cheerfulness under hardship, their contempt for 
danger, their readiness to face death in its most 
painful forms. We know also that the women of 
our nation and others are bearing with dignity 
innumerable sorrows and privations because they 
believe that the liberty of their country it at stake.

That may be so; we do not desire to dispute it. 
What we do desire is definite thinking about that 
which, as we are told, is our common aim.

We are fighting for liberty.' Would it not be the 
part of wisdom to understand what we mean by 
liberty. In Shelley’s “Mask of Anarchy” the 
primal elements of a people’s freedom are simply 
and clearly set forth : —

" For the labourer thou art bread,
And a comely table spread, 
From his daily labour come 
To a neat and happy home. 
Thou art shelter, fire and food 
To the famished multitude, 
No; in nations that are free 
Such starvation cannot be.
As in England now we see.”

That was written many years ago, but alas! it is 
true now.. Our hearts are rent by the piteous waste 
of life that is going on in the battlefield. Do we 
know or do we consider that in our nation, which 
is so lustily asserting her right to freedom, there 
are yearly, through insufficient nourishment, in­
sanitary dwellings, bad conditions in workshops, 
and preventible accidents, no less than 200,000 un- 
necessary deaths? In some of our manufacturing 

towns thousands of infants die before they are a 
month old; and yet we are a free nation, democratic, 
self-governed. Surely there is here a contradiction 
in terms. To be free is to have certain rights; and 
this is the first of rights—to live. - Can it be 
seriously contended that a nation which submits to 
the daily and hourly slaughter of her children is 
herself free?

But that is not all. The free people of a free 
nation have a right not only to a bare existence, 
but to a human life. The most cursory inspection 
of the working quarters of such cities as London, 
Glasgow, Liverpool, Manchester, will make it evi­
dent that thousands of men and women cannot be 
said to possess the first attribute of freedom, health, 
soundness of mind and limb. Defrauded of their 
natural heritage, they either die untimely or drag 
out lives of toil, ending with the workhouse infirm­
ary or the old age pension, and the pathetic struggle 
to live upon it. Slaves are allowed to live; they 
may even be protected and well nourished; but will 
any with a living spark of liberty in their souls 
say that suck a fate is living? In nations that are 
free—and we doubt if any such exist now—there 
will be liberty for all to develop to the limit of their 
powers. " . .

There is yet more than this in freedom. The 
free man and the free woman are able to control 
themselves. They have a delicate sense of honour. 
They value above all material things the power of 
preserving it. The free woman will allow nothing 
but love for the mate of her choice and responsi­
bility towards the race to govern her will when it 
is a question of marriage or any other career. But 
when, as has happened in the past and as happens 
even now, no other career is open to her, she is 
forced to accept what may be utterly requgnant to 
her nature. It is only in nations where life, condi- 
tions are slavish that a woman’s honour can be sold 
for food and shelter, or that it can be possible for 
any compulsion either of brute force or economic 
pressure to deprive her of her moral and spiritual 
liberty. '

It is said that when this war is over there will 
be a re-construction of society, and much stress is 
laid upon international relations. That is well. A 
peace settlement which can be of any permanent 
value to the European nations must have for its 
basis the principles embodied in our commonplace 
and commonsense morality. The women of Great 
Britain and Ireland, nearly two hundred in num­
ber, who wished to take part in The Hague Congress 
had this and nothing but this in their minds—the 
establishment of international righteousness—the 
prevention for all time of crimes and outrages the 
mere thought of which presses upon us like an 
unholy and poisonous nightmare.

For let us be perfectly certain of this—nothing 
will ever civilise war. Sooner or later it must end. 
It may be recognised then that the interests of the 
workers in all the nations—men and women—are 
one; that motherhood, fatherhood, a common labour 
and a mutual aim bind the whole of the human 
family together; it may be possible for the peoples 
everywhere to shake of the detestable yoke of mili­
tarism and to give the toil and energy that have 
been thrown into the building up of ever more 
deadly instruments of destruction to the gentle arts 
of peace. This accomplished, it will be our duty to 
consider how, within our own borders, we can be 
free.Shelley says: “ For the labourer thou art bread. 
That means sufficiency of bodily nourishment. Dur- 
ing these months of war for liberty, evidence has 
been given to us that the bread of the people, and 
how they can obtain enough to nourish them are 
the last considerations of the Government.

For instance, a certain allowance was allotted to

the wives and children of soldiers and sailors. Since 
the allotment was made, bread, tea, sugar, lentils, 
beans, peas and other items in the people’s diet 
have become much more costly. This is so fully 
recognised that Boards of Guardians have, in many 
cases, increased the amount of outdoor relief. Has 
any Cabinet Minister proposed that the allowances 
should be raised on account of the increased price 
of commodities? Yet it has been pointed out that 
millers, coal owners and others have profited 
enormously. When this was represented by depu­
tations of women to the Government, a feeble pro­
posal was made to tax war profits. Of the people 
who suffer incalculably from the high price of food 
and firing no notice was taken. Will anyone, we 
ask, have the boldness to say that in nations that 
are free those who organise and govern them would 
dare to deal thus with their just complaints, would 
dare to enrich one class at the expense of the life- 
blood of another?

There is every probability that when the war, 
with its enormous expenditure of life and treasure, 
is over, the strain of economic pressure, here and in 
other nations, will be very severely felt. We hope 
that then the men who are fighting for their country 
will demand to live, not only to exist, in the land 
for which they and theirs have made such costly 
sacrifices. And there can be little doubt that if 
they have wisdom enough to press their claim, if 
they refuse to be put off by subterfuges and eva­
sions, attention will be given to them. Women— 
the main sufferers now—have no political freedom 
and their complaints mean nothing to Governments.

We have had an illustration of the power of the 
vote, and of the money that means so much to rival 
politicians, in the Government’s treatment of the 
drink question. The people may suffer in all sorts 
of ways—the Ministers know this—and Parliament 
will not help them. Let such vested interests as 
the drink traffic be touched and the stability of the 
Government is threatened. Why? Because neither 
the House of Commons nor the Government repre­
sents the people.

Earnestly do we hope that the lessons the 
nation is learning in her hour of test and trial will 
not be forgotten when the hour of reckoning comes. 
An awakening there must be. We venture to pre- 
diet that out of the miserable conventionalities and 
illusions that hamper us to-day, there will arise a 
new democracy, in which women as well as men 
will play their part. Then, not all at once but 
step by step, as we add to courage wisdom and to 
wisdom determination, there will grow up a nation 
that is free in whose beauty and glory her children 
may rejoice. - . C. DESPARD.

Miss Jane Addams in London.
Miss Jane Addams, of whom Mr. John Burns 

said " the greatest man in the United States is a 
woman, Jane Addams," is spending a few days in 
London, and a meeting was arranged at very short 
notice at the Kingsway Hall, on Thursday, May 13, 
at which she promised to give an account of the 
recent Conference of women at The Hague, over 
which she presided. Miss Chrystal MacMillan 
and Miss K. D. Courtney, the only British women 
who attended, were also to speak. We go to Press 
before the meeting, but we forecast a large audience 
eager to embrace the opportunity of hearing an 
American woman, a keen Suffragist ,who is the 
founder of Hull House, Chicago, an early but a 
brilliantly successful social settlement in the 
United States.

WHAT ALL WOMEN MUST FEEL.
We have received the following letter, to which 

we willingly give publicity, and point out that the 
Women’s Freedom League is the right organisation 
to which to appeal as it has taken special steps to 
help these (distressing cases through Mrs. Watson’s 
work at the Police Courts and Miss Boyle’s Women 
Police Volunteers:— (

I have listened to and heard tales of such suffering 
during the last eight months that I thought I had pretty 
nearly gauged the depths, but all seemed to fade into 
nothingness after my experience of yesterday. Some six 
weeks ago a girl was brought to me who had been seduced 
and deserted by a man. He had given her money week by 
week to pay her expenses, and had promised to see her 
through., One week, instead of the payment she received 
a lawyer’s letter, forbidding her to " annoy " their client 
further; that in the event of her doing so they would take 
steps to protect him from further annoyance. The man is 
in practice in Harley-street, and had met the girl while 
she was serving her probation as nurse in a London hospital, 
and when her condition became obvious he desired her to 
leave. She went to a boarding-house, and there, as I have 
said, he paid for her keep until six weeks ago. She came 
to me for help. I was enabled to pay up her arrears of 
rent, and sent her to a rescue home whilst I interviewed 
the lawyers on her behalf. I had made immense efforts to 
see the man in Harley-street, but without success. The 
lawyers, in my numerous interviews with them, were very 
courteous, and I am quite sure were sorry for the position, 
but, of course, had to act under instructions. They said 
their client absolutely denied being the father of the child, 
and notwithstanding the fact that I had letters in. my 
possession written by him to the poor girl, he denied point 
blank and said, through his solicitors, there had been 
" other men.” That I knew to be false, because I believed 
in the girl and had faith in her assertions. The day after 
J had sent her to the rescue home she came to me and 
begged me not to send her back. She said it was like 
prison. I obtained permission to keep her for the night, 
and in the middle of the night she was taken ill with 
asthma, and I had to send for the doctor. Of course, there 
was no question of moving her, and for four weeks I kept 
her in my house and looked after her.

At the end of that time the doctor said she ought to go 
to some place where, girls expecting to be confined could be

Westbourne Grove, W.

Smart Tie Shoe. New 
Model. Patent. Glace 
Kid, and Black and 

. Brown Suede. Hand 
made.

15/11

Bs.27. Hand Sewn
Buckle Shoe, in 
Glace Kid, Patent 
Leather. Black, 
Brown, Grey and 
White Suede,

FINE FOOTWEAR
Always obtainable at— ,

WILLIAM OWEN, Ltd., 
Westbourne Grove, London, W.
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taken in. All this time I had been begging the lawyers to 
induce their client to do something for this girl, and he 
had refused. Finally, I went to see him at his private 
address in Holloway, and he had the good manners to bang 
the door in my face.

I have now put the girl under the charge of some kind 
Sisters, who take in girls expecting their first baby, and 
there she must remain until she goes to Queen Charlotte’s 
Hospital in July.

I went to see her yesterday, and in the large room where 
thirty of the girls were assembled I saw a child of thirteen 
about to become a mother. It gave me a shock. The 
child was very shy, very confused and very dazed. The 
kind Reverend Mother told me that the child had been 
taken into a Court, and could not reply to the questions 
put to her by the men, and has hardly opened her mouth 
to a soul since that time. Of course she had not. Think 
of a child taken into a Court full of men—her one terrible 
experience of a man had naturally made her suspicious of 
all men—and she had been asked questions the meaning of 
which, in most cases, she could not understand. She had 
been sent by her mother, a working woman in the country, 
to act as servant to a man, and he, having her absolutely 
in his power, seduced this poor child.

The horror of the whole thing was to me so awful that I 
could hardly realise the full extent of the tragedy—for 
tragedy it is, pure and simple.

I felt that if that poor child could have been questioned 
quietly and tactfully by women instead of by men how much 
she might have been spared. My impression was that her 
brain was affected by what she had gone through, and I 
felt that if when her time came she and her child could 
be taken together it would be a blessed release for them 
both. If the baby lives, what can it be like? And if the 
child-mother recovers, what does life hold in store for her?

The case has haunted me so, I have the child’s face and 
form always before me, and I feel that there is no punish- 
ment bad enough for the man who has brought shame 
upon this child. The Court dismissed the man, as they 
said there was no case against him. The difficulty was 
they could not get the child—poor frightened mite—to 
speak.

What can we women do to help cases like these ? Some- 
thing must be done, and children must be protected. What 
is the course to adopt? I will devote my energies, heart 
and soul, to helping all I can. I have always been inter­
ested in Women’s Work, and have done what I could to 
help many in trouble, but this child business has been 
such a revelation and horror to me that I want to fight, 
and I feel sure that all good and right-thinking men and 
women will fight with me. MARION Christie-Murray.

Women’s Emergency Corps, York-place, Baker-st., W.

WANTED—£500 FOR THE VOTE.
Our grateful thanks are given to the following friends 

for their help : —
£ 8. d. £ 3. d.

Already acknow-
ledged .......... 247 2 0 Miss B. White . 5 0

Mrs. W. Carey ... 5 0 0 Mrs. Murray ... 5 0
Mrs. Juson Kerr.. 1 0 0 Miss Steven 4 0
Miss Janie Allan Miss Baird ... 2 6
' (monthly) 1 0 0 Mrs. Mc’Intyre 2 6
Mrs. B. Weaver . 10 0 Miss Dickie 2 0
Miss Tennant Mrs. Sinclair ... 2 0

(monthly) 10 0 Miss L. Stewart 2 0
Mr. and Mrs. Mrs. Wilson 2 0

Branch .......... 10 0 Miss E. Murray 2 0
Miss Geiler . ... 5 b Miss Findlay ... 1 0
Mrs. Mackenzie ... 4 0 Miss Stevenson . 1 0
Miss Gauge.......... 2 0 Mrs. Sinclair ... 1 n
Miss B. Kent Miss Stevenson . 1 0

(monthly) 2 0 Miss K. Evans. 1 0
Miss Gore Brown Miss Findlay ... 1 0

(monthly) 2 0 Mrs. Nairn 1 0
Per Miss Eunice Mrs. Johnstone . 1 0

Murray:—
Mrs. Murray ... 10 0

Miss Morrison .. 6

Miss E. Murray 10 0
£259 9 6Miss Allan (Par-

tick) .......... 5 0

Minerva Publishing Company.
The deferred meeting of Shareholders will be 

held in Room 28, 2, Robert Street, Adelphi, 
London, W.C., on Tuesday, May 18, at 6 p.m. 
It is hoped there will be a good attendance.

W.S.N.A.C. CONCERT.—By mistake the name of Miss 
Gureata Price was given as Miss Dorothy Price last week.

THOMPSONS
The House of the greatest values.

CHARMING & USEFUL HAT.

A CHARMING HAT in Black Tagel, 
trimmed either Saxe or Vieux rose ribbon.
spray of French roses and 
forget-me-nots /

All Goods 
sent Carriage 

Free.

Selections 
forwarded 
on Approval.

One minute 
from 

Trams and 
Buses at 
corner of 

HaniPstead 
c Road.

Money
Refunded 

if Goods not 
Approved.

Post Orders
Executed 

Promptly and
in Rotation.

.Ten minutes 
from .

Great Central,
Euston,

King's Cross, 
tend

St. Pancras
Stations. ;:

8/11
Ladies' Grey and Tan Cheve- 
rette Suede Gloves.—3 2 /61 
pearl buttons. Very durable —/ 2

Ladies' fine Black Suede 
Gloves.—3 dome fasten- 2/61 
ers. Very reliable °/ “2

Ladies' Fine Black Lisle
Thread Gloves, 2 dome 1 
fasteners —/2

Ladies' fine Summer Cash- 
mere Hose—Black & Tan 1/6} 
Double heels & toes. Pair “2

Our noted "University" Hose.— 
Pure Botany wool, guaran- 
teed for hard wear. Black 1/111only. Pair 1/--2

Ladies' Black Silk Ankle
Hose, Lisle tops and 1 /(1 
feet- Price -2

T. W. THOMPSON & Co. Ltd., Tottenham Court Rd., W.

LADIES’ TAILORS, FURRIERS 
and DRESSMAKERS.

Mourning Orders in 24 hours.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS : W.F.L.
LONDON AND SUBURBS.

Friday, May 14.— HACKNEY, Public 
Meeting, Hackney Baths, 7.30 p.m. 
Speaker : Miss Anna Munro.

Sunday, May 16.—Clapham Common, 
Open-air Meeting, 3.30 p.m. Speaker. 
Miss Eunice Murray.

Monday, May 17.—-LONDON BRANCHES 
Council, Special Meeting, 1, Robert- 
st., Adelphi, W.C., 7 p.m. Refresh- 
ments 6.30. MIDDLESBROUGH, Public 
Meeting, Suffrage Centre, 8 p.m. 
Speaker: Mr. Ewart Richardson, on 
“ Hewlett or ■ Masefield: Some Con- 
trasts in Modern Poetry.”

Tuesday, May 18.—CLAPHAM Branch, Meeting, 7.30 p.m. 
Public Meeting, 8 p.m., at 15, Clapham Mansions, Night­
ingale-lane (by kind permission of Ml’s. Corner). Speaker: 
Miss Nina Boyle, on “ Men and Manners.” Admission 
free. Collection. CONCERT, Central Hall, Bromley, 8 p.m. 
in aid of Brackenhill Hospital). Miss Grainger Kerr, 
Monsieur Emile Doehaerd, Chislehurst and Bromley 
Orchestra (Conductor: Miss Gwynne Kimpton). Chair­
man : His Worship the Mayor. Speech about the Hospital 
by Mrs. J. S. Mann. Tickets, 3s. (reserved), 1s. 6d. and 
6d.

Wednesday, May 19.—Public Meeting, Suffrage Club, 
3, York-st., St. James’s, S.W., 3.30 p.m. Speakers: Mr. 
Geo. Lansbury and Miss Boyle. Chair: Mrs. Tanner. 
HORNSEY BRANCH, Monthly Meeting, 31, Mattison-road, 
Harringay, 7.30 p.m. Kensington BRANCH, Social, Flat 
No. 20, Talbot House, 98, St. Martin's-lane, W.C., 8 p.m. 

Friday, May 21.— CROYDON, Competition tea and sale of 
home-made cakes, etc., at 32a, The Arcade, High-st., 3.30 
to 5,30 p.m.

Sunday May 30.— BROCK WELL Park, Open-air meeting, 
11.30 a.m. Speaker: Mrs. Tanner. CLAPHAM Common, 
Open-air Meeting, 3.30 p.m.

Monday, May 31.— EAST LONDON, Members' Meeting, 
37, Wellington-buildings, Bow, 6 p.m.

Wednesday, June 2.—-PUBLIC Meeting, Suffrage Club. 
3, York-st., St. James,s, S.W., 3.30 p.m'

Saturday, June 5.—Tufnell PARK, Branch Social, 8 p.m. 
Speaker: Mrs. Despard.

Sunday, June 6.— BROCK WELL PARK, 11.30 a.m. CLAPHAM 
Common, 3,30 p.m.

Wednesday, June 9.—Public Meeting, Suffrage Club, 
3, York-st., St. James’s, S.W., 3.30 p.m. Speakers: Mrs. 
Zangwill, on " Arms and the Woman," and others.

“ DESPARD Arms,”50, Cumberland Market, Albany-st., 
N.W., open every day, 4 to 10 p.m.

Nine Elms VEGETARIAN RESTAURANT, 1, Everett-st., open 
every day at noon.

provinces.
Wednesday, May 19.—-HOVE, Drawing-room Meeting, 

8, San Remo (by kind permission of Miss Hare). Speaker: 
Mrs. Despard, on " The Work of the National Aid Corps.” 

Thursday, May 20.—Ipswich, Sewing Meeting, 3 p.m:
Thursday, May 27.—HOVE, Public Meeting, Town Hall, 

8 p.m. Speakers: Miss Anna Munro, on “Women’s Fear 
in War Time,” and Mrs. Tanner. Chair: Miss Hare.

WALES.
Friday, May 14.—CARDIFF, Public Meeting, Welsh Indus­

tries Hall, Queen-st., 8 p.m. Speakers: Dr. G. B. -Clark 
and Mrs. E. M. N. Clark (London). Chair: Mrs. James 
Robinson. . '

Monday, May 17 .—Cardiff, Afternoon Meeting, Welsh 
Church Schoolroom, Howard-gardens, 3 p.m. Speaker: 
Mrs. E. M. N. Clark. Chair : Mrs. James Robinson.

WOMAN SUFFRAGE NATIONAL AID CORPS.
Nine Elms Restaurant.

Mrs. Tippett gives grateful thanks to the following 
friends for their most welcome help to the Restaurant: — 
Miss Woodall, for a lovely box of eggs, also primroses; 
Mrs. Tanner, for a sheet. For the Jam Fund:^Half- 
crowns from the following in response to her appeal for 
help to buy sugar: Miss Anderson, Miss Crombie, Miss 
Kearton, Hugh Lester, Esq., Miss Robinson and H. Nelson 
Smith, Esq. For the Guest House:—Mrs. Giles, 5s. (3rd 
donation). Wanted. —Mrs. Tippett will be grateful to 
friends who will send her rhubarb and anything useful for 
the Restaurant; also four enamel basins, jugs, soap dishes, 
tooth tumblers for the washstands for the Guest House.

Make the home bright by using
William CLARKE & SON’S
COAI

SPLENDID VALUE
Prices on Application.

341, Gray’s Inn Road, King’s Cross, W.C. Phone. 3656 North.

BRANCH NOTES.
Bowes Park,

The Branch continues to hold fortnightly meetings; at 
the last held by kind invitation of Mrs. Schonfeld in her 
drawing-room Mrs. Tanner spoke and received a hearty 
welcome. The severe thunder storm seriously affected the 
attendance. Members contribute fixed amounts monthly 
to the Special Emergency War Fund. One new member 
has joined recently, and one has resigned. We have now 
been in existence for two years.
Cardiff.

The whist drive that was held at 1, Gordon-road on 
May 5 in aid of the funds of the Women’s Freedom League 
was a splendid success.. We had the whole house placed 
at our disposal, and between eighty and ninety people 
were present. A profit of £5 10s. was made. At the 
Branch meeting held on May 7 a hearty vote of thanks 
was passed to Mrs. Matthews for her great kindness in 
lending her house; the success of our whist drive was 
largely due to her generosity. Thanks are also due to Miss 
Edwards, who was very successful in selling many tickets, 
and to all members and friends who contributed towards 
the refreshments and prizes. We should also like to thank 
Mr. Ferrier, who so ably and successfully carried out the 
responsible task of M.C. At the Branch meeting on May 7 
it was decided to organise a public meeting at the Welsh 
Industries for Dr. and Mrs. Clark on Friday, May 14. 
Will members please remember that Branch meetings will 
be held on the first Friday in every month?
Clapham

Last Sunday afternoon we had a successful meeting on 
Clapham Common, the speaker being Miss Anna Munro. 
Copies of The Vote and pamphlets were sold, and a collec­
tion taken. The speaker next Sunday afternoon will be 
Miss Eunice Murray, and we hope our members and friends 
will rally to our support. Members and friends in the 
district are cordially invited to our meeting at 15, Clapham 
Mansions, Tuesday, May 18, when the speaker will be 
Miss Nina Boyle, on " Men and Manners.” The chair will 
be taken by Mrs. Corner at 8 o’clock.
Croydon—Offices 32a, The Arcade, High Street.

At a Branch meeting held on May 3 it was decided to 
hold open-air meetings during June and July, and to 
continue the weekly social for the wives of soldiers and 
sailors through the summer months. A very successful 
whist drive was held on May 8. Will members make 
known amongst their friends the Competition Tea and Cake 
and Preserve Sale that will be held at the office on Friday. 
May 21?9
East London.

At the last Branch meeting it was resolved that East 
London members would meet next at Headquarters at the

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S FRANCHISE CLUB,
9, GRAFTON STREET, PICCADILLY, W.

FOR MEN AND WOMEN. 
SUBSCRIPTIONS :

London Members (Resident within 15 miles of Charing Cross) per annum One Guinea ‘Entrance Fee One Guinea).
Country Members (England and Wales) per annum One Guinea (No 

Entrance Fee.
Country Members 'Ireland and Scotland 1 per annum 10s. 6d. (No 

Entrance Fee).
Foreign Members (Resident abroad), perann. 10s. 6d.(No Entrance Fee) 
MEETINGS.—Wednesday, May 19th, 8 p.m. Miss A. Maude Royden.

That War will not always be necessary.” Chair. Mr. Goldfinch Bate. 
Valuable Lending and Reference Library for Members. Eng- 

lish and Foreign Books dealing with every aspect of the Women’s 
Movement. Non-members enrolled as Associates by paying 5/6 per ann 

Luncheons, 1/- and 1/6. Dinners. 1/- and 1/9.
All particulars—Secretary. Tel.: 3932 Mayfair.

Will you do this ?
Will you send us an order (we clean and 
press any woollen Costume for 4/9) saying 
that you have noticed our advertisements 
in ‘ The Vote,” and to prove its value as 
an advertising medium you are “ giving us 
a trial.” We only ask an opportunity of 
proving our value to you ; it rests with the 
satisfaction we give to make you a regular 
customer.

Achille SerreI:
Hackney Wick, London.

("East 3710" 4 lines)
branches and-Agencies everywhere. c.87
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members’ meeting on May 17 but as there will not.bg a 
members’ meeting on that date, the next meeting 91 the 
East London Branch will be at 6 p.m. on May 31, at 
37, Wellington Buildings, Bow, E. All members, are 
reminded to bring needlework in preparation foi the Fancy 
Fair in November. Those members who cannot come to 
Branch meetings please do extra needlework at home. XI 
all who have not yet paid their subscriptions forthis year please do so as soon and as liberally as possible. Out 
Branch has no banner. Will anyone remedy this please"
Ipswich. Suffrage Shop.— 22, Queen Street

We arranged a party to see the " Florence Nightingale" 
film at the picture-house on May 12, which the management 
agreed to show on that date at our request in commemora­
tion of her birthday. At our last meetingit was decided 
to develop our hospital work by making bandages and swabs 
for one of the hospitals started by women. We shall be 
clad of gifts of old linen, bleached or unbleached calico, 
butter muslin or cotton wool, especially the medicated, and 
gauze. More workers are also wanted. Our meetings are 
on Thursdays at 3 p.m Our thanks are due to Mrs. 
M-Creesey for toys for soldiers children, and to Miss Dot 
Cooper for a cake. Over a thousand soldiers have come 
into the town, and many of our old friends have left. 
The secretary will be most grateful for books, magazines 
and illustrated papers, cakes, cigarettes, or jam, especially 
for the military hospitals. On May 6 we had a small jumble 
sale We hope soon to have another; contributions wiU be 
gladly received at the Club, 22, Queen-street. Miss Bobby 
has accepted the post of lion, treasurer, and we hope she 
will be kept busy.

Middlesbrough. W.F.L. Rooms— 231a, The Arcade,
Linthorpe-road. „ , .. , ,

A business meeting was held on May 3, at which the 
usual monthly reports were given. It was decided to hold 
a Florence Nightingale Commemoration meeting in the 
W F.L. Rooms on May 12, and a Surprise Party on July 7, 
to help te Birthday Fund. After the business of the meet­
ing was disposed of, a discussion was held on the subject 
Of “ War Babies.” ' , — _ T

N B —We have decided to adopt the name or ." 
Rooms instead of Suffrage Centre, as it is more distinctive, 
and in Press reports there was a tendency to omit “ 
altogether. _

n lone 305 K‘ai"f"oa-“NNPo 68 to 74, Brompton Rd.,COOPER & CO. STOntb, London, SW:
DEPARTMENTS.- “

Teas and Coffees. Groceries. Provisions. Cooked Meats. Poultry and game.
Fish Meat. Fruit and Flowers. Vegetables. Confections. PatentMeacines. Perfumers. &c. Brushes. Turner-Hardware- Stationery:WinNsPUNDERSSspecrAErry.” -—A—E"WED“ON DAILY for ORDERS.

A. SHAPCOTT, 1%
81, GEORGE STREET, CROYDON’ 

WIZARD, ELECTRIC AND 
HAND VACUUM CLEANERS

FREE DEMONSTRATIONS.

IN SYMPATHY.
It is with deep regret and sympathy that we record the 

heavy loss which has fallen on Mrs. Labrousse, an old and 
valued worker in the Women’s Freedom League, and espec­
ially in the Croydon Branch, in the death of her husband, 
Mr. E. H. Labrousse, after a painful illness. The crema­
tion ceremony took place at Golder’s Green on May 4. Mr. 
Labrousse was an associate of the Women’s Freedom League 
and took a keen interest in all matters relating to the 
Society. We tender our sincerest sympathy to Mrs. —ab 
rousse in her sad bereavement.

Manchester Men’s League for Women’s Suffrage.
At the recent annual meeting of the League the following 

resolutions were passed unanimously: —
1. That this meeting of the,Men s League draws at­

tention to the statement of Mr. Lloyd George in the 
House of Commons, on April 20, that the Government 
is considering a proposal for the enfranchisement of al 
soldiers, and protests against any measure being sub­
mitted to Parliament for the extension of the Suffrage 
which does not include women.

2. That this meeting, rejoicing that the women of 
some parts of the British Empire, through the repre- 
sentatives they have elected, are expected to have some 
voice in the terms of the eventful Peace, urges upon the 
Government the manifest justice of giving the women of 
the Mother Country a corresponding constitutional right. 
We congratulate the lieague on its splendid service and 

constant watchfulness, and wish for it still greater success 
in tie future.

JORDAN BROS

Islington Dental Surgery.

Ladies’ Tailors,
139, NORTH END, CROYDON

•Phone 245 CROYDON.

GOAT and SKIRT from £3 3s.

69. UPPER STREET, N. ,

Mr. CHODWICK BROWN, Surgeon Dentist,
Mr. Predk. G. Boucher, Assistant Dental Surgeon.

Established 35 Years.
Gas Administered Daily by qualified Medical Man Fee 1.6 
N.a in attendance. Mechanical Work in all its Pranenes 
Send Postcard for Pamphlet. N.B.-No Showcase at door. 
CONSULTATIONS FREE. Telephone 3795North.

Holland House Laundry,
BURMESTER ROAD, LOWER TOOTING.

Mrs. PIPER, Proprietress. Telephone: Wimbledon 504.
A FAMILY LAUNDRY, under Distinguished Patronage

MY PRICES ARE MODERATE.
_— Customers of over 20 years' standing. -----

SUFFRAGE SOCIETIES’
MEETINGS.

rnHE WOMEN’S FREEDOM 1 LEAGUE hold Public MEET:
INGS at THE SUFFRAGE CLUB, 3, York 
Street, Jermyn Street, Piccadilly, 
every Wednesday afternoon. Speakers: 
Mr. George Lansbury and Miss Nina 
Boyle. Chair: Mrs. Tanner.

ASLUCK’S ACADEMY, 3, Bed- 
ford-street, Strand, W.C. 

Elocution, Public Speaking, Acting, 
Stage and Ball-room Dancing, bing­
ing. Evening Classes, from 7/6 per 
quarter. Day, £1/1/- Private Les­
sens, 3 for £1/1/- Call, write or 
’phone (2383 Gerrard).—Sam L. Has- 
luck, Director 1

USSIAN LESSONS by a Russian 
lady (University degree).—Mrs. 

M. A. L., 18, Lewisham-rd., N.W.

board-residence.
Rooms, Holiday Homes, &c.

MISCELLANEOUS.
A THEENIC UNDERWEAR . is n made from the best materials, 

guaranteed unshrinkable,, and gives 
lasting wear.— Write for Free Boo, 
and buy direct at first cost, Dept. 30, 
Atheenic Mills, Hawick, Scotland. -
( A -PAGE BOOK ABOUT HERBS 
O- AND HOW TO USE THEM, free 
Send for one.—Trimnell, The Herbalist, 
144, Richmond-read, Cardiff. Estab. 1879

VEGETABLES AND FRUIT at 
V Market Prices. Orders from

1s ; over 5s. carriage paid.— BAYLISS, 
Fawley, New Forest.

A UTOGRAPHS (large) For Sale :— I Lord Denman, 1840; Ear 
Roberts, Marie Corelli, 1906; Duke of 
Devonshire, 1861; Henri duc de Bor­
deaux, about 1835; Lord Alcester. 
What offers ?-—Mrs. " C.,"' c/o The 
Vote Office, 2, Robert-street, Adelphi, 
W.C.

AT THE STRAND IMPERIAL 
" HOTEL, opposite Gaiety Theatre, 
Strand, London. — Absolute Privacy, 
Quietude and Refinement.—Ladies will 
find the freshest, warmest, daintiest, 

Sumptuous Bed­cosiest quarters.
room with h. and c.
Breakfast, Bath,

water fitted.
Attendance and

Lights, from 5s. 6d. En pension, 9a. 
For long stays, special terms. Finest 
English provisions.— MANAGERESS, 4788
Gerrard.

TWO Inexpensive ROOMS (furn­
ished) required by two Ladies, 

out all day; some attendance.— 
Box 10, Room 28, 2, Robert-street, 
Adelphi, W.C.

Printed by The MINERVa Publishing Co., Ltd., at 3, Tower Royal, Cannon Street, London, E.C. > and Published by 1
them at 2, Robert Street, Adelphi, W.C. (


